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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
8 FEBRUARY 2013 

9:48 AM 
Sitting Number 1 of the 2013 Session 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Mrs. Shernette Wolffe, Clerk] 

The Clerk: Good morning. Before we begin our pro-
ceedings, I would ask that everyone put their phone 
on vibrate. Thank you. 

I will now begin the session of 2013. This is 
sitting number 1, the Convening of the Legislature, the 
Order of Business. 

LIST OF CERTIFIED MEMBERS 

The Clerk: I will now commence with the reading of 
the list of certified Members that were duly elected on 
the December 17th election. 

Constituency Member 
1–St. George’s North Kenneth Leon Bascome 

2–St. George’s West Nandi Sedona O. Davis 

3–St. David’s Lovitta Fiona Foggo 

4–St. George’s South Suzann S. Roberts-
Holshouser 

5–Hamilton East Derrick Vaughn Burgess 

6–Hamilton West Wayne Livingston Furbert 

7–Hamilton South Sylvan Deveaux Richards, 
Jr. 

8–Smith’s South N. H. Cole Simons 

9–Smith’s West Trevor Gerard Moniz 

10–Smith’s North Michael H. Dunkley 

11–Devonshire East Everard T. (Bob) Richards 

12–Devonshire South Cen-
tral 

L. Craig Cannonier 

13–Devonshire North Cen-
tral 

Glenn Algernon Blakeney 

14–Devonshire North West Glen Cooper Smith 

15–Pembroke East Walter Henri Roban 

16–Pembroke East Central Michael Anthony Weeks 

17–Pembroke Central C. Walton D. Brown, Jr. 

18–Pembroke West Central E. David G. Burt 

19–Pembroke West Jeanne Juanita Atherden 

20–Pembroke South West Susan Elizabeth Jackson 

21–Pembroke South East Rolfe Patton Commissiong 

22–Paget East E. G. (Grant) Gibbons 

23–Paget West Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin 

24–Warwick South East William Lawrence Scott 

25–Warwick North East Mark Pettingill 

26–Warwick South Central Marc A. Raoul Bean 

27–Warwick North Central R. Wayne E. Scott 

28–Warwick West Jefferson Colby Sousa 

29–Southampton East Zane Joseph De Silva 

30–Southampton East 
Central 

Leah K. Scott 

31–Southampton West 
Central 

Shawn Granville Crockwell 

32–Southampton West K. H. Randolph Horton 

33–Sandys South Terry Eugene Lister 

34–Sandys South Central Kim Ninette Wilson 

35–Sandys North Central Dennis Patrick Lister 

36–Sandys North Michael John Scott 

Thank you. 

House of Assembly 
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NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF 
SPEAKER 

 
The Clerk: Under Standing Order 4, we now begin 
with the election of the Speaker. 

Are there any nominations from the floor of 
the House? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Madam Clerk. 
 I would like to nominate the Honourable 
Member, Randy Horton, to the esteemed position of 
Speaker of the House. Thank you. 
 
The Clerk: May I have a seconder, please? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Madam 
Clerk. 

I would like to second that nomination. 
 
The Clerk: Are there any other nominations from the 
floor of the House? 
 Thereby, the Honourable K. H. Randolph Hor-
ton has now been duly elected as the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly for this session 2013. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Clerk: Will Members please bring him to the 
Clerk’s desk, whereby he will need to take the Oath of 
Allegiance and the Oath of an Assemblyman. 
 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE  
HON. K. H. RANDOLPH HORTON 

 
The Clerk: We will now begin with the oath. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: I, K. H. Randolph Hor-
ton, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true alle-
giance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, 
Her heirs and successors according to law. So help 
me God. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. K. H. RANDOLPH HORTON 

 
The Clerk: Now for the Oath of an Assemblyman. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: I, being a Member of 
this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to 
use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private interest, 
gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during my continu-
ance therein. 
 
The Clerk: He is now officially the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly. 
 

[Desk thumping] 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Just before I take Oaths of Allegiance 
from Members of the Assembly, I would take this op-
portunity to say how honoured I am and how proud I 
am and how humbled I am to have been placed in this 
very important position in this House of Assembly. I 
would like to thank, particularly, the constituents of 
constituency 32, who elected me.  

I would like to thank my family. And, indeed, I 
would like to thank all Parliamentarians here today for 
showing the confidence in me in carrying on as the 
Speaker of this House of Assembly. 
 I will certainly do my best to ensure that, as 
we carry on our business, it will be carried out with 
integrity, it will be carried out with fairness, it will be 
carried out in the interests of all of the people of our 
wonderful country, Bermuda. I thank you for this privi-
lege, and I will perform always to the best of my ability 
with full energy in this position. Thank you very much. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: We will now take Oaths of Allegiance 
from all Members, and you will come in groups. We 
will call the names of those who should come. We will 
do six at a time. We will start with these Members, and 
we are doing it in alphabetical order. 
 Member J. J. Atherden—if you would please 
come forward as I call your names. Member K. L. 
Bascome, the Leader of the Opposition— 
 
The Clerk: You know what? You are supposed to do 
the Premier and the Opposition Leader first. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 In fact, Mrs. Atherden, you hold your place, 
please. 

If I can ask the Premier to come, please, and 
be joined by the Leader of the Opposition, that we 
may do these together. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: They are starting out well. They are 
both going to do the same. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Yes, we are going to do one at a time. 
But I would like for you, if you do not mind, later to 
stand here while this takes place. 
 

 House of Assembly 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. L. CRAIG CANNONIER 

 
The Speaker: If you will just read that. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

The Oath of an Assemblyman. 
 
OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 

HON. L. CRAIG CANNONIER 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Honourable Premier, if you will stand here 
next to the Leader of the Opposition while this takes 
place. 
 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. MARC A. R. BEAN 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. MARC A. R. BEAN 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Would you sign? 
 Now that we have our leaders completed, I 
will ask these Members to come, please: 
 Mrs. J. J. Atherden, Mr. K. L. Bascome, Mr. G. 
A. Blakeney (he is not here), Mr. C. Walton Brown, Mr. 
D. V. Burgess, and Mr. E. David Burt. 
 I would think that if we all can look at this and 
read it at the same time; it would certainly save us... 
 Is everyone doing the— 
 

Mr. C. Walton D. Brown: I am affirming. 
 
The Speaker: You are affirming, giving the affirma-
tion. Okay, then. Maybe you can let all the others... 
 
An Hon. Member: All right. 
 
The Speaker: Everyone does the Oath of Allegiance. 
So if you could please all at the same time. Would you 
hold it so that they can all read it? 

Hands on the Bible, please. 
Can you all see it? 

 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
MRS. JEANNE J. ATHERDEN 

MR. KENNETH (KENNY) BASCOME 
MR. DERRICK V. BURGESS, SR. 

MR. E. DAVID G. BURT 
 

Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I do swear that I will 
be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and succes-
sors according to law. So help me God. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
Mr. E. David G. Burt: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Oath of an Assemblyman. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MRS. JEANNE J. ATHERDEN 

MR. KENNETH (KENNY) BASCOME 
MR. DERRICK V. BURGESS, SR. 

MR. E. DAVID G. BURT 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I, being a Member 
of this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God 
to use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private interest, 
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gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during my continu-
ance therein. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I, being a Member of 
this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to 
use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private interest, 
gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during my continu-
ance therein. 
 
Mr. E. David G. Burt: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, gentlemen, and lady. 
You have got to sign the book. 
 
The Speaker: Gentlemen, you have to sign in. 
 Ms. Wolffe? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
  

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 
MR. C. WALTON D. BROWN 

 
Mr. C. Walton D. Brown: I solemnly and sincerely 
affirm and declare that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Sec-
ond, Her heirs and successors according to law. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MR. C. WALTON D. BROWN 

 
Mr. C. Walton D. Brown: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
that I will use and employ my best endeavour therein 
for the general good without respect to private inter-
est, gain or advantage, and will strive to discharge a 
good conscience in all equity and integrity during the 
continuance therein. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, sir. 
 I would ask the following Members to come, 
please: Mr. G. A. Blakeney, Mr. R. Commissiong, Mr. 
S. G. Crockwell, Ms. N. S. Davis, Mr. Z. J. S. De Silva, 
and Mr. M. H. Dunkley. 
 Are they all doing the Oath of an Assembly-
man? Is there anyone not going to do the Oath of an 
Assemblyman, who wants to do the Affirmation of an 
Assemblyman? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  

The Speaker: You will do the affirmation. Okay. First 
we will do the affirmations? 
 First of all, the Oath of Allegiance. Everyone 
does the Oath of Allegiance. 
 Carry on, please. 
 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
MR. GLENN A. BLAKENEY 
MR. ROLFE COMMISSIONG 

HON. SHAWN G. CROCKWELL 
MS. NANDI S. DAVIS 

MR. ZANE J. S. DE SILVA 
HON. MICHAEL H. DUNKLEY 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I do swear that I will be faith-
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
Ms. Nandi S. Davis: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I do swear that I will be faith-
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. And this will be for you four 
here, and you two will be next. Oath of an Assembly-
man. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. SHAWN G. CROCKWELL 

MS. NANDI S. DAVIS 
MR. ZANE J. S. DE SILVA 

HON. MICHAEL H. DUNKLEY 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
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advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Ms. Nandi S. Davis: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 

AFFIRMATION OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MR. GLENN A. BLAKENEY 
MR. ROLFE COMMISSIONG 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
that I will use and employ my best endeavour therein 
for the general good without respect to private inter-
est, gain or advantage, and will strive to discharge a 
good conscience in all equity and integrity during the 
continuance therein. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
that I will use and employ my best endeavour therein 
for the general good without respect to private inter-
est, gain or advantage, and will strive to discharge a 
good conscience in all equity and integrity during the 
continuance therein. 

The Speaker: Thank you, gentlemen and lady. Would 
you sign the . . .  

[Pause] 

The Speaker: The following Members, please come: 
Ms. L. F. Foggo, Mr. W. L. Furbert, Dr. E. G. Gibbons, 
Mrs. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin, and Mrs. Susan E. Jack-
son. Mrs. Jackson is not here, I would ask that Mr. D. 
P. Lister, please come. That is five. Also, Mr. T. E. 
Lister. We might as well put the Listers together. 

All right. All those who are swearing the oath, 
please rest your hand on the Bible. Put your left hand 

on the Bible, right hand up. The Oath of Allegiance—
you can read it together. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
MS. LOVITTA F. FOGGO 

HON. WAYNE L. FURBERT 
DR. THE HON. E. GRANT GIBBONS 

HON. PATRICIA J. GORDON-PAMPLIN 
HON. DENNIS P. LISTER 
HON. TERRY E. LISTER 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Eliza-beth the Second, Her heirs and 
successors according to law. So help me God. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I do swear that I will 
be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and succes-
sors according to law. So help me God. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I do swear that I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and succes-
sors according to law. So help me God. 

Hon. Dennis P. Lister: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors 
according to law. So help me God. 

Hon. Terry E. Lister: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 

The Speaker: And then it is the Oath of an Assem-
blyman. Carry on. 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MS. LOVITTA F. FOGGO 

HON. WAYNE L. FURBERT 
DR. THE HON. E. GRANT GIBBONS 

HON. PATRICIA J. GORDON-PAMPLIN 
HON. TERRY E. LISTER 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

House of Assembly 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I, being a Member of this 
pre-sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private 
interest, gain or advantage, striving to discharge a 
good conscience in all equity and integrity during my 
continuance therein. 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I, being a Member of 
this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to 
use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private interest, 
gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during my continu-
ance therein. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I, being a Member 
of this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God 
to use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private interest, 
gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during my continu-
ance therein. 

Hon. Terry E. Lister: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Members. If you would just 
sign the book, please.  

Mr. Lister? 

The Clerk: Which one did you do? The Oath or the 
Affirmation? The regular one, then sign here, please.  

AFFIRMATION OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. DENNIS P. LISTER 

Hon. Dennis P. Lister: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
that I will use and employ my best endeavour 
therein for the general good without respect to 
private interest, gain or advantage, and will strive to 
discharge a good con-science in all equity and 
integrity during the continu-ance therein. 

 [Inaudible conversation] 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
The next Members to come, please: Mr. T. G. 

Moniz, Mr. M. J. Pettingill, Mr. E. T. (Bob) Richards, 
Mr. S. D. Richards, Mr. W. H. Roban, and Mrs. Su-
zann Roberts-Holshouser. 

Is there anyone not wanting to do the Oath of 
an Assemblyman? 

Hon. Mark  J. Pettingill: I will affirm, please. 

The Speaker: You will do the affirming. You will do 
the affirming?  

Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Yes. 

The Speaker: Okay. So all of us will do the Oath of 
Allegiance, and then—yes. The Oath of the Allegiance 
is the same for both. 

The Clerk: The affirmations go together. The two af-
firmations go together, and the two oaths go together. 

The Speaker: Yes, yes. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. TREVOR G. MONIZ 

HON. MARK J. PETTINGILL 
HON. E. T. (BOB) RICHARDS 

HON. SYLVAN D. RICHARDS, JR. 
MR. WALTER H. ROBAN 

MRS. SUZANN ROBERTS-HOLSHOUSER 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 

Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I do swear that I will be faith-
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 

Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 

Mr. Walter H. Roban: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I do swear that I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and succes-
sors according to law. So help me God. 

The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. The Oath of an As-
semblyman. 

House of Assembly 
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OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. TREVOR G. MONIZ 

HON. MARK J. PETTINGILL 
HON. E. T. (BOB) RICHARDS 

HON. SYLVAN D. RICHARDS, JR. 
MR. WALTER H. ROBAN 

MRS. SUZANN ROBERTS-HOLSHOUSER 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I, being a Member of 
this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to 
use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private interest, 
gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during my continu-
ance therein. 

Mr. Walter H. Roban: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I, being a Mem-
ber of this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty 
God to use and employ my best endeavour therein for 
the general good without any respect to private inter-
est, gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good 
conscience in all equity and integrity during my con-
tinuance therein. 

The Speaker: Thank you, gentlemen and lady. If you 
will sign the book, please. Thank you. 

[Pause] 

The Speaker: Thank you. The next Members, if you 
would please come: Ms. L. K. Scott, Mr. M. J. Scott, 

Mr. R. W. Scott, Mr. W. L. Scott—a lot of Scotts in this 
House—and Mr. N. H. C. Simons. 

Is everyone doing the oath? Okay. Then you 
do the affirmation. So you will not do the oath. 

You are doing the Oath of Allegiance? Put 
your hands on the Bible, please. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. MICHAEL J. SCOTT 

MR. W. LAWRENCE SCOTT 
MR. N. H. COLE SIMONS 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Eliza-beth the Second, Her heirs and 
successors according to law. So help me God. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I do swear that I will be faith-
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I do swear that I will be faith-
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors ac-
cording to law. So help me God. 

The Speaker: Thank you. Oath of an Assemblyman? 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. MICHAEL J. SCOTT 

MR. W. LAWRENCE SCOTT 
MR. N. H. COLE SIMONS 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: I, being a Member of this 
pre-sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without any respect to private 
interest, gain or advantage, striving to discharge a 
good conscience in all equity and integrity during my 
continuance therein. 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

The Speaker: Okay, you two. 
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AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. LEAH K. SCOTT 

HON. R. WAYNE SCOTT 

Hon. Leah K. Scott: I solemnly and sincerely affirm 
and declare that I will be faithful and bear true alle-
giance to Her Majesty bear true allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and 
successors according to law. 

Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I solemnly and sincerely affirm 
and declare that I will be faithful and bear true alle-
giance to Her Majesty bear true allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and 
successors according to law. 

AFFIRMATION OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. LEAH K. SCOTT 

HON. R. WAYNE SCOTT 

Hon. Leah K. Scott: I, being a Member of this present 
Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm that I will 
use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without respect to private interest, gain 
or advantage, and will strive to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during the continu-
ance therein. 

Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm that I 
will use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without respect to private interest, gain 
or advantage, and will strive to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during the continu-
ance therein. 

The Speaker: Will the next Members come, please? 
The final Members to come are Mr. G. Smith, Mr. J. C. 
Sousa, Mr. M. A. Weeks, and Mrs. K. N. Wilson. 

Now, are we all doing the oath? Everyone is 
doing the oath? Okay.  

Then you are doing the affirmation? Okay. All 
right. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
MR. GLEN SMITH 
MR. JEFF SOUSA 

MRS. KIM N. WILSON 

Mr. Glen Smith: I do swear that I will be faithful and 
bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
the Second, Her heirs and successors according to 
law. So help me God. 

Mr. Jeff Sousa: I do swear that I will be faithful and 
bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
the Second, Her heirs and successors according to 
law. So help me God. 

Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth the Second, Her heirs and successors according 
to law. So help me God. 

The Speaker: Okay. And now the Oath of an Assem-
blyman. 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MR. GLEN SMITH 
MR. JEFF SOUSA 

MRS. KIM N. WILSON 

Mr. Glen Smith: I, being a Member of this present 
Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and em-
ploy my best endeavour therein for the general good 
without any respect to private interest, gain or ad-
vantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in all 
equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Mr. Jeff Sousa: I, being a Member of this present 
Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and em-
ploy my best endeavour therein for the general good 
without any respect to private interest, gain or ad-
vantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in all 
equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and 
employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 

The Speaker: Thank you. All right. And Mr. Weeks. 
We can stand here while Mr. Weeks does his Affirma-
tion.  

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 
MR. MICHAEL A. WEEKS 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I solemnly and sincerely af-
firm and declare that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to Her Majesty bear true allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and 
successors according to law. 

AFFIRMATION OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MR. MICHAEL A. WEEKS 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I, being a Member of this pre-
sent Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm that I 
will use and employ my best endeavour therein for the 
general good without respect to private interest, gain 
or advantage, and will strive to discharge a good con-
science in all equity and integrity during the continu-
ance therein. 
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Official Hansard Report 8 February 2013 9 

The Speaker: Thank you very much. 
If you gentlemen and lady can sign the book. 

[Pause] 

The Speaker: I would like to welcome all Members, 
who have now completed their oath or affirmation. 

NOMINATION AND ELECTION 
OF DEPUTY SPEAKER 

The Speaker: Now we come to the point where we 
elect a Deputy Speaker. Are there any nominations for 
the post of Deputy Speaker? 

I recognise first the Honourable Premier, Mr. 
Craig Cannonier. 

Mr. Cannonier? 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to nominate the Honourable 

Member, Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, for the position 
of Deputy Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Mrs. Roberts-Holshouser has been nominat-

ed. Do we have a seconder? 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. I will second that nomination. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. We 
have a seconder, the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Dunkley.  

So Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser has 
been nominated as Deputy Speaker. 

Are there any other nominations for Deputy 
Speaker? 

There seem to be no further nominations. So I 
would like to recognise and welcome and congratulate 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser as the new Deputy 
Speaker. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: At this time, I would like for two of our 
Members—and you will notice we have chosen the 
Members who have probably got more energy than 
most people in the House. They have got to go all the 
way down below and back. But I would like to ask, 
please, if Member W. L. Scott and Member Davis 
would please come and deliver this message to the 
Governor. 

[Pause] 

The Speaker: We have time now to wait, and hopeful-
ly those young Members of Parliament will be back 
shortly. 

[Pause] 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: Members, I have received a notice 
from the Governor. It says: 

“Mr. Speaker: 
“I have the honour to inform the House of As-

sembly that I will deliver the speech on the occasion 
of the convening of Parliament at 11:00 am today, 
Friday, the 8th of February 2013, on the Cabinet Office 
lawn.” 

[signed] Hon. George Fergusson, Govern-
ment House.”  

May I ask that Members please line up in this 
way? We have to wait for the Black Rod, of course. 
Mrs. Wolffe will read the order in which we will go 
down. 

The Clerk: The Whips will get you all assembled in 
the right order. Okay. Starting off, of course, with the 
Black Rod, Sergeant-at-Arms, Clerk to the Legisla-
ture, the Speaker of the House, the Premier, Opposi-
tion Leader, Deputy Speaker, House Leader and 
Government Whip—single-file now. And you have to 
move as swiftly as possible. It went very, very seam-
less on the last convening. It went really well. 

The Hon. Michael Dunkley, Hon. E. T. Rich-
ards, Hon. M. Pettingill, Hon. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin, 
Hon. T. Moniz, Hon. S. Crockwell, Hon. Wayne Scott, 
Dr. the Hon. G. Gibbons, the Hon. S. Richards, the 
Hon. Leah Scott, followed by the Youth Parliamentari-
ans, then followed by Mr. K. Bascome, Ms. N. Davis, 
Mrs. S. Roberts-Holshouser—no. Mrs. S. Roberts-
Holshouser is after the Premier. Mr. Glen Smith, Mrs. 
Jeanne Atherden, Mrs. Susan Jackson, Mr. Jeff Sou-
sa. 

Opposition: Ms. Lovitta Foggo, Opposition 
Whip, Mrs. Kim Wilson, Mr. D. Burt, Mr. W. Brown, Mr. 
W. Roban, Mr. Michael Scott, Mr. Derrick Burgess, Mr. 
Glenn Blakeney, Mr. Zane De Silva, Mr. M. Weeks, 
Hon. W. Furbert, Mr. Lawrence Scott, Mr. 
R. Commissiong, Hon. D. P. Lister, Mr. Terry Lister.  

[Pause] 

The Speaker: Members, may I ask that before we go 
down to the Senate area that you remove all papers 
off your desks so that when we come back we would 
save time in terms of the photographs we will be tak-
ing? Thanks. 

[Pause] 

[Three knocks at the door] 

House of Assembly 



10 8 February 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
Black Rod: Mr. Speaker, I am commanded by His 
Excellency the Governor to request the attendance of 
your Honourable House on the Cabinet Office lawn 
forthwith! 
 
The Speaker: Members, we will now proceed to the 
lawn at Cabinet. Please line up here. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 10:51 am 
 

[Group photos by DCI and Look Bermuda] 
 

Proceedings resumed at 12:32 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Prem-
ier. 
 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 14 AND 21 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that the Standing Orders 14 and 21 be 
suspended to enable me to move a motion relating to 
the Governor’s Speech from the Throne. 
 

MOTION THAT THE GOVERNOR’S 
SPEECH BE TAKEN AS READ AND SET 
DOWN FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE 

NEXT DAY OF MEETING 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the speech with which His Excellency the Governor 
was pleased to open the present session of Parlia-
ment be taken as read and that the said speech be 
set down for consideration as the first Order of the 
Day for the next day of meeting, February 15. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried] 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Speaker, you have the floor. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CLERK  
TO THE LEGISLATURE 

 
The Deputy Speaker: I move that the appointment of 
Mrs. Shernette Ann Wolffe as the Clerk to the Legisla-
ture be approved. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 

[Motion carried] 
 
The Speaker:  Carry on. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
appointment of Mr. Albert D. Fox as Sergeant-at-Arms 
and Keeper of the House and Grounds of the Assem-
bly be approved. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
2 NOVEMBER 2012 

[Deferred] 
 
The Speaker: Members will have been circulated the 
Minutes for the last meeting on Friday, November 2nd. 
I hereby ask that those Minutes be confirmed. 

Is there any objection to those minutes being 
confirmed? 
 
The Clerk: I just want to make a note that they were 
circulated to the former Members. All Minutes are cir-
culated electronically from thereon. And also, most of 
your legislation will be circulated electronically. You 
will get hard copies at times. We will send out every-
thing on Monday. 
 
The Speaker: So Members have not received it then. 
 
The Clerk: Yes, the Members that were here at the 
last Parliament. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. Then we will 
approve these Minutes at the next meeting. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: There are no announcements by the 
Speaker. 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are no messages from the Gov-
ernor. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
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The Speaker: There are no messages from the Sen-
ate. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Mrs. Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, the Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 2011 ANNUAL 
REPORT 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Bermuda Hospitals Board 2011 Annual 
Report. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Thank you. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Minister, E. 
T. (Bob) Richards. You have the floor. 
 

MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLA-
TURE PENSIONS FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR 2008 AND 2009 
 

CONSOLIDATED FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2012 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
following papers to the House: 

1. The Ministers and Members of the Legislature 
Pensions Fund Financial Statements for the 
years ended 31 March 2008 and 2009. 

2. The Consolidated Fund Financial Statements 
for the year ending March 31, 2012. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Please, carry on. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I have some other ones. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 

PENSIONS (INCREASE) ORDER 2013 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Pensions (In-
crease) Order 2013, proposed to be made by the Min-
ister of Finance under the provisions of section 2(2) of 
the Pensions (Increase) Act 1972. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
PENSIONS (PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 

ACT 1981) (INCREASE) ORDER 2013 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 
of Assembly the Pensions (Public Service Superan-
nuation Act 1981) (Increase) Order 2013, proposed to 
be made by the Minister of Finance under the provi-
sions of section 2(2) of the Pensions (Increase) Act— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
An Hon. Member: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, fine. Let us go on. 

Okay, my apologies. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: I saw Mr. Richards standing, and Mr. 
Richards was usually on that side of the House. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Before he was on that side of the 
House. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, you will get 
used to it, right? I think I will start again, Mr. Speaker, 
if you do not mind. 

I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
consideration of the Honourable House of Assembly 
the Pensions (Public Service Superannuation Act 
1981) (Increase) Order 2013, proposed to be made by 
the Minister of Finance under the provisions of section 
2(2) of the Pensions (Increase) Act 1972, as applied 
by section 3(4) of the Public Service Superannuation 
Act 1981. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 

 House of Assembly 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/BHB%20Annual%20Report%202011.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/BHB%20Annual%20Report%202011.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Minsiters%20and%20Members%20Pension%20Fund%20Financial%20Statements%202008.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministers%20and%20Members%20Pension%20Fund%20Financial%20Statements%20%202009.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Bermuda%20Government%20Financial%20Statements%20Consolidated%20Fund%202012.pdf


12 8 February 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
 Carry on, Minister. Or, you are done? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other papers, communications? 
 I recognise the Honourable Dr. Grant Gib-
bons. 
 Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
BERMUDA COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT 2011/12 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Bermuda College Annual Report 
2011/12. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Are there any further papers or com-
munications? 
 I recognise now the Honourable Minister 
Richards. 
 Mr. Richards, you have the floor. 
 

FISHERIES AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2012 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Mr. Speaker, I have 
the honour to attach and submit for the information of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Fisheries 
Amendment Regulations 2012, previously made by 
the former Minister of Environment and Planning, un-
der the provisions of section 13 of the Fisheries Act 
1972. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Minister Crockwell. 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS (EXEMPTION) ORDER 2012 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Public Holidays (Exemption) Order 
2012, previously made by the former Minister of Busi-
ness Development and Tourism, under the provisions 
of section 12 of the Public Holidays Act 1947. 

The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Are there any other papers or commu-
nications? 
 There are none. 
 

PETITIONS 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
  

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
  

QUESTION PERIOD 
 

The Speaker: There are no questions. 
  

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 I recognise now the Honourable Minister, 
Mr.— 

There should be no— 
  

[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: If it was this matter, you should have 
come to me before. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: You were not the Speaker before. 
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Mr. Walter H. Roban: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. My apolo-
gies. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. It should have been made 
known before. 
  

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: Now I should put this in here, sir. 
 I recognise now the Honourable Member, 
Walter Roban. 
 Mr. Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, 
my apologies for my error getting up earlier. 
 
The Speaker: It is quite all right. 
 

TO REJECT REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that 
at the next day of meeting, I propose to move the fol-
lowing motion: 
 This Honourable House opposes the removal 
of term limits until there is a comprehensive immigra-
tion reform which ensures job and career opportuni-
ties for qualified Bermudians in the local economy. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Notices of Motions? 
 I recognise the Premier. 
 Mr. Premier, you have the floor. 
 

MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLA-
TURE (SALARIES AND PENSIONS) ACT 1975  

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you. 
 I give notice that at the next day of meeting, I 
propose to move the following motion: 
 “BE IT RESOLVED” pursuant to section 2 of 
the Ministers and Members of the Legislature (Sala-
ries and Pensions) Act 1975 that the annual salaries 
payable to Members listed in Part A and Officers listed 
in Part B of the table below of the Legislature shall 
have effect from April 1, 2013 through to March 31, 
2014. 
 
The Speaker: Are there objections? 
 There are no objections. 

 Thank you, Premier. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: There are none, other than what we 
have just been through. 
 Mr. Premier? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move for adjournment of this Parliamentary 
session until the next meeting on February 15. 
 
The Speaker: It has been moved that the House be 
adjourned until February 15th at 10:00 am. 

Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 12:42 pm, the House stood adjourned until 10:00 am 
Friday, 15 February 2013.] 
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
15 FEBRUARY 2013 

10:03 AM 
Sitting Number 2 of the 2013 Session 

 
 

 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speak-
er] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
2 NOVEMBER 2012 AND 8 FEBRUARY 2013  

 
The Speaker: Members, we have confirmation of 
Minutes of November 2, 2012, and February 8, 2013. 
 Are there any objections to the confirmation of 
those Minutes? 
 There are none. The Minutes are confirmed. 
 
[Motion carried: Minutes of 2 November 2012 and 8 
February 2013 confirmed.] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are no messages from the Gov-
ernor. 
 
The Speaker: Members, before we move on we will 
now swear in Ms. Jackson, who is coming for the first 
time today. 
 Take the Oath of Allegiance, Ms. Jackson. 
You would like to do the affirmation? You would not 
like to do the oath; is that correct? 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Well, you have to do both. You have to 
do the oath and you do the affirmation.  

So now, first, the Affirmation of Allegiance. 
Members, if we can be attentive. 
 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION  
OF NEW MEMBER 

 
AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mrs. Susan E. Jackson 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: I do solemnly and sincerely 
affirm and declare that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Sec-
ond, Her heirs and successors according to law. 

The Speaker: The oath? 
 

AFFIRMATION OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson 

 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
that I will use and employ my best endeavour therein 
for the general good without respect to private inter-
est, gain or advantage and will strive to discharge a 
good conscience in all equity and integrity during my 
continuance therein. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. If you will please sign the 
book. 
 
[Pause] 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
SELECTION OF MEMBERS TO SESSIONAL COM-

MITTEE AND COMMITTEES FOR THE LIFE OF 
PARLIAMENT 

 
The Speaker: I will now announce the committees for 
the coming session. 
 House and Grounds Committee: Mrs. Su-
zann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, Chair-
man, Mr. J. Sousa, Mr. K. Bascome, Mr. D. Burgess, 
Mr. Z. De Silva. 
 Public Accounts Committee: Mr. David Burt, 
Chairman. Mr. N. H. Simons, Mrs. J. Atherden, Mr. G. 
Smith, Mr. J. Sousa, Mr. T. E. Lister, Ms. L. Foggo. 

Standing Orders and Privileges Commit-
tee: The Speaker is the Chairman. The Premier, Hon. 
Craig Cannonier, the Leader of the Opposition, the 
Hon. Marc Bean, Mr. N. H. C. Simons, Ms. Lovitta 
Foggo, Mr. T. E. Lister. 

Office of the Auditor: Mr. N. H. C. Simons, 
the Chairman. Mrs. J. Atherden, Ms. L. Foggo, Mrs. S. 
Jackson, Mr. D. P. Lister. 

Regulations Committee: Chairman, Mr. G. 
Smith. Mr. K. Bascome, Ms. N. Davis, Mr. G. Blaken-
ey, Ms. K. Wilson. 

Private Bills Committee: Mrs. Suzann Rob-
erts-Holshouser, Chairman. Ms. L. Foggo, Ms. N. Da-
vis, Mr. M. Scott, Mr. N. H. C. Simons, Senator J. E. 
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Dillas-Wright, and there will be one other member 
from the Senate. 

Register of Members’ Interests: Mr. D. P. 
Lister, the Chairman. Mr. L. Scott, Ms. N. Davis, Mr. K. 
Bascome, Mrs. J. Atherden, and there will be two 
Members of the Senate also on that committee. 

Panel of Chairmen: Mrs. Suzann Roberts-
Holshouser is the Chairman. Mr. G. Smith, Mrs. S. 
Jackson, Mr. R. Commissiong, Mr. D. P. Lister, and 
Mr. W. Brown. 

Those are the committees for the ensuing 
session. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Minister, Mr. Dunkley. 
 

PAROLE BOARD 2010 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning, colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the 2010 Parole Board Annual Report. 
 I can also tell you, Mr. Speaker, that the 2011 
and 2012 reports will come in short order. Thank you, 
sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Are there any objections to this being laid?  
There are none. 

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  
OR JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Minister, 
Mr. Dunkley. 
 

AL’S PALS PROGRAMME: A CROSS-MINISTRY 
INITIATIVE 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to update the 
Honourable House on the cross-ministry initiative be-
tween the Ministry of Public Safety and the Ministry of 
Education that supports Bermuda’s drug prevention 
efforts in stopping drug use before it starts, as high-

lighted in the National Drug Control Policy Master 
Plan and Action Plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, since 2009, the Department of 
National Drug Control, a department now under the 
Ministry of Public Safety, has worked in collaboration 
with the Department of Education to introduce a com-
prehensive curriculum and teacher training program 
that develops social and emotional skills, self-control, 
problem-solving abilities and healthy decision-making 
in our children ages 3 to 8 years old. 
 The Al’s Pals: Kids Making Healthy Choices 
programme is recognised as an evidenced-based 
model prevention programme. Through fun lessons, 
engaging puppets, original music and effective teach-
ing approaches, the Al’s Pals programme aims to: 

• help our young children regulate their own 
feelings and behaviours, allowing educators 
more time for creative teaching by reducing 
the need for discipline; 

• create and maintain classroom environments 
of caring, cooperation, respect and responsi-
bility;  

• teach conflict resolution and peaceful prob-
lem-solving; 

• promote appreciation of differences and posi-
tive social relationships; 

• prevent and address bullying behaviour; 
• convey clear messages about the harms of 

alcohol, tobacco and other forms of drugs. 
In addition, Mr. Speaker, it will build children’s 

abilities to make healthy choices and to cope with 
life’s difficulties. 
 Mr. Speaker, Phase I of this initiative was 
conducted in March of 2009 when 60 educational pro-
fessionals, including preschool teachers, paraprofes-
sionals and school administrators in the public system 
received training to deliver this effective curriculum-
based programme. 

Reports from the Early Childhood Education 
Officer (at that time) were very positive. It was report-
ed that Al’s Pals programmes allowed teachers to be 
creative whilst delivering individual lessons, and is 
suitable for interacting with all students. It was also 
stated that the programme allowed students to partici-
pate actively in the activities without difficulty and to 
receive long-lasting and encouraging messages in 
regards to positive decision making. Some teachers 
noted that they have seen definite positive changes in 
children’s behaviour when using the programme. To 
date, Mr. Speaker, all preschools in the public system 
are using this programme and are reporting positive 
responses for our young students.  

Mr. Speaker, on Monday last, February 11, I 
had the pleasure, along with the Minister of Education, 
the Hon. Senator Nalton Brangman, to open Phase II 
of the Al’s Pal’s curriculum training program for P1 
and P2 teachers, along with a refresher course for 
those previously trained in 2009. The goal of the 
Phase II is to ensure that there is continuous healthy 
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education in this regard and to give clear messages 
that no use of alcohol, tobacco or other drugs is ac-
ceptable throughout our primary school, kindergarten 
and P1 and P2, Mr. Speaker. 

Last week we saw 60 educational profession-
als in the full course and another 48 who participated 
in the refresher course. The full course included two 
days of training focused on research behind the Al’s 
Pal’s curriculum, followed by interactive hands-on 
training on how to effectively implement the curriculum 
to our young people. The refresher course, which was 
for a three-hour session, focused on a review of the 
key elements of the programme, discussion on real 
classroom success and challenges and further skills 
training to address those identified challenges. The 
goal was for all participants, our teachers, to leave the 
training equipped and competent in implementing cur-
riculum in their classroom. 

Mr. Speaker, the Department of National Drug 
Control has funded this training programme and pro-
vided each education professional with classroom kits 
that include the Al’s Pals puppets, 48 lessons plan-
ning, a teacher’s guide and music DVD’s. The goal is 
to ensure that our young students receive critical skills 
and knowledge to equip them to effectively navigate 
the numerous challenges that they are presented with 
in their young lives, especially as it relates to manag-
ing decisions around alcohol and drug use. 

The accompanying goal was to ensure that 
teachers can more effectively address classroom con-
cerns, such as managing anger and aggression, 
managing defiance and oppositional behaviour, ad-
dressing the lack of social skills, and providing age-
appropriate alcohol and drug use prevention educa-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, words cannot express the ne-
cessity of instilling pro-social values and supporting 
positive behaviour in our young people as early as 
possible. Early antisocial behaviours are a key risk 
factor for future problem behaviours in our children, 
and the Al’s Pals programme is designed for profes-
sionals to intervene early when children are first form-
ing attitudes and behaviours. By intervening earlier we 
can begin to address the issues plaguing our commu-
nity involving drugs, crime and gangs. 

Mr. Speaker, as I close, I would like to thank 
the Director of the National Drug Control, Joanne 
Dean, and Chevonna Cann for their work in this re-
gard. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Ministerial Statements? 
 There are none. 
  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  

QUESTION PERIOD 
  

The Speaker: Are there any questions on Mr. 
Dunkley’s Ministerial Statement? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Scott. 
 
QUESTION NO. 1 ON AL’S PALS PROGRAMME: A 

CROSS-MINISTRY INITIATIVE 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister. Hav-
ing regard to the climate of the growth of gang affilia-
tion in our midst, has the Minister considered linking 
Al’s Pals programme to ensuring that gang affiliation, 
participation and involvement is added to the list with-
in the Al’s Pals programme? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you, Honourable Member, for that 
question—a very good question and a timely question 
as well. In fact, we have done that already. The Minis-
try of Public Safety, with the Ministry of Education, has 
held a couple of meetings in regard to establishing 
anti-gang programmes in our middle schools. The Al’s 
Pals is in the kindergarten schools. We are going to 
carry it forward to our middle schools, and we are 
making progress in that. The Honourable House will 
be informed how we progress in this, and we intend to 
move on it very quickly. 
 The Ministry of Education, I can report, is real-
ly working well in this programme. Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. 
Foggo. 
 
QUESTION NO. 2 ON AL’S PALS PROGRAMME: A 

CROSS-MINISTRY INITIATIVE 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Honourable Minister please indicate 
what sort of assessment tools are in place to evaluate 
the programme, once having identified a youngster 
who has exhibited behaviour that would suggest that 
they are being impacted by negative social phenome-
na? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, two parts to 
the answer to that question. The first part is, this pro-
gramme is catching our children at a very young age. 
So we are getting out ahead of the curve. In regard to 
the assessment, I will bring at the next meeting a full 
report on how they do it in the schools without an-
swering just off the top of my head. 
 Thank you. 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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 Supplementary? 
 All right. Thank you. 
 No further questions? 
 There are no further questions. 
  

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Premier, 
Mr. Cannonier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have a few here. I would first like to 
acknowledge the untimely death of Kenneth Hubbard. 
This is the father of our former Senator Dr. Kathy 
Michelmore and, of course, our former professional 
cyclist Elliot Hubbard. He suffered a very untimely 
death. He had spent two months over in Australia with 
his daughter and family, and unfortunately came 
home and had a fall. Massive haemorrhaging of the 
brain took place, and he has since passed.  

I would like to send condolences to the family.  
I did get to know Mr. Hubbard fairly well over the last 
couple of years. A very small gentleman in stature, but 
very strong in some of the words and advice he had 
given me. And so we would like to send condolences 
to the family on this very untimely death. 
 I would also like to recognise a young man, 
Jason “JRoc” (some of you may know him) Darrell, 
who passed away unfortunately in an accident. I also 
got to know him just recently over the last year. He 
had joined our youth wing in the OBA, and was a very 
energetic man looking for opportunity. For us to have 
lost another young man to a tragic accident like that is 
definitely a loss. We need to support his family. So we 
would like to send condolences there as well. 
 In addition to that, friend of mine back from 
when—we were not in the same university together, 
but I would also like to recognise and send my deep-
est condolences to the former Minister, Mr. Weeks. 
What a tragic day to have to get that news. I want you 
to know, Minister, that our family continues to pray for 
your family as you are bereaved. I cannot imagine 
what you are going through at this time having that 
loss. I am sure that Christmas will never be the same 
for you. But you do have support. I know that your 
colleagues . . . I would like to associate the whole 
House of Assembly here, Mr. Speaker, on this. We all 
have come to love and be endeared to the Honoura-
ble Member of the House. 
 So thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber, Ms. Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associat-
ed with the condolences for Jason Darrell, who was a 

constituent of mine, as well as for the Honourable M. 
Weeks. I was very close to the Weeks family, and I 
can indeed call them family. I am not going to take too 
much time with this because I recognise many people 
wish to speak, and we have only three minutes. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send out condo-
lences to the family of the late Thelma Foggo, who 
died shortly after the election. She was definitely an 
ardent supporter of myself. She was well known in her 
community. Her family is well known in the communi-
ty, and very much beloved, especially by the St. Luke 
AME Church members and through St. David’s. She 
will be much missed, Ms. Thelma Foggo. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to give congratulato-
ry remarks to some of our outstanding Bermudians, 
who were basically published in the West Indian Med-
ical Journal for having done some advanced work and 
research on pneumonia. Indeed, the published work is 
entitled “A severe pneumonia due to methicillin re-
sistant Staphylococcus aureus.” In looking at this re-
search, they looked at the vertical transmission of 
pneumonia. 
 The people that I would like to point out are 
Ms. Crooks, Ms. Ross, Mr. Grant, Anmolsingh, Dr. 
Gabriel (I think everybody knows this young lady. I 
think she headed the students’ medical programme), 
also Ms. Amy [Foggo-]Osseyran (I think everybody 
knows that young lady), Ms. Carroll and Dr. Clyde 
Wilson. Most of these people are associated with King 
Edward Hospital, and indeed I think accolades must 
go out to them for this advanced research that they 
have done in the area of pneumonia. 
 At this time, Mr. Speaker, I just want to men-
tion, off my head, congratulatory remarks for our gym-
nastics group who performed down there and trained 
in St. David’s. I think, having read the papers recently, 
they are still doing extremely well in their performanc-
es overseas. I do believe that they performed in Chi-
cago. Though I cannot name all the young ladies at 
this point in time, I think they gave a stellar perfor-
mance in representing Bermuda in this particular 
round. So on those words, Mr. Speaker, I will take my 
seat.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Minis-
ter, Mr. E. T. Richards. 
 Minister Richards, you have the floor. 
  
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to send 
condolences to the late Mr. Erskine Adderley. Mr. Ad-
derley, first of all, I have to say— 
 
The Speaker: You are sending them to the family of 
the late. 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The family—excuse me—
of Mr. Erskine Adderley. Quite right, quite right. The 
family of Mr. Erskine Adderley, of whom we have a 
Member in this Honourable House, Mrs. Jeanne 
Atherden. I think the Honourable Opposition Leader 
would like to be associated with these condolences, 
and all of my colleagues on this side of the House as 
well, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, growing up, I knew Mr. Adderley 
as a very, very prominent Bermudian. As I got older, I 
came to realise that he was a real entrepreneurial pi-
oneer in this country. When other people were just 
talking about getting ahead, Mr. Adderley and the oth-
er Adderley brother—i.e., his wife, Pearl Adderley—
were breaking down barriers and starting business 
enterprises in this Island, the likes of which had never 
been seen before. He was really a pioneer in a time 
when very few people actually were doing this.  

Mr. Adderley was also very keen to have 
Bermudians obtain an education. He provided many 
scholarships to young people to get an education dur-
ing a time when education was not free. Particularly, 
secondary education was not free in those days, and 
Mr. Adderley provided scholarships for many people 
who are now prominent Bermudians. So we have lost 
a real pioneer, Mr. Speaker, and someone who lived a 
long and very fruitful life. He will be sorely missed. 
 I also would like to personally send out my 
condolences to the Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, 
for his loss, a very tragic thing. I have been there, un-
fortunately, and I know that it is not something that 
ordinary people can appreciate. But with everybody’s 
help, my honourable friend, you and your family will 
get through it.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, no parent expects to outlive their 
children. I too wish to be associated with the remarks, 
the kind remarks expressed by the Premier, Mr. Can-
nonier, the Honourable Member, and also to express 
condolences to the families of two young men who 
were callously and viciously hunted down and mur-
dered near, or in, Belvin’s grocery store. Both men 
were my constituents. And I am speaking of Haile 
(“Starchild”) Ab Outerbridge, the son of Marilyn Outer-
bridge and Gladwin Outerbridge, who predeceased 
his son, and the family of Mr. Rico Furbert. Nicole 
Furbert is his mother. Charles Riley is his father, and 
the grandfather is Mr. Leroy Riley, a well-known la-
bour advocate in Bermuda. I would just love for the 
House to offer condolences to these families over 
their tragic and untimely loss. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Sousa. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also be associat-
ed with the condolences to MP Weeks, and likewise I 
am very saddened to hear of the passing of Mr. Hub-
bard, whom I had just seen in the grocery store on 
Saturday. I likewise would like to be associated with 
one of my constituents, Erskine Eugene Adderley, 
who is, obviously, father of my colleague, Jeanne 
Atherden, JP, MP, and former Member of Parliament, 
Erskine Adderley. 
 Also, I would like to send condolences to the 
family of another prominent businessman, William 
Donald Thomson—many would fondly know him as 
Bill—of North Winds, 10 Burgess Point, Riddell’s Bay 
Road. Many might not know this, but Bill spent a great 
deal of his time developing the captive insurance in-
dustry in Bermuda, together with Fred Reiss, David 
Graham and others. This went on to be the very 
strong reinsurance industry we all benefit from so 
much today.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Roban. 
 Mr. Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to certainly be associated with the 
remarks of my honourable colleagues, Mr. Commis-
siong and Mr. Richards, on the passing and condo-
lences they have already given. 
 I would like to actually ask that a congratulato-
ry remark be sent to Reverend Nicholas Dill, who was 
recently elected to be ordained as the new Bishop of 
Bermuda. I would like to associate perhaps the whole 
House with that, for the obvious reasons. 
 
The Speaker: The Speaker, as well, please. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I know Mr. Dill personally, Mr. 
Speaker, as he was once pastor of a church in my 
district, St. Monica’s Mission. He clearly endeared 
himself to that congregation and many in the commu-
nity by the work he has done, not only with them to 
ensure the church had a full, healthy spiritual life, but 
also with anti-violence in the community of St. Mon-
ica’s Mission and certainly with the work of my col-
league, Mr. Weeks, in that area. 
 Nicholas Dill has been a tireless worker in 
making the violence of our community dissipate in an 
area that has experienced a considerable amount of 
violence. So I would like to ensure that the House 
sends congratulatory remarks to him for his great 
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achievement to be a Bermudian bishop for our won-
derful country. 
 The last congratulatory remark I would like to 
make—it does not need to be a letter sent, but I would 
just like the House to note that this is the week of the 
50th anniversary of the founding of the Progressive 
Labour Party. I think it is important that that be noted, 
as it is Bermuda’s oldest political party that has cer-
tainly participated in transforming this country in nu-
merous ways and in ensuring that democracy has a 
healthy and prosperous future for all of our citizens. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: So I would just like to end with 
that remark. No need for a letter to be sent. I think 
taking note of it in the record is sufficient. 
 
The Speaker: Certainly we can. Congratulations can 
be sent to the Progressive Labour Party, of course. 
Absolutely. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, okay. As long as it is ap-
propriate. I did not want to seem that I was trying to 
endear or ingratiate an organisation that I am proud to 
be a part of. But if a note of thanks can be sent, I think 
it is appropriate for this very important, historic week.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. Thank you. Thank you, 
Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Scott, Minister Scott. 
 
 Hon. R. Wayne Scott:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Of course, I would like to be associated as 
well with the condolences on the passing of Mr. Hub-
bard. Of course, he is the father of a very good friend 
of mine, a former fellow cyclist. And Mr. Hubbard, as 
you may know, is also quite keen on the bicycle as 
well. 

I just want to personally give my condolences 
to my Shadow Minister, Michael Weeks, on the pass-
ing of his son. 
 On congratulatory remarks, Mr. Speaker—
Teresa Perozzi, and of course, her rematch on Febru-
ary the 2nd with Tori Nelson, of course with that draw 
she kept her WBA Middleweight belt. And I have been 
asked to associate Deputy Leader Mr. Dunkley and 
my fellow Warwick MP, Mr. Jeff Sousa, and the Shad-
ow and Blakeney, and the whole House. 

I am sure the whole House would want to join 
me in giving congratulatory remarks for Nahki Wells, 
of course, for he and his Bradford City team’s upcom-
ing final at the famed Wembley Stadium this coming 
weekend. 

And of course, I would like to be associated 
with the comments by Ms. Foggo on our gymnastics 
team. Thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Wayne Furbert, from Hamilton Parish. 

Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Michael Jackson wrote a song. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sang the song “Gone Too 
Soon.” Since last year, Mr. Speaker, we have lost 
many young people in our community. I must refer to 
my good friend, the Honourable Michael Weeks, who 
lost his son. It is definitely . . . I do not understand it. I 
am sure I do not understand the pain as he and my 
honourable friend, Bob Richards, has spoken. But I 
am sure our hearts go out to that family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the congratulatory [remarks] to Mr. Nicholas 
Dill. I think he is a remarkable gentleman. I think they 
have picked the right person for that position as bish-
op of that institution. 
 Mr. Speaker, also in keeping . . . there is a 
saying that you are here today, gone tomorrow. That 
is not just with death, but politics is also one of those 
things. And before we closed, we had many Members 
in this House who served who are not sitting here to-
day. They did not have the time to stand up, and it is 
unfortunate because you never know when you will be 
called. So I would like to ask this Honourable House 
to send a thank-you, congratulatory, whatever it is, to 
those Honourable Members who served for such a 
long time. We can think of individuals such as the 
Honourable Member who sat in your place, Mr. Lowe, 
who I think was the longest-serving Member in Par-
liament. And of course, the Honourable Member, Wal-
ter Lister, and the list goes on.  

Unfortunately, we lost three premiers in one 
swoop on December 17th. But I am sure the Clerk can 
remember those individuals and send a thank-you for 
their service to this Honourable House.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Dr. Gibbons. 
 Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like to con-
gratulate two young women who have excelled in their 
respective fields. The first is Eleanor Gardner, who 
was named as the Bermuda Rhodes Scholar at the 
end of last year. Ms. Gardner is going on to study at 
Oxford. She is currently at Johns Hopkins University 
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and has both been an avid swimmer and very in-
volved in sailing as well. She is going to study political 
philosophy at Oxford, political theory. So I suspect we 
may be seeing more of her at some point in the future. 
 The second young woman is Kirsten Faria, 
who was promoted recently to the very senior position 
of Chief Operating Officer of Allied World [Assurance 
Company, Ltd], or AWAC, as it is commonly known. 
She has been there for about 10 years, started out as 
a junior underwriter and has worked her way up over 
the years and has been promoted to certainly a very 
significant position. It is good to see young Bermudi-
ans getting into these positions as they gain experi-
ence and move on. 
 I would also like to congratulate another Ber-
mudian, in some respects through her father. That is 
Cheryl Packwood, who, with Ms. Hollis Hallett, is 
launching the second edition of the late Cyril Outer-
bridge Packwood’s Chained on the Rock:, Slavery in 
Bermuda. That is coming out in the next couple of 
weeks, but again, a very significant addition to Ber-
muda’s historical legacy, and I think that requires 
some acknowledgement. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
also ask that condolences be sent to the family of the 
late Allan Doughty, Sr.. Many would have known Mr. 
Doughty. He was a senior member of the Marketplace 
family, worked there over many years, an avid sailor. 
His boat was referred to as Asteroid. I think many will 
recognise that name as having won a number of Ber-
muda race designations and also not only in the na-
tional, but international race circuit as well. Also a man 
of very strong faith and at his service he was referred 
to as “a most steady man.” 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences to the family of the late Ken Hubbard. 
Also to the Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, on the 
very tragic loss of his son. To the family of the late 
Erskine Adderley, and particularly my colleague, 
Jeanne Atherden, the Honourable Member in this 
House. To the family of the late Bill Thomson, as well. 
Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated with 
the congratulations to the new Bishop of Bermuda, the 
Reverend the Bishop Nicholas Dill. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Michael Scott. 
 Mr. Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, a few congratulations and an 
obituary. 
 Sir, may I first ask that this Honourable House 
send a letter of condolences to the family of the late 
Mrs. Eunice Gwendoline Trew, of Sandys Parish, a 
mother of a beautiful family of two sons, two daugh-

ters and actually a deceased son. Mrs. Trew was de-
scribed by her children as one of the best mothers in 
the world. I knew and grew up with that family. Sir, I 
recall, and should mention, that yourself and the fami-
ly of the Fairmont were all present at the home-going 
service for Mrs. Trew. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: As we said farewell to a true 
mother of the Parish of Sandys, who lived there in 
Ferry Lane. So the condolences to Robert and Allan 
and to Molly and Diane, and the extended family. 
 Sir, on congratulations, may I ask that this 
Honourable House send a note of congratulations, 
first to the two most recent inductees to the Bermuda 
College. In order of their occurrence they are Dr. and 
Marion Robinson and the Honourable Dame Jennifer 
M. Smith, who were inducted as the most recent Fel-
lows of the Bermuda College. 

And before I take my seat may I associate 
myself with my colleague and friend, the Honourable 
Michael Weeks and his family. The whole House has 
associated ourselves with that sadness, and I certain-
ly want to underscore it and to also underscore the 
kind and deserving congratulations to Bishop-elect 
Nicholas Dill. The church leadership under his vigor-
ous leadership, I am sure, is something that we can 
now hold much confidence in. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable and Learned 
Member. (My apologies.) 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, Mrs. Roberts-Holshouser. You have the 
floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like to take the opportunity to send a 
letter of congratulations to the Major the Reverend 
David Raths. Now, the reason why he is now with the 
new title of “major” is he is the new chaplain for the 
Bermuda Regiment. I believe that there has been a 
period of almost 20 years since they last had a chap-
lain at the Regiment. So I know that they are in very 
good hands. So a letter of congratulations would be 
appreciated. 
 In addition to that letter of congratulations, I 
would also like a letter of congratulations to be sent to 
Bermuda CableVision. That would be for their presen-
tation in which they recognised three community 
awards to those advocating cultural diversity in Ber-
muda. It was a wonderful event, and of course, the 
three organisations—Bermuda Sloop Foundation, 
Vasco da Gama and The West Indian Association—
won their awards. But I would recognise Bermuda 
CableVision, as they put on the event. I believe this is 
not the first of their events. If you were able to attend 
that event, you would have seen the variety of diversi-
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ty, of nationalities that live in Bermuda. And I was able 
to participate as part of my Indian heritage in Bermu-
da. 
 In addition, I would also like to be associated 
with the letter of congratulations to the Bermuda 
Gymnastics Association. Indeed, back a little further 
(in January), our team won 95 medals as part of the 
international competition challenges that were held at 
the beginning of the year. So I would like that to be 
added to their letter. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also take this opportunity to 
add my voice to the condolences sent to Mr. Erskine 
Adderley and to his family members. I want to say—I 
know I only have three minutes—but on the heels of 
Valentine’s Day, one of the most fascinating stories 
that I heard was the story of love, how during the life 
of his wife, the two of them would go to lunch with 
friends once a month. After the passing of Mr. Adder-
ley’s wife, he continued to go to lunch, but would pick 
up flowers along the way. And after lunch, he would 
drop those flowers off at his wife’s grave. That is a 
true sign of love that continues after death. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from Warwick, Mr. L. Scott. 
 Mr. Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like this House to send a letter of 
condolences to the family of Ms. Lorrie Bennett-Bean, 
who tragically lost her son, Torrie Baker, on our roads 
on January 19, and then approximately two weeks 
later lost her husband, Millard Bean, in the industrial 
accident. Her son, Torrie Baker, whom I personally 
knew, was a talented singer–songwriter here in the 
local music industry, as well as a volunteer fire fighter, 
and also worked at the airport for United Airlines. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister, Mr. Richards. 
 Minister Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I also would like to be affiliated with the con-
dolences to my good friend, Mr. Weeks, on the tragic 
passing of his son. My family has also been hit by 
tragedy of that nature, so I understand the emotions. 
 I would also like to recognise and send condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Ernest Llewellyn “Lou” Pet-
ty, who was born February 23, 1925, and passed 
away October 26, 2012. Mr. Petty, on his 18th birth-
day, joined the Royal Navy, fought in World War II. He 
served on a motor torpedo boat in Malta, and then on 
the destroyer HMS Kimberley on the Mediterranean 
Sea. Upon returning to Bermuda immediately after the 

war, he worked at H.M. Customs. Not long after that, 
Lou purchased a small wholesale company called 
Winter-Cookson [Petty, Ltd] that was virtually bank-
rupt, and built it into one of the stronger wholesale 
companies in the Island until it merged with Butterfield 
& Vallis in 1997. 
 He was a long-serving member of several 
local company boards, including the Bank of Bermuda 
and Kentucky Fried Chicken. He was instrumental in 
creating several new companies on the Island, includ-
ing Aardvark Advertising, Bermuda International Ship-
ping and Somers Isles Shipping , where he was elect-
ed the first chairman of the board. 
 He was a Commissioner of the Eastern Dis-
trict of the Scouting Association in Bermuda, and had 
a huge impact on many young men’s lives with his 
work with that association. He was a church warden 
for many years at St. Mark’s Church and served on 
the vestry there. He was also a trustee of the War 
Vets Association. 
 Lou marched—and this is amazing—in every 
Remembrance Day Parade after the war ended right 
up until his passing. Lou Petty leaves behind his wife, 
Joan, of 63 years, three sons, Steven, Kevin and Tim-
othy, along with many friends, family and acquaint-
ances.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, Mr. T. E. Lister. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning to you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to first join in the 
condolences to my colleague, Mr. Michael Weeks, the 
Honourable Member. You know, many times we go to 
funerals and the person in charge will say, “This is a 
celebration.” Sometimes it is; sometimes it is not. At 
the funeral of Malik Weeks, we had a celebration. His 
life was celebrated. And it was celebrated by all who 
either went to the front or those who, like myself, sat 
in the congregation. We could feel the sense of love 
and care that the family had, not only for Malik, but for 
one another. And that was surely borne out.  

I know this: There were some tears there that 
day. I am even sure that there were many tears since. 
But I would like this House, together, to give our 
Brother Weeks our assurance that we will stand with 
him and express our love to him. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the same regard, I would like 
to express my condolences to the family of Mr. Jevan-
ie “Smokey” Fubler, who tragically died just recently. 
He was a fire service officer, and the fire service 
turned out in great numbers to send him off. I will as-
sociate the Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, and the 
Honourable Member, Marc Bean with that.  

Mr. Fubler was . . . just by the name you know 
where he was from. He is from a Somerset family. 
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Although he himself lived in Devonshire, it is a Som-
erset family. And the family, a large, well-organised, 
caring family, has suffered a great loss. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to send condo-
lences to the Simons and Chumley family upon the 
loss of what we would consider one of the figures of 
the White Hill area. Anybody who passes through 
White Hill knew “Ally-Soup.” James “Ally-Soup” Si-
mons. He could not be missed. You know, some 
would have seen him as an old vagabond almost. But 
Mr. “Ally-Soup” Simons was a great athlete in his day. 
In fact, playing cricket for Somerset Bridge many 
years ago, he was hit in the head. And that gave rise 
to his inability to function in the normal way. So he 
became who he was. He was a friendly man, and he 
was one who, if you took the time to talk to him, you 
could engage him. He will be missed. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the congratulations side, I 
would like to congratulate the great Somerset Cricket 
Club on their 112th anniversary. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. That sounds good. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Well, you know, it has come at 
a time when we are making a move towards restoring 
ourselves at Silver City. The trophy cupboard is start-
ing to fill up. It is my wish, Mr. Speaker, as it is yours, 
that that will continue. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
extend congratulations to a friend of mine, Ms. 
Gaynell Hayward, who was married yesterday on Val-
entine’s Day to Mr. Val Caesar, formerly of TCD. I am 
sure many people remember Val from TCD. He is now 
a lawyer. And, very romantically, they decided that 
they would have their wedding on Valentine’s Day.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister, Patricia Gordon-Pamplin. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate myself 
with the remarks of condolences to be sent to the fam-
ily of Michael Weeks, the Honourable Member, on the 
passing of his son. I do not think anybody could have 
expressed it more eloquently than did my colleague, 
the Honourable Member, Terry Lister, in terms of the 
celebration that we experienced on that particular day. 
I am sure the pain will diminish with time. But just 
know that we are here to support you. 

 Likewise, I would like to associate myself with 
the remarks of condolences being sent to the Adder-
ley family, the Thomson family, the Hubbard family, 
the Bean and Baker families as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is no female who can sit in 
this Honourable House who is unable to acknowledge 
those on whose shoulders we stand. I speak of none 
other than the late Anita Smith, a former Member of 
Parliament who passed away. She was from St. 
George’s. Her son, Gary Kent Smith, and his wife, 
eulogised their mother.  

As we as females sit in this Honourable 
House, we recognise that it is but for those champi-
ons, but for those ladies who paved the way that we 
would be unable to be here today. We know that we 
grew up in a particularly misogynist society, in which 
the order of the day was to have male representation. 
I think that when some of these ladies put themselves 
forward to offer themselves to serve the country of 
Bermuda, it started a new trend. And I believe that we 
have been able to see the benefits of those initial sac-
rifices as we have more and more women being in-
corporated in our Parliament. 

We would like to associate with these remarks 
the Honourable Members from the other side, the 
Honourable Whip, Lovitta Foggo, the Honourable 
Member, Kim Wilson, the Honourable Member, Mi-
chael Weeks, the Honourable Member from our side, 
Michael Dunkley, the Honourable Premier . . . let us 
say the whole house. Because I believe that the ef-
forts that were put forward by these women are wor-
thy of note and certainly worthy of all of our support 
and all of our admiration. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would ask that this 
Honourable House send a letter of condolences to the 
family of the late Elise Suber. Mrs. Suber was a stal-
wart in the St. Paul’s AME Church. She was a trustee. 
She was on the stewardess board. And she was just a 
delightful, delightful lady. She actually, Mr. Speaker, 
was the third in a line of tragedy for that family, if I 
may say, because her son Wayne buried his nephew 
by a road accident, who was Tumaini Steede, as we 
heard last summer. He buried his wife very shortly 
thereafter, who was Annette Butterfield, and then he 
buried his mother, Mrs. Elise Suber. So I know that 
there is difficulty for that family in dealing with triple 
tragedy as such. But we know that our love and sup-
port goes along with them, and I ask that this Honour-
able House send letters of condolences to them. 

Very quickly, finally, if this House can send a 
letter of congratulations to Mrs. Aloma Simmons, who 
is a resident of Matilda Smith Rest Home, who just 
celebrated her 102nd birthday. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. David Burt. 
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 Mr. Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and good 
morning. Good morning, colleagues. 
 First, Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate 
myself with the condolences for the Honourable 
Member, MP Weeks, on the passing of his son Malik. 
I knew Malik. I got to know him, and it was definitely a 
tragic loss, and my wife and I, of course, were very 
upset to hear about the news. 
 I would also like to associate myself with the 
condolences that were sent to the family of Rico 
Furbert and Haile Outerbridge. I knew Haile from 
when I was very young. We attended elementary 
school together. The loss, of course, is very painful for 
those families. 
 To move on, a few more letters of condo-
lence, if I may, Mr. Speaker. I would like to ask the 
family of Roslyn Harvey,  who passed away on Janu-
ary 19 this year. I would like to ask if the condolences 
could be sent to her children. That would be Clinton 
Lynette, my godmother Barbara, Colin and April. Also, 
for the family of Naomi Ebbin. She passed away, I 
think, after 93 years. Her daughters are Meredith, An-
drea and Jennifer. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would ask that a letter 
of condolence please be sent to the family of Mr. Mark 
Dill. Mark passed away on January 20. I know I would 
associate the Honourable MP Weeks, because we 
both attended the home-going service for him at the 
Salvation Army. It was a loss before time, but I hope 
that his family will be comforted in their time of be-
reavement. 
 Finally, on a happier note, and I think I would 
like to ask that this Honourable House please send a 
note of congratulations to Devonshire Recreation Club 
on winning the Friendship Final on New Year’s. 
  
The Speaker: Very good, very good. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We would like to associate all of 
them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
and Learned Member, Mr. Shawn Crockwell, the Min-
ister for Tourism. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like the Honourable 
House to send a letter of condolence to the family of 
the late Dr. Vincent John, DDS, MBE. I would like to 
associate the Opposition Leader and the entire 
House, to the family. Dr. John, as you know, was a 
well-known dentist who practised until the young age 
of 81. He was a graduate of Howard University and 
Berkeley Institute, Mr. Speaker, and he pledged a 

great fraternity, my fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha, at 
Morgan State. 
 I can recall, Mr. Speaker, whenever I encoun-
tered Dr. John at various fraternity functions, he al-
ways had a wonderful smile. But what really got me 
was that he always gave me a firm handshake and an 
encouraging word. You may know that he was an avid 
cricketer and footballer, Mr. Speaker, and he served 
as the president of the Bermuda Cricket Board of 
Control for a few years. And I would just like to send 
these condolences to his family, particularly his 
daughter, Erica John, whom I know personally. 
 Also, I would like a letter of condolence to be 
sent to the family of Ms. Vanessa Roberts, Mr. 
Speaker, a very beautiful and elegant woman, long-
time wife of Mr. Altimont Roberts, better known as 
“Alti,” well-known constituents in number 31. I would 
like to associate Dr. Gibbons and Mr. Zane De Silva, 
Honourable Members.  

I never had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. 
Roberts. Even when I went to canvass during the writ 
period, she was not well enough to receive me. But I 
know her daughters very well, two of her daughters. I 
know Alexis Roberts and Zoe Roberts very well, and, 
Mr. Speaker, if the daughters are a reflection of their 
mother, I can say that she must have been a wonder-
ful woman indeed. 
 Also, I would like to be associated with the 
condolences sent to the family of our colleague, MP 
Mr. Weeks. Correct me if I am wrong, but I do believe 
that Malik worked at Ascots. And it was not long be-
fore that tragedy that I went there and I was served by 
him. He was a very pleasant young man. I would like 
to offer and extend my support and my thoughts to 
your family. 
 Also, I would like to be associated with the 
condolences to the family of my colleague, Ms. 
Atherden. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like a letter of 
congratulations—well, not a letter. Actually, I would 
just like to acknowledge Ms. Mary McBurney. I had 
the pleasure of meeting Ms. Mary McBurney, who 
turned 100 years old in Bermuda. This is her 21st visit 
to Bermuda. She always stays at the Greenbank 
Guest House, Mr. Speaker. That says volumes for 
that property, which is certainly a beautiful property in 
Paget. She is responsible, over her time, for bringing 
over 85 guests to Bermuda. She is certainly a wonder-
ful ambassador for Bermuda. She said that her secret 
for longevity was not to worry and be happy, and al-
ways do good for all—and come to Bermuda! 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Zane De Silva. 
 Mr. De Silva, you have the floor. 
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Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences for the family of Mr. Millard 
Bean. I will declare my interest, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Mil-
lard Bean worked for Island Construction since the 
1980s. In fact, when I started working at Island back in 
the 1980s, Mr. Speaker, it was with Millard. 
 Millard was, as many of us know, a very, very 
keen cricketer. And only some personal circumstanc-
es stopped him, I think, from reaching some of the 
heights that you yourself reached, Mr. Speaker. But 
he is also known as being the man, “Mr. Trencher,” in 
Bermuda. In fact, many people say that there are not 
any things under the ground in this Island that he does 
not know where they are. So I certainly would like my 
condolences to be extended to Lorrie and the family 
and, of course, let us not forget his former wife, Sam, 
and of course, his lovely daughter, Dana.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mrs. Jackson. 
 Mrs. Jackson, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to recognise and send condolenc-
es to the family of my godmother and affectionately 
known as Consuelo (Connie) Williams, who passed in 
January of this year. I certainly have spent many 
years with her family and love her dearly. 
 I also would like to recognise the Archdeacon 
Andrew Doughty. He also was in the running for the 
Bishop-ship for the Anglican Church in Bermuda. I 
would like to recognise that he is certainly a well-
known and loved Archdeacon in the community, and I 
would like him to be recognised as well. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. D. P. Lister. 
 Mr. Lister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first, I would like to be associat-
ed with some of the earlier remarks that have been 
given, and those to my colleague, Mr. Weeks. I have 
spoken to him every time I see him just to encourage 
him because I know the times are challenging. But 
with prayer, he will get through this, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the remarks that have already been expressed to 
the Trew family on the passing of their mother, to the 
family of Mrs. Anita Smith, former Member of this 
House, and to that of the family of Dentist John and 
also to the family of the young fireman, Mr. Fubler, 
who passed, Mr. Speaker. His mother was actually a 

classmate of mine. I had just only spoken to her a 
couple of days before he lost his life so tragically, and 
I have spoken to her since. She felt the pain of the 
family, and I would like to have my name associated 
with the remarks that are being sent to her. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask this Honourable 
House to send condolences as well to the family of 
young—well, my age, that is still young, yes—Mr. 
Kenneth Michael Daniels. Now, I spoke about Mr. 
Fubler just now, and as remarks were given earlier. 
Mr. Fubler was from one of those strong Somerset 
cricket family names. Well, Mr. Daniel, who actually 
grew up as a neighbour to that family, they are in 
Somerset. Many of us may have known him from the 
work that he did for Works and Engineering as one of 
the outstanding carpenters for Works and Engineer-
ing. Some of his fine work can be seen throughout the 
Government facilities around the Island and probably 
in these Chambers as well. 
 But Mr. Daniels leaves his wife, Karen, and 
his parents, Kenneth and Noreen Daniels, and his 
sisters. I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that the grief of his 
passing has not only been felt by the family, but by his 
working colleagues as well, in that it was a fine turnout 
of support from the department and from the Ministry 
of Public Works representing his colleagues. The 
Honourable Michael Scott would like to be associated 
with those remarks as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to have condo-
lences sent to the family of the late Shirley Wright. 
Shirley Wright, was one of those first individuals who 
really marched to her own drum. She enjoyed life, Mr. 
Speaker, and lived it to the fullest. She leaves to 
mourn her daughter, Donna, and her son, Ian. I am 
close to the family, Mr. Speaker, in that Donna is the 
wife of my brother-in-law. So I have spent a lot of time 
around Ms. Wright over the years and I have felt her 
loss as well. In fact, she will be funeralised this Sun-
day, Mr. Speaker. So my condolences go out to the 
family. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to have con-
gratulations sent to the new Rockaway Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, in that the church has for years 
been holding their services at the Mt. Zion AME 
Church while they were trying to find their own home. 
Just recently they officially opened their new home 
there at Somerset Bridge. I would like the requisite 
congratulations to be sent to them. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Glen Smith. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to send a letter of condolences 
today to the family of Mr. Jorge Costa. Like Honoura-
ble Member Zane De Silva, I am similar. Mr. Costa 
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worked for me for a number of years, and it was a 
tragic event that took place. He originally came from 
the Azores, originally worked at Grotto Bay and ended 
up working for myself, which also helped run our lives 
on a day-to-day basis. He was also instrumental in 
helping out new immigrant workers that came to Ber-
muda. He was an icon that you could meet at How-
ard’s grocery every morning at 5:30 in the morning, 
and he would make his way up and down Middle 
Road, Devonshire. So I would like to send a letter of 
condolences to his family. 
 I would also like to be associated with condo-
lences to the family of William “Bill” Thomson. I would 
also like to add that Mr. Thomson was very instrumen-
tal in the Blackie Ross Tournament, as well as Win-
dReach. It is my understanding that over the number 
of years, he raised over $10 million in donations that 
went to both of those charities. 
 I would also like to be associated with con-
gratulations to my good friend, the Rev. Nicholas Dill. 
During my campaign, he also helped me organise 
how I could get food banks to my constituents in num-
ber 14.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Marc Bean. 
 Mr. Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning, honourable colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences that have been sent to the family 
of the late Mr. Millard “Chris” Bean. As already has 
been alluded to, Mr. Speaker, Chris was an excellent 
cricket player. In fact, last time I had an opportunity to 
play against Chris was the Somerset–Harris Bay Old 
Boys match about two years ago. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, I am fairly old for cricket, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, even at that point, you 
could see that Chris was an exceptional cricket player, 
with a very steady hand and a very steady head. And 
so it is with much regret that I extend my condolences 
to his family. 
 Likewise, Mr. James “Ally-Soup” Simons, one 
of the last Mohicans of the White Hill community. I 
appreciate the Honourable Member, Mr. Terry Lister, 
for reminding especially the younger generation who 
are listening just who Ally-Soup was. In fact, we called 
him the last of the Mohicans because, like Richard 
“Dirt” Simmons, the late Richard “Dirt” Simmons, Ally 
Soup never left the community and neighbourhood. In 
fact, when the younger generation needed to be re-
minded of the history of Somerset Bridge Recreation 

Club, Mr. Speaker, they would go to Ally-Soup. In re-
turn, we had to give him a cigarette, but that is what 
he enjoyed. But, Mr. Speaker, it was with great regret 
that Ally-Soup had passed away. 
 Likewise, I would like to be associated with 
the condolences to the family of Rico Furbert and 
Haile Outerbridge. I know their families as well. My 
cousin, Mr. Erskine Adderley, Mr. Smokey Fubler (I 
know the Fubler family very well). And last, but cer-
tainly not least, Mr. Speaker, to the family of MP Mi-
chael Weeks, who is a brother to me.  

Mr. Speaker, when I received the phone call 
on that morning, it felt as if I had lost my own son. So, 
Minister Weeks, Brother Weeks, rest assured, not only 
does the House, your honourable colleagues, give 
you our full support, but know that your family is loved 
to the extreme by everyone in this Honourable Cham-
ber, and we will be there to support you for as long as 
you need to rejuvenate and renew your mind and your 
family’s mind. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a much more positive note, in 
the midst of all this tragedy, I would like to send a note 
of congratulations and well wishes to a young man, 
Mr. Nahki Wells. Mr. Speaker, as a gentleman who 
has played with the greatest, Pelé, you will know a 
baller when you see one. Mr. Speaker, Nahki Wells 
has proven to be a bright light in this country. Mr. 
Speaker, I am extremely proud of the young man, and 
you will know better than most, that outside of his 
technical ability he has proven to show the self-
discipline that is required for young people to be suc-
cessful at that level. 
 Mr. Speaker, not only does he have what it 
takes, but I think he will be one of the greatest foot-
ballers in Bermuda’s history 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member, Hon-
ourable Leader. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister, Mr. Dunkley. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated, too, with the 
condolences to the Adderley family, to the Doughty 
family and to the family of Millard Bean, Lou Petty, 
Smokey Fubler, the Hubbard family and Alti Roberts 
and his family. 
 And, Minister Weeks, no one can feel your 
pain. But, Brother, we pray for you every day. 
 Also, the condolences to the Thomson family. 
 Mr. Speaker, time being short, I have to run 
through this quickly. But I would like this Honourable 
Chamber to send condolences to the family of Eardley 
Jones, who passed away late in the summer, and as-
sociate all Members from this Honourable Chamber. 
As you know, Mr. Speaker, Eardley really made his 
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mark in the golf world. But one of the things I really 
appreciate about Eardley was that he was a real Ber-
mudian. He was a son of the soil, and every time he 
talked about our young people, he had a twinkle in his 
eye. So condolences go out to the family of a great 
man who passed away. 
 Also, to the family of Bill Brewer, his wife and 
three sons. Bill, who was one of the forerunners in 
container shipping to Bermuda, passed away a couple 
of months ago. A lot of colleagues probably do not 
know, but Bill was a terrific athlete. In fact, I think he 
actually punted in a Canadian football league. He was 
a very, very good person and a great athlete. 
 I would like this Honourable Chamber to send 
condolences to Frank Robain and his family at the 
passing of Mrs. [Celestra] Robain a couple of months 
ago. Certainly a very well-liked lady and contributed a 
lot to the community. 
 Final condolences sent to the family of Chris 
Wheddon, who passed away, and the honourable col-
league in the Chamber would be associated. Sudden 
passing, very sudden and tragic, and may he rest in 
peace. 
 Mr. Speaker, turning to a more positive note, I 
would like to be associated with the congratulations to 
Teresa Perozzi and to Bishop-elect Dill and to the 
Somerset Cricket Club on 112 years and filling up that 
trophy cabinet. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And the current—I was not 
going to let that go. The current Cup Match champi-
ons, who I am sure will defend the trophy this sum-
mer. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like this Honourable 
Chamber to send congratulations to Fire Chief Vincent 
Hollinsid, who will retire in a few weeks—43 years of 
service in the Bermuda Fire Service. All Members 
would like to be associated, I am sure. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, you are probably aware that I was a volun-
teer fireman, and Fire Chief Hollinsid taught me during 
my training. Certainly I found him to be a great teach-
er— 
 
The Speaker: Still putting out fires. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I can put out fire-alarm 
fires, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like also for this House to send con-
gratulations to Keith Pearman. Keith Pearman is going 
to retire very shortly as the head pro of the Mid Ocean 
Golf Club. He has been pro at Mid Ocean since 1978. 
He gave Derrick Burgess, the Honourable Member, 
many lessons, but it did not seem to do any good. But, 
Mr. Speaker, Keith Pearman broke down barriers in 

the golf industry in Bermuda, and certainly I consider 
Keith to be like a stepfather to me.  

When I was a junior coming up, we played in 
many senior–junior golf tournaments. And Keith is 
certainly, like Eardley Jones, a great Bermudian. And 
he should be recognised for his service, not only to 
the golf industry, but to the people of Bermuda and 
what he does in the community. The Honourable 
Premier and Finance Minister, Mr. Richards, would 
like to be associated as well. All Members would like 
to be associated. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I got it in under three 
minutes. Thanks. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Minister, Mr. Moniz. 
 Minister Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Firstly, I would like to be associated with the 
condolences sent to the family of Dr. Vincent John, 
who was a constituent of mine. 

I also stand in an official capacity. There were 
three employees of the Ministry of Public Works who 
passed away recently. We would like to extend condo-
lences to the families of those three employees. The 
first is Mr. Derek Spenser. We would like to send con-
dolences to his widow, Angela, and their family. He 
was part of the hazardous waste management team 
that worked out of Dockyard. He was a very conscien-
tious employee who always made time at work. Mr. 
Spenser worked with the Ministry in various capacities 
for over 20 years, but for the past seven or more 
years worked in the hazardous waste section.  

For those of you who knew Mr. Spenser, you 
knew he had a tremendous love of motorcycles and, 
in particular, the Honda CB 100 model, which was 
very popular. He is sorely missed by his colleagues. 

The second member is the family of Mr. Rich-
ard Burrows, who worked in the construction section 
of the Ministry for over 30 years as a mason. He was 
a quiet, short, stocky and strong man who loved his 
job and his colleagues. Mr. Burrows will especially be 
missed by his travelling partners, who would make the 
annual pilgrimage to Las Vegas for their Christmas 
dinner. I would like to associate the Leader of the Op-
position with that particular condolence. 

Last, but not least, to the family, wife Karen 
and family of Mr. K. Michael Daniels, who was first 
employed with Government back in 1992 as a 
tradesman class 1 mason in the Western Depot. After 
undertaking many courses he was promoted to the 
foreman grade where he was responsible for a num-
ber of key Government properties throughout Hamil-
ton, including this House of Assembly, the Cabinet 
building, Magistrate’s Court and Supreme Court build-
ings, all the way to Government House. Those he 
worked with say he was always courteous, calm and 
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helpful, and went beyond the call of duty in carrying 
out his job responsibilities and duties. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Cole Simons. 
 Mr. Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to send condolences to the 
family of the late Cynthia Ruth James Burns. Cynthia 
was a resident of Warwick. She was the sister of the 
Honourable Elvin James. She passed away as a re-
sult of illness. She was especially known as a teacher 
who specialised in special education. She had a true 
passion for special education, and everyone who 
worked with her at MAWI [Mid-Atlantic Wellness Insti-
tute] and CedarBridge loved her and truly recognised 
her contribution. I would like to also associate my col-
league, Mr. Dennis Lister, with those comments. 
 I would like to also send congratulatory re-
marks to the Hotelier of the Year, Corrine Simons 
Fiocca. She has been in the hotel industry for 40 
years. She worked at Southampton Princess, Sonesta 
Beach, St. George’s Club, Hamilton Princess and 
Cambridge Beaches. She is a true ambassador for 
Bermuda in tourism. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also send con-
gratulatory remarks to a young Bermudian who is do-
ing exceedingly well in the UK. His name is Michael 
Skinner. He is 26 years old. And he was recently pro-
moted to the position of manager at the Cavendish 
Hotel in London. It is a five-star hotel. He is the reser-
vations and events manager. Hopefully, he can come 
back to Bermuda and find a place in our tourism in-
dustry, Mr. Speaker.  

Recently, he was also recognised by the Mas-
ter Institute of Hospitality, and he received a higher 
national diploma in inn keeping. So I wish him all the 
very best in his endeavours. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also associate 
myself with the comments made in regard to Kenneth 
Hubbard, Michael Weeks and his family, Erskine Ad-
derley, who was a friend of my grandfather, Bishop 
Nicholas Dill, Bill Thomson, whom I worked with at the 
bank, Eleanor Gardner, Cheryl Packwood, Eunice 
Trew, Haile Outerbridge, the Fellows of Bermuda Col-
lege, Anita Smith, Lou Petty, and Dr. Vincent John. 

Dr. Vincent John was a special man. He was 
one of the pioneers of dental health care in this coun-
try. I read his obituary and said, you know, when he 
began to practise at the health clinic, in those days a 
lot of poor blacks did not have the means. Prior to him 
coming, they used to just extract the teeth. But he 
came in the 1950s, worked at the clinic and helped 
institute a preventative dental health care programme. 
In addition, Mr. Speaker, he was keen in developing 
young men, and he was Bermuda’s first black com-

missioner of Bermuda’s Scouting Association. He was 
also the only Bermudian chief scout. So I wish him 
and his family all the very best. 

I would also like to also associate myself with 
the comments made in regard to Vanessa Roberts, 
[Francis] Frankie Robain on the loss of his wife [Ce-
leste] Alora, and Major Chris Wheddon. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mrs. Jeanne Atherden. 
 Mrs. Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like a letter of condolences to be sent 
to the family of the late Owen Darrell. Owen leaves to 
survive him his wife Pamela and the family. Owen 
passed away just before Christmas, and he had been 
involved in the Rotary Club, as well as the Yacht Club. 
And you could see him many times out selling raffle 
tickets. Owen was one of those individuals who had 
tireless energy. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the remarks in terms of condolences sent to 
the family of the late Brewer and Bill Thomson. I knew 
those gentlemen quite well because we lived in Rid-
dell’s Bay. And early mornings, we would be out col-
lecting papers. I do not know who I am going to see in 
the morning and talk about the headlines. 
 With respect to some other condolences, I 
would like to be associated with the remarks sent to 
the family of the late Eardley Jones. Eardley was the 
best man at my wedding. And, therefore, in addition to 
being a good golfer, he also was someone that, when 
we first came to Bermuda, at Ocean View, was out 
there helping lots of young people. 

I would also like to be associated with the re-
marks sent to the family of the late Roslyn Harvey. 
Roslyn, in addition to being my brother’s godmother, 
was also the mother of my friend Lynette, and also a 
constituent. It is surprising that when you start looking 
at all the people that we have sent condolences to, we 
have lost a rich legacy of individuals who did things 
that were unique in their time. And I would like to think 
that, in addition to sending condolences, we will re-
member what they stood for and what they did and 
make sure that we can try to replicate it. They have to 
be replaced by our efforts. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. D. V. Burgess. 
 Mr. Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I would like to join in the expres-
sions of condolences to the family of Millard Bean. 
Millard, as you know, Mr. Speaker, played for, as Jim 
Woolridge would say, the Mighty Flatts. And he was 
from a family of cricketers. His brothers played cricket, 
and certainly he was a keen competitor. I think that 
the cricket blood that he had in him came from the 
Woolridge side. I am sure the Woolridge’s will not 
have it any other way. 
 Mr. Speaker, also, I would like to send ex-
pressions of sympathy—joining, I should say—to the 
family of Michael Weeks. Mr. Speaker, at the home-
going service for Malik Weeks, I was really touched by 
the expressions of love from his siblings and his fa-
ther. It was certainly an experience, and I am sure in 
time, even though you will get over the loss, you will 
always remember Malik for the love that was ex-
pressed for him at the home-going services. 
 I would also like to have recognised, Alti Rob-
erts’s wife and Eardley Jones. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send con-
gratulations to the cricket club Silver City Bailey’s Bay. 
They won most of the silver in cricket this year. Cer-
tainly they will win more. In fact, the captain of Ber-
muda team hails from Bailey’s Bay. And obviously, 
Bermuda will do much better because of the leader-
ship from the Hamilton Parish area. 

I would also like to congratulate the Bishop-
elect Dill, who will be the Bishop of the Anglican 
Church in Bermuda. I am sure the church will certainly 
grow from that.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Michael Weeks. 
 Mr. Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. And good morning, honourable col-
leagues and Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to start off with ask-
ing to be associated with the congratulatory remarks 
being sent to Bishop Dill and CableVision. I want to 
put those two together simply because Bishop Dill and 
I worked closely together in my constituency, in 16, 
and Honourable Walter Roban’s constituency, number 
15. And together we received a CableVision award for 
the work in the community. So I would like to be asso-
ciated with the remarks to Bishop Dill and to CableVi-
sion. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the remarks by my honourable colleague, Da-
vid Burt, on his congratulations to Devonshire Recrea-
tion Club and winning their Friendship trophy. All that 
follow football know that they beat my team, Dandy 
Town. We felt something was amiss there, but I am 
not going to go into that right now. So I would like to 
be associated with that. 

 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associat-
ed with the remarks for Nahki Wells. He is another 
product of my club, Dandy Town, and has made our 
club and our country proud. So I would like to be as-
sociated with those remarks. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences being sent to the Outerbridge 
and Furbert families. Both of the families and the 
young men I also knew. They were both tragically 
murdered up at Happy Valley a few weeks ago. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associat-
ed with the remarks of condolences being sent to 
Elise Suber. I too was raised in St. Paul, and I re-
member her when I was just a little toddler and she 
was my Sunday school teacher for a time. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, look at me! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Look at me. 

I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences being sent to the family of Millard Bean. 
He was an old friend of mine, and not much more 
need be said. I think Honourable Members have really 
touched on that. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, as the former Minister of 
Works, I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences being sent to Michael Daniels, as a former 
member of Works, and the Spenser family, and “Red” 
Burrows. As the former Minister of Works, I had the 
opportunity to know all three of those men. So I would 
like to be associated with that. 
 Before I take my seat, Mr. Speaker, I have 
saved this for last. I want to thank everyone who has 
expressed condolences, in this House and Bermuda 
as a whole. Our family has been truly blessed by all 
the outpouring of love for my son. I saved it for last, 
and I cannot say much because it is still raw. At this 
point in time, I just want to tell everybody thank you, 
and keep me in your prayers. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: There seem to be no further speakers. 
 I do recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. 
Nandi Davis. 
 Ms. Davis, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Nandi Davis: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences to Mr. Jason Darrell.  I recently got to know him 
as a part of the youth in the OBA, and he also stood 
with me the entire Election Day with his wife and moti-
vated me throughout that entire day. So I am thankful 
for that. 
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 I would like to send a congratulations, being a 
former CARIFTA athlete myself, to the qualifying ath-
letes in the CARIFTA Games, particularly to Kyra 
Scraders, who has performed exceptionally well and 
qualified for the 800- and 1500-metres.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister, Ms. Leah Scott. 
 Minister Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences for Mr. Michael Weeks and his 
family. You have my heartfelt sympathy during this 
time and my unwavering support. I have known Mr. 
Weeks for quite some time. If there is anything I can 
do to help, please feel free. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences  for Mr. Eardley Jones, who was the fa-
ther of my uncle, Eardley Nesbit.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member, 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Kenneth Bascome. 
 Mr. Bascome, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences to Mr. Weeks and his family, and Ms. Anita 
Smith’s family. 

And I would like to offer congratulations to Mr. 
Garth Rothwell, who is now the Mayor of the elusive 
town of St. George’s. 

Mr. Speaker, I will save my best for another 
time. They say that I come from the ghost town. But I 
can assure you that you and the other Members in 
this House will know that I have arrived. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Members, just before we— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Just before we move on, I think it is 
important for me to offer my condolences in particular.  

There are many, of course, to whom condo-
lences went to today that I certainly associate myself 
with. But in particular, I would like to reach out and 
offer my condolences to the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Michael Weeks. I feel you. I know the tough time that 

you have been through and are going through. But I 
know, too, that God will help you follow the path that is 
necessary for you to survive and continue to be a 
good father to the rest of your children. 
 I knew Malik. You know that he was also at 
the Fairmont. So I knew him very well. He was a won-
derful young man to work with. So, Honourable Mem-
ber, I wish you and your family all of the very best as 
you move forward. 
 I would also like, just before we move forward, 
to recognise in the House a former Member of this 
House, Mr. Jamahl Simmons, who sits here. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: I recognise now the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 33, the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Lister. 
 You have the floor. 
 

HON. TERRY E. LISTER WITHDRAWS FROM 
PROGRESSIVE LABOUR PARTY AND BECOMES 

INDEPENDENT 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning 
to inform this Honourable House of a decision that I 
have taken after consultation with the executive of 
constituency 33 and other key supporters in my con-
stituency. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have decided that, for the bal-
ance of my political career, I will stand as an inde-
pendent Member of this Honourable House. 
 Mr. Speaker, this decision required much 
thought, consultation and, most importantly, prayer. I 
have spoken with a wide variety of people in addition 
to my constituents. The strong response is that I 
should continue to put country first, and, in doing so, 
should move away from the bounds of party politics 
and stand free to represent my constituents and my 
country, led by my God and my conscience. 
 So you see, Mr. Speaker, ultimately, this was 
a fairly easy decision. I have served the Bermuda 
Progressive Labour Party since 1989. At that point, I 
was the campaign manager for Sandys when, recov-
ering from the disaster of the 1985 election, we re-
gained the two seats previously lost in Sandys North. 
And we have held all the Sandys seats since that 
election. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have served as the Chairman 
of the Sandys Branch Co-National Campaign Chair 
with the former Premier of this country, the Hon. W. 
Alexander Scott, in 1993. I was appointed to the Sen-
ate following the 1993 election, serving with future 
Ministers Milton Scott and Neletha Butterfield. In 
1998, Mr. Speaker, along with yourself, the Hon. Den-
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nis Lister, currently the longest-serving Member of this 
Honourable House, and the Hon. Derrick Burgess, I 
was part of the PLP team that swept the election. As 
most would know, I have been Minister in several Min-
istries, meeting with much success along the way. 
 However, the past few years have been ex-
tremely difficult and less satisfying for myself. Some of 
that difficulty stems from my decision to stand in this 
very House in July 2009 to express my grave con-
cerns about the rising debt that the country was incur-
ring. 
 Mr. Speaker, to my surprise, following the 
election lost on December 17th, I was asked by the 
Deputy Leader if I would take on the party leadership. 
I agreed with great reluctance. The Parliamentary 
group agreed that I would go forward as their choice, 
and on Friday of that same week an election for the 
Party Leader was held. I lost that election to the pre-
sent Leader. These things happen. However, what 
was of grave concern to myself and others was the 
hostility with which I was greeted.  

As an example, during my speech I noted that 
I had served in the legislature for nearly 20 years. My 
comment was met with a response from a delegate 
who said, “Well, it’s time for you to go.” 

After the leadership election was over, the 
new Leader asked me if I would become the Shadow 
Finance Minister. I had never wished to be Finance 
Minister. So the job of Shadow Finance Minister did 
not really appeal to me. However, at the time I said I 
would do the job. I pondered over this decision for the 
next four or five days. Finally, I decided to send the 
Leader an email declining the post and making myself 
available for any other posts on the Shadow Cabinet 
that the Leader would wish for me to take. 

Within a very short time of me sending the 
email, I got a call from my wife, who asked me why I 
was not in the Shadow Cabinet. And I asked her to 
explain what she was talking about. And to my great 
surprise, she told me that the Shadow Cabinet had 
been announced two hours earlier. So I was out of the 
Cabinet long before I unknowingly sent my email. 

Mr. Speaker, last week, as we lined up to go 
to the Cabinet grounds for the Throne Speech, I found 
myself lined up as the 36th Member of this House. Of 
course, someone has to have that spot. Usually, it is 
reserved for a brand-new Member of Parliament who 
is having his or her first day in the House—not a vet-
eran of 19 years. 

So the message is clear. The delegate said, 
“It’s time for you to go.” The Leader has no place for 
me in his Shadow Cabinet. Remarkably, I am hearing, 
“Lister, you just aren’t good enough!” 

Mr. Speaker, I have heard the message, and I 
must now act on it. I will no longer stand as a PLP 
MP. But I will now instead stand for Bermuda. I will 
vote for Bermuda on all votes taken in this Honourable 
House. I look forward to serving this term and possibly 
future terms in this new role.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member, Mr. Lister. 
  

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
  

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. Mark Pettingill. 
 Minister Pettingill. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

SUPREME COURT AMENDMENT BILL 2012 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning, colleagues. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for the First 
Reading: The Supreme Court Amendment Act 2012. 
  
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 There are no further Bills. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We have consideration of the speech 
with which His Excellency the Governor was pleased 
to open the present session of Parliament. 
 I recognise the Honourable Premier, Mr. Can-
nonier. 
 Honourable Premier, you have the floor. 
 

MESSAGE TO THE HIS EXCELLENCY  
THE GOVERNOR 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the following message be sent to 
His Excellency the Governor: 
 “May it please Your Excellency: 
 “We, the Members of the House of Assembly 
of Bermuda, thank Your Excellency for the gracious 
speech with which Your Excellency was pleased to 
open the present session of Parliament.”  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Premier. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections to that. 
 So I now recognise the Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition, who will reply to the Throne Speech. 
 Honourable Member, you have the floor. 
 

REPLY TO THE THRONE SPEECH 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, honourable col-
leagues, members of the public in the gallery, mem-
bers of the public who are listening by radio, good 
morning. It is an honour and privilege for me, Mr. 
Speaker, to stand to present our Reply to the 2013 
Throne Speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, the result of the December 17th 
election, which saw the One Bermuda Alliance elevat-
ed to the Government benches, is one which we re-
spect, accept and understand. We congratulate the 
new Government and wish them well in leading our 
country over the next five years. 

Mr. Speaker, the people have spoken, and in 
response to their will, there has been a shift within the 
Bermuda Progressive Labour Party. This shift does 
not represent the repudiation of our past, our philoso-
phy, or the men and women who over the last 50 
years have sacrificed to give our people a voice. In-
stead, this shift within the Progressive Labour Party 
represents the melding of a longstanding commitment 
to social and economic justice with a new mindset and 
a new approach towards expanding opportunity.  

The Progressive Labour Party will pursue a 
balanced approach, eschewing the radicalism of far 
left policies or the extremist policies of the right wing. 
Neither the nanny state nor a state where profits take 
precedence over people is desirable, and we shall 
pursue and promote policies that expand opportunity 
for all and renew our society’s commitment to fairness 
and justice. 

Mr. Speaker, in the words of His Imperial Maj-
esty Haile Selassie I—and, Mr. Speaker, all the 
quotes in this Reply are attributable to the Atsie of 
Ethiopia—“What we seek is a new and a different way 
of life. We search for a way of life in which all men will 
be treated as responsible human beings, able to par-
ticipate fully in the political affairs of their government; 
a way of life in which ignorance and poverty, if not 
abolished, are at least the exception and are actively 
combated …” 

Mr. Speaker, the Progressive Labour Party 
believes that unemployment is the greatest crisis fac-
ing our country and that Bermudians must be put to 
work swiftly. To get Bermudians working again we 
propose: 

• The full implementation of our Infrastructure 
Strategy Plan, identifying improvements or re-
pairs to our infrastructure that will not only en-
hance our overall quality of life, but create 

business opportunities for construction com-
panies and jobs for Bermudian construction 
workers. 

• The development of a blue economy, inclu-
sive of sea-bed mining, aquaculture and off-
shore fishing. This will lead to the creation of 
new job opportunities, the diversification of 
our economy and the creation of new revenue 
streams.  

Mr. Speaker, the blue economy concept, in particular 
the sea-bed mining concept, was brought to my atten-
tion by former Premier, the Hon. Dr. David Saul, as a 
tremendous untapped resource for Bermuda that 
could assist greatly in not only creating new jobs and 
opportunities, but also as a means of substantially 
reducing our debt. 

• The creation of a sea-side facility, Mr. Speak-
er, for offshore fishing. 

• The passage of the Incentives for Job Makers 
Act, creating a clear and direct set of benefits 
for new businesses to establish in Bermuda, 
bringing with them new jobs and new oppor-
tunities 

• The designation of a segment of the Bermuda 
Land Development Corporation land as an 
“economic free zone,” targeting specific types 
of businesses such as asset management 
companies with incentives such as payroll and 
other tax exemptions. 

• The payroll tax exemptions for the retail, hos-
pitality and restaurant sectors be extended, 
Mr. Speaker, providing an incentive to keep 
Bermudians employed. 

• The full implementation of the One Stop Ca-
reer Centre and the Career Pathways pro-
gramme as key components to getting our 
people working again.  
 
Mr. Speaker, we are pleased that the Gov-

ernment appears to share our commitment to better 
aligning education—technical and academic—to the 
real-world economy. One of the major vehicles that 
the Progressive Labour Party intended to utilise to 
achieve what the Throne Speech referred to as “life-
long learning in Bermuda” was the Job Corps pro-
gramme, which was to be situated in a campus envi-
ronment at the former Harmony Hall site in Paget. 
While this programme was conspicuously absent from 
the Throne Speech, we hope that the Government will 
quickly move forward with this exciting initiative de-
signed to get our young people into the economic 
mainstream.  

Mr. Speaker, the PLP believes in a workforce 
development model that does not nostalgically seek to 
re-establish an outdated model from the 1970s and 
1980s, but rather one that is reflective of Bermuda 
today and the Bermuda economy of tomorrow. This 
must be a model that acknowledges that technical 
education in the twenty-first century requires of its 
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students the same commitment to academic rigour as 
it would if one were studying to be an accountant or a 
lawyer.  

Mr. Speaker, for Bermuda to maintain its 
competitiveness in the hyper-competitive global econ-
omy, we must have a workforce that is educated at a 
higher level than the OECD [Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development] median of ac-
ademic abilities in literacy, math and science. Nothing 
illustrates this more than the fact that a Toyota Prius 
mechanic must possess at least a grade 16 level in 
terms of literacy and numeracy in order to compre-
hend and utilise the car’s repair manual. Technical 
education will continue to be transformed over the 
next decade as more processes and skills are com-
puterised and/or performed by computers, sensors 
and robots. Information technology, even as we 
speak, is becoming the norm and not the exception in 
so many products and systems, appliances and 
gadgets of all sorts, relaying real-time information on 
their operations to users and operators.  

Mr. Speaker, the ability to work in fields that 
utilise this technology will require the ability to design, 
use and programme these systems. These skill sets 
can only be obtained by the acquisition of a strong 
and rigorous academic background. No longer should 
an academic education be considered surplus to the 
needs of Bermudians in the workplace.  

Mr. Speaker, we also must highlight that the 
CISCO Academy, which was also implemented by the 
former Government and which is situated at the Ber-
muda College, must be actively and purposefully pro-
moted to our young people as a vehicle to achieve the 
technical jobs of the future. The CISCO designation 
represents a global passport of opportunity, represent-
ing technical excellence for our young people. 

Mr. Speaker, “The ultimate resource of a na-
tion is its people. Unless this resource is employed for 
the benefit of the nation, unless the latent good which 
it represents is exploited to the maximum for the 
common good the nation will languish, poor in spirit, 
lacking in achievement.” In all things, we must ensure 
that Bermudians come first in our country of birth. Our 
Island’s economic success will not be lasting or sus-
tainable if our people are reduced to mere spectators 
in our economy. All of us who are willing must have 
the opportunity to compete and participate in our 
economy.  

Mr. Speaker, the One Bermuda Alliance has 
waxed eloquently and vociferously about their com-
mitment to openness, transparency and accountabil-
ity. They have demonstrated these ideals impeccably 
when it comes to providing comfort and job security to 
non-Bermudian work permit holders. Yet, when it 
comes to jobs for our people, they have been remark-
ably and shockingly lacking in details, specifics or so-
lutions. In fact, the Government has given some sec-
tors of our community the distinct impression that they 
are more interested in securing and increasing the 

number of foreign workers than in creating jobs for the 
people already living here. 

Mr. Speaker, the PLP encourages the Gov-
ernment to take immediate action on enhancing the 
work permit framework and making changes to immi-
gration laws to provide Bermudians with the assur-
ance that they will not be treated like second-class 
citizens in our country of birth.  

Mr. Speaker, “It is both the duty and responsi-
bility of the world's fortunate few to help fulfil the legit-
imate aspirations of the unfortunate many . . . ” Mr. 
Speaker, many Bermudians, as a result of losing their 
jobs, now face losing their homes or being sent to 
prison for debt. While there will always be shiftless 
and irresponsible people unwilling to pay their way, 
today many people are simply unable to make ends 
meet and their debts are rising. Our current system 
damages the family unit, makes criminals of the poor 
and creates more harm than good. We call on the 
Government, Mr. Speaker, to: 

• work with our local banking institutions on a 
solution to keep hardworking Bermudians in 
their homes; 

• make legislative changes to allow new and 
more positive ways for debts to be resolved; 
and 

• improve regulations of the debt collection pro-
cess. 
 
We note with interest, Mr. Speaker, the Gov-

ernment’s proposal to introduce mandatory parenting 
and budgeting classes to persons on financial assis-
tance. At first glance, this is a noble sentiment, but it 
evolves from a flawed premise. Not everyone on fi-
nancial assistance is there because of personal irre-
sponsibility, and not everyone on financial assistance 
can be tarred with the bad-parent brush. Many Ber-
mudians, for the first time in their lives, have been 
forced to turn to the Government for help until they 
find a job. Until the recession struck, these Bermudi-
ans worked hard, paid their way, obeyed the law and 
took care of their responsibilities. 

Were it not for the economic downturn, many 
of them would have never stepped foot into the Office 
of Financial Assistance. Bermudians are a proud peo-
ple, and already many who could legitimately benefit 
from the services provided by Financial Assistance 
are reluctant to come forward. We see no benefit in 
stigmatising people on financial assistance, especially 
not in this economic climate.  

Mr. Speaker, while many people are happy to 
just have a job, there are others who dream of starting 
their own business and moving from being just con-
sumers to becoming producers. Bermuda has tradi-
tionally provided a daunting economic environment for 
entrepreneurs, where often it was easier to get a loan 
for a boat than to obtain start-up capital for a new 
business. Together, we must identify ways to expand 
access to capital, in particular equity capital, encour-
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age the greater use of small business by Government 
and continue to identify mechanisms such as the EEZ 
to create a clear and attainable path to business own-
ership. The creation of direct links to the Caribbean 
and Latin America also presents a great opportunity 
for Bermudians to expand our entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities.  

Mr. Speaker, we must commit to examining 
our financial system and determine if the system that 
has been in place for centuries is still the right fit for 
our people. This must include a mature and frank dis-
cussion on tax reform, monetary policy and monetary 
reform. We encourage the Government to push for 
more foreign investment and competition in Bermu-
da’s marketplace, particularly in the areas of banking 
and legal services. Deregulation in the banking sector 
could provide more jobs, lure international names and 
promote more competition locally, which would benefit 
consumers. 

Legal services drive companies to jurisdic-
tions, Mr. Speaker. If Bermuda had local branches of 
international law firms, it would not only provide em-
ployment, but it would also provide more people sell-
ing and marketing Bermuda to their clients around the 
world. If we are to build our business, we need more 
people selling Bermuda.  

Mr. Speaker, “Education of the youth is the 
surest guarantee for a better life.” It forms the essen-
tial foundation for ensuring that future generations of 
Bermuda will be empowered to take possession of 
key roles in our society. Yet, an education that only 
allows a man to acquire the skills to earn a job is in-
sufficient for our needs. Education must also elevate 
the intellect and engender a conscientious passion for 
strengthening, improving and making a meaningful 
contribution to our society.  

Mr. Speaker, for years we have fought to 
change the curriculum, making it more suitable for 
twenty-first century Bermuda. Now that we have es-
tablished a world-class curriculum equal to that taught 
in our Island’s private school system, we must change 
the culture in the education system itself. We must 
establish greater autonomy, greater accountability and 
greater levels of achievement. 

 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

As a result of experience and humble reflec-
tion, and after 14 years of being Government, Mr. 
Speaker, our approach towards education has shifted.  

Mr. Speaker, going forward, it is our consid-
ered position of the Progressive Labour Party that we 
must dismantle the middle school system, as it is an 
inherent part of the institutional culture that is damag-
ing our social fabric. 

The mega-school concept is a proven global 
failure, and pretending that Bermuda is not subjected 
to the same social and academic challenges as other 

jurisdictions is destructive. Studies have shown that 
between the ages of 10 and 14, young people begin 
to develop group consciousness. This is the same age 
our young people enter a middle-school environment, 
the location of which depends on the community 
where the young person resides. 

In our current format, gang culture has flour-
ished. Studies conducted on schools in Philadelphia, 
Milwaukee and Baltimore where the middle school 
concept was eliminated each saw a decline in behav-
ioural problems and a rise in academic achievement. 

Mr. Speaker, our position also is that we need 
to restore the education system to one with seven 
years of primary school and five years of high school, 
as well as the de-centralisation from the mega-school 
concept. We further posit that the restoration of Is-
land-wide competition in academics and athletics will 
create a stronger and more vibrant community for our 
young people. While we may give due consideration 
of the cost associated with such reform, Mr. Speaker, 
we must also consider the cost and risk associated by 
not doing it. The consequences of lack of political will 
are grave indeed. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: I will ask Members, please give the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposition the opportunity 
to present his case. 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
reminding people of maturity. 

Mr. Speaker, also, our position on education 
is that we need to provide: 

• principals with greater autonomy to run their 
schools and be assessed by the only mean-
ingful result, which is student achievement; 

• the creation of school councils to strengthen 
and enhance parental and community in-
volvement in our schools; 

• the supporting and expanding of credible al-
ternative educational options, such as home 
schools, to meet the individual needs of stu-
dents; 

• the lowering the school entrance age to four 
years to enable our young people to get a 
head start on their schooling; 

• supporting the professional development of 
teachers and their licensing requirements with 
the creation of an education faculty at the 
Bermuda College; 

• developing the Bermuda College into a four-
year university, and the introduction of pro-
grammes that allow for the acquisition of pro-
fessional designations relevant to filling the 
needs of our economy. (The Bermuda Insur-
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ance Institute, Mr. Speaker, is an excellent 
example in this regard.)  
Mr. Speaker, we note with interest Govern-

ment’s desire to extend the school day. Have they 
discussed the implementation of this change with the 
Bermuda Union of Teachers? Will this require the al-
teration of the existing collective bargaining agree-
ment? Will it require the hiring of more teachers? 
What impact will this have on existing successful af-
ter-school programs? We hope that these questions 
will be answered by the Government in the near fu-
ture.  

Mr. Speaker, gun violence and gang conflict 
have touched many of our families and many of our 
communities. While the Bermuda Police Service has 
done a good job in capturing and attaining the convic-
tion of many of our Island’s violent perpetrators, the 
fear that someone we love will be shot or that a gun 
will be used to commit a crime against us or our fami-
lies is a tragic reality in twenty-first century Bermuda. 
To date, we have been hampered by a Government 
House that has not moved as swiftly as we would 
have liked, as sternly as we would have liked, and as 
efficiently as we would have liked in stemming the tide 
of gang violence.  

Mr. Speaker, at this time it is important that 
we acknowledge the work of our Commissioner of 
Police, Mr. Michael DeSilva. Under his leadership, we 
have seen remarkable strides in the level of policing in 
Bermuda. The commissioner and his team have per-
formed admirably. Let us be reminded, Mr. Speaker, 
that the first duty of Government is to ensure law and 
order and the protection of the people and their prop-
erty from force, coercion and fraud. As such, Mr. 
Speaker, the PLP proposes: 

• the placing of operational control of the Ber-
muda Police Service in the hands of the duly 
elected Government of Bermuda. We believe 
that Bermudians are best suited to direct our 
war on crime; 

• the development of a National Crime Reduc-
tion Plan; 

• the introduction of a sustained police pres-
ence in areas known for drug trafficking, in-
cluding sporting community fields and street 
corners; 

• requiring inmates on work release to contrib-
ute a portion of their earnings to a victim com-
pensation fund; 

• Let me emphasise this one, Mr. Speaker: the 
creation of a sexual predator and paedophile 
registry in this country; and 

• the expansion of the role of the Bermuda Reg-
iment in marine interdiction. 

 
Mr. Speaker, judicial reform should include: 

• a full and frank discussion on the decriminali-
sation of marijuana with a view towards hold-
ing a referendum on the subject; 

• tougher legislation for the collection of out-
standing child support payments; 

• the establishment of a small claims court; 
• the creation of a mental health court; 
• the introduction of a judicial complaints au-

thority; 
• the creation of re-entry courts and review 

courts to ensure completion of mandated pro-
grammes and minimise recidivism, respective-
ly; and 

• the development of a strategy to contain the 
rising costs of legal aid.  
 
Mr. Speaker, for all their criticism of the Pro-

gressive Labour Party’s handling of tourism, one 
would have expected that we would have heard a bar-
rage of fresh ideas, new initiatives and innovative pro-
grammes. What we heard instead was a cut-and-
paste of what the PLP had already placed in the pipe-
line. 

Tourism, Mr. Speaker, is essential to Bermuda’s 
economy and people. It requires all hands on deck, 
and it also requires us to think and do things different-
ly. My mantra, Mr. Speaker, is “Free up,” which is in-
dicative of the requirement to be responsive to what 
the consumer wants and not what we think they need.  

To enhance tourism and its product, we support 
the following initiatives and programs: 

• The time has come for a referendum on gam-
ing in Bermuda. The politicians, international 
investors, the business community and the 
hospitality industry have all had their say, and 
now it is time for the people of Bermuda to 
have their say and determine whether gaming 
is right for Bermuda. 

• The hotel business plan, Mr. Speaker, must 
be fully implanted and used to target and at-
tract new hotel investment. 

• Funding that already exists within the Minis-
try’s entertainment budget should be used to 
hire an entertainment director to work with the 
musicians’ union to revitalise entertainment in 
Bermuda. 

• All future foreign contracts, Mr. Speaker, relat-
ing to tourism should be tied to a Bermudian 
entity to create opportunity and jobs for Ber-
mudians. 

• Succession planning and the opportunity to 
shadow existing non-Bermudian job holders 
must be established to ensure that our people 
play a more active role in the promotion of our 
Island. We believe that educated, qualified 
Bermudians are best suited to market and 
promote our Island to the world. 

• Lastly, Mr. Speaker, the development of new 
markets for our tourism industry—in particular, 
the Latin American and Caribbean markets.  
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Mr. Speaker, we have noticed that the munic-
ipalities were not mentioned much in the Throne 
Speech, yet the One Bermuda Alliance stressed the 
municipalities during their election campaign while on 
the doorsteps. We encourage the Government to fulfil 
their promises to: 

• reopen the St. George's Golf Course; 
• to reopen the St. George's Police Station in a 

fully working capacity, inclusive of proper 
staffing; 

• to work closely with the Corporation of St. 
George’s to protect its historical qualities; 

• further implement the Town Heritage Plan, 
and fulfil the pledge to commit sufficient funds 
to market St. George’s as a World Heritage 
Site; 

• to ensure a close working relationship with the 
Corporation of St. George’s to ensure its via-
bility as a municipality; and 

• to redevelop the St. George’s waterfront and 
create a premier yachting destination. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the Corporation of Hamilton was 

not mentioned at all in the Throne Speech, which 
begs the question: Does the Government have plans 
for this municipality? The prosperity of the City of 
Hamilton should be a priority to the Government. 
Government should work closely with the Corporation 
of Hamilton to ensure its success. The Corporation of 
Hamilton currently has preliminary plans to develop 
the Hamilton Harbour waterfront. The Corporation of 
Hamilton should be assisted in their efforts to create 
alternative revenue streams while enhancing our tour-
ism product. 

Mr. Speaker, we must come to terms with how 
we will be able to power our country in the future. We 
support the full implementation of the Energy White 
Paper. We also support facilitating the introduction of 
natural gas into Bermuda to drive down electricity 
costs. In addition, we will give full support towards the 
implementation of our telecommunications reform that 
was initiated under the Progressive Labour Party. We 
are confident that such reform will greatly enhance our 
jurisdiction as a business hub, provide better products 
and services to residents of Bermuda, and lower pric-
es through competition. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, with these benefits and 
improvements, we will encourage the Government to 
move to permit the establishment of online gaming 
businesses that can tap into a very lucrative global 
industry. Mr. Speaker, again quoting Emperor Haile 
Selassie I, “There is nothing as precious to man as a 
sound mind in a sound body and it is essential that the 
physical well being of our people merits as much at-
tention as its spiritual welfare”. 

The PLP is committed to continue reforming 
our healthcare system to make it affordable and ac-
cessible to all Bermudians. We are committed to en-
couraging the use of preventative and alternative 

medicine. We are committed to introducing home 
health care as a standard hospital benefit, to consoli-
dating public health insurance products like GEHI and 
HIP to enhance efficiency and improve administration, 
providing improved facilities to meet the needs of 
those currently being assisted at Orange Valley and 
the Opportunity Workshop, and continuing to reduce 
the operation costs of the hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, a clean, efficient and safe trans-
portation system is essential to the success of Ber-
muda. The Progressive Labour Party supports: 

• encouraging minibus owners to provide inte-
grated shuttle services with public transporta-
tion; 

• investigating the options for eco-friendly bus-
es and Government vehicles; 

• the redevelopment of the L. F. Wade Interna-
tional Airport; 

• working to expand airlift, with a focus on Eu-
rope, the Caribbean, the Gulf Coast region, 
the Azores and Latin America; 

• the acquisition of additional ferries into our 
fleet; and 

• the development of a cruise ship port in the 
town of St. George’s in conjunction with major 
cruise lines. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the forests, the mountains, and 

the plains constitute our wealth. The need to balance 
protecting the environment with the economic and 
social development of our people is challenging but 
necessary to preserve Bermuda for Bermudians yet 
unborn. The Progressive Labour Party supports: 

• the Introduction of a national recycling pro-
gramme; 

• the implementation of the Sargasso Sea Initia-
tive; 

• the launch of a national tree planting cam-
paign; 

• the creation of a new, modernised policy on 
dog ownership, breeding, licensing and train-
ing; 

• the development of a feral cat and chicken 
strategy; 

• the revision of the limit of the permitted devel-
opment application (or one-day permit) to al-
low for larger or necessary structures to be in-
cluded, along with the ability of the Director of 
Planning to determine if a project outside this 
remit can be included; 

• improving the application form process and 
requiring more information to be documented 
up front to allow for more consistent initial 
screening of applications in order to catch de-
ficiencies early; 

• the revising of the Architect Act to enforce ar-
chitectural standards, improve the quality of 
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planning submissions and reduce application 
processing time; 

• the allowing of applicants/agents to make 
presentations to the Development Applica-
tions Board where the planner and agent dis-
agree on the application; and, Mr. Speaker, 

• the streamlining of the objection process. 
 
Mr. Speaker, community organisations have, 

over the years, by necessity filled the gaps in the sys-
tem. To encourage their efforts and allow more of their 
funds to be spent on addressing the Island’s pressing 
social issues, we encourage the One Bermuda Alli-
ance Government to: 

• Explore the creation of a national lottery for 
the specific purpose of revitalising our com-
munity clubs as safe, positive, thriving parts of 
the communities in which they operate. In re-
turn for this support, community clubs would 
be required to abide by strict measures for 
compliance, including the enforcement and 
reporting of illegal and anti-social behaviour 
on their premises. If we want community 
clubs, Mr. Speaker, to be for the community, 
we cannot allow them to be a place where 
parents do not want to send their children. 

• Allow community organisations and the parish 
councils to use vacant Government properties 
or to assume responsibility for derelict Gov-
ernment properties for nominal rents. 

• Move forward with our proposed private–
public initiative that would have seen mem-
bers of the business community assisting in 
renovating at least seven workman’s clubs 
with an investment of approximately $30 mil-
lion. This would not only provide work for po-
tentially hundreds of Bermudians, but would 
also revitalise and improve the condition of 
the participating clubs.  
 
Mr. Speaker, the Government has announced 

that it is eliminating the land licence requirement for 
the purchase of additional dwelling for married cou-
ples with a non-Bermudian spouse. It is important to 
note that restriction on the acquisition of land by non-
Bermudians has been a part of our legal framework 
for centuries and has long been accepted as neces-
sary to protect the long-term Bermudian interest in 
property. Since the Government has chosen to elimi-
nate this restriction, we look forward to seeing what 
measures they will establish to prevent the potential 
loss of land by illegal means such as fronting. 

Mr. Speaker, our people are disinterested in 
politicians opposing their Government just for the sake 
of scoring political brownie points. Our people are dis-
interested in game-playing, manipulation and deceit. 
To that end, it is my firm commitment to fervently sup-
port the Government in the steps they take to employ 
Bermudians, expand opportunities for Bermudians 

and elevate the conditions of Bermudians. Where our 
knowledge, experience and expertise can strengthen 
or improve Government proposals, we will gladly and 
freely offer that knowledge, experience and expertise. 
But in working with the Government, Mr. Speaker, we 
shall also strive to ensure that Bermudians do not get 
left behind in a blind, unbridled and unrestrained pur-
suit of profit. In working with the Government, we shall 
also ensure that the issues facing our Island’s most 
vulnerable members—our seniors and our youth—are 
not forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, in reading the One Bermuda Al-
liance’s Throne Speech, there is much that we will be 
able to support and help move forward for the benefit 
of Bermudians—ideas such as the elimination of con-
scription, the implementation of Operation Cease Fire, 
the formation of an Economic Development Commit-
tee, the expansion of the Career Pathways Pro-
gramme, the repeal of the Park Hyatt Act 2008, 
shared parenting legislation, the expansion of early 
childhood screenings, the implementation of the Hop-
kins Report on Education and other ideas that were 
born within the Progressive Labour Party, brought to 
the civil service, and crafted into proposed policy and 
legislative changes for the benefit of all Bermudians. 

These initiatives, properly executed, will pro-
vide a sound and balanced approach to addressing 
the challenges facing our people, and we will work 
with the One Bermuda Alliance to make them a reali-
ty. While it would be tempting to characterise the 
Government’s Throne Speech as a “cut-and-paste” 
document, or as an example of political plagiarism, we 
prefer to believe that the greatest political victory does 
not occur at the polls, but in altering the hearts and 
minds of your political opponents for the better. To 
that end, we will not oppose for the sake of opposing, 
but instead offer meaningful, balanced and construc-
tive solutions to strengthen these proposals. 

Mr. Speaker, in presenting our Reply to the 
Throne Speech, we have attempted to break away 
from the traditional role of armchair critic and offer our 
people an alternative vision for the direction of our 
country.  

Some may ask, Why we did not implement 
these ideas and bring forward these proposals while 
we were in Government? 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
[Gavel] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, to them I say, with new 
leadership comes a new direction, a new purpose, 
and a new way of doing things. 

His Imperial Majesty once said, “A house built 
on granite and strong foundations, not even the on-
slaught of pouring rain, gushing torrents and strong 
winds will be able to pull [it] down.” 
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Mr. Speaker, there are those who have hailed 
the political defeat of the Progressive Labour Party, 
saying that, like the United Bermuda Party, we will 
soon be consigned to the dustbin of history. Where we 
differ from that late, unlamented champion of oligar-
chic rule is that we are not bound together by greed, 
lust for power and opposition to progress. Where their 
foundation was one of sand, Mr. Speaker, a founda-
tion built on protecting the privileged and the few, we, 
the Progressive Labour Party, stand on a foundation 
built on expanding opportunity for all. 

We stand on a foundation bound together by 
the spirits of seven men sitting in a garage 50 years 
ago, seeking a way for all Bermudians to have a 
voice, a chance and a role in the country of our birth. 

We are bound together by the memory of the 
late Walter Robinson, the man who helped shape our 
Island’s constitution. We are bound together and in-
spired by the example of Dame Lois Browne Evans—
first in law, first in leadership and first in championing 
the rights of the people.  

We are bound together, Mr. Speaker, and in-
spired by the legacy of L. Frederick Wade, our political 
Moses, who led us through the political wilderness, 
but was unable to complete the journey to Govern-
ment with us.  

We, Mr. Speaker, are bound together and in-
spired by the vision of Dame Jennifer Smith, who 
brought us “one man, one vote of equal value” to our 
people. We, Mr. Speaker, are bound together by the 
idea of William Alexander Scott, that Bermuda should 
be a place where the haves continue to have and the 
have-nots have more.  

We are bound together by the work, Mr. 
Speaker, of Dr. Ewart F. Brown, who brought free and 
fair municipal elections to Bermuda. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: If you want harmony, show harmony. 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We are bound together by the 
work of Dr. Ewart F. Brown, who brought free and fair 
elections to Bermuda. We are bound together by the 
legacy of Paula Cox, who called upon us to stand 
strong for Bermudians. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the generation that our 
parents sacrificed to feed, clothe and educate must 
step up and contribute in the shaping of our Island’s 
destiny. Instructed and mentored by our elders, re-
spectful and knowledgeable of our history, our herit-
age and of those who came before us, we owe our 
country so very much. Let us give those who came 
before us the confidence that our Island’s fate is in 
good hands. Let us give those who come behind us 
hope that tomorrow will be filled with greater oppor-

tunity, success and prosperity than what we have to-
day. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member, Mr. Mark Pettingill. 
 

DEBATE ON THE THRONE SPEECH 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Mr. Speaker, honourable 
colleagues, Honourable Member, the Premier, and 
Honourable Member, Leader of the Opposition, for his 
Reply to the Throne Speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, I note in the past that the Pro-
gressive Labour Party, when it was the Government, 
took to naming its Throne Speeches. I have got the 
one here from 2011. It was called “Let Us Build One 
Another, Together.” Then the one from 2012 was 
called “Let Us Build One Another, Together.” And per-
haps it would have been good to name this year’s Re-
ply to the Throne Speech, ‘We Did Not, But You 
Should.’  

‘We Did Not, But You Should.’ 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Because it struck me at 
times, while I applaud the Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition his eloquence, and indeed the tone of 
phrase enunciated by this speech, that there was oc-
casion when his best weapon was the boomerang. 
And the things that he spoke would surely come back 
to lash at the party that was once the Government. 
 ‘We Did Not, But You Should.’ 
 Well, the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, we 
entered into service as a Government devoted to 
change, not just for the sake of change, but to be 
change, to bring about change, and to be a Govern-
ment of action. As our case is new, then so must we 
act anew. And we intend to do just that. 
 I pause here, Mr. Speaker, because this is the 
second occasion of the House. I saw last week in the 
Royal Gazette there was a heading of a letter. It said, 
“OBA honeymoon is over.” And I said to my wife, “I 
would have liked to have gotten at least to the hon-
eymoon suite before the honeymoon was over.” We 
had not even gotten to the House! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: That was yesterday. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: That was yesterday. 
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But the point is this: We intend to be and we 
are being a party of action entering into this service. 
And we are about action. 

When one looks back at the 2011 speech of 
“Let Us Build One Another, Together,” I took the liber-
ty of flagging it. I am not going to go through every tab 
here. I am welcome to share it with my honourable 
friends and any friends in the Opposition that are in-
terested, because every tab is a consideration of what 
the then-Government would do, a talking point about 
what they were going to advance. And none of it—
none of it from that Throne Speech—got done. 

And so then they went to the second year to 
build us up, together, again with a number of ideas, 
and none of it got done. So the question gets raised, 
What are we going to do? We are going to be a Gov-
ernment of action. And we have already begun to do 
that, because sophistry is cheap, Mr. Speaker. That 
Government talked for 14 years—14 years, with very 
little accomplishment. 

And it is astounding, astounding to me today 
that when . . . and I heard the Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition say this with regard to being humble. 
One would think but for a minute there would be some 
humility from that side of the House that got so round-
ly fired as the Government, had to lose nine seats—
nine seats that we had to win to be on this side. And a 
few Members over there that just crept in by the hair 
of their chinny-chin-chin in order to be here, just 
scraped through the margin. 

So the people of this country spoke very loud-
ly, very loudly, that you have not built us up, together! 
You have not built us up, together. You have not tak-
en us to where we need to go.  

I want to send my congratulations to the Pro-
gressive Labour Party for its 50 years, because I think 
they were a tremendous Opposition. And I wish them 
all the best as an Opposition for many years to come! 
Because that is clearly what they do best. They were 
a failing grade as a government, and they know it. 
And they must know it, but there is no humility with 
regard to self-reflection, self-reflection of where we 
failed. It is the ability to come in and, Let us see now 
what we can do. And the audacity—the absolute au-
dacity to stand up and be vociferous about ideas that 
you did not implement and things that you did not 
know. 

Let me talk for a moment about what the prob-
lem was with that Government and its administration. 
It was the assessment of things. Even when they 
talked about things and then they did them and 
passed legislation, they did not assess how it was go-
ing. So things were left in the dark. 

I will give you an example. I will give the pub-
lic an example of something that occurred the other 
day in my administration. I got a call up from the po-
lice. I will not get into what it was about—an idea in 
relation to a certain element of policing. “Can we get 
legislation to do this?” was the question. “We need 

legislation to do that.” And something twigged in my 
head: “Really? Well, you have had that.” And this was 
a piece of legislation, Mr. Speaker, that was brought 
into play by the then-PLP Government in 2005! And 
we got it implemented and made it happen in two-and-
a-half hours! Eight years—eight years, and the police 
had not used it once, because there was no—in sport-
ing terms, for those of you who watch football—there 
was no hand-off from the quarterback to the running 
back or a pass-out to the player in the field. 

That is assessment. That is what an admin-
istration does when it passes laws. Not talk, talk, talk, 
pass a law, and then not ensure that it is implemented 
and not follow up with assessment. That is the key to 
being in the legislature. And that is something where 
they failed time and time again, miserably.  

We have laws on our books that they brought 
into play that have never been implemented or exe-
cuted. We have 33 sections of PACE that started un-
der their administration and are still waiting to be as-
sented to and brought into play. The police are knock-
ing on my door, saying, “Mr. AG, when can we get 
these? When can we get these?” 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and general uproar]  
  
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Give the Honourable Member the floor. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, we are debat-
ing the Government’s Throne Speech, I thought. Right 
now they are acting still like the Opposition. They are 
the Government. We are expecting to hear the views 
of the Government. So, Mr. Speaker, I hope that we 
can do that. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is not a point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Actually, I am looking at the time, Honourable 
and Learned Member. One word, and then we will 
have lunch. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: So when I come back after 
lunch—when I come back, I will school the Learned 
and Honourable ex-Tourism Minister, who is not trav-
elling as much these days, you know. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
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Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: His claim to fame is that he 
used to be the next Premier of Bermuda. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: But I am going to move to a 
new area. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we break for lunch at this time. 
 
The Speaker: Yes Members. We will now break for 
lunch and return at 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:32 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:01 pm 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

DEBATE ON THE THRONE SPEECH 
 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable and Learned Member, 
Mr. Pettingill, will continue. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
am not one to hang on to those formalities that they 
get in this, but thank you. I am obliged to you, as we 
say in the learned profession. 
 Mr. Speaker, I noted today that the pre-
penultimate Premier in the newspaper, Dr. Brown, 
gave us what I consider to be something of an acco-
lade to say that the OBA is decisive. The OBA is deci-
sive and he liked that style of politics. I am going to 
touch on that in a while because I would say that we 
are decisive and we are doing decisive things and we 
are about action, as I started.  
 Mr. Speaker, one of the things that we as the 
One Bermuda Alliance Government hold very dear 
and very important is not only having one another’s 
backs, but also having critical thinking with one anoth-
er, also regulating one another’s behaviour. And noth-
ing less will do. It is so important that in being the 
change that we wish to see, our approach, our policy 
is about being the very best that we can be, about 
encouraging one another along, Mr. Speaker. But also 
[it is about] not being prepared to sit idly by if some-
one should run afoul of something.  

I am reminded of the Romanian folklore tale in 
relation to those that would stand by and allow their 
friends and colleagues to get away with questionable 
things and do nothing. The Romanians had a folk say-

ing that said when the axe came into the woods all of 
the trees said, Well, at least the handle is one of us. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: When the axe came into the 
woods, at least the handle is one of us . . . and looked 
the other way and one by one all were felled. You 
know, just something to keep in mind about how we 
intend to proceed. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I hear the echo of, I will give 
you that one too. In was in jest he said, The first thing 
we do is kill all the lawyers.   

I will say that sometimes I look around and 
think, Boy, we have got a lot of lawyers in the room 
here. Sometimes it is a blessing, and sometimes it 
can be a bit of a headache. But, you know, at the end 
of the day, Mr. Speaker, you have to proceed on the 
basis that you are about getting things done. And not 
looking the other way when there are questions to be 
asked, even of your friends and colleagues, takes 
courage, essential courage and leadership, to be able 
to have that approach. And we intend to do that and 
we are not afraid of doing that. 
 Now, when I speak of action and lack of ac-
tion, Mr. Speaker, let me say, with respect, in looking 
at the Reply to the Throne Speech (I am at page 8 of 
the Reply) . . . and this relates to gun violence and 
gang conflict. My honourable friend said, “To date, we 
have been hampered by a Government House that 
has not moved as swiftly as we would have liked, as 
sternly as we would have liked, and as efficiently as 
we would have liked, in stemming the tide of gang 
violence.”  

I pause.  
Again—again, Mr. Speaker—there is no re-

flection. There is no accountability. There is no let us 
take a look at where we could have done better. It 
seems that the loyal Opposition wants to now enter 
into this place doing what they do so well—and should 
do for a very long time as Opposition—and immedi-
ately begin the critique and pass the buck and say this 
needs to be done and that needs to be done, without 
one scintilla of analysis on perhaps it would have 
been a good thing had we done these things. 

But let me just pause there for a second be-
cause there was many a time during the last Govern-
ment that we heard, Well, the Governor has responsi-
bility for the police. Our hands are tied. That is all the 
Governor’s problem—he has control of the police and 
we should have it. And that, with great respect, is dis-
ingenuous, Mr. Speaker, at best, because it ignores 
that wonderful section 70 of the Constitution.  

Perhaps the Government did not see it, and, 
certainly, there are indications that they did not see 
some things, but perhaps they did not see that section 
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that allows you, as the Premier, to appoint a Gover-
nor’s Council. And that Governor’s Council is to ad-
vise the Governor with regard to his powers under 
section 62, which gives him— 

 
An Hon. Member: We had a council. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Well, you did not use it then. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, we did. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: All right, if you did you would 
not have that criticism, right?  

Here is the thing, Mr. Speaker, the way that it 
works is that if the Council provides the framework for 
ideas then it is the implementation that requires the 
follow-up. So it is almost like we pass Bills in the 
House . . . let us look at it like that. We know it all 
comes from here and the Governor assents. And that 
particular framework effectively works in the same 
way. It is just not involving the passing of legislation 
that gets assented to; it is the indication of policy on 
what the Government wants to do.  

Unless it is complete nonsense . . . unless the 
Governor’s Council is saying, you know, we are going 
to go down and just have the police shoot everybody 
that they see hanging on the corner—something that 
would be ridiculous—unless it is something that is 
contrary to international law, that is contrary to human 
rights, if it is sensible stuff, the Government can very, 
very clearly, through that framework, dictate to the 
Governor. Just like we do with the bills in the House, 
We passed the bill, now you assent. How often do 
bills get turned back to the House where the Governor 
says, No, we are not doing that? Perhaps in other ju-
risdictions, if errant nonsense gets put forward and, 
fortunately, we have not had any of that.  
 So we had that wonderfully working section. 
And guess what? We did not just introduce that with 
an OBA Government. It has been there since the 
dawn of the Constitution back in the 60s. Other Gov-
ernments used it. So this excuse, of the Government 
House did not act, the Government House did not do 
this with regard to the police. What you are really do-
ing is passing the blame and saying, We could have 
done more, but we were hampered. Well, we do not 
intend to be hampered. We have got our Council. We 
are meeting. We are going to meet. We are already 
implementing things and getting them done.  

I alluded to something the other day. It had 
not been used in eight years—in two and a half hours 
we got it done. The police are like, Wow! Wow! 
 Those things are there. So, as the Attorney 
General, and with my colleagues I have to field 
through some things and say, Yes, we have this; we 
can do it. No, we do not have this, so we will legislate 
it. And you will see, Mr. Speaker, in very short order 
the legislation . . . that just in that area, we will bring 
ideas forward to this House to be debated. Not to be 

discussed and then the following year discussed 
again in a Throne Speech and consideration to be 
given it, but to bring it to the House.  
 Plan, action by assessment, action by passing 
it in the House, and then assessment and support af-
ter it is done. If that were the case, you would not 
have to come along with proposals. So let me look at 
some of these proposals on page 9 here. And this is 
important for the public here because these are the 
suggestions in the Reply.  
 “The placing of operational control of the 
Bermuda Police Service in the hands of the duly 
elected Government of Bermuda. We believe that 
Bermudians are best suited to direct our war on 
crime.” Section 70 has that. You have all your say be-
cause you do it under the Constitution. So, we have 
already got that one. Moving on . . . so that is one we 
are actioning and we are using it and doing it. 
 “The development of a National Crime Reduc-
tion Plan.” Here is one! The police already have that. 
The police have that, Mr. Speaker, and they are doing 
it. So that is being implemented. And, yes, we are giv-
ing them the assistance and the support and the as-
sessment for the follow-up to ensure that it gets done 
and that they are provided with what they need. 
 “The introduction of a sustained police pres-
ence in areas known for drug trafficking, including 
sporting community fields and street corners.” That is 
nothing new! That is nothing new. Those are things 
that have been done and are being done. And, by the 
way, an informed Government (as we are) would 
know that that is not necessarily going to solve the 
problems that we have—particularly if you are talking 
about the particular violent crimes—because that par-
ticular suggestion there is not going to solve that. And 
God forbid, but people are not getting shot at sporting 
events. And I am not saying there is not some use in 
that, but it is a different type of thing that needs to be 
addressed. So, those things are there. They could 
have been done in the past and we are addressing 
how they need to be done now. 
 “Require inmates on work release to contrib-
ute a portion of their earnings to a Victim Compensa-
tion Fund.” Great idea! You should have done it. Four-
teen years—14 years—of people doing that and it did 
not happen. We will do it. It is on the agenda. We will 
do it. 
 “The creation of a sexual predator and pae-
dophile registry.” Well, that is a great idea too. You 
had 14 years. We will do it. We will do it because it is 
one of those things that needs to be done, not talked 
about. It needs to be done. It needs to be done. So we 
are going to action that. As a matter of fact, it has 
been actioned. So we are going to see that in the 
House within a period of weeks to be able to bring 
these things along and address them. 
 “Expansion of the role of the Bermuda Regi-
ment in marine interdiction.” Great idea! We had 
boats, we had a marine section, we had a regiment for 
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the last 14, 15 years that I know about—it did not 
happen. Well, we are already discussing it and looking 
at it being done because that might be something that 
will avail us of these things. So this is nothing new. 
These ideas were bantered around and even—many 
of them—promoted by the then-Opposition talking 
about these things, saying all the time, You need to do 
this. You need to do that. And [they] were not taken 
up. So, please do not come like this is a new idea that 
the new Opposition has, because if you want to talk 
about cut and paste, they cut and pasted it from the 
old Opposition. You know, this is where the boomer-
ang is the best weapon. 
 So, when we talk, Mr. Speaker, about a full 
and frank discussion under the decriminalisation of 
marijuana, I think we have already seen that that is-
sue has been raised and there is no question—there 
is no question that that is a frank and in-depth conver-
sation that we need to have. But people need to un-
derstand this. There is a quagmire of things to wade 
through when you begin to have that conversation.  

When you are going to talk about legalising 
marijuana, you have to look at what goes on in other 
jurisdictions. You have to look at what our friends to 
the west of us are going to think because you better 
be asking the Americans how they are going to view 
whatever policy we do with regard to marijuana and to 
other drugs. We need to look at what they have done 
in other jurisdictions. In Portugal they legalised all 
drugs—it seems to be working out for them. I am not 
saying everybody is high. I am saying they legalised 
all drugs and that’s how the results . . . so there are all 
of these things that have to be canvassed before you 
get to the stage of holding a referendum. But here is 
the point—it has been actioned. I have put together 
the discussion paper for that to be looked at as to 
where we go next. It did not happen before, but it is 
happening now. 
 I will say this, as long as the law of the land is 
the law of the land, and the law of the land is what it is 
when it relates to the drugs, then we have to hold our-
selves whether we agree or not to those principles. 
So, I am sure that everyone will not have a problem 
with being drug tested because at least we will estab-
lish at this time that we are going to hold true to those 
values. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I would have to say, if we 
pass law to say that you could not drink red wine, I 
would probably be one of the most upset people in 
this House. But if we pass the law, I will probably do 
my sipping away, as opposed to here. 
 
An Hon. Member: You would drink white wine. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Ah, I would drink white wine. 

 The point is that if we are going to have the 
laws of the land and we are going to be legislators 
and we want to follow them, then we must follow 
them. We must follow them because the fact of the 
matter is that marijuana drives a part of the problem 
that we have with gang issues—it is a multimillion dol-
lar a year industry. You know this, Mr. Speaker, sitting 
in the Chair, as you did on the Crime Commission 
when we sat together. We know that it is a part that 
drives the criminal activity that is involved a lot around 
marijuana. So we have to hold ourselves at least to a 
higher standard with regard to that, and before we get 
to engaging in that conversation. 
 Next, “Tougher legislation for the collection of 
outstanding child support payments.” Okay, like what? 
Because you already have the provision that you can 
lock people up if they do not pay their child support. 
And guess what? When you lock them up they are not 
paying. So, that one has been canvassed in the past. 
That is not a question of legislation. Again, this is a 
question of how you govern. You know, this a ques-
tion of how you govern because some things need to 
be legislated and some things need to be actioned. 
Some things need not to be legislated, but use the 
legislation that you have already got because you 
have already got the tools. 

The former Government had tools. They just 
did not always use them, or did not know about them, 
or did not assess them. So we are not going to go 
around now and legislate everything along this line. 
So this idea of tougher legislation—we need some 
tougher legislation . . . Mr. Speaker, you are going to 
see me bring it shortly with regard to some of the 
things where we need it. It is going to be brought. We 
might need legislation when it comes to DUI—driving 
whilst intoxicated—we need some of that when you 
look at the stats. We might need legislation that is 
workable when it comes to gangs. We might need—
and we do need, not we might—we do need that type 
of legislation and we are actioning it. And you are go-
ing to see it come before the House. But “tougher leg-
islation for the collection of outstanding child sup-
port”—that is not necessarily one that you are going to 
look at and say you have to legislate. Those tools are 
there. You have to look at the implementation of how 
you go about doing that. That is good governance and 
we are doing that. 
 “The creation of a Mental Health Court.” That 
sounds familiar. I think that was my section in the 
Throne Speech, Mr. Premier, was it not? That was the 
section where we set out that we would do that. So 
this idea, certainly, is not any plagiarism from the 
honourable Opposition because we set that out very 
clearly. And let me say this about that. That Mental 
Health Act goes back to 1968—45 years of mental 
health care in the developing world and through all the 
governments we had. Nothing was done. Through the 
last 15 years nothing was done, Mr. Speaker, to ad-
dress that.  
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You saw how high it was, with respect, on our 
agenda. I know I have been a criminalist for many, 
many years coming into this role about how important 
it is to address that particular area . . . to have the 
tools. So that is one that you need to legislate. And as 
you will have seen, Mr. Speaker, it is high on our 
agenda. So I have no doubt that the Opposition is go-
ing to be in full support of that because they seem to 
have cut and pasted it from our Throne Speech into 
their Throne Speech Reply. 
 “Introduction of a Judicial Complaints Authori-
ty.” Absolutely not. Absolutely not. The Constitution 
provides for judicial independence. We have a Chief 
Justice that runs his department and he can discipline 
his judges and so on and so forth. You do not set up . 
. . and I find this surprising coming from a Government 
that one would think was slightly left of centre to want 
to create more bureaucracy—you want to have a Ju-
dicial Complaints Authority? Everybody that did not 
like the decision of the judge would be running to the 
Judicial Complaints Authority!  

Do you know how much paperwork you are 
going to complete? Everybody that did not like some-
thing that a judge said is going to be running to the 
Judicial Complaints Authority. You know, that is not 
what that needs to be about, but that is what will hap-
pen. If there are issues they can be raising, they can 
be raised through the Bar Council in relation to issues 
like that with judges. So there is already an avenue 
and a mechanism for these things to be put into play. 

So we are not going to as the Government 
bring up a whole bunch of paperwork to this House for 
the sake of doing it when we can look at it, assess, 
and say, We already have these things. That should 
have been done. But that is the way that we are going 
to govern—by using the tools that we have and not by 
creating more bureaucracy and more paperwork and 
more sections that then get lost in the mire of legisla-
tion. You end up with what we had last week, where 
people in certain departments—whether it is the police 
or anyone else—do not even know they have the 
power, do not even know they have the law, because 
the right assessment is not done. That is no discredit 
to them. That is a Government thing to make sure that 
that gets . . . if you create a lot of paperwork you then 
have to make sure that the policy is introduced 
properly. 

“The Creation of Re-Entry Courts and Review 
Courts to ensure completion of mandated pro-
grammes and minimize recidivism respectively.” That 
is a great idea—it is called Court Services—we have 
it. It is one of my departments. So I do not know if they 
are saying they want to change the name or they are 
saying they actually want to induce another court 
where people come into court and sit in front of a 
judge who is judging the re-entry. You know, it is not 
outer space. We do not need a Re-Entry Court and a 
Review Court. These are all things that sound nice, 
but it just creates more committees to sit more people 

on to create more bureaucracy to create more confu-
sion. And here we go, this one here—Re-Entry Court, 
a Review Court? That is what Court Services is. That 
is probation. That is the Parole Board. That is proba-
tion officers following up on things and assessing. So 
that is there. There is nothing else to be done in that 
area—that is there. 

“Development of a strategy to contain the ris-
ing costs of Legal Aid.” Well, again, the second area 
that, respectfully, that was the Attorney General’s with 
regard to the Throne Speech. We indicated that that 
was a concern. We also indicated what we were do-
ing. We also can indicate that that is being actioned 
right now. It was the former Government that raised 
the legal aid fees. And, heaven knows, I was in sup-
port of that. I was one of those lawyers that practiced 
doing a lot of legal aid. Raise them to where they 
should be.  

With regard to the defence bar, and . . . they 
did not then assess a strategy for how best to have 
controls over that department and how that money 
should be used. That went on for years. So there was 
always a million dollars, two million dollars, overrun on 
that budget because of the lack of assessment at the 
time. So coming along now saying to “develop a strat-
egy” . . . we already have a strategy. We set it out in 
our Throne Speech. So we are not going to sit around 
and consider and talk about something again—we 
have got that one. It is on the table.  

A large part of it, Mr. Speaker, relates to poli-
cy as opposed to more legislation. It relates to how 
you streamline it. And some of those powers are al-
ready there. It is just a case of looking to see what you 
can do with what you have got, as opposed to seeing 
you do not have it so you will create a new law.  

So many of these things that are indicated as 
being sort of plagiarism or something have been very 
clearly actioned already by a One Bermuda Alliance 
Government. But let me say this—the point is this: 
Some of these things take courage. Some of these 
things take leadership. Some of these things you do 
not want to see in one Throne Speech and then see 
them in the following Throne Speech, like 11 and 12. 
Some of these things require action and the ability to 
make hard decisions. 

This Reply to the Throne Speech talks about 
a referendum on gaming. Gee, that sounds familiar. 
That sounds familiar. This is the former Government 
that brought a Green Paper to the House, which ku-
dos was a good idea by the prepenultimate Premier to 
discuss and they caned him for it! They rejected it. 
They turned on it. This is the Government that actually 
laid a referendum bill that got passed. They laid a ref-
erendum bill with regard to actually addressing the 
issue of gaming, and where are we? It did not happen. 
Why not? Why not. It is a controversial thing. It takes 
courage to make decisions that need to be made in 
that area. 
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How many times from the former Government 
did we hear the term “two words and a comma”? 

How many Throne Speeches will consider it is 
the right thing to do to amend our Human Rights Act? 
And let me say this, our Human Rights Act needs to 
fall in line with the rest of the world, right? The Euro-
pean Courts and all of the courts of the world dictate 
that any modern, civilised, humanitarian jurisdiction in 
the Western hemisphere must contain that particular 
section, those particular words that do not allow for 
sexual discrimination, that allow for a person to have 
human rights as with regard to their sexual orientation. 
How many times did the former Government talk 
about that and do nothing and took no action on draft-
ing “two words and a comma”? Well I can tell you this, 
Mr. Speaker, it is done and it is coming. It is done and 
it is coming. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: It is done and it is going to be 
done. And it is not coming with any obviation or any 
way around it. It is coming because it is the right thing 
to do and because it is international law that says that 
you must do it. It should have been done a long time 
ago and it is going to be done in short order . . . in 
short order with regard to “two words and a comma.” It 
is going to be done. And the homophobes are going to 
have to just deal with it because it is going to happen 
because it is the right way to go. And that is the cor-
rect thing to do and that is why the former Govern-
ment spoke about it, but never did anything. And this 
was a theme, a theme of the previous Government 
with regard to talking about . . . here is a plan, here is 
a consideration, here is something that we should do, 
and we have not gotten to it. 

Any good plan, Mr. Speaker, needs to have 
some cut and paste. So if the loyal Opposition thinks . 
. . and, frankly, I do not know where it is, maybe they 
can point it out. But if they think there is some cut and 
paste in our Throne Speech, we can go backwards 
and forwards on that. But let me tell you something 
with respect, Mr. Speaker, any plan that anybody 
makes in the history of the world is always going to 
have sensibly some cut and paste. But if you just cut 
and paste and stick it in here document after docu-
ment after document and you do not act on it, that is 
not leadership. That is not leadership. That is talking 
about things and not doing anything and moving the 
cut and the paste around. Well, sure, we are going to 
do some cut and pasting. We have a plan, we are go-
ing to action it and we are going to get it done. 

And now I will give you some Shakespeare 
cousin, all right? 
 
An Hon. Member: All right. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: “There is a tide,” Mr. Speak-
er, “in the affairs of men,”— 

 
An Hon. Member: I was wondering when— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: “Which, taken at the flood, 
leads to fortune.”  

Great quote. “There is a tide.” Guess what? 
The One Bermuda Alliance Government, “There is a 
tide in the affairs of men. Which, taken at the flood, 
leads to fortune.” What that means is action. What 
that means is taking advantage of what you have and 
using it. And the One Bermuda Alliance Government 
has taken that tide, is seizing what is there, and will be 
a Government of action. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable and Learned 
Member.  
 Is there any other Member who would like to 
speak? 
 No other Member looking to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Roban. 
 Mr. Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you for this opportunity to 
participate in the debate . . . the debate on, as I un-
derstand it to be, on the Throne Speech. What is sup-
posed to have been and certainly is the first Throne 
Speech of the new Government.  

So with great anticipation I waited to hear 
what the new Government would have to say on this 
day to defend the Throne Speech. And it seems as if it 
started, Mr. Speaker, with attention, not to the Throne 
Speech, but to Throne Speeches of the past. Curious.  

The Honourable and Learned Member who 
just took his seat seemed, in those meagre ten 
minutes that ended prior to lunch, to want to spend a 
lot of time talking about Throne Speeches of the past 
and even wanted to seemingly try to explain to the 
Opposition what they did wrong. 

I found this to be very curious because I 
thought that with all the enthusiasm and excitement 
that the new Government had for now being the Gov-
ernment the first thing that they would want to talk 
about is what they are going to do. But they seem to 
be preoccupied with what someone else was doing or 
not doing, and purporting to want to tell the former 
Government what went wrong, why it went wrong, 
how it went wrong. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I certainly did not come 
here to hear Dr. Phil. I came here to hear the ideas of 
the Government. That is why I am here, to hear them 
defend their ideas, not to get a counselling session 
from a pseudo-psychiatrist. So I will be happy to hear 
more, Mr. Speaker, about what the Government is 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 15 February 2013 45 
 
going to do. I hope to hear more because I have not 
heard much so far. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: You know, perhaps I am look-
ing for quality more than quantity, Mr. Speaker. But so 
far the quality has been low. Perhaps . . . I am a pa-
tient man. I will listen. I will be patient, and I will listen 
to hear more from the new Government on their ideas 
because much of what has been said so far is a cri-
tique of the ideas of  the previous Government. And 
that is fine. They have their right to do that. 

But I myself, Mr. Speaker, am interested in 
hearing more about what the Government intends to 
do over this next calendar year. And I look forward to 
hearing more of their pearls of wisdom and the inter-
esting ideas that they intend and how they intend to 
implement many of their proposals that were outlined 
in this year’s Throne Speech. It was an interesting 
document, I must say. 

It started with what appeared on the first page 
“The Government aims to increase employment” 
which is great, Mr. Speaker. Bermudians want jobs. 
So the goal is to increase employment. That was a 
part of their campaign—VOTE FOR JOBS. Great. So 
that is a priority. But the interesting thing, Mr. Speak-
er, is . . . and also I must note that the word “job” was 
mentioned about 17 to 20 times in the document, so 
clearly the word “jobs” was important to them. But 
there was something missing. And I am going to, per-
haps, Mr. Speaker, do a couple of things. I am going 
to spend some time talking about the area that I have 
some Shadow responsibility for, which is Home Af-
fairs, but I will deal with some of the general issues 
that have been outlined in the document. 

There was one thing I was looking for, which I 
did not see in the Throne Speech. And that was a 
clear jobs plan. The Government said they were going 
to be providing 2,000 jobs over five years. I saw no 
plan for those jobs. I would have even, Mr. Speaker, 
been interested to see a plan for about 500 jobs or so 
and what industries they might be concentrating on to 
facilitate that job creation. But there was nothing in 
here. Nothing! Seventeen mentions of the word “job” 
in different ways and different areas, but no plan for 
jobs.  

Bermudians want jobs. They certainly voted 
for the Government because that is what they prom-
ised. So I look forward to hearing more about what 
they are going to do about that. 

They talked about Government’s Jobs and 
Economic Turnaround Plan which they feel will put . . . 
and I am quoting from the document, Mr. Speaker, if 
you will allow me. 
 
An Hon. Member: Where are you quoting from? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I am quoting from page 3. 

 
The Speaker: Page 3? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes. “. . . Will put Bermuda on 
the road to recovery by restoring much needed confi-
dence, stimulating investment, creating new jobs”—
and notice that word “jobs” again—“and laying the 
foundation for future growth and shared prosperity.” 
Great! Where is the plan? I am looking for it. I want a 
clear plan. What exactly and how are you  going to do 
it and what is your time frame? What are you going to 
be doing? Where are those jobs going to be created? 
I need to see that. I have not seen it yet. I have seen 
bullet points, platform points, points made in the 
press, points made at press conferences, but no plan. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is called a plan... 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: And I would like to see the 
plan, Mr. Speaker. And I am sure Bermudians are 
looking for that plan. Where is the plan?  
 
An Hon. Member: Turn to page 4  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: They are talking about “jobs.” 
“Jobs” is their focus, let us see the jobs plan. I am 
looking for it. It is not in here. It is not on page 5, it is 
not on page 6, it is not on page . . . up to page 13 or 
page 19—no plan for jobs. 

 But we have seen some things from the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Speaker. We have seen a number of 
actions—quick and decisive. We have seen them fo-
cusing less on Bermudians, but making sure they are 
pleasing other people. 

First, one of the first things that the Minister 
for Home Affairs (the Honourable Member in another 
place) stated, Mr. Speaker, was not about how many 
jobs he is going to create for an environment of creat-
ing jobs for Bermudians, but he talked about how we 
are going to make sure people come in here for jobs. 
And I have heard figures being pandered around 
about 10,000 non-Bermudian jobs needed to help us 
get to a better job situation with Bermudians.  

Well, that is very interesting. It seems as if 
many of the measures—certainly what they have said 
around the recently eliminated policy and other 
measures upon which they have announced, Mr. 
Speaker, one in particular which was articulated just a 
couple of days ago—seem to be ensuring that jobs 
are going to be created for people other than Bermu-
dians. Bermudians want jobs. They do not want to 
hear about plans that are going to facilitate jobs for 
people other than themselves. They— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: But, Mr. Speaker, and this is 
one of the things that I often get very tired of . . . and I 
am not saying that the Opposition is the perpetrator of 
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it. But I hear it in the community. It may be people that 
the Opposition know . . . it may be people that the 
Opposition— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —associate with Mr. Speaker, 
is this caricature statement, you know, We need inter-
national business. Blasé, blasé. They are important to 
the economy. Bermudians know that. They under-
stand that. They understand that— 
 
An Hon. Member: You did not. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: They understand, Mr. Speaker, 
that bringing in labour helps to stimulate around the 
economy. That has been Bermuda’s history from its 
beginning.  

It started with indentured servants and slaves. 
That is what it started with. It then moved on to other 
groups—Portuguese, West Indians, and others who 
came in to facilitate the development of the country. 
Bermudians know that. That is our history. The impor-
tation of labour has helped to facilitate the growth and 
development of the country. Bermudians understand 
that. 
 But our concerns with all these issues, Mr. 
Speaker . . . we do not need to be called xenophobes 
and scaremongers by friends of them, associates of 
them. Actually, people who work for them, Mr. Speak-
er, seem to have an issue with those of us of the 
community who have concerns about the future pros-
perity, security, and welfare of the local population. 
Those associated with the Government—their associ-
ates and perhaps even some of that seemingly have 
an issue with that. Certainly, I have seen the behav-
iour of the Minister in certain press conferences. He 
seems to have difficulty when challenged with the 
tough questions around this issue, Mr. Speaker. But 
these concerns must be held to be legitimate. 

There has been a history of manipulation of 
policy around immigration, around labour, to the un-
dermining of Bermudians advancement and oppor-
tunity in the economic environment. So Bermudians 
are concerned perpetually on the issue—the issue 
has been with us for generations. It has been the sub-
ject of Government attention for generations, whether 
it be PLP, UBP, certainly now the OBA. And future 
governments will have the concern of immigration as 
an issue—and that is by just virtue of the nature of the 
country—we are a limited size country.  

We do not have, you know, sea to shining 
sea. We do not have mountains and plains available 
to settle masses of individuals to expand industry. We 
have 22, or so, square miles of limited space for resi-
dencies, limited space for work. And we have got to 
maximise that in whatever way we can—balancing the 
interests of our citizens with the interests of those who 
we attract here for investment. 

And, you know, the constant myth of the Gov-
ernment, in whatever persona that government is in, 
has been, that the PLP has not been sensitive to that, 
has not respected that, has not promoted it. Well, last 
I looked (and I am sure this can be confirmed by 
smarter people than myself because many people in 
this House are very bright and capable, Mr. Speaker, 
and I do not doubt their intellect and their ability—on 
my side as well as on the other side) is that certainly 
between 1997 and about 2007 Bermuda experienced 
one of the most buoyant economic booms in its histo-
ry—perhaps the most buoyant in reference to its GDP, 
when it went to one of the highest levels it has been 
historically, perhaps historically. So, certainly, there 
was not any absence of growth of the country, there 
was not any absence of job expansion—whether you 
be somebody who was . . . people coming here to 
work or many of the people in the environment—there 
were jobs being created in all types of areas under the 
PLP Government, as I recall. 

I think, one of the greatest symbols of how the 
PLP clearly understood the importance of international 
business was back in 1995 when we were then the 
Opposition. We supported a Private Bill which would 
then facilitate the development of the XL and ACE 
development—contrary to the wishes of the then-
Government I might add, because they were going in 
a totally different direction at the time. But the PLP, 
Mr. Reggie Burrows, sponsored the Private Bill, sup-
ported the Private Bill. And as I recall— 
 
An Hon. Member: Had the support of the then-
Government. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Oh, well, that is not the way it 
was going down as I remember, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: I was there. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Please, please allow the Member to 
carry on. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Certainly, Mr. Speaker, it was 
our Government who was tasked, or our Member who 
was tasked, with guiding that Private Bill. And that 
must have been for a reason because the Bill was not 
put in the hands of Members of the Government of the 
day to carry through. So that says something, despite 
what other chirping voices on the other side might 
say. 
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The facts are that we supported the Bill that 
would lead to one of the greatest expansions in the 
reinsurance industry in the history of this country, 
supported by one of our Members—a Private Bill—to 
a type of development that then was as a result of a 
waving of the 60/40 rule because that development 
could not have come without some variant of the 
60/40 rule. A policy that we have later followed 
through with in this Government that was the PLP—a 
varying of the 60/40 rule to allow the capital to be in-
vested, Mr. Speaker, in certain key industries that 
were publicly listed companies—telecommunications, 
electricity, power, and some other key industries. 

Capital . . . we are, you know, that . . . those 
are some of the things that we have done to support 
full and direct investment in business in this country. 
And there are other things that we have done. Cer-
tainly, giving the BMA more independence, even the 
pursuing of ensuring that our international reputation 
was protected with the TIEAs being signed and other 
arrangements that we went out there and aggressively 
sought to ensure that Bermuda’s reputation in the in-
ternational environment was protected. I can go on 
and on. 

There are many things that we as a Govern-
ment and as a party supported to promote the pres-
ence of international business in this country. The on-
going rapport . . . and I can tell that certainly when it 
comes to tourism . . . I am not even going to talk about 
IB because, you know, the economic situation in Ber-
muda is wider, Mr. Speaker. It is not just about IB. But 
I would argue, and you as a person who has great 
experience in the visitor industry, understands that IB . 
. . hotel is also an international business, it is not just 
about insurance and financial services. That is an in-
ternational business. And, certainly our efforts to en-
sure that the hotel industry has a presence here—a 
positive presence here—assisting by giving them cer-
tain concessions, the Hotels Concession Act, to en-
sure foreign direct investment in the hotel industry in a 
wider range than had ever been put before in 2000. 

Those are some of the things that we did to 
support not only foreign direct investment in this coun-
try but also jobs, Mr. Speaker. Jobs! That is a part of 
our record, too. 

But I say all that because that is what a Gov-
ernment should do. And I applaud whatever work that 
the Government is going to do going forward—
although it is not very clear at the moment—to devel-
op more jobs amongst Bermudians. That is a priority. 
The people need it. And they are the ones who are 
talking so eloquently about the deficit in jobs—the 
3,000 Bermudians who are jobless, the number of 
young people from 18 to 25 who do not have jobs. 

But, Mr. Speaker, did I not just hear of a policy 
statement that they just made about allowing the chil-
dren of non-Bermudians who have no work permit to 
actually work without permit control? Hmmm. If Ber-
mudian jobs are the priority, Mr. Speaker, why are 

they again making policy changes that seem to favour 
others other than the Bermudians who are desperate-
ly seeking jobs?  

Our young people come back here—and are 
still here during the summer times—and are looking 
for work. Why should they have to necessarily be 
faced with the possibility that somebody who is only 
here because of the limited presence of their parents 
(who themselves are under permit control) have no 
permit control? They can go and get a job during the 
summer anywhere that could potentially be a job for a 
Bermudian young person who is aspiring to work to 
get some experience so that they can ultimately be 
assertive in the workplace.  

Why?  
I have not heard the reason yet. But, perhaps, 

the Minister in his wisdom and the Government will 
explain to us why. I look forward to hearing that.  
 But let me go back, Mr. Speaker. I said I 
would move in and out of my area of responsibility. I 
will go back now to the Throne Speech. I think I did 
see a line in the Throne Speech . . . and I have per-
haps touched on it a little bit before, a line on page— 
 
The Speaker: Page? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Page 2, Mr. Speaker. 
 “The Government believes that the decisions 
it makes must be in the interest of the whole, not that 
of any special interest group.”  

Hmmm. Interesting statement. Commendable, 
but interesting, because certainly a number of deci-
sions that I have heard of and witnessed, as any other 
citizen who is listening, seem to not quite be in har-
mony with that particular statement, Mr. Speaker. So I 
am concerned that this actual principle stated here is 
not really being followed. 

This Government seems to have taken on a 
track record (if they can be suggested to have had a 
record thus far) of breaking promises rather than 
keeping them, and favouring decisions that are per-
ceived to (if not actually) favour interest groups rather 
than the whole. And we have seen responses from 
the public that clearly make it clear that the public 
does not quite feel it, Mr. Speaker. They do not quite 
feel that the whole is being satisfied. But, these are  
early days yet, Mr. Speaker, early days. But, thus far 
not a good sign. 
 But, again, I am a patient man and my Hon-
ourable Members on this side are patient as well. And 
we will observe, we will take our time to watch what 
the Government does and respond in the appropriate 
manner with where we see, as my honourable leader 
has said, where we see there are areas of collabora-
tion we will support, but areas where there seems to 
be some falling off the rails we will advise and we will 
caution and we will, if necessary, oppose. But that is 
our role in this House. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I do note some of the other in-
teresting statements made in the Throne Speech, par-
ticularly on page 5, where there is a mention of the 
visit by the Honourable Premier to Washington. And 
there is a mention of meeting people. There is a men-
tion of Bermuda having business-friendly policies and 
practices. And there is also a mention, as I heard, of 
possibly some persons coming down and talking to us 
about investment. 

Well, I do hope that the Government (because 
I have not heard it yet, so I cannot say that they are 
doing it) does cast their lead a little bit further than the 
United States on looking for investment and oppor-
tunity in Bermuda. You know, the Americans are fine, 
yeah, they are rich, they have got money, but there 
are people in other parts of the world that have got 
money too and that are keen to invest globally. You 
know, as it relates to the capital markets and the US 
they seem to be kind of just getting their footing and, 
Mr. Speaker, I hear a chirping about foreign invest-
ment in New York, Mr. Speaker. 

But, Mr. Speaker, one thing that I am aware of 
is that if we are talking about particularly our visitor 
area of investment, the capital markets in Wall Street 
and that have been almost dry when it comes to in-
vestment in the tourism product in this region for a 
number of years. And if they are beginning to provide 
money, it is a very little bit of money that is available. 
And you can look to our friends to the south who have 
often a lot more opportunities for investment—they 
have been getting very little. And so, it is no wonder 
that if we focus just on Wall Street and the United 
States, we might not get much coming out of that par-
ticular lemon—not much juice. You might have to 
scrape off the rind, you might get something from that, 
but you are not going to get much. 

We should be looking to Asia. We should be 
looking to the Middle East. We should be looking to 
other areas of the globe where there is much more 
buoyant capital markets, there are people looking to 
invest globally. I am not suggesting that the Govern-
ment has not looked, but I have not heard about them 
looking any further and I am dealing with the Throne 
Speech, Mr. Speaker. If that is our focus, I can only 
deal with what I see here in print. I am not trying to 
postulate on something that they might be thinking 
about. I am dealing with what is here. And I see 
Washington, DC, and the United States. 

I am suggesting that they look elsewhere as 
well and make that a focus of their concentration to 
other places that have plenty of capital that may be 
interested in Bermuda. I do hope that they do that be-
cause that certainly . . . a previous Government was 
doing that. And all these things, as you know, and I 
am sure they understand because they have people 
who have brains over there, too. 
 
An Hon. Member: Too? 
 

Mr. Walter H. Roban: You know, they have to, you 
know, you have to cultivate these things. You know, 
you have to plant seeds and water them properly and 
make sure they grow. You know, that is how you culti-
vate a relationship that will reap rewards. I understand 
that and I am sure they understand that, Mr. Speaker. 
So I do hope that they pursue those lines— 
 
An Hon. Member: We will. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —because that will mean jobs. 
Investment will mean jobs, improve the economy; 
make all of our lives more happy. I am sure they un-
derstand that and I do hope they pursue other lines 
other than just two hours away to the west. They can 
go circumnavigate the globe, make the globe their 
marketplace. I do hope they do that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Again, Mr. Speaker, they keep 
talking about what other people did before them. Peo-
ple want to hear what they are going to do, Mr. 
Speaker. They keep talking about what somebody 
else did, what about what they are going to do? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: What are you going to do? 
People want to hear your voice. They want to hear 
your plans. That is what they want to hear. 
 
The Speaker: Member, speak to the Chair, please. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
redirecting me. 
 My passion for wanting the answer is driving 
me. I want to hear the answers, Mr. Speaker. I want to 
hear the solutions that they so eloquently put forward 
prior to December 17th. I want them, too. I am a Ber-
mudian. I want my country to improve. They are in 
charge. So I want to see improvement. I am not Rush 
Limbaugh, I am not hoping they fail . . . that much. I 
hope they have some success because their success 
will aid some of the people that I represent on the 
North Shore in the North Village who want jobs, who 
want opportunity, who want to see a better way of life. 
So I hope that they succeed to some degree, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, a number of other things that I 
noticed in the Throne Speech and although— 
 
The Speaker: You have four minutes left. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Fine. I am just . . . I am going 
through . . . I think I touched on the chief issue of my 
main area of responsibility of Home Affairs. Although I 
did note, Mr. Speaker, that the main focus of the Gov-
ernment was on the immigration work permit area. 
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There are a number of other areas which did 
not get much treatment although there was some dis-
cussion of the intellectual properties and charities ar-
ea in the Throne Speech and I do hope that within 
particularly the area of charities that they move for-
ward with whatever policies will improve the relation-
ship that the charities have with the Government be-
cause as we well know many charities do rely on 
Government grants to operate and do their help in the 
community. So whatever they can do to improve that 
framework, I applaud. And we will critique it appropri-
ately in the House when it comes. So I look forward to 
seeing that. 
 There were also mentions of intellectual prop-
erty and advancing that area and that straddles with 
the e-commerce which also is an area of responsibil-
ity. That is obviously an area that we as a Govern-
ment did a lot of work on—in e-commerce—to im-
prove things like protection against certain predators 
online, to ensure certain types of behaviour online is 
illegal, but also as they mention in the Throne Speech, 
Mr. Speaker, about the protection of intellectual prop-
erty—a very important area. So I do hope that the 
Government continues to advance. And let’s face it, 
that is not an area that is easy to get your hands on 
because anything to do with technology in this day 
and age, as some of the experts on that side would 
know, is changing every day. So you write a law today 
just by virtue of that law it is already almost irrelevant 
by the next day because the IT world is moving. 

So we expect to see interesting ideas around 
how the continued protection in that area can be ad-
vanced around intellectual property and those areas 
which are important. And there is a potential revenue 
builder in there for our Island. Perhaps.  Because 
there are already companies here that have quite a 
strong presence globally in that area. So anything that 
the Government can do to expand Bermuda’s pres-
ence in that area is a part of diversification of the 
economy, it will create more jobs, raise technical ex-
pertise (as my honourable leader said should be a 
focus) and we can see our younger people in the next 
generation going into new areas of endeavour. So we 
look forward to any enhancement they can make in 
those areas, Mr. Speaker. 

Certainly, the continued revision . . . although 
it is another area of remit. The telecommunications 
space and the advancements in the deregulation has 
great opportunity for job creation there. There are 
companies already here putting significant investment 
under the anticipation that once that framework is de-
ployed that there is going to be a change of the tele-
communication landscape promoting more job oppor-
tunities, attracting investment into Bermuda. One 
company certainly was on the road to invest nearly 
$100 million. And I am hoping that other companies 
that are already here, legacy companies as well, will 
actually get behind the regulatory changes and begin 
to expand their investment in Bermuda creating more 

jobs for our citizens, creating spaces of greater exper-
tise. 

Jobs for what we do must be the focus. Jobs 
for Bermudians must be the focus; ensuring that Ber-
mudians have a certain piece of mind about their fu-
ture in the job market. And this is not about protection, 
Mr. Speaker, it is about empowerment, it is about en-
hancement of skills, it is about creating opportunities 
where Bermudians can invest themselves, it is about 
expanding Bermudian earning power, not just bringing 
in people with big earning power.  
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: We must also do that as well. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Would anyone else care to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from Pembroke Central, constituency 17. You 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to echo the comments of 
our honourable leader, Mr. Bean, in saying that we 
are prepared as the Opposition to work with Govern-
ment on all issues, policies, and legislation that we 
feel are in the best interests of our country. We care 
deeply for our country and we do want to see the best 
policy and the best legislation brought forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the Govern-
ment for demonstrating the courage and the initiative 
to clearly express support for including sexual orienta-
tion as a protected category under the Human Rights 
Act. Human rights are not meant to be subject to ne-
gotiation. 

It is important that in a mature and a strong 
democracy we give respect and recognise the equality 
of all people irrespective of sexual orientation. So I do, 
Mr. Speaker, want to commend the Government for 
taking this bold initiative and making it absolutely clear 
that that is their intention. 
 
The Speaker: Make sure you speak to the Speaker. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
commend the Government for making a very clear 
position with respect to shared parenting. It was an 
initiative brought forward by the previous Government. 
It has now been reaffirmed by this Government, and 
we think that any legislation which actually helps to 
strengthen families to ensure that both parents play as 
much of a role as possible in the raising of their chil-
dren cannot be but for the public good. So we support 
Government, and I commend Government for taking 
this initiative. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, on the issue of education, I 
think it is very important to recognise that education is 
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the critical foundation upon which all of our young 
people get real opportunities. Without that education it 
is going to be very difficult for our young people to be 
able to compete effectively in what clearly is a global 
environment. When people from all over the world 
have access to jobs, it is important that our young 
people get as well educated as possible and develop 
as many technical skills as possible in order to be 
competitive. 
 Now, having said that, I am somewhat con-
cerned about the emphasis on introducing technical 
education into our public schools at such an early lev-
el at the middle school level. My concern, Mr. Speak-
er, is really rooted in the fact that today we have 
young people who are leaving our schools going on to 
tertiary education who do not have the minimum skill 
sets in terms of reading, writing, math skills, and criti-
cal thinking to operate effectively in at a tertiary level. 
Therefore, there is an abundance of programmes in 
place that require students to upgrade their skill set 
and competency.  

If there is a deficiency at the middle and sen-
ior school levels with those basic skills sets, I would 
rather see an emphasis on getting those critical skills 
in place first before we weaken and dilute the educa-
tional environment to include other subject matters. 
Because no matter what you do—whether it is in an 
academic track career or a technical track career—
you will require great writing skills, reading skills, criti-
cal thinking skills, and math skills. So we need to have 
these very much in place. 

I would caution the Government about being 
overly enthusiastic about moving so firmly in the direc-
tion of technical education at such an early age. It will 
unduly contour some of our young people into areas 
and career paths when, at that age, they would clearly 
not have a very clear sense of what they want to do in 
terms of a career. 
 Mr. Speaker, we know that one of the most 
important aspects of a good education is to have ex-
cellent principals. One of the challenges of having a 
large bureaucracy is that we have not sufficiently al-
lowed principals to have the level and the kind of au-
tonomy they need in order to properly manage their 
schools. The issue of public education has never been 
an issue of budget. In fact, we have more money than 
we need to deliver a proper and responsive educa-
tional system. What we need to do, though, Mr. 
Speaker, is give our principals the autonomy—allow 
them to run their schools and manage their schools. 
So you hire competent principals to do the work. If 
they prove to be less than competent, then that is an 
issue that needs to be addressed. 

We need to hire competent teachers. I have 
no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that the vast majority of teach-
ers today in public education have tremendous dedi-
cation, tremendous commitment, and are well quali-
fied. But they are not all so, Mr. Speaker. And it will be 
the responsibility of a principal in a relatively autono-

mous environment to be able to sort out those who 
are able to deliver and those who need help in making 
that delivery. We cannot emphasise the importance of 
having that level of autonomy in our schools. We need 
it for our children and we need it for our future.  

Mr. Speaker, having taught at the Bermuda 
College for 12 years and having been in the immedi-
ate past Chairman of the Bermuda College I know that 
we have seen a decline in the capability of young 
people from both public and private schools coming to 
the College. It is not unique to Bermuda. If we go to 
any college or university in North America (and I sus-
pect also Europe, although we have not done the re-
search) that there is an abundance of programmes to 
help those students come to the level that they need 
in order to take university courses. So there is some-
thing going on at the middle school level, at the sec-
ondary school level, that needs to be addressed. It 
needs to be addressed here as it needs to be ad-
dressed elsewhere, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, once we get that right, we will be on our 
way to having real opportunities for our young people. 
The business community will not be able to say that 
our young people lack the talent or they lack the skill 
set. 

We have an excellent example of how reform 
can make for a very effective institution. All one needs 
to do, Mr. Speaker, is to look at the example of Ber-
muda College. After a seven-year effort, the Bermuda 
College was able to secure accreditation with one of 
the accredited bodies in North America. You would 
know about that as well, Mr. Speaker, because you 
were previous Chairman of the Bermuda College. 
That seven-year effort demonstrated that in getting 
their recognition the Bermuda College—and, there-
fore, Bermuda—has a recognised tertiary institution 
where students can come for two years and then 
transfer to a wide range of colleges and universities in 
North America, Europe, and elsewhere. 

The question becomes, How do we better 
market that strong institution—Bermuda College—to a 
wider body of Bermudian? Because we have 1,200 
students—about 400 are full time. A parent, parents, 
can save about $30,000 a year by sending their stu-
dents to Bermuda College rather than overseas and 
then transfer in the third or fourth year to a highly rep-
utable college or university. But they do not do so in 
sufficient numbers. That has more to do with our 
mind-set, Mr. Speaker, than anything else, because 
the competence is there and the recognition (more 
importantly) is there. 

If I can move on to another area, Mr. Speaker, 
and I will take the liberty of doing so especially since 
my whip has said, I am certainly allowed to do so. 
There are some aspects of the Throne Speech that 
have caused concern. The argument by the Govern-
ment, or the position by the Government, is that they 
will introduce drug testing for the Members of Parlia-
ment. I am not sure if that was meant to be mischie-
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vous or whether it was a real soundly-thought-through 
policy. 

Mr. Speaker, having been the principal re-
search officer for the National Alcohol and Drug 
Agency, the National Drug Strategy, and the National 
Drug Commission, one of the very clear rationales 
that was advanced in terms of any drug policy was to 
try to reduce the harm associated with the actions. 
There was always a harm reduction approach that 
was key. This approach . . . I am not sure what it is 
meant to accomplish.  

What I will say is that one could undertake a 
drug test, Mr. Speaker, and test positive but never 
have broken a law in Bermuda. Because drug testing 
does not test impairment; it tests one’s use. And eve-
ryone knows that there are a number of substances 
that can be in one’s system for months. So if someone 
goes to a jurisdiction where it is quite legal to con-
sume a drug that happens to be illegal in Bermuda, 
what, then, would you say to that person?  

We have to be very careful about what it is 
that we are trying to accomplish. Is it a moral authority 
that we are trying to argue? Or is it something else 
that is going on? Is that clearly thought through? I 
would encourage the Government to give real consid-
eration to what it is meaning to accomplish in doing 
so. 

The other issue that caused me some con-
cern, Mr. Speaker, relates to the decision to vacate a 
policy regarding foreign-born spouses and Bermudi-
ans purchasing more than one home. The rationale 
for that, Mr. Speaker, was that we had no idea—and I 
think we still do not have any idea—how much land is 
currently being held by non-Bermudians. There was a 
piece of legislation passed in the mid-1970s which 
says there should be not more than 10 per cent of the 
land in Bermuda held by foreign hands. 

When a former minister, Minister Burch, was 
in charge, he put the policy in place while we tried to 
get a count of all the property that is held in non-
Bermudian hands. Most people who comment on this 
issue, Mr. Speaker, will say that they believe the 
10 per cent limit has long since been exceeded. And 
so the policy was put in place to try to contain that so 
that we could get a better count and then decide what 
the more appropriate strategy might be. This policy 
shift, Mr. Speaker, now means that it is open once 
again, and we are violating the law. There seems to 
be no regard for the law. So, on the one hand we want 
to have a drug testing policy in place, because we 
want to ensure that all Members of Parliament adhere 
to the law, yet the very Government, by its actions, 
may now be wilfully violating the law. And there 
seems to be no demonstrated effort to find out what 
that actual count is. 

So I would again encourage the Government 
to reconsider its position so that we can assure that all 
of our policies and laws we pass are consistent with 
the law. 

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech is interesting 
for what it contains. Obviously, that is why we are 
here today. But it is also interesting for what it does 
not contain. There are some glaring omissions from 
this Throne Speech. And I say “glaring” because 
some concerns were matters that were raised repeat-
edly in the past 12 months, yet found no place in the 
Throne Speech that we saw, listened to, and read last 
week. 

I refer to a position on gaming. I refer to elec-
toral reform. There were many pundits who spoke 
about the importance of having proportional represen-
tation, having the overseas vote—because these were 
seen to be important tenets of a strong democracy. 
Yet, Mr. Speaker, there is absolute silence on those 
matters. I do not know if the Government no longer 
considers them to be important, and if that was just a 
position as Opposition, or whether it is something that 
will come forward later. But we shall soon see. 

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech talks in the 
concluding section about the importance of integrity, 
transparency, and openness in the decision-making 
process. Those principles are something that I think 
all of us can assuredly agree with. Those are essential 
to having a strong and vibrant democracy. But, Mr. 
Speaker, some of the initial decisions made by this 
Government test their commitment to those principles. 
I speak about a firm commitment—six months ago, 
three months ago, two months ago—regarding term 
limits, for example, and a commitment to suspending 
them. And then what I see as a contrived decision-
making process which sees them eliminated altogeth-
er. That, Mr. Speaker, in my view, will test their com-
mitment to integrity, transparency, and openness.  

But there are some more challenging aspects 
that relate to these commitments or principles, Mr. 
Speaker. We gradually moved over the past 14 years 
to a type of government which saw Ministers carrying 
out their responsibilities with full fervour and full com-
mitment—the process whereby we elected full-time 
Ministers. In the old days (some say the bad old days, 
Mr. Speaker), you had a situation whereby Ministers 
were paid very low salaries and they would juggle 
their full-time job with their ministerial responsibilities. 
That created a cloud of concern because the rule of 
thumb back in the ’60s and ’70s, and perhaps before, 
Mr. Speaker, was that you would use your access to 
Government in order to better advance your own nar-
rowly defined interests. So, by having a process by 
which we moved toward full-time Ministers you tried to 
break that tenuous line between one’s private inter-
ests and the public interests. 

When I see it going on today, Mr. Speaker, [it] 
raises concern about the extent of which the Govern-
ment is going to be able to remain true to its commit-
ment to transparency and integrity. Because, Mr. 
Speaker, if you have a Minister working in a reinsur-
ance company in the morning, and then setting policy 
regarding work permits in the afternoon, you get into 
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that murky area. If you have a Minister working for a 
large conglomerate in the morning and then deciding 
on economic development policy in the afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker, you are getting to that line whereby . . . 
Whose interests are really being best protected and 
advanced? 

So I would encourage the Government, I 
would encourage our Honourable Premier to rethink a 
process that can best serve public interests, best 
serve the interests of the people in its totality. Be-
cause as much as one says in legal circles that justice 
has to be seen to be done, good governance has to 
be seen to be done. And it cannot be done where the 
waters are murky. And, Mr. Speaker, there is a level 
of murkiness in our waters today. 

The final point I will make, Mr. Speaker, re-
lates to what I see as the most glaring omission—the 
most glaring omission—in the Throne Speech. And 
that has to do with an area of politics, an area of deci-
sion-making that gets at the very heart of how we 
make decisions and where the authority to make deci-
sions lies. There was no comment, really, about the 
relationship between the Bermuda Government and 
the United Kingdom Government. We heard some 
earlier comments about the relationship between the 
Bermuda Government and the Governor, who repre-
sents the UK Government in Bermuda, with respect to 
the police service. 

But there is a more fundamental issue, Mr. 
Speaker, because last December the United Kingdom 
Government formally established a panel of Ministers 
of all the Overseas Territories, a panel that the Over-
seas Territory Minister will himself chair. And if you 
read their mandate, Mr. Speaker, their mandate is to 
cover virtually every aspect and every area of govern-
ance for the Overseas Territories. So what you will 
see is—what I think I have seen and what I think has 
been the case since 1999—a gradual devolution of 
power back to the United Kingdom.  

The principle for arguing this point first came 
in 2003 when Lord Triesman (the Overseas Territories 
Minister at the time) argued that the line of demarca-
tion between domestic affairs and international affairs 
was becoming increasingly blurred and, therefore, the 
UK may involve themselves in areas that the Over-
seas Territory might consider to be its exclusive do-
main under the Constitution—that has now been cast 
aside—that separation of power. And so what I would 
like to hear from the Government is what its position is 
with respect to its relationship with the United King-
dom.  

The British Prime Minister has already said he 
wants to take on what he calls “the tax havens.” Many 
consider Bermuda to be a tax haven, Mr. Speaker. It 
may well be that there are occasions when the inter-
ests of the UK are not necessarily aligned with the 
interests of Bermuda. And sometimes it is just plain 
misinformation that creates challenges for us. The 
most explicit example of misinformation that created a 

real challenge for Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, was in 2006 
when the Home Office misinformed the European Un-
ion that Bermuda citizens, Overseas Territory citizens, 
did not have the right of abode in the UK. It was be-
cause of that misinformation, Mr. Speaker, that we 
were all subject to a visa regime of the Schengen 
group of countries in the European Union. 

So as we move forward, Mr. Speaker, as this 
Government seeks to set out its course for our coun-
try, and as we seek to be the critical evaluators of 
what Government does, I ask for this Government to 
give real consideration to the future relationship that 
we might have with the UK under this new Ministerial 
Council, what it means, and if they could come back 
to us through Parliament and to the people, at some 
point in the not-too-distant future, to outline how that 
relationship—in their view—is going to evolve. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Minister 
from constituency— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am number 10, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: From constituency 10, Minister 
Dunkley. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good afternoon colleagues. 
 First let me start by congratulating the Hon-
ourable Member in his maiden speech in this Honour-
able Chamber on a balanced approach. I certainly did 
not agree with some of what was said, but I thought 
his tone of delivery and the comments he made cer-
tainly will add to the debate. So, on your maiden 
speech—congratulations. 
 The Government has taken a very ambitious 
agenda and we cannot be expected to have all of our 
platform in our first Throne Speech. This agenda for 
the Throne Speech certainly has a lot in it, and we are 
getting down to work to do it. 

Let me just add before I get into our Throne 
Speech . . . let me just comment on a few comments 
by the last speaker and the speaker just before him, 
the Honourable Member Roban.  

This full- and part-time issue of Ministers . . . I 
believe it [is] just a waste of conversation for the sim-
ple fact, Mr. Speaker, that the former Minister of Fi-
nance (before the Honourable Member became Prem-
ier) was a part-time Minister. And I believe that [if] 
somebody gets the job done, sticks to the solid princi-
ples of accountability, transparency, declaring one’s 
interests, and if Cabinet colleagues, Government 
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Members, and Opposition Members hold us account-
able, then we will be on the right track. So let us stop 
making excuses about who is full and who is part-
time. We just need to get the job done—all of us—
because we can turn that around and say, Well, which 
Opposition Members do not put in the time they need 
to represent their constituency because they are chas-
ing other things now because they do not have a Cab-
inet position?  

We are not going there. All of us should be 
expected to represent our people and do it in the way 
we believe is right. And, you know, our colleagues 
have to hold us accountable. 

Honourable Member Roban, when he spoke, 
said something very interesting to me. He said that in 
1995 the PLP in Opposition supported the Bill to allow 
the greatest expansion in the history of the country. 
Well, let me be clear on that. I think the former Gov-
ernment at that time supported it as well. Well, if that 
Honourable Member is so keen to take credit for sup-
porting a Bill to allow the greatest expansion in the 
history of this country, they should also make sure 
they take some of the credit for presiding over the 
greatest contraction in the history of this country and 
the crippling debt that now hangs around the neck of 
every Bermudian. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You cannot have your 
cake and eat it too. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Ease up. Ease up on it. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, Honourable Member 
Mr. Burgess, I will not ease up because these are se-
rious times. These are serious times.  

Yes, Bermudians want jobs. We all know that. 
We all feel it. We all understand that Bermudians want 
jobs. But coming from the current Opposition—the 
former Government—it rings hollow in my ears. It 
rings hollow in my ears. Here is a Government, Mr. 
Speaker, who had 14 years to crack down on rogue 
employers. Here is a Government that had 14 years to 
correct the abuses in immigration policy. They cannot 
expect the One Bermuda Alliance Government to cor-
rect it in two months. No, Mr. Speaker, it cannot. 

So, when former Ministers complain about it, I 
say sit tight Honourable Members, sit tight. We will 
take care of those challenges. We will deal with them. 

My last thing before I get too cognizant of the 
time on my maiden speech back here . . . do I get an 
hour? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Just 30 minutes? Okay. 
 

The Speaker: You have 30 minutes, Minister 
Dunkley. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It may be your maiden speech— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Back here, back here. 
 
The Speaker: —but you have been here before. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now I will be watching the 
clock. 
 There was a lot in the Reply to the Throne 
Speech that we support: the Bermuda Regiment mari-
time role, we talked about; sexual predators registry, 
we talked about it; shared parenting, it is in there; 
conscription, it is in there. But you know what is curi-
ous to me, Mr. Speaker? Very curious to me is that all 
of a sudden the sun went down on the December 17th, 
the votes were counted, and on December 18th the 
current Opposition woke up and they had a new set of 
testicular fortitude. Because all of a sudden issues 
that they could not deal with, such as gaming, con-
scription, the education system, decriminalisation of 
marijuana, a sustained police presence—they found a 
way.  

They said that we needed to do it—all of a 
sudden! It came out of nowhere. Come to Jesus—all 
of a sudden that night! Well, Mr. Speaker, we will help 
them along the way. [If] they give us the support on 
those issues we will get it done. So we appreciate 
your support in advance. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, let me spend my remain-
ing time talking about the Ministry of Public Safety and 
initiatives that we have. And when I finish speaking, I 
look forward  . . . because there has been very little 
talk up to now about the challenges we face with mak-
ing a safe Bermuda. 

Let us face it; we need to place the strongest 
emphasis on a safe Bermuda. We heard the message 
clearly. We fully understand that message, Mr. 
Speaker. A safe Bermuda is a foundation for a suc-
cessful Bermuda. We understand that. In two months, 
Mr. Speaker, this Government has established excel-
lent working relationships with—yes, I will say it—His 
Excellency the Governor and the Commissioner of 
Police.  

I am not going to stand here today and make 
excuses. I will not stand here and make excuses. Ex-
cuses are for the faint and weak at heart. If you have 
got challenges you need to deal with them. That is 
why, Mr. Speaker, when I read in the Reply to the 
Throne Speech, “To date, we have been hampered by 
a Government House that has not moved swiftly as 
we would have liked, as sternly as we would have 
liked, and as efficiently as we would have liked, in 
stemming the tide of gang violence.” Excuse me? We 
have heard that before. We heard it years ago.  
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Then we heard after that a former Minister say 
that we “were caught flat-footed on the issue.” You 
cannot have it both ways. You certainly cannot have it 
both ways. And here is a Government—that is now in 
the Opposition—who presided over police budgets in 
successive years that were cut, and they had to find 
money throughout the years to allow the police to do 
what they had to do. I know, because I argued it in the 
Senate for a number of years.  

I remember sitting there when a former Minis-
ter who sat in that place with me said that we were 
going to take austerity measures and we were going 
to cut the budget because we could cut overtime in 
the police and we could make it work. Nine, ten 
months later it was clear—supplementary was coming 
through—$10 [million] or $12 million. Well, if you do 
not have a plan you cannot work that vision. And here 
is a Government that has made excuses about it. 

I am pleased to see that so far we have built 
good relationships, and we are going to make those 
work. And, you know, before I get into commenting on 
some of our initiatives to give a better understanding 
of what is going on here, let me commend the former 
Minister, Minister Perinchief and his PS (tell him that—
my current PS), for the work they have done in the 
past couple of years. I had the opportunity to be the 
Shadow for a short period of time and I found Mr. Per-
inchief to always be open. He invited me in the office 
and we talked about Operation Ceasefire. He even 
invited me as an Opposition Member onto a TV talk 
show with him. That is the type of attitude that we 
need to see more of and that is the type of attitude 
that we are going to try to push forward in the One 
Bermuda Alliance. So I think Mr. Perinchief started to 
build a good foundation which I will continue with and 
continue to build on.  

So let us talk about some of those issues. Not 
only have we started to build the relationships with His 
Excellency the Governor and the police, we have also 
in the two short months reached out to various com-
munity groups, service providers, and just ordinary 
Bermudian citizens to hear what they have to say and 
to get their ideas on how we are going to work togeth-
er to change the tide of violence we have in our com-
munity. Because, Mr. Speaker, let me be very clear 
about it, we cannot arrest our way out of the problem 
that we face. We must balance strong enforcement 
and targeted police action with deliberate intervention 
at every stage of the gang lifestyle because, clearly, 
we have community-based problems and they require 
community-based solutions. 

Operation Ceasefire. Mr. Speaker, this Gov-
ernment is committed to a programme that will work. 
We are pleased to see that the Opposition will support 
us on it and we look forward to hearing from the Op-
position on some of the initiatives they think can be 
successful. 

Let me spend just a few minutes talking about 
Operation Ceasefire. It has many components, but to 

simplify it, Mr. Speaker, there has got to be a front 
end, a middle, and a back end. What do I mean by 
that? In the front end, you have got to keep people out 
of trouble. In the middle, you have got to stop trouble 
and prevent trouble. On the back side, you have got to 
help those people that are in trouble get out of trou-
ble—rehabilitate them. 

The police do the middle. I think we can all 
agree that strong enforcement has ramped up and 
they have done what they have to do. Mr. Speaker, 
the strong enforcement of the police has done the job 
that a lot of people expect. But it is not going to get us 
out of the problem. Here are some facts: There are 90 
people [that have been] taken out of the gang equa-
tion since 2009. That is a little bit of a crude choice of 
words on my part, but when I mean 90, over 90 peo-
ple taken out, what do I mean? Well, there are almost 
30 that have been locked up. There are about 25 that 
have been murdered. There are about 25 that are 
waiting to go to court, and there are about 15 that 
have left the Island. But, yes, Mr. Speaker and col-
leagues, with those people out of the equation the 
challenge still persists. There are nine murder trials 
this year. The challenge still persists. 

So if we want to focus in on strong enforce-
ment . . . and everybody knows that as politicians we 
all get the call—Crack down on these people, man. 
Make life difficult. Well, we will do what we have to do. 
But at the same time, we have got to have the front 
end working where we reach out to the young people 
in our community and change the conversation with 
them—change the conversation, build stronger fami-
lies, build a more vibrant community, build better or-
ganisations, and fix our schools. 

On the back end of that equation, Mr. Speak-
er, we have to help those—and I will say it and I will 
keep saying it—that are caught in the dead end of the 
gangster lifestyle. It is a dead-end street, Mr. Speaker, 
I think you will agree with that. 

Now, the PLP Government started 
[StreetSafe] Programme —a good programme—for 
some reason, it did not get off the ground. We will 
make that programme get off the ground. [StreetSafe] 
Programme facilitates real mediation on the ground 
with gang members and we will build that programme 
and make it work.  

Mr. Speaker, we have also reached out to 
community and moral voices to get them involved in 
the process. I think you are aware, Mr. Speaker, that 
on February 5th the Honourable Premier hosted cler-
gymen from the City of Hamilton and surrounding are-
as into the Cabinet Office. Why did we do that? We 
did that because we believe that we need to give the 
clergy all the support [we] can to help them get out of 
the pulpit and get on to the streets to start to build 
those relationships and to turn that tide. They can do it 
because they are trusted in the community.  

One of the initiatives that we are going to 
have, Mr. Speaker, is working on a National Day of 
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Prayer as the first part in that faith-based plank to help 
us get going. We started our work with the Ministries 
of Health, Community and Cultural Affairs, the De-
partment of Education to provide a 360-degree re-
sponse to preventive effort for these gang issues. We 
are looking at an anti-gang programme in schools.  

This is a general structure of an Operation 
Ceasefire. Over the coming weeks I will continue to 
elaborate and allow Members of this Honourable 
[House] to understand what is going on and to get 
their support and to listen to their suggestions. 

A couple of initiatives that I want to talk about 
in my remaining time is “Cash Back for Communities.” 
It was in our platform and now it is in the Throne 
Speech. Cash Back for Communities, Mr. Speaker, a 
campaign pledge we are going to make happen. Cur-
rently, Mr. Speaker, you understand that confiscated 
assets go into a Confiscated Assets Fund and they 
can be used in relation to police work, drug education 
and treatment, and stuff like that.  

We will work with the Ministry of Finance and 
the Ministry of Legal Affairs to amend the legislation to 
allow those assets that have been confiscated by the 
police to also provide support infrastructure, and to 
support clubs and community organisations to build 
within the community. In addition to that, to make sure 
that those community organisations and clubs are 
successful, we will provide them with accounting, 
managerial information they need to be able to handle 
the assets, to build an organisation, and make it last 
through time.  

That is what Cash Back for Communities is 
going to do. Ill-gotten gains that ruin our community 
will be put back into the community. 

Mr. Speaker, the NDC [National Drug Control] 
now falls under the Ministry of Public Safety. And it is 
a travesty that the department has been left without a 
clear mandate. We are going to change that. Drug 
prevention and drug treatment are very important and 
we must take it seriously. That is why this Government 
will test all our MPs in random mandatory drug testing. 
We must lead by example. If anybody has got a prob-
lem with that, I am sorry. It is very important to lead by 
example. If we believe that drugs do not work in Ber-
muda, we need to stand up and be counted. And, Mr. 
Speaker, very shortly the Honourable Premier will be 
making an announcement on how that is going to take 
place within the Government. 

“Neighbourhood Watch 2.0” was mentioned in 
our Throne Speech. Neighbourhood Watch has been 
very successful throughout the community and that is 
part of getting the community involved in the chal-
lenge that we face. In constituency 10, Smith’s North, 
Cameron Close, and also Clarendon and the Jennings 
area have very successful neighbourhood watches. 
We need to build on that. And what we will do is we 
will set up a system where all of those that are regis-
tered in neighbourhood watches through the phone, 
through their landline, will receive messages instanta-

neously when there is something suspicious or if 
something happens in that constituency. Currently, in 
good vibrant neighbourhood watches now, Mr. 
Speaker, they send out an e-mail.  

This May it will automatically come from the 
police or another resource within the community to tell 
people what is happening. If we continue to build 
neighbourhood watches, work with the new ones to 
get them to be successful and strengthen the other 
ones, they can be a valuable plank in our fight against 
gang and gun violence. 

The Gun Bounty, Mr. Speaker. More and 
more crimes are now being solved by those brave 
witnesses who come forward with information. We 
believe the time is right where people will accept the 
opportunity to participate in the Gun Bounty [Pro-
gramme]. In the months of March and April we will 
have an education programme about it and we will roll 
out that programme shortly thereafter where cash in-
centives will be given for information that directly 
leads to the turning in of guns, ammunition, or any-
thing else the police deem appropriate. It will be confi-
dential. It will be run through Crime Stoppers.  

The results will be to get guns off the street. 
There are those naysayers who say, Well, we have 
had amnesties before in the past. Well, there are a 
few things I will say about that, Mr. Speaker. One is 
nothing ventured, nothing gained. Two, the economic 
realities of the time that we face could tempt people to 
be involved in it. And three, Mr. Speaker, the fact that 
our community is petrified by what is happening with 
gang and gun violence makes me think that people 
will come forward. We will carry this programme 
throughout the year with public education, the Gun 
Bounty Programme, and then we will go into an am-
nesty and continue the public education. 

How much time do I have, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thirteen minutes? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Shucks! 
 
The Speaker: Thirteen . . . you have 13 minutes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Wow! I appreciate that. 
 Breach of parole, Mr. Speaker, was men-
tioned in our Throne Speech. It has been brought to 
our attention that there is a gap in the law. An officer 
who sees a parolee breaching his condition, or sus-
pects that there is a breach of parole, cannot arrest. 
He must go through the process of involving Court 
Services or ultimately the Parole Board. We intend to 
aim and make the breach of parole or reasonable 
suspicion of a breach an arrestable offence. It is clear, 
Mr. Speaker, that this Government will use every leg-
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islative tool we have within our confines under the 
Constitution to make it more difficult for gang mem-
bers to carry out their trade. We will disrupt their 
rhythm. 
 You will notice in the Throne Speech we refer 
to recruitment within the Bermuda Police Service and 
also the Bermuda Reserves. Currently, the Bermuda 
Police Service has 430 officers—way down for the 
mandate of about 475. In our conversations with the 
Commissioner of Police, he believes that he can get 
the job done with 450 officers and we will give him the 
resources to fund those 450 officers. With more offic-
ers—let it be clear—this Government has told the po-
lice they can continue their focus on guns, gangs, 
drugs and violence as well as focus on some of the 
other issues that are very annoying and aggravating 
to people, Mr. Speaker. One of those at the top of the 
list is calming our roads and road safety. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the Opposition said in their 
Reply to the Throne Speech that they wondered what 
the national police plan was. It is clear. They have had 
a plan for two years—guns, gangs, drugs, and anti-
social behaviour. That is the plan. That is what they 
are going to deal with. 
 Conscription, Mr. Speaker. We are definitely 
pleased to see that the Opposition supports our goal 
to eliminate conscription. However, that is one of 
those hollow promises again because it was repeated 
over and over again by the Opposition when they 
were in the Government and nothing got done. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, we believe that the Bermuda Regiment 
needs to continue to be a vibrant part of our communi-
ty. They have a lot to offer in the security and safety of 
this Island. We will not eliminate conscription without 
allowing a framework for the Regiment to continue to 
be successful and get stronger.  

We are looking at how we are going to do it. 
We are going to focus in on the National Service for 
all young Bermudians and will keep this Honourable 
Chamber and the people of Bermuda informed as we 
go forward. 

We support the Opposition in their support of 
us for the maritime role and it is something we have 
looked at. Legislation will be required for that for the 
Regiment to take on the maritime role and we have 
been meeting with the Regiment and the police in talk-
ing about that, and Cabinet has started to discuss it. 

Meanwhile, as we said a couple of weeks 
ago, in conjunction with the Governor, we will initiate a 
national security review to identify loopholes we might 
have in our security and to also get some focus in on 
areas where we can strengthen it. This will determine 
what the best approach for Bermuda is in the modern 
day of security services. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a busy two months 
for me and my colleagues. In the Ministry of Public 
Safety we have made significant progress. Our course 
for success has been set. While in Opposition, we 
certainly recognised that there is no quick fix. The dif-

ference is that we are targeting our efforts with equal 
attention to enforcement, prevention, and presenting 
alternatives to the gang lifestyle. 

Mr. Speaker, today I have been not overly 
combative for a reason—I will call the Opposition out 
when they speak stuff that I do not agree with. But for 
us to make Bermuda a safer and more successful 
place, all ideas must be put on the table. I look for-
ward to working with the Opposition. I look forward to 
developing Opposition ideas and I look forward to 
their support in developing our ideas. The community 
knows that we are working 24/7 to make Bermuda a 
safer place. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much, Minis-
ter. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: I recognise now the Honourable Mem-
ber from Devonshire North Central. What is the num-
ber of your constituency? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thirteen. 
 
The Speaker: Constituency 13, the good number 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise now the Member from con-
stituency 13. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I will congratulate you on your new appoint-
ment— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —as disappointing as it was 
to me personally. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. I know you are 
my former student. You are my former student, so you 
will clearly understand. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I was a skipper of both your 
cricket and football teams,— 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: But I would have never taken 
the football from the goalkeeper and scored it back in 
passing the goal. 
 
The Speaker: I taught you better than that. 
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, I am obliged because I 
am just getting over the flu, so I do not think I am go-
ing to be around for much longer here today. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: So I am going to probably be 
relatively brief and ask for your humble indulgence to 
excuse me after I speak so I can try to get back to the 
way I normally feel, which is a whole lot better than 
now. 
 First and foremost, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to once again thank the wise 
constituents of 13 for giving me their vote of confi-
dence yet again on December 17th. 
 I am also very humbled to hear the non-
combative commitment from the Honourable Member 
Minister Dunkley who has been returned to this hal-
lowed Chamber. I congratulate him as well as all new 
Members of the House of Assembly. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think I am going to start from 
where the last speaker left off. And he asked a couple 
of questions, one question in particular with regard to 
StreetSafe and why it did not seem to get off the 
ground. I will also make some other general com-
ments with regard to StreetSafe. 
 I actually had the opportunity to become in-
volved with that as a former Minister with a particular 
remit to social services in particular. And during the 
latter part of that tenure had the StreetSafe initiative 
passed on over to me. I was very disappointed that I 
could not give a blessing to it going forward without a 
comprehensive full review because one week before 
someone who went to Supreme Court on charges and 
was eventually convicted sat before me and was iden-
tified as being one of those that would be a street 
walker in that StreetSafe Programme. And as a result 
of that I took the decision—the executive decision—to 
discontinue the contract of the individual who was re-
sponsible for heading up that programme. So that is 
why it did not grow any legs. 

I am not going to throw anyone under the bus 
or denigrate anyone’s reputation, because I do not 
know how much intelligence they had about the par-
ticular individual that sat in front of me and my Per-
manent Secretary. But suffice it to say, that that did 
not give me the confidence particularly after travelling 
to Boston with the Governor—who the former Gov-
ernment also had a relatively good rapport, and me, in 
particular—who invited me to accompany him to Bos-
ton to, I suppose, do a full investigation . . . or, for lack 
of a better term, to get a real good perspective holisti-
cally across what the challenges were with the gang 
problem in that municipality. Over 120 gangs organ-
ised, about 20 of which were very serious. In fact, the 
day that we arrived one gang member was being laid 
to rest and there was some anticipation that there was 
going to be some fallout from that. 

So I took an opportunity—which was not on 
the itinerary—to actually meet again (after having met 
previously in Bermuda) with the executive of 
StreetSafe and they have a very, very impressive pro-
gramme that is going on in Boston. But we have to be 
very, very careful in Bermuda. It is not a one-size-fits-
all when you apply any particular initiative in the con-
text of Bermuda. We have very unique situations 
across the board, and we have to look at it from a cus-
tom-made perspective before we implement anything. 
We can look at all of the best models but unless we 
go full circle and then carve out what will work or what 
we believe will work after having done our due dili-
gence in Bermuda we will be spinning wheels. So that 
is the answer to that particular question for the Hon-
ourable Minister of Public Safety. 

I will go on to the drug testing thing. I have 
had a drug test. I do not think that is something that 
we need to be brought to account for. I think we are 
brought to account by the people that vote for us once 
they are satisfied with our character and what we 
bring to the table and our particular backgrounds. I 
think that speaks volumes. Are we going to now want 
to suggest that we should give everyone a diet so that 
we can alleviate the potential of getting diabetes or 
cancer?  

You know, we hear about drug testing but 
then there are privacy issues. There are some people 
that might be on particular prescriptions. So what is 
going to be the criteria? What drugs will be tested for? 
To just say “drug testing” . . . why not “illicit drug test-
ing” because you have controlled drugs which are 
prescription drugs? So that is a bit ambiguous, I think 
that needs to be something the Government should 
consider as far as that is concerned. 

So I think I will leave that alone. But I would 
look at every Member in this Honourable House and 
expect that they are already leading by example and 
have been elected having led by example—each of 
the 36 Members by majority consensus. I do not think 
we need to be on a witch hunt in this Chamber. That 
is not the kind of leadership by example that I look to. 
We are adults. We know what the consequences are. 
It is not like we are going to act out of naivety or igno-
rance if we choose to make a decision that lures us 
down any kind of path to be involved in any kind of 
illicit activity. So I just do not get that. I mean, it seems 
as if somebody wants to take a moral high ground. I 
mean, come on already. I do not see the validity in 
that on just that point. 

Moving on, Mr. Speaker, with regard to the 
gun amnesty or the (I apologise) [gun] bounty. There 
should be a bounty or bonus for Custom’s Officers 
charged with our border control for catching any ma-
rine traffic—local or international—in Bermuda waters 
who I believe, personally, are as responsible for guns 
getting into the Island as there would be guns getting 
into the Island through air traffic. And until we have 
secure border control, any talk or any effort to get the 
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guns off the street is going to be futile. We cannot get 
the drugs off the street! The drugs and the guns are 
going hand in hand and coming in the same packag-
es. 

So if you cannot get the drugs off the street, 
how are you going to get the guns off the street? Why 
not offer an amnesty or a bounty for the drugs? So, 
maybe we get the majority of the drugs because the 
people who use the drugs (where the demand comes 
from) will only take a small quantity but buy a bigger 
quantity because we give a bounty to get maybe a 
pound of drugs as opposed to an ounce and they give 
us 15 ounces. Huh? Where is the real fundamental 
thinking here? Where? It is not visionary, it is not nov-
el; it is really not workable if we do not have secure 
borders. It will be a dog chasing its tail. And you know 
what? I have never seen a dog catch a flying bird. 

Mr. Speaker, I would now look at the area of 
ministerial conflict that was just mentioned, nothing 
predominantly to do with the Throne Speech per se, 
but it was mentioned. I am going to make a very brief 
comment there. I think that is a very valid concern. If 
there is a Minister that is involved—it is like me being 
Minister of Telecommunications owning broadcast 
entities—it is just . . . there is just not a good smell 
there. So I would appeal likewise to the Premier to 
think these kinds of concerns through. I am not sug-
gesting in any way what you should do, what you can 
do, what you might do, but I think the concern is a val-
id concern and the consideration should be equally 
valid. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, you know what? I do 
not know of many conflicts that we had from a ministe-
rial perspective. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, I do not know about 
that. I do not know about that. I do not know about 
that. But, Mr. Speaker, the interpolations go wild and 
heavy when there is a pricking of the conscience and 
we understand that. It is the cut and thrust of the 
Westminster system. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right each of you are in 
business. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: In any case, looking at the 
tax relief and payroll for new hires— 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker:  Let us hear the Honourable Member. 
 

Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: —the relief for new hires 
for the employer.  

Again, where there was a concern mentioned 
about the term limits with regard to people being en-
franchised and necessarily becoming eligible, or in 
their minds at least (notwithstanding what they may 
have signed as a contract), knowing full well and clear 
the terms of the contract, the limitations, et cetera. Still 
the expectation [is] if they have been here, done a 
valuable job that has been warranted because there 
has been no Bermudian to do it as well and they have 
been treated well and now they feel, You know what? 
I have a son born here (or a daughter), I’ve been here 
for 15 years; he is 15-years-old and relatively state-
less. I believe he deserves a birth-right. And we say, 
Okay. We understand there might be some validity to 
that argument. 

But we only have 22 square miles of land-
mass! We have to look after Bermudians first. And 
that has been the mantra of the Government. But eve-
rything to date has had a tone of Bermudians second. 
And that is where the Opposition has a concern be-
cause there has been no clarity. There have been 
broad-brush ambiguous approaches to their agenda in 
explaining what it is that they really intend to do. And 
this is not coming from the Opposition alone, but the 
general community at large. And if you use any 
measure of public consensus as a gauge, you have to 
hear the rumblings which are born out of those con-
cerns. 

So looking at that, particularly, if you have an 
unscrupulous business person who understands that 
they can enjoy a tax relief for a new hire, they might 
have the wherewithal to, I suppose, sustain them-
selves for a couple of weeks or so and fire somebody 
and hire a new person. Fire somebody else and hire a 
new person. 

Or here is something else to think about, Mr. 
Speaker, in a situation like that. If you, notwithstand-
ing having the opportunity to enjoy a tax relief for a 
new hire, what is really the incentive to hire if there is 
no stimulation coming through your door for either 
products or services? So if you have not got any im-
provement to your bottom line, why would you take on 
the additional expense notwithstanding the tax break, 
because you still have to pay a salary? 

So your bottom line increases anyway without 
any guarantee of it being offset by surplus, or an in-
crease, or an improved economic climate or the po-
tential therefore, or the real experience of people just 
coming through the doors for your service or your 
product? If that is not happening yet, why?  

Why?  
What is the real incentive to put $50,000, 

$30,000, $25,000 additional on my bottom line?  
Do not talk about the tax break. I have still got 

$25,000 extra I have got to pay notwithstanding that it 
is going to help a Bermudian. But if my business can-
not sustain that, where is the incentive? There is 
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none. So that needs to be thought through a bit better. 
Because as a business entrepreneur—and I will de-
clare my interest—it is not inviting to me because I am 
still going to have an additional commitment without 
any discernible increase in my bottom line, per se. So 
that is where I have a concern. 

So there are two issues—one of an unscrupu-
lous employer that will let a couple of people go and 
hire new people to save something, if they have the 
wherewithal to do that. And the other side of it is that 
those that are really living on the brink and are just 
breaking even per se, that is no real incentive to bring 
in an extra person for a job if I still got a salary but no 
guarantee that I have got the income to offset that. 
 I will move on, Mr. Speaker, with regard to the 
referenda and gaming. I think there is concern be-
cause it seems as if the Government has, again, as 
would be the concern for the term limit discussion, 
they have decided the referendum may not be some-
thing they are going to do in introducing gaming.  

So you can understand people having some 
doubts. And we are talking about from a legislative 
perspective. The concern is that we had the confi-
dence of what you indicated to us your agenda would 
be in serving us the people, and one of the clearly 
stated processes that you would adhere to (like the 
former Government) was to take referendum to the 
people on certain issues. It does not seem to be the 
case now.  

So already there is ambiguity, there is a level 
of doubt with due cause for that because one thing 
has been said and now there are indications of anoth-
er thing to be done. So we shall see. But that is a le-
gitimate concern by the people of this country. 
 Restructuring the education system—
something that was alluded to in our Reply to the 
[Throne Speech] is something that I wholeheartedly 
support. And I think the Leader of the Opposition cat-
egorically made it clear—new leader, new vision, new 
day, new approach. Well, he has that autonomy and 
has exercised the right to do exactly what he believes 
is in the best interests of the entire country, not the 
least of which are those generations to come that 
need to be well served by their home-grown education 
system, notwithstanding curriculums and all the rest of 
the templates that we could again custom make for 
Bermuda. 

But his thesis with regard to a four-year ac-
credited college I think makes eminent sense. We are 
a first-world country, not a third-world country. And so 
there is nothing wrong with us aspiring to greater 
heights with regard to our education system. And you 
know what? All of the infrastructure that we have re-
cently developed would not go for naught because we 
could have the Bermuda College, Stonington, for aca-
demia. We could have the Berkeley campus for inter-
national business, the CedarBridge campus for the 
trades. We could look around the world and maybe 
bring in three—[one] for each of those as the leader in 

their particular discipline so that every student that 
would aspire for that kind of a career path would look 
to apply to a university that that person was at so that 
they could be under that tutelage. 

Pay them a couple of thousand dollars more, 
bring them to Bermuda for a few years and we will not 
only have our four-year college, we would also have 
students that aspire to be under or in the programme 
of this particular professor coming to Bermuda with 
some foreign exchange through tuition, living expens-
es, food, transportation, et cetera. It is not far-fetched. 
Then we could really concentrate on parochial educa-
tion and the competition aspect of what we used to 
have which worked so well. And if it did not, no one 
elected in this House today would be here because 
that is the system we all were educated under. Why 
was it so wrong? 

We all had some responsibility in the evolving 
of the idea and the thought that, maybe changing it at 
the time it was changed was not a bad idea, notwith-
standing there were a significant number that thought 
it was a bad idea. Then when the former Government 
came to power with the plans that already had been 
introduced and implemented, we assumed the role of 
transition and went with it instead of really having po-
litical courage and the testicular fortitude to maybe 
stand up and say, No, no, no. Wait a minute let’s have 
a look. Let’s have a re-think.  

So, you know, it is never too late. Sometimes 
it is really never too late because the main thing is to 
aspire to get it right—not for us, but for those that fol-
low. And that is where the tough decision comes, be-
cause you do not want to mess up the future of those 
[not] yet born with a decision today. 

Governing is not easy. Nobody ever said it 
would be. And so, yes, we will hold the Government of 
the day to account and we will also bring what we be-
lieve are the best viable solutions to the 21st century 
challenges that we have on our little small rock. It is 
our responsibility to do that as the loyal Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, on shared parenting . . . I know 
a little bit about that because I have had several meet-
ings with the advocates and those that have felt hardly 
done by—not all single men victims of a woman’s 
scorn, but some women as well. It has affected them 
too. But, more importantly, it has affected young chil-
dren who have been in tugs of war between two 
adults—some of which are very loving adults—who 
have grown to not love each other so much. And the 
consequential and unintended consequence is the 
damage to the children, not just psychologically, but in 
a number of other ways. It is very, very difficult.  

And very seldom do the people who have the 
power to make the decisions after listening to the chil-
dren really side with the children. They try to find 
some common ground between the adults, but some-
times the children are the smarter ones and if they 
listen they probably would really get the answer. And 
there are going to be challenges there so I would im-
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plore that the Government look again at the context of 
Bermuda.  

Because unlike somewhere on a continent 
where you can get a bus ride for five or six hours, 
Bermuda it is twice as expensive. You have to get a 
plane or a boat ride. So if a parent is fortunate enough 
to be offered a job in another jurisdiction there have to 
be adjustments. So these are the kinds of things that 
have to be looked at. And, of course, the courts want 
to have their say when it comes to those kinds of mat-
ters that involve divorces, particularly. And then you 
have got the single parent issue. 

So it is not a simple consideration, which is 
why I brought the Take Note Motion. As did I bring the 
Take Note Motion as a former Minister, again, for 
those social services and the social remit on the 
amendments to the Human Rights Act. That is a turn-
key situation.  

Minister, all you need to do is to bring the Bill. 
That could be a part of your historical legacy, being a 
part of the new Government to bring the first piece of 
legislation, because there is nothing else to be done.  

The Opposition at the time when we were the 
Government had one speaker that spoke for all who 
said they would support it. Now they have got the ma-
jority and they do not even really need the Opposition 
of the day to lend a vote or two, but they will get some 
votes from the Opposition on that Human Rights legis-
lation. 

I will raise just one little red flag, Mr. Speaker, 
with regard to age discrimination, because as soon as 
we speak about age discrimination everybody thinks 
of seniors. But age discrimination goes across the 
whole gamut, which again, is what makes it a complex 
situation to deal with. It is not only about senior citi-
zens. So with the age discrimination, the Minister has 
some extremely good people in the Human Affairs 
department headed up by my niece, who does an in-
credible job. And a lot of the work has been done. But 
be sure to cross the t’s and dot the i’s in the context of 
Bermuda because it is not just a simple situation, 
again. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not have much more to add 
than to speak with regard to tourism and economic 
development just very, very, very briefly. I think the 
Government has indicated under the new Minister— 

 
The Speaker: You have five minutes, so that you 
know. 
  
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Okay. 

I think the Government has indicated under 
the new Minister that they are looking to put more 
Bermudians—which the former Government had 
committed to as well—I think that is imperative. The 
talent on this Island from the Gina Spence Produc-
tions in Christ to Patrice Frith Haywards to the Boot-
sies to the Nadunja Baileys and the Ashanti Baileys, 
and I can go on and on and on—the incredible wealth 

of creative ingenuity inside the ears of these individu-
als is invaluable.  Invaluable! They can be in front of 
the camera and behind the camera. It is all here!  

And if we get them involved and give them the 
flexibility to collaborate their creative talent, you will 
see some of the best marketing and promotion tools 
and concepts that you can imagine on your table in 
front of you to consider—just to consider—I guarantee 
you. From the performing arts to the visual arts to the 
literary arts, Bermudians can stand toe to toe given 
the opportunity upon meeting the criteria that is ac-
ceptable by whoever is going to be the decision-
maker as far as their involvement is concerned.  

That is very important to enfranchise those 
talented people because not everybody is going to be 
an accountant, not everybody is going to be a trades-
man, but we have some very, very talented people 
that you would be surprised, if not shocked, if you saw 
some of their closet work because they have never 
been patted on the back or celebrated in a way that 
was deserving for the kind of work productivity that 
they have been responsible for. It is incredible.  

We, as Bermudians, seem to validate every-
one else in the world beside ourselves. I always use 
the analogy . . . you are working and there is a guest 
worker who has got a supervisory position and they 
say, Great job, Glenn. Glenn wants to go home take 
his wife to dinner, take kids to the park. But if that is 
the Bermudian supervisor, he says, Guess what, hon-
ey? Mr. Brown said I did a good job today. 

So we want to now talk like Jamaicans and 
walk around like urban American freed prisoners with 
our pants down to our ankles and thinking well, you 
know, not knowing that, because you  were not al-
lowed belts in prison or shoelaces, you are very com-
fortable after 10, 5, 4 years—because that is the way 
it was to prevent you from hurting somebody else or 
attempting suicide. Those kind of urban phenomenon 
that have evolved in pop culture and is now celebrat-
ed through, sometimes the arts, is where it comes 
from. But what you do not know, you do not know. 

That is why we, as Bermudians, need to know 
our history. And why we should have in our curriculum 
as another imperative and mandatory Bermuda histo-
ry and civics. Because if we do not have an identity 
through an appreciation of who and what we are and 
where we have come from to get to where we are, we 
are never going to respect ourselves so it is going to 
be almost impossible to respect each other and easy 
for us to snuff life out from among us. 

So, Mr. Speaker, with those words I would 
encourage the Government to take the example of the 
last speaker, the Honourable Minister Mr. Dunkley, 
and his approach of not being as provocative as he is 
usually known to be. 

 
An Hon. Member: Combative. 
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Or combative. But we shall 
see. I still like chocolate milk. So it is at least one thing 
he does right in my mind, is make some chocolate 
milk. 

So I wish the Government well in their efforts, 
but I can tell you there is going to be a lot of fire com-
ing from this side, very respectfully so. But we are go-
ing to hold you to account because we will and need 
to be back over there to do what we know we can do 
for our country a lot better than the current Govern-
ment. We are convinced of that because the example 
that has been shown and exemplified in these early 
days has been completely contradictory to the prom-
ises that were made. 
 So I thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: It is perfect timing. You had six sec-
onds left; it was pretty good. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker from constituency 4. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. And I do hope the Minister that just took his 
seat begins to feel better. At least you have a week-
end to rest. 

I would also like, before you actually leave the 
Chamber, just to point out, because I do have the Min-
ister of Education sitting right beside me, and I knew I 
had heard that the Bermuda history was indeed in our 
curriculum and it was launched by Dame Jennifer 
Smith. So it is something . . . and of course I know a 
lot of Bermudians are concerned. As we progress, we 
do hear a lot about the history of non-Bermudians.  

If you take a look at history in the United 
States, they have done a great job over the years of 
lauding who they are. And it is only rightly so, too, that 
Bermudians grow with their culture. In other words, if 
an individual understands who they are they actually 
become far more confident in society. So I just 
thought I would share that with you. 

I am very pleased to actually be here today as 
I am sure everybody is. The Throne Speech that we 
have before us is the first Throne Speech of the One 
Bermuda Alliance. And, of course, the Reply to the 
Throne Speech is the first response we have received 
from, of course, the new Leader of the Opposition. 
And in and of itself it actually is slightly different in 
tone. So I believe we have all heard and listened care-
fully to the people as we have knocked on the [doors] 
over this past year.  

Let us hope we do not forget it too soon; that 
we are here to actually speak on behalf of the people 
that put us here and do the best that we can to work 
together while, of course, it is slightly an adversarial 
position to be in a Westminster system, which is obvi-
ously controversial at best. I do believe that we will 

both—the Government and the Opposition—will do 
our utmost best to work on behalf of the people of 
Bermuda as we move forward. 

That being said, before I actually start to get 
into some of the things that I would like to expand on 
our Throne Speech, again, I was a bit . . . and I wrote 
down both statements. Two individuals that spoke 
prior, Mr. Speaker, spoke on their concerns about 
drug testing. One individual said that he was not sure 
what the intent was behind drug testing and, that we 
are adults and of course we are all here and we 
should all have high morals as a result. Mr. Speaker, 
that is just not the truth. The truth of it is we are all 
human. The truth of it is, as a Government, legislation 
and rules have been put into place for certain sporting 
activities for those individuals who are actually going 
overseas in sporting events.  

They actually have to do drug testing. It is not 
about morals. That is not being the question. The in-
tent is if we want to establish certain rules and policies 
for certain groups of certain organisations, it would 
behove us to set the standard. Not to question some-
one’s morals because that is not the intent. And in-
deed if there is a challenge, if someone does have a 
challenge, it is not something that should be made 
public. It is obviously something that should be looked 
and addressed if possible. So it is not with the intent 
or negative intent with negative implications. So I 
hope I have been able to, perhaps, even slightly ad-
dress some of their concerns. (Excuse me, Mr. 
Speaker, I am just going for a glass of water.) 

Also, before I get into my speech it was men-
tioned that there seem to be glaring omissions in our 
Throne Speech. Well, I do not know about you, but I 
do know that there are only a certain number of weeks 
in a year and so many numbers of days in a year. The 
intent of a Throne Speech is to put forward what the 
party would like to do during that year. So would it be 
preferable for the One Bermuda Alliance to include in 
their Throne Speech things that they knew they would 
not have an opportunity to get to? Things that we 
have said we will do, but we did not say it would be 
done within the first year.  

So, if there are concerns (which I have al-
ready heard) that there have been glaring omissions, I 
would like to make that Member rest assured that 
those omissions are not the fact that we do not have 
an intent of following through with the promises that 
we made to the good people of Bermuda. It is simply 
we are taking a look at what we possibly can achieve, 
so that we can achieve them, so they are not disap-
pointments as we go forward, which is surely what the 
people would like us to do. And, of course, I am quite 
sure that the Honourable Opposition will hold us ac-
countable, which I hope they do. 

But one of the things that they actually listed 
when they mentioned some omissions was gaming. 
Well, I just took a look because I was looking at some 
old Throne Speeches last night—in 2009, gaming was 
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mentioned and a paper would be reviewed. But you 
know we have seen some of that action but what we 
have not seen is follow-through. And I think what is 
more important here is not what you say you are go-
ing to do, but what you do. That is going to be what 
the people of Bermuda should hold us accountable 
for—all of us—not what we are going to say we are 
going to do. 

We have heard a lot over the last 14 years 
about what needs to be done and what will be done, 
what should have been done before they won 14 
years ago in 1998. And I have to say, you know, it 
was part of my recollection in 1998 one of their con-
cerns was the education, the large school system and 
how we did away with the Technical Institute. Well, 
there was a group of—a body of people—and it was 
not just one political party that made that decision. 
There were a lot of individuals that came into play to 
make that decision. And, yes, has it been the best? 
But over 14 years have we seen the system change? 
Have we seen added into the curriculum the technical 
education? Have we? So do not come here and say, 
How come you have not done this. We have only 
been in power for what? Less than two months? Give 
us an opportunity. We have heard what the people 
have said. 

The Minister has taken a look at what we can 
achieve and, indeed, in our Throne Speech (which I 
will get to) you will hear that one of the things that we 
know we have to do because of the Mincy Report—
that was just one of the reports that was guiding the 
previous Government, and they are one of the reports 
that will continue to guide us because it has a wealth 
of information about what needs to be done, why 
things are the way they are, and what and how things 
should change, and especially for our young black 
males. We have to change. You know, when we take 
a look at why are you going to add . . . you know, but I 
think we have all agreed along the line over the years 
that the technical education needs to be put into. I do 
not think that is going to be an argument. 

But the reality of it is there are a lot of young 
people in school that are considering: Why bother 
having an education? What is going to happen when I 
leave school? Well, the reality of it is we need to make 
sure that every opportunity is given to every single 
young person (or older person) in this Island and on 
this Island to have an opportunity to fulfil a dream. 
And your dream may be different than my dream, Mr. 
Speaker. Their dream might be, You know, I am really 
good with engines. Their dream might be, You know, I 
am very technical. They could become a pilot. It does 
not mean that they are limited to just something that is 
little. It means that their dreams begin to expand. And 
that is what we want to do and that is what we have 
said we will do by putting and implementing technical 
education into our school system in the middle school 
bracket. That is important going ahead! And that is 
what we plan to do. That is a drive for us. 

One of the things that we also did (and I will 
take a look at our Throne Speech) was to promote job 
creation. And we have just heard of a concern, What 
will happen? Of course, you have got the employer 
that will abuse. We have seen it in other avenues 
where they have put in applications that have only 
been driven for basically a non-Bermudian hire. But in 
this particular case to promote job creation, which is 
something we said we needed to do, we want to en-
courage, we want to give them motivation—these 
small businesses—that, yeah, some of them are 
struggling. Some of them who would like to hire more 
staff have not hired more staff because they were 
waiting for the stability of the economy. It does not 
mean that they do not have a little bit funding waiting. 

But for those employers—and I will mark you 
now—for those employers, Mr. Speaker, who think 
that they are going to fire their current staff in order to 
replace them to take advantage of what is being of-
fered by the One Bermuda Alliance, that is very incor-
rect. That will not be our intent. It will not be a simple 
matter of a phone call—Oh, by the way, I just hired 
two new Bermudians. We are Government. We have 
to make sure that everything runs smoothly and effi-
ciently and effectively. We will be reviewing prior to 
issuing this tax exemption. We will be reviewing the 
hiring policies. It is not something that they can just 
say they have done.  

We have got to know what their history of em-
ployment is and, of course, we have to encourage 
them to hire the two Bermudians. That will be their 
maximum for a two-year period. So it was something 
that we have got to look forward to and something that 
we have got to make work. 

We have heard over the past year, year and a 
half, about the job loss in Bermuda and, of course, 
how it affects Bermuda and its economy—not just the 
individuals that have lost their jobs. Of course, over 
2,700 Bermudians, I do believe, found that their jobs 
actually disappeared. And that number continues to 
grow and probably is even bigger than that. But in ad-
dition to that we have also seen the exodus of Bermu-
dians who have left Bermuda.  

In the 2010 census, out of 974 persons that 
were leaving the Island, there was a total of 39 per 
cent that were leaving Bermuda because they were 
seeking employment elsewhere. Well, I would venture 
to say . . . I would like to offer this opportunity that for 
those individuals who have relatives and friends that 
live overseas, we must encourage our Bermudians to 
come back. Bermuda will become more stable. We 
have not just started to lose jobs. It did not just start to 
happen during the recession. This is at least 10 years 
in the running and in the making. And the One Ber-
muda Alliance’s intention by addressing other issues 
when it comes to immigration will hopefully begin to 
bring in more jobs and open the doors for more indi-
viduals. 
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I know that my colleague, Minister Dunkley, 
mentioned the vibrant Neighbourhood Watch system. 
This is really important as we move forward with the 
birth of new technology, which most of us are feeling a 
little bit more comfortable with. The fact that we would 
be notified—and I was actually in an area just prior to 
Christmas where there was a telephone call of some-
one was living within a community and they said, By 
the way, I just want to let you know so-and-so is back 
out of prison. So when they hung up, I thought, Well, 
what was that all about?  

Well, the reality of it was this was a neigh-
bourhood group—they were making these phone 
calls—it was not coming from anywhere official. But 
what they had learned were there were certain indi-
viduals that would repeat the crimes, they were repeti-
tive thieves. They would break in and enter into the 
homes always in the same area. So they monitored 
his coming and going. So, of course, when he was 
incarcerated or where he was in a location where they 
felt a little more safe, they breathed a little lighter. And 
as a result when he was no longer . . . or where he 
was then able to, perhaps, break into one of their 
homes they tightened up their security, but they 
looked after each other. 

So I do strongly believe that the new form of 
technology and advising individuals will do well for not 
only the potential victims, but perhaps also will help to 
disinterest some of those individuals that might find 
the easier way of getting into someone’s home to rob 
is not as easy as it used to be. So it, hopefully, might 
be a deterrent, ever so slightly. 

Early childhood screening beyond the age of 
two years—I do not want to talk a lot about this, but I 
am glad to see that we have expanded or will be ex-
panding the age to four. The learning . . . children ac-
tually develop in different stages and, of course, most 
children do not come with their little books and say, 
This is what you can expect when I am the age of two 
or three. So by implementing the expansion to four 
years old, it would be hopeful that if there are chal-
lenges with speech, with hearing, that we have a bet-
ter opportunity of actually working with that child and 
working with that family prior to that child moving into 
the school system where they may become frustrated, 
they may begin to become very angry, and begin to 
not learn as quickly. So with the ability of assessing a 
child at an earlier age we do, I believe, a great service 
to not only our parent but our school system. 

I do also want to touch a little bit on shared 
parenting. And indeed the Minister that took—the 
Member of the Opposition that took his seat prior to 
me speaking—he did share his opinion that, of 
course, shared parenting is something that he sup-
ported. But I have to say, one of the things that, of 
course, I said in the beginning, is it is not what you 
say it is what you do. In April of last year the individual 
who actually spearheaded a public forum to discuss 
shared parenting, one of the things he was quoted as 

saying, that while he believed in the necessity of 
shared parenting and what it brings, he also said that 
unfortunately it is not something that they plan to do 
right away. It is something that we do. 

The reason we plan to bring it forward as 
quickly as possible . . . it is not the panacea, it is not 
the solution, and as the Minister, the Member spoke 
earlier, it is not the solution. In many cases there are 
going to be situations where regardless of the situa-
tion, both parents are not going to be able to work 
things out through mediation, through whatever. And 
as a result, the child will continue to be affected. We 
have noticed in the Hopkins Report one of the analy-
sis that they have done was the reality of how it af-
fects a child when we see a child being raised in one-
family households and unfortunately, again, using the 
statistics from the census, we have continued to see 
an increase— 
 
The Speaker: What are you referring to? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Actually, I am 
referring to shared parenting. And the reason why I 
am mentioning this is because under the census 
number it tells us how many one-parent households 
there are. And as a result, we have to take a look at 
. . . from shared parenting, if you have got one fami-
ly—either a father or a mother—having sole responsi-
bility for a child, it actually makes more of a challenge 
for that child in the school system as has been report-
ed under the Mincy Report. And as a result, shared 
parenting going forward . . . if the parents—both the 
father and the mother—while they may not be able to 
maintain a relationship together, their intent, I am 
sure, on the birth of a child was not that the child 
should be in the middle. And, unfortunately, there are 
some situations where mediation does not quite help. 

But with shared parenting going forward, or 
the look of shared parenting, where both parents have 
equal or near equal involvement in the well-being and 
on the raising of a child, animosity that normally and 
often follow through with a divorce begin to break 
down as both parents have very viable input into how 
a child is educated, where a child goes to lunch, how 
a child is raised. 

Children are born with two sets of genes. 
When a child actually has only access to one, you 
often see that they keep longing for another. We 
heard on the talk show just yesterday about a mother 
who was celebrating her anniversary with her hus-
band. And her comment was she was holding tightly 
onto her husband because she did not want to be left 
alone as she was when she was a child. A lot of chil-
dren feel put in the middle and that is not the intent. 
So going forward with shared parenting we look to 
improve the opportunity for our children and the com-
munication with our adults. 
 I would also like, while I have a few more 
minutes, to touch base on some of the . . . on page 9 
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of the Throne Speech Reply . . . and that basically is 
where they have mentioned and outlined a few topics 
that the PLP would like to address— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of the Opposi-
tion mentioned. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Oh, yes, sorry, 
yes. 

I have to say that the Honourable Leader and 
I had an opportunity to speak in another place on one 
of the issues, and that was the creation of a sexual 
predator and paedophile registry.  

Now, why I am very pleased to see this in the 
Leader of the Opposition’s Throne Speech [Reply] is 
because for years and years and years I have spoken 
on this topic and I have been battling with this topic to 
the point that it has been brought to my attention over 
and over again that, of course, under the Criminal 
Code Act the Government of the day have the power 
to inform the public of someone that can cause a po-
tential threat. And as a result the need was not neces-
sary.  

Well, I have to say I am pleased and delighted 
as the Opposition Leader spoke on the subject once 
before, I look forward to working together with the Op-
position and together with the Member that will bring 
this piece of legislation forward to the House to ensure 
that this is actually not something that we are going to 
be talking about anymore, but something that we are 
actually going to be doing. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Absolutely. So I 
am pleased to see that that was included. But it is 
something we had already planned to do. 
 Mr. Speaker, turning to page 14 of the Oppo-
sition’s Reply to the Throne Speech where ideas were 
suggested (in the second paragraph) “within the Pro-
gressive Labour Party, brought to the civil service, and 
crafted into proposed policy and legislative changes 
for the benefit of all Bermudians.” I applaud the pro-
posed policies and proposed legislative changes. But 
what bothers me the most is, again, it is not about 
what you say, it is about what you do. So in the year 
ahead while I will be quite happy to say that I do not 
care whose idea it is. If it is a good idea for the people 
of Bermuda, let’s get it done. 
 With that being said, it is not a matter of cut 
and paste. It is not a matter about what you say. It is 
what you do. And under the One Bermuda Alliance 
Government we look forward to getting things done. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Deputy Speak-
er. 
 
[Desk thumping] 

 
The Speaker: Is there any other Member who would 
care to speak? And I will close this debate if people do 
not start getting up quicker. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 36. 
 The Member from constituency 36 has the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, certainly the very grave social 
issues challenging and facing our Island today are the 
same ones that have historically troubled our land. 
And, Mr. Speaker, certainly the most single important 
issue for this country in the realm of internal security 
lists itself amongst those concerns and they certainly 
are manifestations of these grave social issues. And 
for me, Mr. Speaker, these other matters that I think 
the people of the country want us to be debating; 
these are the matters that I think will add value to the 
debate today in the House. 
 Mr. Speaker, the court below is currently deal-
ing with a matter and the facts in that matter of the 
murder involving Randy Robinson speak volumes. 
They are both gruesome and chilling. And, as I say, 
they are the manifestation of the things and matters 
that this country and the people of this country wish us 
to address. And the eight lines dedicated in the 
Throne Speech, with which the Leader of Opposition 
was pleased to read this morning . . . and I wish to 
now stand and commend him and congratulate the 
new Opposition Leader of the Progressive Labour 
Party for his first Opposition Reply arising and in re-
sponse to a Government Throne Speech, a new Gov-
ernment, and so I am obliged (as much as it pains 
me), I am obliged to commend the Government of the 
day and the new Government for their Throne 
Speech. 

But I believe that the Grundnorm—the ground 
zero force—are our social issues as reflected in these 
kinds of facts (with your permission, Mr. Speaker): 

In the Robinson matter this young victim, Mr. 
Robinson, was declared dead at the King Edward 
Memorial Hospital. Now, Dr. Brenda Davidson found 
that he had been killed by internal injuries caused by 
gunshot wounds to the chest, and as many as three 
head shots to the right side of his forehead.  
 
The Speaker: What are you reading from Member? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: That is the report of the 
Randy Robinson hearing, It is from the Royal Gazette. 
I have extracted it and placed it in my brief. But this is 
an extract from the report. 
 I think it is important too, Mr. Speaker, that we 
give these eight lines that are addressing what the 
Government’s policy is in response to Minister 
Dunkley’s opening days of dealing with internal securi-
ty in our country. They are carefully articulated. They 
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are there deliberately to spark a debate and an analy-
sis of these grave social issues, the manifestation of 
which are reflected, Mr. Speaker, in 61 investigations 
going on in our country right now—murder  investiga-
tions—23 of which have involved gun deaths. And I 
heard the Honourable Minister of Public Safety (and I 
do welcome the spirit of collaboration), I heard him 
mention that that number of . . . his statistics about the 
90, 30 of whom are dead . . . 30 of whom are in prison 
I believe he said, and the other numbers—we heard 
them. Others are dead. 

But what troubles the society? What destabi-
lises is if we get to a position where these families—
because there are families connected with each of 
these deaths—there are children connected with the 
absent fathers or brothers or sons, there is trauma 
connected with each of these murders. And we can-
not, we cannot consign ourselves to the comfort of 
saying that these murders are tit for tat, they are relat-
ed to gang members and they do not count. 

So when we say that the gun violence and 
gang conflict has touched many of our families and 
when we get down to the point that to date we have 
been hampered by a Government House that has not 
moved as swiftly as we would have liked, or as sternly 
as we would have liked, or as effectively and efficient-
ly as we would have liked it is there—those words are 
there—to direct a discussion, a debate, on where we 
are in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, when the Honourable and 
Learned Attorney General directed the attention of the 
House earlier this morning to section 70 of the Consti-
tution to engage in a Governor’s Council approach, 
Mr. Speaker, we engaged in direct communication 
with the Commissioner of Police as a Government. 
We engaged in the urging of not encouraging or ap-
plauding or congratulating the Commissioner (as 
much as he requires that) on detecting the perpetra-
tors after these gruesome events. We were urging 
prevention of them in the first place—a strategy of the 
Government that involves prevention of these crimes. 
And there are two ways of doing this. There has to be 
a police presence. It is laid out in our Throne Speech 
Reply as read by the Honourable Opposition Leader, 
the Honourable Marc Bean. It is certainly laid in a 
strategy of attacking the assets of criminals so that we 
interrupt their capacity to fund crime.  

Mr. Speaker, it is not about seeking to provide 
payback for guns that are coming in. We need to go 
after not street crime, which is another issue that the 
Commissioner DeSilva has been wont to publish 
broadly in his crime statistics reports, we want to go 
after organised crime and the organisers in this coun-
try of crime and the funders of crime because this is 
where we will break the back of crime in our country. I 
want the debate in the House today to focus on this 
issue as well. 

But may I hearken back to these victims. Mr. 
Speaker, we want to avoid living in a society where 

these 30 . . . these 23 victims are treated as gang 
members as happens in Jamaica. And I have read 
analyses there. People involved in serious crime there 
are unsung, unremembered, uncared for. Their deaths 
have no value. We must avoid that.  

So the reason for these eight lines and this 
discussion about the Governor’s involvement and the 
Commissioner of Police’s operational policing strategy 
and how it is influenced by us is where the discussion 
is being pushed by the Opposition. We have not been 
shrinking violets in urging the Commissioner of Police 
to be involved in more deployments of the presence of 
his officers to prevent crimes. We have not been 
shrinking in our urging as Government of the Com-
missioner of Police to deploy with greater resourcing 
the use of intelligence, the use of surveillance, detec-
tion equipment to detect and prevent these deadly 
incidents in our community. And most importantly, 
Your Worship . . . Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Look this way then you might know 
who you are speaking to. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Then I will not lose my way. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is a specific profile in our 
country of who is dying on our streets. There is a spe-
cific profile of young black men. There are no women. 
They are young black men. They are confined largely 
to specific communities. I heard the Minister in re-
sponse to the most recent double murder at Belvin’s 
indicate, and then again in his Throne Speech contri-
bution, say that there has to be an approach—and 
their approach was four-pronged—to let it be our 
community-based effort. And then there was going to 
be the deployment of the Inter-[Agency] Gang Task 
Force to bring young people away from being induced 
or recruited into gang behaviour. But this is all well 
and good, Mr. Speaker. The community is traumatised 
by these issues, but the community will be filled with 
confidence by an activist operational policing strategy 
that shows that we are stopping these deaths. 
 And then we have got to address the fact that 
these are confined to black people in this country—
young black males. There should be analyses going 
on that is both targeted at: What is that problem 
about? And, Mr. Speaker, we know what the problem 
is.  

I began at the top of my remarks by indicating 
that these are Bermuda’s historical societal challeng-
es. Intergenerational trauma based on homes that are 
not, well, good environments for youngsters to be 
brought up in. So we have had not only the Mincy Re-
port as the Deputy Speaker has referred to, we have 
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had the Pitt Report. We have had Dr. Newman’s re-
port, “Bermuda’s [Stride] Toward The Twenty-First 
Century.” All of these things are signals to us and they 
are the maps for us as to where our societal challeng-
es are.  

Dr. Newman indicated to us—isolating and 
examining Pembroke East Central as her marker—
that if you do not have intervention programmes in 
communities where both occupational performance in 
jobs is low, housing is low, and education perfor-
mance is low, you are going to have people coming 
out of those conditions who will become persons who 
will run into your criminal justice system, and so said, 
so done. 

You will have, Mr. Speaker, in homes where 
there is an abuse of either drugs or alcohol in those 
homes by mothers who then go on to have children 
where the crossing of the placenta by alcohol will pro-
duce poor children. Today it is cocaine passing the 
placenta in increasing amounts and this is why the 
statistics on the special education needs students that 
we have in our community is so grim. And these are 
the candidates who, again, run into our criminal justice 
system. These are the candidates who are shooting 
up family members, brothers, and others. These are 
the candidates who are recruited into gangs. 

So the urgings of the Government (when we 
were Government) to the Commissioner of Police to 
direct resources—as scarce as they may have been 
because of budget cuts—but to direct resources into 
prevention policing, not just street detection of drugs. 
And as the Honourable Member, Mr. Blakeney, indi-
cated very, very properly, you are not going to stop 
guns by a policy that the Honourable Minister Dunkley 
. . . you are not going to penetrate this problem by 
parachuting into the problem gun amnesties, money 
back for guns, and trying to get guns off the street if 
we do not have a highly focused programme on get-
ting after how these, first of all, drug consignments of 
class A drugs are placed in our communities.  

And, again, what communities? There are on-
ly a few of them. They are well known to us. The pro-
grammes must be targeted to those communities; 
persons who understand the profiles of these black 
males, these black families, as opposed to just any 
parachuted programme into it. 

We have the capacity, both from the Bermuda 
College, or from those who are willing, an alliance of 
the willing who are willing to examine, research, and 
look into this problem as a specific study into the 
Bermuda problem. Countries all around the world fac-
ing these similar issues do this and it suggests an 
arising out of these inquiries, these examinations and 
these elements of research are solutions that are tai-
lor-made to the well-known, the clear Bermuda prob-
lem. 

It is a black male problem. It is a 23 black 
deaths problem. It is an intergenerational trauma of 
their children problem. And all of these things must be 

pulled together. All of these factors must be pulled 
together. All of these strands of the rope must be tied 
closely together in a solution that informs even the 
Commissioner of Police’s operational strategy. I think 
that would inure confidence—more confidence—in the 
police today. I think it would because it would be seen 
as a purposeful strategy; a strategy that has some 
real opening prospects of success because it has 
been linked strategically to the problem. It is fact 
based. It is science based. It is a scientific investiga-
tion that informs even the strategy of operational polic-
ing. 

But for my loaf of bread, preventative policing 
is where we need to be as opposed to arresting the 
perpetrators after the event. 

I have watched it at Woody’s. It left me cold 
after the Belvin’s murders, two people lying on the 
floor bleeding. We are very much in, Mr. Speaker, a 
time when our streets are literally running with blood. 
They are running with blood. Twenty-three wounds 
from gunshots over the course . . . and it began, by 
the way, in 2009. And I heard the Attorney General 
say that we had 14 years. When I signed on for Gov-
ernment, I had no idea that my brief would be to be 
dealing with those first shots that we heard in 42nd 
Street of young men being taken out by guns. 

But I have seen it now. I beg your pardon, we 
have all seen it. We have all seen it take place too 
often too long and our streets are now bloodied and 
our soil is now saturated by the blood of these deaths. 
The time is past, way past, for a solution that is tar-
geted at the very element of the problem. And whilst I 
regret, as I know all of us do, and as I am sure that 
the Minister does, I know that His Excellency does, 
but when His Excellency stands up . . . as I know that 
the Commissioner is . . . it does destabilise your 
community when the reports are that there is a young 
person lying in some lane who has not made it having 
been taken to King Edward Hospital.  

Of course, whilst I expect His Excellency to 
stand up and call for peace—that is what leaders do, 
that is what Governors do, that is what the Minister did 
and the Premier did—it is a destabilising event. And 
23 of them are far too many for this country, as Minis-
ter Dunkley properly said, on safety rests everything 
else. I paraphrase, but that was the point he was mak-
ing. Well, it is obvious as a country that wishes to 
have reputational interests to drive our international 
business reputation. This concerns all of us. It certain-
ly concerns me. 

Because the Commissioner of Police of the 
day knows that he has independence in the pursuit of 
his operational strategy for policing, and whilst I know 
that he listens with respect and did listen with respect 
to Minister of National Security Perinchief and suc-
cessive Minister’s urgings, he is under no obligation to 
respond. But here is my problem: The prosecution of 
policing in this country since 2009 (I do not know how 
many Commissioners it has involved. Mr. DeSilva has 
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been carrying the can for this primarily) there has 
been no let-up. The country is in a state of blood in 
the streets. 

There has to be a new response. We must try 
a new response to stop it. I am not prepared to stand 
even in my new role and say that I am content with 
declared statistics that we are catching them, we are 
convicting them, and we are incarcerating them. I 
think the country wants us to prevent them. That is 
where I think we need to be. Under the Constitution 
the Governor has reserve power for internal security, 
the police, the defence, and our foreign affairs. 

And so there has to be a debate that is ma-
ture, that is collaborative, that is focused on a singular 
outcome. If I were sitting in and contributing to that 
debate, Mr. Speaker, that would be the line that I 
would lay down for consideration. I would be open to 
any other contributions from those around the table 
who would obviously have to include the Minister of 
Public Safety, the Commissioner, but all people of 
goodwill. 

But it is in that context, Mr. Speaker, that 
these eight lines are there. They are not there to be 
either controversial, they are not there to be critical; 
they are certainly not there to make excuses. They 
are there to spark a debate targeting the 23 deaths 
and the prevention of 23 more because this will not be 
good for our country. 

Mr. Speaker, organised crime has not been 
an area we have covered ourselves or the detection of 
it, and the reduction of it, has not been an area in 
which we have covered ourselves in glory either. And 
I make the same case. In order to prevent guns com-
ing in which are now co-located with armoury and 
weapons in the consignments that come in, you have 
got to stop the ability of people to purchase these 
consignments. It happens across all other civilised 
democracies. I have studied it. I have looked at it in 
Ireland where it has taken place. If you consider it in 
the United States with racketeering laws, it takes 
place there. 

But in Bermuda you only need measure it by 
the confiscation of assets and the level of confiscated 
assets funding that we currently have—both under our 
watch. You have not got a watch to speak of yet. But 
before you can say that you have made a dent into an 
economy, Mr. Speaker, whereas Commissioner De-
Silva has indicated to us, we interdict between 7 
[per cent] and 10 per cent of the drugs coming in. That 
means we are interdicting 7 [per cent] and 10 per cent 
of the guns that are coming in too (given that they are 
now co-located together in these consignments). And 
we have heard . . . and we all know the statistics of 
the amount of money connected with the value of 
drugs interdicted and confiscated (if it is cannabis or 
cocaine or heroin) and it is in . . . I do not know what. 
Is it in the millions? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The street value. Think of the 
street value, think you are only getting 10 per cent of 
it, then calculate that the balance, the 85 per cent or 
the 90 per cent, Mr. Speaker, that is out there is still 
flowing, gamely, through our community. And that kind 
of criminal asset, Mr. Speaker, is part of a strategy of 
prevention that works in other countries. I would bring 
that to any debate. I hope that Minister Dunkley, the 
Minister of Public Safety, would contribute to that de-
bate, would critique it, but we would look at ways to go 
forward with it. 
 
The Speaker: You have just under five minutes. 
 
Mr. Michael J. Scott: That’s amazing, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I am going to do a quick review 
of some of the matters that . . . I did not hear the Hon-
ourable Minister of Public Safety address the question 
of the leadership of the Bermuda Regiment being as-
signed for all of the reasons to the colonel from the 
United Kingdom. Minister Dunkley and I, I can put my 
hand up and say, will share the value that we place in 
the Bermuda Regiment.  

It is not my intention, or my desire, to harm 
the Regiment. I understand how it happened. I think, 
though, that in this House it is important, so that it 
does not happen again, that we address the simple 
question of succession. I heard Col. Gonsalves . . . 
and I read His Excellency’s statement about what took 
place. Succession Act, or think about Her Majesty, the 
Queen.  

There must be an Act that is called the Royal 
Succession Act. But under our legislation, if you go to 
the Succession Act, there are at least ten cannons . . . 
now the AG may correct me or even . . . When you 
are trying to preserve how property descends in this 
country, in the absence of a will so that it does not 
become immovable or cannot move to persons that 
you want it to go to, there are at least seven to ten 
cannons of descent. That is how deep the succession 
arrangements are just for matters of property in our 
country.  

Another example, we all know that Her Majes-
ty’s heir is Prince Charles, and after Prince Charles it 
is his first heir, Prince William. After Prince William, it 
is his son, it is actually now a child en ventre sa mere 
the Duchess of Cambridge. But if there was no child, it 
would then go to Prince Harry. And on it goes. It ends 
up—you’d be at the Princess of Kent—several, sever-
al people, so that you ensure that there is no vacuum.  

In our case, and it is a single point that I wish 
to make that we should have in place in the Bermuda 
Regiment, we understood a Major (I understand his 
name was Major Trott, and I am willing to be correct-
ed), and we had Major Wheddon. Two people,  
 
An Hon. Member: Jones. 
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Mr. Michael J. Scott: Jones, thank you.  

Two people. That does not a succession plan 
of robustness make. Because—we can all do mathe-
matics—if one decides, as Major Jones decided, a 
man who is in the international business community 
(so he is a person at risk), decides to go off and pur-
sue a different career, you are left with one. And with 
one person as your successor, under the tragic events 
with Major Wheddon, you are left with zero. 

If there were four, even that is an improve-
ment. But I make the point that the succession plan 
has to be robust in the future. And this is not an on-
slaught onto this English Colonel who is coming; it is a 
concern that I have and I am reflecting on behalf, I 
think, of others who have expressed it to me. This is 
historic. It is unprecedented. We have had Bermuda 
Colonels. And it sends a signal to the rank and file 
and, indeed, to the officer rank that, I’ve been put on a 
succession rank. That has got to encourage even 
more officers in the officer ranking to be involved in 
the Regiment and to stay with it.  

So, those are my comments on the Bermuda 
Regiment and the difficulties we were facing with this 
new appointment that is being contemplated. 
 
The Speaker: That is your time, Honourable Member. 
Thank you very much.  

Just before the Chair recognises the Honour-
able Member from constituency 33, I would like to just 
recognise the presence in the House of a former 
Member of Parliament, Mr. Donte Hunt, who is here 
with us. 

The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 33. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, there 
are many aspects of this Throne Speech that I would 
like to speak on. However, those include things like 
the payroll tax adjustment, which I think is a very good 
idea, and I hope that it will be successful, the pub-
lic/private committees, many of which have been men-
tioned. I should point out, however, that we must be 
careful not to all of a sudden turn Government over 
into the hands of non-government people, so that has 
to be balanced properly and effectively.  

But I want to go away from all of that, where 
people would expect me to be, to deal with the real 
challenge for Bermuda. Surely we have to restore 
business. Surely we have to rebuild the economy. And 
we can have a lot of debates over that. But the great-
est challenge for Bermuda continues to be the social 
fabric, the social ills, the social needs. I want to en-
courage the Government to really build upon the piec-
es that they put in the Throne Speech that kept the 
ball rolling in this way.  

It would be foolish for any Member of the 
House to imply that any particular aspect had never 
been looked at. The old UBP Government looked at 

many things and tried to fix them. The PLP Govern-
ment of fourteen years worked on a lot of issues and 
tried to fix them. But you know, with human beings, 
we just have the ability to create more new problems. 
And that is how it works. And fourteen years from now 
we will be complaining about a whole shopping list of 
problems.  

But Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the 
Government on its intention to create a mental health 
court. I think this is really needed. We have seen Jinks 
and Jinks, the two Jinks. I like the Jinks with the bike, 
and sometimes he is the Jinks with the wheel and 
sometimes he is the Jinks with the bike without 
wheels. But Jinks is out there and you see him all 
time. I don’t know what type of mental health these 
gentlemen get. Instead, when they break the law, they 
end up in front of the courts and then most often are 
sent to Westgate. That is not the answer for them. 
And so a mental health court is a step in the right di-
rection.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, it was said some years 
ago, and I have no reason to believe it has changed, 
that some 60 per cent to 70 per cent of all crime in 
Bermuda is drug related, in some way or the other, 
drug related. Now if we know that to be true, the for-
mer Government way back in 1999–2000, put in place 
the ATI Programme—Alternatives to Incarceration—a 
drug court system. What I want to suggest to the cur-
rent Government, seeing that those three little words, 
ATI, did not make it into the Throne Speech, I would 
like to suggest that they take a look at that programme 
and assess its success. See what can be done to 
make it more successful, because it was not quite 
working the way we wanted it to in 2013.  

It is no reflection of poor planning, poor think-
ing, poor organisation, on the part of the PLP Gov-
ernment. We put a programme in place that was rele-
vant to the community in the year 2000. This is 2013. 
So I would invite the Government to really take a 
close look at the ATI Programme and see what is 
needed to really beef it up and bring about more suc-
cess. 

Mr. Speaker, a few years ago after much de-
bate, the Indigent Clinic was closed. There were con-
cerns about what it would do to the individuals who 
used it before and where the services would now be 
obtained. Time has shown that they have clogged up 
the emergency room at the hospital and many times, 
when you go to the hospital for an emergency, you 
find that you are going to be there for quite some time.  

About two years ago, interestingly enough, my 
wife went to the hospital to take of one of her grand-
daughters who had been injured at school, but decid-
ed that she was okay. Like many young people she 
was being brave. And when she got to her grand-
mother she said, “I’m not so brave, I actually don’t feel 
good and my hand hurts.”  

So she took her to emergency at the King 
Edward. And when she got there, the person who was 
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at the reception, so to speak (I don’t know the correct 
title, but the receiving officer), whispered to her “You 
can stay here, or you can go to Lamb Foggo and you 
will be treated quicker.”  And she was coming from 
Somerset. In the end my wife took our granddaughter 
to Lamb Foggo where she was treated.  

Now what was that all about? I believe it was 
tied to this problem and this issue. So, restoring the 
Indigent Clinic is a really good thing, and I want to ap-
plaud it and I want to encourage the Government to 
move as quickly as possible. I have heard (probably 
some of you heard it through the grapevine) that there 
may be some concern as to where it will go. Well, 
there is an answer for that, it is called “work it out.” 
Work it out. Let us get on with it and let us move in 
this direction because it is really, really important. 

Mr. Speaker, programmes being suggested 
for people who are on financial assistance are all 
good. I support them. As the Leader of the Opposition 
said, not everybody on financial assistance is a bad 
parent. I agree 100 per cent. Not everybody on finan-
cial assistance needs to know how to budget. I accept 
that as well. But the opposite is also true. There are a 
lot of people on financial assistance who need to 
know how to budget. There are a lot of people on fi-
nancial assistance who need help with parenting and 
learning how to parent. And so again I applaud putting 
that programme in place just as much as I would have 
applauded Senator Burch, Minister Burch, for the pro-
grammes that were put in place at the housing court 
rentals where people had their rent adjusted to their 
income, but then they were also required to do a sav-
ings piece. And so this follows on from that. 

I was doing a little research just a couple of 
weeks ago looking for a particular topic. I stumbled 
across, as you do on the Internet  . . . you often go on 
looking for A and you read about B and C, and you 
are so fascinated that you forget why you went on the 
Internet. I have that happen to me often. I was doing 
that, and I started to read about how in Ontario, Can-
ada, they are now requiring all persons on financial 
assistance to go through a drug programme if re-
quired. And I read it, I looked at it. I couldn’t decide 
how I felt about it. But I took it in.  

When I saw in the Throne Speech the idea 
that the Government is suggesting the same thing, I 
actually am in favour of the way it is written in the 
Throne Speech. It is on page 16 where it says the fol-
lowing, Mr. Speaker. It says, “. . . some applicants 
seeking financial assistance are either known or sus-
pected substance abusers, the Government will intro-
duce amendments to the Financial Assistance Act to 
provide for a mandatory referral through the Bermuda 
Assessment and Referral Centre” (better known as 
BARC) “where it is determined by a Financial Assis-
tance Social Worker that a client could benefit from an 
assessment and treatment services.”  

I applaud the writer because the writer has 
written everything in a positive light. You know, there 

is nothing to be afraid of in this sentence. I am with it, I 
agree with it. However, the difference between writing 
it on the page and actually carrying it out could always 
be problematic with any subject. So, as it is written, I 
support it 100 per cent. The idea that if you are on 
financial assistance that you . . . not only on, as an 
applicant for financial assistance, you will find yourself 
around at BARC being assessed and then put in a 
programme to make you better . . . [that] sounds like a 
winner to me. So again, I encourage the Government 
to move forward on that. That has got to be a good 
thing for those who are suffering as they are.  

Now Mr. Speaker, we are members of an age-
ing population. You and I, believe it or not, are mem-
bers of an aging population. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Yes.  

So we are members of an ageing population. 
And on page 15 of the Throne Speech we talk about 
how Bermuda’s senior population is going to grow 
over the next decade.  

We have been seeing the numbers go up, up, 
up and up. It is a wonderful thing that seniors get to 
live longer; but we have got to live longer healthier. So 
the programmes . . . for instance, you recall when a 
former Member of this House, former Education Minis-
ter Gerald Simons, was working with education to put 
healthy programmes into the schools. All of it was be-
ing done free. And you might say, Gee, that’s nice that 
Argus is paying for all this, and that they come free. 
Well, Argus was paying for it because they wanted 
you to be fit at 15 and healthy at 50. That is really 
what it was about. It had nothing to do with Argus be-
ing generous; it was about their bottom line. If you 
stay fit all the way through and you have a habit of 
being fit, a habit of walking and exercising, then you 
are not going to be at the doctor as often, you are not 
going to be in the hospital as often, so everybody is a 
winner.  

Well, things like that will lead to an older 
population. So the Government, again, has come for-
ward and said that they will introduce amendments to 
the Residential Home Care [Homes] and Nursing 
[Home] Acts [1999] to ensure that the standards of 
care are the highest quality and meet international 
standards.  

I have long been concerned about this. I have 
heard people say, I want to open up a nursing home 
because you can get up to $8,000 per person. And 
that’s how they talk. Wait a minute, wait a minute, wait 
a minute. What about care, what about treatment? Are 
we not doing this because we care about these old 
folks and we want to extend their lives and let them 
have a happy time and all that? Eight thousand dol-
lars. Well, if the $8,000 is that attractive, then we as 
legislators of the Government should ensure that 
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those people who are going to get that $8,000 perform 
the service at the highest possible level of quality.  

We cannot allow people to run nursing homes 
and have Granny, Grandpa, Aunt and Uncle, sitting 
around the TV all day, drooling, with all of their facul-
ties being just sapped away from them from lack of 
programming. So if this is what the Government has in 
mind, again, they get full marks from me.  
 Mr. Speaker, we have seen cases reported in 
the press that certainly talked about why the advocate 
for seniors, Ms. Flemming. . . of senior abuse. We 
have a register, which is good. But we have to be vigi-
lant in this regard. We have to be sure that our seniors 
and our elders are not being abused, not out on the 
street being pushed down at the sidewalk; but neither 
are they being abused at home by having their 
cheque book taken away from them and the cheques 
being written by relatives and friends. It is amazing 
how this actually happens.  

You know someone goes to be a caretaker for 
someone and after some period of time they are writ-
ing cheques from their cheque books. Well, wait now, 
how did you get to do that? Surely that is not right, 
especially when the cheques are for clothes and your 
rent. That just cannot possibly be right. So we want to 
make sure, Mr. Speaker, that proper enforcement of 
the existing laws and rules that apply to seniors does 
take place. As I said, we are an ageing population; we 
have to give respect and care to those persons. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have been concerned for some 
time about where children who are in immediate dan-
ger go. Prior to the closure of the Sunshine League, 
that is where they went. So if the school or some other 
piece of society reported that these children were in 
immediate danger, Child and Family Services, led by 
Mr. Alfred Maybury would take the child and place 
him. If it was necessary for Mr. Maybury to place him 
within his own organisation he did, otherwise to Sun-
shine League they went.  

I saw a story in the papers, as many people 
did, about the proposed open house, I think maybe 
two or three Saturdays ago. It seems to have been 
quite successful, but I am still left unclear as to what 
the goal of the open house for the people was. I am 
still not clear. So I would encourage the Government 
again to not stand where I am standing, where I am 
comfortably saying as part of a speech going out into 
the air, I don’t know where they stand, I would like the 
Government to move a little in a better way than that 
to actually go and find what the deal is and see if the 
relationship can be re-established to ensure that chil-
dren who need to be taken out of danger can be taken 
out of danger quickly, to ensure that children who 
need to be placed temporarily, one month, three 
months, six months, have a place that is safe for them 
with other children of the same ilk.  

At this point, some of these children are being 
placed in government facilities that exist for children 
who, in the old days, we would call “wayward”—

children who have come off the rails, children whose 
behaviours aren’t what we want. So it is not really fair 
that a young boy or a young girl who is sitting in class 
every day pulling A’s and B’s and saying “yes sir” and 
“no sir” and being as polite and correct and proper as 
could be is placed with children who are in need of 
learning how to be correct and proper, who have no 
interest in school and who have serious behavioural 
problems. They should not be living together. And so I 
am going to invite the Government to take a good look 
at that, and put a stop to it.  

You know what, Mr. Speaker? I don’t know if 
this is true, but for years I have heard people say that 
prison is a training ground for prisoners. You send a 
young fellow into prison and if you put him there long 
enough you teach him how to be a criminal. Now, I do 
not know if that is true. But that is what everybody 
says. Now, if that is the case, what about mixing 
young boys and young girls in a government facility— 
one for children who just need somewhere to stay and 
at the same time children who are really in a wayward 
way? Surely that cannot be a good thing. So please 
address it, please address it for the sake of these 
children.  
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on children’s safety, 
both the Government and the Opposition have called 
for the establishment of a sex offenders and a paedo-
phile registry. I am so pleased. I am so pleased. This 
has been bandied about for quite some time. We are 
all sickened—every one of us here and most of us in 
the country—by the number of cases we see before 
the courts of sexual abuse of our children. I am not a 
professional in this area. I learn every day by talking 
to my wife who knows a lot more about it. But I know 
that the mental stress and strain, the mental experi-
ence that a young boy or young girl has from this sort 
of thing, is just horrendous and stays so long that, 
even if properly treated, it still creates problems.  

So, we should not . . . Listen, we are one of 
the greatest countries in the world. I am going to stand 
here and tell you that. Even with the problems we 
have today, we are one of the greatest countries in 
the world. But as one of the greatest countries in the 
world we should be concerned about what happens to 
our children. When you are picking up the newspaper 
and you are reading about this man who has been 
charged as a sex offender, offending against a young 
girl or young boy, and he is 60-plus-years-old, don’t 
tell me he just started yesterday. Don’t tell me he 
woke up yesterday morning and said, Look boy, let 
me try this out. I do not believe it. I do not believe it. 
He has been at it and at it and at it, and somebody 
has been giving him a break and not having him show 
up in front of the courts where he belongs, or he has 
been in front of the courts and he has gotten a penalty 
that does not have an impact.  

We have to look at it because our children are 
valuable to us. And, Mr. Speaker, the subject dis-
cussed the most here today has been gang violence 
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and gun violence. But you know we have done studies 
from time to time on the people at Westgate. The 
number one factor you find: lack of education. They 
can’t read, can’t write. The second factor you find: 
abuse of some type. Abuse. So you have men in 
Westgate who when you get them in a one-on-one 
session, the fellow will break down and start crying 
and tell you how he was sexually abused by someone 
at an early age. All this sort of thing.  

Mr. Speaker, we are not academics. Well, the 
Honourable Walton Brown is an academic. But none 
of the rest of us are academics, so we shouldn’t act 
like academics. We should take our jackets off, get 
ourselves dirty, roll up our sleeves and get to work—
real work. And this is one of the areas where we really 
have to do the work—protect our children, protect our 
families.  
 Mr. Speaker, in the last year or so, finances 
demanded that the halfway house contract be ended. 
And so as of this moment I do not believe a halfway 
house exists. Again, I went through the Throne 
Speech and I was only looking for two words. The first 
one was “halfway,” the second one was “house.” I 
didn’t find it. I didn’t find it. And I am going to invite the 
Government to really take a look.  

You know, I bet you, that my cousin, the Hon-
ourable Bob Richards, has already sent the Budget to 
the printers. But if he has not, tell him to take a look at 
that one. Okay? Who is it . . . Minister Dunkley, I think, 
is responsible for the prisons. Take a look. Take a 
look and figure out how we can get this halfway house 
in the Budget and up and running. We absolutely 
need it.  

Now, while I am on this I am going to flip over 
from inside the cell to the outside of the cell. We have 
heard statistics about the number of young men who 
have been killed and the number of dangerous young 
men—that is the word, “dangerous” young men—who 
have been locked up. We have applauded the fact 
that we boosted the census to 35 years, sometimes 
without parole. I support that. Okay? I support it, so I 
am not going to run away from it. But in doing it we 
have created a dangerous situation for our prison of-
ficers.  

I did not hear anybody talking about it. But I 
believe it. I believe it is dangerous, because if you 
have a fellow who is locked up for 35 years and the 
prison officer is just trying to get him to do what he is 
supposed to do, the downside of slapping up and hit-
ting that officer is tiny. It is tiny. First of all the case 
may not even go before the Treatment of Offenders 
Board. Secondly, if it goes, the fellow might get off. 
Thirdly, if he is found totally, totally, totally guilty, he 
might have three months added on to his sentence of 
35 years. We have a dangerous situation for the pris-
on officers. I would again encourage the Minister re-
sponsible for the prisons to take a good look at the 
prisons from top to bottom and ensure safety for the 

men on the inside, for the prisoners, and rehabilita-
tion—rehabilitation.  

Oh my gosh. You know, Mr. Speaker, the PLP 
Government put aside a lot of money for rehabilitation. 
When we were criticised by the Opposition for not put-
ting enough into the Police and not putting enough in 
this, and not putting enough [in that], nobody ever 
stood up to my recollection and said you are not put-
ting enough aside for rehabilitation of prisoners. We 
had the money there. We had the ability to have the 
programmes there. But the success rate has always 
been questionable. So again, I am going to encourage 
the new Government to take the money. Don’t add 
any money, you don’t need any more money. Take 
the money, make the programmes work and let’s real-
ly find a way to stop the revolving door from revolving. 
Now for the dangerous criminals and those who are 
killers, we found a way. We give them 35 years, they 
aren’t going to be revolving anywhere fast. But for 
everybody else, we need to get the rehabilitation 
piece working.  
 Mr. Speaker, on page 8 of the Throne Speech 
the appropriate Minister (and I don’t know who that 
Minister is at the moment) has taken credit for some 
hard work done by my colleague, Mr. Michael Scott, 
who, as we know, put a lot of time in on the Charities 
Act. He put a lot of time in  it and now we see it com-
ing forward. The dialogue says, “Offences will be es-
tablished for non-disclosure and non-distribution of 
public funds.” This is brilliant. This is really what we 
need because charities fill a valuable role. And if we 
have some 300 charities, there are probably 200 of 
them that are completely pristine, well-run, [they] do 
what they say they are going to do, all of that. But I 
don’t know about all of the rest. I would hope that this 
Act can deal with it and especially since the Charity 
Commissioners are going to be given the power to 
monitor and investigate complaints. They didn’t have 
that power before.  

The people who were making complaints 
would go up to Mrs. Christopher, the Registrar Gen-
eral, and they would have this circular conversation 
that did not always bring success. In fact, more often 
than not, it did not bring success. So this is a big step 
forward. I know the Honourable Member, Mr. Michael 
Scott, really tried his best to get it here in this place, 
so I would encourage the appropriate Minister on the 
other side who is carrying this brief to bring it here as 
soon as possible.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Government talked about a 
Cash Back for Communities programme. What a good 
idea. You and I both know the value of sports. You 
cannot take that off the table. Sports, for one thing, 
builds teamwork. Team is most important—it takes the 
“I” out and puts four other letters together that make 
an important word. It builds life skills. Our sports clubs 
have been in trouble for some time. The Opposition 
Leader in his presentation mentioned that the former 
Government had been working quite hard on a public 
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private initiative that was going to get as much as $30 
million to be made available for seven sports clubs.  

As the new Government goes forward with the 
Cash Back for Communities programme, please hold 
hands and tie into this programme that was being 
worked on before. You know, Mr. Speaker, it could be 
the very same programme, [but] they just changed the 
name. If it is, that is okay with me. I do not mind that. 
But let us get something done because the sports 
clubs are crucial to what we do with our young men 
and how we go forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to talk a little bit 
about this gang violence issue, but I do not really want 
to weigh in on it as sort of the main focus of my 
presentation today.  
 
The Speaker: Just so you know, Minister, you have 
got six minutes left. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Oh good; so it won’t be. Not 
with six minutes.  
 
[laughter]  
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Mr. Speaker, look, the Minister 
has said we can’t arrest our way out of the problem. 
He is 100 per cent correct. In fact, what we should be 
doing are things like looking at the predictors.  

When you talk to senior teachers, any teacher 
who has had 15 years on the job, she will say to you, 
when a young man who went to her school is arrested 
for something serious, she will say, “He was in trouble 
then, there was a lot going on then.” And I always 
scratch my head and say, “Well why couldn’t we fix it? 
Why couldn’t we fix it?”  

So I would encourage the Minister responsible 
for National Security and the Minister of Education to 
really have their teams, not the Ministers but their 
teams hold hands—to cement an idea and really fig-
ure out where these youngsters at 8, 10 and 12 who 
are, you know, going off the rails, think about where 
they are going to end up. If we do not get the interven-
tions right, it is Westgate. And if it is Westgate for 
shoplifting, maybe that is not too physically danger-
ous; but if it is Westgate for running with one of the 
gangs and shooting people, that is a little more seri-
ous isn’t it. So let us get this piece done.  

I, for one, continue to feel that the police are 
doing a good job. But I don’t put it all on the police. In 
fact, I have had a good relationship with the Somerset 
police for years. I had one officer up there who would 
always talk to me about community programmes. And 
I would stop him and say, “Hang on, hang on, hang 
on. You’re not a social worker. You are a policeman.” 
Let us get the social workers and the police to hold 
hands. Because he would talk to me about doing vari-
ous community things and I would say, “It’s not your 
job. You bring the social people in the room and we 

will have this conversation.” So it is everybody tying 
together.  

When I talk about predictors here is some-
thing you should think about. When you read the obi-
tuary of a murdered man it always says he went to 
such-and-such school, but he left school at 16. Have 
you noticed that? Why did he leave school at 16? Can 
you tell me? That is the day you get your “DCB letter,” 
Don’t Come Back! Expelled. Asked to go. Not allowed 
to return to the premises. Not every single boy; and I 
don’t want to offend some parent out there who lost 
their child who was a brilliant young man who gradu-
ated from this that and the other. But more often than 
not, he is forced out of school at 16.  

I say that to say we have to stop just forcing 
people out, washing our hands and saying it is over. 
We have to take responsibility all the way through for 
these young men. If they start to fall behind at six, 
work with them. If they fall behind at eight, work with 
them. If they fall behind at 14, work with them. 
 Mr. Speaker, the last thing I am going to say 
and then I will take my seat, the Gun Bounty—good 
thing. It is only (how do I say it) sort of like a little 
shoe. I don’t think it will create much, but what you do 
is you just keep putting, adding, more and more things 
to the solution piece and if you keep adding them you 
will get there. So I support the Gun Bounty in looking 
at it in that way. I don’t expect by itself that it will 
change everything. But making it a part of what we 
are doing will bring about a result that will benefit all of 
us.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much honourable 
Member.  

Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak?  

The Chair recognises the honourable Mem-
ber, the Minster of Community and Cultural Develop-
ment. The Minister is from Constituency number 27.  

Minister Scott you have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First 
of all thank you for affording me the opportunity to ad-
dress this Honourable House.  

Let me start by thanking the constituents of 
Warwick North Central for entrusting in me the hum-
bling privilege of representing them in the House of 
Assembly. I would also like to thank the Premier, 
Honourable L. Craig Cannonier, for entrusting in me 
the responsibilities of a Cabinet Minister. I am also 
thankful to all those who played a role in helping me 
when I chose to walk a destructive path. But for them 
and but for the grace of God I would not stand here 
today. 
 Mr. Speaker, one commitment that I have 
made up in my area in constituency 27 is that I will 
represent them honestly and with integrity. I have 
committed that I will try to do what is right, not just 
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what is politically expedient. That commitment today, 
Mr. Speaker, requires me to forgo the customary 
pleasantries of one’s maiden speech. It requires me to 
speak out on a few things. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I sat this week in anticipation 
of the start of proceedings of this session of the 
House, the reading of the Reply to the Throne Speech 
by the Leader of the Opposition, the Progressive La-
bour Party’s honourable Leader, the ensuing debate, 
and going back to this Reply to the Throne Speech, 
page 7 states, and I quote, “. . . after 14 years of being 
in Government, our approach . . . has shifted.”  

Now, Mr. Speaker, one of the first things I got 
when being appointed to Cabinet was a big binder. It 
included the Rules of Cabinet, the Rules of this Hon-
ourable House, the Constitution of our country, and a 
concept called Collective Responsibility. Collective 
responsibility. It occurred to me that, as a Bermudian, 
I would have much rather heard an apology to the 
people of this country for the current state of affairs. I 
would have much rather heard a taking of responsibil-
ity for the path that has led our beautiful Island into a 
state of disarray.  
 Mr. Speaker, I read with interest . . . please 
bear with me while I quote parts of the newspaper 
article that appeared in last Saturday’s Royal Gazette 
entitled “Nothing New from the OBA Government.” 
Opposition Shadow Minister of Community and Cul-
tural Development, Mr. Michael Weeks, states, and I 
quote, “. . . initiatives were hatched and implemented 
under the previous PLP Government.” The Shadow 
Minister is saying that all of the great ideas from One 
Bermuda Alliance were nothing more than recycled 
ideas from the now Opposition Progressive Labour 
Party.  

On page 9 of the Reply to the Throne Speech 
the Honourable Opposition Leader re-emphasised this 
by stating, and I quote, “. . . was a cut and paste what 
the PLP had already placed in the pipeline.” This is 
not only misleading but very sad. Sad that some of the 
action items that the One Bermuda Alliance will im-
plement have been sitting on shelves gathering dust 
because of the failure to implement; have sat gather-
ing dust for years—some items for many years, over 
the last 14 years that the now Opposition Progressive 
Labour Party was at the helm of the ship.  

Shame on you!  
Mr. Speaker, anyone can come up with a 

good idea, things that sound wonderful; nirvana even. 
The former Government was a master of this method.  
 Mr. Speaker, this brings me to recall a con-
versation I had with a former teacher of mine. I re-
member clearly, standing on the side of the stairs. I 
remember this teacher pulling myself and a former 
classmate aside and talking at length about sizzle 
versus substance. And, Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate 
Black History Month it is fitting to mention that great 
leaders, such as Martin Luther King, were definitely 
sizzlers, if I may. However, I doubt that Martin Luther 

King would have had such an impact on history if he 
stopped there. The substance that he lived, dreamed 
and produced is what has made him an icon. Sub-
stance that has let us all hold his works in high regard, 
to hold dear what he strived to achieve. The sub-
stance is what produced tangible results. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, sizzle will deflect, siz-
zle will blame, sizzle will point fingers, especially when 
called to task. On the other hand, Mr. Speaker, sub-
stance does not have to be explained or justified, sub-
stance does not have to be doctored, substance does 
not need excuses. Substance begets results. Sub-
stance implements the ideas, executes the strategy. 
Mr. Speaker, implementing strategy is where the rub-
ber hits the road.  

I give full credit and kudos to the Loyal Oppo-
sition Progressive Labour Party for leaving our beauti-
ful Island hogtied with debt. But that is not something 
to . . . that is not a good thing. That is not something 
to receive praise for. I strongly encourage the former 
Government to apologise to the children of Bermuda 
who have to pay this debt back. Apologise to the fami-
lies who have lost their homes; the Bermudian people 
who have lost their jobs—in record numbers—under 
that Government, the people who have been left by 
the side of the road. Acknowledge the wrongs; other-
wise there is no chance of redemption.  
 Mr. Speaker, the former Government should 
be thankful that we, the One Bermuda Alliance, are 
here to steady the ship. Implementation is where the 
rubber hits the road. Unfortunately, and very unfortu-
nately, the Opposition Progressive Labour Party shies 
away from these facts and is desperately trying to 
take credit for our plans. Even at this early stage, two 
months—shame on you. The proof is in the facts, in 
the numbers, in the un-doctored reality.  

Mr. Speaker there are some good ideas that 
we will dust off, that the One Bermuda Alliance will 
implement. We will execute the people’s plans. We 
will not let the dust settle. Mr. Speaker, we will expand 
the Human Rights Act to include sexual orientation 
and age, protecting all from discrimination in the pro-
vision of goods, services and accommodations. We 
will update the Children Act to include shared parent-
ing provisions. We will add provisions within the social 
programmes to help people to help themselves, and 
give them hope of finding a better way.  

In response to a comment made by the Hon-
ourable Leader of the Opposition, this is not to penal-
ise those that have recently fallen on hard times, but 
for those that are trapped in the system. Mr. Speaker, 
we will not simply give our Bermudian people a fish. 
One Bermuda Alliance will teach our people how to 
fish. We will cut the red tape, things preventing Ber-
muda from being competitive on the global economy. 
We will get jobs back for our people. We will not leave 
anyone behind.  

Mr. Speaker, implementation is where the 
rubber hits the road. We will be honest with the people 
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of Bermuda and not try to stir up emotion with items 
that have proven not to work, items that have led to 
double digit unemployment amongst our people under 
the now Opposition Progressive Labour Party. We will 
be frugal with the public purse, not spending irrespon-
sibly while creating exponential debt. We will use a 
tourism professional to turn around our stagnant tour-
ism industry. We will bring programmes like Operation 
Cease-Fire to try and bring anti-social behaviour un-
der control and stop the shootings. We will get a na-
tional sports plan done, and not just talk about it. We 
will not pass around education like a hot potato. We 
will work hard for you, Bermuda. I will work hard.  

Mr. Speaker, as I said, implementation—
where the rubber hits the road. Most plans fail not be-
cause of a lack of ideas, not because of a lack of 
strategy. Most plans fail because of a lack of imple-
menting strategy—a failure to implement. The Gov-
ernment of the One Bermuda Alliance will bring back 
a sense of integrity. We will not focus primarily for po-
litical gain. We will put the people first. We will have 
substance with our sizzle. It is the urgency of now.  

On page 13 of the Reply to the Throne 
Speech the Opposition Leader states, “Our people are 
disinterested in politicians opposing their government 
just for the sake of scoring political brownie points. 
Our people are disinterested in the game playing, ma-
nipulation and deceit.” So I guess let us stop the 
games and let us get to work.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much Hon. Member. Is 
there any other Member that cares to speak?  

I recognise now the honourable Member from 
constituency 34.  

Member from constituency 34, you now have 
the floor.  
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I too count it a privilege and an 
honour to have the opportunity to stand here in the 
Honourable Chamber representing first and foremost 
the people of Bermuda and, secondly, in particular, 
the good people of Sandys South Central, following in 
the good footsteps of the Honourable Walter Lister, 
JP, who served his constituents well for 30 years. 
Though I will attempt to provide the same level of ser-
vice that he did for those 1200 some-odd constituents 
I certainly don’t intend on being here for 30 years.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, in addition to that, 
with God’s help, I will endeavour to perform my duties 
as a legislator with integrity in my actions, honour in 
my thoughts, and respect for the Constitution. 

Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues in the 
Loyal Opposition know two things about me. One is 
that I enjoy a good meal, and I will probably rush 
through my deliberations because I smell food that is 
already being served. 
 
[inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: It’s gone? 

 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: They are not very kind up here some-
times, honourable Member. They are not very kind. 
They will have eaten all that food and left you out 
here. There will be some left for you. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. And thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Secondly, my colleagues also recognise that I 
detest pettiness. In fact, rather than conduct myself in 
a petty and trite manner here before you and my col-
leagues, Mr. Speaker, I will always attempt to en-
deavour to offer constructive suggestions when nec-
essary. And I will always also support this Govern-
ment in their endeavours on initiatives, legislation and 
programmes that have the sole purpose of achieving 
a better Bermuda for Bermudians. 
 Whilst I rise to my feet, Mr. Speaker, I will also 
attempt to speak with both purpose and clarity and 
succinctness. I too, like my learned friend, Minister 
Pettingill, the Attorney General, am a student. 
 
The Speaker: I do apologise. I should have said the 
Honourable and Learned Member. I do apologise. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: That’s fine, thank you.  

I too am a student of the Arts, and I also like 
Shakespeare. As Lord Polonius said in Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, and I think that the sentiments are extremely 
important here, and I will try to live by those: “brevity is 
the soul of wit.” So, Mr. Speaker, as I attempt to pro-
vide purposeful dialogue here in this House I will also 
try to be very brief and allow the long-windedness to 
some of my other colleagues. 
 
[inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, now to turn briefly 
to the Throne Speech. Before I delve a little bit deeper 
into certain aspects of the Throne Speech, which I 
would like to merit some constructive suggestions for, 
I would also like to share some general observations 
which I have with respect to the Throne Speech. 

Mr. Speaker, last week (I will just give you a 
quick scenario). Last week, Friday, when we were 
assembled here prior to going downstairs, somebody 
mentioned to me that they liked the hat that I was 
wearing. I like to support Bermuda, it was purchased 
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in Bermuda, and I explained to the person where I 
purchased it. Somebody else overheard the conversa-
tion and said to me, Why are you telling that person 
where you got the hat? They may buy one like yours. 
Well, Mr. Speaker, a confident person is of the belief 
that imitation is the best form of flattery.  

I say that for a number of reasons because as 
I delved through the Throne Speech I noticed quite a 
number of propositions that, as lawyers say, were 
strikingly similar to proposals that were in previous 
Throne Speeches and advances by the PLP when we 
were the Government. I also noticed, Mr. Speaker, 
that there was a heavy influence on the business in-
terests. And though I appreciate the importance of 
that, particularly as we try to rejuvenate our economy, 
I would certainly hope and pray that the Government 
will look into the important aspects of social pro-
grammes, follow the suit of the former Progressive 
Labour Party Government as it relates to ensuring that 
initiatives and programmes are in place to provide for 
a solid social structure so we don’t lose people behind 
the cracks within the cracks.  

In fact, it makes no difference to have a strong 
business sense in the Island if the business is thriving 
and our communities are not. So I would implore this 
Government to look at and continue a number of the 
initiatives that the PLP as a Government started, all 
designed primarily to assist with strengthening the 
social fabric and the community of Bermuda.  

With this regard I have to turn first to the issue 
concerning something that is plaguing our society, 
and I suspect nobody in this Honourable Chamber 
can say that they have not been affected by this 
scourge of drug and substance abuse and the havoc 
that it wreaks on all of our communities. In fact, recent 
statistics have shown that approximately 80 per cent 
of all those persons incarcerated within our correc-
tions facility are as a direct result of substance abuse 
and/or misuse.  

So I find it glaringly surprising that when I look 
to the Throne Speech the only comment that is made 
concerning drugs and the misuse of drugs is this 
whole issue concerning mandatory drug testing. And 
though I appreciate the comments that were ex-
changed a few moments ago indicating that they will 
look at the policy of being illicit drugs as opposed to all 
drugs, and I understand that this is a work in progress, 
but it is somewhat discouraging to me that the only 
mention in the Throne Speech relates to mandatory 
drug testing as opposed to the social ills and any pro-
grammes that are designed to assist with respect to 
addressing substance abuse.  

Now, granted, the Honourable Minister 
Dunkley this morning read a Ministerial Statement 
about the continuation of Al’s Pals, which was a pro-
gramme that was started under PLP Government, 
which I think is extremely instrumental insofar as en-
suring that we provide a preventative approach to 
drug and alcohol abuse for young children, and that 

they are going to be continuing it for years one and 
two. So I am pleased to know that there is a preven-
tion element still on-going. But the absence in the 
Throne Speech of any comments and any commen-
tary concerning substance abuse and the prevention 
and the intervention thereof is somewhat alarming.  

In addition, Mr. Speaker, I note the absence in 
the Throne Speech of the programmes for women and 
men, and in particular women, with respect to sub-
stance abuse and treatment. We do have the wom-
en’s treatment facility and I am hoping that the Gov-
ernment will find it necessary to continue running the 
women’s treatment programme, I am hoping that the 
Government will continue running the men’s treatment 
programme, the transitional living centre, which is an-
other programme that is being run through the De-
partment of Corrections.  

There was no mention at all in the Throne 
Speech about these highly effective and successful 
programmes all designed for two-fold [reasons]. One 
is to assist persons to live a life free of substance 
abuse and that their family and their community can 
be brought together again; and two, all for the purpos-
es of assisting in reducing the risk of persons re-
offending. No mention at all about that. So we can 
have the wonderful Bermuda with all these wonderful 
initiatives for business communities to thrive, but if we 
don’t have the social programmes in place to catch 
those persons that are affected by substance abuse 
and the lot, the businesses are going to leave be-
cause we are not doing anything and doing enough to 
address the social aspect. So I am somewhat con-
cerned about that. 

 But as I have often heard said, the devil is in 
the detail. But the fact that it is absent from the Throne 
Speech is a concern to me.  
 Another issue, Mr. Speaker, which affects 
many, many families, is the whole issue concerning 
the enforcement of child support. And though I heard 
my learned friend, the Attorney General, speak earlier 
this morning concerning (and I am paraphrasing) that 
the enforcement of maintenance, arrears, and so 
forth, is more of an administrative enforcement as-
pect, I beg to differ. And what I would hope that this 
Government would consider is implementing legisla-
tion that will provide a further avenue of enforcing 
child support maintenance.  

When I say child support maintenance orders, 
I am not speaking about maintenance orders made 
just against men; because maintenance orders are 
also made against the women. So what I am hoping 
that this Government will consider is enforcing certain 
legislative enactments designed specifically to help to 
put strength to the court orders for legislation with re-
spect to maintenance orders.  

For example, I mean, perhaps this Govern-
ment will consider the non-issuance of government 
licences to persons that have outstanding mainte-
nance arrears. A person wants to make an application 

 House of Assembly 



76 15 February 2013   Official Hansard Report 
 
for a driver’s licence, registration of their vehicle, a 
peddler’s licence, a fishing licence, whatever, that li-
cence is put on hold subject to them meeting their ob-
ligations pursuant to the court order for paying for their 
child support maintenance.  

In addition to that, I would invite the Govern-
ment to consider a no travel order. And what that 
means is that an individual, rather than just having to 
surrender their passport, because you and I know you 
can go and pay for another passport, like they have in 
certain jurisdictions there are orders where that indi-
vidual is prohibited from traveling (and, of course, 
save from medical emergencies) from that jurisdiction 
until such time as their child maintenance arrears 
have been paid up to date, or they have been com-
plicit with a court order. Again, I am sure it is very frus-
trating for an individual to be striving to make provi-
sions for their child financially when the partner is not 
providing any type of financial contribution, despite 
having been ordered to do so by the court, but gets on 
a plane every other day. That has to be a discour-
agement to that individual. And again, I am speaking 
for any court order against a male or a female.  
 Mr. Speaker, turning also to the issue continu-
ing on the theme of families and children is this whole 
issue concerning the sex offenders register. I am sure 
my learned friend, when he has an opportunity to re-
view a lot (if he hasn’t already done so) of the provi-
sions under the Criminal Code, there is the provision 
for the Ministry of Justice to issue a protocol concern-
ing the disclosure of information of individuals that 
have been convicted of such offences.  

Now, there are two schools of thought. There 
is the United States school of thought which basically 
says name and shame, you can go online and see 
who is who and where they live. The Government of 
the day when we issued the protocol followed the 
United Kingdom protocol. And there were a number of 
reasons behind that, primarily because of the issues 
concerning the victim.  

Oftentimes, despite the fact that we all know 
each other in Bermuda and so forth, having to dis-
close a name of a defendant that has been the perpe-
trator could cause undue hardship on the victim be-
cause they are forced to effectively relive the circum-
stances, people know what their circumstances are, 
they know about the allegations, et cetera. What I 
would like this Government to consider is, in the cir-
cumstances where the victim and/or their parents, 
upon conviction of the defendant, agrees for that per-
son to be named and shamed, then that information is 
made public. Therefore, you will not have a circum-
stance which a victim does not want anyone to know 
the circumstances; they don’t want anyone to know it 
was their uncle, et cetera. Then their anonymity is still 
protected.  

We know that approximately 80 per cent of 
the cases of sexual abuse and predators are happen-
ing by people that are known. It is not somebody walk-

ing in the back of the woods with a trench coat on. It is 
people that are known to the family member, or to the 
victim. So allow the victim to have the choice as to 
whether or not that information should be named and 
shamed. And if the victim is a minor let their immedi-
ate family members make that choice. Again, I submit 
that provides further protection for the victims. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am a self-professed tree hug-
ger. As many people would know there is like a prov-
erb from Native Americans. They basically say that 
they believe that the Earth is our generation’s just to 
borrow, it’s not for us to keep. That obviously means 
that we should be securing it and making sure that we 
provide adequate protection so that generations that 
follow us will have the opportunity to enjoy the Earth 
as we see it. However, again, though I commend— 
 
 [Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Kim N Wilson: Oh okay, thank you Reverend.  

Though I commend the Government for the 
proposal of turning Southlands into a national park, 
and I for one would be one of the first people to go 
down there and visit that, however, I am again a little 
bit disappointed that I see an absence of any other 
type of environmental initiative programmes, legisla-
tive enactments, et cetera, supported within the 
Throne Speech to further provide protection for our 
environment and sustain our environment as we know 
it. 
 Now as I started off, Mr. Speaker, I notice that 
there was heavy emphasis on the issue concerning 
business initiatives, and with that I will also include 
international business. So again, Mr. Speaker, I was 
surprised to see the absence of any commitment from 
this Government to make sure that they take steps to 
ensure that our international reputation, as it relates to 
anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing, 
is addressed. This PLP Government did many, many 
things, passed much legislation, many orders in coun-
cil, et cetera, to ensure that Bermuda was complicit 
with international standings and standards— 
 
An Hon. Member: Compliant. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Compliant. Excuse me, compli-
ant. (Thank you my learned friend.) Compliant with 
international standards to make sure that our reputa-
tion remained intact.  

In fact, as you would probably know, Mr. 
Speaker, in 2014 Bermuda will undergo another eval-
uation from the Financial Action Task Force, FATF, 
and it’s imperative that we make sure that our legisla-
tion and the other factors that have not been previous-
ly been addressed are addressed so that we can get a 
good grade. Because at the end of the day, business 
is not going to want to come to Bermuda if they do not 
think that we have a jurisdiction that is taking steps to 
ensure international standards are held here, particu-
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larly as it relates to money laundering and counter-
terrorism financing. So again, a little bit disappointed 
that I did not see any mention about that, particularly 
when we are dealing with the Throne Speech that had 
such an emphasis on business. 
 Further, Mr. Speaker, the Judicial Complaints 
Authority is something that was proposed as a reply . . 
. and just to provide a little bit of clarity, because I 
think there may be a misunderstanding from what I 
heard this morning in terms of the actual intent of what 
the Judicial Complaints Authority is designed to do. It 
is not an authority designed to allow a litigant to have 
a right of appeal. It is not an authority that . . . it was 
proposed this morning that Members of the Bar Coun-
cil, if you want to complain about an individual or a 
lawyer or so forth, you would go to Bar Council. That 
is correct.  

The Judicial Complaints Authority is an au-
thority that was designed and it was proposed by this 
PLP that individual litigants who may have complaints 
about the way in which their case was handled by a 
member of the judiciary or by a magistrate would have 
an avenue to file a complaint—not an appeal against 
the sentence, the conviction, or the adjudication con-
cerning their legal matter, but against that particular 
magistrate. There may be a magistrate or judge that 
may have acted in a manner that was unbefitting of a 
member of the judiciary, making sexist or racist re-
marks, side bar conversations that are derogatory to 
the litigant. That is the purpose of this.  

Right now we have no avenue. So if an indi-
vidual making an application for an appeal, or if they 
felt that they did not receive proper representation, et 
cetera, from their lawyer, then they can file an applica-
tion to the Bar Disciplinary Committee. Right now 
there is no avenue in this country for a litigant to file a 
complaint against the judge for inappropriate conduct, 
whether in the court or out of court. That is what the 
Judicial Complaints Authority’s purpose serves to 
make, and I would implore this Government to con-
sider strongly that particular Authority. It will go a long 
way toward the administration of justice.  
 The Mental Health Court. I am glad to see this 
in the Throne Speech. Again, there is an expression 
that we use in lawyer’s terms meaning strikingly simi-
lar, which is where things are somewhat the same. 
And you would note, Mr. Speaker, that this was some-
thing that was previously in a PLP Throne Speech 
concerning the Mental Health Court. So I commend 
the Government for taking up something that we did 
not get to complete.  

However, I would implore them to make sure 
that when they are taking steps to put together the 
Mental Health Court that they run it very, very similar 
to the very successful Drug Treatment Court, which 
was the brainchild of a PLP Government, which, 
again, is designed primarily to allow persons that have 
special needs and mental challenges to not be filtered 
through to the criminal justice system but to go 

through another avenue where they receive the requi-
site treatment, receive the on-going support, updates, 
et cetera, so that they are not going back and forth, 
revolving back and forth into the criminal justice sys-
tem. So I am looking forward to that particular initiative 
coming forward, and I certainly will be supporting that. 
 Mr. Speaker, the containment of legal aid 
costs throughout the world has been a challenge. You 
will note that that is something that the Government, I 
noticed, put in their Throne Speech and the Opposi-
tion have put that in our Reply. And this PLP Govern-
ment, you will recall, in August 2011 amended the 
legislation, the Legal Aid Act, so that we could take 
steps to contain the costs of legal aid. I believe last 
year the legal aid budget was extended by almost 
$1.6 million, primarily because we are seeing multiple-
defendant cases and the costs of the same are very, 
very expensive.  

However, what we do not want and what this 
Government, I am certain, will not support—and I cer-
tainly know I will not—is a programme that allows that 
persons that are unable to pay for legal fees do not 
have the proper legal representation that they desire, 
because that would be a huge, huge mistake for our 
justice system. However, I also appreciate that we 
have to contain the costs. One thing that I would sug-
gest that this Government consider is a scheme that is 
very, very similar to other jurisdictions, which is a pro 
bono law scheme. And what do I mean by that?  

Every year lawyers have to go through certain 
steps to receive our practicing certificate and our li-
cence. One consideration could be that individual law-
yers that wish to practice and receive their certificate 
must complete X number of pro bono hours, so that 
they can help to support the legal aid system or, alter-
natively, consideration can be given for putting a nu-
merical value on those hours and that money can be 
paid in upon registration to the legal aid fund.  

Granted, Mr. Speaker, it is not sustainable at 
this time. But you will note that this Government took 
steps in 2011 to try to curtail the costs by making vari-
ous amendments to the Legal Aid Act and, in addition 
to that, at the time when it was discussed we also 
spoke about perhaps limiting legal aid to only criminal 
matters. But, again, I will invite the Government of the 
day to consider perhaps a pro bono scheme, phased 
in, of course, giving lawyers plenty of notice that it is 
coming, but just something to consider with respect to 
the containment of legal aid costs thus not undermin-
ing the importance of legal aid. 
 Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have? 
 
The Speaker: You have nine and a half minutes. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Okay, great. Thank you.  
 Mr. Speaker, just turning quickly to one more 
aspect, and that is with respect to parole and the pa-
rolees in particular.  
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We need to make sure that we do what we 
can to mitigate the risk of parolees re-offending. And 
again, turning to the Throne Speech, and I heard the 
Member from constituency 4, Mrs. Roberts-
Holshouser, make comments concerning the content 
of the Throne Speech in that it is certainly not includ-
ing everything that would be expected, or what they 
would be planning on doing (“they” meaning the Gov-
ernment, excuse me Mr. Speaker) until there is an-
other election.  

I appreciate that, because I have sat on the 
other side and that was something that was bantered 
about in the Senate, and that normally what is con-
tained in the Throne Speech would probably be the 
items that you would wish to undertake within that leg-
islative session. And, granted, I appreciate it is some-
what of a short legislative session, however, I com-
mend the Government because there is a number of 
items that are here that they wish to advance.  

However, again, Mr. Speaker, it is discourag-
ing to me to see that they are putting more emphasis 
in this legislative session on items that will help busi-
ness as opposed to items that will help to undergird 
our societal ills, such as drug treatment and the like, 
and that is what concerns me.  

However, parolees is very, very imperative, 
Mr. Speaker— 
 
[inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, as it relates to pa-
rolees, again, we wish to make sure that we have a 
programme in place to best mitigate the likelihood of 
(a) their reoffending; and (b) their becoming rehabili-
tated. And there is no mention at all in this Throne 
Speech concerning parolees.  

What we as a PLP Government would pro-
pose, and hopefully the Government of the day will 
perhaps consider this, are a number of things. One is 
the introduction of a re-entry court, and unlike my 
learned friend, the Attorney General, who mentioned 
this morning about the bureaucracy that that could 
entail, let me explain what a re-entry court is. What we 
propose is that for individuals that are sentenced to 
parole for a termination sentence of four years or 
higher, those persons, prior to being released on pa-
role, would be required to go back before the sentenc-
ing magistrate or judge so that that person, that 
judge—that member of the judiciary is obviously far 
more familiar with the facts of the case, the mitigating 
factors, et cetera—that judge would help make a de-
termination, based on a number of factors that are 
presented to the parole board now, as to whether or 
not that individual should be eligible for parole.  

In addition, some of those factors would in-
clude whether or not that individual was compliant 
with drug treatment if that is what was ordered, 
whether or not they furthered themselves academical-
ly, et cetera, that way the magistrate and/or the judge 

would have a direct line with that parolee and make 
the determination. I submit to you, Mr. Speaker, that 
the parolees for sentences of four or more years are 
going to have less likelihood and less success snow-
balling a magistrate or a judge, who was the sentenc-
ing judge, than a panel of lay persons that may very 
well be persuaded one way or the other.  

It will also encourage that individual, the pa-
rolee, to have to be forced to have completed any 
type of requisite treatment. In conclusion, with respect 
to this whole issue concerning parolees and making 
sure that they have had an opportunity for us to miti-
gate the risk of them reoffending, is the establishment 
of a review court. A review court, again, would aug-
ment the scheme for the parolees, which would entail 
an individual having to go back before the court once 
a month—very similar to how the successful Drug 
Treatment Court operates—go back before the court 
once a month so that they can be reviewed to see 
whether or not they are being complicit with parole, 
meeting the requirements of the parole that the court 
services officer has required them to do, et cetera. 
Again, it provides more of an accountability. That way 
they are not going back before the Treatment of Of-
fenders Board, again—a panel of lay persons, where 
they could potentially attempt to convince them one 
way or the other. They are going back before a judge 
so they are being reviewed constantly and it provides 
for better accountability. 
 Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, again, imitation is 
the greatest form of flattery. And every time I wear my 
little hat I will remember that. I commend this Gov-
ernment for a number of the items that are in this 
Throne Speech. As I indicated I will end where I start-
ed. I will certainly support them on any initiative that is 
designed to better the lot and improve the lot of Ber-
mudians. But I also will help with this Opposition, and 
hold their feet to the fire. I won’t criticise for the sake 
of criticism, but I will criticise if I think there is some-
thing constructive for me to say. 
 Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Honourable and Learned 
Member.  

Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak?  

And just before the Member begins to speak, I 
would like to take the opportunity to recognise that we 
have in the House former Member of Parliament, Mrs. 
Louise Jackson visiting with us.  

The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Pembroke South West, constituency 20.  

Honourable Member from constituency 20, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  

It is an honour to deliver my maiden speech in 
the House of Assembly. I take great honour being 
here today, Mr. Speaker, and beginning a new chap-
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ter in my life as a Member of Parliament. But I have 
to, please, if you don’t mind, just a prelude by saying 
that I am most grateful for the legacy of the Jackson 
clan and being part of a family that dates all the way 
back to 1887 as public servants. I am sure that there 
are quite a few Jackson spirits walking through the 
hallowed halls of this House of Assembly.  

I also would like to just say that it has been 
quite a challenge to get to this stage in my life. I have 
certainly experienced many of life’s challenges, and it 
has all been in honour and preparation for this day. So 
I feel very ready to take my place within the Jackson 
legacy and fulfil that challenge in life. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I can move on I do need 
to acknowledge my mother, Louise Jackson, former 
Member of Parliament, who, for the past nine years, 
has been Shadow Minister of Health and Seniors. She 
has done a remarkable job, and she has taught me 
much by the way that she has presented herself and 
the business that she has conducted on behalf of the 
people of Bermuda and the passion and the energy 
that she has exuded on a daily basis, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days of the year on behalf of the 
people of Bermuda, and she continues to advocate for 
the people of Bermuda. I can’t think of a better exam-
ple to prepare me for this than my mother, Louise 
Jackson, MBE, JP. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: But Mr. Speaker it doesn’t 
stop there. I have also got to acknowledge my father, 
the late Albert Jackson, CBE, JP, who sat as Presi-
dent of the Senate for some 13 years. It is his wisdom 
and his calm and steady manner that I also bring to 
the table. I know that without these characteristics I 
would not be able to provide the people of Bermuda 
with a well-rounded approach to representing them in 
the manner of carrying on the business of this country. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I move on I would like to 
just make mention of something that the Member be-
fore me had mentioned before she sat down. She 
mentioned a bit about our attention to controlling and 
recognising drugs in Bermuda and what we are doing 
to empower the drug commissions here in Bermuda. I 
just want to let her know that we certainly do recog-
nise that there are weaknesses and right here in the 
Throne Speech it does say, “The Government will ta-
ble the National Drug Commission Act 2013 to ensure 
that the mandate, roles and responsibilities for the 
Department for National Drug Control are clearly set 
out. Additionally, the Government will refine and im-
plement the National Drug Control master plan.”  

So we are going to enable the National Drug 
Control, Department of, and we just want to 
acknowledge that. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech creates a 
plan for us to move forward. I believe that the people 
of Bermuda can feel confident that the Honourable 

Premier, the Cabinet, and civil servants have worked 
hard to pull together the Throne Speech and that this 
plan is going to be a positive and productive plan for 
the people of Bermuda moving forward in this legisla-
tive session. But before we start with the Throne 
Speech and a plan, I believe that it is important to 
have the vision. If you don’t mind, Mr. Speaker, I 
would just like to create, at least in my mind, what that 
vision would be.  

I do feel that we are looking for a Bermuda 
that is populated with individuals who will rise each 
morning with confidence knowing that they have the 
comfort and the stability within their homes to prepare 
a meal and prepare for the day; that they are able to 
care for their children, that they know what their chil-
dren will be learning in school that day, that they will 
be able to feed their children, and that they will know 
where their children are while these other individuals 
(parents, care-givers) are at work. Individuals in Ber-
muda should be able to go to work each day. We 
should be able to greet one another with courtesies. 
We should be able to interact with people whether 
they are tourists or whether they are visiting residents 
of this Island with respect. We should have pride in 
where we live and be cognisant of the fact that there 
is so much that we can learn from one another, that 
when we are at work in our professional capacities 
there is much to learn from others. We should be posi-
tive and open-minded about what we serve to gain 
from visitors and residents that are on this Island, and 
accept whatever positive contributions are made and 
realise that it is for the betterment of this Island as 
individuals and as a community so that we can make 
sure that we are prepared and are active members 
within the global platform. And we should be players 
on the field. 
 There are a number of points within the 
Throne Speech that I certainly take to heart, and I 
would like to make sure that I am active in, as we 
move through the legislative session. But before I get 
to those particulars I do want to thank the constituents 
of Pembroke South West. Before the election I was 
virtually unknown. I was able to go to people’s homes 
and introduce myself, and I found that the constituents 
of number 20 were particularly warm in opening their 
homes to me, and are hospitable. They were able to 
share their concerns and their hopes and their dreams 
with me. I certainly appreciate and thank them for their 
support. Seeing them on Election Day and having the 
opportunity to feel that as a community we were able 
to take a stand and bring about the change that we 
wanted within our constituency was a very powerful 
moment and I am most appreciative for their support.  
 When it comes to the Throne Speech and the 
things that I take to heart I firmly believe that every-
body in Bermuda has a right to be protected. I believe 
that under the Human Rights Act it will be most im-
portant for us to make sure that everyone is repre-
sented. In particular, I have a passion for the young 
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people in Bermuda, and also the seniors. So age dis-
crimination is something that is a passion of mine. I 
want to make sure that both the youth and seniors are 
recognised and protected under the Act.  

When it comes to the youth of Bermuda, I 
recognise and highly support the Throne Speech in-
cluding the Child Development Extension so that we 
will track and keep in touch with children up until the 
age of four years. Mr. Speaker, this is so important. 
Not only does it assist parents who may have children 
that have challenges and/or developmental delays so 
that they have the support that they need up to four 
years of age, at which time the child would then enter 
the school system and continue to have that support. 
But I also believe that with four years the Child Devel-
opment Programme will be able to provide pro-
grammes and assistance to parents so that parents 
will have the skills and the activities and the support 
that they need to prepare our young people for entry 
into the educational system.  

The youth in Bermuda are our most precious 
responsibility. They are our future generation. And 
they matter more to us than any other human beings, 
really, because they are our future and we have to, as 
adults, take care of our little people. So I commend 
the Throne Speech for including an extended period 
of time for child development in Bermuda because it is 
so important that we get it right.  

On the other side of the spectrum, when indi-
viduals reach their golden years, Mr. Speaker, there 
should be an opportunity for us to respect those that 
are reaching their senior years and are looking for the 
comfort and the dignity that they deserve after many 
years of hard work and participation in this communi-
ty. Mr. Speaker, I will be most supportive and an ad-
vocate for the Acts and Regulations under the Resi-
dential [Care] Home[s] and the Nursing Home[s] Reg-
ulations that will be brought to the table this legislative 
session. 
 Another support for the Throne Speech, Mr. 
Speaker, is the idea that there will be programmes to 
assist in securing our neighbourhoods. Pembroke 
South West constituents did mention that safety was a 
concern of theirs. Because of some unexplained 
crimes, including a death in the Constituency, many 
residents have come together to create support for 
security and have installed electronic equipment to 
help them to monitor the goings on and to keep their 
environment as safe as possible. I see that the 
“Neighbourhood Watch 2.0” is going to be an added 
value as an application and accountability system that 
will be provided to the residents so that they will have 
additional information to support and create a more 
secure and protected environment within their neigh-
bourhoods. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just would like to close by say-
ing that I am most appreciative of all that this commu-
nity is doing to make sure that we get it right and put 
things into action. Certainly I am a person of action, 

and I look forward to moving about and carrying on 
the business of the people in Bermuda. I think that if 
there is anything that anyone may be asking in the 
community it is, What can I do to help? Certainly, I 
would like to extend to the people of Bermuda that we 
do need your help. So when it is time to put into action 
the business of the people of Bermuda that our resi-
dents will be willing to take a stand and put into action 
the positive that is being brought to the table. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much Hon. Member 
from constituency 20.  

The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 5. The Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 5 has the Floor. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker I would always try to be kind to, 
particularly the new Members that come to this 
House. One has really got into my soul a little bit, Mr. 
Scott.  
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Scott. I agree with his speech, which was fi-
ne, but the way of his tone was not very good. You 
know, we want to work up here in harmony and be 
cooperative as much as possible. Other than that, I 
think it has been quite . . . even my cousin Michael 
has been very good. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.:  Yes, I am glad to have 
you back, cousin. 
 
[inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Well, yes we can play 
golf. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.:  Mr. Speaker, you know, 
I have been here for about 15 years and have heard 
about 17 or eighteen 18 Throne Speeches. This is the 
first time I have ever heard the Governor thank a for-
mer Premier. I don’t know if that’s the precursor to 
becoming a Dame. I don’t know. But I just thought it 
kind of odd that a Governor would do that. It just 
struck me as being odd. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to concentrate, mainly, 
first on some areas of public works. I think the Hon-
ourable and Learned Member, [Hon.] Trevor [Moniz], 
and I, certainly get on very well, and I am sure that will 
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continue. But what strikes me in the Throne Speech 
was about the extension of Heritage Wharf in Dock-
yard.  

Some statements that have come out in the 
papers would have people think that the Wharf was 
damaged. The Wharf was not damaged. The Wharf 
has to be extended due to the size of ships. In fact, 
the Wharf right now is able to accommodate ships of 
80 tons. The Breakaway that is coming in here would 
be 120 tons. Just like many jurisdictions around the 
world that cater to the cruise ships, the 80 tons, they 
have had to extend their docks.  

But what I am a little concerned about is the 
cost that has been announced. As reported in the pa-
per, and, I think, in the statement that the Minister re-
leased, what has to be done are two mooring struc-
tures, two berthing structures and an 80 foot catwalk. I 
do know, having checked with experts, that these 
berthing and mooring structures cost anywhere from 
$750,000 to $800,000 each. When you add it all up, 
even with the catwalk, that is a big difference in price. 
I really do not know what else they are doing based 
on what they have said before, the announcement 
they have made. 
 Also I think it is quite odd, Mr. Speaker, the 
only expert—the expert, who has the equipment—was 
not even invited to tender. Dennis Correia Construc-
tion, was not invited to make a bid for this job. In fact, 
the equipment that is needed, Mr. Correia already has 
that already in Bermuda. Now with this new construc-
tion company they are going to have to bring it in at a 
cost to the taxpayer. And I know my good cousin, the 
Honourable Bob Richards, . . . you know he and I can 
talk because I am sure he wants to save some mon-
ey. But I think this is a bit high—$22.3 million for four 
structures and a catwalk. It is very, very, very expen-
sive. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say this here: The Public 
Works carried out an investigation on the moorings at 
Dockyard and they found the work to be of good quali-
ty. In fact, it was so good that the docks are designed 
that if the winds are 35 knots then the ship should tie 
up to that dock. Well we had a ship tied up there and 
we had a freak storm there this past year and the 
winds went up to about 65 knots. There was no dam-
age to the docks, none whatsoever, just the ropes 
broke. So that shows you the quality of the work.  

Dennis Correia is recognised worldwide, not 
just in Bermuda. But it is discrimination that he was 
not even offered to tender. And the other question is, 
how many work permits will be needed for this job? 
Because to spend $22.3 million in about three 
months—that is a lot of money to spend out for that 
job, because as it has been announced that that will 
be completed by May 15 (I think it is May 15th, some-
thing like that, I know that it is in May) . . . very, very 
expensive.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, let me say also about the 
roads. Mention was made that the Minister of Public 

Works will be resurfacing ten kilometres of road each 
year. Well, that is a policy that has been in place for 
some time. In fact in the year 2008/09 we resurfaced 
about 12.5 kilometres of road even though the man-
date was ten. And then we decreased it because the 
budget was cut. So I am glad to know that the Minister 
has put that back and maybe Uncle Bob can get him 
some money, some more money to do that.  
 
An Hon. Member: The Honourable. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Honourable Uncle 
Bob Richards.  
 
An Hon. Member: Thank you Michael. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. We are all Hon-
ourable Cousins in here. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Honourable Uncle Mi-
chael. Yes, that is very true.  

So, it is good. In fact also talked was about 
the LED bulbs. They are going to look at that to intro-
duce it for street lighting. In fact, I can inform this 
House that we had done that already. We had done a 
project back in St. George’s where we did the street-
lights in the area in St. George’s in LED bulbs. And 
also Global House. We outfitted the whole Global 
House with LED bulbs, Mr. Speaker. Do you know 
what we are saving Global House? Twenty-two thou-
sand dollars a month. We paid $149,000 for those 
lights and we are saving $22,000 a month.  

There were some complaints that the lights 
were not compliant with the Act. Well the lights were 
put in and completed in July 2009. The Act was 
changed in October or November 2009.  
 
An Hon. Member: What terrible Minister did that? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, what terrible Minis-
ter did that, right?  

But the thing is it came after the fact and they 
said the lights were not compliant. But they were 
compliant, Mr. Speaker. In fact, since that time the 
technology in LED bulbs has increased and improved 
by over 300 per cent. Also, Mr. Speaker, when we did 
the Dame Lois Browne Building we did the whole floor 
in LED bulbs, told no one, I do not think they know 
today. No complaints you know. LED bulbs. It is the 
way to go; it is the way to go.  

Mr. Speaker, when we talk about the land li-
cence, I am a little concerned about that, Mr. Speaker, 
because we have 13,200 acres of land resources in 
Bermuda. Six thousand of those acres are residential. 
In 2007, 37 per cent of the land that was registered 
was foreign owned. At the time we put that legislation 
through, we gave the folks that had not registered 
their land a period of time to register. In fact that [time] 
was even extended. I do not know to what extent, 
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now, though, the 37 [per cent] has become 47 [per 
cent], 42 [per cent] or 43 [per cent]. So we have got to 
be very careful when we say that we are going to re-
lax that law. We put it in place to preserve some land 
for our children and our grandchildren.  

As much as we like to have the money to 
stimulate the economy, we still have got to think of the 
future. That is the reason it was put in place. In fact, 
the land licence requirement has been in place for 
over 30-odd years. No, over 100 years! Before our 
time. So it was not anything new; but it was a lot of 
fronting going on and that is why we had to upgrade 
the law to try to protect our land mass from just going 
astray. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to go briefly on some 
things on the police. You know, a lot has been said 
over the years about St. George’s Police Station. And 
my suggestion to the Honourable Cousin Michael 
Dunkley is why not take St. George’s Police Station 
and let the Reserves man that, the Reserve Con-
stabulary. I think they will be happy to do that, and you 
would have a presence every day and night at that 
police station. Because if you go past that police sta-
tion on a daily basis the door is not open, even though 
I do see police patrolling in St. George’s which is 
great, they are not open. So, I would ask you to take a 
look at having the Police Reserves even use the St. 
George’s Police Station as their headquarters. I think 
it would be certainly welcomed by the people of St. 
George’s.  

I see in the Throne Speech the Honourable 
Premier of the Cannonier Government has said they 
want to change some things, some policies. I would 
just suggest to them that they combine the quangoes, 
WEDCO [West End Development Corporation] and 
BLDC [Bermuda Land Development Corporation], 
combine them. Save some money. They should do 
that and you know I think that is easy to do and you 
could save some money there.  

Also the Procurement Office. I do not know if 
it is still happening, but I know we were paying an 
agency for one employee over $2,000 a day to run the 
Procurement. Now we know we cannot accept that 
and yes it did happen under our watch. I am asking, I 
am asking, that the present Government take a look at 
that immediately. Some things we have to fix right 
away, and that is one of the things that I think we 
should fix right away. 

The Immigration policy, the stipulation that 
came out in the Daily about letting the children of work 
permit holders work during the summer without a work 
permit. Let me say this here. That is a very, very seri-
ous issue. That can make people go to the streets. 
Now, we all know that there are not enough jobs in 
Bermuda in the summertime for our children. In fact, 
when I was in Public Works, Mr. Speaker, I called my 
people in and said, Look, I need X amount of dollars 
because I want to hire 60 children (because the Gov-
ernment had cut back on the programme they had). 

And I said, We have to take some of the children off 
the streets.  

We budgeted for 60, and we had a demand 
for 73. My good PS, Mr. Bobby Horton, and I, we took 
the 73 and we cut some things out to be able to take 
those 73 children off the streets. So when we’re going 
to say now that we are going to let the children of res-
idents, non-Bermudians, get a job in the summer time 
without a work permit, I think that is a very serious 
issue. I would advise the Government strongly not to 
do that. Do not—I repeat, do not—go down that street 
because that, I mean, that is a no-no.  

Mr. Speaker, this situation of government em-
ployees that turn 65 being retired. I think that is appal-
ling. In the UK there is no age when you retire. In fact, 
in many countries they are raising the age. Some 
have gone up to 70. For many reasons, one being 
because of the pension funds. The people are living 
longer. When we are going to let that decision be the 
responsibility of just one person, that is not democra-
cy. As it stands now, if a civil servant who reaches the 
age of 65 wants to stay on and is able, because of 
their health and performance, they go to one person 
and that person makes the decision. That is not de-
mocracy.  

I am asking for this Government . . . that is 
something we need to fix immediately. We cannot 
throw that type of talent out on the streets. Before 
long, because we have not made enough children out 
here . . . and I am telling you, in about 10 or 15 years’ 
time you are going to be asking people 65-plus to stay 
on, to work, because we do not have the workers to 
replace them. Just look at the statistics, it is not there. 

Mr. Speaker, also with the pensions, when 
you have employers that are deducting monies from 
workers for pensions and not turning it in to the gov-
ernment agency, that, to me, is a cardinal sin. That is 
a criminal offence and it should be treated as such. I 
do know of some folks that have gone to get their 
pension only to be told, No money has been paid in 
for you. I know the Government put out a platform, 
and I do not expect them to address everything they 
put in that platform, no government can do that in the 
first year. But there are some things that need to be 
addressed immediately and that is one of them.  

We cannot allow our people to continue to 
take people’s money and not pay it in. It is stealing! 
And they do not have any pension when they get to 
65. So what they get . . . they will get the non-
contributory pension which is very low compared to 
one who could get I think the maximum right now may 
be about $1,200 or $1,300 a year [sic]. 

So, Mr. Speaker 
 

An Hon. Member: A month. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: A month, yes, I am sor-
ry, a month, yes cousin.  
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So that is something that I would hope that 
the Government will take care of right away.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me just go back to the cost of 
that dock. You know, back in 2008 we were trying to 
get ready for the cruise ships, the two cruise ships 
coming to Dockyard. You know we had the Cockburn 
Bridge which is one-way, and we needed two-way 
traffic because of the increased volume of bodies and 
traffic that would be traveling those roads. The engi-
neers brought a plan in to me to put a bridge over 
Cockburn, all this steel going across there. I said, My 
God, what’s that there? And so I did not like the looks 
of it, and I asked them what it was going to cost.  

They said well probably around $8 million. I 
said we are not going to do it; we are not going to do 
that bridge. And I got someone else to do another 
bridge. In fact it was Dennis Correria who did the 
bridge. He did a replica of what we had that was there 
already. And he had a certain amount of time to get it 
ready and the bridge was done for under $1 million, a 
savings of $7 million Mr. Speaker.  
 Also, in the Throne Speech it talks about the 
review of the Causeway Bridge. That is fine, if you can 
review it with the intentions of putting some money in 
the budget to start a new bridge this year. But I do not 
think that is going to be the case because the new 
Government has pledged to cut the Budget $500 mil-
lion over the five-year period. The bridge, about a year 
or two ago, two years ago at least, had a price tag of 
$100 million dollars. Now, there is not much you can 
do differently as far as design with what has already 
been done.  

I am not totally in favour of a bridge, but I think 
that is going to be the answer. Even if you put a 
bridge down there and you get the high winds you still 
have to close the bridge because of the high winds, 
you are going to be up higher. I really believe that . . . 
well, one of the problems down at the Causeway is 
that the water cannot get through fast enough. It was 
my thought that if we opened up a hundred yards and 
do a bridge of a hundred yards so the water can flow 
through, you would not have that problem and it would 
cost considerably less.  

I really do not think . . . and I am a layman 
talking. I think Mr. Bromley from Somerset, he was an 
engineer, wrote a letter to the editor some years ago. I 
am not going to say he supported my idea, I support-
ed his idea. I think that was one of his ideas that that 
was what we should do. And I think that $100 million 
is in league to spend, because the only problem is 
getting water through that bridge.  

Just like what filled up the dock down in the 
airport area, we could do the same thing in some are-
as of the bridge, plus open it up about a hundred 
yards and your water will flow. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me talk about gangs. The 
Honourable Opposition Leader was correct when he 
said that the Government House has been (I am par-
aphrasing now) has been slow to move on this here. 

Because it was in 2006 the then Premier, along with 
the Minister for Labour and Home Affairs, who is re-
sponsible for the budget of the Police, went to the 
Governor and made a request to bring in the Giuliani 
Group to help us out with gangs. And that is before we 
had anybody being shot there.  

The Governor told him, we could not have 
that; we could not have somebody from the USA com-
ing into British Territory to do this here. He again went 
in 2008 and was told no by [Governor] Gozney. But 
Mr. Speaker, you know, what amazed me? In 2010 
the Prime Minister of England, Prime Minister Camer-
on, said, I am going to the US. But then he . . .  be-
cause when I saw that, I said, I have to cut that out, 
man. What did he say? Cameron, said “Prime Minis-
ter” 
 May I, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes you may Hon. Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: “Prime Minister David 
Cameron said [Thursday] that Britain would look to the 
United States for solutions to gang violence . . .” We 
could not do it as a colony, and the mother country is 
going there to get assistance. Strange.  

Strange.  
We should have done it then. Well, I need not 

say any more.  
 And labour relations, Mr. Speaker, something 
that is always dear to my heart. I would ask the Minis-
ter for Municipalities to give advice to the Corporation 
of Hamilton to afford the people, the white collar 
workers at the Corporation of Hamilton, their constitu-
tional and human right to belong to a union and rec-
ognise that Bermuda Public Services Union. That is 
their right. Even top Civil Servants, PS’s [Permanent 
Secretaries] in this country, belong to a union. They 
belong to a union, even the Governor’s wage is nego-
tiated by the Bermuda Public Services Union. And that 
should not be an issue with us during these times.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, there has been an injunc-
tion that was taken out against my union, the Bermu-
da Industrial Union—one of the greatest unions in the 
world. And it was sent to the union, this injunction, and 
I have not shared it with cousin the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mark Pettingill, but on this here the 
sender says, “Take Notice that if you disobey this or-
der you may be in contempt of court and liable to be 
sentenced to prison.” This was coming from a civil 
servant to the Bermuda Industrial Union.  

Also on Wednesday, this week, sent out a 
memo. And if I may, Mr. Speaker, please let me read 
this 
 
The Speaker: Yes, carry on, carry on. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It says, “On Friday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2013, following an irregular industrial action 
by BIU employees, the Attorney General’s Chambers 
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made a successful ex parte application to the courts 
for the Bermuda Post Office to become an essential 
service.”  What nonsense have we here?  

The courts do not make law. Laws are made 
up here. The postal loading and unloading is an es-
sential service. It is in the legislation. The courts do 
not do that.  

It goes on to say, “Please also be aware that 
the order contains an important penal clause to the 
effect that any employee in violation of the order will 
be in contempt of court and liable to a term of impris-
onment.” And it says, “All employees are encouraged 
to seek the appropriate legal counsel prior to engag-
ing in any future industrial action.”  

I would certainly pass this on to the Attorney 
General. Hopefully they can set that civil servant right, 
because one thing that we do not want to be doing is 
sending out this type of correspondence to any union. 
Everybody has a right to do what they have to do. And 
you do not threaten us like that; certainly you do not 
threaten my union like that. That is not the way, that is 
not the way we go, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in this Throne Speech 
 
The Speaker: You have got about five minutes left, 
Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, you are so kind.  

It talks about the sick . . . What do we call it? 
Day care?  
 
The Speaker: Indigent Clinic? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, not that one. Oh, 
the FutureCare. 
 
The Speaker: FutureCare. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It talks about how we 
want everyone to pay the same, basically. I am just 
paraphrasing. Well there are two rates there right 
now. One is $300 (maybe three hundred some dol-
lars) and one is about $635.  

I am very familiar with this here, because I 
remember when this came to Cabinet and the actuary 
told us that the rate should be even higher than the 
$600 at that time. You probably remember. I said we 
cannot charge those people that. And we agreed. But 
then I said how about the hotel worker, that single la-
dy, in particular, those people who are only guaran-
teed 39 weeks [of work] a year. They cannot afford 
that $600. Those same hotel workers that, for the last 
four years—you know just as well as I do—have had a 
pay freeze in order to keep the hotel going and to 
keep everything viable, and that is where that lower 
rate came in.  

Now, is the Government saying, Okay, we are 
going to take that lower rate and you are going to 

have to pay the $600 plus? Or what? I do not know 
which one they are referring to. I do not think they 
mean that everybody will pay the lower rate because 
the rate right now is underfunded, the Government 
has to fund it. So I would ask for that disparity to be in 
there for those particular workers, those domestic 
people. Right? It has got to be there.  

I think one thing that the Government did not 
speak about, and I think this is something that needs 
urgent attention, is the disparity of income between 
black and white. It just widens. Yes, it widened under 
us too. We need to arrest that, because that does not 
happen in Government, it does not happen in union-
ised shops, because the rates are set. It happens in 
the private sector.  

We all know there are some good employers 
in the private sector. I would tend to think most of 
them are good. But there are some that pay different. I 
know of a case where there was this Bermudian lady, 
CPA, she and a young fellow CPA were working to-
gether. She was eminently qualified; she was a bright, 
bright, bright, bright lady. But she found out that they 
were paying this young fellow, this other fellow, about 
$50,000 more than her, plus housing. Obviously she 
could not stay there, she left. But these things occur in 
Bermuda, they occur. I think these things have to be 
addressed. They have got to be addressed, Mr. 
Speaker. And they have got to be addressed soon.  

Term limits, I think that is something that was . 
. . I was the one . . . in fact, I was the Minister at the 
time when the international business sector came to 
me about their concerns about term limits. They came 
to me with some legal opinions. And I said to them, 
“Look, you go to London, you get a QC that specialis-
es in Immigration Law and bring him back to me.” I 
know that was expensive, but they did.  They came 
back, and it’s quite clear . . . oh, and do not let me 
forget this part. When they came back, I read it. I said 
to them, “Look” (because I think about my cousin Saul 
Froomkin, I wanted him to make some money too) “I 
am not satisfied. Take it to Cousin Saul and let him 
look at it for me.” And they took it!  

I know they must have been cursing me under 
their breath, and that is okay. I probably deserved 
that, right? But they did it. And we had about maybe 
four or five labour opinions.  

These guys, the QCs in London, they special-
ise in Human . . . what is it called? European Human 
Rights Law and Immigration Law. They said, “There is 
nobody, not even in Britain that can make you give 
anybody status because they have been in your coun-
try 20 years.” So you will see that in January 2007, the 
best Permanent Secretary the Government has ever 
had, Bobby Horton, made a statement. He said that 
term limits were put in place to control the population. 
That is what they are put there for. The work limits are 
what we have a problem with.  

I really believe that if you give a foreigner a 
work permit for say eight years, then you have Ber-
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mudians come back home that are qualified, not only 
with the paper, but with the experience, having 
worked overseas, I think the Minister should be able 
to call, to reserve the right, to ask that permit to be 
put, that job to be re-advertised. 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, I know my 
time . . . I thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much Honourable 
Member.  

The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 1. The Hon. Member from 
constituency 1 has the floor. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Good evening Mr. 
Speaker. I would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate yourself on the position that you now hold in 
this House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I would also like to 
say congratulations to all of the new Members of this 
Honourable House.  

At this stage I must also acknowledge my 
mother and my wife for supporting me through this 
journey to get to this Honourable House. I would like 
to pass on a word of appreciation to the municipal 
voters of constituency number 1 for affording me this 
honour, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I have listened here this afternoon, I heard 
many people talking about our young people who 
have gone astray. I find this so amusing, and I am 
going to make this point. For years, when I was 
speaking, people thought I had a hole in my head. I 
had the opportunity a few months ago to be invited to 
speak at a forum. And I asked a question: If I had 10 
tins of paint and they were all black and I poured them 
into a bucket, and I then put those 10 tins of paint 
back into the original cans, what colour would I have? 
Everyone went silent. So I repeated the question, and 
a lady answered “Black.”  

The moral of the story was, I mentor in a few 
of our correctional institutions. So if you are taking 
young people, all with similar challenges, and putting 
them into the same environment you are going to end 
up with the same behavioural patterns. You may all be 
aware that about a month ago they rounded up a little 
ring of six people. Three were from this neighbour-
hood, and three were from another neighbourhood. 
So what they were doing, the three from that neigh-
bourhood were going to this neighbourhood, and the 
other three were going to the neighbourhood where 
they were not known. I constantly hear about punish-
ing people. I do not speak about rehabilitation; I speak 
about elimination. Because when you eliminate the 

negative behaviour you will rehabilitate people auto-
matically. 
 The Honourable Minister has afforded me the 
opportunity, coming along the way, to visit a few of the 
halfway houses that we are basically talking about 
today. I believe that the One Bermuda Alliance has 
many plans that we will introduce to put this country 
back on track. I believe that when you keep telling 
young people they are a lost generation they will act 
out in a manner to show you that they are not lost. If 
they are lost and they are wreaking havoc within our 
society, I would hate to think what would happen 
should they be found.  

So what I am saying to us as adults . . . and 
people hear me make this comment when I say that 
adults create and children imitate. Well today every-
one here has been very respectful of one another’s 
presentation. I am just hopeful that this will continue in 
the time and the duration that I am here in this House. 
I will listen, I will observe; I will make my comments 
when I believe they are appropriate.  

I would like to deal with the St. George’s Po-
lice Station. The Honourable Minister of Public Safety, 
Member Davis, and myself, with a group of police of-
ficers had a meeting and we have determined that we, 
the One Bermuda Alliance, are committed to having 
the police station in St. George’s fully manned. That is 
a commitment that we, as the One Bermuda Alliance, 
have made to the community of St. George’s. As the 
Representative I will guarantee you, Mr. Speaker, that 
this is something that will be taken to fruition. Take it 
from me. And the Honourable Minister has my respect 
and I am just hoping that he and I can go from 
strength to strength. 

I listen to Minister Burgess making statements 
about the Causeway. I can recall last year in July 
when I made a statement and asked the question, 
What would people’s disposition [be] to a toll at the 
Causeway? and everybody just went totally ballistic, 
Mr. Speaker. It was only an idea. But I am saying, as 
a St. Georgian, it is very irritating that every time the 
wind is expected to get up— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: It is this Member’s first speech, please.  
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: It is either get back 
to St. George’s or stay in St. George’s.  

I appreciate what you have just done, Mr. 
Speaker. However, you must remember, I have an-
other turn too. See? So, you know, not a problem. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on member. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: We are also in the 
process are reopening the golf course, Mr. President 
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[sic]. So a number of the policies that were talked 
about in the One Bermuda Alliance Throne Speech, 
we (MP Davis and myself, with the Minister and a few 
of our members), are working very diligently to get 
nine of the golf course holes operating. We have 
made a commitment to the town of St. George’s and 
to the community of St. George’s that we will no long-
er repeat the forgotten Parish of Bermuda.  

As I stated earlier, Mr. President [sic], and 
they thought that I may— 
 
The Speaker: Not the president, yet. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Speaker! Well  
 
The Speaker: Soon come! 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I sat in another 
place for a period of time, so I got so much in the habit 
of saying Mr. President. So, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It is all right Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Would you like to be 
Mr. President? 
 
The Speaker: It is all right Honourable Member. Mr. 
Speaker is fine. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: All I have to say 
today is, once again, it is an honour to be here, and I 
will guarantee the people who put their faith in me that 
they will know that they have a Representative in the 
House of Parliament.  

You have heard them speak about us being a 
ghost town for a long time. I believe that we were a 
ghost town because we did not have anyone standing 
up and speaking and representing the issues that 
were facing the town of St. George’s.  

Mr. Speaker, and Honourable Members, I say 
to you today that you will know that St. George’s is 
alive and kicking. 
 Thank you sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much Honourable 
Member. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Is there any other Member who would 
care to speak?  

I am recognising the Honourable Minister from 
constituency 23. The Honourable Minister of Health 
and Service and Seniors.  

Minister Gordon-Pamplin you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

 Mr. Speaker, again, I would like to echo the 
congratulatory comments that have come today from 
Members of this side to yourself, and actually Mem-
bers of the House to yourself on your assuming the 
position which you now hold. You can be assured, Mr. 
Speaker, that as Members of this Government you 
can rely on our support so that the operation of this 
Honourable House is done in decency and in order. 
 Mr. Speaker, once again, the people of con-
stituency 23, Paget West, have placed their confi-
dence in me to allow me and to return me to this Hon-
ourable House to represent their interests in particu-
lar, and in general, the interests of the people of Ber-
muda.  
 Mr. Speaker, I can also say to you that a 
breath of fresh air has been breathed today by the 
response, the Reply to the Throne Speech. It is a 
breath of fresh air to hear the level of commitment. It 
is a breath of fresh air to hear from speakers of the 
Opposition say that there will be a renewed spirit of 
cooperation in order that the people’s work can be 
done in a collaborative manner. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair 19:08:49] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, as you take your seat on the Throne I just 
have to acknowledge that. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, if we indeed are to 
experience a new day in politics under the guise of the 
urgency of now, the idea of a renewed commitment to 
cooperation is more than welcomed. I know that over 
the course of the past 14 years this Honourable 
House has almost been paralysed with inertia, and for 
no other reason than that we were the Opposition. 
When I hear that good ideas will be applauded and 
supported by the other side, and also that their rec-
ommendations for legislation will also be embraced by 
this side of the House, the only beneficiary of that 
would be the people of Bermuda. I look forward to that 
spirit of cooperation, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I think it is important 
to state at this juncture that if there is a criticism that 
needs to be levied on the One Bermuda Alliance 
Government, it is our exuberance in understanding 
the magnitude of the task that we had at hand, that we 
knew we had to hit the ground running. Perhaps we 
have jumped out on issues that maybe the Opposition 
might question, but I believe that the actions that we 
have taken thus far have, to most intents and purpos-
es, been embraced by the people of Bermuda. I cer-
tainly hope that we continue to be able to advance the 
ideas and the legislative agenda that will help to im-
prove the lot of every single resident of this country. 
 I want to speak, though, specifically to the 
issue of the Immigration Department, and to speak to 
the issue that . . . one would know that I am the moth-
er of two Bermudian young men—two black Bermudi-
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an men. You can be assured, Madam Deputy Speak-
er, that I would not sit around the table with my col-
leagues to enable policies to be implemented that are 
likely to be to the detriment of those two boys, in par-
ticular, or the young men of our community—
everybody’s children. We embrace them all as being 
ours. So that is a commitment that you will get from 
this side of the House.  

I think it is important to state that many of the 
foreign population that we have here did not arrive 
either on December 17th—which has given such rise 
to challenges that we heard in the highways and by-
ways and in the public arena. They did not just arrive 
on the 17th of December. What happened was that 
many of them, [who] were already here, were here 
based on work permit policies that were in place. It is 
because of that, and because of the issue of the sen-
sitivity of foreign employment, that we had to engage 
a robust review of the work permit policy—not the 
term limit policy, because one had nothing to do with 
the other—but the work permit policy that particularly 
requires an active application process before permits 
are actually going to be issued. As such, our Bermu-
dian people will benefit from that degree of scrutiny 
and that robust approach towards the work permit is-
sue.  
 It is important, though, to note, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker, that while we are fully protective as a 
Government as to the employment opportunities of 
our people, it is important for us to recognise that we 
too have a responsibility. The responsibility that be-
falls us is one that ensures that not just education is 
gleaned but also that the skillset that is required for 
the job that is advertised is obtained. I think that we 
have to take the personal commitment in order to en-
sure that that is done.  

I think there is an attitude at times, which is 
incorrectly stated, that just because we are Bermudian 
we need to be able to be given priority in our country. 
That, perhaps, is one part of the equation; but the full 
equation is to know that we have to take it upon our-
selves to be fully qualified and equipped for the posi-
tions for which we apply so that there is no excuse, 
that no employer can say that they can actually cir-
cumvent the rules and regulations that surround the 
work permit policy. I think that is very important to 
state. 
 You know, it is interesting because I heard an 
Honourable Member speak earlier to the situation of 
succession planning in work permit environments. 
One of the first things that I was required to do as the 
Minister of Health was, in fact, approve the contract 
for the new Chief of Staff of the Hospital. In so doing, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, it was incumbent upon me 
as a Representative of this Government, and to es-
pouse the policies that we say that we stand for, to be 
able to put it in practice. One of the first things that I 
did was to ensure that the new Chief of Staff (who is 
coming) had as a part of his contract of employment, 

that a Bermudian has to be identified and trained to be 
able to take over the position of Chief of Staff at the 
Hospital within the three-year timeframe of the curren-
cy of his contract.  

I think that that was very important because 
that was a condition that was stated with the previous 
Chief of Staff—it never happened. So we ended up 
having to find an interim, who happened to be Bermu-
dian, albeit he has lived abroad. But now this is a 
condition and a term that is included in the contract 
that has been signed. That is very important to us. If 
that attitude permeates throughout the manner in 
which this Government operates, then I believe that 
our people will have a fair shot at jobs to which they 
are rightly entitled based on experience, based on 
ability and based on skillsets.  
 I wanted to also mention very briefly that the 
Honourable Member (yourself, Madam Deputy 
Speaker), had for the entirety of the prior stint of time 
that you were in this Honourable House, virtually 
begged for the creation of, the implementation of, a 
paedophile and sexual predator register.  You know, it 
was never done. So I am happy to see the Opposi-
tion’s commitment to supporting the fact that this will 
now be done by the OBA Government. I believe that 
our children deserve to be protected, and it is our re-
sponsibility as legislators to ensure that those protec-
tions are put in place by ensuring that the public 
knows when there are vulnerabilities that might un-
dermine the protections that our children deserve to 
have.  
 Let me just speak, very briefly, also to our 
commitment in the Throne Speech about working with 
banking. You know, Madam Deputy Speaker, we ab-
hor predatory lending practices. I will give you a very 
quick example of a personal experience, and that is 
having taken a home equity line of credit for an 
amount of money to do some renovations and having 
paid that balance down to a reasonable, manageable 
sum. On a monthly basis there is automatic interest 
being charged to my bank account for the cost of the 
outstanding balance interest.  

It was interesting that just towards the third 
week in January, I just happened to look at my bank 
statement and I saw that the amount of interest that 
was charged was significantly higher than that which I 
would normally have paid. So I calculated it, and I 
thought, This is like 16 or 17 per cent, this cannot be 
right. Somebody has made a mistake. So I called the 
bank and I said, Can you please explain to me what 
has happened. And what they said to me was, Actual-
ly, the contract for your line of credit was up on the 
16th of November, and at that date the rate of the out-
standing balance changed from 5.5 per cent to 16.75 
per cent—16.75 per cent.  

Well you can imagine, I paid off the balance 
immediately. I do not have 16.75 per cent worth of 
urgency, but it was really a matter of convenience to 
keep the facility open. But there was no advance noti-
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fication. These are the types of underlying things that 
can happen—where people are unaware. It just hap-
pened that I was able to look at it, be able to calculate 
it and recognise that something was not right. But 
when I called, I said, you know, Who is your supervi-
sor because I need somebody to tell me, because I 
am not paying 16.75 per cent! We arranged, we sort 
of had the discussion backwards and forwards and 
finally the resolution was . . . because they never ad-
vised that facility was coming up for either renewal or 
for termination. They never advised that the interest 
rate was going to be increased, and I believe they felt 
they had a moral duty to credit me back with the dif-
ference of the interest between 5.5 and 16.75 per 
cent. Now that was done, and I was satisfied with that.  

But how many of our people do not realise to 
look at their statements, to understand those types of 
charges that they are being subjected to inadvertently 
because nobody bothered to say as of next week or 
as of next month this facility has come to an end. It 
was immediately that I sent a note to the Honourable 
Finance Minister to say we have got to do something 
about this because this is a predatory lending prac-
tice. In a tight economic environment it is unaccepta-
ble for such things to be lorded upon our people un-
knowingly and unwittingly. It is unacceptable.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, my position, for 
which I thank the Honourable Premier in embracing 
me and including me in his Cabinet, is that of the Min-
ister of Health and Seniors. It would be remiss of me if 
I did not take advantage of this opportunity to give a 
special thank you to former Member of this Honoura-
ble House, Louise Jackson, who has been not just my 
mentor, but who has, in fact, given me invaluable ad-
vice in carrying out the roles and responsibilities of the 
Ministry with which I have been charged. 

We have four basic areas that have been 
brought up in the Throne Speech. I will just speak very 
briefly to each of them.  

Firstly, it is the reopening of the medical clinic. 
Now, you would be aware, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
that there was a medical clinic in existence which was 
closed some five or six years ago. What is interesting 
is that in the interim period between the closure of the 
hospital and now, many of the clients who were able 
to utilise those services have had no medical care—
that is no medical care—because they do not have 
the money to be able to afford it.  

The idea that these clients would be absorbed 
in regular doctors’ medical practices, which was the 
intent, was perhaps a laudable one if they thought that 
closing the clinic was going to achieve that goal. But it 
has not done it. Therefore, whereas we insist on peo-
ple operating with a spirit of dignity, we find that they 
were being treated in not such a dignified manner by 
trying to be embraced in the normal practices of prac-
ticing physicians. That was unfortunate.  

So, in order to satisfy their health needs peo-
ple were going to the emergency department of the 

Hospital. You can imagine the exponential rise in the 
cost of healthcare that resulted from the over-
utilisation of the emergency services at the hospital. If 
one looks at that phenomenon, and if one also looks 
at the contracting economy and the lack of money that 
we have in the kitty, it does not take long to realise 
that if people continue to use the more expensive ser-
vices at the emergency department of the hospital, it 
is going to bankrupt us before long.  

We had to do something that ensured that our 
people got the medical attention and care that they 
deserve, and that such was their ability to do so and 
they should not be precluded from having good 
healthcare because they did not have the money to 
pay for it. So we are going to reopen that medical clin-
ic. The logistics are in place.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Shadow Minister says it is a sad day that this Honour-
able Government is attempting to ensure that our 
people have healthcare. That is a sad indictment on 
an attitude that caused people to not have healthcare. 
That is really unfortunate, Madam Deputy Speaker.  

But let me just say, let me just say that com-
bined with the reopening of this clinic will be a compo-
nent of wellness so that we look at prevention rather 
than cure at the back end. We have so many people 
who, historically, had jobs and they had insurance 
coverage at their jobs. Now they have no jobs. They 
have no insurance coverage. They have no money to 
go to the doctor. And the Honourable Shadow Minister 
is quite happy to say it is a sad day that we are look-
ing out for those people who cannot afford healthcare.  

Trust me. I am passionate about this. I am 
passionate about it because I have seen what used to 
happen when there was an attitude of maltreatment of 
indigent people. The way that clinic started out way 
back when it started in the mid-60s was wrong. But 
you know if we look, and if we were honest, we would 
be able to recognise and accept that from the time 
that a decision was made to turn that facility into 
something that was dignified, something that provided 
service, and something that people could attend and 
know that their needs were being met . . . that was the 
facility that ended up being closed. Not the one that 
existed at the very beginning.  

It was interesting that the number of people, if 
I could share with you the telephone calls that I have 
had, with people saying, Thank you, thank you, thank 
you for your Government reopening that clinic. That 
applause is coming from the doctors, from nurses who 
man the facility. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: From doctors, 
from nurses who man the facility, to the patients who 
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use the facility, because they know that people are 
now going to be able to be treated.  

But it is the wellness component with which 
they are really particularly excited. If it is only a purely 
financial situation where doctors are saying, Yeah go 
ahead and go to the clinic so you don’t have to come 
to me, then all I can say is that if we are treating peo-
ple in a dignified environment and giving them the 
care that they deserve, then I applaud them for saying 
to me, Thank you for reopening that clinic.  

I do not apologise for looking out for the wel-
fare of people who might otherwise not have access 
to healthcare other than the utilisation of the expen-
sive facilities that exist in the emergency department 
of the hospital. 
 Let me also say that one of the things that we 
want to ensure is that we have a robust agenda to 
protect our seniors. As such, we have embodied a 
Seniors Advisory Council, which is a non-regulatory 
government body, but it is going to be chaired by 
Claudette Fleming, who, as most people know, is per-
haps one of the foremost advocates for seniors next 
to, I would say, perhaps, Louise Jackson, the former 
Honourable Member.  
 We also mentioned in our Throne Speech that 
we want to ensure that FutureCare had an element of 
fairness. That people who signed up a year later are 
not financially disadvantaged against those who 
signed up the year before to be able to get the very 
same services. We had two tranches (and now it is 
three) of intake into the FutureCare arena, and we 
note that, historically, FutureCare as a fund in and of 
itself was actually running at a bit of a profit because 
there is an age subsidy that gets paid to the hospital. 
Without going into the mechanics of how it actually 
works, a lot of the charges that are incurred in the 
hospital by FutureCare patients are actually paid out 
of the hospital subsidy. Therefore, there is a positive 
experience that is coming in terms of the money. But 
what happens with the money is that it has been taken 
from HIP and from GEHI to make sure that their funds 
balance because FutureCare had the better of the 
cash flow as a result.  

One of the things that was important is that 
we cannot treat our people unfairly. We have to en-
sure that a system is in place to ensure that the pre-
mium that is charged for FutureCare is fair and just 
across the entire population of those clients who uti-
lise that particular service. I am now in the process . . . 
as a matter of fact I have gotten the preliminary drafts 
today of the actuarial analyses that would enable that 
to be able to occur at a rate that is affordable, be-
cause the mantra of these particular programmes is to 
provide affordable healthcare.  

We want to have a premium that is affordable 
without the programme bankrupting the government at 
the back end. Medical costs are expensive. There is 
just no question about it. So we are looking forward to 
that balancing of the premium. 

 The other thing we mentioned in the Throne 
Speech was the provision of prescription drugs, pre-
scription medication. That there would be a generic 
component as a priority, and if a doctor decides that a 
named brand is preferred for his client, then he would 
be able to prescribe the named brand. However, ge-
neric prescriptions are less expensive. I think because 
of the lack of full education of the benefits, or the 
equal ranking of the named prescription brand and the 
generics, because of that lack of education, a lot of 
people do not feel comfortable. They say, You’re not 
going to give me any generic. A lot of people do not 
know that the ingredients in most of the generics are 
exactly the same as those in the named products. 
Some of the differences are that in the named prod-
ucts they still have patents that are outstanding and 
[with] the generics, invariably the patents have ex-
pired. Because of that . . . it is the education process 
so that people can understand that it is okay to have a 
generic.  

I had a prescription two days ago that was 
filled, it was $216. I thought, Good Lord, can I get the 
generic? 
 
An Hon. Member: I will write it up next time. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And the Honoura-
ble Member has volunteered to write it up for me next 
time, and I am sure he will. I will tell you, I will tell you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That is an area 
that, I believe, that there can be cost savings because 
we want to provide quality health care but we do not 
necessarily have to do every single thing we do at the 
absolute top dollar value.  

The other item that we had included in the 
Throne Speech was for rest home standards. I do not 
know that there is any one of us who has, or who 
does not know, a relative who is having care with spe-
cial nursing home facilities. There is nothing worse 
than to go to a nursing home and find that the stand-
ard of care is subpar, or that the condition of the home 
leaves something to be desired.  

I believe that it is up to this Government to 
ensure that in order to protect the health, the safety, 
as well as the dignity of our seniors, that we have to 
make sure that the standards that are maintained 
within every single nursing home are appropriate and 
that we will meet international standards in that re-
gard. 

One other thing that I am really quite proud of, 
I can say, is that we have made a determination that 
we will open a registry (not a registry in terms of any-
body being able to have a look in, but more a data-
base) which will highlight those of our population 
which have special needs. We will be able to trace our 
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special needs people from very early all the way 
through until they no longer require services.  

The reason for that is that in order for us to ef-
fectively deploy our financial situation, it is important 
for us to make sure that resources are put in the right 
place for the right reasons and for the right people. 
The only way we will know it is if we have the data-
base, if we have the information. And we will have that 
registry, that database, being implemented so that the 
Ministry will be able to determine how best to serve 
the people of this country. 

We heard a little earlier about the phenome-
non of gangs and gang violence, which is something 
that has overtaken our country in a manner which is 
unacceptable to every single one of us. None of us 
wants to see our community deteriorate to the extent 
that we are seeing some of the anti-social behaviour 
happening around the highways and byways.  

Our Ministry is part of a cross-ministry initia-
tive with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of 
National Safety, so that we can come together and 
that we can iron out those challenges, those chal-
lenged young people, that they can be identified—
those who might be vulnerable. We can identify them 
at a very early age and make the necessary . . . and 
this is also includes the Ministry of Family Services, 
the Honourable Wayne Scott’s Ministry, it may be 
called something different, but that is the concept. We 
are working together to ensure that the proper inter-
ventions are made at as early a time in a vulnerable 
person’s existence, and that we are able to track this 
and that we are able to put everything that is in place 
in order to produce a healthy, wholesome child; a 
healthy, wholesome student; and a healthy, whole-
some family. These are the things that this Govern-
ment has started literally on day one because we rec-
ognise that where there are vulnerabilities in the 
community, where there are exposures by our young 
people, that those vulnerabilities will be exploited. We 
have a responsibility to ensure that those protections 
exist and that those interventions occur as early as 
possible. 

We are looking out for all of our people, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, and I do believe that the lives of 
every person in Bermuda will be made better through 
the offer of mutual cooperation. Hopefully our process 
will mature sufficiently, so that, ultimately, we can 
work with joint committees so that we can work to-
gether on legislative issues and iron out kinks [so that] 
by the time those issues come to the Floor of this 
Honourable House we already have the bipartisan 
support, that we do not have any sort of rancour and 
negative bantering that has historically been a part of 
the confrontational Westminster process under which 
we operate.  

What I can say is that I am applauding the 
Leader of the Opposition for the offer of the spirit of 
cooperation. I applaud the Members who have em-
braced the concept of cooperation because I think that 

is what will get us going down the right path to have 
the best output for the benefit for all the people of 
Bermuda.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, on December 17th 
this Government was given the privilege of serving the 
people of Bermuda. It is in that spirit of service that 
our Cabinet and our Government intend to move for-
ward to provide for each and every one of us the best 
that we are capable of doing, within the means that 
we have, to produce those types of results. And we 
certainly look forward to the cooperation that has been 
promised. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is there anyone else who 
would like to speak?  

I recognise … I am just trying to figure out 
what constituency you are in… 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Constituency 21 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Constituency 21, Pembroke 
South East, that is, Ralph [sic] Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: That is Rolfe. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Rolfe. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
thank you for recognising me. I am deeply honoured 
to be here before this Honourable House on the occa-
sion of my inaugural presentation, or speech, to this 
body.  
 As was alluded to by previous speakers, on 
December 17th I too was able to enjoy the confidence 
of the voters of constituency 21 in Pembroke South 
East who elected me to this House to serve their in-
terests. I intend to do so. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we have heard a 
number of speakers address the issue of the Throne 
Speech and the Government’s vision in outlining poli-
cies and where they want to take the country. Today 
we got the response from the Progressive Labour Par-
ty Opposition.  

I just want to say that I was somewhat taken 
aback, however, by the rancour and strident partisan-
ship that was demonstrated by at least two Members 
on other side, Minister Pettingill and Minister Scott 
 
An Hon. Member: Honourable 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The Honourable Ministers. 
They certainly set a tone as alluded to earlier that was 
unfortunate.  

We have no need to apologise for the great 
record of the Progressive Labour Party. We firmly be-
lieve, unlike the views expressed on the other side, 
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that the Progressive Labour Party, during its 14 years 
in Government, did well for this country. We intend on 
this side as members of the Opposition to continue 
with that legacy by providing a strong Opposition and 
one that will attempt to ensure that the country’s busi-
ness is dealt with. 
 On the issue of the Throne Speech specifical-
ly, I was impressed by the fact that, as found here on 
page 7 of the Government’s Throne Speech, and I 
quote, “The name of the Department of Labour and 
Training will be changed to the Department of Work-
force Development, incorporating the Bermuda Tech-
nical Education and Workforce Development Agency.” 
I welcome this as do Members on this side of the 
aisle. We think that workforce development is going to 
be the ground zero for how we can afford to move 
forward and keep Bermuda competitive in light of the 
competitive nature of the global economy.  

It is something that we have been remiss in 
for at least 25–30 years. I heard you yourself make 
mention earlier of the Mincy Report on young black 
males. Professor Mincy—in terms of that Columbia 
University study—bemoaned the fact how Bermuda 
has not developed a more robust workforce develop-
ment system. This was something that the Govern-
ment in the last three or four years, the prior Govern-
ment, had decided to rectify.  

Previous to the Mincy Report, of course, was 
that offered by the report that came from the Arnold 
Group and out of that, and the Mincy Report, came 
this matrix upon which the Workforce Development 
model had been established by the Government.  

Many Bermudians need to understand that 
when we speak of technical education we cannot be 
envisioning a technical education that is reminiscent 
of the 1970s and 1980s. It must be one that is fully 
cognisant of the changes in the economy of today and 
one that projects that economy into the future, and 
must prepare Bermudian workers for that. We will fully 
support any measures by the Government along 
these lines that is consistent with that attitude and with 
that philosophy.  

Certainly, we know that in today’s world, high 
paying jobs—whether they are technical or what we 
would more traditionally call academic jobs, or those 
who have prepared academically for them—both re-
quire a degree of intellectual and academic rigour to 
achieve the qualifications. Even in technical education 
now, one must be academically sound and have a 
basics in numeracy and literacy to a fairly high level. 
There is no getting away from that.  

If I just may, we need to understand that in-
formation technology will become an ever more in-
creasing part in more of our daily lives. The technical 
student of today must be fully conversant with that 
technology. Certainly, as the response to the Throne 
Speech said, even a Toyota mechanic who operates 
on the Prius model, for example, must be someone 
who has the equivalent of a grade 16 (at least) level of 

education in order to comprehend what is in the man-
ual for that car in order to repair it. So this is a new 
world that we live in, a world that we as a country 
must prepare ourselves in order to, as I said, be com-
petitive in.  

We will applaud the Government’s attempt 
here to build on some of the great work that has al-
ready begun by the previous Progressive Labour Par-
ty Government in this regard and offer them all of our 
support. 

I will hope that as we move forward in this 
House that we can, as stated by the Honourable 
Member Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, and previously by 
the Opposition Leader, foster a spirit of greater coop-
eration. But I will just say this (getting back to the 
Honourable Ministers Pettingill and Scott), I think the 
display of hubris, as I said was unfortunate, because 
the reality is that the current Government has received 
no overwhelming mandate as we move forward. That 
election victory was one of the closest that Bermuda 
has seen in decades.  

Certainly, if not for the ascension of Mr. Hor-
ton to the Speaker’s Chair the thin majority would 
have been ever more razor thin. So, obviously, the 
country is still pretty much divided evenly with respect 
to the respective support basis, notwithstanding the 
fact that many people chose not to come out to vote at 
the last election.  

It is in this spirit, I think, that we need to un-
derstand that while there is such disquiet in the coun-
try over issues such as the decision to eliminate term 
limits, the decision to allow the children of expatriate 
workers to seek summer employment, are resonating 
somewhat negatively throughout the community. This 
is a community (unlike that which was characterised 
by Mr. Soares, an officer within the OBA) which is not 
xenophobic, but a community that has historically al-
ways been marginalised as a consequence of the 
manipulation of immigration policy and a racial bias 
that was contingent upon that policy. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Can we have some respect for 
the speaker please. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  

I repeat, unlike the comments by Mr. Soares, 
who is an officer of the OBA, only recently (and I think 
was also appointed to the Immigration Board), the 
Bermudians themselves, and particularly black Ber-
mudians, are not people who are prone to be xeno-
phobic. These are people who have had to learn the 
hard lessons of history.  

We live in a country that historically has al-
ways used the powers that be—immigration—as a 
tool to marginalise particularly black Bermudians with-
in our society. It is not about being xenophobic; it is 
about Bermudians who have always felt to be mis-
placed and displaced within this society trying to make 
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sure that at least this type of trend does not continue 
into the next generation. 
 If we are going to be a society that is going to 
work together, if we are truly going to be a society that 
is going to create the One Bermuda that we all seek, 
then there must be understanding of these historical 
grievances which are legitimate and they must be ap-
preciated by both sides. Failure to do that will only 
lead to a perpetuation of the cycles of mistrust and 
fear that have characterised our political life over the 
last 40 or 50 years and will inhibit our ability to devel-
op and mature as a democratic polity. 
 I would hope that the Members on the other 
side would please reach out and educate members 
within their own ranks as to these hard truths so that 
we can operate with more comity as we move for-
ward.  
 I will thank you for the minutes afforded me, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. It was a pleasure to present 
these comments before you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other speakers?  

The Chair recognises Mr. Glen Smith, and 
that would be constituency number 14, Devonshire 
North West.  

This is, again, his maiden speech, so if we 
can have some respect. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith:  Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
I would like to congratulate you on your new role as 
Deputy Speaker of this Honourable House. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Mem-
bers of the House of Assembly, I am proud and hum-
bled to be here with you this evening as Member of 
Parliament for constituency 14, Devonshire North 
West.  

This is my maiden speech in the House of As-
sembly. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Smith, would you please 
take your seat please just for a second?  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I don’t know if I should do it 
as a point of order or a point of clarification. But this is 
the second time that I have noted that Members on 
the opposite side, in giving their maiden speech, have 
read. 
 
An. Hon. Member: It is allowed to be read.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An. Hon. Member: It is not a rule. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: While I understand the con-
cern, and I thank you for bringing it to my attention, I 
think we will give him a little bit of leeway throughout 

the day. We have seen individuals read. So for now, I 
would like to—  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well the standard policy is 
there is no reading.  
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Thank you very much.  

Usually we do give some leeway to those giv-
ing their maiden speech only. But thank you very 
much. 

Continue, Mr. Smith. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Madam Deputy Speaker, I stood for 
the election, the House Assembly, representing the 
One Bermuda Alliance because I want to be part of a 
team that puts Bermuda first.  

This is a Government that is committed to 
building a better Bermuda in every way, everywhere 
and every one, leaving no one behind. We are com-
mitted to being a Government that adheres to the 
principles of good governance, transparency, ac-
countability, fairness and justice for all. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am fully behind the 
Honourable Premier when he says that we must re-
cover, rebuild and restore promises of Bermuda and 
create Bermuda equality for all.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I am not reading word for word. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please continue. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: We must join hands across the ra-
cial, political, cultural, economic and business lines, 
removing the barriers so that the best interests of all 
Bermudians are realised.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, during my canvass-
ing in Devonshire North West I had the opportunity to 
listen to the people over the course of a year. I 
learned a great deal.  I learned a lot about Bermuda.  I 
learned about the hopes and dreams for the future. 
Together we will build a better relationship.  

Some were unemployed or had a family 
member or friend without a job. My constituents look 
forward to this Government’s plan to stimulate the 
economy to create jobs, so that people can get back 
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to work. Some had children and were worried for the 
future Bermuda and for the future of their children. 
The people of constituency 14 are pleased to see that 
the Government is making progress on the implemen-
tation of Bermuda tailored Operation Cease-Fire to 
tackle gang violence issues. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, they also look for-
ward to our reform of the education system that pro-
vides all children with proper learning, opportunities 
and the prospects of participating in the economy in a 
meaningful way. That means equipping them with 
skills and training they need to earn good-paying jobs 
and meaningful careers. Together tackling gang vio-
lence and reforming education will give all of our chil-
dren a safe, secure future for all opportunities. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, other people I met in 
the constituency were seniors. They support the plans 
to build a safer Bermuda and they also look forward to 
receiving the care and support they need as they grow 
older from financially sustainable FutureCare pro-
grammes. They also support the reopening of the 
medical clinic. But regardless of their background and 
their personal circumstances, the people of Devon-
shire North West have a number of concerns in com-
mon. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, they want to feel 
safe and secure in their home. They want a Bermuda 
that rewards hard-working ambitious Bermudians with 
the opportunities for employment and advancement. 
They want togetherness rather than social division. In 
short, they want a Bermuda where there is hope for 
the future of their children.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, having been under-
served by their elected Representative in the past, the 
good people of constituency 14 also want help in their 
local issues, such as better roads, improved street 
lighting, and other road safety measures along with a 
community garden, as an example. I am assisting 
constituents in Devonshire North West with those is-
sues now. I look forward to continuing to serve them 
in the weeks and months to come ahead.  

Over time the residents of constituency 14 
discovered that my background is similar to many 
Bermudians. Like many, I am a parent of two boys. I 
understand the challenges facing both parents and 
young people in Bermuda today. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I grew up and I played in the Arboretum with 
many of the children from the neighbouring Parishes. 
While I stand before you as a business owner and 
MP, I grew up in a modest single family.  

My mother worked hard—two jobs—to sup-
port my family, so that I could attend an overseas 
school to satisfy my personal educational needs. Be-
cause of my background, I understand what it means 
for a family to struggle to make ends meet and to pro-
vide the best for their children. I was thought to be a 
slow learner, but the Reading Clinic diagnosed me as 
suffering from Dyslexia. I may have benefited from the 
OBA’s Government plan for the early childhood 

screening so that parents can identify problems earlier 
when they become apparent.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I have also been 
fortunate. I have been able to overcome the learning 
disability, and I have been able to build a career as an 
entrepreneur. But others facing the same or more 
challenging learning disabilities have not been as for-
tunate. A high percentage of inmates in Bermuda suf-
fer from Dyslexia or Attention Deficit Disorder. That is 
why I am pleased to see that our education system 
will be improved under this Government so that it 
does not leave people behind. Instead, it provides di-
agnoses and treatment so that the most vulnerable 
students receive the support they need to succeed. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, my mother instilled 
in me the value of hard work. And it is a lesson I have 
carried throughout my whole life. I have put that les-
son in practice now for more than 30 years and I will 
continue to do so now as a servant to the people of 
Bermuda. Instead of going off to school, I went to 
work in my own business as a horse and carriage 
driver carrying people around Hamilton. In fact, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, it was 27 years ago last Friday 
that I was a footman sitting next to the driver deliver-
ing the Governor to this Honourable House.  

Many of the people I drove in Hamilton were 
tourists enjoying a special time. We must revive tour-
ism so that once again it becomes a driver of jobs for 
all Bermudians.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I enjoy the freedom 
of self-sufficiency of working for myself and have done 
so ever since. In the 30 years since my entrepreneuri-
al adventure, I have started and operated more than 
10 businesses, in each case creating jobs for Bermu-
dians. In my biggest venture, which was IBC, ZipX, I 
employed some hundred plus people during that time 
plus more, all of them Bermudian. With that experi-
ence I believe I can assist this Government [to] create 
jobs [for those] who are unemployed for varying rea-
sons.  

In fact, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am current-
ly sharing my experiences in helping two individuals in 
my constituency to write business plans, so that they 
too might succeed. 
 Having set up and operated businesses I can 
also attest to the necessity of disciplined financial 
management. I believe that this Government will exer-
cise that discipline while also eliminating wasteful 
government spending in order to reduce unacceptable 
debt.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I have combined my 
business experience with a lifetime of public service, 
[which] includes sitting on boards for one of our most 
vital agencies which is the Reading Clinic. I have also 
been a Trustee of Somersfield Academy and a mem-
ber of the Ports Authority, serving under the Deputy. I 
also served as a Constable for Bermuda, Reserve 
Constabulary, and I have been a Justice of Peace 
since 2001.  
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Madam Deputy Speaker, although I am a 
newcomer to this Honourable House, I have served as 
an elected representative for the Corporation of Ham-
ilton between 2008-12, as Alderman and Common 
Councillor. I also sat on their Finance Committee and 
was Chairman of their Infrastructure Committee. I be-
lieve that experience will prove valuable as I take my 
place in the House of Assembly. 
 In closing, Madam Deputy Speaker, my 
pledge is that I will work diligently to effect change and 
to create a better constituency 14 and a better Ber-
muda for all. There is much work to be done and I 
pledge that I will be a positive force together when we 
seek to create a brighter and prosperous tomorrow for 
all.  

I thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping and inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is there anyone else that would 
like to speak?  

Thank you. We will hear now from constituen-
cy number 31, Southampton West [sic], Shawn 
Crockwell. Thank you very much, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker; it is Southampton West Central, constit-
uency number 31.  

It is a pleasure to be here today to speak on 
the Speech from the Throne and indeed speak on the 
Reply to the Throne Speech as presented by the 
Honourable Opposition Leader, Mr. Bean. 
 I have to say, Madam Deputy Speaker, that 
this has to be the most tepid Parliamentary session 
that I have ever been part of— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am just really out of my 
element, Madam Deputy Speaker! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It has been so calm and it 
has been so amiable— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I mean, when the Hon-
ourable Member Mr. Rolfe Commissiong took his 
seat, I sat up and said Okay it’s going to get hot! But 
even he was calm today.  

So I have to say that it is certainly different. 
The Honourable Opposition Leader has come today 
with a different temperament and I would extend to 
him congratulations to him and his team for that. 
However, having said that, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
there are some things that I think are important to em-
phasise. I think it is important that we are clear, be-

cause we do not want, Madam Deputy Speaker . . . 
with all due respect, it is important that we do not for-
get how we got here. 

 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And I think it is important 
that we are clear. Because we do not want . . . Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, with all due respect, it is im-
portant that we do not forget how we got here. And it 
is important that we do not forget the conditions that 
we must deal with as a Government.  

On the 18th of December, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the OBA inherited a country in crisis. I be-
lieve, that that is articulately stated in the Throne 
Speech on page 3 (with your indulgence, Madam 
Deputy Speaker), I would like to read the first para-
graph on that page, where it says: “The weak Bermu-
da economy has affected Bermudians from virtually all 
walks of life: international companies have left or 
downsized, tourism remains weak, retail sales have 
levelled off after falling for 36 consecutive months,” 
(Although I note that the most recent statistics state 
that the retails were down by 1 per cent in December.) 
“property values have declined, businesses have 
failed, unemployment is widespread and some people 
are in peril of losing the family home because they 
cannot make the mortgage payments.” 
 That is the Bermuda that the OBA inherited. 
But let me say that I believe that it was even more 
pointedly stated in the Reply to the Throne by the Op-
position Leader at page 5. And the Opposition Lead-
ers says this, Madam Deputy Speaker, “Many Bermu-
dians, as a result of losing their jobs, now face losing 
their homes or being sent to prison for debt. While 
there will always be shiftless and irresponsible people 
unwilling to pay their way, today, many people are 
simply unable to make ends meet and their debts are 
rising. Our current system damages the family unit, 
makes criminals of the poor, and creates more harm 
than good.” 
 That is the diagnosis of the country that we 
inherited on December 18th, after 14 years of Progres-
sive Labour Party Government. And that should not 
be forgotten and it should not be missed. But I am 
pleased, I am pleased by the Throne Speech, be-
cause I believe that what is contained in this Throne 
Speech is hope, Madam Deputy Speaker. I believe 
what is contained in this Throne Speech is the begin-
ning of the change, is the beginning of the road to re-
covery. And I am grateful and I am thankful that the 
people of this country voted for change on December 
17th. 

Now, we have heard that it was a razor-thin 
majority, or a razor-thin victory. The Honourable 
Member Mr. Commissiong just said, Well, had not the 
Speaker taken the seat then it would have just been a 
one-seat majority. I am not sure if he missed the earli-
er speech this morning, but it has gone down to now a 
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two-seat majority, as the Opposition lost another 
Member. The fact of the matter is, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that although the results of that election 
were close, when you look at where the One Bermuda 
Alliance was on December 17th, with nine seats, in 
comparison to the Government, that was a resounding 
statement from the people of this country that they 
wanted change. 

 
Some Hon. Members: Yes! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: A resounding statement! 
Let no one fool you and let no one rewrite history. It 
was a resounding defeat!  

And let me say this, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I am friendly with many of the Members on the other 
side. I am friendly . . . and, in fact, the Opposition 
Leader himself, we have had many chats in the corri-
dors of this Honourable Chamber. And he has told 
me, and looked me in the eye and said, Shawn, you 
guys don’t have a chance of winning. Time and time 
again. Time and time again! Members did not think it 
was possible. And I had my doubts, but guess what! 
The impossible happened! And it happened because 
the people of this country made it happen. 

We have a mandate. The Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Commissiong, said that we do not have a 
mandate—we have a clear mandate. And the man-
date, Madam Deputy Speaker, is to clean up the mess 
that the Progressive Labour Party left this country in. 
And I will guarantee you that that will remain the 
commitment of this Government. And I believe that 
there are numerous initiatives in this document that 
outline how we will put this country back on the right 
track. In fact, on page— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Clarification] 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order. Point of or-
der, Madam Deputy Speaker. I did not say— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Will you sit for the point of or-
der?  

Yes. Go ahead. Sorry. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I did not say that the Oppo-
sition did not receive a mandate. I said they did not 
receive an overwhelming mandate.  
 
An Hon. Member: That is not a point of order. Get the 
rules right. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I may have misspoken. If 
I misspoke, I apologise to the Honourable Member.  

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: He misinterpreted what I 
said. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And I apologise, Honour-
able Member. 
 In the Throne Speech, I believe that there are 
numerous initiatives. Too many to, of course, recite. 
But there are a few that I would like to highlight, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. One that I find very encouraging, 
which was brought to the Government by the Finance 
Minister, found on page 3, is the development of a 
Spending and Government Efficiency Commission, 
better known as a SAGE Commission.  

Now, I would like to just refer to it. It says: “To 
assist with this initiative,” (turning around the economy 
and creating jobs) “the Government will table legisla-
tion to establish a Spending and Government Efficien-
cy [SAGE] Commission. This Commission’s primary 
objective will be to streamline Government processes, 
including Quangos, improve delivery of services and 
make Government more efficient, more cost-effective, 
more transparent and more user-friendly.” 
 What I like most about this, it goes to say: 
“The SAGE Commission will commence its work as 
soon as is practicable following enactment of the re-
quired legislation and will submit its recommendations 
and final report not later than six months after it com-
mences work.”  

That is action, Madam Deputy Speaker. After 
the SAGE Commission will be enacted, and they get 
on with their business, they have a timeline of six 
months—six months—to provide the recommenda-
tions. And that is going to be the hallmark of this Gov-
ernment. We will have initiatives and we will fulfil 
those initiatives. Very similar to the commitment that I 
made in the Ministry of Tourism. We will have a Tour-
ism Authority in place within six months of the election 
of this Government.  

We talk about term limits. We have heard a 
great deal about term limits today in this House. 
 
An Hon. Member: That was action! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And that was action. That 
was decisive action.  

A former Premier of the PLP Government said 
that he can appreciate decisive action. But you know 
what has happened, Madam Deputy Speaker, is that 
we are seeing the spin. We are seeing the spin. Be-
cause this is what term limits . . . on page 7 you will 
find, “. . . the decision to abolish the term limit policy 
was taken to remove what had become a barrier to 
job creation for Bermudians.” “. . . the decision to abol-
ish the term limit policy was taken to remove what had 
become a barrier to job creation for Bermudians.” 
 Is the Opposition saying that they do not want 
to remove the barrier for job creations for Bermudians, 
Madam Deputy Speaker? 
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, the Opposition 
Leader just said, “Read your campaign promise.” And 
there is no question; there is no question that the de-
cision deviates from the campaign promise. But do 
you want to know why? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Do you want to know 
why? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The reason why the deci-
sion was made now, Madam Deputy Speaker, is be-
cause when we looked under the hood— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Oh-oh! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —when we looked under 
the hood, and we ascertained how dire this economy 
is, Madam Deputy Speaker, when we ascertained 
how much this country is on the edge of disaster, the 
fact of the matter is, we could not afford to wait two 
more years. We could not afford to wait two more 
years. Okay?  

We have to do everything right now in our 
power to generate and stimulate this economy and to 
create jobs. We have to do it now. So if we have to 
apologise for that, then so be it. But it is our number 
one priority, Madam Deputy Speaker, to create jobs 
for Bermudians. Now if the Opposition does not like 
that, then that is fine. But we have— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is right. In this case, 
the ends of creating jobs for Bermudians is more im-
portant than keeping that promise, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: More important. Because 
there are people in this country that are struggling. 
There are people in this country that our struggling! 
And the reality is that we did not have access to what 
was under the hood until we became Government. 
And I will tell you this— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —I will tell you this. I will 
put the Opposition on notice. We will make more deci-
sive decisions in the best interest of Bermuda and 
Bermudians. 

 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Make no mistake about it. 
Because this is a Government of action! We do not 
make political decisions for political expediency. We 
make decisions for what is in the best interest— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
clearly, clearly, we knew that it was going to cause 
some disquiet. Clearly, we knew that it was going to 
be unpopular, but the decision was made that it was 
the right thing for the country; and so we did it. And 
we are not afraid to stand up against the criticism. Be-
cause in due course, Madam Deputy Speaker, in due 
course, when the economy turns around, in due 
course— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Hold your horses. You 
are going to have plenty of time to sit there and watch. 
 In due course, when the economy turns 
around, then the people will be grateful for the deci-
sive action of this Government. So I make no apolo-
gies. I make no apologies, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
As this Throne Speech highlights, 60 per cent of the 
employees in international business are Bermudian—
60 per cent are Bermudian! 
 So if we can make decisions that will allow for 
greater international business and bring the business-
es here that left, then I know that it was the right deci-
sion to do. We need to act now, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and we will. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Honourable 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition spoke about the Her-
itage Wharf. I would like to address that very quickly 
because I felt that he did not accurately describe the 
circumstances as it relates to the Heritage Wharf. He 
was speaking about the current contract that was put 
out to tender, the amount that that contract has been 
valued at, and that the only reason why remediation is 
taking place is because of larger ships coming in. And 
that is not the case. That is part of the case, absolute-
ly! Work has to be done because ships are getting 
larger and we have to accommodate for that. But the 
fact of the matter, Madam Deputy Speaker, is that 
Heritage Wharf—after [spending] $60 million in build-
ing that Heritage Wharf—we now have engineering 
reports which say that it is not structurally sound to 
even take— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order. Point of 
order, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —an average cruise ship, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Is that a point of order? Thank 
you. 

Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy Speak-
er, the Honourable and Learned Member is mislead-
ing the House. The report came out from the then-
Minister of Public Works that the work was no fault to 
the work, there is no repair work that has to happen 
up there. The papers that came out from the Ministry 
of Public Works said there were four mooring struc-
tures; two berthing structures and two mooring struc-
tures and a catwalk for $22.3 million. 
 That Honourable Member is in Tourism, stay 
there cousin!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I enjoy Tourism, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. And the reason why Tourism is in-
terested in this project is because it affects . . . and 
not only am I in Tourism, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
am in Transport. And Heritage Wharf has an impact 
on both. Okay? We take in the cruise ship, our cruise 
ship passengers, which are tourists, and that is part of 
the Transport remit.  
 But what the Honourable Member does not 
know, because the Honourable Member is no longer 
in Government, is that we have had additional reports. 
And you will be made aware of them. And in the engi-
neering reports that we have received, it has been 
made clear, that the wharf is structurally unsound. 
That it cannot take an average cruise ship with 20 
knot winds. Consequently— 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh-oh. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Just this summer— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: May we hear the point of order, 
please? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House. Just this summer, 
ships—an eight-ton [sic] ship was tied along the wharf 
up there.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: Eight tons?  
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Eighty tons—80,000 
tons. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, all right. Well, that is different. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That dock is designed 
that, if the winds are above 35 knots, no ship should 
be tied to that dock. The winds came up to 65 knots. 
The only thing that broke was the ropes. No structural, 
no structural damage was done to those docks. And 
that is after the checks were done by Public Works. 

I am going to say it again, the Honourable 
Member Crockwell is in Tourism and Transport—stay 
there! Leave it to my cousin, to Trevor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order on the point of 
order there. 
 
[Laughter]  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Clarification] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I feel it incumbent, and I know 
the Honourable Member, Mr. Burgess, is stating his 
view there. I do not want to get too far into that on this 
occasion, but the information I have, as Minister of 
Public Works, supports what the honourable Member, 
my colleague in Cabinet in Tourism, says, that that 
wharf is, in terms of design and construction, full of 
defects and deficiencies and is not safe. Whether we 
have been lucky enough so far not to have a major 
problem may just be a matter of luck. But it will come 
out in due course, and I will be— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, point of 
order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I—I, if you— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: —I will be. Let me finish. I will 
be coming to this House— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please clarify. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: —I will be coming to this 
House with a full Ministerial Statement in due course. I 
do not want to get into this as a debate this evening. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
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I would venture to say, before you stand with 
another point of order that it is quite possible and quite 
feasible that there is documentation that has been put 
forth and that will be tabled shortly, that the Honoura-
ble Member, Mr. Burgess, might not be privy to. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy Speak-
er, if you will permit me, this is from the Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
An Hon. Member: Put it in writing. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It said that (this is from 
the Minister), he added that the Government investi-
gation, this is from the official Gazette, he said, “That 
a Government investigation did not find fault with the 
quality of work done by Correia Construction when 
building it.” No fault with it!  

Now, what do you have, two different reports 
now?  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. If you 
would like to take your seat, we would like to have the 
resumption of comments. I would venture to say that 
the House can look forward to seeing information laid 
before this House so it can go for further debate at 
that point. 
 Thank you. Please continue Mr. Crockwell. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  
 The fact of the matter is the country will be 
fully apprised. And I agree with the Honourable Mem-
ber. I do not disagree with what he said in terms of 
what the wharf was able to do. And when I was being 
briefed on the condition of the wharf, I said the same 
thing. Well, if we have been able to take ships all this 
time, why is it now that we have this major problem?  

The engineering report, or the engineer has 
stated that this is his opinion and that the wharf is not 
safe. So, consequently, now this Government is 
tasked to get the wharf in proper condition so that we 
can accept our cruise ships, and especially the [Nor-
wegian] Breakaway, which is coming in May.  
 But that is just an example, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. Once again, it should have been done right 
the first time—$60 million, okay? That is the reality—
$60 million. Sixty million dollars! And, yet, we are hav-
ing problems with that wharf. That is unacceptable.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. The Honourable and Learned Mem-
ber is misleading the House. 
 That dock was designed for 80,000-ton ships. 
We are now getting 120,000-ton ships, which necessi-
tates that the dock be extended. That is why you are 
getting four—two berthing moorings and two berthing 
and structural moorings being put there, and a cat-
walk. That is what is put there. They not only do it in 
Bermuda; they are doing it all around the Caribbean 
because they have got to extend their docks. Learn 
about it before you talk about it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. I will look forward 
to this further debate when we do see information ta-
bled. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I would like to now turn to page 8 of the Throne 
Speech. This is the area which is dealing with the Min-
istry of Tourism and Transport.  

Again, Madam Deputy Speaker, this is anoth-
er area where I believe that the Government will be 
leading. And I believe that it is that leadership, it is the 
ability to get things done, to be focused on the task 
and the initiatives. And I am going to tell you, what is 
interesting, Madam Deputy Speaker, is that the Tour-
ism Board that I have today is the exact same . . . it 
represents the same personnel. The same personnel 
that the former Minister had during his tenure, the 
Honourable Wayne Furbert.  

But what is interesting, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, is that within two months we have been able 
to get a significant amount of work done that should 
have been done in 2012. I refer to the National Tour-
ism Plan. The National Tourism Plan which we agreed 
to in this Honourable Chamber in the last year identi-
fied quick wins, which are various initiatives. Quite a 
few of them specifically said they should have been 
implemented in the latter half of 2012. When I looked 
at it and I read it, and I inquired as to whether or not 
they were implemented, I ascertained that they were 
not implemented. Why not? They did not know why. 
Let’s get it done. 

For example, a simple initiative was to adjust 
the Cabinet Committee so that all hospitality devel-
opment became a Cabinet priority and, hence, a na-
tional priority. It had not been done! The OBA Gov-
ernment immediately established what is known as 
the Economic Development Committee, a Cabinet 
Committee, which now deals with all major tourism 
development initiatives and— 

 
Mr. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I will speak next and you can 
speak after me too. The Honourable Member— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am trying to, I am actually 
trying to listen to— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member is 
misleading this House. There was a committee set up 
to look at hotel development. That is what the report 
speaks to. His report on economic development is 
much broader. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
there was a Cabinet Committee, yes, that dealt with 
hotel development. The National Tourism Plan specif-
ically said that there should be a Cabinet Committee 
that dealt with all tourism development.  

Not every tourism development, Honourable 
Member, is a hotel development. There could be ma-
jor tourism initiatives that have nothing to do with ho-
tels. And so the National Tourism Plan made it clear 
that there should be a specific committee, making it a 
national priority that all tourism initiatives would fall 
under that remit, so it could become a national priority. 
It has been done in two months. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it was also identified 
that the beaches should be differentiated as active 
and passive. The Tourism Board right now is identify-
ing, with the Department of Parks, which beaches 
should be classified as active, and which should be 
classified as passive so that we can create new con-
cessions on our beaches to make them more desira-
ble, make them more fun for our guests when they 
come here, so that they can have the amenities that 
they are looking for. And I can tell this Honourable 
House that there will be new concessions on our 
beaches in time for the 2013 season. That is leader-
ship. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is leadership.  

That will be here by 2013.  
Leadership also is going to allow us to have a 

Product Development Committee, if you look at the 
Throne Speech, Madam Deputy Speaker. I am very 
excited about the Product Development Committee. I 
am very excited about the Product Development Bu-
reau because this is an opportunity for us to canvass 
the community to find out from those individuals, that 
one of the Members was talking about.  

We have so much talent in this country. I am 
encouraged by the enthusiasm I have seen by the 
individuals inundating the office, wanting to share their 

ideas with the department and with the Minister of 
Tourism, on how they think they can enhance the 
overall tourism product. And so we said, Let’s have a 
conference. And let’s get the best of all the ideas on 
the table. And let’s have collaboration with the local 
banks and with the Bermuda Economic Development 
Corporation so that we can support our Bermudians 
with these ideas. And what this may end up doing, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, is that those Bermudians 
that are unemployed may all of sudden become en-
trepreneurs with the support of the Government. And 
then they can start their own businesses and, if suc-
cessful, can employ their own Bermudians. 

I can tell you right now, we have had such in-
teresting and dynamic ideas, and the individual that 
was proffering the idea is so advanced, 80 per cent of 
it is done. They just need another 20 per cent assis-
tance from the Government. And we are going to have 
a private/public partnership to make sure it gets done. 
That one is ready to go this season—this season! And 
so we are going to do what the Premier has asked us 
to do, and that is create jobs for Bermudians. That is 
leadership, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

In addition, our tourists are going to have 
more things to do when they get here. Local conces-
sions, local excursions— 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, I am not taking the 
praise, honourable Member. No, I am not taking the 
praise. The reality is that the National Tourism Plan— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, with all due respect, 
the National Tourism Plan was agreed to by everyone 
in this House.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: What quick wins were 
implemented by the PLP? 
 
An Hon. Member: None! 
 
Some Hon. Members: Oooh! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: What quick wins were 
implemented by the PLP?  

And Honourable Deputy Speaker, none!  
 
An Hon. Member: None! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: None! None!  

I invite the Honourable Opposition Leader to 
read the report. Read the plan.  
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That is the problem. The Honourable Opposi-
tion thought that just bringing something to the House 
to debate was getting it done. That is just the begin-
ning Honourable Deputy Speaker. You have got to 
implement it after that! You have got to implement it. 
Talk is cheap, and that is why the PLP is on that side 
today. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is why the PLP is on 
that side today.  

We will take that good National Tourism 
Plan—which we voted for unanimously in this 
House—we will take it and we will implement it, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. And we will revise tourism, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, because this Government is 
about action. And it is about getting things done, 
Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, Madam Deputy 
Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have two minutes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Let me say very quickly 
that one of the hallmarks of this department is that we 
will establish a Tourism Authority.  

I am going to read this from the Honourable 
Opposition Leader, from the Official Hansard Report 
on the 25th of July 2011. This is about a Tourism Au-
thority. The Honourable Opposition Leader at the 
time, the Minister said: “Let me make it clear. I am not 
against the concept of a tourism authority. Not at all. . 
. . In my mind when a tourism authority is mentioned, I 
am thinking of privatisation. In other words, removing 
the majority of the influence and responsibility for the 
tourism industry from Government and actually putting 
it in the hands of the stakeholders.” [Page 2658] 
 He went on to say, “I would like to reduce 
Government’s input or impact in terms of marketing 
our industry. I do not think our Ministry of Finance 
takes the responsibility of marketing and promoting 
Bermuda’s international business at the level—I am 
sure BIVA complements the Ministry of Finance. So 
this should be applied also within Tourism.” [Ibid, page 
2659] 
 I support the Honourable Member 100 per 
cent. That is the ethos of what we will do with the 
Tourism Authority.  

Since my time is running out, I am going to 
read something very quickly from the Reply [to the 
Throne Speech], Madam Deputy Speaker. On page 4 
of the Reply [to the Throne Speech], the Opposition 
Leader said this: “In all things we must ensure that 
Bermudians come first in our country . . . Our island’s 
economic success will not be lasting or sustainable, if 

our people are reduced to mere spectators in our 
economy. All of us who are willing must have an op-
portunity to compete and participate in our economy.” 
 I agree 100 per cent.  

And, Honourable Opposition Leader, this 
Government will get it done. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 I recognise Mr. Wayne Furbert from constitu-
ency— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Honourable, by the way. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable, sorry. Thank you 
very much for that correction.  
 Honourable Wayne Furbert from constituency 
6, Hamilton West, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. Let me just say, Madam Deputy Speaker, let 
me just say that my good friend—and he is a very 
good friend of mine, probably one of the best friends 
on that side of the House. He is my good friend, 
Shawn Crockwell. And I am very happy, I am very 
happy that he brought the House to life. For a while I 
was wondering if I was in . . . I cannot even say Sun-
day School, because Sunday School kind of gets ex-
cited sometimes also, at least at the church I attend.  

But, Madam Deputy Speaker, no, the Hon-
ourable Member is going to realise once . . . first of all, 
let me thank the constituents of number 6 for returning 
myself to this Honourable House. I am sure that the 
Honourable Member, Donte Hunt, who ran against 
me, who also is a good friend of mine. He is a— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He did a—and also you, 
Honourable Member Pettingill. Friends and cousins.  

But he worked hard, I must say. So I appreci-
ate the Honourable Member there. 
 But let me just say, starting off, the Govern-
ment— 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I recognise the 
Speaker in the Chair. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Government criticised 
the former Government for months, years, talking 
about tourism. For months! As a matter of fact, it was 
not too long ago that I was Minister and, again, my 
good friend, the Honourable Member, Shawn Crock-
well, who is the Minister now, was then the Shadow 
Minister of Tourism and Business Development. The 
first numbers that came out that quarter, I got attacked 
by the Honourable Member on the numbers. The sec-
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ond quarter, I got attacked on the numbers. Every 
quarter we did get attacked.  

But I am going to make this clear to this Hon-
ourable House; I have no plans to attack the Honour-
able Member when it comes to those numbers be-
cause, at the end of the day, I understand the seri-
ousness of tourism. I understand the complications 
and what it would take to make it happen. We under-
stand the challenges that are out there. So I do not 
plan to attack the Honourable Member every quarter. 
And my honourable friend, Kenneth Bascome, my 
cousin . . . I do not know why he asked me to do this, I 
will recognise you too. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But I will say that I have no 
plan to do that. But what they did for a whole year, Mr. 
Speaker, was attack the Government and say that 
they had the idea and the solution to return tourism to 
its full. They said that they had the idea and solution. 
 
The Speaker: Who is “they”? That was the Opposition 
at the time? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: At the time. Right. But now 
the current Government.  
 But, yet, in the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, 
they have copied and pasted everything that we had 
in place.  

I am a bit confused. When the Honourable 
Premier in the Government’s Throne Speech, talks 
about exactly what the former Government was doing. 
To a tee! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: To a tee they talk about what 
they are going to do in Tourism. Now, I must admit, 
the only lead that we did not have in place was the 
consultant who was looking for a report on Tourism 
Authority. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: When all he had to do, as 
the Honourable Member, I can show him, walk down 
the hallway, turn left, and in the filing cabinet is a re-
port done on Tourism Authority showing—  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Why didn’t you use it? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, the Honourable Mem-
ber, I am glad he said that.  

I am glad that you said that.  

The Honourable Member said, Why did I not 
use it? Well, that is how the Tourism Board came to 
be. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is how the Tourism 
Board came to be. Because when you look at the Act, 
Mr. Speaker, the power is in the Act. The power is not 
in the name. We could come here and make the 
amendment tomorrow, the Honourable Member, and 
change that word from Tourism Board 2012 to Tour-
ism Authority. Fine! We have got a Tourism Authority. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, just change. They are 
used to branding. They are used to changing names. 

They changed from UBP to BDA to OBA. Just 
change from Tourism Authority. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Just change from Tourism 
Board to Tourism Authority. I have no problem with 
that. Let us just make it simple. Because their name, 
Mr. Speaker, you will find out that the Act was copied, 
pasted from Singapore. Singapore is called Singapore 
Tourism Board. Also the South African Tourism 
Board.  

I understand the Honourable Member and his 
consultant went down to the Bahamas the other day. 
As a matter of fact, let me just say that I think it was a 
good trip. I have been there before. I was probably in 
the room that you were in. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Nice room. Very nice room. 
 
An Hon. Member: They remember you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, they do, they do.  

And I was picked up at the airport by a . . . 
what colour car? You should have had a taxi because 
now Ministers will not have cars, but you know what I 
am talking about. You know what you were picked up 
by. And they treated you like royalty. 
 
An Hon. Member: It is nice in the Bahamas. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And they treated you like 
you are a Minister. You are a part of the Government . 
. . they treat you. You know, but I will not get into cars 
yet, GP cars. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Hold on, Honourable Mem-
ber. Let me deal . . . you will speak later on. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on, now. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am being distracted.  
 
The Speaker: Do not let them distract you. Look at 
the Speaker and you will not be distracted. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am, Mr. Speaker. Well, I 
would rather look at . . . no, wait. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, let me just say this. The 
Honourable Member knows that. So he says that he 
went down there with a consultant to get (the Minister) 
from other Ministers. But every other Minister down 
there, the Barbados Minister, the Board down there 
(or they are called Authority), Aruba, St. Kitts and Ne-
vis—all of them have the model that we have in the 
Act right now. As a matter of fact, in that filing cabinet 
there, Mr. Minister, it gives those same countries a 
breakdown of how they are doing. 

So I do not know what the . . . I am sure the 
Minister of Finance wants to cut costs. Why is there a 
consultant being paid $120,000 on an analysis that is 
in the Ministry as we speak. Unless they got rid of it, 
like Oliver North, who started to shred documents. It 
may be gone by now. 

But also in that Ministry is a report done by 
the current Chairman of the Tourism Authority, the 
Honourable David Dodwell, which was produced in 
1998. It gives a whole analysis of a Tourism Authority 
and how it should be set up and also how it transfers 
from the Ministry into the Board. It is all there.  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It is all there.  
 
An Hon. Member: Why did you not use that? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. If, indeed, the 1998 docu-

ment was indeed sufficient, why did the Honourable 
Member go to Singapore himself? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: I understand the point of order. I un-
derstand. Carry on, Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, let me learn 
this Honourable Member up, this Honourable and 
Learned Member, my good friend. My good friend, 
Honourable Member, I did not go to Singapore to 
learn about no Tourism Authority. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, you were misleading. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I went down the corner, 
around the back in a filing cabinet to see what Singa-
pore was all about.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I went to Singapore on the 
business development side, not tourism. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: On the business develop-
ment side, not tourism. 
 
An Hon. Member: You said Tourism Authority. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no. In the filing cabinet, 
around the corner, in a nice big filing cabinet is a re-
port that shows about Singapore. As a matter of fact, 
his current PS [Permanent Secretary] was the one 
who produced it.  
 Matter of fact, go around the corner, out your 
office and ask the current PS, the director at another 
location down near North Street and ask the Honour-
able Member— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, you see them. You 
have seen the reports, but yet he wants to hire a 
$120,000 consultant—  
 
Some Hon. Members: Oooh! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —to do the same thing. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member now. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am just saying that that 
report produced by current . . . you know, so I know 
what is coming from the Honourable former Minister of 
Tourism, David Dodwell, because there was a report 
produced, which was done by him for the UBP in 
1998. It was not released until November 1998, hence 
why it never reached the public. Because by that time 
the PLP Government was in place.  
 But I knew that there was something in that 
office that was not right. I had my staff start looking for 
it. I said, Wow, there it is. And everything . . . it talks 
about the Minister responsible for a board. It talks 
about that there should be 15 members. How many 
members do we have on the board? Fifteen! It talks 
about the union being a member of the board. It also . 
. . so everything we have talked about is in that report, 
and everything that we have basically copied from that 
report. Everything in it.  

So $120,000 being wasted by this Govern-
ment for a consultant that is already in place. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And going to the Bahamas 
to talk to those Ministers that have exactly what we 
have does not make sense. 

But let me just say this, Mr. Speaker . . . and 
he is my friend, but he wound me up. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And I do not want to get too 
mad, because I understand that the Honourable Min-
ister is going to be taking the Shadow Minister on a 
few trips. So I will not get too mad at him.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Like you took me. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, like I took you.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So we talk about the Tour-
ism Authority, and we talked about the consultant. 
And then he says, But we did not carry these things 
out. Do you know that the foundation has to be made 
first?  

And, Mr. Speaker, he is accusing you for not 
getting the work done, because you were on the 
board.  
 
An Hon. Member: Hmmm! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You were on the board. So 
the board was building a foundation, trying to find its 
way out, trying to do certain things.— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no. It was this period 
when the walls were going to start going up. It was in 
this period that the walls were going up. All right? So 
we understand some things may be happening. We 
understand the Product Committee. As a matter of 
fact, that was chaired by the honourable senator . . . 
 
The Speaker: Vince Ingham. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There you go. Okay? So we 
know about the Product Committee. Okay?  

But yet the Member says there is a board that 
was responsible for all the initiatives. Now hold on! Is 
there not a Product Committee? Are they responsible 
to them too? So there are two different things going 
on here.  

We have a committee which represented Min-
isters who could act quickly on decision-making for 
hotels. That was our responsibility. Our responsibility 
was to make sure that hotels were done. We also had 
a board, a committee, consisting of the Honourable . . 
. (you just said it now) . . . 
 
The Speaker: Vince Ingham. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Vince Ingham, Senator 
Vince Ingham, who was responsible for the commit-
tee. 
 Another Member, and the Honourable Mem-
ber was responsible for sports. And I speak to the 
Speaker, who was responsible for that. 
 So we had things in place that were happen-
ing. So now you are telling me, you are telling the 
House, and you are telling this country that everything 
that we did was right. Because you are following eve-
rything that we did in Tourism, to a tee! 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Everything that you followed 
. . . I expected something different, other than a con-
sultant for $120,000.  
 
An Hon. Member: It has only been a month, Minister.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: A month? A month? 
 
An Hon. Member: What did you pay Renee Webb? 
$175,[000]? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I would not . . . Renee 
was not in my Ministry.  
 
An Hon. Member: What did you pay Renee Webb?  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Renee 
Webb was not in my . . . she was not in my— 
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[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —she was not in my Tour-
ism. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: The Speaker needs to hear what the 
Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You are distracting. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, hold for me a 
second, please, so I can get myself in a position 
where I can hear you. 
 Honourable Members, please, allow me to 
hear what the Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And I have tried— 
 
The Speaker: —is trying to say. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. And I am trying to hear myself also. And it is very 
difficult in my maiden speech on my first day in the 
House, in Parliament. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It is very difficult. So I under-
stand that.  

But to tell the country that they had the an-
swer, they had the answer to tourism, and for months 
I was trying to ask (at that time Opposition and the 
OBA party) tell us what they are going to do. The 
country was asking them. They never could tell the 
country because they never knew what they were go-
ing to do. They never knew until they got there. And 
still, now, they are saying the answer is in six months 
that they will have a Tourism Authority. 
 Now, I expect some changes, some tweaks, 
in some of the legislation. I expect that. Because they 
have got to say there is something new. But it is not 
going to be much different. As we know the legislation 
involved, we do expect some differences. We would 
have made some changes. This idea about them put-
ting . . . setting up a board, the Members of the BEDC 
[Bermuda Economic Development Corporation] under 
the board: “A key next step in this endeavour is to 
form a Transition Task Force.” As a matter of fact, 
those words are probably right in the report done by 
the, at that time, the Honourable David Dodwell. “. . . 
To oversee a smooth transition from Tourism’s . . .”  
 That is clearly . . . I will bring you all copies to 
the House next week, if you want. I got a copy at 
home. I could bring it and lay it before the House so 

all Members to see before they even talk about it. So 
there is a transition period that takes place. 
 We knew that was the next step. We knew to 
talk to the unions. We knew that; it was quite obvious.  
 Now, how much time do I have left, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
An Hon. Member: One minute. 
 
The Speaker: You have got a few minutes. You still 
got, actually, 16 minutes left. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Good, good.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So that is the part of Tourism 
. . . now, let me just say. Let me help the Honourable 
Member to copy a few more things that we were going 
to work on. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, please. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Let me work it out.  
 
An Hon. Member: Because he likes to do them. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, and he will do them. He 
will do them. Yes, and I appreciate that. I appreciate 
that because I think these are good things. 
 We know that, and he knows (and he should 
know anyway) that . . . the Honourable Member 
should know that Bermudians in general should be 
responsible for, I believe, our marketing aspect of 
Bermuda. Okay? So last year we had asked the de-
partment . . . there are certain areas, particularly in 
Canada, there is a non-Bermudian working in that ar-
ea; in London; I am not going to cry too much about 
Germany because I am not sure how many Bermudi-
ans speak German. But there are some [in] Germany . 
. . the Honourable Member is going on to another ar-
ea. And then we have the sales person and the exec-
utive person, in New York. We were about to link 
Bermudians to those positions. And I am encouraging 
the Honourable Member to identify Bermudians that 
can go up there in the New York office and take over 
for the lady who we all speak of . . . the . . . and she 
knows— 
 
The Speaker: Miss Shutte. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Ann Shutte. I have told her 
that her contract says that she will train a Bermudian 
and that we believe there are Bermudians right now in 
place that can do it.  

We were speaking to a few of them before 
December 17th. That was our next move—to get Ber-
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mudians in place in New York. Also, to get Bermudi-
ans in place in Toronto. There is about an $80,000 job 
for that Toronto right now, if you want to . . . and there 
are Bermudians—a lot of them, younger ones, as you 
know—on the young Youth Tourism Board. A lot of 
young Bermudians who could go right now and fulfill 
those positions. 

So I am encouraging the Minister as . . . with 
short notice (well, within the time factor, he has got to 
get up to schedule on a few things), to inform this 
Honourable House that he will put in place a structure 
to ensure that Bermudians are taking over and pro-
moting Bermuda in Toronto, New York (and most of 
the staff in New York are Bermudians besides the top 
person), and, again, in London. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my time is short, but I 
want to talk a little about the Bermuda Business De-
velopment Corporation. I heard the Minister, sorry, . . . 
the Throne Speech once again copied and pasted and 
said that they support the Bermuda Business Devel-
opment Corporation, another initiative done by this 
Government. 

I have not heard anything new that they are 
planning to do even on the business development 
side.  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I have not read it.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am saying that I have not 
read it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have not read it. Mr. 
Speaker, I will be honest with you, I have not read 
anything here where they are talking about— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —where they are talking 
about anything new, they are talking about as far as 
the business development side.  

In there they support the visit . . . and that is 
the key one in there, that is the key, an independent 
body made up of the international and local compa-
nies which will go out there and push Bermuda inside, 
in marketing Bermuda.  
 And the whole idea was to look at a few as-
pects of it. And I will bring them towards this Honour-
able House now so when they come the Honourable 
House will know. Here are some key things: First of 
all, and we have got to be honest with ourselves. The 
insurance market in Bermuda has changed. The in-
surance market has changed. So to get all these peo-
ple coming back to . . . insurance, people can operate 

around the world now. They can operate virtual. So 
there is no need for them to run back here to talk 
about, hey bye I am here, when I can pay an account-
ant in Toronto or in the Philippines or India much 
cheaper. You can do it virtually now. So they are not 
going to be running back here. 

Every CEO I met when I was out there doing 
business development, I mean, it has changed. The 
model has changed. AIG just laid off 10 people here 
recently. Not under the PLP Government, but under 
the OBA Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But it is still our fault.  

But the model has changed. So for us to . . . 
and we have got to be honest to the public. We have 
said on this side that we want to work with the Gov-
ernment and move the country forward. I have always 
believed in Bermuda. I have always believed in this 
beautiful Island that we call home—that we call Ber-
muda. 
 But you have got to be, first, honest with the 
public and say, Times have changed and things have 
changed. So how do we do certain things going for-
ward? And what are the businesses that we can go 
after. Now, I am going to speak about a few things 
and there are a few conflicts that one may get upset 
about. 

One is: I believe that we could open up the 
banking system a little more. I do not know whether 
the Government has talked about that, but I believe 
we can. Not necessarily to do retail banking, but main-
ly banks come here to do trusts, asset management, 
and so on. We can work on that and attract Bermudi-
ans.  

We had been in contact with one bank who 
hired 200 people in . . . I am not sure if it is Cayman or 
the Bahamas, that were looking to come here. Two 
hundred! And, you know, banks were laying off Ber-
mudians left, right and centre. And these are entry-
level jobs that we can do here in Bermuda—banks. 
Now, we know that some banks will be upset, but I 
believe in finding a commonality, reduced banking 
fees or whatever it is, a commonality to allow banks to 
come here. 

Two: I believe in, it is my personal opinion, I 
know some of my colleagues who are lawyers in this 
Honourable House will be upset with me. But I believe 
we can attract new business here by allowing interna-
tional business to link up with Bermudian partnerships 
as far as law firms. We did it with the accounting prac-
tice. I used to work for Gray & Kempe 
/Pricewaterhouse. It is not now Gray & Kempe, but it 
is all Pricewaterhouse, because the international prac-
tice came here and worked with the local partners to 
make it work, so we could attract Appleby, who is all 
around the world.  
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In the olden days, Appleby and Conyers were 
only doing business in Bermuda. They sent all their 
clients here. But now they are in Singapore, and Mau-
ritius, and they are all over the place. So when they 
make a decision of where they are sending their cli-
ents, they do not always think about Bermuda.  

The hope is  a piece of legislation coming for-
ward from, probably from, the Honourable Member 
Grant Gibbons, that talks about and deals with . . . I 
forgot what the name is. But I believe if that comes . . . 
because I remember talking to Appleby in Hong Kong 
and they said that the reason why we lost some of the 
business [was] because of a certain . . . I just cannot 
remember what he is right now. 

 
An Hon. Member: It was called term limits.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, it was not that. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But see, their mind is so 
fixed on term limits that that is where their problem is. 
But we find out that that was not the answer. Because 
if 75 per cent of most of the top-level people had no 
problem in being here . . . as you know, most of the 
top people that could be hired were given the . . . re-
moved restrictions of term limits anyway. Okay? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So my point is this: I am not 
going to let them let me get off my swing. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I talked about . . . I believe if 
we can attract a new . . . and work with the local part-
ners and lawyers. You know, and beef up their busi-
ness, we believe that we can attract . . . and I do not 
know those top law firms, but what “X” top law firm 
around the world thinks about sending business, they 
can think about sending it to Bermuda instead of 
sending it to some of our competitors.  
 Third thing: Asset management. I believe, and 
there are some reports [that] I know were at the Minis-
try, I am not sure whether the Minister has passed it 
on to his colleague who is now responsible for [the] 
business development side, that there is means that 
we were looking at as far as attracting asset man-
agement groups to this Island, or companies.  
 But we have to be innovative and we have got 
to stop lying to the country, that people make deci-
sions on profit on why they have to set up a business 
here or not. That was some of the aspect also. Not 
just because of term limits, or not just because of 
whether they like a certain person. They make the 

decision. I have had discussions with many top “X” 
CEOs. They love Bermuda. And they would bring new 
business here while the term limits were in place. 
They will bring them here. But we know . . . Gracious, 
Peter Hughes, who has, I think it is Apex. Now he has 
been growing one of the biggest asset management 
groups around the world. Loves Bermuda! That guy 
was with us, promoting Bermuda everywhere we 
went. 
 But we have to be truthful! And I have no 
problems saying, I am not going to blame the OBA for 
business not coming here. I am not going to blame 
them because we understand. We have matured. 
 
An Hon. Member: We have matured. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We have matured. We un-
derstand it. But we want to work with the Honourable 
Member, Shawn Crockwell, my good friend. Good 
friend. We have travelled down . . . where have we 
travelled? 
 
The Speaker: You have said that enough times that I 
think— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But I did not tell you where 
we travelled, though.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But we have had some good 
times together.  
 
An Hon. Member: Costa Rica. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Costa Rica. That is where it 
was.  
 
An Hon. Member: You would not want it to get out. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It was Costa Rica. We were 
riding horseback, picking bananas, mangos, and eve-
rything else, and playing golf. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And my good friend, Grant 
Gibbons. We talked about— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, this man is 
imputing improper motives.  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Alluding to something which 
I do not know what he is talking about.  
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am happily married. You 
know that. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There are a lot of things on 
the business development side. This former Govern-
ment has left the foundation for this Government to 
build on. That is why it was very hard for them to 
change much of the Throne Speech. The foundation 
is there. As much as they complain day and night, we 
understand the politics of it.  
 But let me talk about just one more thing, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is casino gambling.  
 
The Speaker: You have got about four minutes left. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, it did not take me— 
 
The Speaker: Five minutes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
An Hon. Member: Take your time. You want some 
help? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have lost my ... page two. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I cannot find it, but I 
can remember it. But I do not know if anybody else 
saw it. And I am sure they did. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But we talk about the refer-
endum on casinos.  
 
An Hon. Member: Gaming. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Gaming. Whatever it is.  

The Honourable Leader and the party over 
there said that they would have a referendum. Just 
like they said two-year suspension. But the Honoura-
ble Leader said in yesterday’s paper, and I am trying 
to— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Premier, the Honour-
able Premier. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Said that we had to . . . it is 
almost like we had to play politics— 
 
An Hon. Member: With everything! 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —with everything. They tell 
you that we will say “referendum”— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order. Point of or-
der, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, please. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Sure. If the Honourable 
Member,— 
 
The Speaker: Hold one second, Honourable Premier.  
 Honourable Member, you need to take your 
seat. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: If the Honourable Member 
cannot find the quote as to what I said, then he needs 
to sit down. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Honour-
able Premier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Get it right. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
An Hon. Member: What is the point of order? 
 
The Speaker: Please, carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. It gave me time to look for the paper. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: This one, it is quoted by . . . I 
must admit, this came from the RG [Royal Gazette] so 
I do not know if it is true or not, but it is in quotes. 
 
The Speaker: You are quoting what the Royal Ga-
zette [of 14 February 2013] says. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, what the quote says, 
and what he, the Honourable Premier, has said. 

“In our platform we said that we believe the 
way forward would be a referendum,” he said. 

“It’s always politically safe to say we’ll go to 
referendum and let the people decide.” 

So, in other words, I have to lie to you, or mis-
lead the public— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
 
The Speaker: All right. 
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Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order. Point of or-
der. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Have a seat. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. The Honourable Member is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: That is not what that is 
saying. 
 

SPEAKER’S RULING 
[Unparliamentary language ordered withdrawn] 

 
The Speaker: Please, Honourable Member, we will 
not use language like that. And I would like for you to 
withdraw— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I withdraw. 
 
The Speaker: —language like that. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I accept. But how about “de-
ceive”?  
 
An Hon. Member: Time is up. 
 
The Speaker: I would like for you to withdraw. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mislead? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But all I am saying is that 
this is what the paper said. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All I am saying is, I am just 
saying, Voters, be aware. There are more things to 
come that this Government has promised they will do, 
which they will not do, but they had to say it just to get 
in. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  

The Chair recognises, and it will be his maid-
en speech, so I expect quiet, the Honourable Member 
from Warwick South East, constituency 24. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, could you 
please remind— 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —the House that this is my 
maiden speech. 
 
The Speaker: I think both sides need to be reminded, 
yes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And that the Government 
should be seen and not heard right now.  
 
The Speaker: Yes, both sides should be seen and not 
heard right now. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I rise, and I would like to first 
thank the constituents and residents of constituency 
24 for allowing me this opportunity and privilege. I 
would also like to thank my manager, Mr. Herby Sig-
gins, for working with me and allowing me to be here 
today. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I am unimpressed with the 
Honourable Minister of Transport and Tourism and 
what he had to say when it comes to his Ministry. He 
started off by saying that— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member, 
sorry. The Honourable Member started off by saying 
that his Government is going to take this country on 
the road to recovery. I would say that . . . I think it has 
been said this way: The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. And I have no doubt that the Gov-
ernment and the Honourable Member, Honourable 
Minister, has the best of intentions, but God is in the 
details. And I have not heard any details when it 
comes to the Honourable Member’s Ministry. 
 I am going to quote the Throne Speech. On 
page 10, when it comes to . . . it says: 
 “It is worth noting that 10 new public buses 
are on order for delivery this year and other options to 
increase ferry lift capacity are under consideration.” 
 The detail for God that is in the detail is that 
the original order for those 10 additional buses came 
under the PLP Government. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 Also, when it comes to the ferry lift capacity, 
the God in the detail for that— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Also, when it comes to the 
ferry lift capacity, the God in the detail for that— 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Carry on. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell:  It is actually, The devil is 
in the details, Mr. Speaker. But the Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House. The buses had not been 
ordered. They were under consideration. The contract 
had not been approved. It had not been approved. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, point of order, 
point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member may be misinformed. But I can tell you from 
where I used to sit. Where I used to sit, those buses 
were approved. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. Just for clarification, if the Honourable Member 
would do his research on the quote, The devil is in the 
details, the original quote was, God is in the details, 
and they changed it. 
 So I would like to continue. So with the ferry 
lift capacity, God is in the details with the fact that un-
der the PLP Government, it was already arranged that 
we were going to lease ferries from the East Coast. 
The owners of those ferries were going to train Ber-
mudians to operate them, and that is how we are go-
ing to do that. But once again, there are no details in 
this Throne Speech. 
 I would like to go on to quote some more de-
tails and give the Honourable Minister an example of 
what a Minister-in-waiting should be doing, which is 
putting details to the country and to its people so they 
understand where things are going and not just being 
sold pipe dreams. On page 10, it goes on to say that 
with the “Heritage Wharf in Dockyard this year, with 
required additional work at the adjoining King’s Wharf 
to be carried out next year.” 
 God is in the details once again. One detail 
that was left out is that, under his Ministry, he would 
like to— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Sorry, once again. Under the 
Honourable Member’s Ministry, he would like— 

 
An Hon. Member: Learned. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable and Learned Member. I am 
sorry, yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Get it right. 
 
The Speaker: It is the Honourable and Learned 
Member. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
  
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I would just like to point out 
that on my maiden speech, it is not being read. I am 
actually— 
 
The Speaker: You are doing fine. You are doing fine. 
You are doing fine by me. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: And so just speak with me, and you are 
fine. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But the Honourable and 
Learned Member is willing to spend millions of tax-
payers’ dollars on a project that is not necessary. It is 
my understanding that we have two major cruise lines 
that are willing to pour millions of dollars into our 
economy by building a port at Murray’s Anchorage in 
St. George’s that would be able to house the mega 
ships that they would like to bring here. But yet, the 
Honourable and Learned Minister would like to spend 
millions of taxpayers’ dollars on a wharf that cannot 
accommodate those and that would help the other 
Honourable Member turn his—what he referred to—
town from a ghost town into a thriving, competitive 
municipality. 
 So I would like to also quote when it comes to 
the Throne Speech on page 10, where the Govern-
ment mentions that when it comes to taxis, that “Taxis 
are a major part of the Island’s transportation land-
scape. The Government will work with taxi owners 
and operators to help them become a more effective 
and better-coordinated group. Legislation will be re-
vised, making GPS in taxis optional.” There are no 
details, once again. 
 This Government-in-waiting has a detailed 
plan on how to make the taxi industry more efficient, 
more effective. All right? And part of that—I will go into 
details now—is about enforcing the law or legislation 
that is already in place—section 35(b), which would 
have all taxis registered to a despatch company. Once 
that is done—because currently, there are approxi-
mately 700 taxis that are on Bermuda’s roads, approx-
imately 500 of them are registered. Sorry—
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approximately 600—approximately 500 of them are 
registered to despatch companies. Once they are reg-
istered to despatch companies, and in talking with 
stakeholders, what they would like to see happen is 
have all taxis come under one umbrella. That would 
then become what could be known as a taxi commis-
sion. With that, there would be one standardised sys-
tem, which would be the GPS, because if it is stand-
ardised, the stakeholders that we have spoken to 
would not mind having the GPS in their car, would not 
need it to be optional, and that would make the taxi 
industry more customer-friendly, more user-friendly for 
the people that reserve taxis and more profitable for 
the owners and operators. 
 I would like to go on to quote when it comes to 
. . . Sorry. Excuse me. 
 
The Speaker: Take your time. Take your time. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: What I would like to also go 
on to say is that when it comes to the Ministry of 
Transport, I notice that the Honourable and Learned 
Member has acknowledged the issues with the fatali-
ties on our road, but offered no solutions, no detailed 
solutions. So once again, I would like to offer . . . As 
small of a solution as it may be, it is still a way for-
ward. And my solution would be that the UK’s highway 
code is publicly available online for free. You do not 
have to pay anybody. It is online for free. I would en-
courage the Government to make our traffic code 
handbook available online. And as we have stated in 
our detailed [Reply] to the Throne Speech, that the 
Opposition believe that the education and awareness 
is the first step in finding and implementing a perma-
nent solution. So hopefully, and unfortunately, I do not 
see the Honourable and Learned Member taking any 
notes. So it looks like I will have to be taking him to 
school for the rest of this Parliamentary session. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So therefore, I would like to 
just encourage the Government and the Honourable 
and Learned Member to not sit back and pretend to 
lead. I would like to actually see them lead by giving 
us details of what they want to do, what they plan on 
doing and how they plan on accomplishing that goal. 
And that is what real leadership is about. Thank you 
very much. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke West, the Honourable Mem-
ber from Pembroke West, constituency 19. The Hon-
ourable Member who is in her maiden speech has the 
floor. 

 Please put on your microphone. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I stand here 
as the proud elected representative of Pembroke 
West, constituency 19. And I must admit, when con-
sidering this maiden speech, one is torn between try-
ing to go through and identify all the good initiatives 
that we have put in our Throne Speech as opposed to 
going through and looking at what the Opposition 
have put forward as their responses. But there are two 
points that I want to make before I start to get into a 
discussion of our Throne Speech Reply. 
 First of all, I must acknowledge that in some 
cases, you cannot help but use ideas that have been 
put before, especially if they have not been imple-
mented. So we as the Government cannot be faulted 
if we have seen a good idea that has not been exe-
cuted and we decide to get on with it and make the 
wheel run faster. You do not have to create a new 
wheel. You just have to make sure that you implement 
it and it runs smoothly. 

So I must also acknowledge that fact that 
when there was another loyal Opposition and they 
responded to the Throne Speech, it was always the 
opportunity to list everything that you want to do be-
cause you might never get a chance to implement it. 
The Government always has the opportunity to be 
able to broadly identify the ideas that they were going 
to create during the year, because during the rest of 
the year they would have the opportunity to come for-
ward and spell out in greater detail what they were 
going to do. So just understand that that is why we 
have taken the opportunity now to come forward with 
the major initiatives—not all the initiatives, but the ma-
jor initiatives. 

I am also looking forward to the Budget De-
bate because I am sure that at that point in time we 
will start to get more involved in the individual items in 
the individual Ministries. And from my perspective, the 
devil is in the detail. 

Mr. Speaker, what I would like to do is identify 
two things. First of all, I am a product of an environ-
ment that was can-do. In our household, you came up 
and there was nothing that you could not do. And the 
entrepreneur spirit was something that was alive and 
well, and the people that were around my family were 
individuals that helped create the Bermuda that we 
know and believe is the Bermuda which has the high 
esteem and the Bermuda which is the first-class 
economy that we have now. 

So when I started to look at what we were do-
ing and when I started to look at what our party was 
putting forward as the Throne Speech, I started to 
look at the goals that we were going to create, and I 
also started to look at what we were going to do in 
terms of creating what I call the can-do spirit. And I 
must admit, I want to quote a few individuals that I 
have looked at, because I think that it will help us put 
what we are doing in context. 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 15 February 2013 111 
 

Mr. Speaker, Mort Zuckerman, in an article 
entitled “We Must Reignite America’s Can-Do Spirit,” 
said, “Putting us on a path where our national econo-
my and government revenues will be growing faster 
than the debts we owe is not austerity, it is sanity and 
leadership.” (And I end the quote.) This new OBA 
Government that I am a part of not only understands 
this, but it has the leadership to do this. Our strength 
is in our ability to conceive and then deliver. Execution 
is the key. 

In that same article, there is a reference to the 
can-do era and the fact that the US at that time, a 
country long celebrated for optimism during a time of 
adversity, was having trouble finding the spirit that at 
times was required in conditions which were even 
worse than they were at the current time. This reso-
nated with me. And it made me more convinced that 
by reigniting the Bermuda spirit, we can get through 
these challenging times. 

Zuckerman said that there is much about 
America that they should be proud of, and he talked 
about the fact that they had the world’s most innova-
tive economy, that they had the world’s top universi-
ties and they had the largest market for information 
technology. That caused me to look at Bermuda. And 
I realised that we have a lot to cheer about even in 
these difficult times. And then I started to list what we 
should cheer about. 

We have a beautiful country. Most of our visi-
tors are repeat visitors. We have friendly people. We 
have a great infrastructure for business. We have 
skilled human capital, talented people, the ability to 
create a light regulatory environment and people that 
would work two jobs just so that they can help them-
selves if they were given the opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda public know that 
the former Government have failed to deal with the 
problems of education, infrastructure, trade and indus-
try policy, and that is why they elected the new OBA 
Government. They wanted change, and they expect 
us to lead. And, as our Leader said, the urgency is 
now. That is why I am so proud of what we have indi-
cated. I just want to go through and highlight a few 
things that I am proud of. 

On page 14 of the Throne Speech, where we 
talk about the fact that “the Government is fully com-
mitted to reforming the public education system to 
equip Bermuda’s young people with the skills and 
training they need to secure good-paying jobs and 
pursue fulfilling careers,” Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment is following on the recommendations of the Hop-
kins Report. But it also has come up with some addi-
tional items. The Career Pathways Programme, I be-
lieve, is going to be absolutely essential if we are go-
ing to have people get involved in the technical, the 
culinary and the financial services sector. 

We also are starting to have consultation on 
the extended school day, designed to provide more 
music, arts, sports—those type of things that people 

used to have before. And I am really pleased about 
that. And when I was out canvassing, those were the 
type of things that the people in the constituency 
wanted to hear about. They wanted to know that it 
was not just about ideas, but we had some things that 
were concrete. 

Especially dear to my heart is the last pro-
gramme that we are talking about on page 14, the 
effective early intervention. We know that if you can 
get children early enough that starts to get them . . . 
that gives them the framework and the foundation to 
be able to go ahead and grow. If there are issues with 
them in terms of their development, if you get it early, 
you do not have them playing catch-up all through 
their school years. So I am really pleased that that is 
something that is going to take place and we are go-
ing to start to expand the screenings up to the age 
four throughout the full calendar year. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been forced to find new 
ways to pay down the accumulated debt. Like other 
countries, we are embarking on a process of reducing 
our excesses and also reigniting our economy. If you 
look on page 3, you will be able to look and see we 
have the Government’s Jobs and Economic Turna-
round Plan. We are also talking about eliminating the 
wasteful Government spending. We understand that 
we have to simultaneously reform and abolish policies 
and practises that have hampered economic growth. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I also understand that, like 
other countries who have found themselves in a simi-
lar situation, the Bermuda public was looking for a 
renewal in leadership which this new OBA Govern-
ment will deliver with the urgency of now. 

We have to reignite the Bermuda spirit. Sadly, 
I am not seeing enough of that. Innovation which 
made us unique, the village helping to raise the child, 
the friendliness, the entrepreneurial spirit—they are 
not there. I am not seeing it. But if we are to survive, 
we have to make the Bermuda spirit evident in every-
thing that we do. We have to work with a purpose. 
The child is at risk. Our neighbourhoods have to join 
together to cover all the areas. I am stressing this be-
cause if you look at the vision and belief that we have 
stated on page 2, which is talking about Government 
making decisions that are for everybody, making sure 
that we do not deal with small interest groups, making 
sure that we are centred on the well-being of the peo-
ple, then this is what is necessary. 

And we state that “the Government hopes all 
Parliamentarians will embrace that philosophy as it 
tries to restore Bermuda’s quality of life.” Mr. Speaker, 
I am so pleased that my cousin, the Leader of the Op-
position, is indicating that his party will embrace that 
philosophy. Because he is correct—and I quote: “Our 
people [of Bermuda] are disinterested in politicians 
opposing their government just for the sake of scoring 
political brownie points. Our people are disinterested 
in game playing, manipulation and deceit.” And I be-
lieve that that is true. Because when we were out 
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canvassing on people’s doorsteps, the people wanted 
us to set a new standard. They wanted to see us as 
politicians to have that role, that role model that says, 
We are going to be different. We are going to create 
an environment that they should operate, and we 
have to lead by example. 
 So, for me, it is important that the Government 
live up to what we have promised, that we deal with 
the potential of all the people in Bermuda. And, Mr. 
Speaker, I am also recognising that, in addition to that 
spirit, that we have to have passion in what we are 
doing. And I am hoping that as we come and we ad-
dress the issues in the House and we address the 
platforms that we are putting forward in our Throne 
Speech, that each one of us here will commit our-
selves to making sure that we do what is important to 
Bermuda and operate in the best interests of Bermu-
da. Because if we do not make the commitment, if we 
do not keep an open mind, if we are not flexible and if 
we do not have faith in what we are doing and live 
with passion, then Bermuda is not going to get the 
best that it needs from us as elected politicians. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe that our Government 
has plans to deal with the major issues that the mem-
bers of my constituency have raised when I was out 
canvassing. And I just enumerated a few of them. 
They wanted us to control the public debt. They want-
ed us to create jobs. They wanted us to reduce 
crimes. They wanted us to improve the quality of edu-
cation. And they wanted us to provide for better care 
for our seniors. More importantly and most importantly 
for people of my ilk and era, they wanted affordable 
health care. So we are looking at delivering on those 
items. 

If Bermuda is to survive, we have to reignite 
the Bermuda spirit. Mr. Speaker, I cannot reiterate 
that often enough. As we have stated to the people in 
our Throne Speech, and I quote, “[Your] Government 
believes it understands the hopes of the people . . . 
and sets out on its journey toward a new day, firm in 
its intention to act for the realization of those hopes.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I will play my part in working to 
ensure the transparency that we have committed our-
selves to, and I will vigorously defend our perfor-
mance and also defend and dispel any misinfor-
mation. Mr. Speaker, I am mindful of the fact that 
when Europe was trying to reignite its entrepreneurial 
spirit, it also had to put into place plans to combat 
measures on crime and education. And it caused me 
to remember and remind myself that that is why I am 
so pleased that we have included in our programmes 
things that address the types of issues that they were 
concerned about in Europe. 
 In Europe, they looked at entrepreneurial ed-
ucation and training to support growth and business 
creation. They looked at creating an entrepreneurial 
environment, and they looked at having role models to 
reach out to different groups. Mr. Speaker, on page 7, 
when you look at the creation of the new Bermuda 

Technical Education and Workforce Development 
Agency, which will include the new [National] Training 
Centre, that speaks and strikes to the heart of creating 
the entrepreneurial environment. It also, Mr. Speaker, 
means that when we start to look at dealing with the 
creation of the jobs that Bermudians will be able to 
aspire to in the Department of Tourism, that says to 
me that we understand the need to make sure that our 
Bermudians are going to play a contribution and have 
a part and a role in the expansion of our economy. 
 The decision to launch the Product Develop-
ment Bureau will allow us to utilise the innovative en-
trepreneurial spirit that made Bermuda famous years 
ago, and I look forward to seeing that. I am so happy 
when the Minister talked about setting up—the De-
partment of Tourism setting up the Product Develop-
ment Conference. When he talked about getting ideas 
from Bermudians and allowing them to help to inno-
vate and set up the businesses that will use these 
ideas, it just made me feel so good because, I am 
saying, it is that entrepreneurial spirit. It is reigniting 
the Bermuda that we used to know. I am not saying 
that the Bermuda that we used to know is the Bermu-
da that we will use going forward. But that spirit is 
what is really important. It is that spirit that got us 
where we are. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say in closing 
that increasing the levels of cooperation, trust and 
loyalty among all sectors of the community will 
achieve these goals. I want to say, straight upfront: 
We have a plan, but more importantly, we have the 
strategy and the ability to execute the plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is time for action. It is time to 
reignite the Bermuda spirit. The urgency is now. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 There is no one else wishing to speak? 
 Honourable Premier?  

Carry on. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Minis-
ter, from Hamilton South, Minister for the Environment 
and Planning. 
 Minister Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to thank the constitu-
ents of constituency 7, Hamilton South, for placing 
their trust in me, a trust that I take seriously and one 
that I would uphold with the utmost confidence and 
integrity. I am very humbled and grateful to be here, 
and I pledge to work hard on their behalf. (I wish this 
microphone was a little taller.) 
 
[Laughter]  
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Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I would also like to 
thank my family for their support, and I would also like 
to thank the Honourable Michael Scott, JP, MP, who 
is my cousin on my mother’s side, for being my politi-
cal role model. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: And you, too, Cole, 
the Honourable Member, Cole Simons. But I have had 
two very good role models. They may not have known 
it at the time, but I have been watching their careers 
for a long time. They inspired me to be here tonight. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand here today 
with my fellow MPs, happy and enthusiastic to be part 
of this history-making Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, the mission of the Ministry of 
Environment and Planning is to lead Bermuda to-
wards sustainability by protecting our natural and built 
environment. I must say, since assuming the role of 
this Ministry, I have been very impressed with the 
passion, the professionalism and dedication of the 
employees in the various departments that I have re-
sponsibility for. And I believe that, as Government, we 
must highlight their successes. Their successes are 
our successes. 
 The Ministry’s role is to ensure balance be-
tween Bermuda’s social, economic and environmental 
needs. To this end, my Ministry will enhance creation 
of open spaces by working with interested persons 
and the wider community to consider the development 
and management of Southlands as a national park. 
That is an area of Bermuda that is very special to me. 
I spent a lot of time growing up in that area. My par-
ents still live in that area. So I am very pleased that I 
could be an integral part of turning that area into a 
national park for the benefit of my children and the 
children of Bermuda. 
 My Ministry will assist in job creation by fur-
ther improving the time taken to obtain a planning de-
cision, determining where other operational and or-
ganisational changes need to be made to achieve this 
goal. The Ministry will preserve the environment by 
building upon prior steps that saw special develop-
ment orders become subject to Parliamentary scruti-
ny. My Ministry will create a protocol to guide the re-
quest for consideration of and granting of SDOs. And 
work has already begun on this. So we are going to 
continue to build on this. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government finds itself in 
the unenviable position of having to deal with the prior 
Government’s unintended consequences. This is a 
term that I heard quite a bit in the lead-up to the last 
election. And when I heard that term unintended con-
sequences, it really caused me to pause and ask my-
self, What is an unintended consequence? Amazingly 
enough, recently, I saw a definition of it. And it went 
something like this: An unintended consequence is 
the result of implementation of a policy the conse-

quences of which are not fully understood. That 
means you do something, and you intend for one 
thing to happen, but something else happens. And 
you say, Well, why did that other thing happen? That 
is not what I thought was going to happen. 
 Well, that happened a lot with the previous 
Government in a lot of different areas. Let me give 
you some examples. Let us get specific. The increase 
in the payroll tax without consultation—what was the 
unintended consequence? Loss of Bermudian jobs, 
redundancies and business closures. What was an-
other unintended consequence? The requirement for 
land licences for foreign-born spouses of Bermudians. 
Now, that is a personal one for me. My wife is not 
Bermudian. And when I saw that requirement, I felt 
like I had to get a dog licence or something. It was 
ridiculous from the get-go. 

Mr. Speaker, I was glad when the previous 
Government took one step and turned back the li-
cence requirement for the purchase of a first home, 
but they did not go far enough. So we had to come 
behind with our broom and remove the requirement 
for the licence for subsequent houses, which was the 
right thing to do. We should not be discriminating 
against Bermudians with non-Bermudian spouses. 

What was another unintended consequence? 
The seemingly prolific use of SDOs. So what was the 
unintended consequence of that? A virtually empty 
Grand Atlantic project sitting up there in the South 
Shore that I drive by quite a bit when I go to see my 
mother and father, and I see one light on in the whole 
place. 

What is another unintended consequence? 
Let us talk about that phrase that has got everybody in 
a tizzy this week—term limits. The unintended conse-
quence saw local companies shedding jobs in Bermu-
da and relocating those jobs—the jobs still existed, 
but they relocated the jobs to other jurisdictions. As a 
result of those jobs leaving Bermuda, Bermudians lost 
jobs as foreign workers left Bermuda in droves and 
took the jobs that employed Bermudians, and some-
times entire departments, with them. 

I am going to refer now to page 5 of the Reply 
to the Throne Speech. It says, “The PLP encourages 
the government to take immediate action on enhanc-
ing the work permit framework and making changes to 
immigration laws to provide Bermudians with the as-
surance that they will not be treated like second class 
citizens in our country of birth.” Just the audacity of 
that to be written there, it just burns me up, Mr. 
Speaker! 

I will tell you why. For years before the One 
Bermuda Alliance became the Government, my peers 
who worked in construction, who were carpenters and 
masons, guys I grew up with, had a lot of respect for, 
good hard-working, honest, hard-working Bermudians, 
would stop me on the street and practically cry on my 
shoulder about how they were being exploited by 
Bermudian employers in their own country, making 
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wages that they were making in 1978. They would 
have one or two Bermudians on the job site, and the 
rest were from other countries. I am not against peo-
ple being here from other countries, but come on, 
now. And this was under the watch of a government 
who was standing strong for Bermudians. The hypoc-
risy of it all just amazes me, Mr. Speaker. 

And that is a major reason why I am standing 
in this House today. I talked to my peers, Mr. Speaker, 
who were supporters of the PLP, as I was at that time, 
to encourage them to stand forward and to take a 
stand because they knew what was going on was 
wrong. But they had their personal reasons why they 
did not step forward. So I had to. So here I am today. 
Because I care about the little guy, Mr. Speaker. I 
come from an international business background, Mr. 
Speaker. But I care about people. And too many of 
our people were suffering needlessly under the prior 
Government. 

So let us ask the question: Were these unin-
tended consequences? Or bad policies implemented 
as a result of poorly thought-through decisions by the 
previous Government? I think the latter, Mr. Speaker. 

As an aside, I went to a public forum earlier 
this week to discuss term limits. The Honourable 
Member, Mr. Roban, was there, as was Senator, Mr. 
Mike Fahy, (Let me pronounce his name correctly.) 
And I sat in that audience of, let us say 600 people. 
The Royal Gazette said 300, but it was about 600 
people there, very concerned Bermudians, as was I. 
(There were a lot of people standing up.) 

I sat there and I listened to a lot of anger com-
ing from the people in that audience. People got on 
two microphones and, for a half hour, described, Mr. 
Speaker, how they felt discriminated against in their 
own country in terms of employment and how Bermu-
dians were not being promoted, but a non-Bermudian 
was. And they were very angry, and they expressed 
that anger vociferously. But I sat there, Mr. Speaker, 
and I said, You know what? If I was not a Bermudian, 
if somebody just plucked me from another country or 
brought me to Bermuda from Mars and sat me in that 
audience and I listened to the anger coming from 
Bermudians like myself who have worked hard and 
educated themselves, Mr. Speaker, but were unem-
ployed, I would have thought that Mr. Fahy had been 
a Member of Government for the last 14 years. The 
One Bermuda Alliance has been Government for just 
short of two months. 

But nobody in that room wanted to 
acknowledge the fact that their suffering occurred over 
the last 14 years when the Progressive Labour Party 
was Government, Mr. Speaker. This is the truth. This 
is what we need to talk about. And this is what I am 
here to do. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: This is not politics. 
This is real people’s lives. When I was canvassing my 
constituency, I sat in so many living rooms of gentle-
men who were contractors whose businesses had 
failed. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
their businesses had failed needlessly. But yet, some-
how, the prior Government was standing strong for 
Bermudians, Mr. Speaker. 
 In any event, in closing, Mr. Speaker—I think I 
have said enough for tonight—this Government will 
give employers a two-year payroll tax relief for all the 
Bermudian hires. This incentive will result in increased 
hiring opportunities for Bermudians. This Government 
has set aside land licences for Bermudians with for-
eign-born spouses, Mr. Speaker, for the purchase of 
additional dwellings. This will invigorate our depressed 
housing market. This Government will continue to 
build upon SDOs being subject to Parliamentary scru-
tiny by employing a protocol that is clearly articulated, 
transparent and fair. 
 This Government has abolished term limits, 
after making a commitment to effectively enforce the 
work permit policy—let us read that again—effectively 
enforce the work permit policy and to punish those 
employers who abuse the work permit policy, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is undoubtedly facing 
financial and social challenges. This Government will 
do our part to facilitate economic activity while being 
mindful of Bermuda’s social and environmental needs. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 I will then recognise the Honourable Premier. 
There will be no other speakers after the Premier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I am not exactly sure what 
is taking place. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I certainly am a bit surprised at that. This is 
the opportunity for the Opposition to exercise its right 
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to speak extensively to the Throne Speech. It seems 
that they have elected to allow this debate to close 
down. 
 Let me first say that I am truly honoured by 
this opportunity that Bermuda has afforded the OBA. 
And to my branch Members, I want to say thank you 
to them for doing such a fantastic job at representing 
what it means to truly run a well-run campaign. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: So, because we have a lot 
of noise going around, I just want to speak to what I 
heard today thus far, Mr. Speaker. What I have heard 
is, we have got to be honest with ourselves, Mr. 
Speaker. We should not be pretending to lead, Mr. 
Speaker. I have heard things hurled out—consultants, 
Mr. Speaker. I, for the life of me, cannot fathom why 
the Opposition would even bring up the word “con-
sultants.” 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I have heard things like, 
Your house is built on sand, Mr. Speaker. Yet their 
house has been moved! They are over there. I have 
heard words like “fraud” being thrown around, Mr. 
Speaker. Well, maybe, just maybe, Mr. Speaker, Ber-
muda was thinking about that as well. Then I heard 
from one of the Honourable and Learned new Mem-
bers that the road to hell is paved with good inten-
tions. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me just read a quote to you 
that I saw when I opened up the paper today,  that the 
former Honourable Member, Premier Dr. Ewart Brown 
said that complacency was “a key factor behind the 
PLP’s loss.” Let me look up the word “complacency.” 
“A feeling of contentment or self-satisfaction,” Mr. 
Speaker, “especially when coupled with an unaware-
ness of danger or trouble.”  

So I might aptly replace the phrase compla-
cency with, Yes, the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions, because the former administration took too 
long to get things done. The former administration 
failed to recognise that they were in a mode of com-
placency. 
 So the people spoke. Whether the Opposition 
felt that all of their people did not come out and vote, 
that is a vote. That is a vote of discontent. That is a 
message to them that maybe they should be listening 
a little better. Then I heard words being said like 
“whippersnappers”! And that we got, oh, seven new 
Members over here. Well, I want to remind the Oppo-
sition, Mr. Speaker, that it is the whippersnappers that 
put them where they are! 
 
[Desk thumping, cheering and general uproar] 
 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Speaker, normally I 
would not talk like this or carry on like this here. But 
you know what, Mr. Speaker? All of this nonsense that 
I have written down that I have heard this evening de-
serves a response—deserves a response. What it 
tells me, Mr. Speaker, is that our Opposition has failed 
to listen to the message that was sent. 
 I recognised a year ago when we were just 
going through a Throne Speech and a Reply as I sat 
on the other side and how many Honourable and 
Learned Members who are sitting over there right now 
talked about, Oh, well, you are always going to be 
sitting in that seat. Well, I want to say to you, Mr. 
Speaker, in their hearing, it was good to warm up their 
seats for them. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: That is all right. That is all 
right. 
 See, Mr. Speaker, what they fail to under-
stand is that you do not need to say a whole lot. They 
have been saying a whole lot for 14 years, and noth-
ing has gotten done! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And so here we stand in 
2013, and they are still talking and have not learned a 
lesson. This is about action. This is not about saying a 
whole lot of words and fancy phrases and all of that 
kind of thing. And it is not going to be long? Yeah. 
Hmmm. Yes. The opportunity exists, Mr. Speaker, to 
do the right thing. 
 Let me read you a quote, Mr. Speaker. “We 
must use time creatively, and forever realise that the 
time is always ripe to do right.” Why wait so long to 
get things done? When their own Members were try-
ing to say to them, You are in a mode of complacen-
cy. 
 So let me go back to the Throne Speech. It 
sums up very well where this Government wishes to 
take the Island: “Bermuda has the potential to soar in 
virtually every sphere.” I believe everyone in this Hon-
ourable House believes that. “Bermuda can shore up 
its position as a world leader in insurance, reinsur-
ance, international business and finance. Bermuda 
can re-establish itself as a premier tourism destina-
tion. Bermuda can have a first-class public education 
system and shape pathways for its young people to 
be on the world stage. Bermuda can produce the next 
Earl Cameron, inspire the next Picasso, help cure dis-
ease and design cutting-edge computer software. 
There is no bar to our success,” Mr. Speaker. “This 
Government”—“This Government,” Mr. Speaker, “will 
take every measure to ensure that we live up to our 
potential and that no one is left behind as it strives to 
recover, rebuild and restore the promise of Bermu-
da—to make it Number One again.” 
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 So I will aptly say, Mr. Speaker, that the noise 
will continue. But I will remind Members of this Hon-
ourable House that we have a work to do. And I was 
saying it last year, and I will say it again this year, that 
it is taking this Honourable House far too long to get 
legislative matters to the table, far too long to get 
things done. There is no one in this Honourable 
House, Mr. Speaker, that can say that we have been 
prudent and up to the task of ensuring that we get 
things done swiftly, because it has not happened. It is 
taking too long. And when we as Honourable Mem-
bers in here take too long to get things done, Mr. 
Speaker, then our people hurt. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Then our people feel pain. 

The noise still continues, Mr. Speaker. Do you 
want to know why? Because to delay is to live in deni-
al. To delay is to live in denial. So the cackling and all 
the noise will continue because they have not listened 
to what Bermuda said on December 17th. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: They have not listened. So 
I believe that we have, in this House, Mr. Speaker, 
Members who want to do the right thing. 

And, We want a snap election, and all those 
kinds of things. Mr. Speaker, allow them to warm their 
seats up for a little longer. There is not going to be 
any snap election called. We are going to get some 
work done here, Mr. Speaker. We are going to get 
some work done. 

 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 

 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Let me read another quote 
to you, Mr. Speaker. “All great organisations,” Mr. 
Speaker—and this was by a man, Francis Maude, 
who in the UK was reforming civil service. 

 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Francis Maude, who was 
reforming civil service, said, that all great organisa-
tions have to get better or they will get worse. You 
cannot stand still. If you think you are, you are getting 
worse. It continues on to say this, Mr. Speaker. It is 
his goal—and it is mine as well—to make us faster, 
more accountable, less bureaucratic, more unified, 
more digital and, yes, Mr. Speaker, amidst all of those 
wonderful things, even to be more fun. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, upon taking on this hon-
ourable position, I elected to call all of the Permanent 
Secretaries together and all of the heads of depart-
ments together to remind them of this: “Failure to join 

hands across racial, political, cultural economic and 
business lines will thwart efforts [of moving this coun-
try forward]. Tough decisions will be required.” This is 
on page 2. “Without them, there will be no resolution 
to the problems we face.” 
 So I am looking forward to this next session, 
because I truly believe that the Honourable Members 
in this House wish to move things forward. I have 
heard that. And I want to say this, that I commend the 
Opposition for many of the recommendations that they 
have made, even for the criticism as well. Not all of it 
constructive, but I will accept it, Mr. Speaker. Howev-
er, I will not stand by and allow this Honourable House 
to move slowly and not to get to the business of our 
people, because every single one of us, Mr. Speaker, 
just a few months ago was out campaigning. And eve-
ry single one of us saw the pain on our people’s faces 
that they were feeling. And so that has moved us as a 
Government to have an aggressive plan. We have got 
a short period of time to get a whole lot of work done. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Now, let me move this way 
here. The cackling continues. The cackling continues 
to go on. Your head has already been taken off. That 
is why you are sitting in those seats. Your head is al-
ready taken off. This is our headless horseman talking 
right now, Mr. Speaker, our headless horseman hav-
ing a whole lot to say. 
 Let me continue on with the quote from [the 
Bermuda Sun about] the former Premier, Dr. Ewart 
Brown. It says, “[Dr. Brown says] the OBA is proving 
to be ‘decisive.’” I am wondering where he got that 
impression from. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I never said that. I never 
said that. 
 
[Laughter and general uproar] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: But you know, Mr. Speak-
er— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Members. Let us 
settle down. 
 Carry on, Honourable Premier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I can truly say that I do have a friend in Dr. 
Ewart Brown. Several years ago, we struck up a rela-
tionship. We share the same birthday. Mr. Speaker, it 
is interesting, you know. Some of us love to claim 
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people, or believe that we have or there is a certain 
sector of this Island that relates and can relate . . . 
complacency. Because there are many of us in this 
Assembly who can relate to the average Bermudian, 
Mr. Speaker. That is why the Opposition sits where it 
sits, because the Honourable and Learned Members 
in this Government that are sitting on this side with 
me, Mr. Speaker, took to task to understand the con-
cerns of this country and the concerns of the people. 
And we will move with swiftness. 
 And, yes, there will be many occasions where 
we may have to reassess things. I am not afraid to 
say that. Because now that I have had the opportunity 
to look under the hood and to see the counsel that 
was given in the past, and only to see that it was just 
brushed aside, only to have representatives to fly to 
this country to say that unless you get things moving, 
you are about to drown! The counsel has not been 
taken. 
 
An Hon. Member: You have not looked. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And, listen. They continue 
on to say, You have not looked. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, it is rather interesting to 
hear the noise continue on. I am sure that we will con-
tinue to hear the noise. However, it has taken too long 
for us to get things done! Yes, and I continue to hear 
the cackle as the Honourable Member that sits across 
from us said he wanted quiet, implored some of our 
Members, Shhh! Shhh! But yet the noise continues. 
See, you cannot hear when you are making noise be-
cause it leads to complacency. That is what happens. 
 Mr. Speaker, we continue on with the urgency 
of now. I would implore that all of us in this Honoura-
ble House recognise that there is an urgency of now. 
Our people are asking us to move, to help them, to 
get on with the business of restoring this country to 
where it once was, number one in social activities, 
number one when it came to business, number one 
when it came to people just like myself, who came 
from a single-parent home, who went away and got an 
education, because under that labour movement, they 
said you need to get an education to make something 
of yourself. You know what? Under that labour move-
ment, that was one of the greatest things that ever 
happened, to say to our kids, You get an education to 
change things, to make it better. 
 So here we are to make it better. So it is great 
that we get to go home early tonight, a wonderful 
thing.  

So we thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this oppor-
tunity. I am sure that enough has been said already 
from Honourable Members. So, Mr. Speaker, I would 
say that the Throne Speech has been fully debated by 
the people’s Parliament. And I send this message, Mr. 
Speaker, that a message be sent to His Excellency 
the Governor that the Throne Speech has been fully 
debated. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that mes-
sage being sent to the Governor? 
 There are no objections. 
 We now move to our Order No. 2in the name 
of the Minister of Finance. Is that carried over? 
 Order No. 3 in the name of the Minister of Fi-
nance. Is that carried over as well? 
 Order No. 4 is a Resolution to be moved by 
the Premier. Carried over? 
 Order No. 5 by Mr. Roban, which will be car-
ried over. 
 Mr. Premier? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the House now adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Next week, Friday. I do not 
know what that date is. What is that date? 
 
The Speaker: February 22nd. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: February 22nd. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It has been moved that the House be 
adjourned to February 22nd. 

I recognise the Honourable Member from 
Hamilton Parish, Mr. W. F. Furbert. 
 Honourable Member Furbert, you have the 
floor. 
 

MOTIONS ON THE ADJOURNMENT 
 

REFLECTING ON PLP GOVERNMENT 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
will not be too long. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Are you the Leader, Mi-
chael? I just want to make sure. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Because, Mr. Speaker, it 
seems like every time I stand up the Leader always 
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speaks. And I just want to make sure which leader I 
am speaking to. 
 Let me say this, Mr. Speaker. Let me say, Mr. 
Speaker, that I am talking about . . . the Government 
is always talking about this 14 years, always talking 
about 14 years as if the whole 14 years was terrible. 
Now, they are all aware— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am just about to say that. I 
was about to say that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I was about to 
say that.  

I said “All are aware” that I sat on this side for 
12 years with them. So I know what I am talking 
about. But you cannot say for 14 years that the former 
Government did bad for this country. You cannot say 
that, Mr. Speaker. As a matter of fact, the Minister of 
Finance and those businesspeople on that side would 
admit, from 1998 to 2006, this country did extremely 
well under the Progressive Labour Party. 
 
An Hon. Member: Where were you, though? Where 
were you? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I was sitting there with you, 
Michael. I was sitting here on this side. So I under-
stand that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I said the Progressive La-
bour Party Government— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, let me hear 
what this Honourable Member has to say, please. 
 Carry on, Mr. Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We have to . . . And I told . . 
. That is why I said during the debate, “We have to be 
truthful.” For eight years— 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of clarification, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Sure. Please. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
An Hon. Member: The Honourable Member said, in 
his last words he said, “We have to be truthful.” That 
Member is on record as saying in 2007 you could not 
trust the PLP Government. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
  
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, okay, I said it. I 
said it. Our consultants, that is what they advised us 
to say, so we said it. 
 
[Laughter, inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And we paid for it. We paid 
for it. The United Bermuda Party consulted at the 
time. As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, as you proba-
bly know, my picture and video were all over the 
YouTube and they floated brochures all around Hamil-
ton Parish, as if they were to get rid of me by doing 
that. But they could not. But they could not. Okay? 
 
An Hon. Member: We want you here. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But let me just say, Mr. 
Speaker, getting back to the point. Getting back to the 
point, getting back to the point—UBP, BDA, OBA, 
those three, Mr. Speaker, I am saying to you that this 
House and this country have to admit that for eight 
years this country did extremely well under the Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government. And I was saying 
it. I was saying it. The country did extremely well. It 
grew from a $3 billion economy in 1998. It grew from a 
$3 billion economy in 1998 to $6 billion by 2006/07. It 
did extremely well. 
 Insurance companies were coming here in 
droves. After 9/11, Mr. Speaker, significant amounts 
of new capital of insurance companies came here. 
There is no going “No.” It is true. It is true. They came 
here around the 9/11, during that period. It was a 
whole breed of new insurance companies here. So 
the country did extremely well. And the things that . . . 
I heard the Honourable Member, Mr. Speaker, say 
that the Government at the time— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Members, Members, let us, please, 
settle. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —the Government of the 
time did not accomplish much. But in fact, you know, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Minister of Finance at that time 
put in place protections to ensure that business was to 
survive, particularly in the hotel industry. Payroll tax 
was removed on employer and employee at that par-
ticular—in the hotel industry. The retail sector itself, 
that the Honourable Member is quite aware of, bene-
fited this last summer and up to now based on remov-
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ing the payroll tax and the employee tax for retail. The 
restaurant industry did well, was removed to insure. 
So you cannot say that the Government did not do 
anything from 1998 to 2006. 

Now, we all know, except my honourable 
friend, the Honourable Minister, Bob Richards, knew 
that things were going to get tough. Right? I mean, 
even like I said, every industry—the Bank of Butter-
field, everything, everybody should have spoken to 
Bob, the Honourable Minister. Because everybody 
should have listened to Bob at that time. The whole 
world should have been listening to the Honourable 
Minister at the time about the situation. The Obama 
administration, everybody should have listened to . . . 
President Bush, everybody, because at that time 
things changed. The world changed. And so we were 
affected. We are a small industry. 

In fact, even right now, the GDP is much 
higher than it was in 1998, at this point in time. I think 
about 5.4, 5.2. Whatever it is, it is not under 5. And so 
we are higher at this time than we were in 1998. So 
we accept that things . . . And it was unfortunate at 
this time that the Progressive Labour Party was in 
Government in 2007/08 when things started to de-
cline. 

Mr. Speaker, every country suffered during 
that time, from 2008 up to now, different countries. 
And yes, we understand that there are countries who 
are now starting to pull out of the mire. We understand 
that. But you cannot point your finger . . . people say, 
For 14 years, the Progressive Labour Party Govern-
ment did extremely bad. It was not true. It is not true. 
Part of the reason why we got a housing glut is be-
cause people were starting to build so many houses 
during that time because we thought the expansion 
would continue. Right? Office blocks were being built 
because we thought the economic boom was going to 
continue. So many of us got caught out in that time. 

Gracious! I borrowed some money from my 
honourable friend, Grant Gibbons, during that time. I 
wish I had not. I wish I had not. If I knew, I would have 
spoke to Uncle Bob. I wish I had spoken to Bob. I 
would have got it. Right? I wish I had not. You know. 
But trust me. I had a little small cottage on the water-
side, and I went to my Uncle Grant, and we—you 
know, we built something down there. But I should 
have listened to my Uncle Grant [sic]. 

So let us not keep on saying 14 years. Admit 
that the country did extremely well for—I mean, the 
Honourable Member Michael Dunkley sold a lot of 
milk from 1998 to . . . His business did well. Insurance 
companies did well. Law firms did well. Accounting 
companies did well, did great during that time. Busi-
ness was booming! Construction companies did ex-
tremely well from 1998 to 2006. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We know that. So let us not . 
. . Let us tell the country the truth. Yes, some things 
have happened. And yes, the Government made 
some mistakes. They made some mistakes from 2007 
and so on, I am sure. I heard the Honourable former 
Minister and Premier admit that there were some mis-
takes made. We know that. You know that. Human 
beings make mistakes. They made mistakes. We 
made mistakes when I was on that side. We know 
that. And they will make mistakes, also. 
 They are 45 days less short of losing the next 
election, however many days are left, because what-
ever days there are, there are 45 days less. You will 
be out sitting back on this side. So get used to it. Get 
used to sitting on that side. Trust me. I do not like to 
sit on this side watching the sun come up. I told my 
wife, “I will never be back in that room around the cor-
ner there again.” But I am. So do not get your hopes 
up, and do not get your hopes up and say that it will 
never happen. I thought it would never happen, either, 
to be honest with you. 
 And if you look at the numbers, my honoura-
ble friend said we come up from 9, yes. No one—no 
one, if they had a bet running, Mr. Speaker, about the 
former Premier losing a seat in 14, nobody would 
have bet, or they would have won a lot of money. 
They would have won a lot of money.. I know my 
friend, Glen, I know is a hard worker. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member is 
a hard worker. So I know that. I know how . . . I was 
comrades with . . . I understand some of the things 
that they did. All right? So they are hard workers. And 
some mistakes they can learn by. 
 But I can tell you right now, Mr. Speaker, do 
not get—do not go betting on the future. Do not bet on 
the future. Because there are few seats I could point 
out that . . . Trust me. They know how I like canvass-
ing. I am coming after some of those Members. And in 
45 days, whatever the days are up, five years less 45 
days. How many days have we been in place? I do 
not know. 
 
An Hon. Member: You are such a faithful PLP Mem-
ber. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, that Honoura-
ble Member is speaking outside his chair. That Hon-
ourable Member he knows should not be speaking 
outside of his chair. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Speaker, I thought he was Abraham Lincoln when he 
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walked in here just now, that movie. He could have 
been the Abraham Lincoln person, only he was too 
short. 
 So Mr. Speaker, I am saying that for eight 
years, the country did well. And so we have to be ap-
preciative of the individuals on that side who benefited 
over that period of time. The country benefited, and 
some of those Members on that side benefited. And, 
yes, we admit that the economy turned in 2007 and it 
deteriorated. But we want to work with the other side, 
because we also believe—we believe in Bermuda. We 
do. We do. We believe in Bermuda. And that Honour-
able Member, the AG . . . By the way, long story short, 
I can remember those Honourable Members, when 
some of them would have crossed the floor to the PLP 
even when I crossed over. I have not told that story 
yet. But we will— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. I know 
you have more stories than most of us. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is right! That is right! I 
know. My honourable friend, Shawn Crockwell, he 
knows. Ask me, can I speak to the former Premier? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Come on, Shawn, you know 
that. 
 
[Laughter and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Anyway, so we will not get 
into that because it is my good friend. We will not get 
into that. We will not get into that. 
 
An Hon. Member: He is over here now! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We will not get into that. 

So some of them wanted to cross over right 
here also, Mr. Speaker. But that is another story for 
another day. Right? 

So we appreciate the Government. They are 
all good friends. I did not realise there are so many 
cousins on that side or cousins on this. I did not real-
ise that. 

 
The Speaker: It is Bermuda, it is, Bermuda, Honoura-
ble Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, we are all family. Yes, 
we are family. So we have . . . The Leader is cousin to 
the Honourable Member Jeanne Atherden. The Hon-
ourable Member Michael Scott is cousin to Member 
Sylvan, wherever he is. I am cousin to Kenny Bas-
come, the Member, good friends. So we are friends. 
We are cousins, supporting . . . And Craig is cousin to 

Zane, the Honourable Member Zane. I am cousin to 
Grant Gibbons. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No! 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member said no. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, why do you 
think my colour is this? Why do you think I am this 
tone? That Honourable Member . . . Anyway, we are 
having some fun. It is closing day. 
 But anyway, Mr. Speaker, I am just saying 
that you should not be saying about 14 years. This 
country did do well under the former Government. And 
we understand that we have got to move ahead, and 
we are going to work together with the Government. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Thank you very much. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Roban. 
 Mr. Roban, you have the floor. 
 

OBA WORK PERMIT INITIATIVES  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Very interesting, I saw an interesting article 
today in the paper in which the Opposition raised 
some concerns in relation to one of the other new pol-
icy statements that the Government has come out 
with. As they said in this debate, you know, they are 
moving quick; they are moving quick to act, quick to 
judgment; decisive. And one of the announcements 
was our take on a policy announcement that the Hon-
ourable Minister for Home Affairs had made earlier 
this week, gone, in relation to some new policy initia-
tives in the area of Home Affairs, around work per-
mits. Certainly, this seems to be one promise that they 
are keeping, that they are moving decisively in this 
particular area. 

A number of the policy statements, Mr. 
Speaker, are interesting and perhaps are needed. But 
there was one that I think has raised great concern 
amongst the public, namely, their interest in relaxing 
the permit requirement for the children of non-
Bermudians below the age of 19 years of age, a policy 
proposal by the Honourable Minister. I can certainly 
say that that is one of the proposals that is raising 
great concern amongst the community. If you listen, 
Mr. Speaker, there are people who are concerned 
about that particular policy. But the public seems to 
express great concern about their movement in this 
area for the past six weeks. And I think what the OBA 
Government is learning, Mr. Speaker, is that you can 
run a campaign via press conference and press re-
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lease. But running a Government that way does not 
work, will not work. 

Because certainly, this past Wednesday, Mr. 
Speaker, when a forum was held by a public body 
around the issue of work permits and term limits, it 
was well attended by the public, by the voters, who, I 
guess, were there to hear what had to be said on the 
matter. 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I just read a 
point of order in the fact that I know when we were 
debating the Throne [Speech], clearly the term limit 
issue was in the Throne Speech. However, the Hon-
ourable Member who is now speaking has led a mo-
tion as it relates to term limits. And I think that it is 
rules within—and immigration reform. And therefore, 
these debates should be confined to that motion. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Actually . . . Have a seat, Honour-
able Member. Have a seat. 
 Actually, Members, the motion speaks to term 
limits and not to work permits. So he can in fact 
speak. 
 So you speak to work permits and not to term 
limits, if you would. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: No problem, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Because otherwise, we are anticipating 
what is coming. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That is exactly what I was re-
ferring to. The Honourable Member who raised him-
self . . . But I referred to a work permit and policy 
statement made in the paper earlier this week by the 
Honourable Minister, work permit policy, not term lim-
its. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: There is a point of order. One second. 
 Yes? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I am 
just looking at the motion here. And actually, it says, 
“[That] this Honourable House opposes removal of 
term limits until there is comprehensive immigration 
reform . . ..” What that Honourable Member is now 

talking about is that immigration reform that the Minis-
ter responsible for immigration— 
 
The Speaker: Immigration reform. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: So unless he wants 
to take up his motion now— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
The Speaker: Would you mind having a seat? Let the 
Honourable Member finish. And then I will inform. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve what we are now talking about is immigration 
reform, because that is precisely what the article in 
the paper was about today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Honourable Member, if you can in your delib-
erations, if you would stick to specifically the work 
permit, then I will allow that. But go no further than 
that. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and I was 
referring to a forum that was held this week. And I am 
referring to concerns made about work permits. And 
as the Government has clearly stated, they are sepa-
rate. So I am certainly referring to an article that was 
in the paper today, and so part of the public record 
and what was raised in that article about work permit 
policy initiatives by the Government. Certainly, if it is 
in the public domain, I should be able to speak on it. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, have a seat for a 
second. 
 The point is, Honourable Member, that you do 
have in front of this House a motion which is in fact 
dealing with term limits and immigration reform. And if 
in fact you want to, you would rather continue and 
speak to that right now, you can withdraw the motion 
and continue. But I think, you know, that in essence 
what you are speaking to is connected to immigration 
reform. I think that is so. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will 
be guided by your words, and I will certainly speak to 
something else for the time being. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you. Thank you, Honour-
able Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: To save my powder for another 
day. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. Absolutely. Next week. 
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Mr. Walter H. Roban: So, Mr. Speaker, I would just 
like to say that certainly this has been an interesting 
day of debate. I do believe that the public has been 
listening. And my sources are— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, he is neither 
allowed to anticipate a debate nor to reflect upon a 
debate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Continue on, Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. And I do believe 
that the public have been listening attentively to what 
we have been saying. And I look forward to going for-
ward and discussing everything from the economy to 
all the environment and all the wonderful things that 
need to be done and dealt with by this House. 
 So I will sit down now—because I am sure 
that others who wish to speak—and take the oppor-
tunity next week to raise perhaps on a Motion to Ad-
journ and raise something else. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Southampton East, the Honourable 
Zane De Silva. 
 Honourable Member, Mr. De Silva, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Members want to know what 
happened to my jacket I had on this morning. Let me 
answer for the Honourable Members. 
 
The Speaker: I know that you have more than one 
jacket. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Well, Mr. 
Speaker, Honourable Members in this House will re-
call we talked about a death this week. Just happened 
to be one of my employees and long-term friends who 
had a desire and a very huge liking of that jacket. And 
it was worn in his honour. So that is why, Mr. Speaker, 
that jacket was worn this morning, because, as you 
know, I left this Honourable House and went to his 
funeral. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, Mr. Speaker, there has 
been much talk since December 17th with regard to 
what the OBA are now calling the Medical Clinic, but 
what most people certainly knew that to be the Indi-
gent Clinic at the hospital. So I like how— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable Member is reflecting on a debate. The 
issue of the medical clinic was included in the Throne 
Speech. It was included in the debate all day today. 
The Honourable Member chose not to speak, and it is 
inappropriate for him to reflect on the debate, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That is actually so. 
 Honourable Member, you cannot reflect on 
what was in fact discussed in the Throne Speech to-
day. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, what the Honourable Member 
did not give me a chance to say is that I received a 
phone call today. And that is what I want to speak 
about, Mr. Speaker, from an elderly lady. In fact, she 
not only spoke to me, but she spoke to my honourable 
colleague, Mr. Wayne Furbert. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, that is why I 
am bringing it up at Motion to Adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: However, Honourable Member, if it is 
speaking about the Indigent Clinic, it has been done 
for today. And you are not allowed to do that. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I will take that advice. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, just so that I know—just so I 
know— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Member. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Just for my edification, Mr. Speaker, so what 
you are saying is next Friday if I want to bring up this 
senior lady that had a very serious concern about the 
clinic, I may do so? 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
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Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
will look forward to bringing that message to this 
House and to the people of Bermuda then. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 18. The Member from constitu-
ency 18 has the floor, and this is his maiden speech. 
We expect for you to respect that. 
 

SEEKING INFORMATION FROM CABINET 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, thank you, thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is an honour and a privilege to 
be here in this House representing the constituents of 
Pembroke West Central. I am privileged for the hon-
our, and before I start speaking on my very brief 
maiden speech, I would like to give thanks to my 
campaign manager and wife. I would also like to give 
thanks to my family, who worked very hard with me on 
the campaign trail, my branch and, of course, the vot-
ers in constituency 18 for giving me this opportunity. 
 When I was in their houses, what I always 
said is that if I make it to this House, I will make sure 
to represent their views and speak to their views. And 
a few of them have been in contact with me today. 
 I am not going to delve into too much on the 
Motion to Adjourn, Mr. Speaker. But I do want to, if I 
may, read from the Bermuda Constitution. And I will 
read from section 57(2), which states: 
 
The Speaker: Hold on one second while I find it. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Apologies. 
 In which it says: “The Cabinet shall be collec-
tively responsible to the Legislature for any advice 
given to the Governor by or under the general authori-
ty of the Cabinet and for all things done by or under 
the authority of any Minister in the execution of his 
office.” 
  I read that to say, Mr. Speaker, that Cabinet is 
responsible to this legislature. So we have heard a lot 
of talk today about action, about things being done. 
We have heard many things about bills that are com-
ing, things that seem very simple—two words and a 
comma. However, we do not see them. We have had 
a new Cabinet for 56 days. And this House has 
seen— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I apologise for inter-
rupting the Member in his maiden speech. But he is 
reflecting— 
 
The Speaker: Is it a clarification? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No. He is reflecting 
on the debate earlier today. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will con-
tinue. 
 Fifty-six days this Cabinet has been in office. 
And this House, to whom they are collectively respon-
sible for informing us about the affairs of this country, 
one Ministerial Statement today and one bill—that is 
all we have gotten from them. 
 Now, the thing is that the people of the coun-
try want to know what it is that you are doing. You can 
give campaign speeches and all the rest. But now is 
the time for action. And people want to know what you 
are doing. This House wants to know what it is you 
are doing. 
 I believe, Mr. Speaker, that it is not adequate 
to come with one Ministerial Statement and one bill 
when they are saying that there is a lot of stuff being 
done. 
 But allow me to move on, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause one of the things that seems to be completely 
prevalent—and we have heard it through all the things 
that are just coming up today—is this whole issue of 
14 years. Here is what I will say, Mr. Speaker. On De-
cember 17th, the Progressive Labour Party lost an 
election. The voters of this country spoke, and they 
said that they did not have confidence in the Progres-
sive Labour Party. That much is history. It has hap-
pened. I would expect as a young person in this 
House, because some of the behaviour which I have 
seen today is, you know, people getting personal. 
That is fine. I can understand. I have commented on 
this. It is not what I necessarily expect. It is certainly 
not what I would expect, Mr. Speaker, from a Gov-
ernment and from an Honourable Premier who says 
he is going to change the tone of debate. 
 Now, what I will say is that we can say 14 
years. But we can also say 14 votes. And that is the 
difference in between a victory on one side and a vic-
tory on the other side. Now, it is a very close, close 
result. However, that election is now over. The people 
do not want to hear campaign speeches that have 
been crafted by consultants. They want to hear and 
they want to know what your Government intends on 
doing for the people of this country. 
 So it is my hope, Mr. Speaker, that we on this 
side and the people in this country will hear more, be-
cause the only things we seem to be getting is press 
releases and a few press conferences here and there. 
We can have sit-downs and all the rest. But Cabinet is 
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responsible to this House. And Cabinet must come to 
this House and speak about the work it is that they are 
doing. 
 So what I will say, Mr. Speaker, is that it is an 
honour and a privilege to be here today. And I do 
hope that next week, we will hear more from the Gov-
ernment and from the Cabinet, who are responsible to 
this legislature on what it is that they are doing for the 
people of Bermuda. Let us not forget, Mr. Speaker, 
the election is over. Talk about what and how you are 
going to do and not what was or was not done before, 
because that will not win you the next election if you 
decide to call one. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. Thank you very much. 
 Members, there seem to be no further speak-
ers. The House is now adjourned to Friday, February 
the 22nd, it will be. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Members should remain in their places 
until the Speaker leaves. 
 
[At 10:29 pm, the House stood adjourned until 10:00 
am, Friday, 22 February 2013.] 
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
22 FEBRUARY 2013 

9:59 AM 
Sitting Number 3 of the 2013 Session 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speak-
er] 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
15 FEBRUARY 2013  

[Deferred] 

The Speaker: Members, we have confirmation of the 
Minutes of February 15, 2013. It should have been 
distributed. 

Are there any objections? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I have 
made some notes, which I had sent along to the 
Clerk, for some minor adjustment, a correction, in 
terms of content. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. I have not seen 
that. So, then, we will leave approval of the Minutes 
[until] next week. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Does the Member care to speak? 

Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I had an amendment as 
well, but I will give it to the Clerk. 

The Speaker: Right, yes. And all of those amend-
ments I will look at, and we will do the approval next 
week. 

Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

[Gavel] 

[Confirmation of Minutes deferred.] 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: There are none. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

The Speaker: We have a motion to be moved by Mrs. 
Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, our Deputy Speaker. 

You have the floor. 

MOTIONS 

MEMBERS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS SELECT 
COMMITTEE OF HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY TO CON-

SIDER AND REPORT ON ALL PETITIONS AND 
PRIVATE BILLS 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I move that the Select Committee that was 
appointed by the Speaker on February 15, 2013, form 
with a Select Committee of the Senate, a Joint Select 
Committee to consider and report on all petitions pre-
sented to the Legislature, together with accompanying 
Private Bills, to give effect thereto: 

“To the Honourable the President and Mem-
bers of the Senate: 

“The House of Assembly has the honour to 
inform your House that the following Honourable 
Members have been appointed to serve as a Select 
Committee of the House of Assembly to consider and 
report on all petitions and private bills: 

“Ms. S. Roberts-Holshouser, Ms. L. F. Foggo, 
Ms. N. Davis, Mr. M. Scott, Mr. N. H. C. Simons. 

“The House of Assembly has the honour to 
request that your House will likewise appoint a Select 
Committee to form with the Select Committee on Pri-
vate Bills.” 

The Speaker: Are there any objections? There are no 
objections. 

Carry on, Deputy Speaker. 

[Motion carried] 

MEMBERS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS SELECT 
COMMITTEE OF HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ON MEM-

BERS’ INTEREST 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I do have a sec-
ond motion. I move that the following message be 
sent to the Senate. 
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 I move that, in accordance with Standing Or-
der 34(5), that the Select Committee that was ap-
pointed by the Speaker on February 15, 2013, to form 
with a Select Committee of the Senate a Joint Select 
Committee on Members’ Interest. 
 Mr. D. P. Lister, Mr. L. Scott, Ms. N. Davis, 
Mr. K. Bascome, Ms. J. Atherden. 
 I move that the following message be sent to 
the Senate: 
 “To the Honourable the President and Mem-
bers and Members of the Senate: 
 “The House of Assembly has the honour to 
inform your House that the following Honourable 
members have been appointed to serve as a Select 
Committee of the House of Assembly on Members’ 
Interest. 
 “Mr. D. P. Lister, Mr. L. Scott, Ms. N. Davis, 
Mr. K. Bascome, Ms. J. Atherden. 
 “The House of Assembly has the honour to 
request that your House will likewise appoint a Select 
Committee to form with the Select Committee on 
Members’ Interest.” 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections.  
 
[Motion carried] 

APOLOGIES 
 

The Speaker: I also have two announcements for 
Members who are missing today. We have received 
notice from Honourable Member N. H. C. Simons that 
he is abroad. And we have also received a letter from 
the Honourable Member, Michael Weeks, who is not 
going to be at this meeting today. He is abroad with 
family. 
 

ESTABLISHING HANSARD IN BERMUDA 
 

The Speaker: I would also like to bring Members’ at-
tention to the fact that there is an article by the Clerk 
to the Legislature, Mrs. Wolffe, with the assistance of 
Mr. Lamb, which is featured in The Parliamentarian, 
Issue Three of 2012, at pages 200 to 203.  

That article does a very good job in outlining 
our moving forward with the Hansard. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 

The Speaker: I Recognise the Honourable Minister of 
Finance. 
 

BERMUDA ECONOMIC REVIEW 2012 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Bermuda Economic Review 2012. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 

PETITIONS 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
  

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Minister of Finance. 
 Minister Richards, you have the floor. 
 

2013–2014 BUDGET STATEMENT 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members of the 
House of Assembly, on the occasion of my first Budg-
et Statement as Minister of Finance, it is clear that 
Bermuda faces a daunting economic challenge in the 
months and years ahead. The Island is experiencing 
its fourth straight year of economic contraction. The 
Gross Domestic Product—the value of all goods and 
services produced in the economy—has shrunk by 
about 10 per cent since 2007, meaning the economic 
pie shared by all Bermudians is getting smaller, with 
less to go around. 
 The Government, which the One Bermuda 
Alliance took over as the result of the election on the 
17th of December 2012, is in the midst of recording its 
fifth straight year of current account deficits. That is 
like a family having more monthly expenses than 
monthly income. Year-to-year operating deficits have 
risen unchecked from a $19 million surplus in 2008 to 
a projected $247 million deficit in the upcoming fiscal 
year. This accelerating trend is unsustainable.  

The operating deficits have compounded the 
alarming increase in our public debt, which has been 
growing significantly since 2005. At the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year, debt, net of the Sinking Fund, will 
stand at $1.469 billion—a very large number for a 
small population, which will take many years to pay 
down. 

Mr. Speaker, the signs of economic trouble 
have been clear for all to see: A retail sector that has 
seen shop closures, layoffs and pay cutbacks; a con-
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struction industry that has shed hundreds of jobs; a 
tourism industry that has downsized for the fewer cus-
tomers flying to our shores; and an international busi-
ness sector that has quietly shipped jobs to competing 
jurisdictions. 

The human toll that these trends have inflicted 
is unprecedented. Although up-to-date, accurate sta-
tistics are not available—a result of the Island never 
having experienced mass unemployment until now—
we know that thousands of Bermudians are unem-
ployed and that more are underemployed, earning 
less than before. There is evidence that hundreds of 
mortgages are in arrears, meaning that many people 
live in fear of losing their homes. 

The distress these negative economic forces 
inflict on individuals and their families every day is 
intense and unrelenting. It is this pain that the Gov-
ernment’s plans and actions ultimately aim to relieve. 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is facing one of the 
most serious challenges in its long history. The eco-
nomic foundations of the Island, which enable us to 
live our daily lives, must be strengthened and better 
protected. The OBA Government understands the 
scope and scale of the challenge and what needs to 
be done. Our goal is to create an economy that works 
for everyone, to lay a new foundation for broad-based 
prosperity. To achieve that, we will follow a year-to-
year, two-track strategy that strikes a balance be-
tween responsible growth and disciplined financial 
management. 

The first track will implement specific pro-
growth economic policies to stimulate much-needed 
foreign investment, restore confidence in the Island as 
a place to do business and create new jobs. 

The second track will eliminate wasteful Gov-
ernment spending, thereby reducing our national debt 
over time. 

Mr. Speaker, the way out of this situation will 
not be easy, nor will it happen overnight. It will take 
time to implement solutions that work for the greater 
good. It will take time to revamp structures that inhibit 
our ability to operate efficiently and effectively. And it 
will take time to reverse trends and trajectories locked 
in place by past practices. 

Our borrowing requirements for the coming 
year, for example, will reflect the situation we inherited 
on the 17th of December 2012 as Bermuda’s new 
Government. On this point, it is with a heavy heart and 
a profound sense of frustration that I project an overall 
operating deficit and Public Sector Borrowing Re-
quirement (PSBR) of [$331 million] for the fiscal year 
2013/14. This is a staggering amount that is a result of 
weak projected revenues and the spending momen-
tum that will take time to change, like a great ship that 
is slow to answer the helm. 

Mr. Speaker, the projected borrowing re-
quirement over the next year underscores the seri-
ousness of the situation we face. Bermuda will need 
patience and the strongest commitment to changing 

the way we go about our business. The Government 
cannot do it alone. It will take new levels of coopera-
tion and teamwork from Bermudians in every sphere. 

The revival of the Bermuda economy is some-
thing we can and must all work for together. My col-
leagues and I see it as an opportunity to build a new 
unity within Bermuda; a unity based on the prospect 
and realisation of national progress in which we all 
can share; progress anchored to the principles of fair-
ness, responsibility and inclusion, progress driven by 
a sense of shared sacrifice and destiny. 

The Government will take the lead in encour-
aging new levels of trust and cooperation among 
Bermudians across all sectors of our community. We 
will do it through consultation, transparency and plain 
speaking, building from the understanding that we are 
all in this together. That is our starting point as we 
begin the important work to recover, rebuild and re-
store the promise of Bermuda. 

 
THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s 
economy is essentially a trading economy, one that 
trades with the rest of the world mainly in financial 
services. Therefore, any analysis of Bermuda’s future 
prospects must take into account the economic envi-
ronment in which it trades—that is, the global econo-
my. Even though there are many countries in the 
global economy, it is dominated by the United States, 
China and the European Union. As our principal trad-
ing partner, the state of the USA is crucial to our fu-
ture. 
 Figure 1 before you, Mr. Speaker, shows the 
growth trends, firstly, of industrial production and, be-
low that, GDP since the year 2000. The periods of 
recession are clearly shown by the shaded areas. 
Since emerging from the Great Recession, the US 
economy has shown muted growth, but does not ap-
pear to be in imminent danger of returning to negative 
growth. The principal risk factor continues to be fiscal 
deadlock in Washington, DC. 
 China has been the sole growth source during 
the global economic calamity, as it never went into 
recession during the period. And although the Chi-
nese economy has cooled in recent quarters, there is 
no legitimate cause for fear of recession. 
 Mr. Speaker, Europe, on the other hand, has 
not been able to recover as well as the other major 
economic blocks. Figure 2 before you shows the Eu-
ropean Union slipping into recession once again. This 
is where the pressure on Bermuda will come from. 
Faltering economic fortunes in Europe are likely to 
increase pressure on their national budget deficits, 
thus ratcheting up the search for easy scapegoats like 
offshore domiciles, including Bermuda. 
 We face an environment of constantly shifting 
regulatory goalposts. The Bermuda Government will 
continue to be ever vigilant against such threats to our 

 House of Assembly 



128 22 February 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
reputation and our ability to freely trade with nations of 
the world. 
 

THE BERMUDA ECONOMY 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Bermu-
dian economy continues to struggle, official figures 
showing a recession for three consecutive years, as 
illustrated in Figure 3 before you. Due to the unavaila-
bility of economic data, the graph ends at 2011. But 
anecdotal evidence gives one no expectation that 
2012 produced anything other than economic contrac-
tion. That would make it a four-year recession. 
 This conclusion is reinforced by employment 
data, shown in Figure 4 in front of you, where there 
has been a steady decline in the workforce, in total, as 
well as the Bermudian workforce. It is the stark con-
trast between Bermudian economic data and the im-
proving data from our trading partners like the USA 
and Canada that led analysts to the firm conclusion 
that Bermuda’s prolonged recession was due to struc-
tural Bermudian issues, issues that we are compelled 
to address ourselves. 
 While the number of new companies being 
formed in Bermuda has experienced a moderate de-
cline in 2012, anecdotal evidence indicates the econ-
omy is still shedding jobs. The invention of reinsur-
ance sidecars has enabled that sector to effectively 
increase capacity without substantially increasing 
staffing levels. This is but one of the reasons that our 
flagship industry has continued to return solid results 
to their shareholders without making a significant im-
pact on job growth in Bermuda. 
 December 2012 numbers for retail sales re-
confirm the negative trend. Retails sales by volume 
were down by 3.7 per cent from a year earlier, the fifth 
consecutive monthly decline. Retail sales for building 
materials plunged an incredible 33.5 per cent. The 
near completion of the new hospital wing’s outer shell 
was a major factor, but it demonstrates the overall 
weakness of the sector. 
 Mr. Speaker, visitor arrivals continued to be 
dominated by lower-spending cruise travellers. In 
2012, higher-spending air arrivals were around the 
previous year’s levels. Cruise arrivals are due to in-
crease this year with the arrival of the Breakaway 
class ship that can accommodate over 4,000 passen-
gers. These conditions underpin this Government’s 
intense focus on enacting policies that will increase 
the number of potential employers on the Island, the 
demand for labour and policies that will reduce the 
marginal cost of employing a Bermudian. 
 Some observers have accused the OBA ap-
proach to economic problems of today as being “too 
big business friendly.” Such comments speak to a pro-
found lack of understanding of economic realities of 
today’s Bermuda. Clearly, today’s economy is in these 
dire straits because a different approach was taken. It 
is worth reiterating the simple fact that only an em-

ployer can create a job. And a job is the best social 
programme ever invented. 
 As a Government, the choice is simple. We 
either employ everybody who wants to work but does 
not have a job, or we make it easier, cheaper and 
more attractive for the businesses based in Bermuda 
to employ more people. The first option would bank-
rupt the Government. The second option leads to a 
more sustainable path. We choose the sustainable 
option. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the Bermudian economy, 
there are two types of businesses: foreign exchange 
earners and foreign exchange users. Businesses that 
earn foreign exchange for the Island are our most val-
uable national economic assets. It is these earners of 
foreign exchange that are the pumps that infuse mon-
ey throughout the economy. Other businesses use 
that money to employ other people and provide resi-
dents with goods and services. Resident consumers 
use that same money to live. However, without the 
foreign exchange earners, they would not be able to 
fulfil that function. Ultimately, all jobs in Bermuda are 
derived from these primary foreign exchange earning 
businesses. Therefore, it is a moral imperative for the 
Government of Bermuda to encourage and assist 
these primary foreign exchange earning enterprises 
which provide the funding for its citizens to have op-
portunities of employment, home ownership, educa-
tion, health care, and a good standard of living. 
 For many decades, Bermudians have taken 
such enterprises for granted, concentrating instead on 
getting a bigger piece of the pie. But after four con-
secutive years of contraction, with the loss of jobs, 
opportunities, savings and homes, we can no longer 
think like that. The pie is shrinking, and we must start 
expanding it again. Those who still harp on the strug-
gle between “us and them” should have realised by 
now that there is no us and them; there is only us and 
us. The data show that divisiveness only succeeds in 
shrinking the pie.  

The have-nots always suffer the most when 
the pie is shrinking. The fortunes of all people who call 
this Island home are tightly interlocked. We all rise 
and fall together. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government understands 
the linkages that bind this economy together, and we 
will do everything within our power to create jobs for 
Bermudians by improving the environment for entre-
preneurial activities in Bermuda so that job creators 
can do what they do best—that is, take risks to seize 
market opportunities, thereby creating employment as 
a by-product. That is how jobs are created. 
 

THE BUDGET 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the headline 
numbers projected for the fiscal year 2013/14 are as 
follows: 
 Total revenues  $871,199,000 
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 Total current expenditures $983,883,000 
 Debt service $134,300,000 
 Current account deficit ($246,984,000) 
 Capital expenditures $  84,609,000 
 Overall deficit (PSBR) ($331,593,000) 
 

Mr. Speaker, the revenue estimate for 
2013/14 is $871.2 million, 4 per cent lower than the 
original estimate for the previous year. The most sig-
nificant decline has been in the customs duty yield, 
which has decreased by $25 million, or 12.5 per cent, 
compared to the previous year. The weakening econ-
omy is the main factor. 

The other factors are the continuing customs 
duty concessions being granted for the redevelopment 
of the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, and to the 
hotel, restaurant and retail sectors, which will reduce 
the customs duty yield in 2013/14. Also, the payroll 
tax concessions for the hotel, restaurant and retail 
sectors will be extended, which have reduced the pro-
jected payroll tax yield for 2013/14 by an estimated 
$21 million. 

As the overall Bermudian economy remains 
stagnant-to-weak, and, particularly from the lacklustre 
trends exhibited in the current fiscal year, where the 
PSBR was $42 million larger than forecast, we are 
unable to forecast anything other than weak revenue 
projections for 2013/14. We are, however, hopeful that 
the measures we have already taken and those we 
plan to take as the fiscal year unfolds will have a posi-
tive effect on economic growth and job creation, 
thereby rendering higher revenues than forecast here. 
We are hopeful; but prudence demands that a nation-
al budget must be based on expected cash flows as 
opposed to hoped-for results. 

Mr. Speaker, insofar as expected expenses 
are concerned, we have cut back most Ministries’ 
cash requests by significant amounts during the 
budgeting process, but have not had the time to really 
come to grips with cost structures within the Govern-
ment. Moreover, with 71 departments, the organisa-
tional structure of the Government is unnecessarily 
cumbersome, a complexity that generates excess ex-
pense. These and other related issues are matters the 
SAGE Commission will look into. 

Capital expenditures for the coming fiscal year 
are glaring examples of spending momentum carried 
over from the previous administration. The new Gov-
ernment has been locked into large capital expenses 
to remediate poor quality work done at Heritage Wharf 
at Dockyard, to make repairs at Tynes Bay, and to 
complete the Aquatic Centre. 

Heritage Wharf deserves special mention as 
the poster child for Government bungling and waste. 
Not only was this project hugely over budget, it was 
not built to the required specifications and therefore 
did not survive the first hurricane intact. Now the new 
Government is forced to spend millions of scarce dol-

lars to make repairs in time for the cruise ship season 
in April 2013. 

Like Heritage Wharf, this budget is groaning 
under the weight of economic decisions of the former 
administration, the consequences of which we have 
inherited and have carried forward through to the 
coming year. They say that Rome was not built in a 
day, and I would add that neither can it be cleaned up 
in three months or a year. But the journey back to 
credibility starts now, and it starts with transparency.  

This budget contains no artificial, unexplained 
revenue projections; neither does it try to use sleight 
of hand to make the cost of debt service appear to be 
less than it really is. This Government gives it to Ber-
mudians straight, irrespective of whether the news is 
good or bad. 

 
MEDIUM TERM ECONOMIC DEBT GLIDE PATH 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, it is high 
time for the Government of Bermuda to be real about 
debt. Overall deficit spending by the Government 
started in the year 2003, and this has annually accu-
mulated in an ever rising profile of public debt right up 
to the present time. The rise in debt, which has been 
exponential, is unsustainable. To redress this situa-
tion, the new Government has laid down a debt man-
agement plan, or a Medium Term Debt Glide Path. 

Bermudians should understand that as long 
as the Government runs an overall deficit (on the 
modified cash basis used in budgeting), debt will rise. 
So, in order to reduce public debt, Government must 
first stop running annual operating deficits and start 
running cash surpluses which, when applied to the 
debt, will reduce it. 

The Government has been running large defi-
cits over the last few years, and this upcoming year 
represents one of the worst years of deficit spending. 
This Government recognises that it will take time and 
changes in policy to actually start paying down the 
debt. Figure 5 before you shows three scenarios: the 
Base Case, the Worst Case and the Best Case. All 
scenarios are possible, but the Base Case is the sce-
nario that Government thinks is the most probable. 

The most noteworthy of the scenarios is the 
Worst Case because it merely extrapolates the cur-
rent real-life deficit and debt trends. In other words, if 
we do nothing and economic conditions remain as 
they are now, Bermuda is forecast to have a public 
debt of about $4 billion in five years. Debt service is 
forecast to be in the area of $300 million per year, 
making it by far the largest Government “department.” 
After paying debt service and salaries, there would be 
little left for anything else. 

The Base Case scenario shows debt continu-
ing to rise to just over $2 billion and declining thereaf-
ter. The Best Case sees debt rolling over faster and 
being somewhat lower after five years. Again, we are 
working toward and hoping for the Best Case, but the 

 House of Assembly 



130 22 February 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
highest probability scenario—i.e., the expected 
case—is the Base Case.  

Mr. Speaker, this is a very sobering chart and 
should explode anybody’s notion that this debt situa-
tion can be solved overnight. However, what it does 
show is that a growing economy, coupled with contin-
uous cost containment on the part of Government, will 
eventually wrestle this debt beast down to more man-
ageable levels. 

Part of this management programme is to set 
up debt-related targets, or rules, that are appropriate 
for an economy the size of Bermuda’s. The IMF has a 
set of criteria for maximum acceptable debt-to-GDP 
[ratio] levels for small economies, with a low target of 
20 per cent and a high target of 40 per cent. We are 
currently under that 40 per cent mark, but will blow 
straight through it over the next few years under the 
Worst Case scenario. The IMF also has a maximum 
level criterion for the debt-to-revenue ratio of 80 per 
cent. Currently, we are well above that maximum, but 
we will work to comply with it over the medium term. 

Moving Government off of its dependency on 
operating deficits requires medium-term revenues to 
strengthen and costs squeezed out. Current weak 
revenues may improve as our efforts to revive the 
flagging economy through policy incentives and as 
investment incentives take hold. On the cost side, the 
SAGE Commission will soon start its work. Also, Gov-
ernment will formally commence negotiations with the 
relevant unions regarding reduction in staff compen-
sation. 

Mr. Speaker, the overall and overarching prin-
ciple, insofar as cost reduction is concerned for this 
Government, is that of shared sacrifice. It is wrong to 
ask some people to sacrifice while others get off scot 
free. Accordingly, Cabinet has led the way by example 
in cutting its own compensation. Others must also 
share the burden. Bermudians are fair people, and the 
inclusion of all in the public sector is the only way for 
such action to be fair. The projections in Figure 5 do 
not include any specific presumed compensation re-
ductions. 

Mr. Speaker, the concept of solvency for a 
government is not necessarily a matter of rigid rules. 
Solvency is the measure of an entity, a company or a 
government to be able to meet its long-term financial 
obligations. One thing is clear, and that is large coun-
tries are given much more latitude than small ones, 
and developed economies are similarly given more 
latitude than developing ones. Bermuda is highly de-
veloped, but is undiversified and very small. All public 
sector jobs, and some private sector jobs, too, depend 
on the Government remaining solvent. 

The fact that a Minister of Finance is even 
discussing solvency should send a message to Ber-
muda that we cannot continue as we are—that is, 
along the Worst Case scenario path as shown in Fig-
ure 5. We must change. 

This National Budget contains only the first 
steps of the changes required. There has not been 
enough time since this Cabinet was sworn in to make 
any more changes than we show here, but we are 
committed to making the changes to the public sector 
to make it sustainable in the eyes of Bermudians, as 
well as the eyes of our foreign creditors, upon whom 
we rely. 

 
DEBT CEILING 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, currently, 
the authorised debt ceiling for the Government is 
$1.45 billion. In view of the forecast operating deficit, 
not only for the year under consideration, but for those 
forecast in the medium term plan, this authorised ceil-
ing must be raised. It is the view of this Government 
that what has become the annual ritual of ratcheting 
up the debt ceiling gives the impression that there is, 
indeed, no debt management plan at all. This is a 
negative insofar as capital markets are concerned, the 
same entities we rely on to finance this debt. 

Therefore, we will be laying legislation for the 
approval by Parliament to raise the authorised debt 
ceiling to $2.5 billion. It is important to note that this 
only authorises the limit of Government borrowing. 
 
[Crosstalk] 

 
[Gavel] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

It is important to note that this only authorises 
the limit of Government borrowing; it does not pre-
scribe the actual amount of borrowing. We do not ex-
pect the borrowing requirement to take us to that lev-
el, but we want a level that is pragmatic, realistic and 
static. The only adjustment to this ceiling I would like 
to see is an eventual downward adjustment. 

In conjunction with the new ceiling, the Gov-
ernment commits to keep public debt at such a level 
that the net debt-to-GDP ratio does not exceed 38 per 
cent. Additionally, Government recognises the desira-
bility of achieving a net debt-to-revenue ratio that is 
below 80 per cent and a debt service cost-to-revenue 
ratio that is below 10 per cent. We will work toward 
reducing these ratios to such a level over the medium 
term. 

 
NON-TAX POLICIES TO PROMOTE JOB GROWTH 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, for several 
years now it had been clear to most economic and 
financial analysts that Bermuda had become an un-
competitive player in its trading in services with the 
rest of the world. And since trading in services with 
the rest of the world is our primary business, this fact 
represents a huge problem. It is our lack of competi-
tiveness that is causing our economy to contract. That 
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contraction is causing the loss of jobs and the weak-
ness in Government revenues and the increase in 
public debt. 

Competitiveness is not merely a function of 
cost, although cost is very important. Competitiveness 
is also a function of the quality of our services, as well 
as speed of delivery. The latter two areas are issues 
that the Government can and should influence, be-
cause by doing so we can increase competitiveness 
and promote growth and jobs for Bermudians. 

Regarding quality, we have the issue of intel-
lectual capital. It was found that employers were not 
willing to bring non-Bermudian staff to Bermuda if they 
could only stay for six years. Company executives told 
us that there is a global competition for intellectual 
capital and that such people would not come here if 
they had to be arbitrarily uprooted after six years. So 
this intellectual capital either left Bermuda, never to 
return, or would not come here in the first place. Ber-
mudian employees connected to that non-Bermudian 
intellectual capital often lost their jobs because of the 
exodus. Our economy was therefore robbed of their 
consumer spending and Government revenue derived 
from that spending. 

Mr. Speaker, it was clear to this Government 
that term limits had the opposite effect on employment 
of Bermudians to what Bermudians had been told by 
the former Government. Term limits turned out to be 
job killers for Bermudians instead of job savers. The 
statistical and anecdotal evidence support this asser-
tion 100 per cent. The OBA did not have access to all 
the facts before we became Government, and that is 
why we promised to suspend term limits pending a 
review of all the facts. Once in office, however, we 
reviewed the facts, as well as multiple legal opinions 
that the former Government had at its disposal and 
ignored, and the case was clear. If we were going to 
be a Government that would be acting to improve 
Bermuda’s competitiveness and create jobs for Ber-
mudians, term limits had to go. We acted decisively, 
taking one first step to improve job opportunities for 
Bermudians. 

Mr. Speaker, the other component of competi-
tiveness is speed of delivery. Speed is important be-
cause time is money. Government is in the process of 
speeding up approvals required for a wide range of 
circumstances: from work permits to planning approv-
als to company formation. The speeding up of these 
procedures will improve our competitiveness. In addi-
tion, Government has established a Cabinet commit-
tee called the Economic Development Committee, 
whose mandate is to compress the time taken to ob-
tain the necessary approvals for direct inward invest-
ment into our Island. To restart economic growth, we 
are in urgent need of major flows of direct inward in-
vestment capital. Unwelcoming and bureaucratic pro-
cedures have reduced the flow of inward direct in-
vestment to virtually a trickle. 

Mr. Speaker, Government, through the Minis-
try of Economic Development, has moved forward on 
the formation of the Bermuda Business Development 
Corporation (known as BBDC). The BBDC is a pri-
vate/public partnership that is intended to spearhead 
the promotion of Bermuda as a preferred domicile for 
a variety of international business activities, including 
reinsurance, asset management, trusts and fund ad-
ministration. This involves organising all the relevant 
stakeholders and formulating a coherent mission for 
the BBDC and strategies to achieve that mission. 

This Ministry will play a crucial role in helping 
Bermuda to improve its quality of services to our in-
ternational customers, as well as increasing the speed 
of delivery, thereby improving the Island’s competi-
tiveness worldwide.  

Small businesses provide goods and services 
locally, but they also play an important role in deter-
mining Bermuda’s competitiveness and, by extension, 
its future growth path. The Government, through the 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation, will 
continue to support Bermudian entrepreneurs in their 
quest for success. 

Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned earlier, one of 
the ways to turn around the trend of economic con-
traction is to encourage inward direct investment to 
the Island. Crucial to this strategy is the encourage-
ment and enabling of the construction of new resort 
hotels on-Island which will provide new construction 
jobs and, ultimately, new jobs in hospitality. However, 
before any building can start, investors and financiers 
must be convinced that such projects represent com-
pelling value propositions. This is the linchpin of every 
potential new hotel project, a value proposition that 
works. Government, through the Economic Develop-
ment Cabinet Committee, is working to accelerate 
approvals and clear away red tape that would other-
wise erode the value proposition for new hotel devel-
opment. This Government has embarked on these 
initiatives and will take any other necessary steps to 
stimulate economic growth through these non-tax pol-
icy driven initiatives. 
 

TAX POLICIES TO PROMOTE GROWTH AND 
CREATE JOBS 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, Govern-
ment has found itself in the difficult position of, on the 
one hand, needing more revenue to pay for its opera-
tions and debt service, while, on the other hand, not 
wanting to cripple the economy further with major tax 
increases. In this budget, there are two tax initiatives 
which will have the effect of stimulating economic ac-
tivity and employment. 

The first, as per our election platform, is the 
two-year payroll tax holiday for new Bermudian hiring. 
This tax holiday lowers the marginal cost to an em-
ployer for a new Bermudian hiring. I will remind Ber-
mudians that only an employer can create a job. The 

 House of Assembly 



132 22 February 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
payroll tax cost to the employer for any new Bermudi-
an hiring will be zero, although the portion of the tax 
normally deducted from the employee will take place 
as usual, just like any other worker. This will be an 
incentive for employers to hire Bermudians. 

This tax holiday will not be available to em-
ployers for their existing Bermudian employees. The 
Tax Commissioner’s Office will be set up to be watch-
ful for those few unscrupulous employers who may 
wish to try to game the system. Government expects 
this tax holiday to be, at the very least, revenue neu-
tral, as the effect of more Bermudians in the workforce 
will counteract the revenue lost from the tax holiday 
itself. 

Mr. Speaker, the second tax initiative relates 
to licence fees for non-Bermudians’ purchase of Ber-
muda property. Currently, the licence fee is 25 per 
cent of the value of the property. It is proposed to cut 
this fee to 8 per cent for a period of 18 months, rising 
to 12.5 per cent thereafter. For condominiums not 
used for tourism purposes, it is proposed to cut li-
cence fees from 18 per cent to 6 per cent. (I think your 
written version has 10 per cent; that is not correct.) It 
cuts licence fees from 18 per cent to 6 per cent, in-
creasing to 8 per cent in 18 months. For PRC holders, 
it is proposed to reduce licence fees to 4 per cent, 
increasing to 6 per cent in 18 months. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a jobs programme, pure 
and simple. The lowering of licence fees, as outlined, 
will stimulate much needed inward direct investment 
into Bermuda. The purchase of a new house, particu-
larly those at the highest echelons as represented 
here, is frequently accompanied by renovations or 
customisation of some description. Local construction 
companies will be required to carry out such modifica-
tions, thereby increasing the demand for labour in that 
depressed sector. As these customizations will be 
varied in scale and scope, it should create opportuni-
ties for construction firms both large and small, thus 
creating a considerable diffusion of opportunity in the 
sector. 

Furthermore, the fact that the low licence fees 
will revert to higher levels after 18 months should 
have the same psychological effect as the end of a 
“sale” does in retail: It spurs people to act sooner in-
stead of procrastinating. 

Insofar as Government revenues are con-
cerned, we anticipate this action to have a positive 
effect on revenues. We estimate that the demand for 
property is indeed price elastic and the reduction in 
fees will stimulate a more than proportionate increase 
in transactions. Secondly, there has been no adjust-
ment in stamp duty rates, so revenues from these will 
increase. Thirdly, if construction activity is stimulated, 
as we expect, revenues will accrue to Government via 
payroll taxes for the jobs that will be created. 

Customs duties will also rise due to the in-
creased volume in building materials that will have to 
be imported. Lastly, the 25 per cent licence fee has 

acted as a deterrent for many of our resident non- 
Bermudian job creators to feel connected to Bermuda. 
Encouraging of them to own a home in Bermuda can 
only be a good thing for Bermudians, as it enhances 
the connection of their Bermudian employing enter-
prises to our Island. This is a win–win proposition for 
all concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, this incentive will in no way in-
crease the number of properties in Bermuda available 
for sale to non-Bermudians. With these two tax initia-
tives, Government has found a way to stimulate the 
economy and create jobs without resorting to major 
tax cuts which would jeopardize the solvency of the 
Government. 

 
OTHER TAX ADJUSTMENTS 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the duty on 
cigarettes and tobacco and beer, wines and other 
spirits will be raised in April 2013 to achieve additional 
customs revenue of about $2 million. The yield from 
land tax will be improved in 2013/14 by adjusting the 
rates on ARV [Annual Rental Value] bands higher 
than $90,000. The amount of additional tax is estimat-
ed at $3.4 million. The effect of the adjustment is that 
96 per cent of the residential properties will not see 
any change in their land tax bill—just the top four. 

The exemption previously afforded to seniors 
for vehicle licences has been maintained for vehicles 
in classes A, B, C and D. However, the exemption 
from licence fees for seniors in classes E, F, G and H 
will be rescinded. Also, there will be an increase in 
vehicle licence fees of 3 per cent on all vehicles. 
These measures will recoup an estimated $2.2 million 
in vehicle licence fees for 2013/14. 

The cost of bus passes will be raised, result-
ing in an increased revenue yield of $500,000. The 
corporate service tax rate, which has been in exist-
ence since 1995, will be raised from 4 per cent to 6 
per cent to achieve additional revenues of about $1.5 
million. Most other tax rates will remain unchanged, 
except for various immigration fees. It is estimated 
that these changes will be revenue neutral. 
 

TAX COLLECTION 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, Govern-
ment financial statements show large amounts of 
money as taxes receivable. These represent taxes 
that should be paid to Government according to law 
but have not been paid. As Government presently has 
to borrow money to pay monthly bills, every unpaid 
dollar owed to Government increases the public debt 
and costs taxpayers the interest on that dollar. 

Due to the extended recession, there are 
many small businesses that have struggled to meet 
their tax obligations in a timely fashion. Government 
will work with these businesses to make suitable ar-
rangements. However, there are others who simply 
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ignore their obligations. For this group, Government 
will use all available means to collect overdue taxes, 
thereby improving Government’s cash flow and reduc-
ing its need for borrowing. 

Mr. Speaker, now I would like to provide a few 
highlights of programme initiatives related to the key 
Ministries of Public Safety, Education and Health and 
Seniors. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, safety and 
security in Bermuda are fundamental human rights; 
hence, it is a clear imperative to provide the Bermuda 
Police Service with the resources they require to meet 
the challenges of these times. This budget provides 
additional funding to increase the Bermuda Police 
Service manpower to adequate levels.  

Also provided is an increased allocation to the 
Police Complaints Authority. An additional $30,000 
will enable this body to engage a part-time investiga-
tor to properly deal with complaints made against the 
police, thereby increasing public confidence that rights 
and freedoms are highly valued in this society.  

The Government will move to renegotiate the 
Police Conditions of Service Order to remove those 
provisions regarding police compensation which are 
no longer appropriate. While we will not compromise 
on keeping Bermuda safe, fiscal prudence must be 
applied even to this vital department. 

Mr. Speaker, supporting strong enforcement 
must be accompanied by effective rehabilitation. The 
Department of Corrections fulfils a critical role in 
breaking the cycle of anti-social behaviour in our 
community. To ensure that incarcerated men and 
women are returned to society equipped to make bet-
ter choices, and thereby reducing the risk they pose to 
the wider community, this budget makes provision for 
the recruitment of prison officers to fill existing posts, 
and in this fiscal year the Department of Corrections 
will also engage key professionals in areas related to 
the rehabilitation and management of inmate issues. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, this budget 
will allow the Ministry of Education to improve teach-
ing quality and learning outcomes, as well as expand 
opportunities to provide greater access for all our stu-
dents. 

Career Pathways, a programme started in 
September 2012, represents a dynamic partnership 
between Bermuda’s industry partners, the Ministry of 
Education, the National Training Board and the Ber-
muda College. The programme is designed to provide 
public school students with pathways for greater 
preparation for career and college opportunities for a 
fulfilling life beyond the classroom. The goal is to ex-
pand the programme to bring Bermudian students 

closer to the various occupations in which non-
Bermudians are heavily represented. The refining of 
the programme at the senior school level will assist 
the Ministry to build the pipeline that will eventually 
see the introduction of the Career Pathways pro-
gramme at the middle school level. 

The budget allocation for the upcoming year 
will allow the Ministry to expand its services to special 
needs students. Vision services is one such area that 
has expanded in recent years. The number of stu-
dents with vision impairments has risen from 11 in 
2010 to 46 in 2012, of which 5 require to be serviced 
with Braille. Known as the Busy Bees programme, this 
vision programme has benefited from overwhelming 
school, family and community support. Without this 
support, the programme would not have been able to 
meet the needs of these students. 

Mr. Speaker, in September 2011, an Alterna-
tive Education Programme was implemented for trou-
bled youth with severe behavioural challenges who 
were not functioning to their level of ability in the regu-
lar school environment. This 1 per cent of the total 
student population is being serviced through a consor-
tium of alternative facilities to meet their individual 
learning and behaviour management needs. These 
new programmes provide opportunities for our stu-
dents to reach their full potential and for the public 
education system to be inclusive and responsive to 
student needs. 

 
HEALTH AND SENIORS 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the pro-
posed 2013/14 budget for the Ministry of Health and 
Seniors is $195.2 million, which is an increase of $4.2 
million, or 2.2 per cent, on the base budget from the 
previous year. The vast majority of the Ministry of 
Health and Seniors’ budget (over 72 per cent) is allo-
cated to the Bermuda Hospitals Board. For the 
2013/14 fiscal year, a budget of $104 million has been 
provided for the patient subsidies for the youth, indi-
gent and the aged, as well as providing some support 
for the Continuing Care Unit at the hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, since the close of what was then 
called the “Indigent Clinic” at the hospital, there have 
been many among our most vulnerable populations 
who have been unable to access primary care. In-
stead, many of these Bermudians have either gone 
without care or they have gone to the Emergency De-
partment. This situation is unpleasant for the people 
involved, and it drives up costs for the entire health 
care system.  

The Ministry of Health and Seniors will ad-
dress this by providing primary care services for those 
Bermudians who cannot afford health insurance. The 
Ministry will address their immediate care needs and 
will ensure that they have the appropriate treatment 
and support for any chronic conditions. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: In conclusion, Mr. 
Speaker, this budget marks the beginning of a new 
direction for the manner in which the economy of 
Bermuda and the finances of the Bermuda Govern-
ment are managed. The hallmarks of the new man-
agement style will be realism, transparency, prudence 
and decisiveness. At the present time, Bermuda’s 
economy is in a tough spot, but the Government is 
confident that the corrective measures outlined in this 
Budget Statement, and other initiatives that will come, 
will result in more jobs, more prosperity, greater op-
portunity and safer neighbourhoods in the years to 
come. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, this Government re-
mains firmly confident in the future prospects of Ber-
muda. 

Thank you very much. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just to conclude, I would like to inform the 
House that, under Standing Order 39(3), the Debate 
in the House would be resumed on Friday, 1 March 
2013. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
  

QUESTION PERIOD 
 

The Speaker: There are no questions. 
  

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR  
THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE  

HOUSE ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT LOANS AMENDMENT ACT 2013  
 

PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 

PAYROLL TAX RATES AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Minister of 
Finance. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bills, which, according to section 36(3) of the Bermu-
da Constitution, require the Governor’s recommenda-
tion: 
 First, the Government Loans Amendment Act 
2013; Second, the Payroll Tax Amendment Act 2013; 
and Third, the Payroll [Tax] Rates Amendment Act 
2013. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Are there any objections to the laying of those 
Bills? 
 There are none. 
 Opposition Bills, there are none. 
 Private Members’ Bills, there are none. 
  

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are no notices of motions. 
  

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Minister of 
Public Safety. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
[Orders Nos.] 1 [through] 4 be carried over. 
 
The Speaker: [Orders Nos.] 1 [through] 4 will be car-
ried over. 
 [Order No.] 5, Mr. Roban? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Carry it over. 
 
The Speaker: [Order No.] 5 is carried over as well, 
according to Mr. Roban. 
 I recognise now the Deputy Premier. 
 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 22 February 2013 135 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I move that this House now adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: The motion is that the House do now 
adjourn. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Till Friday next at 
10:00 am. 
 
The Speaker: Till Friday next at 10:00 am. 
 Are there any objections? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 11:13 am, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 1 March 2013.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 House of Assembly 



136 22 February 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 House of Assembly 



2013 SESSION 
BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

 
OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT  

INDEX 

FEBRUARY 2013 
 
This Index is arranged alphabetically with “Order of Business” headings and MPs’ names in bold. “Bills” are 
arranged both alphabetically and procedurally (i.e., First Reading, Second Reading, Committee, Report, Third 
Reading). 

A 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Cabinet, seeking information from 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 123–124 

PLP Government, reflecting thereon 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 117–120 

Work Permits, OBA Initiatives 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 120–122 

Affirmation of Assemblyman, See Legislature, convening of 
Allegiance, Oaths and/or Affirmations, See Legislature, convening of 
Al's Pals programme: A cross-ministry initiative, See Statements by Ministers or Junior Ministers; Also see 

Question Period 
Announcements by Speaker or Member Presiding 

Hansard, establishing of in Bermuda, 126 
Rulings 

Unparliamentary language 
 "lie," 108 

Sessional Committees, appointment of, 15–16 
Visitors 

Jackson, Mrs. Louise, former Member of Parliament, 78  
Appointments to Select Committee of House, See Motions 
Assemblyman, Oaths or Affirmations, See Legislature, convening of 
Atherden, Mrs. Jeanne J. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 28 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 110–112 

B 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 30 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 85–86 

Bean, Hon. Marc A. R. 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 26 
Throne Speech, Reply to, 32–38 

Bermuda College Annual Report 2011/12, See Papers and Communications to House 
Bermuda Economic Review 2012, See Papers and other Communications to House 
Bermuda Hospitals Board 2011 Annual Report, See Papers and Communications to House 
Bills 

Government Loans Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 134 

Payroll Tax Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 134 

Payroll Tax Rates Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 134 

Supreme Court Amendment Bill 2012 
First Reading, 31 

Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A. 

 Hansard Index—2013 Session (February 2013 only) 1 



Throne Speech, debate thereon, 56–61 
Brown, Mr. Walton 

Throne Speech, debate thereon, 49–52 
Budget Statement 2013/14, See Statements by Ministers or Junior Ministers 
Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 28–29 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 80–85 

Burt, Mr. E. David 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Cabinet, seeking information from, 123–124 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 24 

C 
Cabinet 

Seeking information from, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 18 
Governor's Speech taken as read, 10 
Ministers and Members of Legislature (Salaries and Pensions) Act 1975, 13 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 114–117 

Clerk, appointment of, See Legislature, convening of 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 19 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 90–92 

Confirmation of Minutes 
02 November 2012, 10, 15 
08 February 2013, 15 
15 February 2013, 125 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices 
Atherden, Mrs. Jeanne J., 28 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny), 30 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 26 
Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr., 28–29 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 24 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 18 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 19 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 24 
Davis, Ms. Nandi, 29–30 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S., 25 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 26–27 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 18 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 20 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 20–21 
Gordon-Pamplin, Mrs. Patricia J., 23 
Horton, Hon. K. H. Randolph, 30 
Jackson, Mrs. Susan E., 25 
Lister, Hon. Dennis P., 25 
Lister, Hon. Terry E., 22–23 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 27–28 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 18–19 
Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr., 22 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 19–20 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 21–22 
Scott, Hon. Leah K., 30 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 21 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 20 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 22 
Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole, 28 
Smith, Mr. Glen, 25–26 
Sousa, Mr. Jeff, 19 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 29 

2 Hansard Index—2013 Session (February 2013 only) 



Consolidated Fund Financial Statements for year ending March 31, 2012, See Papers and Communications to 
House 

Convening of Legislature, See Legislature, Convening of 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 24 
Public Holidays (Exemption) Order 2012, 12 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 94–100 

D 
Davis, Ms. Nandi 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 29–30 
Debate on Throne Speech, See Throne Speech, debate thereon 
Deputy Speaker, election of, See Legislature, convening of 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 25 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H. 

Al's Pals programme: A cross-ministry initiative, 16–17 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 26–27 
Parole Board 2010 Annual Report, 16 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 52–56 

F 
Fisheries Amendment Regulations 2012, See Papers and Communications to House 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 18 
Question Period 

Als' Pals Programme, 17 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
PLP Government, reflecting thereon, 117–120 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 20 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 100–108 

G 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant 

Bermuda College Annual Report 2011/12, 12 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 20–21 

Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J. 
Bermuda Hospitals Board 2011 Annual Report, 11 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 23 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 86–90 

Government Loans Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Governor, Messages from/to, See Messages from/to Governor 

H 
Hansard, establishing of in Bermuda, See Announcements by Speaker or Member Presiding 
Horton, Hon. K. H. Randolph 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 30 

J 
Jackson, Mrs. Susan E. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 25 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 78–80 

L 
Legislature, Convening of 

Allegiance, Oaths and/or Affirmations, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15 
Assemblyman, Oaths or Affirmations, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15  
Clerk, appointment of, 10 
Deputy Speaker, election of, 9 
Members, certified list of, 1 

 Hansard Index—2013 Session (February 2013 only) 3 



Sergeant-at-Arms, appointment of, 10 
Speaker, election of, 2 

Lister, Hon. Dennis P. 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 25 

Lister, Hon. Terry E. 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 22–23 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 68–72 
Withdrew from PLP, 30–31 

M 
Members, certified list of, See Legislature, convening of 
Messages from/to Governor 

Throne Speech 
 thanks for, 32 
 to be delivered, 9 
Ministers and Members of Legislature (Salaries and Pensions) Act 1975, See Motions 
Ministers and Members of Legislature Pensions Fund Financial Statements for years ended 31 March 2008 and 

2009, See Papers and Communications to House 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 27–28 
Motions 

Governor's Speech taken as read 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 10 

Ministers and Members of Legislature (Salaries and Pensions) Act 1975 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 13 

Select Committee of House, appointments to 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 125, 126 

Term limits, reject removal of 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 13 

P 
Papers and Communications to House 

Bermuda College Annual Report 2011/12, 12 
Bermuda Economic Review 2012, 126 
Bermuda Hospitals Board 2011 Annual Report, 11 
Consolidated Fund Financial Statements for year ending March 31, 2012, 11 
Fisheries Amendment Regulations 2012, 12 
Ministers and Members of the Legislature Pensions Fund Financial Statements for years ended 31 March 

2008 and 2009, 11 
Parole Board 2010 Annual Report, 16 
Pensions (Increase) Order 2013, 11 
Pensions (Public Service Superannuation Act 1981)(Increase) Order 2013, 11 
Public Holidays (Exemption) Order 2012, 12 

Parole Board 2010 Annual Report, See Papers and Communications to House 
Payroll Tax Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Payroll Tax Rates Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Pensions (Increase) Order 2013, See Papers and Communications to House 
Pensions (Public Service Superannuation Act 1981)(Increase) Order 2013, See Papers and Communications to 

House 
Personal Explanations 

Lister, Hon. Terry E., Withdrew from PLP, 30–31 
Pettingill, Hon. Mark J. 

Throne Speech, debate thereon, 38–44 
PLP Government, reflecting thereon, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
PLP, withdrawal from (Lister, Hon. Terry E.), 30–31 
Public Holidays (Exemption) Order 2012, See Papers and Communications to House 

Q 
Question Period 

Als' Pals Programme 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta, 17 
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Scott, Hon. Michael J., 17 

R 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob) 

Bermuda Economic Review 2012, 126 
Budget Statement 2013/14, 126–134 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 18–19 
Consolidated Fund Financial Statements for year ending March 31, 2012, 11 
Ministers and Members of the Legislature Pensions Fund Financial Statements for years ended 31 March 

2008 and 2009, 11 
Pensions (Increase) Order 2013, 11 
Pensions (Public Service Superannuation Act 1981)(Increase) Order 2013, 11 

Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr. 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 22 
Fisheries Amendment Regulations 2012, 12 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 112–114 

Roban, Mr. Walter H. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

OBA Work Permit Initiatives, 120–122 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 19–20 
Term limits, reject removal of, 13 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 44–49 

Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann 
Appointments to Select Committee of House, 125, 126 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 21–22 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 61–64 

S 
Scott, Hon. Leah K. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 30 
Scott, Hon. Michael J. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 21 
Question Period 

Als' Pals Programme, 17 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 64–68 

Scott, Hon. R. Wayne 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 20 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 72–74 

Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 22 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 108–110 

Select Committee of House, appointments to See Motions 
Sergeant-at-Arms, appointment of, See Legislature, convening of 
Sessional Committees, appointment, See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 
Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 28 
Smith, Mr. Glen 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 25–26 
Throne Speech, debate thereon, 92–94 

Sousa, Mr. Jeff 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 19 

Speaker 
Announcements by, See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 
Election of, See Legislature, convening of 
Rulings, See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 

Statements by Ministers or Junior Ministers 
Al's Pals programme: A cross-ministry initiative 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 16–17 
Budget Statement 2013/14 

Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 126–134 
Supreme Court Amendment Bill 2012, See Bills 
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T 
Term limits, reject removal of, See Motions 
Throne Speech 

Debate thereon 
Atherden, Mrs. Jeanne J., 110–112 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny), 85–86 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 32–38 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 56–61 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 49–52 
Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr., 80–85 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 114–117 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 90–92 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 94–100 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 52–56 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 100–108 
Gordon-Pamplin, Mrs. Patricia J., 86–90 
Jackson, Mrs. Susan E., 78–80 
Lister, Hon. Terry E., 68–72 
Pettingill, Hon. Mark J., 38–44 
Richards, Hon. Sylvan, D., Jr., 112–114 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 44–49 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 61–64 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 64–68 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 72–74 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 108–110 
Smith, Mr. Glen, 92–94 
Wilson, Mrs. Kim N., 74–78 

Throne Speech Reply 
Also see Throne Speech, Debate thereon 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 32–38 

U 
Unparliamentary language 

“lie”, 108 

W 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Notices, 29 
Wilson, Mrs. Kim N. 

Throne Speech, debate thereon, 74–78 
Work Permits 

OBA Work Permit Initiatives, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
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