
A BILL

entitled

PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT 2013

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Prisons Act 1979 in order to further deter
and punish the act of conveying prohibited articles into Bermuda’s correctional facilities:

Be it enacted by The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate and the House of Assembly of Bermuda, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Citation
This Act, which amends the Prisons Act 1979 (the “principal Act”) may be cited as

the Prisons Amendment Act 2013.

Amends section 2
Section 2(1) of the principal Act is amended by inserting, immediately after the

definition “probation officer”, the following—

“ “prohibited high risk article” means any—

controlled drug;

firearm (including an imitation firearm);

hand-held mobile telephone (including any equipment or
apparatus fit and intended for use in connection with a hand-held
mobile telephone); or

offensive weapon.”.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Amends section 26
Section 26 of the principal Act is amended—

in the first proviso, by—

deleting “6” and substituting “12”;

deleting “$500” and substituting “$2,000”; and

in the second proviso, by deleting “12 months” and substituting “2 years”.
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Inserts section 26A
The principal Act is amended by inserting next after section 26 the following—

“Conveying prohibited high risk articles into prison
Any person—

who conveys, introduces, or attempts to convey or introduce, or
causes to be conveyed or introduced, any prohibited high risk
article into a prison in contravention of prison rules; or

who conveys or attempts to convey, or causes to be conveyed any
prohibited high risk article, to a prisoner (whether or not within a
prison) in contravention of prison rules,

commits an offence against this Act:

Punishment on summary conviction: imprisonment for 2 years or a fine of $3,000
or both such imprisonment and fine;

Punishment on conviction on indictment: imprisonment for 3 years.”.

26A

(a)

(b)

Amends section 27
Section 27 of the principal Act is amended—

in the headnote by deleting “26 and 27 ” and replace with “25, 26 and 26A”
and

deleting “25 and 26” and substitute with “25, 26 and 26A”.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to amend the Prisons Act 1979 (the “principal Act”), in order to further
deter and punish the act of conveying prohibited articles into Bermuda’s correctional
facilities.

Clause 1 is the citation.

Clause 2 amends section 2(1) of the principal Act, adding the definition “prohibited high
risk article”.

Clause 3 amends section 26 of the principal Act: (a) for summary convictions: (i)
increasing the term of imprisonment from 6 months to 12 months; and (ii) increasing the
fine amount from $500 to $2,000.00; (b) for convictions on indictment: increasing the term
of imprisonment from 12 months to 2 years.

Clause 4 amends the principal Act by adding section 26A thereby creating the new
offence of conveying prohibited high risk articles into prison.

Clause 5 amends section 27 of the principal Act, making consequential amendments
to section 27, to reflect the addition of section 26A.
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