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WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Parish Councils Act 1971;

Be it enacted by The King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate and the House of Assembly of Bermuda, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Citation
This Act, which amends the Parish Councils Act 1971 (the “principal Act”), may be

cited as the Parish Councils Amendment Act 2022.

Inserts section 2A
The principal Act is amended by inserting after section 2 the following―

“Ministerial review of Parish Council
Notwithstanding section 2(1), the Minister may carry out a review of

any Parish Council to determine whether there should continue to be a Parish
Council for that parish―
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pursuant to any written request submitted by the Parish Council
together with submission of a proposal for a new or revised
governance structure; or

in his discretion, where no such request has been submitted; and

having considered―

a report by the Parish Council as to the affairs and activities of
the Parish Council for the year immediately preceding the date
of any such review;

financial statements from the Parish Council for the financial
year immediately preceding the date of the review, as the case
may be; and

such other matters as he considers relevant.

Where the Minister proposes to carry out a review under subsection
(1), the Minister must first give notice to the Parish Council and any representatives
of the parish indicating—

the reasons for the proposed review; and

their right to make representations within a specified period
(which must not be less than 28 days), and the Minister shall take
any representations into account when making his decision.”.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(2)

(a)

(b)

Amends section 3
Section 3 of the principal Act is amended—

in subsection (1), by repealing and replacing the words “shall consist of
twelve” with the words “shall consist of not less than three nor more than
twelve”;

by repealing subsection (9); and

by deleting the word “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting the
word “Minister”.

Amends section 5
Section 5(f) of the principal Act is repealed.

Amends section 8
Section 8 of the principal Act is amended as follows―

by deleting the words “the provision of funds therefor by the Legislature”,
and substituting the words “the funds of the Parish Council”;

by deleting the words “by the Minister” and substituting the words “by the
Parish Council”.
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Repeals section 9
Section 9 of the principal Act is repealed.

Inserts section 12A
The principal Act is amended by inserting after section 12 the following―

“Consequential provisions: Parish Councils Amendment Act 2022
The Third Schedule shall have effect in consequence of the

amendments effected by the Parish Councils Amendment Act 2022 and savings and
transitional matters related to Parish Council shall be set forth in the Third
Schedule.

The Minister may by order subject to the negative resolution procedure
amend the Third Schedule to vary any provision therein or to add provisions
thereto.”.

12A (1)

(2)

Inserts Third Schedule
The principal Act is amended by inserting after the Second Schedule the following―

“THIRD SCHEDULE

(section 12A)

PROVISIONS CONSEQUENTIAL TO THE PARISH COUNCILS
AMENDMENT ACT 2022, SAVINGS, TRANSITIONAL AND RELATED

MATTERS

Purpose of this Schedule
This Schedule seeks to provide for consequential, savings and transitional

matters related to Parish Councils. ”.

Validation of certain appointments, etc.
Where before the commencement day under section 11(2), a person was

appointed―

as a member of a Parish Council;

as Chairman of a Parish Council,

by a process that may not have fully complied with section 3 of the principal Act, that person
shall be deemed to have been lawfully appointed under section 3 of the principal Act, in so
far as the person could lawfully have been appointed.

Where prior to the commencement day under section 11(2) a person, being
appointed as described in subsection (1), purported to exercise any power, or perform any
duty, pursuant to any provision of law for the time being applicable to the exercise of such
power or the performance of such duty, then the purported exercise of such power, or
performance of such duty, in accordance with such provision of law, shall be deemed to
have been validly exercised or validly performed, as the case may be.
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Savings and transitional matters
The savings and transitional provisions set forth in the Schedule (to this Act) shall

have effect.

Commencement
Section 4 shall come into operation on such day as the Minister responsible for

Parish Councils may appoint by notice published in the Gazette.

The remaining sections of this Act shall come into operation on Assent.
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SCHEDULE

(section 10)

SAVINGS AND TRANSITIONAL MATTERS

Interpretation
In this Schedule―

“commencement day” means such day provided in section 11(2) of the Act for the
coming into operation of section 3 and section 6, respectively, of this Act, and
“commencement” shall be construed accordingly.

Current Chairman and members of Parish Council
A person who, immediately before the commencement of section 3 of this Act was―

the Chairman of a Parish Council shall continue to be the Chairman of the
Parish Council;

a member of a Parish Council shall continue to be a member of the Parish
Council,

until the expiration of his term or his resignation or the termination of his appointment,
whichever occurs first.

Constitution of Parish Council
The constitution of each Parish Council in effect with respect to the number of

members in effect immediately before the commencement day shall continue to be the
constitution of each Parish Council until the number of members is varied in accordance
with section 3(a) of this Act.

Savings: expenses properly incurred by Parish Council
The repeal of section 9 of the Parish Councils Act 1971 by section 6 of this Act shall

not affect the payment of expenses incurred by a Parish Council before the commencement
day, if the expenses were incurred in accordance with the conditions set forth in section 9
of the Parish Councils Act 1971.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to amend the Parish Councils Act 1971 (the “Act”) to provide for certain
matters related to Parish Council including the constitution and composition of Parish
Council, Parish Council functions, validation of certain appointments to Parish Council,
and connected and related matters.

Clause 1 provides a title for the Bill.

Clause 2 inserts section 2A in the Act to provide for Ministerial review of Parish Council.
This clause also sets forth criteria for the Minister to consider when determining matters
relating to review of a Parish Council.

Clause 3 amends section 3 of the Act to permit the Minister to appoint at least three
and no more than twelve Parish Council members. This clause also transfers responsibility
for the appointment of members of a Parish Council from the Governor, to the Minister.
Section 3 of the Act currently provides that the appointment of members of a Parish Council
are to be made by the Governor on the advice of the Minister.

Clause 4 repeals paragraph (f) of section 5 of the Act to delete the responsibility for
parish rest homes from the list of Parish Council functions. Transitional matters
consequential upon the repeal of paragraph (f) will be set forth in the new Third Schedule
to the Act.

Clause 5 amends section 8 of the Act consequentially upon the repeal of section 9 of
the Act.

Clause 6 repeals section 9 of the Act, which provides for payment of expenses of a Parish
Council if the expenses are incurred in accordance with the conditions set forth in that
section.

Clause 7 inserts a new section 12A in the Act to include a Third Schedule that provides
for consequential and transitional provision to be made, pursuant to the enactment of this
Bill.

Clause 8 inserts a new Third Schedule in the Act to provide for consequential, savings
and transitional matters pursuant to the enactment of this Bill.

Clause 9 provides for the validation of certain Parish Council member appointments
and performance of functions.

Clause 10 and the Schedule provide for savings and transitional matters with respect
to amendments made by this Bill.

Clause 11 provides for commencement.
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