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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
13 FEBRUARY 2015 

10:01 AM 
Sitting Number 7 of the 2014/15 Session 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, 
Speaker] 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
5 and 12 December 2014 

The Speaker: Honourable Members, we have confir-
mation of the Minutes of December the 5th and of De-
cember the 12th. All Members should have received 
those Minutes. And if there are no objections, then 
those Minutes will be confirmed. 

Are there any objections or any corrections to 
those Minutes? 

There are none, so the Minutes for Decem-
ber 5th and December 12th are now confirmed. 

[Minutes of 5 and 12 December 2014 confirmed.] 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: There are no messages from the Gov-
ernor. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

APOLOGY 

The Speaker: First, the Honourable Member, MP 
Walton Brown, from constituency 17, Pembroke Cen-
tral, will not be with us today. 

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES 

The Speaker: Secondly, I would like to announce the 
appointment of MP Susan Jackson, from constitu-
ency 12, Pembroke South West, to replace MP Pet-
tingill, from constituency 25, in Warwick North East, 
[to] the Public Accounts Committee. 

Thirdly, I would like to announce the appoint-
ment of MP Jeff C. Sousa, from constituency 28, 
Warwick West, to the Committee of the Office of the 
Auditor in the place of the now-Minister of Public 
Works, L. G. Cannonier, from constituency 12, Dev-
onshire South Central. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY AMENDMENT ACT 
2014 

The Speaker: I have one message from the Senate. 
“To his Honour, the Speaker, and Members of 

the House of Assembly: 
“The Senate has the honour to return to your 

Honourable House the accompanying Bill entitled the 
Commissions of Inquiry Amendment Act 2014, rec-
ommending the concurrence of the Honourable House 
in the following suggested amendment, which is pro-
posed to be made to the Bill: that clause 3 of the Bill 
be deleted in its entirety.” 

And the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Whip from the Opposition, from constituency 3, MP 
Lovitta Foggo. 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. Good morning. 
Mr. Speaker, I move that consideration of the 

message from the Senate be deferred at this time. 

The Speaker: Yes, thank you, Honourable Member. 
The Member who brought that Bill in the 

House is MP Brown. He is not here. 
Are there any objections to that? 
There are none. So we will move on. 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Attorney General. Attorney General T. G. Moniz, 
you have the floor. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Good morning, good morning, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

MAINTENANCE ORDERS (RECIPROCAL EN-
FORCEMENT) (DESIGNATION) AMENDMENT OR-

DER 2015 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the consideration of this 
Honourable House the Maintenance Orders (Recipro-
cal Enforcement) (Designation) Amendment Order 
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2015, proposed to be made under section 15 of the 
Maintenance Orders (Reciprocal Enforcement) Act 
1974. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Attorney Gen-
eral. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none.  

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  

AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 
 

The Speaker: We move now to Statements by Minis-
ters and Junior Ministers. 
 We first recognise the Honourable Premier. 
Honourable Premier, M. H. Dunkley, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning to you, and good morning to col-
leagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT CAPITOL HILL, 

FEBRUARY 2015 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the first 
Statement today is in connection with Washington, 
DC, and the trip there last week. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s relationship with the 
United States spans four centuries and represents a 
unique bond between our respective jurisdictions of 
mutual benefit and ongoing assistance. 
 It is with the importance of this relationship in 
mind that, on behalf of the Bermuda Government, I 
attended a series of meetings last week in Washing-
ton, DC. Mr. Speaker, I was accompanied by the 
Honourable Member, the Minister of Economic Devel-
opment, Dr. Gibbons; the Deputy Head of the Civil 
Service, Mrs. Cherie Whitter; and Press Officer, Ms. 
Nea Talbot. 
 Mr. Speaker, with the sitting of this new Con-
gress and the shift in the Legislative Branch’s balance 
of power, an important introductory meeting was con-
ducted with Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, 
who is the Senate Majority Leader. Our delegation 
provided the Majority Leader with key information on 
current Bermuda issues, including tax matters, border 
control and trade. 
 We conducted 12 meetings while on Capitol 
Hill and renewed friendships with distinguished lead-
ers on both sides of the aisle. Honourable Members 
will no doubt recall the strong Bermuda connection 

enjoyed by Congressman G. K. Butterfield of North 
Carolina, Congressman Jim Clyburn of South Caro-
lina, as well as Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey. 
All of these gentlemen continued affirming their sup-
port for Bermuda, and Honourable Members may 
know that Congressman Butterfield is now the Chair-
man of the very important Congressional Black Cau-
cus. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware that the nature of the US legislative system dic-
tates that even members in the minority party enjoy 
considerable influence and respect in the discharge of 
their congressional duties. One such member is for-
mer Speaker of the House, Congresswoman Nancy 
Pelosi of California, with whom we met for an ex-
tended period of time. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Congresswoman was well 
briefed on Bermuda and was keen to have her under-
standing of Bermuda’s position enhanced on a variety 
of issues. This was an important discussion, and I am 
confident that Bermuda has gained a friend in the 
former Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is clear that on both sides of 
the Atlantic, there continues to be a need for Bermuda 
to promote awareness of who we are, what we do and 
the importance of our jurisdiction to the critical arena 
of insurance, reinsurance and tourism. 
 Honourable Members will also have noted 
that I was able to attend the National Prayer Break-
fast, which began with a pre-meeting of leaders of 
government, and we had an opportunity during that 
meeting, Mr. Speaker, to discuss matters of mutual 
interest with additional congressional leaders. 
 The actual Prayer Breakfast was attended by 
close to 4,000 guests and included leaders from sev-
eral countries and leaders of various denominations, 
who brought prayers and addresses to inspire and 
cause reflection. 
 Against the background of international con-
flicts founded in religious differences, the President of 
the United States reminded all assembled that reli-
gious persecution and the commission of atrocities in 
the name of religion is not unique to any one faith. 
President Obama provided a message of peace, tol-
erance and unity against all forms of intolerance. His 
message was amplified by a final address and a 
prayer by Ambassador Andrew Young, who reflected 
on the 50th anniversary of the March on Selma and the 
progress that had been made in race relations since 
freedom fighters and Civil Rights activists were forced 
to pursue their rights through acts of civil non-violent 
disobedience. 
 Mr. Speaker, this visit to Washington DC, con-
firmed that Bermuda remains a strong ally of the 
United States, and congressional leaders opened their 
doors to hear our message. It is significant that Ber-
muda’s position is well received and that key decision-
makers are equipped with the information required to 
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make informed decisions on matters that affect our 
economy. 
 Honourable Members will be aware that 
President Obama signalled, in his State of the Union 
address and in subsequent comments, Mr. Speaker, 
his intention to take action on tax issues that may af-
fect Bermuda. I am pleased to advise this Honourable 
House today that we met with Mark Mazur, the Assis-
tant Secretary for Tax Policy of the Treasury Depart-
ment. Our exchange was designed to gain insight into 
how the administration intends to advance this part of 
its agenda. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government and its repre-
sentative office in Washington will continue to analyse 
legislative and regulatory actions on US tax proposals 
that affect Bermuda, and ensure at all times we pur-
sue a strategy that cements our ability to grow our 
economy and provide for our people here at home. 
 Mr. Speaker, the relationship [is strong], and 
this Government is determined to preserve that strong 
relationship which we have with the United States of 
America. Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair will recognise again the Honourable 
Premier. 
 

BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP REGISTERS FOR 
OVERSEAS TERRITORIES 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The second Statement is in regards to the matter of 
beneficial ownership registers for Overseas Territo-
ries. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to provide this Hon-
ourable House with the context of the Government’s 
response to the UK media’s comments attributed to 
the Right Honourable Edward Miliband, MP, the 
Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition in the UK, with 
respect to the matter of Beneficial Ownership Regis-
ters of Overseas Territories. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Miliband’s comments ema-
nated from a letter he intends to send to Overseas 
Territories and Crown Dependencies, and were widely 
reported both here at home and overseas. The key 
excerpt from his media comments directed to OT's 
which raised eyebrows are as follows, Mr. Speaker, 
and I quote: 

“Ahead of the General Election in May, I am 
writing to put you on notice that a Labour government 
will not allow this situation of delay and secrecy to 
continue. 

“Labour will act on tax avoidance where the 
Tories will not. 

“All UK Overseas Territories or Crown De-
pendencies will have to produce a publicly accessible 
central register of beneficial ownership within six 
months of the election of a Labour government. 

“If any Overseas Territory or Crown Depend-
ency does not meet this deadline, we will ask the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment [OECD] to put them on the OECD’s tax haven 
blacklist.” 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will al-
ready know that the Government of Bermuda has con-
tinually demonstrated its commitment to take the re-
quired measures to protect our borders from those 
who would wish to use them to undertake or hide 
criminal or other such unacceptable activity, and we 
have done this for over 70 years, imposing safeguards 
in this regard. 

Mr. Speaker, as I indicated publicly, I was dis-
appointed to learn of Mr. Miliband’s intended letter to 
the leaders of the Overseas Territories, and on Feb-
ruary 9th I wrote directly to him to share Bermuda’s 
position. 

Notwithstanding the direct communication, it 
was important that Bermuda take all necessary steps 
to respond publically to the media comments, and on 
Saturday, February 7th, the Bermuda Government is-
sued a statement to the UK media that was also car-
ried locally and across the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, that statement set out that Ber-
muda is already compliant in the area of transparency 
and tax. 

By Monday evening, the Bermuda response 
had been covered in over 170 media outlets, including 
several global translations. 

Bermuda’s message reaffirming the integrity 
of the jurisdiction as it relates to our adherence to in-
ternational standards and tax transparency was well 
received internationally and has led the way in the 
response to Mr. Miliband’s comments. 

Mr. Speaker, in the letter sent earlier this 
week in following up with Mr. Miliband, I set out again 
that Bermuda is not in the same position as other in-
ternational financial centres. In fact, we are leaders in 
this regard, and that difference should be recognised. 

While some countries may collect beneficial 
ownership centrally at the time of incorporation of a 
company, only Bermuda continuously updates its cen-
tral register every time a company’s shares are trans-
ferred. 

Our unique Government-held central register 
has deterred persons with bad intentions and forced 
them to choose other jurisdictions to set up their com-
panies, as Bermuda has over 80 tax treaty partners 
(including the UK) with whom we share this informa-
tion when requested. 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda boasts one of the 
world’s longest-standing records of meeting interna-
tional regulatory standards. 

Bermuda’s success is primarily the result of a 
global standard of intellectual capital that resides here 
on the Island. And that provides the financial services 
to our global customers in the reinsurance field. This 
intellectual capital is based on three core elements—
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the Government, the regulator (the Bermuda Mone-
tary Authority) and the private sector—working to-
gether in synergy. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Bermuda can be 
assured that this Government will grasp every oppor-
tunity to not only highlight Bermuda’s valued eco-
nomic contribution to the UK, but to share our practice 
and long-standing experience with a Government-held 
central registry of beneficial ownership. 

Mr. Speaker, the UK Government is in the 
throes of an election campaign. In just over three 
months, UK voters will go to the polls in what, by all 
accounts, is likely to be a very close-fought race after 
five years of coalition government. 

The battle lines being drawn between the two 
main parties are certainly increasingly robust, and 
from time to time such statements as this are likely to 
be made in the name of trying to win votes at home. 
Mr. Speaker, I might add that this is not unique to the 
UK, and Honourable Members may recall that in the 
2008 US presidential election, it featured a primary 
season that named some of the OT’s in attack ads. 

Mr. Speaker, our responsibility as the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda is to remain vigilant, defending 
Bermuda’s record as required, not concerning our-
selves with the internal politics of another country. 

Let me be very clear, Mr. Speaker: Bermuda 
is a transparent and highly regarded jurisdiction, and I 
am confident that our sound regulatory framework and 
our equally robust defence of our record of transpar-
ency will more than match any attempts to cast us in 
any other light.  

Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
  

ANNOUNCMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 Just before we move on, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognise the Vice President of the 
Senate, who is in the Chamber, Vice President Joan 
Dillas-Wright. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Continuation of Statements by Ministers and Junior 
Ministers] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister of Tourism and Transport. Minister 
Shawn Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 

DEPARTMENT OF AIRPORT OPERATION 
AIRSPACE INITIATIVE, UPDATE 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have two 
Statements. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to inform this Honourable 
House of a meeting I attended in London in December 
of last year to present to officials from the UK Depart-
ment for Transport the summary findings of the Ber-
muda Approach Control and Airspace Modernisation 
Feasibility Study. 

Mr. Speaker, in December 2013, the Depart-
ment of Airport Operations [DAO] entered into an 
agreement with Boeing Digital Aviation, a business 
division of aviation giant Boeing, to study the man-
agement and further modernisation of Bermuda’s air-
space. 

The study, completed in August of last year, 
outlined a multi-year plan that would see Bermuda 
collaborating with the FAA [Federal Aviation Admini-
stration] to become a certified Air Navigation Service 
Provider [ANSP]. This certification would allow Ber-
muda to expand its area of airspace for air traffic con-
trol management services from its present five-mile 
radius out to as much as fifty miles, and potentially out 
further at a much later stage. 

The study identified opportunities to acceler-
ate the already fast pace Bermuda has taken in mod-
ernising its air traffic management system by develop-
ing performance-based navigation [PBN] procedures 
for arriving and departing traffic. This enhanced mod-
ernisation shall enable airlines to realise greater effi-
ciencies and improved operational safety. Many ad-
vanced types of commercial aircraft, including those 
manufactured by Boeing and flown here every day, 
stand to optimise their in-flight navigational perform-
ance capabilities when traversing through Bermuda’s 
advanced airspace. 

Mr. Speaker, this collaboration with Boeing 
represents the latest example of a continuous com-
mitment to enhancing and modernising the airspace 
surrounding the L. F. Wade International Airport. In 
2011, the airport implemented the use of global posi-
tioning system [GPS] technology to create more pre-
cise, safer and fuel-efficient landing approaches for 
aircraft arriving in Bermuda, which at the time placed it 
in line with a comprehensive overhaul initiative by the 
FAA to modernise America’s ageing and congestive 
national airspace. 

The initiative, known as NextGen, is designed 
to make air travel to and within the United States more 
convenient and dependable, while ensuring flights are 
as safe, secure and hassle-free as possible. The plan 
ensures better air traffic control, greater fuel savings 
and enhanced operational safety. These are factors 
that are all paramount in today’s aviation environment. 

Mr. Speaker, the 2011 project was followed by 
the first phase completion, in November 2013, of a 
multimillion-dollar project that required the adjustment 
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of the approach angle over Ferry Reach to Runways 1 
and 2. This was necessary in order to comply with 
newly introduced regulatory safety requirements as 
specified by the International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion [ICAO]. You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that the pro-
ject also included the installation of enhanced taxiway 
and runway signage, and high-intensity LED runway 
centreline lighting. 

Mr. Speaker, these recent capital investments 
have laid the foundation for us to move forward with 
this collaborative undertaking with Boeing to further 
modernise our airspace and increase the area over 
which Bermuda-based air traffic controllers will man-
age. This latest initiative will usher in the introduction 
of PBN procedures for both arriving and departing 
Bermuda traffic. Once again, GPS navigation technol-
ogy will be used to ensure that aircraft utilising Ber-
muda’s airspace fly more efficiently, more economi-
cally, more precisely, and with greater operational 
safety. 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s airspace is of strate-
gic and operational importance to the United States 
national airspace system [NAS] and is presently con-
trolled by the FAA. For Bermuda to assume control of 
its airspace, we must move from the basic air traffic 
control tower function currently in place to a more dy-
namic operation. There are significant costs in doing 
so that involve planning and execution related to the 
installation of automation systems, equipment and 
infrastructure upgrades, management, staffing. train-
ing, and the expansion of existing facilities. Concur-
rently, by providing certified air traffic management 
services for users of our airspace, Bermuda is entitled 
to recoup the associated costs via user charges and 
implement a continuous improvement plan for its air 
navigation infrastructure. 

Mr. Speaker, in December of last year, I trav-
elled to London, accompanied by the Airport General 
Manager, Mr. Aaron Adderley; the Director of Civil 
Aviation, Mr. Thomas Dunstan; Air Operations Man-
ager, Mr. Bob Withers; and a senior management offi-
cial from Boeing-Jeppesen to present to officials from 
the UK Department for Transport the summary find-
ings of the Bermuda Approach Control and Airspace 
Modernisation Feasibility Study. 

The UK delegation included the Deputy Direc-
tor for the Department for Transport and the CEO of 
Airspace Safety Support International [ASSI], a sub-
sidiary of the UK Civil Aviation Authority, responsible 
for overseeing aviation regulatory compliance by 
Overseas Territories. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce that, 
following our presentation, the UK Department for 
Transport offered its full support of the Bermuda air-
space initiative, acknowledging that the UK antici-
pated Bermuda would look to assume management of 
its own terminal airspace from the FAA when it was 
willing and able to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, by assuming management of 
our airspace and expanding its modernisation through 
PBN, we are able to create more career paths and job 
opportunities for Bermudians in what is an exciting 
and fast-paced industry. With the support of the UK, 
our next step is to move forward in close cooperation 
with the FAA through the comprehensive roadmap 
provided in the Boeing feasibility study. The objective 
is to have expanded PBN operations in support of the 
anticipated increase in flight operations surrounding 
the upcoming America’s Cup events. The UK Depart-
ment for Transport has asked that we continue to 
keep them abreast as we move forward. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 I will now recognise again the Minister of 
Tourism, who has a second Statement. 
 Minister, please carry on. 
 

ROAD SAFETY SUMMIT 2015 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to report that the Ministry 
of Tourism Development and Transport hosted the 
Road Safety Summit 2015 at the Elbow Beach Hotel 
this week, Wednesday, February 11th, under the 
theme, “How do we make Bermuda’s roads and road 
users safer?” 

The Summit was attended by 48 representa-
tives from relevant Government Ministries, the Oppo-
sition, the Bermuda Police Service, the insurance sec-
tor, CADA [Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse], Road 
Safety Council, Bermuda Health Council and the Cor-
poration of Hamilton, among others. 

The half-day event was a forum for key stake-
holders to engage in open and meaningful dialogue to 
identify immediate, tangible solutions to make Ber-
muda’s roads and road users safer. 

Inspector Robert Cardwell of the Bermuda Po-
lice Service provided a very comprehensive presenta-
tion on Road Traffic [Collision] Statistics and the Ber-
muda Police Service Road Strategy. 

Dr. Joseph Froncioni, a former Chair of the 
Road Safety Council, provided a very riveting presen-
tation with startling facts about the cost of treating ac-
cident victims and post-accident care. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout the summit, there 
was a constant call for collaboration between all 
stakeholders and resources. I am pleased to advise 
that the Ministry of Tourism Development and Trans-
port will take the lead immediately to progress three 
recommendations from the summit: 

1. Establish a continuous working group to im-
plement road traffic safety concerns and initia-
tives set out in the Bermuda Police Service 
Road Safety Strategy; 

2. Implement roadside sobriety checks; and 
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3. [Install] speed cameras and other traffic-
calming deterrents to encourage drivers and 
riders to slow down. 
 
And [concerning] number two, Mr. Speaker, [it 

means] primarily having the roadside sobriety instru-
ment [available] to the police service. 

In the meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Bermuda residents to drive responsibly and have con-
sideration for the safety of themselves and other road 
users. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

ANNOUNCMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Just before we move to the next Ministerial 
Statement, I want to take this opportunity to recognise 
in the Gallery, Dr. Patrick Boyer, QC, who is a former 
MP in the Canadian House of Commons, from 1984 to 
1993, and the former Parliamentary Secretary for Ex-
ternal Affairs. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: And his wife, Elise. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Continuation of Statements by Ministers and Junior 
Ministers] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister of Education, Minister Wayne Scott. 
You have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

DUAL ENROLMENT PROGRAMME, STUDENT 
SUCCESS 

 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Mr. Speaker, today I invite 
you, Members of this Honourable House and, indeed, 
the people of Bermuda to join me in recognising the 
achievements of our public high school students who 
are participating in the Bermuda College Dual Enrol-
ment Programme and taking advantage of undertak-
ing entry-level college courses. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda College Dual En-
rolment Programme allows qualified high school stu-
dents to enrol in college-level courses at the Bermuda 
College. Upon successful completion, the students 
earn academic college credit while still attending their 
respective high school. The Bermuda College intro-

duced the concept of “dual enrolment” as a means of 
introducing high school students to higher education 
while still taking courses toward their high school 
graduation requirements. 

Mr. Speaker, if the high school students de-
cide to further their education at Bermuda College or if 
they decide to attend an overseas post-secondary 
institution, the dual enrolment programme allows them 
a reduction in the time-to-degree. A growing body of 
research suggests that allowing students in high 
school to complete even a single college class as part 
of a dual enrolment programme significantly increases 
their chances of graduating from high school and later 
completing a college degree. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to be considered for the 
dual enrolment programme, students are required to 
have successfully completed their Senior Year 2 [S2] 
at either the Berkeley Institute or CedarBridge Acad-
emy, and they must be in good academic standing in 
their Senior Year 3 [S3]. Additionally, the students 
need to sit the Accuplacer College Placement Test 
(CPT) and be deemed college-ready, based on the 
results of their CPT. 

Mr. Speaker, as straightforward as this proc-
ess may seem, it has in fact involved lengthy discus-
sions between the high school teachers and guidance 
counsellors, parents, the academic deans and the 
recruitment officer at the Bermuda College to make 
this tremendous opportunity for Bermuda’s students a 
real, wholesome experience. It took a paradigm shift 
for teachers, parents and students to value and pre-
pare for the college placement test. This shift made all 
the difference between readiness to begin college-
level courses and being required to undertake devel-
opmental or college preparatory courses. 

Mr. Speaker, in the fall of 2014, the efforts of 
all key players—that is, our teachers, guidance coun-
sellors, parents, students and the relevant college 
personnel—resulted in 42 public high school students 
enrolling in the dual enrolment programme. Eleven of 
the forty-two were full-time students, which means 
they were taking four or more college courses. The 
students were registered in 82 academic courses that 
included accounting, biology, computer information 
systems, economics, English, mathematics and psy-
chology. 

In addition, five students were enrolled in the 
college skills course, Strategies for Student Success. 
This course is a mandatory course for all Bermuda 
College students who have no college or university 
experience, and assists students in making the ad-
justment to college life. Components of the college 
skills course include academic planning, career plan-
ning, transferring to institutions overseas, preparing 
for work, assessing personal skills and choosing 
healthy lifestyle behaviours. 

Mr. Speaker, of the 82 academic courses, 72 
courses, or 88 per cent of the grades, ranged from A 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report  13 February 2015 653 
 
to C, which means our students earned between 74 
and 100 per cent on these courses. In addition, the 
five students enrolled in the college success course 
achieved a 100 per cent pass rate. 

I ask that this Honourable House join me in 
congratulating our public high school students in this 
dual enrolment programme, for earning globally trans-
ferrable university-level credits while still in high 
school. Well done for our students! 

Mr. Speaker, according to a report published 
by the US-based National Centre for Education Statis-
tics [NCES], 82 per cent of high schools reported that 
their students were enrolled in a dual enrolment pro-
gramme. Bermuda College and our two public high 
schools are to be commended for ensuring that our 
high school graduates will be just as competitive as 
their North American counterparts upon the comple-
tion of the programme. 

The partnership of our public high schools 
with the Bermuda College demonstrates what Ber-
muda’s students are capable of when given the oppor-
tunity to achieve at a higher level. It also reflects what 
is needed to raise the college readiness and success 
of our high school students—a strategy that com-
prises the collective efforts of our students, our teach-
ers and our parents working together. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. And I understand 
you have a second Statement, Minister. So you may 
carry on. 
 

CAREER PATHWAYS PROGRAMME, STUDENT 
SUCCESS 

 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker, in continu-
ing with recognising the success of our students. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased this morning to 
share with Honourable Members of this House an up-
date on the Career Pathways Programme and the 
continued success experienced by our students. This 
programme, Mr. Speaker, has been in place since the 
2012/13 academic school year at Bermuda’s two pub-
lic senior schools, the Berkeley Institute and Cedar-
Bridge Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, the programme provides our S3 
and S4 senior school students who are 16 or 17 years 
old with the opportunity to acquire academic, technical 
and workplace skills in preparation for life beyond the 
classroom. There are five different areas of explora-
tion within this programme that include: 

• college preparatory courses; 
• applied technology; 
• business and hospitality; 
• health and human services; and 
• athletics, arts and communication. 

 
Mr. Speaker, the goal of the Career Pathways 

Programme is threefold: 

1. to provide learning opportunities for our stu-
dents through real-world work experiences; 

2. to provide students with advanced college 
preparatory courses; and 

3. to foster students’ development of profession-
alism, accountability, interpersonal communi-
cation and networking skills. 
 
The Career Pathways presently offers six cer-

tification programmes that includes: a nurse’s aide 
certification and the City & Guilds Employability Skills 
course, which are both managed by the Bermuda Col-
lege; an automotive certification acquired through the 
National Training Board via Noble Auto; the Associa-
tion of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) ac-
counting certification programme; the Skills, Tasks & 
Results Training (START) programme managed by 
the Bermuda Hospitality Institute; and the Bermuda 
Insurance Institute’s General Insurance Certification. 

Mr. Speaker, during their Career Pathways 
experience in the workplace, students are supervised 
by either a trainer or a mentor. Upon completion of 
their workplace experience, the students are evalu-
ated by their trainer or mentor at the workplace site, 
using criteria developed collectively by the Depart-
ment of Education, school leaders and industry part-
ners. Students who successfully complete the work 
placement experience receive one credit, which con-
tributes toward their senior school graduation. 

Mr. Speaker, allow me first to highlight our 
student successes in the Bermuda Insurance Institute 
programme. In January 2014, the first cohort of stu-
dents from both the Berkeley Institute and Cedar-
Bridge Academy enrolled in the Bermuda Insurance 
Institute’s programme. Upon successful completion, 
they will achieve an associate’s in general insurance 
designation. 

To date, four of seven students who started 
the programme—namely, Brianne West, Kenvo Iris, 
Jordan Payne and Niambia Landy—are doing ex-
tremely well. Thus far, they have passed all of the ex-
ams that they have taken and are on target to obtain 
the associate’s in general insurance by December of 
this year. This is so pleasing to know that our high 
school students will graduate with a designation in 
general insurance that immediately equips them for 
the working world. 

Mr. Speaker, the outstanding performance of 
our students in the insurance programme encouraged 
Dr. Dawnelle Walker, the CEO of the Bermuda Insur-
ance Institute, to recruit a second cohort for the pro-
gramme. In doing so, three more students from the 
Berkeley Institute and CedarBridge Academy—
Jahstice Trott, Imani Smith and Ashley Belgrave—
enrolled in the programme just this month, February 
2015, with the expectation of obtaining their associ-
ate’s in general insurance next year, in June 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Walker and members of the 
Bermuda Insurance Institute have developed a rigor-
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ous three-tiered insurance programme for students in 
that, initially, students are involved in a six-week seg-
ment that introduces them to the insurance industry. 
In the second, five-week tier of the certification pro-
gramme, students work with industry partners, and 
during the third tier, students then prepare to sit ex-
ams for the general insurance certification. The three 
areas of concentrated study are commercial, property 
and personal insurance. 

We extend our gratitude to the seven insur-
ance company partners who are working with our stu-
dents in the Career Pathways Programme. They are 
Abby Clifford from BF&M, Damien Pitcher from Frei-
senbruch Meyer, Crystal Clay from ACE, Shirley 
Fountain from Endurance, Gail Miller from Oil Insur-
ance, Brenda Tatem from Ariel Re and Richard 
Winchell from ABIC. Our industry partners are not 
only contributing their time and experience to assist 
students in preparing for the insurance exams, but 
they are also underwriting the cost of the exams, with 
no expense to parents. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just shift to update the 
House about the nursing aide programme, which pro-
vides another certification for students participating in 
the Career Pathways Programme. Presently, there 
are 14 students in the nursing aide programme who 
are expected to complete the clinical capstone com-
ponent during the period March 30th to April 6th of this 
year. 

Upon successful completion of the theoretical 
exams, plus the practical experience, our students will 
be awarded a nurse’s aide certificate. This is certainly 
good news! Also, a second cohort of students is al-
ready scheduled this week to participate in the nurse’s 
aide programme. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the automotive 
certification programme, Mr. Fernando Oliveira and 
his team at Noble Auto, located at CedarBridge Acad-
emy, are doing a wonderful job with the students who 
are enrolled in the apprenticeship programme. Cur-
rently, two of our students, Brandon Pimentel and De-
vonti Fox, are in the automotive programme and work-
ing part-time at the garage. 

Additionally, the employability skills course is 
positively impacting our students in that they are being 
readily prepared for their work placement experience 
and, ultimately, to enter the job market. 

Mr. Speaker, the Career Pathways Pro-
gramme has been well received by industry partners. 
Currently, there are close to 50 industry partners, in-
cluding six Government Ministries, involved in the 
programme. As of the first week in February 2015, 
students have already engaged in a 12-week 
school/career work placement exercise. Overall, there 
are 276 students enrolled in the Career Pathways 
Programme, of whom 237 are S3 students, compris-
ing 102 males and 135 females. More than half of the 
students have already requested to continue in the 
programme in their senior year. 

Mr. Speaker, the Career Pathways Pro-
gramme continues to grow from strength to strength. 
In fact, there are 13 students in the Career Pathways 
Programme who also participate in the Bermuda Col-
lege Dual Enrolment Programme. These students 
have been taking college courses in English, lan-
guage arts, mathematics and science since the start 
of the 2014/15 school academic year and will earn 
college credit upon successfully completing the 
courses. Four of these students are enrolled full-time 
at the Bermuda College and will earn their associate’s 
degrees at the completion of their studies. 

Mr. Speaker, due to the success of the Career 
Pathways Programme at the senior level, efforts are 
now underway to introduce the programme to our stu-
dents at the middle school level so that they are also 
provided with the opportunity to be prepared and 
equipped for the workplace. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank our 
teachers, our school leaders and all industry partners 
for their continued commitment, support and assis-
tance in preparing our students for life beyond the 
classroom. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Minister. 
 That completes the Statements by Ministers 
and Junior Ministers. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

The Speaker: There are no reports of committees. 
 

ANNOUNCMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: And just before we move to the ques-
tion period, we just recognise Senator Diallo Rabain, 
who is in the Gallery. 
 
[Desk thumping] 

 
QUESTION PERIOD 

 
WRITTEN ANSWERS 

 
The Speaker: We move now to the question period. 
First, we have written answers to parliamentary ques-
tions from W. H. Roban. They have been received by 
the Honourable Member. 
 
1. Would the Honourable Minister please inform this 

Honourable House as to the total number of 
CCTV Security Cameras that have been installed 
island-wide under the contract awarded to BAS-
Serco as of November 30, 2014? 
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2. Would the Honourable Minister please provide 

this Honourable House with the expenditure to 
date under the contract awarded to BAS-Serco as 
of November 30, 2014? 

 
3. Would the Honourable Minister please provide 

this Honourable House with the list of all sub-
contractors with areas of responsibility doing work 
for the duration of the contract awarded to BAS-
Serco up to November 30, 2014? 

 
The Speaker:  Secondly, we have questions from the  
Honourable Member who is not in his seat right now.  

So we will move on to M. H. Dunkley, who has 
provided written answers. Yes, the Premier has pro-
vided written answers for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, M. A. R. Bean. 
 
1. Will the Honourable Premier please advise this 

Honourable House of the number of overseas 
trips he has taken in an official capacity at the 
taxpayers’ expense for the period of December 
18, 2012 – February 7, 2015? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Premier please advise this 

Honourable House of the purpose of each trip and 
who accompanied him on each trip? 

 
3. Will the Honourable Premier please inform this 

Honourable House of the total cost of each trip, 
itemizing the cost of airfare, accommodations, 
meals, ground transportation, entertainment as 
well as the per diem allowance for the Honourable 
Premier and those persons, (if any), who may 
have accompanied him? 

 
The Speaker: We now move to the next questions, 
which are questions from the Member of Parliament, 
Mr. Burt, from constituency 18, Pembroke West Cen-
tral, who is not in his seat. 
 We move now to . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: If you would like, yes. No problem. You 
may. Yes. 
 Right. These are for all questions. So the 
Leader of the Opposition will ask the questions for the 
Member Burt. Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I ask for leave so I can actu-
ally . . . because MP Blakeney was not here either, 
and it slipped across. Or should I just stay on MP 
Burt’s? 
 

The Speaker: Stay on this right now, and then we can 
go back to that. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker, these oral questions are directed 
at the Honourable Minister of Finance, E. T. Richards. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and pause] 
 

QUESTION 1: MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING 
STATUTORY INTEREST RATE REGIME 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Will the Honourable Minister 
please advise this Honourable House the progress 
being made on modifications to the existing statutory 
interest rate regime as undertaken by him during the 
December 5th, 2013, sitting of this Honourable House? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we referred this matter to the 
Bermuda Monetary Authority for examination and 
study, and that is where it still is. It is still a work in 
progress. 
 
The Speaker: So you have not . . . Okay. 
 MP Bean? 
 

QUESTION 2: PRICE CONTROL COMMISSION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please advise 
this Honourable House how many times the Price 
Control Commission has met since its appointment in 
March 2013, and if he will make a Statement on their 
work? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Price 
Control Commission has not met since its appoint-
ment. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Can the Honourable Minister 
indicate if there is any intention of the Price Control 
Commission to hold meetings, and when? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the matters 
that the Price Control Commission may have ad-
dressed [itself] to have been addressed separately, 
particularly as it relates to the price of goods in su-
permarkets and the price of energy. Those two impor-
tant matters have been looked at (a) by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs in terms of the price of groceries; and 
(b) insofar as the price of energy is concerned, it has 
been looked at by the Energy Commission. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 Yes, carry on. Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, thank you. And I appre-
ciate the Minister’s response. 
 Could the Honourable Minister tell us his or 
the OBA Government’s position on the work of the 
Price Control Commission and the whole idea of price 
controls? Are you in favour of the work of the Price 
Control Commission, in other words? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is a very general, 
and even philosophical, question. I will try to say that, 
you know, we believe in free markets on this side of 
the House. But at the same time, the Price Control 
Commission has been there for many years. And 
there are issues in Bermuda as it relates to cost of 
things, because free markets have not worked, or 
there is a view that free markets have not worked. 
 For instance, with the cost of electricity, there 
is no free market because there is a monopoly. So, I 
think, from my own point of view, the Price Control 
Commission is something that really needs to be re-
viewed, but we have kept it there. But most impor-
tantly, we have addressed any issues of pricing or 
mispricing (should I say) particularly as it relates to 
groceries and energy, through other means. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We now move to the next item. The Honour-
able Minister Crockwell is to provide oral responses to 
questions from the Member from constituency 29, 
Southampton East. And the [Chair] will recognise the 
Member from Southampton East. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY 
WASHINGTON MALL OFFICE  

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House the total amount 
of rent, including all taxes and maintenance fees, the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority are paying for their offices 
housed in the Washington Mall? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The cost of rent, tax and 
services charges total $18,617 per month. Payments 
commenced on the 1st of August 2014 following a 
four-month rent-free period. That figure, Mr. Speaker, 
I would like to break down. The office rent is $10,806 
per month. Storage space rent is $404. Car park is 
$300. Service charge is $5,427. And tax is $1,680. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 MP from constituency 29? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, Mr. Speaker, just 
looking for some guidance here. Can we do supple-
mentaries on this now, or should we wait till all three 
have been read? 
 
The Speaker: No, right now. Supplementary comes 
right now. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you very much. 
 Minister, I believe you said the maintenance 
fee was $5,427. Is that per year or per month? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry. The break-
down was the breakdown of the $18,617 per month. 
So I broke down the overall per month. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, thank you very much. 
Got that. But you also gave— 
 
The Speaker: You have another supplementary? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, this is the same ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 The $5,427 which you said was land tax, is 
that per year or month? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It was a breakdown of the 
monthly charge, per month. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. It says $18,617 per month. So 
obviously, it is per month. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I just 
wanted to clarify that. 
 
The Speaker: So you have another supplementary 
then? Because that has been answered. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Okay. 
 
The Speaker: You have your second supplementary. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. Because $5,427, Mr. 
Speaker, per month is very, very high for land tax, 
very high. I was just wondering if it was a mistake; that 
is all. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The $5,000 was the service charge. 
  
The Speaker: So it is the service charge; it is not the 
land tax. All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. That is the service 
charge. Okay. Got it, got it. 
 So what is the land tax again, Minister? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The tax is $1,680 per 
month. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Yes, you have one more supplementary? Or 
are you going to the second question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am going to go to the 
second question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY 
WASHINGTON MALL OFFICE  

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House how much 
money was spent to outfit these particular offices at 
Washington Mall? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The cost of the fit-out was 
borne by Washington Properties, not the Tourism Au-
thority. The cost of furniture, which was borne by the 
Authority, was $178,000. Additionally, the Authority 
incurred the following costs: 

• telephone system is $52,000;  
• creative services, printers, $38,000; 
• information technology, $65,000. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will recognise . . . You have a sup-
plementary on this, MP Burt? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I have a sup-
plementary. 

 Mr. Speaker, my supplemental question is, 
Can the Honourable Minister please inform the Hon-
ourable House that the contracts for products and 
services of which he just spoke about, which are ex-
ceeding $50,000, if they were put out to public tender 
as per financial instructions requires? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No. All of these services 
were conducted by the Tourism Authority with the ap-
proval of the board. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Burt? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I just want to make 
clear that the Honourable Minister just said that the 
products and services— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, do you have a 
question? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —exceeding $50,000 . . . I do. 
 
The Speaker: Ask your next question! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am asking the question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The question is— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. Hold on. Have a seat. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. MP Burt, now take the floor 
and speak to the Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the question that I 
am asking is, in the response that the Honourable 
Minister just gave he said that it was approved by the 
board. And he said “No” at the beginning. 
 I am seeking clarity if he can say that he is 
saying ‘No”, that contracts over $50,000 were not ten-
dered. Is he just saying that these projects were not 
put out to tender, or is he saying that he does not 
know if they were put out to tender? That is what I 
would like to know, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I answered his question, 
Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: All right. All right. Thank you very 
much. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, I spoke to this 
House on December the 5th. Reflect back to then. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: I think you had another question, 
Member from [constituency] 29. Yes. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY 
WASHINGTON MALL OFFICE  

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House, what is the lease termination 
date? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The lease runs into the 
31st of January 2020. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 That concludes those questions. 
 We now have questions from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 21, Pembroke South East, 
to the Minister of (let me get this correct, as she is a 
new Minister) Community, Culture and Sports. Yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, will the Hon-
ourable Minister please inform this Honourable House 
the total number of persons who have signed up for 
financial assistance between January 2014 and Janu-
ary 2015? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 There is a differential of 163 people, [be-
cause] 2,462 were signed up at January 2014. And 
there is a number at January 2015 of 2,625. So there 
is a differential of 163. That would be the number of 
people who are receiving from financial assistance 
programmes for that period of time. 
 I do have the total numbers by month if the 
Honourable Member would like to have those num-
bers. And this would be the aggregate number of 
people: 2,462 at January 2014; 2,498 at February 
2014; 2,537 at March 2014; 2,534 in April; 2,567 in 

May; 2,567 in June; 2,581 in July; 2,540 in August; 
2,581 in September; 2,582 in October; 2,616 in No-
vember; 2,637 in December, and 2,625 in January.  
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair recognises again the Member from 
constituency 21. You have a supplementary or the 
next question? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, I have a supplemen-
tary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Can the Minister offer any 
insight as to why the significant increase (my word) 
over the last five months? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I cannot.  

Mr. Speaker, I have not had the opportunity, 
obviously, within the last three weeks to be able to 
delve down into the numbers. But I would certainly be 
willing to have a look and see if I can share that infor-
mation with the Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, will the Hon-
ourable Minister— 
 
The Speaker: This is another supplementary, or—? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, supplementary. 
 Would the Honourable Minister care to maybe 
address the issue of the concomitant spike in unem-
ployment over the last few months as being a causal 
factor in the spike in these numbers? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I advised the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Speaker, that I will look into 
the causes to the challenges that we have. And I 
would be happy to provide the information to him 
when I have it. 
 
The Speaker: Thanks. Thanks, Minister. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I would like the Honourable 
Minister to— 
 
The Speaker: You must ask the question. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Oh, yes. 
 
The Speaker: “Would the Honourable Minister care 
to—?” 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Would the Honourable Minis-
ter care to answer the following question: Honourable 
Minister, how many of the Financial Assistance appli-
cants were denied? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I do not have that 
number, Mr. Speaker. As I said, I would be happy to 
have a look into the numbers and be happy to provide 
that information. 
 And let me just indicate that my director is 
actually off sick. So I have not been able to get [an-
swers to] what might be normal questions that I would 
have anticipated. I have not been able to have those 
responded to. 
 
The Speaker: All right. As long as you can get back to 
the Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: But I will commit 
to finding the responses. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises again the Mem-
ber from constituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Minister. Would 
you, as well, undertake to get an answer with regard 
to those that are denied? [Are they] being referred, or 
having the opportunity to have the tribunal hear their 
appeal? How many have appealed? And if they have 
not appealed, are they aware that they can appeal? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I cannot speak to 
what people are or are not aware of, Mr. Speaker. 
But, however, I can find out as to the number of ap-
peals that might have occurred. And that is all I can 
do. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise again the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency number 21, with 
your second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Again, 
thank you. 

 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House the total number of confirmed 
cases relating to Financial Assistance fraud? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
I am informed that there are 60 confirmed cases of 
fraud. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: What measures have been 
put in place— 
 
The Speaker: This is a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: What measures have been 
put in place, Honourable Minister, to deal with this 
problem? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, 
there are two investigative officers who go out. And 
once there is any indication or suspicion that there is 
fraudulent activity, they go out and actually work with 
the providers to try to get to the bottom of it. I do not 
have any more specific details than that at the mo-
ment. But they do have quite voluminous files on the 
investigations that they have conducted. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP, for your second supple-
mental. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: At 60 cases, has there 
been a spike or an increase in the incidences of Fi-
nancial Assistance fraud during this period? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have no clue, 
Mr. Speaker. As I said, I have not had the opportunity 
to delve into the numbers. I would be happy to find 
out. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 All right. Honourable Member, she said she 
will get to you on that. Do you have your third ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 3: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



660 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
 Mr. Speaker, will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House of the racial and 
gender demographics of the client base of the De-
partment of Financial Assistance as of January 2015? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I have only the information in re-
spect of the heads of household, because that is the 
only way that it is captured at the moment. So the 
numbers will not total the aggregate number that we 
have on financial assistance. I have the numbers by 
heads of household. 
 In regard to heads of household, with respect 
to gender, we have 1,205 females, 973 males. In re-
gard to heads of household with respect to race, there 
are 2,021 black and 157 white. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENATRIES 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, bearing in mind the caveat that 
the Minister offered (and I appreciate that) with re-
spect to total numbers, does the glaring disparity here 
between black in regard to heads of households with 
respect to race between black numbers, at 2,021, and 
white at 157 offer cause for concern? And are there 
any ideas of how we can close this disparity? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, is 
the Honourable Member asking whether we should 
have more white people to balance it out? I am just 
trying to understand what the Honourable Member is 
trying to get at. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I do not know what he is asking. You 
will just have to try and understand, unless you would 
like to . . .  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I just wonder if he 
could answer that question; I do not know. 
 
The Speaker: Maybe if you would like to bring some 
clarity? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I think the Minister is being 
disingenuous, Mr. Speaker, if I may say so. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am asking, does this dis-
parity offer cause for concern to the Minister, and how 
can we reduce that disparity, not by seeing a greater 
increase of white applicants needing assistance, but, 
rather, how can we see a decrease in the number of 
blacks who have to be resorting to, or going to, Finan-
cial Assistance for the type of assistance offered? 
 
The Speaker: Right. Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Now I understand 
the question, Mr. Speaker. Had he put it that way, I 
would have been able to answer it more effectively. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: All I can say is 
that it gives us great cause for concern that anybody 
has to have that need to go into Financial Assistance. 
But we do recognise that there are situations over 
which we have no control. And from a governmental 
perspective, we are obligated. 
 The one thing I do not want to do, Mr. Speak-
er, is to start to politicise the client base of the Finan-
cial Assistance Department. But I will say, Mr. Speak-
er— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker! Mr. Speaker! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, please! Please! 
Let the [Minister] answer the question. And then you 
can follow up. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: What I will do, Mr. 
Speaker, is just answer, yes, we do have major cause 
for concern that people are in the situation of having 
to apply for financial assistance. And clearly, we are 
looking at the methodologies by which we can mini-
mise the necessity for those applications. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, Honourable Member— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —from constituency 21. You have a 
supplementary, yes. Your second supplementary. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, bearing in 
mind the Minister’s answer, what does she offer as 
being the cause for the significant number of black 
clients in Financial Assistance in comparison to the 
white client base of the said department? What are 
the factors that are driving that? 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you.  
 Minister? 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, in 
the absence of substantive information, it would only 
be speculative if I respond. I did say earlier that I will 
delve into the numbers, bearing in mind I have been in 
this position three to four weeks and I have not had 
that ability. I will do so. And I would be happy to share 
that information with Honourable Members. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 We move now to the questions for the Hon-
ourable Minister of Public Works, from the Member 
from Hamilton East, constituency number 5. You have 
the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: HERITAGE WHARF IMPROVE-
MENTS 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, will the Honourable Minister 
please confirm to this Honourable House the total 
number of change orders relating to the improvements 
to Heritage Wharf, including the total cost and the ra-
tionale for these change orders? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker 
and Honourable Member. 
 The total number of change orders being con-
sidered are 62, coming to a total of $6,430,038.07. 
What I did was break down that $6 million into three 
different categories. To answer the second part of this 
question, works and materials not included at the time 
of pricing, which would be things like pile testing pro-
cedures, walkways and fenders. In addition to that, 
sewage line leakage that needs to be repaired. An-
other part was cathodic protection, as well, that was 
needed. Also, duty on materials that were included in 
the works paid by the contractor. 
 Another part to that was the increased cost 
due to uncosted delays. That was the weather and 
working on weekends to try and ensure that we came 
in on time with the project. So weather delays. Dam-
age and breakdown also, to equipment.  
 And then the third part was cost incurred 
through risk mitigation measures. And the Honourable 
Member would be familiar with that. Backup equip-
ment was required and installation of a rock anchor. 
 So, again, 62 change orders that have been 
considered at a cost of $6,430,038.07. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Member from Hamilton East? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, would 
the Honourable Minister please inform this Honoura-
ble House, what was the value of the largest change 
order and [what] the work entailed? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I thank the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am not able to give that cost right now. I do 
not have that, but I can provide it to you. 
 I do know that a large share of this, 15 per 
cent or 24 per cent of this went to works and materials 
not included at the time of pricing. But I can get that 
detail for you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP from Hamilton East again, your second 
question? 
 

QUESTION 2: HERITAGE WHARF IMPROVE-
MENTS 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Would the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House what was the cost savings 
gained in using black rod instead of galvanised rod, 
which is in contravention of our building code? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you again, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The question is a bit misleading, I must say. It 
has been answered. The second part of this question, 
stating that it is in contravention of our building code . 
. . many articles have already been written, and the 
Honourable Member has been made aware that it is 
not in contravention of the building code. 
 The first part, the cost savings, if I would have 
just given a simple number to the cost savings of us-
ing high-yield as opposed to galvanised steel, it is 
$102,000. But I think, more importantly, at the time of 
the project, as the project was going on and the need 
for the rod was there, it was costing government ap-
proximately $650,000 per week. Had we brought in 
the galvanised rod to use it, what we would have seen 
is a delay of about four weeks, costing us in excess of 
$2 million. 
 Again, it is not in contravention of any building 
codes. So, the high-yield reinforcement steel was 
used as opposed to the galvanised. 
 
The Speaker: Member from Hamilton East, again. 
You have the floor. 
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Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, the— 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, correct? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, supplementary. 
The galvanised, the black rod was in contravention of 
the building code, and it is quite clear. 
 Mr. Speaker, also, why would using galva-
nised rod be a delay? Why would it be a delay? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member would be aware that 
bringing in galvanised rod, when you are transporting 
it, especially overseas, the rods can sometimes get 
bent causing disruption to the actual galvanised steel, 
and so it needs to be coated once it gets here. So it 
was anticipated that once it got here, within a week or 
two, that it would probably take an additional two 
weeks to coat the rod to ensure that it was in good 
condition. 
 
The Speaker: Member from Hamilton East? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, this is 
really . . . I do not know, Heckle and Jile. 
 
The Speaker: Next? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But that is okay. I un-
derstand it. It is quite clear. 
 Mr. Speaker, the third question, because it 
does not make sense to even get any further. You just 
get more ignorance coming your way. 
 Will the Honourable— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 

QUESTION 3: HERITAGE WHARF IMPROVE-
MENTS 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —please, please in-
form this Honourable House of the total amount paid 
in late penalty fees to the government as per the con-
tract for Heritage Wharf? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I take exception to the comment of “igno-
rance.” And it should be retracted. 
 These answers were given by professionals. If 
he has a question with the professionals, then maybe 
he can take it up with the professionals. I am sure that 
he is not a galvanised professional— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members. 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The answer to his question 
is none. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 All right. Honourable Member from Hamilton 
East. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, was 
there a late penalty clause in the contract? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Speaker, I am not 
aware of any late penalty clause. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Members. 
 We will go back now to the questions for the 
Honourable Minister Crockwell from Member 
Blakeney, the Member from constituency 13. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members! Honourable 
Members, we are not going to have talking across the 
floor! I ask you to reflect back on December the 5th. 
 
[Pause] 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the Honourable Minister please confirm 
to this Honourable House if any partnerships with pri-
vate entities have been formed by the Bermuda Tour-
ism Authority? And if yes, with whom, and what are 
the terms of the contractual engagement? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Crockwell? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The BTA has formed 
partnerships with a wide range of parties. The follow-
ing detailed list is provided (and I have provided the 
Honourable Member with the detailed list): 

• Bermuda Product and Experience Develop-
ment framework. This includes the pro-
gramme rationale and procedures. That would 
be the first enclosure. 

• The Product and Experience release includes 
a listing of 33 approved submissions, totaling 
$930,500 in total funding for 2014. And you 
can find that on the website; I have provided 
that as well. 

• The Product and Experience website release 
includes a listing of 71 approved submissions, 
totalling $813,100 in total funding for 2015. 
 
In addition to these partners noted, BTA has 

three other partnerships, one with the Whitfield Group. 
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The BTA has provided a loan to the Whitfield Group 
for $180,029 to replace a structure destroyed due to 
Tropical Storm Fay at Pier Six in downtown Hamilton. 
Over the next 12 months, the BTA will be repaid the 
principal amount according to the terms of the agree-
ment. 
 The second agreement is with Hamilton VIC. 
The BTA provides a payment of $110,000 to manage 
our Visitor Information Centre [VIC] in Hamilton. The 
principal operator of the Hamilton VIC is Alison 
Outerbridge. 
 And the third partnership is with St. George’s 
VIC. The BTA provides a payment of $96,000 to man-
age our Visitor Information Centre in St. George’s. 
The principal operator of the St. George’s VIC is Phil-
lip Anderson. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 13. You have a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, thank you. 
 Could the Honourable Minister advise whether 
these were also sourced? Or did they go out on an 
RFP? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Based on my recollection, 
they had various meetings where people were invited 
to give submissions. So, there were submissions that 
were given to the BTA. There was a great deal of pub-
licity around it. I do not know if it was a precise RFP, 
but the public was invited to make submissions for 
these various fundings. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. The Member from Southampton 
East. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Supplementary. 
 Minister, I believe you said that the Whitfield 
Group were provided $189,000 to repair storm dam-
age. My question is, As this is being a private group 
with the BTA lending money for storm damage, is 
there any kind of . . . What are the terms of repay-
ment? Is there interest going to be charged? What are 
the details of that? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, just for 
some more information, the Whitfield Group, Limited, 
is an event solution company. It is one of the Island’s 
leading marketing agencies, with well-established 

credentials in event management, et cetera. You will 
know they have the tent at Pier Six. That is the organ-
isation that has that white tent at Pier Six. So, it pro-
vides opportunities for entertainment and potential 
tourism activities. 
 I do not know all of the terms of the loan. You 
will know that the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] 
Act 2013 gives the Authority the power to grant loans 
and the like. As I stated in my answer, it is that the 
principal amount is due to be repaid in 12 months. I do 
not know all the terms. I can get that for the Honoura-
ble Member. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises again the Member from 
Southampton East. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Supplementary. 
 So, what you are saying is that this private 
entity did not have insurance and so they called on 
the BTA to bail them out? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the BTA 
provided a loan to this organisation to repair the dam-
age that was caused by the storm. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Honourable Member, you have a supplemen-
tary? The Chair recognises the— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, supplementary. Is the 
Honourable— 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 26. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is the Honourable Minister 
stating that the BTA entered into an agreement with a 
private sector company which did not have insurance 
for their equipment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, what I pro-
vided the House is the information that I have. I do not 
know all of the details. I do not know the insurance, 
the reality of the private entity. The BTA provided a 
loan, which is within their statutory remit, to that entity, 
and the loan will be repaid. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 You have had the— 
 
An Hon. Member: Two. 
 
The Speaker: —supplementaries. You have had your 
supplementaries. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: You have had your supplementaries. 
 Yes, you have a second supplementary, yes. 
Carry on. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, Minister. With regard to 
the loan, what is the criteria? Notwithstanding that 
loans are accessible through an applicant applying, 
what is the criteria and due diligence exercise that 
would qualify someone getting a loan from the BTA? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I will have 
to get that matrix for the Honourable Member. I do not 
know exactly what matrix they used in that process. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Supplementary? 
 
The Speaker: No. You have had your 
supplementaries that you can have on that. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Member 
from Pembroke— 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: East Central. 
 
The Speaker: Pembroke East Central. You have the 
floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning. 
 Would the Honourable Minister explain to the 
Honourable House why Green consulting and Cosmic 
consulting, LTD, was not mentioned? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I answered 
the question. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. And I think that is 
fair enough. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you do. Carry on, the Member 
from 26. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Honourable Minister confirm that the 
principals of the Whitfield Group were actually insur-
ance executives involved in the insurance industry? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do not know that off the 
top of my head, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 13, Devonshire North Cen-
tral, for your third question? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question; sorry, second ques-
tion. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
the Honourable House with a copy of the scorecard 
that the BTA will use to determine compensation deci-
sions within the BTA? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the score-
card is provided, entitled “Performance Management 
Framework,” for a full description of BTA’s strategy 
concerning compensation decisions, which I have 
provided to the Honourable Member. And I can make 
a copy available to the House as well. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
  Yes, Member from constituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Third question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY  
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Will the Honourable Minister 
please confirm to this Honourable House how many 
BTA board meetings have been held to date? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: BTA board meetings 
have been held on the following dates: December 
19th, 2013; February 21st, 2014; March 28th, 2014; 
April 25th, 2014; May 20th, 2014; June 27th, 2014; July 
25th, 2014; September 29th, 2014; October 31st, 2014; 
November 21st, 2014; December 17th, 2014; and Jan-
uary 29th, 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 You have a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. What does that equate 
to when you divide the number of meetings into the 
stipend compensation of $20,000 per annum for board 
members? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member can do the math if he likes, but I do 
not have that off the top of my head. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have a supplementary, the 
Member from Southampton East? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have done the math for you. 
And it works out to be 16— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, oh! 
 
The Speaker: Oh, you have a question? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I had to answer the Minister’s statement— 
 
The Speaker: You do not need to answer his ques-
tion for him. Ask a question. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I will ask the question then, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, it works out to 
be $1,600 a meeting. 
 

The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: My question— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I . . . I . . . I am asking a 
question. 
 
The Speaker: Take your seat! 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Member from 
constituency number . . . You had a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, I have got a supple-
mentary. 
 Would the Honourable Minister please sub-
stantiate, or give his rationale, of why he believes that 
over $1,600 per meeting is justifiable in paying board 
members of the BTA? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I answered 
a previous Parliamentary Question concerning how 
much was paid to each member. Not every member 
received the available payment through the Act. It was 
always stated that it was determined, based on the 
process, that if we wanted to attract the people that 
we wanted to attract, that that was comfortable. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, that was the reason. And we 
have stood by that position. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 You have another supplementary? Yes, 
Member from 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Is the Honourable Minister 
confirming that there are different quantified amounts 
given to various members of the BTA board? Is the 
Honourable Minister confirming that there are different 
quantified amounts given to members of the BTA 
board? 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Opposi-
tion asked specific questions previously—I believe it 
was that Honourable Member—in terms of what was 
paid to each board member. Some board members, 
for various reasons, did not accept payment. They 
deferred it. And so I articulated who received and who 
did not, previously. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 That concludes those questions. We now 
move to the Ministerial Statements, with reference first 
to the Honourable Premier’s Statement on the Wash-
ington, DC, meeting. 
 The Chair will first recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 26, the Leader of the Op-
position, from Warwick South Central, MP Marc Bean. 
 

QUESTION 1: WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT 
CAPITOL HILL, FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Premier tell this Cham-
ber, was the primary purpose of the trip to Washington 
to attend the National Prayer Breakfast, with the other 
meetings as add-ons? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise Member from 26. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It was just a coincidence that 
the National Prayer Breakfast was occurring at the 
same time that these meetings were arranged? 
 
The Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It was always the intention to get to DC at an 
appropriate time. So we managed to work the sched-
ule so we could accomplish both at the same time. 
Efficiency at work, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 You have a second question? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: A second question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

QUESTION 2: WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT 
CAPITOL HILL, FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, can the Honour-
able Premier tell the Honourable Chamber, what role 
does Mr. Kenneth Levine have in the development of 

these meetings and relationships within the United 
States Government? 
 
The Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The role of Mr. Levine is the same as it was 
under the former Government. He is a consultant in 
DC, and we use his services, and he brings a lot to 
the table. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary, the Member 
from . . . No? All right. 
 Honourable Member, you have a question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary to that, yes? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.  

With the Premier just stating that Mr. Levine’s 
services would be the same as under the Progressive 
Labour Party, my question to the Premier is, If ser-
vices are the same, why has he received an increase 
under the OBA—a substantial one at that? 
 
The Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I will have to 
take a look into that. I am not aware that that is the 
case. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 All right. The Chair will recognise the Member 
from 29, Southampton East. You have a question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

QUESTION 1: WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT 
CAPITOL HILL, FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The question is, Mr. Prem-
ier, in your Statement you said you conducted 12 
meetings on Capitol Hill. Did Mr. Levine attend any of 
those meetings? 
 
The Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Levine attended all the meetings. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Is this a question or a supplementary? 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Is the Premier satisfied that 
the $400,000 we pay Mr. Levine a year is value for 
money, in his opinion? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I am not ex-
actly sure of the remuneration of Mr. Levine. I will look 
into it. But am very satisfied with the service he per-
forms. And if the Opposition is not satisfied, they had 
opportunity when they were the Government to cor-
rect that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 18. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. You have a supplemen-
tary on that? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: A question. 
 
The Speaker: You have a question, yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT 
CAPITOL HILL, FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in his press state-
ment of February 3rd, the Honourable Premier said 
(and I quote), “This will be the Government’s first offi-
cial visit to Washington.” Mr. Speaker, my question is, 
Can the Honourable Premier please advise why it 
took the One Bermuda Alliance 25 months before they 
conducted an official trip to meet lawmakers with our 
largest trading partner? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, we have a 
strong relationship. We have continued to build the 
relationship in the time we have been the Govern-
ment. And the visit to Washington, DC, continues to 
reaffirm that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, the Member from constituency number 
18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, thank you very 
much, and I appreciate the Premier confirming that 
this was their first visit to DC after 25 months. 
 

The Speaker: The question? 
 

QUESTION 2: WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT 
CAPITOL HILL, FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: My second question would be, Mr. 
Speaker, in the third paragraph, or the fourth para-
graph of the Honourable Premier’s Statement, he 
says, “The Honourable Members will no doubt recall 
the strong Bermuda connection,” and he goes on to 
list Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey. 
 Can the Honourable Premier please confirm 
what the strong Bermuda connection with Senator 
Cory Booker of New Jersey is? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Premier, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Senator has been to Bermu-
da on a couple of occasions. And certain Members of 
the Government have stayed in touch with him since 
that time. He has a deep love for Bermuda, and that 
was evidenced by the communications I have contin-
ued to have with him. I hope that is sufficient for the 
Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 MP Burt, are you done? All right. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Member 
from constituency 29. You have your second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: WASHINGTON D.C. MEETINGS AT 
CAPITOL HILL, FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the Honourable Premier’s 
one, two, three, fourth paragraph, he talks about Con-
gressman Butterfield and mentions how he is now the 
Chairman of the important Congressional Black Cau-
cus. The Premier, even though he said he was going 
to attend last year’s Congressional Black Caucus, he 
did not. Now that he realises it is important, will he be 
attending in the future? 
 
The Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I have al-
ways said that it is important. It was an intention to 
consider attending last year, but scheduling did not 
permit it. Obviously, if there is an opportunity this year, 
and there is a lot that plays into that, we would like to 
attend the Congressional Black Caucus. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



668 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
 All right. That is it for the Premier’s first 
Statement. 
 The Premier’s second Statement on Benefi-
cial Ownership Registers for Overseas Territories, the 
Chair will recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 26, Warwick South Central, the Leader 
of the Opposition. You have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP REGIS-
TERS FOR OVERSEAS TERRITORIES 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you again, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a preamble, the Govern-
ment’s approach has been one of defence, indicating 
in statements that we in Bermuda will not comply with 
the OECD [Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development] or G20 directives until or unless 
other countries do the same. 
 My first question is, What is the Government’s 
contingency plan if these other countries actually take 
the lead? Will we then find ourselves in a race to the 
bottom of the lake of tax co-operation? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the question from the Honourable Member, but I disa-
gree with the background. We have not been defen-
sive. The Deputy Premier and the Minister of Finance 
have been very up-front and outspoken at some times 
about this matter, stating where Bermuda is. 
 We are in a strong position. We believe we 
are in a good position. And we are leaders in this field. 
So I do not understand what the Opposition Leader is 
trying to get at. Even the Opposition Leader himself is 
quoted on local media saying that they support the 
Government’s position. 
 We will continue to stay in touch with changes 
in tax laws and what goes on, as we have done for 
many, many years in Bermuda. We have been at the 
cutting edge of transparency and tax reform and regu-
lations. We will continue to do that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 The Member from constituency 26, continue. 
You have another question or a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, this is a sup-
plementary. 
 Mr. Speaker, my first question was not about 
what, it was about why. We are in agreement. We are 
in support of the Government’s stance, as they were 
in support when we were in Government. 
 
The Speaker: Let us have some questions. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker, is, Does the Government see the wisdom in 
having a proactive, positive approach to addressing 
these external threats, based on the application of 
principles such as freedom and privacy and respect 
for private property rights, instead of the approach 
that, up until this point, they said that we will act when 
everybody else acts? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We have been proactive. 
And we will remain proactive at all times. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 You have a second question, Honourable 
Member? Yes, the Member from constituency 26, the 
Leader of the Opposition. 
 

QUESTION 2: BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP REGIS-
TERS FOR OVERSEAS TERRITORIES 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, on page 2, se-
cond paragraph on the bottom, it says (and I quote), 
“In the letter sent earlier this week in following up with 
Mr. Miliband, I set out again that Bermuda is not in the 
same position as other international financial centres. 
In fact, we are leaders in this regard, and that differ-
ence should be recognised.” 
 Mr. Speaker, the Premier made a distinction 
between us and other off-shore or international finan-
cial centres. Are we different in that regard from the 
Caymans, BVI [British Virgin Islands] and other Over-
seas Territories? What distinguishes us? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker, there 
are differences in how various OT’s conduct them-
selves in this area. Bermuda has been very open and 
up-front with what we have done. I do not want to 
comment on what other OT’s have done or will do. 
That is up to them. We will stick to our business. We 
will work with all our partners to make sure that our 
message gets out there and make sure that we con-
tinue to lobby in important areas if there are changes 
enacted. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 All right. Leader of the Opposition? 
 All right. That completes the second State-
ment for the Premier. 
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 The next Statement was from the Honourable 
Minister Crockwell, Minister of Tourism Development 
and Transport. And the Chair will first recognise, 
again, it is the Honourable Member from number 26, 
Warwick South Central. This is the airport operations. 
Yes? 
 
QUESTION 1: DEPARTMENT OF AIRPORT OPER-

ATION AIRSPACE INITIATIVE, UPDATE 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 The bottom paragraph on page 2 of the Hon-
ourable Minister’s Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He says that (it is the second 
sentence, for reference), “For Bermuda to assume 
control of its airspace, we must move from the basic 
air traffic control tower function currently in place to a 
more dynamic operation.” 
 My first question, Mr. Speaker, is, What is this 
more dynamic operation? What does it entail? Does it 
mean that we will shift from a Class D, or terminal air-
space operation? And will we include Class B, C, and 
A in this initiative? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I stated in the Statement, the 
primary goal is to assist and support the Department 
of Airport Operations in its effort to modernise air-
space and enhance air traffic services for Bermuda. 
And the initial focus of this effort is concentrated on 
the proposed establishment of an ATC [air traffic con-
trol] facility with required communication, navigation 
and surveillance located at the airport premises. 
 This facility will have responsibility for instru-
ment flight rules, terminal operations, as well as a 
planned expansion of existing responsibilities for ATM 
[air traffic management] services and facility mainte-
nance. This expanded ATC facility and the associated 
airspace requirements will be called Bermuda Termi-
nal Control Area and will include the responsibility for 
approach control service to be transferred from New 
York to Bermuda. So, right now, the FAA in New York, 
does all of our air service; that will be transferred to 
Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: In terms of the A, B, C, D, 
I am not familiar with that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Leader of the Opposition, you 
have— 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I appreciate the response. 
And for simplification, I used the alphabet in terms of 
airspace. But really, it is approach, terminal and cen-
tre control. 
 You did not indicate in your response— 
 
The Speaker: You should indicate that you are . . . 
your position. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, that is not necessary. I 
am going to simplify it. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Because the Minister gave an 
adequate answer in terms of, you said approach and 
departure control will be shifted from the New York 
centre to Bermuda. 
 Would that also include Class A service, 
which is what they call centre control, which deals with 
en route flights, for instance, going from point A to 
point B? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is part of the long-
term. But this is in three phases. So the initial phase 
will be just controlling our, I think, 50-mile radius. 
Long-term plan is, potentially, to control from point A 
to point B. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair . . . Second question from the 
Leader of the Opposition? Yes? 
 
QUESTION 2: DEPARTMENT OF AIRPORT OPER-

ATION AIRSPACE INITIATIVE, UPDATE 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, what is the estimated cost of this 
initiative to the taxpayer of Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I think it is 
important to put in perspective that the transition of 
approach control services and airspace modernisation 
programmes may take up to 10 years, between 5 to 
10 years to fully implement. And the transition of ap-
proach control services will cost between $30 million 
and $40 million. 
 Based on our evaluation, there is a proposed 
aviation surcharge of $28 per passenger per round 
trip. And based on the 2013 passenger counts, this 
could yield as much as $10 million per year. So we 
are looking at how to increase the revenues to offset 
the cost that this would have long term. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have a supplementary? 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



670 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary, yes, just for 
clarity. This $28 surcharge, is that applied as an air-
port departure tax, or is it an en route or air traffic 
management fee? Can you clarify? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I can get the breakdown. 
I do not know if it is just the departure or combination 
of charges. But, as you know, it will be subsumed in 
the ticket. It is not in place, but looking at this proce-
dure, in order to offset the projected costs, we will 
have to increase some of our fees at the airport. And 
that increase would yield us around $10 million per 
year. 
 So that was based on what it is going to cost 
us and what we need to raise. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Leader of the Opposition, you have a supple-
mentary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes, supplementary. 
 That was a little confusing, but I will proceed 
and not dwell on it. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Is this a supplementary or a second 
question? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, supplementary. Or you 
can make it my second, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Third, third. Actually, it is your third 
question. Third, third question. 
 
QUESTION 3: DEPARTMENT OF AIRPORT OPER-

ATION AIRSPACE INITIATIVE, UPDATE 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: All right. Correct. Sorry. This 
is my third question, Mr. Speaker. 
 Based on the current en route traffic data as 
contained, I would think, by the New York centre, and 
the current fee structure as charged by the FAA, what 
is the estimated revenue anticipated by the Govern-
ment based on the current traffic data that transits our 
airspace? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I believe it is significant, 
but I do not know the exact figure. I can get that for 
the Opposition Leader. And again, that phase would 
be long term, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 All right. You have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, if I can, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Member from constituency number 
18, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in his response, the Minister 
said that he was looking at a $28 per-person fee. That 
fee would be added onto charges for trips to Bermu-
da. Would that then result, I am assuming . . . I would 
just like the Minister to confirm that that would mean 
that travel to Bermuda would become more expen-
sive. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Naturally, yes, Mr. 
Speaker. And these evaluations and studies have 
been going on for some time, even preceding this 
administration, this whole concept, I recall, being in-
troduced by the former Government. And part of that 
evaluation was to ascertain how to offset the cost of 
doing this. And the examination disclosed that we cur-
rently have a lower fee than other jurisdictions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. That is it. The time is up. The time is up now. 
Yes, yes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Member 
from constituency number 3. MP Foggo, you have the 
floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would like 
to give condolences to the family of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Dowling Virgil, a matriarch of St. George’s, who 
passed away not too long ago. Her face was well 
known to many because you would have seen her 
working at Robertson’s Drug Store, where she worked 
for some 30 years or so. And again, I just wanted to 
express condolences to the family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to send out 
condolences to the Darrell family. We lost, I guess you 
can say, a familiar face in St. David’s, one of the stal-
warts of St. David’s, Mr. Jubal Darrell, who died re-
cently. Anyone who knew Jubal saw him walking 
about all throughout St. David’s. And of course, his 
presence will be missed. So, condolences to both the 
Virgil and Darrell families from the east. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Leader of the 
Opposition. MP Marc Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, because we 
have been on a break, everyone will be aware that 
since Christmas, the Island has had numerous road 
fatalities, so many road fatalities that I do not think it 
would be good if we waste . . . well, not waste time, 
just take up all the time naming those persons. So I 
will ask for the Sergeant-at-Arms . . . because it is 
clear all those who have lost their lives in road traffic 
accidents, that the Honourable House send condo-
lences to every road fatality victim’s family. And so, 
instead of naming them one by one, we express our 
profound condolences to each and every one of them. 
 Mr. Speaker, in particular, I would like to offer 
condolences to the family of the late Ms. Barbara 
Johnston, who was a stalwart in the Progressive La-
bour Party. I would like to associate my side, and the 
Minister Pat Gordon-Pamplin. Ms. Johnston is the 
mother of the Managing Director of the 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers Caribbean Region, I be-
lieve, Mr. Darren Johnson. So I think that the whole 
House would like to extend or be associated with it. 
 Lastly, I would like to extend condolences to 
the family, my family, actually, of Ms. Iola Busby, who 
passed away at the ripe old living age of 102, Mr. 
Speaker. And I would like to express condolences to 
her family with my family, still. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 
Community, Culture and Sport. I think I got it right, did 
I, Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: You did, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Community, Culture and Sport, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. Mr. 
Speaker, in that vein, I would like to offer congratula-
tions to Flora Duffy, who once again acquitted herself 
on the world stage in winning the XTERRA Triathlon 
Games in the Philippines, and to associate the whole 
House. I think that the accomplishment is certainly 
one of which we can all be proud, Mr. Speaker, as 
Bermudians. 
 I would also like to congratulate the Bermuda 
National Athletic Association on their management of 
the International Race Weekend, the Front Street 
Mile. And I think the whole House would also perhaps 
wish to be associated with this, Mr. Speaker, because 
they did, again, a stellar job. And I think that, in partic-
ular, to know the numbers of visitors who continue to 

grace our shores in order to make these events suc-
cessful certainly cannot go unnoticed. 
 But in particular, Mr. Speaker, and I will give 
names to the Clerk in terms of the individual category 
winners, which are far too numerous to mention. But I 
would like to point out specifically Ronnie Wong, Mr. 
Speaker. He is a gentleman who had chosen to partic-
ipate in the marathon day, but not just to do the mara-
thon. It was the 40th anniversary of the St. John’s Am-
bulance Brigade, and Mr. Wong decided that he would 
run 40 miles of sponsored miles so that the proceeds 
could be donated to the St. John’s Ambulance Bri-
gade. 
 And it is that degree of benevolence and 
commitment and love for this country, Mr. Speaker, 
that I believe needs to be particularly pointed out and 
recognised. 
 Also, I would like to send congratulations to 
the Bermuda Lawn Tennis Association [BLTA], Mr. 
Speaker, who conducted a wonderful Tennis Fun Day 
at the stadium, at which they had the opportunity to 
bring together Members of the Opposition, members 
of the community, donors and certainly Members of 
the Government. Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned to Mr. 
David Lambert, who was one of the organisers of this 
event, I had one regret. And that was that I did not 
have the opportunity to play against Honourable 
Member De Silva, because I think I may have had the 
opportunity to teach him a lesson or two, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: However, Mr. 
Speaker, I think that the BLTA did a stellar job, and I 
believe that those are the types of events that we 
should  continue in order to show that we can reach 
across, that we have a camaraderie, that we have 
common cause, and that is to get along together for 
the better good of the country. The Honourable Prem-
ier would also like to be associated with those re-
marks, as I am sure would the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. I did not get to play him either, Mr. Speaker, but 
judging from my observations, I wished I did. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 29. You have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like this Honourable 
House to send condolences to the family of the late 
Mr. David Frank Stoneham, who hailed from South-
ampton, Horseshoe Road, and associate Minister 
Wayne Scott as well. He was a cousin of one of my 
employees, Mr. Speaker, and he will be sadly missed. 
 I would also like this House to send condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Brian William Godwin, Mr. 
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Speaker, whom I think you knew. And he, surprisingly, 
passed during our break, Mr. Speaker. And we cer-
tainly would like condolences sent to his family, and in 
particular Reverend [Georgette] Prime-Godwin, whom 
many know, Mr. Speaker. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, while we are on condo-
lences, I would also like to send condolences to 
someone you knew, I think, quite well. Mr. Speaker, 
you certainly know her children and grandchildren. 
And it is Ms. Lucy Corday Grout, who passed this last 
week, Mr. Speaker, and will be funeralised this after-
noon. She is my aunt, Mr. Speaker, and certainly the 
family and I will share some great stories this after-
noon. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst I am on my feet, I would 
also like the House to send congratulations to Mr. 
Mike Jones, from CableVision. He has been promoted 
to Senior Director of Technical Operations and has 
spent . . . I associate Mr. Derrick Burgess, my hon-
ourable colleague, and Pat Gordon-Pamplin. And I 
think the whole House is putting up their hands, Mr. 
Speaker, and would like to congratulate Michael for 
his about 26 years of service. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to end on this 
note. I would like to give congratulations to the BLTA, 
Mr. Speaker, for the event that they hosted that Minis-
ter Pat Gordon-Pamplin spoke about. Ms. Gordon-
Pamplin did say that she regretted not having the 
chance to play me because she would have taught 
me a lesson or two, Mr. Speaker. Not that she would 
have beat me with her talent, but because of maybe 
that outfit she wore, Mr. Speaker, would have taken 
me off my game, as I am sure it took most others off 
their game. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, Mr. Speaker, I would 
have to give you one of those yes-and-no answers 
that I do not think she would have beaten me if she 
would have worn regular tennis-wear. But the outfit 
that she wore certainly had everybody on the rack, 
yes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Deputy Speaker, from constituency number 4. You 
have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 I would like the House to send a letter of con-
dolence to the family of Sylvia Elaine Hampton. She 
was actually a Simons, and she was one of Bermu-
da’s iconic representatives as part of the Miss Bermu-
da [pageant]. She was Miss Bermuda in 1965, and 
she was the first representative from Bermuda to de-
but in the Miss Universe [pageant]. So, she took Ber-

muda onto the international map. While she did not 
win, she certainly represented Bermuda well. So I 
would like a letter of condolences sent to her family. 
She passed away actually on Christmas Day. 
 I would also like the House to send a letter of 
congratulations to a young nine-year-old, Cat Russo. 
Now, I have known Cat since she was yea high to a 
grasshopper. She is not much taller than that now at 
the age of nine years old. But she is already beginning 
to make her mark in the world of art. She was a recip-
ient recently of a recognition by the Bermuda Society 
of Arts for her photography. And I would like to en-
courage young individuals like Cat to continue to see 
Bermuda in a different light than the average eye 
sees. Indeed, that is how she has recognised Bermu-
da. And hopefully, Bermuda will recognise her. 
 Mr. Speaker, it would be remiss, especially 
with the amount of time that I spend in the Town of St. 
George’s, not to also recognise the passing of a St. 
George’s steward, a representative of Bermuda. He 
was a man whom many tourists saw as they took a 
walk about St. George’s and indeed went to visit the 
Deliverance. Jerry passed away, I believe, the earlier 
part of this week, and that was Jerry Weldon, who had 
dedicated his life to representing Bermuda with a 
smile on his face and an open heart. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber in front of me here in constituency 13. You have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like condolences sent to the family of 
our dear colleague, Shadow Health Minister, Mrs. Kim 
Wilson, on the passing recently of her father, Sayeed 
Ramadan, who was an upstanding citizen, entrepre-
neur, social commentator. And I would like to associ-
ate the whole House, a number of whom knew him far 
better than I, a number of whom were present at the 
home-going service at the BIU [Bermuda Industrial 
Union] following the internment at St. John’s Pem-
broke Church. 
 Mr. Ramadan was a social commentator, an 
activist, a father, family man extraordinaire, and had 
such an admirable relationship with his sons-in-law, 
one of whom eulogised him and told of how solid and 
loving he was, particularly in mentoring his grandchil-
dren, which was really moving as it was shared with 
those in attendance. 
 So with that, I would like to have this Honour-
able House, everyone, associated with these remarks 
in conveying condolences to the family of Kim Wilson. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 2 . . . sorry, con-
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stituency number 1. Do not want to put you in second 
place, Honourable Member. 

Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I will accept your apology; not a problem. 

I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences sent out to [the family of] Mr. Jubal Darrell; Ms. 
Weldon, Mr. Jerry Weldon, who was a personal friend 
of my uncle. I knew him quite well. I knew him by the 
name of Uncle Jerry. I was at a bar, not having a 
drink, just talking, when I heard that he had passed. 

What I would like to say at this particular time, 
Mr. Speaker, with pride, I would like to thank and give 
congrats to the People’s Pharmacy on celebrating 30 
years. And I say that, Mr. Speaker, because they are 
specifically from St. George’s, grew up on the back of 
Wellington Hill as my neighbour. And I am so proud of 
that particular family. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

 Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I figured you all 
would. That is why I saved it for late. But, Mr. Speak-
er, I just want to say thank you and associate all those 
Honourable Members with those congrats. Thank you, 
sir. 

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 

Are no other Members going to speak? 
Yes, the Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency number 21, Pembroke 
South East. You have the floor. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Once again, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I certainly wish to associate my-
self, as has already been noted, with the comments 
by my colleague, the Honourable Glenn Blakeney, 
and of course, the comments by Honourable Kenny 
Bascome with respect to the People’s Pharmacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I first would like to start off by 
offering my condolences to the family of David 
Durham [sic]. David Durham recently passed away, a 
cricketer for the Southampton Rangers, untimely . . . 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: My deepest apologies. My 
deepest apology. David Durham is a good friend . . .  

An Hon. Member: He is very much alive! 

The Speaker: Yes, yes, yes. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: . . . who still lives.

[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 

[Pause] 

The Speaker: Start over. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And I appreciate my col-
leagues stepping in and helping me here, saving me 
from a serious embarrassment. 

Just getting back on a more sombre footing, I 
want to offer condolences to the family of Mr. David 
Stoneham. David was a good friend of mine. We both 
began playing cricket . . .  

[Laughter] 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Come on, now. 

An Hon. Member: I think I would take my seat. Quit 
while you are ahead! 

The Speaker: No, no, no. Go ahead, Honourable 
Member. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: David Stoneham was a 
good friend of mine. We played cricket together under 
the tutelage of Mr. Lee Raynor, Southampton Rang-
ers. David played for a time with the senior team as 
well, unlike myself. And I knew him because I lived up 
in that area on Camp Road, and David was more on 
the Camp Hill side area of that neighbourhood. And I 
always found him a very personable and decent and 
humble man. And his death was untimely, and my 
condolences go out to his family. 

Mr. Speaker, just moving now to another area 
here, I want to offer a belated commendation to the 
Parks Department. At a time when, you know, in some 
segments of society, government employees are not 
viewed too favourably (albeit, I think by a small minori-
ty, because most people appreciate the job they do), 
the Parks Department performed a yeoman’s service, 
in the aftermath of those two storms (and I say this is 
belated, but deserved), [in bringing] the Railway Trail 
back on line. 

The Railway Trail is a great resource for Ber-
muda. It provides a good area on which people can 
jog and run and even stroll. And in the aftermath of 
those storms, many parts of that trail, particularly the 
area that I frequent between Paget and Camp Hill, 
were blocked off. Serious debris littered most of those 
areas there. They came and did an excellent job. I 
would just say that it is even better now than it was 
before the storm. So I want to just commend them. 
We know in the immediate aftermath of those storms, 
it was not a priority. But they got to it. And again, I 
want to thank them for the job that they did. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 

Member from (let me get the constituency correct 
here) constituency number 14, Devonshire North 
West. 
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Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you, and good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Good afternoon. 

Mr. Glen Smith: I would like to send condolences to 
the family of the late Mr. Donald Lines, who recently 
passed away just before Christmas. I would like to 
associate the Honourable Dr. Gibbons; Shawn 
Crockwell, Honourable Member; and the Premier; and 
the Honourable Wayne Furbert . . . the whole House. 
As you probably recall, Donald Lines was the former 
President and CEO of the Bank of Bermuda, and he 
was one of the major architects of the Bermuda econ-
omy that we have today. 

He also represented Bermuda on forming the 
tax treaty that was signed many years ago with Sir 
John Swan, and he was also instrumental in being 
part of the backdrop of international business that we 
also know of today. 

I was privileged to personally know him 
throughout childhood. In actual fact, he was my men-
tor. And many times I had been given the belt by him, 
too; I knew him that well. 

[Laughter] 

Mr. Glen Smith: But the main thing that he always 
emphasised for me, which has left me in good stead 
in moving forward, is just to always think about the 
people first and be able to give back to your communi-
ty. 

One of the things that I would like to say about 
Mr. Lines that does not get recognised that we still 
have today, if I can, if I can just read something out of 
the Royal Gazette. He had the vision to create the 
Bank of Bermuda Centennial Trust in 1980, with sub-
sequent announcements in 1989 that this trust would 
be used to underwrite major community projects at 
educational, artistic, social, medical or charitable na-
ture considered of value to the community. Now rec-
ognised as the Bank of Bermuda Foundation, his leg-
acy continues to give back to the community. And that 
continues today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, constituency number 6. 
You have the floor. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like for this House to 

send a condolence to the family of the late Michael 
King. I will [associate] the whole House, Mr. Speaker, 
in regard to Michael King.  

Michael King came from a well-known family, 
the King family. He was clearly a businessperson in 

his own right. And of course, he served in the Senate 
for the United Bermuda Party over the years. 

I have had a close association with Michael 
over a long period of time, particularly I worked with 
him on his campaign. And now I am his representative 
in Hamilton Parish. So, he has done a tremendous job 
serving the country, and I hope that his family . . . I 
wish them well. 

Particularly, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
send congratulations to, I think they are called the 
founders of the Railway Trail. I am talking particularly 
about the development . . . Yes, it comes from the 
Olympian, Tucker Murphy, and his father Mike Mur-
phy. These individuals have done a tremendous job. 
Again, the whole House [is associated] in regard to 
this particular item. He has done a tremendous job in 
developing and connecting the railway trails between 
Coney Island and Crawl Hill down by the Esso Crawl 
[Hill] gas station. And if anyone has not walked that 
trail, I would encourage them to walk that trail. 

The Speaker: Great walk, great walk. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Now, you will have to get 
immigration approval from myself and— 

The Speaker: From the Speaker. And from the 
Speaker. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And the Speaker, the three 
of us, Mr. Speaker. We can agree on that one. And all 
funds are donated, of course, to help the Government 
pay for its taxes. But, no, that is a tremendous job. 

And let me just say also, I would like to also 
send congratulations to the former Minister of Works 
and Engineering, the Honourable Michael Weeks, 
who saw the wisdom in approving such a project. I am 
hoping that the current Minister will get on board—and 
I am sure he will—and allow them to do other projects 
that draws this country [together].  

If you can imagine the experience that people 
now walk through from—and it is a full two-mile walk 
from Crawl gas station down to Coney Island and two 
miles back. And the amount of traffic that is now going 
across my old home where my parents stayed is tre-
mendous. People are enjoying the jogging, the walk-
ing. There are dogs all out. And it is definitely a way to 
meet individuals from outside of our parents. 

If only the Honourable Member Cole Simons 
would keep his horses off that trail, because you know 
what he does to it, it would be a great help. But it is a 
tremendous job. I know some people within the con-
stituencies, particularly near Coney Island, are now 
tearing down the first bridge. There was concern 
about people crossing over their property. But, Mr. 
Speaker, again I would like to send congratulations to 
the Murphy family. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
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 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Tourism. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences to [the family of] Mr. Sayeed 
Ramadan, the father of the Honourable and Learned 
Member. Whenever I would see him, Mr. Speaker 
(and I had not seen him in a while), he would always 
stop, and we would have a conversation. He always 
had his finger on the pulse of what was going on and 
certainly had an opinion. So I would like to offer my 
condolences as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a positive note, I would like 
the House to send a letter of congratulations to the 
Bermuda Festival of the Performing Arts, in particular 
to recognise the Chairman, Mr. Ian Davidson; the Ar-
tistic Director, Karen Pollard; the General Manager, 
Christine Barnes; and board members, volunteers and 
performers. Obviously, I did not have an opportunity to 
go to all of the performances, Mr. Speaker, but I did 
go to a few. And certainly, I enjoyed the performance 
of the renowned cellist, Mr. Speaker. And I just 
thought that they did a fantastic job. What I have 
heard from colleagues who also went was that it was 
well done. And so I think they need to be recognised 
for the hard work that they do. It must take an extraor-
dinary amount of work. And to have someone like Yo-
Yo Ma come to Bermuda was really an extraordinary 
feat. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like a letter of con-
gratulations to go to Martha Dismont, who was 
awarded the Community Service Award this year by 
CableVision. We associate the whole House, Mr. 
Speaker. We all know that Ms. Dismont started the 
Family Centre back in 1996. At the time, she was a 
single mother, and she did this on her own. We know 
that that organisation has evolved into a very im-
portant and effective organisation in Bermuda. It has 
become a cornerstone. And she has also been a tire-
less advocate for our young people and for social is-
sues that impact families and children. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like letters of 
congratulations to go to Dr. Melvyn Bassett and Ms. 
Arlene Brock. They were both recently inducted as 
Fellows of the Bermuda College. I associate the 
House again. Again, two well-known individuals. Dr. 
Bassett, of course, the former Principal of Sandys 
Secondary School, and certainly a stalwart of the 
Somerset area; and Ms. Arlene Brock we know was 
our first Ombudsman. So, congratulations to them. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton East, constituency number 5. 
You have the floor. 
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like for this House to 
send condolences to the family of the late Greta An-
nette Furbert, the wife of former Senator Francis 
Furbert. Mr. Speaker, Ms. Furbert was a very active 
member of Bethel AME Church, and I think she is 
originally from the West End. So, Mr. Speaker, I know 
she will be sorely missed by family and everyone else. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Education. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to have condolences 
sent to the family of Mr. Dudley Simons. And I would 
like to associate the House—I see too many hands 
going up. I grew up just right down the street from Mr. 
Simons and, of course, know his children well. We all 
grew up together. And he was one of those men who 
was well respected in his community, and all the kids 
knew him well and respected him. And if we did not, 
he would let us know about it. So he will be sadly 
missed. 
 And I would also like condolences to be sent 
to the family of Ms. Pat Railton, her sons David and 
Robert. I would like to associate MP’s Smith and Sou-
sa, as well as Minister Atherden. Of course, she was a 
constituent of mine, and I am sure she will be sadly 
missed by her remaining children. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency number 36, 
Sandys North. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I know the House has associat-
ed itself with the condolences on behalf of my friend 
and colleague, the Shadow Minister of Health, on the 
passing of her dad. And I know, as my colleague and 
friend, Ms. Wilson continues to deal with the sadness 
of loss of her father, along with her twin sister and cer-
tainly all of the children of both Kay and Kim, I would 
like her to know that we continue to hold her up in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
 Mr. Speaker, another great sportsman was 
lost over the break, and I would like the House to send 
condolences to the family of Mr. Tony Philpott, to his 
wife Frances and all of the children. All of the Somer-
set people want to be associated with this. But I think 
the entire House would like to be associated with this. 
I hear my friend, Mr. Lister, seeking to be associated 
with this offer of condolences. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I have the church bulletin here, 
and it shows where he has made his mark, both as a 
young man in sports— 
 
The Speaker: He was a Trojan. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: He was a mentor, I am sure, 
to yourself and many of the men who followed in the 
Trojan teams in successive years. But to his family, 
Frances, and all of the children and grandchildren, we 
offer our condolences. 
 I also wish to be associated with the condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Michael King, to his wife, 
Vivienne, and to the King family. My honourable and 
learned friend, Ms. Kim Wilson, would like to be asso-
ciated with the association of condolences to the fami-
ly of Michael King.  
 
Some Hon. Members: The whole House. Do the 
whole House. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I think the whole House was 
done. But I am associating the whole House on the 
passing of, to the family of Michael King. 
 I would like to, finally, ask the House to offer 
its condolences to the family of a well-known busi-
nessman and yachtsman, but mostly he is known for 
his business acumen, Mr. Warren Brown, who 
passed—to his children Burrell and Warren. Yes, I 
hear the Government Whip, Mr. Cole Simons, wishes 
to be associated; Mr. Glen Smith; Mr. Sousa; and the 
Minister of Health, Mrs. Atherden. So, condolences to 
the family of the well-known businessman, Warren 
Brown. 
 Mr. Speaker, I learned whilst I was attending 
the services for Mr. Brown that a dear friend of mine 
also had passed, and I did not see much of it in the 
papers. But this is Chips Outerbridge. We spent some 
time together in our early days. We worked together. 
But to the family of Mr. Chips Outerbridge, I would ask 
that condolences be sent. I would like the House to be 
associated; there are a number of hands going up. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Warwick West. He has been trying for a 
long time. You have the floor. Constituency number 
28. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker, and to 
those in the listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, I certainly would like to be asso-
ciated with the condolences for Mr. Dudley Simons, 
who was one of my constituents. He was certainly a 
very colourful character, and I really did enjoy my nu-
merous conversations with him in the constituency. 
He was very well known in the area. He was a taxi 
driver, obviously knew my grandfather and my father. 

And so I do want to be associated with those condo-
lences. 
 I also would like to send condolences this 
morning to the family of Mr. Joseph “Smitty” Smith, 
who passed away just recently. Everybody knew him 
as “Smitty.” He was very well known with the Lions 
Club for lots of things he did with them. He leaves be-
hind his son, Gary, his daughter-in-law, Jane. And of 
course, they have his grandchildren, Roger, Trevor 
and Sabrina. And I have known Smitty all of his life, so 
I do send condolences to the family. 
 On a happier note, I would like to send con-
gratulations to Kirista Rabain, who is daughter of Juan 
Rabain and granddaughter of Frankie Rabain. Kirista 
just recently won the FEI World Jumping Challenge, 
participating here in Bermuda. But this was in a region 
that also included Barbados, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, the Cayman Islands and Jamaica. So this was 
quite a major achievement that Kirista achieved. And I 
have known this young lady for many years, since she 
was a little girl. And she has really risen up in the 
horse-jumping sport, as well as she also does harness 
racing. So I would certainly like to send congratula-
tions to her. And I would like to associate MP Cole 
Simons with those comments. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 33, Sandys South. You 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I would like to send condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Harry Hunt, an outstanding 
athlete from the Sandys community. And a number of 
Members would like to be associated with that, includ-
ing the Honourable Member, Mr. Dennis Lister, and 
the Honourable Member, Mrs. Pat Gordon-Pamplin. I 
am made to understand that Mr. Hunt was of such a 
gifted athletic ability that he once was able to actually 
be considered for a baseball team in the United States 
and participated in try-outs. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: It was the Yankees! 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: It was the Yankees, I am 
told now by the Honourable Member, Mr. Dennis Lis-
ter. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Three! Okay.  
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But to a lot of the young people in the Somer-
set Bridge area, he was known as Uncle Harry be-
cause of his commitment to the youth and wanting to 
be involved in improving the lives of youth. And so, he 
will definitely be a miss from the community. And we 
send condolences to the family. 
 Mr. Speaker, a young man Bermuda was very 
unfortunate to lose over the Christmas holiday, Mr. 
Stephen Edwards . . . a young man, 19 years old, a 
scholar studying at the University of Sussex, a rugby 
player, all-arounder. The Honourable Member from 
Somerset, and particularly the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Dennis Lister, would like to be associated with 
these condolences, and Minister Atherden. This is a 
loss for our community and a loss for our Island. Any-
time a young person is lost, particularly as sudden 
and tragic as this, the family feels the loss of potential, 
but the country has lost something great as well. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send 
condolences to the family of Mr. Albert George 
“Moose” Franks. Mr. Speaker, he has a huge family in 
the Somerset area. But I will always remember Mr. 
Franks because of an incident that occurred in my 
youth. Now, as most of us know, when you were 
growing an adult was always Mr. So-and-so or maybe 
Uncle So-and-so. But I was once with my grandmoth-
er, and she saw Mr. Franks, and she always referred 
to him as Moose. So, me being attentive, I referred to 
him as Moose. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: What a mistake. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: What a mistake!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: So, you know, my grand-
mother, who specialised in the silent pinch and the 
solid licks, corrected me quickly. And from then on, 
that was Mr. Franks in my mouth. So I bore him no ill 
will, and he certainly bore no ill will because he had a 
good laugh out of the experience. The Honourable 
Member, Mr. Rolfe Commissiong, would like to be 
associated as well. And with that, I take my seat, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Economic Development. You have the 
floor, Dr. Gibbons. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the congratulations to Mike Murphy and his son, 
Tucker Murphy, on the extraordinary amount of work 

that they have put into the Railway Trail extension. 
People probably do not realise it, but he has been 
working on this for a couple of years now, with his 
son. They actually had to go out, research what bridg-
es would work across the railway pylons there. They 
had tremendous cooperation from engineers in Public 
Works to make sure the pylons were still in reasona-
bly good shape. The Parks Department was also very 
helpful in terms of working with them on the aspects of 
the Railway Trail. 
 Mr. Murphy raised over three-quarters of a 
million dollars from, I think, about four reinsurance 
companies. (I do not remember what they are, off the 
top of my head, so I am not going to take a guess and 
miss one out.) It is really quite a wonderful thing, and 
we have already heard Members talk about the ability 
of people, residents, to walk on them. It is certainly an 
advantage for tourism as well. We have always talked 
about the “emerald necklace” in terms of connecting 
up the Railway Trail. And I gather the next one is go-
ing to be Store Hill.  
  But I think it is important to recognise the 
amount of completely pro bono work that Mr. Murphy 
(Mike Murphy) and his son put into this, and, of 
course, the help from the international business sec-
tor, as well as Parks, and Works and Engineering to 
make this happen. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
like to be associated with the condolences to the fami-
ly of Warren Brown. As many people have said, a re-
nowned sailor, businessperson, but certainly some-
body who did his best to promote Bermuda over the 
years, was very active in the community and someone 
whom not only the family, but the rest of us will miss 
as well. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be asso-
ciated with the condolences to the family of Chips 
Outerbridge. It is a little worrying. I went to school with 
Chips Outerbridge. He worked for many years at Co-
nyers Dill & Pearman and certainly passed before his 
time, as they say. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 There are no other Members who care to 
speak. That brings the end to the congratulatory and 
obituary speeches. 
 We only have a few minutes. Maybe we 
should just take lunch now, Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I move 
that we rise for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier. The House is now [suspended] until 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:28 pm 
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Proceedings resumed at 2:01 pm 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Members, just before lunch we con-
cluded the Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are no notices of motions. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
  
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honoura-
ble Minister of Health and Seniors. Minister Atherden. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: And Environment, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, and Environment. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: I am cutting you short, Minister. 
 

FIRST READING 
 
PROTECTION OF BIRDS AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing the following Bill for its first reading so that it 
may be placed on the Order Paper for the next day of 
meeting: The Protection of Birds Amendment Act 
2015. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 Thank you, Minister. The matter will be placed 
on the Order Paper. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We now move to the Orders of the 
Day. And I will first recognise the Honourable Minister 
of Finance, Minister Bob Richards. 

 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now re-
sume in Committee for the consideration of the Bill, 
the Insurance Amendment Act 2014, that we now re-
sume in Committee for further consideration of the Bill 
that I just mentioned and so that we can continue 
when we rose and reported progress. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, absolutely. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 Then the House will ask that the Deputy 
Speaker please take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 

House in Committee at 2:03 pm 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

INSURANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2014 
[INSURANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2015] 

 
[Resumption of Committee thereon] 

 
The Chairman: Thank you, Members. We resume in 
the Committee, after rising to report [progress], to fur-
ther discuss the Insurance Amendment Act 2014. 
 Before I call on the Minister to proceed we will 
be reminded that the Government has agreed to all 
references to “57” to be deleted, so we proceed with 
the only open—so that would be under the original 
Bill—[clause] 9, which amends section 57—[clause] 9 
is to be deleted and [section] 12 is to be deleted. The 
only issue remaining left is the Commencement. And 
Minister, I call on you to proceed, please. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 As you have said, our position is that all 
amendments made last sitting on this have been ac-
cepted. 
 
The Chairman: They have been accepted. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The only issue now is 
that we are in the new year and so we need to change 
the actual date of the Bill and the Commencement 
date of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: Correct. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So I would just like to 
make these amendments right here. 
 
The Chairman: Does everyone have a copy of the 
amendments? 
 Okay. 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I did send them. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: Proceed. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 13 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. 
 The amendment [to Insurance Amendment 
Bill 2014] is as follows: By deleting [clause] 12 [sic] 
and substituting the following—“13. The provisions of 
section 2 shall come into operation on 31 December 
2015.” That is the first one. 
 

AMENDMENT TO TITLE 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The second one is by 
deleting the title of the Bill and substituting the follow-
ing: “Insurance Amendment Act 2015.” 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Point of clarification. 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Minister, did you mean “by 
deleting [clause] 13” because you said “12”? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Excuse me, [clause] 12. 
 
The Chairman: Twelve had already been deleted and 
yes, you are absolutely right. 
 Thank you, for that clarification. 
 Thirteen. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thirteen, yes, sorry. 
 
The Chairman: We will be deleting [clause] 13 and 
substituting the following. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I look at something and 
say something different. Sorry about that. 
 Yes, so those are the two amendments I am 
proposing, basically to change the date when the Act 
comes into force and also the name because of the 
passage of time since we discussed it last time. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to that revision? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency number . . . 

 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thirty-five. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, [constituency] 35, from 
Sandys North Central, the other end of the Island— 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Best part of the Island.— 
 
The Chairman: —the Honourable Dennis P. Lister. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Let’s get it right. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Chairman: I did not say that. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: I was just assisting you there, 
Madam Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, as the Minister said, I am 
standing in for the Shadow Minister at the moment. 
But as the Minister said whilst he was on his feet, we 
have all agreed to the amendment we have here be-
fore us and the adjustment now comes just to clarify 
the date and rectify the fact that we are now in 2015 
instead of 2014. 
 So with that, we are in agreement. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So, Madam Chairman, I 
move those two amendments. 
 
The Chairman: You move the clause. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, I move clause 13— 
 
The Chairman: As amended. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —and the title as amend-
ed. 
 
The Chairman: And the title as amended. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections to that motion. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 13, and the Title, as amended, 
passed.] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I now would like to move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
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 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I would now move that 
the Bill be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House with the amendment. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The Insurance Amendment Act 2015, 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and passed as amended in clause 13 and the Title.] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
[Pause] 
 

House resumed at 2:08 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

INSURANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, the second 
reading of the Insurance Amendment Act 2015 has 
been approved. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. 
 We will now move to . . . Order No. 2 has 
been carried over. 

Order No. 3 is carried over. 
We move now to Order No. 4 in the name of 

the Honourable Minister of Finance. So the Chair will 
recognise the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister of Finance, you have the floor. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Order No. 4? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Order No. 4. Sorry, Mr. 
Speaker, I was— 
 
The Speaker: Order No. 4 is the— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I took my eye off the ball 
there. 

 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

DRAFT REGULATIONS 
 
GOVERNMENT FEES AMENDMENT (NO. 4) REG-

ULATIONS 2014 
[GOVERNMENT FEES REGULATIONS 2015] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Order No. 4. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that consideration be 
given to the Draft Regulations entitled the Govern-
ment Fees Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2014, 
proposed to be made by myself, the Minister of Fi-
nance, under the provision of section 2 of the Gov-
ernment Fees Act 1965. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Are there any objections to that? 
 Carry on, Minister. I think we need to . . . yes, 
carry on. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Just a moment, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: If you can move that the Bill be 
changed to Government Fees Regulations 2015. 
 

AMENDMENT TO TITLE 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, I move that the date 
be changed to 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Right. So the Minister has moved that 
we substitute 2014 with 2015. So it is now the Gov-
ernment Fees Regulations 2015. 
 Any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 Minister? 
 
[Motion carried: The Government Fees Amendment 
(No.4) Regulations 2014 amended to Government 
Fees Regulations 2015.] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment Fees Regulations 2015 supports the new 
work permit policies recently outlined by the Depart-
ment of Immigration and the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
These new policies will come into force on March 1, 
2015, and require the introduction of new categories 
of work permit fees in the Government Fees Regula-
tions 1976, hereinafter referred to as “the regulations.” 
 Mr. Speaker, the work permit policies imple-
mented on April 1, 2013, were a revision of the poli-
cies dating back to April 1, 2001. And in June of 2013 
revisions to the 2013 policies resumed under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Richard Winchell in consultation 
with representatives from the Bermuda Human Re-
sources Association, the Bermuda Employers Council, 
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the Bermuda Chamber of Commerce, the Bermuda 
Trade Union Congress, the Association of Bermuda 
International Companies to the Association of Bermu-
da Insurers and Reinsurers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the following amendments to the 
Schedule in the Government Fees Regulations 1976 
are proposed under Head 6, Bermuda Immigration 
and Protection Act 1956: 
 Head 6, [paragraph] 5(a)(iv) “temporary per-
mit” is to be renamed “short term permit.” Short term 
permits are issued for three, four, five or six months. 
The three-month permit will be $585. The four-month 
permit will be $685. The five-month permit will be 
$785. And the six-month permit will be $885. 
 It should be noted that the short term work 
permits may be applied for on an expedited basis. An 
additional fee of $500 will be levied for expedited short 
term work permit requests. The additional fee will be 
capped at $2,500 provided the applications are made 
at the same time by one company. For example, if 10 
expedited work permits are requested the additional 
fee will be $2,500; if five expedited permits are re-
quested the additional fee will also be $2,500; if four 
expedited permits are requested the additional fee will 
be $2,000. 
 Head 6, [paragraph] 5(a)(vi) will now read 
“$100 up to a maximum per group of $500.”  
 Head 6, [paragraphs] 5(a)(vii) to (xi) should 
read: (vii), “one year standard or periodic work permit, 
$840”; (viii) “two year standard or periodic work per-
mit, $2,100”; (ix) “three year standard or periodic work 
permit, $3,150”; (x) “four year standard or periodic 
work permit for $4,200”; (xi) “five year standard or pe-
riodic work permit for $5,408.” 

[Paragraph] 5(a)(xii) is deleted with subse-
quent numbering changes. 
 Head 6 [paragraph] (7) in subsection (a) and 
(b) (xi) will be changed to . . . sorry, (xii) will be 
changed to (xi). 
 Head 6 [paragraph] (7)(c). This clause will be 
deleted as there shall be no refunds provided in this 
instance. This will reduce the administrative burden on 
the Department of Immigration as well as encourage 
the applicants to apply for the correct permit from the 
outset. 
 Head 6 [paragraph] (21). This will be replaced 
by a new class of permit to be entitled the “global work 
permit” for terms of one, two, three, four and five 
years. The one-year global work permit fee is $1,625. 
The two-year global work permit will be $2,885. The 
three-year global work permit will be $3,935. The four-
year global work permit will be $4,985. The five-year 
global work permit will be $6,193. 
 Head 6 [paragraph] (22) Permission-in-
principle will be replaced with “Advertisement exten-
sion.” Note these fees remain at $250. 
 Head 6 [paragraph] (22A). A new class of 
work permit will be entitled “new business work per-
mit” for terms of one, two, three, four and five years 

will be inserted. A one-year new business work permit 
will be $1,625. A two-year new business work permit 
will be $2,885. A three-year new business work permit 
will be $3,935. A four-year new business work permit 
will be $4,985. And a five-year new business work 
permit will be $6,193. 
 Note: The global work permit and the new 
business work permit shall be the same as the stand-
ard periodic work permit plus an additional $785 for 
each level. This $785 represents the former service 
fee for special category work permits. 
 In Head 6 [paragraph] (22AB) a new class of 
permit entitled the “global entrepreneur work permit” 
will be inserted. This new category shall have a term 
of one year only and shall have a fee of $1,625 which 
comprises of $840 plus the $785 taken from the for-
mer service fee for special category work permits. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is envisioned that the new fees 
mentioned above will generate additional revenue to 
the Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, just an overview of the Govern-
ment Fee Amendment Regulations 2015: The fees 
that I have mentioned earlier are for the enhancement 
of the extra costs for the Department of Immigration in 
view of the new structure that we put in to encourage 
international business.  
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, sorry for 
that delay. So the clauses that I would like to move 
here are: 

Clause 1 cites the title of the Regulation which 
is the standard opening clause which gives the title to 
the Regulation. 

Clause 2 amends Head 6 of the Schedule in 
the Government Fees Regulations 1976 by introduc-
ing the new categories of work permits along with the 
associated new permit fees that I just outlined. 

 
AMENDMENT TO TITLE 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment Fees Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2014 
should be amended in the title by deleting the words 
“Government Fees Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 
2014” and substituting the “Government Fees 
Amendment Regulations 2015.” 

That is all I have, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 Are there any other Members who would care 
to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Member from constituency 36 Sandys North. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Sir, on behalf of the Shadow spokesman for 
Finance we indicate to the House that the Opposition 
has no objection to these amendments that will bring 
new fees to the Schedules relating to work permits as 
read by the Minister of Finance. 

We thank you, sir. 

The Speaker: All right. Any other Honourable Mem-
bers that care to speak? 

Honourable Minister Richards, there are no 
other Members speaking. 

[Crosstalk] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Sorry about that, Mr. 
Speaker, I was otherwise distracted. 

The Speaker: It seems so. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am not sure what the 
Honourable Member said . . . I know that I am— 

An Hon. Member: Proceed. 

The Speaker: Just proceed. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. We should 
proceed? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yeah, well, I got distract-
ed. 

I thought that . . . 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Okay. 
There is no objection to this, Mr. Speaker? 

The Speaker: No, there were not any objections. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I then . . . wow! That has 
really caught me by surprise! 

[Laughter] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: My God! In that case, Mr. 
Speaker, we will move to have these Regulations ap-
proved and a message sent to His Excellency the 
Governor from this Honourable House to that effect. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Are there any objections to that? 
There are none so the message will be sent to 

His Excellency the Governor. 

[Motion carried: The Government Fees Regulations 
2015 were considered by the House and approved ] 

The Speaker: We now move to Order No. 5, which is 
the Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2014 and 
the Chair will recognise the Junior Minister Sylvan 
Richards. 

You have the floor. 

BILL 

SECOND READING 

MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, which 
has been recommended by the Governor, be now 
read the second time and committed. 

The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
There are other . . . sorry. Carry on with your 

brief, yes. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Mr. Speaker— 

The Speaker: I am sorry. I was thinking that this was 
something that was brought back. Carry on. 

[Crosstalk] 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
Mr. Speaker and other Honourable Members 

of the House— 

The Speaker: Just a minute. Honourable Members, if 
I can . . . if you are having meetings—other meetings 
in this House—then I do not need to hear them. I do 
not mind you having your little talks, but please keep it 
so that I do not hear them. 

Yes, carry on Honourable Member. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce the Bill entitled Municipalities 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 on behalf of the sub-
stantive Minister of Home Affairs, Senator the Hon-
ourable Michael Fahy, JP.  

The Bill seeks to amend the Municipalities Act 
1923 to make further provision regarding the ordinary 
municipal election scheduled for May 2015 and for 
any other municipal election to be held thereafter. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Honourable Premier indi-
cated when presenting the 2013 legislative changes, 
this Government supported eradication of an electoral 
system that denied the residents their fundamental 
right to vote. It was to that end that we supported re-
forms brought in by the former Government in 2010 to 
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expand the right to vote to all residents of the munici-
palities. However, this Government also took the view 
that business ratepayers should have the right to rep-
resentation of their interests, and the appropriate 
amendments to the Municipalities Act 1923 were 
made in the Municipalities Amendment Act 2013. 
 The amendments contained within this Bill will 
complement those amendments. Many of the changes 
made by the 2013 Amendment Act will be brought into 
effect with this Bill’s passage.  
 This Bill also contains a number of technical 
amendments aimed at improving the administration of 
municipal elections due to be held in May— 
 
The Speaker: Use your [microphone], Honourable 
Member. Get a little closer to your [microphone]. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —in May of this year. 
 Despite the technical nature of the Bill before 
this Honourable House today, Mr. Speaker, there are 
three main innovations worth highlighting. 
 First, the administration of municipal elections 
will be the responsibility of the Parliamentary Registrar 
and not the secretaries of the corporations. This is an 
approach consistent with international best practices 
as various electoral commissions throughout the 
Commonwealth world are responsible for local and 
parliamentary elections in their jurisdictions. A Parlia-
mentary Registrar will, therefore, assume responsibil-
ity for compiling and maintaining both the municipal 
residents’ and business ratepayers’ registers of vot-
ers. In addition, she will assume responsibility for ap-
pointing polling days for municipal elections and de-
termining electoral time tables. 
 The Bill provides the registration process for 
business ratepayers. Municipal residents already 
listed on the Parliamentary Register as ordinarily resi-
dent in the municipal areas will automatically be in-
cluded in the municipal residents’ registers. 
 The second key innovation, Mr. Speaker, is 
provision in respect of allocating council seats as be-
tween residents and business ratepayers. The 2013 
Amendment Act anticipated a hybrid form of propor-
tional representation providing for an inclusive yet 
balanced approach to be introduced by regulations. 
The Government has instead opted to include this 
allocation process directly into primary legislation by 
way of the present Bill.  
 The proposed section 18A sets out the formu-
la for allocating the eight councillor seats as between 
residents and business ratepayers. Upon the finalisa-
tion of the voters register, the proportion of resident 
voters to ratepayer voters will be calculated by the 
Parliamentary Registrar in accordance with the Act. 
Using this proportion, the eight councillor seats will be 
allocated to represent ratepayers and residents in 
proportions to correspond roughly to their respective 
populations in each municipality. However, irrespec-
tive of the proportions, residents and business rate-

payers will be guaranteed a minimum of two council-
lors to represent them. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, the Bill will apply the 
procedure and place in respect of parliamentary elec-
tions to all municipal elections with necessary modifi-
cations. The Act, once passed, will authorise the Min-
ister to make the scheduled Municipalities (Election) 
Order 2015 which will apply the provisions of the Par-
liamentary Election Act 1978 to municipal elections 
with the modifications that are set out in the Order. 
The 2015 Order will replace the Municipalities (Elec-
tion) Order 2011 (the 2011 Order) because it is now 
necessary to make different provisions for a business 
ratepayers’ election, a municipal residents’ election 
and a mayoral election. As the Bill makes clear, these 
new provisions will not apply in respect of any munici-
pal election which is held before the ordinary ones in 
May 2015. 
 The Municipalities Act 1923, as it currently is, 
and the 2011 Order will continue to have effect in re-
spect of any municipal election that may be held be-
fore the ordinary municipal election in May 2015. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And now I invite the 
participation of honourable colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke South East, constituency 21, 
and the Shadow Minister of Human Affairs, MP Rolfe 
Commissiong. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, thank you for 
acknowledging me here today. 
 Mr. Speaker, we are here to consider the Bill 
laid before this House entitled the Municipalities 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2014. 
 Mr. Speaker, it may be instructive if I continue 
by laying before this House (and those who may be 
listening) the comments by the now-Premier, the 
Honourable Michael Dunkley, by way of the Official 
Hansard Report when we were debating the Munici-
palities Amendment Act 2013: 
 “The Bill before this Honourable House today 
represents a continuation of the movement towards 
good governance. This Government remains fully 
supportive of reforms that righted a wrong that denied 
municipal residents of their right to vote in municipal 
elections. As a result today, all adult citizens who live 
in one of Bermuda’s two municipalities are eligible to 
vote.” [Official Hansard Report, 2 October 2013, p. 
2380] 
 Mr. Speaker, the now-Premier made the claim 
that this was an example of good governance and that 
he was fully in support of the reforms that were im-
plemented by the Progressive Labour Party Govern-
ment, which preceded his own. But yet the subse-
quent movements on the part of this Government 
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have only resulted in the diminution of the vote now 
held by the residents, particularly in Hamilton in the 
north of Hamilton, the marginalisation of that vote and 
the partial disenfranchisement, again, of that under-
served community. 
 Mr. Speaker, we can take no comfort by the 
words of the Premier in this regard. Moreover, howev-
er, he then added in the same Hansard Report that 
we have here that (and I quote), “as I spoke earlier 
about this Government’s support of the eradication of 
an electoral system that denied the residents their 
fundamental right to vote, this Government rejects the 
notion that such a right should be exclusively reserved 
for landowners or those with other commercial inter-
ests in land. However,” (he continues) “I also spoke 
earlier about this Government’s support for inclusive-
ness. This Government believes that there is, in this 
instance, a rationale for extending the franchise to 
include the ratepayer.” Which is now more commonly 
referred to as the “business ratepayer,” Mr. Speaker. 
 The Premier added, “Ratepayers are entities 
that are liable to pay rate for services and should have 
the right to representation of their interests. We are 
speaking about local businesses, Mr. Speaker, busi-
nesses that are intrinsically tied to Bermuda. Many are 
owned and operated by Bermudians who have a 
vested interest in our cities, recognising that our cities 
are the centre of Bermuda’s economic, social, cultural, 
and recreational activities.” [Ibid. p. 2381] 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, we expressed it then and 
we express now our opposition to, as I mentioned ear-
lier, the diminution of the franchise that was democrat-
ically extended to the residents of not only Hamilton 
but also in St. George’s. This is anathema not only to 
good governance, in my view, but also anathema to 
our hard-fought and hard-developed democratic val-
ues that have made Bermuda what it is. 
 Often, Mr. Speaker, we believe that we are 
here only to serve the interests of our core constitu-
ents and those constituencies that support a particular 
party. Certainly, in my view, one need look no further 
than this legislation to understand that the Govern-
ment is determined to ensure that only the business 
ratepayers will have the dominant voice within this 
reform franchise. Because if you look at the mathe-
matical formula, particularly as it relates to the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton, one can only hazard to guess that 
they, again, will be the dominant element and domi-
nant force within the corporation. 
 You see, we are often called by way of politi-
cal parties to make decisions on behalf of those con-
stituencies that support us. But, Mr. Speaker, there 
are those times where we must resist that urge, where 
we must act in what we must believe has to be in the 
better interests and the greater interest of the country 
at large. And while those core business interests, 
many of whom are controlling and have major owner-
ship stakes in multimillion-dollar companies in Bermu-
da, feel entitled to have a voice in the corporation, we 

are not of the view that we can compromise our dem-
ocratic values by entertaining that. That era is gone. It 
is a bygone era that we cannot see reinstated here 
under the thin pretext that they believe that these el-
ements should have a voice in government. 
 Mr. Speaker, having said that, we are not op-
posed to the corporations in either St. George’s or 
Hamilton making sure they maintain healthy and mu-
tually beneficial relationships with the business sec-
tors in these respective municipalities. They should do 
so. There should be, perhaps, committees formed that 
would have as members of those committees persons 
representing the business interests of these respec-
tive locales. Furthermore, I would add that if they were 
truly looking to ensure a democratic and vibrant mu-
nicipality structure in Bermuda, cities that are going to 
attract residents, that are going to be revitalised, that it 
may be better for them to realise that not having these 
business ratepayers parachuted in terms of the fran-
chise may provide a better means and incentive for us 
to attract these same people to take root and live in 
the city. That is ultimately how they can regain or gain 
a voice in the city’s affairs, by becoming a resident in 
the city. Will that not help revitalise the city, especially 
in Hamilton, which has been, in the case of many 
people, a city that has lacked real life—cultural and 
other forms of vibrancy—for far too long? 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe that these reforms are 
going down the wrong road and the Progressive La-
bour Party cannot in good measure, in terms of our 
philosophical beliefs, support them. You see, Mr. 
Speaker, we come from a tradition whereby our fore-
fathers in this party and in those movements that gave 
life to this party fought for their franchise that the fran-
chise would not be controlled by those who have the 
most money, but by the ordinary citizens of this coun-
try—Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda. Many sacrificed and gave 
up tremendous benefits to ensure that that right would 
be there for all of us. 

And therefore, Mr. Speaker, we will participate 
in this discussion and in this debate, but we cannot in 
good measure support these initiatives. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke South West, constituency 20. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Good afternoon, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: I just want to say that, yes, 
we are in a new era—an era that allows for residents 
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as well as commercial enterprise to have equal repre-
sentation in the corporation’s affairs. 

If corporations of business are paying taxes— 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, yes. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: With respect, I think, inad-
vertently the Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. 

It is not equal representation. From how I read 
the legislation, it is proportional. 

The Speaker: It is what she says, I mean, it is her 
making the statement. 

Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: So within the corporation’s 
executive, there will be two councillors representing 
the residents and two councillors representing busi-
nesses. Businesses are paying taxes, and with their 
taxes they deserve to be represented. 

Now, in this new era there are businesses that 
want to be a part of the operation of the corporation 
and if it is something that can start with knowing what 
trash collection, what development plans—any kinds 
of activities that— 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, the Member is 
misleading the House. The Bill unquestionably pro-
vides for eight councillors and not four. 

The Speaker: All right, yes. 
Thank you, Member. 

Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: I stand corrected. I stand 
corrected. 

So, Mr. Speaker, having businesses as a part 
of this allows the corporation to have greater feedback 
from the community on the development of the cities, 
the municipalities, and to have that representation just 
gives them an opportunity to know what is going on in 
the city, and, if there are any concerns, that they have 
an opportunity to have a voice. It is not intended that 
the entire business community is there to gang up or 
to have any reason to have representation other than 
to carry on the businesses and the concerns that they 
have. The residents equally will have their representa-
tion and have a voice at the table as well. 

So, again, my bottom line is that there are a 
number of businesses that are out there that are pay-
ing taxes and they deserve that representation.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, constituency 6, MP 
Wayne Furbert. 

You have the floor. 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I call this the ping-pong effect. In 
other words, the Progressive Labour Party made 
some changes (I forget the exact year), and now the 
Government is making some changes. So when we 
get back in next time we will make some changes. I 
would have thought that on this crucial particular issue 
we would try to pull both parties together to see how 
we could find a common ground. Because this particu-
lar thing will only last for the next two years, probably 
three years at the most. We will get through this elec-
tion here in May 2015 will be where the change will 
take effect and then we will change back to something 
again. So that is the ping-pong effect I am talking 
about—back and forwards, back and forwards—the 
corporation never knows exactly where they stand. 

You talk about the . . . and my honourable 
colleague talked about a balance of voters from each 
side—it is not. Your Bill gives individuals who are 
business owners the right to vote and also the right for 
the ownership of the building, who does not live in the 
area, to vote. However, I own a . . . I declare my inter-
est. I have a piece of property in the city and so my 
residents can vote. But I as the owner cannot vote . . . 
which is commercial, by the way. I do not know how 
you would describe it. And yet you give . . . and I do 
not live in the area.  

So now I will give an example. My honourable 
friend Grant Gibbons’ family, his father does not live in 
the city, but he has a building here. And I would have 
thought that since he is the senior statesman of the 
Gibbons’ family he would be able to vote. I, for in-
stance, or anybody else who has property and does 
not live in the area, will not be able to vote. And I will 
stand and let somebody correct me later on, but that 
is what I understand. 

I heard my honourable colleague, honourable 
friend, Pat Gordon-Pamplin, say, Read the Bill. That is 
the way I understand. Maybe you have not read the 
Bill because the person who owns a little shop can 
vote. The owner of that building can vote— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Because I cannot . . . in your 
Bill. I can’t. In your Bill I cannot— 
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The Speaker: Honourable Member, you speak to the 
Chair— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I cannot vote. Or anyone 
else who has a residential . . . commercial rights can-
not vote. And most of those people are Back o’ Town. 
Most of those people are in Back o’ Town and they 
cannot vote. So you are really denying . . . disenfran-
chising. Okay? 
 I stand to be corrected. I stand to be correct-
ed, but maybe they did not discuss in their caucus or 
Cabinet, or maybe they were too busy trying to rush 
and get the vote for the businesspeople and never 
considered the common man. 
 So I am saying that something cannot be 
right. If you are coming here telling me that you are 
trying to find a balance . . . but most of these impacts 
are for people who are in back of the city. So resi-
dents and individuals who have a piece of property 
back there will not be able to vote based on this par-
ticular . . . now I do not . . . First of all, I do not agree 
totally with what they are doing, but if they are trying 
to do something on that manner, it does not give that 
person the right to vote on . . . who has a property 
back of town, which is commercial. You cannot define 
it any other way. And you cannot tell me that is right, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable . . . and as I 
said, I stand to be corrected. I stand to be corrected. If 
the Junior Minister can stand and correct me, maybe I 
misread something also, and I stand to be corrected. 
But that is my understanding. 
 So I am hoping that the Government will look 
at that and ask themselves the question, Are they 
finding a balance for the individual, like myself, or an-
yone else who has a property Back o’ Town, to be 
able to vote? 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to speak 
to this matter? 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency 33, Sandys South, MP 
Jamahl Simmons. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 

 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: One of the previous speak-
ers spoke of a new era. And I am reminded that in 
February 2007 I sat in a seat where the Honourable 
Member Mr. Blakeney sat, and I spoke about the need 
to get rid of the business vote as a relic of the past, as 
a remnant from the days of the landed gentry, as the 
last vestige of an oligarchy that should be torn asun-
der from this country. 
 Mr. Speaker, we move into the new era and 
we are going backwards, back to the future, giving 
businesses the right to vote. And we hear over the 
years the claims of taxation without representation. 
How can you tax us if we do not have a vote? 
 Mr. Speaker, I am bothered by this. And I will 
tell you why I am bothered by this. All right? For gen-
erations my people fought for the right to vote—one 
man, one vote of equal value. For generations my 
people fought to take away the disproportionate level 
of power. When you have economic combined with 
political power, it is a dangerous thing. 
 And Mr. Speaker, when we look at who is now 
getting this privilege, I encourage my Members across 
the aisle to declare their interests. I encourage them 
to stand on their feet when they speak and declare 
their interests as to how many of these businesses 
that will now be receiving this vote put money in the 
One Bermuda Alliance’s coffers at the last election. 
Ask the question, How many of them put money in the 
coffers of the United Bermuda Party? 
 But Mr. Speaker, I will say this, this is not a 
new era, this is back to the past. It is a rolling back to 
the past of the good old days of the Forty Thieves. It is 
a rolling back of the clock to the days when a busi-
ness was not equal, but superior, to one man, one 
vote of equal value. 
 I will never support this. I will never support 
giving rights to businesses to vote. And enjoy it while 
you have it because if it takes two years or 20 years 
you will not have it when this party comes to power. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Attorney General. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member who spoke before 
me . . . I thought he was part of Comedy Central with 
that routine.  
 Mr. Speaker, aside from using 
unparliamentary language in ascribing wrongful mo-
tives to the OBA Government, he seems to have for-
gotten that he worked for the Premier—that Honoura-
ble Member worked for the Premier who wanted to get 
rid of the Corporation of Hamilton altogether and get 
rid of all votes—not one man, no votes— 
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Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Excuse me, point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No man, no vote— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No man, no vote, that was 
their idea— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That was what they wanted to 
do. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, please take your 
seat. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: The point of order is this, 
Mr. Speaker, he is [imputing] improper motives on me, 
right? I have never, and our party has never, support-
ed the abolition of the corporations altogether. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: He is misleading the House 
and I request that he retract it immediately. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on, carry on. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, the word for that is “rub-
bish.” That idea was promoted during the PLP admin-
istration, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, let us keep our 
language— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged. I am obliged, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —better than that. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But that is the idea that was 
floated by the then-Premier Ewart Brown. If you ask 
him today, he would not be ashamed of it. He would 
say, Yes, the Government of the people were going to 
take over the administration of the Corporation of 
Hamilton. And I do not think there is anyone in Ber-
muda who has not looked at the goings on in the Cor-
poration of Hamilton and wondered whether the luna-
tics have taken over the asylum. It is very untoward— 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you are going 
to—  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But that is the situation. 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you are going to 
withdraw those words. You better withdraw those 
words! 
 
An Hon. Member:  Retract that. 
 
The Speaker: You are going to withdraw those words. 
 Honourable Member, I am asking you— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I withdraw those words. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I withdraw those words. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, that is why— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, that is why I am 
interested. I withdraw the words, but what the Mem-
bers of the Opposition think of the goings on in the 
Corporation of Hamilton . . . if they could share that 
with us, I would be very interested in hearing it. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: I have not called you yet, Honourable 
Member, I am just trying to find out where you come 
from.  
 The Member from constituency 18 is about to 
speak. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I apologise, Mr. Speaker, I did not 
get a lot of rest last night because I was up very late 
writing a response to the Government Ministry 
spokesman on a different matter, so I apologise for 
not being on top of my game today. 
 What I would say, Mr. Speaker, is that this 
debate, once again, highlights the challenge that is 
the One Bermuda Alliance—the challenge of a Gov-
ernment that feels that in 2015 it is a good thing to 
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give businesses and corporations the right to vote. It 
is a sad state of affairs. It is something that is a com-
plete relic from the past. And once again we find the 
One Bermuda Alliance here attempting to find, in any 
way, shape or form, a means that they can justify 
making sure that their constituents—the ones whom 
they seem to want to serve—are taken care of. 
 Mr. Speaker, when the changes were made to 
make sure that only people get an entitlement to a 
franchise, bringing us up with the legislation around 
the world, custom and practice, what is right, what is 
proper, what is established and understood to be 
proper functioning democracies, that is okay. 

Now the Honourable Minister who just took 
his seat complains about the functioning of the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton. Well, guess what, Mr. Speaker? 
There are people who complain about the functioning 
of the OBA Government. But guess what? We live in a 
democracy. Voters vote and voters get to elect who 
they elect. That is what happens, Mr. Speaker, and in 
elections you have a chance to change that. 

What you do not do is disagree with the re-
sults so much that you attempt to completely reverse 
the franchise and give businesses the right to vote. It 
is the wrong way to go. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  

 
Mr. E. David Burt: It is improper—I will let him speak 
if he wants, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I will just repeat, Mr. Speaker, 
Ewart Brown wanted to get rid of it. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, please take your 
seat. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Here we go, Mr. Speaker. Once 
again . . . once again we see the deflection from the 
Honourable Attorney General. But I would ask the 
Honourable Attorney General if he can tell me if a Bill 
was ever tabled by the Progressive Labour Party to 
abolish the corporations.  

No! There is the silence; there it is. The rheto-
ric, Mr. Speaker, that we hear from the Government 
benches. The whole fiction of what they like to create, 
the fiction about, you know, $800 million unaccounted 
for and they were going to abolish the corporations. 
The same thing which we heard in the gaming debate 
and all the rest. 
 Mr. Speaker, the facts speak for themselves. 
It was the One Bermuda Alliance Government that 
brought legislation to this Parliament that enabled 
them to take over the Corporation of Hamilton, not the 
Progressive Labour Party. So they can attempt to re-
write history as much as they want, but what they are 
doing right now, Mr. Speaker, is because they do not 

like the results of democracy they are changing the 
rules of the game. As has been said many times be-
fore, they can go ahead, they can tinker. Rest assured 
that this party stands for democracy. This party stands 
for one person, one vote. This party stands for— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —we do not— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, what is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is addressing the situation of the 
Corporation of Hamilton that is in court proceedings. It 
is sub judice; we should not be discussing it. 
 
The Speaker: No, Honourable Member, carry on 
please. You take your seat. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will continue. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you very much for allow-
ing things to continue. I would hope that the Honoura-
ble Minister for Economic Development can make his 
own points of order instead of feeding them to some-
body else. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, going forward I will go 
back to what I was saying . . . that this party stands for 
one person, one vote. This party stands for good gov-
ernance and this party stands for advancing and en-
hancing democracy. This party does not stand for giv-
ing corporations the right to vote. And every single 
person in this country should be upset because where 
does this stop? What happens when sometime in the 
future the One Bermuda Alliance says, Hey, guess 
what? You know, those businesses down on Front 
Street pay taxes. Let’s give them the right to vote in 
Parliamentary elections. Why not? What is to stop 
them from that? If your call is taxation without repre-
sentation in the Corporation of Hamilton, why is it not 
the same when it comes to the wider franchise of the 
country, Mr. Speaker? 
 It is a wrong move. It is a backwards move. 
And as Members have said before it will be a short-
lived one, because in this country we should have a 
democracy that adheres to the best practices of de-
mocracies around the world. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
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The Chair will recognise the Honourable Dep-
uty Speaker. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

 
HOUSE VISITOR 

 
The Speaker: And just before you do, I just want to 
recognise the presence of Senator Vic Ball who is in 
the House. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Second Reading debate on The Municipalities 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2014, continuing] 
 
The Speaker: The Member from constituency 4, the 
Deputy Speaker, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I was not intending to stand up, but there 
were some things flagged in my mind and one of them 
is fear, and fear is an illusion. And that is something I 
read just recently in a document. 
 But one of the things I was fascinated about 
was what are other parts of the world . . . how are they 
handling the municipalities in comparison to what this 
proposal is in front of us? And if you do not mind, Mr. 
Speaker, just from a document posted on the munici-
palities in Toronto, as a non-resident elector if you live 
in one municipality and own or rent property in anoth-
er municipality you are eligible to vote in each munici-
pality election. So this is not something that just the 
Bermuda Government or the One Bermuda Alliance 
are proposing. This is something that, perhaps, needs 
to be looked at carefully across the world. 
 Now, some of the comments that . . . and I 
have to say I totally understand. The Member who 
spoke earlier with reference to understanding the 
emotion about having to fight for a vote, having to be 
at the bottom of the rung, but with the creators of our 
development and how Bermuda went forward, were 
those people who did not have a say, I understand 
that. I get it. I totally understand why it is important to 
recognise who should vote and who should not within 
a municipality. 
 However, I took a different look at the concept 
of why . . . and we heard from another Member earlier 
that if you owned a residential building in Hamilton or 
in a municipality area, you would not be allowed to 
vote, and how unreasonable that was. But the truth of 
it is I look at it this way, if I rented a home in Smith’s 
Parish and my landlord lived in St. George’s, I do not 
expect him (who owns my home in Smith’s Parish) to 
have a vote in Smith’s Parish and a vote in St. 
George’s. I do not expect that to take place. So when I 
take a look at who owns and whether they should 
have a right to vote . . . if you own a commercial build-
ing . . . sorry, if you own a residential building in the 

city of . . . in a municipality, the question that I heard 
was, Why should you not be allowed to vote? But the 
residents within that municipality, within that building, 
that residential building, in that condo, they have a 
right to vote if they are registered and, of course, if 
they fall within the remit of being allowed to vote. 
Those individuals have that vote, not the owner of the 
building who does not reside there. 
 Let us take a look at the businesses. Do they 
deserve the right to have a vote? Well, I take a look at 
it this way: I know some of those businessmen who 
have actually helped to develop the smaller business-
es. They have helped to finance them. And Mr. 
Speaker, the question is do they have a right to vote? 
The answer is—my answer, not those individuals on 
the other side—and I clearly hear their answer is no. 
Mr. Speaker, why, if I am paying for something . . . if I 
am paying for someone to pick up my trash, if I am 
paying for certain expectations, would I not expect to 
have a say in how it is organised? 
 
An Hon. Member: Are you serious? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I believe that 
everyone has, within an environment. And, yes, I am 
serious. We have heard what the others have to say. I 
seriously, honestly do believe, Mr. Speaker, that the 
businessmen have a right to have a say. 
 Now, how is the vote divided? There was a 
conflict. And in my understanding this is the way it is, 
and it does go by the numbers. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: And I would, yes 
indeed, like to see more numbers of people residing—
residing so they have a bigger say.  

Now . . . and that may make it look like there 
is a discrepancy between the amount of numbers, and 
the voting [is based] on . . . or your number of seats—
councilmen—does depend on the number of votes. 
 But Mr. Speaker, clearly everyone has and 
deserves a right to vote. Why would we take away the 
right to vote when so often even those people have 
struggled for centuries to earn a right? If they own a 
building why can they not earn a right to vote when it 
comes to a building? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Member 
from constituency 29, Southampton East. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is indeed what I can only 
term as a sad day in our history. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I was the Minister that brought 
the legislation changes to the municipalities almost 
five years ago. And to hear Members on the other 
side saying it is a new era when all we are doing is 
going back to an old era, Mr. Speaker, it is a sad day. 
It is a very sad day, Mr. Speaker. 
 To think that we are having this debate once 
again about the municipalities, the responsibilities, 
who is going to run the Corporation of Hamilton, to 
hear Members on the other side, Mr. Speaker, con-
stantly saying that businesses should be represented. 
Well, like my honourable colleague, David Burt, just 
said— 
 
The Speaker: The Member from constituency 18. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —the Member from con-
stituency 18. 
 
The Speaker: Let us keep the names out of it. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Where do you stop, Mr. 
Speaker? Where does one stop?  

Are we all of a sudden going to say, Well, I tell 
you what, let’s have the businesses in Southampton, 
Warwick, Pembroke . . . when do we stop, Mr. Speak-
er? And what we are doing with this type of change, 
Mr. Speaker, is, really, we are slapping the residents 
that so look forward to the changes that we made. I 
think Mr. Speaker, we are giving them a very vicious 
slap in the face; a very vicious slap in the face, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I happened to be around when that very first 
vote was taken by the residents of the city, Mr. 
Speaker, and many of the residents—many of the res-
idents—shook my hand that day, shook many of my 
colleagues hands that day, and said how very proud 
and happy they were to be able to participate in that 
first historic election. To think that now, whilst it may 
not be taken away from them directly, it is being taken 
away from them indirectly. And, Mr. Speaker, when 
Members opposite—the Government Members . . . 
and there were a few that are saying that the busi-
nesses in the cities are paying taxes and deserve rep-
resentation. They do get representation, Mr. Speaker. 
They get representation from the councillors. They get 
representation from their MPs. They get representa-
tion from Ministers. All they have to do is pick up the 
phone and make a call, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, the Honourable and Learned Member, 
Mr. Trevor Moniz, the Attorney General . . . and I will 
not repeat what he called the folks over at the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton, Mr. Speaker. But I tell you what; I 
have not heard the businesses in this country crying 
foul that their trash has not been picked up, that there 
is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no. 
So I have not heard this uproar from the businesses 
that the Corporation of Hamilton are not taking care of 
their obligations, Mr. Speaker. I have not heard that.  
 Mr. Speaker, I declare my interest. I have a 
building in the city too, Mr. Speaker, let me . . . before 
any of the Members opposite decide to put that. Yes, 
yes, I can now vote, Mr. Speaker. But I tell you what; I 
prefer to leave it to the residents of the city. I own a 
building. I know the city corporation has had some 
challenges, Mr. Speaker. But you know what? My 
trash gets picked up, sewage gets taken care of, 
streets are getting taken care of—sometimes a little 
bit slower than I would like—but Mr. Speaker, the cor-
poration have . . . I have not heard businesses in an 
uproar complaining about their representation.  

I said it back in 2010 and I will say it again: If 
any business owner has an issue with their represen-
tation, approach the councillors. You know, I beg to 
. . . I will gladly take my seat, Mr. Speaker, but I know 
that certainly I have a few friends that had some chal-
lenges who own businesses, Mr. Speaker, [they] 
picked up the phone and called councillors. I call, Mr. 
Speaker. I call the mayor and say, Look I have an is-
sue with “X, Y, or Z.”  
 I think that we are taking a step back in time, 
Mr. Speaker. And I think my colleague, one of my col-
leagues mentioned, Mr. Speaker, maybe it has got 
something to do with payback. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Heard that, Pat. 
 Mr. Speaker, you heard things in 2010 about 
the Brown and De Silva takeover. We heard that.  

And of course, Mr. Speaker, you will know 
that when we passed that legislation it was nothing 
about a Brown/De Silva takeover. It was not about a 
Government takeover. We were putting the city in the 
hands of the people where it belonged. That is what 
we did, Mr. Speaker. And, of course, you might re-
member me saying it was about the takeover that 
never was. That is what it was. It was about all the 
marching in the streets, the banners around the city, 
the takeover that never was, Mr. Speaker. All we 
wanted to do was put the voting control to the resi-
dents of this country. And I guess maybe that was 
considered the takeover. 
 But Mr. Speaker, a few of my colleagues have 
mentioned that here we are in 2015 and in a few 
years’ time we will be back here again because we 
will not—on this side of the House—let this piece of 
legislation . . . the minute we get back in office, as 
quickly as they made the change, we will quickly turn 
it back, Mr. Speaker. And quicker! Yes, we will. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will finish on this note: I think it 
is a sad day, a very sad day, when we reverse a 
change that we made in this country that removed, as 
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my colleague mentioned, probably the oldest vestiges 
of the oligarchy time. And here we are bringing it 
back. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is a very sad day. It is a very 
sad day. I just hope that when we do make that 
change, when we do resume office, Mr. Speaker, we 
do not have the kinds of hatred and disgusting behav-
iour from a certain segment of the community that we 
did back then. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 15, Pembroke East. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I really had no intention at all, and, as a cau-
cus plan what we do on a Friday, it was never my in-
tention to speak on this particular Bill at all. But I feel 
drawn to have to say something in light of what is be-
ing contemplated by this amendment. 
 The first group of changes that the One Ber-
muda Alliance Government brought to this House, I 
referred to them then as repugnant, Mr. Speaker. And 
I repeat again what I said then about the changes that 
the One Bermuda Alliance was bringing to the munici-
palities when they brought their amendments—it is 
repugnant. And irrespective of what some Members in 
the Government benches might say about the existing 
situation that may exist with the corporations—real or 
imagined—there were situations prior to the changes 
that were made in 2011 to 2010.  

I had the privilege of being given the task by 
former Premier Brown to start the process that even-
tually the Honourable Member for constituency 29 
brought to this House. So I began the process and the 
Honourable Member for [constituency] 29, in his Min-
isterial role, brought the Bill that started with that work 
in 2009. That was, as the Honourable Member said, 
bringing greater democracy to the cities, to the towns, 
to St. George’s and to Hamilton. 

As I have listened to some of what I have 
heard today, Mr. Speaker, I can only reflect on what I 
have read of debates from the 1950s, that predate the 
actual creation of universal franchise in this country, 
and the debates that the oligarchs had in defending 
the retaining of the property vote. Some of the state-
ments I have heard from the Government benches are 
reminiscent of what I read was said then in defence—
even defence with the CUAS [Committee for Universal 
Adult Suffrage] debates around the country at the 
time—of retaining undemocratic practices, in defence 
of denying rightful citizens the opportunity to partici-
pate in the governance of the country, in defence of 
the protection of rights of the elite, of the protection of 
oligarchy and, frankly, outright dictatorship of this 
country of that era. 

The arguments on that side are reminiscent of 
what I have read of the arguments of that era of the 
1950s. It is almost as if so many aspects of our poli-
tics have evolved back to that era. And here we have 
a Government—elected democratically, I might add, 
under universal franchise—that is rising to the occa-
sion to essentially bring legislation that diminishes the 
concept and principle of universal franchise on which 
this country has operated on since 1968. 

Frankly . . . and I am not casting any asper-
sion here on any particular government. But, you 
know, back in 1968 when we got our Constitution, 
perhaps this should have been solved then. Those 
bodies should have been made democratic then. But, 
you know, hindsight is 20/20; it was not done then. 
But it was done in an effort in 2010. And irrespective 
of what the Honourable Attorney General (who sits in 
constituency 9) says, the former Government never 
brought any legislation to diminish or totally diminish 
the existence of the Corporation of Hamilton. It stud-
ied all options available at the time and it came . . . 
and the evidence of its action—not of what it studied 
or what it contemplated—is the Bill of 2010, which 
merely diminished the undemocratic practices within 
the corporation.  

And let us not forget some of the questionable 
activities and practices that were revealed publicly 
about the corporation prior to then, which is one of the 
reasons why those democratic changes were made. 
Because it is the very thing that this Bill contemplates 
to do that was the source of the many headaches 
around the corporation. Controversies came about 
because of the vested interest that seemed to be to-
tally built into the corporation at that time around all 
types of activities.  

Perhaps the Bill in 2013 or 2014, when it was 
tabled in this House, should have been called the 
“Cannonier/Fahy takeover,” but it was not—not like it 
was called the Brown/De Silva takeover in 2010. And 
truly it was a takeover in 2013/14 when the original Bill 
gave the central Government the ability to literally take 
over the corporation. So the very thing the Honourable 
Attorney General has tried to label on us— 

 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Belongs to them. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —belongs to the One Bermuda 
Alliance—the undemocratic practice of taking over 
another municipality without the wishes of those who 
elected the people in the municipality. This Govern-
ment has given itself the power to do that. Talk about 
undemocratic, Mr. Speaker. 
 This is the reason I rise to my feet because 
this side . . . the other side of the House seems to be 
living a pantomime of sorts on the belief in what their 
actions are bringing to the corporation. And then, of 
course, as a point of deflection there is a reference to 
what is going on in the corporation. Well, there was 
stuff going on in the corporation prior to 2010 as well 
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that was not quite savoury, but the Government did 
not seek to take it over. The Government sought to 
give those people who were most directly impacted by 
the affairs of the corporation a stronger voice. That is 
what was done. 
 This Bill and the Bill preceding it diminish that 
voice, giving the voice to a small, elite, privileged 
group in a disproportionate way so that they might 
exert disproportionate, undemocratic, unprincipled 
influence over the affairs of a group upon which they 
have little connection with, and all based on property, 
all based on the fact that you are paying a rate. And 
irrespective of what the Honourable Member from 
constituency 4 might say of the one mediocre exam-
ple given about Toronto, that is a rare example, in-
deed. And I challenge any Member on that side to 
create more than 10 examples. 
 
An Hon. Member: North Korea, Pyongyang. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, that . . . perhaps those 
are the only places they could point to that have un-
democratic municipalities or places that are not dem-
ocratic in the first place . . . that have a similar system 
of either business or ratepayers claiming the vote. 
Right? Or maybe the OBA caucus (as we have come 
to learn in many cases), where they do not tell what 
other people are doing and so on. So, not much de-
mocracy there. 
 But Mr. Speaker, I ask a question, is this the 
underpinning of the One Bermuda Alliance to seem-
ingly, when they find that a system does not work for 
them, they just change it into the favour of those 
whom they favour? This is an example of it. And one 
would have thought after over 50 or 60 years of com-
mitment in this country to pursuing democracy and 
enfranchising the greater population that . . . now we 
have a Government elected on a universal franchise 
promoting an undemocratic franchise itself, in law, 
and trying to tell us this is how it is going to be better. 
 Well, as I said, in the early part of my com-
ments, Mr. Speaker, I thought this debate was ended 
before I was born in this country. I was born in 1966. 
That debate ended with what was done in 1963. That 
debated ended with the Constitutional Conference of 
1967 and certainly completely ended the debate on it 
in 1968 from a law standpoint. But the discussion 
where it was understood that this was no longer a 
type of governance that was tolerable in this country 
at any level—that debate ended over 50 years ago. 
But here we have a Bill that seeks to bring it back and 
a Bill that is being defended by a Government that 
itself was elected under democratic principles—
democratic principles that were against this sort of 
thing. 
 So I ask the question, I mean, I think the pub-
lic has the right to ask, What does the One Bermuda 
Alliance Government really believe in if it is prepared 
to go this far to disenfranchise, or at least minimise 

the franchise of, average citizens within their own area 
of residence and responsibility? And giving enfran-
chisement to a group that, frankly, does not need it, 
that have the right to pursue the same avenues of rep-
resentation as those citizens who live in the corpora-
tion.  

In fact, we all have that right because one of 
the changes made was that it is not just people who 
actually, under the old system, paid a rate or lived 
within the corporation who could represent. Anybody 
in the country could represent in the corporation. Any-
body can run now. You do not have to live in the cor-
poration. That is how you spread democracy because, 
frankly, it is understood, Mr. Speaker, that the City of 
Hamilton and the prominence it has in the lives of eve-
ry citizen of this country and resident means that the 
ability to be there and give a contribution is in the best 
interest of the country. Now anybody can run. So that 
is why this whole false argument about taxation with-
out representation, and when applied to the situation, 
does not even reflect its original historical meaning. 
So really just set that aside.  

Come on! It does not even apply how it did 
with the Boston Tea Party and the early campaign for 
American independence. Applying it here actually di-
minishes the value of it by putting it in this House 
around this argument. You destroyed the real mean-
ing of that argument in the history of the United 
States. 
 So, you know, the One Bermuda Alliance and 
some of its Members have gone to great lengths, Mr. 
Speaker, to defend what they are doing here with this 
Bill and with the successive Bills that they have 
brought to this House in changing how the Corpora-
tions of Hamilton and St. George’s are run. And my 
Honourable Members have asked fair questions.  

How far does this go? Where does this stop?  
Do we not bring the same rationality to the 

larger general election or to a by-election? Do busi-
nesses in Southampton or St. George’s or Warwick or 
Smith’s now . . . oh, well, perhaps they should have 
franchise too. You know— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yeah. The horror of it . . . 
WEDCO itself or maybe even BLDC. People who live 
in BLDC now have an extra vote in some way, in St. 
George’s, because they live in BLDC?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, listen, I am not going to 
go that far as thinking that far, Mr. Speaker. But I think 
there are some very serious questions we have to ask 
ourselves. 
 Do we truly believe in democracy? Is that be-
lief unflinching and unfailing? Is it uncompromising? 
Because there are some things that we should not be 
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prepared to compromise. And this House is about 
compromise. Democracy is about compromise, the 
principle of it. But the belief in it should not be and the 
belief in . . . irrespective of its flaws—because nothing 
is perfect—it has brought the greatest opportunity for 
this country that is Bermuda certainly for over the past 
60 years to change, to evolve, to shape and to include 
everybody in that process. And if we believe in that we 
should be uncompromising about ensuring that every 
citizen, at whatever level they participate, sees that as 
an opportunity for themselves. With the corporation 
this is being taken away, in my humble view, Mr. 
Speaker, by this Bill and the previous changes that 
have been made. 
 So we have to ask ourselves a serious ques-
tion. And the question we have to ask, Mr. Speaker, 
is: How far does this go? Does this Government truly 
believe in that principle of unflinching and uncompro-
mising democracy? Because I am of the view, Mr. 
Speaker, as we have over the decades enfranchised 
our citizens giving them more involvement in the af-
fairs of this country, irrespective of what level, this 
country has improved. As we have moved away from 
the more colonial, oligarchal, monopolistic type of be-
haviour around the political environment in this coun-
try, every citizen has benefitted—every race, creed 
and colour has benefitted. And those who were the 
most previously disenfranchised, like the black com-
munity and other poor people who, before, if you did 
not own a piece of property you could not even partic-
ipate; or if you did not have a certain level of educa-
tion, you felt intimidated to be involved or even partici-
pate, as we have removed those barriers, this country 
has improved with everybody’s greater involvement in 
the process. And we should be striving for that and 
not enfranchising, empowering much more limiting 
opportunities in the process. 
 So I conclude here, Mr. Speaker, saying that I 
hope—because this is going to pass, we all know 
that—but I hope this is a message. This Bill, the Mu-
nicipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2014 is a message 
to the wider country on what people believe in, in this 
House. And I can tell you, my honourable colleagues 
have already said where this will go when a change of 
Government comes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: It will go to, as my honourable 
colleague has just whispered in back of me, the dust-
bin, the shredder, and the waste pile of history. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 11, Devonshire East, the 
Minister for Finance. 
 You have the floor. 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you very much. 
 That is some very lofty rhetoric coming from 
the other side this afternoon about democracy. But I 
was intrigued by the arguments of the speaker who 
just took his seat, where he just wants to make his 
argument but, you know, dismiss the principle of taxa-
tion without representation . . . just dismiss it. You 
know, it is a hard thing to dismiss.  
 But I would like to speak to some of the sort of 
unique situations as it relates to Hamilton. The City of 
Hamilton, the rhetorical question being asked by the 
other side is: Where does it stop? In other words, is 
this the thin edge of the wedge where we will bring 
back the property vote around Bermuda, the unfortu-
nate past that everybody here knows about?  
 Hamilton in no way resembles Bermuda, Mr. 
Speaker. In no way does Hamilton even look like 
Bermuda in any way. The City of Hamilton is the eco-
nomic centre of gravity of this country—economic cen-
tre of gravity of this country. I am not sure what per-
centage of the total businesses in Bermuda are locat-
ed in Hamilton, but it has got to be something like 
80 [per cent] or 90 per cent. 

Also, the other feature about Hamilton that is 
totally different from Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, is that 
most of Hamilton is business. Most of it is not residen-
tial, most of it is business. And, you know, when the 
business day ends in Hamilton, Hamilton empties. 
And there have been lots of people, including Sir John 
Swan, who were trying to encourage people to come 
back to live in the city. But as we speak here today 
Hamilton is not mostly a residential city; it is a com-
mercial city, where after business hours it is empty. 
The people that comprise Hamilton are mainly people 
that are involved with businesses. That is what makes 
Hamilton work; that is what pays for Hamilton. That is 
what pays for Hamilton. 

The notion that somehow this move gives 
power to the oligarchy . . . I heard the words of the 
previous speaker—oligarchy and dictatorship. I mean, 
that is totally, way wide of the mark. As my good bud-
dy would say, That’s wide down the leg side. All right? 
That is wide down the leg side.  

So if you are a tenant, Mr. Speaker, a tenant, 
a humble tenant in the City of Hamilton, under this 
legislation you get a vote. You have to pay rent, and 
you can get a vote. It does not mean . . . you know, 
you do not have to be a privileged person. You just 
have to be somebody who is not a business. Irrespec-
tive of whether that business is successful or failing, it 
does not matter, you get a vote. 

Now what we are trying to do here, Mr. 
Speaker, is restore some kind of balance of interests 
in the electoral process of the people who are going to 
run the city. I think what we see here today, our expe-
rience with the current structure, is a result of an im-
balance of interests in the people who run the city. 
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And that is why we have had such difficulty with this 
present system, because there is an imbalance of in-
terests. 

We are a country where we are trying to get 
ourselves back on our feet. There has been a lot of 
talk about revitalisation of Hamilton, revitalisation of 
the waterfront. Mr. Speaker, because of the imbalance 
of interest that is in the Corporation of Hamilton today, 
all of that is off the table. It is totally off the table be-
cause it is all embroiled in litigation, because there is 
an imbalance of interest represented in the corpora-
tion.  

That is the issue here of having a balance of 
interest. The residents who live in Hamilton have a 
particular interest, but the people who pay rent or 
have buildings in Hamilton have another interest, and 
there needs to be a balance to those interests. Right 
now there is no balance to those interests so the ac-
tual development potential of Hamilton, the ability to 
have Hamilton help to redirect and rebuild and regrow 
the Bermuda that we want to regrow, it cannot hap-
pen. It has been crippled and lamed by the imbalance 
of interests in the corporation. 

The notion that somehow the corporation only 
has to do with collection of trash and sweeping of 
streets is ludicrous! It is ludicrous. What we have here 
is the capital of this country, the commercial centre of 
this country, a place in which you would want to have 
focus of development capital, the focus of growth, the 
focus of an environment to help encourage the busi-
nesses and the industries that we have in this country 
. . . you would want Hamilton to be at the forefront of 
all of that. But you know, Mr. Speaker, right now Ham-
ilton is not even in the caboose. They are behind the 
caboose. They are off the table because of an imbal-
ance of interests. This has to do with a balance of in-
terests—that is what it has to do with. 

You know, we can have lofty rhetoric about 
democracy. I am all for democracy. We are all for de-
mocracy on this side. All right? But you have to have 
democracy structured in a way where the various in-
terests that are integral to whatever it is you are trying 
to govern are properly represented so that when deci-
sions have to be made they are made with both those. 
I am saying “both.” There may be more than two, but 
at least two of those voices being not only heard but 
being integral to the organisation that is making that 
decision. And we do not have that today, and it has 
crippled the City of Hamilton. It has taken it off the 
table insofar as the redevelopment of Bermuda, the 
re-establishment of growth, investment in Bermuda. It 
is all off the table because there is no balance of in-
terest. 

That is what we are trying to do here to get 
Hamilton back in the game; to get it to be a part of the 
train that is moving forward instead of a car on that 
train that is behind the caboose, where it is now. That 
is what we are trying to achieve in real world terms, 

Mr. Speaker. It has nothing to do with the lofty rhetoric 
that we are hearing from the other side. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 13, Devonshire North Cen-
tral. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 You know, one of my colleagues mentioned 
that this is a sad day. Well, from what I have just 
heard it looks like it is going to get sadder and sadder 
each and every day that the OBA continues to make 
these draconian kinds of amendments to legislation 
even when they are at odds with themselves. 
 The last speaker respectively talked about 
interests. I did not hear the word “special” as a pre-
amble to those interests. So whose special interests is 
the OBA Government really looking out for? You 
know, if I saw a total dysfunction of the Corporation of 
Hamilton where not just trash, but business was not 
interested in development, I could agree with that last 
speaker. But from what I understand there has been 
financing that in a very short period of time could trig-
ger shovels in the ground for the Par-la-Ville project. I 
understood that there was an International Mayoral 
Conference that was completely denigrated, and then 
the Minister mysteriously came on side, even if at the 
eleventh hour, endorsing the conference. 

So that nullifies the premise upon which the 
last speaker based his argument that there was no 
interest in foreign direct investment relative to devel-
opment of the city. How could that be when there are 
manifestations that currently exist relative to interest 
expressed with money on the table just awaiting due 
process before shovels provide an opportunity for jobs 
and, indeed, a hotel that has not been built new in 
over 30 years in this country? 

The personal attacks on the members of the 
corporation, who are duly elected members, and they 
are . . . and it is time sensitive, Mr. Speaker. They go 
through an electoral process where if those who they 
serve and who gave them the vote of confidence to do 
what is in the best interests of not just the city and the 
municipality but, indeed, the country at large has fall-
en out of favour, they have that political democratic 
right to exercise by way of an election. 

I do not see where there are issues with roads 
and buildings and the upkeep of the City of Hamilton. 
And what really disturbs me is that whenever there is 
a controversial issue directly impacting the lives of 
people in this country we very seldom hear a signifi-
cant number of the Government Backbench speaking 
to the issue. What kind of confidence do the people of 
this country that voted for those Members now have in 
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not just their ability, but their courage to speak on 
principle, even if it is against the front bench? God 
only knows the former Government—the Progressive 
Labour Party—allowed our Members to speak based 
on their conscience, some of which were vehemently 
in opposition to certain issues, political and otherwise. 

Mr. Speaker, I can give some examples why 
when political interference causes even greater dys-
function that it purports to fix. [There was] a judgment 
that was given in a civil case where the Chief Justice, 
in citing a provision (if I may read from the judgment), 
[said,] 1“Any Ordinance made, or purported to be 
made, by a Municipality at any time before this section 
comes into operation that has not been duly made, 
filed and numbered in the office of the Secretary to the 
Cabinet and published in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Statutory Instruments Act 1977 shall be 
null and void.”  

He says, “[48.] This provision was clearly in-
tended to invalidate retrospectively any ordinances 
purportedly made by the Corporation bypassing the 
requirements of the 1977 Act, notably the 2010 Ordi-
nance of which the Government was clearly aware. It 
is only fair to point out that the Second Benevides Af-
fidavit the reason for the Corporation bypassing the 
Cabinet Secretary 2010 was explained as follows:” 
And I will not go into that. 

I will say what the impact was. The impact 
was that it nullified all ordinances. That means right 
now if you get a ticket—a parking ticket—you do not 
have to pay it. The police issue parking certificates on 
the corporation property. So there are a number of 
ordinances that are now, by that finding, null and void.  

There was then judicial opinion sought, and 
the Attorney General, having sent a letter 20 Novem-
ber 2014, included comments from the Parliamentary 
Council in answering a concern. And it states in the 
letter, “You will find that many of the instruments in 
your list have been validated by the Validation Act 
1995” (that was to fix what they made a mistake with 
in the first place) “or superseded by more recent valid 
legislation regarding any ordinances that may be inva-
lid and, subject to the procedure for enactment in the 
Municipalities Reform Act 2013, new validation legis-
lation must have the support of the Minister responsi-
ble.” 

So what is it?  
It goes on to say in the last sentence of the 

paragraph, “Such legislation would be a Government 
Bill promoted by the Minister. So your client should 
reach out cooperatively to him to fix.” The Govern-
ment is at odds with itself purely out of desperation to 
take over the corporation duly elected by eligible vot-
ers in the municipality. 

Now let me tell you what the knock-on effect 
has . . . and I declare my interest as a businessman 

1 The Corporation of Hamilton v The Attorney General 
and The Centre for Justice, Judgment 

who wanted to use some corporation property for an 
event in celebration of Bermuda Heritage. There are 
no councillors to appeal a decision that went against 
an application that, through due process, was purely 
understood, clearly understood, completed, submitted 
with a deposit, denied—with a new completely differ-
ent application to be filled out . . . because the initial 
application to use the facility [which] has grass (be-
cause it is a festival, [and] we want people to come 
with blankets and lawn chairs)  . . . and the reason, 
the sole and only reason by the superintendent—
supported by the secretary supported by the Minister 
and supported by the mayor—is that I could not have 
the event because the grass would be destroyed.  

Well, the last I looked around Bermuda, 
sometimes grass grows a bit too much, which pro-
vides an opportunity for landscapers like Mr. Sousa to 
cut and maintain. More ironic is the fact that the cor-
poration itself has used grass facilities, such as Victo-
ria Park, for their own similar events. There was a sail-
ing reception on the same piece of grass that I wanted 
to use for my company. 

Now, I would not be so upset if the councillors 
were operating as they should (as elected and duly 
elected members) [and had] given me access to ar-
gue against the initial decision on appeal. The council-
lors and an alderman or two have the right, in their 
corporation municipal constitution, to overrule an initial 
decision by resolution. But because of the political 
direct interference by the Government and the Minis-
ter who supported the denial removing the councillors, 
I have no course of appeal. 

So this is the kind of quagmire one, with good 
intention, upstanding in the community, wanting to use 
and bring business to the community in celebration of 
who we are, is denied. Just an example; not self inter-
est, on principle. Because if not Glenn Blakeney to-
day, then who tomorrow? 

And with a process in place relative to due 
electoral process, why is there such desperation as if 
the City of Hamilton is completely amuck? The traffic 
lights are working. The electricity to all the buildings is 
working. The government employees go to work (for 
the most part) in the City of Hamilton. We have got 
parking working. The road surfaces are relatively good 
compared to anywhere else in the world. What are the 
issues?  

Here we go. 
The Municipalities Act 1923 [section 7B(5)(b)], 

“. . . the Corporation shall ensure the implementation 
of the Management Plan” because here is where [(5)] 
“The Minister may [(a)] approve the Management Plan 
without modification; or where the Minister believes 
that the Management Plan is deficient or inadequate, 
he may, before approving it, require changes, im-
provement or further study to ensure proper mainte-
nance or replacement of assets is feasible.” 

So under this particular [section 7B](6) it 
states, “Where, due to the poor state of any of a Cor-
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poration’s infrastructure or services (as a result of 
force majeure, maladministration, disrepair or lack of 
funding), the Minister believes that it is in the public 
interest for the Government to temporarily assume 
stewardship of a Corporation’s infrastructure, function 
or service, in order to repair or maintain it, those par-
ticular items may, with the approval of Cabinet, be 
temporarily removed from the stewardship of the Cor-
poration.” 

Now this holds true no matter what this new 
amendment is. So even with the new enfranchisement 
of the ratepayers, the Minister could say, You know 
what? I don’t really like what’s going on. I’m taking 
over the corporation, whereby the Secretary to the 
corporation becomes the power in the seat of influ-
ence and decision. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: No, we are talking Corpora-
tion of Hamilton . . . the Secretary. That is who gets to 
wield the stick and then the privilege of influencing the 
Minister and the mayor.  

But it goes against their very own constitution, 
and also best practices relative to the administration 
of a corporation with duly elected members. How do 
you do that? How do you not only disenfranchise the 
councillors, but disenfranchise those who put him in 
the seat of decision-making, when there is no mani-
fest proof of dysfunction to the degree that the corpo-
ration is not going on about its business in a way that 
is responsible to the citizens of the country, to say the 
least, those that are resident in the city? 
 So the implications are far reaching and it is a 
centralisation of concentrated power by individuals 
with special interests that are not necessarily the in-
terests of the people that should have a hugely signifi-
cant interest in how the corporation is run, and the 
process electorally to decide on who will represent the 
interests of the municipality as well as the country and 
each and every citizen in this country who is a stake-
holder, and I would deem more so than the stake-
holders, that have a financial interest. Because those 
stakeholders that make a decision as common citi-
zens that do not have a financial interest contribute to 
the financial interest with their disposable income to 
ensure the success of corporations. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: So they should be more sig-
nificantly important than any other constituency. And 
that is why universal adult suffrage is the principle up-
on which this Bermuda Progressive Labour Party 
stands. It is simple. You could cut it up any way you 
want . . . and you talk about rhetoric. Well, all I have 
heard from the Government of the day is rhetorical 
defence of what they want to do knowing that it is not 

in the interest of democracy. It is indefensible and rep-
rehensible. 

And I appeal, in closing, to the backbench. I 
do not want to hear the front bench. I know what they 
are thinking and why. There is a fundamental differ-
ence between the conservatives there that are trying 
to be more liberal and socially acclimatized and sensi-
tive to the citizens of this country. But that is not so. 
That is why the citizens of this country less than two 
weeks ago came out and showed them how they felt 
on their hallowed ground at the Cabinet Office. 

So I appeal to you on the backbench, just 
speak your conscience. And if you do support it, give 
us some real valid reasons contrary to the reasons of 
the front bench, which, we all know, that on principle 
you are convicted to because it is the right thing to do 
for the right reasons in the interest of the common 
man of this country and not the special interest of 
those who have the means and the power economi-
cally to do as they will regardless of which way the 
wind blows politically. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Health, Seniors and the Environment from 
constituency . . . 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Nineteen. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, constituency 19, Pembroke West. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is a new sitting, and I came 
back and I assumed that with the new year, new sit-
ting, we would come with a different concept that we 
were going to come and we were going to debate the 
issues that were going to be here, respect each oth-
er’s opinion, and be prepared to understand that there 
will be a difference of opinion. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think today we have a differ-
ence of opinion. And I am quite happy to appreciate 
the fact that the others on the other side think some-
thing differently. But I am concerned that because of 
the difference of opinion, and in order for them to turn 
around and try to create their arguments and talk 
about their arguments, we have to start going into ar-
eas which I believe have nothing to do with what we 
are talking about today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am really disappointed when I 
hear reference to hatred and disgusting behaviour and 
repugnant. All of these things have nothing to do with 
the particular Act that we are trying to debate. The Act 
has something to do with something that we want to 
do. It is not a person. It is something that is a piece of 
legislation that we are trying to put through. 
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 Now, I will acknowledge that when the previ-
ous Government put in their Bill which gave the resi-
dents of the municipality the right to vote, I applauded 
that because I thought to myself giving those persons 
who are living in the municipality the right to vote was 
a good thing. But I will tell you truly, Mr. Speaker, I did 
not believe that taking away the vote from those who 
actually pay taxes in the constituency, in the munici-
pality, was the right thing to do. I believed, and I still 
do believe, that persons involved in the issues that 
happen in the city having the opportunity to be able to 
vote for the individuals who they will give the right to 
legislate on their behalf and make decisions was the 
right thing to do. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I will declare my interest 
because years ago my father . . . I was very fortunate 
that he bought a piece of property in Hamilton and 
paid rates. Therefore, he had the opportunity to be 
able to see what was going on. But I still turn around 
and I believe that . . . I work in the city. I pay. I know 
that there are people that in the past when you 
worked in the city, the landlords turned around and 
they charged the rent, there were service charges and 
other things that had to do with expenses that were 
related to the running of the city. But to me, right now 
we are in a situation where, because we have decided 
that we want to put this particular amendment to the 
Act, I believe we have to be able to at least respect 
the belief that having those persons that are in the city 
and have businesses here and have an interest in 
making sure that the city functions and making sure 
that Bermuda does the right thing with respect to the 
city, I do not believe that we should be turning around 
and regressing. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am so disappointed when we 
start getting into things where people disagree. I can 
accept and I can disagree with you, but I am not going 
to go down the path of going into what I call regurgitat-
ing or rehashing things about the 1950s, the property 
votes, and talking about things that happened back 
then. My concern, Mr. Speaker— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
with respect. The Honourable Member— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, just a minute. 
 All right. Okay. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —is misleading the House— 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —on the point of regurgitat-
ing and reiterating. That is all the OBA is always— 
 
The Speaker: Okay, thank you— 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: — doing with regard to— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 All right. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I will repeat. 
I will repeat. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Member. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: My concern is that I can 
accept a strong argument and I can accept points that 
people make. But I am really disappointed when the 
weakness of your argument has to be turned around 
and bolstered by coming up with language and talking 
about things which are not what we are talking about 
right now because it means that you are introducing 
things to get emotion into this. 
 And Mr. Speaker, I believe right now we have 
to start to say that if we believe . . . and I truly believe 
that the residents here will be able to vote for council-
lors who will support them and who will do [what is in] 
the best interest. And I also believe that the ratepay-
ers will do something similar. Because as we go for-
ward, from my perspective, the most important thing is 
[that] whoever are elected are councillors that under-
stand their role, understand their responsibility, and 
understand that they have to be sure that they do not 
get tied up in conflict of interest items, they do not get 
tied up in doing things which, in the end, are not in the 
best interest of the people that they are supposed to 
be serving. 
 So Mr. Speaker, my concern right now is that I 
do not have a problem standing up here. And while I 
might be a Member of the Cabinet right now, I am an 
elected person and I am speaking now as it relates to 
what I believe is the right thing to do. I have no prob-
lem with supporting this particular amendment and I 
still believe . . . and I remember at the time when the 
then-Government (and now the Opposition) . . . I re-
membered at the time when they were putting it out. I 
started to do some research into what was happening 
in other countries and other jurisdictions. In [some] 
democracies there were still municipalities which had 
some form of vote [where] the residents had a vote as 
well as the businesses that were there. So I know it 
happened. 
 Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to get involved in 
this vote and in this discussion, so I did not turn 
around and list all the names. But to try and suggest 
that just because we are putting this is somehow a 
retrogression, something that is undemocratic, that is 
not done, Mr. Speaker, I do not think that is true. And I 
really believe that it is a red herring. 
 But I also think, Mr. Speaker, that I could just 
as easily turn around, and if I were going to use my 
rhetoric in terms of saying why this is possible, I could 
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turn around and say having first past the post is the 
wrong thing to do because we should have propor-
tional representation. That, based on the vote that we 
got, we do not have many more seats; but we are 
where we are. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe right now by turning 
around and doing this it gives us the opportunity to 
make sure that the ratepayers as well as the residents 
have the opportunity to elect individuals who will go 
out. And when they have the opportunity, I am really 
hoping that they will listen to those persons who put 
themselves forward and ask them to be voted on, that 
they will listen to them and they will listen to their rec-
ord and make sure that the people that they elect are 
people that bring some skill, some expertise, and 
bring some . . . I want to use my words carefully be-
cause I do not want to turn around and imply anything 
about whomever you elect. But I think it is very im-
portant that when you look at the individual and going 
forward, they look at the individuals and make sure 
that the persons are properly qualified and able to do 
the job. Because it is going to be an important election 
and I truly believe that this is something that will give 
both parties the right type of representation and the 
right opportunity. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 36, Sandys 
North. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the debate content from the 
Government—OBA—side of the House has been so 
intransparent.  

The problem is (and we all know what the 
problem is) business owners throughout this noble, 
great historic City of Hamilton today are unhappy, in-
capable of doing business or having any kind of truck 
with the current leadership in the corporation. They 
have, therefore, raised blockades and put stumbling 
blocks in their way. That is the problem. 
 And for the Minister of Finance to give it in 
code language, calling it an imbalance of interest, is 
just . . . it is astoundingly disingenuous. Call it what it 
is. This is where we are. It has been a most amazing 
dysfunction. In my entire time of watching our Corpo-
ration of Hamilton it has been the most amazing dys-
function, all based on and driven by that the boys and 
girls—the boys that Jim Woolridge (a former Member 
of this House) used to describe the oligarchy as—are 
not happy with the leadership down at the corporation. 
That is the problem. And to sugar-coat it by calling it 
an imbalance of interest is nonsense. 
 What it is is that they want to get back to the 
old days, the way things used to work with the old city 

fathers, with the conflict of interest. That is what it is. 
And it is precisely the reason why the city has stum-
bled and failed today. If there was a community of in-
terest, Mr. Speaker, if there was a healthy community 
of interest between blacks, residents and the corpo-
rates . . . this is a corporatist experiment that is being 
promoted today. A corporatist experiment. It is akin to 
what Mitt Romney foolishly bumbled into and stum-
bled into when he stood up and said that corporations 
are people too, when people in his audience were 
saying, Do not tax individuals—us Americans—tax the 
corporations. And his useless retort was, Corporations 
are people too. So when we tax corporations, we are 
taxing people. It was a death knell, one of the many 
death knells to his campaign, a presidential campaign. 
 But back to this, back to Bermuda. This is 
where we have . . . if we had a history, Mr. Speaker, 
of a community of interest, a history amongst white 
business owners in this country going back years 
where they worked with black investors, black capital, 
black intellectual capital, if we had that and we pro-
gressed together—this city, and the far reaches be-
yond the city into the parishes—we could go along 
with an extension that is being considered today. We 
could. But there is a trust deficit going on that is based 
on our history. 

The Government has been faced with trust 
deficits most recently with the “Enough” campaign. 
There has not been a trust deficit with working with 
black and white capital, or black and white intellectual 
capital. It has been a dreadful history, Mr. Speaker, 
and it is the reason for the problems. Which is the 
reason why many people will view this small initiative 
today to extend this advantage to ratepayers and 
business owners who have no ordinary residence in 
the city, which is the basic democratic principle for 
franchise exercise—some residents, some commit-
ment—and to recalculate and recalibrate the fact that 
they are paying taxes and operating in the city gives 
them the same weight in the scale as the committed 
residents there is a pack of . . . it is unsustainable, nor 
is it supportable because it does amount to a 
disproportionalism.  

As my colleague Mr. Roban indicated, it does 
give disproportionate influence [and] value to the 
business owners. And it gets you directly into a con-
flict of interest history that has brought the city to its 
knees in the first place. Triminghams is an excellent 
example, and many of the business failures. 

We will go much further if we have a genuine 
corporate community of interest in our country. But we 
have to first get past to the right diagnosis. It is not an 
imbalance of interest; it is a refusal—a stolid and 
stubborn refusal—to combine interest, talent, capital, 
investment ability in our country. And until we get past 
this we are going to keep making the silly mistake we 
are making today, which is trying to use legislation to 
organise and cure these problems. It will never hap-
pen with a piece of legislation. It is in the hearts and 
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minds of  men, mostly, and women, who are operating 
as the capital owners, the investment strength in our 
country. And unless and until it combines we will not 
progress. It is going to keep us way, way back. And 
this is the problem. 

An example of black enterprise introduction 
into the Corporation of Hamilton is with Sir John 
Swan. He was the first one to do it when he— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Perhaps Mr. Weir, but Sir 
John was the one who tried to introduce into the old 
city fathers’ old concepts of turning the city less into a 
rental place where businesses leave at five o’clock 
and introduce . . . he invested heavily. He put up mil-
lions of dollars’ worth of bricks and mortar and glass 
and steel to try to encourage this. This was a good 
idea. But you know he struggles, he is just one man. 

Historically, if there had been many more 
John Swans, Bassetts, Beans, Blakeneys, and 
Cannoniers, and Gordon-Pamplins cooperating with 
our native talents and skills, the city would have been 
more robust. There would have been less vacant in-
ventory up and down the streets that everybody la-
ments about. If I had a dollar for every person that 
complains to me about the vacant inventory of com-
mercial space in the country and how the PLP has 
thrown everybody out and frightened us all away, you 
know, if I had a dollar for every speech I get from 
people asking that you would . . . have you ever been 
to Atlanta where there is great black corporatism go-
ing on there with white corporatism? It fills office 
spaces, Mr. Speaker. It creates jobs. And it will not 
only do the city good, it would spread out across this 
. . . and to make Bermuda work . . . I mean, it is not as 
if you have to go across states. I mean, it is just a few 
parishes. It would percolate throughout the Island. 

So let us not deceive ourselves that we as 
legislators with one slight movement of the pen to in-
troduce ratepayers into the mix are going to sort out 
the city’s problems. It will not. We need changes of 
heart, changes of mind and mind set. And we need 
cooperation. We need cooperation. We need collabo-
ration between black capital and white capital, black 
investment creativity and white investment creativity. It 
is time we got there. This is a stupid, ridiculous, art-
less refusal to do the right thing in our country. And 
one piece of municipalities amendment will not pro-
gress make on this front. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think those are the observa-
tions I would like to make. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition from Warwick South Central, 
constituency 26. 
 You have the floor. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I know that over 
the last two years I have stood to my feet and I have 
said some things in this Chamber which really irritate 
Members opposite. I would even go so far to suggest 
it makes some lose sleep, Mr. Speaker. 
 But let me start my presentation by giving this 
not-so-subtle warning: The Corporation of Hamilton is 
one of those hazards that will sink the One Bermuda 
Alliance. Unfortunately, it is one of the many hazards 
that have been self-created, self-induced, self-inflicted 
by this current Government. 
 Now many of the backbenchers . . . obviously, 
I would say 75 per cent of the OBA caucus will have 
no idea what I am talking about. But I think that your 
experience over the last few years should inform you 
that I know exactly what I am saying. And the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton debacle, this affair, sooner rather 
than later, will be another nail in the coffin of the One 
Bermuda Alliance. Trust me; I know what I am talking 
about. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have to ask this question, and 
it is genuine: Is it a strategy of the OBA over the last 
month, maybe two months, to overwhelm us and 
overwhelm the public with such a poor and low level 
of governance that there is a hope that the people’s 
minds will become numb and desire not to dig deeper 
and investigate further? And is there a desire for such 
bad governance to become normalised?  

Is this the new norm that the people who vot-
ed (regardless of which way) are expected to accept? 
Because I will tell you what, Mr. Speaker, we know 
that there are many issues with the Corporation of 
Hamilton. And some will say that the level of govern-
ance there is poor. But others will say that the OBA’s 
record of governance is even worse. 

The difference is the Royal Gazette. That is 
the difference. The Royal Gazette on one hand, be-
cause the PLP is in Opposition now . . . because re-
member they were the Loyal Opposition when we 
were Government for the last two or three years but 
they have shifted all of their attention to the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton, nothing but vitriol. It actually reminds 
us that they are still the Royal Gazette, they have not 
adjusted. But on the other hand they turn a complete 
blind eye to every single poor level of governance by 
the One Bermuda Alliance. And that is the difference. 
That is why people cannot really make a comparative 
analysis between the two. But we are comparing. If 
we are going to cast judgment, we are comparing ap-
ples with apples, Mr. Speaker. There is no distinction 
between the two. It is of the same nature, it is just a 
different degree with a different level of attention by 
certain media in this country. 
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Now Minister Richards, the Honourable Minis-
ter of Finance, decided that to bolster the argument 
for this Municipalities Amendment he decided that he 
would refer to that old principle of taxation without rep-
resentation. Now on the surface, to the non-thinking 
mind it makes perfect sense. Of course, if you pay 
taxes you should be able to get representation. But in 
a democratic society that principle only applies to nat-
ural persons, Mr. Speaker, it does not apply to corpo-
rate personhood. When you try to bring the concept of 
corporate personhood into democratic principles and 
allowing the franchise, you are actually moving away 
from democracy and returning back to a system of 
oligarchy and monopoly, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: A diet of special interests, as 
was already indicated by one of my colleagues. Quite 
the difference from a balance of interests, but it is fed 
by a diet of special interest and this special interest 
gives the appearance as if the franchise is being ap-
plied equally when all the while it is the strings behind 
the curtain that are manipulating all events.  

And that is the problem with a diet of special 
interest. And I would say you get special interest on 
both sides of the political spectrum. But one thing is 
for certain, special interest does not and will never 
serve the greater good. And I do not care which per-
spective you are coming from, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance said earlier that the OBA Government is a free 
market government. Mr. Speaker, looking at this Mu-
nicipalities Amendment and their other activities and 
behaviour, to say that they are a free market princi-
pled party is to claim that the Archbishop of Canter-
bury is the Pope. Now, to the uninitiated it all looks the 
same—the ritual—everything looks the same. But Mr. 
Speaker, we know that the Archbishop of Canterbury 
is not a Catholic, he is an Anglican.  

The One Bermuda Alliance is not an advocate 
of free market principles. They are advocates of mo-
nopoly, oligarchy, special interests, basically corporat-
ism, Mr. Speaker, that marriage of political power with 
economic power for economic benefit alone. Corporat-
ism, Mr. Speaker, and that is what we see in this 
amendment—corporatism is written all over it. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, they also mentioned 
that there are other municipalities that actually have 
pursued this path that they are seeking to turn the 
clock back towards. And the only one I can really think 
of is the City of London. Yes, yes, let us focus on the 
City of London, because there is no greater city than 
it. And for those listeners who do not know the distinc-
tion, I am not talking about Greater London that has 
Croydon in the south and Egham out west and Harrow 
up north. I am talking about the square mile, Mr. 
Speaker, the centre of power, this city state called the 
City of London.  

Let me ask the question, do you— 
 
An Hon. Member: Like the Vatican.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Like the Vatican. 

Do you all in the opposite benches think and 
compare the Corporation of Hamilton to the City of 
London?  

Does the Corporation of Hamilton have livery 
companies? No.  

Does the Corporation of Hamilton have 
wards? No.  

Does the Corporation of Hamilton have the 
Inner Temple, the Middle Temple, Lincoln and Gray’s 
Inn? No. In fact, there is no comparison between the 
City of London, the square mile, and the Corporation 
of Hamilton.  

And even though there is no comparison, that 
model they have in the City of London (you can Wik-
ipedia it) is controversial. Of course it would be con-
troversial, Mr. Speaker, because it rose against the 
tide. It rose against the democratic tide of society. 
That is why it is controversial. 
 So tell me what about the Corporation of 
Hamilton is akin to the City of London? Nothing. So if 
that is the ultimate example to rationalise this 
amendment, that can be put in the dustbin too. It car-
ries no weight. Your argument is weak, what little ar-
guments have been provided from the opposite side 
this afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will close by saying this—no 
worries. Do not stress ourselves, Progressive Labour 
Party, my Members have already indicated, and I am 
going to reiterate it, as with a lot of pieces of legisla-
tion that we have had to be burdened with and suffer, 
Mr. Speaker, this will be one that we will use our legis-
lative powers when we assume Government to ensure 
that it finds the dustbin of history. So go right ahead. 
Do your thing. In time . . . we are going to be patient 
and we will right the wrongs, Mr. Speaker. That is 
what we will do. We will right the wrongs. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 
Community, Cultural Development and Sports. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I intend to be very brief in my 
contribution to this debate on this Municipalities 
[Amendment Act] because what I think is unfortunate 
is that we have listened to a person, to the Opposition, 
all of whom have contributed to this debate as being a 
one-sided equation on which somehow the business 
interest—we have heard it called special interests and 
whatever else and however else they want to contrib-
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ute—will have all the say and the poor residents in 
this democratic society are now being totally disen-
franchised and will never have the opportunity to say 
how things will work in the city. 
 But I looked at the legislation, Mr. Speaker, 
and the legislation, to me, is very clear from the per-
spective that there is a balancing arrangement based 
on the numbers of people that appear on the electoral 
register. So at a point in time at which the residents of 
the City of Hamilton create the numbers to which the 
Honourable Member from constituency 36 earlier al-
luded to, in terms of saying that we had former busi-
nessmen trying to encourage people to come and to 
live in the city at great expense having spent the 
money on, as the Honourable Member mentioned, 
bricks and mortar, glass and steel to have people 
come and live in the city—that is the ultimate aim. 

And what this legislation does is say that at 
that point in time that the people—the bodies, not the 
corporate body but the physical, natural bodies—will 
have the balance of power by their representation. 
Because the legislation says if the residents have “X” 
percentage—I think if it is two-eighths to three-eighths 
you get two, if it three-eighths to four-eighths you get 
three, if it is four-eighths to five-eighths you get four—
so if you are at four-eighths of residents and four-
eighths of businesses on the electoral register you 
rank pari passu, one with the other. That is what the 
legislation calls for. 

But then, Mr. Speaker, when we tip that bal-
ance and find that there are more residents in the city 
than there are corporations, the residents hold that 
balance of power. And I think that that is something 
that has been missed on the other side because the 
Members opposite want to continue to refer back to 
the days of oligarchy, to the days of special interests, 
to the days when Bermuda was something less than 
optimum as a society and as a community.  

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member had an 
absolutely valiant point when he mentioned (the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 36) that we have 
to start looking at how we can embrace and encour-
age money and talent to come together for the better 
good of the community. And he indicated that if such a 
situation obtained then maybe their party would be 
able to see their way clear to support this type of 
stretch, perhaps not in its present form, but a move 
towards this type of legislation. 

But Mr. Speaker, if you do not have the situa-
tion in which this is encouraged at the outset how are 
we going to get there? And it is not just a question of 
taking the legislative pen and making the comment 
that we are going to sign this into law today and to-
morrow all will be well, because we have seen there 
have been struggles. But let me just say with the situ-
ation respecting just the residential vote, Mr. Speaker, 
you will know that I am a city girl. We have property in 
the city. As a result of the new legislation, you might 
have a tenant who lives in the house in the city who 

has not paid any rent, who has not paid any share of 
the taxes, who gets to vote. The owner of that poor 
property who has got to find money out of their bank 
account, has got to make sure that the taxes are paid, 
has got to make sure that everything is paid, does not. 
So we kind of . . . you know, if you have tenant who 
has not paid the rent, you know, the landlord does not 
even have the money with which to pay the taxes. So 
the landlord has now got to dig into his own pocket 
from an external source in order to make sure that he 
does not have his home levied as a result of the de-
linquent taxation. 

This is the sort of thing that the Honourable 
Member would like to support and to encourage. That 
is what makes no sense. You have businesses, Mr. 
Speaker, in North Hamilton in which, historically, 
those owners of those businesses have the ability to 
vote in the corporation elections. But based on the 
changes that were made by the previous administra-
tion they no longer have that benefit because they are 
not living in the city, they are outside the city. I mean, I 
look at Jamaican Grill, as an example, perhaps one of 
the most progressive and one of the most successful 
businesses. The owners of that business . . . and I am 
just using them as an example. There are many oth-
ers who can fall within the ambit of this particular ex-
ample. But these are people who would have had the 
opportunity to vote to say, How is the money that I am 
putting in being spent? They do not have that ability. 

So it is like standing over . . . it might be okay 
for Members opposite to pooh-pooh the idea of sug-
gesting that you ought not to have representation if 
you are paying the money. But, Mr. Speaker, I am 
telling you that I do not think that that will bode well for 
good onward communication. I think that if you can 
say that I can work with the people who we have 
available to help to run the city and know that there 
can be positive contribution—both sides—both in 
terms of capital coming in one side and labour and 
talent coming in the other, that has got to be the best 
of all worlds. 

Mr. Speaker, you will know that in the old 
days when there was the corporate vote as well as the 
residential vote, the money that came into the tax pool 
of the corporation was literally determined by whoever 
was eligible to run and eligible to appropriate the 
funds from the city. 

And Mr. Speaker, I recognise that people can 
today not necessarily be residents of the city to be 
able to run as members of the corporation. But let me 
say that in the days when there was significant contri-
bution by the businesses to the coffers of the corpora-
tion, and the corporation had the ability to take that 
money, it is through those kinds of taxes and money 
that the corporation was able to acquire the level of 
assets that they had. That is beyond a shadow of a 
doubt. It is there. It is obvious. There is evidence. 

But Mr. Speaker, what you are saying is that 
you now have this pool of assets that are now going to 
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be run only by the residents, some of whom may be 
delinquent tenants with not one iota of financial acu-
men. Is that what the Members opposite are trying to 
advance? Because, I mean . . . and I am not saying 
that everybody. And I do not want anybody to think 
that I am suggesting that because people are natural 
persons that somehow they do not have any financial 
acumen. That is not what I am saying. But I am saying 
that there are those that would be in that position.  

There are those who run businesses, who 
have run their business into the ground. So they also 
do not have acumen. But what I am saying is that for 
all of the assets that have been garnered by the cor-
poration over the many, many, many years—masses 
and billions of dollars worth of properties and billions 
of dollars worth of assets—to suggest that . . . I think 
160 people voted in the last election. To say that it is 
appropriate for those 160 people to be the be-all [and] 
end-all of how the corporation runs, I just do not think 
that that creates the right balance. 

And when we look at the situation, Mr. 
Speaker, of saying that if you have got more busi-
nesses and less residents then the weighting is in fa-
vour of the businesses. When we can reach the stage 
of an equilibrium in which we have equal number of 
residents and businesses and then we can tip the 
scales the other way in which we have more residents 
than businesses. And this legislation is not just equi-
table in its application, but it just makes eminent good 
sense to say that if you have got the majority of the 
bodies on the register then you ought to be the ones 
to be able to call the shots. And I see nothing wrong 
with that. 

Let me say that I appreciate the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition as he made his comments 
for the concern that he has shown for the One Ber-
muda Alliance. But let me be real, Mr. Speaker. The 
Honourable Member and other Members opposite do 
not care one iota as to what happens with the One 
Bermuda Alliance. They are not trying to say, Let me 
contribute to trying to enhance and work together to 
improve the plight of Bermuda through municipalities 
or anything else. They have said from day one, You 
all have 14 months. Well, we have now gotten to 25 
months (I think I heard the Honourable Member refer 
to today). So I think that now they are sort of back-
tracking a little bit and saying, Okay, you all do what 
you want to do. By virtue of numbers this will succeed; 
however, when we have the opportunity, we will turn it 
back. 

And Mr. Speaker, there are times that we 
have to look at what is in the better good of the coun-
try. And if we start to look at the development to which 
the Honourable Finance Minister alluded, what you 
find is that we do not have the rush of people to come 
in at the moment. People were stung by some of the 
previous policies that they had been subjected to. 
People were reluctant, people have pulled away, and 
they are now adopting a wait-and-see attitude as to 

whether they want to come back, whether they want 
to develop a level of trust, and whether they want to 
now bring back some of this capital. We need this 
capital to come back, Mr. Speaker. We need it. And 
we need it on an equitable basis. 

So while we are not in any way, shape or form 
attempting to disenfranchise anybody, what we are 
doing, to the contrary, Mr. Speaker, is trying to ensure 
that the people who are paying taxes do have some 
reasonable and legitimate expectation to have a say 
in how the money that they are paying in is being allo-
cated. 

Mr. Speaker, I heard one Member opposite 
indicate that people do not have commitment to the 
city. Mr. Speaker, I cannot imagine any bigger com-
mitment than to come, pay . . . we heard this morning 
in one of the Bills that we discussed a little earlier 
what some of the rents are in the City of Hamilton. 
And you are saying that, you know, you might have a 
building that has $5,000 per month in service costs on 
top of $10,000-plus a month, coming up to like 
$15,000, 16,000 a month in rent and service costs, 
added to the share of taxation and the like, where you 
are over almost $250,000 that you are paying for rent 
in the city. And part of that contributes towards the tax 
base. But what you are saying is that, I am paying this 
much money to be here, but I have no say. I have ab-
solutely no say. That is just where I come unstuck. 

And are we looking at the ridiculous example 
that was being alluded to about saying will Southamp-
ton or Warwick, or whatever, end up having special 
votes? Or will people who now live at WEDCO or 
BLDC have an additional vote? Those are the kinds of 
spurious arguments that are being advanced that just 
absolutely do not make sense. 

If we cannot find a way to trigger growth in 
this economy, Mr. Speaker, then we are going to be 
doomed. And you know I am not one . . . I am not one 
to sing doom and gloom. I am the eternal optimist, Mr. 
Speaker. But we can only reach that position of nirva-
na (if I can put it that way) to say that if we all work 
together, we put all of our resources together, we em-
brace one another, we work together, then we can 
see how we can develop and grow our economy.  

The absence of it, Mr. Speaker, is pretty scary 
because we have seen the exodus of businesses. We 
have seen what lack of activity in the city does. And 
what better way to encourage and to entice people to 
come back into the city and to contribute than to know 
that at least ultimately there is some [form] of repre-
sentation, that they can have in the say of how the city 
is run, not necessarily only how their money is being 
spent. 

You know it is one thing to suggest (and I be-
lieve my honourable colleague from constituency 19 
alluded to it earlier) that we have to look at the quality 
of the people that we put forward to run for office. And 
I am not going to for one second say that any one 
person is better than anybody else, because we can 
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look at the mosaic that we have in this Honourable 
House of Assembly and we can say, So many men, 
so many minds. So I am never going to suggest that 
people . . . I will never denigrate the ability of individu-
als, Mr. Speaker. But what I will say is that if we do 
not have some level of discernment, Mr. Speaker, 
then I believe that we could find ourselves pretty well 
doomed. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member, from I 
believe constituency 36 who took his seat, or one of 
the Members opposite, spoke to how wonderful it 
would be if we were able to contribute . . . “native tal-
ent” was the word. And the names of Members on this 
side of the aisle were specified in the example. Now 
Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, I think inadvertently. But my 
learned colleague actually referred to Members of 
both sides of the House in his example, not just speci-
fied OBA Members. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. All right. Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I will take that, I 
will accept that, and I do not have a problem with that. 
 But let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that every 
single one of us, both that side to which the Honoura-
ble Member said his Member referred to Members on 
his side as well and I did not hear it, I just wrote down 
what he said when he said Cannonier and then he 
said me. And, fine, yes he did. 
 But let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that every 
single one of us is native. And when I hear comments 
coming from the Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 33 talking about “my people” and “our people” . . 
. we are all “our people,” Mr. Speaker. And the minute 
we can get that message through to Members oppo-
site we will have a better community.  

We had questions earlier today, Mr. Speaker, 
how many black people? How many white people? 
What can we do about the black people? What can 
we do about enhancing the plot of people, Mr. Speak-
er? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
point of order. 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: No, she said what you said. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: No. 
 
The Speaker: She said what you said, Honourable 
Member. Come on, she just said— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I did not say, What can we 
do about black people? 
 
The Speaker: No, you did not say that, right.  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: No, you did not say that. Yes, that is 
correct. You raised the issue about what can we do 
to— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Eliminate the racial dispari-
ty. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Eliminate the disparity. Yes. That 
is what he said. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: What, what— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Wasn’t that a crime? 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, take your seat. 
Take your seat. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! Honourable 
Member, that is far enough. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I 
believe very fervently in my heart of hearts that one of 
these days we will grow up. One of these days we will 
understand that both Leader of the Opposition Bean 
and Minister of Community, Culture and Sports Gor-
don-Pamplin are one in the same—Bermudians. That 
Honourable Member Gibbons and Honourable Mem-
ber De Silva are one in the same—Bermudians. That 
De Silva and Gordon-Pamplin and Bean and Gibbons, 
Honourable Members all, Mr. Speaker, are all Bermu-
dians. And when we start to recognise and stop this 
polarisation of the “us” and the “them,” Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



704 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And the Honoura-
ble Member has got it absolutely right—absolutely 
right: When we start treating each other in that man-
ner. 

And Mr. Speaker, let me just say that we saw 
. . . and this is just going to deviate for a second from 
the Municipalities Act, if I may, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Not too far. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I won’t go too far, 
but by analogy I think it is important to make the point 
that we saw not too long ago the 50th Anniversary of 
the BELCO riots. That was a . . . perhaps say City of 
Hamilton. I can call it part of the municipality, and I 
can stretch it, I suppose, to say that that celebration 
was recognised in the Bermuda Industrial Union prop-
erty, which is within the municipality, so I do not think I 
will have to stray too far away. 
 Mr. Speaker, the one thing that I can say—I 
know it is a stretch—the one thing that I can say, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the one thing that came through very 
loudly and clearly at that point in time, as we looked at 
how people who were adversaries through the pro-
cess were able to work hand in hand one with the 
other and sit on the same panel, is that they recog-
nised that there were issues that they faced in the 
1960s and that they were able to get through those 
issues notwithstanding the violence that occurred as a 
result in order to try and break down some of those 
barriers. But Mr. Speaker, that was all done so that we 
can all move on. So that we can all move on.  

So when I hear this “us” and “them,” I know 
when we talk about the blacks and the whites, the last 
time I looked in the mirror, Mr. Speaker, I was very 
black. I do not apologise for it. My political allegiance 
and my political philosophy may be a little bit different 
from Members opposite, but I look at the ethics that I 
saw in the home in which I grew up in, what I saw in 
terms of the efforts to try to make a better country. I 
do not wish to take up that mantle this many years 
later, 60 years later. 

So I say all that to say, Mr. Speaker, when we 
start to embrace one another, when we start to mini-
mise the suspicions that we have that everything that 
comes from this side of the aisle is as a result of some 
ulterior motive, then I believe . . . then and only then, 
Mr. Speaker, will I believe that we are on to some-
thing. But in the interim, Mr. Speaker, I believe that we 
can adopt this amendment, we can adopt this Bill that 
we have today. We can look; we can keep a watching 
brief on the outcome and, Mr. Speaker, believe that if 
the outcome of any piece of legislation that we bring 
on this side of the aisle does not accomplish the goal 
that we hoped to accomplish, we are big enough to 
say maybe that was not the right path down which we 
should have tread and, therefore, we are willing to 
look at it, have another think and to be able to make 
amendments.  

That is the difference, Mr. Speaker, between 
the “us” on this side, the “me,” the approach that we 
have and Members opposite. Live in the ’50s, live in 
the ’60s, talk about the oligarchy, talk about monopo-
lies . . . You know, we talk about monopolies . . . Mr. 
Speaker, let me just say real quick, the Honourable 
Member said, Oh, this crowd over there does not be-
lieve in free market. Mr. Speaker, we just saw that 
Government is facing a suit because it looked at the 
spectrum and said, No, we want to make sure that 
there is equity there. So you sort of take something 
away and people who have become comfortable in 
certain areas decide they want to fight against it. That 
is their prerogative so to do. But we look at the princi-
ple of the free market, we look at breaking down the 
monopolies that existed, but we also look at how peo-
ple can effectively be— 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Again, I do not know if it is 
inadvertent or not, but what you are referring to in tel-
ecommunications and spectrum allocation has nothing 
to do with free market principles. Sorry. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I was speaking to 
the issue of monopolies. 
 
The Speaker: Speak to the Speaker, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I was speaking to 
the issue of monopolies. 

Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that I support 
this movement towards having some equity because I 
hate to think that when I pay my money I have no say. 
And I know that every person opposite wants to know 
if they go downtown and they put their money down, 
they want to have something in return for what they 
have paid for. And to suggest that it should obtain any 
differently because there is a corporate element, 
which can be equalised and can be toppled with the 
influx of additional residents into the community or into 
the city or into the municipality, I think it is taking an 
overly simplistic view of things, Mr. Speaker, and per-
haps not giving the proper consideration to what it is 
that we are trying to accomplish. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
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 Are there any other Honourable Members 
who would care to speak? 
 The Chair will then revert back to the Minister 
responsible, Junior Minister Sylvan Richards. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, that was a very spirited debate. 
Some good arguments were made on both sides, and 
I think that is healthy. 
 Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence I would like 
to respond to the Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 6, the Honourable MP Wayne Furbert— 
 
The Speaker: Do not call, just say “6” do not call any 
names. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Stay away from the names. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. The Honourable 
Member from constituency 6, who was under the mis-
taken belief that as the owner of a commercial proper-
ty he was not entitled to a vote. And what I would like 
to do, Mr. Speaker, is read directly from the Municipal-
ities Amendment Act 2013, which this amendment 
that we are discussing today, the Municipalities 
Amendment Act 2015 is amending. 
 So with your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to read directly from page 3 of the 2013 Act. And it 
states as follows . . . on page 3 there is a section that 
inserts the following definitions into the Act and it ac-
tually defines a “business ratepayer” and I will read it. 
It says: 
 “‘[B]usiness ratepayer’ means the owner or 
occupier of a valuation unit within the municipal area 
of a Corporation—(a) which is used as business 
premises; and (b) in respect of which the owner or 
occupier is chargeable to rates.” For the layman, he 
pays taxes. 
 Then I will switch over, turn over to page 9 of 
the Municipalities Amendment Act 2013. There is a 
section that states who is eligible to vote in a munici-
pal election. And in section 9A(b)(ii) it says “in a busi-
ness ratepayers’ election, every registered business 
ratepayer of the Corporation is entitled to vote, but 
may vote only once.” 
 So to be clear, for the listening audience and 
everyone in the Chamber, the owner of a commercial 
property in Hamilton is entitled to a vote. The occupier 
of a commercial property is entitled to a vote. If you 
live in a residential unit in the City of Hamilton you are 
entitled to a vote. However, if you own a residential 
unit in the city, but do not live in the city, you are not 
entitled to a vote. 
 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Would you repeat that, Min-
ister, please. I am sorry. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Would you like me to go 
through all— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: No, just the first part. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: No, no, just the first part. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Some want to hear the 
first, some want to hear the— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, if you want to get 
anything you stand on your feet and you come 
through the Speaker. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: My apologies, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, well, you have done it too often. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: If I can beg for your indul-
gence. 
 
The Speaker: You would like for that to be— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I beg for your indulgence, 
Mr. Speaker, if he could just repeat that, those claus-
es again. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Sure, no problem. 
 First, the owner of a commercial property in 
the City of Hamilton is entitled to a vote. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The occupier of a com-
mercial property in the City of Hamilton is entitled to a 
vote. 
 If you live in a residential unit in the City of 
Hamilton you are entitled to a vote. However, if you 
own a residential unit in the city, but do not live in the 
city, you are not entitled to a vote. That is how it is 
defined in the Act. 
 Mr. Speaker, there was also mention of some 
other cities outside of Bermuda where there is a busi-
ness vote. And the Honourable Member, the Leader 
of the Opposition, mentioned the City of London. I am 
going to name some other cities that have a business 
vote. And this is by no means an all-inclusive listing: 
Montreal; Toronto; the City of London (as was men-
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition); Perth, Aus-
tralia; and Melbourne, Australia. British Columbia ac-
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tually had a business vote but removed it; however, 
they are now debating the return of the business vote. 
 
An Hon. Member: British Columbia? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, British Columbia. 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. 
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill 
now be committed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 It has been moved that the Bill be committed. 
Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. So I ask that the Deputy 
Speaker please take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 

House in Committee at 4:48 pm 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2014 

[MUNICIPALITIES ACT 2015] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 We are now in Committee of the whole 
[House] for further consideration of the Bill entitled, 
currently entitled, Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2014. 
 I call on the Minister in charge, please pro-
ceed. 
 

AMENDMENT TO TITLE 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I move that the Municipali-
ties Amendment (No. 2) Act 2014 be amended by de-
leting the title of the Bill and substituting the following 
title: Municipalities Amendment Act 2015. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 It has been moved that the Municipalities 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2014 be amended to read 
Municipalities Amendment Act 2015 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 Thank you. 
 
[Amendment to title passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

 I would like to move the clauses. There are 11 
in total, and I would like to move clauses 1 to 5 and 
then clauses 6 to 11. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to the pro-
posal of doing [clauses] 1 to 5 first? 
 There are no objections. 
 Please proceed [with clauses] 1 to 5. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I need to confirm with 
my technical officer, Madam Chairman. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: What we are doing is we are amend-
ing the title of the Bill and the citation in paragraph 
one by substituting the following: Municipalities 
Amendment Act 2015. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Minister, please proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 In clause 1, Madam Chairman, it will be nec-
essary to change the name of the Act from the Munic-
ipalities Act 1923 . . . to amend the Municipalities Act 
1923 to the Municipalities Amendment Act 2015. 
 
The Chairman: Actually what we are doing is we are 
amending the title of the Bill, and the citation in 
[clause] 1 by substituting “Municipalities Act 2015.” 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: And we have already agreed to that 
so we now proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 Clause 2 amends section 1(1) of the principal 
Act, and brings certain provisions inserted by the Mu-
nicipalities Amendment Act 2013 into full operation 
when this Bill comes into operation (which is when it 
receives the Governor’s assent). For consistency, mi-
nor amendments are made to certain definitions. The 
definition of “business ratepayers’ election” is amend-
ed to reflect the amendments that make the Parlia-
mentary Registrar responsible for the compilation and 
maintenance of the business ratepayers’ register. 
New definitions (of “business ratepayers’ Councillor”, 
“residents’ Councillor”, “nominee” and “subsidiary”) 
are inserted. 
 Clause 3 amends section 9 of the principal 
Act. Certain provisions of the section are repealed 
because they differ from the ordinary election proce-
dure prescribed by the Parliamentary Election Act 
1978. (The repealed provisions were meant to facili-
tate a system in which the Secretary of a Corporation 
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compiled and maintained the register, and forwarded 
it to the Parliamentary Registrar only when the final 
register, for the holding of an election, was to be pre-
pared.) 
 The amendment to section 9(2) is meant to 
make it clear that an extraordinary election necessi-
tated by a vacancy of a member who is a business 
ratepayers’ Councillor would require a business rate-
payers’ election to fill the vacancy and, similarly, a 
vacancy of a member who is a residents’ Councillor 
would require a municipal residents’ election to fill the 
vacancy. 

The amendment to section 9(3) makes the 
Parliamentary Registrar, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of a Corporation, responsible for appointing the 
polling day for a municipal election. It thereby enables 
the Parliamentary Registrar to determine the election 
timetable for a municipal election. As the Parliamen-
tary Registrar is responsible for administering the 
election, it is appropriate that she should be able to 
determine the election timetable for any particular 
election. 

Clause 4 brings the new section 9A into full 
operation when this Bill comes into operation. (Section 
9A was inserted by section 7 of the Municipalities 
Amendment Act 2013 and sets out who is qualified, 
not “entitled,” to vote in a municipal election.) 
 Clause 5 brings the new section 9B(1A) into 
full operation when this Bill comes into operation. 
(Section 9B(1A) provides for making different provi-
sion for a business ratepayers’ election, a municipal 
residents’ election and a mayoral election in an Order 
applying the Parliamentary Election Act 1978 to mu-
nicipal elections.) 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 5? 
 No other Members. 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Clauses 6 through 11. 
 
The Chairman: Moving clauses 6 through 11, please 
proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Clause 6 insets section 
9BA in the principal Act. It provides for the registration 
by the Parliamentary Registrar of municipal residents. 
All persons who are listed in the parliamentary register 
as ordinarily resident in the municipal area of the Cor-
poration are automatically registered in the municipal 
residents’ register. 
 Clause 7 brings the new section 9C (which 
provides for the registration of business ratepayers) 
into full operation when this Bill comes into operation. 
It also amends section 9C to make the Parliamentary 
Registrar, in consultation with the Secretary of a Cor-
poration, responsible for compiling and maintaining 

the business ratepayers’ register for the municipal 
area of that Corporation. It provides for restrictions on 
being registered, or voting, more than once in the 
same business ratepayers’ election. Clause 7 also 
repeals the regulation-making powers under section 
9C because the matters for which these powers were 
required are to be set out in the principal Act (as 
amended by this Bill). 
 Clause 8 inserts the following sections in the 
principal Act: [section] 9D (requirements for registra-
tion in the business ratepayers’ register); [section] 9E 
(registration of persons in a business ratepayers’ reg-
ister); [section] 9F (maintenance of the business rate-
payers’ register); [section] 9G (objections to registra-
tion), [section] 9H (the application of the Parliamentary 
Election Rules 1979 to municipal elections),;and [sec-
tion] 9I (punishment for giving false statements or in-
formation relating to registration in a municipal regis-
ter). 
 Clause 9 inserts section 18A in the principal 
Act. This section sets out the formula for calculating 
how many of the eight Councillors who are to be 
elected to each Corporation are to be business rate-
payers’ Councillors (to be nominated and elected to 
the Corporation by business ratepayers only), and 
how many are to be residents’ Councillors (to be nom-
inated and elected to the Corporation by municipal 
residents only). 
 Clause 10 authorises the Minister responsible 
for municipalities to make the Municipalities (Elec-
tions) Order 2015 which is contained in the Schedule 
to this Bill, notwithstanding section 9B(2) of the princi-
pal Act (which would otherwise make such Order sub-
ject to the affirmative resolution procedure) and sec-
tion 7 of the Statutory Instruments Act 1977 (which 
provides that, where the affirmative resolution proce-
dure applies, a statutory instrument shall not be made 
unless a draft of the statutory instrument has been laid 
before both Houses of the Legislature and a resolution 
approving the draft has been passed by each House 
and communicated to the Governor by message). 
 Clause 11 provides that this Bill shall not have 
effect in respect of any municipal election that may be 
held before the ordinary municipal election in May 
2015. In other words, this Bill shall have effect only in 
respect of the ordinary municipal election to be held in 
May 2015, and any municipal election (whether ordi-
nary or extraordinary) held thereafter. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 11? 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader 
from Warwick South Central, constituency 26. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
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 I refer to [clause] 7, which says, amends sec-
tion 9C, on page 4. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: [Sections] 9A, B, C, D, and E 
explain how a person can be nominated on behalf of a 
ratepayer to cast a vote on their behalf. And it also 
indicates that that person would be disqualified if their 
name is more . . . down twice, basically.  
 So, generally speaking, what this says is, if I 
own a commercial property in Hamilton, I can go and 
ask MP Commissiong, or nominate him, to cast a 
vote.  

I have a question. Does that mean that, for in-
stance, as a an example (and I am going to try to use 
as relevant an example as possible) the Honourable 
Grant Gibbons (I am being realistic)— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, because you are the guy. 

The Honourable Grant Gibbons owns 18 
commercial properties in Hamilton. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, I am not saying . . . what 
if— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Chairman, 
come on . . . as long as he says it is hypothetical—
because I do not. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
The Chairman: Well, it was clear. It was mentioned 
hypothetical, but we understand. We understand. 
 Member, you have the floor. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, it is a reason why I use . . 
. Listen, the reason I use 18 is because the Honoura-
ble Member has 18 colleagues. Okay? So the exam-
ple I am using is the Honourable Member, Dr. Gib-
bons, has 18 commercial properties. Who knows, he 
may have less, he may have more. Who cares? 
Right? But are you saying that this amendment indi-
cates that Dr. Gibbons can then nominate every single 
one of his colleagues to cast a vote based on the 18 
commercial properties he has? And so that means 
that Dr. Gibbons will have the power of 18 votes—
whether or not he is casting 18 votes himself or he 
has got 18 nominees, as long as those nominees cast 
one vote each. 
 Now, on the other hand, this legislation also 
indicates, probably by omission, that the Honourable 
Wayne Furbert, for instance, who, like Dr. Gibbons, 

does not live in the confines of the municipality, but he 
owns, instead of commercial property, 5 or 15 hous-
es— 
 
An Hon. Member: Residential. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —or 16 houses, residential 
properties. The Honourable Wayne Furbert has no 
votes whatsoever—none. So he cannot go and ask 
any of his colleagues from this side to go and cast a 
vote by virtue of the fact that he has 8 or 17, 16 prop-
erties. It just so happens that they are residential. So, 
is the Honourable Junior Minister telling us that there 
is discrimination written in this legislation? 
 
The Chairman: Are you asking for clarification? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I would like . . . I am clarifying 
. . . I am asking for clarity, but I am also indicating that 
that is what we perceive. Because if Dr. Gibbons who 
lives South Shore somewhere, wherever, you know, 
and Honourable Furbert lives Crawl, whatever, neither 
live in Hamilton, but Dr. Gibbons is empowered for 18 
votes and the Honourable Wayne Furbert has been 
disenfranchised. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Now, I need to know if that is 
constitutional. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. We will ask the Minister. 
Yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, he is not ready to an-
swer so I was going to . . . you know— 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But I can sit down. 
 
The Chairman: No, if you have another question, 
please. Please. Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I just would like to know does 
the Junior Minister agree with us that there is poten-
tially a constitutional issue of discrimination based on 
the fact that a commercial so-called ratepayer has 
proxy votes and the residential landowner does not. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 To address the first scenario that the Honour-
able Leader of the Opposition laid out, each business 
ratepayer has an ID number and, regardless of how 
many properties, there is only one vote. So if, you 
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know, the Honourable Grant Gibbons owns multiple 
properties, he has one ID, he gets to vote. There is 
only one vote, regardless of how many properties that 
he owns. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: I believe you are going to refer back 
. . . are we are going to refer back . . . Members, 
Members! I believe that the Minister is going to review 
the answer, so if we want to . . . he is just going to 
review the answer. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: Yes, thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Actually, Madam Chairman, 
while he is getting advice— 
 
The Chairman: You can proceed. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —we would like to know 
which part of the legislation actually . . . I might have 
missed it. But which part of the legislation explicitly 
states the point that he just made? 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That there is, for instance, the 
Honourable Grant Gibbons, although he might own 18 
commercial properties, because he registers as a 
ratepayer, he only is going to be allowed to have one 
vote. 
 
The Chairman: Well, we are going to get clarification 
on that. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, please. Thank you. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 13, Devonshire North Central. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, in the communications 
industry it is known as dead air. So Madam Chairman, 
you might want to let the public know that the Junior 
Minister is being consulted to try and get an answer. 
 
The Chairman: Actually, I have done that, but thank 
you very much for reiterating it. You are correct. Dead 
air is not something that we are all very comfortable 
with. We think we are off the air and we start banging 
it and we have broken down. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 

The Chairman: Thank you, the Chair recognises the 
Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: We just had to huddle 
with the technical officers. I am going to read from the 
Municipalities Act 1923— 
 
The Chairman: The original. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —section 9C . . . (9B). 
And it states: “A person shall not be qualified to be 
registered in a business ratepayers’ register (whether 
in his own right or as a nominee) more than once at 
any time.” [Reading from the Municipalities Amend-
ment (No. 2) Bill, 2014, clause 7] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises the Leader of the Op-
position. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am sorry. 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Junior Minister could you . . . 
was that [section] 9C of the substantive 1923 Act?  
 
The Chairman: The 1923 Act. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Section 9C what? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: It is the Municipalities 
Act 1923, 9C— 
 
The Chairman: To  9D. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —and it is [clause] 7, 
[section] 9C(h) of the 2015 amendment that inserts 
subsections (9A) to (9E). This is subsection (9C) and 
it is section (9B) on page 20, if you have it. Okay? 
 So I am reading  (9B) it starts with “A person.” 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, I am not . . . just continue 
reading. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: “A person shall not be 
qualified to be registered in a business ratepayers’ 
register (whether in his own right or as a nominee) 
more than once at any time.” Okay? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay. 
 But, Madam Chairman— 
 
The Chairman: Yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That still does not satisfy my 
inquiry. Basically, Dr. Gibbons . . . and, again, just for 
the sake of example— 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



710 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Dr. Gibbons can register 
once. But Dr. Gibbons has 18 properties. Can Dr. 
Gibbons have 18 nominees? 
 
The Chairman: For the various properties. 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And the Junior Minister says, 
No. And I would like to know where in this amendment 
or this substantive Act does it indicate that the answer 
is no. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. It is important that we get 
a clear answer that we all understand. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Junior 
Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: Please. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would like to . . . okay, I am going to read it 
out. I am referring now to the Municipalities Amend-
ment (No. 2) Act 2014, [clause 7] (9B). 
 
The Chairman: And you are referring back to the 
original? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: No. This is the Bill be-
fore the House. 
 
The Chairman: This is the Bill that is before the 
House. Could you now start again? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. 

The Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 
2014, which is now the Municipalities Act 2015 (we 
changed the name). 
 
The Chairman: Correct. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay, the title. On page 
4, [clause 7], (9B) says, “A person shall not be quali-
fied to be registered in a business ratepayers’ register 
(whether in his own right or as a nominee) more than 
once at any one time.”  

So the owner only gets one vote. 
 
An Hon. Member: Even if it is multiple? 
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Even if it is multiple. 
Even if they own multiple units, they get one vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to . . . thank you, the Chair now recognises the Shad-
ow Whip from constituency 3. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, and there is some misun-
derstanding here, so please excuse us while we try to 
get to the crux of this. 
 I think what my Honourable Leader was trying 
to ascertain is whether or not those who are operating 
within those businesses have a separate vote as well. 
 And I do have one other question: If you have 
a parent company that has several subsidiaries under 
it, do they qualify to vote? I just want clarification, yes. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The tenants yes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: The tenants, yes. But not the 
. . . not subsidiaries. Okay, thank you. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Junior Min-
ister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, the Chair recognises the 
Member from Pembroke South East, constituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 It still boggles the mind that they have ex-
tended a franchise to business ratepayers at the same 
time leaving the owners of residential properties out of 
the mix as was brought out earlier. 
 I guess that would have been a bridge too far 
in terms of public opinion for them to go on. I am pret-
ty sure it was probably— 
 
The Chairman: So we are on clause— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —it would have liked to 
have gone that way. 
 
The Chairman: Which clause are you on, please? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Clause 7, [clauses] 1 to 5. 
No, no. We have gone past 1 to 5 now. 
 
The Chairman: We are now on . . . discussing claus-
es 6 to 11. 
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Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. Clause 8, 9D(1)(c), 
says that “the Parliamentary Registrar is satisfied that 
a person is qualified to be so registered and, where he 
has appointed a nominee to vote on his behalf, that 
such nominee is qualified to be so appointed.”  

And then it goes on to state that the nominee 
only has to have “an instrument in writing.” Is that 
enough? Is that the only qualification for a nominee 
being able to vote, having simply a letter from the 
substantial business owner or commercial property 
owner? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Junior Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am sorry, can you re-
peat that for me one more time, Honourable Member? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Surely. 
 Clause 8 . . . 9D(1)(c), on page 5. It speaks of 
the nominee and says that “the Parliamentary Regis-
trar is satisfied that the person is qualified to be so 
registered and, where he has appointed a nominee to 
vote on his behalf, that such nominee is qualified to be 
so appointed.” 

The next subsection under that outlines that 
what the nominee will simply require would be “an 
instrument in writing, in such form as the Registrar 
may determine, setting out the full title or description 
of the business ratepayer, the valuation unit owned or 
occupied by the business ratepayer and the full name 
of the person appointed, and shall be authenticated in 
such manner as the Registrar may determine.” 
 My question was whether that is the only qual-
ification that the nominee will need in order to vote on 
behalf of the ratepayer in question. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Junior Minister? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Honourable 
Member. I understand the question. The answer is 
yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Shadow Whip 
from constituency 3. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 The question is this: Based on the example 
given— 
 
The Chairman: Are we going to go back to the same 
clause? Please just help me. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, we are still on . . . what 
was it? Clauses 6 through 11 was it? I cannot remem-

ber which clause it is because I just closed my . . . but 
I think it was . . . which clause was it? Was it 9? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, [clause 8] 9D(1)(c). 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Based on the example given 
by the Honourable Leader with the 18 businesses, if 
each of those businesses has a separate valuation 
number, do they then have a separate vote? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: No, we will have the answer from the 
Minister, the Junior Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: I would prefer if there is not cross an-
swering because, unfortunately, the individuals on the 
other side cannot hear the answer, including myself. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am sorry. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. The Chair recognises the 
Shadow. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Can you repeat the 
question, Honourable Member? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: If one person owns 18 different 
businesses that have separate valuation numbers, is 
there then the ability to have 18 separate votes? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. Electors, then, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, exactly, based on the fact 
that you can nominate someone to vote. 
 
The Chairman: Members, I am going to ask you 
again. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: What happens is when you ask a 
question and then someone else adds to it we do not 
get to hear what that adding is. So— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Okay. Shall I— 
 
The Chairman: So it is not quite fair. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Shall I repeat the question, 
Madam Chairman? 
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The Chairman: The whole question would be great. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Okay. 
 If a person owns 18 businesses that are oc-
cupied under 18 separate valuation numbers or units, 
does that now mean . . . or does that qualify for having 
18 separate votes since you can have nominees? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. Thank you very much. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. The Chair recognises the 
Minister of Tourism and Transport from constituen-
cy 31, Southampton West Central. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, it was just explained to me, 
as I am in the closest proximity to technical officers. 
From an administrative perspective, the owner of a 
business, whether it is one or multiple businesses in 
Hamilton, will have to list all of their businesses (his or 
her businesses) on the application form. The adminis-
trator will then designate a primary company under 
that particular individual . . . okay, under the valuation 
unit owned, as there will be a primary valuation unit. 
All the other ones become nullified and that person 
then is registered, and only that person can vote once 
or have one nominee vote in that person’s place. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So there is no multiple 
nominees or voting. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I believe it says at the 
Registrar— 
 
The Chairman: Wait a minute, Member. Member, 
unfortunately what happened is we did not get to hear 
the question. So we hear an answer, but we do not 
know what the question is. 
 Thank you, the Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 35. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: In light of the response that 
the Minister of Tourism just gave, can I ask the Minis-
ter of Tourism for clarification on that?  

Is that as one entity who may have many 
businesses or a couple of businesses operating under 
one roof, or if I have businesses around town that are 
different entities? So I may have a bakery store here, I 
may have a bike rental over there, I may have a cloth-
ing store over here. Do I get separate for each of 
those? Or if that scenario . . . if all three are under the 
same roof do I get one? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister from con-
stituency 31. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. 
 It has been explained to me, if you look at it 
(and the Junior Minister read it out) on page 4, (9B), 
“A person shall not be qualified to be registered in a 
business ratepayers’ register” (so there is your regis-
ter, a business ratepayers’ register) “(whether in his 
own right or as a nominee) more than once.” That is 
the law, okay? The law is administered through poli-
cy— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You asked me where it 
was. I am saying that what I explained was the policy 
of how they are going to administer that section. So to 
answer all the questions, you can only vote once, no 
matter how many businesses, no matter what type of 
business, and subsidiaries are not able to vote. So it 
is just one vote. So we can at least clarify that one 
vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 34, Sandys South Central, the Shadow Min-
ister of Health. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I 
just want to confirm something and, perhaps, I missed 
this, or no doubt the drafters will be able to assist. 
How are we able to sit here and amend section 9C of 
the 2013 Act when it is not actually in force yet? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I remember that question 
was asked before and— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Oh. It was asked before 
. . . it is in a separate piece of legislation where you 
can amend legislation that has been passed and not 
brought into effect. You asked that before about an-
other piece of legislation. It is in a separate piece of 
legislation that you are able to amend before it is 
brought into operation. 
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The Chairman: Thank you. 
 I will reiterate again. It will be a lot easier if 
you are allowing me to recognise you before we re-
ceive an answer. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 15, Pembroke East. 
 Mr. Walter H. Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 I go to clause 7, (9C) where it speaks of . . . I 
am sorry, (9B) “A person shall not be qualified to be 
registered in a business ratepayers’ register (whether 
in his own right or as a nominee) more than once at 
any one time.” 
 Can it be clarified that to be a nominee there 
is . . . is there a requirement for a person to be on the 
Parliamentary Register and/or to be a Bermudian? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Shadow [sic] Minis-
ter. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 The answer is yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Junior. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much, Junior Minis-
ter. 
 I thank you, the Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 15. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 I would like the Junior Minister to make it 
clear—yes to what? Is it actually . . . do they have to 
be a Bermudian? And yes, do they have to be defi-
nitely on the Parliamentary Register? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Because that is not clear. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Junior Min-
ister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Yes, they have to be a Bermudian and they 
have to be on the Parliamentary Register to vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader 
from constituency 26. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 The Honourable and Learned Minister of 
Tourism— 
 
The Chairman: To the same . . . to the same? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, I am just reverting back to 
his last answer because we moved along, but the 
Honourable Minister referred to a clause that spoke to 
the ratepayer. All right? And then he mentioned some-
thing about law and policy. I would like for the Hon-
ourable Minister to tell us what is the policy and what 
is the law. Because the question is, that yes, we un-
derstand that when . . . since ratepayer Gibbons gets 
one vote or gets registered once, now what is the pol-
icy, or is there a policy that says he is going to get one 
vote? Or is it law? And if it is law, where is it indicat-
ed? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 31. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The law was read on 
page 4, 9C. That is the law.  
 
An Hon. Member: Of the Act. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Act before the 
House. The Act before the House where it says that 
you are only registered once. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And then you seem to be 
asking questions how is that actually figured out if you 
have got actual businesses, and I was explaining the 
administrative process (which would be the policy). 
You put all your businesses on one application. You 
are allocated a primary, and you only get one vote or 
one nominee. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. And that would actually 
be under clause 7. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 18, Pembroke West Central, Mr. E. 
David G. Burt. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, speaking hypothetically, of 
course— 
 
The Chairman: Clause? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am on clause 7 that is talking 
about the amending of section 9C.  
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Speaking hypothetically, of course, the 
amendments that are taking place here were speaking 
about, specifically in 9D, inserting a “natural person” 
or actual “individual.” Is it conceivable that if an indi-
vidual were to own 18 companies and 18 companies 
had 18 different locations, like you know, they all had 
a different location, and this person who is the sole 
owner of these 18 companies can designate 18 differ-
ent nominees to vote? 
 
The Chairman: No, I believe we have actually heard 
that . . . several times. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But here, if I may— 
 
The Chairman: Please. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: If I may, if I am looking at the 
amended [2013] Act. It says in [9C(5)], “The nominee 
of a business ratepayer in a municipal area shall be 
an individual natural person registered in the parlia-
mentary register for Bermuda other than a registered 
municipal resident of the municipal area.”  

“[9C(6)] The nominee of–(a) a company shall 
be a director, manager, secretary, or other similar of-
ficer or (if no such person is available) an employee, 
of the company.”  
 So if I own 18 companies and if I have 18 
companies in 18 different locations and they are in the 
City of Hamilton, I can nominate 18 persons for those 
individual locations? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Is that correct or not? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Tell me where that is not correct. 
 
The Chairman: The Junior Minister will respond. 
 Thank you, the Chair recognises the Minister 
from constituency 31. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The answer is no. And 
we explained it. You will only be allocated one valua-
tion— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: You are not right. She is telling 
you, you are not right. She is telling you, you are not 
right. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, exactly. She is telling 
you, you are wrong. I am reading the Act. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. We are just seeking ad-
vice. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, he does. Yes, he does. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister from con-
stituency 31, the Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I guess I am learning my lesson of stepping 
into the fray. So I think earlier the conversation was 
about valuation units, so owning separate buildings. 
And people were talking about owning separate 
homes as opposed to separate buildings. So if there 
are multiple valuation units and there is one owner, 
then that owner is only registered once against one 
primary valuation unit. If someone has separate and 
distinct . . . now, if they have a company with multiple 
subsidiaries, you only have one. Subsidiaries do not 
have . . . but if they are separate companies, distinct, 
then yes you have multiple votes, yes. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What? So, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair now recognises the Oppo-
sition Leader from constituency 26. 
 You have the floor. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So, thank you— 
 
The Chairman: I need to listen and hear, thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Chairman. 
 So listening to the explanation from the 
Learned Minister of Tourism, let me revert to my origi-
nal example of Dr. Gibbons— 
 
The Chairman: We are going to omit names now. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, okay. 
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The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My mate Woodstock. 
 
The Chairman: No, we are not. We are simply going 
to say numbers. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Let me revert back. Let me 
revert back to the original question then. If someone 
has, for instance Sir John Swan . . . Okay?  
 
The Chairman: No, we are not going to refer to any 
individual— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is like kindergarten. 
 
The Chairman: Just say a number. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Look, if he has 18 different 
businesses, in other words, Bermuda Motors, Burrows 
Lightbourn, Colonial . . . as examples— 
 
The Chairman: No, we are not going to use examples 
at this time. 
 
[General uproar] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is Parliament! This is not 
a kindergarten! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Chairman: Have a seat! Have a seat! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This isn’t kindergarten. Grant 
Gibbons appeals to your sensitivity? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much! 
 Would you like to continue? And if you 
would—wait—there are instructions. And those in-
structions are we not using hypothetical. We can use 
numbers, you can say a businessman, you can say a 
homeowner. Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, I just need someone to 
answer my question because I have asked the ques-
tion 10 times— 
 
The Chairman: I agree, I agree— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —since we have been dealing 
with this debate. 
 
The Chairman: I agree, I agree. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If someone has 18 separate 
businesses— 
 
The Chairman: Member. 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —do they get 18 separate 
votes through nominees?  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The answer came back as 
yes. So I spent the whole hour going around in circles 
because the Government does not have clarity on the 
legislation that they have tabled. 
 
An Hon. Member: Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is a problem. 
 
The Chairman: Member— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We should not be ridiculed 
because we are holding them to account and getting 
sensitive. This means that there is a loophole, or there 
is an issue, because it comes back to constitutionality. 
It comes down to discrimination. And I asked you ear-
lier, What is this policy? It is not expressly written in 
law. If it is not expressly written in law, that is what we 
call a loophole. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
The Chairman: Member— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And our job at the Committee 
level is to identify it and close down loopholes or we 
would suggest that you rise and report and fix your 
mess and get yourself in order. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises . . . and I have to 
say this right now. There was a lot of time that we 
needed to spend to get the answers. And I believe 
that everyone in the room wants to get as accurate an 
answer as possible, so if it takes a little longer then I 
think it is worth the effort. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 

You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Maybe this is why we also find the proportion-
al representation— 
 
The Chairman: You are going to help me to— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: On the same issue. 

—why we may find a proportional representa-
tional model here because then they are ensuring that 
they are going to be able to— 

 
The Chairman: What clause is it? 
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Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Clause 7. 

They are going to be able to be sure to mini-
mise the power of the vote of the residents. The resi-
dents, by way of this formula, with the way they have 
stacked the deck, will be ensured that they will get no 
more than two or three seats representing their inter-
ests. And so through the back door they have brought 
about the same scenario to some degree that we had 
pre-1998 or pre-2009. 
 
The Chairman: And your question is, please? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am just echoing the com-
ments of my Honourable Party Leader, and I am ask-
ing that they also . . . I am joining him in saying that 
they should rise and report on this. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 15, Pembroke [East]. 
 Mr. Walter H. Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Speaking to clause 7 again— 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: This particular issue, and the 
issues that we have brought to the attention around 
this, does hearken back to a time when such practices 
were very clear, when in a previous time in this coun-
try’s history people used to subdivide land at a time of 
election and assign persons to each subdivision so 
they could go and vote. This is almost an exact sort of 
replica of a similar practice. 

So when we bring the caution we do to what 
we see as a potential loophole, it is serious. And 
clause 7, when you line it up against 9C in the previ-
ous 2013 Act it is very clear that this nominee process 
does create an opportunity to potentially multiply . . . 
one person multiplies the amount of persons who can 
actually participate in the voting process. That is con-
trary to the interests of those who are residents. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Opposition 
Leader from constituency 26. 
 You have the floor. Could you just make sure 
it is clause . . . 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 And before I . . . there is another issue, and 
that is the stacking of the deck. We are talking about 
page 7, clause 9, 18A(2)(i) through . . . well, [subsec-
tion (2)](a) and (b). 

Does the Junior Minister have any indication 
that when or if this Bill is passed, the amount of busi-

ness ratepayers that would be eligible to vote? Be-
cause it appears, based on the criteria in the clause I 
just referred to, that the resident municipal ratepayer 
will be severely disenfranchised and marginalised. 

Now in addition to that, based on what we 
have just experienced over the last half an hour, 
where the Government is really not clear on this legis-
lation, and I think they will acknowledge the evident 
discriminatory clauses contained within, I would en-
courage the Junior Minister to rise and report and 
come back so it is clarified and then we can continue 
this discussion. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General 
from constituency number . . . what constituency are 
you? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Nine. 
 
The Chairman: Nine. 
 Thank you very much. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chairman, I have had 
a word with the technical advisor from my Chambers 
there and the answer to this is quite simple. 
 
The Chairman: Clause . . . which clause? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: [Clause 7] 9B. 
 
The Chairman: 9B? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Page 4 of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: But that is going to be [clause] 7? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Subsection 9. 
 
The Chairman: Clause 7? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, clause 7. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: So a person who owns a 
property, however many properties they own, only 
gets one vote, whether by themselves or through a 
nominee or otherwise. There is only one vote. And a 
person is a legal person, which can be a live person 
or it can be a corporate entity, either way. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: All right, well that is it. That is 
the answer. 
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The Chairman: Talk to the Chair, please. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, it is. No, no, no, no. 
 
The Chairman: Talk to the Chair, please. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, Madam Chairman, that is 
the answer and that is . . . there is no loophole in-
volved. That is the story. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to— 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Point of clarification. We just 
had— 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 3. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 We have already had an answer to our ques-
tion that clearly stated that if there are 18 different 
properties with . . . companies under different valua-
tion numbers, that means that translates into 18 dif-
ferent votes.  
 Now the Honourable Attorney General is com-
ing and saying that 9B somehow answers . . . I do not 
even know what it is supposed to answer now. Yes, it 
discounts it because it has been made very clear in 
this Honourable House that 18 valuation numbers are 
entitled to 18 separate votes—companies—I keep . . . 
yes, sorry. Okay? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: And that was already an-
swered, Attorney General. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, I was just explaining— 
 
The Chairman: The Chair now recognises the Attor-
ney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chairman, I am 
obliged. 
 It is a legal person. So a legal person can be 
a company, so a company can have one vote, right? 
So— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

The Chairman: Thank you, please. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Eighteen companies can have 
18 votes.  

Companies are not usually owned by a per-
son who owns large buildings; they are usually groups 
of shareholders. But they have . . . you could not 
change it otherwise, I am afraid, Madam Chairman. 
So that is a fact and it is no . . . there is no loophole or 
lacuna, that is the law. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Opposition 
Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 In spite of the Attorney General’s comments, 
again, I would encourage the Government to rise and 
report and then next week or the week after next, 
once clarity is forthcoming, we can proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chairman, the— 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Attorney 
General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged, Madam Chair-
man. The matter is clear and we are not rising and 
reporting progress. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: It is. I think it is just that the 
Members are not happy with it, but a company can 
have a vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Whoever owns that company 
can have one vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: If it owns a building, it has one 
vote, yes. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair . . . I cannot have two peo-
ple standing to the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: If a company has 18 proper-
ties it has one vote. It is one vote. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, but, a company—a com-
pany—has one vote. So this company has one vote, 
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this company . . . if they are different buildings, each 
one has one vote. 
 
The Chairman: Member, Member, if you would speak 
to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chairman, I am 
speaking to the Chair. 
 
The Chairman: It is easier if we can hear the ques-
tion. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am speaking to the Chair. 
Each company has one vote. If it owns a piece of 
property, or however many pieces it owns, one com-
pany has one vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Point of order, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, point of order. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 34. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 I believe that the Honourable and Learned 
Attorney General is, albeit not intentionally, misleading 
this House because you cannot stand here and read 
section 9B without proceeding to read clause (a) that 
speaks specifically to the valuation unit and the issue 
concerning a nominee.  

So back to the original question: If a company 
owns 18 properties that have 18 separate valuations 
by virtue of 9D(1)(b) and (c), they can have 18 nomi-
nees.  

The proviso goes on to speak about if a per-
son is registered and then registers themselves in a 
different area then they are . . . more than once, then 
they are disqualified from voting and the penalties ap-
ply. 
 We are speaking about a situation where it is 
a company that has 18 separate valuation units. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chairman— 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Attorney 
General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: As I pointed out at the begin-
ning, a person is a legal person, which includes a liv-

ing person or it includes a corporate entity. That is a 
person within that and they have one vote. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, clause 7 I am speaking 
to. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And I just find this really un-
believable. Tiresome as well.  

You know, we are here to enact legislation 
through the parliamentary process. We . . . and that is 
why I wish we had cameras here for the public to see 
because you had all of these huddles—the substan-
tive Minister in the House, the Shadow Minister con-
ferring, the Attorney General weighing in, the Minister 
of Tourism giving his interpretation—and they are all 
at odds with each other, which is why we, for the last 
hour, have been going around in circles. And there is 
still no clarity. 
 What I would implore would be the reasonable 
suggestion and recommendation that the Government 
rise and report, get their act together so that they can 
come back where there is no clarity needed to inter-
pret English words in the document. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 The Chair recognises the Shadow Minister of 
Finance from constituency 18, Mr. E. David G. Burt. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Clause 7, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And just to be clear, as many 
Members on this side have urged the Government to 
rise and report progress, I think the sentiment is clear. 
Now the question is, and I just want to make it clear, if 
the Government does not rise and report progress, if 
they put it through, they are then saying that it is okay 
to own 18 companies in Hamilton and that it is now 
okay to control 18 different votes—a single individual. 
If one person can control multiple votes, it is a prob-
lem. And it is something that they should look at and 
make sure they fix. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
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 Thank you. The Chair now recognises the 
Member from constituency 6, Hamilton West, the 
Honourable Wayne L. Furbert. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And my colleague, I think, 
made a valid point. It is a control— 
 
The Chairman: Are you speaking to clause 7? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, I am. It is the control of 
those votes. All right? If Mr. A owns 20 individual 
companies, who do you think controls those votes? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It is one person that controls 
all those votes. It is the control of the votes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 36, Sandys North, the Honourable Mi-
chael J. Scott. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 And does not the Attorney General— 
 
The Chairman: Clause 7? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Clause 7. 
 Does the Learned Attorney General 
acknowledge and recognise that the definition of 
“nominee” is the equivalent of “proxy”? You carry the 
mandate of the principal, the person who has nomi-
nated you. So there is a clear nexus between the 
elector corporation and the outcome of the desired 
resulting vote. That is what nominees do. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Does he acknowledge that? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 21, 
the Shadow Minister of Human Affairs, Mr. Rolfe 
Commissiong. You have the floor. 
 Clause? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. I want to get 
some clarification from you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I wonder if we have an is-
sue here that to me it is an omission that has not been 

covered in the respective clauses and that is: When 
will be the cut-off date for registration? We know the 
election is due as prescribed here in May. When will 
the cut-off date be for that election in May? And who 
will have responsibility for issuing that cut-off date? I 
assume it would be the Parliamentary Registrar. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 That actually is not in the legislation we have 
before us, but we will see whether we can get an an-
swer for that from the Junior Minister. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: It is a lacuna that I would 
like to have addressed. 
 
The Chairman: But it is not part of the legislation 
which we have in front of us. 
 Thank you. The Chair— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: But critical to the conduct of 
the upcoming election in only a few months. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Opposition 
Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Chairman, I am going 
to turn and ask the— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Chairman: I am sorry. I cannot hear you very 
well. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Chairman, I am going 
to turn and address the Premier because I know that 
the Junior Minister is in consultation with the technical 
officers and I see Senator Minister Fahy. 
 
The Chairman: You have to address the Chair. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is it the Premier’s inclination . 
. . is he inclined to rise and report? Or are you going 
to proceed? And that way we can just stop the back 
and forth. We are suggesting to rise and report. It is 
the OBA’s decision; they do it on their own accord. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 The Chair recognises the Minister from con-
stituency 31, the Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell. 
You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, it has 
been— 
 
The Chairman: Clause 7? 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



720 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. It has been difficulty 
trying to traverse through this, but I think it would be 
useful if we just got a meeting of the minds in terms of 
what the Opposition finds objectionable, as I believe 
the Opposition Leader highlighted concerns of dis-
crimination.  

If in the unlikely situation, because you have 
. . . you know, we have to understand that companies 
. . . a properly limited liability company will have multi-
ple owners, as you know, many shareholders in the 
company. And in order to own that company you 
would have to have more than 51 per cent of the 
company. So the scenario that was created is an ex-
traordinary scenario that someone is going to own 
multiple, separate companies and own more than 
51 per cent shares in all of those companies. Okay? 
But technically—technically—the scenario is correct.  

Just so we are clear, what the Attorney Gen-
eral was saying very clearly was that every company 
in its own right is a legal entity, irrespective of who the 
shareholders are, and that company has a right to 
vote. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. If a company owns 
multiple buildings—one vote. If a person owns multi-
ple buildings—one vote. Now it sounded like, to me, 
that what was deemed objectionable was if an individ-
ual owns multiple residences. 
 
An Hon. Member: No! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Let me finish because the 
Opposition Leader said if the Honourable Wayne 
Furbert owned more than one house but— 
 
The Chairman: We are going to omit names. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am just going back to 
the example he used so that we can be clear. 

—but did not live in the city, he cannot vote. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, no. I am just trying to 
drill down on what is deemed to be objectionable be-
cause what was proposed was that if the person who 
owns more than one residence but is not a resident in 
the city . . . that person should be able to vote. 
 And the reason why that is not the case is 
because you can have a person that owns multiple . . 
. and the other side has been talking about their term 
“oligarchy” or people who may be wealthy. You can 
have— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order, Member. 

 I mean, point of order. 
 
The Chairman: Your point of order? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
 The Member correctly cites Member Furbert’s 
invocation of the example of someone owning a resi-
dential property not being able to vote. But he only did 
so with respect to comparing that with a person own-
ing a commercial property being able to vote. In that 
context he was saying why does the person who owns 
the commercial property have the ability to vote, but 
not someone who has a residential ownership not be-
ing able to vote? 

Notwithstanding that, our party remains op-
posed to any extension of the franchise to either 
property voters and/or business ratepayers. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises . . . you have not fin-
ished? The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism 
and Transport. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I understood what the 
Honourable Member said before he had to restate it.  
 I am just trying to understand . . . and I do not 
think it is very clear what the Opposition finds objec-
tionable. The Opposition Leader was talking about 
discrimination because one can do it and the other 
could not do it. And if, indeed, owners of residential 
properties who are not resident are able to vote, that 
would dilute the residential vote. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is not the entirety of what 
I contributed. Let me make it clear. 
 That was one example of the discriminatory 
aspect of it, but then I asked a separate question. 
What if you have one individual . . . Okay, forget the 
limited liability company or a public company or any-
thing like multiple shareholders. The reality is you 
have people in this country, families, who own several 
businesses. Now, if you have multiple businesses in 
the city, will you get multiple votes? And the answer is 
yes. And that is what the Honourable Minister of Tour-
ism is nodding his head—yes. 
 Now, forget the residential and all that. That is 
sidetracking. Okay? But we are speaking of the ability 
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of an individual to have 18 votes based on the amount 
of separate businesses they have, which amounts to 
gerrymandering. Okay? It amounts to disenfranchise-
ment. 
 So, again, this would be the last . . . this will 
be the last statement from our side on this issue. We 
encourage the OBA to rise and report. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 The Junior Minister will be with us, he is still 
consulting. 
 Thank you, the Chair recognises the Minister 
from constituency 31. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Just to fill the silence, 
Madam Chairman. I think it is important just to re-
emphasize, appreciating the scenarios that have been 
articulated by the other side, again, I state that they 
are fantastic scenarios because if you are talking 
about family-owned companies—if it is multiple com-
panies—then you are normally talking about subsidi-
aries. That is normally the structure, Madam Chair-
man. If you are talking about a family-owned business 
or company, you have a parent company, then you 
have subsidiaries. The Act clearly states that the sub-
sidiaries will not be able to vote. There is one vote. 
Every corporation and company as a legal entity has a 
right to vote. 
 Now they want to create this whole narrative 
that there is some, you know, shadowy family that 
owns all of these companies that are not subsidiaries, 
that are separate and distinct— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —and that is a fantastic 
example, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

The Chair— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: [Imputing] improper motive. I 
do not know if it is inadvertent or not, but— 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Opposition 
Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. 
 We are not creating any conspiracy; we are 
asking simple questions. All right? If you are a person 
that has 10 companies that are all subsidiaries based 
on your family office, that is one thing. But in the sce-
nario of having a person who owns 10 separate com-
panies and that happens . . . that means that person 

has 10 votes. And that is an issue on principle. And 
based on that, they do not have clarification of it, they 
should rise and report lest we sit here for the next two 
hours running around in circles. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. Thank you, Member. 
 The Junior Minister is continuing to be con-
sulted. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 I just want to add here that I think that the Bill 
itself should be renamed; I think it should be called a 
Bill of Entitlement for an entrenched— 
 
The Chairman: Member, have a seat. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —class, as far as— 
 
The Chairman: Member, have a seat. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —who are determined to 
have their own way— 
 
The Chairman: Member, have a seat, please! 
  
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Junior Minister. You 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay, Madam Chair-
man. 
 I am going to try and take one last shot to 
clarify the various scenarios that have been laid out by 
the Opposition. 
 All right, here we go. You have an owner; he 
owns a building in Hamilton. That building has a num-
ber of businesses inside of it. Let us say, for example, 
the building has eight numbers—valuation numbers—
attached to it. In that scenario the owner gets one vote 
and the occupiers of the other units get a vote. So 
once again the owner gets a vote and the occupiers in 
that building get a vote. 
 The other scenario: You have an owner and 
someone over on the other side said that he has, say, 
for example, five separate companies totally unrelat-
ed—you have got a gas company, you have got a mo-
torcycle company, you got a clothes company and a 
Chinese food joint. The owner gets five separate 
votes because there are five separate companies. So 
the owner gets five separate votes, however, the 
owner only votes once and he will nominate someone 
who is part of the company to vote for him. 
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[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I think that clears it up. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, it doesn’t! That is the 
problem! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. I believe that has clarified 
the answer to the question. I— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Chairman: If someone would like to speak, I 
would be more than happy recognise them, rather 
than having side conversations. Right. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 There are no Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 6 through 11? 
 Junior Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I need to move the Schedule, Madam Chair-
man. 
 
The Chairman: No, no. We have to approve the 
clauses. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: And that would be clauses 1 through 
11, first. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 11 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Are there any other Members that are 
for? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: We need to have a vote. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 

The Chairman: Now we will call names. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
[Pause for ringing of the bell] 
 
The Chairman: The bell has been rung and there will 
be a two-minute opportunity for Members to take their 
seats. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: We will be locking the doors now. 
Thank you. 
 We will proceed with calling names. 
 We will be voting on the Municipalities 
Amendment Act 2015. 
 
An. Hon. Member: All those in favour, say Aye. 
 
The Chairman: All in favour, say Aye. 
 
An Hon. Member: No! 
 
The Chairman: We have already done it. We are call-
ing names. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: We are calling names. Thank you. 
 
The Clerk: 

DIVISION 
[Municipalities Act 2015] 

 
Ayes: 17 Noes: 14 
Hon. J. J. Atherden Hon. M. A. R. Bean 
Hon. L. C. Cannonier Mr. G. A. Blakeney 
Hon. S. G. Crockwell Hon. D. V. Burgess, Sr. 
Ms. N. Outerbridge Mr. E. D. Burt 
Hon. M. H. Dunkley Mr. R. Commissiong 
Dr. the Hon. E. G. Gibbons Ms. L. F. Foggo 
Hon. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin Hon. W. L. Furbert 
Mrs. S. E. Jackson Hon. D. P. Lister 
Hon. T. G. Moniz Mr. W. H. Roban 
Mr. M. J. Pettingill Hon. M. J. Scott 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards Mr. W. L. Scott 
Mr. S. D. Richards, Jr. Mr. J. S. Simmons 
Ms. L. K. Scott Mr. M. A. Weeks 
Hon. R. W. Scott Ms. K. N. Wilson 
Mr. N. H. C. Simons  
Mr. G. Smith 
Mr. J. Sousa 
 

Absent: 3 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome 

Mr. Walton Brown 
Hon. Zane J. S. DeSilva 

 
[Pause] 
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The Chairman: Thank you. The names have been 
called. The numbers are—the Noes are 14, the Ayes 
are [17]. The Ayes have it.  
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
[By majority on division, clauses 1 through 11 passed 
as amended in the Title.] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. I move the Schedule. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses be 
approved as printed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Any objections to that motion? 
 I think we have already gone through that. So 
now we are going to do the Schedule? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Schedule 
be approved. Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Schedule passed.] 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved—preamble? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. I move the pream-
ble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Madam Chairman, I 
move that the Bill be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House. The Bill entitled the [Municipali-
ties Act 2015] be reported to the House. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Chairman: As amended. Are there any objec-
tions to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 

[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The Municipalities Act 2015 was con-
sidered by a Committee of the whole House and 
passed.] 
 

House resumed at 6:08 pm 
 

[Gavel] 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

MUNICIPALITIES ACT 2015 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Members, we have 
just had the approval of the second reading [and 
Committee] of the Municipalities Act 2015. Are there 
any objections to that? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
The Speaker: We now move on to Order No. 6, which 
is the second reading of the America's Cup Act 2014 
in the name of the Minister of Economic Development. 
 The Chair now recognises the Minister for 
Economic Development, Minister Dr. Gibbons. 
 You have the floor.  
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

AMERICA'S CUP ACT 2014 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
America's Cup Act 2014 be now read the second time 
and committed. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Please carry on, Dr. Gibbons. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the Bill entitled 
the America's Cup Act 2015 (sorry, 2014 at this point) 
is to facilitate and assist in the conduct of the 35th 
America's Cup in Bermuda. The objective is also to 
provide relief from certain taxes and fees and to mod-
ify other legislative requirements which would other-
wise apply. 
 Mr. Speaker, Mr. Fox is currently handing out 
. . . I have a number of amendments, which we will get 
to in Committee, but I just wanted to alert Members 
that Mr. Fox is handing out a redlined version of the 
Act so it will be easier for them to follow. 
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The Speaker: Okay, fine. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: We have had some 
changes since the original Bill was put forward. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, since 
the announcement on December 2nd last year that the 
35th America's Cup will be held in Bermuda, the Island 
has been buzzing with excitement. The Honourable 
Premier stated (at the time) that the ultimate success 
of the event would depend on the widest possible par-
ticipation of Bermudians. Already a host of residents 
have reached out to the Government and the ACBDA 
to volunteer their services. Entrepreneurs have of-
fered suggestions for business and employment op-
portunities in connection with the various events. It is 
still early days, Mr. Speaker, but the enthusiasm is 
certainly welcome. 
 Mr. Speaker, the financial outlay to stage the 
various events and to underwrite aspects of the com-
petition that will culminate in the America's Cup finals 
in June of 2017 is significant. These costs are primar-
ily the responsibility of the America's Cup Event Au-
thority (the ACEA), the teams and their sponsors. But 
as part of Bermuda's bid to host the AC35 the Gov-
ernment agreed to a package of concessions to sup-
port the event. This Bill would provide the ACEA, the 
competing teams, their designated commercial part-
ners and regatta officials relief from certain taxes and 
fees in the areas of advertising, air navigation, broad-
casting and electronic communications, customs du-
ties, employment, vehicle permits and licensing, ma-
rine port dues, registration and mooring fees and pilo-
tage. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would now like to explain the 
rationale behind the general provisions in the Bill. Dur-
ing the races— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 During the races, the ACEA (which I think I 
will be using and is short for the America's Cup Event 
Authority) intends to use up to five helicopters flying at 
low altitudes for television production, marketing, 
press and media coverage and VIP viewing. This ae-
rial coverage together with the use of unmanned 
drones for television and still photography will show-
case Bermuda's stunning vistas, which was one of the 
key factors in the ACEA's decision to select Bermuda 
to host the competition.  
 The opportunity for Bermuda to be seen 
around the world through live and pre-recorded media 
feeds and in various programmes produced by the 

ACEA for global broadcasters represents a marketing 
bonanza for the Island. As a consequence, the legisla-
tion will provide the ACEA with relief from fees for ae-
rial work certificates and relevant administration 
charges. Also, provisions are made for the use of 
America's Cup signage throughout the Island on 
sponsored vehicles and on large advertisements that 
could be captured through aerial photography and 
videography. 
 It should also be noted that there are no ex-
emptions or compromises on safety and security 
measures. As with the Olympics and the World Cup, 
the America's Cup brand and logos are extremely 
valuable property and require protection from copy-
right infringement and unsanctioned use. As such, the 
legislation provides full protection from the unauthor-
ised use of the America's Cup brands, patents, copy-
right and property rights belonging to the America's 
Cup Event Authority, the teams and their designated 
partners.  
 Mr. Speaker, approximately a dozen members 
of the ACEA have commenced the process of relocat-
ing to Bermuda with their families. The ACEA esti-
mates it will have just over 100 employees relocating 
for the events which, along with their family members, 
could range up to 300 additional people living on the 
Island. This does not include the teams, sponsors, 
media representatives and other officials locating here 
as well which will all result in even more individuals 
here over a period of time.  
 Team Oracle will set up its base and start 
training over the next few months with other teams 
likely to follow. To facilitate their presence in Bermuda 
the legislation will provide exemptions from work per-
mit and employment related taxes and fees for ACEA 
employees and Team Oracle members. Exemptions 
will also be provided for items that can be brought to 
the Island under the relocation provisions of the Cus-
toms Tariff Act [1970]. Exemptions will be extended to 
include motorcycles in accordance with existing legis-
lation and boats up to 50 feet in length.  

Due to the nature of their work, most of the 
people relocating are boating enthusiasts and they 
have personal watercraft included as part of their per-
sonal possessions. These, too, Mr. Speaker, will be 
exempt from customs duty as will personal items pur-
chased less than six months before their arrival in 
Bermuda with a proviso that they be exported at the 
conclusion of the event. 
 Mr. Speaker, on-water activities and hospital-
ity services will be a critical component of the races. 
Bermuda has a limited number of charter boats that 
will be engaged by normal visitor demand as well as 
America's Cup related tourism charters. The antici-
pated demand for hospitality charters and tours sur-
passes Bermuda's inventory. All Bermuda charter 
boats that wish to be included will be busy during the 
race events. To augment the pool of registered char-
ter boats, visiting foreign boats of more than 50 feet 
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will be permitted to charter in Bermuda's waters for 
America's Cup activities. It should be noted that the 
ACEA have already met with local charter operators 
about fulfilling its commitment to hire Bermudians for 
job openings and to engage Bermuda firms that offer 
needed services. As a consequence, Bermuda boat 
and charter companies will receive priority. 
 The races will require the participation of a 
number of large boats to transport race marshals and 
to service marked boats and stake boats. The ACEA 
will utilise as many suitable local boats as possible. 
However, in addition to more general use boats, the 
ACEA must import specialised boats for the races and 
the operating requirements that are not available lo-
cally. These boats will not be required to be regis-
tered. They will be exempt from mooring and licensing 
fees but will be required to meet local safety require-
ments. 
 Mr. Speaker, in former America's Cup events 
the ACEA has had a specific motor vehicle sponsor. 
We anticipate that this is likely for AC35. The ACEA 
and the sponsor will be permitted to import up to 80 
limousine size vehicles to be used for transporting 
ACEA representatives and guests for no fee or 
charge. These limousines sized vehicles will be driven 
by local residents who possess a public service vehi-
cle driver's licence. In addition, the ACEA will be per-
mitted to bring in 12 sponsor cars to be used as pri-
vate vehicles for their employees. There may also be 
show vehicles prominently displayed at event sites. 
They will be imported by the sponsor for marketing 
purposes only and will not be for driving on Bermuda's 
roads. 
 The ACEA and each team will also be permit-
ted to import up to five trucks and trailers for manoeu-
vring their racing foils. These boats are up to 62 feet 
in length. They have large wind sails and require spe-
cialised rigs and cradles to be moved. These vehicles 
will be within the existing statutory specifications and 
will receive full exemption from duty and licensing and 
registration fees. They will all leave Bermuda at the 
end of the events. 
 Mr. Speaker, much time and effort has gone 
into planning to meet the needs of the America's Cup 
events and stakeholders. We nevertheless recognise 
that unforeseen eventualities and circumstances may 
arise. To avoid unacceptable delays, particularly at 
times when the House is not in session, contingency 
arrangements need to be available. Using the Hotels 
Concession Act 2000 as a guide, the ACEA, the com-
peting teams, their designated commercial sponsors 
and regatta officials, may apply for additional conces-
sions to the Minister responsible for the America's 
Cup.  

The Minister will be authorised to make such 
concessions by an America's Cup concession order 
which will be subject to the terms and conditions 
deemed appropriate. The Minister, in consultation with 
his Ministerial colleague under whose portfolio a con-

cession request may fall, will consider whether the 
request is necessary and in the best interest of Ber-
muda. An application for a concession order will only 
be considered when alternative avenues are unavail-
able and with the condition that it would cause no 
harm to the event or would realise a benefit to Ber-
muda. In order to ensure transparency and appropri-
ate oversight, America's Cup concession orders will 
be subject to the negative resolution procedure.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Honourable House was ad-
vised in December that a one-stop shop would be set 
up to work alongside the ACEA to facilitate the deliv-
ery of Bermuda's commitment to host the America's 
Cup. On December 24, 2014, a registered company, 
the "ACBDA, Limited" was set up for this purpose. The 
company is 100 per cent owned by the Government of 
Bermuda, with the Minister of Economic Development 
in his ministerial capacity being the only shareholder.  

The chairmen, directors, and CEO of the 
ACBDA have already been announced—I think as 
Members would be aware. In addition to working with 
the ACEA, the ACBDA is charged with oversight of 
the America's Cup related capital development at the 
Royal Naval Dockyard. Since these projects will re-
quire the ACBDA to submit planning and development 
applications and import building materials and sup-
plies together with the payment of the relevant permit 
fees and customs duties, the Government wishes to 
minimise these costs by proposing an amendment to 
the America's Cup 2015 Bill.  

This amendment will ensure the optimum use 
of the funds provided to the ACBDA by waiving the 
customs duty and building and development applica-
tion fees for all America's Cup capital development 
projects. The ACBDA will be funded by a grant from 
the Government that will be detailed in the upcoming 
budget session. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, an amendment will be 
brought forward to include the indemnification of the 
company's directors and officers against any action 
that may be brought against them in the exercise of 
their duties. The Bill also requires that the ACBDA's 
accounts be audited. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda's hosting of the 35th 
America's Cup will bring with it substantial economic 
stimulus including jobs and investment benefits. This 
activity has already begun and will continue through 
the lead-up to the events of 2017 and beyond. The 
Government is committed to ensuring that the benefits 
of the America's Cup events are distributed as broadly 
as possible throughout the community.  
 In concluding, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to 
thank particularly the chief parliamentary counsel who 
has done an extraordinary amount of work with this 
particular Bill and also Jasmin Smith, currently in the 
Department of Tourism, for her work with the ACBDA 
in order to be able to facilitate this process. I think 
they should be recognised for the amount of work that 
they have done for this. 
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 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 The Chari will recognise first the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, constituency 6, MP 
Wayne Furbert. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will not be long. I can see that 
the Minister was not long and he was the primary Min-
ister for bringing this Bill, so I will not be long at all. 
 Mr. Speaker, this side of the House unequivo-
cally supports the 35th America's Cup. Let me make it 
very clear. We support the 35th America's Cup event 
and hope that there will be 36 also. However— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Some Hon. Members: But! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There is no "but"— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, we have to 
ensure that the economic benefit— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —as we know will all come 
to these beautiful shores—is spread wide and deep 
and that those who are normally left out of the eco-
nomic activities not only feel it but see it in their bank 
account. Not only feel it but ensure that it ends up in 
their bank account. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would have thought that with 
this particular event that the Government who wants 
everybody on board would have included the Opposi-
tion in many of the decisions. This event does not be-
long to the OBA Government; it belongs to the people 
of Bermuda, considering the amount of money that 
they are paying for it. So I would have thought that the 
Government would have included us in it.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Minister is quite aware that 
we met with him and we asked him, because of what 
we see coming forward, to ensure that the Opposition 
would be included in . . . not actually in the . . . proba-
bly not in the negotiations, but somewhere involved in 
the activities as we go along as far as making some 
decisions. We understand how the negotiations take 
place. It is the Government. But, Mr. Speaker, this 
was not done. And as the Minister told us, he is going 
to speak to his boss, so I am assuming that the boss 
said no.  

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. I think that that is an unfair— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, just a second. 
 Honourable Member Furbert, please take your 
seat. 
 Carry on. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think that is an un-
fair . . . he is misleading the House. That is an unfair 
inference that the boss said no. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the boss 
did not say yes because we are not on that commit-
tee.  
 
The Speaker: Stay off that line. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So I had implied that the 
boss said no. We asked to be on a committee— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —on a certain committee, 
and I am assuming that . . . unless there is something 
coming up later on that tells me that he is going to call 
us and say the Opposition can appoint a person on 
one of the committees. Maybe it is coming up. I do not 
know. But I understand that the corporation has al-
ready been chosen. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, we have not started out 
right. But, Mr. Speaker, in spite of that the Opposition 
clearly supports this event and wants to ensure that it 
has great success. I hope that no one is out there say-
ing we do not support it. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is clear to me that Bermudians 
know that the America's Cup is coming. Every Ber-
mudian knows the America's Cup is coming. But it is 
clear also, Mr. Speaker, that the average Bermudian 
does not believe that it is going to have a great impact 
on them. Now, I do not know what they talk about 
down at the Yacht Club or at any other meetings that 
they have around here, but the average Bermudian 
does not feel that they will get the benefit of the Amer-
ica's Cup. Now, it could be a lack, or breakdown, of 
communication with the Ministry or the organisation 
that the Minister has put together—ACBDA. Maybe it 
is lack of them, but I do not see it. I hear these events 
taking place but there is no buzz of how Bermudians 
are going to be actually affected. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Progressive Labour Party 
represents a very large constituency. The reason why 
I believe that if we were on the committees . . . we 
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have a way to relate to our constituents (I believe) 
much better than the OBA, the One Bermuda Alliance, 
can. You cannot tell me that you can relate to my fam-
ily better than I can. I can go there and explain to 
them some of the ups, downs, or whatever, better 
than anyone else within this room. And you guys 
know, and gentlemen and Honourable Members 
know, that you are going to speak to your families. In 
other words, we have a family out there.  

We have a group out there that clearly we 
represent. So if we were able to deliver that message 
because we are inside in the room instead of outside 
wondering what was going on, I believe that the event 
of the America's Cup will be a greater success and no 
concern that any members of the organisation may 
have. You cannot tell me, Mr. Speaker (not you but 
the Honourable Members on this side cannot tell me), 
that there was no concern when the big march took 
place at Cabinet. You have to be blind, dumb and 
dopey to know that businesses within that group are 
wondering what is going on.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, if we were in the meeting 
the Honourable Member Derrick Burgess can explain 
the situation much better than any Member on that 
side of the House. That is my point as far as alleviat-
ing any concerns that the event planners or organis-
ers have. So I am hoping that the Minister and the 
Government would reconsider and include us some 
way or the other as we go along.  
 Now, I understand that 2017 is a magic year. 
It is a special year, and the Government is hoping that 
these big things will turn out that will reap goals for the 
future. I understand that. But, Mr. Speaker, I can tell 
you, as much as they think it will reap, it also can hurt. 
So do not think that all of a sudden that you have 
found, as George Bush said, the smoking gun that will 
save you at a certain time. That is not it. Because if 
the average Bermudian does not feel it, you are in a 
worse situation than ever before. If they do not under-
stand that language, Mr. Speaker . . . and I am sure 
some of them on that side do understand what I am 
talking about. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, we support it and I hope that 
there are individuals within the organisation who are 
listening to us right now, the Progressive Labour Party 
unequivocally support the America's Cup but we also 
are expressing concern whether the benefits are go-
ing to reap. Because that is a building without a sport. 
It is a building without a sport. It is not about  . . . you 
know, it is a building without a sport, and you are 
wondering at the end of the day. And I would love for 
the Minister, at the end of the day, once we get to 
things taking place . . . take a picture of everybody 
who receives a contract and then tell me what they 
look like. That will show you.  

I will never forget when I was the Minister of 
Transport and my director had picked a committee 
and came to me and said, Minister, here is your com-
mittee. I said, Take a picture and put it on the wall and 

tell me what you see. Well, at the time he represented 
the Vancouver Airport Authority. He said, Minister, 
what are you talking about? I said, Take a picture and 
tell me what you see. In other words, it was not a rep-
resentation of Bermuda. So what I am saying is, will 
the extra benefit, benefit a significant portion of Ber-
mudians who have never had the benefit ever before?  

You know, you talk about it, you hear this 
thing out there that people, you know . . . well, taxi 
drivers just do not want to say, Well, I got a fare. Yes, 
they will get some fares, but there are entrepreneurs 
out there who would like to know what is really taking 
place. How can I really get benefit and whether . . . if I 
cannot borrow the money from the bank as capital 
because I know that the organisation is going to pay 
me, whether I can get some benefits to ensure that 
my capital is raised to get the opportunity that is there. 
That is the way that the Government should be think-
ing, working with the Bermuda Develop (I always call 
it Small Business Group) on making that happen. If 
you can make that happen— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, the Honourable Minis-
ter is saying, We are ahead of you. Well, maybe they 
are far ahead of us, because the people behind do not 
know how to catch up. And that is my concern. No 
one else knows about it besides you and also mem-
bers of the Yacht Club. I do not know that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, it is not early days be-
cause the Minister said that there are people who 
have already started to come here. They are setting 
up residence, they are doing this. There are things 
that are happening very soon, things are happening 
up in Dockyard as we speak. This is happening. 
Okay? So all I am saying to the Government is that 
we have got to be concerned about that. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I did want to talk in general 
about some of the things in the Bill. The matters that 
are before us are that I believe that the Government 
has missed the golden opportunity to allow—and this 
is the first tranche—to ensure that all of Bermuda 
takes benefit. What do I mean by that? In the Bill it 
talks about Front Street. It does not talk about Court 
Street. It does not talk about WEDCO. It does not talk 
about St. George's. So why can’t the Government ex-
clude . . . so by having that it gives Front Street an 
advantage over Reid Street and Queen . . . whatever 
street they want to have the actual event on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So my point, Mr. Speaker, is 
that that is the first shot. I am not going to tell them 
what clause because we will talk about the clause 
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when we get into Committee, but they are sending the 
wrong message. Remove the idea of Front Street and 
let the organisation decide where they want to go.  

I saw the Honourable Member, Mike Winfield 
(and he is an Honourable Member), talking about cer-
tain things happening down in that lovely city we call 
St. George's. Well, under this particular Bill it cannot 
happen because it is designated as an . . . and I could 
be wrong. The Minister will get up and explain himself 
later on or when we go into Committee. He can make 
it much clearer. But why do you say Front Street?  

It tells me that there is added benefit. That is 
why it is in the Bill. It talks about that this particular 
location will have a certain advantage because certain 
things cannot happen in Bermuda based on (let us 
say) liquor licensing, but it can happen now on Front 
Street. So why do we designate Front Street? That is 
my point. Okay? So you have already said that you 
are taking care of your base. Why do we not show 
them some culture and take them down to the back of 
Court Street and have Gombeys and everything else?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I am not wrong. The 
Honourable Member just asked me if I am wrong. He 
is a Cabinet Minister. I am hoping he read the Bill. It 
talks about Front Street. So we have to work on that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I must express my concern 
about some of the concession orders that . . . and the 
Minister said that he could get approval. And of 
course he will have a negative resolution. Again, he 
talks about consulting his economic development 
group and another group (I forget what the group was) 
basically controlled by the same Minister. Well, why 
can you not have the . . . if we are working together, 
why can you not have the Opposition in consultation? 
Hey, Leader, we are thinking about doing this; what 
does your party think about it? Why can you not do 
that?  

Is it closed doors just for the party of the 
OBA? You are talking about working together; we 
want to work together. We have reached out to you 
many times. So I am asking the Cabinet to try and to 
make an amendment on that to allow . . . I see my 
Honourable friend, Shawn Crockwell, smiling over 
there. But why can’t you include us in that? This is . . . 
based on what the Honourable Member told us, it is 
$77 million and that is all based on some of these 
guarantees or hoping that we raise the money here 
and there. But $77 million of taxpayers’ money and 
you cannot . . . the biggest event that we will ever 
have so far in history in our time that you cannot at 
least consult with the Opposition and say, We are 
considering doing this.  

You can call the parliamentary group or the 
economic group together. Matter of fact, when it is just 
for the America’s Cup include one of us—the Shadow 
Minister of Finance—on the committee. It is about 

working together. We are holding hands on this one. 
That is what is going to get us through. That is what is 
going to ensure the organisers that everything is all 
right because if . . . I mean, why leave us out? We do 
not know what is going to happen in the next three 
years. You could be out. I do not need to read the re-
port all over again. We want to be there to make sure 
there is a continuing spectrum on decision-making.  

This is not just about Works and Engineering 
paving on the road or building a wall. This is an event 
that you say is going to stimulate the economy, and 
we are trying to pull the people together. I hear every-
body saying, Let us work together. But then you put 
your finger up . . . not finger up, but you put an "X" and 
say, No, not the Opposition. I am saying include us 
within that group. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Government 
can look at particularly yachts that come in. We have 
historically charged visiting yachts enormous taxes on 
the value of their vessel—hence why we do not get 
too many large yachts in. But here is a time for the 
Government to probably include it within this Bill and 
say from now until three months after the event yachts 
will pay a certain small fee, or a certain percentage, or 
whatever it is, but at least we are not at the end of the 
day discouraging these large yachts to come in. I 
would have thought we would have heard that, be-
cause what happens is these large yachts come in, 
they will moor up at the Hamilton Princess, for in-
stance, and the families will stay a couple of days at 
the Hamilton Princess. I have seen it happen before 
particularly when we have . . . and the Honourable 
Minister Shawn Crockwell would know when we have 
the large fishing tournaments. Families fly in and will 
stay in the hotel because you know they are tired. 
They have seen the yacht over and over again. So we 
can surely encourage that right now which would en-
courage, of course, the visitors. We are trying to get 
visitors here and economic activity.  
 Mr. Speaker, the private company—the Minis-
ter says on page . . . the ACBDA will be funded by a 
grant from the Government that will be detailed in the 
upcoming budget session. I want to know whether the 
Honourable Member, Michael Winfield, and his staff 
are working free.  
 

POINT OF INFORMATION 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: If the Honourable 
Member will yield, I can answer that question right 
now.  
 
The Speaker: Are you going to yield, Honourable 
Member? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, all right. Dr. Gibbons? 
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Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The answer is, yes. 
They have been working free since the beginning of 
January when the ACBDA was set up.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It is an embarrass-
ment, but we would like to get them funded fairly 
soon. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, that is . . . they must be 
nice. Are they charging interest? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, how are they paying . . 
. are they paying for supplies? How are supplies being 
paid for? There must be certain activities that take . . . 
are they paying out of their pocket? There is some 
advertising taking place. So, would the Minister an-
swer those questions? How are supplies being paid 
for? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: How are supplies and goods 
being paid for? 
 
The Speaker: Do you want to just wait unit the end? I 
think . . . yes, we are not in Committee. So go ahead, 
finish your speech— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just thought that the Hon-
ourable Member was jumping up and down for the— 
 
The Speaker: If you say— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Something is just not making 
sense to me on that particular issue. Did the Govern-
ment pay for the incorporation?  

I am assuming that the capital was put in by 
the government for that particular organisation. Will 
that organisation come under financial instructions? I 
am hoping that the Minister can answer that question 
as he is aware that any funding that takes place and 
flows through an organisation, particularly from the 
government, comes under financial instructions.  

So will all . . . in other words, if they have to 
follow financial instructions will everything the ACBDA 
do . . . will it all be put out for tender? Because we 
know, Mr. Speaker . . . so the individual that has been 
hired as a project manager is working free also? So 
everybody is working free—the contractors, the staff, 
no supplies? Somebody is just picking out of their 
pocket and paying for it. It is just not . . . well, we will 
wait to see what the Minister says.  

So the project manager, anything that is tak-
ing place, I am assuming that WEDCO has some kind 
of funding up there from probably some other budg-
ets—probably from Works and Engineering or wher-
ever. So no money has flowed at all from the Gov-
ernment within the actual ACBDA organisation? Not 
one cent has flowed out of the government's coffer? 
Okay. The Minister is shaking his head saying he 
agrees, he says yes. 
 We want to ensure that things are in proper 
order. So, Mr. Speaker, we will get more into it when 
we get into Committee stage, particularly some of the 
sections and clauses. But let me make it once again 
clear, this side of the House . . . and we understand 
that if there is at least an idea that if everything works 
out tremendous for 2017 then it is possible (particu-
larly if Oracle wins) that the event could be held back 
here in 2020. I would like to ask the Minister is that in 
the agreement, that if they win they will be back in 
2020? Or is it a possibility? Again, there are agree-
ments out there that the Government has . . . and I 
know that some things are sensitive. We understand 
that. But I would have thought (like I said) if the Minis-
ter or Government would have included us in some of 
these discussions . . . we understand collective re-
sponsibility and things that are kept within certain 
walls— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, so, you know—
I will ignore the three-time Minister in every depart-
ment. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, we support unequivo-
cally the event, but we want to make sure that . . . and 
our message is very clear. We will keep the Govern-
ment and the ACBDA to the . . . keep them account-
able to ensure that Bermudians overall will benefit 
from this event. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency— 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: [Constituency] 14. 
 
The Speaker: [Constituency] 14, Devonshire North 
[West], is it not? 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Yes, that is correct. 
 
The Speaker: Devonshire North [West]. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Good evening. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: When the announcement was made 
on December 2nd, it was quite an amazing feeling and, 
particularly . . . in my case unfortunately I was over-
seas watching the announcement come down in the 
Cayman [Islands]. I would just like to congratulate the 
Minister of Economic Development. His team has 
worked tirelessly to get to where we are today. And 
when you look at the Act they have certainly put in a 
tremendous amount of work. 
  I would also like to put my full support behind 
the 10 elected members of the America's Cup Ber-
muda Project Liability Governing Board— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Appointed. Thank you, learning me 
up. 

I know winning the America's Cup was no 
easy feat and lots of work has gone on behind the 
scenes. However, Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: —people would say, How are Ber-
mudians going to benefit from the America's Cup?  

I guess I used to say the same thing when we 
won the PGA, because, personally, I had no interest 
in the PGA because it is not a sport that I follow. Do 
you know what? I do not even follow sailing. But, any-
how, the amazing opportunities that are there . . . and 
I guess the easiest way to put it is, first of all, we will 
be having bodies that will be arriving in Bermuda. And 
we have already heard this evening that we will be 
seeing the first teams, Oracle and Artemis, arriving 
sometime between March and April or May. They 
have support staff and families that they will be bring-
ing to Bermuda.  

We will also see a following six teams arriving 
in Bermuda in October for the AC35 Championships 
set to be held right on Front Street with their support 
staff and team. So at the end of the day, from the 
numbers that we have heard this evening, we can see 
in excess of 300 people relocating to Bermuda be-
tween March 2015 and October 2017.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I am all about learning up. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: And we have the America's Cup 
Event Authority members also arriving here that will 
be pretty much putting the administration side making 
sure that everything goes into order and as planned. 

Also, we will be having . . . we learned the other day 
that NBC will be based here and by then maybe Brian 
Williams will be back on the air. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: So with having NBC news, and I am 
sure they will be doing clips of Bermuda through the 
whole process, we will have that extra exposure that 
we have not had. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Mr. Speaker, there will be obviously 
new long-time visitors that will be arriving which will be 
part of the crews and the administration. Obviously 
they need places to live, places to rent, and so forth, 
which creates a revenue stream for landowners or 
people that own condominiums, and so forth, which 
creates revenue. Obviously, before these people ar-
rive on our shores, I am sure they will have to have 
some maintenance and upkeep on some of the prop-
erties which creates jobs for plumbers, electricians 
and painters and the like. Once again, everybody has 
to eat so they will be at the grocery stores, restaurants 
and getting lots of take-out I am sure. 
 I have been told, or believe obviously, that a 
lot of the teams have families that will need to be 
schooled and that will either need nursery, middle 
school. They will also require babysitting services, and 
so forth. The other side of the coin that we have not 
really looked at is what we have with our guest work-
ers that arrive here is they participate in outside sport-
ing activities and perhaps they will be supporting the 
squash, they will be supporting triathlon, they will be 
supporting sailing, equestrian, and so forth. So once 
again we get another influence into our sporting com-
munity in Bermuda. 
 There is the transportation issue and I will 
declare my interests. I am a director of Auto Solutions 
and perhaps they will be purchasing cars, they will be 
purchasing bikes and they will be purchasing boats, 
rental of boats, and of course the taxis— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Sorry? I could not answer that, but 
perhaps other vehicle services. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, on page 7 of the Act it 
states they will be importing 80 sponsored vehicles. 
Once again, it will strictly . . . only Bermudians will be 
able to drive these vehicles around the Island, which 
predominately they will be using to take their clients, 
those sponsors, around. So if you are client of Oracle 
or Artemis then perhaps you will have the luxury of 
being in one of those limousines and being driven by 
one of our fine ambassadors around Bermuda. As I 
said, we could be looking, Mr. Speaker, on the actual . 
. . when the event takes place up in WEDCO in Octo-
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ber 2017 there is going to be at least (I have been 
told) close to maybe perhaps 10,000 spectators that 
have to be moved around.  

One of the things that we talk about is the en-
trepreneurial spirit. One of the entrepreneurial spirits 
that could happen is one would say, Well, you know 
what? The roads might be busy. However, why do I 
not look to get into the water taxi business? So that is 
another business that could be created running peo-
ple from Hamilton to Dockyard or from any point 
from—perhaps St. George's back up to Dockyard. So 
there is an entrepreneurial spirit. Also, there will be 
pop-up tents (one would assume) in these villages. So 
there will be hopefully Bermuda flavour. Maybe Art 
Mels will decide to put up a pop-up tent and sell their 
wonderful fish sandwiches, and the individuals that 
make handmade cigars will be rolling away up there. 
And also there is Sherry Peppers. So there are lots of 
opportunities for Bermudians to participate at this 
event. 
 Obviously, the great thing about this event 
also is that they are getting involved in the education 
process of STEM—which is Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths—which will assist our stu-
dents in school programmes and getting our kids in-
volved in sailing and how (on the tactical side) a sail-
boat actually works, and the engineering of that boat. 
We would never have that ability if we had never 
achieved winning the America's Cup. 
 Mr. Speaker, to me, business common sense 
tells me that Bermuda's investment—the number that 
has been floating around is $77 million, against return 
of $250 million—yes, to me it is a no-brainer. It is a 
225 per cent return. So, please, sign me up because I 
would invest in that in a heartbeat. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I say, again, that the 35th America's 
Cup in Bermuda is to be viewed as both an honour 
and a phenomenal event; an opportunity and we all 
look forward to participating in this event in Bermuda. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member, the Junior Minister from— 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: [Constituency] 30. 
 
The Speaker: Constituency 30, Southampton East 
Central, MP Leah Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will not be long, Mr. Speaker.  

America's Cup is a great opportunity for Ber-
muda to be placed on the map. I think that all of us 

need to embrace what is going to be coming our way. 
I have to say, though, that I am in agreement with 
some of the comments that the Honourable Member 
from constituency 6 made. The reality is, Mr. Speaker, 
that there are certain segments of the community that 
the OBA, or this Government, will never reach and 
vice versa. There are certain segments of our com-
munity that the PLP would never be able to reach. We 
should not let that stop us from all trying to embrace 
what is coming our way.  

We should use America's Cup as an opportu-
nity not to exacerbate our differences, but as a way of 
us coming together. America's Cup, when it was in 
San Francisco, generated over $550 million and it 
created 3,800 jobs. So the potential for the revenue 
for this country to make is enormous. The opportunity 
to create jobs is enormous. The opportunity for Ber-
mudians to be benefitted is enormous. 
 We have many things to do and the Honour-
able Member from constituency 6 wanted to know why 
the Opposition had not been consulted in some of the 
committees that are being set up and some of the 
things that we are doing. It is early days yet, and I am 
sure that there will be many opportunities for the Op-
position to collaborate with the Government. Addition-
ally, we cannot wait for the Government to do every-
thing. Each of us has to be an ambassador for this 
and each of us has to show our visitors what this 
beautiful Island is all about. It is not about the Gov-
ernment doing everything for everybody.  
 So we have to take the opportunity to em-
brace what is coming our way. I kind of liken it to 
Christmas or Cup Match. It seems like it is really far 
away now and you cannot get excited about it. But as 
you get closer to the event the buzz starts coming 
around, people start getting excited. I think that in time 
people will start getting excited about America's Cup 
and start recognising the opportunities that are going 
to be before us.  

I hope that it is going to be an opportunity 
where sensibilities prevail and that there will be no 
work stoppages and there will be no strikes, but peo-
ple will understand that this is something that is going 
to be for all of Bermuda. 
 Now, I do not know anything about sailing. I 
saw an America's Cup race for the first time because I 
went on YouTube and I looked at the enormity of the 
boats. And it was amazing. It is not a sport that I 
would want to get into, but it certainly something that I 
am going to go and see and learn more about. I think 
that we as a Government have to do a lot in educating 
people about America's Cup and allowing our people 
to be connected to it and to embrace it and under-
stand it. 
 I am looking forward to what is coming down 
the pipe. I hope that everybody else is going to look 
forward to it and that we use this as an opportunity to 
bring harmony and unity for all of us. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 I recognise— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes? Are we playing games? All right. 
 The Chair is going to recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency 21, Pembroke South 
East. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, thank you 
once again. 
 I would just like to say that it was encouraging 
to hear the former Member's comments there with 
respect to the need for a . . . I was going to say “bipar-
tisan,” but I think more accurately a “non-partisan” 
effort here with respect to this great event.  

Make no mistake about it, the Progressive 
Labour Party, Opposition party, supports the Amer-
ica's Cup coming to Bermuda. When it was an-
nounced we offered congratulations to the Ministers 
and the Government for bringing to our shores what 
has been the quintessential sporting event. 

First begun in 1851, the America’s Cup was 
the primary event that in some ways was analogous to 
what the Super Bowl is today, the Cricket World Cup, 
Cup Match in Bermuda. It had a preeminent position 
on the sporting calendar which it still retains today. So 
we do not take it lightly over here.  

We do believe it can have significant primary 
benefit for the country and also have a multiplier effect 
throughout the economy. Having said that, we need to 
manage expectations. I think that goes not only for the 
Government, but for ourselves, because it is not going 
to be a panacea, ultimately, for the deepening eco-
nomic woes that are confronting too many Bermudi-
ans. But it does give us some cause for optimism, and 
that is nothing that we should devalue, because most 
Bermudians right now need optimism that can be 
translated into greater confidence about the country's 
future. 

It is no secret, Mr. Speaker (and I think that I 
can say this), that our primary concern, as the former 
speaker alluded to, is to ensure that there is going to 
be a broad participation and a broader extension of 
the benefits of the America's Cup to Bermuda's peo-
ple. It would be a travesty if we saw that the primary 
benefit of the [America's] Cup going to the same old 
faces, representing the same old companies. The 
Bermudian people expect more, and if we are truly 
going to have a "national effort" here that is compris-
ing all of our people it is going to behove the persons 
who are involved—both on the Government side and 
the American-led organisers under the leadership of 
Larry Ellison—to ensure that America's Cup (in terms 

of those benefits) it is going to benefit Bermudians of 
all classes and all races. I think it is going to be con-
tingent on us having a successful America's Cup that 
gets buy-in from everybody.  
 Mr. Speaker, a couple of weeks ago I spoke 
of the great news on the tech front in terms of the tech 
industry. That great news was the announcement that 
Intel had agreed, after having considerable talks with 
people in the NAACP—people like Jesse Jackson, 
who is often maligned, in some cases unfairly—that 
Intel had agreed to put up $300 million on behalf of 
fostering greater diversity within the tech industry. 
More specifically, to ensure that there are greater 
numbers of blacks and other minorities and women 
who are going to be able to take their place within one 
of the most lucrative and growing sectors in terms of 
the world economy—no less America's economy.  

Mr. Larry Ellison, who is head of Oracle, is a 
leading player and leads a company that is a leading 
player in that sector. The New York Times article, for 
example, indicated that Intel, as being also a leader, 
can set the bar in terms of how the rest of the industry 
will react to this. In other words, most major compa-
nies now will follow suit, which is a good thing. We all 
know that women and persons of colour are grossly 
underrepresented in that industry. I say that because 
we have Mr. Ellison who is also the czar of the Amer-
ica's Cup, maybe unfairly . . . but, if Mr. Ellison says 
Jump all of the rest of the multimillionaires and billion-
aires in respect to the America's Cup say, How high? I 
think that we should not be reticent in conveying in a 
good-natured way that Bermuda expects that we will 
see America's Cup in terms of who participates and 
who benefits that looks like Bermuda. We think that is 
going to be critically important.  
 The other concern for us, Mr. Speaker, is that 
Bermuda sees our considerable investment—
potentially in the range of $70-odd million—being put 
to good use, that that money is not spent in vain, that 
that commitment is not one that we are going to be left 
scratching our heads over three years down the road 
considering our somewhat dire fiscal position as it is.  

I am not going to get too deeply into this but 
San Francisco (the last host) had some reservations 
about the very same thing—about the amount of tax 
concessions that were extracted by the America's Cup 
who, frankly (let us be honest), represent (I was going 
to say the 1 per cent, but I think I would be off base) 
maybe the quarter of 1 per cent in terms of billionaires 
in the world. San Francisco is still left (to use that 
metaphor again) scratching its head.  

When I say “San Francisco,” I am talking 
about the city government, because they also were 
required to lay out considerable tax concessions to be 
able to get the America's Cup there.  
 Continuing, Mr. Speaker, the other concern 
here that we have, or issue . . . and I hope that Dr. 
Grant Gibbons, the Honourable Minister, takes note of 
this along with my call for diversity. And again, I want 
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to commend him on the great job he has done on be-
half of Bermuda in this regard. We think that it is going 
to be wise and laudable that the America's Cup begin 
to understand Bermuda's nautical history. In that re-
gard, Mr. Speaker, I am not talking about the standard 
Anglo-Saxon narrative that you would get from the 
Royal Gazette and others, even my friend, Mr. Jack 
Harris sometimes, of that history. We want to see the 
America's Cup getting appreciation of the role that 
black mariners played in the growth and development 
of Bermuda's maritime trade and industry going back 
to the 1800s.  

Before the end of slavery, Mr. Speaker, I haz-
ard to guess that most of those famed Bermuda 
sloops were built by enslaved persons. We know that 
many of the sloops that plied all up and down the East 
Coast and beyond down to the Caribbean were 
manned by black sailors. At one time there was a fear, 
because Bermuda's dominance of that trade was such 
between the US, Halifax, down in the Caribbean, that 
too many white males were going overseas creating a 
security concern locally. And then you had a shift 
where more blacks were put on the boats as sailors to 
man those ships. Some even had (during the era of 
slavery) black captains.  

Moving forward, post emancipation, you 
would have had Mr. Ratteray (forgive me, I have for-
gotten his first name) from Somerset, who was one of 
the leading boat builders in Bermuda before the ad-
vent of steam some decades later.  

Coming forward, Mr. Speaker, we also want to 
ensure that the America's Cup people who come here 
plus the visitors who are going to come to view the 
spectacle understand that we have existing black 
yacht clubs here. The East End Dinghy Club, for ex-
ample, the West End Dinghy Club, Mid-Atlantic Boat 
Club—these are all black yacht clubs. Many people 
may not know. We talk about PHC [Pembroke Hamil-
ton Club]. PHC was one of the first black yacht clubs. 
It was a yacht club, Mr. Speaker, before it became a 
football club. That only happened with Bummy Simons 
and those boys from Oak Point, where I was born, 
when they folded the Key West Rangers and joined 
PHC.  

But PHC started out as a yacht club in line 
with Bermuda's rich maritime history. This is what 
Larry Ellison and his colleagues and those visitors 
coming to Bermuda need to know. I would advise the 
Government, maybe through the Ministry of Culture or 
the Department of Culture, get the research done. 
Remember, if you can, Mr. Speaker, when we had the 
50th anniversary of the Theatre Boycott you had in 
front of the post office over there? Those large . . . 
what would you call those things? 
 
An Hon. Member: Banners? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The large posters, if you 
will, that had the black life in Bermuda that went back 

some time. And you even had one that was themed 
around the theatre boycott. We can have the same 
thing here, and those banners and those posters—
those large posters the size of these portraits right 
here—need to all be up in Dockyard.  
 So, anyway, Mr. Speaker, we also need to be 
attuned to the great cultural contribution of our people, 
both black and white in terms of our maritime history, 
and we need to convey that to our visitors and those 
who are organising the America's Cup.  
 Just staying on the historical trip, Mr. Speaker, 
as they say, I have heard that there are some people 
who are trying to convey Bermuda's role in terms of 
American history and they do not seem to want to en-
sure that it is a balanced view. For example, we had 
these Royal Gazette columnists, Martha Myron (not 
too long ago, yes), waxing enthusiastically about the 
America's Cup and Bermuda's link with American his-
tory because the Cup now is being held by America, 
and for the first time you will find the Cup being held 
(the regatta) in Bermuda, or in a place outside of the 
American mainland and islands. But, again, there was 
no conveying of the full history behind Bermuda's 
maritime past and Bermuda's relationship with the US.  

As a matter of fact, many of those Anglo-
Saxon interpreters of our history in Bermuda quite 
gleefully talk about Bermuda's role in helping the Con-
federacy. It was self-serving, but it was also familial 
links with the same Confederacy. I understand that. 
That is history we cannot change. But we ignore the 
fact that there were hundreds (perhaps) black Ber-
mudian men that joined the Union forces, including 
the Union Navy. That, too, is part of our legacy. That, 
too, is part of the legacy that our visitors and the or-
ganisers of the America's Cup need to understand.  
 Mr. Speaker, I will just conclude by saying that 
we think, again, that it is going to be a great event for 
Bermuda. We stand four-square with the Government 
on this. There is no space between us on this. We can 
argue about some of the details, like I said, in terms of 
diversity and the like, the cultural element of this. But 
we stand four-square with the Government and, 
again, we commend them for the excellent job they 
have done thus far on this front. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 31, the Minis-
ter for Tourism and Transport, Minister Shawn Crock-
well. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am certainly pleased to hear 
from the two speakers so far for the Opposition ex-
tending their support for the historic America's Cup 
which will be held out here in 2017.  
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The Shadow Minister was not fulsome in his 
support, and I was a little surprised by his criticism of 
the Opposition not being involved up until this point, 
Mr. Speaker. I was the Shadow Minister for Tourism 
for at least two years when the PGA Grand Slam was 
hosted here by the previous Government. I never got 
an invitation or a call about the event, and how it 
should be held, and what my opinion may have been 
at the time. That was a great event for Bermuda as 
well in terms of exposure.  

I always like for us to be consistent, Mr. 
Speaker, but I agree that this is an event that every-
one needs to embrace, because Bermuda will be on 
showcase, and people—influential people—will be 
coming here, in some respects, Mr. Speaker, for the 
first time. They will be introduced to Bermuda and 
they can become repeat visitors, because, you know, 
once people come to Bermuda they fall in love with 
Bermuda. So this is a wonderful opportunity for people 
to come here and see Bermuda at its best.  

We will be showcased to the world. So I could 
not agree any more that, yes, this is an event that we 
all need to rally around. But, with all due respect, I do 
not want to get into much of it because this is not what 
I wanted to talk about. But when you hear these calls 
for collaboration . . . And I have already said that we 
love throwing that word around, and not understand-
ing what it means to actually collaborate. But when 
people talk about let us collaborate . . . And we see 
the type of antics we have seen recently—
unprecedented antics, as it relates to the America's 
Cup—and you expect the Government to feel com-
fortable collaborating? So let us not just talk the talk, 
Mr. Speaker. We need to walk the walk when we talk 
about collaboration.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, this is a fantastic achieve-
ment for Bermuda. It is a once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity for Bermuda, which I believe is going to redefine 
us and reposition us, particularly as it relates to tour-
ism. Before I go on and articulate why I think that, I 
have to raise my one single objection to this proc-
ess—and I have had private conversation with my 
colleague, Dr. Gibbons—in that as a result of the 
America's Cup sometimes, Mr. Speaker, when you 
are good it could become a disadvantage to others. 
Unfortunately, because of the good work that my Di-
rector of TCD did during the application process and 
the bid process for the America's Cup, I am now going 
to lose my Director of TCD as she is going to be work-
ing full-time on the ACBDA. My loss, but certainly the 
gain of the new organisation. And I have no doubt that 
she will do a stellar job there. But I do have an objec-
tion to losing her, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we could not have asked for a 
better event to bolster tourism for Bermuda. There 
could not be a better event to fit into what I categorise 
as "Brand Bermuda." This fits in like a glove, Mr. 
Speaker. We will have high net worth individuals com-
ing here in the thousands to come and witness this 

World Cup of sailing, Mr. Speaker. This will help with 
the sports tourism that we are trying to grow, because 
what a great place Bermuda is for teams to come here 
and do their spring training.  

We can reintroduce Bermuda so close to the 
East Coast as a great destination for sporting events. 
We already have many on our calendar, which I will 
get to in a minute. The marketing and media exposure 
that we will get from this event . . . we could never pay 
for. The PGA Grand Slam which was here for eight 
years . . . you know we got great media exposure from 
that reaching millions of households. But that event 
will pale in significance to this event and the marketing 
impact of the America's Cup. It will be seen world-
wide—in North America, the Pacific Rim, New Zea-
land, Australia and the Middle East. Never have we 
had such exposure.  

That is the potential that we have for this Is-
land, and the event is going to be on our greatest as-
set—the water! That is where all the cameras are go-
ing to be, on the water—the turquoise water, the gor-
geous reefs in the middle of our summer. It is going to 
be spectacular, Mr. Speaker. We can look forward to 
thousands of people who will converge on Bermuda. 

As I said earlier, the high net worth individuals 
will be here. They can fall in love with Bermuda and 
decide to come back time and time again. And I heard 
the last Honourable Member who spoke, and I heard 
the Honourable Shadow Minister when he spoke 
about the need to ensure, from an economic perspec-
tive, that this event touches and benefits everyone. I 
believe that with such an event, if you have an entre-
preneurial spirit, it is almost impossible not to be able 
to figure out how to make a good buck when tens of 
thousands of people, or thousands of people are go-
ing to be here with needs, and service needs, product 
needs, are going to be here and they are going to be 
looking to be catered to. So we are looking for the in-
telligent Bermudian—and we have many—the entre-
preneurial Bermudian—and we have many—to start 
applying their minds to, What can I do? to make the 
experience of these guests even better.  

Just imagine . . . and again, my only other 
disappointment is that the event is that the major 
event is being held in June. I am very pleased that 
some of the preliminary events will be held during our 
slower season, and that is good for tourism. But the 
main event will be held in June. I was lobbying the 
Minister to try and push to see if we could get a little 
bit earlier. April or May would have been great be-
cause, clearly, our normal guests and our normal vol-
ume will be here. But, Mr. Speaker, the hotels will be 
full to capacity. The private lodging, like the Honour-
able Shadow Minister has, will be full to capacity. We 
will have, Mr. Speaker, restaurants full.  

I was speaking to someone the other day who 
asked the question, Well, how will this benefit me? I 
said, Well, where do you work? She said, I am wait-
ress, and said the establishment where she works, 
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which is a very good restaurant. I said, Well, just 
imagine. Your restaurant survives off of not just vol-
ume but a certain quality of clientele. When you get a 
person that is going to come in and pay $600 for a 
bottle of wine, you are going to get gratuities off of 
that. And if you have groups coming in on a daily ba-
sis over a period of time, that restaurant is going to be 
buzzing and you in your employment will directly 
benefit from that. And the light bulb went on, Mr. 
Speaker.  

So the restaurants will be full. Gas stations 
will be busy, particularly marinas, Mr. Speaker. The 
retail shops that exist will be full. Street vendors and 
new vendors can come up with different products to 
sell. Taxi drivers, minibus operators, the excursions, 
tourism excursions. . . everyone, in fact. I do not think 
that there is going to be enough activity and enough 
business to satisfy, Mr. Speaker, the demand that we 
are going to see in 2017.  

That means that we need the likes of the Di-
rector of TCD to work hard because there is a lot of 
work to be done, Mr. Speaker. A lot of work to be 
done. We have to get ready. And it will be a lot easier 
if we are working together and if we are talking on the 
same page that we can get that work done.  
 Imagine once it is here and once it is over, Mr. 
Speaker, just like now we can always say that we 
were a host of the PGA Grand Slam. They can never 
take that from us, even if it never comes back. We can 
always market Bermuda and market our golf product 
as the home (once upon a time) of the PGA Grand 
Slam. So with the America's Cup coming to Bermuda 
we will always be able to tell the world that we were a 
host venue for the America's Cup. That has long-term 
value.  

So to add to our already growing sports cal-
endar we have, Mr. Speaker, as you know the World 
Rugby Classic which is great, we have the Squash 
Challenge, we have the Bermuda Marathon weekend, 
we have the Billfish Tournament, the Flyfish Invita-
tional, the Argo Cup, the Newport to Bermuda, the 
International Invitation Race Week, and now we have 
the America's Cup. I think that this can really be a 
feather in our cap as it relates to sports tourism for 
Bermuda. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the theme that we have 
heard so far from the other side is that we need to 
engage everyone. I have said to the Minister who is 
responsible, I have said to my Cabinet colleagues, 
that it is imperative—and there is unanimous agree-
ment on this—that we have to formulate an educa-
tional message. We have to take it to the people. We 
have to articulate what opportunities are there, so the 
Tourism Authority has a role to play. Let me say, to 
blow their trumpet, because they are constantly under 
scrutiny, that they have played a fantastic role in this 
process.  

So, Dr. Gibbons is on the front line, but he has 
had a tremendous team behind him to make this hap-

pen, and the BTA has played a fantastic role, particu-
larly the Director of Marketing, Mr. Speaker. But we 
need to enumerate what products and what services 
are going to be needed. We need to take that to the 
people. Create a path for participation. Show them 
that this is how you can get involved. Some people 
may have great ideas, but they do not know how to 
bring it to fruition. So we need to get out there and 
say, Here is the path for participation, and we then 
need to figure out a way for those who may not be 
able to do it for lack of resources . . . we need to figure 
out a way to offer them support, because I agree that 
it is paramount that everyone that wants to be in-
volved and wants to benefit have the opportunity to 
benefit.  
 The immediate impact, so far, Mr. Speaker, as 
individuals have already stated, we have had families 
move to Bermuda already. So they are living in some-
one's property and they are going to the grocery 
stores, going to the restaurants. They are enrolling 
their kids in school. So there has already been an infil-
tration within our community. But in relation to hotel 
development, people have said those that have been 
thinking about development have now made decisions 
and have said we definitely want to develop now and 
be ready for 2017.  

This announcement, the procurement of the 
America's Cup, has facilitated development. We saw 
at the Fairmount Hamilton Princess right after the an-
nouncement said they are going to add an additional 
million dollars to their development and build suites 
which the Premier and I and other Members of the 
Government went down and did a walk-through yes-
terday. We went up to these suites, and the view is 
just unbelievable. It is going to be spectacular! And 
they have already told us that even for the preliminary 
races those suites are booked out. There are other 
projects (I would not call them all) that have acceler-
ated the development because of the announcement 
of the America's Cup. 
 Now, in the Act, we see that . . . and I can 
probably get into it more in Committee, but there are 
specific areas that deal with the Ministry of Transport. 
You can see that there are 80 vehicles that are going 
to be coming into the Island, and the like. What I want 
to highlight is the fact that although taxi drivers during 
this time will probably be flat out because it is going to 
be our normal high season and then we are going to 
add this on top of it but, Mr. Speaker, there are going 
to be potential job opportunities for individuals. I 
mean, hey, I do not know what the vehicles are going 
to be, whether it is a Lexus, or whether it is BMW—
that is not a bad job to be hired for the full time of the 
America's Cup to be transporting individuals to where 
they need to go. That is job creation, Mr. Speaker, 
and if taxi drivers are too busy running their normal 
business, then this could create additional jobs for 
Bermudians.  
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 I just want to say before I take my seat, as I 
see my time is running short, Mr. Speaker, that I be-
lieve the America's Cup Event Authority appreciates 
the comments that the Honourable Member made 
before he took his seat about the importance of un-
derstanding the sailing culture in Bermuda. When I 
met with Sir Russell Coutts, he said to me that he is 
committed to taking sailing into the schools and intro-
ducing it to our young people and getting our young 
people involved in the euphoria of the event. He does 
not want this to have a one-time impact. He wants this 
event to have generational impact in Bermuda once it 
is gone.  

I know that he met with representatives of the 
various boat clubs across the Island. Maybe he does 
not know the history as in-depth as was presented a 
few minutes ago, but clearly I got the sense that they 
want to immerse themselves, Mr. Speaker, into Ber-
muda, understand our culture, add to the culture and 
make this event an event that can elevate the country 
and hopefully, Mr. Speaker, it is certainly my aspira-
tion that we all can link arms.  

We are not averse, Mr. Speaker, to working 
with the Opposition and making sure that this event is 
a successful event. But let us be real, Mr. Speaker. 
We have heard things out there that have not neces-
sarily been helpful. So let us all get on the same page. 
This is an event that I believe can reposition Bermuda, 
reposition our tourism industry, and take us to places 
that we have only dreamed about. That is the aspira-
tion. I believe that we can achieve it, Mr. Speaker, if 
we work together, if we mean what we say, Mr. 
Speaker, hopefully this can be the event that . . . and 
as I said, I was interviewed right after we made the 
announcement and the reporter asked me what did I 
think. And I said the achievement of the America's 
Cup is the answer to a prayer. It gives us hope and, I 
believe, Mr. Speaker, if we do work together this can 
change the fortunes of Bermuda, so I support it.  

I would like to say congratulations to my col-
league, Dr. Gibbons, for a job well done because no 
one thought we were going to be successful. We were 
successful and now we have to make it happen. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 13, Devonshire North Cen-
tral, MP Glenn Blakeney. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, and of course I will join the chorus of not just 
the Government Members but also the Opposition in 
confirming our position and support for this very pres-
tigious and auspicious international sailing event.  

 First and foremost, I think it would be remiss 
of me not to give credit to the Minister, the substantive 
Minister, for securing with the team that he had ac-
cess to the 35th America's Cup for Bermuda. Particu-
larly Jasmin Smith who has now, I hear, been 
poached by another Ministry. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: He could not have a better 
asset in his corner. And also the chief parliamentary 
counsel, both of whom are here this afternoon in 
Chamber, Cathryn Balfour Swain, for doing such a 
commendable job in working behind the scenes and 
very seldom getting the kind of credit they deserve 
because the politicians tend to be out front taking all 
of the praise on these kinds of situations.  

But let no one be fooled. [The praise for] the 
yeoman work in these kinds of situations goes in great 
deserving part to those that work behind the scenes 
such as Jasmin and Cathryn. 
 Now, history: History is very, very important. 
The Minister of Tourism that just took his seat re-
flected on history and the significance and also the 
support of the concept that it is very, very important, if 
not imperative, that the America's Cup organisers, 
particularly those coming into the country, understand 
the culture relative to the sport and the significance of 
those that are already involved in the sport in Ber-
muda—albeit on a much smaller scale regarding the 
sport of sailing. So, I am just going to reflect in a dif-
ferent way on the historical evolution and where we 
are from our community position and why we are con-
cerned that the opportunities be spread out as much 
as possible. A number of points made by all of those 
who have spoken before me have alluded to it being 
open, and the organisers, the ACBDA, looking to in-
clude and be inclusive. I think that is imperative.  
 "In 1851 a radical looking schooner ghosted 
out of the afternoon mist and swiftly sailed past the 
Royal Yacht stationed in the Solent, between the Isle 
of Wight and the south coast of England, on an after-
noon when Queen Victoria was watching a sailing 
race. 

“As the schooner, named America, passed 
the Royal Yacht in first position, and saluted by dip-
ping its ensign three times, Queen Victoria asked one 
of her attendants to tell her who was in second place. 
‘Your Majesty, there is no second,’ came the reply. 
That phrase, just four words, is still the best descrip-
tion of the America’s Cup, and how it represents the 
singular pursuit of excellence.  
 “That day in August, 1851, the yacht America, 
representing the young New York Yacht Club, would 
go on to beat the best the British could offer and win 
the Royal Yacht Squadron’s 100 Pound Cup. This 
was more than a simple boat race however, as it 
symbolised a great victory for the new world over the 
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old, a triumph that unseated Great Britain as the 
world’s undisputed maritime power." 
 Just a couple more paragraphs— 
 
The Speaker: Let us know the reference so it can be 
on the record. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The reference is the2 history 
of the America's Cup, so if anyone has access to the 
Internet that is all you need to type in the search en-
gine. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, thanks. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, no problem. 
 The final two paragraphs of just this brief 
overview of the history: 
 "The trophy would go to the young democracy 
of the United States and it would be well over 100 
years before it was taken away from New York." And 
this is just an elaboration on the initial reference to the 
history of the Cup by my colleague from constitu-
ency 21. 
 "Shortly after America won the 100 Guinea 
Cup in 1851, New York Yacht Club Commodore John 
Cox Stevens and the rest of his ownership syndicate 
sold the celebrated schooner and returned home to 
New York as heroes. They donated the trophy to the 
New York Yacht Club under a Deed of Gift, which 
stated that the trophy was to be ‘a perpetual challenge 
cup for friendly competition between nations.’”  
 A synopsis of the history, for those within 
hearing this broadcast in radio-land, there you have 
just some background on the history of the America's 
Cup. I think to put it in context it is important. 
 I will now give you, in relation to the sport of 
sailing, the history of one of our prestigious black sail-
ing clubs, because I want to focus on the opportunity 
and those that concur that this should be spread 
across the community at large. I think it is important to 
highlight those persons that do not normally get the 
kind of opportunities that other persons, who are in a 
position of accessing better resources, are able to get.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to reflect on the West 
End Sailboat Club, and I am not going to do any other. 
I am using this as an example because I think that— 
 
The Speaker: Good example. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —the history will give a wide 
context. The West End Sailboat Club, yes. 
 I must give credit to the commodore, Emily 
Deshields, for edifying me on that history because I 
am not a maritime person or a sailor. But for the bene-
fit of the listening public, and for Members of this 
House that may not know about the history that is sig-
nificant in context of the sport of sailing for black sail-

2 http://www.americascup.com/en/history.html  

ors in this country, I am going to share the informa-
tion. 
 The West End Sailboat Club emerged from a 
group of Somerset men who enjoyed sailing and boat 
building. In the 1930s Sunday dinghy sailboat racing 
was held in the waters off the west side in Ely's Har-
bour in Somerset, as most dinghies were kept at Big 
Bay or the Scaur.  

It is believed that one of the first Comets was 
owned by Nick Swan in 1937. However, it was not 
until about 1940 that craftsmen like Alfie Cann, Ed-
ward Jack Cross, Sinclair “Slim” Lambert, Leon (Bully) 
Lambert, Kanute “Tutor” Lambert, Ansby Perincheif, 
Arnold “Midnight” Knights, J. W. Maxwell, Mack Rob-
inson, and Lumbly Burt built or secured their own 
boats. Comet racing became popular amongst the 
same group of dinghy sailors. History tells us that Al-
bert “Nervy” Simons, Aflie Cann and Jack Cross 
called on Ossie Philpott to enlist his support in forming 
a boat club. It was there in Mr. Philpott's carpentry 
shop where meetings were held that the West End 
Sailboat Club came into being with Mr. O. H. Philpott 
as its first commodore in 1941.  
 Some of the earlier meetings were held under 
a grove of Pride of India trees on the shoreline at 
West Side near Daniel's Head. Regular series of 
Comet races were held in the Great Sound, and in 
1944 the idea of a long distance race to St. George's 
was introduced. We know that as being the long dis-
tance Comet race that continues on today in the 
month of June and usually coincides with our now Na-
tional Heroes Day.  
 On the day of the first long distance race, 20th 
of May 1944, 12 boats set out in 40 knot winds and 
only four finished with the first place honours going to 
Kanute “Tutor” Lambert sailing in Seahawk. He cov-
ered the course in 1 hour and 13 minutes in 40 knot 
winds establishing a record which still stands today. 
Mr. Lambert won the race with not one but two crew 
aboard, Maxwell “Maxie” Philpott and Kenneth 
“Chicky” Philpott and his two first cousins. 
 Now, that is just a little background to give the 
significance to how far back in our maritime history we 
have had black sailing clubs involved in this sport in a 
very serious way.  
 Now, let us go to the America's Cup again, 
where, recently, there was the African Diaspora Mari-
time America's Cup Trustee settlement. After three 
years of legal wrangling, Mr. Speaker, a sailing group 
of North Carolina and the bearer of the prestigious 
America's Cup trophy reached a settlement late in 
2014 (around August 21st I believe) and it followed 
court ordered mediation in New York's commercial 
division.  

The July 23rd settlement between African Di-
aspora Maritime Corporation and Golden Gate Yacht 
Club scuttled a dispute prompted by a spurned 
chance to compete in the 34th America's Cup, the 
premier, international yacht sailing race. The case is 
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pretty well known and the ADM (as the non-profit sail-
ing group is referred to in the court briefs) aims to 
promote the visibility of African American competitive 
sailors and raise awareness of the role of blacks in 
maritime history.  

The group submitted an application and the 
$25,000 fee on March 31, 2011, to compete in the 
defender series against defender Oracle Team USA 
backed by billionaire Larry Ellison. Two weeks later 
Golden Gate rejected the application saying it was not 
satisfied that ADM would have the resources and ex-
pense to have a reasonable chance at winning the 
America's Cup defender series. Well, it came to a 
conclusion because of a meeting of the minds where 
there was an out-of-court settlement.  

Fast forward to now. I also had the opportu-
nity to meet Sir Russell Coutts—phenomenal sailor. I 
believe he has won the America's Cup like eight times 
or something like that and hence knighthood for his 
prowess in that particular competition and the sport of 
sailing, because in many other competitions he has 
just been an overachiever (I suppose, would be a 
good way for lack of a better term to put it) with his 
success. I had the opportunity to speak with him and I 
found him to be a very affable person who appeared 
to me to be very genuine in his consideration and 
sensitivities to some of the concerns that he may have 
heard relative to the opportunities and that kind of 
thing.  

He had taken a tour of St. George's because 
he was very interested in seeing (as was mentioned 
by the speaker before me) the evolution and the 
commitment extended to young sailing programmes 
and young sailors to get them excited about the sport. 
I believe it is important for him and for those he is as-
sociated with to recognise that the black sailing clubs 
in this country do not have the kind of opportunities as 
other sailing clubs—such as the Dinghy Club, the 
Royal Bermuda Yacht Club. They are the first ones 
thought of, even when there are contributions from 
corporations that have the kind of capital that they feel 
is deserving of being donated to the sport.  

Now, with the America's Cup there has been 
a significant donation, which is a very good thing, to 
one of those sailing clubs. It would be great if that 
same consideration could be given to the clubs that 
have by far been responsible for the success of some 
of the best sailors in the country. I believe Mr. Coutts 
understands that, because in the press conference 
that he facilitated for the media that I attended, one of 
the questions I asked was, What was the makeup of 
the crew in the America's Cup? because it seemed to 
me to be an anomaly that there would be a British 
sailor sailing an American sailboat for America. How 
does that make you feel? Where is your loyalty? All 
that kind of stuff.  

As a sportsperson, I suppose it is no different 
with soccer. You could be a national player for a coun-
try but play your actual domestic football or interna-

tional football for another country in an international 
competition, like the European Cup . . . or not the 
European Cup, but one of those Cups where the 
league teams play against the A-teams from other 
countries but a player could be in a league team play-
ing against his country. Just as an example.  

And he said (you know, he was one that sup-
ported) it was 25 per cent of crew from the actual 
country the boat represents has to be (a minimum of 
25 per cent) competing on the boat. But he said he 
would like to see 50 per cent. His rationale for it being 
where you could have other crew members from other 
nationalities was that Bermuda could spawn a sailor 
worthy of consideration to sail on one of the America's 
Cup challenging boats because it is unlikely that Ber-
muda would ever have the syndicate that would be 
substantial enough to compete in the competition.  

But why not a Bermudian sailor? White, black, 
Portuguese or other? So I buy into that because the 
benefit for the individual also benefits the country be-
cause if that Bermudian is on the boat that wins, then 
Bermuda has something to celebrate as well. Then 
there is more attention on Bermuda, meaning that 
there must be something happening really good in the 
sport of sailing in Bermuda which now increases 
(where I buy into again with the Minister who just took 
his seat) the benefits to be derived from sports tour-
ism. No doubt about it.  
 When we look at the local black sailing clubs 
and the resources that they require to have successful 
junior programmes there is a pronounced definite, 
unequivocal, undeniable need. So I would suggest 
that the ACBDA take a bold move (after Sir Russell 
Coutts having met with the black sailing clubs and 
other sailing clubs has had an opportunity to get some 
context or some of the challenges maybe or what they 
would like to do with their programmes, et cetera, et 
cetera) and make it a part of their commitment to not 
only encourage but help to enable those black clubs 
that are in dire need of financial assistance and re-
sources, to enjoy commercial benefit opportunity.  

Now, how could that happen, possibly? Just 
as an example, the America's Cup owns the franchise 
of the America's Cup. Anything that says America's 
Cup is protected by intellectual property rights. But 
there is nothing that says the ACBDA cannot negoti-
ate with the America's Cup, and Mr. Ellison himself, 
and say, Listen, can we get a quota of something—a 
trinket, something arts and crafts, a memento or 
whatever? Because if there is 2,000, 3,000, 4,000, 
10,000 people visiting Bermuda, they may want to 
take a memento back, not just to show off but to con-
firm that they attended the America's Cup in Bermuda. 
They now become walking billboards, and if they buy 
five, six or seven or ten of those shirts with an emblem 
on it saying 35th America's Cup Bermuda, they are 
walking billboards because now Bermuda is in the 
context.  
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There is a spin-off benefit. So if there could be 
an extension of the franchise to those clubs from a 
concessionary perspective there is an automatic 
revenue benefit to be arrived. It is only three—East 
End Mini-Yacht Club, the Mid-Atlantic Boat Club and 
the West End Sailboat Club. They could have their 
concession stands and each have maybe a different 
item or multiple items, and that would be great.  

Now, that is not to say they cannot or will not 
make an approach. But would it not be nice to come 
the other way where, through your sensitivity being 
edified as to your challenge that exists, you can help 
and offer as a gesture of goodwill, as an overture of 
goodwill? I think that would almost galvanise buy-in 
from the grass roots—the families of those black sail-
ors and those sailing clubs. It may even help them to 
lift up the sport in their communities and neighbour-
hoods and attract more membership, et cetera, who 
may have to be involved to man the concession 
stands and talk about the history of each respective 
club.  

They could have their own paraphernalia 
there for that sailing enthusiast that is nostalgic, or 
whatever, or just wants to have something about 
Bermuda and relative to the sport of sailing. Because 
our dinghies that go way, way, way, way back were 
built by some incredible shipwrights here in Ber-
muda—a number of which were black. So now it neu-
tralises anything really to do with racism and just the 
fact that the common denominator is the sport of sail-
ing that all ethnic groups may have an affinity for, and 
now related to the context of Bermuda, because it is 
something that is unknown. And with our rich, rich 
maritime history, what better opportunity to get it out 
there, especially when the Minister that sat down be-
fore me said it is important that we take the informa-
tion (and I paraphrase) for the opportunity to the peo-
ple as opposed to what would be the norm of the peo-
ple going and saying, Here, I got a proposal. Can I 
do? Can I have? May I be considered? 

So I buy in to the Minister's idea that it would 
be great from a public relations exercise to convert the 
hearts and minds of people through opportunities be-
ing extended before even asked for. I do not think that 
is a far stretch. It is a great suggestion. Also, I would 
reiterate the AC organisers under the Act, Mr. 
Speaker, can apply for exceptions and exemptions to 
be considered and approved for similar activities and 
concessions to be facilitated all over the Island if they 
so desire.  

So if there is a stopgap measure that limits 
reception on Front Street, where all the people on 
Front Street, the businesses that have alcohol li-
cences, et cetera, have the reception—they enjoy the 
derivative benefit of liquor sales or dining and the like. 
Well, there are so many other places in Bermuda that 
(with that opportunity) would almost be welcoming to 
someone that has not been there before and they 
want to get more familiar with the real Bermudiana of 

the grassroots. So St. George's, North Hamilton, 
places in Devonshire—if we cannot do it on our own, 
but the America's Cup folks have the access to the 
Minister to consider and make an exception go on 
behalf of the community and say, Listen, can we de-
velop a process where there is a criteria that entre-
preneurs in this country can apply through us. We vet, 
make it easy for you—and then recommend you facili-
tate approval of a reception in St. George's—at the St. 
George's Hotel, at Fort St. Catherine, a festival-like up 
at Trinity where it is built around the history of sailing 
and our designated heritage site of St. George's and 
the old town. There is a great harbour there. It could 
be around a sailing race. That is where Mr. Russell 
Coutts could get involved possibly from the organisa-
tional part of it and relate it to sailing and the commit-
ment of the America's Cup as a goodwill gesture in 
response to Bermuda and them working out, securing 
the competition for 2017. 

These are the kinds of out-of-the-box ideas, 
concepts, visions that I would hope would not be 
frowned upon or ignored, but seriously considered on 
their merit so that there is that opportunity for all-
inclusiveness. Because once you include, the people 
that feel included become endorsers for the idea, for 
the concept, for the buy-in. So their families, their 
friends, their associates, their work partners are being 
told what they are involved with, the opportunity, how 
great it is, and then they may convert those that may 
be lukewarm, a naysayer or otherwise, to be proactive 
in not just supporting in a financial way through reve-
nue streams created but coming out on the sea and 
really watching the race that they might not ever have 
had an interest in before—but for the relationship of 
the persons involved. Not just for those coming into 
the Island to witness the races on the water.  

Maybe these black yacht clubs among them 
have a number of pleasure and leisure boats and 
there is an opportunity for them to take out a number 
of people to the course to witness the race. Another 
opportunity, because the boat has to be fuelled . . . 
there is a substantiation to have an admission price. 
So these are the kinds of things that might be offered 
coming from the organisers. Because as the Minister 
before said, you know, in looking for intelligent people 
(not to say that we are not looking for unintelligent 
people) but what is intelligence really especially if 
there is no common sense applied. So from a com-
mon sense perspective there may be that person that 
may not be intellectually inclined, but might be a great 
entrepreneur if given an opportunity to do something 
that is worthy but may not have either the motivation 
or the nerve or does not want to be rejected because 
of a perception that could be false.  

If you go the other way and approach, then it 
is a welcoming . . . you kind of neutralise [the situa-
tion] and people become comfortable. When they be-
come comfortable, they become confident. When they 
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become confident, they act on—and failure is usually 
not an option once they have met a criteria. 
 So it has to be meritorious based, but the op-
portunity, it can be inclusive. Those that might not 
otherwise even take a look at the potential opportu-
nity, because they fear before they even ask, they are 
rejected out of hand. That is what we are kind of talk-
ing about. Not everyone who has an entrepreneurial 
spirit or endeavour has the nerve, the wherewithal to 
present out of fear of being rejected because of his-
torical things and other things related to the experi-
ences of those that might be considered an under-
class or underprivileged in ways that we all know—
that we all know.  

I believe this is the first time that the Amer-
ica's Cup is being held in a jurisdiction that has a ma-
jority black population. It speaks volumes. It speaks 
volumes that they came to an out-of-court settlement 
in New York on the African Diaspora Maritime sailors 
that wanted to compete to see if they were up to 
scratch, but because there was the perception that 
they did not have the resources nor did they have the 
athletic talent as sailors to be competitive they were 
rejected out of hand. But once it was explained and 
the courts dictated that a mediation take place, there 
was an out-of-court settlement. So who knows what 
will happen down the road. We might see the first 
black syndicate actually competing. You have to start 
somewhere just competing. If you lose, you know 
what you have to do to win the next time. But at least 
the opportunity is there and that is what we have been 
trying to impart on this side of the House.  

If you are going to be genuine about the op-
portunity of inclusiveness being a commitment on this 
35th America's Cup, then it cannot only be [by] spoken 
word. It has to be [by] action. If there is that action and 
it is coming the other way where the overture is made 
first, as opposed to waiting on people to come and 
bring a proposal to you, sometimes it just helps to 
trigger something. And that is all we are saying.  

I think you will get a much broader buy-in, Mr. 
Speaker, and the knock-on effect will be incredible for 
this wonderful event that has an incredible potential to 
. . . not put Bermuda on the map, per se, but to make 
Bermuda a desirable place to enjoy leisurely and to 
look for opportunity for business endeavour. As was 
stated earlier, this is a billion dollar sport, this Amer-
ica's Cup. So those people that are well-endowed fi-
nancially will be encouraged, invited, and welcomed to 
come here to enjoy the event.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 1, which is St. George's, 
MP Bascome. 
 You have the floor. 
 

Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 First of all, I would like to say to the Honour-
able Dr. Grant Gibbons and his committee a big con-
grats. And to that Honourable Member who just took 
his seat, most of the things that he is talking about, 
Mr. Speaker, we in St. George's have taken the initia-
tive to lead the way.  

The first approach was made to the Honour-
able Dr. Grant Gibbons who informed me that we 
needed to speak with Mr. . . . I cannot recall his name, 
the Chairman. We have set up a meeting for next 
week. We are looking to put a big screen in the 
square, Mr. Speaker. We are presently negotiating 
with CableVision for a fee. The Fort has been factored 
into the circumstance. We are looking to do concerts. I 
believe that the Minister must have been on the wall 
as we were having our discussions. 

I am going to say again, Mr. Speaker, that I 
believe that people need to make the approach. If you 
are afraid of being rejected, you will always be a fail-
ure. That is why I use the analogy, When you believe 
you can achieve, with desire you can acquire. We, in 
the town of St. George's, will be at the forefront of the 
America's Cup.  

I have had numerous people come to me and 
ask how they can get involved. I have said to them, 
The opportunity is there. You have been talking for 
years—‘we should be doing that, we should be doing 
this’—now is the opportunity for you to take the bull by 
the horns and make sure that things happen for you 
and your family. This is an opportunity, Mr. Speaker, 
that I believe [will put] Bermuda on the map.  

We have a number of sailors in the town of St. 
George's who will be a part of the international race. 
About a month ago I was on the ferry, Mr. Speaker, 
and, being the forward person that I am, I was speak-
ing to a family. The gentleman happens to be the 
manager of the US French sailing team. In St. 
George's we have had three people buy properties 
that were in mothballs. They are looking to renovate to 
get involved. We have a young man that has bought 
four or five houses. He is looking to redevelop them 
into tourist accommodations.  

I believe in the town of St. George's we have 
taken the initiative, Mr. Speaker. We are always 
looked upon as the “elusive” town. But in this particu-
lar circumstance, Mr. Speaker, we will be the “illustri-
ous” town. We have taken the lead and we will be 
supportive of whatever the America's Cup is bringing 
to Bermuda. 
 Now, I could stand all day and speak, Mr. 
Speaker, but I believe [in] short, precise and to the 
point. Look, learn and do not forget to listen. With that, 
Mr. Speaker, I will sit down. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
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 Are there any other Honourable Members 
who care to speak? 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister for Community, Culture and Sport, Minister 
Gordon-Pamplin. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have coming [over] the hori-
zon perhaps one of the most exhilarating international 
sporting events that anybody could witness. 
 I think, Mr. Speaker, anybody . . . when you 
heard of the America's Cup, if you had not been a 
connoisseur of sailing and you just happened to either 
turn on the television or maybe just have a chat with 
somebody and they said, Go to YouTube, you would 
find, Mr. Speaker, some of the pictures or film clips of 
races that had happened in San Francisco, Madam 
Deputy Speaker— 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And when you 
look at the speed of these boats all you can do is just 
hold your breath, Madam Deputy Speaker.  

What I was certainly able to do was embrace 
the idea that this is going to be very real. This is going 
to be us. This is going to be Bermuda putting itself 
front and centre on the world stage of international 
sailing competitions.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I have to join the 
chorus of applause to my honourable colleague, Dr. 
the Honourable Grant Gibbons, and his entire team 
who have worked assiduously to ensure that we were 
able to land this big prize. The previous venue was 
San Francisco. And I know that when we were in ne-
gotiations we were in competition with the likes of San 
Diego and places where, when you look at it on the 
overall scheme of things, it might have been that the 
organisers may just as easily have determined that 
those venues may have been better than ours.  

But there was something, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, which allowed those event organisers to 
come to Bermuda to see what we have to offer and to 
make the determination that this is where they want to 
be able to sail America's Cup 35.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I can remember the 
day that the Cup arrived in Bermuda. I sat on the lawn 
of the Cabinet Building and watched, not just as the 
white gloved individuals came and . . . I mean, this 
Cup is so sensitive, they do not want . . . I think when 
you touch it with your bare hands body oils can help to 
diminish the quality. So they made sure that [no one] 
touched it with their bare hands. So when I watched it 
what impressed me more than anything else, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, was that sitting two rows behind me 
was Dennis Connor, someone of whom . . . you know, 

as a person coming up and being an athlete and lov-
ing to look at all sorts of sports, you knew the name 
Dennis Connor. And now here [he] was live and in the 
flesh, an individual that fits the face that fitted the 
name.  

But more importantly to me, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, was the podium. And on the podium, as the 
Cup arrived with all the executives of the Event Au-
thority, we saw young Micah Raynor. His mom is Beth 
Ann Thomas. And Micah stood there with a sense of 
pride that was so infectious, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I could feel the excitement. I could feel the excitement 
of this young man when I heard the story of his prow-
ess in sailing and what he has been able to accom-
plish. Imagine what that young man will feel from here 
until eternity to know that he was a part of the official 
ceremony that welcomed the America's Cup here in 
Bermuda while he was but a young man.  
 So why it is very important? We have heard 
the refrain coming right across the spectrum of every-
one who has spoken in terms of ensuring that there 
must be benefit for the greater community. And, cer-
tainly, those are the things that have been held in the 
forefront of the Honourable Member who has piloted 
this event, the event committee, and everybody who 
has been involved. We recognise that in order to con-
tinue to bring our people together, in order for us to be 
able to work together as a country and to show off . . . 
I mean, I am usually very modest in that sort of re-
gard. I am not the sort of person who is going to show 
off. But I think that this is a time that we can show off 
everything that we have to offer. So we are very mind-
ful of the importance of ensuring that everybody is 
embraced. 
 The one thing, though, and I think it is almost . 
. . I think it is inadvertent. I do not think it is malicious. 
I believe it is inadvertent that people would say things 
like, How am I going to benefit? and What is in it for 
me? I actually listened to a talk show the other day in 
which the host said, Make sure that people say no. 
You know, you force them to tell you no. I think, re-
spectfully, that is the wrong approach. That is the 
wrong approach.  

What we are hoping to do from the outset is to 
ensure that we have town hall meetings, that we have 
educational seminars so that people can know how 
they can link in to this particular event. We want to 
ensure that people are not going to be standing by the 
roadside and have— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order. Point of or-
der, [Madam] Deputy Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, please? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 You have the floor. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. She is referring to a conversa-
tion that was on the radio with the host Sherry J. I lis-
tened to that myself. She was trying to tell Bermudi-
ans look, do not be defeatists. Put your applications 
in. Let them tell you no. Do not start from the position 
that, Well, they are not going to take me anyway, so it 
does not make sense to apply. That was the context. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That was not the 
context. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: That was the context. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. You know, every-
one receives things and hears things differently. 
 Thank you. 

Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That was com-
pletely not the context. However, if that was his im-
pression, I am happy to accept that. We hear things 
and we internalise them perhaps differently. 
 But let me just say that one of the big criti-
cisms that came on that occasion was, Why are they 
talking about Front Street? And why are we talking 
about segregating a portion of Front Street for Front 
Street to be able to have benefit when it came to spe-
cial areas, and what about the other areas? Well, one 
of the things that is in the Bill and the reason it is there 
for Front Street is that the challenger series is going to 
be on the Harbour. So it is not . . . I am sorry, the 
World Series is going to be on the Harbour. And be-
cause the World Series is on the Harbour what it is 
saying is that when the Event Authority wants to be 
able to set up areas on the waterfront to accommo-
date services for the event that is on the Harbour . . . 
there is no ulterior motive.  

It was not intended to slight anywhere else—
either St. George's or anywhere else. It was not in-
tended to slight. It was basically saying that there 
have to be rules and regulations in place that will ac-
commodate where the race is going to be. There is 
not a waterfront in Court Street in North Hamilton so 
that is the purpose for Front Street being specified in 
this particular Act in the context in which it was men-
tioned. I think it is very important to understand. You 
know, it is a lot easier to complain and criticise without 
perhaps stopping to understand the reasons behind 
the manner in which the legislation is crafted.  
 Let me also say that as we look at the benefits 
to the community at large, not the least of which is 
going to be [the need for] accommodations. I heard 
very shortly after the Cup was announced people say, 
Oh, goody, I can move out of my house and I will be 
able to get “X” number of dollars per month for rent for 

my house. And people are willing to move out, share 
with others and make their homes available because 
of the demand that we are likely to have.  
 But we may not necessarily have sufficient 
supply for all of the accommodations that are going to 
be needed. So I remember chuckling and laughing 
with that individual, I said, You know, everybody who 
has got a dog house is going to have to move into the 
dog house if you are going to allow people to come 
and rent your home, because we have a responsibility 
to ensure that the experiences that our visitors have is 
going to be a memorable one. We are going to have 
to do what we have to do in order to ensure that they 
are effectively and properly accommodated.  
 But let me also say that we heard a lot of criti-
cism [like], We are not involved. [Remember], it has 
been just over two months since it was announced 
that Bermuda was successful. Just over two months! 
December 2nd or 3rd I believe— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: December 2nd 
was the date that Bermuda was announced as the 
successful venue.  

Fast forward to January 2nd, February 2nd . . . 
it is two months and two weeks. In two months and 
two weeks we managed to get the America's Cup Act 
put before the House of Assembly, this Honourable 
House, so that we have the opportunity to debate it. 
We have put together the ACBDA, for the local Event 
Authority. The Honourable Minister leading this 
charge has managed to poach (as we have heard ear-
lier) one of the key employees from the Minister of 
Tourism and Transport—albeit he is not happy. But 
you have to put an infrastructure in; you have to put a 
base in place before you can start to build.  

I think that we are looking to ensure that this 
is successful and, yes, this involves the entire Ber-
mudian community. This is not an “us” and “them” 
situation. So I am very pleased, very pleased, to hear 
the support that has been articulated by Members op-
posite to a person for this event and the commitment 
that they have to be able to support and see how we 
can collaborate and work together for the better good 
of Bermuda. 
 One of the things that we are able to capital-
ise on is our rich maritime history. And I do not need 
to repeat some of the things that have been said be-
cause we have had the history lessons. And some of 
us who may not have been aware of some of the spe-
cifics have certainly been well learned up this evening, 
well taught this evening. Let me also say that you will 
recall that in this Honourable House there was legisla-
tion on the South Basin Development, and part of the 
vision for that South Basin . . . and this is not some-
thing that we started. It was something that we inher-
ited. It was started under the previous administration 
when they talked in terms of having a facility that 
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would assist [Bermuda] in being a service centre for 
transatlantic yachts.  

So these are things that had been put in train. 
These are things that will continue to be developed as 
time goes on so that we can maximise what it is that 
we will be able to provide. 
 I think that when we look at our young people, 
and we heard earlier that Sir Russell Coutts had been 
making overtures so that the AC team can get into the 
schools so that our young people can have the benefit 
of understanding what it is like to have sailing expo-
sure and experience of a world-class stature, things, 
which under normal circumstances we might not be 
able to have.  

Our Comet races are fabulous. Our End-to-
End is absolutely superb. It is something that we look 
forward to as a country every year in June as those 
races sail east to west or west to east. But what then 
happens is that there is still a limitation in the context 
of what we can offer. Now, with something as big as 
not just the challenger series, not just the World Se-
ries, we have the Youth America's Cup. These are 
things that who knows what benefit, how many of our 
local athletes will be able to have the benefit of being 
on a vessel and competing in such a prestigious com-
petition as the Youth America's Cup. 
 But I also read in the Act things respecting 
some of the entertainment areas and the Act spoke of 
concerts, and the like. This is what we do. This is what 
we can do well. These are areas where if there are 
people with even half an ounce of entrepreneurship 
they can help to get on the bandwagon to be able to 
maximise what can be obtained for their benefit from 
this particular event. We heard about pop-up tents 
and we heard about different opportunities. We heard 
that people will utilise vehicles and that taxi drivers 
may be flat out. But they can actually give their taxi to 
their brother to drive while they become the drivers of 
some of the high-end vehicles that are coming in be-
cause it has been declared that those particular op-
portunities will only be available for locals.  

In the interim, getting the Dockyard ready, be-
cause the America's Cup Event Authority have de-
cided that Dockyard was the place that they wanted to 
host this event. So getting Dockyard ready. We have 
seen already that there have been RFPs for the reno-
vation of different areas, for the building of different 
things. So the infrastructure is now starting to come 
into play. This is all within two months. All within just 
over two months.  

So we are asking for just a little bit of patience 
as we continue to advance this particular event, show 
what opportunities we have available and make sure 
that everybody who is interested can actually contrib-
ute, come on board, and let us showcase Bermuda for 
what it is that we can offer. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

 Are there any other Members that would like 
to . . . the Chair recognises the Member from Warwick 
South East, constituency 24, Mr. W. Lawrence A. 
Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I will be honest. When I first heard about the 
America's Cup, I did not know what it was. I had heard 
about it briefly but as I started to hear more and more 
about it, as I started to do more and more research 
about it, I got more and more excited about it. I feel as 
though the America's Cup is a very good thing for this 
Island. I congratulate Dr. Grant Gibbons for the work 
that he has done to have it come to Bermuda.  
 One thing I came to find out when doing my 
research was that the more things change the more 
they stay the same. What I am talking about is that in 
the early days of Bermuda—and I am talking about 
back in the 1800s—we were transitioning from agricul-
ture to maritime industry. Part of that was where you 
would have individuals who would just get into boats 
and row out to foreign ships that wanted to come into 
our harbours but could not navigate through our reefs. 
I find that it is very ironic that the Bill that we discuss 
today is seemingly, at its core, [about] foreign sailors 
wanting to sail in our waters.  

The thing is that we are going to need to en-
sure, and our success as a country depends on en-
suring, that they are successful while they are here. 
So in doing that the same sort of (I will just put it this 
way) professional entrepreneurial spirit that was thriv-
ing back in 1817 is what we are going to need to see 
in 2017.  

What I like [about] back then in 1817 [is that] it 
did not matter who you were. It did not matter where 
you came from. It did not matter what your affiliation 
was, as long as you were dedicated enough to row 
out there as hard as you could and to [a distance] of 
5, 10, even sometimes it was recorded as some 20 
miles. If you got there first you had the right of first 
refusal to sail that ship back in. For me, with the 
America's Cup in 2017 we have to ensure that that 
same opportunity is awarded to everybody to see not 
just a benefit but an economic benefit. 
 As I said before and I alluded to, our economy 
in 1817 was very much like the economy we see to-
day. Instead of a global recession we are coming off 
of a failed industry, a failed agriculture industry. And 
we had to find the economic stimulus. The Govern-
ment has touted the America's Cup as a potential 
economic stimulus, and I do not argue that point.  
 Now, the point that I am . . . I do not want to 
say that I am arguing, but the point that I am raising 
right now, and some of my concern, is that in the 
1800s there was the ability as I said [for] anybody to 
have a direct economic benefit from these foreign sail-
ing vessels being in Bermuda’s waters. But now when 
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you look at the Bill and the way that it is written, it 
does not necessarily speak to providing that same 
avenue, that same pathway to economic benefit from 
the America's Cup. One thing that we do not want, 
because it would be counterproductive to making the 
America's Cup successful, is anybody in the general 
public to feel as though the OBA supporters, support-
ers of the Dunkley administration, are having the lion's 
share of economic benefit from the America's Cup. 
That is not what we want. That is counterproductive. 
But— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, just before . . . we are 
not going to use names anymore, are we. It is not the 
Dunkley administration. We have a premier and his 
name is Mr. Dunkley, but it is “the Premier.” So just 
continue, but refrain from doing that. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. No problem, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  
 But the thing is that, for me, it would behove 
the Government to be able to find a way to provide 
incentives for your start-up local businesses, your in-
dividual with that strong entrepreneurial spirit to be 
able to find a way and to have an avenue to have di-
rect economic benefit when it comes to the America's 
Cup.  

The Honourable Member that just took her 
seat . . . I think she said it well. We are two months in 
from having it announced. So this is the perfect time 
for us to become proactive, for us to be able to put 
those avenues in place. For me, the thing is that I do 
not want to just sit here and say this is what we should 
do, and we should not do this, but once again, in the 
spirit of collaboration . . . as you will see, I will try to 
outline a vision, a potential plan that we could work 
together, and the way that we could put it into the Act 
that would provide that pathway. Because as it stands 
right now the Act has clearly defined lines between 
two different entities. And it is a clearly defined line 
between “Bermudian labour” and a “designated com-
mercial partner.”  
 Now, one group attracts a commercial benefit. 
The other is broadly defined and lacks a reference to 
any commercial benefit. So my question is (without 
me telling you which one is which), could you imagine, 
can you think which one is the latter? Unfortunately, it 
is the definition to “Bermudian labour.”  

And for those who are out there listening to 
this session to help give you some clarity, or to put 
things in perspective, the example I will give is a “des-
ignated commercial partner” versus “Bermudian la-
bour”, as it is currently defined in the Act, would be 
(and being as I am the Shadow Minister of Transport I 
will use a transportation example) the difference be-
tween Bermudian labour being able to drive the cars 
that are coming to Bermuda in light of the America's 
Cup, versus a designated commercial partner being 
the one that manages the whole ground transportation 

industry while they are here. Now, I hope that gives 
people the difference or an example of the difference. 
 As I stand here on the floor of this Honourable 
House I want to stress that we have local entrepre-
neurs that have either owned, or continue to operate, 
luxury transportation companies. We have had a lo-
cally owned helicopter tour company. We have had a 
locally owned and operated aerial drone photography 
and videography service. And that one actually is very 
interesting and intriguing because part of the reveal or 
the announcement of the America's Cup featured the 
videography and photography from our own local un-
manned drone aerial photography company. So for 
me to have it in the Bill that there is no direct pathway 
for them to become . . . they can be Bermudian la-
bour, yes, but they have no direct pathway to become 
a designated corporate partner. It is a little troubling 
and I feel it is very concerning. So what I want to do is 
. . . I believe that we should actually sort of redefine.  

So now that I have addressed what I feel is 
the problem, here is my introduction to a solution. I 
feel as though we need to redefine these two terms. 
Part of redefining it is to do it in such a way to make 
sure that local Bermudians, those with the entrepre-
neurial spirit—which both sides have touted as basi-
cally going to be the backbone of the success of 
America's Cup—are included by law. Because we 
have seen that even though there is the ability for the 
entrepreneur to get in and be a part of it in a small 
sense, we have seen in recent news articles that . . . I 
think the Honourable Member MP Smith said, What 
about water taxis? We have just seen that a water taxi 
has been banned from Dockyard, which is where the 
America's Cup is going to be.  

So this is why I say we need to put it into the 
legislation so that everybody can be protected, so that 
nobody can be left out and that everybody has an 
equal share. The way [to do this is] to redefine the 
designated commercial partner.  

I think a better approach would be to revoke 
the definition as it stands now, replace the definition 
and use such language that would promote small 
Bermudian entrepreneurship to where a designated 
commercial partner could be a small start-up business 
that is working in conjunction with the BEDC. Then the 
BEDC also works in conjunction with the ACBDA.  

Now the ACBDA could be working in conjunc-
tion by providing the seed money, because there is a 
grant that is coming from there, or the ACBDA has the 
links, the networking opportunity and the ability to go 
to the America's Cup principals and ask them for a 
line of revenue or a line of funding that could go to the 
BEDC, and in doing that they could use that funding to 
help these start-up companies by the ACBDA saying, 
Hey, here is a list of all the services that we will need. 
Here is a list of all the products that we will need. 
BEDC, why don't you go out and find us young entre-
preneurs, young Bermudian businesses, young start-
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up companies that could do this, that could provide 
this service?  
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And, Mr. Speaker, while I am 
talking about the Bermuda Economic Development 
Company [BEDC], I think it is pertinent if, with your 
indulgence, I could read the mission statement of the 
Bermuda Economic Development Company so that 
people can understand why I would suggest the 
ACBDA work with the BEDC and try to provide it. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

The mission statement for the Bermuda Eco-
nomic Development Corporation (BEDC) is to actively 
assist the development of a strong, well-managed and 
prosperous local business sector in Bermuda. It goes 
on to say that the key objective of the BEDC remains 
to providing a broad range of business advice, coun-
sel, and financial assistance to local businesses in 
Bermuda. 
 So now, Mr. Speaker, part of that objective of 
providing financial assistance could be where the 
BEDC finds the synergy with the ACBDA for that fi-
nancial infusion. Therefore, we do not need to stress 
the Finance Minister out and have him pull any more 
of his hair out trying to find ways to fund such a pro-
ject. 
 Now, I believe that going this route with incor-
porating a well-established, well-known local entity 
helping the young start-ups would allow any contract 
that the America's Cup, the ACBDA, was to give to 
any designated commercial partner . . . I think it would 
allow that in the general public’s eye and anyone's 
purview to pass the all-important, the so-called “smell 
test.”  What we would not want is for the average 
Bermudian to say (because we are going to need 
something of this nature to ensure that everything is 
on the up-and-up) . . . we would not want to see the 
Government create a company right after hearing 
within a year or so of hearing that the America's Cup 
is going to be coming here, having the Government 
create a company that sources talent or anything like 
that because of the optics of it all, Mr. Speaker. The 
optics of it all would lead back to what I talked about 
earlier, which would lead people to believe that some-
thing is untoward and that the Government is not be-
ing fair.  
 The thing is it would be sort of like people 
feeling as though the young entrepreneur has to com-
pete with the Government, and that is unfair in many 
different ways. The thing is that a Government needs 
to not just be fair; they need to be more than fair. They 
need to be seen as being fair. This is why I am pro-
posing something like this and I am hoping that the 
Government takes this advice, takes my suggestion, 
and is willing to look at it in the spirit of collaboration, 
amending this Bill as is and just changing that defini-

tion just so that we can have the diversity that is Ber-
muda represented at the America's Cup.  

That is how we are going to put our best foot 
forward and that is how we are going to make sure 
and almost guarantee that the America's Cup will be 
successful. The America's Cup needs buy-in from all 
of us. I think that it has been proven today that, at 
least in this Honourable Chamber, we have all bought 
in to making sure that we can do our part in making 
sure that the America's Cup is successful. 
 Now, I believe that when it comes . . . and I 
am just reviewing my notes, Mr. Speaker, so please 
excuse the pause. But I think that what is needed for 
us to be successful . . . and I keep repeating that—
what is needed for us to be successful—because if 
our success is America's Cup success. America's Cup 
success is ours. We need Bermudians to be defined 
in this Act as more than just labour. We need Ber-
mudians to be defined, or have a definition, or be 
seen as partners, supporters. And that is where it 
goes back to it being defined as the “designated 
commercial partners” so that we can have commercial 
benefits. And what comes out of these commercial 
benefits? The commercial benefits, or the financial 
benefits that the average Bermudian gets right now, 
are just short-term goals. 

The long-term goal in having these small 
start-up businesses working with powers and associa-
tions the size of America's Cup is that after the Amer-
ica's Cup leaves—because it is not going to be here 
forever—what the Island is left with is a more qualified 
entrepreneur, a service provider, a product provider 
that has the network, that has networked, that has the 
experience of a global brand. So our luxury transpor-
tation companies that are being made the designated 
corporate partners would be working on the high end, 
they would increase the quality of services they could 
provide which then makes the quality of service that 
we can provide to tourists or the quality of the service 
of our hospitality to tourists . . . that increases, which 
increases our tourist brand, which increases our pro-
ductivity, which increases our appeal to that high-end 
market.  

For the helicopter tour operator that is working 
with the America's Cup he gets more experience. 
Once again, he provides a better helicopter tour. He 
gets more flight time, more experience. So therefore 
the tourists and the visitors enjoy Bermuda more. That 
is one more option that they have as a venue or an 
event to go to. Then the aerial photography entity that 
I spoke about earlier, once again, they get to put that 
on their résumé, the networking opportunities that 
they have made. They might even make some finan-
cial partners where the influx of continuous cash to 
their small start-up business helps to make them an 
established business here and, therefore, our aerial 
photography and videography becomes more high-
end, which the Bermuda Tourism Authority can tap 
into.  
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Then that means that the product and quality 
of our commercials internationally increases which 
increases not just the Bermudian profile, not just the 
Bermudian product, but it increases the amount of 
revenue that we bring in from tourists, because more 
tourists will be flying in. The more tourists, the more 
airlines that come in; the more airlines that come in 
the more departure tax, the more landing fees. Then 
maybe we can afford that airport on our own without 
having to go elsewhere, Mr. Speaker. 
 Therefore, America's Cup, yes, I am in favour 
of it. Yes, I am excited. And I see the short-term and 
long-term benefits of the America's Cup. But that can 
only happen . . . in my humble [opinion] that can only 
happen if we make sure that Bermudians are defined 
as more than labourers in the America's Cup Act, but 
that they are defined as partners, designated com-
mercial partners, and just designated partners from 
here on out. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 4, the Deputy Speaker of 
the House. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and as the granddaughter of a boat pilot 
who died far too young, I have been told the stories of 
how vicious he was to be one of the first to get out to 
these boats because he was determined that it was 
he and his crew that would benefit. So I understand. 
But I also understand especially the drive of the peo-
ple of Bermuda when there is something of an oppor-
tunity. It is up to those individuals to reach out for 
those opportunities that are given to them.  

I believe it is not a matter of luck that Ber-
muda has won the opportunity for the America's Cup. I 
believe that that is our way forward under the aus-
pices of the Member that enabled us to put together a 
property so that we could find ourselves in a position 
that we were successful. So we must move forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, as an individual who has owned 
Js and sailed Js, who raced fast 40s, I understand the 
excitement, the adrenaline rush of feeling that wind in 
your hair, feeling the bruises on your body, slipping off 
the boat, scarring your legs when your foot goes down 
where the retractable keel was. I understand that. This 
is bigger than that, because this is taking Bermuda 
internationally.  

While doing some research, I wanted to look 
at when will we benefit, how will we benefit, and when 
is the rest of world benefitted. Well, our benefits are 
just beginning. As we heard from the speaker earlier, 
this is just the very beginning. Out of the many races, I 
know Italy will be taking part on June 5–7; Great Brit-
ain, July 23–26 (in fact, they are (in Britain) already 
estimating an income revenue of $187 million); Swe-

den, and then, of course, Bermuda. But we also get to 
participate in a few events which, again, we have also 
heard.  

But let us see how will this help Bermudians. 
We have heard about the rental. And I have also 
heard individuals saying, Well, that is for the bigger 
dollar. It is the bigger homes. It is the more elaborate 
homes. The homeowners are going to benefit. Well, 
this is how I looked at it when I was looking at the 
whole thing as it trickled or multiplied itself. When the 
economy has more international revenue coming into 
its pocket—not money that is already here circulating, 
but more money coming in—that is how the economy 
becomes a little bit more stable.  

Once the economy is a little bit more stable—
and we have already heard that we have more people 
already moving in to Bermuda. We have known 
through our statistics that we have seen an exodus of 
people in Bermuda. What does that do to an econ-
omy? Well, I kind of likened it to a faucet. When you 
turn on the water and the water will go into the sink 
and then you have this bed of individuals that are sit-
ting in that sink and then that sink has a drain and you 
start seeing it drain. Well, we need to stop that flush 
going out.  

What I see with this opportunity is that once 
we have more money within our economy, it will be 
the restaurants who have laid off staff, rehiring that 
staff. So that individual who had to move home or 
move into a friend's, who had to move into Gulf 
Stream because they could not afford a rental unit 
(which is on the lower end of the bracket maybe), they 
might be able to now move out back on their own be-
cause they will see they will gradually have a steady 
income.  

So it is not just the higher end property own-
ers that are going to benefit. It is going to be the gen-
eral populous in and of itself. Therefore, we see this 
gradual exploding, a gradual increase within our 
economy, which is what I see the America's Cup do-
ing for Bermuda. 
 So it is not just the hotel industry or those in-
dividuals working within the hotel industry. We are 
already seeing job applications. If you go onto the 
Bermuda Job Board . . . I am often surprised by the 
number of jobs that are actually being advertised. So 
we will actually begin to see some of those begin to 
increase and expand. 
 Construction companies. We already know 
that [they are] going to be able to [work] again. So if a 
construction worker is given a job, therefore they are 
going to be able to spend a little bit more money back 
into the economy. And then we have that expansion.  

Wholesale companies, hospitality, leisure—
we can go right down the line. We have already heard 
about taxi drivers. And, yes, indeed this is an opportu-
nity for entrepreneurs but to actually take a look at 
what they can offer because, Mr. Speaker, in order for 
this to be successful we need all hands on deck. It is 
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the only way it is going to be successful is if we all 
play our part.  
 I took a look at, Mr. Speaker, The America's 
Cup: Economic Impacts of a Match on San Francisco 
Bay, which I found online, and I was fascinated by 
some of the statistics that they were looking at when 
they were having their review. Media . . . well, let us 
take a look at what does media mean.  

Well, I take a look at it in different aspects. 
One of them is, as a small country do we think we 
could ever possibly afford the value of the marketing 
dollar that we are receiving already from Decem-
ber 2nd? Do you think we would ever be able to afford 
the value of that marketing dollar? We would not. So 
as a result . . . and I mentioned the list of different 
countries that will begin to see activities of the Amer-
ica's Cup taking place. When it goes to Italy on June 
5–7, do you think Bermuda is not going to be heard? 
When it goes to Great Britain, do you think “Bermuda” 
is not going to be a resounding word that is going to 
be constantly repeated? Sweden? So these are the 
advertising dollars that we cannot not put a dollar 
mark on. We cannot afford to pay for that. The Amer-
ica's Cup by way of extension by coming to Bermuda 
is going to give Bermuda more exposure than we 
could ever possibly imagine. 
 Now, I am also taking a look at media in an-
other way and that is because when you have interna-
tional events you have international coverage. Now, 
under this report, Mr. Speaker, and it is just one line, 
"Members of the press from all over the world are pre-
sent for an America's Cup. Spending on lodging, 
transportation, and other expenses are reported to 
have amounted to some 11.5 million euros in Valen-
cia, or some $13.8 million in today's dollars." 
 Now, will we see that number? No. These 
numbers all equate to the size. But the point of it is, 
Mr. Speaker, it is not just the tourists. It is what this 
media coverage will do for us. We have already talked 
about the advertising dollars. Now we are looking at 
the smaller rental facilities—not the hotels. These in-
dividuals will probably look more for the bed and 
breakfasts. So those bed and breakfasts will gradually 
begin to pop up. We heard from my colleague in St. 
George's how individuals are already purchasing 
properties to develop them into bed and breakfasts. 
Now is the time to continue to begin to expand. But 
we saw what that can do. 
 Super yachts—we already heard how the 
committees are looking at bringing in the super 
yachts. Do you think St. George's in the East End is 
not going to benefit from these super yachts? Again, 
we have already heard, and I do not want to be repeti-
tious. How about [when they] get off their yachts or go 
off to the golf course? So that golf club is going to get 
a little bit more revenue when that person goes in and 
rents their golf cart, rents their golf clubs. It goes on 
and on and on. 

 These are the things that are going to help our 
economy and are going to help the individuals. These 
are the things that America's Cup brings to Bermuda. 
Again, there are things that we could never be able to 
afford but it is something that we will be able to benefit 
from. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, without having to be repeti-
tious, it is getting later in the evening, I will end what I 
have to say by saying that I do not . . . again, to reiter-
ate, this was not about luck. This is about our way 
forward. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
 The Chair will then recognise . . . oh, sorry. I 
will recognise the Honourable Minister for Health and 
Seniors and the Environment, from constituency 19, 
Pembroke West, Minister Atherden. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am not going to try to use any more than just 
a few minutes— 
 
The Speaker: Do not say that, Honourable Minister. 
Just get on with your speech! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I truly mean that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am so glad today that I have 
heard from Members on the other side start to talk 
about the America's Cup. And even though in the be-
ginning they have started to have some concern, I 
think, by and large, by the time they finished every-
body indicated that they support it even though there 
might be a few qualifications.  

I am not concerned that they have qualifica-
tions because that is fair enough. I think that what we 
have to do going forward is make them feel that we 
understand their concerns, and we have things put in 
place to make sure that their concerns will be unwar-
ranted.  
 Mr. Speaker, I wanted to start off by saying 
that a while back I had the opportunity to be involved 
in the Grand Slam. I was involved in it for six years. 
During that time I had the opportunity to see how 
Bermudians got involved as volunteers and how over 
time Bermuda benefitted from that. So from my per-
spective, I view the America's Cup as another oppor-
tunity for Bermuda to be on the world stage and to 
show what Bermuda has to offer, and also for us to 
leverage the exposure that we will get into something 
that enables persons around the world to know what 
Bermuda has and cause them to want to come onto 
the Island and to be able to see that Bermuda is an-
other world. 
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 Mr. Speaker, when I heard the suggestion 
earlier that the average Bermudian knows about the 
America's Cup but the average Bermudian does not 
feel it would benefit them, I just want to say to them 
that over time they will see. As my honourable col-
league said earlier, this is just two months. But I know, 
because I have been talking to Dr. Gibbons and we 
have been conversing about how it is going to work. 
And if you are like me, you need to reach out and find 
out the process of how you can get involved.  

The first thing I said to him was, Well, how 
can the average Bermudian get involved? He re-
minded me that there are going to be committees, that 
there is going to be . . . I think it is under the BEDC 
where you can go there and you can bring your ideas 
forward and you can talk about what you can do. For 
me that was good because I had someone who came 
to me and said, Oh, this America's Cup. I have this 
real good idea. I wonder how I can get involved, and I 
undertook to go and find out about it. To me, that is 
my way of helping the average Bermudian to get in-
volved, letting them know there are opportunities for 
those persons that have that entrepreneurial spirit.  

We make sure that they have the opportunity 
because, Mr. Speaker, from my perspective . . . and I 
say this again, I want people to believe that there are 
opportunities out there. I do not want people to believe 
that something is going to be given to them, that there 
is a sense of entitlement. I want Bermudians to feel 
that we will open up the avenues and, with their ideas, 
we will make sure that they have the opportunities to 
benefit from this just like everybody else. 
 Mr. Speaker, for me, I know that there was a 
suggestion that the PLP can relate better to their fami-
lies and, therefore, they should have been involved. 
Well, all I can say to the Members on the opposite 
side is that at some point in time when everything is 
developed there will be the opportunity to get informa-
tion out to them and let them get involved at the ap-
propriate time. But I believe that Dr. Gibbons and his 
team have it all covered and right now it is going in the 
right direction.  
 Mr. Speaker, we heard about the junior sail-
ors, and there was a suggestion that the America's 
Cup team should do something about getting involved 
with the other yacht clubs and everything. I think it is 
unfortunate that sometimes if you are not aware of 
what is happening you just assume that nothing is 
happening. I declare my interests. I am a member of 
the yacht club and I do know that the yacht club has 
been having persons from West Pembroke School, 
which is in the area of my constituency, the young 
people have been coming down and they have been 
having sailing lessons for the last couple of years. So 
the Bermudian clubs have already gone out and done 
a lot to reach out to the young people in Bermuda, 
those who would not be typically involved, to make 
sure that they understand that sailing is in our nature, 
that there is opportunity.  

It will continue, so it will not be something that 
all of a sudden has to be parachuted in. It will be 
something to be expanded on. So I am really looking 
forward to this. 
 As I say, Mr. Speaker, the idea of the entre-
preneurial spirit, that is where Bermuda has been all 
this time. You are going to see us shine. And I think 
that is part of what I think Dr. Gibbons' committee was 
able to let people know when they went out. They 
thought outside of the box, they came up with things 
that . . . Obviously, you do not get anything without 
giving something. But I believe that what they have 
given as it relates to the concessions has been in line 
with what we have done in the past. I believe that 
what we will get from this—in terms of the return—will 
be much greater and will be in line with what we would 
expect. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I just want to say in wrap-
ping up that I believe the principal benefits will go to 
those persons who get out there with the good ideas. 
From my perspective, they should not hold back, be-
cause in the past that is how Bermuda really got to 
where it was. Back, whether it was in the 1940s when 
there were the privateers, or when the persons came 
to the Island from the bases, the Bermudians that got 
out and said, There is a gap there. I can fill it, and 
came forward and said, I can supply these things . . . 
that is how they got ahead and so I am hoping that the 
average Bermudian will do the exact same thing.  

There is an opportunity here and if we get on 
it and if everybody says, Bermuda, we can benefit, 
and goes about this in a positive way, I believe that 
we will eliminate any feeling that it is not about bene-
fitting all of Bermuda. We have to do that. We have to 
make everybody believe that we are all going to work 
to make sure that it goes through and permeates 
down through everybody and therefore we can 
achieve this success. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Sandys—I should know this— 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would 
expect you would. 
 
The Speaker: I know it is 35—Sandys North Central. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Constituency 35. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Mr. Speaker, I actually did not 
come in this evening intending to speak on this, but I 
think it is important that a voice is here from the West 
End, particularly since Dockyard is going to be used 
as the base for the main activities. 
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 I have sat here this evening throughout the 
course of the debate, Mr. Speaker, and listened to the 
various viewpoints that have already been expressed 
from both sides, Mr. Speaker, it has been positive, 
and I have to concur with that, Mr. Speaker, in that the 
potential [is there] for this to be a very outstanding 
occasion for Bermuda and in putting us on the map 
and in giving higher recognition to Bermuda and what 
we have to offer as a tourist destination. I think it is an 
excellent opportunity for us that we have to take ad-
vantage of. 
 Having said that, Mr. Speaker, I do not want 
to continue on that vein and just repeat all that was 
said already. I really just want to emphasise the point 
that we cannot just go into it blindly in an attempt that 
everybody is just going to benefit and say that it is 
going to be rosy for everybody if the right course is not 
set. Just like the sailors who come here, Mr. Speaker, 
who are going to be competing have to understand 
that they have to set the right course to win. This is all 
about setting your course and setting your sails in the 
right direction to get the best use of the winds, et 
cetera. I do not want to go into that— 
 
The Speaker: Sounds like you know about sailing. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: I know a little bit about the 
water, Mr. Speaker, but I do not want to give you a 
lesson on that this evening.  

The point is that we have to make sure the 
right course is set so that the real benefit is felt by the 
majority of Bermudians, meaning there was a positive 
to be here. If we do not have that type of larger buy-in, 
in that the people have experienced it, where they do 
see the benefit, then it can be a negative for us, Mr. 
Speaker. Not a negative on the international map, be-
cause I think that on the international map it will go 
over well. The conversation that will be seen from 
those who are viewing us around the world, or through 
the telecast, Mr. Speaker, will see Bermuda as a 
beautiful place.  

Those who come here, Mr. Speaker, and par-
ticipate in it, will see Bermuda as a beautiful place and 
we will have some fantastic sailing taking place here, 
and a fantastic race. But, Mr. Speaker, we do not want 
to just be seen from that perspective and felt from that 
perspective. We have to make sure that the people of 
Bermuda, who really are the grass roots, who want to 
participate in a way that says, I do see the benefit. I 
have participated in a benefit, do have the opportunity.  

We have to make sure that the course that is 
set keeps the door open for those individuals to be 
able to come to the table. Because a lot of times, Mr. 
Speaker, those folks just do not get near the door 
soon enough to be able to participate in a real way. 
And that is important to understand. Even though they 
may have the entrepreneurial spirit, the wish and the 
desire, they just do not know how to get through the 
door fast enough, Mr. Speaker, to really benefit. 

So I am standing here tonight, Mr. Speaker, to 
make sure that we set a course, we set our sails in a 
way that opens the opportunity and sets the direction 
for people to come through the doors in an early way 
and understand what benefits there are, what oppor-
tunities are there, how to make those opportunities 
benefit them as well, [and] how to take advantage of 
those opportunities. I think this is an opportunity for 
those with the real entrepreneurial spirit to put their 
thinking caps on and come up with ideas and con-
cepts of how we can make this work. 

I heard my friend from St. George’s when he 
was on his feet talk about what they are doing to be 
proactive, and he has had conversations. Well, I want 
him to know that the West End has also done that, Mr. 
Speaker, and that conversations have taken place 
with persons within the organisation of the America’s 
Cup to talk about how we want to make sure that the 
West End does not get overlooked.  

And I stress that, Mr. Speaker, in this sense, 
in that Dockyard is part of the West End, but the 
greater part of the West End, Somerset, can get over-
looked many times when there are activities taking 
place in Dockyard. Everything drives right through 
Somerset, comes over Somerset Bridge, and goes 
right through Watford Bridge, and it is all taking place 
right there in Dockyard, and the rest of Somerset sits 
there. I almost used my friend’s analogy about a ghost 
town when he was talking about St. George’s some-
times. But we do not want that to happen to Somerset, 
Mr. Speaker. We want all of Somerset.  

When you come across that Somerset Bridge, 
we want all of us to be able to feel that this was worth 
having in the West End. It was worth having Dockyard 
as part of Somerset, as part of Sandys Parish, be-
cause all [in] the parish benefited from it. From the 
small little entrepreneur in the Somerset village who 
has a nice ware that they want to sell to those people 
who are . . . those many tourists, those many tourists 
that we are anticipating coming, that they have an op-
portunity to be able to put their wares out to those 
tourists, to the guy who has got a nice little Bermuda 
traditional place where Bermudian home cooking is 
done. We want the tourist to know where these little 
spots are throughout the Island, but I am— 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Parish point to my friend over 
there in St. George’s, but those particularly in Somer-
set.  

We want them to know that if you are part of 
those groups who are based out in Dockyard for the 
race, and part of the crew and sailors, if you feel like 
venturing outside of Dockyard, Where is that little 
place in Somerset where I can go and get a good bit 
of peas and rice and some good Bermuda fish? 
Where is that little place in Somerset where I can just 
get around and get some souvenirs or feel who the 
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Somerset people are, where I can sit off in one of the 
local bars . . . and I pause there because you know I 
am not a consumer of those types of beverages, Mr. 
Speaker, but for those people who want to go into a 
local bar and be able to say, I want to sit and mingle 
amongst Bermudians, they should be able to feel 
comfortable and know about what is in their communi-
ty, and what Somerset has to offer, and what we want 
to promote, how we want to promote the West End. 

So that is the thinking that is coming out of the 
West End, Mr. Speaker, as well as making sure that it 
is Sandys Parish as well as Dockyard. There are a lot 
of opportunities and we want to make sure that people 
can get to the playing field, get through that door early 
enough, Mr. Speaker. Early enough. And that comes 
from the higher level, making sure that the course is 
set, the opportunity is set . . . I almost want to say, 
what came to mind, Mr. Speaker, was a road show of 
letting people understand what the opportunity is. Let 
them understand.  

You cannot just say that because the Ameri-
ca’s Cup is here it is going to drop in your lap. I do not 
believe in that. I believe that you have got to step up 
and say, I am ready. I want to participate. I want to 
participate. I do not believe in sitting back and saying, 
Well, I am just going to sit back and see what hap-
pens. 

So the “road show,” if that is the right term, I 
am going to use right now, Mr. Speaker, needs to be 
done to ensure that everybody from the little guy on 
the corner to the guy who has a big operation around 
the street, all understand what the opportunity is and 
how they can benefit from that opportunity. Whether it 
is run from a property, whether it is transporting per-
sons on water—and I stress that, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause water taxis could be an excellent opportunity for 
someone right now if we are talking about the number 
of people we are expecting, the number of tourists we 
are expecting—who want to see the events on the 
water, then the best way to move around is having 
some type of service that can move [people] around 
over the water. So it is not just moving persons 
around, or guests, tourists, around on land, but the 
water as well.  

So all those opportunities, Mr. Speaker, come 
from individuals who have to be able to stand up and 
say, It is time to put my thinking cap on. It is time for 
me to stand up and see what opportunity there is for 
me, and then to be able to get on the playing field and 
take advantage of that thought, that opportunity that I 
feel that I have. 

We want to seize an opportunity, Mr. Speaker, 
particularly when I think of what the village could look 
like in Dockyard. And as one who has travelled to 
many of the different Caribbean islands, Mr. Speaker, 
one of the things that hits you so often is the fact that 
along the beach fronts and on the waterfronts, you 
find the little places for the vendors who sell all their 
little island wares and trinkets that they make, that are 

common to that island, and some are common to all 
the islands, but this is what that island does. I think in 
the village or in that atmosphere where all people are 
mingling, when the Front Street pieces down in Front 
Street are going to be closed, I would like to see that 
opportunity provided for Bermudians to be able to get 
out and sell their wares to the tourists as they are 
moving around. Not, Mr. Speaker, not in that atmos-
phere where tourists would have to go off the beaten 
path (so to speak), go into the stores and look for 
those types of opportunities where we can have them 
right there in the village for the small entrepreneur to 
be able to offer himself and take advantage.  

Mr. Speaker, if we are successful in that, then, 
yes, Bermudians up and down this country, no matter 
what community, will be able to say, I have benefited 
from this, or Bermuda [has] benefited. They may not 
[benefit] directly, but they know their cousin next door 
who had entrepreneurial opportunity, or their friend, or 
their work colleague, if they can see those people par-
ticipate in it, then they can feel that, yes, this was a 
plus to us. Not just in our bottom line, which I think 
should help in our bottom line, but, yes, to the individ-
ual, the small individual, the small Mr. and Mrs. Ber-
muda, who want to feel like our home benefited from 
this in particular, but also we as “Bermudians” were 
able to participate in the opportunity.  

So, Mr. Speaker, my parting words are that 
we have to make sure that this is a positive experi-
ence for all Bermudians—for all Bermudians—
because if we lose, or leave out a sector of Bermuda, 
Bermudians, it can be a negative, rather than a posi-
tive experience, that we do not want to happen.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, the Junior Minister, from constituency 7, 
Hamilton South. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, once again, we have had some 
very eloquent commentary on the pending America’s 
Cup to be held in Bermuda in 2017. I am going to try 
and keep my comments short because I do not like to 
repeat just for the sake of repetition.  
 But I am going to look at this America’s Cup 
from a slightly different angle and I am going to start 
. . . I think it was a Saturday afternoon, and I was on 
my bed watching TV, and I was channel surfing. I be-
lieve it was a Saturday afternoon. I went on a station 
and it just blew me away. I did not know what I was 
watching, but what I was watching was the America’s 
Cup in San Francisco.  

I did not know anything about yachts. I 
thought yachting was boring, a boring old man’s sport. 
But what I saw on TV that Saturday afternoon made 
me sit up in my bed. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am a bit of 
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an adrenaline junky. I like speed. I like fast cars, fast 
motorcycles. I used to like fast women, but I slowed 
down. It got [to be] too much for me. But my point is, 
when I saw the catamarans that were sailing through 
the San Francisco harbour, and it must have been a 
helicopter up top following this boat, and I said, This 
boat is doing some incredible speeds. So the first 
thing I wanted to know is how fast is this sailboat go-
ing.  

And then the commentator said that that at 
that point, the catamaran was nearing 50 miles per 
hour. I could not believe it. So I became a fan, instant-
ly! This was when, I believe, Team Oracle was down; 
they were losing. It looked like there was no hope, and 
then they made some adjustments. They brought on 
Ben Ainslie and the whole thing turned around. So 
now I am caught up in the drama of it all, and they 
ended up winning. 
 So, now, when I heard last year that Bermuda 
had put in a bid to host this America’s Cup, I said, 
Wow! I might actually be able to see this in person, in 
my own country. Fantastic! It is like a Bermudian go-
ing to watch a Formula One race in Montreal with the 
guy from London.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Lewis Hamilton. I am 
late. Like you, I am tired also. Lewis Hamilton.  
 Or watching “The Doctor” race his GP bike at 
200 miles an hour, this is GP racing, formula racing on 
the water. And Bermudians are going to get an oppor-
tunity to see technology that is cutting edge.  

The catamarans that are going to be in Ber-
muda are the America’s Cup 62 catamarans. Mean-
ing, they are 62 feet. In San Francisco, the boats were 
72 feet. So they have made them a little shorter. They 
have built in some safety mechanisms because you 
may recall, unfortunately, a sailor in the last America’s 
Cup was killed in training, He lost his life. So they 
have built in some safety mechanisms to make the 
boats a little safer. They are also a little bit more af-
fordable, so instead of having to buy a boat for $100 
million, these America’s Cup 62 catamarans cost $82 
million. Powered by wind sails and they fly above the 
water on foils at nearly 50 miles an hour.  
 So, once again, Mr. Speaker, this is not your 
father’s or grandfather’s sailing. There are very high-
tech firms that are involved in the design of these 
boats, companies like Boeing, aeronautic firms. So 
this is exciting stuff. That is the angle that I am looking 
at this America’s Cup race [from]. Bermudians, like I 
said, they like NASCAR, fast cars, Formula One rac-
ing, once they see this, live, in person at Dockyard, I 
believe Dockyard is going to be packed with Bermudi-
ans, and it is going to be packed with tourists.  

There are going to be luxury boats all around 
Bermuda with, yes, people with very deep pockets 
spending their money in Bermuda. And I believe that 

once the America’s Cup is finished, there will be a 
long-term benefit to Bermuda as a result of that event 
being held here. After the Olympics and the World 
Cup, I have been told this is the most-watched sport-
ing event in the world. So far we have six confirmed 
teams: Oracle [Team] USA, Great Britain’s Ben Ainslie 
racing, France, New Zealand, Italy, and Sweden. And 
there could possibly be a seventh team.  

So think about it, when these races are going 
on live in our sound, it is going to be broadcast live all 
around the world. People are going to be watching. 
There is going to be somebody in Sweden who is go-
ing to look and say, Where is this Bermuda place? I’ve 
never heard of it. Because, believe it or not, Bermuda 
is not the centre of the universe that we think it is. 
There are people who are going to want to visit our 
Island because I know once it is televised it is going to 
look spectacular because we have some of the most 
beautiful waters in the world. It is going to be an awe-
some television event. Bermuda will be on the world 
stage. 

There are going to be a number of races in 
Bermuda. The main [one], America’s Cup World Se-
ries, will be October 16 to 18 of 2015. There will be 
Youth America’s Cup, so there is going to be a benefit 
to youth sailing in Bermuda. I know once our young 
people see these catamarans flying around our wa-
ters, there is going to be a natural uptick to get in-
volved. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to close on this. I 
cannot even envision what this is going to mean for 
Bermuda. I think if each of us goes into our imagina-
tion, we cannot even imagine what this is going to 
mean for our Island. In the short term, medium term, 
and long term, I do believe this is a game changer for 
our Island. That is why it is most important that all 
Bermudians, regardless of how you feel about the 
process, or the money involved, or who did what, or 
who signed this, or who made this promise, or who 
made that promise, I want everybody listening to my 
voice in this place and outside this place to under-
stand, these opportunities come along once in a life-
time. And if we do not pull together and show the rest 
of the world what Bermudians are capable of, who we 
are as a people, it would be the greatest missed op-
portunity that I think I will see in my lifetime, Mr. 
Speaker.  

So I am encouraging everybody, if you do not 
know what the America’s Cup is, go on YouTube, 
google it. There are already fantastic videos online 
[which show] Ben Ainslie in his catamaran. They are 
out there training now. It is fantastic. So let’s get on 
board, let’s show the world what Bermuda really is 
about. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member.  
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 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 34, Sandys 
South Central, MP Kim Wilson. You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like to spend a few moments with 
the Honourable House and you this evening, Mr. 
Speaker, to exchange a few comments that I have 
heard from my own constituents in the West End who 
obviously have a vested interest (so to speak) with 
respect to the America’s Cup, and that being the great 
persons of Sandys South Central in constituency 34. 
 Now, first of all, let me start from the outset 
and indicate that I, too, like the lead Shadow Minister 
who spoke on this, the Honourable Wayne Furbert 
from constituency . . . 12? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Six. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. [Constituency] 6.  
 Let us pull down the gauntlet. [He] indicated 
that we on this side do not object to the tabling of this 
particular Bill. We agree, there is absolutely no secret, 
Mr. Speaker, of the potential benefits that can befall 
Bermuda with respect to the economy for hosting 
such an event. We have already heard about the pro-
spects of increased hotel revenue, restaurant reve-
nue, visitor spending, transportation, and the like. So 
the economic benefits go without saying. 

The other part I noticed, though, when we 
look at the legislation, in particular with respect to 
concessions and the exemptions that are going to be 
offered by the Government . . . and it does speak to 
the customs duty relief, payroll tax relief. One of the 
amendments I think we will be considering this even-
ing speaks to relief with respect to materials and the 
like for building up the infrastructure. However, what is 
somewhat concerning to me and has been expressed 
to me by many of my constituents is the absence of 
provisions that would effectively provide for the re-
quirement of various inducements in exchange for 
receipt of the concessions.  

Now what do I mean by that? We do note, as I 
have previously indicated, there are a number of con-
cessions and exemptions that persons that are in-
volved in this particular organisation can obtain from 
the Government, and we have this very wide clause, 
in clause 13, that effectively gives the Minister and his 
Cabinet or the other Minister whose portfolio may fall 
under this a wide discretion, again, subject to the 
negative resolution, but it is a wide discretion to pro-
vide even more concessions and exemptions. 

However, it would be nice to be able to see 
something in the legislation that provided for the in-
ducement. In other words, in exchange for receiving 
concession “A, B, C” and exemption “8.1.2.3”, in re-
turn the person receiving that concession should pro-

vide such and such, such and such, in exchange—
perhaps a commitment to contributing to the social 
fabric of Bermuda, et cetera. Even though I appreciate 
that the Honourable and Learned Member who is re-
sponsible for [the Ministry of] Tourism and Transport 
did indicate that through his exchanges there were 
discussions with, I believe it was, the Oracle Team, 
that indicated they certainly want to help youth devel-
opment and sailing and the like, I, personally, am 
speaking on behalf of my constituents, would have 
liked to have seen something a little bit, and I do not 
want to say airy-fairy, but a little bit more concrete as 
a legislation. So in exchange for receiving a conces-
sion, you will undertake to provide “X, Y, Z” benefit to 
the Bermuda public. 

And that absence is a little bit worrying be-
cause we do have to, I guess, assume that the Gov-
ernment of the day will ensure that as best as possible 
those concessions are—I am sorry, those induce-
ments—are granted. But if it was legislated, and in 
order to get something you must give something, I do 
not think that is an unreasonable prospect for Bermu-
dians to be expecting, particularly those of the West 
End.  

And when I speak about the West End, even 
though I appreciate what the Honourable and Learned 
Minister of Tourism and Transport spoke about, we 
know that there are number of other sailing groups. I 
am not sure whether or not it was mentioned, but of 
course, the West End Sailboat Club in the West End, 
who has the first female commodore of that club, cer-
tainly would benefit, I would like to think, from any 
type of financial contributions given to them to en-
hance their sailing programme.  

Speaking personally, I have had an opportuni-
ty to sail quite a number of times on J/24s and I think 
it is a wonderful experience. However, a lot of people 
do not have that opportunity. And we have a number 
of dinghies and boats that are sitting at the West End 
but lack of funds prevent them from having a proper 
sailing programme. And perhaps if the . . . what is his 
name from Oracle? Sir what? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Whatever. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Perhaps whoever the individuals 
are who are planning on bringing their boats and so 
forth here to Bermuda would be interested in making 
sure that not just the yacht club are recipients of fi-
nancial contributions toward the enhancements of 
their sailing programmes.  

The West End Sailboat Club, who they will 
have to go past in order to get to Dockyard to the 
commencement of these sailboat races, are in dire 
need of funds, and no doubt they would be apprecia-
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tive of it. And it would have been wonderful, again, 
speaking in behalf of my constituents, to see provi-
sions in this legislation that provides that. If conces-
sions and exemptions are provided, then, in return, 
there must be some type of inducement or commit-
ment legislatively to provide for such programmes.  
 The other thing that is a little bit concerting for 
me, and I am hoping that the Government will ensure 
and the committees that have been established for 
appointment from the Government will ensure, that 
this takes place. And this is one of my biggest con-
cerns. When I look at this legislation, and I hear the 
comments that have come from the honourable Gov-
ernment indicating that there will be opportunities pro-
vided for persons to drive the limousines, there will be 
opportunities provided for persons to set up tents and 
food stalls, I am hoping and I am praying that the 
Government will ensure that the opportunities that 
exist will provide equal opportunities for all to partici-
pate throughout the whole process with respect to 
business opportunities, employment opportunities, et 
cetera for the America’s Cup. Not just to sell fishcakes 
by the side of the road. Not just to drive somebody 
else’s car that has been imported. Do not just give the 
Bermudians the crumbs. 

I am reminded of the Oliver Twist movie and 
the book, when he goes up with a bowl of cereal, with 
an empty bowl actually, asking for dinner to say, Yes, 
sir, can I have some more, please? I mean, that is 
how I feel that some of the propositions that are in this 
legislation, what I have heard from the honourable 
Government insofar as what benefits Bermudians will 
get—driving limousines, setting up a fish hut. I mean, I 
would hope, and I am hoping, and am hopeful, that 
the Government will ensure that the infrastructure is in 
place so that there will be equal and fair opportunities 
granted to all Bermudians—not just one segment of 
Bermuda, but all Bermudians—to be able to address 
and bid properly on all of the projects, and all of the 
scopes of work that are going to be needed for the 
America’s Cup, such as with respect to the construc-
tion, the IT infrastructure, communications, and the 
like. Not just the little . . . the crumbs. 

I know for myself and many of the persons 
that I represent in constituency 34, we think big. And, 
yes, we have entrepreneurial spirits and, yes, we have 
the wherewithal to be able to produce certain skills 
and business acumen to enable us to participate 
properly within the realm of the America’s Cup for any 
of the services that are required. We are just asking 
and hoping that an even playing field will be created 
and that we will have the same equal opportunities 
provided to us to bid openly with respect to all of the 
matters offered concerning employment opportunities 
as other people, so that we are not just sitting around 
expecting and collecting the crumbs, because we too 
want to be participants in a great way.  

And in exchange, with respect, Mr. Speaker, 
in conclusion, as I have indicated, the absence in the 

legislation that deals specifically with . . . and I do not 
want to say the word “requirement,” but the provision 
of an inducement in exchange for the concession, 
perhaps the Government will consider that. That if 
they are giving all these concessions away, there 
must be a quid pro quo—and that is perhaps the 
wrong words to use, but there must be more than just 
an acknowledgement of, Well, we will make sure ben-
efits are provided.  

I am hopeful, again, in closing, Mr. Speaker, 
that there will be an equal playing field and that Ber-
mudians will not be short-changed with respect to this 
and that we will be given all of the same and fair 
treatment opportunities as all the others. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke West Central, constituen-
cy 18, MP David Burt. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: You really want me to sit down, 
MP Bascome?  
 Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good evening. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, let me begin by stat-
ing the patently obvious, I guess. The America’s Cup 
is without question a good thing, and it is a good thing 
for Bermuda. And the Government should be com-
mended in bringing the America’s Cup here. But the 
thing is, Mr. Speaker, that the America’s Cup needs to 
work for Bermuda, and it is very important that we 
make sure that happens. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, time will tell whether or not 
the America’s Cup will be a real stimulus to the Ber-
muda economy. Next week in the Budget we will find 
out the Government’s plan in this regard, because I 
think it is very important to figure out how the Gov-
ernment is going to balance the finances and the 
stimulative effect of the America’s Cup. But, overall, 
as I said, there is no question that this can be positive. 
The main issue is, how do we ensure that Bermuda 
will get a good return on its investment.  

One of the things that we know from large 
sporting events around the world is that a lot of places 
end up with white elephants—these massive build-
ings. A lot of money is spent on things that cannot be 
used in the future for different [purposes]. And I hope 
that—because I know people have approached me—
and I am hoping that the Minister and the Government 
are keeping in mind a future use of what can be used 
up in Dockyard.  

For instance, I know that members of the local 
[Bermuda] Powerboat Association have spoken to me 
and I directed them to speak to the Members of the 
Government in possibly making sure that we can host 
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big large powerboat races at the same facility in 
Dockyard in the future, after the America’s Cup, so 
making sure that we can make use of the facilities in 
the future. So I think that that is very important. 
 One of the questions that I would have, and of 
course, I am not a sailor so I do not know (as many 
would know, like a few other Members on this side, I 
am a pilot, so I do not know) the definition of what 
they would put the boats in. For an aircraft, we call 
them “hangars.” So for the boat “hangars” that are 
being constructed by the various teams, the question 
is to the Minister, Are those permanent structures or 
are they meant to be temporary? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay. Sheds. That is fine. I do not 
know. 

But I guess there is a question as to whether 
or not those are going to be permanent structures or 
whether or not they are going to be temporary. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, going back to the issue of 
taxpayer funding and why it is important, is because 
we have committed to a minimum of $52 [million] and 
a maximum of $77 million in taxpayer’s funds towards 
this endeavour. And it could end up costing us more, 
especially when we are talking about the revenue 
side, when we talk about concessions, when we talk 
about contingencies, when we talk about things which 
may not be anticipated. And when we talk about the 
expansion and new events that are being added, of 
course that means that we might have to add addi-
tional ferry services and bus services, et cetera, so 
the costs in the Bill may go up. So the thing is, what is 
important is that when we are talking about this $77 
million, which by and large, because we are running a 
deficit, is borrowed funds, we have to make sure that 
is works for us.  

And when I say “works for us,” Mr. Speaker, it 
works for the entire populace. And I think that is what 
you have heard from the Progressive Labour Party 
today. The Progressive Labour Party supports this 
endeavour. We believe that this endeavour is a good 
one for Bermuda, but we have to make sure that this 
is not an avenue where the rich can get richer, for 
those that have in the community can have more, [but] 
for those in the community who have been severely 
impacted by this recession, will not see the benefits of 
that $77 million the Government is spending, or the 
additional benefits within the economy.  

And, as the speaker that just took their seat, it 
cannot be the aspiration of us here in Parliament that 
Bermudians will get to drive a limousine. That cannot 
be what we are looking for and asking people to as-
pire to solely. We have to talk about ownership. I hear 
heckling from the other side, talking about, No one 
said that. That is not the point. The point is that we 
have to make sure that we create opportunities for 
there to be long-term benefit and wealth and enrich-

ment for entrepreneurs. It cannot just be limited to 
saying, Oh, Bermudians will get to drive the limou-
sines. We want Bermudians to own the limousines. 
We want Bermudians to own the limousine compa-
nies. We want there to be a long-term benefit from 
this, and I think that we have to approach it inside that 
regard. So I think that it is very important that we look 
at it in that way. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, along that line, because 
this is where some of the problems come in in this 
whole, you know, “us” versus “them” mentality. As 
Members have indicated previously, it is indicated 
right here inside the Act. And when we hear from the 
Minister of Sport, when we talk about the fact that 
Front Street is spelled out in the Act and nowhere 
else, and we hear from the Minister of Sport that there 
is no waterfront on Court Street, what does that mean, 
Mr. Speaker? Does that mean that you have to have a 
waterfront property in order to benefit from the Ameri-
ca’s Cup? Surely that cannot be the case, Mr. Speak-
er.  

But you have to understand that this Bill 
specifies Front Street, and you cannot blame seg-
ments of society from feeling slighted when they see 
what is regarded as a traditional bastion of the oli-
garch, or the “Forty Thieves,” whatever we would like 
to call them, being specified for special benefits inside 
of this Act. We have to make sure that it is distributed 
across the Island. 

And when I say that, Mr. Speaker, I talk about, 
What about North Hamilton? Why wouldn’t the Gov-
ernment use this opportunity to clean up North Hamil-
ton, to conduct further infrastructure improvements 
and make it a hub for Bermuda culture during the 
America’s Cup? Why don’t we use this as a form of 
economic empowerment in making sure that the eco-
nomic empowerment areas can get that investment, 
can get that needed boost and benefit and can also 
see some of that tourism dollar?  

If we are talking about that we are going to be 
bursting at the seams with tourists, possibly more 
tourists than we have ever had on this Island at one 
time before, there is going to be space and places for 
them all over the Island, and we have to take ad-
vantage. Because I am quite certain that we do not . . 
. and this is just a fact, Mr. Speaker, that we do not 
want to . . . or the view of the Island cannot be open 
air drug dealing on Court Street. It cannot be! That is 
a fact, Mr. Speaker. We need to know that there are 
parts of this Island that we need to make sure receive 
additional investment, and this is now the time to do it 
if we are going to look to invest money in other parts 
of the Island. So I think that this is very important, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do have a few questions 
for the Minister before I close. And I am not going to, 
of course, talk very much longer. The thing I would 
ask is, In the Act it speaks to designated commercial 
partners, and when it comes to designated commer-
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cial partners, we will be bringing an amendment when 
we go into Committee speaking about that. The ques-
tion is: Are there any designated commercial partners 
yet? How does one become a designated commercial 
partner? Because it looks like it has to be through the 
ACA. How do we then make sure that there are entre-
preneurs and local entrepreneurs that are involved 
inside of that process and can benefit from that pro-
cess? 

And we have heard about from some Mem-
bers on that side, we have heard about town hall 
meetings, and education, and seminars, and all the 
rest, so I was hoping that the Minister could possibly 
provide some more detail on that because it was not 
in his brief. I do not recall him mentioning it in his brief. 
When will this happen?  

How will the Bermuda Economic Development 
Corporation, which I believe falls under his Ministry, 
the Ministry of Economic Development, be involved? 
And I think that all these things, Mr. Speaker, are im-
portant because we want the public, we want the tax-
payers to feel as though the Government is doing eve-
rything possible to involve as many sectors of society 
inside of the America’s Cup to make sure that it can 
benefit all of us. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me close by saying this. 
Many prior speakers have spoken about the need to 
be non-partisan. And we have heard, you know, the 
quotes of harmony and unity. And, Mr. Speaker, we 
agree. And the reason why we agree is that it is im-
portant that this event is nothing but a smashing suc-
cess for Bermuda. It needs to be, and we should all 
hope and want it to be, the best America’s Cup that 
has ever been produced in the history of the Ameri-
ca’s Cup, and every single tourist that comes to our 
Island says, Bermuda is an excellent place. I want to 
come back. I want to invest. I want to be a part of 
what is going on there. But in order for that to happen, 
Mr. Speaker, we have to have harmony. We have to 
have unity.  

There cannot be segments of the society that 
feel that they are not involved. There cannot be seg-
ments of the political leadership, that meaning the 
Opposition and others, that are not feeling that they 
are involved inside of these aspects. So I would en-
courage the Government to make sure that when the 
officials from the ACA come to Bermuda that they not 
only meet with Members of the Government, but meet 
with Members of the Opposition so that they can hear 
first-hand the support that we have and so that they 
can feel comfortable in knowing that if we have a suc-
cessful event in 2017, and if they want to come to 
Bermuda in 2020 under a Progressive Labour Party 
Government, they will be welcomed by us as the 
Government. That is the type of thing that they need 
to understand.  

Mr. Speaker, you have heard me speak many 
points in time about how we have to project a unified 
vision across the seas. And we have to let investors 

know that they will have a stable platform to invest on 
and that there are things that are not going to change 
from election to election. And I think that is something 
that you have heard me speak about a lot of times, 
Mr. Speaker. But that is important for the America’s 
Cup and the opportunity that it represents. And the 
reason why it represents such an excellent opportuni-
ty for Bermuda, and the reason why we cannot have 
this blind support, is that it will not be that event, Mr. 
Speaker, it will not be the best tourist experience that 
we can produce, if there are certain segments of soci-
ety that feel that they are slighted.  

It cannot be that successful event if there are 
people who, you know, that do not feel as though if 
they participated, and we have trouble during the 
America’s Cup. If our guests in any way, shape or 
form do not feel welcome, Mr. Speaker, then we are 
not going to get the America’s Cup back in 2020. We 
are not going to get the benefit that we want in 2020. 
And that is why, from a social aspect, we have to 
make sure that we use this opportunity to not just 
“pretty up” and paint over the troubles that we have, 
but to make sure that it actually trickles down and 
spreads throughout the economy so that we can have 
the benefit that we need. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the final thing, of course, 
of which we know, is that the America’s Cup repre-
sents an excellent opportunity for Bermuda because 
of what the America’s Cup represents. It is wealth. It is 
the game and toy of very wealthy individuals. Mr. 
Speaker, do you know how much it costs to enter a 
successful team, or a competitive team, into the 
America’s Cup? Any idea? Any other ideas from 
Members? Mr. Speaker, it is $100 million to enter a 
competitive team into the America’s Cup—$100 mil-
lion.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will yield to the Minister of 
Economic Development because I am really curious, 
so I can finish this, how much do you win if you win 
the America’s Cup?  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: There we go. I thought I knew the 
answer, but I did not want, you know, to make a mis-
take. You do not win anything, Mr. Speaker, except for 
a nice cup.  

So, $100 million is spent, so we are talking 
about six teams, is this $600 million being spent in 
pursuit of a cup. Now, to be clear, Mr. Speaker, this is 
a game for the wealthy. It is something . . . it is an 
event for the wealthy, the mega wealthy.  

And that is not a problem, Mr. Speaker. That 
is what it is. But they are going to be here. And when 
you have the person who is in charge of Oracle rac-
ing, or in charge of the America’s Cup, or some type 
of ownership stake, being Mr. Larry Ellison, being the 
third wealthiest person in America, and the fifth 
wealthiest person in the world, you had better believe 
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that there is going to be a lot of extremely wealthy 
people. I heard some people talk about the “1 per 
cent.” This is not the 1 per cent. This is the .001 per 
cent and the top level of the wealth inside of the world. 
That is what we are dealing with.  

And the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, that 
this is an opportunity. Because if these people feel 
welcomed, if these people come here feel as though 
as Bermuda is a place where they can invest, Bermu-
da is a place that they can enjoy, they can buy proper-
ties here, they can invest in businesses here, they can 
possibly open some subsidiaries here, whether it be 
Oracle, whether it be Google, whether it be other tech 
companies, whether it be their billionaire friends, we 
have heard the business development agency is look-
ing at trying to lure, this is why it is an excellent oppor-
tunity for Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. And I applaud the 
Government for going there, but we have to make 
sure that we look long term.  

And if we are having this long-term view, it is 
essential that in the short term we make sure that the 
benefits are felt up and down, across the Island, so 
that everyone in the country embraces the America’s 
Cup and it will be successful. Because if there are 
segments of society, Mr. Speaker, that feel excluded, 
we will not get return investment of which this country 
so desperately needs. We will not get the economic 
investment that this country so desperately needs, 
and the long-term benefit of the America’s Cup will be 
muted if we do not act in that regard. 
 So, once again, Mr. Speaker, I close, as our 
Leader is not here, in reiterating the complete support 
that the Progressive Labour Party has for the Ameri-
ca’s Cup, the complete support in making sure that 
this event is successful and moves forward. And we 
would hope that in the future we can make sure that 
we are included in a better fashion to make sure that 
the people of the America’s Cup know that the Pro-
gressive Labour Party will stand and support whatever 
it takes to make sure that this is the best America’s 
Cup that is ever held. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair now will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 20, Pembroke South West, 
MP Susan Jackson. You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think that the America’s Cup is a cup half full. 
The phrase of it can be, one can see a cup with water 
and it is half empty or it is half full. The America’s Cup 
for Bermuda is definitely the cup that is half full and it 
is up to the people here in Bermuda to take the oppor-
tunity to fill that cup and have it overflow.  

The vision for me is that Bermuda is the place 
where our visitors are going to come and enjoy this 
lifestyle and will want to be a part of it, and that is the 

opportunity for everybody in Bermuda to come on 
board.  
 When I think about the population of people 
that will come, it seems to me that there are going to 
be a number of people who, you know, will be differ-
ent in their makeup and their values and lifestyles 
than what we have seen on the Island, let us say, in 
the international business community. These will be a 
group of people who have been travelling around the 
world in order to sail. They have seen many cultures. 
They have been in many lands, and therefore, their 
eyes will be open and more amenable to experiencing 
the uniqueness of our Island.  

Because of that, I believe that there will be 
opportunities for everybody to share in their speciali-
ties and be appreciated by the people who are visiting 
here for a while. In particular, I think about the sailors 
and the support staff that will be on-Island. They will 
be, you know, more relaxed and down to earth. I be-
lieve that they will be willing to participate and get to 
know us as a people. 

The other day I actually met with the BEDC 
[Bermuda Economic Development Corporation] and 
when we were sitting around speaking about the dif-
ferent population and what their lifestyle may be like in 
comparison to, let us say, the corporate world. You 
know, we started to think about that, and one of the 
women that was around the table said, Well, you 
know what? This kind of lifestyle . . . they get up at 
different hours of the day. Things may be very differ-
ent. I get what you are saying, Susan. So I am saying 
that to say, as we are thinking about what kinds of 
businesses or what kinds of services we can offer, it 
may change and put a whole shift in our business 
model.  

We may have to look at our business opening 
hours. You know, one of the suggestions was, Well, 
these sailors and mechanics and support staff, they 
may want to get up very early in the morning. They 
might want to get going early. So maybe it is an op-
portunity for people in Bermuda who may want to start 
businesses or provide services to shift the business 
hours. It may mean that they are going to be more 
interested in our cultural foods. They may want to 
wander and live in our neighbourhoods and be a part 
of our community, because that is all part of the na-
ture and the experience of travelling around the world 
and sailing in different countries.  

I say all of that to say that there is a diversity 
of opportunity out there for all of us, and it is our 
chance to really shine. And, yes, we are going to see 
certainly through the details that have been laid out in 
this Act that there are going to be some glamorous 
bits and glamorous things about the America’s Cup. 
And we will see things that will tantalise us. We will 
experience promotion and different forms of carrying 
on the duties of a campaign as significant as this, and 
I am sure that we will learn an awful lot from the expe-
rience as well–things that we may think that are won-
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derful and we would like to adopt here in Bermuda 
and there may be other things that we may say, Well, 
that is a bit flashy for us. It was great for a while, but 
we see now that maybe that is something that was fun 
for the time being but we will let it go. 

So there is going to be a mutual sharing of 
experiences over the next couple of years. I believe 
that organisations like BEDC are very in tune to that. 
They are very prepared. They are asking questions. 
They are reaching out and speaking to Members of 
the Government to find out how we may best be able 
to coordinate programmes and efforts to make sure 
that people get off the ground, and are able to create 
and share and offer goods and services that Bermudi-
ans have a passion for and are proud of.  

So, again, I also congratulate Dr. Gibbons and 
also his committee and support staff for everything 
that they have done. I look forward to seeing the 
community really integrating with the America’s Cup 
teams and enjoying this new experience. 

Thank you. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 The Chair now recognises the Minister of Fi-
nance, Minister Bob Richards. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 [I have] just a few thoughts. I was very inter-
ested to hear one of the Honourable Members, I think 
it was the Honourable Member Blakeney— 
 
The Speaker: “Honourable Member from constituen-
cy number” . . . look on your— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: [Constituency] 12. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: [Constituency] 13. 
 
The Speaker: [Constituency] 13. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, his comments on 
the historical aspects of sailing in Bermuda. One of 
the things that come to mind is that the inhabitants of 
Bermuda are referred to, as least we refer to our-
selves, as Bermudians. I do not know about you and 
other Honourable Members, but it really irritates me 
when somebody from abroad refers to people from 
Bermuda as “Bermudans. “ 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Right? It is really irritat-
ing.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: But the thing is, Mr. 
Speaker, there is such a word as “Bermudan.” 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And a “Bermudan” is the 
name of the triangular sail that was invented in Ber-
muda. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
An Hon. Member: That is nice. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is the name of that 
sail—the triangular sail which is found on virtually eve-
ry sailing vessel on earth—which was invented in 
Bermuda. It is called a “Bermudan sail.”  

It is the sail that the pilots used to use includ-
ing and in addition to rowboat power. They put up the 
Bermudan sail and they go out there in competition to 
get hold of that ship to bring her in. It is the same sail 
that they used to sail up against the wind because the 
wind in Bermuda prevails from southwest, so it is real-
ly difficult to get from St. George’s to Hamilton, be-
cause you have got to sail against the wind. The Ber-
mudan sail is the best sail for sailing against the wind 
ever invented. And that is why it was invented in Ber-
muda because that is the only way we could take a 
boat from St. George’s to the West End.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So we have a very, very, 
very deep history in this country with sailing. And, as 
the Honourable Member I referred to just now also 
mentioned correctly, it was people of all races who 
were involved in this sailing industry. They used to get 
in those boats and compete to see who can get the 
money to bring those larger ships in using that Ber-
mudan sail.  

It seems only fitting that the America’s Cup 
will be hosted in Bermuda, the Island that invented the 
predominant sail in the whole world of sailing, right in 
this Island. That historical fact really needs to be 
brought out when we talk to people about the connec-
tion between Bermuda and the America’s Cup.  

Now, that Bermudan sail has now morphed in-
to these fantastically aerodynamic . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I do not know what they 
call it now . . . the so-called sails, the airfoils (that is 
what they call them, airfoils) that they have on these 
modern catamarans that are just things of . . . very 
much of sort of a Star Wars-type situation. But the 
connection, the traditional connection, our connection 
to the sea in Bermuda transcends race, transcends 
history. So it is most appropriate that we are having 
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the good fortune to host the preeminent sailing event 
here in Bermuda.  
 I have been under instructions from the Prem-
ier to only speak for two minutes and I know I have 
already gone past my two minutes.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: But I wanted to say just 
one other thing, Mr. Speaker, and that is that there 
has been concern about the dispersion of the eco-
nomic impact in Bermuda. I just want to comment on 
that briefly.  

In the first place, the work that has been done 
by Minister Gibbons and his group to get the Ameri-
ca’s Cup here, the analysis they have done, it is esti-
mated that the amount of economic impact will aggre-
gate in the region of $250 million. That is a very signif-
icant amount for us. The dispersion of that money is 
interesting because we are talking about $250 million 
spent in Bermuda. That is the important thing. It is 
being spent in Bermuda.  

It will cover virtually all walks of life, Mr. 
Speaker: Tourism, hotels, restaurants, hospitality-
related services, transport (including taxis, ferries, 
buses, limos), construction—a lot of construction work 
has to be done before the event begins—wholesale 
and retail, security, marine services, shipping, for-
warding, telecommunications, service industries, small 
business, [and] real estate. It covers the gamut. 

So I think because it is tourism related . . . that 
is the great thing about tourism. The thing about tour-
ism in Bermuda is that it really has a huge dispersion 
of effect on our population. A lot of different kinds of 
people can be involved, can be impacted, and it will 
depend a lot on how entrepreneurial, how aggressive, 
how inventive people are in having some of that mon-
ey wash over them. It really is up to our people to go 
get it. You know, there is only so much that the Gov-
ernment can do to bring it here. I know we will do our 
best to have it dispersed as broadly as possible, but at 
the end of the day, people have to reach out and try to 
avail themselves of the opportunity.  

There is a difference between an opportunity 
and a reality, and that difference is the attitude of the 
person, their actions and their persistence.  

So we think it will be a great thing for Bermu-
da. It will affect a lot of different people. It will have a 
wide dispersion of benefit. I want to end up by con-
gratulating Minister Gibbons on the efforts so far. But, 
you know, we have only just begun here. The promise 
is there. The opportunity is there, but we have to 
make it work. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Opposition Leader from Warwick South Central, con-
stituency 26. You have the floor. 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good evening, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Good evening. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —and thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will speak briefly. My “briefly” is 
usually about 10 to 15 minutes, so . . .  

There is not much to add after my Opposition 
Deputy Leader summed up our position. To reiterate, 
we give the America’s Cup our full support. All in all, it 
is potentially very positive, Mr. Speaker. And I say 
“potentially” because as we have listened to both 
sides, there is an undercurrent, a reality that everyone 
has acknowledged, that in spite of all the glitter, not all 
of it will be gold.  

It is acknowledged, and in fact, there are ap-
peals to the general populace to be entrepreneurial, to 
get out there and do what you can, and do not com-
plain, be ready to compete. Which, in principle, I cer-
tainly advocate. But then there is this irony that I have 
heard whereas you have some Members saying, Lis-
ten, you all, the general populace, should not feel a 
sense of entitlement. Outside of the fact that they are 
using taxpayers’ funds, that means everyone, if 
someone is going to feel entitled, everyone is going to 
feel entitled, but the reality is that the segment of this 
population who actually, realistically, feeling entitled 
are those who are closest to the money.  

Those who are closest to the money have the 
expectation of making the most. Now, I am just point-
ing out a mere fact. So if that is the fact, then please 
do not come with condescending remarks, telling the 
average Bermudian—white, black, Portuguese, Asian 
descent, it does not matter, but taxpayers—Don’t feel 
entitled, when you are the archetype of entitlement. 
Because for them to eat and get crumbs from the 
trickle down, which has been, you know, the reality—
that you have to be entrepreneurial, you have to be 
creative—but those closest to the money are not re-
quired to be entrepreneurial and creative. They are 
just going to volunteer and be part and do what they 
can to be part of the social network, as close as pos-
sible to the money.  

And, no, it is not just for the purpose of social 
promotion. It is not a social event. They are volunteer-
ing because they have an expectation or entitlement 
to get paid. The reality, because it is taxpayer funds, 
is that I am hoping that everybody gets paid if they 
have a desire to. Everyone! 

And so, I will just say this to the people of 
Bermuda: I would like to see the glitter turn into gold, 
but we know the reality. If we were the Government, 
more than likely we would have been held to a higher 
account, and there would have been accusations and 
all types of things because the type of money that is 
circulating in this America’s Cup is a cash cow. And 
so to the victor go the spoils. I understand that. And 
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so the distribution of wealth from this America’s Cup 
will not be balanced. Let’s face reality.  

It is not worth fighting over. It is what it is, sir. 
But do not think—I do not want to hear those who will 
be eating at the palatial-style buffet table start trying to 
dictate or tell people who are eating crumbs how to 
think or act. Do your part. Make sure you can bring 
your willingness and ability to make the America’s 
Cup a success. But for the people of this country, with 
that being the reality. And I am saying it before it hap-
pens. There is no use having these high expectations 
and then they are not met, and then you are going to 
have social unrest. It is best to tell your people the 
truth upfront. This is the deal. It might be $150 million 
to $250 million going to be circulated; $77 million will 
be reallocated and redistributed. And, out of that, 
maybe about $2 million to $5 million will trickle down. 
That is just the fact!  

So to the people of this country: Do not expect 
the Government of Bermuda, whether it is the One 
Bermuda Alliance or the PLP [Progressive Labour 
Party], do not expect the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority] or the ACBDA [America’s Cup Bermuda] to do 
for you what you should be willing to do for your-
selves. 
 And in the same token, do not let . . . because 
you are a taxpayer. As the Opposition Leader I will let 
you all know, do not let anybody tell you no if you 
have a desire to do something. Do not let any one of 
those institutions be able to choose between the win-
ners and the losers. What I am appealing, for this to 
be ultimately successful, [is that] we actually have to 
free up. So, Government, tell your Parks Commission 
and all the other bureaucratic institutions within gov-
ernment that have individuals that have a lot of power 
who have the tree-hugging concept, to give it a broad-
based turn. 
 Let the civil servants know, let the members of 
your boards and committees know, let them know that 
if you are not there to help, do not hurt the people of 
this country. If someone wants to set up a jerk pit go-
ing across Grey’s Bridge, I am telling you, I do not 
want to hear one person tell that taxpayer that they 
cannot do it. Actually, I am warning. It is not anything 
that I am going to do; I am warning you ahead of time 
of the feelings, the anxiety that people have right now. 
Because they are still trying to find food to eat. It is a 
struggle! America’s Cup is a long way away for a per-
son who cannot pay their rent. 
 So, I am encouraging our people to fully par-
ticipate, and do not allow anybody to tell you that you 
cannot.  

Now, I accept that the legislation says that 
there are some designated sites, and I would think 
that Dockyard proper and Front Street are designated 
sites. That is where the winners and losers will be 
chosen and whatnot. But for the rest of Bermuda, it is 
for all the taxpayers. Yes, wherever we are. 

 I even heard, because you know, Mr. Speak-
er, one of the most prime venues for watching the 
America’s Cup coming is Fort Scaur. Anyone from the 
western end would tell you, Fort Scaur is the location. 
And I heard, it is just probably a rumour, that there are 
some groups trying to (in quote) “lock off” Fort Scaur 
for their own little set. Well, let me put a pin in that 
bubble real quick. On behalf of my community, our 
community . . . look, Fort Scaur is for all of us. And if 
you try to stop one of us, ain’t no one going up there. 
That is a park. 
 So, before we start going down that road of 
being selective and exclusive, using taxpayer funds, I 
think we need to change our attitude or make sure our 
attitude is right, if it is not right already, and let the 
people free up.  
 We have already talked about the potential 
long-term benefits of the America’s Cup. And Lord 
knows, I hope and pray . . . we hope and pray that the 
America’s Cup is a catalyst for a new tourism product, 
is a catalyst for more international business. My Depu-
ty Leader eloquently put our position forward. But let 
me repeat: The only product that we have in this 
country, outside of pink sand and water, is our people. 
And the only way to enhance that product is to allow 
our people to be free. There is no one in this room, 
there is no one in the Government or ACBDA or BTA 
who has the all-seeing eye who can plan and deter-
mine everyone else’s actions. Do not interfere, Mr. 
Speaker, in how the population goes to make sure 
that they could eat, too. And that is all our appeal is. 
 Unfortunately, we should not have to be mak-
ing such an appeal. But as I started, right, it is a reality 
of this country. Let us not be naive. There will be a 
redistribution of wealth, okay, from the average tax-
payer to the wealthy and those who are closest to the 
money. But those who are closest to the money, 
please . . . I am not appealing, actually. No. I am not 
in the mood to appeal. Consider your attitude. Con-
sider treating people the way you want to be treated. 
Let the people of this country make the America’s Cup 
successful. Because they are the only people who will 
make it successful. 
 On the other hand, if you think it is a joke, 
think of the risk. Think of the risk. Look what hap-
pened a few weeks ago. That could spark off in 24 
hours. It does not take much. That is not what we 
need in this country. So I would encourage the Gov-
ernment to embrace the people wholeheartedly 
around the America’s Cup, because you have a gre-
nade in your hand, man. Trust me! The people have 
anxiety. There is a trust deficit, which I know the OBA 
acknowledge. And that is the type of risk that the 
America’s Cup does not need. So, mitigate against it 
by being all-embracing and encouraging a free spirit 
within our people. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
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The Chair will now recognise the mover of the 
Bill, the Honourable Dr. Gibbons, the Minister for Eco-
nomic Development. You have the floor. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Let me start by thanking Honourable Mem-
bers for what I think has been a very useful debate so 
far. Some good questions have been asked. Some 
comments have been made that certainly we agree 
with; for example, the last speaker said we need to 
make the people of this country make this event suc-
cessful. And certainly, we on this side agree with that 
completely. And I think the America’s Cup Event Au-
thority [ACEA] have said it. Everybody who has been 
here involved with the America’s Cup said the country, 
the community has to embrace this in order to truly 
make it successful. 

I continue by saying that, you know, while 
there was unequivocal support, there were very few 
but’s after that as well. So I was actually very pleased 
with that. Let there be no mistake here. People are 
watching us. People are listening to what we have to 
say here. And I think people get very concerned if 
there is the sense that somehow Bermuda is divided, 
Bermuda is not, you know, all together on this. Those 
are really important issues in terms of making this a 
success and making those who are coming feel that 
they are welcomed and that they are valued in terms 
of the contribution that they are going to be making. 

I think it is also fair to say that this is not a 
panacea. This is not going to cure all our social prob-
lems. This is not going to put $1 million in everybody’s 
bank account. This does not cure warts. There are a 
whole series of things that this does not do. So, one of 
the challenges is—and I think people have said that; 
one of the Honourable Members on the other side 
mentioned it—controlling expectation is going to be 
important as well. 

But, having said that, as far as we can see, 
there is going to be extraordinary contribution across 
any number of industries. We have already seen it. 
There are a number of Members on that side who 
were talking about the West End. I was walking along 
Reid Street the other day, and a real estate agent 
(whom I did not know) came up to me (she does not 
look like me, Mr. Speaker), and she hugged me. She 
said, I live in the West End, and I’m a real estate 
agent. She said, I’m already feeling the love up there. 

So I think we are already starting to see peo-
ple moving in, spending money. But it is going to build 
over a period of time. There is not going to be an in-
stant contribution, but, as I think a number of Honour-
able Members say, it is going to come over a period of 
time. 

Now, I think it is important for me just to clear 
up what this Bill is about. This is not, in essence, what 
I will call an economic empowerment Bill. This Bill has 
a very simple purpose. When Bermuda was one of 

twelve, eventually down to two, leading up to the 
eventual choice by the America’s Cup Event Authority, 
essentially what they said is that, In order to be able to 
consider Bermuda, here is what we need. Here is 
what we need you to do for us. And we can talk about 
how rich Larry Ellison is, how much money there is 
involved in all this. But we are in a competition against 
a number of other jurisdictions. And I think it is fair to 
say, Mr. Speaker, we all know that Bermuda is an ex-
pensive place to live, to do business, and simply just 
to reside here. 

So, what this Bill really is about is the Ameri-
ca’s Cup Event Authority saying, Here are the re-
quirements we need in order to be able to make this 
happen. And you need to be able to assure us, by 
passing legislation (not exactly their words, 
but . . .). Assure us that you will be able to deliver 
on these commitments that you have put into your 
bid document. Because if we accept you, we 
expect you to follow through on it. 

So, when the announcement was made on 
December 2nd, we knew we only had a week or so, 
because we had to put down a piece of legislation by 
the 12th of December. And we also know that we need 
to get this thing passed by the 28th of February. And, 
for full disclosure here, if we do not get that done, then 
the America’s Cup Event Authority, under the bid 
agreement, can change their mind if they want to. 

So, there is a fair amount riding on this. This 
is not to make sure everybody gets this or gets that, 
whether they be wealthy or not wealthy. This is all 
about fulfilling our commitment under the bid docu-
ment. So that is what we are talking about here. They 
said, If we are going to consider you, here is what we 
need. 

I think I have said this before, Mr. Speaker. 
These are extremely expensive events to run. The 
Honourable Member on the other side was talking 
about how much it costs to essentially support or 
sponsor a team, $100 million just to get in the game. 
The America’s Cup Event Authority and all of the 
teams have sponsors for putting up a lot of money, 
and they expect to be able to come here and do cer-
tain things. That is part of what this is all about, help-
ing them facilitate that overall financial arrangement. 

At the end of the day, Bermudians will do ex-
tremely well out of this because of the overall spend-
ing that will happen here across a whole series of in-
dustries and sectors, particularly tourism and con-
struction. But at the end of the day, I think this is really 
about, if you want this in Bermuda, this is what you 
need to do. So when Honourable Members talk about 
quid pro quo or where are the inducements here for 
this, the answer is very simple: You do not do this, 
you do not get the America’s Cup in Bermuda. So it is 
as simple as that. 

Now, let me tackle of couple of the questions 
raised by the Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 6, and that is the issue of excluding the Opposition. 
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I think that was really tantamount to what he was say-
ing there. Mr. Speaker, as that Honourable Member 
will know, I met with a number of Opposition Members 
right after the announcement, and I said, We are go-
ing to find a way to get you more involved. Now, I 
think the Honourable Member was suggesting some-
how that a Member of the Opposition should have 
been on the ACBDA Committee. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. The Honoura-
ble Member says, yes, they asked if they could be on 
the ACBDA Committee. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are no politicians on that 
particular committee. This is not a political committee. 
This is a working committee, and we— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We did not ask specifically 
could we be on that committee. We asked, can the 
Opposition be involved? We could have appointed a 
person who is not a politician on that committee to 
help. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The committee is very broad based. I do not 
know how people on that committee vote. I mean, I 
think we can all make guesses; we often do. But I 
think it is very representative of small business. You 
have got a very senior member in the form of Darren 
Johnston on there, who is at PWC; the Caribbean 
general manager or CEO. You have got Donna 
Pearman on there. You have got Warren Jones. You 
have got John Collis, a very senior member, lawyer. 
So these are all people who are bringing significant 
expertise to the particular committee. So, in essence, 
Mr. Speaker, we needed to put together a working 
group here. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Now, we also said at 
the time, when the ACBDA board was announced, 
they would be setting up a number of advisory groups, 

because you cannot get everybody from every differ-
ent sector or whatever represented on a board. One 
of the first advisory groups we are going to set up . . . 
and a lot of them met with Sir Russell Coutts when he 
was here earlier (was it earlier this week, or was it last 
week? I think it was last week), members of the boat-
ing clubs—because we want a lot of involvement by 
boating clubs. And I am not talking RBYC [Royal 
Bermuda Yacht Club] or necessarily the dinghy club 
here. Certainly, a member will be there. But we had 
the West End Sandys Boat Club. We had the East 
End Mini Yacht Club. I think we had the Mid-Atlantic 
Boat Club as well, the Sea Cadets. There were a 
number of people on there.  

There were about 20 people in the room, and 
I think Sir Russell said very clearly, We want to get 
you involved. In fact, he said (further to a point that an 
Honourable Member was making on that side [that] 
some of these clubs have equipment, boats, some of 
them are not in terribly good shape) that he had al-
ready spoken to some US manufacturers, and they 
would be looking to bring in people to help service 
some of these boats. They would be bringing in addi-
tional boats, if they needed to, to help support a broad 
sailing programme—not just youth sailing, but com-
munity sailing. They are also looking to do a number 
of other sailing programmes, as well. So I think it is 
fair to say that we are already starting to look into that. 
 Other advisory groups will be set up. I would 
like to be able to get the Opposition more involved in 
that, and I said that at the time, and we will. But we 
have been extremely busy up to this point simply to 
get stuff started in order to be able to meet some of 
the deadlines that are required. 
 There was a question from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6, as well. Will stuff be put 
out to bid at Dockyard? Absolutely. There was already 
an advertisement in the paper a week or so ago to 
deal with some of the infrastructure up there that the 
Government would need to be putting in on the South 
Basin dock. So that will definitely be put out to bid. 
 The question of why is Front Street specifical-
ly mentioned in the legislation? The simple reason is 
because the World Series, which is the first event, 
which will happen in October of this year (I think it is 
the 15th or the 17th) is going to have the team bases 
set up on the Front Street waterfront down there. So 
the America’s Cup Event Authority wanted to be able 
to use part of Front Street, probably tie off one lane, to 
be able to have a broader viewing and everything else 
down there. It is near the water. As Honourable Mem-
bers have said, the racing will be in the harbour or the 
Great Sound as well, and that is why they wanted to 
be sure. They said to us, Look. We need your com-
mitment that you’ll be able to use this particular area. 
 This does not exclude North Hamilton. This 
does not exclude St. George’s. This does not exclude 
Dockyard at the time. This is simply a provision to es-
sentially follow through on our commitment to be able 
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to use the Hamilton waterfront. That is why it is in 
there. It is our guarantee to them that the Hamilton 
waterfront will be available with certain conditions and 
provisos. 
 Just so people understand, when I say the 
team bases, a lot of these teams, and we will be talk-
ing about the AC45s, the 45-foot catamarans at this 
particular point, they come in containers. So the bases 
are already set up. They use containers. They stack 
them, and they have workshops and other things. And 
they stack them, and they will be right on the dock 
there, towards the eastern end of the dock down 
there. They will all be lined up one after another. So if 
we get a seventh team, which looks viable, we will 
have seven different bases all down there. But that is 
why Front Street was important for them in terms of 
being able to make their arrangements. 
 Now, the Honourable Member, I think, also 
asked questions about the issue . . . The company 
was incorporated, the ACBDA, did somebody not pay 
for that? The answer is yes. A local law firm did a lot 
of pro bono work on that. We may end up having to 
pay them the incorporation fee, but they have basical-
ly footed the entire bill up to this point, which is not 
very much. It is mostly pro bono. 
 And while I have the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, 
let me just again say, we have had an extraordinary 
amount of pro bono, free labour, free hours, hundreds 
and hundreds of hours people have put in, leading up 
to the bid process and even after that, as well. So this 
has cost Government a remarkably small amount of 
money. We will get into all that, obviously, when we 
get into the budget period. I did not want to get into it 
with the Bill here. But it is certainly something that I 
need to recognise again and again. 
 The Honourable Member from constituency 6 
also raised the issue about whether we could host the 
subsequent America’s Cup, which will be AC, not 35, 
which will be this one, but AC 36. In the agreement 
with the America’s Cup Event Authority, there is an 
option in there if Oracle wins, because if Oracle does 
not win, then another country, whether it be the Ital-
ians, the New Zealanders, the Swedes, the British, or 
whoever else, will obviously want to do it in their par-
ticular country. But if Oracle wins, we have an option 
to negotiate for the subsequent America’s Cup. 
 Now, what that means, Mr. Speaker, is there 
is no guarantee. It means that we have first shot at it if 
we can meet the criteria that they will be looking for. 
And obviously, if everybody pulls together, we do a 
good job and it is a fantastic event, I think obviously 
there will be a great deal of incentive for them to come 
back to Bermuda. But obviously, that is going to de-
pend on good relationships, trust, and effectively a 
sense that Bermuda has really helped them to make 
the event as successful as possible, which is why 
there are some other provisions in this Bill to be able 
to move very quickly in the event that an issue which 

we did not foresee comes up and we need to make 
decisions about it. 
 Now, the interesting comments from the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 21, Mr. 
Commissiong, talked about a benefit and a legacy. 
Generally, what has happened before is, if things go 
fairly well, the America’s Cup Event Authority will look 
for a way to leave a lasting benefit or contribution to 
Bermuda. We are not sure what that is. It could be a 
long-term sailing centre for all Bermudians, for Ber-
mudian children. It could be a structure of some sort. 
We just do not know. 
 But he also talked about the history, and I 
think that is important. One of the things that we 
pushed extensively in our bid document was the long-
term history, and people have talked about the Ber-
muda rig. But sailing essentially is in our DNA. 
Whether it is white Bermudians or black Bermudians, I 
think all of us, historically, our families have been in-
volved in sailing. It has been, obviously, in our Island 
a pretty important part of our overall success over the 
years. 
 I have talked about the issue of getting, as he 
put it, the black yacht clubs involved, the black boating 
clubs. That is very much a part of it. We want all boat-
ing clubs involved in this as well, and not to be selec-
tive here. This is something that we have heard from 
the beginning from them, that this is an important 
thing for them as well. We have heard about the 
school programmes, getting young people enthusias-
tic about it in that sense as well. 
 In terms of the issue of . . . I have talked about 
Front Street. (I am sorry. I am just going through the 
list of comments that people have made.) The Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 24 commented 
upon the Bermuda Economic Development Corpora-
tion [BEDC], the small business development group. I 
am sure the Honourable Member will be pleased to 
hear that discussions have already started between 
the ACBDA and Erica Smith (I think it is), who is the 
General Manager at the BEDC. It is actually not under 
my portfolio. (It used to be. It is now under Home Af-
fairs.) They were very enthusiastic. They have 
reached out to us, and we will work through a pro-
gramme so that small businesses and entrepreneurs 
will have a sense of what is available, what they will 
need to be able to do. But that is very much in hand at 
this particular point, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think I also need to correct at least an im-
pression (I think it was unintentional) that that Hon-
ourable Member said. The Bill does not refer to Ber-
mudian labourers. What the Bill does refer to is Ber-
mudian labour. Because, in the Bill, there are issues 
involving work permits, and there are also issues 
where we specified that only Bermudian labour (i.e., 
Bermudians) would be able to do certain things like 
drive the limousine-sized vehicles, assuming they ac-
tually bring those in. A lot of these are provisions for 
the ACEA in case they get a sponsor, like a car spon-
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sor. And they had one last time. It was Lexus. I do not 
think it will be Lexus this time. But they want to be 
able to show off their vehicles. 
 But we insisted, obviously, as part of the 
agreement, that that would be need to be driven by 
Bermudians and they would, obviously, be paid for 
that as well. And to drive a limousine, as we will see in 
the Act, you need a public service vehicle licence, as 
well. So if you are driving a taxi and you want to get 
somebody else to drive your taxi, you can drive one of 
these vehicles and get paid for it, assuming they actu-
ally bring these in. 
 We have already had, in terms of the small 
business, a number of applications. Those have been 
referred on to the ACBDA and the ACEA. We are very 
sensitive to the fact that we have already gotten quite 
a few entrepreneurs who want to do things, and I think 
that is something that, obviously, we understand as 
important in terms of making sure that this is success-
ful. 
 I talked about the issue of inducements. Yes, 
this issue of a designated commercial partner. Mr. 
Speaker, what that means under this particular legis-
lation is, as I said, these are extremely expensive 
events to run, to put a team together, to pay for all the 
sailors, all the support groups, [and] the rest of it. The 
ACEA and Oracle specifically wanted to make sure 
that if they have commercial partners—and those 
could be a group like Louis Vuitton; it could be Boeing, 
who is doing a lot of work designing their foiling 
Cats—that they essentially get certain benefits under 
this. That was part of the original deal. 
 So, this is not to exclude anybody else. Any-
body can be a commercial partner. A lot of these 
commercial partnerships, and these are commercial 
partnership the ACEA and essentially Oracle, they 
often involve fairly heavy up-front sponsorship fees. 
We want those sponsorships because that will help us 
to pay off the $25 million guarantee as well. So that is 
part of the arrangement here. 
 But this is a very strict definition, because it 
specifically applies to the sponsors and the commer-
cial partners that ACEA and Oracle want to be able to 
deal with here, and that is why it is in there specifical-
ly. It is not trying to exclude other people; they want 
that protection in there in terms of some of the bene-
fits that are under the Bill. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think those were more or less 
. . . actually, there was one other point. The Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 18 talked about this 
issue of white elephants. It is a good point. I think we 
are all very sensitive to not spending money on this 
that we do not have to, building structures like some 
of the Olympic hosts over the years, where they have 
built something; it is never, ever used again. I think 
the World Cup was a good example of that, as well. 
Probably the best example of the America’s Cup was 
Valencia. They spent $4 billion to $5 billion to put that 

on, and basically they have got almost no use from it 
after that. 
 Most of the buildings that we are talking about 
here are going to be pop-up structures. But the ones 
that are going to be there for the longer haul will be 
some of the buildings, like Building 9, Building 6, the 
Chicane building up at Dockyard—which actually has 
been neglected for years, but will be used for a media 
centre, offices and others—are getting fixed up in the 
course of this. So at the end of the day, those build-
ings will be available for other events and for others 
afterward. 
 Some of those buildings . . . somebody was 
saying, What do you do with this equipment? It will be 
used for storing some of these sails, the foils, because 
they are also looking for things that will be hurricane-
proof, too, after Fay and Gonzalo this past year. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think those are the basic issues 
that I wanted to cover. I would ask that the Bill be now 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to the Bill being 
committed? 
 I ask that the Deputy Speaker please take the 
Chair. 
 

House in Committee at 10:31 pm 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

AMERICA’S CUP ACT 2015 
  
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled America’s Cup Act 2014. I call 
on the Minister in charge. You have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I think Honourable Members will already be 
aware that, since the Bill was originally tabled on the 
12th of December, we have a number of amendments 
that I will be making on the floor as we go through the 
clauses. 
 Let me start by moving clauses 1 through 12. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Sorry; what would 
you like? 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 1 to 6, please? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Clauses 1 through 6. 
Okay. All right. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: How would you like 
me to handle the amendments? Do you want me to do 
it at a clause-by-clause level? Or do you want me to 
do it at the end? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Chairman: Because there are changes in perti-
nent clauses, we will do clauses 1 through 5. And then 
we will work our way down from there.
 
[Inaudible interjections] 

The Chairman: We are going to go clause by clause. 

[Pause] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Sorry. You lost me. I 
have tried to move clauses 1 through 6. It has now 
changed about five times. Where are we? 

The Chairman: Clause by clause, because there are 
changes and amendments. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Okay. Well, 
can I move at least clause 1, which is the citation, and 
then clause 2, which is the interpretation clause? 

The Chairman: Yes. Please do. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Thank you. 
Clause 2, very simply, sets out a list of defini-

tions and interpretations used in the Bill. And I have 
two amendments with respect to the definitions and 
interpretations. 

The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to those two clauses? 

Well, would you like to present the changes? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Why do not I present 
the changes? And that might help. Okay? 

The Chairman: Yes. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The first amendment 
in the clause— 

The Chairman: Sorry. One moment. We have a 
Member standing to their feet.  

Well, we are going to go through each of the 
clauses. It would be easier that way. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Chairman: We have not finished. We are still on 
clause 2. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Chairman: [Clause] 1 is the citation. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 1 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Actually, there 
is a technical amendment. And I am sorry; I should 
have mentioned it. 

We need to simply change it from America’s 
Cup Act 2014 to America’s Cup Act 2015. It exists in 
about three or four different places in the Bill. So. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to the revision of the title of the Bill, from Amer-
ica’s Cup Act 2014 to America’s Cup Act 2015? 

[Clause 1 Amended] 

The Chairman: There are no Members. 
Minister? 

AMENDMENTS TO CLAUSE 2 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

So, in clause 2, I would like to delete the defi-
nition of the ACBDA and substitute . . . And every 
Member should have a copy of this now. In fact, there 
is a red-lined version so they can see how this fits into 
the text of the Bill as well. And I appreciate the Attor-
ney General’s Chambers doing this. I think it is very 
helpful. 

So, the substitution here will be “‘ACBDA’ 
means ACBDA Limited, a company incorporated in 
Bermuda on 24 December 2014;”. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any objections to that revision? 
There are no objections. Minister, please pro-

ceed. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
In clause 2, as well, under the definition of 

“Minister,” I would like to delete the words “business 
development” and substitute the words “the America’s 
Cup.” 

The Chairman: Are there any objections at the bot-
tom of page 3 for the revisions under “Minister”? 

There are no objections. Minister, please pro-
ceed. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

I have no further comment on clause 2. 
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The Chairman: Thank you.  
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clause 2? 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. What would you like me to do now? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Chairman: Move clauses 3 through 6. 
  
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I asked that question 
because I tried to move a bunch of clauses. 
 
The Chairman: Move clauses 3 through 6. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay, great. Okay, 
thank you. 
 I would like to move clauses 3 through 6. 
 
The Chairman: Right. Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay? 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to clauses 3— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Let me provide some 
explanation, if I may. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. Yes, please, if you would like. 
Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Right. Okay. 
 Clause 3 exempts the ACEA and its designat-
ed commercial partners and the teams and their des-
ignated commercial partners from specific sections of 
existing legislation relating to advertising of, and at, 
the Bermuda events. The exemption will give the par-
ties the ability to post banners, flags and other forms 
of promotion for the events in various areas around 
the Island. 
 This provision allows for sponsor advertise-
ments on motor vehicles, branded alcohol sponsor-
ship and oversized advertisements to be posted in 
certain areas; for example, an America’s Cup logo or 
graphic posted in the Dockyard area that could be 
clearly seen from the air during the live-stream broad-
casting. It would also include things like banners on 
Front Street, things at the airport, things of that sort. 
 Clause 4 exempts the ACEA and its designat-
ed commercial partners from any fees payable under 
the Air Navigation (Fees for Certificates and Services) 
Regulations 2012 in relation to helicopters and drones 
brought to Bermuda for the purpose of the Bermuda 
events. In order to facilitate maximum media cover-

age, the ACEA may have up to five helicopters and a 
number of drones capturing the events. 
 Clause 5 exempts the America’s Cup Event 
Authority and its designated commercial partners from 
the payment of fees under the Telecommunications 
Act 1986 and the Electronic Communications Act 
2011 and the Regulatory Authority Act 2011. 
 Clause 6— 
 
The Chairman: No, we will stop there. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: You want to stop 
there? Okay. 
 
The Chairman: We will stop there. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clauses 3 through 5? Clauses 3 through 5, 
the ones we have just done, advertising, air naviga-
tion, broadcasting and electronic communications. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 6, the Honourable Wayne L. 
Furbert. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 One would have to go back and look at all 
these different Acts, the Advertisements Regulation 
Act, the Development and Planning Act, Motor Car 
Act. One would have to go back and do a lot of re-
search. So I just want to make sure, Minister, that sec-
tions 2, 3, 4 and 6(c) of the Advertisements Regula-
tion Act 1911 also includes the St. George’s. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It does? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. It does not 
specify a site. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no. 
 
The Chairman: Member, Member. I would need the 
response to be directed to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. If you look at [section] 
6(c), it refers to Hamilton. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, clause 3, advertis-
ing. 
 
The Chairman: All right. So your question for clause 
3 is . . . ? Can you please be specific, and then I will 
ask the— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. Sections 2, 3 and 6(c) 
of the Advertisements Regulation Act. 
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The Chairman: Great. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Section 6(c) refers to Hamil-
ton. And I am just asking to make sure that it also re-
fers to St. George’s. 
 
The Chairman: Section 6(c). No, we are on— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You have to go back and 
look at the Act. You have to go back and read the Act. 
 
The Chairman: Where is [section] 6(c)? 
 
The Clerk: He is talking about the Act, the Advertise-
ments Regulation Act. 
 
The Chairman: I see, I see, I see. [Clause] 3(a). 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, [clause] 3(a). 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 
 Thank you. I appreciate the question. 
 Under the Advertisements Regulation Act, if 
the Honourable Member had time to go back and look 
at it, he would find that under section 7 [reads], “The 
Corporation of St. George’s shall have the like powers 
of granting licenses in respect of land within the limits 
of the Town of St. George’s as are vested in the Cor-
poration of Hamilton by section 6.” That basically 
gives them the ability to use signage and basically put 
up posters and things of that sort. So they are cov-
ered. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any further Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 3 through 5? 
 There are no other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 3 through 5. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Clause 6? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Right. Okay. 
 
The Clerk: No, no, no. No, no. Everybody needs to 
agree to clause 5. Is it agreed to? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
The Clerk: Did you ask? 
 
[Inaudible interjection and pause] 
 

The Clerk: Everybody needs to agree to clause 5. 
 
The Chairman: Is everyone in agreement with claus-
es 3 through 5? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Right. 
 
The Clerk: They agreed. 
 
The Chairman: Agreed. 
[Clauses 3 through 5 passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. Thank 
you, Madam Chairman. 
 I am trying to do what I am told here. So we 
are going to move clause 6 next; is that correct? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, please. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. 
 Clause 6. Over the next two-and-a-half years, 
employees of the ACEA and the teams will be relocat-
ing to Bermuda with their families and household ef-
fects. Clause 6(1) modifies the impact of section 
5A(5)(b) of the Customs Tariff Act 1970 so that the 
ACEA and team employees may also include new 
goods in the duty-free allowance on transfer of resi-
dency. 
 By the nature of their work or lifestyle, many 
of the people moving to Bermuda for the event tend to 
move frequently and consequently do not have a lot of 
personal possessions that are older than six months. 
Clause 6(2) modifies CPC 5006 in the Sixth Schedule 
of the Customs Tariff Act 1970, which is the temporary 
importation relief, so that the relief on racing and exhi-
bition vessels imported by the America’s Cup Event 
Authority, the teams and their designated commercial 
partners can extend until the end of the event period. 
Right now, the event period is much more limited than 
that. 
 Clause 6(3)(a) makes a similar modification of 
CPC 5008 in relation to vessels and aircraft imported 
by ACEA, the teams and their designated commercial 
partners and the regatta officials. These vessels will 
be able to enter Bermuda without incurring duty and 
must leave at the end of the event period. 
 Clause 6(4) makes a similar modification of 
CPC 5022 for goods imported for use in connection 
with the Bermuda events. 
 Clause 6(5) exempts fees under the Customs 
Tariff Act 1970 and the Customs Department Act 1952 
in respect of any such vessels, aircraft or goods. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clause 6? 
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 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Shadow 
Minister of Economic Development, from Hamilton 
West, constituency 6, the Honourable Wayne L. 
Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Chairman, we sup-
port this clause. I know the Minister has got a few 
amendments to make. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I do. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Should I do those 
now? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So I guess maybe you 
should speak to the amendments first before I speak. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Would you 
like me to do all the amendments, or do you want me 
to tackle them one by one? 
 
The Chairman: I might be, because there are al-
most— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: There are quite a 
few here. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. We can go one by one. 
 

AMENDMENTS TO CLAUSE 6 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. 
 In clause 6(1), I would like to make the follow-
ing amendment, and that is to delete clause 6(1) and 
substitute, “(1) In relation to any goods imported by a 
person employed by ACEA or a Team who comes to 
reside in Bermuda for the purposes of any of the Ber-
muda Events— 

“(a) section 5A(5)(b) of the Customs Tariff Act 
1970 (duty-free allowance on transfer of 
residents if goods have been in the pos-
session of the importer for at least six 
months) shall not apply;  

“(b) notwithstanding section 5A(4) of that Act, 
the duty-free allowance under section 
5A(3) shall apply to motorcycles (as de-
fined in the Motor Car Act 1951) and to 
vessels not exceeding 50 feet in length, 
but in relation to such goods—  
"(i) section 5A(5)(d) of the Customs Tariff 

Act 1970 shall be read as if the words 

from “within six months” to the end of 
that paragraph were omitted; and  

"(ii) section 13 of that Act shall apply with 
the necessary modifications; and  

“(c) wharfage shall not be payable under the 
Hamilton Goods Wharfage and Storage 
Charges Ordinance 1967 or the St. 
George’s Goods Wharfage and Storage 
Charges Ordinance 1967.” 

  
I think, as I said in the House, a number of 

these sailors and others move fairly frequently. Cur-
rently, if you move to Bermuda, you cannot bring in 
anything without paying duty on it if it is less than six 
months old. Most of these people do not have much 
stuff which is more than six months old. So we are 
making an additional allowance there. 
 We are also making allowance for motorcy-
cles, but they have got to fit within the existing motor-
cycle requirements of the Transport Control, and also 
to vessels not exceeding 50 feet in length. In essence, 
they need to be exported at the end of the period. 
They cannot be sold here. If somebody wanted to sell 
them, then they would have to pay customs duty, et 
cetera. But the idea here is that they would be export-
ed at the end of the period. These are personal ef-
fects. 
 And then, finally, clause 6[(1)](c) simply pro-
vides an exemption from wharfage for St. George’s or 
Hamilton in the Storage Charges Ordinances. 
  
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the changes, the revisions that are to the 
customs duty, clause 6(1) only? Clause 6(1) talks 
about (1) . . . 6(1). 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from Hamilton West, constituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 The only question I would like to ask the Min-
ister, in relation to any goods imported, where is the 
definition for any . . . what are “goods”? What are con-
sidered “goods”? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Any goods? 
 
The Chairman: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It basically means 
household articles.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All right. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It is covered under 
the Customs Tariff [Act] already. If somebody moves 
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to Bermuda, or a Bermudian has been away for a 
number of years and moves back to Bermuda, they 
are called household effects, basically, is my under-
standing. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You know, the Minister says 
based on what I understand. Can you show us any-
where or tell us what actually is referred to as far as 
“any goods”? And then you say six months. How do 
you know it is not three months? I mean, what proof 
. . . I mean, what if it says any goods that come in? I 
mean, how do you know it is six months? And you are 
going to ask the question and they are going to lie as 
it comes in. I mean, I do not understand that. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Maybe I can 
help put it in perspective. 
 One of the reasons we are including motorcy-
cles and boats in here is because those would be ex-
cluded from household effects. We were asked, be-
cause a lot of these sailors are boating enthusiasts, 
they have their own personal watercraft. They wanted 
to be able to bring them in, which is fine with us be-
cause they are going to be purchasing fuel, they are 
going to be using small boatyards and all the rest of it 
to service these things. So, those would not be in-
cluded in the current customs fees. 
 So there is nothing that does not apply al-
ready to people moving to Bermuda, but it does not 
include things like motorcycles, cars, boats, things of 
that sort. It is household effects. And it is defined 
clearly in the Customs Tariff [Act] already. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency [36]. The Honourable Michael J. Scott, 
Shadow Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Goods includes ships, vessels, aircraft con-
tainers and all kinds of articles, wares, merchandise, 
natural products and livestock. So that is Customs 
Tariff Act 1970. That is what the Honourable Minister 
was referring to. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 6(1)? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 6. 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. I just hope they do not bring their chickens, be-
cause we have got enough of them running around. 
They come around Hamilton Parish; we have got 
those ones. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But let me just say that I am 
hoping that some record is kept by Customs so that 
somewhere along the line, whether it is on a . . . 
Somewhere along the line, someone can reveal to us 
what revenue did we actually give up? And that type 
of detail I think we need to be quite aware of. It is not 
just, Stamp, you are in, and no record being kept on it. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thanks. 
 The real answer is we are not giving up any 
income at all. If we do not do this, they do not come 
in. So the answer is none to that. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Actually, we are 
making this a little tighter. Because normally, if you 
import stuff, I think under the current household allow-
ance, if you are coming to reside in Bermuda, after six 
months you can sell it. We are saying we want you to 
take this stuff out again so we do not get a whole 
bunch of stuff being brought in and then flogged here. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Chairman, we know 
that no revenue is being collected. But the potential 
. . . what revenue has been lost? If they have to pay, 
what would it cost? Someone would say there must 
be some type of economic impact of what the cost 
would have been. That is what we are saying. Why 
cannot they keep a record of something? 
 
The Chairman: Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I believe the way this 
works, they will have to come through Customs, and 
there will be some accounting, particularly for larger 
items. Whether they count every sock and whether a 
cat is included . . . I had to pay $25.00 when I import-
ed a cat a number of years ago. 
 But the point is, right now, anybody can come 
to Bermuda and bring in their household effects duty-
free, if they are coming to reside. If you are Bermudi-
an, you have to have been abroad for a number of 
years, and I cannot remember how long it is. I think it 
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is two or three years or something. But the principle is, 
we are not giving up any duty here. We are simply 
saying, really in this case, that actually you need to 
take it out at the end of the event period. But we will 
not include it in household effects. We will allow you to 
bring in boats and motorcycles, but you have got to 
take them out again. Okay? 

So, no duty is being given up here. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any other Members who would like 

to speak to the clause 6(1) . . . (1) only? 
Are there any objections, then, to the revi-

sions to clause 6(1)? 
No, there are no objections to the revisions to 

clause 6(1). 
Minister, please proceed. 

[Amendment to clause 6(1) passed] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

 I would like to make an amendment now to 
clause 6(3). In clause 6(3), I would like to delete para-
graph (b). 

The Chairman: But, Member, we would like to ad-
dress clause 6(2) first. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Oh. Sorry? 

The Chairman: Clause 6(2) has a revision to the 
year. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Oh, I see. I thought I 
did that at the very beginning. No, I cannot do that. 
Yes, we need to change it from America’s Cup Act 
2014 to 2015. 

The Chairman: Correct. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: There are about 
three clauses, I think, in the Bill where this occurs.  

The Chairman: Fine. But we will just— 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I was trying to do a 
blanket one at the beginning. But apparently, that is 
not good enough. 

The Chairman: Well, just make sure we have it cov-
ered. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. 

The Chairman: So, you were . . . 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I am now up to 
clause 3. 

The Chairman: Clause 3. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Can we speak to clause 2? 

The Chairman: Clause 3. Yes, you may. We are go-
ing to let him do it. Because the clauses for 2 and 3 
are minimal, we will let him do the clauses 2 and 3 
together if that is all right. Is that all right? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No. Well, clause 3, there are 
some amendments, correct? 

The Chairman: It is clause 6(2). 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Clause 6(3), there will be 
some amendments. 

The Chairman: Clause 6(2). 

[Inaudible interjections] 

[Pause] 

The Chairman: If you would prefer to speak to clause 
2 and 3. Member? 

[Pause] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No. I am just asking the 
question. Have we passed clause 6(2)? 

The Chairman: No. We have not passed it. We are 
going to discuss it first. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All right. So we are doing 
clause 6(2) and clause 6(3) together? 

The Chairman: Correct. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, I did not hear that; okay. 

The Chairman: Yes. 
Minister? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
I would like to move the following amendment 

for clause 6(3). I would like to delete paragraph (b), 
which says, “any vessel of or exceeding 50 feet in 
length imported by an islander (as defined in the Cus-
toms Tariff Act 1970) . . .” So we are simply taking that 
out entirely. 

And the reason we are taking that out is be-
cause it is not necessary. Customs has looked at this, 
and they have decided that there is currently provision 
under CPC 5008 to allow for an islander . . . What we 
are talking about here is someone who has a large 
vessel, over 50 feet, who probably has not brought it 
into Bermuda much before because they did not want 
to pay customs duty on it. But for this particular event, 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



770 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 

we will allow them to bring it in because basically 
there will be more spending here and it will help to 
provide more entertainment and that kind of thing. 

So the concept here is simply that we do not 
need this provision, because Customs has looked at it 
and said there is already provision to be able to import 
a vessel for up to three months. They have got to take 
it out again, but they are allowed to do it for three 
months without paying duty. 

The Chairman: Do you want to continue? We are still 
on clause 6(3). 

Would anyone like to speak to clause 6(3) and 
any of the revisions? 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You mean clause 6(2) and 
clause 6(3); correct? 

The Chairman: Clause 6(2) and clause 6(3), yes. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Right. So I heard what the 
Minister said. So you are trying to tell me, and this is 
probably new to me, but it was my understanding that 
anyone who brings a vessel or a yacht in Bermuda, 
has to pay taxes, one month, two months, three days. 

But the Minister is now saying that a vessel 
that comes here, yacht, can come here for three 
months without paying taxes? That is new to me. I just 
want to make sure that that is correct. Because all I 
am saying to you, there is a golden opportunity, as the 
Minister of Finance says, that we want to collect tax-
es. They are going to come anyway. They would not 
be coming if we did not have this event. So why can’t 
we encourage large vessels to come here, do not 
charge any tax on them, and . . . Because as you 
know, they bring their families. They buy goods and 
services and stay at residences, or stay at hotels in 
particular, or moor up in some Hamilton Princess. 

So I just want to make sure that is absolutely 
correct. A vessel, a yacht that comes here for two 
days, three days, does not have to pay taxes at all? 

The Chairman: Thank you. We will have an answer 
from the Minister. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thanks. 
I think the Honourable Member is looking for 

confirmation. I have got CPC 5008 in front of me. The 
duty rate is zero. And the eligible beneficiary is all im-
porters. Qualifying goods are “Vessels and aircraft; 
articles and parts of vessels or aircraft, whether or not 
attached to vessels or aircraft, which form, or which 
are to form, part of vessels or aircraft; and ships’ or 
aircraft stores.” 

The temporary importation is that “A tempo-
rary importation certificate of the Collector of Customs 
is required, which the Collector may issue subject to 

such conditions for the protection of the revenue as 
the Collector sees fit . . . There shall be payable in 
respect of the issue of a certificate under . . . 1, such 
fee as may be prescribed for the purpose under the 
Government Fees Act . . . The goods must be export-
ed within three months of the date of importation or 
such longer period as the Collector of Customs may 
permit.” 

So, there is a three-month period in which you 
can bring in . . . the Honourable Member can bring in 
his super yacht for three months, tie it up, does not 
have to pay customs duty, but he has got to take it out 
at the end of the three months. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And that is my point. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 6. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Minister of Tourism is 
trying to encourage people to come here. Why do we 
want to restrict it to three months? Why can they not 
come tomorrow and stay for the whole three years, as 
far as I am concerned? And if that is the case, I am 
just saying either we change that three months and 
allow, particularly if they are coming for the event . . . 
if there is no tax if they stay for two years. The event 
goes on for a longer period of time. And if they came 
from the beginning of the summer to get a nice moor-
ing—you know, the first person who comes in moors 
up at Hamilton Princess or wherever they want to 
moor—then it is beneficial to us. 

And I am saying, for this period, particularly 
they are coming for the event, to remove that re-
striction for three months. That is my point. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Minister? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
The provision also allows for a longer period 

at the discretion of the Collector of Customs. 
I think the Honourable Member is asking a 

broader question, which is probably not appropriate 
here, which is, Do we need to change our policy with 
respect to (I will say) islanders, could be Bermudians, 
non-Bermudians, who reside here who own a large 
vessel, have not brought it in because they do not 
want to pay duty on it? 

I think that is going to, obviously, involve 
some thought, because at what point does it become 
a large enough vessel that it should be brought in duty 
free? Whereas anybody bringing in, let us say, a 30-
foot Tiara craft is paying full freight on it. So, you 
know, those are the kinds of issues I think that need to 
be sorted through, and I do not have the answers right 
now. 
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 But I hear what the Honourable Member is 
saying. I know the Honourable Member speaks for 
tourism and is sympathetic to that argument. The Min-
ister of Finance, obviously, will need to have some 
thought about it as well, because there is a revenue 
issue there. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any other Members who 
would like to speak to clauses 6(2) and 6(3)? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 35. The Honourable Dennis T. Lister, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Just for the sake of clarity, Minister, the Mem-
ber and I are having a conversation. The law as it 
stands now only applies to local residents, to Is-
landers, as the line is scratched out here in clause 
6(3)(b). 
 
The Chairman: Clause 6(3)(b). 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: It says “islander,” so it means 
a resident, an islander. I own a super yacht overseas. 
I do not bring it in here because I do not want to pay 
duty on it. But I can bring it in here for three months 
and take it out, and I do not have to pay any duty. 
Correct? So it is not for the visitor coming here; it is 
just for islanders. This only applies to islanders. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: But I am saying, as it is now, it 
only applies to islanders. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, I think there is a 
little bit of confusion, because we are actually taking 
out this provision referring specifically to islanders, 
because we do not need it. Okay? The current CPC 
code . . . it does not matter whether you are an is-
lander or not, you can go to Customs and get an ex-
emption for three months or, at the discretion of the 
Collector of Customs, a longer period. He does not 
care whether you are an islander or not. I think that is 
pretty much the issue. Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Does that 
help? 
 

The Chairman: Are there any other further questions 
pertaining to clause 6(2) to clause 6(3)? 
 Are there any objections to the revisions that 
have been presented for clauses 6(2) to 6(3)? No? 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
[Amendments to clause 6(2) and 6(3) passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thanks, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I guess that brings us up to clause 6(4). 
 
The Chairman: Correct. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: (And let us see.) I 
think I have gone through the explanation, so I will just 
do the amendment. 
 I would like to amend clause 6(4) by deleting 
the words from “shall be read as if” to the end of that 
subsection, and substitute (and I quote): 
 “shall apply as follows— 
 “(a) condition 2 under the heading ‘Temporary 

Importation Conditions/Restrictions’ (certifi-
cation of goods by CEO of Bermuda Tour-
ism Authority) shall not apply; and 

 “(b) CPC 5022 shall be read as if under the 
heading ‘Specific Controls/Diversion’ there 
were included the words ‘The goods must 
be exported by the end of the event period 
(as defined in the America’s Cup Act 
2015).’” 

  
 So, the first one is essentially an efficiency 
issue. Normally, as Honourable Members may know, 
if you have got a sporting event and it is sponsored by 
the Ministry of Tourism, the CEO of the Tourism Au-
thority can basically bless the goods (maybe it is golf 
clubs for a Pro Am or something of that sort) allowing 
them the broadened duty-free. Because we are going 
to have a lot of volume here with these things coming 
in, it was felt that it would be easier if the CEO simply 
delegated that authority to Customs directly. The CEO 
of the BTA was quite happy to do that, because oth-
erwise he is going to be a very busy individual. And 
Customs was quite happy because, basically, it cuts 
down another step in the process. 
 So they will create, probably, codes for the 
America’s Cup things specifically so they can look into 
these things, whether they are boats or vessels or 
things of that sort. 
 And then, I think this other one is basically . . . 
Normally there is a period of, I think it is three months 
or whatever. But in this particular case, they are reset-
ting the period as to the end of the event period. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



772 13 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections, first of all, to 
the revisions made to clause 6(4)? 
 There are no objections to the revisions made 
to clause 6(4). Are there any Members who would like 
to speak to clause 6(4)? 
 There are no Members who would like to 
speak to clause 6(4). Minister, please proceed. 
 
[Amendment to clause 6(4) passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. I am now 
up to inserting a new clause 6(6) after clause 6(5). So 
at the end of clause 6(5), I want to insert: 

“(6) Duty shall not be payable under the Cus-
toms Tariff Act 1970 in respect of any building materi-
als, furnishings, fixtures and equipment necessary for 
capital development projects at the Royal Naval 
Dockyard which have been approved by the Minister 
for the purposes of preparation for the 35th America’s 
Cup.” 
 What this is again simply saying is we do not 
want to be paying Peter and Paul internally, because 
the ACBDA, under our commitments to the ACEA, 
needs to do certain things like clearing off a dock, set-
ting up certain structures and things of that sort. It 
does not make sense for us to put additional money 
into the ACBDA budget to simply pay customs duty on 
the end of it. So this is simply exempting stuff that the 
ACBDA is going to facilitate or essentially be involved 
in infrastructure development, having to pay customs 
duty on. That is all that does. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections, first of all, for the 
revision made to clause 6(6)? 
 There are no objections to clause 6(6), the 
revision. 
 
[Amendment to clause 6(6) passed] 
 
The Chairman: Now, are there any Members who 
would like to speak to clause 6(5) and 6(6)? 
 There are no Members who would like to 
speak to clause 6(5) or 6(6). 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I have another 
amendment, and it kind of falls in the middle here. I 
am actually inserting a new clause 6A after clause 6. 
So, after clause 6, I would like to insert the following 
new clause, entitled “Development and planning.” It is 
listed as 6A: 
 “No fees shall be payable under Heads 10, 11 
or 21 of the Government Fees Regulations 1976 
(Building Act 1988, Building Authority Act 1962 and 
Development and Planning Act 1974) in respect of 
applications submitted to the Department of Planning 
by ACBDA for capital development projects at the 
Royal Naval Dockyard which have been approved by 

the Minister for the purposes of preparation for the 
35th America’s Cup.” 
 Very similar to what we last did, this one is 
simply planning fees as opposed to customs duty. So, 
it does not make sense for the ACBDA to have to pay 
a planning fee for a planning application. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections, first of all, for the 
insertion of clause 6A? 
 There are no objections to the insertion. 
 
[New clause 6A passed] 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to clause 6A? 
 There are no Members who would like to 
speak to clause 6A.  
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 Clause 7. 
 
The Chairman: Oh, hold on a moment, please. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: So, while we have them up separate-
ly, we have approved them separately, I will now go 
back and ask, for clarity, are there any objections to 
any of the revisions to clause 6 of the America’s Cup 
Act 2015, the amendments? 
 There are no objections to the amendments to 
clause 6, and approved as amended. Thank you. 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
[Clause 6, as amended, passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Clause 7, this clause exempts the ACEA and 
the regatta officials from the requirement to make 
payments (including taxes and fees) which would oth-
erwise be required in relation to any of their relevant 
employees, as defined in [clause 7](2) under the Pay-
roll Tax Act 1995, the National Pension Scheme (Oc-
cupational Pensions) Act 1998, the Health Insurance 
Act 1970, and Head 6 paragraph (5) of the Govern-
ment Fees Regulations 1976 (work permit fees). 
 [Clause 7](4) contains a condition in relation 
to the health insurance exemption. The granting of 
this exemption, the employer, which means the ACEA 
or teams here, must ensure the employees obtain and 
maintain adequate health care and medical insurance 
from a private sector insurer to cover any medical ex-
penses incurred during their time in Bermuda. 
 So, together, ACEA and the Oracle racing 
team could have more than 100 employees, with their 
families, moving to Bermuda for the events. These 
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persons will be contributing to the broader economy 
through schools, restaurants, retail, professional ser-
vices, et cetera. 
 [Clause 7](5) exempts ACEA and regatta offi-
cials from paying the employer’s share of payroll tax, 
which would otherwise be payable in relation to any of 
their employees falling within the definition of Bermu-
dian labour. 
 
The Chairman: Would you like to go a little further, 
since there are no revisions to clauses 7, 8 or 9? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I would be delighted. 
Okay? 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: So, clause 8 pro-
vides that if an occasional liquor licences— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Chairman: You will be able to speak to it. We are 
going to do them in a group, clauses 7, 8 and 9, be-
cause there are no changes to them. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
  
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 Clause 8 provides that if an occasional liquor 
licence is for a closed off area of Front Street in Ham-
ilton for a Bermuda event, alcohol sales would be 
permitted in that area, provided there is no public ac-
cess for motor vehicles to that area. In addition, sec-
tion 10 of the Summary Offences Act is waived, and 
that is the offence of drinking in a public street. 
 And [clause 8](4) waives the Prohibited Res-
taurants Act 1997 if it would otherwise apply to activi-
ties of a designated commercial partner of the ACEA 
during and in the vicinity of a Bermuda event. These 
provisions will allow Front Street to be fully trans-
formed into an event village for the World Series event 
in 2015 and for specific hospitality events during the 
finals in 2017. 
 Shall I keep going, clause 9? 
 
The Chairman: Clause 9. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Clause 9 exempts 
from registration under the Medical Practitioners Act 
1950, the Nursing Act 1997 or the Allied Health Pro-
fessions Act 1973, as the case may be, certain health 
practitioners employed by the ACEA, the teams or the 
regatta officials in providing health service to those 
persons only. 
 It is common for participants in races of this 
calibre to have their own personal medical personnel 

available during training and races. This provision ex-
empts those persons from being registered in Bermu-
da, since they will be on-Island for a very specific pur-
pose and dealing only with the teams and that sort of 
thing. 

Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clauses 7 through 9? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Madam Chairman, I want to go back to 
[clause] 7 first. I just want to be clear that no payroll 
tax will be paid by the ACEA, the employer portion. 
Will they be paying the employee portion? That is the 
first question. Or any other expenses, social insur-
ance, whatever it is. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No. They are exempt 
under this. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All right. I just want to be 
clear on that. So, as far as clause 7(4), where it talks 
about, “The exemption in subsection (3)(c) is, in the 
case of each relevant employee, subject to the em-
ployer ensuring that the employee obtains and main-
tains adequate health . . . ,” are you saying that the 
employee will have to pay 100 per cent of their health 
care? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: There is essentially 
a distinction here, as relevant employee means 
someone who has not been a resident of Bermuda at 
any time in the three years preceding the 10th of No-
vember. So that is the group that is being exempted 
here, basically.  
 We are looking at people—sailors, mechan-
ics, special expertise—coming in with this group. They 
are the ones who do not have to get health insurance, 
because they probably already have it somewhere 
else, basically. So, we are basically exempting them 
from that. But they need to be able to demonstrate 
that they have that kind of coverage, because we do 
not want a whole bunch of people ending up in a hos-
pital here without coverage. So that is the point. They 
do not have to have it here; they can get it from 
somewhere else. 
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The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 7 through 9? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, relevant employee is 
defined in here somewhere? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. It is [clause] 
7(2). 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Clause 7 . . .  
 
The Chairman: On page 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Clause 7(2). Okay. All right. 
Okay. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All right. Thank you. 
 Okay. [Clause] 8. Minister. Let us go through 
this together. “If an occasional licence is granted un-
der the Liquor Licence Act 1974 for a Bermuda Event 
which is to be held in a closed off area of Front Street 
in Hamilton . . .” Minister. Why can we not just say, If 
an occasional licence is granted under Liquor Licence 
Act 1974 for a Bermuda Event which is to be held in a 
closed off area—blank stop—it shall not be unlawful 
for the holder of the occasional licence to sell intoxi-
cating liquor to the public during and at the Event, 
provided that there is no public access for motor vehi-
cles to that area, comma, during the event? 
 Why do we have to name Front Street? If it is 
a designated area, let them decide and they can do 
whatever they want. It is open. I guess that is the point 
I am asking right now, before. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thanks. 
 I have already explained. This is essentially a 
guarantee effectively to the ACEA that we will do this 
for this Front Street area. They need to have that 
comfort that we will do this. 
 If the Government decides that it wants to 
open up other areas, that is certainly for the Govern-
ment to decide. So there is nothing here which says 
you cannot do it somewhere else, but the Government 
would have to decide that. So if North Hamilton or 
somebody else wanted to close off an area, they 
could certainly do that as well. 
 But as I said, this piece of legislation is essen-
tially providing a comfort that we are following through 
on our commitments, because the World Series is 
going to be held on Front Street during a certain peri-

od. They will be able to close it off, have the team ba-
ses down there and effectively have these kinds of 
entertainment options. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I hear what the Minister is 
saying. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What are you saying?  

Well, I do not know what . . . Let me talk to the 
Chair. 
 
The Chairman: That is very good. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you. 
 I hear what the Minister is saying. And if that 
is what you are saying that they actually want, this is 
what you are saying that they have said, then I have 
no problem with it. All right? If that is what they are 
definitely saying. 
 However, okay . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Chairman, I hear a 
few people saying a few words like they were in 
church. I just want to make sure that they realise they 
are not in church. 
 If it shall not be so, where do you have the 
right, Minister, during this event, to allow this to hap-
pen in any other area? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, because if not, “it shall 
not be unlawful for the holder of the occasional licence 
to sell . . .” So is there something in some other Act 
that allows the Minister to allow occasional licence to 
sell intoxicating liquor anywhere in any other Act? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I believe there is. 
And I think the Government can make a decision to do 
that. As I said, what I am trying to say here is that this 
is what . . . The Government did not say, You will do 
this on Front Street. When we were going through the 
whole bid period what happened was, they said, We 
want to look at the sites that you will be able to make 
available for us. Originally, it was going to be possibly 
Morgan’s Point. They decided they wanted Dockyard, 
for a whole number of reasons. 
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They wanted to be able to do the World Se-
ries on Front Street. They said, We need you to be 
able to essentially provide for us that we can close it 
off, put the team bases down there. We are going to 
have to make arrangements with Stevedoring Ser-
vices for part of this, to be able to hold this event 
there. 

I think the Honourable Member . . . it may 
have been you, Madam Chairman, who talked about 
Portsmouth. They are doing one World Series event. 
They are looking for $160 million of economic benefit 
coming in. So these are important for everybody. 

But there is nothing to say . . . this is not trying 
to be exclusive. This is simply saying, If you want us 
to hold these things in Bermuda, here is what we need 
essentially as a minimum. Okay? 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And it is— 

The Chairman: Ah! 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sorry. 

[Pause] 

The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 6. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And it is clear what you are 
saying. I just want to make sure that some Minister 
has the right to be able to do an area just like this, 
Front Street, if it can arise in any Act. That is what I 
am making sure. And all I am saying is, if an occa-
sional licence granted . . . And it is a little different 
what I was going to make the amendment now. But 
for a Bermuda event, which is to be held in a closed-
off area, which you could say includes Front Street, 
right? I am just saying . . . and I am assuming you 
have got the answer there. If that is the case, I will sit 
down. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Minister? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. The simple an-
swer is, Liquor [Licensing] Authority can do that. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any other Members who would like 

to speak to clauses 7 through 9? 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 21, Shadow Minister of Home [sic] Affairs. 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong, you have the floor. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Shadow Minister for Human 
Affairs, not [Home Affairs]. 

The Chairman: Human Affairs. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. I just want to follow 
up on this line of questioning here. 

The Chairman: So you are going to follow-up on a 
question—
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Emanating from the clause 
that we have just been considering. 

The Chairman: And that clause is clause 8(1), clause 
8. 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 

The Minister indicated that the selection by 
the America’s Cup Event Authority was predicated 
upon the fact that the World Series event requires, in 
their view, them being able to close off that section of 
Front Street that has been designated, I guess, or 
identified. 

Is the World Series event going to be held in 
Hamilton Harbour? Where will the actual racing take 
place? Upon which body of water? 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Minister? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thanks, Madam 
Chairman. 

They originally said it would be Hamilton Har-
bour. I do not think they have made a final decision. 
But they are also now leaning towards the Great 
Sound, as well. I think it will depend a little bit on the 
conditions. These things travel at three times the wind 
speed. So if you have a 20-knot wind and these things 
are going at 60 miles an hour, Hamilton Harbour may 
be a little bit tight, if I can put it that way. 

I think the other thing I need to point out here 
is that clause 8 actually says, “If an occasional [liquor] 
licence is granted under the Liquor Licence Act . . .” 
So it is not, Government has the ability to be able to 
do that. It is the Liquor [Licensing] Authority that has 
the ability to be able to do that. So it does not say it 
will. It says, If it is granted, then these things follow. 
Thanks. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any other Members who would like 

to speak to clauses 7 through 9? 
There are no other Members who would like 

to speak to clauses 7 through 9. 
Minister. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thanks. 
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 Just one more thing. The boats will actually be 
down on Front Street. There are going to be floating 
docks along the front of the docks down here. I think 
down that end is number 1 or 2. So they will actually 
be there on Front Street in the harbour. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to clauses 7 through 
9, as printed? 
 There are no objections.  
 Minister, please proceed. 
[Clauses 7 through 9 passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
  
[Pause] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. So we are up 
to 10, I think, are we? 
 Clause 10(1) permits the ACEA and its desig-
nated commercial partners to import and licence for 
use on the road, without paying any licence duty or 
fee which would otherwise be payable under the Mo-
tor Car Act 1951, a total of 12 private motor cars, up 
to Class H size for use by their employees while in 
Bermuda. 
 Why don’t I keep going? Because I have got 
an amendment for clause 10(1)(a). 
 In order to accommodate a potential motor 
vehicle sponsor for the events, 80 motor vehicles up 
to limousine size may be imported. This is subject to 
conditions in clause 10(2), including the condition that 
no fees to be charged in respect of the use of the ve-
hicles and that the vehicles are driven only by a per-
son falling within the definition of “Bermudian labour.” 
The provision creates employment opportunities for 
drivers with public service vehicle driver’s licence. 
 Clause 10(3) allows the importation of addi-
tional motor vehicles for promotional purposes, pro-
vided that they are not driven on public roads. It is not 
uncommon for sponsors to showcase their current 
and/or high-end models at such events. 
 Clause 10(4) permits the ACEA and each 
team to import and license for use on the road a max-
imum of five trucks and trailers as described subject to 
conditions in [clause 10](5). All vehicles are required 
to be within the statutory specifications and would 
leave Bermuda at the end of the Bermuda events. 
 Do you want me to stop there? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Shall I do my 
amendment now, as well? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, you do need to do the amend-
ment. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 10 
 
The Chairman: Okay. Right. Okay.  
 The amendment is to clause 10(1). So, in 
clause 10(1), I would like to delete paragraph (a) and 
substitute “(a) a maximum of 12 motor vehicles (in 
total) which fall within paragraph J of Schedule 1 to 
the Motor Car Act 1951 (not exceeding 175 inches in 
length and 71 inches in width, and engine capacity not 
exceeding 2,500 c.c.); . . .” 
 
The Chairman: And that replaces—? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: And that replaces 
[clause 10(1)](a). 
 
The Chairman: “[A] maximum of 12 motor vehicles (in 
total),” the overall length and width of which does not 
. . . 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Okay. Do you 
want me to explain why? Would you like me to explain 
why? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, please. Then we can ask for any 
objections. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The amendment 
changes the size for the 12 private motor cars to re-
flect the statutory specifications for motor cars, the 
maximum being Class H. We had Class G in there 
before. So we are simply giving them the maximum 
size. It also clarifies the maximum engine capacities 
for these cars. The change would bring the vehicles in 
line with the maximum size of private motor cars al-
ready available on the Island. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to the revi-
sion that has been proposed to clause 10(1)(a)? 
 There are no objections to the revision. 
 
[Amendment to clause 10(1)(a) passed] 
 
The Chairman: Would anyone like to speak to clause 
10? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 My question with regard to clause 10 may 
overlap in other areas as well, and maybe I have 
missed something. And if I have, I apologise and 
maybe the Minister can clarify. 
 It has to do, in an overall context, on liabilities, 
particularly with motor vehicles. I would assume that 
the America’s Cup proper organisers would have pub-
lic liabilities in place. But with regard to motor vehi-
cles, whether they are not supposed to be on the pub-
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lic roads, and including those that can be on the public 
roads, there could be liability exposure to the driver 
and, of course, there should be some insurance pro-
tection in place. 
 I see nowhere in the Bill anything with regard 
to insurance coverage. Now, I do not know. I could be 
wrong and I may have misread. But I think that is a 
critical component that should be considered and in-
cluded in this Bill, because the liabilities and the liabil-
ity potential exposures could be extremely significant, 
to say the least. Public liability, that is kind of inexpen-
sive, comparatively speaking. But for personal injury 
and damage, you are talking about insurance cover-
age. 
 Now, I do not know if the Transport Depart-
ment, in conjunction with the America’s Cup, would 
allow endorsements if the cars that are coming in al-
ready are insured by an overseas insurer. And if that 
is the case, we may not have a big problem. Other-
wise, there should be something that stipulates criteria 
that must be met for liability protection under the Mo-
tor Car Act. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I am looking just for clarifica-
tion or confirmation. 
 
The Chairman: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. I appreciate the question. 
 The answer is the Bill is only dealing with the 
issue of licensing and registration. All these vehicles 
will have to have insurance. Okay? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Exactly.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: It will be local insurance. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. They need to 
be able to . . .  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 31, the Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell, 
Minister of Tourism and Transport. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
 All of these vehicles will have to comply with 
normal licensing and insurance restrictions and poli-
cies that we currently have. So if you look at the re-
vised [10](1)(a), these 12 vehicles will be for personal 

use of the executives who relocate here. They will be 
using it on a regular basis. They will have to get driv-
er’s licences like everyone else. They will have to go 
through the normal process like anyone else who has 
to procure a driver’s licence. And they will have to 
have the vehicles insured as well. So it is going to be 
the same process. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I thank the Minister for that 
answer, which begs the question, Will there be a ten-
der that goes out for insurance companies to bid on 
the business? Or is there going to be a sole source as 
far as an insurer being selected to cover all of these 
vehicles? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. My understand-
ing is they have been looking at other issues like 
health insurance as well. They have been out to all of 
the insurers on that. So I am assuming they will do the 
same thing on this.  
 They want the best price. They may be well 
backed and funded, but they are looking for the best 
deal they can get. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Madam Chairman, clause 10(1)(b) provides 
for the importation of 80 motor vehicles in total. 
Clause 10(2)(d) designates that those vehicles can 
only be driven by Bermudian labour who have a valid 
Bermuda driver’s licence. 
 However, when we get down to [clause 10](4), 
it says the “ACEA and each Team may, without pay-
ing any licence duty or fee which would otherwise be 
payable under the Motor Car Act 1951, import and 
licence for use on public roads during the event peri-
od, a maximum of five light, intermediate or heavy 
trucks with trailers or boat trailers (as defined in the 
Motor Car Act 1951).” 
 However, I see no provision here for those 
vehicles to be operated by Bermudian operators as 
we found being a requirement in [clause 10(2)](d) with 
respect to the 80 vehicles that will be brought into the 
Island. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
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 The Chair recognises the Minister of 
Transport, from constituency 31. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. 
 They will be required to have a proper licence 
in relation to the level of vehicles. If it is intermediate, 
they would have to have an intermediate licence. If it 
is a heavy truck, they will have to have a heavy truck 
licence. So, more than likely, it would be a Bermudian 
driver. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I appreciate the Member 
attempting to answer that. What explains what I would 
consider the lacuna here with respect to this part of 
the legislation as opposed to it being spelled out spe-
cifically in [clause 10(2)](d) that those 80 cars shall be 
driven by Bermudian labour? Why is that not the case 
with the light, intermediate and heavy trucks? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, certainly. 
 I think the other part of the explanation is, the 
80 vehicles are simply for ferrying people around. If 
you have been in New York during the US Open, you 
will see a whole bunch of kind of sport utility vehicles 
with “US Open” written on the side. All they are doing 
is ferrying people around, VIPs and others. And they 
are showing off the vehicle. 
 In the case here, we are talking about opera-
tional things where you are moving boats and you are 
doing a lot of other stuff. So you want somebody, par-
ticularly if you are moving one of these large vessels, 
who knows exactly what they are doing. So we cannot 
say it has got to be absolutely Bermudian because 
they may not be able to find somebody who is capable 
(I know that sounds terrible) of moving a 100-foot wing 
foil or whatever. 
 So, you know, it is a little more complicated 
here. This is actually kind of industrial, operational 
stuff. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: So, having said that, there 
does not appear to be any provision here for these 
vehicles to be operated by a foreign or overseas— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: As long as they have 
a licence under the driver’s licence rules, they can 
drive it. They have got to have a licence, obviously. 
We do not want anybody coming in from abroad say-

ing, I’ve driven in San Francisco, and I should be able 
to drive this in Bermuda. They have got to be able to 
go down to TCD [Transport Control Department] and 
get a licence. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I appreciate the Member’s 
response. Then are we saying that . . . have we al-
ready ruled out that there may be Bermudians from 
one of the major trucking companies from having an 
opportunity to— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No. Have not ruled 
that out. 
 
The Chairman: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: We simply do not 
want to say, Absolutely, you have to use Bermudian 
labour here. I mean, there are Bermudians who are 
running big rigs around and they are probably pretty 
capable. But on the other hand, you know, you have 
got people here who have got very expensive boats. 
And I think you can understand that. They want to be 
able to make sure whoever is driving it . . . It is not to 
say a Bermudian could not do that, and they may hire 
a Bermudian to do it. It is just we do not want to ex-
clude non-Bermudians from doing this. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 10? Thank you. 
 Is everyone in agreement with the amend-
ments made to clause 10? 
 There are no objections to the amendments 
made to clause 10. Minister, please proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. 
 I am in your hands, Madam Chairman. 
 
[Clause 10 passed as amended] 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 11 through 17. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Clauses 11 through 
17, okay, very good. 
 Clause 11 exempts the ACEA, the teams and 
their designated commercial partners and the regatta 
officials from port dues, boat registration and mooring 
fees under the specified legislation. To accommodate 
the requirements of on-water personnel during races, 
a number of boats will be imported to Bermuda. The 
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first preference will be the utilised boats already regis-
tered in Bermuda. However, there are not enough of 
the type and size required for race marshals, mark 
boats and stake boats. This provision is extended to 
boats that will be used for the events. 
 Clause 12 allows the Minister with responsibil-
ity for Marine and Port Services, on the advice of the 
Warden of Pilots, to issue a certificate exempting from 
section 48(1) of the Marine Board Act 1962 (that is, a 
requirement for branch pilot) ships chartered or plying 
for hire or reward for the purpose of any of the Ber-
muda events during the period beginning one month 
before the event and ending one month after that 
event. 
 It is anticipated that up to 80 mega yachts will 
come to Bermuda for the events. This provision will 
allow for the captains of those boats to bring the boats 
into Bermuda without a branch pilot. Such captains 
are highly skilled and quite capable of manoeuvring 
their vessels. It also assists the Department of Marine 
and Port Service, which will not have adequate re-
sources to provide a branch pilot for every vessel, es-
pecially during peak tourist season when they have to 
accommodate the cruise ships attending the Island. 
(Let us see.) 
 We are now going into Part 3, which talks 
about concession orders. Just a little bit of explana-
tion. Essentially, the concession order sets out a pro-
cedure by which the ACEA or team can apply to the 
Economic Development Minister for the America’s 
Cup concession order granting a concession or ex-
emption from legislative requirements which would 
otherwise apply. This is similar to the procedures set 
out in the Hotels Concession Act 2000. Since Bermu-
da has never hosted an event of this magnitude, it is 
difficult to anticipate in advance all of the issues that 
may need to be addressed. Therefore, this part of the 
Bill not only provides for eventualities and unforeseen 
circumstances, but also for the Minister to grant con-
cessions that will stimulate activity for the maximum 
benefit to Bermuda’s economy. 
 Any concessions granted in this part will be 
subject to the negative resolution procedure. 
 So, clause 13 permits the ACEA or team to 
apply to the Minister for an America’s Cup concession 
order granting tax concessions or other concessions 
and exemptions in relation to Bermuda events to 
ACEA and its designated commercial partners, a team 
and its designated commercial partners and the regat-
ta officials, as specified in the application. 
 Clause 14. This requires the Minister to con-
sider a concession application in consultation with the 
Economic Development Committee of Cabinet and 
any Minister whose portfolio responsibilities may be 
affected. The Minister must consider whether the con-
cession or exemption is necessary and in the best 
interest of Bermuda, taking into account all relevant 
circumstances, including the factors listed in [clause 
14](2). 

 Clause 14(4) stipulates that an America’s Cup 
concession order may not make any modifications of 
the law relating to national security or health and safe-
ty. 
 Clause 14(5) provides that an America’s Cup 
concession order may be made subject to terms and 
conditions as specified by the Minister.  
 Clause 14(6) states that the Minister may not 
give any reason for not making an America’s Cup 
concession order or for attaching any terms and con-
ditions. 
 Clause 14(7) states that the Minister’s deci-
sion is final and not subject to appeal. 
 Clause 15 provides the ACEA or a team to 
apply to the Minister for an amendment to an Ameri-
ca’s Cup concession order. 
 Clause 16 sets out the Minister’s power to 
amend or revoke an America’s Cup concession order 
in certain specified circumstances.  
 Clause 17 applies sections 6 to 9 of the Ho-
tels Concession Act 2000, relief from customs duty, 
payment of duty on diversion, offences and penalties 
to America’s Cup concession orders. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to clauses 11 through 17? 
  
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Shall I continue? 
 
The Chairman: Is everyone in agreement with claus-
es 11 through 17? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: There is no objection. 
 
[Clauses 11 through 17 passed.] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Shall I go to [clause] 
22? 
 
[INAUDIBLE- Chairman’s microphone not on 23:39:0] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Clause 18; it is a 
small one. 
 
[INAUDIBLE- Chairman’s microphone not on] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Okay. All right. 
 I will do clauses 18 through 22, and then I will 
come back and do the amendment to 18. Very good. 
 The next part of the Bill contains brand protec-
tion for the America’s Cup and provides for the mak-
ing of restricted marketing or regulated street trading 
and advertising in certain areas, with a view to pre-
venting ambush marketing and the unlicensed use of 
the America’s Cup trademarks or brands. 
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 I will just say as an aside, they are very sensi-
tive about this. Some of you may have seen it, but 
during the 2013 America’s Cup, they had ambush 
marketing in San Francisco Harbor, where a plane 
came in very low with a banner out the back trying to 
advertise something and almost took out a helicopter. 
So, they are concerned about the possibility, and I 
think we tried to assure them that is unlikely to happen 
here. 
 Anyway, so— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Well, I do not know. 
You never know. 
 Clause 18 prohibits unauthorised representa-
tion of an association between the 35th America’s Cup 
and goods or services.  
 Clause 18(3)(a) introduces Schedules 1 and 
2, which, respectively, list protected America’s Cup 
words and the America’s Cup emblems. Actually, we 
are going to insert Schedule 2, so I am getting a little 
ahead of myself there. 
 Clause 19 contains exemptions to clause 18, 
in particular if a person has the written authorisation of 
the ASCEA.  
 Clause 20 empowers the Minister, on the ap-
plication of the ACEA, to make a restricted marketing 
order. 
 Clause 21 provides that a restricted marketing 
order may prohibit or limit the extent to which a person 
may engage in authorised street trading and advertis-
ing without the written authorisation of the ACEA. 
 Clause 22 provides for offences and penalties 
in relation to clauses 18 to 22. 
 I will now do the amendment, which is a sim-
ple one. Okay? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. There are two. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. I thought I 
only had one. 
 
The Chairman: You are adding to—? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Oh, am I? Okay. 
 
The Chairman: Clause 18(3)(b). 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Yes. 
 I am actually deleting clause 18(5). 
 
The Chairman: But before we do that— 
 

AMENDMENTS TO CLAUSE 18 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I beg your pardon. 
You are right, Madam Chairman. Let me start with 
clause 18(3). I am getting ahead of myself here. 

 So, I would like to make an amendment to 
clause 18(3)(b). So in clause 18(3), at the end of the 
paragraph (b), I would like to insert “, as set out in 
Schedule 2.” And what this does, it simply mentions 
the America’s Cup emblem can be found in Sched-
ule 2. 
 The second amendment for clause 18 is de-
leting clause 18(5). This clause is now redundant, 
since the emblem [language] has now been inserted 
into Schedule 2. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to the amendments 
to clause 18(3)(b)—and that is adding in “, as set out 
in Schedule 2”—and removing the clause 18(5)? Are 
there any objections? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I do not have any objections, 
per se, Madam Chairman. But as we are aware, there 
will be people trying to do something to try to adver-
tise at the America’s Cup. And so, I see the words 
here in clause 18(3), the America’s Cup, and the em-
blem on Schedule 2. Why is that Cup of America? Is 
that a brand trademark? 
 I guess what I am saying is, because, you 
know, people will be getting around, trying to get 
around A Cup, letter A Cup. And so I am just trying to 
figure out where . . . Because Bermudians are going 
to try to get around something. I am just trying to find 
out, are they at disadvantages by saying A Cup or 
United States Cup? You know, that is what I am say-
ing. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. I think in 
Schedule 1, you can see what it is that the America’s 
Cup words are. It’s America’s Cup and any expression 
using these words: ACEA, ACRM, ACWS, AC35, 
AC45, AC62. But I think, generally, you know, whether 
it is the Olympics or World Cup, I know people are 
going to try and get around stuff. But obviously, what 
we are trying to do is provide them some assurance 
here that we take copyright and branding seriously. 
 You cannot come in here and try and sell 
Rolex, for example, and advertise Rolex if it is not 
sanctioned by Rolex specifically. So the same kind of 
thing applies. If you try and do a knockoff, then you 
will be breaking existing Bermuda law anyway. But 
this is just to provide some very specific protection 
here to these phrases and the emblems. Okay? 
 If you want to use this stuff, then you can cer-
tainly apply to them for a licence to be able to do so. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
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 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 35, the Honourable Dennis T. Lister. You 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Minister, I sort of seek your indulgence for 
what I am about to ask. In reference to the emblems 
and the protections that are here, it is the assumption 
that there are going to be items that are for sale and 
promotions and all of those things. Are any of those 
items that will be brought in by the America’s Cup 
people or their commercial partners themselves? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The answer is prob-
ably yes, the same way, I guess, with some of the golf 
tournaments here and things of that sort.  
 Let me put it to you this way. I think we are 
already aware of a number of people who have gone, 
written to the ACEA saying, We’d like to do T-shirts 
and we’d like to do mugs or things of that sort. So 
when they get here, we will probably sort that out. 
 I will say that they will probably have a large 
clothing sponsor, which I do not know if it has been 
named yet or not, with upper-end branded merchan-
dise, you know, like LS  does, US Open, shirts, things 
of that sort. I am not sure what the arrangements are 
there, but that is probably a fairly significant sponsor-
ship for them, so I am sure there will be that. 
 Whether we can have kind of a Bermuda T-
shirt from—I do not know—or some folk who are en-
trepreneurs here, 27th Century [Boutique] or whatever, 
they can certainly apply. I suspect there is going to be 
a certain amount of leeway here, but I think we will 
have to see how it goes. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises— 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Just a follow-up question, 
Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 35. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Good. And I am glad you an-
swered that, Minister. 
 My question leads to this, though. Earlier in 
the amendments, we were talking to the concessions 
and the exemptions. There are items that were being 
brought in by the America’s Cup people and their 
commercial partners. Just one clarification to make 
sure that any items that they will be selling, goods for 
sale, are not falling under exemptions and conces-
sions. 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The answer is no. 
They would be paying customs duty because they are 
going to be staying in Bermuda. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Good. Good. That is all I am 
clarifying. I just wanted to clarify. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mad-
am Chairman. 
 I am glad for the clarification from the Minister, 
because in a conversation with the Member from con-
stituency 1, MP Bascome, he was under the impres-
sion you could just use the name. And he said, Well, 
we in St. George’s will obviously go through the pro-
cesses, but it’s just about using the name. So now I 
hope that he is clear. Because there is the intellectual 
property and the branding, which is exclusive to the 
America’s Cup. And the process that needs to happen 
is the application through the proper protocols so that 
you can be given an opportunity. 
 I think the Member from St. George’s was so 
bent on focusing on just one area of my general de-
bate when I mentioned St. George’s, which he is very 
sensitive to. But my whole general debate was around 
the inclusivity and broadening the scope of opportuni-
ty for particularly those who are otherwise disadvan-
taged, such as the three black sailing clubs that we 
were looking to have in the front or top of mind of the 
mind of the America’s Cup folks so that the opportuni-
ty could be exploited to the benefit of those pro-
grammes that they wanted to have at those minority 
clubs. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 18 through 22? 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 18 through 22? 
 Are there any objections to the revisions that 
have been made to clause 18(3)(b) and clause 
18(3)(5)? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I do not have any objections, 
but I want to speak to clause 21, restricted street trad-
ing and advertising. 
 I think you heard from our Leader, the Hon-
ourable Marc Bean, in regard to telling someone up at 
Woody’s that he cannot sell something. I am just try-
ing to figure out how far these restrictions . . . And the 
restrictions are being put on . . . The Minister may 
make a restricted marketing order. I am just saying 
that I hope the Minister uses wisdom on that particular 
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one when it comes to restricting particular streets and 
certain things like that. Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: I am not quite clear of the question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
 The Chairman: Okay. Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to clauses 18 
through 22, with the agreed amendments? 
 There are no objections to the amendments or 
clauses 18 through 22. 
 We will proceed. Minister, please proceed. 
 
[Clauses 18 through 22 passed as amended] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. Sorry. I am 
starting to micen a little bit at this point. Okay. 
 
The Chairman: You are doing well.  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Clause 23. It almost 
does not make any sense for me to go through an 
explanation of it, because we are going to delete it 
entirely. So why do I not go to clause 24, and then I 
will come back and make the amendment to clause 23 
and then explain what we are doing there? Is that all 
right? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: So, clause 24 pro-
vides for the negative resolution procedure applies to 
orders made by the Minister. 
 Clause 25 is a standard provision dealing with 
offences by corporations. 
 Clause 26 provides for commencement and 
provides that any concessions and exemptions will 
cease to have effect at the end of the event period. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 23 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Now, I will come 
back to clause 23. And as I said, Madam Chairman, I 
would like to delete clause 23 in its entirety and sub-
stitute the following: 
 It is entitled: “Provisions relating to the 
ACBDA” 

“23(1) The Government shall indemnify a pre-
sent or former director or officer of ACBDA, and his 
legal representatives, against any costs, charges or 
expenses, including any amount paid to settle an ac-
tion or satisfy a judgment, that are reasonably in-
curred by him in respect of any civil or administrative 
action or proceeding to which he is a party by reason 
of being or having been such a director or officer if 
he— 

“(a) acted honestly and in good faith with 
a view to the best interests of 
ACBDA; and 

“(b) in the case of . . .” and I am going to 
delete “of a criminal or.” I am going to 
say “in the case of an administrative 
action or proceeding that is enforced 
by a monetary penalty, believed on 
reasonable grounds that his conduct 
was lawful. 

“(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Gov-
ernment shall indemnity a present or former director 
or officer of ACBDA, and his legal representatives, 
against any costs, charges or expenses incurred by 
him in connection with the defence of any civil” [I am 
going to get rid of the word “criminal” I have got there] 
“or administrative action or proceeding to which he 
was made a party by reason of being or having been 
such a director or officer, if he 

“(a) was substantially successful in the 
merits of the action or proceeding; 
and 

“(b) fulfils the conditions set out in para-
graphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1). 

 “(3) Any amount payable in respect of indem-
nification under this section may be paid out of the 
Consolidated Fund. 
 “(4) Section 88 of the Companies Act 1981 
(power to waive laying of accounts and appointment 
of auditor), shall not apply to the ACBDA. 
 “(5) This section shall be deemed to have 
come into effect on 24 December 2014.” 
  
We have changed the definition of the ACBDA in the 
beginning because it is set up as a registered compa-
ny. Now what we are doing is we are indemnifying the 
directors and officers against, effectively, liability. I 
have very carefully taken out the word “criminal” be-
cause I think it has been pointed out to us that “crimi-
nal” probably is not the best thing to have in here. It is 
actually in the BLDC [Bermuda Land Development 
Corporation] Act, where this was taken from. But we 
are now taking the view that “criminal” probably 
should be removed. As one of my colleagues said, 
Any criminal is always going to say that they are inno-
cent. (Sorry, I am probably getting away from where I 
should be right now.)  

So, in essence, what this is doing is effectively 
making the ACBDA officers and directors . . . indemni-
fying them by Government. Otherwise, what would 
happen is we would have to go out and purchase 
D&O [directors and officers] liability insurance for 
them, which would be additional money spent, where-
as Government indemnifies many of its officers and 
quangos and other things. So it is a simple revision to 
simply indemnify them here. 
 Any indemnification, obviously, is paid out of 
the Consolidated Fund. And under section 88 of the 
Companies Act, you can waive the auditing of ac-
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counts. We do not want to do that. We want the ac-
counts to be audited. And I will also bring them to the 
House as well. And this section shall be deemed to 
have come into effect on 24th of December, which is 
when the company was registered by incorporation. 
Okay. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
  
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: You are welcome. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to the revi-
sions, as have been submitted, to clause 23. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Do I do my thing now? Thank you 
very much, Madam Chairman.  
 

OPPOSITION AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 23 
[Withdrawn] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Chairman, the Minister will 
know that I have submitted an amendment for his 
consideration. And the amendment reads as follows: 
 “Clause 23 of the principal Act is amended by 
adding” (after the prospective [clause 23](5)) “subsec-
tion 5 thereof, a new  subsection 6, as follows;”  
 And [new] clause 23(6) reads: “The ACBDA 
shall publish on its website the names of the desig-
nated commercial partners officially authorized by the 
ACEA.”  
 As we can see in the definition at the very 
beginning of the Bill, it states that a “designated com-
mercial partner” . . . It ends by saying “[2(b)] who is 
officially authorized in writing as such by ACEA or the 
Team (as the case may be) as such a commercial 
partner for the purposes of this Act or a specific sec-
tion of this Act . . .” It then goes on to say, “and any 
such authorization shall be copied to ACBDA.” 
 And this is just to add transparency. So if 
there is anything designating a commercial partner 
they can be published, because I do not think it is pri-
vate information. And I hope that that would meet with 
no objection, seeing it is simple. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Does everyone have a copy of the proposed 
amendment? 
 
Some Hon. Members: No. 
 
The Chairman: It will be distributed now. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: I am just waiting for everyone to have 
a copy of it first. 
 
[Pause] 
 

The Chairman: Is everyone ready to proceed? 
 I call on the Minister to proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I understand what the 
Honourable Member is trying to do. Let me preface 
my comments by saying that the ACEA needs to des-
ignate who their commercial partners are. That is part 
of their agreement with the Government. And I will 
endeavour to go back to them and make sure . . . The 
Government will certainly know who the commercial 
partners are because, obviously, they are covered 
under the Act. 
 I will endeavour to go back to them and say 
we would like to be able to publicise it. However, I do 
not wish to put it in the legislation per se, because I do 
not want to ram something down their throat before 
they have been consulted. This whole Bill, essentially, 
is what has been agreed on up to this point.  
 So if the Honourable Member does not mind, I 
will endeavour simply to have this made available, to 
have it on the website. But I would like to consult with 
them first, rather than telling them, The House, in its 
wisdom, suddenly decided that you needed to do that, 
because that was not part of the original agreement. 
 What was part of the original agreement was, 
they had to designate who the commercial partners 
were within a specific period of time. But I will en-
deavour to make that publicly available. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Accepting the Minister’s explanation, I will 
withdraw the amendment and look forward to an up-
date on that, what comes forth. Thank you. 
 
[Opposition amendment to clause 23 withdrawn] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 We still have the amendment before us. That 
is the amendment that has been presented, and that 
is a removal of the existing clause 23, with the re-
placement of the current clause 23. 
 Are there any objections to the revisions or 
the amendments that have been proposed for clause 
23? Are there no objections to that motion? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number . . .  
 Oh, just stretching those legs and standing 
up? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
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 There are no objections. 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
[Clause 23 passed as amended] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I think I am at the point where I want to move 
the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: We are going to go over clauses 24 
through to 26, would be good. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I thought I already 
moved all of those. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to clauses 24 through 26? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I went all the way 
through clause 26. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 36. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Chairman, thank you. 
 So, Madam Chairman, to the Minister, we 
have now gotten right to the very rump of the Bill. And 
we commend the Minister for the Bill, and certainly to 
Ms. Balfour Swain, the Chief Parliamentary Counsel, 
for the wonderful work that she did in a short space of 
time. 
 My question for the Minister, now that we 
have reached all of this is the whole question of gov-
ernance had not featured in any of the elements of the 
Bill. And I have heard the Minister indicate the compli-
ance that you are achieving with this Bill and the na-
ture of all of this. 
 But from the point of view of national security, 
criminal offences . . . We know, for example, Minister, 
that these vessels, luxury vessels in particular, can 
have as part of their equipment firearms. I do not 
know whether you have had this addressed, your 
mind, to the question of the issue of firearms coming 
to our country so that there is no risk in our Bill, or in-
deed contraband, of the event being compromised or 
hurt by things that could go wrong. 
 So it is the governance issues. I am looking 
for your undertaking that you have directed your mind 
to these questions so that they are protected, and 
everybody and all of the people who are coming here 
are protected, and certainly the people of Dockyard 
and Sandys North are protected. Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. I appreciate the question. 

 I am reliably informed that Customs deals with 
this on a fairly regular basis. In fact, I am not sure how 
they dealt with the surface-to-air missiles in that very 
large super yacht that was in here recently. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: But, without being 
glib, Customs will check, and they will, obviously, 
make sure, as you say . . . Because some of these 
super yachts are in international waters. They have 
got weapons and other things to protect them from 
pirates and things of that sort. So they already have 
an established protocol to deal with weapons. I am not 
sure about ordnance, but certainly weapons. 

Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 24 through 26? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 We have been at this particular Bill for a long 
time. And I would also like to thank the Permanent 
Secretary, Mr. William Francis, and the chief executive 
officer, Ms. Jasmin Smith. You may say she is not the 
chief executive officer, but she is my chief executive 
officer. She is a lovely lady. She works hard. And I am 
sure that Minister Crockwell is going to miss her at the 
Ministry for a while. The Permanent Secretary, Mr. 
William Francis, and also Cathryn Balfour Swain from 
the Attorney General’s Office have done a tremen-
dous job in such a short time. And I think that Bermu-
da would be well served by the work that you three 
have done. Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 24 through 26? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 35. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I was just sitting in the Gal-
lery listening to my colleague from constituency 36, 
Mr. Scott, in reference to his concern about firearms 
possibly being brought in on these vessels. 
 My mind went back to an earlier session when 
the Minister was making reference to the exemption 
for the pilots being on the boats who come up, be-
cause we had a shortage of pilots. I was going to 
comment on it, but I left it. It took me somewhere else 
now, with the excess of vessels coming in, and you 
are saying there could be . . . you do not know the 
number. It is going to be a large number. 
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 Will we have the manpower through the prop-
er Customs searches that are required with any ves-
sel coming into our destination? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 There has been much talk about how much 
this is going to cost us. One of the things that has 
been provided for, at least in our estimation, is over-
time and additional people to deal with everything 
from security to transportation and things of that sort. 
And I think that would be covered under that. 
 Obviously, this is the first time we have done 
this. We have worked out a very detailed transporta-
tion plan. We have looked at security. We have looked 
at a lot of the other issues. But you never know until 
you get there. But I have been reassured that Cus-
toms has the manpower to be able to handle this. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 24 through 26? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 On the same issue of security, has there been 
any consideration on the potential role that the Ber-
muda Regiment can or may play with respect to these 
series of events, in terms of security? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thank you. 
 Just on that last issue, the Premier has re-
minded me that we will have a clearance for customs 
not only in St. George’s, but also at the Princess, the 
new marina there. They are paying for that. And it will 
also be up at Dockyard as well, so we will have a 
number of sites where you can do customs clearance, 
and those will be appropriately manned. 
 With respect to . . . I just had a senior mo-
ment. What was the question again? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Oh, Regiment. Oh, 
yes. Thank you. 
 The Honourable Member will be aware that 
the Regiment can only be called up by the Governor. 
So, at this point, I think it would be up to the Governor. 
We have not, I think, given consideration to doing that, 
but it is the Governor who makes the decision as to 
whether to embody the Regiment or not. 
 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 24 through 26? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 35. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 I indicated when I got up just now that when 
we were on the pilot issue I was going to speak. It has 
gone past me. I let it go when we said that, because 
of the shortage, consideration being we are looking at 
overtime and those things, could that have been 
worked into it with the pilots? And also taking into 
consideration there are still a number of retired pilots 
who worked for Marine and Ports for many years still 
vastly experienced about bringing vessels in and out 
of our waters who could have been brought into ser-
vice. We could still have a Bermuda pilot on board 
those vessels. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think there were 
two issues here. One was the availability of pilots, 
given the fact that, particularly during the finals and 
challenge and playoff series in June, you are going to 
have cruise ships and a lot of other people coming in. 
 The other issue is that most of these super 
yachts have very sophisticated navigation tools, and 
they really do not need a pilot. The captains on these 
things know pretty darn well that if they put it up on a 
reef, they are going to be in serious trouble. So I think 
it is really part of that issue. So, yes. But I think having 
the option to be able to use a pilot if you want to is 
clearly there. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 24 through 26? 
 Are there any objections to clauses 24 
through 26? 
 No objections. 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
[Clauses 24 through 26 passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I also would like to thank, again, the technical 
officers, my Permanent Secretary, Bill Francis; 
Cathryn Balfour Swain, the Chief Parliamentary 
Counsel; and Jasmin Smith, all of whom probably 
would wish to be in bed at this particular point. So I 
will keep that brief. 
 I would like to move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: First of all, let us just move all the 
clauses. 
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Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I would like to move 
clauses 1 through 26. (Is that what it is?) Clause 26 . . 
. clauses 1 through 26. 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 1 through 26 would work. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: With amendments. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 to 
26 be approved with amendments. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I move that the Bill 
be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: The Schedule? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Oh, okay. 
 I move the Schedule. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Schedule 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
[The Schedule passed] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Chairman: Preamble. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I did the Preamble 
already. 
 
The Chairman: Now you will. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: What? You want me 
to do it again? 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections? 
 Approved. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Okay. And now I 
move that the Bill be reported to the House. Thank 
you. 
 
The Chairman: As amended. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: As amended. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as amended. 

 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections; agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The America’s Cup Act 2015 was 
considered by a Committee of the whole House and 
passed with amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 12:08 am 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

AMERICA’S CUP ACT 2015 
 
The Speaker: Members, we have had the second 
reading [and Committee] of the America’s Cup Act 
2015, amended and agreed upon. 
 Are there any objections?  
 There are none. 
 Order No. 7 and the rest of the Orders are 
carried over. 
 I will recognise first the Minister of Finance. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to move that Standing Order 21 be suspended to en-
able me to move that the Bill entitled the Insurance 
Amendment Act 2015 be now read a third time by its 
title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Minister? 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

INSURANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
 
The Speaker: It has been moved that the Bill pass. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. 

The Bill is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Insurance Amendment Act 2015 
was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Junior 
Minister of Home Affairs. Minister? 
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move that the Bill enti-
tled the Municipalities Amendment Act 2015 be now 
read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 I move that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 The Bill . . . I did have some objections. 
 All those in favour, say Aye. 
   
AYES. 
 
The Speaker: Those against, say Nay. 
 
NAYS. 
 
The Speaker: I think the Ayes have it. The Bill is 
passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Municipalities Amendment Act 
2015 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Minister 
for Economic Development. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I move that Standing Order 21 be suspended 
to enable me to move that the Bill entitled the Ameri-
ca’s Cup Act 2015 be now read the third time by its 
title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 None. 
 Minister? 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended] 

 
BILL 

 
THIRD READING 

 
AMERICA’S CUP ACT 2015 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: America’s Cup Act 
2015. I move that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none; the Bill is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The America’s Cup Act 2015 was 
read a third time and passed.] 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that we now adjourn to February 20th, 
my wife’s birthday. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Thank you. 
 The House is adjourned to Friday, February 
the 20th, at 10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 12:21 am, [Saturday, 14 February 2015] the House 
stood adjourned until 10:00 am, Friday, 20 February 
2015.] 
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT  
20 FEBRUARY 2015 

10:01 AM 
Sitting Number 8 of the 2014/15 Session 

 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker] 

 
[Gavel]  
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
The Speaker: Members, the Minutes of February 13th 
have been deferred. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

The Speaker: There are no messages from the Gov-
ernor. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

OR MEMBER PRESIDING 
 

HOUSE AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE APPOINT-
MENT 

 
The Speaker: [There is] just one announcement, that 
Member K. L. Bascome, from . . . sorry, two an-
nouncements. The first is that Member K. L. Bas-
come, from St. George’s North [constituency] 1, has 
been appointed to replace L. G. Cannonier, from Dev-
onshire South Central, constituency 12, on the House 
and Grounds Committee. And secondly . . .  
 
[Pause] 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 
COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY AMENDMENT ACT 2014 

[COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY AMENDMENT ACT 
2015] 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency 17, Pembroke Cen-
tral. MP Walton Brown, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill relating to 
the Commissions of Inquiry Amendment Act 2014, 
which was returned from the Senate, with message 

number two, at the last day of meeting . . . I move that 
the amendment proposed by the Senate to the Bill 
entitled the Commissions of Inquiry Amendment Act 
2014 be considered forthwith in the House. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Carry on, MP. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Shall I move the motion, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 3 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I move that clause 3 of the Bill be 
deleted in its entirety. 
 
The Speaker: It has been moved by the Member that 
clause [3] be deleted in its entirety. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 
[Motion carried: Amendment to clause 3 of the Com-
missions of Inquiry Amendment Act 2014 approved] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I move that the Commission— 
 
The Speaker: It looks like some people do not know 
what is going on. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Shall I— 
 
The Speaker: Well, you know, I mean, it is the re-
sponsibility of people to whom I spoke to inform peo-
ple what is going on. You know, people are sitting 
down in this House looking like they do not know what 
is happening! 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. You carry on, please. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: For the sake of elucidation. 
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The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Senate proposed an 
amendment to the Bill that was passed in this 
House— 
 
The Speaker: No need to do that, Honourable Mem-
ber. Just do what you— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, it seems like it is necessary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: No. Just go ahead. Go ahead. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 1 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Okay. So, Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the Commissions of Inquiry Amendment Bill 2014 
be amended in clause 1, as follows: by deleting the 
title of the Bill and the citation in paragraph 1 and by 
substituting the following: “Commissions of Inquiry 
Amendment Act 2015.” 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Carry on. 
 
[Motion carried: Amendment to clause 1 of the Com-
missions of Inquiry Amendment Act 2014 approved] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I move that the fol-
lowing message be sent to the Senate: 
 “To the Honourable President and Members 
of the Senate: The House of Assembly returns here-
with to your Honourable House the Bill entitled the 
Commissions of Inquiry Amendment Act 2015 and 
informs your Honourable House that the House of As-
sembly has amended the said Bill as suggested by 
your Honourable House.” 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you. Thank you, MP 
Brown. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 The message will be sent to the Senate as . . .  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. We 
are off to a great start today! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: We are off to a great start. [It] must be 
Budget Day! 
 
[Laughter] 
 

The Speaker: It is very nice to have this light moment 
before the Honourable Minister of Finance takes to his 
feet. 

 
PAPERS AND OTHER  

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister, the Honourable E. T. Richards. 
 Minister Richards. 
 

BERMUDA 2014 ECONOMIC REVIEW  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Bermuda 2014 Economic Review. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 Thank you. 

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  

AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 
 

The Speaker: We move now to the Order of the Day, 
the Order of the Day, Statements by Ministers and 
Junior Ministers. 
 We have the Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure for 2015/16, in the name of the Honourable 
E. T. Richards, the Minister of Finance. You have the 
floor. 
 

BUDGET STATEMENT 2015/16 
 

 STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE ESTIMATES 
OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members of the 
House of Assembly, the One Bermuda Alliance Gov-
ernment was elected to restore prosperity and hope to 
the people of Bermuda. 

We took over at a time the economy was in 
free-fall. For the first time, thousands were unem-
ployed. Thousands of expatriate workers and their 
families, whose lives here supported the spectrum of 
local businesses, had left the Island. Government had 
locked itself into massive spending deficits, adding to 
a debt burden so deep that it became a threat, not just 
to our ability to operate as an independent economy, 
but also to our children’s future. 
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As a Bermudian concerned for the well-being 
of my country, my appointment as Finance Minister 
became the most important mission of my life—to do 
whatever I could do to repair the situation and restore 
good fortune to the Bermudian people. I share this 
mission with my colleagues here today—the commit-
ment to moving this Island forward, restoring jobs and 
guiding us back onto a sound, sensible and secure 
path for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, to bring coherence and direction 
to our work, we implemented a two-track strategy to 
grow the economy and return government finances to 
a sustainable position. Our main focus has been to 
invigorate the engines of economic growth because of 
their potential to improve more people’s lives more 
quickly than anything else. 

We have been working to restore investor 
confidence to attract foreign dollars back to our 
shores, opening the Island to job and revenue-
creating activities, creating new possibilities for Ber-
mudians to make a living. 

In terms of government finances, we are im-
plementing budget control systems, monitoring per-
formance and reducing spending. 

The strategic aim has been to expand the 
possibilities for Bermudians to make a living while us-
ing the resources generated to ensure Government 
provides them with the services and support they 
need—good schools, safe neighbourhoods, affordable 
health care, sound infrastructure, and care and pro-
tection for our seniors. 

This Budget Statement for the 2015/16 Finan-
cial Year continues what, in effect, is a multiyear na-
tional recovery plan, and, in that context, it represents 
a work in progress, preparing the way for future 
growth and prosperity. 

Mr. Speaker, there are clear signs the two-
track strategy is bearing fruit. We can see it in: 

• jumps in retail sales, planning applications, 
building permits and new construction starts; 

• new international and local company forma-
tions, with the first rise in work permits since 
2008; and 

• unprecedented investor interest in hotel con-
struction and the America’s Cup, which, taken 
together, promises a massive boost to the 
economy. 
 
And we can see in this budget where the Cur-

rent Account balance before debt service will achieve 
a surplus position—the first time in more than seven 
years— 

 
[Desk thumping] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —and where the target 
has been set to balance the budget within three years. 

Mr. Speaker, these signs bode well for the fu-
ture, but there is a long way to go before we get to 
solid ground. 

Threats to our well-being remain, from coun-
tries challenging Bermuda’s business model, to the 
vulnerability of our debt, to rising interest rates, to the 
challenge of ending significant year-to-year spending 
deficits. 

There are no magic answers, and we will face 
many tough decisions on the road to full national re-
covery. We will need understanding and cooperation 
because Government cannot do it alone. We will need 
everyone to play their part, and that can mean work-
ing to the best of one’s ability every day, learning a 
new skill to get that new job, helping a fellow Ber-
mudian who is struggling, or making a personal deci-
sion to put Bermuda first. 

The 2015/16 Budget outlines a steady course 
of action to address all the challenges we face, with 
one goal in mind—to make this Island work better for 
its people now and into the future. 

 
Financial Independence 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, no one can 
dispute that, in today’s global, interconnected econ-
omy, no country, no matter how large and powerful, is 
completely independent. So why are we, as a dot on 
the map, even discussing financial independence? In 
a world full of risks, a degree of financial independ-
ence is very important. 

In last year’s Budget Statement, we intro-
duced the topic of financial independence to the public 
conversation in Bermuda. A year later, I can say that 
never in any of our lifetimes has Bermuda faced an 
external regulatory or tax environment that is as hos-
tile to our core international business model—and 
thus to our very ability to feed and clothe ourselves, to 
educate our children abroad or enjoy a reasonable 
standard of living from earnings from international 
business. We face direct threats, targeting Bermuda 
by name, from the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Europe and the Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion & Development (known as OECD)—all of these at 
the same time. 

Mr. Speaker, two examples come to mind: 
Recently, a very senior official in the US Treasury De-
partment was quoted in the media as saying (and I 
quote) “To be blunt, we really do need to kill the zero-
tax jurisdictions.” Mr. Speaker, “to kill”! You can’t be 
clearer than that. 

On the other side of the Atlantic, the Financial 
Times reported that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. George Osborne, announced an investigation into 
why London is losing hundreds of millions of pounds a 
year in insurance business to rivals such as Bermuda, 
Zurich and Singapore, and that his government was 
exploring options to ensure that the UK’s regulatory 
and tax regime enabled the UK reinsurance industry 
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to be more attractive and competitive. Mr. Speaker, 
this is from our constitutionally mandated “representa-
tive” in international relations. 

Mr. Speaker, how do we deal with this chal-
lenge to the beating heart of our economy? The Gov-
ernment is fully engaged in identifying and evaluating 
these threats and executing strategies to neutralise 
them. However, the first rule of survival in this hostile 
environment is to avoid and/or reduce unnecessary 
home-grown risks, risks that could cause Bermuda to 
seek financial help from any of these countries be-
cause of failure to properly manage our own affairs. 

Using that logic, the biggest risk to Bermuda’s 
financial independence is the national debt. Why? Be-
cause of the growing profile of the cost of servicing 
that debt: $161 million last year; $170 million budg-
eted for next year. These costs will continue to grow 
because the Government runs annual deficits—
spending more than it earns—and also because 
global interest rates will likely gradually rise. If Gov-
ernment does not eliminate the deficit soon, or if we 
do not convince foreign creditors and rating agencies 
of our absolute ironclad commitment to eliminate it 
soon, further credit rating downgrades will come. 

Mr. Speaker, why should we even care about 
rating agencies? Investment institutions have a myriad 
of investment opportunities, way too many to be able 
to thoroughly analyse all the details of each one. Rat-
ing agencies perform some of that analysis for inves-
tors, and this allows them a faster way to evaluate and 
rank various options. Rating agencies mould inves-
tors’ opinions and views of us as a potential invest-
ment opportunity. So, if we want to sell our bonds to 
these same investors at a good price, we need to im-
press rating agencies. 

If we fail to properly address the causes of our 
financial problems, the results are predictable and 
dire. We need only to look around us to see the fate 
that other island economies have suffered because of 
excessive debt. In one island to our south, the IMF 
[International Monetary Fund] forced that government 
to lay off 15 per cent of public sector workers. If that 
were Bermuda, we would be looking at laying off 750 
public servants. That is the price of losing your finan-
cial independence. 

If we do not eliminate the deficit and start pay-
ing down our debt, we will not be in a position to resist 
the very same countries that are calling for changes in 
the international regulatory and tax system to destroy 
our international business sector. 

Mr. Speaker, some may think I am being 
melodramatic, overstating the threat. But I am not. 
Take, for example, the pressure from the UK on Ber-
muda to adopt a public register of beneficial owners of 
Bermuda-based companies. Bermuda has taken a 
public stand against this initiative. Does anyone really 
think we could stand up for ourselves as we have 
been doing if we had been forced to seek UK backing 
for our debt? 

The anti-tax haven rhetoric has reached fever 
pitch around the developed world. Some dots on the 
map which call themselves offshore financial centres 
have behaved quite irresponsibly, allowing them-
selves to be domiciles for fraudsters, tax evaders and 
terrorist financiers. Bermuda is not among them. 
OECD countries, including our major trading partners, 
are vowing to stop such practices, but many are failing 
to differentiate between the dirty dots and the clean 
ones. All the dots get dumped into the same trash bin. 

Bermuda has had to work hard to differentiate 
itself from the dirty, shady offshore financial centres. It 
is astonishing how uninformed many powerful and 
influential people in these countries are about Ber-
muda, its constitutional status, its regulatory frame-
work, its record for international cooperation and, 
most importantly, its value proposition to the global 
economy. If we lose this differentiation battle, we 
stand to lose our international business. 

Mr. Speaker, we can fight for ourselves, our 
livelihoods and our futures only because we are not 
overly beholden to others. The Government deficit 
and growing debt threaten our ability to fight for our-
selves, because if we lose the confidence of interna-
tional credit markets, we will likely have to revert to 
the UK for backing. This Government will do every-
thing in its power to prevent that woeful day from hap-
pening. Therefore, we will have to redouble our efforts 
and determination to eliminate the Government deficit 
as soon as possible. 

Another way to buttress our financial inde-
pendence is to be successful in our efforts to revitalise 
our hospitality sector. The Government regards this as 
a national economic imperative and will do whatever it 
takes to ensure that success. While we are confident 
of our ability to weather the storm of external threats 
to our international business sector, we cannot have 
all our eggs in that one basket—thus the importance 
of revitalising Bermuda tourism. 

Mr. Speaker, our budget targets of revenue 
and expenditure initiatives represented in this state-
ment flow from an understanding that the coming fis-
cal year is a turning point in this Government’s efforts 
to not only right the economic ship, but prepare the 
way for future growth and prosperity. 

  
Global Economic Environment 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Economists describe 
Bermuda’s economy as a very open economy be-
cause a very large proportion of our gross domestic 
product (GDP) comes from trading with the outside 
world, as opposed to business transacted between 
ourselves. Our primary industries are exporters of ser-
vices. Therefore, we would be well advised to con-
tinuously evaluate the global environment that we 
trade in. 

Figure 1, before you, Mr. Speaker, displays 
trends in three key US economic indicators. The bars 
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in the bottom pane show percentage changes in GDP. 
The shaded areas show periods of recession. Mr. 
Speaker, what we see is that the recovery from the 
2008 recession is well established, albeit not as ro-
bust as in 2004. In the upper pane, the red line repre-
sents the percentage change in industrial production, 
while the orange line shows the trend in employment. 
Clearly, while industrial production, like GDP, bounced 
back quite sharply after the end of the recession, em-
ployment has recovered quite sluggishly, although in 
2014 employment has accelerated. 

 While the pickup in employment has been 
slower than for the typical recovery, the fact that em-
ployment lags behind industrial production and GDP is 
expected. Employment is a classic “lagging indicator”. 
After the difficult experiences during a recession, even 
when business starts to expand, many managers are 
reluctant to take on any more staff until it is absolutely 
necessary. Instead, they attempt to squeeze all they 
can out of their existing complement of staff before 
taking the plunge with new hiring. The same paradigm 
applies to the Bermuda labour market, with employ-
ment also lagging behind statistics indicating growth. 

Mr. Speaker, the macroeconomic picture with 
the European Union is quite different from the US. 
Industrial production, the red line, is faltering badly. 
There was even a retreat to recession briefly at the 
beginning of 2014. This weakness has had the pre-
dictable effects of weak revenues for member coun-
tries’ treasuries, as well as lower demand for certain 
commodities, oil in particular. 

Coupled with slowing growth in China and 
ample global supplies, the price of crude oil has 
plummeted, as displayed in Figure 3. This has impli-
cations for the global economy, including Bermuda. 
Net importers of crude hugely benefit, and even 
though the US is now producing much more of its en-
ergy needs than before, the fall of crude prices is a 
significant boost for their economy. This is also true 
for the EU [European Union]. This is bad for oil pro-
ducers like Canada, Australia and OPEC [Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting Countries] countries. 
Bermuda benefits through lower petrol prices and fuel 
adjustment charges at BELCO. 

The global economic environment is favour-
able mainly because of the robustness of the US 
economy, which has re-established itself as the eco-
nomic growth engine of the world. Consumers’ family 
balance sheets have recovered substantially from the 
disaster of 2008. This paints a much improved back-
ground for our hospitality business for the coming 
year. 

 
The Two Track Strategy 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, in the run-
up to the last election, the One Bermuda Alliance out-
lined its strategy to revitalise the Bermuda economy. 
The Two Track Strategy as it was called, was de-

signed to stimulate the economy on the one hand and 
control and reduce Government spending on the 
other. We always insisted that such stimulus should 
and could be achieved without incurring further Gov-
ernment debt, meaning the principal method of stimu-
lus would have to be inward direct investment from 
abroad. In the two years since the election, the Gov-
ernment has focused on creating the conditions nec-
essary to attract that investment. 

Mr. Speaker, Table 1 lists the projects ap-
proved by the Government in which there is high con-
fidence of shovels in the ground. Mr. Speaker, for the 
listening public, I will just read these projects here in 
the table: 

• St. Regis – St. George’s, $140 million; 
• Ritz Reserve up in Morgan’s Point, $160 mil-

lion, that is phase 1; 
• Phase 2 of Hamilton Princess, $40 million;  
• Sinky Bay [Beach], or South Beach, $5 mil-

lion; 
• Pink Beach, $30 million; 
• Ariel Sands, $50 million; 
• Airport terminal, $255 million; 
• America’s Cup, $250 million. 

 
They total $930 million to be injected over the 

next one to three years. For an economy whose GDP 
is about $5 billion, a stimulus of almost $1 billion, or 
20 per cent, is massive. 

There are a number of questions arising from 
this massive injection. First, is it for real? Bermudians 
have heard such promises before. We are confident 
that these are indeed for real. 

Second, is it large enough? It is the Govern-
ment’s judgment that the scale is appropriate. Ber-
muda has endured an extended recession for six 
years, much longer than any of our trading partners. 
The length of Bermuda’s recession, its severity and 
the fact that the USA has long since emerged from its 
recession strongly supports our long-held view that 
our problem is local and structural, not cyclical. If it 
were cyclical, we would have recovered long ago. 
This implies that any stimulative measures should be 
stronger than if the problem were cyclical. 

Third, is it too much; will it result in inflation? If 
it is too much, then the resultant inflation would render 
our economy too expensive and less competitive in 
the intermediate term, thereby defeating the whole 
purpose of the exercise. This is indeed a risk. How-
ever, the statistics that we do have show there is a 
large pool of unemployed people—over 3,000—that 
would have to be soaked up before we are in danger 
of overstretching our resources. 

Then there is the spare capacity that has 
been left behind by people who have left the Island. 
There are many empty residential units, as well as 
office and retail space in Hamilton. All this spare ca-
pacity would have to be used up before significant 
upward pressure on prices would occur. Add to that, 
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the fact that inflation imported from abroad is muted 
bolsters our confidence that the inflationary effect from 
this stimulus will be minimal. 

Fourth, won’t this just be a temporary blip, af-
ter which the economy will slip back into recession? 
The answer to that lies in the nature of the stimulus. 
All but one of the projects are for-profit commercial 
ventures. From the investors’ point of view, success 
means these investments in hotels must be opera-
tionally profitable. This implies a long-term commit-
ment to success in Bermuda tourism and, therefore, 
long-term job opportunities on the Island. 

The hosting of the America’s Cup is a gigantic 
opportunity to globally press the “reset button” on the 
Bermuda hospitality brand. We live in a branded 
world, and we have allowed our brand to languish. 
The success of Bermuda’s re-branding in tourism will 
have a long-term benefit to our hospitality product in 
the future. Even the new air terminal, as a P3 project, 
has the profit element in it, and this too will enhance 
the Bermuda brand both in hospitality and interna-
tional business in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, this list of projects, representing 
inward direct investment, is the essence of our stimu-
lus package. In two years, this Government has 
changed the reputation of Bermuda as being un-
friendly to investors to an investor-friendly environ-
ment where global businesses feel comfortable to in-
vest in our country again. These projects comply with 
the conditions we laid down from the start—and that 
is, they should add to our productive infrastructure, 
thereby creating short-term as well as long-term jobs, 
and that they should not be the result of deficit financ-
ing by the Government. 

There is one more element to our stimulus ef-
forts, and that is support and encouragement for our 
partners in international business [IB]. IB has been the 
Bermuda economy’s anchor to windward during very 
stormy seas. Bermuda’s IB sector has been under 
enormous economic and regulatory pressure from 
abroad in the past year, and this Government has 
gone to bat on their behalf in overseas capitals of the 
world. Here at home, we have amended various laws, 
regulations and rules to encourage new enterprises to 
establish here, as well as existing Bermuda-based 
entities to grow deeper roots here. Mr. Speaker, all of 
these initiatives I have just enumerated comprise the 
first track of the two track strategy. 

The second track of Government’s strategy is 
the reduction and elimination of the annual operating 
deficits and eventual reduction of Government debt. 
Last year, we enunciated the Medium Term Expendi-
ture Framework (MTEF, for short) to achieve spending 
reductions of 7 per cent in the first year, a further 
5 per cent reduction in the second and a still further 
reduction of 3 per cent in the third year. 

Last year’s budget—the first in the three-year 
plan—contained little in terms of tax increases, as we 
concentrated on spending reductions. The formation 

and work of the SAGE Commission was critical in 
helping us to identify procedures, practices and struc-
tures that caused waste, inefficiency and lack of ac-
countability, and ways these problems could be allevi-
ated. Further spending cuts were achieved through 
our work with members of the Bermuda Trade Union 
Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, unlike previous years, this 
budget includes significant increases in various taxes. 
In strategic terms, there are a number of reasons for 
this departure. 

First, it has been determined that the deficit 
will not be broken by spending cuts alone—increased 
revenues will be necessary. 

Second, the strategy is based on the ex-
pected state of the economy, as opposed to the past 
or even the current economic situation. With the major 
stimulus measures already outlined, about 20 per cent 
of GDP in one to three years, we are confident the 
economy will be able to withstand the attenuating ef-
fects of tax increases on growth. 

Third, there are additional expenditures that 
Government will have to make in preparation to host 
the America’s Cup, expenditures that have to be fi-
nanced. They have to be financed from tax revenues 
as much as possible instead of being financed by add-
ing to long-term debt. 

This Government has been talking about its 
two track strategy since inception, even before it was 
elected. Bermudians can now see the vision morph 
into a strategy and the strategy manifest itself into re-
ality. So this is how Bermuda will meet its goals of 
returning to overall growth—and the jobs and oppor-
tunities it will generate—while breaking the back of the 
Government deficit, paving the way for public debt 
reduction. 

  
Diversification and Taxes in Island Economies 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, one of the 
guiding principles of this Government is that we be-
lieve in the macroeconomic benefits of low taxes. Low 
taxes leave more money in people’s pockets, thereby 
encouraging spending and investment, both of which 
contribute to economic growth. However, taxes should 
not be so low that Government does not have suffi-
cient money to fulfil its responsibilities. 

Credit rating agencies have remarked that 
Bermuda’s economy is too narrowly focused and that 
this narrow focus translates into added risk for the 
economy. Simply put, if some unforeseen event takes 
place to negatively affect international business, then 
the consequences for the entire economy could be 
severe. The Government could not agree more. But 
small island economies around the world are, by their 
very nature, undiversified. Broad diversification re-
quires scale, and scale is something that is, by defini-
tion, scarce in a small island. 
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It should be remembered that diversification is 
a risk-reduction strategy, not necessarily a growth 
strategy. For the past 25 years, Bermuda has had one 
significant export sector, international business, that 
not only exhibited growth, but, save for the past 6 
years, grew strongly enough to overcompensate for 
the contraction of our other export sector, hospitality. 
So our reliance on IB has been virtually complete and, 
therefore, extremely risky. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government’s efforts to re-
invigorate the hospitality sector by establishing the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, the Cabinet’s Economic 
Development Committee and attracting commitments 
for hospitality-related development capital amounting 
to more than $930 million is a real-life exercise in 
growth and diversification. We will, in fact, be doubling 
the number of properly functioning export sectors from 
one to two, and tourism is an industry that we know 
we can succeed in. 

The objective is not to initiate a new export 
sector for the sake of diversification. The objective is 
to have export sectors that function properly, meaning 
they provide entrepreneurs and investors with a rea-
sonable return on investment, and in doing so, they 
contribute to the welfare of Bermuda in the way of job 
and income opportunities for our people and other 
local support sectors. 

In order to provide a favourable environment 
for business enterprises, Government needs money. 
Where it gets its revenue from varies from country to 
country, island to island. We declare to the world that 
our tax system is consumption-based. That is only 
partially true. 

Payroll tax, our primary source of revenue, for 
example, is not a tax on consumption at all; it is a tax 
on labour—not a type of taxation that would tend to 
increase the number of jobs. This tax originated dur-
ing a time of plenty—a time when the prevailing view 
was that there were too many jobs in Bermuda, in-
stead of today’s too few. 

Customs duties are a tax on consumption. 
However, the consumption of goods is only part of the 
total consumption profile of the economy. Consump-
tion of services constitutes most of our consumption, 
and much of it is not taxed at all. For many years, this 
situation was not a problem for Government, because 
revenue levels were sufficient to support its commit-
ments. But it has become a problem now. 

Mr. Speaker, the challenge is that govern-
ments have had to give concessions on customs du-
ties to facilitate inward direct investments that help 
maintain an appropriate level of economic activity. 
This has resulted in a multi-stage narrowing of the 
Government’s revenue footprint. It is narrow in the first 
place due to the nature of the economy. It narrows 
further as customs duties capture only a portion of 
consumption. And it narrows still further because of 
the concessions made to effect inward investment 
capital to stimulate economic growth. 

Figure 4 compares the proportion of GDP 
used up by government revenues, including social 
security contributions. This is from a study of small 
island economies. Clearly, Bermuda’s revenues as a 
per cent of GDP are the lowest of the group. One 
could say kudos to Bermuda for keeping its taxes low. 
But that would only be appropriate if we were balanc-
ing or nearly balancing the budget, something that 
clearly is not the case.  

In view of the inherent and serious risks of 
running large deficits, this study implies that Ber-
muda’s taxes are not high enough to achieve or main-
tain long-term fiscal stability. The bottom line is cus-
toms duties are no longer producing the portion of 
revenue that they once did, thus exacerbating the an-
nual deficit.  

Mr. Speaker, Government, therefore, has re-
quested technical assistance from the Caribbean Re-
gional Technical Assistance Centre (aka CARTAC). 
CARTAC is an IMF regional body, and we have em-
ployed them to study the feasibility of broadening 
Bermuda’s tax base. A decision on the outcome of 
this analysis will be taken and communicated after a 
period of study and public consultation. 

 
Government Debt and Debt Service 
 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Net Government debt 
now stands at $2 billion. In 2013, the Government bor-
rowed $800 million to finance multiple anticipated 
years of deficits. Despite significantly reducing Gov-
ernment’s overall deficit in Financial Year 2014/15 and 
budgeting for a further deficit reduction in this coming 
year, the money we borrowed at that time is running 
out. That is because, in addition to financing ongoing 
deficits, we also had to pay off bonds that matured 
during the period. We have about $95 million left, 
which is projected to run out later this year. Therefore, 
we anticipate further government borrowing in 2015. 

The borrowing requirement for 2015/16 is es-
timated at $125 million, which is equal to the esti-
mated deficit of $220 million, less funds in the Sinking 
Fund.  

Figure 5 shows the growth in public debt. It is 
my hope that the urgency of working the annual Gov-
ernment budget deficit down to zero is clear to all 
Bermudians, because each year we carry a deficit 
adds to a public debt load that imposes a dead weight 
on our ability to meet needs. In fact, once a balanced 
budget is achieved, Government will have to operate 
at a surplus for a number of years in order to reduce 
the massive debt to more manageable levels. But we 
have to get the annual deficit down to zero first. 

Mr. Speaker, there are two principal risks with 
debt at these high levels. First, as a small island 
economy that is undiversified, we risk default if our 
main sources of revenue, of which there is presently 
only one, international business, falter. For large 
countries, that risk is reduced because all their multi-

Bermuda House of Assembly 



796 20 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
ple sources of revenues are not likely to fail at the 
same time. But Bermuda currently depends almost 
entirely on international business. Lenders, therefore, 
are much less tolerant about debt levels for us than 
they are with large, diversified economies. So, in the 
eyes of global credit markets, there is little margin for 
error in the management of our economy. 

Second, a large and rising debt service will 
crowd out spending in critically important areas such 
as education, social services and national security. 
Paying debt service has to be the top priority of any 
borrower, because if you default on your debt service, 
you are, by definition, insolvent, regardless of whether 
you have other assets. So all other types of spending 
have a lower priority than debt service. For this com-
ing fiscal year, Government has budgeted $170 mil-
lion for debt service, an amount that would make it the 
second largest “ministry,” even though it is not a min-
istry at all. 

Mr. Speaker, two years ago, we put in place 
new rules to regulate the borrowing of the Bermuda 
Government. We knew from the start that we were in 
breach of some of the rules, but we used them as ob-
jectives to work toward. This year, we are adding an-
other rule for governments going forward: Borrowing 
may only be considered for capital expenditure, and 
all current expenditure must be financed from current 
revenue. 

This is a familiar rule because it is one Ber-
muda used to abide by. Clearly, we are currently in 
breach of this rule, but it signals our commitment to 
return Bermuda to its prudential roots, roots that, if not 
breached by a previous Government, would have kept 
government’s finances out of their present precarious 
position. It will be some years before we are able to 
comply with this rule, but we believe it is important to 
set down the marker now. 

It is the objective of this Government to bal-
ance the budget within three years. Furthermore, to 
increase transparency and international credibility, 
Government intends to establish an international in-
dependent committee to review, monitor, assess and 
publicly report on the fiscal progress of the govern-
ment. Several other islands have also adopted similar 
outside assessors, and it has helped bolster credibility 
and confidence. This monitoring committee will be 
established under the aegis of the Financial Stability 
Board regime already under development at the Ber-
muda Monetary Authority. 

  
Domestic Economic Trends 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the eco-
nomic indicators for 2014 indicate that the Bermuda 
economy was still in a state of transition, slowly strug-
gling to reverse the extended period of contraction. 

The fuel that drives our economy is capital 
from abroad. It can take several forms: 

• local spending from international business ac-
tivities based in Bermuda; 

• local spending from vacationers on our 
shores; and 

• inward direct investment from abroad in our 
infrastructure or other capital investments that 
have the purpose of stimulating either interna-
tional business or tourism. 

 
Let us take them in turn. While the companies 

themselves remain solid, growth in local spending 
from the IB sector has slowed considerably over the 
past decade. This decrease was initially driven by un-
welcoming Government red tape, and now, although 
that has improved considerably, external market 
forces have dampened IB growth. There is excess 
insurance capacity in global markets driving down 
premium rates. New capital from the hedge fund 
space, in the form of insurance-linked securities and 
special-purpose vehicles, have brought even more 
capital into insurance markets, thus further increasing 
the overcapacity. 

These conditions have triggered the merger 
mania we have witnessed in Bermuda’s reinsurance 
business in the past year. Such mergers provide the 
new entities with increased economies of scale to 
cope with the challenge of low rates and low invest-
ment returns. Many more may be on the way. Insofar 
as the Bermuda economy is concerned, such mergers 
are likely to give rise to redundancies, thereby nega-
tively affecting local employment. 

Local spending by tourism from visitors had a 
lacklustre year in 2014. Visitor arrivals by way of air 
were marginally down from the previous year, while 
cruise arrivals rose. This Government recognised very 
early on that the problems we have in tourism repre-
sent both an investment problem, as well as a promo-
tional/marketing problem. The investment problem 
relates to the fact that many hotels have not been able 
to make a reasonable return on their investment and 
have therefore closed. Government has addressed 
this problem with new investment incentives (so-called 
concessions), and now there is unprecedented inves-
tor interest in hospitality. 

 Mr. Speaker, the newly formed Bermuda 
Tourism Authority (BTA) has been instrumental in 
changing Bermuda’s image to a good place in which 
to do business, from one where it was widely per-
ceived to be a place where you could not. However, 
the lead times required for the BTA to produce in-
creases in 2014 arrivals were too long to have an im-
pact on that year. We will continue to monitor the 
BTA’s impact on visitor arrivals through 2015. 

While we have a battery of statistical indica-
tors for the Bermuda economy, the one with the com-
bination of the longest track record and the most 
timely is retail sales. Figure 6 shows year-over-year 
percentage changes in retail sales for 2013 and 2014. 
In 2013, seven of twelve months recorded declines 
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year over year. In 2014, three of twelve months re-
corded negative year-over-year changes. Even if you 
allow for the aberration of hurricanes Fay and 
Gonzalo, one still would conclude that 2014 was a 
better year than 2013. But, as one observer has 
stated, we need to see more consistency in retail 
sales increases for it to be convincing. 

Mr. Speaker, there is other anecdotal evi-
dence of growth in the economy. Planning applica-
tions are good economic indicators. In 2014, 563 
planning applications were received versus 458 in 
2013, a 23 per cent increase. Building permits are an 
indication of the projects that are actually being built. 
The number of building permits also increased, from 
701 in 2013 to 877 in 2014, a rise of 25 per cent year 
over year. These Planning Department numbers indi-
cate heightened confidence by developers in Ber-
muda’s future. 

The Government believes this activity is not 
merely coincidental to our earlier initiatives to bolster 
the property market by lowering taxes for non-
Bermudians and PRC holders purchasing property. 
Coupled with the recently announced firming of prop-
erty prices by a local real estate company, we are 
confident that our initiatives in this respect have had 
the desired effect. 

The total number of standard work permits 
processed in 2014 by the Department of Immigration 
was 11,321, versus 10,825 in 2013. While only an 
increase of 4.5 per cent, it was, significantly, the first 
increase in work permits since 2008, a positive indica-
tor of business confidence. While these are not Ber-
mudian jobs, we should be mindful that thousands of 
Bermudian jobs depend on non-Bermudian workers 
living and working in our midst. This is evidence, albeit 
tentative, that the great exodus that occurred between 
2008 and 2013 has started to reverse. 

 Figure 7 measures the number of containers 
crossing the frontier at Bermuda’s docks—an indicator 
of volume. Clearly, while the declining trend appears 
to have been arrested, there is no indication yet of a 
turnaround. 

 
Reducing Red Tape 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, one of the 
reasons overseas investors and businesspeople have 
been reluctant to do business in Bermuda was the 
reputation we had for bureaucratic red tape. This 
Government continues its drive to cut red tape. 

To make it easier for global entrepreneurs to 
set up in Bermuda, the global entrepreneur work per-
mit has been introduced to enable individuals who are 
planning new start-up companies to apply for work 
permits. This will enable such persons to live in Ber-
muda while conducting their business planning. 

Another change is the introduction of the new 
business work permit. These will allow brand-new 
companies to Bermuda to obtain work permits without 

advertising during the first six months of their exis-
tence. If 10 or more permits are required, the new 
company will be required to furnish information re-
garding their growth strategy and how they intend to 
employ Bermudians. 

Other evidence of cutting red tape comes 
from the Department of Planning, where the average 
time taken to process applications for approval or re-
fusal went from 12.1 weeks in 2013 to 9.2 weeks in 
2014. 

  
Banks 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, last year we 
reported to this Honourable House that Bermuda was 
not receiving the support needed from its banks to 
help reflate the economy. 

Figure 8 indicates that conditions have dete-
riorated since then, as bank loans to residents de-
clined further in 2014. Moreover, figures from gov-
ernment sources indicate that employment in the 
banking sector has decreased by more than 200 peo-
ple during the first three quarters of 2014. 

 As Bermuda has no central bank, the influ-
ence government has over lending practices of banks 
is very limited. That is why it is so important that other 
sources of capital be brought to bear to fuel recovery 
for Bermuda’s economy. Government is studying vari-
ous options to restructure the banking sector, and it 
continues to be in discussion with the banks about 
these and other relevant issues. 
 

Employment 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Recently, there has been 
quite a bit of public discussion about developments in 
employment, the unemployment rate and the number 
of people underemployed. As a Government that has 
pledged to create jobs, the level of employment is a 
critical measure of the success of Government poli-
cies. It would not be productive to debate the fine 
points of employment statistics in this Statement other 
than to establish a few important markers. 

First, employment is a lagging indicator, 
meaning that even as the economy starts to expand, 
there will be a significant time lag before new jobs are 
created. Although the job numbers in the two annual 
surveys conducted by the Statistics Department, and 
statistics from the Tax Commissioner’s Office, confirm 
that job markets were weak in 2014, it is worth noting 
that Government’s tax incentives for new Bermudian 
hires, passed in the spring of 2013, have helped cre-
ate 400 new jobs since then. 

Second, 2013 and 2014 were the years when 
Government did the groundwork necessary to identify, 
encourage, develop and secure commitments to cre-
ate the “engines”—projects, that will create new jobs. 
These “engines” are expected to start revving up this 
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calendar year and continue through the next two to 
three years. 

 
SAGE 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, recognition 
of the large fiscal imbalance in government finances 
was the reason we formed the SAGE Commission. 
Although the commission’s mandate was not popular 
within government circles, its landmark report pro-
vided the Bermudian public an insightful look at the 
structure and the workings of the public service. The 
public’s impression of the inner workings of the public 
sector ranged from indifference to outrage, and every-
thing in between. 

Clearly, in the long run, streamlining the public 
sector will result in significant savings. During the past 
year, Government has moved the SAGE process for-
ward, both publicly and within the corridors of the pub-
lic service itself. A public update on what Government 
was doing about the SAGE report was made by me at 
a memorable town hall meeting last year in Hamilton. 

There were three overarching issues outlined 
at that presentation that are worth repeating: 

1. Objective, honest and fair performance 
evaluations of public servants are at the heart 
of the accountability deficit that SAGE high-
lighted in its report. Reforms are underway to 
address this issue. 

2. The Ministerial Code of Conduct has been re-
viewed, and once amendments are finally ap-
proved, the revised code will be made public. 

3. The recommendation to “strengthen budget-
ary planning and control systems to increase 
compliance and accountability” is being im-
plemented. 
 
Government remains committed to SAGE re-

forms along the lines outlined by our public responses 
to their report. 

 
Inward Direct Investment 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, inward di-
rect investment into the Island is potent fuel for the 
Bermuda economy. While we do not have any up-to-
date figures for this, it is an area that Government has 
worked very hard to improve, particularly through its 
Economic Development Committee. As I have de-
scribed earlier in this Statement, it is the key catalyst 
to growth going forward. Inward direct investment is a 
private sector stimulus. It is the best kind of stimulus 
because it is an investment, mainly by outsiders, in 
Bermuda’s expected growth and prosperity. It is, in 
effect, a vote of confidence in Bermuda, a vote of con-
fidence backed by wallets. In 2014, we had invest-
ments in Pink Beach and at the Fairmont Hamilton 
Princess in the form of a new marina, room renova-
tions and at the South Beach in Southampton. 

While there are a number of other hotel de-
velopments in the offing, there are two inward invest-
ment projects that require special mention, the Amer-
ica’s Cup fit-out and the new airport terminal. 

 
America’s Cup 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: As everyone knows by 
now, Bermuda will host the 35th America’s Cup in 
2017. It is estimated the economy will benefit from on-
Island spending of approximately $250 million over 
the next three years. This constitutes a major eco-
nomic stimulus. New jobs and investment will begin 
this year and build to the events in 2017 and beyond. 

All sectors of the economy will benefit—hotels 
and restaurants; transport services, from taxis to fer-
ries; construction and trades; wholesale and retail op-
erators; security services; marine services; shipping 
and forwarding companies; telecommunications pro-
viders; service industries; small businesses; and real 
estate, with opportunities for Bermudians to rent their 
homes and apartments. 

Mr. Speaker, this stimulus will impact Ber-
mudians from all walks of life. Additionally, the global 
exposure generated for Bermuda will have a signifi-
cant and sustained impact on tourism, resulting in a 
significant boost for air arrivals and on-Island expendi-
ture for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, total costs associated with host-
ing the 35th America’s Cup fall into two categories: 

• investment in Bermuda infrastructure and ser-
vices over the next three years, which is esti-
mated at $37 million; and 

• sponsorship for the event over three years, as 
part of Bermuda’s bid package, which in-
cludes $15 million in direct sponsorship and a 
$25 million sponsorship guarantee. 
 
For clarity, this sponsorship guarantee is not 

money spent by government, but rather an underwrit-
ing of private sponsors. Thus, underwriting will be re-
duced as additional commercial sponsorships facili-
tated by Bermuda come on line and by a proportion of 
admissions revenues earned up until August 2017. 

The claim that the America’s Cup will cost the 
Bermuda Government $77 million is false. That 
statement assumes that the America’s Cup in Ber-
muda will be an abysmal failure with no sponsors. 
That type of thinking only guarantees failure as an 
outcome. 

Government funding for both of these catego-
ries will be spent in Bermuda as part of our agreement 
with the America’s Cup Event Authority [ACEA], pro-
viding an additional stimulus to Bermuda’s economy. 
It is not money spent on “mega-rich overseas elites,” 
as one critic said. 

By the end of the current 2014/15 Fiscal Year, 
Government will have spent $4.66 million, which in-
cludes $1 million in sponsorship, $3.1 million in capital 
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infrastructure costs and $0.6 million in operational ex-
penses for the ACBDA [America’s Cup Bermuda] and 
the Ministry of Economic Development. As this ex-
penditure was not anticipated during the initial prepa-
ration of the 2014/15 Budget, it will be addressed 
through a supplementary estimate. 

In the upcoming 2015/16 Fiscal Year, the 
Government will budget $11.7 million for America’s 
Cup-related expenses—$4 million will be sponsorship 
money that the ACEA will spend in Bermuda, and 
$4.9 million will be allocated for capital infrastructure 
and site preparation. The remaining $2.8 million will 
fund operational costs, including the ACBDA, Ministry 
expenses and costs associated with the World Series 
Events in October this year. 

 
New Airport Terminal 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, like the 
America’s Cup, the new airport terminal represents 
another major economic stimulus to our economy, 
spread over about three years. Also like the America’s 
Cup, the new terminal will help reposition and re-
brand Bermuda as a visitor and business destination: 
First Tier, First Class, First World. 

From a fiscal perspective, particularly in view 
of the present debt situation and Bermuda’s poor track 
record with public capital projects, a project valued at 
approximately $250 million demands very careful con-
sideration and had to meet strict criteria to limit or 
eliminate certain risks to the Government. To be given 
the green light, such a project had to meet certain cri-
teria objectives. These were as follows: 

• Minimise the impact on an already [over] ex-
tended Government balance sheet. 

• Reduce and/or eliminate the real risk of over-
runs and delays. 

• Reduce heavy procurement costs. 
• Address the urgency of job creation by cutting 

the time of procurement. 
• Ensure Government gets value for money. 

 
Mr. Speaker, the Memorandum of Under-

standing [MOU] the Government signed with the Ca-
nadian Commercial Corporation (CCC) will lead to an 
arrangement that meets these criteria: 

• The project is financed by the developer, with 
minimal impact on the Government’s balance 
sheet. 

• CCC guarantees the construction project is 
delivered on budget and on time. 

• Heavy procurement costs, especially consult-
ants’ fees that became such a significant cost 
element in the new hospital wing project, are 
mitigated. 

• The overall procurement time is greatly re-
duced—by about half—fulfilling the urgency 
required for the creation of jobs. Subcontract-

ing to local contractors will engage local la-
bour.  

• A fairness [assessment] will be provided by an 
independent international firm to ensure value 
for money. 
 
The model chosen by Government meets the 

strict requirements and safeguards we set out to 
achieve, enabling Bermuda to build a new strategic 
asset while eliminating or controlling risks to the Gov-
ernment treasury. 

The developer and concessionaire selected 
by CCC is Aecon Group Inc., a leading Canadian de-
veloper and construction firm with many years of Ca-
nadian and international experience. 

  
The Budget 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You will be relieved to 
know, Mr. Speaker, I am not going to read out all of 
these numbers. But I will just outline the headlines. 
 
The Speaker: Do what you feel you have to do, Hon-
ourable Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, sir. 
 Just to read out some of the numbers here for 
listeners on the radio. 
 Revenues and expenditures budgeted for the 
upcoming year, 2015/16: 

• Total revenue—$931.298 million 
• Current Account Expenditures (excluding debt 

and Sinking Fund)—$912.744 million 
• Current Account Balance (excluding debt and 

Sinking Fund payments)—a surplus of 
$18.554 million 

• Interest on debt—$117.619 million 
• Sinking Fund allocation—$52.25 million 
• Funds available for capital expenditures—a 

deficit of $151.315 million 
• Capital Expenditures—$68.734 million 
• A budgeted overall deficit of $220.049 million 

 
Mr. Speaker, the highlights of the Budget for 

2015/16 feature a decrease in expenditure of $33.1 
million from last year’s budgeted figure, or a decrease 
of 3.5 per cent. Revenues are forecast to rise by 
3.3 per cent, or $29.6 million. The Current Account 
Balance, before debt service charges, is budgeted to 
be a surplus of $18.5 million. 

However, the Current Account Balance after 
debt service is a deficit of $151.3 million. This repre-
sents a fall in the deficit of $54.0 million, or a 26.3 per 
cent reduction. The overall deficit is budgeted to be 
$220.049 million, a reduction of $47.2 million, or 
17.7 per cent when compared to the 2014/15 original 
estimates. 

The projected Current Account Balance (ex-
cluding debt service) indicates whether revenues can 
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support the day-to-day running of government, exclud-
ing finance costs and capital expenditure. The last 
time this was a positive number for the Bermuda Gov-
ernment was in the fiscal year 2007/08. So, although 
there remains a large overall deficit, albeit smaller 
than last year, this year’s budget, with a surplus of 
$18.5 million in Current Account before debt service, 
represents an achievement of the first major fiscal 
milestone along the road to fiscal sustainability. The 
next milestone is to be able to cover current expendi-
ture including debt service. 

  
Revenues 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the revenue 
estimate for 2015/16 is $931.3 million, $29.6 million, 
or 3.3 per cent, higher than the original estimate for 
the previous year. 

In order to reduce the deficit, the Government 
considers it appropriate now to strengthen the tax 
base. Accordingly, in 2015/16, the Government will 
increase payroll tax, land tax on commercial buildings, 
corporate service taxes, customs duty on fuel, airport 
departure tax and other miscellaneous fees mainly in 
the Ministry of Tourism Development and Transport. 

The standard rate of payroll tax will be set at 
14.5 per cent in 2015/16, an increase of 0.5 per cent. 
There will also be a similar increase of 0.5 per cent in 
most other tax rate categories. The limit on taxable 
wages for purposes of payroll taxes will remain the 
same, at $750,000. The rate of tax recoverable from 
employees will be set at 5.5 per cent in 2015/16, up 
from 5.25 per cent. This is so that the increase may 
be shared by both employer and employee.  

Payroll concessions currently in place for the 
hospitality, restaurant and retail sectors will be par-
tially rolled back in 2015/16, with businesses in these 
sectors paying a rate of 5.5 per cent. The yield from 
the revised rate structure and partial rollback for pay-
roll tax concessions is estimated at $353 million for 
2015/16. 

The duty on fuel will be raised by 5 cents per 
litre in April 2015 to achieve an additional customs 
revenue of about $9.6 million. 

The yield from land tax will be improved in 
2015/16 by adjusting the rate on ARVs [annual rental 
values] for commercial properties from 4.4 per cent to 
5.5 per cent. The amount of additional tax is estimated 
at $4.1 million. 

The corporate service tax rate will be raised 
from 6 per cent to 7 per cent to achieve additional 
revenue of about $1 million. 

With the pending redevelopment of the L. F. 
Wade International Airport, the airport departure tax 
will be raised from $35.00 to $50.00 per passenger 
and will yield additional revenue of about $5.5 million. 

Various fees for services provided by the De-
partment of Marine and Ports will also be raised, re-
sulting in an increased revenue yield of $280,000. 

Expenditures 
  

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, against the 
background of difficult, but moderately improving, 
economic conditions, Government has set the overall 
budget expenditure, including Current Account and 
Capital Account outlays, debt service and Sinking 
Fund contributions, at $1.151 billion. The forecast re-
duction in current spending is estimated at 3.5 per 
cent, or $33.1 million, after the savings from the fur-
lough have been allocated back into the budget. We 
cannot guarantee that the planned reduction in spend-
ing can be achieved without layoffs of workers in the 
public sector for the coming fiscal year. 

 
Debt Service 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Debt service costs for the 
2015/16 Budget are projected at [$169.9] million, 
5.4 per cent higher than the 2014/15 allocation of 
$161.2 million. This represents $117.6 million in inter-
est payments and a $52.3 million contribution to the 
Government Borrowing Sinking Fund. 

 
Capital Expenditure 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The capital expenditure 
component of the 2015/16 Budget is set at $68.8 mil-
lion, with most of the planned expenditure being con-
struction-related projects already underway. 

 
2014/15 Fiscal Performance 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I will spend 
a few minutes to explain the forecast financial results 
for the current 2014/15 year, as they form the founda-
tion for the 2015/16 Budget. The revised revenue 
forecast of $875.8 million is $25.8 million (or 3 per 
cent) less than the $901.7 million in the 2014/15 ap-
proved budget and is due mainly to weakness in cus-
toms duty receipts, following steady performance in 
the first nine months of fiscal 2013/14. 

The forecast 2014/15 operating expenses of 
core Government are $955.1 million, or $9.4 million 
higher than the $945.8 million originally budgeted in 
2014/15. This resulted from increased demand for 
financial assistance, uninsured cost associated with 
hurricanes Fay and Gonzalo, the cost of airline mini-
mum revenue guarantees, costs associated with the 
America’s Cup, and legal aid and other legal costs 
incurred by government. These amounts were offset 
by underspends in the Ministry of Health and the Min-
istry of Finance. 

Revised capital expenditures for the year 
should come in at $59.4 million, or $2.6 million (or 
4.3 per cent) below the budget allocation of $61.9 mil-
lion. 

Debt service costs for 2014/15 are on budget. 
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Therefore, the overall deficit is now estimated 
to have been revised up by [$32.6] million, or a 
10.9 per cent variance. 

 
Public Debt 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, as at 
March 31st, 2015, gross public debt will stand at 
$2.185 billion, and debt, net of the Sinking Fund, will 
stand at $2.025 billion. There was no new borrowing 
for 2014/15. The 2014/15 deficit was financed by 
drawing funds from the Sinking Fund. As at 
March 31st, 2015, the Sinking Fund balance is pro-
jected to be approximately $160 million. 

As at March 31st, 2016, it is estimated that 
gross public debt will stand at $2.310 billion, and debt 
net of the Sinking Fund, will be $2.192 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2013, the Government set up 
debt-related targets, or rules, that were appropriate for 
an economy the size of Bermuda’s. These rules 
committed the Government to keep public debt at 
such levels that the net debt/GDP ratio would not ex-
ceed 38 per cent. Additionally, the Government rec-
ognized the desirability of achieving a net 
debt/revenue ratio that would not exceed 80 per cent 
and a debt service cost/revenue ratio that would be 
below 10 per cent. We stated these were targets we 
would work toward over the medium term. The Gov-
ernment reaffirms these limits, and with determined 
action they will be achievable. 

As of March 31st, 2015, the net debt/GDP ratio 
will be 36 per cent, the net debt/revenue ratio will be 
231 per cent, and the debt service cost/revenue ratio 
will be 18 per cent. There is much work to do to bring 
our situation into line with these targets. 

  
The Trauma of Cutting Costs 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, when this 
Government was elected, few fully appreciated how 
traumatic cutting the cost of government would really 
be. A plan of cuts of 7 per cent, 5 per cent and 3 per 
cent looked easy enough on paper, but in reality it is 
quite difficult. The events of January 2015 are a tes-
tament to that difficulty. It is why the Government is 
enacting new rules to enforce fiscal discipline in the 
future. 

As Government is in the business of providing 
the public with services of various types, cutting ser-
vices will affect the employees who provide them. 
People who work in the public sector have arranged 
their living standards and, in fact, their lives based on 
certain assumptions about income, health benefits, 
retirement benefits, et cetera. One can expect that 
any abrupt change to those assumptions and routines 
would be unwelcome or viewed with anxiety or suspi-
cion. It is only human nature. Such change will never 
come easy, but the unsustainable position of govern-
ment finances is an overarching reality that must be 

rectified now by us, or it will be imposed on us by an 
external power, and that would be calamitous for 
Bermuda. 

When the Premier and I were on a TV talk 
show recently, I was struck by a telephone caller’s 
question about the public service being “bloated” and 
the image it raised of swollen excess. Figure 9 puts 
this phenomenon into economic context. 

The argument has been made that the public 
sector has had to grow as the economy grew. Fig-
ure 9 demonstrates that public sector employment 
costs roughly paralleled the growth of the economy 
until 2004. But thereafter, employment costs rose 
faster than the economy, and after 2007, when the 
economy began to falter, employment costs kept ris-
ing. That increasing gap is an illustration of the bloat-
ing of the public service. Personnel costs are crippling 
the Bermuda Government’s ability to restore its fiscal 
balance and, by any reasonable standard, are exces-
sive and certainly unsustainable. 

 Mr. Speaker, the Government understands 
and regrets the trauma associated with cost-cutting, 
and we are endeavouring to enact these adjustments 
in ways that minimise the negative fallout for public 
servants. The furlough arrangement that expires on 
March 31st was an example of minimising negative 
fallout. 

The Government was committed to cutting 
spending by 7 per cent for the fiscal year 2014/15. 
The furlough was an important component in helping 
to reach that goal. No one likes the furlough—it is a 
pain in the neck for everyone—but it enabled the 
Government to minimise the negative impact on public 
service employees by avoiding redundancies. 

Bermudians, by and large, are very familiar 
with redundancies. Regardless of the debate over un-
employment figures, one thing is undisputed, and that 
is there are far too many of our citizens seeking work, 
but unable to find it. The approximately 3,000 unem-
ployed people do not include non-Bermudians made 
redundant and returning home, nor does it include 
Bermudians who have given up on Bermuda and 
moved abroad, seeking greener pastures. But there is 
one thing all these people have in common, and it is 
that none of them have been made redundant from 
the public service. None!  

All of Bermuda’s unemployed are from the 
private sector. Let me read that again to be clear—all 
of Bermuda’s unemployed are from the private sector. 
The question of whether or not that is fair is an open 
one. In addition to being let go, many private sector 
workers have been placed on reduced hours or re-
duced days—another name for a furlough. And we are 
not talking about just blue-collar workers; we are also 
referring to people formerly employed in financial ser-
vices, retail and exempted companies. 

Mr. Speaker, public sector workers have fared 
much better than their private sector counterparts dur-
ing this recession. Therefore, the idea that Govern-
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ment, by initially agreeing to and then seeking to con-
tinue furlough days for a further period, is trying to 
place all the burden of the Island’s financial problems 
on its employees is well wide of the mark. 

Two years ago, the unions and the Govern-
ment agreed that one furlough day per month would 
preserve public servants’ jobs. It was true then, and it 
is true now. The financial stresses behind that deci-
sion have not abated. Government has gone more 
than the extra mile to consult with the union leader-
ship, seeking mutually agreed solutions to the gov-
ernment’s financial difficulties. Their participation in 
the budgeting process has been, literally, unprece-
dented. 

The union leadership has now changed its 
mind on the furlough; so be it. The arrangement is 
voluntary, so it cannot be forced. The Government 
appreciates their cooperation in the two-year MOU 
that ends next month, and we presume their change 
in stance is in the interests of their members. How-
ever, the Government’s responsibilities include the 
whole of Bermuda—private sector business, private 
sector workers, public sector workers, charities, chil-
dren, students and seniors. The risks posed by the 
deficit and the public debt threaten the welfare of all 
sectors and all people in this Island, and everyone 
should be prepared to do their part to be part of the 
solution. 
 Mr. Speaker, the notion that fixes can be 
found which are painless or without inconvenience to 
the public is just not realistic. At this stage, there are 
no easy choices, just tough ones, and they are 
choices that must be made. So, in an effort to meet 
our targets, there are a number of adjustments that 
have been made to this budget that we may not have 
taken if the furlough had been renewed. These in-
clude: 

• Placing a cap on Financial Assistance, 
thereby reducing the allocation by $5 million. 

• Cutting costs by $1 million through school 
consolidations. 

• Cutting the Government’s travel budget by $1 
million. 

• Amending the GEHI [Government Employees 
Health Insurance] employee premium contri-
bution for unemployed spouses enrolled in the 
plan, thereby cutting costs by $1.6 million. 

• Suspending the Agricultural Exhibition for one 
year, resulting in $0.4 million cost savings. 

• Suspending a portion of Government’s match-
ing contribution to the Public Service Super-
annuation Fund [PSSF]. 

• Curtailing certain services to the public, which 
may have an effect on staffing levels. 

• Eliminating funded vacant public sector posts. 
• Implementing a hiring freeze that will include 

the freezing of all vacant posts, with only 
statutory and/or necessary posts being filled. 

• Implementing a new centralised hiring struc-
ture whereby all new hiring will require prior 
approval from both the Cabinet Office and the 
Ministry of Finance. 

• Extending the early retirement eligibility plan 
to employees aged 55 years. 

• Requiring uniformed officers to pay 50 per 
cent of their GEHI health insurance premiums, 
consistent with other public officers, saving 
$2.9 million. 
 
 Mr. Speaker, it is clear from these budgeted 

expenditure figures that Government, despite the ad-
justments already mentioned, has not been able to 
meet the expenditure target as required by the Me-
dium Term Expenditure Framework [MTEF]. 

Spending is budgeted to be reduced by 
3.5 per cent, while the MTEF calls for 5 per cent. A 
renewal of the furlough would have enabled us to 
meet that target and to continue our no-redundancy 
pledge. This is unfortunate and undermines the credi-
bility of this Government pertaining to public commit-
ments on cost reductions. This will not play well with 
the rating agencies and our creditors. 

We will endeavour to make further savings not 
included in this budget. There are items that cannot 
be budgeted for, like the effects of moving the early 
retirement age from 60 years to 55. We just do not 
know how many public officers will avail themselves of 
this offer, but this further tightening of monitoring and 
spending control by the Ministry of Finance will result 
in some progress. 

 
Conclusion 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to give special thanks to the staff of the Ministry of 
Finance who, this year, have had to prepare this 
budget under extraordinarily difficult circumstances, in 
view of the uncertainties that prevailed up until just a 
few weeks ago. The fact that this budget has been 
presented on time is a tribute to their dedication and 
hard work. 

 
[Desk thumping] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the stage 
has been set for the next three years. The Two Track 
Strategy is no longer merely an idea. It is a plan that 
has specific, named elements to it on the growth side 
and specific targets and rules on the government 
spending side. Now we just have to execute, as a 
unit—every person doing his or her part to return 
Bermuda to a position of economic stability, sustain-
ability, opportunity and prosperity. This government 
budget has been prepared within that context. 
 I look forward to the day when I can stand 
here and declare that the government has balanced 
its budget and that Bermudians who are seeking work 
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can find it. Getting there will require sacrifices across 
a wide spectrum of Bermuda residents, but it also un-
derscores a promise—that our sacrifice has a specific 
purpose and will not be in vain. A better tomorrow is 
what we seek, and a better tomorrow is what we shall 
achieve. 

Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very much, Min-
ister. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

The Speaker: There are no reports of committees. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 

WRITTEN ANSWERS 
 

The Speaker: Question period. We do have several 
written responses. We have received written re-
sponses from the Minister of Finance, the Minister of 
Public Works, the Minister of Education, the Minister 
of Health.  

We do have questions outstanding that I have 
not received, anyway. And that is from the Honourable 
Premier; the Honourable Minister, Dr. Gibbons; and 
the Honourable Junior Minister S. D. Richards. 
 Can Members attest that those questions will 
be . . . if we can just indicate, please, that those ques-
tions will be . . . 

Yes. The Chair recognises Dr. Gibbons. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as the Clerk will know, the ques-
tions addressed to me by the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Furbert, were incorrectly addressed and should be 
to the Minister of Home Affairs.  
 
The Speaker: Right. So, then what we will do then, 
indeed, is . . . That was not brought to my attention. 
The questions then, the other Minister then should 
respond to those questions. The Minister for Home 
Affairs should answer those questions. 
 Honourable Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning, colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. Good morning, Pre-
mier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Those answers will be 
ready for next week. There is quite a detailed analysis 
that has to be taken. 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 And finally, the Honourable S. D. Richards, 
yes, you had some questions from . . .  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Those questions will be provided next week. We are 
still compiling the information requested. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 So, all those questions will be presented next 
week. Thank you. 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: There are none today. There are 
plenty, but none today. 

 
MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 

 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

 
The Speaker: [There are] no personal explanations. 

 
NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: [There are] no notices of motions. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise first . . . actu-
ally, they all come from the Honourable E. T. Rich-
ards. So, the Minister of Finance, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bills which, ac-
cording to section 36(3) of the Bermuda Constitution, 
require the Governor’s recommendation, so that they 
may be placed on the Order Paper for the next day of 
reading. 
 
The Speaker: Just before you move forward, is it all 
right with Members that he does all the Bills at the 
same time? Any objections to that? 

Please. 
 

FIRST READINGS 
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LAND TAX AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

PAYROLL TAX RATES AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

MISCELLANEOUS TAXES AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

CORPORATE SERVICES TAX AMENDMENT ACT 
2015 

 
TEMPORARY LOANS (REPEAL) ACT 2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. 
 The Land Tax Amendment Act 2015; the Pay-
roll Tax Rates Amendment Act 2015; the Miscellane-
ous Taxes Amendment Act 2015; the Corporate Ser-
vices Tax Amendment Act 2015; and the Temporary 
Loans (Repeal) Act 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 No. Those Bills will all be laid. Thank you. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no Opposition Bills. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: [There are] no Private Members’ Bills. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: [There are] no notices of motions. 

 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 
The Speaker: Orders Nos. 1 through 7 have been 
carried over; is that correct? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Order No. 8. I recognise the Honour-
able D. P. Lister. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, under the provisions of [Stand-
ing Order] 21(2)(c), I ask for leave of the House to 
reinstate the following motion standing in my name. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Carry on, MP Lister. 
 

MOTIONS 
 
APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE TO EX-
AMINE AND REVIEW THE VIABILITY OF THE DE-

COLONISATION OF BERMUDA 
[Reinstated-SO 21(2)(c)] 

Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
That pursuant to Part IV of the Parliament Act 

1957, BE IT RESOLVED that given Bermuda’s colo-
nial status, a Select Committee of the House be ap-
pointed with a mandate to examine and review the 
viability of the decolonisation of Bermuda and report 
to this Honourable House on its findings and recom-
mendations. 

 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Any objections to that? 
 That matter will be placed on the Order Paper. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6, Hamilton West. MP Fur-
bert, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Under the provisions of Standing Order 
21(2)(c), I ask for leave of the House to reinstate the 
following motion standing in my name.  
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on, MP Furbert. 
 

REMUNERATION OF PRINCIPALS OF ENTITIES 
FUNDED BY GOVERNMENT EXCEEDING FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($50,000) ANNUALLY 
[Reinstated-SO 21(2)(c)] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: BE IT RESOLVED by this 
Honourable House that for an entity funded by Gov-
ernment wherein the principals receive remuneration 
that exceeds $50,000 annually, the Minister responsi-
ble for that entity shall, when requested by this Hon-
ourable House, disclose to this House the nature and 
details of the remuneration of the principals of that 
entity as soon as practicable. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 That will be placed on the Order Paper; the 
motion will be placed on the Order Paper. 
 The Chair now will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Southampton East, constituency 29. MP 
Zane De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, under the provisions of Standing 
Order 21(2)(c), I ask for leave of the House to rein-
state the following motion standing in my name. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 None. 

Carry on, MP De Silva. 
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ESCALATION OF HEALTH CARE AND INSUR-
ANCE COSTS 

[Reinstated-SO 21(2)(c)] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That this Honourable 
House take note of the escalation of health care and 
insurance costs and the need to ensure that accessi-
ble and affordable health care is available for every 
member of our community.  
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that being laid? 
 There are none. So, the matter will be placed 
on the Order Paper. Thank you, MP De Silva. 
 That concludes the Orders of the Day, and the 
Chair will recognise, first of all, the Honourable Minis-
ter of Finance. 
 
DEBATE ON THE ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND 

EXPENDITURE BE RESUMED ON FRIDAY, 27 
FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that, under Standing Or-
der 39(3), the debate in the House on the Estimates of 
Revenue and Expenditure be resumed on Friday— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
 The Speaker: Honourable Members, I cannot hear 
the Honourable Minister of Finance. 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I move that, under Stand-
ing Order 39(3), the debate in the House on the Esti-
mates of Revenue and Expenditure be resumed on 
Friday, the 27th of February 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none, so we will continue next Fri-
day. 
 
[Motion carried: Debate on Estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure to be resumed on Friday,  27 February 
2015] 
 
The Speaker:  The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we adjourn until February 27th. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 The House is now adjourned to Friday, Feb-
ruary the 20th, [sic] at 10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

An Hon. Member: February 20th is today. 
 
The Speaker: [The] 27th, I thought I said. Well, if I said 
20 . . . I thought I said 27th. But let me say it again, 
since Members are so awake today. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: Just for clarity’s sake, Mr. Speaker, 
just for clarity. 
 
The Speaker: Probably because they are having an 
early luncheon and all that goes with that. 
 We will return on February the 27th at 
10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 11:49 am, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 27 February 2015.] 
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT  
27 FEBRUARY 2015 

10:03 AM 
Sitting Number 9 of the 2014/15 Session 

 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, 
Speaker] 
 
[Gavel]  
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
13 and 20 February 2015 

 
The Speaker: Good morning, Members. We have 
confirmation of the Minutes of February the 13th and 
February the 20th. Members all should have received 
those Minutes. 
 Are there any corrections necessary for those 
Minutes? 
 There are none. And if none, are there any 
objections to the Minutes? 
 Since there are none, the Minutes are now 
confirmed. 
 
[Minutes of 13 and 20 February 2015 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

The Speaker: There are no messages from the Gov-
ernor. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

OR MEMBER PRESIDING 
 

The Speaker: [There are] no announcements from 
the Speaker. 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 
The Speaker: [There are] no messages from the 
Senate. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITORS 
 
The Speaker: Just before we move forward, we want 
to recognise a lot of students in the Gallery, students 
from Elliot Primary, Primary 3 from Elliot School, with 

their teacher, Ms. Brangman. I want to welcome you 
to the House of Assembly. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Also, we have some Senators sitting in 
here. We have the President of the Senate here, 
blessing our Chamber, and then we have Senator 
Jardine and Senator Dillas-Wright. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: And we also have Senator Marshall 
and Senator Woolridge are here. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER  
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise first the Hon-
ourable Minister for Transport. Minister Crockwell, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

BERMUDA AIR TERMINAL (FEES) AMENDMENT 
REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Bermuda Air 
Terminal (Fees) Amendment Regulations 2015, pro-
posed to be made by the Minister of Tourism Devel-
opment and Transport, under the provision of section 
6(2)(k) of the Civil Airports Act 1949. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to that? 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister, the 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Finance. Honourable E. T. 
Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
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GOVERNMENT FEES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) 
REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, at the Gov-
ernor’s recommendation, and in accordance with sec-
tion 36(3) of the Bermuda Constitution, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Government 
Fees Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, proposed 
to be made by the Minister of Finance under the pro-
visions of section 2 of the Government Fees Act 1965. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  
 Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
  

PETITIONS 
 

The Speaker: There are no petitions. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will first recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister for Education. Minister R. W. Scott, 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND SCHOOL REG-

ISTRATION 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Firstly, Mr. Speaker, thanks for 
your indulgence in allowing me to make this Ministe-
rial Statement this morning. I will keep it brief. 
 As all Members of this Honourable House are 
aware, Bermuda continues to face significant eco-
nomic challenges. The Ministry of Education faces a 
5 per cent budget reduction equivalent to approxi-
mately $5.9 million during the 2015/16 fiscal year. 
This, coupled with continued demographic trends 
such as a decline in student enrolment, has left us 
little choice but to consider restructuring the way pub-
lic education is delivered. 
 As a result of the economic challenges we 
face, we will have to discuss with all interested stake-
holders the requirement for fewer government pre-
schools and primary schools in the first instance, and 
therefore the consolidation or the closure of schools. 
 Mr. Speaker, many parents will be under-
standably concerned, but the Ministry and Department 
of Education stand firm in that our children will be our 
first priority. We will consult and consider the views of 

affected PTAs before any definitive decisions are 
made. We will also consult all key stakeholders. 
 To that end, I have reached out to key stake-
holders, which include the PTAs of primary schools, 
primary school principals and the administrators of 
preschools, to provide in general terms some of the 
factors that have led to the decision to consider clo-
sures. 
 These factors include, by way of example, the 
following demographic trends: 

• a declining birth rate, declining population 
growth rates, emigration and overall declining 
student enrolment; and 

• a decreased budget allotment for the Ministry 
of Education, the Department of Education 
and schools. 
 

 In due course, I will ensure that PTAs, as well 
as other parents, principals, teachers, other school 
staff, unions and community members, are provided 
with more specific data related to: 

• past, current and projected enrolment figures; 
• budgets for preschools and primary schools; 

and 
• cost per student for preschools and primary 

schools. 
 

 Qualitative information will also be provided 
related to safety and health concerns, the state of 
school facilities, the effective and efficient use of 
school facilities, and the consideration of optimal pre-
school and primary school size for effective educa-
tional delivery. 
 Mr. Speaker, decisions on school closures 
and consolidation can only be made following consul-
tation with PTAs and stakeholders. Accordingly, a de-
cision has been made to suspend the 2015 school 
registration process for preschools and primary 
schools. 
 As such, it is necessary to delay decisions on 
school registration until after a determination has been 
made on school closures and consolidation, and at 
least until the end of April 2015. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 We have one other Statement, which is not 
actually on the Order Paper, but we have our Ministe-
rial Statement from Minister Crockwell. So I will rec-
ognise Minister Shawn Crockwell, the Minister of 
Tourism Development and Transport. 
 

BUS SERVICE DISRUPTION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and I appreciate your indulgence. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to advise and 
update this Honourable House and members of the 
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public on the recent schedule interruptions with the 
public bus services. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Department of Public Trans-
portation [DPT] currently has 10 bus operators who 
are out on long-term sick leave, and the service has 
been further impacted by operators out sick during 
this cold and flu season. In addition, the department 
has implemented a ban on overtime, and the combi-
nation of these factors is impacting the scheduling of 
bus runs. 
 Mr. Speaker, there have been some delays of 
certain bus runs, as well as some cancellations, as a 
result of the current situation at the Department of 
Public Transportation. However, I must commend the 
DPT staff and especially the bus operators for per-
forming well under these circumstances. The depart-
ment has worked diligently to keep service disruptions 
to a minimum. For clarity, there are 196 scheduled 
bus runs each weekday until noon, and the same in 
the afternoon, for a total of 392 bus runs per weekday. 
Saturdays and Sundays have fewer bus runs. Yester-
day, there were 10 operators out sick in addition to the 
10 who are out on long-term sickness, which resulted 
in approximately 40 cancelled runs, which equates to 
roughly 10 per cent of the total runs. 
 Mr. Speaker, admittedly, this is not ideal, but I 
am pleased to say that the DPT staff and the bus op-
erators are working together to ensure that the core 
commuter routes and services are provided to mini-
mise the impact of disruptions to the travelling public 
who rely on the bus service. Additionally, the DPT is 
advising the public daily of bus cancellations via the 
media, as well as on the Government of Bermuda 
website homepage. 
 Mr. Speaker, representatives from the Ministry 
of Tourism Development and Transport and the Ber-
muda Industrial Union [BIU] have met, with the pri-
mary objective of the meeting [being] to collectively 
address the current shortage of bus operators due to 
illnesses and the impact the shortage is having on the 
bus service. The attendees included myself; my Per-
manent Secretary; the BIU President, who initiated the 
meeting; along with other senior Ministry and BIU offi-
cials. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to report that the 
meeting was very productive, and some very good 
practical solutions were presented and discussed. We 
are confident that this issue will be resolved soonest, 
as the Ministry and the BIU continue to work through 
this process together. 
 Mr. Speaker, the DPT will continue to keep 
the public updated on service levels, and they sin-
cerely appreciate the public’s patience and under-
standing at this time. I will continue to keep Members 
fully apprised of this situation. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

The Speaker: On Reports of Committees, there are 
none. 

 
QUESTION PERIOD 

 
The Speaker: We now move to Question Period. 
 We have had responses from Ministers that 
were carried over from last week. The Honourable 
Premier, and the Honourable Junior Minister Rich-
ards—all those written answers have been received. 
Also, they were carried over from last week. 
 

WRITTEN ANSWERS 
 
Hon. M. H. Dunkley to provide written answers to par-
liamentary questions from Mr. M. A. Bean 
  
1. Will the Honourable Premier please share with 

this Honourable House the total number of estab-
lished positions (by Ministry) that became vacant 
during December 18, 2012 – January 31, 2015? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Premier please share with 

this Honourable House the total number of estab-
lished positions (by Ministry) filled by permanent 
appointment during December 18, 2012 – Janu-
ary 31, 2015? 

 
3. Will the Honourable Premier please share with 

this Honourable House the total number of tem-
porary employees (by Ministry) hired during De-
cember 18, 2012 – January 31, 2015? 

 
Mr. S. D. Richards to provide written answers to par-
liamentary questions from Hon. W. Furbert  
 
1. Will the Honourable Minister please provide this 

Honourable House with the following statistics 
regarding applications under Section (5)(1) of the 
Economic Development Act, specifically; date re-
ceived, company position and approval status? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Minister please provide this 

Honourable House with the statistics regarding 
applications under Section 3B of the Economic 
Development Act, specifically; date approved, 
company, and number of exempted employees? 

 
3. Will the Honourable Minister please table in this 

Honourable House the guidelines issued by the 
Minister under Section 5(4A) of the Economic 
Development Act? 

 
Hon. S. D. Richards to provide written responses to 
parliamentary questions from Mr. R. Commissiong 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministerial%20Statment%20-%20S%20Crockwell%20-%20Feb%2027%202015.pdf


810 27 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
1. Will the Honourable Junior Minister please share 

with this Honourable House the total number of 
work permits (1-2 years, 3-5 years, over 5 years) 
that have been issued during 2012, 2013 and 
2014? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Junior Minister please share 

with this Honourable House the amount of Ber-
muda Status applications granted under Section 
20(B)(2)(b) of the Bermuda Immigration and Pro-
tection Act for the period December 18, 2012 – 
February 10, 2015? 

 
The Speaker: And this week, we have S. D. Richards’ 
written answers to MP Roban. 
 
1. Will the Honourable Junior Minister please provide 

this Honourable House with the number of ma-
sons, plumbers and carpenters who are on work 
permits as of January 31, 2015? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Junior Minister please provide 

this Honourable House with the number of ma-
sons, plumbers and carpenters who are registered 
as unemployed with the Department of Workforce 
Development as of January 31, 2015? 

 
The Speaker: And we have Dr. Gibbons’ written an-
swers to MP Blakeney. 
 
1. Will the Honourable Minister please inform this 

Honourable House of the names of the companies 
that have applied for a licence under section 114 
B of the Companies Act in 2014? 

2. Will the Honourable Minister please inform this 
Honourable House the names of the companies 
that have received a licence under Section 114 B 
of the Companies Act in 2014? 

The Speaker: I will now recognise the Honourable 
Member Burt. (First of all, did you have questions on 
the Ministerial Statement? No.) 
 First of all, we will do the oral questions. We 
have oral questions for the Minister of Finance, from 
MP Burt. 

The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Shadow Minister of Finance, MP Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: In regard to questions to the Hon-
ourable Minister of Finance, question number one, Mr. 
Speaker: Will the Honourable Minister of Finance 
please advise this Honourable House of the status of 
regulations to be made by him under section 33(2)(a) 

of the Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) 
Act 1969? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to defer the answer to this question, and the next one, 
until the next meeting. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. 
 It is quite all right; he can [do that] if he would 
like to.  So we will defer. We will make sure that we 
have the answer. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes, he has the right to do that, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Okay. So now the Chair will recognise . . . 
yes? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Can I ask a supplemental, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: No. He said that he is not going to— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But is there any explanation for 
the reason why the things are deferred? 
 
The Speaker: Well, I accept the fact that he wants to 
answer the question next week. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But I ask if he could offer the 
House an explanation as to the reason for the defer-
ment, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Minister, would you care to 
say anything to that? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: All right. No. The Member has the right, 
Honourable Member Burt. He has the right, and he 
will answer the question next week. 
 Yes? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I do not believe I got the answers to the re-
quest . . . 
 
The Speaker: Well, okay. Then we will make sure. 
They were written answers? They were sent here. So 
it is not the . . . We will make sure that they get to you, 
because I have seen them. So if I have seen them, 
then they should have been passed on to you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
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The Speaker: If they have not been, then it falls on 
the office here, and we will make sure that you get 
them. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, sir. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Mr. Speaker, with your indul-
gence? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. I do believe I had 
answers to questions which I should have received 
last week, as well, and I did not.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
The Clerk: They are already at hand. Okay? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Madam Clerk. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Now we will move to the Ministe-
rial Statements. 
 And I will first call on the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the Honourable Member from constituency 26, 
Warwick South Central. Leader of the Opposition, 
Marc Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, last week, the 
Minister of Finance stated that the problems with edu-
cation are systemic. Would the Minister of Education 
agree that this initiative, as contained in this State-
ment, is both ad hoc and piecemeal and contrary to 
any strategic reform of the public education system? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: No, I would not agree with that 
statement. 
 
The Speaker: MP Bean, yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Would the Honourable Minis-
ter care to explain how this initiative is part of a strate-
gic reform process? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes. I think, as it is contained 
in the Statement, we have to look at demographic 
trends like decline in birth rate, decline in population, 
and look at the overall student enrolment data. We 
have to look at the costs per student. As the Minister 
of Education, I will go as children first. Then all of 
those things, I believe, are part of a quality education, 
as well as excellence in the classroom. So this is a 
good opportunity to let us look at that data. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Honourable Member Bean again, 
yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Minister refers to factors by way of example of the 
following demographic trends, and the first factor I 
quote as “a declining birth rate, declining population 
growth rates, emigration and overall declining student 
enrolment.” My question, Mr. Speaker, is, Has this 
example led to the same negative effects on the pri-
vate schools in Bermuda as they have on public 
schools? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I could not answer that ques-
tion. I have no responsibility for private schools. I can 
say that it is extraordinarily valid with regard to our 
elementary schools, and that is my responsibility, re-
mit and concern at this point. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of 
Education will have some degree of responsibility for 
private education in Bermuda. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I have a supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
  
The Speaker: Yes? 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Will the Minister admit, then, 
that the real factor is a lack of confidence, by parents 
in particular, in the public education system? 
  
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: That question we can sit here 
and have an hour conversation on. I think that there is 
no question that there are concerns with the education 
system as a whole. On the other hand, there are 
some extraordinarily excellent things happening in our 
education system with all of our students. 
 Part of my remit is to have that conversation 
and to change the dialogue. Unfortunately, we tend to 
hear nothing but negativity, for the most part, around 
our education system. But there are some very good 
things happening, and that message needs to get out 
a lot more. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP? Okay. All right. 
 You have a supplementary, the Honourable 
Member? I will recognise the Member from constitu-
ency 17, Pembroke Central. MP Brown, you have a 
supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Honourable Min-
ister can answer the question. Would the Minister ac-
cept that, with the state of reforms currently underway 
with the public education system and with the positive 
impact of those reforms, there would be an increase in 
student enrolment in public education, and that would 
speak sufficiently to increasing levels of confidence? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I mean, that is a theoretical 
question. I mean, how long is a piece of string? 
 Certainly, I would think that if there is more 
confidence in our public education system, you would 
think that that would have a positive result in enrol-
ment figures, as you have had children leave our edu-
cation system for private schools. But that has nothing 
to do really with our overall declining birth rate, and 
we have fewer children today than we did in years 
gone past. And that trend does not seem to be chang-
ing anytime soon. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: You have another supplementary? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

Mr. Walton Brown: I did not think I asked an abstract 
question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just carry on, carry on. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, elucidation for the House, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, does the Minister 
accept at all that the 50 per cent rate of attendance of 
private schools by students represents a fundamental 
challenge for our public education system, and that 
that figure of 50 per cent is abnormal when compared 
to other jurisdictions? And would the Minister, again, 
recognise that increased confidence will mean an in-
creased percentage of our students enrolled in public 
education as opposed to private education? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Mr. Speaker, I think the parent 
will always have a choice, and that choice is very im-
portant. It is the Government’s responsibility to ensure 
that our public education system provides the best 
possible quality for our children, and that is my goal 
and remit as the Minister of Education. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: What, then, is the measure of 
success? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: The measure of success for 
students is to see, to continue to see student excel-
lence. You want to see our student assessment 
scores going up. You want to see graduation rates 
continuing to rise. There are many good programmes 
in our schools, as I have made a Ministerial Statement 
two weeks ago that we are seeing students graduat-
ing from high school with industry certifications. These 
are measures of success that . . . You know, the best 
way to change the nation is to ensure that we educate 
our people. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary? You did not 
indicate to me that you had a question, Honourable 
Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the MP from 
St. David’s, constituency 3, MP Foggo, who is the 
Shadow Minister for Education. You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. I will just go on a slightly 
different tack, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I would like to know from the 
Minister if any consideration has been given to the 
impact that reducing the number of preschools will 
have currently on those impoverished families which 
do rely heavily on our preschool system, and who, 
many of whom, do have assistance? When they can-
not send their children to the preschools, they put 
them in day care. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: That is a very good question. 
And the number of preschools and the number of 
places available for children is not necessarily a direct 
correlation. So what is of utmost importance is the 
number of spaces available for our children to ensure 
that it is adequate, based on our enrolment data. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, if you would allow me to 
answer a question that I heard from across the floor, 
not officially. A comment was made, as well, Well, why 
do we— 
 
The Speaker: Don’t . . . Don’t . . . You will just answer 
the question. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I think it is very relevant, Mr. 
Speaker, to the question that was just asked. And the 
question was, Well, why do we cut the budget? And, 
you know, if— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you will have 
time to do that when we are discussing the budget. 
Yes? So, it was not a question that came through me. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Okay. Well, let me just say, 
Mr. Speaker, again in response to the question that 
was just asked by the Shadow Education Minister, we 
will ensure that we have adequate spaces available 
for our children. We will ensure that, you know, chil-
dren come first, and that we are spending every dollar 
most effectively to reach those children in the best 
possible way. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary? Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, given the teacher/student 
ratio, Mr. Minister, in the preschool, I would wonder 
when we do not have teachers to the required number 
of students [now], how you are going to facilitate that if 
that currently is not the case? 

 In other words, we currently do not have the 
proper teacher/student ratio in all of our preschools. 
And you are saying that you will ensure that you will 
increase the numbers for the preschool. You will be 
able to take care of them. And currently, we do not 
have sufficient teachers now at the preschool level in 
some of the schools. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Mr. Speaker, I think that facts 
will show that we have more than an adequate num-
ber of teachers in our school system. And we do have 
to do some work with ensuring that we have staff in 
adequate areas, because there are places where we 
have excess staff, and there are places where you do 
not have enough staff. 
 And this is not a direct correlation between 
dollars and cents and the number of schools you have 
in play. I think one of the most important factors is, 
what are the outcomes? What are the results? And if 
dollars and results had a direct correlation, when the 
Education Budget was $150 million, we would have 
been having excellent results. But, unfortunately, that 
was not the case, and they were some of our poorest 
results. 
 So my focus, Mr. Speaker, is to ensure that 
we do what we can in the Ministry to ensure that we 
align our resources effectively to provide the best 
possible service to our students. And that, Bermuda, 
you have my commitment for. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise first the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke South East, constituency 21. 
You have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, to the Minister, bearing in mind 
that we are entering into a demographic winter in that 
regard—the median age of a Bermudian now is 42 
years of age—is there any consideration of formulat-
ing a 10-year plan with respect to this issue? As, quite 
expectedly, I think if these trends are identified at the 
preschool and primary school level eventually they will 
begin to impact at the senior school and even the 
Bermuda College level. Are there any plans in play as 
to how we would address this issue as those demo-
graphic trends become more apparent at the higher 
levels? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
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Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I like those words, democratic 
[sic] winter— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Demographic winter. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Demographic winter, I mean. 
Sorry, yes. I was just smiling at the “winter.” 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, speak to the 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: But, Mr. Speaker, if you look at 
what this Ministerial Statement says, it speaks directly 
to what the Member was just asking. We absolutely 
must look at this information and make decisions 
based on that data. Data-driven decisions. Let us not 
make decisions because it sounds right, feels right 
and gets the pat on the back. 
 I have said many times, Mr. Speaker, that I 
am more concerned with making the right decisions 
than I am with trying to position myself to be re-
elected. I will make the decisions that need to be 
made, and this information, with regard to looking at 
our demographics, looking at our birth rates, looking 
at putting a plan in place to ensure that our children 
are guaranteed excellence to the best of our ability is 
a primary objective of mine. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, the Chair will now recognise the Honour-
able Member from Hamilton West, constituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: You have a supplementary. MP Wayne 
Furbert, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, the Minister’s 
consolidation and these changes that he hopes to 
make, can he guarantee that there will be no teacher 
cuts? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? Would you repeat it, please? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Can the Minister guarantee 
that there will be no cuts in teachers? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I could not guarantee that I will 
be alive tomorrow. One thing that I will say is that I will 
do my utmost to ensure that we can make whatever 
changes . . . Because there have been no decisions 
that have been made to this date. Let me point that 
out. There are no decisions, Mr. Speaker, that have 
been made in this regard. We are starting to put to-
gether information. The plan is to present this informa-
tion to the various groups. I have committed to meet 
with the principals, the PTAs. I have committed to 

meet with the teachers. I have committed to meet with 
the schools and the public at large. 
 We will be putting this information out. We will 
be making decisions based on that. I would absolutely 
love to be able to do that without one person losing 
their job. I do not have the answers to any of this. And 
this decline in . . . You know, we are in 2015. If you 
look at the declining rates in our population and stu-
dents, going back even 15 years ago, this is some-
thing that is long overdue to be looked at. And it is the 
responsible thing to do. And I take my responsibility 
very seriously. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise now MP Foggo. Your 
second question? Mm-hmm. 
 

QUESTION 2: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. Minister, given what you 
have shared with us, I have this question for you: How 
do you plan on, if indeed you go ahead with the con-
solidation and we find that a large majority of the 
young ones are not being placed in day care, what are 
you going to do to ensure that those who enter the 
elementary school system have the required skills in 
order to operate proficiently at that level? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Again, Mr. Speaker, that is a— 
 
The Speaker: It is a hypothetical question, I think, 
yes. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Very hypothetical question. 
However, I will attempt to address that hypothetical 
with some facts. And the facts are we have more than 
adequate spaces available in our preschools and our 
elementary schools and our middle schools and sen-
ior schools to more than compensate for the number 
of students we have. 
 You know, I was reading an article the other 
day that one school district just outside of Philadelphia 
(if you will indulge me for one second, Mr. Speaker) 
. . . This is one of the top-performing school districts in 
the country. 
 
The Speaker: Not too long. We are not here for a 
speech. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And they have over 8,000 stu-
dents, with two senior schools, two middle schools 
and four primary schools—the number of schools and 
the number of students. And what we need to do in 
Bermuda has been out of alignment for a little while. 
And I think that this is stuff that we need to actually 
talk about and have a discussion. 
 But first and foremost, let me assure that 
Member that we will not be in a position where we 
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have students who are registered for school across 
the gamut of public schools [but] we do not have 
available space for them. That will not happen. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. Thank you, Min-
ister. 
 Yes, the Chair recognises the Member from 
constituency 6. MP Furbert, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, recognising 
that salaries are probably the largest cost within edu-
cation for the Ministry itself, would the Minister agree 
that the cuts in staff are probably more likely than less 
likely? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I would not agree with that 
statement. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I had a senior 
moment. One moment. 
 
The Speaker: Take your time. Seniors take a little 
longer than others. So I am cognisant. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I am cognisant. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And you would know that, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I am most cognisant. 
 

QUESTION 2: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, can the Minis-
ter give this House, since he talks about waiting for a 
period in regard to registration . . . Can the Minister 
give this House . . . has he thought of a timetable that 
he can give this House when he will be making a final 
decision? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Absolutely, Mr. Speaker. And I 
think that, as the Statement says, on the last sen-
tence— 

The Speaker: April or something? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: At least until the end of April. 
 Look. This is not something that needs to take 
a year or six months to go through. Let us look at the 
data. Let us discuss it. Let us figure out what that 
looks like. Let us make some decisions and get on 
with it. Because, again, my primary objective is mak-
ing sure that we do what is best for the children—
children first. Everything else will sort itself out, and to 
some extent has been a distraction. 
 So, if the goal is to have this done by the end 
of April— 
 
The Speaker: I think you answered the question, 
Honourable Minister. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: —then if you backwards-
engineer all of that, that would imply that you would 
have had consultation, you would have had discus-
sions, you would have had town hall meetings and a 
decision would have been made by that time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 All right. We have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: We have the Member from constitu-
ency 5, Hamilton East. MP D. V. Burgess, you have 
the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, would the Honourable Minister 
inform this House, as there will be 17 fewer employ-
ees in the Department of Education, reduced by 17, 
will that be through retirement? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I think that question is directly 
anticipating the Budget Debate, and I will gladly an-
swer that question on Wednesday when I do my 
budget. 
 
The Speaker: All right. That is fair. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: But, no, that is not the case. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: We are starting off in a very humorous 
manner on this Friday morning. I did not realise we 
had so many jokers in the House. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke Central, constituency 17, MP 
Walton Brown. You have a supplementary, correct? 
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Mr. Walton Brown: A supplementary, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Ministry of Education has a 
number of objectives. Is one of those objectives to 
increase the ratio of students in public education? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Based on that question, I 
would have to say no. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Mem-
ber from constituency 3, your third question? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 3: SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Minister, given the possible 
commitment to consolidation of schools, keeping in 
mind the requirements in terms of student/teacher 
ratio, would you not agree, then, it should necessitate 
that you increase the teaching population? Because if 
we have greater numbers—when you consolidate, if 
we have greater numbers of students in our pre-
schools, it would require that you increase the teach-
ing population to adhere to the strict teacher/student 
ratio at that level. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Okay. Let me try to say this a 
different way, Mr. Speaker. Our student populations 
are declining, which means we have fewer students. 
We have fewer students this year than we had last 
year. We had fewer students last year than we did the 
year before. And in our elementary school years, as 
an example, in 1990, we had just under 5,000, like 
4,900—[it is] 2,600 now. That is 1,300 students fewer, 
and as a percentage, that is significant. That question 
that the Shadow Minister asked is fundamentally in-
correct. 
 Now, in theory, if we had more students, 
would we need more teachers? Absolutely. That is not 
the case. And we know we do not. Statistical data tell 
us that we do not. Census data tell us that we do not. 
Enrolment data tell us that we do not. I do not know 

why the Shadow Minister would think that that is not 
the case. I just do not understand. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Supplementary. 

To answer the question, we still have many of 
our children who are enrolled in the private day-care 
system. With the economic trends, Mr. Minister, we 
may find the situation where we have parents who 
cannot afford to send them to day care, and they will 
have to be filtered out into the public preschools. And 
that is one of the reasons why I asked that question. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 You do not need to answer. That was [not a] 
question, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I would love to . . .  
 
The Speaker: There is no need. 
 That completes the questions in regard to the 
education Statement. 
 We now move to the Statement on transporta-
tion. No one came to me, so I guess there are no 
questions. 
 That completes our questions. 
 
[Pause] 

 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: We now move to congratulatory . . . 
[NO AUDIO 10:46:20 to 10:49:29]. 
 All right. Thank you, Honourable Members. 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches. I think it is 
in agreement that we carry this over until Monday. We 
will do it Monday, because we are so anxious to hear 
from the Honourable Member from constituency 18. 

 
MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 

 
SELECTION OF NEW INFORMATION COMMIS-

SIONER 
 

The Speaker: Under matters of privilege, we will allow 
the Opposition Leader to have a question. Yes, carry 
on. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
appreciate the opportunity. I have a question to the 
Honourable Premier. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has recently come to our at-
tention that the new Information Commissioner has 
been selected, and that Information Commissioner, 
that selection was actually contrary to the board rec-
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ommendation of the Honourable Premier, which was 
vouched for, signed off by myself after consultation as 
the Opposition Leader. 
 Could the Honourable Premier provide this 
Honourable Chamber with any additional information 
in that regard? 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning, colleagues. 
 In regard to the Information Commissioner, as 
the Opposition Leader has stated, Mr. Speaker, just 
by way of background for this Honourable House, a 
couple of weeks ago the selection panel had met and 
made recommendations. What we have to do as a 
Government is, we have to consult with the Opposi-
tion Leader first and then send our recommendations 
to Government House for approval on this position, 
which is similar to the Ombudsman, as well. 
 That was done. The Opposition Leader sup-
ported the recommendations. There were three can-
didates listed in order of preference, as recommended 
by the selection panel. That was sent to Government 
House for approval by His Excellency the Governor. 
And the announcement today by the Governor on the 
Information Commissioner pulled somebody from that 
list of three, but it was not the top preference as listed 
in the letter. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 

 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no personal explanations. 

 
NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: [There are] no notices of motions. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 

The Speaker: We have introduction of Bills. 
 The Chair will first recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Finance. 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 

STAMP DUTIES AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION TEMPO-
RARY AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bills, which, according to section 36(3) of the Ber-
muda Constitution, require the Governor’s recom-
mendation, so that they may be placed on the Order 
Paper for the next meeting: 
 Firstly, the Stamp Duties Amendment Act 
2015; secondly, the Customs Tariff Amendment Act 
2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am also introducing the follow-
ing Bill so that it may be placed on the Order Paper for 
the next meeting, and that is the Public Service Su-
perannuation Temporary Amendment Act 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to those matters? 
 There are none. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: We do have an Opposition Bill. So the 
Chair will recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency . . . 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: [Constituency] 34. 
 
The Speaker: [Constituency] 34. (I should know that.) 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable and Learned Member, 
Kim Wilson, from constituency 34. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN FOOD DONATION ACT 2015 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Pursuant to Standing Order 14(6) 
and Standing Order 28, I move that the following Bill 
be introduced for the first reading and be placed on 
the Order Paper, namely, the Good Samaritan Food 
Donation Act 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, in pursuance to Standing Order 
28(6), a brief explanation and the purpose of the Bill 
are as follows: This Bill will allow for restaurants, gro-
cery stores and other food establishments to donate 
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food items to charities without the risk of civil liability. 
The Act would offer legal protection to people who 
give reasonable assistance via food donations for 
non-profit or monetary consideration to those who are 
in need. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none, so the Bill will be placed on 
the Order Paper.  
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no other Bills. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: [There are] no notices of motions. 

 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 
The Speaker: Orders of the Day, I will recognise first 
the Honourable Minister of Finance, the Deputy Pre-
mier. E. T. Richards, you have the floor. 
 

MOTION 
 

APPROVAL OF THE ESTIMATES OF REVENUE 
AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 2015/16 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Estimates of 
Revenue and Expenditure for the Year 2015/16 be 
approved, and I will reserve any further commentary 
for after the debate has taken place here in the 
House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. So the Chair will recognise 
the Honourable Member from Pembroke West Cen-
tral, constituency 18, the Shadow Minister of Finance, 
E. David G. Burt. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning.  
 

REPLY TO THE BUDGET STATEMENT  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning to you. Good morn-
ing to the members in the Gallery, especially my fam-
ily. Good morning to our listening audience and Ber-
mudians listening worldwide. 
 Mr. Speaker, never before in our country’s 
history have we faced the situation that we do today: 

Bermudians are losing hope. When you canvass the 
hills of Bermuda or visit the community clubs, it is not 
unusual to hear Bermudians say, “Bermuda is fin-
ished”; “I’m looking to move”; “I don’t see a future here 
in my country.” We are faced with a crisis of confi-
dence of our people, who fear for their job security, 
who fear for their children, who fear for their future. 
 The job of budgets is to represent the priori-
ties of the Government and demonstrate how the re-
sources of a country will be used to advance its peo-
ple. Therefore, the Budget is an opportunity for the 
government of the day to communicate to the people 
how they will address the current challenges and re-
store hope. Bermudians looking for solutions and 
hope will find the Budget as presented quite limited, 
as it contains few prospects for future growth and 
jobs. 
 Mr. Speaker, we will applaud the OBA on 
successes that lead to a better life for our people, but 
we will not be deterred from offering constructive criti-
cism when we see them off track. That is the leader-
ship that we have provided and will continue to pro-
vide in this Chamber when it comes to matters of fi-
nance and the economy. For when Bermuda suc-
ceeds, it is not a victory for the PLP or the OBA; it is a 
victory for our people. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am fascinated by the recent 
calls for togetherness, for unity of purpose, and the 
appeals to our joint citizenship that makes us Ber-
mudians. I say “fascinated,” Mr. Speaker, because 
these calls are laced with the suggestion that to chal-
lenge an OBA plan or policy is somehow disloyal or to 
not love this country. 
 The Bermuda Constitution sets out every citi-
zen’s right to various freedoms, including the right to 
freedom of expression. We will not always agree on 
how to address Bermuda’s problems, but we must 
embrace those differing views and respect our rights 
to express them in order to achieve true unity and 
success. We cannot move Bermuda forward unless 
we stop attacking those who disagree with us as unin-
formed, disloyal, or not having Bermuda’s best inter-
est at heart. 
 As the Minister of Finance set out his affinity 
for his country as the guiding force for his work, as the 
Shadow Minister of Finance I take the same license 
and say that we on this side of the House, Bermudi-
ans all, equally, have the best interest of this country 
and her people at heart. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are no easy decisions go-
ing forward. As the Government-in-waiting, we know 
that we cannot be all things to all people, and we are 
prepared to make the tough choices that are neces-
sary to build a better future for Bermuda. The situation 
at hand requires ideas and a vision for the future. 
Short-term fixes and short-term stimulus are not 
enough. What we require is a fundamental transfor-
mation of our economy; and on that measure, again, 
the One Bermuda Alliance Budget has come up short. 
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 While there is a concerted effort to reduce the 
deficit, the OBA seems content with tackling the 
symptoms and not fixing the problem—a broken and 
unbalanced economy that continues to shrink. Instead 
of concrete investments needed to grow our economy, 
instead of a cohesive, visionary plan that will guide us 
into the future as a stronger Bermuda, we have been 
presented with proposals which fail to take us beyond 
the next election cycle. 
 Today, Mr. Speaker, I will talk about the past, 
the present and the future. I will remind Members and 
the people of Bermuda where we have come from and 
provide an outline of steps we can take right now to 
restore hope to our people. Most importantly, I will 
present a vision for the future that does not end in 
2017, but instead ends with the transformation of the 
Bermuda economy by the year 2025. 
 Mr. Speaker, my job on this day is to respond 
to the Budget presented to the people of Bermuda last 
week. It should come as no surprise that we in the 
Progressive Labour Party have a different approach to 
the Budget, as we differ from the One Bermuda Alli-
ance in many areas of policy. 
 In the Progressive Labour Party, we believe 
that Government is a tool to effect public good, an 
instrument of empowerment and a safety net for those 
most in need in our society. We are committed to 
helping those who need help and to lifting up those 
who are trying to better themselves. 
 Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the Members opposite do 
not appear to share our concern. The Chair of the 
One Bermuda Alliance gave voice to her party’s ethos 
in an opinion column of September 2014 in which she 
said (and I quote), 
 “There are many voices in this community 
which say we should be spending money to shield 
Bermudians from the consequences of today’s reali-
ties. Forget about foreigners, they say. Forget about 
international business. Do more for our people. Give 
jobs to Bermudians. Increase pensions. Give students 
more money for college. Give seniors better health-
care. Invest, they say, in Bermudians. 

“We have difficulty at the moment paying the 
bills. We have no savings. What money would we use 
to make these investments? 

“Of course, the voices we are hearing belong 
to the people who got us into this mess in the first 
place. The[y] want to take back the reins of power. 

“But where do you think they would find the 
money for this bonanza of presents for ‘our people’?” 
 End quote, Mr. Speaker. That was Senator 
Lynne Woolridge on September 24, 2014. 
 Mr. Speaker, this shocking passage sets out 
the difference, the core difference between us. We on 
this side do not view jobs for our people, investing in 
Bermudians, providing money to support college stu-
dents, health care and increased pensions for our 
seniors as a “bonanza of presents.” The people of 
Bermuda have every right to expect such services 

from their Government, and it is our duty to provide 
them! The sacred trust through which we were all 
elected requires that we do right by all manner of 
people without favour, affection or ill will. 
 Mr. Speaker, budgets represent the priorities 
of a country, budgets represent the vision of a nation 
and budgets are the tools used to align our country’s 
investment to match the plan which is articulated by 
the Government. Though the One Bermuda Alliance 
means well, their plans fall short of what Bermuda 
needs. 
 

Cuts for Cuts’ Sake 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, while the Minister 
insists on looking forward, it is important that we take 
a look back to examine the year that was and the dif-
ferent outcomes that could have been achieved with a 
different strategy. 
 Before we look at last year’s numbers, we 
must briefly reflect on the debate between investment 
and austerity, which was a hot topic prior to the 2012 
election. Deep cuts in Government spending will 
weaken an economy—that is a law of economics and 
is beyond dispute! 
 We have learned from local and international 
experience that instituting cuts across the board does 
not work. The Minister is fond of saying that he is (and 
I quote) cleaning up the PLP’s mess, but the Minister 
would be wise to learn from the PLP’s mistakes. In 
2011, the PLP embarked on a plan of aggressive 
spending reductions. Following that experience, ex-
perts warned the Ministry of Finance against across-
the-board cuts, by saying (and I quote, Mr. Speaker), 
“Budget cuts have often reduced productive invest-
ment spending rather than cutting into inefficiencies in 
service delivery, which undermines future fiscal ca-
pacity to service debt.” And that was from the Pre-
Budget Report of [2012-13]. 
 Mr. Speaker, what that is saying is that cuts 
for cuts’ sake do not work. Cuts do not tackle ineffi-
ciency, which is the core of the problem, and they of-
ten reduce productive investment. This means that 
cuts without focusing on efficiencies can actually 
make our budget problems worse. 
 The 2013 Pre-Budget Report then goes on to 
say (and I quote), “However, transferring spending 
from ineffective to effective uses can improve the 
trade-off in later budgets by boosting future growth 
and future revenue collections thus increasing future 
fiscal space. This has led the International Monetary 
Fund to broaden its focus from fiscal adjustment 
based on cutting aggregate spending and, unavoid-
ably, jobs, to a broader focus on re-prioritising spend-
ing so as to enhance future fiscal space and future 
options for cutting debt.” 
 In a nutshell, Mr. Speaker, it is not the cuts 
that matter, but it is how you spend your resources. If 
you spend on investments that generate a return, you 
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grow your economy and increase your revenue, which 
allows more fiscal space to reduce debt in the future. 
 Mr. Speaker, the definition of the word “invest” 
is as follows: to put money to use, by purchase or ex-
penditure, in something offering potential profitable 
returns, as interest, income or appreciation in value. 
What we as a country need is to determine the best 
way to invest our scarce resources. Sound invest-
ments yield a return and, given our limited resources, 
it makes the most sense to re-prioritise our spending 
on investments that can deliver the greatest return so 
that we can grow our economy. 
 

2014/15 Review 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, last year I spoke at 
length on an alternative PLP Budget, one that, while 
reducing spending, would have made critical invest-
ments in our future. Last year, we pledged that, if we 
were Government, we would have reduced current 
spending by $40 million, compared with the OBA’s 
stated pledge to reduce current spending by $70 mil-
lion. The extra $30 million in spending was earmarked 
for: 

• education; 
• energy; 
• the Tourism Authority; 
• training, scholarships and workforce devel-

opment; 
• community, children and sports; 
• national security; 
• e-Government; and 
• the Bermuda College. 

 
 It was our view that, while we needed to 
tighten our belts, we did not want to cut back spending 
too quickly and choke off any nascent recovery. Addi-
tionally, the money above would be used for produc-
tive investments in educating our young, and in-
creased training for our teachers; promoting the green 
economy by expanding rebates for renewable energy 
installations; bringing more tourists to our shores by 
increasing our marketing; retraining Bermudians for 
the jobs of today and the future; developing our com-
munity centres and investing in our youth; providing 
better access to the Bermuda College; and using 
technology to streamline Government and increase 
efficiency in the civil service. 
 Mr. Speaker, though these items represented 
current spending, they would also have represented 
sound investments in our future. An additional 
$5 million invested in tourism would have certainly 
helped our hoteliers, restaurants, retail and taxi indus-
tries. The expansion of the energy rebate programme 
would have injected new life into the growing renew-
able energy industry; and the investments in educa-
tion, retraining and the Bermuda College would have 
equipped our unemployed to be in a position to take 

on skilled positions and reduce the demand for finan-
cial assistance. 
 Our $40 million spending reduction was cou-
pled with a rollback of tax concessions for the hotel, 
restaurant and retail industries. Phased in over two 
years, this measure would have added $15 million to 
the treasury and reduced the current account deficit 
by 25 per cent. 
 We also proposed to spend an additional $13 
million in capital spending on infrastructure. These 
capital investments were earmarked for the repairs of 
our civil infrastructure, which is vulnerable to heavy 
rains; the installation of renewable energy on and in 
Government buildings; and the upgrading of the facili-
ties in our public schools to take advantage of new 
technology. 
 When all of those items were taken into ac-
count, our proposed budget last year forecast an 
overall deficit of $297 million. 
 Mr. Speaker, last year, during this very same 
speech, I said the following about the Minister’s 
Budget (and I quote): 
 “Mr. Speaker, one could be mistaken to think 
that the Minister of Finance wants to prolong the re-
cession. These aggressive cuts are bad economic 
policy as our economy has still not recovered. The 
Minister bragged that he was going to be more ag-
gressive than the SAGE Commission recommended, 
but surely the Minister must realise that to create addi-
tional headwinds with the economy in its fragile state 
will not help us achieve escape velocity and return to 
economic growth.” 
 Mr. Speaker, so said, so done. We have all 
felt the effects of last year’s Budget. We have seen 
joblessness rise, visitor arrivals fall, businesses close 
and our infrastructure continue to crumble. But, Mr. 
Speaker, the best indicator of the Finance Minister’s 
poor decision-making is in the results. With his ag-
gressive cuts, the Minister expected the deficit to be 
$267 million. However, the Minister is now forecasting 
a deficit of $300 million—which is greater than the 
deficit proposed by the PLP’s alternative budget pro-
posed last year, Mr. Speaker. This should remind us 
that not even this Minister of Finance can change the 
laws of economics: His cuts weakened the economy, 
his cuts helped revenues collapse, his cuts pushed 
visitor numbers to decline and his cuts led to a wider 
deficit than expected. 
 

Our Local Economy 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, our local economy 
continues to struggle, and 2014 will likely represent 
the sixth consecutive year of economic contraction. 
Though the Minister sees light at the end of the tun-
nel, the fact remains that we have seen job losses and 
business closures continue unabated. With redundan-
cies expected from the consolidation in the insurance 
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industry, and bank lending at a seven-year low, it is 
clear that our economy is not yet out of the woods. 
 

Employment 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Labour Force 
Survey in 2014 indicated that the unemployment rate 
increased to 9 per cent, and there are currently 3,486 
unemployed persons in Bermuda, which is a record 
high! 
 The results from the 2014 Annual Employ-
ment Survey were first revealed in the National Eco-
nomic Report, tabled in this Honourable House last 
week. The figures reported that the economy shed a 
further 790 jobs in 2014! The Bermuda economy con-
tinues to shed jobs, and that should concern all of us. 
 Mr. Speaker, last Friday, the Minister cited 
improvements in the economy by referencing (and I 
quote) “new international and local company forma-
tions.” We welcome any increase in this number, but 
the Honourable Minister’s statistics may not tell the 
entire story. It is important for Bermudians to know 
that most international incorporations do not create a 
single job. We received answers to Parliamentary 
Questions on two statistics that present a more accu-
rate measure of current trends in the economy. These 
were: 

• the number of persons paying into the Con-
tributory Pension Fund; and 

• the number of companies filing a payroll tax 
return. 
 

 Mr. Speaker, as can be seen in the following 
chart, at the end of 2014, there were 1,089 fewer per-
sons contributing to the Contributory Pension Fund 
than were in the fourth quarter of 2012. This confirms 
continued contraction in the job market. Mr. Speaker, 
the next set of figures deals with exempted companies 
that file payroll tax returns. This statistic is a good 
measure of physical presence companies with at least 
one employee. The data here are also discouraging, 
as the figures show an 8 per cent reduction in ex-
empted companies since December 2012. 
  

[The PLP Alternative Budget] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, last year, the Pro-
gressive Labour Party detailed a glide path that con-
tained a balanced approach to getting us to a bal-
anced budget. As specified in our Budget Reply last 
year, our budget this year would have extended the 
spending reductions of the 2014/15 Budget by imple-
menting an additional $25 million in spending reduc-
tions and the complete removal of payroll tax conces-
sions. The investments proposed by the PLP in the 
2014/15 Budget year would have provided additional 
revenue, allowing the PLP to achieve a return to cur-
rent account balance in the 2015/16 Budget year—

this current year, Mr. Speaker, as the Government is 
projecting. 
 The outlines of the PLP’s glide path as out-
lined last year are as follows: 

• 2014/15—a $40 million reduction in current 
account spending from 2013/14 revised levels 
and an increase of $13 million in capital 
spending from OBA levels; 

• 2015/16—a $20 million reduction in current 
spending from the previous year. Capital 
spending to fall from $75 million to $70 million. 
Reduce all payroll tax concessions by the final 
50 per cent, thus ending those concessions; 

• From 2016 to 2020—overall spending (inclu-
sive of debt service) was to be frozen at 
2015/16 levels, which was $1.14 billion. The 
spending freeze will require savings within the 
civil service to make room for any pay raises 
and for any new programmes; 

• The Budget will return to full balance by 
2019/20, enabling a gradual reduction of debt 
and gradual increases in capital account 
spending. 

 
Increasing Efficiency in the Civil Service 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the suggestion by 
some in the community that all that ails Bermuda 
could be cured by simply firing civil servants is not 
only foolhardy, but it is crude and nasty. It is also 
equally saddening that there are those in the private 
sector who mistakenly suggest that no pain has been 
felt by the civil service. With the exception of the po-
lice, no public sector worker has had an increase in 
salaries and wages since 2010, and for the last two 
years, the furlough has left some public officers find-
ing a month’s mortgage payment from savings or oth-
erwise. 
 Mr. Speaker, there has been pain, and that 
pain has been felt. As the Minister of Finance himself 
said, while several sectors have had payroll tax relief 
for years, public officers have paid their payroll tax 
without interruption, while, Mr. Speaker, they were 
losing buying power through price increases, in-
creased deductions and then furlough. Mr. Speaker, 
we are all in this together, and it does this country a 
great disservice when there are those who wish to 
make civil servants the enemy and pit them against 
those in the private sector. 
 On behalf of the Progressive Labour Party, I 
would like to thank the thousands of workers in the 
public service for their hard work, their dedication and 
for the sacrifices which they have made and will con-
tinue to make, Mr. Speaker! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We must all work together to im-
prove the efficiency of the civil service. The hiring 
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freeze that is now in place will assist by requiring in-
creases in productivity. Our public servants are hard-
working citizens, most of whom go above and beyond 
the call of duty. There may be, however, some work-
ers who do not give a full day’s work for a full day’s 
pay. Those persons do an injustice to themselves and 
to our country, and we must ensure that we streamline 
the grievance process so managers have the tools to 
deal with non-performing employees. 
 Additionally, we should further professionalise 
the civil service and introduce fixed term contracts and 
performance-based pay for senior managers. Senior 
managers should be rewarded for increasing depart-
ment revenues, reducing department expenses and 
increasing the performance and efficiency of a Gov-
ernment department or Ministry. 
 In addition to performance-based pay, we 
must also ensure that we are investing in the training 
of our civil servants at all levels. The increased in-
vestment in training will not only improve the output of 
civil servants, but will increase their readiness for and 
attractiveness to [private] sector employers. The suc-
cessful transition of workers from the public sector to 
the private sector is essential for the long-term 
streamlining of the civil service, to which both parties 
are committed. 
 

Budget Control & Debt 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will now speak on 
budget control and debt. Mr. Speaker, the Minister 
outlines a number of budgeting rules that he feels the 
Government should be held to. We on this side agree 
to the parameters that he has set out. They are strict, 
but over the long term, we should look to achieve 
those targets. Our creditors must have confidence that 
we will stick to our targets and enforce fiscal discipline 
when required. However, Mr. Speaker, under a Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government, we would go one 
step further. 
 

[Implement Pay-Go Rules] 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, on July 18th, 2014, 
the Public Accounts Committee tabled a report in this 
Honourable House that contained the following rec-
ommendations regarding the supplementary appro-
priation process: 
 The first one was that the Public Accounts 
Committee [PAC] recommended that the House con-
sider updating budget rules to make supplementary 
funding a more disciplined process. 
 The second was consider implementing pay-
go rules to ensure that any additional, nonemergency 
spending that occurs during the budget year is offset 
by additional revenue or corresponding cuts. And ap-
proval should be sought from the legislature prior to 
additional funds being spent. 

 Mr. Speaker, if we are to have budget control, 
we need to ensure that if spending increases in a 
given budget year, then cuts are made somewhere 
else in the budget. Pay-go rules add an additional 
level of budget discipline, and we look forward to de-
bating that Public Accounts Committee report when 
the Minister gives his formal response. 

 
Bermuda’s Debt Challenge 

  
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Fi-
nance states that our national debt is the greatest risk 
to our financial independence, and on that we agree. 
During the first 10 years that the PLP was in office, 
the debt-to-GDP ratio never exceeded 5 per cent. In 
fact, for the first nine years of the PLP’s time in office, 
debt as a percentage of GDP was lower than when 
the Progressive Labour Party took over from the 
United Bermuda Party. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s debt skyrocketed 
with the onset of the global financial crisis when reve-
nues collapsed. I do not need . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Pause] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I apologise for the 
interruption. Let me go again. 
 During the first 10 years that the PLP was in 
office, the debt-to-GDP ratio never exceeded 5 per 
cent. In fact, for the first nine years of our time in of-
fice, the debt as a percentage of GDP was lower than 
when the Progressive Labour Party took over from the 
United Bermuda Party. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s debt sky-
rocketed with the onset of the global financial crisis 
when revenues collapsed. I do not need to remind you 
of the trauma that was wrought on our economy, but 
suffice it to say our economy has still not yet recov-
ered. 
 The fact is, when our economy does recover, 
we will still have this debt burden. We agree with the 
Minister of Finance that we must balance the budget 
as quickly as possible before we find ourselves in a 
debt trap. Nothing, Mr. Speaker, is more important 
financially than avoiding the scenario to which the 
Minister speaks, of external forces dictating terms to 
us. Also, it is important that Bermudians understand 
that the United Kingdom does not have a good history 
of looking out for the best interests of our international 
business sector. 

 
Financing Our Debt 
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Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, before I move on to 
the next section of our presentation, I must take some 
time to talk about how we finance our debt. In 2013, 
the Minister boldly declared that we would borrow 
$800 million to prefund our deficits. The logic was 
simple, according to the Minister: The Government 
would borrow a lot of money in 2013 to hedge against 
the risk of interest rates rising and having to go back 
to the markets in 2014 when the interest rates were 
higher. At the time, we described the Minister’s action 
as a risky bet that, for the country’s sake, we hoped 
would pay off. 
 Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, interest rates did 
not rise as predicted, and the 10-year interest rates 
today are lower than they were in July of 2013. The 
Minister made this transaction in the hopes of saving 
the Government money, but as of now, and given that 
our notes have a fixed rate of interest, it seems that it 
may have cost the taxpayer more money than if we 
would have gone back to the market on an annual 
basis. 
 

Economic Stimulus via Tourism and Transport 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will now speak 
about the economic stimulus as mentioned in the Min-
ister’s presentation last week. Mr. Speaker, the Minis-
ter laid out his version of a stimulus package in which 
he detailed a number of projects that would inject 
money into the economy. The Minister boldly pro-
claimed that the stimulus amounts to 20 per cent of 
our GDP; however, we submit that that is not the 
case. It would be that much if all of the projects took 
place in one year and came to fruition, but that is not 
what will happen. Assuming all of the projects happen 
over the next three and a half years, we can expect a 
stimulus of 4.8 per cent annually. 
 Mr. Speaker, I did say assuming all of the pro-
jects took place for a reason, as there are projects 
listed in the Minister’s Budget that do not yet have 
plans, let alone planning approval. In my view, and 
given past history, it is reckless to put our eggs in the 
basket of hotel development. We will not be able to 
sustain new hotels until we can raise the number of air 
visitors. 
 The Minister’s pronouncement also begs the 
question, What is the plan after this stimulus? Do we 
just have a three-year time horizon, approximately the 
time until the next election? What then? It is this hap-
hazard approach to planning that demonstrates the 
need for a long-term strategy, which, Mr. Speaker, the 
OBA has yet to articulate. 
 

Hotel Development 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, it is the Progressive 
Labour Party’s hope that these hotel projects do come 
to fruition. However, we must invest in our tourism 
product and marketing to ensure that there is ade-

quate demand to support the financing and construc-
tion of new hotels. 
 It is in that spirit that we raise a flag of caution, 
as we understand the Government has extended a 
$160 million guarantee to the Ritz Reserve develop-
ment at Morgan’s Point. Mr. Speaker, when you go to 
the bank to get a loan, the banker does not ask you 
for a guarantor if he feels you have the ability to repay 
the money. It is only when there is a question of your 
creditworthiness that a guarantor is requested. There-
fore, it should be very concerning that the Govern-
ment is guaranteeing this private project. Mr. Speaker, 
if the team at Morgan’s Point are having a challenge 
raising the funds necessary, it is likely for a good rea-
son. The fact that the One Bermuda Alliance is putting 
the taxpayers on the hook for $160 million for a pri-
vate hotel development is troubling, as the Govern-
ment should not be in the business of building hotels. 
 Mr. Speaker, we wish no ill will to the devel-
opers at Morgan’s Point; however, if a Government 
guarantee is extended to this case, it opens the door 
for other developers to ask for the same treatment, 
and it exposes the Government to a $160 million liabil-
ity should, by any chance, the project be unsuccess-
ful. 
 

Tourism 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: On to the matter of tourism, Mr. 
Speaker. 2014 was a bad year for tourism, as we saw 
air arrivals sink to the lowest level since 1966. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We saw air arrivals sink to the 
lowest level since 1966. This, however, should come 
as no surprise, as last year saw Government spend-
ing on tourism promotion dip to the lowest level in 34 
years. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the last two years, I have 
stood on my feet on this occasion and implored the 
Government to get serious about diversification. Last 
week, the Minister revealed his novel plan for diversi-
fication, Mr. Speaker, and that was to grow the tour-
ism industry! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, that is not a plan for 
diversification; that is a necessity. Bermuda needs 
more than two industries, so the fact that the One 
Bermuda Alliance’s diversification plan is limited to 
growing the tourism sector, despite our significant cost 
disadvantage, should be a signal to all that the One 
Bermuda Alliance does not understand the vital need 
to diversify our economy. Mr. Speaker, we will touch 
on diversification later, but suffice it to say that the 
PLP does not believe that tourism alone will be 
enough to diversify our economy. 
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 However, Mr. Speaker, let us assume that the 
Minister’s vision is correct. If we are to go along with 
his assertion that all the economy needs is tourism to 
rebound, then it would stand to reason that he would 
put the Government’s money where their mouth is and 
invest in tourism. It should, therefore, surprise every-
one that, after the lowest amount of air arrivals in 48 
years and after declaring that (and I quote) “the Gov-
ernment regards this as a national [economic] impera-
tive and will do whatever it takes to ensure [that] suc-
cess,” (end quote) the Minister has cut the tourism 
budget again! 
 Let us take a look at the historical numbers. In 
1990, Bermuda invested $27 million in tourism. That is 
more than we spend today. When adjusting for infla-
tion, it would take $49 million today to have the same 
impact that $27 million had 25 years ago. In 1990, 
tourism investment represented 9 per cent of our an-
nual budget; today our investment in tourism is less 
than 3 per cent of our annual budget. This level of in-
vestment is not consistent with a national imperative 
of such vital importance to the economic success of 
our country. 
 Mr. Speaker, the justification offered for the 
cut to the tourism budget is equally insufficient. The 
fact that the Minister of Finance cut all Ministry budg-
ets because none of his Cabinet colleagues offered 
up funds from their respective Ministries speaks to a 
dereliction of duty. The Minister of Finance is the CFO 
[Chief Financial Officer] of the Government. He needs 
to enforce fiscal discipline on his colleagues and make 
the tough decisions required to deliver a budget that 
reflects the needs and priorities of the Bermudian 
people. 
 Mr. Speaker, we heard the Minister talk about 
(and I quote) “unprecedented investor interest in hos-
pitality” (end quote). While we appreciate investor in-
terest, investors will not build a hotel if they cannot get 
a return on their investment. Hotel occupancy rates 
are not currently going up; they are going down. Until 
we are able to nudge the numbers up from 60 per 
cent, where we are now, to 65 per cent or 70 per cent 
on a consistent basis, we will not see that “unprece-
dented . . . interest” turn into reality. That is why in-
vestment in tourism matters. It is not enough to de-
clare that new hotels were built; we have to ensure 
that the conditions on the ground allow for these new 
hotels to be built. 
 

Bermuda Tourism Authority 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Tour-
ism Authority [BTA] was created with much fanfare. 
The promise was that, through its independence, the 
BTA would have the freedom to effect the turnaround 
tourism so desperately needs. It is a mammoth task in 
a highly competitive environment. We acknowledge 
that and support all efforts aimed at growing this sec-
tor of our economy. 

 However, the creation of the BTA does not 
spell the end of accountability. It was disturbing to 
hear the CEO of the BTA admonish the country with 
these words (and I quote): “Dissension is the enemy 
of success.” Mr. Speaker, that is not the way our de-
mocracy works. There will be constructive criticism 
from this side of the aisle, especially when we are dis-
cussing how taxpayer funds are spent. 
 That much being said, Mr. Speaker, we have 
had the chance to meet and interact with the leader-
ship and staff of the Bermuda Tourism Authority. They 
are an excellent team who approach their mission with 
professionalism, and they are doing good work. 
Though we questioned the need for its creation, the 
team at the BTA have our full support. We are confi-
dent that the BTA will succeed in their mission to exe-
cute the National Tourism Plan and increase visitor 
arrivals, but only if they are given the required level of 
investment. 
 Mr. Speaker, many will ask, Where will this 
extra investment in tourism come from?, as the Gov-
ernment is strapped for cash. We, Mr. Speaker, know 
where the Government can better prioritise its spend-
ing and give a boost to tourism. 
 

Redevelopment of the Airport 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Progressive La-
bour Party strongly opposes the manner in which this 
PLP [sic] Government has approached the redevel-
opment of the airport. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: You are doing all right, Honourable 
Member. Just take two steps back and start again; 
that is all. Take two steps back and punt. 
  
Mr. E. David Burt: My apologies, Mr. Speaker. I see 
visions of what I know will happen after the next elec-
tion, so I apologise. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Progressive Labour Party 
strongly opposes the manner in which this Govern-
ment has approached the redevelopment of the air-
port, and we are confident that a majority of Bermudi-
ans do, as well. This project is not the right project for 
the country right now, as we need to be making in-
vestments in assets and activities that generate a re-
turn. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me start with the irony of the 
fact that the Government, which is currently facing a 
$90 million lawsuit filed against them by a developer 
who saw his contract voided by the Government due 
to (and I quote) “lack of a proper RFP process” (end 
quote), is now pressing full steam ahead on a $255 
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million project without any RFP process. It is more 
amazing that, five months after trying to convince the 
country otherwise, the Minister of Finance now admits 
that the airport will be privatised to a private conces-
sionaire by the name of Aecon. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Hansard will recall that 
Members of the Opposition were chastised for (and I 
quote) “making it up” when we brought up Aecon in 
this House in November 2014. The Minister of Fi-
nance stood up in this Parliament and told us that no 
company had been chosen, even after he had played 
his hand in the local media in November and indicated 
that Aecon would likely build our new airport. 
 Mr. Speaker, we are sure that Aecon has the 
expertise to build the airport, but we find it hugely co-
incidental that the chairman of a prominent local con-
struction firm sits on the Board of Aecon, a company 
set to receive a contract with revenues in excess of $1 
billion, without even having to compete. 
 Mr. Speaker, whatever happened to good 
governance? Whatever happened to ensuring Ber-
muda gets the best deal, by going out to tender? The 
fact that the Minister has tried to say that this is the 
only organisation that can tick the boxes is an abso-
lute fallacy! There are numerous companies around 
the world that enter into transactions like this all the 
time, some who have approached us, indicating that 
they would participate if the airport deal was going out 
to tender. What is the catch? Why is the Minister so 
stuck on Aecon? Why has the OBA turned its back on 
good governance? 
 It is also interesting that the Government con-
tinues to refer to the only other airport development 
that has been done by CCC and Aecon as a model, 
without mentioning that the Government of Ecuador 
put their project out to tender. We find it interesting 
that the OBA seem intent to convince the people of 
this country that the airport will not burden the tax-
payer, when in fact it will cost us a lot. The fact is, Mr. 
Speaker, nobody is going to build us an airport for 
free; the Bermudian taxpayer will foot the bill. 
 The constant refrain that this will not add to 
our debt is an empty argument. Mr. Speaker, money 
will have to be borrowed for the airport, and revenues 
that normally accrue to the people of Bermuda will be 
used to repay these loans. Whether the money is bor-
rowed by Aecon or the Government of Bermuda, it is 
our tax and fee revenue that will be used to pay that 
loan. 
 Mr. Speaker, fancy accounting can hide debt 
and make it not appear on your balance sheet, but 
there is one thing that the Minister of Finance cannot 
deny, and that is that this airport deal will increase the 
deficit! We hear the constant refrain from the One 
Bermuda Alliance that this transaction will not affect 
our balance sheet. Mr. Speaker, if you increase your 
deficit, it is going to show up on your balance sheet 
eventually, as you are going to have to borrow money 
to fill the gap. That is the fallacy of the airport as it is 

being sold to the people of Bermuda, Mr. Speaker; it 
is not wise. 
 This year, when the increase in airport depar-
ture tax is included, the airport is expected to turn a 
profit of $11.5 million, Mr. Speaker. This, Mr. Speaker, 
is currently a profitable operation, but these profits are 
set to be turned over to Aecon. But we know that 
$11.5 million a year is not enough to build a $255 mil-
lion terminal, so that means that Aecon will get more 
revenue or they will cut costs. You know what costs 
are, Mr. Speaker? They are people. The 43 Bermudi-
ans at the airport, from the general manager on down 
to the baggage handler, may be cut by Aecon. We 
know that the airport is increasing fees and moving 
ahead with a renewable energy project that will secure 
even more revenue that will leave Bermuda and go to 
Aecon under the proposed redevelopment deal. 
 Mr. Speaker, our airport is not a hub, it is not 
a transit point and it is not a facility that has passen-
gers using its facilities for hours. We could build the 
prettiest airport, Mr. Speaker, lined with gold, and it 
will not increase or help our tourism product. Travel-
lers do not visit countries for the airport, Mr. Speaker; 
they visit for the product, and that is the land, the ac-
tivities and the people. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Our answer, Mr. Speaker, is not 
right now, not when we are strained in so many 
places. Eleven million dollars in profit is a lot to lose. 
Bermuda will eventually need a new airport; the 
physical plant of our current one is failing, but so is the 
causeway. The original intent was to finance both a 
new airport and new causeway—but now the cause-
way is not a part of the plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, we can and we should take a 
step back, conduct a public RFP process, making 
sure that Bermuda only gets the best deal possible 
and also gets a new bridge. Instead of diverting $11 
million of surplus to a Canadian company, we should 
put that money into tourism. We can invest $11 million 
in developing our product, marketing our product, put-
ting heads in beds, providing jobs for our people and 
making investments in our on-Island experiences. 
 It is our position that those steps, combined 
with minor works at the airport, will extend the useful 
life of the facility for 10 years while we focus on re-
building our tourism product in the short term. 
 Mr. Speaker, this goes back to prioritising our 
spending to productive investments for the future. The 
airport project, as structured by the OBA, will not gen-
erate a return for the people of Bermuda. It will not 
make our economic situation better in the long run. 
The short-term boost in construction stimulus will 
quickly give way to long-term payments to a Canadian 
company. Spending our limited resources on building 
a new airport will not increase air arrivals; investing 
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those resources in tourism, however, will assist in 
turning around our tourism product. 
 We urge the people of this country to speak to 
the Minister of Finance and ask him to put this project 
on hold and urge him to spend our resources on in-
vestments that will actually improve our economy in 
the long run. 
 

[The America’s Cup] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am about to tell you 
something that you may not know: Bermuda is hosting 
the 35th America’s Cup! The America’s Cup is an ex-
cellent opportunity for Bermuda, and the Government 
should be proud of their accomplishment on behalf of 
the people of this country. This is an important event, 
and the America’s Cup Event Authority should know 
that we in the Progressive Labour Party will do all we 
can to assist the Government in ensuring that this 
America’s Cup is the best one ever. This event is also 
a great opportunity to showcase our Island to people 
in the world who have the capacity to invest in Ber-
muda. 
 We do await more clarity from the Minister of 
Economic Development as to how the Government 
arrived at a figure of $250 million in economic impact; 
however, we have no doubt that the $77 million that 
has been pledged to the America’s Cup will generate 
a return on investment. It is important that the eco-
nomic impact from hosting this event is felt across the 
community, and the PLP will hold the Government to 
account by ensuring fair tendering in contracts and 
value for money with taxpayer funds. 
 

Examining Our Financial System 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in his Statement, the 
Minister covered a number of topics regarding our 
financial system. I will speak to those items and also 
put forward some additional ideas for the Minister to 
consider. 
 

Monetary & Banking Reform 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Great Recession 
has taught us as a country that we need more tools in 
our arsenal to deal with the external shocks. We must 
examine whether we need to modernise our local fi-
nancial system to ensure that institutions have the 
power to respond to any future financial crisis. Last 
year, the Minister of Finance spoke specifically to 
problems in our banking sector that could have been 
alleviated if Bermuda had a lender of last resort or a 
central bank. The issues of regulating interest rates 
and ensuring that an economy does not overheat are 
functions that are typically exercised by some form of 
central bank, free from the political influences of the 
elected Government. 

 It is with that in mind that the PLP again wel-
comes the Minister’s declaration last week that the 
Government is studying various options to restructure 
the banking sector. It is our hope that the Government 
will give serious consideration to giving the Bermuda 
Monetary Authority or another organisation additional 
tools to assist in managing the local money supply to 
promote economic stability. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is a fact that Bermuda’s banks 
are under-lent, and as the Minister stated last week, 
local bank lending is now at a seven-year low! Banks 
play a vital part in our economy, and this lack of lend-
ing is restricting economic activity and is hampering 
our ability to emerge from the recession. The Minister 
has our full support in his drive to reform the banking 
system, as it is vital for our economic recovery that 
banks fulfil the important role required in our econ-
omy. We look forward to hearing more details of his 
plan and stand ready to participate in any discussions 
on this topic. 
 

Credit Unions 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, we must also provide 
additional competition to our local banking sector. 
Credit unions around the world are seeing a resur-
gence, as savers and borrowers seek value. If the 
banks are refusing to lend, then we should make it 
easier for other organisations, such as our local credit 
unions, to fill the gap. The expansion of credit helps 
our economy, and the Government should work with 
any organisation that shares their aim in this regard. 
 

[Reforming Our Tax System] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Minister’s an-
nouncement last week that the Government has re-
quested technical assistance from the Caribbean Re-
gional Technical Assistance Centre (CARTAC), an 
IMF regional body, to study the feasibility of broaden-
ing Bermuda’s tax base is a welcome move. 
 Last year, we spoke about the importance of a 
thorough examination of our tax structure, and we are 
pleased that the Minister is listening carefully and is 
taking our advice. 
 

Reducing Payroll Tax 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Last year, the PLP made it clear 
that we must transition from deriving a large chunk of 
our revenue from employment taxes to gaining a lar-
ger share of our revenue from consumption taxes on 
goods and services. The reason given was simple—
the economic case that payroll taxes depress em-
ployment. And in the act of taxing employment, we are 
taxing the very thing that we need in Bermuda—and 
that is jobs. Payroll taxes dissuade businesses from 
hiring new employees and increase the incentive to 
outsource jobs. 
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 Mr. Speaker, the Minister’s declaration last 
week that (and I quote) “Payroll tax, our primary 
source of revenue, for example, is not a tax on con-
sumption at all; it is a tax on labour—not a type of 
taxation that would tend to increase the number of 
jobs” (end quote) is welcome, as it aligns with the pro-
posals we put forward last year. The question, Mr. 
Speaker, is, If you reduce payroll tax, what do you 
replace it with? 
 

Consumption Taxes 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, our current system 
taxes goods in our economy, but does not directly tax 
services. As the Minister of Finance has stated, the 
vast majority of our consumption is in services. 
 In looking at tax reform, some in Bermuda 
have recommended that we adopt a value added tax 
[VAT]. The PLP is of the view that the likely adminis-
trative burden resulting from the implementation of a 
value added tax system would not be good for our 
economy. Additionally, given the nature of our econ-
omy and given our heavy reliance on imports, there is 
very little value added in the local domestic economy 
that would warrant a VAT. However, there are other 
models of consumption taxes that may be feasible in 
Bermuda, and we look forward to the public consulta-
tion that the Minister is promising. One thing, how-
ever, must be said, Mr. Speaker: Any consumption tax 
must not increase the tax burden on those who can 
least afford it. 
 

[Make Social Insurance Progressive] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, there are other op-
portunities to make our tax system more just and 
more progressive. The PLP proposes an examination 
of the social insurance programme with the view to 
changing employer and employee contributions from a 
fixed rate to a percentage of earnings, with the appro-
priate level for a cap on social insurance contributions. 
 The objective of this change would be to in-
crease the take-home pay of low earners while having 
high earners pay more into the fund. Any changes 
resulting from this examination should be revenue 
neutral or revenue accretive to the [Contributory] Pen-
sion Fund. 
 Currently, Mr. Speaker a low-wage earner 
(earning $18 an hour) pays 4.75 per cent of his salary 
to social insurance, whereas a high-wage earner 
(earning $75 an hour) only pays 1.14 per cent of his 
salary into the fund. If all workers paid into the fund at 
the same rate as a worker earning the median income 
(which would be 2.7 per cent), the change would re-
sult in low-wage earners receiving $720 more in take-
home pay a year, while contributions from high-wage 
earners would increase. 
 We can and should make this system fairer, in 
line with social insurance programmes around the 

world in which contributions are based upon how 
much you earn. 
 

Payroll Tax Concessions 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, we welcome the Min-
ister’s call to begin to eliminate payroll tax conces-
sions enjoyed by the hotel, restaurant and retail sec-
tors. In what will be a theme of our Reply, it seems the 
Minister took to heart what we said last year, even 
after he disagreed with us, and is now following the 
lead of the PLP. 
 Mr. Speaker, it bears repeating that, when 
these concessions were first introduced, they only 
cost the Government $2.2 million a year. However, 
this figure has now swelled to $30 million a year. 
 Though these concessions are a quick and 
simple policy tool for short-term support, when they 
remain in place for extended periods of time, they can 
cause distortions in the economy and reduce an 
economy’s efficiency and productivity. Businesses 
must be able survive while fulfilling their tax obliga-
tions. If we have companies that are surviving based 
upon these temporary tax concessions alone, this can 
indicate that the business owners have not made the 
necessary adjustments to make their business com-
petitive. Productivity is required for economic growth, 
and the move to end these tax concessions is the 
right one. 
 Mr. Speaker, though we support this move, 
we are disturbed that the Minister set the rate in such 
a manner that employers can claw back all of the pay-
roll tax from their employees. We do not think that is 
fair or just, and we urge the Minister to ensure that the 
end to these concessions is shared appropriately be-
tween employer and employee. 
 

Occupational Pensions 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I have previously 
spoken about the structural imbalances in our econ-
omy that make employing guest labour more cost-
effective than employing Bermudians. A major culprit 
is the National Pension Scheme [(Occupational Pen-
sions) Act 1998], which only requires employers to 
cover the pensions of their Bermudian employees. 
This naturally puts Bermudian labour at a disadvan-
tage, making them more expensive. 
 We are of the belief that this is an obstacle to 
Bermudian employment in our economy, and we urge 
the OBA to move to address this imbalance. Any 
move to change this practice will cause pain for em-
ployers who rely heavily on foreign labour; however, in 
the long run, it will benefit Bermudians, and those are 
the people whom we represent in this Honourable 
House. 
 

[Immigration] 
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Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will repeat for all 
those who did not hear me last year by saying that 
(and I quote) “we must all admit that our immigration 
system is outdated and broken. Our immigration sys-
tem operates from a law that was written in 1956! It is 
from a different time when there was no Internet, no 
globalisation, no Class 4 insurers, no constitution, no 
political parties, and the country was still segregated. 
We must modernise our immigration system because 
the realities of our situation dictate that we are going 
to need external help and assistance to provide a se-
cure and stable future for Bermuda.” (End quote.) 
 Yes, Mr. Speaker, immigration policy is a cen-
tral component of economic policy. And in order to 
grow our economy and get Bermudians back to work, 
we have to get immigration right. 
 Previously, the Minister of Finance said (and I 
quote), “Population growth is an important component 
of economic growth. The simple truth is, to grow the 
Bermuda economy we have to increase the resident 
population.” (End quote.) Mr. Speaker, the Minister is 
correct, but the issue is not if we need to increase the 
residential population; the real issue at hand is how 
and with whom we increase the residential population. 
 The PLP accepts that, to increase the number 
of Bermudians working in international business, we 
need to attract even more intellectual capital to our 
shores. But the PLP also understands that another 
way to increase the number of Bermudians working in 
the non-international business local economy would 
be to promote a policy of “Bermudianisation.” There 
are currently guest workers here who are filling jobs 
that can be filled by Bermudians. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, in the United States—a 
nation of immigrants—an employer cannot just import 
an unskilled worker to fill an unskilled position, but in 
Bermuda that is a regular occurrence. In this country, 
you can enter a supermarket and not see a single 
Bermudian worker except for the cashier. 
 Mr. Speaker, we think that all Bermudians 
realise that the outside assistance and intellectual 
capital is needed, but the current approach to this im-
portant issue misses the point that our overall immi-
gration system is broken. It is not fit for purpose. It is 
not equipped to deal with the complexity of both the 
international economy and the local economy. You 
cannot fix the immigration system for international 
business without fixing the system for the local econ-
omy; it all needs to be fixed! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The OBA’s tinkering around the 
edges of a broken system with work permits is not 
enough; our economy requires transformation. And 
we must transform our system of labour regulation 
and immigration to ensure this country can grow and 
succeed in the future, by liberalising some areas while 
tightening the screws in others. Our immigration sys-

tem must be modernised so that it is more efficient 
than our competitors’. Bermuda is engaged in a global 
war for talent, and therefore we must make sure that 
our system attracts the best job-creating talent, while 
at the same time ensuring that guest workers are not 
brought in to fill positions that can and should be filled 
by Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, if the Government is really seri-
ous about addressing this issue, we again call on the 
One Bermuda Alliance to support the motion to be 
tabled on Monday that Parliament establish a Joint 
Select Committee on Immigration Reform. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: This is an issue where both parties 
can work together to build something that works [bet-
ter] for our citizens. Let this be an issue on which we 
work together to show Bermudians that we can come 
together for the national good and permanently fix a 
broken system. 
 Mr. Speaker, you may ask, why a joint select 
committee? Well, it is important for one reason—
stability. International investors need to know that they 
have a stable platform on which to base their invest-
ment decisions. Right now, immigration policy can 
change from Government to Government; it can also 
change from Minister to Minister. Though this adds 
flexibility, it also adds uncertainty. We will not attract 
the long-term investment that we need if potential in-
vestors feel that the rules may change after an elec-
tion. That is why it is important for both parties to 
agree on a common approach that we can present to 
the international investment community. 
 

[Consumer Protection] 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, during economic tri-
als, there are those businesses that use the desperate 
situation that some of our citizens find themselves in 
to their advantage. It is our view that the Government 
has a place in protecting the consumer, and we put 
forward the following consumer-protection proposals: 
 

Debt Collection Reform 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: First, Mr. Speaker, debt collection 
reform. Many Bermudians, as a result of losing their 
jobs, now fear being sent to prison for debt. Our cur-
rent system damages the family unit, makes criminals 
of the unemployed and creates more harm than good. 
Stories about persons avoiding medical care for fear 
of being jailed for debts have no place in a society like 
ours. 
 We again call on the One Bermuda Alliance to 
support the Progressive Labour Party Bill that will 
cease the practice of imprisoning people for their civil 
debts. At the same time, the Government should con-
tinue the work started by the PLP and improve the 
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regulation of debt collection agencies. These agencies 
in many ways compound problems from the poor 
economy by using courts to heap additional debt upon 
distressed debtors. 
 

[Enact a Fair Credit Reporting Act] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in addition to better 
regulation of debt collection agencies, we call on the 
Government to introduce legislation that will enable a 
unified system of consumer credit reporting. This will 
allow companies to more efficiently assess the credit-
worthiness of an applicant. Such a move can increase 
efficiency in the marketplace, rewarding those con-
sumers with good credit histories, and can serve to 
boost our economic growth. Our system of credit re-
porting is dated, and this is a space in which the Gov-
ernment can lead. 
  

Regulate Payday Lenders 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, payday lenders. As a 
result of our economic challenges, a new type of 
company has found a home in Bermuda—and that is 
the payday lender. These companies prey on the 
desperate and those who may not understand the full 
extent of what they are getting themselves into. Pay-
day lenders in Bermuda are lending money and 
charging interest at the rate of 260 per cent. Yes, Mr. 
Speaker, you heard me correctly—260 per cent. This 
cannot be right, and we have a duty and an obligation 
to put an end to this predatory practice. 
 In some parts of the United States, payday 
lending is a violation of racketeering laws, while in 
others it is a violation of criminal usury laws. Many 
other states limit annual interest rates to 30 per cent. 
The United Kingdom has also recently enacted laws 
to reign in payday lenders. We urge the One Bermuda 
Alliance to take action on this issue and put in place 
regulation to curtail those who would lend to those 
who may be in a tough situation at the extraordinary 
rate of 260 per cent. 
 

Establish a Cap on Fees at Banks 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, certain fees at local 
banks punish and compound distress for those in fi-
nancial difficulty. One key issue is credit card over-
the-limit fees. This is something that is seemingly im-
possible, as credit cards have limits; however, Ber-
muda banks allow customers to exceed their credit 
limit and then charge a fee every time they do, with 
the fees sometimes far exceeding the transactions 
that triggered the fees. This punitive practice has been 
addressed in many jurisdictions with regulations re-
stricting a bank to one over-the-limit charge per billing 
cycle. We call on the Minister of Finance to direct the 
Bermuda Monetary Authority [BMA] to put an immedi-
ate end to this practice in our local banks. 

Modify Foreclosure Rules 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, owning a home in 
Bermuda is a lifelong dream for many. But far too 
many Bermudians face the prospect of losing their 
homes in our current economy. We encourage the 
Minister to work with the BMA and the Bermuda 
Bankers Association to come up with an industry-wide 
policy for distressed mortgages that all banks will ad-
here to. The more people who are forced out of their 
homes, the weaker our economy becomes. We hope 
that the OBA and the banks can agree on a solution 
that will keep more Bermudians in their homes. 
 Though we wish for Bermudians to stay in 
their homes, there are some situations where a home 
will be subject to foreclosure. When faced with this 
tragic situation, some Bermudians are also finding 
themselves in additional debt even after their equity 
has been wiped out and they have lost their homes. 
This is because banks in Bermuda are permitted to go 
after borrowers to recover any amount that was not 
recouped by the sale of the property.  

Many countries limit the liability of the home-
owner to any asset that was used as collateral to 
guarantee the loan. The PLP hopes that the Minister 
of Finance will raise this point in his discussions with 
the banks and the BMA and will give it consideration. 

 
[Road Safety] 

  
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, on the topic of road 
safety, road safety is, arguably, an economic issue. 
Each serious injury that is sustained on our roads can 
cost the tax payer upwards of $1 million, and that 
does not include the increase in health and vehicle 
insurance premiums. When one factors in the tens of 
thousands of dollars that it cost for the first respond-
ers, ambulances, EMTs and Bermuda Police Service 
personnel that have to be called out to the scene of a 
serious accident, it becomes abundantly clear that 
careless and reckless conduct on our roads has not 
only a human cost, but an economic cost. Therefore, 
Mr. Speaker, cutting the grant to the Road Safety 
Council by 78 per cent at a time when we need to be 
forceful to tackle this issue sends the wrong message. 
 

Good Samaritan Act 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in light of the current 
economic crisis, many people are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to feed themselves and their families. On 
the other hand, many restaurants and other food ser-
vice establishments find it frustrating to have to dis-
pose of food which is still safe for consumption, be-
cause they are unable to give away unused food 
items for fear of risk of civil liability. 
 The PLP will safeguard this concern by intro-
ducing the Good Samaritan (Food Donation) Bill, 
which was tabled earlier today, that will provide legal 
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protection to people who give reasonable assistance 
via food donations to those in need. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

[Decriminalisation of Cannabis] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the One Bermuda 
Alliance’s lack of movement on the issue of the de-
criminalisation of cannabis for yet another year re-
mains a campaign promise unfulfilled and an example 
of the Government showing an unwillingness to deal 
with an issue of public concern head-on. Despite there 
being cross-party support for decriminalisation, the 
Government actions are hollow. 
 Mr. Speaker, this too is an issue of economic 
fairness, as black people in our society are far more 
likely than whites to be arrested, charged and con-
victed for cannabis possession. The criminalisation of 
our citizens for minor non-violent possession is an 
open sore on our society, damaging already de-
stroyed lives of hundreds of Bermudians young and 
old. Many have been obstructed from years of real 
opportunity to improve their lives and the lives of their 
families. The PLP’s Bill for decriminalisation was de-
cried by the Government, but to date we have seen 
nothing from them as an alternative. 
 From a budget position, decriminalisation has 
a fiscal advantage of allowing our resources and 
manpower within law enforcement, which is used to 
investigate, pursue, apprehend and prosecute crimi-
nals for minor cannabis possession, to be re-deployed 
to deal with other areas such as violent crime, domes-
tic violence, commercial crime and community out-
reach. Decriminalisation makes good social policy, 
and it makes fiscal sense. This will open the door for 
Government to explore the possibility of revenue op-
portunities in the long-term with cannabis being regu-
lated and appropriately taxed. There is an opportunity 
to align our fiscal policy with our social policy, and we 
should not delay in taking the appropriate steps to do 
so. 
 Mr. Speaker, that concludes the Progressive 
Labour Party’s response to the Honourable Finance 
Minister’s Budget Statement. We have identified areas 
where we agree, highlighted our differences and de-
scribed our alternative approach to budgeting, which 
focuses on productive investments to grow the econ-
omy. 
 However, Mr. Speaker, in giving this Reply, I 
am also the first speaker in today’s general economic 
debate, and in the time remaining I will share the Pro-
gressive Labour Party’s economic vision for the future. 
 
[Crosstalk]  

 
Vision 2025 

 

Mr. E. David Burt: I quote: “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish.” Proverbs 29, verse 18. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will go again. Mr. 
Speaker, and I quote, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.”—Proverbs 29, verse 18. That, Mr. 
Speaker, is an often-used scripture, but at this time in 
our history it is very applicable to Bermuda. For years, 
we seem to have been content with quo fata ferunt, 
seemingly meandering without a unified national vi-
sion for us as a country and a people to work towards. 
Should the PLP be returned as the next Government, 
the people can be confident that we have a vision for 
the future. Today, I will lay out the foundation of that 
economic vision for the future. 
 Our party calls it “Vision 2025”, and it forms 
the basis of a 10-year national plan for the transforma-
tion of our economy to one that works better for our 
people. It is a vision of a strong and diversified econ-
omy supported by an efficient and transparent Gov-
ernment that makes sound investments for our future 
while promoting the goal of a more fair and equitable 
society. 
 

A Strong and Diversified Economy 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, at the heart of Vision 
2025 is a strong and diversified economy. Last week 
we heard from the Minister of Finance, and I quote: 
“Small island economies around the world are, by 
their very nature, undiversified. Broad diversification 
requires scale and . . . is something that is, by defini-
tion, scarce in a small island.” (End quote.) 
 Mr. Speaker, yes, we are a small island econ-
omy, but the author of that statement is viewing the 
world in terms of 1990 and not in terms of 2025, for 
although we may be constrained by size, we live in a 
globalised economy where the pace of technological 
change and the Internet are the great equalisers. 
 Any vision for the future must pay serious at-
tention to diversifying our economy, because Ber-
muda faces many external threats. In order to have a 
secure future, we cannot have all of our eggs in one 
basket, we cannot be complacent and we must be 
proactive to modernise and diversify our economy so 
that it can support the people in the future. 
 

Building on What we Have—Financial Services 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Bermuda Business Develop-
ment Agency, or BDA, is tasked with expanding inter-
national business here on-Island. This is a vital role, 
and the BDA is currently engaged in diversifying that 
line of business. The Progressive Labour Party laid 
the groundwork for the BDA during our last year in 
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office and will continue to support its efforts. However, 
it is important that we recognise that the BDA’s pri-
mary focus is financial services, and that is where 
most of its energy, investments and expertise lie. The 
BDA is not the best vehicle to diversify our economy 
to areas outside of financial services. 
 

Economic Diversification Strategy 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the economic diversi-
fication debate has focused on which industries Ber-
muda should pursue. We have seen this debate play 
out over the last few years, where ideas, instead of 
being considered, have become political footballs. For 
example, the PLP has put forward many suggestions. 
Some of them are: 

• developing the blue economy to take advan-
tage of the natural resources such as food 
and minerals in our exclusive economic zone; 

• establishing an online gaming industry to 
bring high-tech jobs and additional revenue to 
Bermuda; 

• regulating and taxing of cannabis to reduce 
our law enforcement costs, generate addi-
tional revenue, reduce the black market and 
stimulate tourism demand. 
 

 Instead of these ideas and others receiving 
dispassionate and independent analysis, they serve 
as fodder for political op-eds and become the subject 
of blog attacks, without ever being considered and 
analysed on their merits. 
 Mr. Speaker, someone who has more knowl-
edge about the blue economy than all of us in this 
Chamber recently said (and I quote), “If we are to be 
in a position to realise the socio-economic potential of 
Bermuda’s mineral resources when the deep sea min-
ing industry matures to viability, we need to start now.” 
(End quote.) And that was Nick Hutchings on 
Bernews.com on February [14]th, 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, that advice should be food for 
thought. If we are serious about diversification, we 
must realise that it needs to be removed from the po-
litical arena which has thus far proved toxic to ideas 
and to progress. 
 

Economic Diversification Unit 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as part of Vision 
2025, the PLP would form an Economic Diversification 
Unit. This permanent organisation would consist of a 
small number of persons with a proven history of de-
veloping economies. The mission of this organisation 
would be to identify new opportunities for economic 
diversification and subject them to structured analysis 
and research. Once areas are identified and agreed, 
the unit will seek partners and investment to develop 
the new local industry. 

 The Economic Diversification Unit’s goal will 
be simple: to develop one new primary industry that 
directly provides at least 5 per cent of our GDP and 
three new secondary industries that each directly pro-
vides at least 2 per cent of our GDP, by the year 
2025. Mr. Speaker, this focused approach to diversifi-
cation will yield results and will allow us to finally 
achieve our aims of diversifying the Bermuda econ-
omy. 

 
[Establish New Trading Partners] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will now speak to 
the importance of establishing new trading partners. 
Part and parcel to diversifying our economy is also 
diversifying our trading partners and our trade links. 
That means expanding from our traditional markets of 
North America and Europe. The PLP did a tremen-
dous job of laying the foundation for this expansion. 
The foundation consists of the vast network of Tax 
Information Exchange Agreements, relationships that 
have been nurtured in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
region, and forays into India and China. It is vital that 
we continue to enhance these relationships. 
 Similarly, we must develop closer relations 
with our Caribbean neighbours and strengthen our 
links with China and the emerging economies in Africa 
and Latin America. There are a number of Bermudian 
entrepreneurs who have expanded their businesses 
into the Caribbean. Increased trade will be beneficial, 
as these markets can be new consumers of Ber-
muda’s services, and they can be places for more of 
our local business to expand into other countries, thus 
enhancing the wealth of local entrepreneurs and in-
vestors. 
 Finally, a vision for the future must also look 
to establish new trade links. Whether it be capitalising 
on new Caribbean links to the Pacific or new sea links 
to Africa, trade links can lead to a wider variety of 
goods for our local merchants, which can result in the 
reduction of [the cost of] goods and services in our 
stores. 
  

A Vibrant Tourism Industry 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, Vision 2025 requires 
us to commit to developing a vibrant tourism industry 
for our country, and it requires the necessary invest-
ment to support that effort. 
 Tourism is a global industry, and we must 
compete globally. That means that we must invest in 
our product, invest in our marketing, invest in our 
people and understand the basis of tourism. Tourism 
is about experiences, tourism is about escape, tour-
ism is about letting go and tourism is, most of all, 
about fun. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, let us allow the 
Shadow Minister of Finance to continue his presenta-
tion without interruption. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am sorry that the Members opposite 
would like to chime in. But I hope that you are listen-
ing. I know it is a long speech. I know it is meaty, but I 
am hoping to do my best. 
 
The Speaker: I am understanding. I am understand-
ing. Please carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Got you. 
 Again, Mr. Speaker, tourism is about experi-
ences, tourism is about escape, tourism is about let-
ting go and, most of all, tourism is about fun. In order 
to compete in tourism, we need to remember that if 
people do not get it in Bermuda, they will go some-
where else to get it—that is the very essence of global 
competition. 
 Mr. Speaker, if we as a people put the pas-
sion and investment into rebuilding our tourism indus-
try, we can succeed. Our future success, however, 
must be based on the realisation that our beaches 
alone are not enough to attract visitors to our shores; 
we must offer a compelling product, and that requires 
investment from both the public and the private sector. 
 

[Creation of Crown Corporations] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as we move to diver-
sify our economy over the next decade, we must also 
increase efficiency and productivity in the civil service. 
The call for privatisation of Government services is 
based on the premise that the private sector can pro-
vide the same service at a lower cost. Mr. Speaker, in 
theory, that is correct. However, what happens in 
practice is that unions are busted, employees are 
made redundant, benefits are reduced and the end-
user costs are often increased. Another by-product of 
privatisation is that public assets are transferred to the 
private sector, often at below-market rates, which in-
evitably results in the haves having more. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is another alternative, and 
that is to follow the model of a Crown Corporation. 
The structure is simple: Instead of selling Government 
assets to the private sector, assets and employees 
are transferred to a Crown Corporation that is wholly 
owned by the Government. This corporation is given 
the flexibility to manage its own affairs under the over-
sight of a board of directors. The Crown Corporation 
will operate at arm’s length from Government, and its 
executives will have the responsibility to increase pro-
ductivity. When the organisation is successful and 
earns a profit, those profits are transferred to the peo-
ple of Bermuda and not a private entity. A Crown Cor-

poration can be used for the redevelopment of our 
airport and other Government departments where the 
structure can assist in increasing productivity. 
 

Investments in our Future 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: In order to achieve our vision of a 
strong and vibrant Bermuda by 2025, we must make 
investments to grow and develop our Island. The fol-
lowing sections highlight some of the investment re-
quired to execute that vision: 
 

Create a Bermuda Fund 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, if we are to create 
long-term economic growth, we need to use the tools 
at our disposal to invest and generate economic activ-
ity in Bermuda. There is a high level of investment 
expertise in Bermuda, and the Government should 
take advantage of this expertise by creating a Ber-
muda Fund. This fund, which can be seeded with a 
small portion of the pension funds that are under the 
control of the Government, would allow Bermuda to 
tap into the investment expertise on-Island while pro-
viding an additional outlet for our large pension funds 
to invest more of their money in Bermuda-based eq-
uity investments. 
 The Bermuda Fund should not be exclusive to 
pension funds and other institutional investors; it 
should be listed on the Bermuda Stock Exchange and 
allow individuals to invest and contribute to the devel-
opment of Bermuda. 
 The fund should be run for the specific pur-
pose of generating positive returns while investing in 
the development of Bermuda-based businesses. The 
fund could invest in industries identified to diversify 
the economy, such as the offshore fisheries and 
aquaculture. The Bermuda Fund could also be used 
to attract job creators to our shores while we invest in 
emerging global industries such as mobile application 
development. Mr. Speaker, why cannot the next bil-
lion-dollar mobile application be developed right here 
in Bermuda? 
 

Establish a Technology Incubator 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, following on that line, 
it is . . . To grow our economy over the next decade, 
we will develop a technology incubator at Southside. 
This will allow start-ups in the technology field that 
require little more than a computer and an Internet 
connection to enjoy introductory tax incentives while 
developing their new products and services in Ber-
muda. 
 As part of this initiative, we will work with in-
ternational payment processors, such as PayPal, 
Braintree and Stripe, to enable the transfer of funds to 
bank accounts based in Bermuda. This move will as-
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sist in attracting international developers and will also 
be a welcome boost to local entrepreneurs. 
 It is important to get more people living and 
working in Bermuda, and a successful technology in-
cubator can lead to other well-established global 
technology companies setting up a physical presence 
here. Bermuda First recommended that Bermuda be-
come a global centre for intellectual property, and 
having a technology incubator can assist in making 
that goal a reality. 
 

[Transform our Education System] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, Vision 2025 requires 
a world-class education system. Education is an in-
vestment in our future, it is an investment in our peo-
ple and it is an investment worth making. The Pro-
gressive Labour Party has already committed to edu-
cation reform by pledging to phase out middle 
schools; however, it is equally important that we not 
only improve the standard of teaching, but also pre-
pare our students for a future in a world driven by 
technology. We must invest in ensuring that we have 
excellent technology in our schools, but we must also 
enhance our curriculum with an increased focus on 
science, technology, engineering, and math. 
 The Bermuda College must continue to be 
enhanced to be relevant. The Government should 
work in cooperation with the college to promote local 
application development. Instead of paying high-
priced IT consultants, the Government can work 
through the Bermuda College to develop and maintain 
and enhance online applications that make Govern-
ment more efficient. This practical work will provide 
real-world experience to our students and will provide 
the benefit to the college, as the applications devel-
oped can be licensed to other governments world-
wide. Mr. Speaker, this is the type of forward thinking 
that we must embrace if we are to prepare our people 
for a world of technology. 
 

[Invest in our Civil Infrastructure] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, a vision for the future 
must take into account the requirement to invest in our 
civil infrastructure. As we succeed in growing our 
economy over the next decade, we must also prepare 
our infrastructure for more people living and working 
in Bermuda. This means that we have to make proac-
tive investments to widen our roads at traffic choke-
points to prevent the congestion that we saw before 
the financial crisis. 
 We must also implement the National Infra-
structure Strategy Plan, which outlines important [im-
provements] and repairs to our infrastructure that will 
not only enhance our overall quality of life, but create 
business opportunities for construction companies 
and jobs for Bermudian construction workers. 
 

[Invest in the Green Economy] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Green Economy 
can be one of the main drivers of our economic 
growth in the next decade. This is a place where addi-
tional Government investment can make a real differ-
ence in building this industry, stimulating employment 
and installing infrastructure that will save the Govern-
ment money in the long run. 
 Vision 2025 would see a PLP Government 
take the lead by investing in the Green Economy, by 
outfitting Government buildings with renewable-
energy-generation technologies, enabling the Gov-
ernment to become a net producer of energy. In to-
day’s dollars, that would result in $20 million less in 
annual spending. Vision 2025 would also see the 
Government convert its fleet of light vehicles to hybrid 
and electric vehicles. 
 We would require smart metres from energy 
utilities to ensure citizens are aware of their real-time 
energy consumption, and would promote investments 
in a smart energy grid. The PLP would also extend the 
existing rebates for private homes to eligible commer-
cial properties and drive growth in this budding indus-
try. 
 Though investment in the Green Economy is 
vital, for a secure energy future, we will always require 
a provider of last resort. Vision 2025 would see 
BELCO complete its transition to liquefied natural gas, 
a project that will yield significant investment in our 
energy infrastructure and will create dozens of jobs in 
the process. 
 In 2025, when Bermuda is producing a signifi-
cant amount of energy from renewable sources, the 
impact of external events will be less pronounced on 
our economy. Additionally, instead of spending mil-
lions of dollars on importing fuel, that money will stay 
in our local economy. 
 

[Reforming Health Care] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the cost of health 
care is a major expense for the Government and also 
reduces our competitiveness globally. As a country, 
we must work to reduce these costs, which will lead to 
savings that will promote economic growth. Over the 
next decade, Bermuda must become a healthier soci-
ety, which will lead to reduced health care costs. To 
realise this goal by 2025, the PLP proposes the fol-
lowing: 

• To increase an emphasis on health education 
in the pre-schools, primary schools and high 
schools; 

• To increase community education and require 
nutrition information to be published in local 
restaurants; 

• To increase competition in the local insurance 
market. Competition drives down costs so the 
consumer is the beneficiary; 
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• Mandate insurance companies to include 
coverage for established complementary and 
alternative medical services such as, but not 
limited to, traditional Chinese medicine, ho-
meopathy, mind-body stress management, 
kinesiology and naturopathy; 

• Promote medical tourism to promote addi-
tional utilisation of our new health care facili-
ties, providing cutting-edge treatments that 
are approved in the United Kingdom, but not 
yet available in the United States; 

• Build and maintain cost-efficient urgent care 
centres in the east and west ends of the Is-
land. 

 
Promote Domestic Saving and Investment 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, to transform our 
economy by 2025, the Government cannot be the only 
entity to invest in our country’s future. As a people, we 
must save and invest more to create wealth. It is vital 
that we develop a culture of saving and develop a 
mindset where every Bermudian strives to spend the 
dividends of our wealth and not just our wages. 
 To promote saving and investment, we must 
also develop domestic capital markets. The develop-
ment of these markets will create Island investment 
vehicles for Bermudians to invest in Bermuda. We 
must provide the banks with competition and allow 
local entrepreneurs alternative access to capital, thus 
boosting local small business. With the discussion 
about further relaxation of 60/40 rules, we believe it is 
prudent to increase the availability and efficiency of 
domestic capital markets to promote increased do-
mestic investment and put Bermudian capital to work. 
 Mr. Speaker, in order to promote the benefits 
of saving and investing, we must make a concerted 
effort to increase financial literacy. The Government 
can help by launching a financial literacy campaign 
including public service announcements and forums 
on saving and investing. If we are to increase the 
rates of saving and investment in Bermuda over the 
next decade, it will enhance our long-term economic 
growth. 
 

Rebuilding our Communities 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, it is important that 
the Government do what it can to support community 
organisations that provide important services. Vision 
2025 will enable community organisations and parish 
councils to pay nominal rents for the use of vacant 
and derelict Government properties. Such leasing 
would be revenue accretive, as these leases would 
result in construction activity and employment, which 
would yield revenue in customs duties and payroll 
taxes. 
 

Increasing Home Ownership 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, most Bermudians 
share the dream of home ownership, but the reality is 
that, for many, that dream is hard to attain without an 
inheritance. Many young Bermudians cannot fathom 
purchasing a property, and the decision between liv-
ing at home or paying someone else’s mortgage is an 
unwelcome choice for many. Our vision for the next 
decade provides a steppingstone onto Bermuda’s 
property ladder. We will incentivise the construction of 
studio and one-bedroom apartments that will be af-
fordable enough for young Bermudians to purchase. 
This will enable the students whom we so desperately 
want to return home to become property owners at a 
young age while they build equity in their own homes. 
 

[Investing in Domestic Food Production] 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as a country, we 
must focus on sustainability, and that means we 
should also look to increase our domestic food pro-
duction. As part of Vision 2025, the Progressive La-
bour Party will lease the many acres of arable Gov-
ernment land that is currently not being used, to boost 
domestic food production. Additionally, we would 
promote and develop community gardens that can 
assist in meeting the needs of the less fortunate in our 
community. 
 

A Fairer and More Equitable Bermuda 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, our vision for the 
next decade must be cognisant of the need to build a 
society that is fairer and more equitable. Why is this 
important? It is important because, in order to promote 
long-term growth, we must reduce income inequality. 
The most recent research on this topic, completed by 
the OECD in December 2014, states that (and I 
quote) “Income inequality has a sizeable and statisti-
cally negative impact on growth.” (End quote.) Addi-
tionally, that same research shows that income ine-
quality also lowers the educational achievement of the 
poor, which in turn limits social mobility. As a country, 
we must be sure that we promote policies that reduce 
income inequality, and the PLP will, as part of Vision 
2025, ensure that we take steps to reduce income 
inequality, which will assist in boosting economic 
growth. 
 

[A Plan for the Future] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as the old adage 
says, Those who fail to plan plan to fail. Mr. Speaker, 
following my presentation today, it is my hope the 
Bermudian people can be confident that this Progres-
sive Labour Party Government-in-waiting has an eco-
nomic vision for the future and a plan for the economic 
development and diversification of Bermuda for the 
next 10 years. 
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[Desk thumping] 
 

Conclusion 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am sure as a wel-
come sign to many, my conclusion. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: I have got all day. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No problem, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have laid out the challenges 
that we as a country face, I have offered praise and 
constructive criticism to the OBA and I have set out a 
long-term vision for economic diversification. 
 Mr. Speaker, these are big ideas; however, far 
too often, our political discourse is not worthy of the 
people we serve. Mr. Speaker, let us just take a look 
at what some members of the PLP have been treated 
with over the past two weeks. 
 On February 19th, after doing my job as 
Shadow Minister of Finance in a proper functioning 
democracy, holding the government to account and 
fulfilling my duty to examine government funds, I was 
greeted with the following, (quote): “three misleads 
that call into question the priorities and loyalties of the 
Shadow Finance Minister.” (End quote.) And that was 
MP Sylvan Richards on February 19th. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am the father of a two-month-
old Bermudian girl. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: I want you to be able to finish so that I 
can hear you. Yes, both sides are making noise. And 
so, let us all be quiet and allow the Honourable Mem-
ber to complete his deliberation. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am the father of a two-month-
old Bermudian girl. My priority is making sure that she 
can grow up in a Bermuda that she is proud to call her 
home. As for my loyalty, Mr. Speaker, I would hope it 
is where all of our loyalties should lie, and that is do-
ing our best to improve the lives of our people. How 
then, Mr. Speaker, does questioning my motives ac-
complish that aim? 
 Mr. Speaker, recently, when MP Michael 
Weeks penned a Letter to the Editor on an issue that 
is important to him—in this case, fixing the Bermuda 
Day Holiday to a weekend because it is his belief that 
it will help tourism and benefit our students—he was 
attacked with the following (and I quote, Mr. Speaker): 
“This may be political mischief and simply the Opposi-
tion’s attempt to be seen to be doing something, while 

trying to distract from the work the OBA is engaged in 
to revive our economy and move Bermuda forward.” 
(End quote.) 
 
An Hon. Member: Who said that? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: That was MP Nandi Outerbridge 
on February 24th. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we have been 
going very well. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. They are not quite 
ready. You deserve complete silence. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, MP Weeks in his letter did not 
even mention the OBA. He was simply promoting his 
view to the people of this country on why he felt the 
holiday should be moved. Since when did it become a 
bad thing for an elected representative in a democ-
racy to communicate with members of the public? 
Since when did that act of representation become 
(quote) “political mischief” and a “distraction”? The 
question, Mr. Speaker, is, How did that response ad-
vance the public debate? How did that response give 
any indication to our constituents that our leaders can 
try to work together to solve the issues of the day? 
When did a simple issue of moving a holiday deserve 
such a rebuke? 
 The fallacy of the constant political back-and-
forth is that, This is the PLP’s mess, and the OBA is 
cleaning it up. No, Mr. Speaker. This is Bermuda’s 
mess, and we both played a part in getting us here, 
and we both have a part to play in fixing the problems 
that affect us all! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Just a minute! Just a minute! We are 
going to be quiet! 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will repeat again. The fallacy of the constant 
political back-and-forth is that, This is the PLP’s mess, 
and the OBA is cleaning it up. No, Mr. Speaker. It is 
Bermuda’s mess, and we both played a part in getting 
us here, and we both have to part a play in fixing the 
problems that affect all of us! 
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 Mr. Speaker, allow me to cast your mind back 
to May 2010 when in this House there was a debate 
on the Green Paper on Gaming. In 2010, we had al-
ready lost [over] 2,000 jobs and our air arrivals had 
already dropped by 24 per cent since the beginning of 
the recession. And in 2010, Members of this House 
were presented with a report that said, at a minimum, 
gaming would create 1,787 new jobs and it could cre-
ate as many as 2,975 new jobs. 
 Mr. Speaker, there were some in the PLP who 
held a moral position on gaming, and there were oth-
ers who were in support. The issue enjoyed the sup-
port of the fledgling BDA and the Chamber of Com-
merce. But the United Bermuda Party was unanimous 
in their opposition. Four years later, a Cabinet com-
posed of a majority of the same UBP Members who 
were in unanimous opposition then introduced a Bill to 
introduce casino gaming. 
 The people of Bermuda can judge for them-
selves where we as a country would have been if we 
had put the interest of our people ahead of intra-party 
and partisan political agendas and moved forward on 
gaming together in 2010. Do you think we would have 
lost almost 7,000 jobs, Mr. Speaker? Do you think our 
national debt would be as high? Do you think we 
would have been forced to make such drastic cuts to 
our education, scholarships, health care and seniors? 
 Why do I raise this issue, Mr. Speaker? I raise 
it because it shows the real negative impact that a 
refusal to work together and put our people first can 
have. It shows how our partisan squabbles can cause 
damage to our country and its people. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are hungry children in our 
country, there are seniors who can barely afford gro-
ceries, there are once-proud Bermudian people re-
duced to homelessness. They want us to put their 
best interests first! 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I will echo what I said 
last year: There is no doubt that we as a country have 
big challenges to face. And as the first speaker in to-
day’s general economic debate, it is my hope that we 
can have a debate worthy of the people of this coun-
try. It is my hope that we can talk about our vision for 
the future and how we are going to empower our citi-
zens. It is my hope that all Members will contribute 
substance and not poll-tested political rhetoric to this 
important debate. 
 Mr. Speaker, in this response, we have raised 
many issues and ideas. Some are simple; others are 
sure to generate controversy. But all have been raised 
with the goal of making Bermuda a better place for 
Bermudians. Bermudians deserve a debate on the 
serious challenges that our country is facing, and it is 
my hope that we can have a substantive debate on 
the issues raised by the Minister is his Statement and 
those that we have raised today. Mr. Speaker, as 
Honourable Members, we should debate the issues, 
we should debate the ideas, we should debate our 

different visions for the future, but we should not de-
bate about each other or our respective parties. 
 Mr. Speaker, the refrain commonly heard from 
the Government benches of 14 years will not put our 
people back to work. It will not provide the training 
necessary for some of our citizens to re-enter the 
workforce, and it will not ensure our students can af-
ford to go to university. 
 Bermuda is in need of dynamic change and 
transformation, change that will empower our people 
and secure our future. It is our job as an Opposition to 
put forward our ideas for public consumption and for 
debate in this Honourable House. Mr. Speaker, we 
have done that today, and it is time for us to work to-
gether to make sure that our future is brighter than our 
past. 
 Mr. Speaker, the people of this country are 
listening, and it is my hope today, in this Honourable 
House, we can ensure that they hear a debate about 
an economic vision for the future that inspires the 
hopes, the dreams and ambitions of the Bermudians 
whom we represent. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 It has gone past the time. So, Honourable 
Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we now adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Honourable Members, we will adjourn, and we 
will return at 2:15 [pm]. Two-fifteen. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:40 pm 
  

Proceedings resumed at 2:15 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
DEBATE ON THE BUDGET STATEMENT 

AND REPLY TO THE BUDGET  
 
The Speaker: Members, we are considering the Es-
timates of Revenue and Expenditure and we have had 
the Reply to the Budget Statement by MP E. D. Burt. 

The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member Mark Pettingill from constitu-
ency 25, Warwick North East. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
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Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —and colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether it is from 
my sins or whatever but I seem to have had this des-
ignation a couple of times of the opening bat here. 
But, hopefully, I will be able to try to stick to the wicket 
and make some runs that can also get the applause 
from the other side, not just my own. We will have to 
see how we do. 
 I join with the Honourable Member from Pem-
broke West Central, particularly in his final analysis of 
how we need to be going and moving in the direction, 
and what the debate should be about. I find a little bit 
of an irony in his final pages in that I have felt that it 
has been a bit vitriolic at times. And I have been the 
victim of some of that, but I do not think that . . . well, 
as Mahatma Gandhi said, Mr. Speaker, “An eye for an 
eye makes the whole world blind.” So there is no point 
in trying to stab out eyes here today. But I think there 
are some things that we certainly need to look at. 
 In keeping with the quote vein that I always 
seem to like to start with, Mr. Speaker, it was Charles 
Dickens who said, “It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness . . . it was the spring of hope, it was 
the winter of despair . . . we were all going direct to 
Heaven, we were all going direct the other way.” It 
was Victorian times, Mr. Speaker, so he could not 
really say what he was thinking, but I am sure we all 
get the import. 
 The point, I think, Mr. Speaker, from that is 
about different perspectives of where we are at, and 
where we are going. And it is quite clear from the 
Honourable Member from Pembroke West Central’s 
speech that whilst we can be ad idem on a number of 
things, we are not ad idem on a number of others with 
regard to how we deal with the great challenges that 
we have in our economy. 
 One could say, Mr. Speaker, that your per-
spective is your reality. And for me the perspective is 
always, or should be, based on what the facts are. 
And if we stick with facts as our reality and acknowl-
edge those, I think we can move forward on a sound 
basis, even if sometimes we digress on what the 
planning needs to be. 
 Personally, I feel the time for casting a ton of 
blame on the mess we find ourselves in financially has 
become like beating the proverbial dead horse after 
he has kicked the barn door open and let all the ani-
mals run away. You keep kicking him and he is not 
going to jump up and say, Yes, it was me, I let the 
animals run away. 

And the fact of the matter is I took a stroll 
through a little bit of history and it was the Honourable 
Shadow Finance Minister who in his initial speech in 
that position said,1 “[Our leader said] ‘with new lead-
ership comes a new direction, a new purpose, and a 
new way of doing things.” [He said,] “The Progressive 

1 Royal Gazette, 2 March 2013 

Labour Party cannot absolve itself of responsibility for 
the country’s financial position. During our time in of-
fice we made mistakes, mistakes—mistakes that we 
cannot make again.” And certainly, Mr. Speaker, I was 
commending of that statement then. I thought it was 
entitled reflection and I think that he still embraces 
that position with regard to where we are at and how 
we got to be here. 
 So we have to now look to see how we get to 
where we are going, [what] to do next, and how we 
are going to do it. And I agree with that Honourable 
Member with this, in this situation (and he said this in 
another speech) this needs to be a Bermudian prob-
lem. It is a Bermudian problem. It is not just the Gov-
ernment’s problem, it needs to be a Bermudian prob-
lem, and not one about just scoring political points on 
who did what or who has not done what or who needs 
to do this or who is not doing this right and so on and 
so forth. 

Our philosophy is clearly different. And this is 
the way that I see it: The Opposition wants (and this is 
not a complete summary, but I am just highlighting the 
points here) the Government to invest. Okay. The 
OBA wants foreign people to invest. And there right 
away we draw a dichotomy between what happened (I 
will not walk through history) . . . but I get the import of 
almost like what . . . would do that again if they had 
the opportunity.  

When the Government invests in capital pro-
jects you drain the kitty. And that in large part is what 
happens. We cannot be in a position again where the 
Government invests in very expensive capital projects 
using the people’s money because you just run it 
down and find yourself in a position that you are hav-
ing to dig yourself out of and you get in a big hole. So 
what you endeavour to do, which is what this Gov-
ernment is doing, is get foreign investment to come in 
and spend their money and create jobs out of that. So 
that is where I see a peg of a difference in philosophy 
with regard to how we move forward.  

We cannot get into a position of credit to do 
capital projects, and we cannot get into a position of 
just printing money to do them because it would cre-
ate jobs for a short period of time. We have got to get 
that international investment in. And the facts are that 
this Government is doing that. That is what has been 
going on, Mr. Speaker. And what seems to be lost 
(and I say this with respect) on the Opposition and on 
the Honourable Shadow Finance Minister is that the 
sensibility of approach is the less you spend, the 
quicker you get out of debt.  

And the one thing that was highlighted for me 
in his vision for 2025, Mr. Speaker, was it failed to ad-
dress the fact of the national debt. It was not even 
mentioned. It was not mentioned. 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. 
 If I could please attract his attention to 
page 10 of the Progressive Labour Party’s Budget 
Reply which said, “The budget will return to full bal-
ance in 2019/20, enabling a gradual reduction of debt 
and gradual increases in capital and current account 
spending.” 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And spoke at length about that. I 
will remind him also that it is the exact same thing that 
your budget says. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Honour-
able Member. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Well, I am impressed to see it 
says the same thing. I am talking about the actual 
embracing of the fact of the issue with regard to that 
debt. It is the debt that is killing us. And it is the debt 
that creates the problems with that vision. And we 
have to figure out a way as to how we address that 
. . . well, first, the deficit situation, and then a mam-
moth debt which is sucking us dry. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, you know, I always say to 
people it is like having surgery sometimes. You had 
better make sure you have got the right doctor be-
cause when he puts you out, you are just in his hands 
and you need to know that he is getting it right. And [it 
is] the same analogy when it comes to getting on that 
plane. Mr. Speaker, when you get on the plane, you 
have to have a degree of confidence that there are 
two well-trained, experienced pilots at the front of the 
plane that have a proven track record of being great 
pilots. Not ones that have run into all kinds of prob-
lems or who have been caught . . . whether they have 
been caught drinking or they have been caught . . . 
they have had too many rough landings and skidded 
off the runway or they have crashed a plane here or 
there and managed to survive. Those are not the right 
pilots that you want at the front of the plane.  
 It is very, very difficult to convince people that 
if you have been that type of pilot they should let you 
fly the plane again. Nobody is going to want to get on 
that plane. Nobody is going to want to get on it. And 
the one thing that I am happy about . . . well, not 
happy about, [but] we have to give kudos for, is that 
the Finance Minister of this Government is the quali-
fied pilot to do the job . . . the qualified pilot to do the 
job—a man of experience, a man of economic experi-
ence, a man of business experience, with a back-
ground that speaks to a solid understanding of fi-

nance. That is the pilot that you need and that is why 
you do not see, like myself, your student Cessna pi-
lots flying the 747. Because if you walk up to the front 
of the jet and you have got a 22-year-old there, people 
would be scrambling to get their luggage down out of 
the top bins and get off the plane, just because they 
saw the guy was 22. They would be thinking, What is 
his experience? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: How did he get up there? Was 
it a hijacking? We cannot be hijacked and we cannot 
be hijacked by, One day I am going to be a great pilot. 
One day I will have all this experience.  
 The one thing about this Finance Minister—
love him or not, because he is a pretty forthright guy, 
and I regard him as a close personal friend and he will 
tell you exactly what it is, you know. Hey, you look 
ugly today—you know, that is Bob Richards, he is go-
ing to give it to you straight up, straight up. 
 And the one thing when this Budget speech 
was finished and one of the people from the media 
commented and congratulated him on the fact that it 
was a forthright and candid budget—a forthright and 
candid budget, not full of, you know, candy canes and 
all kinds of stuff that make it sound nice, but of the 
facts—it was the real thing. I think the Bermudians 
across the political divide, Mr. Speaker, surely must 
acknowledge that. [They] surely must acknowledge 
that he has inherited a mess (however it was caused) 
. . . he has inherited a mess and he has got to figure 
out a way to get us out of it. And that is an immediate 
concern. The concern is immediate in that regard, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 You know, it is a bit like the Titanic. Okay, the 
Titanic was . . . one, it should have been warned. It 
got a warning about where it should have been sailing 
and how fast it should have been going, and then it 
ignored the warning. Well, there is an analogy. One 
may consider that the previous Government had cer-
tain warnings about the way that it was spending and 
what things were being done and that we were head-
ing down a slippery slope. And this Finance Minister 
(who was then the Shadow) certainly and repeatedly 
gave that warning, just like they did to the Titanic: 
There is a lot of ice out there do not be speeding 
along like everything is great because it is a starry, 
starry night and it seems like smooth sailing. A perfect 
analogy. Well, the next thing that happens [is] some-
body starts ringing a bell and says, Ice! Ice! 
 Now, when we talk about addressing immedi-
ate situations and we put them in the question of fi-
nance, you have got to address the issues of deficit 
and debt that are killing us right now . . . right now, 
because if you do not get out of that situation you 
sink. So it is nice to hear about a plan for 2025, but 
that analogy is like the Captain of the Titanic saying, 
Oh, yeah, the ice is coming, and going down to his 
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cabin to plan for the rest of the voyage to New York 
. . . plan for the rest of the voyage.  

What else happens is it would have been 
great if they could have just put the brakes on the Ti-
tanic or just whipped it around like in a speedboat, 
[but] they could not. They were turning and spinning 
and turning and trying to avoid calamity and disaster 
and could not quite do it. And a lot of people went 
down with that ship including that Captain. 
 So the analogous situation for this Finance 
Minister and for the captain of our ship, the Honour-
able Premier, is not to get caught in that, to address 
the critical situation, the critical situation of right now, 
of avoiding the imminent disaster, and then when you 
get around that, get on your nice little starlit voyage to 
New York and you can plan for this, and you have 
deck games the next day and everything—happy sail-
ing, happy sailing. 
 But it is the urgency of now, Mr. Speaker, that 
is very, very key to what has to be addressed. 
 Now in giving that platitude, which is well de-
served, and I think that it is across the board with re-
gard to fate and ability and also in a plan. I think that it 
is essential to look at, when we are dealing with phi-
losophies and plans, some of the things that the Hon-
ourable Shadow Finance Minister has put out in his 
concept of a Reply of his budget of how it will be 
done, and perhaps address some facts and realities 
as it pertains to that.  
 Because the one thing that I give with all flat-
tery to that Honourable Member is that I honestly be-
lieve . . . I mean, he is a great lawyer. He could sell 
ice to an Eskimo, and that is a compliment. He could 
sell ice to an Eskimo, you know, when he gets on a go 
and all the rest of it. He sounds so convincing in his 
approach and in his manner and in his confidence that 
the Eskimos would be lining up to say, Well, okay, I 
think the igloo is pretty good, but we’ll take an ice ma-
chine, sure. And the Honourable David Burt would be 
the one to sell it to them, absolutely the one to sell it to 
them, and there is a lot to be said for that.  

But at times you kind of have got to have 
somebody that comes along—somebody with some 
sensibility that comes along—who says, Hold on a 
second, as they look around at the winter wasteland 
about them and the chill in the seal coats and say, Do 
you think maybe we’ve got enough ice and we don’t 
need any more? And start to scratch a little bit below 
the frosty surface. 
 So the Honourable Member talks about, Mr. 
Speaker, Crown Corporations. Well, to my mind and 
my understanding that is the same thing as a quango. 
So we are just using a different type of terminology for 
something that we already have. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, if the Member will 
yield to a point of clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Do you want clarification? 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Just to let the Member know that 
a Crown Corporation is actually a limited liability com-
pany— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I know that. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —where the shareholder is the 
Government, so it is quite different from a quango. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I am aware of what it is, but by 
way of analogy, Mr. Speaker, it— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: BLDC [Bermuda Land Devel-
opment Company] is a good example of that. So I 
mean there is nothing like, kind of, you know, there is 
no panacea that is illuminating in that. 
 Now, I have got to say that part of it—and I 
think this is good . . . to be honest, I have made the 
same jury speech probably 800 times. Well, in part. 
You know, you apply the different facts but the catch 
lines are the same. The Honourable Member is very 
good at doing that as are a number of his colleagues 
(I hear them sighing in the background, another one) 
because a lot of what we have heard is a cut and 
paste of what we have heard for the three years.  

Some of the paragraphs and the lines are ac-
tually exactly the same from the other speeches as 
well. And other people deal with that, but I mean he 
can plagiarise himself, but the point is this, you have 
got to be . . . again, that does not come down to ad-
dressing the situation as it is. That is spin. Because 
things over the last two years have changed you have 
to be looking at where you are today and what is go-
ing on today and address it today. 

Anybody that is in the Government, and my 
honourable friends on the other side know this be-
cause they have been the Government (I doubt that 
they will be again for some time, but they have been 
the Government) and they are well aware that . . . you 
can say . . . with the best ideas in the world—here is 
an idea to do this and do this and do this—but it is a 
moving target. One, you have to get in and look under 
the hood because you do not know what you are go-
ing to get. And when you have inherited it, it causes 
the goalpost to move. That happens continuously be-
cause of the impact.  

They have been very, very pronounced in 
saying [that] part of the reason or sometimes the 
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whole reason that we are in the mess we are in is be-
cause of the world economy, You cannot blame us, it 
was the world economy. You know, that is a perfect 
example of, Here you go, let’s put it on something. 

So some of the ideas . . . and I have to say, I 
support many of these ideas conceptually. And this is 
the difference between being the Government and 
having to plan and build foundations and do a lot of 
work and being in Opposition. And we used to get this 
all the time. I remember the Honourable Member Mr. 
Blakeney (I cannot remember, please forgive me, his 
constituency) 

The Speaker: Thirteen. 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: The Honourable Member from 
constituency 13, would sit right down here and I would 
be sitting in that corner down there where he is now 
having a go, and he would often say, You know what 
it’s like. Aren’t you going to agree with anything that 
we’re doing? and so on and so forth. And now the 
shoe is on the other foot and I entirely sympathise 
with what he was saying at the time. Right? I get it. I 
have been over there. And I used to get instructions 
as, I guess, one of the advocates in those days, it was 
a case of what can we find wrong this week? It was 
almost the starting page. But that is the nature of the 
Opposition, you know, What can we find wrong this 
week. It would be a wonderful world if we all just stood 
up and said, Wow! Everything they have said is per-
fect and it’s right. And then we would have one aisle 
down the middle and we would all be happy campers. 
But it is not going to get that way; it will not work like 
that. 

So, Mr. Speaker, when we see some of the 
cut and paste about the ideas, we talk about the Blue 
Economy. And this is one of the posts that the Oppo-
sition keeps posting. They keep posting this one. 
There are three (I am going to come to the others), 
but the big post is the Blue Economy. And this year 
we even got a quote—a nice quote, too—from a gen-
tleman who is clearly well versed. And this is Nick 
Hutchings, “If we are to be in a position to realise the 
socio-economic potential of Bermuda’s mineral re-
sources when the deep sea mining industry matures 
to viability, we need to start now.” Happy day! 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: They did not spell his name 
right, okay. I think they are talking about the same guy 
though. I think they are talking about the same guy. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, happy day! I am all for 
that. But here is the point. Right now we cannot afford 
to get my son’s little punt row boat and go out with a 
snorkel and start looking for stuff on the bottom of the 
ocean. So just stop with, This is what we would do. 
No, you would not. No, you would not because you 
could not. And why not? Because there is no money 

for you to go and start seabed mining. And there 
might be, I don’t know, oil or gold—or whatever the 
pipedream is out there, it could be there—and we do 
not have a tool that we can afford to siphon it up with. 
And those are just, Mr. Speaker, the facts.  

In order to do that type of thing you have got 
to have a ton of money or . . . or what else? You have 
got to get somebody with a lot of money who wants to 
engage in a partnership with the Government who is 
going to go out and do your seabed mining. First of 
all, they have got to find the stuff, which costs a lot of 
money from my limited research. It is not about stick-
ing a snorkel in the water. I wish there were mounds 
of gold sitting on the bottom of the floor 20 feet off the 
South Shore reef there because we would all be down 
there scooping it up. 

So we have to look at what the realities are of 
this. It might be the case. So what you have to hope 
for . . . and unfortunately I have not seen them lining 
up, and I am kind of on the line of being in the position 
now where you have some ideas which business 
might be looking at Bermuda and which business is 
not. I have not heard of and certainly have not heard 
the whispers from the front bench as I might, you 
know, that, Boy, you know, we’ve got this big explorer 
company (I don’t know BP or whoever) who wants to 
come in here in a joint venture with the Government. 
And I am looking at the Finance Minister because I 
want him to say like, Sure, oh yeah, we do. But we do 
not.  

They are not there coming along and saying, 
Let’s dock up and head out with a fleet of ships and 
start doing this research (to start with) . . . start looking 
for these things, start looking for the pockets and then 
start doing it. So it is not really, with all respect, a 
great pillar of what you will do for the country when 
you say, We’ll do seabed mining or We’ll get into sea-
bed mining. You are not going to get any further with it 
than we are, which is, sure, we agree, it could be a 
great thing, bring it . . . bring it!  

Or when we have got a ton of money, we will 
look at doing it. But right now neither of those things 
are the reality. And if somebody comes forward, and I 
would encourage Members on that side—there is a 
businessman there, and entrepreneurs there—hey, go 
out, find the company that is going to do it with you, 
come along, knock on the Premier’s door and say, I 
would like to introduce you to Mr. Seabed Mining guy 
and his billion dollars that he wants to invest with 
Bermuda and split the profits. Find that guy and let us 
have a real conversation about how we are going to 
do that. That would make sense. So, on that one, it is 
like, I have heard it. 

Well, then the Honourable Member starts to 
talk about new trading partners. Okay, new trading 
partners. That happened in the last Government. We 
had people going to India and China and all kinds of 
places. I myself as an attorney had some potential 
involvement with businessmen from India. But I can 
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tell you what they wanted. They wanted to sell us 
stuff. They did not want some kind of reciprocal thing; 
they wanted to know how much money they could 
make out of Bermuda. And that is the bottom line. 
That was it. Every time we tried to look at an avenue, 
could we get into this or could we look at this or . . . 
you know, it was not a case of tourism in those days 
or flights or whatever. They did not want to hear that. 
They were more into which India electric fans can we 
sell you? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And I hear the interpolation 
there, That’s who you spoke to. Well, who did you 
speak to? because they are not here, and they were 
not here when you were there. And people came 
along . . . so I do not know. Why don’t you tell us who 
you spoke to if we all want to get together?  

I have got a feeling we talked to some of the 
same people, and very nice gentlemen as well. And 
maybe still some potential for them. But guess what? 
We have not had anything particularly that has been 
set up in that regard. And I would like there to be, so 
get it going in the right direction in a very real sense. 
Like, let us look sensibly at what the trading partners 
are going to bring to the table.  

I saw one line to just say perhaps it would 
bring some diversity of product that will stimulate the 
economy. But that is where the tale falls short be-
cause it is like that, right there, Mr. Speaker. It is a 
concept, a throwaway line that the Honourable Mem-
ber is so good at, that it might bring some diversity of 
product to trade. Okay, like what? Just name . . . give 
me one product. Give me one product that this new 
trading partner is going to sell in Bermuda and it is 
going to light it up, just one. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Would you like to yield, Honour-
able Member, because you are asking? 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Yes, go ahead. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, quickly. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am thankful that the Honourable 
Member will yield because the fact is when you have 
new trading partners if you are getting products that 
are cheaper, it means that cheaper things of sort; it is 
the very basis of trade. Cheaper products lead to 
people consuming things that cost less with more 
money in the economy. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Okay. Now let me tell you 
something about my people here, okay? You sell 
them—and this is no disrespect to anybody, all right—
you sell them a fan from General Electric that cost “X.” 

Bermudians like General Electric. Yeah, they are go-
ing to buy that. You sell them a fan that is called 
Moballywinky fan, or whatever it is you are going to 
say that you call it from a jurisdiction that is making 
. . . probably very, very good products, do not get me 
wrong. Some of those products are exceptional; I 
know that to be the case. But do you really think it is 
going to light the fire here on the economy? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I agree. But let us look at it. I 
agree. 

But, again, you have got to think practically 
about what it is you are going to sell and how much 
stimulation there is going to be. We only have so 
much of a consumer market. So suddenly bringing in 
fans from India, or Africa, or made in the Caribbean, 
or made in Asia, it is not going to suddenly [cause us 
to] say, Wow! We solved the deficit problem. No mat-
ter how many products, how many containers are you 
going to do that with? It is a nice little blip on the ra-
dar, I agree, and one of them with a business acumen 
should go and do it and see how far it goes and see 
how much they stimulate the economy, because they 
will probably make money off of that deal too. So why 
not get on with it?  

Those are not Government things. The Gov-
ernment is not going to start suddenly investing in that 
type of thing. Sure, we have the open door and I 
agree with this. I know about the TIEAs [Tax Informa-
tion Exchange Agreements] that were created. They 
are there to be done and we as a Government are not 
ignoring them. The phone is not (as far as I know) 
ringing off the hook in the Honourable Premier’s of-
fice. He does not have a red hot line to the world 
economy that is calling up and saying, We want to 
come and trade in Bermuda.  
 So if people knock on the door and want to do 
something, as far as I know, the Premier is like, Sure, 
come on sit down and talk. Tell us what you have got, 
what you want to do, how does it fit in, what can we 
. . . what is the mutual benefit here even. But certainly 
it has got to what is the benefit here. So those things 
are blips when you are dealing with $2 billion in debt. 
 
The Speaker: You have got one minute left. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I thought an hour, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thirty minutes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Thirty minutes, yes. You have thirty 
minutes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
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Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Mr. Speaker, is that right? Be-
cause I was sitting here on the bat for an hour as I 
was not informed. 
 
The Speaker: Thirty minutes. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Sorry? 
 
The Speaker: Thirty minutes. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I might be good, but I am not 
that good because I was just about to get to the whole 
dialogue about weed, which is not going to save us 
either. But Mr. Speaker, it is what it is. 
 I will close out on this. You know what? The 
fact of the matter is that what we are doing here is 
serious business and this Government is getting on 
with it and producing it. And the goods are there and 
they are the facts and they are being done. It is not 
Sesame Street and we cannot leave the economy to 
Ernie and Bert. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, constituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, can we change the rules so that 
I at least get an hour? 
 
The Speaker: Now, would you get on with your 
speech? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Just 30 minutes. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, I have got 29 minutes left now. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have listened to the opening 
batsman for the OBA and I must say that it is time for 
them to change that opening batter because he 
clearly laid out not much, but he talked to the Gov-
ernment as far as the Budget is concerned. And so we 
clearly still do not understand where the Government 
is going as far as a vision. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, you have heard the Shadow 
Minister of Finance talk about where there is no vision 
the people perish. I mean, we heard that from Bible 
many times before, but Mr. Speaker, after listening to 
the Minister of Finance and the Shadow Minister of 
Finance, the Honourable Mr. David Burt, I have a new 
one for them. It says, Old men shall dream dreams 
and young men shall have visions. Old men shall 
dream dreams and young men shall have visions.  
 It is clearly, Mr. Speaker, a young man by the 
name of Honourable Member David Burt has been— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member from constitu-
ency— 

An Hon. Member: Thirteen [sic]. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —constituency 13 [sic]— 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —or wherever he is—
[constituency] 18—I do not have all those numbers in 
front of me, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You should do, that is why we give 
them to you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, let me just say 
that the point is that the Shadow Minister laid out a 
vision for this country and for the people of Bermuda. 
But when we compare what the Government is say-
ing, one has to be wondering, Where are we at? 
When you talk about that you have a pilot who under-
stands where he is heading, but yet we produced a 
deficit in this budget of last year . . . talking about 
$267 million, but we end up with a deficit of $300 mil-
lion. When you talk about a Government that says, 
We are going to borrow $800 million (the pilot) and we 
believe that the interest rate is going up, but it went 
the other way, you wonder if that is the right pilot. 
 Mr. Speaker, Michael Jackson said it better 
than I can, he said, They really don’t care about us. 
They really don’t care about us, because the whole 
idea of their budget is not, as I heard one of the ladies 
on the news talking about, a budget that deals with 
the person itself. This does not really impact the ordi-
nary Bermudian. It does not, Mr. Speaker. When you 
are talking about the payroll taxes that they are in-
creasing, why can someone on that side not realise 
that the actual division is to be between the employer 
and the employee? Why put all the burden on the em-
ployee? Mr. Speaker, [it is] because they really do not 
care about us. 
 We have to be sure that the numbers that are 
being put forward—the budget that is being put for-
ward—by the Government are of equity, are fair. And 
you cannot say that the burden put on the small man 
is fair. You cannot say that. 
 Mr. Speaker, over the last two years, or 
probably for the last seven years under the Progres-
sive Labour Party we also recognised that we had to 
give concessions, particularly from 2008/09, I think 
those numbers were. And those numbers talked about 
us getting back the country, helping out the employer 
during a rough time. But, Mr. Speaker, for two years 
straight this Government came here and said, We can 
balance the budget. We can do all these things. We 
can make things happen. But what they are doing this 
year, as the Deputy Leader and Shadow Minister of 
Finance is saying, is that we should have put those 
payroll tax concessions back two years ago because 
we would be in a better position than we are in now. 
We are talking about $30 million for the last two 
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years—the 2013/14 budget and the 2014/15 budget—
$30 million or $60 million which the Government could 
have put on other projects, could have put towards the 
debt. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. I cannot hear you. Your 
colleagues are speaking above you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes, your colleagues. Now I can hear 
you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, Mr. Speaker, the $60 
million that they could have put together for that pe-
riod of time they did not. But I understand, Mr. 
Speaker, during that period of time there were com-
panies who were getting tax concessions from the 
Government who were paying out dividends. So while 
they were enjoying caviar and lobster— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You know what I am talking 
about. 
 
[Crosstalk and laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: While they were enjoying 
them, Mr. Speaker, but the average man could not 
afford it. So now they are putting this whole tax bur-
den back on the small man of roughly, I think it is, 
0.5 per cent. Mr. Speaker, that cannot be fair at this 
particular time in our situation. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am talking about the Gov-
ernment who said that they were going to make things 
better. But from 2012 to 2015 unemployment, as we 
have already heard, is the highest that this country 
has ever recorded. 
 Mr. Speaker, the debt is higher than has ever 
been recorded.  
 Mr. Speaker, tourism arrivals, as my honour-
able colleague has said, are down since 1960, I think, 
1966, before the Minister of Tourism was probably 
even born, and I know he wants to go back to the 
olden days. But Mr. Speaker, we cannot be going 
back those many years to ensure that our numbers 
are right. But this is the Government which came out 
of the ballpark talking about [how] they can make 
things work better for us.  
 But Mr. Speaker, there has been no evidence 
yet on their turnaround plans. 
 Mr. Speaker, what we hear (I know I am not 
going to say it because I know you will probably hit 
that gavel, so I am not going to say it) but Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Beg your pardon? No, I am 
not. I got someone telling me not to say . . . Bob, he 
said, Don’t say it, Wayne. So I am cautioned on that. 

But Mr. Speaker, they promised a plan. So we 
are now two and half years into this Government, and 
their policies—their economic policies—have failed. 
So what did they go back to? They said, Let me go 
back to what we know has worked in the past and that 
is raise taxes. 
 But there is nothing new coming out of it. Yes, 
we will benefit from the America’s Cup from this pe-
riod up until 2017, and we applaud the Minister of 
Economic Development, the Honourable Grant Gib-
bons, for listening to an individual who (I understand) 
approached them to bring the America’s Cup here. I 
think it is good. It is good for the country, so we have 
no problem with that.  
 But there is nothing that the Government has 
really done. There are no policies or clear procedures 
that they have put in place that shows there is a turn-
around, so we have to be concerned. 

It was the Government which said that [they] 
were going to give, I think, 20 per cent of the capital 
works to small businesses. That has not happened. 
Mr. Speaker, I believe that they also said that, We 
would ensure that we would reduce the cost of health 
care. That has not happened, Mr. Speaker. They 
talked about opening a hospital, a medical clinic, to 
ensure access for the vulnerable. That has not hap-
pened. So all of the economics and plans that they 
talked about putting forward really have not benefitted 
the country.  

So the best thing that the Minister said was, 
Let me put some taxes in there this year. And as if for 
the first time in seven years (which I heard), saying 
that [we are going to have] a surplus over our expen-
diture. That was easy! That is not hard. They could 
have done that two years ago. We could have done it, 
Mr. Speaker. Part of our deficit is because we had 
these $30 million of concessions over that seven-year 
period. We could have done it. So this is nothing that I 
am going to applaud because we made this happen 
this year. It is easy. They increased those taxes, and 
now they said that they made it work, it was not that, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, for two years I had spoken to the 
Government about not budgeting for unallocated staff 
within the civil service. Now, I understand this year 
they have cut back some of the staff—those unallo-
cated spots—and they are holding on to, I think, it was 
about $6 [million] or $8 million, I think that is what I 
heard floating out there in the . . . from the Premier 
during the negotiations going on with the union. Mr. 
Speaker, cut all unallocated staff. You have got $6 
[million] to $8 million that the Government can cut 
right now, again. And if they need additional staff, let 
them come back to Cabinet and let the Cabinet Minis-
ter prove that they need the additional staff. If you 
have not had the staff for the last 10 years, what 
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makes you think you need them next year? That is the 
point. 

We had a Government that talked about the 
civil servant . . . that there were too many people that 
were civil servants. But yet in the 2014/15 Budget the 
number of people in the civil service is much higher 
than the Progressive Labour Party ever had. And I 
saw a reduction over the last seven years of civil ser-
vants from the Progressive Labour Party Government, 
compared to them coming in and the civil servant 
numbers going up. So you cannot be saying one thing 
and doing another, it does not work that way. But yet 
these are supposed to be the financial gurus that they 
say they are. 

But Mr. Speaker, this has proven that they are 
not. They have hoodwinked the public into believing 
that they can do certain things, but they have not been 
able to do that. And the reason why is because they 
are not being able to diversify the country, as my hon-
ourable colleague has said. But to say (as I heard the 
Minister of Finance say) Our diversification will be 
tourism, well, that is the dumbest statement I have 
ever heard. I am sure that the Honourable Member, 
Grant Gibbons, and the Honourable Premier, Michael 
Dunkley, had him to read that. 

 
The Speaker: Let us leave those names and just use 
their designations. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, the Minister of Eco-
nomic Development and the Premier did not read that. 
You cannot say you are going to diversify with tourism 
when we have been diversified with that for 40 years. 
The numbers, at the end of the day, have gone [down] 
and mainly based on the policy put forward by the 
United Bermuda Party of those days. It was the United 
Bermuda [Party] policies that were put forward that, I 
believe, helped to shrink the tourism numbers that we 
have. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I was not a Cabinet Minister, 
okay? It was during the time of another Premier who 
is associated with the Minister of Economic Develop-
ment. 

All I am saying to you, Mr. Speaker, is that we 
are talking about . . . the country started to say, We 
are going to deal with financial services. We are going 
to deal with international business, and we withdrew 
money from the tourism budget over those years. We 
withdrew it. When the Progressive Labour Party [be-
came] government, the numbers went up. They put 
money and sunk it in, and I can tell you that the num-
bers that were put in at that time by the Honourable 
Member and Former Premier Ewart Brown . . . the 
numbers went up. They went up. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The numbers went up for 
arrivals. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: They went up, Mr. Speaker. 
But they have now come this year and have gone 
back into the old trend of taking money away from the 
tourism budget. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to tell you (because I 
was the former Minister of Tourism) the numbers are 
tight. They are tight. And you cannot tell me that the 
BTA is happy. Now, they are supposed to be this in-
dependent body and they are not going to say any-
thing because, at the end of the day, they do not want 
repercussions coming back from the Government. But 
you cannot tell me by taking . . . if they want [$]1.6 
[million] this year, why did they need it last year? It 
just does not make sense.  
 We believe (and I am sure the Shadow Minis-
ter of Tourism will speak more about that) that we 
should be putting more money into tourism to get the 
return that we want. And so you have a party on this 
side that does not stop and talk about where we have 
come from. There were mistakes made over the last 
four or five years, Mr. Speaker, because you will rec-
ognise that from 1998 to 2006 (as my colleague so 
vividly pointed out) from 1998 to 2007/2008 the GDP 
soared and the ratio for net debt/GDP was very low. 
 But Mr. Speaker, anybody in their right mind 
recognises that something happened in 2008 that we 
are all aware of. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is why the Bank of 
Butterfield knows about what happened. That is why 
Argus knows what happened. That is why Capital G 
knows what happened. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All right. They all knew it, but 
yet they put the blame only on this group. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know something? We have 
to find a situation and come to realise that black peo-
ple can govern also. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I said that, yes, I did. I went 
there . . . I went there. I went there. But come on this 
side, you will not be able to govern. Come on this 
side, the Honourable Member— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, speak to the 
Chair. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: My point is this, Mr. 
Speaker, for . . . for . . . one, two, three, four, five 
years— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: We are going to have some order. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: For five years, Mr. Speaker, 
the debt ratio, even at 2012, was 26 per cent. But now 
we are running at 36 per cent. Are they the financial 
gurus that we talked about that they are? And they are 
borrowing more money this year . . . and they are bor-
rowing more money this year. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me talk very briefly on— be-
cause I know 30 minutes goes by very fast. They 
know why they increased the payroll . . . not the pay-
roll tax, but the departure tax from, I think, [$]35 to 
[$]50. Because I believe, Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
the CCC could not work out the numbers, and some-
body made a promise to get the numbers up there 
higher for them. That is what I believe, Mr. Speaker. 
So they are now up to $11.5 million to make it look 
good for the CCC. 
 But Mr. Speaker, you cannot tell me that there 
are not enough smart Bermudians, first of all, who can 
build a $255 million airport. You cannot tell me there 
are not smart enough Bermudians who could manage 
the airport. You cannot tell me, Mr. Speaker, that . . . 
and they have been managing it for years. Okay? We 
have been managing it for years. So all we are talking 
about is: Where does the money comes from? 
 So as my honourable friend talks about set-
ting up a Crown Corporation—or I use the Airport Au-
thority as another terminology, like the BTA (I am fa-
miliar with that one)—and have an independent body 
running it, there are banks out there who will lend 
money to that organisation, just like they are lending it 
to CCC, unless they have got them in their pocket. So 
if someone is doing due diligence for the CCC model, 
then the same model can be done for BBB because at 
the end of the day we can manage those affairs. And 
we cannot say there is no cost because, as my col-
league has said, somebody has got to pay the bill and 
the only person who is paying the bill and the Honour-
able Member from Paget . . . I do not know, Warwick 
East I think it is . . . talks about that the Government 
will not be paying— 
 
The Speaker: Warwick North East, actually. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Warwick North East. 

—would not be paying any money. That is the 
most ridiculous statement I have ever heard. And the 
thing about it, Mr. Speaker, most people on that side 
believe it. That they are going to come in with their 
own money, they are going to pay for the thing for the 

whole . . . and that money that is coming from depar-
ture tax or any other resource that we have down 
there, we will not have to give to them. 
 Mr. Speaker, I cannot wait until the Minister of 
Finance and the Premier stand up in this House and 
tell us once again what else is leaving, just like the A-
e-c . . . A-e-c-o-n, I think— 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, those individuals when 
we sat back in November. 
 The people of Bermuda will pay the bill at the 
end of the day, but you cannot tell me that we cannot 
make that work. Now, I am not saying that we do not 
need any consultants for any technical portion. I do 
not say . . . I will not say that. But to turn over the 
whole asset to a body is, to me, Mr. Speaker, we have 
lost our way. 
 Mr. Speaker, so we have an economic policy 
that has failed for the last two years. Mr. Speaker, in 
the Budget the Government mentions that they will   
implement budget controls. Mr. Speaker, you are 
aware that that Minister of Finance has been saying 
that for the last two years. So what has happened in 
the two years that he could not control their budget? 
The numbers have gone up in expenditure. I would 
have thought, because the Minister said that we had 
too many civil servants, I would have thought that 
Cabinet would have been meeting to discuss those 
particular avenues. 

They talked about . . . he said that never in 
our lifetime has Bermuda faced an external regulatory 
. . . a hostile crowd. Mr. Speaker, I do not know where 
the Minister has been because for as long as I have 
known we have always faced those individuals. It has 
gotten worse over time. I mean, Mr. Speaker, you 
were aware that during the Presidential election, dur-
ing . . . how much time do I have left, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Nine minutes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Nine minutes? Okay, yes.  
 During the last two Presidential elections, I 
think it was Kerry and another . . . I think it was . . . I 
cannot remember the other individual that was run-
ning, but we were being attacked left, right, and centre 
from the United States.  

The OECD has always been attacking this 
country. Nothing new under the sun, nothing new. We 
have just got to make sure that . . . and they are do-
ing, I think, a reasonably good job to make sure that 
they wave off those troubles, but do not say . . . as if 
. . . to send a message over there that this is the first 
time we are being attacked. Those attacks came yes-
terday, [will come] today and again tomorrow. We 
have just got to be prepared for whenever that even-
tuality takes place. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I am going to touch on this and 
then I will close in my last eight minutes. Mr. Speaker, 
the Government says they are bringing in a group to 
look at how we can raise new taxes. For years we 
have been basing our taxes on . . . some on con-
sumption (custom duties) and on payroll tax as they 
call “labour.” But Mr. Speaker, there are some indi-
viduals that pay 100 per cent on their labour and there 
are some people who pay zero on their labour. In 
other words, there are individuals who made (I do not 
see that the honourable colleague, friend of mine, is 
looking at me) dividends, [which] are not taxable. 
There are some people who just live significantly on 
dividends . . . significantly on dividends. As a matter of 
fact, their dividends would out ride any . . . most pay-
roll . . . most pay expenses for one year. 
 So we have got to look long term and ask 
ourselves the question: Is what is happening fair? 
There are other ways to raise revenue. There are 
other ways to raise revenue. We recognise we are a 
capital society, but we also could have a fair society. 
So when you have individuals who have these hu-
mungous office complexes downtown who have no 
. . . [that] have been paid for over and over again, and 
now all they are [doing] is reaping money in over the 
year. And just to use an example, let us say a person 
is making $500,000 a month in rent, that is $6 million 
a year, and do not pay one cent besides . . . I under-
stand the land tax that is passed on, based on the 
London rule they have, onto the person that is in 
there. So they are clearly getting away with $6 million. 
We have got to ask ourselves the question. Is that 
fair?  
 We may have to look at whether commercial 
rental should be approached because we cannot al-
ways [be] continually going after the small man, par-
ticularly during this time. Most Bermudians, Mr. 
Speaker, have lost hope, are losing hope, and are 
wondering what is happening in the future. And hence 
[that is] why I believe the Progressive Labour Party 
came out today painting a futuristic budget on what 
we were planning to do, because then they would 
have something to hold onto. When you do not have 
anything to hold onto, Mr. Speaker, you lose sight of 
the perspective of whether you want to even live or 
not. 
 So by my good colleague coming out talking 
about . . . as far as looking at other revenues and 
other business opportunities, diversifying the country 
much more, you have got to say, Okay, fine. I can 
hold on. I know in another two years or whatever time 
it takes to . . . I am sorry to disappoint the Honourable 
Member, Mark Pettingill, but he will be sitting on this 
side again next year, [in] two and a half years, if he 
believes that . . . if he stays in. I do not think he will be 
staying around, but if he stays in he will be on this 
side. And he can take that money to the bank. 
 So Mr. Speaker, I am saying that we have to 
be ensured that when you look at a Government that 

is talking about . . . probably what? We are talking 
about a technological park, we are talking about 
online gaming, we are talking about . . . the other as-
pect . . . and I cannot remember all of them right now, 
but my point is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just cannot remember. 
 But my point, Mr. Speaker, is that we have a 
plan. You cannot say that there was one iota men-
tioned in the Government’s Budget as far as where 
they are going, other than we are going to pay more 
taxes, more taxes, more taxes. That is all we heard 
from the Government. We heard no ideas, (that is why 
they had a SAGE Committee), [but we] have never 
heard a committee talking about how they are going to 
raise money, but all they talked about is how we are 
going to cut. 
 Mr. Speaker, austerity does not work. Many 
countries have tried it. We are too small to make that 
happen. We have to move forward, and I believe that 
the leadership of the Honourable [Member] David Burt 
and the plans he has put forward in our financial plan 
gives the country hope, gives the country something 
to believe in, something to hold onto, Mr. Speaker, 
that tomorrow will be a brighter day. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Education, Minister MP Wayne Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This 
is where it kind of gets interesting. It should be a long 
day. 
 But you know, Mr. Speaker, and I will start off 
with a quote from my Finance Minister that says, “we 
are moving this Island forward, restoring jobs and 
guiding us back onto a sound, sensible and secure 
path to the future.”  
 And Mr. Speaker, as a Government we take 
full responsibility for making this happen. And you 
know what? We are actually seeing the results. We 
are starting to see that turnaround. As the former 
speaker would know as an accountant, it would be 
great to have a magic wand and you have a change of 
Government and you press the easy button and, bam! 
Everything turns around. It does not happen like that. 
And it is kind of funny to hear him talk about no plans, 
no ideas, when we have a billion dollars—close to a 
billion dollars’—worth of investment on the horizon. 
That is a “no plan” that I would love to have every day. 

But, you know, speaking about responsibility . 
. . and as my colleague from Warwick said earlier, it is 
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just that we do not want to talk about the previous 
Government. It is getting old. It is like the horse is out, 
all the animals have gone, the stable doors are broken 
because they have been flapping in the wind. So 
really it does not make sense going there. But it is 
important to understand and we had the former 
speaker mention that it is time where black people can 
lead in their own country.  

The last time I checked I am a black man and 
I think we are doing a pretty good job doing that right 
now. But one of the things— 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes. Yes. 

But with that said, Mr. Speaker, one of the 
things that we hear . . . and as a black man, you 
know, you cannot know where you are going unless 
you understand where you came from. So let us talk 
about that for one minute. 

First of all, I join my former colleague, and 
hats off to the Shadow Finance Minister. I have a lot 
of respect for the research that he does and the way 
he can speak. He does a phenomenal job and I ap-
preciate that. And, as a matter of fact, I quote some-
thing that he said on page 3 that “there are no easy 
decisions going forward. As the government in wait-
ing, we know that we cannot be all things to all people 
and we are prepared to make the tough choices that 
are necessary to build a better future for Bermuda.” 
When did that happen? 

And you know, and. “What we require is a 
fundamental transformation of our economy” which is 
what we are doing on this side every step of the way, 
met by not just opposition, or let us work together and 
let us try to figure out a better way—nope—
categorically, We cannot do that. We have to do 
things the same way that actually got us in trouble in 
the first place. That does not quite add up to me, but I 
will get to that adding up in a second. 

One of the things that I will also quote is, “we 
cannot move Bermuda forward unless we stop attack-
ing those who disagree with us as uninformed, dis-
loyal, or not having Bermuda’s best interest at heart.” 
And I highlighted that and put stars around it, on 
page 3, from the Honourable Shadow Finance Minis-
ter’s Reply. And I have to say that again, “We cannot 
move Bermuda forward unless we stop attacking 
those who disagree with us as uninformed, disloyal, or 
not having Bermuda’s best interest at heart.” Clearly, 
the membership did not get the memo on that be-
cause when you look at the blogs already at lunch-
time, one of the prolific writers for the Opposition was 
going right there, again. Have a look. 

And you know, but we talk about— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Does the Honourable Member not 
have to talk about who he is speaking— 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: He cannot just throw out random 
accusations. Please— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: You said if someone is speaking 
on behalf of the party, please let us know. 
 
The Speaker: Right. If something is on— 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: —the Internet you do not know who 
they . . . it may be what they say may sound like they 
are for the Opposition, but I think you have to be care-
ful. You have to be careful in that regard. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes, okay, Mr. Speaker, point 
taken. We will leave that one alone. 

But you know, I look at this and . . . let us be 
clear and let us take responsibility. This new leader-
ship, the only thing new about the leadership is that it 
is sitting on the other side of the aisle because the 
new leadership was a former Cabinet Minister, a for-
mer Junior Finance Minister . . . Like, who did this? 
Who wrote . . . where did we go?  

It is not to say that we have to talk about what 
happened in the past because we take full responsibil-
ity for this, but again, if you know that you want to go 
up to Somerset, or let us say you want to come to 
town and you are up in Somerset, you have to go a 
completely different direction than if you were in St. 
George’s. So it is important to understand where we 
are. And as my colleague behind me talked about 
Thelma and Louise last year, and I still laugh at that 
because . . . do not criticise us because the car is still, 
like, off the cliff, because it is actually getting there. 
 But, you know, when we look at a lot of the 
ideas, which I commend because we need to have 
new ideas, we need to do things differently, but a lot 
of the things are the same things that we have heard 
before. And the last six years or so of the previous 
government were like a half a billion dollars wrong 
between budget and actual. I mean, half a billion—
$500 million. 

So let us look at some examples of where 
people were that wrong in the private sector. We have 
heard of people like Kenneth Lay and Jeffrey Skill-
ing—both went to jail. Now, granted, for other rea-
sons, but they were the people that ran Enron. Their 
budget was wrong. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Well, I am not even going to 
go there. 

But Bernie Ebbers, WorldCom, went to jail. 
His budget was wrong. I mean, half a billion dollars. 
 So I think that, if I can— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: This is a new phenomenon 
that we like to talk about. 
 
The Speaker: If you wait, maybe he will be able to get 
to it. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: We talk about different dates 
and stuff. I would like to introduce a phenomenon (and 
I am not being disrespectful) that I call Burt-Math— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Burt-Math. 

And it is wrong. So you have got to kind of 
take it with a grain of salt. And we talk about new 
revenue that we certainly need to have, but this is not 
an issue of new revenue only which will solve a prob-
lem. And if you look at 2007 or 2008 (I am not [sure] 
which year, I think it was 2007) Bermuda had just un-
der a billion dollars of revenue, like $980-odd million. 
The most we have ever had in our history. And the 
previous Government spent $200 million more [than 
that]. 

So it is . . . when you start to look at it, I like to 
use an analogy, and it is interesting because just this 
weekend I was talking to someone, this lady, and she 
was asking me about, you know, just the revenue only 
and what we are looking at. We understand we are in 
tough times, but can we not just do it with revenue? 
And I gave this analogy, which I think is important 
here, [which was] you have a household that is living 
from pay cheque to pay cheque. And [for] a Govern-
ment (in an ideal world), the revenues that you bring 
in are equal to the expenditures that you put out—in 
an ideal world. So you are in a household and you are 
living from pay cheque to pay cheque. You can pay 
your bills, you have a little bit for entertainment, your 
food is covered, you can pay your bills. But you do not 
have a bunch leftover.  

So you go out and get a credit card, which is 
debt, public debt. So you go out and get a credit card. 
Now you go on a shopping spree, get a brand new 60-
inch TV, taking a couple of trips and all that. That 
credit card is maxed out. Now your money, which is 
pay cheque to pay cheque, does not quite pay all your 
bills because if you pay the minimum balance on your 
credit card, not even paying off your debt, you pay the 
minimum balance, and now you have to decide, Well, 
am I going to buy food this month or am I going to cut 

back on my cable bill . . . because it just does not add 
up.  

So [you say], I know. I’ll go get another credit 
card! Because you are using the credit from one credit 
card to pay off the minimum balance of the other and 
it is a vicious cycle. And for those who are in that un-
fortunate situation in their personal finances [they] 
would understand that. 

And so you finally go and you are fortunate 
enough to get another job—a second job, a part-time 
job—which, in this scenario, represents more reve-
nue. Does that mean now, Great! Now I can go up-
grade my car and I can go on another couple of trips. 
No! The first thing most reasonable people would do 
is start to pay off that debt, that credit card debt. But 
yet the Burt-Math just does not add up because that 
does not even cover— 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Let us keep . . . let us keep the name 
out of it, all right? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: All right, Mr. Speaker, that is 
fine. If you think that is an issue, great. Let us use 
MathGate. 
 
The Speaker: It is an issue, yes. So as I said, if you 
could use— 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Then I apologise. So Math-
Gate, we like to talk about different gates, I am going 
to—MathGate—the math that does not add up, where 
one plus one in most principles equals two. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. The 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. Could 
he please indicate where in my Reply to the Budget 
there was any math that did not add up? I think the 
figures were spelled out for themselves. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
 Yes, carry on. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I think, Mr. Speaker, I have 
made my point. When you look at MathGate, the math 
just does not add up. It is not [based on] sound eco-
nomic principles, which says to me again, understand-
ing where you have come from to determine where 
you are going. You know, my children. When they 
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would get themselves in trouble and they would try to 
get themselves out of it, I would say to them all the 
time, Okay, look. Put the shovel down, back up. Stop. 
Stop digging the hole. You cannot do the same ac-
tions . . . You know, the adage that says, you do the 
same things that you have always done, you always 
get what you have always gotten. You cannot use the 
same actions and principles that got you in a hole to 
dig you back out, unless we are trying to dig a hole all 
the way to China. I do not know if that works. 

Look, we have, as the Finance Minister has 
pointed out, implemented a two-track strategy to grow 
our economy and return our finances to a sustainable 
position, invigorate the engines of economic growth 
and restore investor confidence. And these are things 
that are starting to happen. When you look at investor 
confidence, we have got almost a billion dollars worth 
of investment that is on the books and some [projects] 
have started already. And it is not talking about, Wow, 
big-bang ideas. A big-bang idea was the implosion of 
the former Club Med site—that was a big-bang idea. 
Those do not get us anywhere, as the Junior Finance 
Minister pointed out. But we actually are seeing tangi-
ble evidence that these things are happening. And 
implementing budget control systems and monitoring 
our spending means that we do not have to be on the 
credit card diet to make that happen, because that is 
something that my children will have to pay off. 

So we start to look at . . . and I was very 
pleased to see even on the front page of the Shadow 
Finance Minister’s Reply was America’s Cup. And we 
talked about how the Opposition supports the Amer-
ica’s Cup and this is something that is great for Ber-
muda. You would not think so. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
The Honourable Member misleads the House— 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —on this very point. The Hon-
ourable Leader of the Opposition, Marc Bean, from 
the very date of the announcement stood in this 
House and supported and congratulated the Govern-
ment on the America’s Cup acquisition. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And I would also point out, and 
I just have to read this again, “We cannot move Ber-
muda forward unless we stop attacking those who 
disagree with us as uninformed, disloyal, or not having 
Bermuda’s best interest at heart.”  
 The Opposition [Shadow] Finance Minister 
and Deputy Leader said that as well as a position. But 
if we listen to a lot of the dialogue that happens on a 

day-to-day basis, one would think that there is a dif-
ference between what is being said and what is being 
done. But we will leave that alone. 
 So you look at the America’s Cup as a stimu-
lus, and we keep having the MathGate figure of $77 
million, which is not accurate— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: As of right now it is not accu-
rate. 

And we talk about needing to make invest-
ment into this Island. These are dollars that are being 
spent in Bermuda. They are being spent in Bermuda, 
which is going to benefit all of us. And these are pro-
jects that are adding to our infrastructure without the 
need for debt financing. We are going to have a leg-
acy at Dockyard— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading]  

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 Point of order, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. He said that the 
Government is going to engage in these projects 
without debt financing, and the Honourable Minister 
should know that the Government is borrowing a sig-
nificant amount of money this year. 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes, so I will continue, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I think if you look at the investment that is go-
ing on in Bermuda, it is going to have significant re-
turns. And we talked about what, I think the question 
was asked, where is this number of a quarter of a bil-
lion dollar benefit to Bermuda’s economy . . . these 
are tangible examples of actually heading in the right 
direction. 
 Now, of course, you know, the Finance Minis-
ter instituted a reduction of 7 per cent last year, the 
goal was 5 per cent this year, I think 3.5 [per cent] is 
where we are this year and there will be further reduc-
tions next year, just bringing our budget back in line. 
Because, again, when you are living pay cheque to 
pay cheque and you max out one credit card and you 
start to max out another credit card, it is just . . . it is 
not sustainable. 
 But you know, Government, we are responsi-
ble for providing necessary services. We have to pro-
vide the schools, safe neighbourhoods, affordable 
health care, sound infrastructure, protection to our 
seniors—these are Government’s responsibilities. It is 
not Government’s responsibility for additional revenue 
to go out and start businesses. That is something, as 
was pointed out, we would encourage any member of 
the public who saw opportunities with some of the re-
lationships that Government has with other places to 
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start a business. Let us make it happen. That is not 
Government’s responsibility. 
 So we have clear signs that our two-track 
strategy is working [with] tangible results. And these 
are numbers that add up. These are numbers that add 
up. So we talk about a jump in retail sales, planning 
applications, building permits, and new construction 
starts—all that have gone up—new international and 
local company formations, the first rise in work permits 
since 2008 and that— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. The 
figures that were released from the annual Employ-
ment Survey showed the amount of non-Bermudians 
working in Bermuda has declined, it has not in-
creased. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 

Minister, carry on. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Mr. Speaker, if you look at the 
Reply by the Finance Minister clearly talking about 
new applications . . . like we are seeing the green 
shoots of recovery starting—unprecedented investor 
interest in hotel construction, America’s Cup—again, 
which is going to be spread out over the next three 
years or so. And when you talk about a current ac-
count balance, again, we put that with a surplus for 
the first time in three years. That is significant.  
 Now, I can appreciate— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Seven years, yes. 

Now, I can appreciate the talk about tax. I can 
talk about and appreciate the talk about tax and the 
fine line between increasing taxes. And now with all 
this investment that is on the docket in Bermuda it is a 
very good hedge to think that 0.5 per cent could easily 
be absorbed. 
 Now let us contrast that because the last 
speaker started talking about that and they could have 
easily done that. Yes, they actually did. They raised it 
by like 2 per cent at a time when we were actually just 
going off the cliff. And being the CEO of a company 
back then I can tell you that that came directly . . . as 
a matter of fact, the company that I was running at 
that time did, unfortunately, have some adverse af-
fects on our employment, [and] that change meant 
that the Government was making more money off that 
company than the owners of that company were mak-

ing. That is not sustainable. So there is a difference 
between— 
 
An Hon. Member: Bad management, bad manage-
ment. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: There is a difference between 
where you actually can make change. So do not be 
distracted by the noise, we are the steady hand on the 
ship, Mr. Speaker, and a change is happening. 
 You know, there are risks. We are still at risk 
as was stated right here that the US Treasury De-
partment was quoted as saying, “to be blunt, we need 
to kill the zero tax jurisdictions”—which we are not, Mr. 
Speaker. But that is a whole other issue. But these big 
countries do not care about our local squabbles. They 
do not care about which party or whatever in Ber-
muda, they just . . . they have . . . we are a target for 
them. And it is very imperative that we ensure that we 
mitigate as many of our home-grown risks, like the 
credit card diet that we were on for so long, because if 
that is the case we are not going to be in a position to 
do anything about this. So it is critical that we have the 
steady hand on the ship. 
 My colleague talked about the pilot on the 
plane and why someone who is just kind of getting a 
licence to fly a Cessna would not be up there in a 747 
because it is not the same thing. I mean, look, ideas 
are a dime a dozen and there are some very good 
ideas that come from across the floor. There are some 
very good ideas that come from over here that would 
not really pan out. All right? So it is not . . . it is about 
looking at those ideas and determining which ones 
are going to work well in our economy, which is what 
we are doing. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And most things from a man-
agement perspective do not fail because of a lack of 
ideas or even a lack of planning, it is actually imple-
menting strategy, it is where the rubber hits the road, 
that is where things actually fail, and that is where you 
need that steady hand on the ship to make that hap-
pen. 
 So again, we talk about the debt. That is the 
second largest ministry in this Government—debt. 
And, you know, when the former speaker talked about 
that it is the highest it has ever been, well, of course, 
because these things do not just stop on a dime. It is 
not a faucet that you turn off. You have to responsibly 
manage a transition, which is what we are doing and it 
is what we are doing effectively. 
 So again, good ideas—anybody can come up 
with good ideas. And if it was all about good ideas, we 
would not be where we are now. But one thing is 
clear—and it is kind of Economics 101—you cannot 
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do the same thing that got you in trouble to get you 
out. It just does not work. If you are digging a hole, the 
hole is not going to get filled up by continuing to dig. 
That just does not work. And Economics 101 will out-
line that jobs will follow. Right? Jobs will follow.  
 The Member that is over there making some 
noise has a very large construction company. I am 
sure you would know that if you did not have the staff 
and you won a bid for a contract, it is going to take a 
minute to organise what you need to do, start to lay 
out your job site, then the jobs will follow as you start 
to do the work. But, you know, it is cool. 
 So employment is a classic lagging indicator, 
and we fully anticipate the jobs that we promised as a 
Government. And yes, the Finance Minister put us 
under some heat with that one. But I am confident that 
we will see the jobs that we promised within the next 
two years. And we are starting to see some benefits 
now. So if you look at the significant decline in jobs 
that we were seeing over the last bunch of years, that 
has slowed down to a trickle underneath this Govern-
ment and as we continue to do the things that we are 
doing. You are going to see that turn around. 
 So let us talk about some of our ideas that do 
not work and we are out of ideas and what that looks 
like. You have got, you know, looking at the projects 
that are on the docket: St. George’s, $150 million; 
Morgan’s Point, $160 million; Hamilton Princess, 
(which is already in train) $40 million; the old Sonesta 
site, $5 [million] (I am on page 7 if you are actually 
wondering where I am, Mr. Speaker); Pink Beach, $30 
million (let us make that page 8); Ariel Sands, $50 
million; the Airport—which would be a phenomenal 
coup if we can make it happen. And I fully appreciate 
that we need to ensure that we have checks and bal-
ances in place to make sure that Bermudians and this 
country get the best bang for their buck—would be a 
quarter of a billion dollars, as would the America’s 
Cup. That is just under a billion dollars worth of no 
ideas. So I will take that any day, Mr. Speaker, any 
day, because that is the right track. 

The lion’s share of that, the vast majority, is 
without using our credit card. It is without Government 
debt. Why? Because the world is taking us seriously 
again, and they were losing that confidence. I mean, 
let us look at it. Remember the famous words, If they 
don’t like it, they can leave. They called our bluff and 
they left. And we are talking about this is a world eco-
nomic situation that has been in place. Our trading 
partners have been out of deficit for a long time, Mr. 
Speaker, but yet we continue to struggle. But this 
Government—the One Bermuda Alliance Govern-
ment—takes full responsibility for getting us back on 
track. But let us not forget where we came from lest 
we end up back there. And that is something that we 
all have to [keep] in mind. 

So, again, when I look at management by 
sound economic principles versus expenditure via 
credit card, or MathGate, I just . . . we cannot afford—

my children—cannot afford us to go back there. That 
is why I am here, Mr. Speaker. 

And certainly our expenditures have to be fi-
nanced from tax revenue as much as possible instead 
of the credit card diet. This is about what we can do to 
get Bermuda back on track to employ our Bermudians 
because it is about getting people back to work and 
that takes a minute. And, again, I will contrast that 
billion dollars worth of no new ideas with some of the 
same verbiage that got us to where we are now. 

So the question is: Have we learned our les-
son, Bermuda? And if I can quote the summary of the 
Shadow Minister in his conclusion that talked about 
“the fallacy of constant political back and forth is that 
this is the PLP’s mess and the OBA is cleaning it up. 
No, . . . it is Bermuda’s mess, and we both played a 
part getting us here”—so let us forget about the punt. 
But yes, this is a Bermuda issue and as Bermuda I 
would hope that we have learned a very hard lesson 
and we recognise that you cannot employ the same 
tactics that got you somewhere to get yourself out of 
it. At some point, even if you are driving down a road 
and you live in St. George’s and you are— 

 
The Speaker: You have one minute left. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: —driving to Dockyard (thank 
you, Mr. Speaker), you have got to turn around at 
some point and drive back. 
 So, you know, has the lesson been learned? 
As a country, I hope we have learned our lesson. And 
it is very clear that the principles that this Government 
is employing are showing tangible benefits, and I am 
very proud to be a Member of this Government help-
ing to get our country back on track. And for that, Mr. 
Speaker, I make no apologies. And it will be interest-
ing to see if we actually get through this debate work-
ing on talking about what we can do together instead 
of going back and forth, and he said, she said. And let 
us get on with it because, clearly, a billion dollars’ 
worth of investment back in our economy is a no ideas 
scenario that I would love to see. And guess what? 
We are here. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke Central, constituency 17, MP 
Walton Brown the Shadow Minister of Immigration. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITORS 
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The Speaker: Just before you start, too, I just recog-
nised in the Gallery we have Senator Daniels and we 
have Senator Ball and, of course, continuing from this 
morning, Senator Marshall, here as well. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Debate on Budget Statement and Reply continuing] 
 
The Speaker: I will stop and start the clock all over. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: You might just want to add a few 
extra minutes to that time, Mr. Speaker. 
 Good afternoon, colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, there is an unprece-
dented level of unemployment in this country. There 
are thousands of people who are labouring and suffer-
ing under that unemployment and all the conse-
quences that emanate from that. We have significant 
levels of people who are receiving financial support 
from Government. We have an unprecedented level of 
mortgages being called in. We have, effectively, a 
hostile environment when it comes to the banking sec-
tor in this country vis-à-vis the average man or 
woman. 
 So when a Budget is presented, Mr. Speaker, 
we are looking for something that sends a message to 
the people that the Government is concerned about 
their well-being, the Government is concerned to en-
sure that the life’s choices that they face, that their 
standard of living, that their work opportunities will 
improve. That is really what a budget is about, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Yes, there are the mechanics of revenue and 
expenses, but a Government is not a company. There 
is not a cold assessment of revenue versus expenses 
and know where to cut and so forth because every cut 
you make, every increase you make has a direct im-
pact on people. So in this era of unprecedented hard-
ship, the people are looking for a vision, they are look-
ing for an economic recovery plan, they are looking for 
a sense of hope, and they are looking for a sense of 
opportunity. 
 It is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, that the surpris-
ingly cautious Budget presented by the Honourable 
Finance Minister is really bereft of a concrete plan and 
a vision. The Minister did point to a number of projects 
that are on the table, but projects do not constitute a 
vision. Those projects are things that came from the 
private sector and the Government, quite rightly, is 
assisting to bring [them] to fruition. But what the peo-
ple want is a vision of how their lives are going to be 
improved by the Budget. And we have not seen that in 
place, Mr. Speaker. 
 What I would like to do with the time allocated 
to me is look at a few of the, I think, systemic prob-
lems that Bermuda faces when you look at our posi-
tion in the global economy, look at some of the local 

challenges, and then, Mr. Speaker, try to identify what 
the Government faces as an immediate challenge in 
terms of what it needs to do and why it has not done 
certain things. 
 Our Shadow Minister for Finance, the Hon-
ourable Mr. Burt, put forward a vision. You do not 
have to accept everything that is contained in that ar-
gument, but it is a coherent vision with concrete ideas 
that should be legitimately debated. What we have 
had thus far, Mr. Speaker, is not really a debate about 
the Minister’s vision versus the Shadow Minister’s po-
sition. What we have had thus far is an articulation 
from the Government’s side of the bad old years of 
the PLP. It has been two years since [the election 
and] this Government has been in power. Let us move 
beyond that. And so I am hoping that when other 
Members step forward we will actually have a de-
bate—an intelligent debate, Mr. Speaker—about what 
this Government is doing. Because this Government, 
which prides itself on being so well connected to the 
business community, will know that in the private sec-
tor if you were hired to fix a problem and after two 
years you did not have a tangible, viable, sensible 
turnaround plan, your shareholders will kick you out. 
 So there is no plan and we need a plan. We 
need a plan for the sake of our children and for all 
those who are unemployed, for all of those who are 
struggling. And so simply talking about what the PLP 
did in its 14 years is not a recovery plan. It does not 
put money in people’s pockets and it does not make 
them feel any better. So we need to focus on that. 
 But first, Mr. Speaker, let me talk about a few 
aspects of the global economy that are part of what 
we really have to face. We sometimes talk about 
Bermuda and its economic direction as if we live in a 
world on its own. We have been inserted into the 
world economy. We cannot act without looking at and 
understanding what is going on. And we face a fun-
damental challenge because, as much as I agree with 
the Government that Bermuda is not a tax haven, and 
as much as I agree that we need to resist it as much 
as possible, we cannot win that battle. We just cannot 
win that battle.  

We are a very small country. We are a colony, 
so we have no real power anyway. We cannot speak 
for ourselves. We cannot lobby for ourselves interna-
tionally. And the reality is that might makes right. It is 
not fair. It is not moral. But very powerful entities are 
going to have a fundamental impact on the way we do 
business, whether we like it or not. And so it may 
make irrelevant anything the Minister decides to put in 
his Budget with respect to revenue and expenses. 
 So we need to figure out a strategy. We need 
to figure out a strategy of how to deal with the increas-
ingly hostile environment that we face globally be-
cause that will have a far greater impact than anything 
the Minister can do in terms of his Budget. 
 We need to reassess our tax model. It is just 
that simple. I have no proposed tax model that would 
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be ideal, that would be most effective, but I can as-
sure you if very powerful countries and very powerful 
entities see us as a tax haven, and they have the 
power to hamper, to curtail our business, then we 
have to find a way to address it—first thing. 
 Secondly, Mr. Speaker, as a British Overseas 
Territory, the British Government has a constitutional 
responsibility to look out for our interests. But the UK 
is not our friend. You all know that. Everyone in the 
House knows that. Every single one of us in the 
House knows that. Because the United Kingdom has 
said, whether it is the Labour Prime Minister, the Con-
servative Prime Minister or the Coalition Prime Minis-
ter—they want to shut down territories like Bermuda. 
Then I saw the letter to the editor . . . that penned this 
column the other day talking about the existential 
threat regarding population— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Existential, right. 

The existential threat to Bermuda is what the 
UK is doing. That is a threat. The Governor, we have 
seen . . . just [consider] decisions announced today, 
Mr. Speaker, acting in interests contrary to Bermuda. 
Not just once— 
 
An Hon. Member: Twice. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: But it is three times. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Three times. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Let us not forget. This House 
passed a motion to create a Commissions of Inquiry 
. . . passed without opposition. The Governor said no. 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member, you un-
derstand what track you should go down. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Forgive me, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to move that we suspend Standing Order 
19(11)(g) and (h) to allow for a proper debate.  
 Mr. Speaker, that relates to our ability to talk 
about the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: You will have a chance at some point 
to be able to change that, but— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I am moving that we suspend that 
Standing Order, as is common practice in Parliament, 
Mr. Speaker, as a motion before the House.  
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Any objection to that motion? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Mr. Walton Brown: One objection. 
 Well, sorry— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, I would suggest 
that you continue on with your delivery. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I put forth a motion. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: So we have procedures that do 
not always get adhered to. Okay? All right. 
 The fundamental point, Mr. Speaker, is that—I 
am making note that the motion was not allowed to be 
discussed—we do not have power. You know, we 
come here and we act as if we have power to do all 
kinds of things, and the British Government—I will not 
say the Governor, the British Government—can sim-
ply say, No, we’re not going to do it. So we fool our-
selves that we really are a democracy. We fool our-
selves into believing that everything we want to do 
financially we have control over, and we do not. And 
the Minister knows that because the Minister has 
been to London. I suspect they attempted to berate 
the Minister on certain things, and I am sure the Minis-
ter has effectively responded to that attempted berat-
ing. 

But the reality remains, Mr. Speaker, that the 
existential threat to Bermuda comes from our constitu-
tional relationship with the United Kingdom. And if we 
are serious about having control over what we do with 
our economy, that question needs to be addressed. 
And some people do not want to address it, but that is 
the reality of where we are today. 

The third sort of global shift that we need to 
appreciate when we look at how we are going to fix 
our economy and turn it around, is that the balance of 
power is shifting. We used to think that all the eco-
nomic weight, power, existed in North America and to 
a lesser extent Europe. That is not true anymore to-
day, Mr. Speaker. But our mindset is still very much 
focused on North America and Europe. And so when 
our Honourable Shadow Minister proposed looking at 
new markets, I heard some sort of snide remarks on 
the other side, but if you recognise that power has 
shifted to other parts of the world, there are very pow-
erful emerging sectors, then it makes sense to con-
template what could be done there. There is invest-
ment money that exists in other parts of the world. 
There are sovereign funds where there are billions of 
dollars in sovereign funds that are looking for a place 
to invest. We need to explore that. I have not seen 
any demonstrated effort on the part of this Govern-
ment to date in that regard. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, we will talk a little bit about 
the local economy, the challenges we face, and how 
we tried to figure out a way to ensure that we get back 
to full employment and real opportunities. The most 
dramatic trend of the last, probably, two years has 
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been the notion of consolidation of companies. We 
call it consolidation today, back in the 19th century . . . 
you know, it is not fashionable to quote Karl Marx, but 
he still resonates. He said that the logic of capital is to 
consolidate; you either expand or you are going to 
disappear. And that is exactly what you see taking 
place today. It is the logic of capital, and so that is 
normal. But the consequence is job losses.  

The consequence is that more and more peo-
ple are losing jobs, losing work, as companies con-
solidate to save on expenses, to broaden their market 
reach, and companies do not care about the number 
of people they employ. The ideal shareholder of a 
company would have a company with no employees 
but massive profits. And so if technology can allow for 
a reduction—a further reduction—in the number of 
people, that is what will happen because a company 
has no obligation, a company has no focus to ensure 
that people are employed. A Government does, but 
not a company.  

Ask any business person here, Mr. Speaker, 
and they will tell you, The fewer employees we have 
to increase our profit margins, we will take it. And that 
is why there is outsourcing because it is cheaper to do 
so. So that is a threat that we face. 

Job cuts are going to continue. The goal of 
2,000 jobs over five years seems like a fleeting illusion 
today, Mr. Speaker, because that is not on the cards. 
Right? Governments do not create jobs, companies 
do. But it is in a company’s interest to ensure that their 
profit margins are improved as opposed to the em-
ployment levels. 

It is interesting you know, Mr. Speaker, that 
the two-year term, or two-years-and-a-bit term of the 
OBA Government has been very interesting on one 
aspect of the economy. Because during the last six 
years of the PLP Government, the argument was 
made that term limits were a job loss . . . were making 
companies shut down jobs— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: A job killer, thank you. 

Term limits were killing jobs. That we needed 
to do something to increase the interest in companies 
staying here, and everything had to do with term lim-
its. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: No one made any reference to 
the economic recession which took place worldwide in 
2008. It had everything to do with term limits. Get rid 
of term limits and you will see job stability and job 
growth. Well, guess what happened, Mr. Speaker? 
Increased job decline. Term limits have gone. How 
many people have . . . we will get to that part later on 
in the debate. But term limits have gone and we have 
seen continued job losses.  

But the public would not know that, Mr. 
Speaker. Do you know why? Because the Royal Ga-
zette, the official, the only daily newspaper, has made 
an editorial decision that every single job loss will no 
longer make the front pages of the Royal Gazette.  

Now it is their right to do, we have free 
speech, but you have to understand the mindset, the 
ideological position that the Royal Gazette sits on. For 
them, under the OBA, it is no longer imperative to say 
that two weeks ago a company that had 43 employ-
ees was merged with another reinsurance company 
and 38 of the 43 employees have now been made 
redundant. Thirty-eight of 43 people in one company 
were made redundant. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: About two weeks ago. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
An Hon. Member: I have not read that. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I have not seen it anywhere. I 
mean, I remember when Mr. Chicken laid off one per-
son who made the front page of the Gazette under the 
PLP. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: But now 38 senior executives—
38 senior professionals in a reinsurance company—
did not even make the back pages. So what is going 
on? So I want— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: You want me to give you the 
name? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I will give you the name off re-
cord. 
 
Some Hon. Members: No, no, no, no. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Members— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, Mr. Speaker, this is my turn 
to speak— 
 
The Speaker: Let’s have order. Speak, speak, yes. 
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Mr. Walton Brown: And I will say exactly what I wish 
to say, with your guidance, of course. Okay? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: So those jobs cuts will continue. 
And the Government has no ability to do anything 
about it because that is the logic of capital. 
 So what was the big deal about term limits? 
There must be some other motivation behind that. 
And I think when we get into the immigration debate 
during the substantive debate, Mr. Speaker, we will 
tease out a little bit because immigration policy has 
been a feature of centre-right governments in this 
country, I think going back to the 1840s. But we will 
get to that in due course, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, there has been a lot of talk about the 
economy requiring a whole lot of additional people in 
order to grow. You have heard all kinds of pundits say 
that. My honourable colleague spoke about the link 
between economic growth and population changes.  
 Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of economic theo-
ries out there, there are a lot. And it may well be the 
case . . . it may well be the case that under certain 
economic models or development there will be an in-
crease in the residential population—no doubt about 
that—under certain economic models. If we get an 
influx of a new line of business, because there is a 
soft market in reinsurance . . . and a soft market just 
means there has been no crisis, so for most people it 
is a good thing to have a soft market in reinsurance 
because there has been no crisis. But for the reinsur-
ance person it is bad for business. So that may not 
grow a whole lot. The insurance linked security busi-
ness is not a job creator. You have got to talk to the 
people who run insurance linked securities and they 
will tell you it will create money for the company, but 
no jobs. But there may be some additional areas that 
might be developed. The new work permit policies 
scheduled to come into effect soon have a category 
for new businesses and they will get whatever permits 
they want. So maybe they will create something new, 
but we will see . . . we shall see. 
 So there may be some economic models that 
will lead to an increase in the residential population. It 
is a good thing. But I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, 
there is not a single economic model for development 
which is predicated upon increasing the population. 
Increase the population, therefore, something will 
happen. No, no. It is the other way around. The busi-
ness that you develop may lead to a growth. 
 It is entirely possible with the BTA—if we get 
our infrastructure right, if we improve a whole lot of 
things in tourism—that we could generate an extra 
$200 million a year from tourism. Because, you know, 
one additional large plane coming to Bermuda a day 
would generate about $200 million in revenue for the 
country. So that is additional money coming in, but no 
increase in the residential . . . Well, there would be an 

increase in the residential population, because you 
will need people to work in hospitality.  

But the arguments that are advanced vocifer-
ously, taken up by the daily newspaper, that there is 
an imperative to increase population simply in and of 
itself to create economic growth is a bogus economic 
argument. Not a single person in this room will go to 
any international conference and argue that, because 
you would be laughed out of the room. It might play a 
while in Bermuda because you have a whole lot of 
“experts” who write— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I use it in inverted commas, but I 
guess people cannot see it. 

There are a whole lot of “experts” who will 
opine about what we need. Someone actually said 
that we need 17,000 additional people . . . 18,000. 
Just think about that, Mr. Speaker, and you will know 
(because you have got a bit of age on you) that back 
in the 1970s we had— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Now you are definitely getting out of 
hand. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Oh, no. I am speaking to your 
experience, Mr. Speaker. You have a lot of experi-
ence looking at Bermuda. 

Back in the 1970s we had a very strong econ-
omy. What was the population back in the 1970s? We 
had full employment. We had a very strong economy 
in the 1980s into the mid-1990s, into the early 2000s. 
We had a robust, some say overheated, economy. 
What was the population, Mr. Speaker? How many 
work permits had been issued? So do not give me the 
bogus argument that you need to go back to what 
happened in 2008. [The year] 2008 was the bubble; 
2008 was the aberration. You cannot take the aberra-
tion as the norm. And that is what a number of pundits 
have been doing. It is illogical. The norm comes from 
the trend, not from one period. And that is what we 
see having taken place, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, let me move on a little bit to 
the OBA performance. So we looked at the global im-
pact . . . I touched on a couple of aspects relating to 
the local economy, but now I want to talk a little bit 
about the OBA and what the business government 
has done since December 2012. 
 I do not see an investment strategy. I know 
we give about $4 million to the BDA—what is that 
called?—the Business Development Agency. Their 
focus (I have talked to them) is to reinforce existing 
lines of business. How is that? Mr. Speaker, so we 
have someone— 
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[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member from 
constituency 8 is saying that is not true. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I go and meet with the act-
ing Chairman of the BDA, we sit down and we have a 
conversation, and I asked him what his business 
strategy is and he tells me, We are going to reinforce 
the existing lines of business and try to grow. So if the 
Member who is the Whip for the Government has 
something different from what that acting Chairman 
said to me last summer then I am happy to hear it. But 
I think— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, actu-
ally. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Obviously, under 
Economic Development I have the sense, as perhaps 
the Honourable Member who speaks as my counter-
part on the other side, as to what the BDA’s mandate 
is. Part of its mandate clearly is to sustain and rein-
force existing lines of business. But its mandate is 
also to grow and look for additional lines of business 
as well. I hope that helps. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Oh, okay, fine. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, then they are not doing the 
job because the point is that when I asked the ques-
tion I was told that is what they were doing—
reinforcing the existing lines of business—and my 
question was, Why wouldn’t you expand it? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Okay. I can wait. I can wait for 
further . . . but I am just telling what I was told. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, small businesses 
are labouring under an oppressive financial services 
environment. The banks are not friendly. The banks 
are putting the grips on people. But, you know, the 
Internet is a wonderful thing because the Internet has 
democratised and empowered a lot of people. You 
can go online tomorrow, you can create your busi-
ness, and you can set up a PayPal account. You can 
set up a PayPal account and collect money right away 
for selling your goods and services. The bank will run 
you through the hoops. 

So the Internet provides an opportunity for 
small business people who would have a hard time 
getting an ability to take money through credit cards 
and so forth. But guess what? PayPal is not allowed 
to send money to Bermuda accounts. You can send 
money to accounts in almost, I do not know, every 
other part of the world or many other parts of the 
world. So the Government knows that it needs to fix 
this.  

The Government needs to put in place a pro-
vision to allow for people who have set up their busi-
nesses online to have PayPal (I do not know what the 
other names are, but to have PayPal-type accounts) 
to send the money that has been legitimately earned 
(it can all be tracked back into a Bermuda account), 
because right now that is an inhibiting factor. So if we 
want to do something small and simple for the small 
business person, give them that opportunity. Allow 
them to set their business up and grow their business. 
You do not need a licence, you do not need BMA ap-
proval, you do not need a Registrar of Companies 
approval, just set it up. It would be a great opportunity. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I talk to a lot of people 
from all sectors of the country. I enjoy talking to peo-
ple because I like to get insight. So when I speak, I 
actually have a factual basis of information to support 
what I say. And so it happened one day, I guess it 
was maybe last summer, I was talking to the chairman 
of a very large, highly respected, global brand finan-
cial services company. And I said to him, Why do you 
think it is so difficult for people to come and invest in 
Bermuda? You have people investing money, billions 
of dollars all around the world, why is it that Bermuda 
is having such a hard time getting people to invest?  

And he said, You know, we have had two 
groups come into Bermuda this last summer. (Just so 
you get the date right, 2014.) They have independ-
ently examined Bermuda, and they have concerns 
about what they see taking place at the political level. 
Nothing to do with the economic, you know. I said, 
Really? That really matters to them? He says, Yes, 
these companies want to know that when they talk to 
the Government they have a great measure of com-
fort.  

I was shocked. I was genuinely shocked. This 
company is one of the . . . and I can share it with the 
Minister privately if he wants. This person said it to 
me, so it is not for the public attribution but we can 
have a conversation about that if you want. I was sur-
prised. They were concerned about issues of govern-
ance in this country. He did not go into any details 
really, but you know there is one thing that did occur 
to me, Mr. Speaker, and that relates to the . . . what is 
that concept called now? Ab initio—the lawyers know 
what it means, but for the public let me say, Mr. 
Speaker— 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
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Mr. Walton Brown: This Government passed a piece 
of legislation which allowed it to void a contract that 
had been freely entered into by two separate parties. 
And this guy said like, What’s that Fred? You know, 
WTF—What’s that Fred— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —that you have one party enter 
into a contract with another party, none of the two par-
ties had challenged the authenticity of that contract, 
and the Government—as a third party—brings to Par-
liament a Bill that gets approved in this Parliament to 
void a contract. They are saying like—ab initio—all 
right, that is a new term for me. Where do you find 
that— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of information, if you— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —what kind of countries? 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —to try and help with that— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF INFORMATION 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —to round it out. 
 Mr. Speaker, what the Honourable Member is 
referring to is perfectly valid in the circumstances that 
related to that particular contract because I know full 
well what the contract is he is speaking of. Void ab 
initio means that it was bad in law from the very be-
ginning—bad in law from the very beginning. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: So, thank you, Mr. Speaker. So 
the Government has interpreted that. 

My point is that that was of concern to some 
people overseas, that a contract could be voided. 
What makes it worse, of course, is that (I know I am 
not supposed to say this, Mr. Speaker) legislation was 
passed in both Houses and signed off by the . . . Well, 
I cannot say the Governor, signed off by the UK. We 
look like a laughing stock in some peoples’ eyes. And 
so if you . . . and you wonder why there are some im-
pediments? It is because there are some concerns 
being expressed. These are not my concerns. I am 
the embodiment of the expression of concern by these 
two other entities. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, if we are concerned to ad-
dress our issues we need to be forthright, upfront, we 
need to remain transparent, we need to ensure that 
what we do is in the public light, that we have defensi-
ble policies to explain the decisions that have been 
made. We will talk about the airport later, but we need 

to have defensible policies to explain why, because 
when you lose the confidence [of the investors] you 
are not going to get investment. When they lose con-
fidence in what the Government is doing, you are not 
going to get investment. I want to see investment. We 
want to see investment. We want to see jobs created. 
We want to see wealth being distributed in this coun-
try, Mr. Speaker, but we have to address the issues 
that are before us. 
 
The Speaker: You have got one minute now. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 So in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, let me just say, 
the Honourable Shadow Minister brought forward a 
number of concrete proposals with a vision. Let us 
debate those. I look forward to the Minister putting 
forward some concrete vision of how we are going to 
generate revenue for this country and not just talk 
about what needs to be cut. 

I look forward to a debate that speaks on 
those issues and I thank you for this opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from St. George’s West, constituency 2, the 
Junior Minister Nandi Outerbridge. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this OBA Government has made 
a commitment to getting Bermuda back on track. And 
I would like to commend this Cabinet, in a short 
amount of time, Mr. Speaker, for coming up with ways 
[so] that the investors and [developers] have [new] 
confidence in wanting to bring projects back to Ber-
muda. 
 The list on page 8 shows several projects, Mr. 
Speaker, of $930 million of projected injections di-
rectly into this economy over the next three years. [In] 
2014, Mr. Speaker, 400 new jobs [were] created and I 
am confident— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. The 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. The 
annual Employment Survey clearly showed that jobs 
were lost between 2012, 2013 and 2014. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: I am not misleading the 
House. What he is— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, MP Outerbridge. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: [There were] 400 new jobs 
created in 2014, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. The figures clearly show that jobs 
were lost in the economy between 2013 and 2014. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Mr. Speaker, I am confident 
with the new projects taking place over the next three 
years that more jobs will be created both in the short 
term and the long term—long-term jobs that will take 
us through the next election cycle. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Mr. Speaker, what vision 
does the Opposition lack if they do not understand 
that development will need to be operational once 
these jobs . . . once these developments and hotels 
are built in Bermuda? People are going to be [needed 
in] jobs [like] a bartender, waitress, accounts, cus-
tomer service, janitors—the list goes on with the 
amount of jobs that will be created long term with the 
investment coming into Bermuda. And I am hoping 
that with those jobs created the alleviation of financial 
assistance with the . . . the demand of the financial 
assistance will alleviate the burden. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to move over to America’s 
Cup because what I want Bermudians to know is that 
America’s Cup will be felt Island wide from Bermudi-
ans. This Government will make the commitment to 
speak directly to the people to let them know just how 
the America’s Cup will affect them. And what I wanted 
to lay out this evening or afternoon, I would say, Mr. 
Speaker, is one example in how I feel the America’s 
Cup will help, I would say, the average Bermudian. 
 Let us take, for instance, the average wait-
ress, Mr. Speaker. And I used to be in the hospitality 
industry so I know that the base wage is. Okay? But 
what we really bank on is our gratuities at the end of 
the week. Let me just pause right there, Mr. Speaker, 
because I actually found out an interesting fact not too 
long ago that the amount of money it costs to enter a 

team in the America’s Cup is $100 million—$100 mil-
lion. These are the type of people that will be here on 
this Island, shopping in our markets, eating in our res-
taurants, and doing whatever they have to do—
catching taxis—just basic survival while they are here. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: So back to being a waitress, 
Mr. Speaker. When these waitresses are serving ta-
bles, those people will be ordering bottles of wine, 
plenty of food, dessert, what have you, a waitress will 
be directly impacted by her grats at the end of the 
week which will be added up based on what those 
people have been spending while they are here. And 
that is just one example, Mr. Speaker, there are plenty 
more examples of how the average Bermudian will be 
impacted from the America’s Cup. 
 Now what I do want— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, let us . . .  

Carry on. Carry on. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Mr. Speaker, what I do want 
to move over to is the furlough days. And I do not 
want to go deep into it because I think the media and 
everybody over the last couple of weeks have had 
their fun with the furlough day. But what I would like to 
do is commend the Finance Minister and his team for 
laying out so eloquently the facts for all to see on 
pages 27 to 30 of the Budget Statement. 
 In fact, Mr. Speaker, what should have been a 
positive for the OBA Government, what should have 
shown black Bermudians in particular that we do care 
about their voice, turned negative, sadly, very quickly. 
This OBA Government, Mr. Speaker, was the first 
government in history to welcome unions and its 
members to be a part of the Budget. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: No points of order on that 
one, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Now that is a caring Gov-
ernment, Mr. Speaker. 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: What that should have 
shown, Mr. Speaker, is that this Government cares 
about what our financial decisions are and how they 
will affect the average Bermudian. Unfortunately, it did 
not work out that way. 

But, Mr. Speaker, people are wondering why 
this Government thought that furlough days were on 
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the table and why the Ag Show was cancelled this 
year and why Financial Assistance has to be cut—
they need to understand the actual deficit and debt 
that this country is really in. Of the Budget, $170 mil-
lion is dedicated to a debt service. Mr. Speaker, that is 
huge! As a matter of fact, so huge, that if it was a min-
istry it would have been the second largest ministry. 
Having a large interest rate, Mr. Speaker, is a burden 
and incurring it every year thereafter is a problem. 
And what I want to do, Mr. Speaker, is break that 
down into how it would affect the average person just 
so they understand how serious [this] debt [is that] we 
are in. 

Let us say a family of three, Mr. Speaker, two 
parents and a child, if the child is lucky enough not to 
have to pack groceries (or if they do pack groceries 
they can spend their money in the Treats candy store) 
so two parents would be bringing home an income of 
let us say $8,000 a month, Mr. Speaker. Of that 
$8,000 a month, 17 per cent, which is roughly $1,300, 
straight off the bat has to go to the bank to pay the 
interest. That is before they can pay any bills, they 
can figure out if they are going to the movies this 
month, they can pay their water, school fees (if their 
child is in private school)—17 per cent has to go di-
rectly to the bank for the interest. Mr. Speaker, that is 
crazy! If I was in that situation, I would want to get out 
that situation as fast as possible. 

So I agree with the Finance Minister—we do 
have to redouble our efforts to get out of this deficit as 
soon as possible. It is just not acceptable, Mr. 
Speaker. If I had $170 million, or if I was the Premier, 
tomorrow (let us say), that $170 million, Mr. Speaker, 
could be used for social programmes, for educating . . 
. not really educating because that comes with sala-
ries, but scholarship programmes. That $170 million, 
some of that could be allocated to the infrastructure in 
St. George’s, to the National Sports Centre, for the 
issues that we have. But we can simply not do any of 
this until we control the debt. 

And you know what, Mr. Speaker? On 
page 30 of the Opposition’s Budget Reply, and I quote 
where the Honourable Shadow Minister of constitu-
ency 18 says, “Mr. Speaker, I am the father of a two-
month-old Bermudian girl. My priority is making sure 
she can grow up in a Bermuda that she is proud to 
call her home.” That is the point, Mr. Speaker. I have 
a five-year-old; we need to control this debt so that 
future generations do not have to inherit it. 

So I can appreciate the two-track strategy that 
our Government is putting in place. And we will con-
tinue to work hard for Bermudians and make sure that 
we are continuing on this pathway to recovery, Mr. 
Speaker. And I do hope that the Opposition, while 
they did agree with some of the things that we said, 
can continue to support this Government in this effort 
moving forward, Mr. Speaker. 

Thank you. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Shadow Minister of Community, [Culture and Sports], 
from constituency 16, Pembroke East Central, MP 
Michael Weeks. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, and Honourable Members of this 
House of Assembly, I rise to contribute tonight to the 
Budget Debate 2015/16 at a time when our country is 
facing great concerns. These concerns are many and 
far-reaching. They are reaching, Mr. Speaker, specifi-
cally to the state of our economy and more particularly 
to everyday Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda. 
 But before I get into that, Mr. Speaker, I want 
to take this opportunity to congratulate our Shadow 
Minister of Finance on a job well done. Again, he de-
ported himself well; he laid out a true vision for Ber-
muda, Mr. Speaker. As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, 
when I was sitting here listening to him he reminded 
me of a samurai where . . . it was almost like he took 
out the proverbial sword and cut and slashed what 
last week’s Budget presented to the country and 
made it plain and simple to the people of Bermuda, 
and very calmly put the sword back in its sheath. So I 
take my hat off to my Shadow Minister, Mr. Burt. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I get into my remarks I 
really need to say that the state of Bermuda . . . we 
definitely see the state of Bermuda from different 
eyes. The Member that just sat down has had her 
view of it about Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda, [but] I have a 
totally different [view of] it. 
 Mr. Speaker, having said that, when I sat 
down and perused the Budget Statement that was 
presented by the Minister of Finance last week, I 
came up with a myriad of concerns that plagued the 
Budget and by extension this administration’s stew-
ardship of the affairs of our country. And my deep 
analysis of the Budget Statement reveals that it pre-
sents more questions than answers. So this cannot be 
a good thing, Mr. Speaker, because as [to the] 
Budget, our Finance Minister should have made it 
clear-cut and straightforward. It should be transparent 
with no hidden parts and with no unanswered ques-
tions. 
 Mr. Speaker, every person, every citizen in 
this country should be able to understand with relative 
ease (because everyone was waiting patiently for this 
Budget) what the Minister of Finance was saying to 
them when he presented it last week. However, Mr. 
Speaker, this was not the case. When I have been 
talking to people inside my constituency and outside, 
they have echoed the same sentiments.  

They have expressed the view, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Minister of Finance (and by extension the 
OBA Government) is out of touch with the people of 
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Bermuda. They expressed the view (and as I have 
said before, Mr. Speaker) that the Minister’s Budget 
Statement offered up more questions than answers. 
The regular people of this country, Mr. Speaker, have 
been pointing out to me many concerns which equate 
to questions that have been left unanswered by the 
Minister of Finance.  

I agree with these citizens, Mr. Speaker, that if 
anything, the Minister of Finance muddied the water 
. . . he muddied the water last week in his Budget 
presentation because sometimes we forget that Mr. 
and Mrs. Bermuda are listening. And they do not want 
all the flop; you have to come down to what the 
Budget means to [them]. 
 So when a Budget is presented it must be 
made clear and easily understandable to that blue 
collar worker, to that man and woman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith that are Back o’ Town asking me to break it 
down for them. So I am going to try to do that today, 
Mr. Speaker, in my allotted time. Some of the things I 
am going to talk about, Mr. Speaker, are the airport 
terminal and by extension the Causeway; work per-
mits and jobs; the much touted Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority; and the big one, the America’s Cup. These are 
only some of what the people have been pointing out 
as really lacking in substance as presented by the 
Minister of Finance. 
 So in accordance with the manner in which 
the Minister speaks about these items, they open up 
questions, and for me, many of which have not been 
answered. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am going to grasp the op-
portunity to raise these issues in this Honourable 
House of Assembly on behalf of the everyday people 
of Bermuda. The hope, at the end of it all, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the Minister of Finance and/or his 
Government will be able to provide the answers that 
the people of Bermuda, in my humble opinion, are 
really looking for. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, let me examine the first of 
the issues I raised about the Minister of Finance’s 
presentation and it is highlighted by everyday people 
as [raising] questions rather than providing answers. 
The proposed new airport terminal, Mr. Speaker, is an 
investment that we all agree should catapult Bermuda 
into a new realm of being first class and First World. 
That is what he said. Therefore, I am not here oppos-
ing just for the sake of opposing, Mr. Speaker. I am 
here as a realist and a visionary who has Bermuda’s 
problems close to my heart, Mr. Speaker. And I have 
some solutions clearly in sight. 

The Minister speaks extensively of the devel-
opment of the new airport terminal in his Budget 
Statement on pages 21 and 22. He spoke of it in glow-
ing terms as “a major economic stimulus.” But will it 
really get the opportunity to become this major eco-
nomic stimulus that the Minister of Finance speaks of? 
The question arises, Mr. Speaker, as the proposal is 
that the Canadian Commercial Corporation and the 

Aecon Group Inc. will be in charge of this new airport 
terminal for the next 30 years, if the Government has 
its way. That is right, Mr. Speaker, you heard me right. 
They will be in control of our airport for the next 30 
years.  

In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, that is a long time 
for a major capital investment such as the airport to be 
in foreign hands. So we have to make sure, Mr. 
Speaker, that we [will be] able to ensure that they [will] 
have checks and balances to safeguard this economic 
stimulus that the Minister says the airport terminal will 
generate.  

But there we go again, Mr. Speaker, the 
longer I read the Budget Statement the more I came 
up with that there are more questions than answers. 
But as I pointed out earlier, I am not just here, Mr. 
Speaker, for the sake of opposing. So, to be fair to the 
Minister, some of what he said about the new airport 
terminal does make sense. However, Mr. Speaker, 
what does not make sense to me is the fact that the 
Causeway—which forms the only link coming west 
from the airport to the mainland—has not been dis-
cussed or mentioned in the Budget Statement. And if 
it has been mentioned in the Budget Statement, 
someone could point it out to me, but I looked high 
and low to see if the Causeway had been mentioned.  

But if this is the case that it has not been men-
tioned, Mr. Speaker, this oversight brings to the fore 
the lack of vision that this OBA Government pos-
sesses when it comes to the airport terminal. Our 
people, Mr. Speaker, the people of Bermuda, cannot 
afford to entrust their leadership in the hands of a 
Government who lacks the required leadership in 
which to lead them—no vision, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, in my humble opinion it is a tru-
ism that whenever there is a hurricane—major or oth-
erwise—there is always a threat that the Causeway 
will be damaged. And the cost of fixing the Causeway 
and maintaining it is becoming astronomical, Mr. 
Speaker. Any Government who happens to be the 
Government of the day has to dip into revenues that 
they have no intention of dipping into to make sure 
that the Causeway, or Long Bird Bridge (as some call 
it), is in working order. So the question I ask again, 
Mr. Speaker, why is the Causeway not included in the 
plans for the new airport terminal? More questions 
than answers. 

But Mr. Speaker, I am not going to stand up 
here on my time just to talk about the problem. I have 
a proposed solution [that] our Government needs to 
include the building of a new and modern bridge in the 
development and in the plans for the airport terminal. 
Mr. Speaker, there are many reputable firms in Can-
ada and in the United States that could help us in this 
regard. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Mr. Michael A. Weeks: And Bermuda—I should have 
started off with “and Bermuda”—that could do this. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I need to tell a little story to 
you. When I was a former Minister of Public Works, I 
had the opportunity to go to Virginia. And the reason I 
went to Virginia, Mr. Speaker, was to see this great 
park and recreation area called “Mount Trashmore.” 
The people of Virginia turned a major dump into a 
beautiful spot—a park and recreation centre. And I 
went in the hopes of getting ideas to finally turning the 
Marsh—the Pembroke dump that we have—into a 
beautiful spot, a park and a recreation centre.  

But while I was there, Mr. Speaker, I decided 
to kill two birds with one stone. So I went to visit the 
company that built the Albert and Victoria Row. I am 
sure you are familiar with that project up there in 
Dockyard. So when I was talking to them and visiting 
them in my capacity as Minister, I talked about some 
other capital projects that we were considering and 
the Causeway was one of them. And they showed me 
all these plans and pictures of what they had done 
mainly on the East Coast with highways and bridges 
and overpasses and whatnot. I am only telling this 
story, Mr. Speaker, [to show] that we need to investi-
gate and we need to have due diligence and we must 
make the Causeway a part of any conversation that 
we are going to have in redeveloping the airport ter-
minal. Those two must go hand in hand by the mere 
fact of where the airport is located. 
 But Mr. Speaker, having said that, I now turn 
my attention to the second point from the Minister’s 
Budget Statement that I picked up that, according to 
the people that I am speaking with, has more ques-
tions than answers. It is the issue of work permits and 
jobs. The brief explanation given by the Minister of 
Finance as to why there has been an increase in the 
number of work permits issued during 2014 is dismal 
in my opinion, Mr. Speaker. I quote from page 16 of 
the Minister’s Budget Statement, if I may, where he 
says, “The [total] number of standard work permits 
processed in 2014 by the Department of Immigration 
was 11,321 versus 10,825 in 2013.” 
 Mr. Speaker, help me out. If more Bermudians 
are losing jobs and if unemployment levels have been 
rising, then why is it that a greater number of work 
permits are being processed? More questions, Mr. 
Speaker, than answers. And the Minister goes on also 
to tell us on page 17 of his presentation, that this is 
“the first increase in work permits since 2008, a posi-
tive indicator of business confidence.” How could this 
analysis of the increase in the processing of work 
permits be allowed to stand? I do not know if it was 
just me, but when I read it, I kept coming up with more 
questions than answers. But this explanation, Mr. 
Speaker, at best . . . and I could use the word of one 
of my colleagues, this explanation at best is disin-
genuous as more Bermudians are out of jobs and our 
unemployment rate continues to climb. 

 So, Mr. Speaker, what the Minister of Finance 
and his party need to tell this Honourable House and 
the people of Bermuda is how they plan to fulfil their 
election promise of creating 2,000 jobs. Let me say 
that again, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Finance and 
his party need to tell this Honourable House and the 
people of Bermuda how they intend to fulfil their pre-
election promise of filling, of creating 2,000 jobs. That 
promise was made just before the last election, and it 
still remains unfulfilled and the people of Bermuda are 
asking about it. More questions, Mr. Speaker, than 
answers. 
 The third talking point, Mr. Speaker, that I feel 
obliged to raise today is the Bermuda Tourism Author-
ity. Sometimes, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if this Govern-
ment is of the view that the Bermuda Tourism Author-
ity is the goose that will lay the golden egg, or are they 
saving that title, that mantle, for the America’s Cup? 
The Bermuda Tourism Authority is a year old, and 
contrary to what the Minister will have some Bermudi-
ans believe, in my opinion the Authority has not 
achieved as much as has been touted in some quar-
ters. But now this reality has struck, Mr. Speaker, and 
in his Budget presentation last week the Minister was 
forced to say this, and again I quote, “the lead times 
required for the BTA to produce increases in 2014 
arrivals were too long to have an impact on that year. 
We will continue to monitor the BTA’s impact on visitor 
arrivals through 2015.” 
 Mr. Speaker, what the Minister has said in 
that Statement (and it may be just me, but he seems 
to be oblivious to it) that the Bermuda Tourism Author-
ity is not performing up to scratch, in my opinion. The 
proof is in the pudding (as I have always been told), 
and from what I see the Bermuda Tourism Authority 
has not been able to achieve any real increase in tour-
ist arrivals over this past year. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: After promising, as I have 
been reminded, when it was created, that they would 
turn around our tourism product within six months. 
They have already celebrated a year on the job [but] 
have not produced the figures that they would have 
some of us to believe. 
 But Mr. Speaker, this is in stark contrast with 
what has been said outside this House on several oc-
casions by some of the operatives of the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority. But it is time, in my humble opin-
ion, that the Government has to become realistic, Mr. 
Speaker, about what the Bermuda Tourism Authority 
is doing and what they can do to boost Bermuda’s 
tourism product.  
 Mr. Speaker, what has the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority produced over the last year? More questions 
than answers. In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, it is time 
that this Government comes clean with the people of 
Bermuda and tells them really how much the Bermuda 
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Tourism Authority is costing the taxpayers of our 
country. It is time that they come clean, Mr. Speaker, 
and tell the people that the Bermuda Tourism Author-
ity, in its current form, has not yet been of any real 
benefit to the economy of this country. 

But Mr. Speaker, let me see if I could put this 
in perspective because before I move on to another 
point it would be remiss of me not to mention specifi-
cally the colossal salaries of the top executives of the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority. Collectively, with their 
base salary, with the incentive pay and benefits, my 
calculation says that that is about $1 million a year—
at least. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: One of my colleagues says 
over that million. 

But at the end of the day . . . I heard some-
body talk about MathGate earlier. Let me put it the 
way I see it (and math was one of my favourite sub-
jects). To pay over a million dollars a year to an ex-
ecutive we have to ask ourselves, Is that million dol-
lars really worth the output that the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority has been producing? More questions than 
answers. 

But the Bermuda Tourism Authority, Mr. 
Speaker, is a striking example of the two Bermudas 
that I so often speak about. A situation where we see 
a few people are benefitting from a lot while the major-
ity of us Bermudians have to settle for a minimum 
amount. We definitely need, Mr. Speaker, to right this 
wrong for the good and benefit of all those Bermudi-
ans that are unemployed, out of work, looking for food 
to eat to put on their tables. But this, Mr. Speaker, 
brings into focus an Opposition statement from an 
Independent Senator in Vermont, if I may read the 
quote.  

This was in 2006, Mr. Speaker, and the Op-
position Senator that was named Bernie Sanders, and 
this was in response to a rate reduction on capital 
gains by the wealthy. He is noted to have said, Mr. 
Speaker, and I quote, “I think that that’s absurd. I 
mean this is again another example of . . . leadership 
leaning over backwards to help people who really 
don’t need any help. These are the wealthiest people 
in this country who are doing extraordinarily well and 
the help for the middle class is minimal.” 

As I mentioned before, Mr. Speaker, the Min-
ister of Finance says his Government “will continue to 
monitor the BTA’s impact on visitor arrivals through 
2015.” Well, I am here to tell the Minister that he 
would not be the only one that will be monitoring the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority and its impact on visitor 
arrivals through 2015. And I might dare say, Mr. 
Speaker, in 2015 and beyond to make sure that we 
get our money’s worth. I do not see it as of yet. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to turn my attention 
now to what is being sold to the people of Bermuda as 

“the big one”—the America’s Cup. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Speaker, some in Bermuda think that this sale is bad. 
Some may not agree with me. But not everybody has 
the same opinion. Some may think the sale is bad 
because the people of Bermuda are not buying into it, 
and neither are they buying it because it has created 
more questions than answers again, Mr. Speaker. 

But there are two prongs to this America’s 
Cup that I really wanted to delve into today. First, Mr. 
Speaker, the Minister spoke in glowing terms of the 
America’s Cup and what it will achieve. Our people 
are starting to wonder if this Government is really full 
of people, like I heard my Leader say earlier . . . are 
they really full of people of crystal balls? And I say 
this, Mr. Speaker: It seems that they are looking into 
the future and they are able to tell us what is going to 
happen regarding this America’s Cup. They are not 
proposing anything, Mr. Speaker, they are not sug-
gesting, they are not targeting. Instead, Mr. Speaker, 
from where I sit, they have been definitive about what 
is going to happen to Bermuda and Bermudians as a 
result of us hosting the America’s Cup. 

For example, the Minister says of the Amer-
ica’s Cup, on page 20 of his Budget presentation, 
page 20, Mr. Speaker, “the global exposure generated 
for Bermuda will have a significant and sustained im-
pact on tourism, resulting in a significant boost for air 
arrivals and on-Island expenditure for years to come.” 
To me, Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that the Minister of 
Finance and the OBA Government must have looked 
into their crystal ball before they added this statement 
to their presentation.  

But Mr. Speaker, I stand here as a watch dog 
for the interests of Bermuda. I wish to tell the Finance 
Minister and his Government a thing or two on behalf 
of the wider populace in my five minutes that is left. 

With less than three years of governance un-
der their belt the people are long tired, Mr. Speaker, of 
their empty promises and suppositions. The people 
now are demanding action-oriented solutions, Mr. 
Speaker, as an answer to the myriad of problems that 
our Island and our people face. I have a question, Mr. 
Speaker, also on page 20, I remember reading about 
the financing for the America’s Cup. And when I read 
[about] that $25 million guarantee sponsorship money 
another question that I have, has any of that money—
that $25 million—been secured thus far? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: More questions than an-
swers. And I heard somebody say “yes” but it was not 
in the Budget Book. So it has been secured only last 
week. Well, anyway, there are more questions than 
answers. 

And the people of Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, the 
people that I speak to, want to know more about this 
America’s Cup because we are the stakeholders, Mr. 
Speaker. And in my view I think that the average 
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Bermudian is being left behind. He is being left behind 
regarding our hosting of the America’s Cup. And I feel 
that our people need to be treated with much more 
respect. 
 Mr. Speaker, the second point (as time is run-
ning out on me) of the America’s Cup is that the 34th 
staging . . . and I need to say this Mr. Speaker. The 
34th staging of the America’s Cup in San Francisco did 
not live up to expectations in terms of economic boom 
for that city. Some people may tell you otherwise, but 
these are the facts, Mr. Speaker, as reported by Bar-
bara Taylor, CBS Bureau Chief in San Francisco on 
December 10, 2013. And Mr. Speaker, I am using 
people’s names. I do not want to be accused of using 
somebody else’s words. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, that is true. That is called pla-
giarism. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. So it is Barbara Taylor, 
the CBS Bureau Chief in San Francisco in Decem-
ber 10, 2013, some three months after the America’s 
Cup series ended. And here is what she said, Mr. 
Speaker, “A new report by the Bay Area Council Eco-
nomic Institute (BACEI) indicates— 
 
The Speaker: You have got about a minute left. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: —that the city of San Fran-
cisco lost money hosting the America’s Cup.”  

I will skip over some things but I wanted to 
say in that news article, that the newspaper said that 
the races have cost the taxpayers more than $5 mil-
lion. So, Mr. Speaker, I am here to say since I must 
. . . I can only go on precedents, how much money 
would a taxpayer of Bermuda have to come up with in 
hosting this America’s Cup?  
 But in my closing, Mr. Speaker, in the words 
of British Prime Minister Gordon Brown— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, they came before us, sir. 
I would like to quote you too, Mr. Mayor. 

“[We don’t] want the old version of equality of 
opportunity— 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: That is it, Honourable Member. That is 
it. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
was just getting warmed up. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very much. 

 The Chair is going to recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency 4, St. George’s South, 
the Deputy Speaker MP Roberts-Holshouser. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 

The Speaker: And just before you do, I want to rec-
ognise in the Gallery, Senator Diallo Rabain is here. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Debate on Budget Statement and Reply continuing] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now just to prevent any form of confusion, the 
Member that just took his seat mentioned and talked 
about crystal balls. I would just like to point out that to 
my slight sense of humour, on page 4, I recognised 
from the [Opposition’s] Reply to the Budget where 
they have specified that “I will present a vision for the 
future that does not end in 2017.” Clearly, the crystal 
ball must be sitting on the other side, Mr. Speaker, 
because the reality of the truth of things, the problem 
with budgets is the fact that we have seen supplemen-
taries over and over, that no governments have crys-
tal balls. All we can do is work with what we have, put 
in place budgets—Mr. Speaker, there does seem to 
be a lot of noise and I do not want to speak too loud. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, carry on. Just 
speak to the Chair. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I am trying, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will control that. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I am trying, Mr. 
Speaker, I am trying. Unfortunately I was a bit dis-
tracted. 
 But Mr. Speaker, I just want to start off, if you 
do not mind, with an experience that I had which I 
have related to the Budget and where we are. And 
that experience started with two friends of mine.  

These two friends I believe really care about 
me. I trust them and I rely on them to guide me. A 
couple of weeks ago they reminded me (one of them 
did) of the fact of their grandmother had been crippled 
with arthritis to the point that her fingers could no 
longer be straightened out, they curled and they were 
extremely painful. And years ago there was this rem-
edy and she recommended that I try this remedy for 
problems that I have with my back. And I said at that 
point, You’ve got to be kidding. You’ve got to be kid-
ding. You want me to drink vinegar? 
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 Mr. Speaker, I dismissed the thought and I 
dismissed the concept and weeks went on, months 
went on, and again a couple of weeks ago (as I men-
tioned) someone else, another friend of mine said to 
me how she was struggling with even getting into her 
car. She suffered from severe back pain, and her work 
required her to use her back and she reflected back 
on vinegar, this miracle drink.  

So she decided that she was going to drink 
some vinegar. And she came back in to say to me, 
Suzanne, you really have to try this, I swear by it, just 
trust me, I have no more problems with my back. 
Drink vinegar.  
 Well, Mr. Speaker, I thought on it and I 
thought on it and I thought, You know what? I trust 
them. I rely on them to guide me and they are not go-
ing to hurt me. So I went out and I purchased this par-
ticular bottle (I am not going to name names) of vine-
gar and I decided that I was going to do what they 
suggested and I went over to my tap, I poured two 
tablespoons of vinegar into this glass of water and 
then I filled it up with water, put it to my lips, Mr. 
Speaker, and I have got to tell you my face contorted, 
my eyes closed (at least one of them and I am still 
reminding myself how that one eye closed) and I tried 
to drink this glass of vinegar water.  

Well, it did take me a little while, but I kept 
thinking, I trust them. I trust them. It must be good for 
me. So I consumed the rest of this glass and I went in 
and I spoke to both of my friends, What type of friends 
are you? You have me drinking this horrid stuff. I don’t 
know how you drank it. So they laughed at me, Mr. 
Speaker, because they said, Oh, you forgot to add the 
honey. Right! 

Well, you know, it is one of those things that 
. . . it makes it go down a little bit better, it makes it 
easier, but I promise you it will help you.  

So religiously I went back and I thought, okay, 
these guys must . . . and now I am a running joke, Mr. 
Speaker. I put the two tablespoons of vinegar in. I put 
the two tablespoons of honey in. I used warm water 
(because they said that would also help). So I used 
warm water, trusting these individuals. I sat at my 
desk drinking this drink and I thought, Okay, so not so 
bad, not so bad. By the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, I 
realised that I had not finished drinking this drink up 
so it went to my lips again, I opened my mouth and 
started to pour it in and I started to gag. I started to 
think, What in the world? And then I realised of course 
it is now cold so it does not taste so good. 

But the reason I am mentioning this and tell-
ing the whole story, Mr. Speaker, is because it was 
not necessarily the most pleasant drink, but— 
 
An Hon. Member: Did it work? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: The results are 
what I am looking for.  

Now the friend of mine whose grandmother 
drank it, has fingers that work. She is no longer in 
pain. They are no longer crippled. The other friend of 
mine who swore by it has no more pain in her back 
which extends to her legs.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, it is not always that the 
things that we want are the best, or that the things that 
do not taste good are not good for us. And I take a 
look at this Budget and that is how I reflect on the 
Budget. It is not something that we want to do as a 
Government to balance our books, or gradually begin 
to work on balancing the books, or work with the 
revenue versus the expenditure. It is not necessarily 
tasting very good, Mr. Speaker, but it is the outcome. 
It is the outcome as the Member from constituency 2 
mentioned. It is for our future. It is something that we 
have to drive towards. 
 Mr. Speaker, the One Bermuda Alliance ran 
for the last election. We knew that it was not going to 
be an easy task. We knew that if we were given the 
honour of representing Bermuda that we had monu-
mental challenges. We also knew that perhaps those 
challenges and our challenges that we would face 
would not always put us in the best light with the peo-
ple that put us here. But we had to hope and rely on 
the fact, like my friends did. I trust them. They are go-
ing to do what is right for me. It is not necessarily 
something that I want to do.  
 Mr. Speaker, there are decisions that this 
Government has had to make which are the tough 
decisions. But it is for the betterment of the people of 
Bermuda. And I know I am asking a lot, and I know we 
are asking a lot, Mr. Speaker, when we ask the people 
of Bermuda to trust us a little longer because it is re-
sults. It is not 14 years. And I do not want to reflect 
back, Mr. Speaker, because often we hear we do not 
want to talk about 14 years, and yet we hear it from 
the opposite side, Mr. Speaker. But the reality of it is 
things take time, they do not happen overnight. But 
the question is: Are we putting things in progress for 
them to change? 
 Mr. Speaker, I could not help, after looking at 
the Budget and realising I had to review some stuff . . 
. if I could get some water that would be great. Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I know, I already 
drank it this morning. Thank you very much. 

For years, Mr. Speaker, the Government of 
Bermuda, not necessarily— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Yes, I do, thank 
you. It was not mine, but I just swung that glass 
around. 
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 For years, the Government of Bermuda, who 
is responsible for the public purse, did exceptionally 
well [according to] the records that I have from the 
year 1990/91 in not spending more money than they 
received. That went on for quite a few different Fi-
nance Ministers, Mr. Speaker. But that story changed 
in 2004/05 when we began to see that difference 
where the revenue or the government earnings did not 
match the government expenditure. Now that was the 
cycle that needed to break because while the world 
saw economic disaster Bermuda was still experienc-
ing it and it is as a result, Mr. Speaker, of not neces-
sarily taking a close look at how to best spend our 
dollars. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to move back to 
some other issues that I would like to raise. The only 
way, Mr. Speaker, to move forward is to begin to ad-
dress your costs and see how the revenue can ex-
pand. We recognise our economy will grow when we 
have an influx of cash, not just the circulation of the 
cash here. 
 Mr. Speaker, I know we have already heard 
(and we will probably hear it again and again before 
the night is over) that projects are imperative if you 
want to see the development, the growth. So while we 
are looking at reducing our budgets, our costs, which 
we have to in order to be able to address our debt, the 
One Bermuda Alliance Government under the Minister 
of Finance recognises that we also need to find ways 
(and in this particular case it came under another Min-
ister) of expanding our economy.  

How do we do this? And yes, Mr. Speaker, it 
does include, as the Member who took his seat from 
constituency 16 said, America’s Cup. That is ex-
tremely important for Bermuda and Bermudians—all 
of us across the board. And yes, it does require 
watchful eyes as does anything else that requires 
government money. And for that I expect the Opposi-
tion to keep us on our toes. Mr. Speaker, that is their 
job and I expect them to do their job and do it well.  

But Mr. Speaker, saying that, that is some-
thing that this Government brought to the forefront 
similar to the PGA golf, which was brought to the fore-
fronts, which no longer exists now, but that was a way 
of increasing and generating revenue for Bermuda. 

We have also brought to the forefront, with the 
oncoming of the 2017 America’s Cup and before that 
the events that will take place in Bermuda hotels. 
Again, I do not need to go down that list that has been 
printed on page 8—Ariel Sands, Pink Beach, Phase 2 
Hamilton Princess—these are not only potentials and 
means that we are not looking through a crystal ball, 
these are things that are going to help our economy. 

While truly, Mr. Speaker, no Government 
wants to increase taxes on their people, there are 
times that we have to. And in saying that, Mr. 
Speaker, I reflected back on a 2010/11 Budget State-
ment. I was reading that Statement to see what has 
happened in the past and where are we going in the 

future. And Mr. Speaker, if you do not mind, I would 
like to read one small paragraph from that Budget 
Statement. And it was— 

 
The Speaker: That is the 2010 Statement? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: It was from 
2010/11. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: “Sustainable 
public finance requires that we make every effort to 
live within our means and although the public may not 
wish to pay for the increased public services they de-
sire, it is incumbent that we have a tax model that 
does not perpetuate spending without an increase in 
the revenue . . .” Clearly, clearly, a very understand-
able statement from what I have just said. “Anything 
less would not add up or be a sensible and prudent 
approach.” That makes sense to me, Mr. Speaker. It 
makes sense. 
 Mr. Speaker, “the standard rate of payroll tax 
which was last adjusted in 2008 will be set at 16 per 
cent in 2010/11.” I believe if I reflected back in the 
2015/16 Statement, Mr. Speaker, which is of course 
this year’s, the payroll tax will be set at 14.5 per cent, 
an increase of 0.5 per cent.  
 Yes, indeed, after the 2010/11 Budget it was 
rolled back. But my point, Mr. Speaker, is that we 
have done the best we can to not even raise it back 
as high as it was in 2010/11, which is several years 
down the road. 
 Mr. Speaker, that was an increase of 2 per 
cent. “The rate of tax recoverable” (reading from 
2010/11) “from employees which was last amended 
ten years ago in the year 2000 [was] set at 5.75 per 
cent in 2010–2011.” Again, reflecting back on the 
2015/16, I believe our increase reflects a 5.25 per 
cent. So the rate of tax recoverable from employees 
will be set at 5.5 per cent for 2015/16, up from the 
5.25 per cent. 
 What I am trying to establish here, Mr. 
Speaker, is back in 2010/11 it was recognised by the 
then-Government that it was prudent and necessary 
to do some things that the people would not necessar-
ily want, but something that was necessary for the 
future of Bermuda. 

We have already mentioned—I have already 
mentioned—how we well surpassed the income ver-
sus the expenditure. And Mr. Speaker, what the One 
Bermuda Alliance Government is trying to do today is 
address our debt. While it is not something that we 
want to do—it is not the vinegar that we want to 
drink—sometimes there is the benefit at the end of the 
day. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recommend that 
while this is not something we would like to do, we 
need to look in the future. And in order for Bermuda to 
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go forward—especially, for example, with the Amer-
ica’s Cup and for the other projects that are coming on 
board that will help people get jobs which are so des-
perate (and I recognise this)—it is important that Ber-
muda understands that it is not up to the Government, 
be it the Opposition or the Government, to make it 
work. Mr. Speaker, it is up to the people of Bermuda 
to make it work. It is the only way anything, any pro-
ject that we work on, will be successful. If the people 
of Bermuda do not make it work, then it will not. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 5, Hamilton East, MP D. V. 
Burgess. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I always like to hear those sto-
ries from St. David’s on the remedies for . . . I guess it 
is rheumatism or arthritis. I would certainly put that in 
my health book to recommend to people. So thank 
you, Honourable Member from St. David’s. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like to con-
gratulate my colleague, the Shadow Finance Minister 
David Burt . . . I am sorry, constituency 18. Mr. 
Speaker, I rate that Honourable Member as one of 
Bermuda’s best and brightest. And he did a sterling 
job last year and a sterling job this year. His Reply is 
not one of criticisms. He comes with solutions. He 
comes with another pathway, not so radical from oth-
ers, but a pathway that we think is better. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to certainly again con-
gratulate him. And I also want to congratulate the Fi-
nance Minister Everard Richards, because one thing 
we all know [is] that presenting a Budget, particularly 
when you increase taxes . . . most people do not like 
it. Most people. And as long as we continue on the 
system we have now—our economic system, our tax 
system—these types of increases will occur. 

That is why we are calling for a review of our 
tax system. And, in fact, I think it was under (the Hon-
ourable Attorney General would remember, and you 
would too, Mr. Speaker) the Honourable Sir John 
Plowman (he was a Senator then). He brought an al-
ternative to our tax system for income for the govern-
ment. And I do not think it was . . . it was certainly not 
accepted by the Government of the day. And you 
know, Mr. Speaker, I cut that particular article out of 
the paper but it has been so long ago I cannot find it. 
He did, he brought something. And I think as long—
again I repeat, as long—as we have this present sys-
tem . . . you can, every time a Finance Minister, re-
gardless of what party he is in, brings tax increases, 
you will have some problems. You will always have 

some people disagreeing, not agreeing. And I under-
stand it. It is not an easy job. 

Mr. Speaker, tourism, let me say this here: 
This Government, this Opposition I should say, sup-
ports the America’s Cup wholeheartedly. I pray for the 
success of the America’s Cup. I look at the benefits 
that can be derived from it, particularly the workers in 
the hotel industry who have not had a wage increase 
since, I believe it was in 2011. That is one of the low-
est paid categories of workers in Bermuda. So we are 
looking for some success there.  

We know that some restaurants and taxis—
that industry has been very soft. So we are hoping 
that money will be generated in those areas as it 
should happen. And so we are looking for, not any 
crumbs, we want a piece of the pie—half of a half 
slice would be okay. It is better than some crumbs. 
And so we want that because, Mr. Speaker, as our 
Shadow Minister has said, our air arrivals are the low-
est in 40 years.  

But Mr. Speaker, the condition of the hotel in-
dustry today, it occurred back in the 1980s when the 
Honourable (and I am going to call him) “Sir” Jim 
Woolridge was the Minister for Tourism. And I would 
say, I would think, it is my opinion that Jim Woolridge 
was probably one of the best tourism Ministers this 
country has ever had. Not because he belonged to 
another party, [but] because I think he is a dynamic 
person from Smith’s Parish. And you do not get too 
many like him. It is close to my parish, but he lives in 
Hamilton Parish now. I would think that the blessings 
came to him early when he lived in Smith’s Parish and 
they came from Hamilton (because his wife is from 
Hamilton Parish, you know). 

But Mr. Speaker, he would tell you and he is 
still annoyed today about when the Government cut 
his budget, his tourism budget—cut it! And at that 
time, those of you that know, tourism was the major 
pillar of our economy. In fact, it was 65 per cent and 
international business was 35 [per cent]. But the then-
Premier and Minister of Finance, the late Sir David 
Gibbons, said, We’re not concentrating on tourism 
anymore. He cut the budget, and he put all his eggs in 
one basket, and put it into international business.  

So tourism went down and it continues to be 
that way. And what we are hoping . . . we are hoping 
that it will recover. But it is going to be difficult to re-
cover because the Government has cut the tourism 
budget again. Hopefully they can work . . . do more 
with less, as the Honourable Member Glenn Blakeney 
was saying.  

Mr. Speaker, forgive me, I do not know the 
numbers. I do not have it, so I am not trying to be con-
trary. I want to follow the rules, but I know Blakeney 
always said that. He was the first person that coined 
that phrase, so I am giving it because I do not want to 
be accused of plagiarism—and I know he will not do 
that. 

So I am hoping that that will happen. 
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Mr. Speaker, I think it was almost two years 
ago that the Finance Minister came here and he said 
he was going to borrow $800 million. He also said that 
he was going to take some of the money and put it in 
escrow in an account that earns some interest. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Sinking Fund. Well, 
earn some interest, thank you. 
 We do not know if that happened because . . . 
and that should last for three years. Three years has 
not come and the money is almost gone. He says 
there is $95 million left and he has got to borrow some 
more money this year. It is a bit unfortunate. I am a 
little bit confused because I would like to know what 
monies we earned from putting that money in a spe-
cial account, why have we used so much in a short 
period of time. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: If the Honourable 
Member will yield— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Well, certainly. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —I may be able to 
help him out. 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member? 
 Yes, Dr. Gibbons. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I think one of the things the Minister of Fi-
nance has said is while $800 million was borrowed, it 
was actually $850 [million] because there was $50 
[million] here, some of that money went to pay off debt 
which was coming due. So it did not all go into dealing 
with deficit. Some of it was sort of turning over or re-
paying debt that was now up . . . the term had come 
up on, if that helps. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, and it is nice to 
have that information. I just would have hoped that 
that information should have been brought back to this 
House earlier when it was occurring. That, to me, 
would have been the proper thing to do. But I accept 
that 

 And whilst I am on taxes, I do not see any-
thing in the Budget Statement about Government col-
lecting the accounts receivable. I know at one time, 
not so long ago, over $200 million was owed to the 
Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know as well as I, and most 
people know that in America (and probably in the UK) 
that if you owe Government taxes you are in big trou-
ble. So, Mr. Speaker, I would encourage everybody—

particularly politicians, because we should be setting 
the example—if you owe any money to Government, 
pay it! Because if you owe money and you are trying 
to get others to pay, they say, Have you paid yours? 
So I think because . . . you know, out of that $200-plus 
million that is owed to Government, I am pretty sure 
Government has put about 10 [per cent] to 15 per cent 
of money that they will not collect. And the longer that 
it is left out there the more we will not be able to col-
lect. And then we are . . . it is costing us because the 
cash flow is short and so you have got to pay for cash 
flow, Mr. Speaker. So I would hope that the Govern-
ment would do that because, you know, they accuse 
us of spending like whatever when we were in Gov-
ernment, but this Government has wasted a lot of 
money also. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Heritage Wharf. It was a 
contract signed for $22.3 million. The last we heard it 
was about $28 million for four dolphins. Mr. Speaker, 
let me . . . you know, let me say this. The island of St. 
Kitt’s they had to build another dolphin in St. Kitt’s re-
cently—they built one. A firm from the United States 
got the job. They had to take and bring all the equip-
ment from New York to St. Kitt’s to build that dolphin. 
And these are for the bigger ships. They had to go 
through improvements just like we did to handle these 
120,000 ton ships, and that dolphin cost less than 
$2.5 million.  

We have done four up here. The last figure 
was $28 million and still counting—a waste of money. 
Plus, plus we spent $2.7 million—that is the last figure 
I got because every time I ask a question (it is all in 
Hansard) the price changes as far as what it cost to 
rent them and transport in and out. The last one was 
$2.7 million when all the equipment . . . contrary to 
what they say, all the equipment was available in 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, more wasted money when you 
just appoint Junior Ministers for the sake of appointing 
them. 
 Mr. Speaker, when that law was put in 
place—the Constitution—I am sure those old boys 
standing there (and I say that with respect) . . . the 
intent of Junior Ministers was that if you have the sub-
stantive Minister in either House . . . for example, if 
the substantive Minister was in this House, the Junior 
Minister would sit in the Upper House, the Senate, not 
have two in the same House. It is a waste of money. 
So we have got two Junior Ministers and two substan-
tive Ministers in the same House—$11,000 a pop—
and we have got our people on furlough days. You 
know we have people— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The furlough days.  

You heard a comment from my good cousin 
down there saying furlough days no more. But fur-
lough days . . . the MOU does not expire until 
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March 31st. But in addition to that, the wages that 
these folks take home, most of them have not had an 
increase in wages since 2010. When you take into 
account the furlough day, they are taking home the 
2008 pay rate. That is some pain. And nobody is go-
ing to tell me those workers have not sacrificed. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, that furlough day came as 
a suggestion from the unions—the Bermuda Trade 
Union Congress. They saw the need and they 
stepped up to the plate. They want a Bermuda for 
everyone. They understand the expenses and what 
we have to do. They brought it here and it was painful 
for them to go back and try to sell that to their mem-
bership. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me tell you something . . . 
can I have some honey and vinegar? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
 Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, please, real wa-
ter. 
 Mr. Speaker, you can negotiate all you want 
and you can get 10 per cent increases. The hardest 
part about negotiations is going back and selling it to 
your members. You never get full, full support, full 
people in favour of what you have got, whether you 
have got 10 [per cent] or whether you have got 5 [per 
cent]. But that is democracy. That is how it goes. 
 Mr. Speaker, when the TUC entered into this 
workforce group with the Government and the Gov-
ernment (and I am paraphrasing right now) asked 
them, Okay, we’ve got to save some money, we’ve 
got to save (I think it was) $47 million. (My figures may 
be off; I know that if I am wrong the Finance Minister 
will correct me.) So the TUC says, Give me all your 
. . . your chart, your expense. Give it all to me and 
we’ll see what we can do. So they were given all the 
figures and they came back with their estimation of a 
savings of between $65 million and $80 million.  

Well, when it went to the table at the Working 
Group (that is the Government negotiating team) $47 
million (I think it was either $47 [million] or 
$37 [million]) was agreed between the groups. And 
when the thing came to a head, when we had the pro-
test on the grounds of Cabinet, some more money 
was needed, (And I am cutting through a lot of it.) 
More money was needed, and the groups went into a 
meeting that Wednesday night at Cabinet and they 
came up with the numbers.  

In fact, at the end of the meeting the leader of 
the Government team said, Okay, well, we are satis-
fied; we got our numbers. So if you found the numbers 
that are necessary that you wanted to save, why do 
you need a furlough day? Because that is why the 
union said, Look, give us your figure. Let us see 
where we can cut.  

 Mr. Speaker, the Government has not been all 
that great in managing the affairs of . . . financial af-
fairs. You know, and I am not throwing any blame at 
any particular person. Mr. Speaker, over time the 
Budget for 2014/15 for government overtime was over 
$13 million. In fact, one particular department that is 
sponsored by us is almost $8,000 per person in over-
time. Some are almost $6,000 per person. That has 
got to be . . . I mean, $8,000 . . . $5,000 . . . all this 
overtime. And then you have got one department, I do 
not know what happened there. They certainly did not 
put in enough money for overtime. Their overtime was 
gone in a matter of weeks. In fact, up until the eight-
month period, out of their $13 million they only got . . . 
they have got less than $895,000 left in overtime. And 
the overtime is basically just over a million dollars a 
month. So I am hoping that they do not go over that 
budget because it was four months ago. 

I see them trying at the PTB by cutting sched-
ules and all that nonsense, you know. I am just hoping 
that when they cut schedules that the workers and the 
school children are considered first. Let us get the 
workers to work and home and the school children to 
school and home. Let us take that first (because I am 
not opposed to) . . . if you have cut to cut, you have 
got to cut. But let us not just cut anywhere for the sake 
of cutting. Let us take care of those folks that need to 
get to and from because there are, I am sure, 
throughout the day. And the bus operators know bet-
ter than me, that some runs they are probably carrying 
four, five or six people—not necessary—so you can 
cut them without much damage, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, when I see a Member from the 
Government criticise the TUC about not having the Ag 
Show, cutting the Ag Show budget was not a proposal 
from the TUC you know. And I am not saying that to 
be critical of the Government because I agree with the 
Government to cut it, particularly with the condition of 
the grounds down there after the hurricane. It is un-
safe. So I agree with them. But if you read that article 
from a Member of this Honourable House, like, All this 
happened because of the TUC. They did not . . . the 
TUC did not put a proposal forward to cap the finan-
cial assistance. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, it is not their re-
sponsibility. 

And the thing is, and the reason why they 
would not do that is because the more people you 
have got unemployed the more financial assistance 
probably is going to be needed. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: So they would not do 
that. But they did not reject it because that is the Gov-
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ernment’s proposal. You are working as a team to-
gether trying to get it right. 
 The TUC came to the table with clean hands 
and a good heart and you had some . . . some . . . the 
same Member wrote another letter trying to get into 
the personal business of people, namely Chris Fur-
bert, the President of the Bermuda Industrial Union 
and Jason Hayward, the President of the BPSU. 
Why? They wanted to know how much they make. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Do they ask that of 
their boss, how much they make? The BPSU and the 
BIU are not . . . their funds do not come from us up 
here, the members know.  
 Mr. Speaker, you will recall the Honourable 
Member, the late Harry Viera, always complained 
about Artie being president for life, and They did not 
know what he was making. And Artie said, well, join 
the union. If you want to see the books, join the union. 
And you know, Harry joined the union. He joined the 
union. And when he found out what he wanted to find 
out he kept his mouth shut. He kept his mouth shut. If 
you are not a member, you are not entitled to the in-
formation. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: So do not put your 
name to letters you did not even write because the 
same people that you are attacking are the same 
people that were too . . . that accommodated— 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
please. 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order coming 
from? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: I did not ask (in that letter you are 
referring to) . . . I was not asking Mr. Furbert to dis-
close his salary. It was repeating an article that he had 
responded to in the Royal Gazette. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on, Member Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I did not 
call the lady’s name; but thank you for revealing your-
self. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is Leah Scott. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the union, when we talk 
about sacrifices, that is in the letter too, about sacri-

fices. Do not tell any of us from the labour movement 
about sacrifices.  

That same Member benefits from the sacri-
fices of the people of this country just like I do, and 
people younger than me. When you talk about sacri-
fices, ask Otti Simmons, ask Dr. Ball, ask Robert 
Johnston, Eugene Blakeney. Ask these folks about 
sacrifices. Ask Molly Burgess, a lady who has to put a 
lot of time in at the union. She has got a union family, 
a dedicated person, as all those union folks are. They 
think this job is easy? And they do not get the pay 
Front Street or all those are getting, and they are not 
complaining about it either. They are not complaining. 
They do it because it is in their heart, it is in their 
blood. They want to fight the injustices of any country. 
 Mr. Speaker, in one other letter that same 
Member wrote they mentioned “race” four times. Four 
times! The union during all this time (’cause I was 
alive, still am) . . . the person that replaced Otti and 
Chris Furbert, we never used “race.” We have mem-
bers of all persuasions—political, race, religion. We 
deal with workers. And why would this person bring up 
“race”? You know, it is crazy.  

In all those demonstrations you never heard 
Jason Hayward, Chris Furbert—none of them—bring 
up any word of “race” because we have members of 
both races, and if there is another race of their race 
also. So we . . . we . . . do not do that, Mr. Speaker, 
we would never do that.  
 And Mr. Speaker, we still have got people 
unemployed, and that is something that is not ad-
dressed in the Budget speech. The Budget speech 
says we have got to work together for Bermuda. It did 
not say for “Bermudians.” And the reason why I say 
that, Mr. Speaker, is because you see the latest fig-
ures on . . . a question was asked, How many work 
permits are held in three categories—carpenters, 
plumbers and . . . masons? And also asked, How 
many Bermudians are registered that are unemployed 
in these categories? Well, each category they . . . for 
example, let us say it was 30 Bermudians unem-
ployed. There were about 70 masons on a work per-
mit. And the whole three categories were like that. 

So you know, Mr. Speaker, the way we would 
deal with situations like that where you have got Ber-
mudians unemployed and you have got my friends 
from overseas here working, I would not kick them out 
overnight. And I do not want to use the words “kick 
them out” because some people say, You’re going to 
kick them out. No, we are not going to kick them out. 
They need to be given proper notice and I would sug-
gest three months’ notice because we have got some 
Bermudians that are unemployed. Do not give them 
the 30 days, like some people would do. [Give them] 
three months, because they have got a family and 
they have got to live just like you and I—they are hu-
man just like you and I—so that these Bermudians 
can get employed.  

Bermuda House of Assembly 



870 27 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

It is a sin when we have Bermudians unem-
ployed and we have guest workers here that are em-
ployed. This would not happen anywhere else in the 
world—nowhere else in the world—only in Bermuda. 
And so you . . . the immigration policy certainly does 
not support our . . . the way things are right now. 

Another waste of money is the Tourism Au-
thority . . . how many minutes have I got left, 20? 
 
The Speaker: Five minutes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Jesus Christ . . .  

Mr. Speaker, the Tourism Authority spent 
$338,000 for fit-out for the Tourism . . . No, let me go 
to the Government first, Government House, I should 
say. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has happened four times (my 
colleague says three) that Government House has 
ruled over this country. Mr. Speaker, I do know that if 
Sir Henry Tucker was living they would not do it under 
Sir Henry. Sir Henry would have had those boys 
marching. Mr. Speaker, let me tell you something. It 
was in 1941. Dr. Cann was speaking to a Governor 
citing some of the grievances that he had. And the 
Governor said, Rome was not built in a day—change 
could only come gradually.  

Then when Willcocks came here (and this is 
from Walton Brown’s book) he saw that the police 
force was made up of a majority of black constables 
and he said, Oh, boy, we can’t have this because we 
have a large white population in proportion to blacks. 
And he said, We can’t tolerate this here. And he tried 
to sell it to the legislators at that time but they . . . it fell 
on deaf ears. But eventually he sold it to the legisla-
tors and agreed to bring in 20 white policemen from 
England (I am sure some of them, most of them, did 
not leave) to come to Bermuda so that the white popu-
lation could feel more comfortable with the police 
force.  

It appeared not, Mr. Speaker. And in those 
days those boys that were in Government that were 
controlling this country they withheld pay from the 
Governor when he acted up. If he did not act in the 
interest (this is in the history book) of Bermuda they 
withheld his pay, and that is what we should be doing 
here. Because when you can bypass Bermudians, 
when the necessary protocols have been approved by 
the Premier—the highest office in the country—and 
you give it to somebody else, the occupant of Gov-
ernment House should not be here and we need to 
stop paying him.  

This is an insult to every Bermudian in this 
country. And just as those boys did it back in those 
days, they need to start living like Sir Henry Tucker 
because I know Sir Henry would not have that. He 
would not have it! And Whitehall would know that. Just 
like they stopped paying when the UK told Bermuda 
not to trade with the Americans, the Government said, 
Screw you— 

[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Ah! Honourable— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Excuse me— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Government said, 
No, no, we will trade with the Americans. And they 
traded with the Americans despite what the UK said. 

That is right because as Bermudians, we must 
act in the interests of this country first. Because I 
really believe that the present occupant of Govern-
ment House— 
 
The Speaker: Careful, careful— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —really does not have 
confidence in Bermudians—in particular, black Ber-
mudians. 
 
The Speaker: Careful, careful. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, I said “the occu-
pant.” The occupant, Mr. Speaker, I will not call his 
name. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker, we cannot take this 
anymore. That is an insult when your parents go out 
and work hard to educate you and you come back 
home and you still cannot get the job. That is terrible. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Learned 
Member, the Attorney General, Minister Trevor Moniz. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 That was an interesting sort of trip down 
memory lane there at the end of the speech of the 
Member who spoke before me. I thought we were 
wandering a little bit away from the Budget. Some of 
the remarks he made were interesting and more 
budget related so I am not going to be distracted off to 
memory lane. But I am very interested in speaking to 
the Budget. 
 Obviously, the members of the public out 
there are aware of the great debt that we have here in 
Bermuda that we need to address and also the con-
tinuing deficit that we are trying to cut here in Ber-
muda. Everyone in the House will be aware of the re-
port of the SAGE Commission and certainly their find-
ing about the size of government in Bermuda being 
unsustainable, not only in times of austerity, but gen-
erally the size of the number of public employees has 
grown to such a level that it is not going to be sustain-
able—period. We are going to have to deal with that. 
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 Now, dealing with how the Budget numbers 
were arrived at, and the Honourable Member who 
spoke before me from constituency 5, I believe, spoke 
about the issues of agreements with the union. Al-
though I was not on the negotiating team, I was aware 
of the discussions that were taking place. And clearly 
there was a desire on the part of the TUC that the fur-
lough day not be continued. But we must remember 
that the furlough day was a measure that was put for-
ward by the unions as a method of reducing govern-
ment expenditure without people losing their jobs, 
without redundancies. And that was the spirit in which 
it was offered by the unions and the spirit in which it 
was offered by Government and we in Government 
are very grateful for the constructive approach that the 
unions took last year. 
 Now, having said all of that, there are short-
comings with respect to the furlough day because the 
furlough day did not address the structural problems 
that exist within government, that there are simply too 
many government employees. And the Honourable 
Member also spoke about overtime. The level of over-
time was unsustainable. And, you know, one of the 
Ministries I was in, Public Works . . . there were a lot 
of problems with overtime.  

I know, with respect to transport there is a lot 
of problem with overtime. And it is a system where 
abuses have built up over the years and some of it is 
poor management. And I am not blaming it all on the 
employees or the union. But it is . . . inefficiency has 
grown into the system so that we had some unsus-
tainable expenses. The furlough day was an ex-
tremely good stop-gap measure to address that, and it 
was offered by the unions. It was a very constructive 
offer, Government accepted. But it did not address 
those structural problems that exist within the public 
service. 
 So this year, in a sense, it is a double-edged 
sword. The easy way to meet the target . . . and the 
target for this year was a reduction in government ex-
penditure of 5 per cent. Members and the public may 
recall that the SAGE Commission had proposed what 
they called a “glide path” over three years of reduction 
in government expenditure of 5 per cent in each year 
for a total of 15 per cent over three years. And the 
Finance Minister, Bob Richards, wanted to take a 
more aggressive approach, so last year he suggested 
reductions of 7 per cent in the first year, 5 [per cent] in 
the second year, and 3 per cent in the third year. And 
we did that last year with the assistance of the unions 
and the furlough days. We achieved that 7 per cent.  

But of course in the second year you have to 
achieve 5 [per cent] in addition to the 7 [per cent] that 
you already achieved. So what happened when the 
union said, Well, we are not going to offer the furlough 
day this year, you had to make up that deficit out of 
the 7 [per cent]. A considerable amount out of the 
7 [per cent] was made up out of the furlough day—you 
then had to get 5 per cent in addition, and you had to 

make up the loss you had because the furlough day 
was not being replaced. So it really put you behind the 
eight ball and that was the problem the Government 
faced.  

In the end, we did not get a 5 per cent reduc-
tion for this year. We have achieved . . . I think it is 
between 3 [per cent] and 3.5 per cent reduction in 
government expenditure for this year. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Clarification? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: You are saying 7 [per 
cent] in the first year. The second year you are saying 
7 [per cent], plus the 5 [per cent]. That is what you are 
really saying. That is 12 [per cent]. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Over the two years. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Right. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Correct. Over two years. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, but you are going 
back from the . . . because what . . . The way we are 
doing it is from, say, 2013/14, you have got to save 
seven there, the next year is from 2013/14 five and 
three. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Right. But the difficulty is that 
the 7 [per cent] included the furlough.  

If you then take the furlough back, you have 
got to make up that reduction in expenditure in the 
second year. So you have got the 5 [per cent] plus 
whatever the furlough amounted to, which was maybe 
3 [per cent] or 4 per cent of the 7 [per cent] in the first 
year. So you effectively would have to make an 8 per 
cent reduction and that is why we could not reach that 
5 per cent in the second year. 
 But it was a two-edged sword because . . . 
You lost that so you could not meet your target, so 
that was a bad thing. You did not meet the target. The 
good thing was that you now have to . . . are forced to 
make those hard decisions to address structural is-
sues of too much expenditure in the public service. So 
we have had to address some of the issues which the 
Minister is going to address with respect to govern-
ment employees, health insurance, some with pension 
payments. You have had to make some hard deci-
sions to get the reduction in expenditure this year. 
You see what I mean? So it is a very difficult equation. 
 Now with respect to the TUC, I mean, what I 
am not clear on (and this is not a criticism of the lead-
ers directly), what I do not know, is that any votes 
were taken of the membership of those unions in their 
entirety. I mean, what tends to happen in these sorts 
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of organisations is that you have a meeting . . . I think 
the BPSU was an example. They recently elected a 
full-time President. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order.  

Honourable Attorney General have a seat. 
 Yes? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, just like 
this House— 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —the unions have a 
quorum in the Constitution and once you reach the 
quorum, the meeting can be held. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No different. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: And that is very informative, 
but you know, many of those votes the membership of 
the union that actually votes is what? Probably 10 per 
cent or less? Something like that. I mean, the BPSU I 
think it was maybe 10 per cent. So you wonder 
whether that small a number reflected the feeling of 
the greater. And I am not making any statements 
about it. I am just saying I am wondering if it reflected 
the sentiments of the membership as a whole. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker, if the Honourable Minister will yield. 
 
The Speaker: Would you yield for him? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, carry on. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Just to give information. On all 
of those unions that were part of the BTUC, they were 
instructed by their members as to how they conduct 
themselves as to the discussions around the furlough 
day period. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: So there was no question as to 
what the— 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thanks. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —what they had to do. 
 
The Speaker: Thanks, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: They were instructed. 
 
The Speaker: Understood. 

Minister? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, I think the Member 
missed the point. But what percentage of their mem-
bership so instructed them? Was it a ballot of the 
whole membership, or just a small number who turned 
up? So I raise that question. I do not purport to know 
the answer; I am just raising the question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, we will see about that. I 
am not so sure about that. So Members, they think 
they know the answer, and I say, well, there is no de-
finitive answer because the vote was never taken of 
the full membership. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: All right. All right. Just some order here. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I, for one, am one of those 
who believe that we have to make the hard decisions. 
And having said that, I think that the Minister did a 
marvellous job in what he achieved in the time that 
was available with the furlough being withdrawn. So I 
think he did a marvellous job.  

But we have structural issues which in the 
longer term are going to have to be faced. And I be-
lieve the view he takes is that as we are able to turn 
the economy around, it is going to be easier to make 
those hard decisions. Because for people who may 
lose their jobs in public employment, for example, they 
may be able to find employment in private industry as 
we increase employment out there—which is going to 
take years. It is not going to happen overnight. 
 Now, you know, with respect to the Reply, you 
know the heading of it was “Vision.” And I think cer-
tainly nothing shows vision more than the Government 
going out and grabbing the America’s Cup. This is 
something that is going to make a big difference to 
this community over a great number of years. Is it the 
single solution to all of our problems? No. But it has 
had a pivotal effect on confidence in this country and 
not just in the business community but across the 
spectrum of this community. And it has achieved its 
own synergy in a sense because not only this year are 
we getting a Challenger series race later on in 2015, 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 27 February 2015 873 
 
in October I think, but we are getting the finals in June 
of 2017.  

But in addition to that we are getting a J/Boat 
series now. So that is going to more of an injection 
into this community. And there is also the hope of the 
Tall Ships coming here in 2017. So can you imagine 
in 2017 if you get a J/Boat series, you get the Tall 
Ships, you get the America’s Cup Final how much of 
world attention is going to be focused on Bermuda 
and the opportunity to rebrand this community as a 
tourist destination. There is not going to be anything 
better than that. And I think everyone is in support of 
that and the Opposition have said so. 
 Obviously, in times of difficulty like this, the 
first thing you are going to look to is to shore up your 
existing industries, which are for us is international 
business (which is mainly insurance and reinsurance), 
and the tourism industry (as battered as it has been 
over the years), and we have our own challenges. The 
two main challenges in our tourism industry are that 
Bermuda is more seasonal than destinations to our 
south because we have more of a winter than they do, 
so people do not want to come here and sit on the 
beach in our winter. And we have an issue with the 
cost structure, which includes labour. But it is not la-
bour alone, whether it is land and buildings and the 
cost of upkeep or whether it is electricity. All of those 
costs in Bermuda tend to be very high—higher than 
places on the mainland in the US, and higher, to some 
extent, than the places to the south of us.  

Someone might want to go to Mexico or Costa 
Rica, or somewhere like that. Their costs are going to 
be much lower whether they are labour costs, whether 
they are building costs, whether they are electricity 
costs, et cetera. So our tourism industry faces a battle 
on those two fronts and we are trying to stimulate it 
and we still believe it is going to be very important and 
Bermuda has a very particular niche to fill as a desti-
nation that is a very special destination.  

I know that the Tourism Authority has come 
up with some very good ideas. I know the one that 
has been tried in the past, and they are going to con-
tinue to try in the future, is the golf in Bermuda. And I 
know the Honourable Member is a golfer (which I am 
not). And the places we draw from, golf is still a very 
popular sport with people who have large amounts of 
disposable income. So it is a good thing for us to go 
for.  
 So I think we have had vision. I think there is 
a lot of vision there, and not only that, but the vision 
has paid off. Not many people would have put money 
on Bermuda getting the America’s Cup. This is, as 
everyone knows, the first time an American team has 
defended the America’s Cup outside of America. And 
the smart money was saying, Not only will you not get 
it, you’re wasting your time even trying for it. And I will 
say I was one of the people who was very big on it, I 
was a very strong believer in it because of my past 
involvement in sailing. And much of that belief was 

from my heart, but also I know a lot of these sailors 
have sailed here, whether it is Russell Coutts or Ben 
Ainslie, they sailed here in the King Edward VII Gold 
Cup in the International One Design series over many, 
many years. So they are very comfortable with Ber-
muda, they love Bermuda. So I know from the sailors’ 
point of view Bermuda is attractive. 

And we knew that from an international televi-
sion point of view Bermuda was attractive because we 
could reach both the North American market (Canada 
and America) as well as the European market, which 
was difficult if the event were held on the west coast 
or even in Chicago. If it is held in Chicago it is going to 
be difficult for people in Europe to watch it. And usu-
ally it is a good chance that the challenger is going to 
be a European team as likely as it is to be a New Zea-
land or Australian team. So in the end we got it and it 
is sort of against all odds. But I think that showed a 
great vision.  

I would like to congratulate the team led by 
the Honourable Member Grant Gibbons. We had a 
great team on that and we were successful. And it is 
going to take a lot of effort and it is going to take eve-
ryone joining together, including the unions obviously 
and labour, but I am convinced that we can do it and 
everyone will pull together.  

I was in one meeting that we held with the un-
ion leaders and they were very, very positive about it 
and they could see the benefits across the board to all 
of Bermuda. I mean, nobody should have to ask the 
question, Is the income from these events going to be 
spread out? Because there is no way it cannot be. 
You have all of those people coming to Bermuda and 
staying here. That benefit is going to spread to the 
whole community and there is a much larger benefit 
that Bermuda is going to be rebranded as a destina-
tion. We are going to have so much free attention on 
us. 

Most people I guess would be aware that the 
America’s Cup . . . the TV rights in North America are 
with NBC, and they are going to give it huge promi-
nence. We are going to get . . . there are going to be 
so many ads and shows on the history and leading up 
and stories about Bermuda that we are going to re-
brand ourselves as a destination and let people know 
who we really are, which is what attracts them. I 
mean, who Bermudians really are . . . that attracts 
people here. We do not need to put up any form of 
artificial image to this destination. And so it will make 
us a success, again, in the tourism industry. 

I will just touch briefly on another two matters. 
It is also my belief that we are heading towards a suc-
cessful beginning to the airport project. And I think 
that that is a very intelligent project. I have worked on 
the legal side of the issues with the Minister of Fi-
nance. I think that will work very well for us in Ber-
muda to produce a new airport terminal that we need. 
We are far behind in terms of our facility down there. It 
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is a very aged building down there with its facilities, 
and we need an improvement.  

I think the Finance Minister has discovered a 
way to pay for that which is going to be very worth-
while for Bermuda. There is no magic to it. It is similar 
in a way to the new hospital building, which is a PPP 
(a public/private partnership), but in this case we are 
going to try to cover most, if not all of it, from the 
revenue that can be achieved from that project. And 
the Member is correct. The Honourable Member who 
spoke before me, is quite correct. You have got to 
match up the size of the project—both physically and 
in dollar terms—with the revenues that can reasona-
bly be generated. You do not want to be putting your-
self back in a hole. If there is any shortcoming, any 
deficit, between the amount that it costs and the 
amount that can be covered through the revenues, 
then you have certainly got to try your best to mini-
mise that and to build according to your pocketbook. 
You do not build something larger than you can afford. 
I know the Member agrees with that.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Now, the other . . . well, we 
are going to have to sharpen our pencils, perhaps. He 
says in his view it is overpriced. But we may have to 
sharpen our pencils. 
 And I heard Members mention the Causeway. 
That is another project that we need to work on. It is a 
big project and we have challenges in Bermuda. I am 
sure that Member and everyone else is aware that 
there cave structures in that area which make the cost 
of building structures expensive. You have got to do 
all sorts of bathymetric surveys, et cetera, and those 
things are challenging. 
 We have hotel projects that are to come on 
line in the future. Those will be done, but they are not 
easy. None of them are easy projects. And the Mem-
ber will be aware from his time in Cabinet where there 
were projects, for example in St. George’s, that were 
hoped to come to fruition in their day and did not. And 
now we are struggling with those same issues. Can 
we get those past the post? And hopefully this year 
the people of Bermuda, the Members of this House, 
and that Member will see that we are able to get past 
the post with some major hotel developments in St. 
George’s— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Member says his fingers 
are crossed. I think all of our fingers are crossed, in-
cluding in that the Morgan’s Point. And we hope that 
those can be a great stimulus to Bermuda both in the 
construction phase of those projects putting construc-
tion workers back to work and then later on in terms of 
hospitality workers. But I am very bullish on those pro-
jects. It has certainly not been easy, there has been a 

lot of hard work, a lot of sweat going into it. And there 
are no guarantees in this world. It is a very competi-
tive environment in which we exist. 

But having said that, I think that the Budget is 
a great Budget considering the conditions that we are 
in and I, again, congratulate the Minister of Finance. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Attorney General. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency 15, Pembroke East, MP 
Roban. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 

The Speaker: And just before you start I just want to 
take the opportunity to recognise Senator Baron who 
is in the audience. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
[Debate on Budget Statement and Reply continuing] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has been a very interesting 
day. I certainly want to first congratulate my colleague 
the Honourable Shadow Finance Minister from con-
stituency 18 for an excellent Reply to last week’s 
Budget. I do believe we have attempted with succes-
sive budgets, as the Opposition, to present viable al-
ternatives to the Government’s programme. And once 
again that has been done. A programme that can be 
considered an alternative to the Government’s pro-
gramme—that is essentially the job of the Opposi-
tion—and that has been done.  

Irrespective of some of the chatter that has 
been out there, whether it was last year’s Reply, I 
have not yet seen what is going to be said about this 
one but certainly last year’s Reply did not receive the 
sort of wide criticism that one would have thought. I 
did not see the so-called pundits pick it apart in a way 
that was credible. And when you look at it put up 
against what the Government did last year and what 
would seem to be the results of that Budget, you will 
see that our Budget [Reply] from last year was a 
credible proposal. 

I would just like, Mr. Speaker, to read one par-
ticular section of our Budget Reply, because it really 
does sort of bring it to what it is all about, and to what 
we are attempting. I will refer to it in a later part of my 
comments, Mr. Speaker. But we feel that our presen-
tation last year, which essentially is a template for 
what we presented this year, has shown that there 
was a different glide path by the Government that 
could have been taken to achieve the goals that, sup-
posedly, the Government sought to reach and the 
savings of which they said they were pursuing. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, I have heard some of the 
presentations of Members on the other side so far, 
and I must say I have not found them as energetic 
and as enthusiastic as it was last year. But perhaps 
they have been sobered by their 20-odd months in 
Government to know that, irrespective of what they 
may have intended post-December 18, 2012, it is not 
as simple to bring it about. And those of us who have 
been a part of the Government understand that the 
realism of governance hits you ultimately even if you 
came in with lofty proposals and promises that you 
thought would win the election, and maybe did win 
you the election. Because winning the election is dif-
ferent from governing the country. It is very different. 
You can be successful at both but you also can fail at 
both. You know you fail at one . . . succeed at one and 
fail at one or you could fail on them both at the same 
time. Perhaps they are experiencing the challenges 
that obviously would come to a Government that has 
promised high and delivered low. 

Mr. Speaker, before I get to kind of looking at 
our own Budget response, I would like to reflect on 
what I think has been a part of the challenge of the 
Government over the past couple of years. And one of 
the things I will touch on is trust and confidence—trust 
and confidence. 

Like any Government, Mr. Speaker, you need 
to have the confidence of the electorate and, to some 
degree, that has already been given to you by the re-
sult of the vote that has been cast on election day. 
And then you must continue with the trust—not only 
the trust of the electorate, but the trust of the people 
who you must work with to deliver on your pro-
gramme, Mr. Speaker.  

And Mr. Speaker, that is crucial for any Gov-
ernment. That is crucial in a number of ways because, 
frankly, a Cabinet of 12 cannot run the country by 
themselves. A Cabinet of 12 has to rely on others to 
carry out activities that ensure that their programme 
will be successful, or at least even decide if the pro-
gramme can work before it can ultimately get success. 
So that is a part of . . . and they rely on a civil service, 
large or small departments, individuals, individuals 
with expertise, individuals who are tasked with certain 
responsibilities to assist them with their programme 
and to ensure its success in whatever way it can be 
made successful.  

Well, Mr. Speaker, you do not . . . you may 
not get that trust from . . . or even loyalty . . . perhaps 
not so much loyalty because it is not so much impor-
tant that a civil servant or a government worker be 
loyal to the individual Minister, they are more . . . they 
must fulfil the job that they have been given and they 
fulfil that job irrespective of who is in power. But, Mr. 
Speaker, you do not get that by calling them names. 
You do not get that trust by referring to them nega-
tively and cultivating an environment that questions 
their competence or feeding the so-called opinions of 
individuals who seemingly in a . . . do not have a good 

thing to say about people who work for the govern-
ment or people who act on behalf of the government. 
And we have seen that, Mr. Speaker. We have seen 
that, unfortunately, cultivated over the last 20-odd 
months. 

It seems, unfortunately, that the current ad-
ministration came into power believing that they were 
going to tear up the floorboards, replace the slate, 
remodel the walls, and just tear it all apart and replace 
it back in their own image in a way that was business 
efficient. And maybe even at the same time find a way 
to get rid of some bodies. That was the language that 
we found, and certainly not only was it the language, 
Mr. Speaker, that was the action. The SAGE Com-
mission was all about that. The Government came in, 
there was a very nicely penned statement by the 
Government prior to the election saying, Civil servants 
your jobs are safe. Then what happened in action was 
the SAGE Commission, which had efficiencies and 
privatisation on the table. And so here we had a mani-
festation of something that was in itself attacking the 
workers of the Government. 

Now let me just say, Mr. Speaker, both sides 
of this House are in agreement with the objective of 
making Government more efficient, that we must find 
a way to bring down the cost of Government. I do not 
believe that anyone, and certainly this party on this 
side as the Opposition, has disagreed with that objec-
tive. Because as the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 4 read in a statement of some years ago, 
that was a goal of the Government of that time. And I 
was in that Cabinet so I know that that was what we 
were looking for. And I can certainly attest as a Cabi-
net Minister with one Ministry that I was responsible 
for having to find 10 per cent to cut and I cut every-
thing except the jobs of the people in that Ministry.  

That is what I did and that is what I was re-
quired to do. And I can tell you if I did not find the ap-
propriate cuts, the Finance Ministry was going to find 
them because that was the objective of the Govern-
ment at that time—to find at least 10 per cent cuts 
across Ministries. 

So the effort and the painful process of trying 
to cut the cost of government has been the objective 
of the Bermuda Government for quite some time. But 
part of the challenge we find now, Mr. Speaker, as I 
said, is that it has been pursued in a way that seem-
ingly . . . and I have said this before. This seems to be 
a habit of the current administration to try and break 
down and destroy in order to build up. So what we 
have seen in the last couple of weeks, what we have 
seen perpetually over the last two years, is an effort 
by this Government to almost paint the civil servants 
as being the problem and the workers to be the prob-
lem.  

I go back to my statement about trust in that 
these are the very persons that you are relying on to 
ensure your programme is successful. But I do not 
understand how you can ensure that happens if you 
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are busy beating them up and bringing into question 
their competence, their ability to deliver on their jobs 
or to describe them as being a beast that is bloated. I 
do not see how you do that, how you can achieve . . . 
and it is important that the government be successful 
at what it does to at least meet the needs of the citi-
zens. Ultimately the citizens will decide if they are sat-
isfied with the work of the Government. But ultimately, 
because we all are benefitting from the work of the 
Government whether we are in the Opposition or we 
are in the Government, or whether we voted for the 
Government or not, we need for the government to be 
able to carry out its job. But the elected Members who 
are part of the Cabinet, who are part of the structure, 
how do you accomplish that by beating up on them, 
by questioning their competence? 

We have seen on a number of occasions the 
Finance Minister and others question the competence 
of the Statistics Department. But I marvel at that, and 
when it happened I found it very disturbing, where this 
. . . where it was questioned, you know, the reliability 
of the work of the Statistics Department. But if you 
look at the Budget Statement and the Economic Re-
port, that is basically whose work they are relying on 
for these reports still. But how do you accomplish, 
even if you do have to make the tough decision, Mr. 
Speaker, if you are busy telling these people that they 
are not worth anything? 

You are cultivating an environment in the 
community as we saw at the recent Budget breakfast 
where comments were coming that were actually al-
most, you know . . . and we have even seen articles in 
the paper from people saying that the civil servants 
are the problem, that they are the main cause of . . . 
and that somehow the taxes paid by those persons of 
the business community are a burden on them and 
that they are being unfairly treated as taxpayers to 
pay for those civil servants and those government 
workers. How do you work with people or work for 
people who do not actually value you? 

I can tell you now if this is the environment 
that the OBA and it supporters desire to continue to 
cultivate, there is no reason why the union should ac-
tually be reasonable, frankly, because it is who they 
represent who are the subjects of these attacks and it 
is not fair. It is not right. These are Bermudians who 
are trying to act just like everyone else, meet their 
daily, monthly, yearly obligations—pay mortgages, 
pay for child’s needs, their family needs. But they are 
being told that they might be lucky if you have a job 
next year because they are inefficient, they are not 
accountable, they are part of a bloated structure, and 
we need to get rid of them. That is what they are be-
ing told. 

And part of my problem is that it was being 
done at a Budget breakfast—a breakfast which clearly 
was catered to by people who make very high sala-
ries, who often make bonuses, who have not had the 
real cost and pain of the recession inflicted on them 

personally because some of them make six- seven-
figure salaries and they only get taxed on payroll tax 
to a certain level and the rest is cream. Whereas any-
body who is below a certain amount, everything is 
taxed. So some of them actually have income that is 
not even taxed. They are like companies that they 
own and work for [that] do not get taxed on their prof-
its. But they are sitting at a breakfast—an expensive 
breakfast, a breakfast that many people in this country 
cannot even afford—they were being served by union 
professionals—waiters and waitresses—and they are 
sitting around telling the country how terrible union-
ised people are, terrible how civil servants are. 

I think that that is a bit rich for me. And you 
know what it reminded me of? It reminded me, Mr. 
Speaker, of the 47 per cent comment of Romney at 
that very high-priced dinner that he had before the 
election with the billionaires. That is what it reminded 
me of. And frankly, the comment that my Honourable 
Shadow Finance Minister has in the Budget Reply 
very early on, on page 4, is also reminiscent of the 
same attitude by the Chairman of the OBA. It is remi-
niscent of the same attitude.  

I will read it again, because this is an unfortu-
nate thing. This is not a climate of which the Govern-
ment, if it seeks to risk its objective in its strategy 
which is shrinking government expenditure and then 
raising the revenue, you are going to have a difficult 
time because we who have been in Government know 
that government’s biggest burden in expenditure is 
salaries as a percentage of its overall expenditure. 

So if you are going to go after that, how do 
you go after it if you are attacking the very people that 
you are going to have to negotiate with and work with 
to try and bring some sort of measured reduction? 
You are going to potentially make them feel unsafe 
and fearful and insecure. But you are busy out there 
telling the whole country that they are useless, that 
they are not worth what we are paying them. And that 
is an environment that has been cultivated by this 
present Government. I have a problem with that. 

So I am concerned about the Government be-
ing successful at what it really needs to do because it 
has contributed to an environment of which I will read 
the quote:  

“There are many voices in this community 
which say we should be spending money to shield 
Bermudians from the consequences of today’s reali-
ties. Forget about foreigners, they say. Forget about 
international business. Do more for our people.”  

I am not sure if people are actually saying 
that, but this is what this person said they are saying. 
This is what this person is saying. “Give jobs to Ber-
mudians. Increase pensions. Give students more 
money for college.” I do not see why anybody would 
be against that. “Give seniors better healthcare. In-
vest, they say, in Bermudians. We have difficulty at 
the moment paying the bills. We have no savings. 
What money would we use to make these invest-
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ments? Of course, the voices we are hearing belong 
to the people who got us into this mess in the first 
place. They want to take back the reins of power. But 
where do you think they would find the money for this 
bonanza of presents for ‘our people’?” 

Since when is proper health care a bonanza 
payment to the people? Since when is good public 
education? Since when is good roads? Since when is 
decent pensions or reasonable pensions a bonanza? 
Because, remember, people actually pay into those 
pensions. That is their money that has been taken, 
appropriately invested and then is being given back. 
So this is not some entitlement. Thankfully, we have a 
compulsory pension system here so everybody who 
works should be getting a pension in this country to 
ensure their long-term sustainability.  

But when we hear comments like that from 
Members of the Government you have to question . . . 
this is a 47 per cent moocher comment. That is what it 
is. It is saying that the people who are disadvantaged 
are moochers on the public purse and have contrib-
uted to why the public purse cannot provide what it is. 
That is unfortunate that we would be hearing that from 
this Government. As I said it reminded me of Romney. 
Right? But then that is the environment that has been 
cultivated. That is the environment that was at that 
Budget breakfast. 

Now I will move on from that because my 
concern is that the Government, if you are going to 
reach this objective, you are not going to do it by beat-
ing up on the very people who you have to work with 
to get there. 

The other thing: The Government has a two-
track strategy, Mr. Speaker. A two-track strategy, 
which also includes revenue. In their Budget State-
ment on page 8 they list a number of projects which 
amount to what they feel over perhaps two to three 
years or so will amount to investment in the country, 
revenue being earned, and jobs being potentially cre-
ated. That is good. We all want that. 

My concern, and my honourable colleague 
from constituency 18 expressed a concern around 
that, again, it seems to be a slightly lofty idea of sug-
gesting that it amounts to a certain amount of invest-
ment when actually, (1) some of these projects have 
not even been approved for development yet or even 
have a lick of paper at the planning office; (2) some of 
their values may be yet to be determined; and (3) we 
do not know that they are actually even going to 
achieve some of these numbers, particularly the 
America’s Cup, which, as has been already said, we 
are supportive of. But we are concerned and we have 
expressed our concerns about certain components of 
the presence of the America’s Cup and what we hope 
it will do for our country. We want more assurance 
about we can make sure it does for the country. Be-
cause of that those are the concerns, not that we are 
against it. 

But when I look at some of these projects like 
St. George’s Regis, and the Honourable and Learned 
Member who sat down just before me expressed the 
clear, I guess, reflection on the challenge of getting 
hotel development. There are concerns about . . . we 
have not heard much about St. George’s at all re-
cently. The Minister made a statement in December, 
but I must say, perhaps I am a little bit more picky, I 
would like to hear more about what is happening in St. 
George’s. And for the very reason that that has a sub-
stantial amount of public land that potentially will be 
tied up for a considerable amount of time in a private 
development. We do not even know; we have never 
seen who the developer is. We are not even sure that 
the brand that allegedly has been attached to that de-
velopment is surely going to be there. We are not sure 
of much of anything other than what the Minister has 
told us. So my concern is that St. George’s be suc-
cessful, but I have not heard much information that 
assures me that that is the case. 

Mr. Speaker, we also have Morgan’s Point. 
They recently had a meeting. I am also concerned 
about that because, right now, Mr. Speaker, the big-
gest investor in a project which eight years ago was 
supposed to be a great sort of investment opportunity 
for the country to take a dilapidated brown space and 
turn it into an income earning development . . . at that 
time the plan that was laid to the Bermuda Govern-
ment was valued in the billions, not just what I would 
call the $160 million that is here. The plan that was 
brought . . . and you may recall those persons who 
came to us associated with the same gentleman, 
whose plan was in the billions of dollars of value equal 
in value to the Baha Mar project perhaps down in the 
Bahamas at the time. A lot of time has gone by since 
then, but here we are and I am still concerned that 
right now this $160 million does not represent private 
funding, it represents the guarantee that the Govern-
ment has put on the table.  

So the billions investor, whether in equity or 
actually in some sort of value, to that project is not a 
private investor, it is actually the Government itself. 
And the plan was that this would be developed pri-
vately, that the Government risk attached to it would 
be minimal. Well, there is a lot of risk here. There is 
$160 million worth of risk that we have over time at-
tached to this project. So I am concerned about that. 

I am also concerned about Ariel Sands. 
Again, I raise these concerns not to not support them, 
because we need this investment. But I am concerned 
about the direction they are taking and they ultimately 
will bring about what we require. I look at Ariel Sands, 
Mr. Speaker, and I have heard this before because 
Mr. Douglas and his team have announced two or 
three times already that they had a development, but 
there is not a plan that has been filed. So I am con-
cerned about that because I do not want the expecta-
tions of our people to be unnecessarily brought to the 
front and then dashed once again because this is 
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tough. Getting hotel investment in this environment is 
tough. 

Now Mr. Speaker, I will go on to speak about 
what my Honourable Shadow Finance Minister has 
proposed, things that we have felt were genuine reve-
nue opportunities. As you might recall, Mr. Speaker, at 
least the revenue opportunities that the Government 
has presented prior to now have not worked. They 
presented the tax relief for new hires as a way to get 
people employed and new jobs a couple of budgets 
ago. It did not happen. They also took away the re-
quirement for non-Bermudians to pay tax on purchas-
ing property—PRCs for non-Bermudians—they low-
ered the tax to a very low level, or, I think they might 
have erased it altogether. So both those schemes, 
(1) were supposed to create jobs; (2) were supposed 
to see some injection into the real estate market and 
actually bring about some investment in the country—
nothing happened. PRCs did not buy any property, 
neither did foreigners in any significant amount.  

So those were two revenue schemes that they 
had on the table which actually flopped and failed and 
the Finance Minister came here and admitted they 
were not as successful as he wanted. So here we are 
now, we are talking about the hotel development and 
the America’s Cup and the airport. Well, let us see 
where they go. 

But we have proposed, Mr. Speaker, some 
very, I believe, courageous and imaginative possible 
revenue opportunities for the country. And I am going 
to focus on that because I am sure my Members are 
going to talk about many things, and I do not need to 
fill their space because they are going to fill the space 
just fine. 

Things like the Blue Economy, Mr. Speaker. 
Unfortunately, the Government does not seem to have 
seriously taken that up in a very serious way. And 
frankly we have heard them kind of dismiss it in a ma-
jor way over the last couple of years. But here we are. 
I am looking, Mr. Speaker, at an article (if you will give 
me permission), on Caribbean News Now, a commen-
tary from Deodat Maharaj, Deputy Secretary-General 
of the Commonwealth. The title of the commentary is 
“The Blue Economy offers rich rewards to countries 
that seize the moment.”  

So the region is looking at the Blue Economy, 
other countries are looking at the Blue Economy, in-
ternational advisors of great renown and great exper-
tise are pointing to island countries seeing the Blue 
Economy as an opportunity. And if I can just read a bit 
of what the honourable gentleman says, “The poten-
tial of the oceans to help meet our growing needs is 
huge, but marine”— 

 
The Speaker: Who is saying that? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: This is Deodat Maharaj who is 
the Deputy Secretary-General of the Commonwealth. 
 

The Speaker: Oh, okay. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: “The potential of the oceans to 
help meet our growing needs is huge, but marine re-
sources are under increasing pressure from overex-
ploitation and poor management. The concept of an 
ocean-based economy has been embraced by many 
island nations as a mechanism to realise sustainable 
growth. The premise being that the oceans can play a 
pivotal role in tackling the longer-term socio-economic 
and environmental challenges. The Blue Economy is 
potentially of major value to all Caribbean countries—
the opportunity to create more value out of existing 
and new resource streams cannot be overlooked.” 
 So here you have it. The Blue Economy by 
the international people who are tasked with advising 
on what countries need to do, countries like ours, is-
land states. I am not talking about the continental US 
and that. I am talking about little islands like us. This is 
a viable option to be looking at. We should be looking 
at it. That is just one of the revenue ideas. 
 The gaming industry—online gaming—
Honourable Members have, over the years . . . well, 
our Members have— 
 
The Speaker: You have one minute left. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —talked about that. 
 Regulating cannabis. Just a couple of days 
ago the island of Jamaica legalised cannabis or legal-
ised certain uses for cannabis with a view to regulat-
ing it as an industry that can make hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for them. I say that that has been done. 
It is an interesting development. And like we have 
seen in North America, we need to take a close look 
at it. But the OBA Government has got to address the 
cannabis issue head on and stop avoiding dealing 
with the issue that is bringing criminality to our young 
men and women. That is where they have to start. 
They have got to get some courage and deal with that 
component of it. 
 Mr. Speaker, since my time has come to an 
end I will close there. We have a lot of work to do as a 
country and we hope the Government can take on 
some of our ideas to move forward. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Devonshire North West, constitu-
ency 14, MP Glen C. Smith. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you and good evening, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Good evening. And I am going to get 
some lunch, not because of you, but I am hungry. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: It seems to be a habit because last 
time I stood up— 
 
The Speaker: Is that right? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: —you left the room as everybody 
else has left the room.  
 
The Speaker: I’m sorry. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: But you know what? I think people 
are trying to tell me something— 
 
The Speaker: No, no, no. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: —so I will not be too long, I can as-
sure you that. 
 
The Speaker: No, Honourable Member, take your 
time. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you. 
 First of all, I would like to congratulate the 
Minister of Finance, the Honourable E. T. Richards, 
also his Ministers for putting together a very difficult 
Budget in the time that we are in. And I would also 
have to congratulate the civil servants and the perma-
nent secretaries that did it. Nobody likes to cut at all 
and trying to look at ways of being able to grow reve-
nue. 
 It would be remiss of me this evening not to 
congratulate the Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 18 who delivered a very elegant Reply to the 
[Budget Statement] today. You know what? It was 
delivered eloquently and perhaps he should consider 
being looking to the voice of summer in the future. But 
anyhow, give credit where credit is due. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Government is 
working hard to revitalise Bermuda. We all agree we 
can no longer live on a one pillar horse or a one-
legged horse, [and] at the end of the day, that is inter-
national business. Unfortunately, the markets have 
softened in their business so at the end of the day you 
get contraction. That is only for now, but hopefully . . . 
well, in the future maybe California will fall off from the 
US and will create some more reinsurance business 
to come back. But who knows when that will happen?  
 So once again we must diversify, and that is 
what we are continuing to do. You know at the end of 
the day it is the private sector—the entrepreneur-
ship—that creates the jobs that pay the taxes that 

keeps things going. At the end of the day Government 
is here just to facilitate to make sure and to assist 
those individuals to help to grow the businesses which 
will help to grow the economy. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to note 
that Bermuda has been experiencing a very small 
growth. We have seen a small growth in company 
applications. We have seen a growth in work permit 
applications. And I just want to remind the listening 
audience that for every international business work 
permit [it] creates two to three jobs for Bermudians. 
So it is a good thing. It is a good thing that you are 
creating jobs. And we will are also seeing that plan-
ning applications have been up by 23 per cent this 
past year. So the good news is we are going the right 
direction. 

Do I believe we have bottomed out? I think we 
are pretty close to bottomed out and we are working 
our way back up. For the first time, the GDP has seen 
growth since 2007, which shows there is increased 
confidence in this Government as we have seen 
growth in entrepreneurial business with some small 
growth in new businesses coming to Bermuda. How-
ever, unfortunately, as we said earlier, we had the 
retraction too. At the same time, we are attracting new 
small business. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want to get on 
to some of the revenue that has been placed in front 
of us. We have America’s Cup that we all talk about 
and we all agree across the floor that we all support it 
and it is very important for Bermuda, which is $250 
million. And then we also have the potential develop-
ment of the airport, which is another quote of $250 
million, which adds up to $500 million. That is some-
thing that Government is going to make work and 
make it happen. 

This afternoon, I happened to be down at the 
post office collecting a package. And I had to listen 
. . . there was a radio playing in the back, and one of 
the things that was being discussed and, if I may, it is 
from the Budget Reply from the Honourable Member 
from [constituency] 18, if I can just read it a second in 
regard to hotel development. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What are you reading from, 
sorry? 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: The Reply to the Budget 2015/16. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: “It is in that spirit that we raise a flag 
of caution as we understand the government has ex-
tended a $160 million guarantee to the Ritz Reserve 
development at Morgan’s Point. Mr. Speaker, when 
you go to the bank to get a loan, the banker doesn’t 
ask you for a guarantor if he feels you have the ability 
to repay.” 
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 Well, I beg to differ. Recently . . . and I can 
only speak from my personal experiences and I was 
not going after a nine-digit loan, that is for sure, but it 
was eight digit, and the bank wanted everything. They 
wanted a guarantee to be able to take the business, 
take the inventory, take the property back and then 
they wanted me and my directors to give personal 
guarantees with our own property. 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
An Hon. Member: Did you? 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: No, I did not. 
 
An Hon. Member: Good for you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Glen Smith: No, the point that I am making is that 
he said that that does not normally happen. Well, it 
does in today’s business. It most certainly does. 
 So the one thing that we continue to do is try 
to drive real foreign investment capital into Bermuda. 
And with the development of future hotels coming that 
is investment that is actually into the . . . first of all, 
into the ground, going to be spread out to the commu-
nity in regard to hiring construction workers and hiring 
Bermudians and so forth to work those hotels and so 
forth. It is totally different from somebody walking here 
with a bag of cash and just sticking it in the bank and 
getting interest. Well, they are going to get no interest 
anyway. But the point is that this is investment going 
back into Bermuda that is going to circulate in Ber-
muda. 
 One of the areas that we are obviously look-
ing to do is to be able to attract world branded hotels. 
The way it works today is if you are attracting five-star 
hotels or seven star . . . people that go to those hotels 
want to have the same experience wherever they go. 
Consequently, on the horizon is St. Regis and the 
Ritz. And we are working hard to work with the devel-
opers to make this happen so they can attract those 
brand hotels . . . they will come to Bermuda. 
 One of the things, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
that we have talked about this afternoon is the funding 
of the BTA. And I agree, if we could give an additional 
$20 million or $30 million that would be great. But un-
fortunately we do not. However, what we do have is 
we have the America’s Cup. The America’s Cup is 
going to be the best international exposure— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please continue. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: —the best international exposure 
that anybody can have. So from where I am looking, 

this is a gift that has been coming at the right time in 
order to help us to do that.  

Just imagine you will have NBC Sports here 
full time during that capacity. You will have helicopters 
buzzing around Bermuda and the commercials that 
will be made in Bermuda. I googled today what a Su-
per Bowl commercial cost, and this is bigger than the 
Super Bowl. The America’s Cup . . . a 30 second spot 
costs $4 million and a 60 second [costs] $8 million. 
Well, just image when those ads are running, and I 
am sure there will be commercials that are made in 
Bermuda to support the America’s Cup, support what-
ever sponsor is behind that vessel, will be shown 
worldwide. What more can you ask for? 
 So I agree if we had more money, but you 
know at the time things will come at the right time, so I 
am quite confident in the BTA that this will help them. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we have also seen a 
very small growth in construction, particularly in the 
private sector. We have seen some new homes that 
are going up. We have all seen a fair amount of do-
mestic upgrades. I personally have seen some con-
struction companies coming to my business—once 
again, I am in the car business, and I will declare my 
interest—we are selling commercial vehicles. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Yes, I did. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I hope so. 

And the moral of the story is that business is 
starting to move again. Is it as quickly as we wanted? 
No, it is not. But, in particular the construction indus-
try, they have an ageing fleet, they know, they see it, 
they feel it, the growth of their business is starting to 
happen. 
 We also, as I said earlier, have seen an influx 
of planning applications and we are absolutely confi-
dent that we are able to meet these demands to ex-
pedite these applications within the Government. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, last evening it is my 
understanding that there was a meeting in Sandys 
Parish in regard to the Sandys Parish Council. And 
one of the areas that was reported back to me 
which— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Sandys. 

—was the 11-acre basin fill. I was under the 
[impression] that that was originally done for Amer-
ica’s Cup, but that was not so. My understanding is 
that it was designed and built for the future of mega 
yachts to come in to be totally serviced, which will 
create jobs for Bermudians and also will create these 
mega ships coming to Bermuda for their crew to rent 
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hotels, live in guest houses, and perhaps with this 
new advent of this new growth this might create finally 
Bermuda to become the Monte Carlo of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Well— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, can you speak to the 
Chair, please? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I have been there too. 
 Anyhow Bermuda is moving in the right way. 
Growth investment is evident. However, we still have 
a long way to go. We have a long way. And we have 
made the cut of 3.5 per cent. Yes, we would like to be 
at 5 per cent, but unfortunately it is what it is and that 
is what we are working toward, growing the economy. 
 One thing, Madam Deputy Speaker, which 
draws your attention on page 27 of the Budget State-
ment of the Government, you will notice a graph there 
that is Public Service Employment Costs versus Ber-
muda GDP. Well, one has to wonder who was control-
ling the purse, because if you look at it . . . and we, all 
of us . . . and my friend across the way runs a very 
successful business. Look at the growth . . . sorry, the 
increase of employment costs versus GDP. It was 
clearly exceeding what we were taking in. Well, one 
would have thought, Houston, we have a problem. 
The numbers do not lie. We have had the numbers, 
but nothing was done. And hence that is what we 
have to work with today. 
 The other thing is I did look back a bit at the 
SAGE report and I noticed that from 1998 to 2012 the 
civil service grew to over 1,500 people—1,500—and 
the average cost was $90,000 per employee. So that 
added a payroll cost of an additional $135 million a 
year. Everybody wants to blame the worldwide reces-
sion and that does have some merit to it; however, if 
we are looking at our sums and numbers we would 
have said, You know what? We cannot continue to 
keep hiring when our GDP is slowing down. And the 
graph clearly shows you that is what happened. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Madam Deputy Speaker, when you 
have a shrinking economy like anything and there is 
less demand for services, i.e., less in construction go-
ing forward or planning applications, then you have to 
look at that particular department that might have 
slowed down. Likewise, if there are fewer cars being 
sold then you have to look at alternative arrange-
ments. Expense needs to be reduced. There is no 

doubt about it and we are working every angle to look 
at how we can reduce expense, but once again grow 
the revenues. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, there appears to be 
a misguided perception [that] only the public sector 
has made its sacrifices. The reality is there are some 
3,486 Bermudians that have lost jobs in the private 
sector, not including Bermudians that have already left 
Bermuda and not including the foreign guest workers. 
These people did not have a choice of taking a fur-
lough day. They were given a pink ticket and told, 
We’ll see you later. So to say that the private sector 
has not shared sacrifice—we have. We continue to, 
because we continue to pay the taxes and we have to 
be competitive in order to keep our businesses afloat 
today. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, there is no true gain 
without a degree of pain. And there is no reward with-
out initial sacrifice. In closing, we, the Government, 
were elected on our promise to be the change the Is-
land needs—the change for a better economy, a bet-
ter life for people. The change is now. It will take all of 
us pulling in the same direction. But if we do we will 
get a better tomorrow for all of us. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 13, Devonshire North Central, the Hon-
ourable Glenn A. Blakeney. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, and please excuse the gruff 
voice. I am kind of getting over a bit of a bug. 
 I am going to take just a little bit of a different 
tack and try to bring some perspective with regard to 
the global impact relative to budgets, economies of 
scale, et cetera, and how we got here today from 
where it all started. 
 From my notes and research I am going to 
attribute the intel to several sources, so that I cannot 
be accused of any kind of plagiarism. And these are 
facts. Some of the greatest minds at university levels 
responsible for the allocation of funds to get a return 
on investment, those that are charged with that re-
sponsibility in being accountable to universities. 

For instance (and I am going to tie it all in at 
the end to what is going on here in Bermuda), Oxford 
University lost more than $100 million. Oxford Univer-
sity, of course, is the alma mater of the founder of the 
free market economics, [Adam] Smith. The future is 
going to require people, and people without jobs or 
who have jobs at risk are going to become outraged. 
So what we saw a few weeks ago in the demonstra-
tions by those who are members of the BTUC exercis-
ing their democratic right to express their sentiments 
should be concerning to everyone, not the least of 
which is the Government of the day. 
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The global economy cannot be sustained un-
der the current models. Sixty million people are added 
to the population annually and the planet is fast run-
ning out of sustainable resources. And we are just a 
little spec on the planet. The advantage of a crisis is 
that it provides the reason, as well as the opportunity, 
to re-think everything. And that is where I want to 
commend my Shadow Minister of Finance because he 
has articulated the position of the Opposition. I think 
his Reply to the Budget is second to none. For as long 
as I have been elected, since 2003, it is among the 
best, if not the best Reply to any Budget by an Oppo-
sition. 

The world became addicted to cheap credit to 
fulfil dreams. The new world needs to be designed 
around people, not a strategy that is designed to dis-
card the value of human resources by replacing peo-
ple as an asset with machines. A world with relatively 
few wealthy people and a humungous amount of poor 
people that are getting poorer and growing hungrier 
every day could result in major civil unrest around the 
globe. And we have already witnessed that in various 
places around the world that we would have never 
thought would have reduced themselves to such an 
experience—Greece is an example. 

Urban development without a commitment to 
ensuring food sovereignty and an ability to feed hu-
mankind in wherever the jurisdiction may be is a sure 
recipe for disaster. In the next 20 years (and that is 
where we are looking with a vision, 10 years out, half 
of those 20 years) the demand for meat alone will 
double. And a significant number of fresh water 
sources such as rivers around the world have become 
dangerously polluted already, to say the least about 
the impact of rain water, which we depend on, and 
global climate change. How is that going to affect? We 
see now as an experience, just to the north of us, the 
volatility of weather which has been attributed to the 
global climate change, which a number of scientists 
are very concerned about and have been warning 
everyone on the planet for years now. 

One of the great issues besides global warm-
ing is global migration issues. That goes to the heart 
of the immigration reform that the Honourable Shadow 
Minister spoke to in his response to the Budget. So 
there will be a culture of fear and panic that will result 
in attempts to close borders. We see that now with the 
US grappling with the same immigration concerns and 
other jurisdictions throughout Europe. 

The world is reaching the limit of its re-
sources. I do not think anyone would deny that. The 
challenge is for governments to rebuild public trust, 
and that is the challenge of this Government, which is 
why you hear the coined phrase, This Government 
has a trust deficit with the people it serves. Hence, 
again, the demonstration of over 4,000 people that 
marched over two days to the Cabinet grounds to rep-
resent their distrust and their dissatisfaction and their 
concern. 

In 1933 President Roosevelt faced down the 
banks. However, in today’s world, for example K 
Street in Washington, DC, has an overwhelming 
amount of 41,000 lobbyists domiciled in the Capital 
Beltway. The financial lobbyists have now regrouped 
to be even stronger than they were before and the 
banks and Wall Street as well have taken over without 
much regulation, similar to a financial oligarchy. 
Hence, the global bank scandal of a few years ago. 

For instance, William Black was a key witness 
responsible for successfully representing that it was 
the executive bankers and bank subprime lending 
policies that caused the global economic crash, and 
not the little guys, such as those who received ill-fated 
mortgages. 

Jamie Dimon (JP Morgan Chase) coined the 
phrase, We’re too big to fail and we’re too big to jail. 

Covington & Burling Law Firm, former em-
ployer of Eric Holder, the current US Attorney General 
(who is soon to retire or move on) and Herrick, Fein-
stein’s role in apparent insulation of bankers and 
banks which has resulted in no significant bank ex-
ecutives being prosecuted that were hugely responsi-
ble for causing the global economic crash in 2008. 

Timothy Geithner is complicit on protecting 
culpable bankers and banks. 

Hank Paulson was involved in the appeal, I 
think he went down on bended knee to Nancy Pelosi 
when there was an impasse to beg for the billion dol-
lar-bank bailouts. Negotiating was informal, that re-
sulted in implied immunity for all alleged banking cul-
prits big and small. 

HSBC knowingly facilitated laundering billions 
of dollars by a notorious Mexican cartel responsible 
for hundreds of homicides. As a result of their nefari-
ous involvement, HSBC was fined $1.9 billion in a US 
Federal Court. But no bank executive, ironically, was 
charged or prosecuted for a criminal act. Go figure! 

The LIBOR scandal in the UK involved price 
bidding to control interest rates on $300 trillion. Check 
out the very, very informative documentary Addicted 
to Money, which reports that an in-depth series re-
flecting on how this global decline happened finan-
cially, exposed the reprehensible inside behaviour and 
bid fixing by the world’s largest financial banking insti-
tutions. 

To climb out of the incredible global economic 
challenges the world’s sophisticated civilisations have 
to go back to basic economic principles by adopting 
the process of change right now. That is where we 
have come from to where we are here now. And that 
is the kind of experience and challenge that the banks 
locally have had, at least one in particular that re-
quired a guarantee to help save them, to help save 
jobs. And we have heard of the other major compa-
nies in this country that needed the kind of guarantees 
that would help sustain the viability of them being a 
going concern in this community. 
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Now, we had the first speaker of the day from 
the Government side, Mr. Mark Pettingill— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No names. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The Learned Member. I think 
he is from Warwick North East. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Very good. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: His whole spin was based on 
a theme of What is going on today, should be the fo-
cus. Well, let us have a look at what is going on today.  

From what I understand there is a civil court 
action where there is a $90 million suit that ties in a 
number of individuals in these hallowed Chambers—
trust deficit, transparency. Well, it is all going to be 
revealed in good time. This country has some serious 
issues, but you cannot address issues when there is a 
deficit of trust based on the judgment and decisions 
made, that a Government in question by the people it 
serves—not only by the Opposition, who is responsi-
ble in acting on behalf of its constituents in holding the 
Government accountable.  
 We have had year after year questions asked 
where there has been misrepresentation or exaggera-
tion or selective memory relative to answering those 
questions with truth and fact. So now we are going to 
trust this same Government with handling the econ-
omy who said to us they were going to balance the 
budget, who said to us that we should not be borrow-
ing any money, they would not borrow any money. As 
soon as they came into office the first thing they did 
was say we need to borrow $800 million more.  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: As soon as they came into 
office the first thing they did was say we need to bor-
row $800 million more! 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, please. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I do not believe the 
Government ever said it was not going to borrow any 
money. Given the mess that was left, of course we 
had to borrow money. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Aah!  
 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Okay. So you borrowed the 
money without a vision and as a result you could not 
balance the budget. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And you are going to talk to the 
Chair. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: There you go. So the admis-
sion—guilty as charged. 
 So that Honourable Member from the War-
wick constituency in my humble opinion tried to diplo-
matically (and this is maybe an oxymoron) denigrate 
my Honourable Shadow Minister inferring that his 
youth and lack of experience . . . would you want to 
get on a plane that is a Cessna jet as opposed to an 
Airbus or some nonsense like that. Well, you know 
what? Do you recall, Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
name, the name . . . what is the name? Bill Gates. Do 
you recall the name Mark Zuckerberg? They had vi-
sion. They had vision and they were young. Not just 
them—I use them as examples—because around 
them were some people that were smarter than them, 
and they were part of a group of individuals that had a 
vision. So maybe we can attribute to all of them being 
geniuses. But guess what? They had no experience. 
They had vision. Those companies—Zuckerberg's 
company, Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, the 
subsidiaries, net worth about $40 billion; Bill Gates, 
Microsoft, net worth about $230 billion—from vision 
driven by invention.  
 Well, the vision articulated by our Honourable 
Shadow Minister dealt with all of the concerns in a 
pragmatic and lucid way with projected numbers, with 
graphs to substantiate his arguments, and with a call 
to action with how we would address the challenges. 
That Honourable Member from Warwick pooh-poohed 
the Blue Economy. Why would he do that when he 
knows we have to start from ground zero on any new 
thing?  

If they are going out to Canada for CCC to re-
develop the airport—fundamentally, what is the differ-
ence on sourcing, funding, for exploration of some-
thing that an expert in our own country . . . ? So by 
denigrating the idea you denigrate a person who is a 
Bermudian, who is committed with passion, substanti-
ated backup and evidence that there is a reason, a 
rationale, and an argument to at least start the proc-
ess of openly inviting the world inside 200 miles of our 
pristine waters to explore. It is a process. 

Of course, we would look with the deficit we 
have and the challenge in servicing our debt locally to 
find money through funding institutions to do some 
exploration. We want the people who are best able 
because of their expertise to take on that responsibil-
ity through open invitation, regardless of who it is, if 
they are prepared to underwrite it. What is wrong with 
that? What is wrong with engaging in the conversation 
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now? Now—when we do not have any other natural 
resource that is greater, bigger, with more potential 
than our ocean. None! Save and except our human 
resources—our human capital.  

But for political expediency it seems as if 
those experts that Bermuda has provided, who have 
committed their resources and their intellect, are not 
worthy of even facilitating a conversation or consid-
eration that is serious. As opposed to bra-ha-ha-ing or 
boo-hoo-hoo-ing the gentleman away, why would the 
Government not say, You know what? We are ahead 
of the game. We are already engaged in at least a 
conversational process to see if the school of thought 
is viable. What does he need from us to help get that 
jumpstarted without any financial commitment if pos-
sible (if indeed it is possible)? 

That Honourable gentleman engaged in in-
sulting my young, bright, intelligent, visionary black—
and I will say it—Progressive Labour Party Shadow 
Minister. Why? Why? He could not poke any real 
holes in the arguments. He could not! He could not 
argue with the projected figures. No! He just went af-
ter him to denigrate him, to impugn his integrity with 
regard to what he put in writing for everybody—
schoolchildren, university students, the general public. 
The only thing I regret is that he did not get it done in 
Braille so the blind could read it or in [sign language 
for the deaf], because we would surely get the vote at 
the next general election because it makes sense.  

It makes sense. It is a plan based on a vision 
that is solid. It is solid! Not everything may work, but 
nothing beats a try but a failure. And the common 
sense approach would not be to commit ourselves to 
underwriting any substantial amount of funding. The 
world right now, and for a very long time, has been 
run on debt, which is why the world—not just Ber-
muda—is in debt for trillions of dollars because of 
those who are responsible for making prudent fiscal 
decisions subjecting themselves to a school of 
thought based on greed and greed alone. So much so 
that the first thing they did when they got the govern-
ment bailout in the US was to pay bonuses to em-
ployees that they felt were key with the rationale being 
that if they did not give them the bonuses they stood 
to lose them to other competitors. Can you believe 
that? 

Big is not always better. And we know that to-
day because as the little small fries in the big pool we 
are gobbled up with decisions made outside of this 
country. We see how those decisions impact our 
economy. It is not far-fetched—look at tourism. If peo-
ple who had otherwise been employed up until the 
crash in 2008 were responsible enough to put aside 
and save for a Bermuda vacation or a vacation any-
where in the world, [and then they] lost their job or lost 
their home as a result of not being able to service the 
sub-prime loan—how in the world . . . and why would 
we expect them to jump on a plane and fly to one of 
the most expensive jurisdictions in the world? Why? 

Why would we do that? Why would we expect that? 
So that was an impact on tourism. 

That challenge is still there because as a re-
sult of being forced to look at what would be the best 
options they did not just look at Bermuda. They looked 
all around the world and decided before they took that 
vacation, and will do so continuously to get the best 
deal for the best experience, which is not only on-
shore excursion. You have floating hotels, these 
megaships are all-inclusive hotels, and now some 
competitors to our south have taken the cruise ship 
model and put it on land—an all-inclusive facility, like 
Iberostar.  

Go to Iberostar. You can go as a single, you 
can have this section; you go as a couple, you have 
this section; you go as a family, you have that section. 
They put a wristband on you; you can go wherever in 
the complex you want. You do not have to go outside 
of that gated complex to enjoy your vacation in the 
jurisdiction for anything, save and except a cultural 
experience such as touring the Island, or whatever. 
But outside of that you can see a Broadway play, you 
can get rock, you can get soca, you can get reggae, 
you get beach, you get sun, you get five-star service 
by the indigenous people of the country. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, you look at the 
situation here in Bermuda with regard to tourism and 
you see where there has been a reduction in the 
Budget allocated to the BTA. Well, we heard a 
speaker—I do not know, I think St. George's [constitu-
ency] 2—talk about the jobs that will be created for 
waiters and waitresses as an example. Yes, no doubt. 
No doubt. But do you know what the challenge is for 
me to think positive about that (which I would love to 
do)—is what the manifestation is here and now going 
back to the theme of the Member from Warwick say-
ing, you know, We are just hearing all Opposition PLP 
spin, you know, in what is going on right now today.  

Well, in the hotel industry and the restaurant 
hospitality industry what is going on right now today, 
you very seldom can find a Bermudian server. You do 
not find [Bermudian] people serving you food in our 
hotels and in our restaurants. So why should I be con-
fident that the proprietors of those establishments are 
going to have a 360 degree turn with a commitment to 
Bermuda through Bermudianisation?  
 Now, if I am the guy that is responsible in Im-
migration . . . right now the stop-gap measure would 
be to put a moratorium on anyone coming in for hospi-
tality save and except for a serious, major exception. 
You then go into the Immigration policy as a spinoff 
from there because the guest worker has to come by 
way of being permitted to work in this jurisdiction. 
Well, one of the things that concern me about Immi-
gration is the fast-tracking of PRCs to status. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bermuda, do you know what this really means? It 
has nothing at all to do with human rights because the 
last I checked every guest worker in this country came 
from somewhere else with a passport that said that is 
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where they were a citizen. The only advantage [to 
that] is a right to buy any property without a cap, and 
to vote.  

So Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda, if the 700, 600 or 
however many eligible applicants as a result of a 
sleeping clause in law apply—however many it is, let 
us use a small number. Do not make me faint up here 
by talking about 7,000 of them. You know? I said 
around 700, 600 or whatever. It is about 60 or so that 
have already been successful, and congratulations to 
them. They have not done anything wrong. But the 
intent of what the Progressive Labour Party did was 
not to open up the floodgates to allow PRCs to be-
come status-Bermudians. That was not—and the 
Government acknowledged that.  

But they went down a very curious slope of 
justifying it by saying, Oh, this is human rights. This is 
a human . . . so you know the old adage comes to 
mind, No good deed goes unpunished. So do you 
know what this could mean if we get a huge number 
of PRCs with status en bloc? That up here in this 
House of Assembly we could have a significant num-
ber of people who have been in this country for just 20 
or 25 years sitting in our seats making decisions for 
our people. That is what the consequence, potentially, 
is! That is what we are concerned about and people in 
this country are concerned about. That is one of the 
most important concerns in this country for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

This is not something that is light. It is about 
political expediency to maintain and sustain the power 
that they now enjoy by a very slim margin, which they 
kind of throw out the window that it was not . . . you 
know, it is some major mandate. No major mandate. 
Very slim margins—4 votes here, 10 votes there, 18 
votes there, 15 votes there—decided on who was go-
ing to be the Government. A very slim margin—a two-
seat majority. Now they are rushing these policies 
through as a politically expedient strategy to maintain 
the Government. That is what the PRC to status is 
really all about.  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  
 The Honourable Member is [imputing] im-
proper motives. He is wrong and he should retract 
those statements. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Improper motives have been 
[imputed] on himself with the policies. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Revoking contracts! 

An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I recognise you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Going back on promises, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. What happened to the refer-
endum? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please just focus on the Chair. 
 Members! Members! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Term limits! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait! Please have a seat.  
 Thank you. We will continue the rest of the 
debate without the sidebars, please, because I would 
like to hear— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: How much time do I have 
left, Madam Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Two minutes and 28 seconds.  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: See, the truth hurts. Truth 
hurts. That is the problem. That is the problem. There 
was no vision from the Government of the day that 
has taken us even— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member. We are go-
ing to focus on the Budget.  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: This is the Budget. I am talk-
ing about vision. Has not everything been said about 
vision? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Is this not our Budget Reply? 
A Reply to the Budget 2015/16? Vision 2025? Talking 
about vision and there has been a lack of vision ar-
ticulated by the Government and any of their Mem-
bers that has been substantive to the degree that has 
made me or the people of this country sit up and think, 
Wow, it is not just about austerity. Right now there is 
an optimism with regard to the America's Cup—a 
great thing—optimism by the Government, and hope-
fully the country, that there will be a hotel develop-
ment that happens soon. But that is projection right 
now. It is not reality yet.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: There is nothing wrong with 
that, but that is not out in the long term. That is what 
we have lacked for a very long time with regard to our 
budgets—long-term planning—that has been some-
thing that people can really buy into and get their teeth 
around.  

The Honourable Shadow Minister had done a 
magnificent job where the just basic, average Ber-
mudian could understand what he was talking about, 
what he was getting to, what the vision entailed, how 
we would do it, things that we could consider without 
dismissing out of hand, and them inferring that he is 
too inexperienced and too young. When last year at 
this time the Minister—the Minister of Finance—after 
the Honourable Shadow finished his Budget Reply he 
walked across the floor, shook his hand and congratu-
lated him. Well, this Reply was at least five times bet-
ter, Honourable Member Burt, than last year and he 
did not walk across the floor this time. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: He did not walk across the 
floor. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: So thank you very much. I 
understand my time is up. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency number . . . I am trying to figure out 
where. Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency . . . I guess it is not on this particular 
sheet. Your constituency? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Hamilton South, [con-
stituency] 7. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Hamilton South. You have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we have had, once 
again, a very interesting debate on the Budget. It has 
been the usual cut and thrust from the Government 
benches and the Opposition benches. But it continues 
to seem to me, Madam Deputy Speaker, that the Op-
position continues to try and distance itself from their 
previous record. They would just love for the Govern-
ment to not look back. But we have to look back, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, because the situation that 
we find ourselves in as a Government and as a coun-
try is based on the mismanagement of the prior Gov-
ernment. There is nothing that they can say or nothing 
that they can do to intimidate this side about [not] 
speaking about it.  

So in the 30 minutes that I have, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I am going to refer to the Opposi-
tion's Reply to the Budget. I am going to try and stick 
to the Budget Debate. The previous Member who 
spoke was all over the landscape, but I am going to 
try to stick to the Budget because that is what we are 
here to discuss this evening. I am going to refer to 
page 3 of the Opposition's Reply to the Budget, and I 
will quote it. It says: "We cannot move Bermuda for-
ward unless we stop attacking those who disagree 
with us as uninformed, disloyal, or not having Ber-
muda’s best interest at heart." A very, very interesting 
quote, Madam Deputy Speaker. Early on today the 
Honourable Member from Hamilton West quoted Mi-
chael Jackson, stating that there is a song, a very 
popular song, by Michael Jackson, saying, They do 
not care about us. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I have an issue with 
that because the Opposition seems to believe that 
they are the only ones who care about Bermuda, they 
are the only ones that care about Bermudians, like 
they have a copyright on caring, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. And I want to state unequivocally that is 
nonsense. We love Bermuda as much, or even more 
so, than the Opposition. We work hard every day to 
undo the damage that was done by the prior Govern-
ment. And I did not want to go there tonight, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, but I have to.  

Each of us pays a price in our family lives, in 
our relationships with people, because we have to 
make very difficult decisions, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
that we know are going to cause pain to some. Some 
of those who will be hurt are friends, relatives, people 
that we see in the community. I hear from them every 
day, Madam Deputy Speaker. I walk the streets of 
Hamilton. I go to the football games. I socialise with 
people up and down the length and breadth of this 
country and they talk to me, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
and they share their thoughts and concerns with me. I 
know they share their thoughts and concerns with 
other Members on this bench, so I am not going to 
accept that the Opposition lays some claim to caring 
about Bermudians, because I do and we do over here. 
So for that Honourable Member from Hamilton West . 
. . maybe he should listen to another Michael Jackson 
song if he is such a big fan, called "The Man in the 
Mirror" or, perhaps, "Beat It." 
 On page 30 of the Opposition's Reply to the 
Budget there is another quote and it says: "The fallacy 
of the constant political back and forth is that this is 
the PLP’s mess and the OBA is cleaning it up. No, Mr. 
Speaker, it is Bermuda’s mess, and we both played a 
part getting us here and we both have a part to play in 
fixing the problems that affect us all!"  
 Interesting, Madam Deputy Speaker. Interest-
ing because it clearly shows a failure (once again) of 
the Opposition to acknowledge accountability. As I 
was sitting here this afternoon and this evening listen-
ing to what was coming from the other side of this 
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House, another analogy came to me, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. Two years ago I gave my first major speech. 
It was about a movie called Thelma and Louise. It 
would go down in infamy. But it resonated with the 
people of Bermuda. I think this analogy is going to 
resonate also, Madam Deputy Speaker. I kind of al-
luded to it two years ago but I am going to allude to it 
again.  

The House of Bermuda is on fire. The house 
of Bermuda is in the process of burning. It was not set 
on fire by accident. It was set on fire by carelessness, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. And now the firemen have 
been summoned and they are rolling up to the house 
that is on fire and they are jumping off the fire truck 
with a sense of urgency to put out this fire, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Those who set the fire are throwing 
rocks at the firemen and fighting the firemen. I will let 
that speak for itself. We know who set the house on 
fire and we know who the firemen are. So simmer on 
that.  
 Also on page 30 of the Opposition Reply to 
the Budget there is a specific reference to me. A few 
lines were taken from an op-ed piece that I wrote—
that I wrote—taken out of context, and the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke West Central took offence to 
it. Madam Deputy Speaker, may I suggest that that 
Honourable Member from Pembroke West Central 
grow a thicker skin or put some armour on, because 
politics is a body contact sport. And if he has a prob-
lem with anything I write or say, then that is on him.  

I, too, am a father of two Bermudian girls and 
the only reason that I stand here today as an elected 
MP is because I was concerned about the future of 
this country under the previous Government—the di-
rection it was going in, Madam Deputy Speaker. I, too, 
want my daughters to live in a Bermuda that they feel 
proud of and can afford to live in and can feel safe in 
and can buy a home in and can start a business in, if 
they choose to do so.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, back in 2010 I saw 
that vision—the Opposition wants to talk about vi-
sion—I saw that vision being destroyed by the Gov-
ernment of the day. So for them to sit there and talk all 
this political rhetoric—I am not standing for it, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Everyone has been very nice in this 
House today but I am not standing for it. Let the chips 
fall where they may.  
 Also, on page 4 of the Opposition Reply to the 
Budget, there is a statement that says (and it is refer-
ring in the first person to the Honourable Member from 
Pembroke West Central), "I will remind Members and 
the people of Bermuda where we have come from. 
. . ." Well, I am going to do that, too, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  
 First of all, I would like to congratulate the 
Minister of Finance for this 2015 Budget. It was a 
pragmatic budget, realistic, and it was compassionate. 
It was compassionate. I have gotten to know the Min-
ister of Finance quite well over the last two years, and 

I know he is a man who cares. I will stake my reputa-
tion on it. We have a very difficult situation in Bermuda 
with our finances and he had a number of options 
available to him. He ran straight down the middle, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, and he did not have to. So I 
give all kudos to our Finance Minister for his Budget, 
and the people that I have heard from, who have 
talked to me, have said it was a good budget consid-
ering what we are up against.  

The majority of Bermudians get it. The major-
ity of right-thinking Bermudians understand the pre-
dicament that we are in. They support this Govern-
ment. Not everybody is going to be happy. That is the 
nature of politics. But I believe that they trust this 
Government to get us out of the mess, the hole that 
we have been digging out of for the last two years. 
Now we are finally at level ground just like construc-
tion. Now we are getting ready to come up out of the 
ground. Bermudians will see the results this year and 
next year, guaranteed. 
 I am going to do a brief reflection now of how 
Bermuda arrived at this juncture. We inherited an 
economy in free fall. Thousands were unemployed. 
There was an exodus of Bermudians and expatriates, 
workers and residents out of this country. The previ-
ous Government had gotten into a cycle of spending 
deficits which led to increased debt. Investor confi-
dence was at an all-time low. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, they do not want to hear this because it is an 
inconvenient truth, but it is the truth. The truth is an 
offence but not a sin. 

For example, numbers do not lie—people lie, 
numbers do not lie, Madam Deputy Speaker. In 2008, 
the public debt was at $277 million. In 2010, the public 
debt had leaped to $759 million. In 2012— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member.  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Minister is mis-
leading the House. Can he please quote the correct 
2009 net debt figures and not the incorrect ones? 
Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: If that Honourable 
Member was listening closely, he would notice that I 
did not quote 2009 numbers. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I went from 2008 to 
2010, 2012 debt was at $1.4 billion. That Honourable 
Member needs to listen. That is why he has two ears 
and one mouth, Madam Deputy Speaker. In 2014, the 
debt stood at $1.9 billion. 
 Let us look at some more inconvenient truth 
numbers, Madam Deputy Speaker. Between 2004 
and 2013 the prior Government increased government 
revenue from $706 million to $867 million—an in-
crease of 23 per cent. They like to put that number 
out. We increased revenues. Things were percolating 
under our administration. Yes, but let us look at some 
more numbers. Numbers do not lie.  

Between 2004 and 2013, the same period, the 
prior Government increased government expenditures 
from $721 million, listen to this, to $1.2 billion—a 
77 per cent increase! Numbers do not lie. People lie. 
Between 2004 and 2013 the prior Government in-
creased the budget deficit. And this is an amazing 
number. It does not even look real but it is. Numbers 
do not lie. They increased the budget deficit by 
2,620 per cent, from $15 million to $408 million. That 
is an accomplishment in itself, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. Those are the numbers.  
 This Government has a multi-year recovery 
plan. We put it in effect as soon as we became Gov-
ernment to grow the economy and return government 
finances to a sustainable position. I heard an interpo-
lation say, How is that working? It has been hard. It 
has been difficult. It has been painful. Why? Because 
the house is on fire! They have not learned the lesson 
obviously, Madam Deputy Speaker. They have not 
learned the lesson. I hope the public is listening be-
cause if you do not learn the lesson—if they ever be-
came Government again, they would do the same 
thing again, Madam Deputy Speaker. They will do it 
again! 
 
An Hon. Member: Absolutely! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: And Bermuda will be in 
serious, serious trouble, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
They have not learned the lesson.  

The objective of this Government is to bal-
ance the budget within three years. And I have every 
confidence that our Minister of Finance will do it. In 
our Government Budget Statement it states [that] if we 
fail to properly address the causes of our financial 
problems the results are predictable and dire. It is 
mathematics! Numbers do not lie, and unless we fix 
this problem somebody else is going to fix it for us. 
And guess what? They are not going to care about 
who your daddy is or what football club you support or 
where you go to high school. They are just going to 
[say], Where is my money?  

It happened to an island to our south. I hope 
people who are listening look it up for themselves. Do 

not believe me, look it up for yourselves. Barbados in 
March (next month) will fire 3,000 public sector work-
ers—3,000—and freeze wages because their debt 
burden has soared. That is where Bermuda is headed 
unless we do something about our current situation. I 
will give you the names of some other countries that 
have been through a similar scenario.  

We do not want to go there. We either take 
the medicine ourselves or someone will be forcing the 
medicine down our throats with a tube. The IMF said 
to Barbados—the IMF, the International Monetary 
Fund—Where is my money? They said, Urgent ad-
justments are needed. Barbados ratio of debt to GDP 
had reached 94 per cent. As a comparison, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, on March the 31st of this year Ber-
muda's debt to GDP ratio will be 36 per cent. The 
people say, Oh, we have a long way to go—
36 per cent to 94 per cent. No, we do not. Unless we 
reduce the deficit and lower the interest payments on 
our debt we will be in that nuclear scorched-earth 
scenario that Barbados found itself in. And I hope all 
those people who were marching at the 4,000-man 
march understand that.  

We are trying to help you. The furlough day 
was to help you—regardless of what they say over on 
that side. The furlough day was preventing govern-
ment workers from losing their jobs. That is the incon-
venient truth. Play politics with it as you will. It was 
meant to—and it was—saving government jobs. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: This Government in 
2013 set up debt-related rules appropriate for an 
economy the size of Bermuda's. The number one rule: 
Keep public debt at such levels that the net debt/GDP 
ratio will not exceed 38 per cent. We are at 
36 per cent. That is a good rule and we are going to 
follow it.  
 Let us get back to Barbados. Their financial 
problems are known across the Caribbean. There 
have been eight debt defaults in the Caribbean since 
2003—six countries, Jamaica, Belize, Grenada, Do-
minica, and St. Kitts and Nevis. A lot of us are de-
scendants from people in St. Kitts and Nevis. Jamaica 
is a feel good story because we all know that Jamaica 
for years and years was under the thumb of the IMF—
for years and years. They were in serious financial 
problem. That could be Bermuda. But Jamaica has 
now trimmed the public sector to an affordable size 
and is now running a budget surplus of 7 per cent. 
Jamaica is doing better than Bermuda! That is a credit 
to the people of Jamaica. They made some very diffi-
cult decisions, even though they were forced to. And 
we will be too, unless we get our house in order.  
 How much time do I have left, Madam Deputy 
Speaker?  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Nine minutes. 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay, great.  
 I want to tell the people of Bermuda that hope 
is on the horizon. The cavalry is coming. Jobs are 
coming. Investment is here. It is not a pipe dream. It is 
here. Over the next three years a total of $930 million 
will be injected into our economy, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. And once again I will read out the projects 
that have been approved by Government, and I have 
confidence that they will happen, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, even though Members on that side say they 
hope it happens, but I do not think they really hope it 
happens, Madam Deputy Speaker, because if it does, 
it makes their job that much more difficult to get back 
the Government. That is the inconvenient truth. That 
is what this rhetoric is all about. I understand politics. I 
am a quick study. But Bermuda is more important 
than them getting back in power, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

We have the St. Regis Hotel development in 
St. George's. We have Morgan's Point. We have the 
Hamilton Princess. We have the old Sonesta Beach 
Hotel project, Pink Beach in my constituency, Hamil-
ton South, is going to build a hotel. It is going to em-
ploy people from the community. I am pleased about 
that, Madam Deputy Speaker. I make no apologies. I 
am pleased to see that crane down on that property, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. Ariel Sands, Michael Doug-
las—oh, my goodness! His family is here. Do you 
think he is not going to want to invest in Bermuda with 
the America's Cup coming? Of course he is, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

And guess what, Madam Deputy Speaker? 
We are going to build a new airport. Let me slow 
down. I am excited and I am talking too fast—my 
words are running into one another. We are going to 
build a new airport. Why? Because we need a new 
airport. Every time a hurricane comes, the airport 
floods, the ceiling tiles come down. The airport is be-
ing held together with chewing gum and elastic bands. 
The people there tell you it is an unsafe environ-
ment—probably mould everywhere. I am embar-
rassed when I come back to Bermuda from when I 
travel and I see so-called Third World countries with 
airports that put ours to shame, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  

We are a First World . . . we need a new air-
port, and anybody who sits there and tries to make a 
case against it—they need to wake up. First way to 
make your dreams come true is wake up!  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am angry. I am not 
going to make any bones about it, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I am angry. 
 
An Hon. Member: You are not angry. 
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am very angry. Yes, I 
am, because we have a job to do and there are con-
stant headwinds from the Opposition. It is politics pure 
and simple. Poli-tricks pure and simple! 

This investment in Bermuda is direct inward 
investment that my Finance Minister has been talking 
about for years. And it is happening—much to the 
chagrin of the other side. Bermuda, through the hard 
work of our Ministers and economic development, and 
Grant Gibbons going out there and his team and sell-
ing Bermuda to the world (sorry, the Honourable 
Member, the Honourable Minister) . . . Bermuda has a 
reputation of again being a business friendly, investor 
friendly environment, whereas for years people did not 
want to come and invest in Bermuda. It was too diffi-
cult; there was too much red tape. I will not even say 
the other stuff they were saying. But now they are 
beating a path to our shores. 

There is evidence of growth in the economy. I 
will just read some quick statistics because I do not 
have much time. In 2014, planning applications re-
ceived were 563, up 23 per cent over 2013. People 
are spending their money to renovate their homes 
now. Why? Because they have confidence. I am one 
of those people. Make no bones about it. America's 
Cup is coming. I want to get some of that money, and 
I suggest that everybody else in here who is listening 
who wants to renovate their house do it now because 
the contractors are going to be busy.  

In 2014 building permits granted were 877, up 
25 per cent over 2013. There was an HSBC business 
survey done in November and December 2014—prior 
to the America's Cup announcement—and respon-
dents said there was daylight at the end of the tunnel. 
Finally! International business registered here is in-
creasing. Half of the respondents believe the econ-
omy was in better shape than in 2013. More than half 
felt the economy was moving in a more positive direc-
tion and that the loss of several thousand expats has 
had a negative impact on the economy.  
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I have heard a 
lot of stuff here this evening. I tried to make notes but I 
cannot speak to it all. But I want the Bermuda people 
listening, the silent majority—I repeat, the silent major-
ity who support us . . . I get stopped by people who 
come up to me and whisper in my ear, Hey, you guys 
are doing a good job. Keep up the good work. Do not 
listen to what they are saying. It shocks me some-
times the people who stop me and tell me stuff. So I 
know we are moving the country in the right direction 
and we will be successful, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
 
[Desk thumping] 
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The Deputy Speaker: The Chair now recognises the 
Opposition Leader from constituency 26, the Honour-
able Marc A. R. Bean. 
 You have the floor. 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  
 I thought I would depart from our normal 
process and come a little higher in the batting order, 
at least to give relief to the listening public, at least to 
tune everyone back in to this Budget or general eco-
nomic debate. One thing the listening public could be 
forgiven for is asking the question, Are we getting 
value for money from our Backbenchers in the One 
Bermuda Alliance? But listening to the contributions 
so far I felt it necessary to rise to my feet to elevate 
the discourse once again, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam [Deputy Speaker], I 
would like to first congratulate my right hand and 
Deputy Leader, the Shadow Minister of Finance, the 
Honourable David Burt, for presenting a clear, com-
prehensive and concise economic vision and analy-
sis—a key component of our cultural and economic 
vision for the next 10 years, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
The difference today, though, is that everyone now is 
listening. So yes, within this Reply is a repetition of 
key points that we have made for the last two years.  

What that shows, what it reveals, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is that we are consistent and our 
ideas are based on a solid foundation. Our ideas do 
not change from one year to the next. And until the 
One Bermuda Alliance desires to humble themselves 
and listen, we will continue to repeat it until we have 
an opportunity to implement it ourselves, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 See, the reason why everyone is listening at 
this point instead of listening in the previous Budget 
Replies or Throne Speech Replies is because they 
were hoodwinked into having a false sense of hope by 
the One Bermuda Alliance. But the trust in this current 
Government has eroded, Madam Deputy Speaker. It 
has eroded. It has almost disappeared. We even 
heard some Members opposite admit to that fact, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. So now the people have 
sought a new way and they are seeking a new source 
of hope, and through our contributions ably led by our 
Shadow Minister of Finance, and soon to be Minister 
of Finance, the Progressive Labour Party has taken 
the steps and we have delivered.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the stark reality is 
that the One Bermuda Alliance policies have not 
proven to be a success. Their economic policy is cen-
tred around, in the main, haphazard immigration rules, 
and the maintenance of the status quo has not 
worked. In fact, has anyone noticed that our deficit 
has increased under this current One Bermuda Alli-

ance Government? Because I know that no one on 
that side has referred to the obvious. That is what the 
facts and the figures show, Madam [Deputy Speaker].  

Beyond that, let us add in their high degree of 
dishonesty in their analysis of our current situation. 
That dishonesty has encouraged them to (1) blame 
the PLP for their personal woes and poor decision-
making and, as such, (2) attempt to recreate the con-
ditions that existed between 2007 and 2008, the 
height of essentially banking led expansion of credit 
and debt. Such conditions, Madam Deputy [Speaker] 
led to malinvestment.  

Do we understand what malinvestment is? 
Malinvestment—bad investment, poor decision-
making. Those are the conditions. As a result, in the 
following years of malinvestment you will have the 
inevitable market correction. It has to come. But yet 
this correction will always be painful. This correction 
naturally ushered in a new norm. So the OBAs at-
tempts to alter the business cycle has not met, and 
will not meet, and will not re-inflate, the real estate 
market. It will not re-inflate the real estate market no 
matter how many attempts Minister Fahy and others 
have tried, or any other market, or individual or institu-
tion who find themselves overleveraged and indebted. 
Nothing the OBA has tried to do to recreate those 
times will prove to be effective. You cannot counteract 
the business cycle, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, our local economy 
has grown weaker. And, contrary to the media mouth-
pieces and academia around the world (even in Ber-
muda), the global economy, and in particular the 
United States of America, has not shown any recov-
ery—any. Madam [Deputy Speaker], to think that 
there is a recovery is an illusion. It is an illusion and 
the data proves it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The data does not prove it? I 
could easily let you know what the data is, Madam 
Premier—oops, Madam Deputy Speaker. I am actu-
ally referring to the Premier because he was saying, 
Huh?  

Well, let me give you some quick stats. [There 
are] 50 million Americans below poverty; 47 million on 
food stamps; the Baltic Dry Index [BDI] is at the lowest 
record ever (and this is the index that records dry 
goods ordered by manufacturers globally), and you 
look at the US manufacturing and you will see a 
slump. Job creation in the sector has turned negative 
in the past three months and the pace of recovery in 
manufacturing is less than one-third as fast as the 
overall employment so-called recovery. 
 Now, Madam [Deputy Speaker], I am referring 
to a brother, who I am grateful for, on Bernews who 
provided this information in referring the fallacies that 
Minister Richards and the One Bermuda Alliance have 
been trying to sell to the people of this country. Their 
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analysis is false. It is false. The hard, cold facts show 
that there is no recovery in the United States of Amer-
ica, and I will touch a little later on as to why there is 
no recovery. Let us see who has the intellectual ca-
pacity in this House—this side or that side, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam [Deputy Speaker], our debt service 
cost has increased under the One Bermuda Alliance 
Government. Our debt as a whole has increased un-
der the One Bermuda Alliance Government. But do 
you know what, Madam Deputy [Speaker]? Good 
thing my Shadow Minister of Finance raised this issue 
because it was conspicuous by its absence in the 
Budget proper last week, and that is that the Minister 
of Finance took this $800 million bet. The Minister of 
Finance decided not even to touch the fact that his bet 
was a losing bet. But when he took that bet . . . re-
member the narrative? This is Bob with the crystal 
ball, this is the great economic thinker and, obviously, 
everyone just took it hook, line and sinker. But he has 
not had the gumption to stand up in this Honourable 
House today and explain why his bet failed. Do you 
know why, Madam [Deputy Speaker]? Because he 
has no explanation for why it failed.  

I will yield to the Minister of Finance if he will 
please give us an explanation as to why his bet failed. 
But he cannot. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Fi-
nance Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I made no bet. He is mis-
leading the House. I made no bet, first of all, and it 
has not failed, second of all. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Opposition Leader.  
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: One thing when you make a 
choice and you are not sure of what you are doing . . . 
because you cannot forecast the future. It is a gamble 
or a bet. I do not care how you dress it up. And on the 
day that you made that bet we made it clear that it 
was a bet. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, it 
was a gamble and it failed, but I am still wondering. 
Someone on that side please explain why it failed. If 
you are so sure about your economic capacity, ex-

plain why it failed. Explain why interest rates have not 
risen.  

Ah, silence. That is what I thought. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Fi-
nance Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Any time that Honourable 
Member challenges me I will meet the challenge. 

Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The $800 million was not 
a bet and it was not a bet on interest rates. 
 
An Hon. Member: Repetition. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It was not a bet on inter-
est rates. That is not repetitious.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. The Chair 
recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I love when a batsman swings 
with their head up in the air. It is so easy to bowl them 
out.  
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Minister said 
that he did not make a bet on borrowing for three 
years ahead because he was not making a bet on 
interest rates. But the whole essence of borrowing 
three years ahead was to assure that we could lock in 
borrowing at a lower rate because he had expecta-
tions that interest rates would rise! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. Point of 
order! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is in the Hansard! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. It is always a shame when people 
who do not know what they talking about—  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah! Ah! One moment, please! 
 The Chair recognises the Finance Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. 

It is always a shame when people who have a 
very shallow knowledge of a subject try to make 
themselves an expert. 
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 There are many reasons why we took the 
course of action and I explained them to this Honour-
able House. So when the Honourable Member says 
that the only reason we took the money for that period 
of time was to make a bet on interest rates and to 
make a bet that interest rates would rise is patently 
untrue and uninformed as well. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: For as much as the Honour-
able Minister likes to go in a condescending mode and 
make it seem like no one knows economics except 
him, he still has not answered my question as to why 
interest rates have not risen! Which was the premise 
of my statement. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You can. You can. It would 
take — 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, Members! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —more than that to explain 
yourselves. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy [Speaker], let 
me explain. Let me explain since we have not gotten 
the explanation from the economic guru. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam [Deputy Speaker], 
interest rates continue to fall because of bond specu-
lation. Bond speculators front-run the Federal Reserve 
and other central banks when they are dealing with 
the well-publicised, open market operations. As a re-
sult of front-running the Federal Reserve . . . what 
these bonds speculators do is they buy the bonds 
early and resell them to the Fed at a higher price. As a 
result, you have a perpetual cycle of rising bond 
prices which, Minister of Finance, rising bond prices 
equates to falling interest rates.  

We have had a 30-year bull market in bonds, 
since 1971. So while the Fed has been trying to slow 
the inflation they have put themselves and even the 
ECB [European Central Bank] in Europe in a defla-
tionary spiral because— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 

The Chair recognises the Finance Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I cannot let this Honour-
able Member mislead this House or the people of 
Bermuda. To say that bonds have been in a bull mar-
ket since the 1970s is ridiculous. It is ridiculous—after 
the oil sharks and the inflation that we had during that 
period. You need to study this thing a bit more, Hon-
ourable Member!  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am glad he mentioned oil 
sharks and other issues like that because they all are, 
in fact, of the same very core problem that I will touch 
on in the end of my speech—at the tail end of my 
speech I will explain that, too. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean:  But I am sure the Minister— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members! 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —will not be able to relate to 
what I am saying because he is stuck on John May-
nard Keynes philosophy, which is not even economic.  

Take that to the bank! I could explain but it is 
not from Keynesianism. Keynesians cannot under-
stand why we find ourselves stuck in a deflationary 
cycle—why interest rates continue to fall, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Why capital is being destroyed. 
Where is the Keynesian answer to that? Why can the 
Minister of Finance not explain why his bet for rising 
interest rates did not come true? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member that is be-
cause you are talking to the Chair— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am talking to the Chair. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —and not to the Honourable— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But sometimes I have to dis-
pel this myth because people who call themselves 
economists get caught up in their own shadow and 
their own mirror. They think that they can sit around 
the table and they can play an economist like they are 
a physicist—like this is a physical science. But eco-
nomics is about human action and it is a fool who 
thinks in his own heart that he can plan the activities 
and actions of human beings 

And that is why the Honourable Member can-
not offer a viable explanation as to his poor decision-
making. And I have come here today to let him know 
that the emperor wears no clothes.  
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam [Deputy Speaker], 
another issue that we find is that there is a lack of an 
influx of capital into this country. I wonder why. The 
PLP is not the Government. So why has there not 
been a change? Has not Minister Fahy put in policies 
to bring in foreign capital? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member from another place. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, Member from another 
place. 

Has he not done it all? And it is still not work-
ing! It still has not borne fruit, Madam [Deputy 
Speaker]. Do you know why? People report to us, 
business people, because we converse with them. 
There is an issue. There is a stumbling block within 
the OBA Government. Let me explain what that stum-
bling block is—and this is not my word, this is some-
thing that has been passed on to us.  

When you come as international money want-
ing to invest in a country like Bermuda, and you come 
and sit at the table with the One Bermuda Alliance, 
inevitably, you do not come into contact with free mar-
ket capitalists. You come into contact with old 
money—oligarchical money, money that says, If you 
are not willing to partner with me, you are certainly not 
going to come into this country and compete against 
me. No one is more typical of that old money and that 
attitude than the current Minister of Economic Devel-
opment.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you are going to re-
frain . . . oh, sorry, the Chair recognises the Premier. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. I will not sit here and listen to the 
Honourable Member imputing improper motives of 
Members of the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Correct, correct.  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He needs to retract that 
statement and get back to facts, not fiction. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Member? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The fact is that Dr. Gibbons is 
not (the Honourable Member, sorry—the Honourable 
Minister) . . . he is not old, old money. He is not old, 
old money. I will give credit where it is due. The Gib-
bons' developed their wealth. They are not one of the 

Triminghams or the others, as we call the old, old 
money. But it is old enough.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is old enough. Right? And 
let me remind this Honourable House and this country 
about the Honourable Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, wait a minute. Please, 
have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 22. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: We were treated to a 
sermon from the Honourable Member on that side, 
from Mr. Burt, about making this personal. All we have 
heard out of that Honourable Member since he got up 
is making it personal. This is hypocrisy at its best. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are going to move 
back to the Budget Statement. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader, 
thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is not personal. This is 
reality because the Hansard will note that when the 
Progressive Labour Party Government brought legis-
lation to even debate the 60/40 rule . . . do you know 
who was the most vociferous opponent to the 60/40 
rule three or four years ago when we brought it in this 
Honourable House? The Hansard reveals. Who was 
the most vociferous opponent towards the 60/40 rule? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah! Wait a minute, please. The 
Chair recognises the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 You have the floor. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. I was an opponent 
of that particular legislation, which the Honourable 
Member would know was grossly flawed and still is, in 
terms of trying to deal with the 60/40. There are still 
issues with that amendment from the Opposition. The 
Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert, will be aware of 
that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I know, I recall the protection-
ist attitude that emanated during that debate. That is 
what I recall.  
 So that could be an issue, that there is an ap-
pearance of an open free market economy laid out by 
open free market leaders in politics. There is no one 
over on that side that advocates or adheres to the free 
market. They adhere to corporatism, which is that vile 
combination of political power with corporate power. 
Correct, Honourable Minister? That is what corpora-
tism is, right? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you are talking to the 
Chair. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is what the OBA repre-
sents. So when people and foreign capital come to 
Bermuda they get smacked right in the face. Reality 
hits home. One thing about international money, you 
have no respect of persons.  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well, thank you.  

Take a seat, please. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 

The Honourable Member is so badly mislead-
ing the House it is unbelievable. We have done more 
to bring in foreign investment in the last couple of 
years than in their entire 14 years. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Op-
position Leader.  

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If that was the case they 
would not be hanging their hat on the America's Cup 
and they would not put in their Budget Statement a 
stimulus of about four or five projects that do not even 
have a start date yet—if that was the case of an influx 
of foreign capital. So actions do not match up with 
their words, and the people can see it. That is why 
there is a trust deficit, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 So commentators, like Mr. Larry Burchall, 
have done an excellent job in articulating our current 
position in terms of the raw facts. While I disagree 
with his conclusions, he cannot deny that Mr. Burchall 
has presented the reality for all of us to see. I would 
like to extend my gratitude for the work that he does in 
that regard. 
 Madam Deputy [Speaker], what is disappoint-
ing though is that in the midst of all that I have just 
explained the Honourable Minister of Finance last 
week raised taxes and cut spending. Now, we are 
talking about economic policy here. He raised taxes 
and cut spending. Does not the European example or 
experience tell us that that is a form of austerity that 
has social and not economic ramifications? It never 
works. Let me make it clear— 
 
An Hon. Member: It worked for the UK. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It did not work for the UK, 
Honourable Minister. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, I call 
it fiscal waterboarding. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh! Oh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is the term I used last 
week. A fiscal waterboarding, a political term, is strong 
deep-cutting austerity. That is what it means. It is not 
a term that I created. It is something that circulates 
within the discourse of Greece and their bailout or 
their resistance to the European powers or the ECB.  

Let me make it clear, if people do not even 
understand it and they do not understand it yet. I, 
Marc Bean, as Leader of the PLP, my philosophical 
position, my ideal, my personal economic philosophy 
is based around the concept of a smaller government, 
less taxes and less regulations, which (in the greater 
scheme of things) is a true engine of growth in any 
economy. But we have the Minister of Finance raising 
taxes. And, trust me, I know that the business com-
munity are shaking their heads. If we would have 
done the same, as we did in the past, we know what 
would have happened. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Let me explain something real 
quick, and let me just get to crux of the matter of an 
issue that we are facing in this country, when speak-
ing about smaller government. I would love to reduce 
the size of government. But do you know what? Re-
ducing the size of government means reducing or af-
fecting human beings. That is a problem.  

There is an attitude in this country, in the main 
represented by those who support the One Bermuda 
Alliance. It is a vile attitude that, on one hand, says 
that the civil service has to be cut. You people are 
lazy and you are good for nothing and you need to 
leave the civil service. We should not pay our taxes 
for your lazy selves. But in the next breath— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Fi-
nance Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I challenge him directly to 
show that anybody on this side of the House said that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: He attributed those re-
marks to this Government. I would like him to put up! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, first of all— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Take it back! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members! Members! Both 
have a seat, please, just for a quick second. 
 I cannot have two people standing. So when I 
recognise one, would the other please sit? Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I was referring to supporters, 
if he was listening, and I am sure you heard it, 
[Madam] Deputy [Speaker]. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Look at the attitude! One 
moment they are saying you need to cut the civil ser-
vice but then through immigration policies, blogs, and 
statements by supporters of the One Bermuda Alli-
ance you hear another narrative that says, You lazy 
people in the civil service who we are tired of paying 

for your jobs, you are also not invited to enter into our 
private sector. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Those are the two messages 
that are coming from the One Bermuda Alliance. We 
will cut your Government jobs and, Oh, by the way, 
you are not invited over here. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Have a seat, 
please. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House again. Neither of 
those two messages is coming from the One Bermuda 
Alliance. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not even going—the 
people know. The people feel it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The people feel it.  
 Now, that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Listen, that is a problem. That 
is a problem. We desire a smaller government. I know 
that government workers and civil servants are not 
wedded to the idea that they have to work for the state 
or the government. If they could work and get produc-
tivity-based pay in the private sector, if they are mak-
ing $100,000 in government and they had an opportu-
nity according to their productivity to make $120,000 
or $100,000 in the private sector, they will go. They 
will leave.  

But who do you people think you are? Telling 
them that they need to come out of government and in 
the same token saying that we need foreigners in our 
private sector and we do not like Bermudians and you 
do not work hard and you are lazy and every other vile 
narrative that you are putting and imposing on the 
people of this country. What type of stability are you 
expecting out of this society, Madam Deputy 
[Speaker]? So I suggest people's attitudes change. If 
you want government to be made smaller, then be 
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more inviting to those who are capable and qualified 
in the public service so they can ensure that they have 
prosperity and their families are able to raise their 
standard of living. It is an attitude problem, and some 
will say that it is racist. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Some will say it is paternalis-
tic. Some will say it is classist. But it is an attitude that 
is like a stone around our proverbial necks, and it 
must change. There is nothing we can do in this . . . 
Well, there is something they can do. But there is 
nothing we can do. So OBA, talk to your people. Get 
them to change their attitudes. It is as easy as . . . it is 
easier . . . It is easier than difficult.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is that the best way? Right. 

So open up the private sector. But you know 
what? That is like wishing for Jesus to come tomor-
row, because attitudes are very entrenched in this 
country.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I do not expect them to 
change. But see that is why, Madam [Deputy 
Speaker], we have put emphasis on educational work-
force development. That is a distinction between a 
plan presented by my Shadow Minister and the plan 
presented by the Minister of Finance. We expect to 
see Bermudians at the centre of our 10-year plan of 
economic growth. Not at the periphery. Not at the ta-
ble. Not at the bottom of the table looking for trickle 
down and crumbs. We expect Bermudians, civil ser-
vants, white, black, [and] those in the private sector to 
have the opportunity to have ownership.  

Do you know where that opportunity is going 
to come from, because of that pervasive attitude that 
exists in this country? It is going to come through di-
versification of our economy. Do you know what I 
have learned because of that same attitude? [It] is that 
when we become Government we are probably going 
to have to make legislation that has specified service 
providers on the schedule to ensure that certain com-
panies . . . really, they do not deserve the opportunity 
to eat from that table of diversification. Do you know 
why? Because for two or three years, for petty politics, 
you have not raised your voices and said, Hey, that is 
a good idea. Now— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Have a seat, 
please. 
 The Chair recognises the Finance Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. A few minutes ago he was 
singing the praises of free market economy and now 
one or ten seconds ago he wants us to choose who 
participates in our recovery. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: He is clearly contradicting 
himself and trying to mislead the Bermudian public. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: All right. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Make no mistake— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Make no mistake— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: One moment, please, again, 
from the side galleries. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Make no mistake. That is 
Government intervention. That is me bending far from 
my ideal. But how do you deal with these attitudes 
that exist from their side? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: How do you deal with it?  

So that is the distinction. It is not just about 
Bermuda getting economic growth. It is about Ber-
mudians getting economic growth. And that is the dif-
ference between us and the OBA.  

Trust me, trust me, Madam [Deputy Speaker], 
the Blue Economy, the Green Economy and what I 
will say now, the Silver Economy. That is a term. The 
economy based around the ICT sector—information 
communication technology. That sector represents a 
tremendous growth force. Not just online gaming, not 
just mobile app development, but also the mobile 
money service business.  

When you combine those four or five areas of 
diversification, conservatively, it may produce $2 bil-
lion added to our GDP. It may produce $200 million in 
taxes and 4,000 jobs—2,000 local and 2,000 foreign 
to this economy. Who in this House would turn those 
numbers down? Nobody.  
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An Hon. Member: Pure speculation! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Of course it is speculation. 
Just like the Minister of Finance speculated on the 
$800 million. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ah! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So we also need new mar-
kets.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Time is up. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam [Deputy 
Speaker]. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair now recognises the 
Member from constituency. . .  
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: [Constituency] 28. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [Constituency] 28, from War-
wick West, Mr. Jefferson C. Sousa. 
 You have the floor. But before you start, I 
would like to hear silence—that means hear nothing. 
Thank you. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good evening, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, Members of Parliament, and those who may 
be in the listening audience. 
 After listening and reading the Budget several 
times there is no doubt in my mind that the One Ber-
muda Alliance Government is doing exactly what we 
were elected to do—restore prosperity and hope to 
the people of Bermuda. 
 It has thrown me off. I mean, I did enjoy much 
of what the Opposition Leader had to say in the Reply. 
But the first paragraph, his introduction, threw me right 
off. I know I do not live in another Bermuda, because I 
would challenge anybody in this House that I am out 
about this country, whether it is at football games, so-
cial events, as much as anybody in this House, and I 
am not hearing these same things. People do have 
hope for what the One Bermuda Alliance has put in 
place. I do agree that there are those amongst us that 
are hearing of all the positives that are taking place 
and are not actually seeing it. But I can assure them 
that very soon they will be both seeing the positives 
taking place at the same time—and more impor-
tantly—feeling it.  
 I would like to just . . . it was in the Budget, but 
here are some true reasons why I say that things are 
starting to move forward and that people do have 

hope, Madam Deputy Speaker. If you refer to the 
Budget on page 2: 

• Jumps in retail sales, planning applications, 
building permits and new construction starts—
and, of course, I know these things because I 
have been in the landscaping and the garden 
centre trade for over 30 years now; 

• New international and local company forma-
tions, with the first rise in work permits since 
2008; and 

• Unprecedented investor interest in hotel con-
struction and the America’s Cup, which to-
gether promises a massive boost to the econ-
omy. 

 
 Again, I know this first-hand. So to say or to 
allude that we do not care is absolute rubbish. At this 
time, right now, as a person who has been an entre-
preneur for the last 30 years, I am telling young Ber-
mudians there has never been a time in our history 
better than now for them to jump in and get involved. 
But it is about getting involved—not sitting on the side-
lines waiting for somebody to pull you forward. Move 
yourself forward.  
 Some further examples, again, as a man that 
is out there amongst the people, for the people. Just 
recently I spoke to a young lady who was working in 
one of the supermarkets and she had a master's de-
gree but she was doing something. She said, Mr. 
Sousa, I am so happy. I got that job that I wanted at 
Hamilton Princess. Again, there we are seeing growth. 
Since Christmas I have hired six young men. I am 
happy to say—they are all awesome! Young Ber-
mudians and I am not going to go as far as to say they 
were black Bermudians, but I will. 
 
An Hon. Member: Why? 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Because that is what you guys do—
talk race. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order— 
 
[General uproar] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait, wait. Member, have a 
seat, please. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Madam, Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait! Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 
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Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: That Member is misleading 
the House. He says all we want to do is talk about 
race and then at the same time he seeks to be dele-
gitimise any authentic conversation about race. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: It is insulting! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 28. 
 Thank you. Please proceed, Member.  
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Of course, with these young men one got a 
preferred job in international business (I was very 
supportive of him.) Another young man had gotten to 
his three-month evaluation and he was awesome. Of 
course, I was going to give him a wage increase but 
he got another job. This is unprecedented!  

In the last five years things have been horrible 
where if you had a job you would not even dream 
about switching jobs, where now people are actually 
being able to pick and choose. These are examples—
these are raw examples of what is happening. 
 There is certainly a renewed confidence 
throughout our Island, no doubt about it. In the last 
two years we have done many things to help grow our 
hospitality industry and this—because obviously this 
Government is not looking at putting all our eggs in 
one basket—international business has been carrying 
us for the last couple of years. All of us know that. 
Soon there will be many jobs in the hospitality industry 
with—and actually they have [already] started with 
Hamilton Princess as I just gave an example—so we 
have Hamilton Princess, the Ritz-Carlton, plus Ariel 
Sands, Pink Beach and then of course the hotel in St. 
George's. To be honest, the only hotel that the Oppo-
sition can talk about is the one when they went down 
for St. Catherine's and had the party, and then they 
watched the old hotel down there blow up. That is the 
only one they can talk about.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: In regard to all the jobs that will be 
coming forward to our people, in my role as the 
Chairman of the National Training Board, we have 
been working on this extensively. Actually, on Sunday 
morning between nine and twelve, we are having a 
focus group and we are going to put a lot of this into 
Part 2 of the National Training Plan. Again, I will take 
this opportunity to encourage all of Bermuda to read 
Part 1 of Bermuda's National Training Plan. 
 We talk about jobs. I mentioned the different 
hotels that are going to come on track and then we 
have the airport. Constantly, I have heard, sitting here 
in the Backbench, from the Opposition that we need to 

be creative. We need to be more creative. Why are 
you not thinking outside the box? Well, here is a case 
where we thought outside the box, and then we are 
condemned for thinking outside the box! I mean, it is 
just unreal. And of course the people of Bermuda see 
through this. Again, we heard those on that side they 
said, Well, this person told me—again, there is no-
body on that side that is more grass root or is around 
the people of this country more than the brother that is 
talking right now. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Straight up—challenge anybody. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Yes. Yes. You need to get around 
and talk to some people. 
 On our two-track strategy which we did to 
stimulate the economy on one hand, but at the same 
time reduce the government spending. Any business 
has to do this to be successful. The Government 
needs to do it. You cannot carry on like drunken sail-
ors.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, there is no doubt in 
my mind that the stimulus to our economy in the next 
five years of close to $1 billion—when our GDP [gross 
domestic product] is almost $5 billion—is massive as 
it represents 20 per cent. To be honest, you would 
have to go back to the building of the American bases 
to recall a time that is as positive as it is right now. 
That is what you have to go back to. I will say it again. 
You will have to go back to a time of when the Ameri-
can bases were built in Bermuda to recall a time that 
would be from now and the next couple years. So, 
again, I would encourage my fellow Bermudians to get 
in and get involved.  
 Many are questioning whether this growth is 
real as we as a people have heard promises before. 
We are confident they are real, very real. Our Ber-
muda is about to rise up like the Phoenix. I believe 
this with all my heart. The hosting of the America's 
Cup is huge. This is an opportunity to reset the button, 
in particular with our Bermuda hospitality brand.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am a white Ber-
mudian that will be 55 years old next month. I have 
never been in a sailboat in my life because I am into 
football, cricket and many other sports. But I do— 
 
An Hon. Member: Can you swim? 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: I can swim, thank you. 

But I do realise the importance, the signifi-
cance of this huge sporting event. In actual fact, it is 
the largest sporting event ever to be held in Bermuda 
in our 400-year history. Huge!  

This stimulus will impact Bermudians from all 
walks of life. Already people throughout the world are 
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talking about Bermuda, interested in Bermuda, and 
looking to invest in Bermuda. Just today at lunchtime I 
met with a very wealthy Canadian that I have known 
for many years. She is in Bermuda at the moment with 
her husband and they are actually looking at investing 
in Bermuda—looking at renting a home initially and 
[then] buying a home. They were at one of the Islands 
south of us but as she told me just today, you know, 
we have a real nice culture here, a nice way of doing 
things, you know, the civility and so on, And obviously 
they are very impressed with the America's Cup and 
all the awesome things that are about to take place in 
Bermuda. These are very wealthy Canadians. 
 In the last two years our Government, the One 
Bermuda Alliance Government, has changed the 
reputation of Bermuda from being unfriendly to inves-
tors to being an investor-friendly environment where 
global businesses feel confident, very comfortable, 
investing in Bermuda again.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, here are some addi-
tional indicators that the economy is growing and that 
Bermuda is certainly back on track. And of course 
planning applications are a good indicator. In 2014, 
563 planning applications were received versus [458] 
in 2013. This is an increase of 23 per cent. And again 
(declaring my interests) I am a contractor, so obvi-
ously I know the contractors on the Island. I know 
what is going on in this sector and there is great hope. 
People are being hired. People are competing for em-
ployees. Likewise, building permits have increased 25 
per cent. These are great indicators of growth on our 
Island. 
 This is something that some people might go 
Aw at, but it does help stimulate the Island. The stan-
dard number of work permits processed in 2014 by 
the Department of Immigration was 11,321 versus 
10,825 in 2013. While only an increase of 
4.5 per cent, it was significantly the first increase in 
work permits since 2008—a positive indicator of busi-
ness confidence. Of course, these are not Bermudian 
jobs but we all know that these non-Bermudians, 
these guest workers, they rent our apartments, they 
hire our taxis, they hire our services so they obviously 
benefit Bermuda.  

Thankfully for all of us this is starting to re-
verse—the exodus that we saw taking place between 
2008 and 2013 which has put us in the caca-poo-poo 
that we are in right now. And, yes, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we must have balance. This is a key word—
we must have balance. Obviously, on this side, the 
One Bermuda Alliance, we look at this all the time. We 
are caring Bermudians. We are fathers, grandfathers, 
you know, we have family here. It was alluded to that 
it is otherwise. It is absolutely crazy.  
 I just want to close by saying that . . . Well, 
actually I have two things I want to say before I close. 
This Government is doing a clean-up job that makes 
the BP oil spill in the Gulf look like a summer pool with 
too much algae in it. Madam Deputy Speaker, I have 

known the Minister of Finance for over 30 years. He is 
a fine man, a very proud Bermudian, and I know he 
takes his role very seriously. I can assure the people 
of Bermuda that he and the team are looking to put 
Bermuda back on track and do what is best for Ber-
muda. 
 Thank you very much. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE DEPUTY 
SPEAKER 

 
HOUSE VISITOR 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Before the Chair recognises the next speaker, 
I would like the House to recognise that we have 
Patrice Minors sitting the Gallery. Thank you for join-
ing us this evening.  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Continuation of debate on the Budget Statement] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 34, Ms. Kim N. Wilson, Shadow Minister 
of Health from Sandys South Central. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the other day my 
daughter reminded me that this was around the time 
when I would be coming home late at night, et cetera, 
because of our Budget Debate. My son started asking 
questions about what exactly is the budget. So I 
turned to Wikipedia, and if I can quote from Wikipedia, 
it stated that “[A] [personal] budget is a finance plan 
that allocates future personal income towards ex-
penses, savings, and debt repayment.”  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I try (like perhaps 
many other persons that are listening, as well as in 
the Chamber this evening) to get my children involved 
in our budgeting, our family budgeting. It helps them 
obviously to understand the importance of saving 
money and where finances go. It helps them to under-
stand the expenses that we have to pay from month to 
month and to remind them that money simply does 
not grow on trees. So when we go through these ex-
ercises with my children, my husband and I speak 
about what our income is and we talk about our ex-
penses such as BELCO and food bills, mortgages, 
tithes, savings, extracurricular, and et cetera.  

However, we also have to be realistic with our 
children and we indicate to them that there are some 
occasions where we will have a deficit and that there 
will be some months where we may have to cut cor-
ners or cut areas that are not of necessity—scale 
back, so to speak. However, we, as the Simmons 
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family, recognise that when we do our budgeting that 
this whole budgeting process defines who we are as a 
family. It sets out what our goals are for financial 
planning; it sets out our goals insofar as financial ob-
jectives. And it also sets out our goals with respect to 
what are our priorities as a family. 
 Applying this same type of argument to the 
Government's Budget of 2015 I submit, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, that the Budget of 2015 does speak a lot 
to what the Government's priorities are with respect to 
our country. 
 Now, I will not stand to those. There is no 
doubt in my mind that the majority of us that are sitting 
on both sides of the aisle are genuinely committed to 
serving Bermuda, vis-à-vis putting together a budget 
that meets various objectives and so forth. I am cer-
tain of that. However, I think that (as one person once 
said the devil is always in the details) the difference is, 
with respect to the Budget that is presented here by 
the Government and the Reply that was spoken to 
today concerning the Vision [2025], pales in compari-
son with respect to meeting the day-to-day needs of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda. 
 One of the speakers that spoke earlier indi-
cated that there have been submissions being made 
by the Opposition that we are the only party that cares 
for everyday Bermudians, and so forth. And those 
submissions are right insofar as you must review 
those submissions with what my grandmother used to 
always say, Actions speak louder than words.  
 With that, I think that I would like to just spend 
my few moments looking at some of the proposals 
that were outlined in the Government's Budget State-
ment and the alternative proposals that were outlined 
in the Progressive Labour Party's Statement so that 
you can see clearly that the Statement and the alter-
native proposals and views of the Opposition, in addi-
tion to having a vision also have a vision for Mr. and 
Mrs. Bermuda.  
 Quite frankly, I can only speak for the con-
stituents that I represent—the majority of my constitu-
ency base is normal hard-working Bermudian families 
that are suffering from these economic times. 
 Now, Madam Deputy [Speaker], it truly sad-
dens me as I go on the canvassing trail when I see 
such a significant level of unemployment. We have 
heard already [that] the Labour Force Survey of 2014 
indicated that we have had the highest unemployment 
levels in time at 9 per cent. We have the highest 
mortgage foreclosures that we have ever seen and 
that is a frightening fact when you are speaking and 
canvassing to individuals who because of the econ-
omy, or having one person losing their job, et cetera, 
that they have fallen behind in mortgage arrears and 
therefore their houses are being foreclosed. 
 We have unprecedented hardship. We are in 
a time of unprecedented despair. I personally . . . and 
the vision that has been laid out in the PLP's [2025] 
vision in the Reply providing alternatives to the Budget 

of the Government, I think reflects the concerns that 
are raised by Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda. Most of the peo-
ple that I canvass are saying, What does this Budget 
mean to me? What is in it for me? And those are very 
normal questions. And a lot of the discussion, the dia-
logue that took place today during this debate or last 
week when the Budget was read, and on the blogs 
and so forth . . . you know, it is a lot of information 
and, you know, there is a lot of banter back and forth.  

But most people just want to know what does 
this mean to me. Break it down to me in dollars and 
cents. And that is what I am going to try to do in the 
next few moments so that there can be a comparison. 
I am speaking to what is written and what is docu-
mented because not everybody is going to have an 
opportunity to download this document or to collect a 
copy.  
 But many of the people, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that I speak to are asking for the hope. They 
are hopeless and they want to see something for them 
and they want to feel that they are being considered 
and their needs are being met and considered when 
we drive this bus forward insofar as what are we doing 
to improve our economy and ready the ship. 
 Now, the vision outlined by the Government in 
their Budget actually shows, quite frankly, that they 
are not in touch with the day-to-day working people of 
Bermuda. When I look at the comparison . . . let us 
look first at some of the issues concerning diversifica-
tion of the economy. Now, we all recognise, and one 
of the Members that just spoke before me indicated 
and confirmed as well that, you know, Bermuda is a 
two-pillar economy. We have tourism and we have 
international business. Anybody that invests in some 
stocks would often be advised by their financial advi-
sor, You have to diversify your portfolio. Do not put all 
your eggs into one basket. Do not put all of your 
money in stocks or markets or equity. Just diversify. 
Spread it out a little bit. And likewise, that is an impor-
tant element I think we need to look at as a country 
going forward as it relates specifically to the diversifi-
cation of our economy.  

The Government's proposal in their Budget 
indicates that the way that they plan to diversify the 
economy is by growing the tourism sector. Well, we all 
know that tourism is one of our pillars of the economy, 
but reluctantly and regrettably the tourism sector we 
recognise is struggling. Notwithstanding the fact that 
the persons that have been hired by the BTA I am 
certain are going to do their level best to try to im-
prove our numbers and the visitor arrivals and so 
forth. But let us face it, Bermuda is competing with a 
number of other jurisdictions. And no doubt Cuba is 
getting ready to open up as we see, and all other ju-
risdictions to the south . . . regrettably, it is a lot more 
inexpensive to go there and they have a lot to offer 
and et cetera.  

I appreciate that Bermuda does offer a differ-
ent tourism experience; however, the reality is that we 
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are competing with a lot of different countries, like the 
Dominican Republic. 
 So the reality is that tourism is struggling. And 
I am disappointed to see the lack of vision that is of-
fered by the Government in saying that the way that 
they promote diversification of our economy is by 
growing the tourism side. Well, I think that is not going 
to get us quite there. On the other hand, we know that 
the IB [international business] sector is also one of our 
pillars but we know that we are being challenged by 
the United Kingdom and the United States and 
FATCA (Foreign Account Tax and Compliance Act) 
and FATF (Financial Action Task Force) and all of 
these other international organisations and regulators. 
They are trying to squeeze in on the IB and put in 
more regulations and restrictions that may affect that 
particular pillar as well.  
 So we need to look at other ways to grow our 
economy. One of the visions . . . there were a number 
of visions and I will not repeat them all, but there were 
a number of alternatives that were read in the Reply to 
the Budget that speak to how we can diversify our 
economy. Creating a Bermuda fund, establishing a 
technology incubator, investing in civil infrastructure 
which would obviously encourage job growth and the 
like, but in particular I want to spend a few moments 
on the Blue Economy.  
 There is no small secret that Bermuda is ob-
viously surrounded by ocean, and the ocean is one of 
our most valued natural resources and that natural 
resource can be mined for minerals, salts, manga-
nese—all kinds of things—copper, iron and the like, 
and that there are some reports that have estimated 
that Bermuda could generate almost $10 million an-
nually by just living more off of our Blue Economy. In 
addition, it can create (by one report) almost 200 jobs. 
I would certainly hope that the Government would 
consider diversifying our economy and using what we 
already have which is out there in the ocean.  
 Madam Deputy [Speaker], the other issue I 
want to speak about briefly is with respect to the Gov-
ernment's plans concerning income and raising in-
come versus the alternative plans that have been pro-
posed by the Progressive Labour Party (which ours 
are listed on page 26). You will note, and the alterna-
tive plans indicate creating a Bermuda fund and we 
have heard a lot about that already today so I will not 
belabour the point, but that it would be obviously an 
investment tool and the fund would be able to run for 
specific purposes and generating positive returns 
whilst it is investing. So that is certainly a way in which 
we can generate revenues. We have also spoken 
about the establishment of a technology incubator as 
well as more importantly the issue concerning the 
crown dependencies . . . sorry— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. So those are just alternative 
views that have been offered for consideration with 
respect to growing our economy.  
 But then when you look at the Budget State-
ment of the Government their plans of growing the 
economy—I have spoken a little bit already about the 
minimal (I might submit) diversification with respect to 
the tourism sector, but then they go on to speak about 
investment—inward direct investment creating a 
stimulus.  
 A lot has been spoken about the hotel devel-
opment and I (like everybody else here) hope that we 
will get a hotel development in Bermuda because we 
recognise the benefits that will befall all of us if we 
have hotel development. But there is so much talk 
about it. I know from personal experience where we 
have had hoped that hotels would develop, and they 
did not move to fruition—an expression of interest 
does not a hotel make. So we have all this talk about 
it but we are putting all our chips into this hoping and 
praying that we are going to have a hotel. I am not 
sure that that is enough. 
  I already said enough a couple of weeks ago 
when we debated the America's Cup Bill, and I know 
that the Government is putting a lot of stock in that 
and it is seen by many as that is going to be our cash 
cow and I certainly hope it is. I truly do. However, as I 
have said previously, and I will reiterate this because I 
think it is a very important point. I am hopeful that the 
rewards and the concessions and the financial gains 
that people can get from the America's Cup are—that 
those opportunities are provided to all people and not 
just a few people.  
 Madam Deputy [Speaker], we have already 
spoken about how the Government (I am continuing 
on with respect to the revenue aspect) has indicated 
in their Budget, which is quite scary, I must add . . . 
and I will acknowledge that I am not an economist but 
I know a little bit about economics and I remember in 
Econ 101 that the circumstances where you cut 
spending and raise taxes is a recipe for disaster, and 
that is what is being proposed. I know Mr. and Mrs. 
Bermuda are saying, What does that mean to me? 
We are going to be cutting spending but we are going 
to raise taxes.  

Well, I will tell you Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda, it 
means payroll taxes are going to be increased, land 
taxes on commercials buildings are being increased, 
fuel duty is going to increase. And I think I heard today 
that BELCO said, Well, your bill is going to go up at 
least $8 a month. Departure tax . . . and some people 
laughed and thought, Okay, it is not a lot, but you 
know that represents a 70 per cent [increase] in de-
parture tax. So that is something that Mr. and Mrs. 
Bermuda are going to feel.  

And the scary part, the part that concerns me 
almost the most is this financial assistance cap or cut 
of $5 million when we have already seen that we are 
in the highest unemployment situation that Bermuda 
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has ever seen and we are now cutting or putting a cap 
on financial assistance by cutting it by $5 million. It is 
very frightening because what will happen is when 
Bermudians are continuing to be laid off and employ-
ment opportunities are not created and they are not 
able to get financial assistance, then what happens is 
it will just continue to feed that hopelessness and that 
worthlessness and that despair that we are seeing on 
the doorsteps. 
 On the other hand, we have the incentives 
that I have spoken to you also about on page 26, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, concerning what the Opposi-
tion proposes with respect to the incentives to in-
crease Government revenues—not through taxation 
but through buildings of infrastructure, the Blue Econ-
omy that I spoke about, technology incubator, and so 
forth. So there are alternatives that are listed in our 
Budget that will allow for us to generate revenues 
without having to cut spending and more importantly, 
or equally important, without having to raise taxes. 
 How many minutes do I have? Ten minutes, 
okay. 

In closing, I just wanted to speak a little bit 
about two of the issues that were highlighted in our 
Throne Speech Reply that are of particular interest 
and importance to me. And one is with respect to, at 
page 29, a fairer and more equitable Bermuda. I think 
that is imperative.  

I have spoken already, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, about the level of hopelessness and help-
lessness and despair that many people are finding 
and feeling. When we have students that are coming 
home educated and deciding to go overseas to other 
jurisdictions because they can get employment there 
or they think they can have a better life or better op-
portunity getting a piece of the rock (so to speak)—
and housing—that is a very sad state of affairs. That 
is very sad.  

When you have that level of despair in the 
educated population, you can imagine how that is 
multiplied by persons that may not necessarily have 
had the benefits of education and they are feeling 
desperate and despair because they are not able to 
find any type of adequate employment.  

So when you take all that in comparison and 
then you put it together and mix it into the pot where 
we have this unequitable distribution of wealth and 
this unequitable distribution as it relates to income—
that is a perfect storm, and I am glad that there is an 
alternative that is being offered and I hope and pray 
that the Government would at least consider this be-
cause we are at a very, very precarious situation right 
now and we are about to bubble over.  

I think that all of the social scientists and the 
economists at the IMF, the International Monetary 
Fund, have studied the effects involving income ine-
quality and they recognise that the effects can be 
devastating on the social fabric of a community. We 
are already in a very, very precarious situation. So I 

hope that the Government would consider looking at a 
fairer and equitable Bermuda and addressing the is-
sue concerning inequality with respect to pay. 
 The final thing that I want to speak about 
really quickly as the Shadow Minister of Health is 
some of the proposals that are outlined in the Budget 
Statement with respect to reforming health care. We 
all know . . . when I talk about my budget with my fam-
ily, I show them how much insurance costs and so 
forth. And that is one of perhaps the most expensive 
items that people have to fork out every month. When 
we are looking at the expenses, if we are able to re-
duce the cost of health care, then that would obviously 
leave a savings so I have a little bit of extra money in 
my pocketbook and then I can go out and splurge on 
some other items so I am generating more money into 
the economy. 

So likewise two of the key issues that I want 
to just highlight really quickly is the issue . . . and I 
have said it before and I am going to continue to say it 
until somebody listens and then perhaps does some-
thing about it—increasing the competition in the local 
insurance market. We all know that competition drives 
down prices. If we allow some of these other insur-
ance companies to come into Bermuda and operate 
(health insurance companies) to operate in Bermuda, 
then it is going to be competitive and therefore we will 
not be paying these outrageous costs as it relates to 
insurance.  

Likewise, the issue concerning insurance 
companies being required to cover and pay for alter-
native forms of medical treatment. We all know that 
there are all kinds of types of traditional Chinese 
medicine, homeopathic medicines. There was a really 
good article last week about yoga and the benefits for 
stress, and I myself just started yoga about eight 
weeks ago and I cannot believe it took me 52 years to 
be introduced to yoga. I can see the benefits. 

 I think that when we have an opportunity to 
have insurance companies be required to honour al-
ternative remedies and to pay for those then—not only 
have we seen in other jurisdictions, particularly in the 
United States, these types of alternative medical ser-
vices cost less but they are more effective. So that 
would have to . . . that has to be a recipe for reducing 
the cost of medical care and medical treatment.  

So I would invite the Government to perhaps 
consider those two avenues as well so that we can 
reduce one of the highest expenses that it is in the 
OECD with respect to medical costs and we (all of us) 
are paying that every month if we are fortunate to 
have insurance and that expense is very, very costly. 
 So in closing, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
thank you for allowing me a few moments to partici-
pate in this debate. I think that the alternatives that 
have been offered in the Vision [2025] are very clear 
and concise and they show a vision that has clear al-
ternatives, alternatives that are inclusive in that they 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 27 February 2015 903 
 
meet the needs of all—businesses as well as Mr. and 
Mrs. Bermuda. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 Thank you. The Chair now recognises the 
Member from constituency 20, Pembroke South West, 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I apologise. I stand here today to say that I am 
sorry. I am sorry that I did not throw myself in front of 
the bulldozers when the previous Government pushed 
around sand and threw around grass seed and spent 
tens of millions of dollars on a project that had abso-
lutely nothing to do with feeding the children or caring 
for the elderly, and what we have had to deal with now 
is to help to fix the problems that were caused by the 
previous Government. 
 Every time I consider and drive by projects 
that have had no direct or even indirect revenue or 
contribution to the care of this Island, I think each one 
of those blades of grass is a dollar bill and not one of 
us can spend that to feed our children or to care for 
our seniors. I sit and I think even if there were 1,000 
people that would walk on that grass, even if there 
were 1,500 people that would walk on that grass or 
use that space that still leaves well over 62,000 peo-
ple on this Island that will have no benefit to what cost 
$20-odd million or more of used Government money, 
the peoples' money, for something that they will never 
get a benefit from. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please have a seat. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: [Constituency] 18. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [Constituency] 18. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker, is the 
Honourable Member talking about matters that are 
before a parliamentary committee? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member? 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Until this Opposition is able 
to acknowledge the projects that they have worked 
on, the money that has been spent that has not been 
directly related to any of the social cares of this Island, 
then there is no way that that group of people will be 

able to move on. So it is up to the present Govern-
ment to make the difficult decisions and get this coun-
try back on track. 

There was an opportunity for the previous 
Government with a surplus of funds to consider pro-
jects that would have brought much revenue to this 
Island. There were no hotels, no convention centres, 
nothing that even had the potential to bring in the 
revenue to help this country to continue to grow in its 
economy. I have to commend the Minister of Finance 
and his team. They have had to make some serious, 
serious decisions about how to move this country for-
ward and how to balance the budget. It has been a 
bitter pill that we have all had to swallow, and I believe 
that the Minister of Finance has found compassionate 
ways in which he can find ways to earn the revenue 
that we need. 
 Fortunately, we are in an environment where 
there have been some reductions in resources and so 
we are able to provide some form of revenue genera-
tion without having to incur severe penalties on people 
in Bermuda. The global eyes are on us. Rating agen-
cies are looking at us. They are ready to pounce and 
downgrade us. They feel that they do not have the 
confidence that we will be able to continue to be re-
sponsible with our expenditures. We have competition 
out there. Other jurisdictions want to do business the 
way we have. They are poising themselves to take on 
other companies that would otherwise come to Ber-
muda, and we have to work very hard now to see 
what we can do to maintain that competition, that 
competitive edge. So we have to continue to do what 
is necessary to bring in that direct revenue and con-
tinue to build up the Island. 
 I am going to go back to one of the other, I 
guess, pet peeves that I have, and that is things like 
the investments that were created without much con-
sideration to how to assist and increase the welfare of 
people in Bermuda. For many years I rode around on 
the ferry and I think about all the millions of dollars 
that are invested in the ferries year in and year out—
the costs of bringing those ferries to Bermuda.  

When I look around the ferry I see that, again, 
there are at best (let us say) 500 people—let us boost 
it up to 1,000—regular commuters on the ferries and 
yet we are spending millions of dollars on this trans-
portation and it is only benefitting maybe 1,500 peo-
ple. And, again, we have like 65,000 people who are 
getting absolutely no benefit from it. I just wish that 
there had been some better choices made in the past 
when we had a surplus that would have allowed for 
the people in Bermuda to have more of a benefit for 
social programmes, children would have had more 
resources in schools and, again, our seniors would 
have been better cared for.  
 It reminds me a little about a regular family 
and the way that we all have to budget and there are 
times when we may spend money on luxury items, but 
when we do those sorts of things we have to realise 
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that there is going to be a sacrifice. I am not sure that 
the people of Bermuda were—I want to say that 
maybe we were almost blindsided by the luxuries that 
the previous Government invested in, and now we 
have to pay the price. We have all these luxury— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, I just wonder if the Honour-
able Member, my MP, could clarify what luxuries Gov-
ernment invested in. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Member? 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Well, music festivals where 
we were paying substantial amounts of money for en-
tertainers to come to Bermuda for one or two days 
and, again, only a few people on the Island were even 
allowed in. You know, we have revamped golf courses 
where—I understand it is a playground for past Minis-
ters who would go out there and play comps on the 
house. So, yes, we have luxury items out there for 
sure and it certainly is providing no benefit to the gen-
eral population of Bermuda. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it was not that long 
ago—but well over a decade—when we were consid-
ered one of the highest-ranking affluent countries in 
the world. We are not anymore because the money 
has been spent, and spent on things where we cannot 
say that we have made investments that have be-
come lucrative. So now the One Bermuda Alliance 
Government is placed in the most difficult position of 
having to sort out all of the mess that we are in and 
get ourselves back on track.  

I commend this Government for having nego-
tiations and getting into partnerships with companies 
and projects that will provide us with some revenue 
generation. I am very proud of what is going on at the 
Hamilton Princess, Ariel Sands, Pink Beach, Morgan's 
Point, and on and on it goes—the America's Cup. So 
we are making responsible decisions. These are not 
going to be edifices to ourselves and our grandeur 
which is certainly that we could attribute to some of 
the things that have been going on or some of the in-
vestments made by the Opposition in the past, and we 
are going to make good decisions, decisions where 
people will have an opportunity for employment, 
where there will be revenue generation for a sustain-
able period of time and it will allow us to get ourselves 
back up on our feet again.  
 

In closing, Madam Deputy Speaker, I have a 
vision, too. We all have a vision and that is wonderful, 
and we can think about all the wonderful things that 
we would love for Bermuda. I would love to see every 

one of our children graduating from school, going on 
to wonderful things, exploring their creativity, being 
productive members of society. I would like to see 
those that are at retirement age being able to enjoy 
their golden years with good health, with family and 
support all around them, where all of their cares are 
taken care of. That would be my vision. But unfortu-
nately, we have to live in the now right now. We have 
to face a reality of hardship. And this Government is 
going to do everything we can to work through that 
hardship as quickly as we can so that we can get back 
to realising and manifesting those visions that so 
many of us aspire to. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? Thank you. 
The Chair now recognises the Member from constitu-
ency 24, Warwick South East, Mr. W. Lawrence A. 
Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 This debate so far has been very interesting, 
and I say that it has been interesting because if you 
really listen to what is being said you will realise that 
whether it is direct or indirect the Government is sup-
porting everything that we are saying about them, 
their actions and what they mean.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, if you remember not 
too long ago (approximately two years ago) I stood on 
the same floor of the House in the same position and I 
said “M-I-C-K-E-Y-M-O-U-S-E” in relation to the Gov-
ernment and referring to it as a Mickey Mouse opera-
tion and the fact that it was a novelty. That is how they 
got into power—based off of a novelty. They then 
went on and they sang around M-I-C-K-E-Y-M-O-U-S-
E—they sang that and then out of that came the Hon-
ourable Member on the other side who came up with 
what he feels is a brilliant analogy of Thelma and 
Louise. 
 Now, two years later— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 7. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Impugning integrity] 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 That Member is impugning the integrity of the 
One Bermuda Alliance—talking about singing M-I-C-
K-E-Y. Parliamentary language, please. Thank you. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you. Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

I will just go on and move on to the fact that 
they did say “Thelma and Louise” and that is how they 
referred to the PLP administration and the PLP Gov-
ernment. So if that is not imputing improper motive I 
do not know what is, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 But I am going to move on because that same 
Member today said, I am going to get my money when 
it comes to America's Cup. Just before that he was 
talking about how they care about Bermudians and 
they want to make sure that Bermudians are taken 
care of and all of that. How is that, if you are talking 
about [how] you care about your country, but you say, 
I am going to get my money and You have to do what 
you have to do to get yours? That does not sound like 
a caring Government to me, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
That sounds like they care about money, and we all 
know what they say about money—that money is the 
root of all evil. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And then you have another 
Member who stood up on the other side talking about 
how he went for an eight-figure loan. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the average Bermudian can barely get a six-
figure loan, so how can [they] relate to the average 
Bermudian— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I do believe it was a company 
because he mentioned directors, so— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
how many average Bermudians are part of a company 
that has directors? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Therefore, regardless, you 
cannot say that you can relate to the average Ber-
mudian when you are talking in terms that they cannot 
relate to.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I want to go on. You 
know, the Member that I was talking about earlier, 
talking about how he is mad and he is mad at this. 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I would be mad too if I was 
the OBA MP. And a former Minister at that. But I am 
going to show the difference, because instead of go-
ing back to something that I said two years ago and 
standing on that and trying to revamp that, I am going 
to tell you how this budget reminds me of something 
new, Madam Deputy Speaker. This budget given by 
the Minister reminds me of the movie Selma.  

Some Hon. Members: Ooh! Ooh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: It reminds me of this be-
cause I actually saw that at the special screening of 
our party leader's birthday at Liberty Theatre. The 
thing is that I am not talking about Selma in race and 
race relations, Madam Deputy Speaker. I am not go-
ing down that road. What I am talking about is the fact 
that . . . I am talking about leadership, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I am talking about . . . there was a part that 
really touched me when Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
walking across the [Edmund] Pettus Bridge, and this 
was the second time. The first time they went they got 
beat down, Madam Deputy Speaker. And then the 
second time he had all his support behind him.  

He walked across and the state troopers gave 
him free passage. But he stood there, said a prayer, 
turned around and walked back—thousands of people 
behind him—turned around and walked back. When 
challenged behind closed doors and [asked], Why did 
you do that? You are disrupting the whole movement. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said something—and this is 
what sticks to me, Madam Deputy Speaker. He said, I 
would rather my people be mad at me than hurt, 
bleeding or dead.  
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, that is real 
leadership right there. That is real leadership, and if 
you want to talk about threats, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, if you look on page 2 of the Minister's 
Statement, you will see that it says the threats to our 
well-being are the countries [which are] challenging 
Bermuda's business. No! The main threat to Ber-
muda's well-being is the Finance Minister. There are 
some out there who call him a financial terrorist. 
They— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, have a seat. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

By calling the Finance Minister a terrorist it 
certainly, at best, is [imputing] improper motives, at 
worst he is grossly over the top. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Opposition 
Leader. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam [Deputy Speaker], I 
think the Honourable Minister is mistaken. My col-
league did not refer to the Honourable Minister as a 
terrorist. So is this a trend of deflection coming from 
the OBA? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 24. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. The reason I said that statement, Madam 
Deputy Speaker . . . I am going to back it up right now 
with proof because earlier . . . remember, when they 
. . . when you refer to a terrorist as somebody who 
has beliefs, ideologies, and will not be deterred re-
gardless of what the facts are, it is their belief, it is 
their way or no way. And they will do whatever it takes 
to try to justify their beliefs.  

Earlier today the Honourable Finance Minister 
stood up and said that his $800 million decision was 
not a gamble, it was not a bet, it had nothing to do 
with interest rates. Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, with 
your indulgence, can I take you back to a Ministerial 
Statement dated the 21st of June 2013 (page 1450 of 
[the Official Hansard Report]), and I will quote, "We 
consider that we are in the last phase— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member. Can you 
clarify which Minister? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I am sorry, the Honourable 
Finance Minister. This is a statement given by the 
Ministry Headquarters, Ministerial Statement delivered 
by the Honourable Everard T. Richards, JP, MP, Min-
ister of Finance. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: "We consider" (on page 
[1450]) it says: "We consider that we are in the last 
phase of the ultra-low US dollar interest rate cycle. As 
the US economy gains strength, . . . US dollar interest 
rates, and therefore bond yields and borrowing costs, 
are highly likely to rise. Borrowing three years' worth 
of deficits now will save the government tens of mil-
lions of dollars in interest cost." 
 It goes on: "This will give us certainty of fi-
nancing, as well. Instead of borrowing on a year-to-
year basis in a rising interest rate market, we will be 
locking in three years at low rates." 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: That is what the Honourable 
Minister said. He stood on the floor of this House and 
said he never said that. That sounds like a terrorist to 
me.  

The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member. We are not 
going to— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. The Chair recognises 
the Member from constituency— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 31. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Unparliamentary language] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
the Honourable Member is using unparliamentary lan-
guage, number one, in his characterisation of the Fi-
nance Minister, and it is clear disrespect. Number two, 
the Honourable Minister did not say that. He said he 
did not only predicate the decision on his gamble on 
low interest rates; he said there were other factors 
involved. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
that is fine. I take the point.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises— 
 Member, Member, I just need to recognise 
who you are so individuals on the other side that can-
not see your face . . . the Chair recognises the Mem-
ber from constituency 24.  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I will move on and I take that Member's 
point. 

But the fact remains that the country lost 
money based off of the Finance Minister's decision. 
Now it seems as though the Finance Minister is trying 
to make up for that lost money by going after the pub-
lic servants. That is where the furlough days come in. 
Had we been able to keep the furlough days, it could 
recoup some of the money that he had lost with the 
decision of the $800 million.  
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am going to 
move on because what I do not . . . one thing is that I 
am going to go to the . . . I will use another analogy. 
The Government, in conjunction with the grocers, are 
no longer providing the 10 per cent Wednesdays. I 
really, personally, am sad at that because I used that. 
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That is when I shopped—on Wednesdays. But I can 
understand why they are doing it because they say it 
is unsustainable. I am not going to ask anybody to do 
something that they feel is unsustainable, and I do not 
have a problem with the grocers saying that it is un-
sustainable. 

I do not have a problem with the Government 
thanking the grocers for being good corporate citizens 
for the last year in extending that courtesy. I do not 
even have a problem with the Government when they 
thanked the union members for taking the furlough 
days for the last two years. But what I do have a prob-
lem with . . . I do have a problem with the fact that be-
tween pages 27 and 30 the veiled indirect and direct 
threats that have been put in there towards those 
same union members because they stood up for 
themselves, they marched on Parliament and said this 
is unsustainable for us. Then you had members on 
the other side (not necessarily in just this House) but 
supporters and all of that went on to call the union 
members “selfish.” They said it was unnecessary, that 
they did not have to do it. When they stand up for their 
rights and say they cannot sustain it anymore. That is, 
to me, that is not right. You cannot do that.  

You cannot talk about that you are a caring 
Government when you have to be forced by people 
occupying Cabinet to make their voices heard. They 
want to try and tell them, Oh, we want the unions in. 
No, you did not. The unions made sure that they were 
part of those negotiations, and the reason why you 
never saw it under the PLP Government is because 
the PLP did it proactively.  
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, throughout this 
whole speech on pages 15, 19 and 20 the Minister 
talks about the plan that was supposed to benefit the 
country. The thing is that other Members have talked 
about the plan benefitting the country as well. But I do 
not understand how the Honourable Finance Minister 
can say that his plan is going to benefit the country 
when you have . . . Here is another real world exam-
ple. You have the Minister who goes to a department 
of 43 civil servants and says, I need you to devise a 
plan that is going to allow us to make sure that your 
jobs are redundant and that you do not have a job 
later when we enact this plan.  

That does not sound like a caring Government 
to me. But that is exactly what they are doing with the 
airport. They have gone to the airport and they said 
you have to put this plan in motion so that we can get 
rid of your jobs by outsourcing and privatising it. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, thank you. Wait a minute. 
 The Chair recognises the Finance Minister 
from constituency 11. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. The Honour-
able Member is grossly misleading the House. I did go 
and speak to the members of the airport with the 
Honourable Minister, Mr. Crockwell, and I told them 
the opposite of what the Honourable Member just 
said. I told them that we want them there and, in fact, 
the project would increase the number of jobs at the 
airport, not decrease. So he needs to withdraw that 
because that statement was either deliberately untrue 
or is negligent and he did not know what he was talk-
ing about and said something that he did not know 
what he was talking about. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

The Honourable Minister talks about that I do 
not know—you know what, I am going to let that one 
slide, Madam Deputy Speaker,   
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Christmas comes once a 
year, remember that, Madam Deputy Speaker, be-
cause what I find hypocritical— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I do not have to re-
member anything. Just continue. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: What I find hypocritical is 
that the Government is going to sit here and talk about 
they are open for business and that they are going to 
reduce red tape and all of that and they want that in-
ward direct investment. But then we have an inves-
tor—a foreign investor that wants to invest in a Ber-
mudian company here in our luxury tourism product—
and they are told that they cannot invest their money 
because they cannot give out contracts because CCC 
will not allow it. 
 So, now, Madam Deputy Speaker, if CCC is 
not here yet, how is the Government talking . . . and 
then the thing is that that investor went to CCC di-
rectly and CCC said, That is not up to us; it is up to 
the Government. So, therefore, what is really going 
on? You have somebody that wants to invest money, 
but the Government is stopping them from investing. 
Right? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order  
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a point of order. The 
Chair recognises the Member from constituency 11.  
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 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is again misleading the House. If what he says is true, 
he needs to back it up with facts, not just vague innu-
endo, because as far as I know what he just described 
did not happen. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott:  Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that same Honourable Finance Minister 
when I brought up the fact about what was going to 
happen with the airport said, How do you know all of 
this? Are you tapping my phone? So obviously I must 
know what I am talking about. 
 But let me keep moving on, let me keep mov-
ing on.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: What I want to do . . . I will 
go back to November because I can stand on this 
floor and say that I was the one that brought a take 
note motion which got the ball rolling on the airport 
development programme, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
Oh, see? Thank you. Very quiet all of a sudden.  

I brought this forward. And what the Minister 
has done, and what I feel the Minister did with my idea 
is turn it into a perverted way of signing away, giving 
away, selling away our most lucrative asset for a time 
period longer than what we have had control over it 
already.  
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, does that sound 
like a Government that cares about people? Once 
again, when I am going to go down and talk about 
being a good leader, just like in Selma, I do not be-
lieve that this Government through this Budget really 
is looking out for the best interest of its people. Maybe 
their supporters, yes, but the country's people? I do 
not know.  
 The thing is that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: There are so many points 
that I am looking at my notes right now. I do not know 
which way to go because they have made so many 
mistakes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Just take your time, Member, 
take your time. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

[Gavel] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Do you know what, Madam 
Deputy Speaker . . . thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am trying to listen to the 
Member who is on his feet. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: This is my third real world 
example of how this Government says they care, and 
do you know what? I am going to take the words of 
the Honourable Minister of Transport—if you are go-
ing to talk the talk you better be able to walk the walk. 
And this Government can talk the talk but they cannot 
walk the walk because . . . why do I say that? I am 
going to go to the America's Cup, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. All right? And the thing is, I am going to the 
America's Cup because one thing I have noticed is 
that almost every man to a person over there has said 
the same thing about the America's Cup. That it is 
going to benefit Bermudians, but for remedial jobs.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Oh, it is going to— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises—quiet please! Quiet please! Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. The Member is misleading the 
House. He is talking absolute nonsense.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The thing is that what they have said is, Oh, 
America's Cup, these teams that pay $100 million to 
enter you will see a benefit by getting tips and gratui-
ties in the restaurants. Now— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I do not know where is the 
difference between a 15 per cent tip or gratuity in the 
restaurants— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Can you have a seat, please? 
Thank you. 
 Members. Members! I will not recognise any-
one. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

  
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. The Honourable Member is once 
again misleading the House. He is taking the com-
ments of MP Outerbridge fully out of context. She was 
giving an example—one example—of how your gar-
den variety Bermudian could benefit— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —average Ber-
mudian could benefit— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, garden variety, 
you know— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
The Deputy Speaker: Member, speak to the Chair 
please. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: How your average 
Bermudian could benefit by being in the hospitality 
industry in a restaurant and getting bigger tips be-
cause of people who were here who were basically 
spending more money, and there were more visitors. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I am going to go on. This is how I am going 
to show you, because when we were debating that Bill 
I brought up the idea of having the America's Cup 
(ACBDA) working with the BEDC (Bermuda Economic 
Development Corporation) and changing . . . because 
remember, the way to get significant financial benefit 
is to be a designated corporate partner, not just be the 
finest Bermudian labour.  

So now the thing is that Bermudian labour or 
labourers are the ones that get the tips. Designated 

corporate partners are the ones that get the contracts. 
Why are no Bermudians talked about, Oh, well, we 
can have Bermudians that are running the ground 
transportation for the whole event. We do not hear 
that. We hear plumbers. We hear waiters. We hear 
taxi drivers. Why can we not have business owners, 
company owners, contract holders as Bermudians. 
That is the thing, Madam Deputy Speaker, saying that 
to me—we even heard the Honourable Minister that 
just called the point of order on me refer to the aver-
age Bermudian as the "garden variety Bermudian," 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Let me tell you something, 
language is the fingerprint of our emotions, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Language is the fingerprint 
of our emotions, so therefore if you are going to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, hold on a 
minute. 
 There is only one Member standing to his feet 
and it is that Member that I would like to hear.  
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, so therefore, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, what I am going to say is that there 
is no real direct avenue to the significant financial 
benefit from the America's Cup for the average Ber-
mudian. There is none, because we all read the Bill. 
We all looked at the definitions. I brought it up and the 
Government did not take up on any amendment to 
change it. So do you know what? That is what is says, 
right. So, in moving on— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 12. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: She was acknowledging 
me first. 
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Point of order. The Honourable Member, I 
know he does not want to mislead the House but he is 
definitely misleading the House. Those discussions 
with the BEDC, small business development as well, 
are being held as we speak. Those meetings and dis-
cussions are being held, so I wish you would check 
before you start— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much. The 
Honourable Member says I should check my informa-
tion. Maybe the Government should inform us of what 
is going on. But, anyway, I am going to keep moving. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The fact is that . . . do you 
know what? Another real world example, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is taxes. Why are we raising taxes 
on the average Bermudian but still giving concessions 
to corporations, industries that are turning a profit? So 
what you are saying is that the average Bermudian 
should pay more while the companies and corpora-
tions do not have to pay anything. What we should 
start doing is slowly taking— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. The Honourable Member is mislead-
ing the House again. The payroll tax is going up on 
both companies and individuals.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Because the thing is you 
have hotels, restaurants and these types of industries 
that are posting an industry wide profit. So therefore 
now what that means is that those companies have 
shareholders, and the shareholders (if they are post-
ing a profit)— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. The Chair rec-
ognises the Member from constituency number—
Members! 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 11. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. The Honourable Member is misleading 
the House. There are no facts available to back up 
this statement that the hotel industry in Bermuda is 
creating profits. I know he just pulled that out from the 
air. Just pulled it from the air. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No, I did not say that every 
hotel on the Island was posting— 
 
[General uproar] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I said the industry, and there 
are some. But either way what we need to do is get 
these companies not used to having what some have 
referred to as “corporate welfare.” Because what hap-
pens is that when they start posting a profit, that profit 
gets put out in dividends which go to shareholders, 
and that profit comes at the cost of taxpayers’ money. 
So therefore they are sharing out taxpayers’ money, 
and if you cannot say that is the distribution of wealth. 
I do not know what is. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, as it seems my 
time is getting short, what I am going to do is go back 
to my Martin Luther King, Jr. analogy. There are a 
couple of good things that Martin Luther King, Jr. said. 
And one of his quotes is "Rarely do we find men who 
willingly engage in hard, solid thinking. There is an 
almost universal quest for easy answers and half-
baked solutions. Nothing pains some people more 
than having to think."  

I could think of a couple of people that are 
looking at me right now that that applies to, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. went on to say that 
"There comes a time when one must take a position 
that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he 
must take it because conscience tells him it is right." It 
is not right that in a time of struggle and a time of strife 
that we continue and the Government continues to 
raise taxes on those individuals that cannot afford to 
pay, that continues to try to manipulate and sort of 
force them to take on cuts that they do not want to 
take and that they find is unsustainable. That is not 
right.  
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 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, if you had to 
sum up what I have said in one sentence, it would be 
that with everything that is going on, the haves can 
continue to have but the have-nots . . . the have-nots 
need to have more. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 31, the Minister of Tourism and Trans-
port, the Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 It is one thing, Madam Deputy Speaker, to 
espouse irrational and incorrect facts, and it is some-
thing entirely different and dangerous when you actu-
ally believe it. 
 
[Laughter and desk thumping] 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the fact of 
the matter is that we see that quite often coming from 
the Opposition when you hear them get up and make 
all of these very passionate and accusatory speeches 
based on irrational, incorrect facts that they believe. 
That is why we have this acrimony up here every 
week. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I would like to start my 
presentation by fully congratulating the Minister of Fi-
nance for an excellent Budget in extraordinary times. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I believe, Mr. Speaker, 
that sometimes in life people find themselves in cer-
tain positions for the right time. Sometimes it just hap-
pens where you are in the right time for the right pur-
pose. I have sat next to the Honourable Finance Min-
ister both in the Opposition and now in Government 
and I am convinced, I am persuaded that he is the 
right man to be the Minister of Finance at the right 
time.  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I have no doubt about 
that. Why? Because of his personality.  

We heard the Honourable and Learned Mem-
ber say earlier how he is erudite in finance and how 
he has the experience, Mr. Speaker. But we also 
know a lot about his personality. That he is a man who 
is going to shoot from the hip. He is not going to gloss 
it over. But in addition to that, he is a man that is going 
to stay the course. He is not going to be swayed by 
popular opinion. He is not going to be swayed by do-

ing what the majority may think is popular. He is going 
to stick to the task because he knows it is the right 
thing.  
 I have had to lock horns with the Finance Min-
ister, and I have had to try to persuade him to loosen 
up the purse strings for my Ministry. But he continues 
to remind myself and this Cabinet of what our obliga-
tion is, and that is to turn this country around. I have 
said it before publicly that I do not envy the Finance 
Minister because he has the toughest job in Bermuda 
and he has done it, Mr. Speaker, over the past two 
years with dignity, and I tip my hat to the Honourable 
Bob Richards. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not feeling that well 
and it may be evidenced in my voice. I have been 
struggling with a head cold, and I lost my voice yes-
terday and I was considering not participating today 
until I heard page 14 of the Reply to the Budget. 
When I heard page 14, I said, I have to speak now, 
Mr. Speaker. So I want to commence my presenta-
tion, and I apologise, I am going to do my best.  

I told the Premier I am going to try and remain 
tempered today and keep my voice down so I can get 
through this. But on page 14 you would note under the 
rubric “Bermuda Tourism Authority” . . . and I knew for 
a while that the Bermuda Tourism Authority was going 
to be featured in the Reply, but I was not so sure that 
it was going to be so complimentary, Mr. Speaker.  
 I am going to quote what the Shadow Finance 
Minister said, he said, “[we] have had the chance to 
meet and interact with the leadership and staff of the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority." I am going to read this 
next sentence very slowly for my Opposite Shadow 
Minister of Tourism. "They are an excellent team who 
approach their mission with professionalism and they 
are doing good work."  

I am very glad that the Shadow Finance Min-
ister found it appropriate to put that in his Reply be-
cause I agree 100 per cent that we have established a 
professional body with outstanding professionals from 
the head going right on down—90 per cent of the 
Tourism Authority is run by Bermudians. I go there 
often, Mr. Speaker, when they have presentations and 
it is always outstanding.  

When I was told that the Opposition was be-
ing invited to participate in one of their staff meetings, 
I was glad because I knew . . . I knew that once they 
saw the work that was being done it was going to im-
pact the vitriol that we hear week after week about the 
Tourism Authority. Because sometimes when you 
cannot see and you cannot actually experience what 
is going on you can create your own reality. 
 So once they saw the reality, I was pleased 
that they walked away and they recognised that it is 
an excellent team. They recognised that they are exe-
cuting their responsibility with professionalism and are 
doing the work. I will keep this and I will actually give 
the CEO a copy and tell him to frame this page, Mr. 
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Speaker, because I may have to refer to it down the 
line. 
 I think that the Shadow Finance Minister 
made a good attempt to have a balance in this Reply. 
He certainly articulated many of the policies that he 
agreed with and he also outlined what the Opposition 
would do. You know, what is interesting, no one 
should be surprised, there are members in our Gallery 
today and our listening audience, no one should be 
surprised from what they have heard today coming 
from this side or coming from the other side. It is al-
most the exact same debate we had last year, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Let us have a look at Hansard. The exact 
same debate . . . and do you know why? It is because 
we represent two different parties with two different 
ideologies, specifically when it comes to finance. We 
have two different economic approaches to how this 
country should run. And the reason why the One 
Bermuda Alliance was elected in 2012 was because 
the people came to a conclusion that the way that the 
PLP was running the finances of this country was 
harmful. And they heard the platform of how this Gov-
ernment would run the finances and they elected us.  

Every time we have a budget you are going to 
hear about our two-track approach, and we make no 
apologies for it. None! That is our philosophy. We 
campaigned on that philosophy and we are going to 
hear what the PLP is going to say. 

But what I find interesting about the PLP's ap-
proach, particularly as they talk about these visionary 
ideas, about the Blue Economy and decriminalising 
marijuana and online gaming and how they get up 
every year and talk about how this is visionary and 
this is going to diversify the economy and how com-
mitted they are to it . . . and I know they do not like 
when I say this, so I will try and change the way I say 
it, but if you were so committed to it, why did you not 
do it? That begs the question that they were not 
committed to it.  

You know what, Mr. Speaker? The Honour-
able Shadow Finance Minister was the Junior Finance 
Minister. And if you look across the aisle you see for-
mer Ministers of Cabinet. If you believed in it, why did 
you not do it when you had the chance? So do not 
come up here every year and act like this is some 
great epiphany. All of a sudden now you came up with 
some great idea that we are reluctant to implement.  

Well, I have news for the Opposition. We are 
not implementing it for the same reasons why you did 
not implement it for 14 years—because these are not 
new ideas, Mr. Speaker. Former Premiers Paula Cox 
and Dr. Ewart Brown . . . these were intelligent peo-
ple. They could recognise a good idea when it came 
across their desk. The former Cabinet . . . they were 
intelligent people. They could recognise a good idea 
when it came in a Cabinet memo. So why did they not 
do it?  

So stop with the bait and switch, Mr. Speaker, 
because that is all we hear every year.  
 All of a sudden now the debt is our problem. 
We heard the Opposition Leader say the debt is going 
up. Well, of course it has! We are not magicians. We 
could not just become Government in December of 
2012 and magically wipe away a $330 million deficit.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And that is the level of 
intelligence, Mr. Speaker, which is emanating from the 
other side. That is what we said. That is what we said. 
That we can just wake up on December 18th and $333 
million would evaporate into thin air. That is what we 
said, and they want to be the next Government. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: You will get your chances—or you 
have had your chances! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It is the hypocrisy that is 
so startling. After a year of criticism from the Opposi-
tion on how much money this Government has given 
the BTA. The Opposition Leader criticised me up and 
down—giving the BTA too much public money. The 
Honourable Member from I believe [constituency] 17 (I 
could be wrong) also was challenging me on how 
much money we are giving to the BTA, and all of a 
sudden we are being criticised for not giving them 
enough. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Bait and switch, bait and 
switch. Because now it is convenient for them to criti-
cise us because we have cut it. And was I happy 
about cutting it? No. Would I like to give the BTA $49 
million? Yes. But imagine if we did that. Imagine if— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. Point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. No one on this side said in this 
Reply, especially my Reply, that they were not giving 
the BTA enough money. The fact is the Government 
was not investing enough money in tourism. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 Carry on. 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 27 February 2015 913 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We can parse the words, 
Mr. Speaker, but the fact of the matter is I would love 
to give more. The BTA is the agency that deals with 
marketing of tourism in this country. But the realities 
are that we have a limited budget.  

The BTA have the authority as a result of the 
Tourism Authority Act to raise revenue in other ways. 
They have to get creative and do so, and I believe that 
the professionalism that the Honourable Member re-
ferred to in his Reply will be used to good effect to use 
the money that they have to help turn it around. Would 
we like to give more? Of course we would. Of course 
we would, but reality does not allow us to. So we have 
to do the best we can with what we have. 
 But as we have seen in history just giving 
more money has not solved the problem. The problem 
of tourism has not been an issue of lack of funding. 
The problem with tourism has been an issue of a 
structure that was broken, and I believe that we have 
fixed the structure and, Mr. Speaker, I am looking for-
ward to seeing some positive results as we go for-
ward. 
 Now, the question that we have to ask our-
selves, Mr. Speaker, is how did we get here. And if 
you look at page 13 of the Budget Statement by the 
Honourable Finance Minister—and this was articu-
lated by the Honourable Member from constituency 7 
earlier—when we look at the graph in figure 5 and we 
see how the public debt rose exponentially over the 
years from 2008 up until 2012 and, Mr. Speaker, it is 
interesting if you look at the Reply to the Budget on 
page 11 you see that the Shadow Finance Minister 
talks about the debt challenge and how during the first 
10 years the PLP was in office the debt to GDP ratio 
had never exceeded 5 per cent. But he never talked 
about post 2008, which I thought was interesting. But 
if you looked at 2008, and as was stated earlier, the 
national debt increased by 77 per cent. 

Now, I have heard argument from the other 
side which I will not discount. The argument has been, 
Well, we had to invest in infrastructure, putting our 
people to work and it was an investment. I am not 
here to debunk that. We all know about the overruns 
and we know about alleged mismanagement and all 
of that, but let us just say that that was the raison 
d'être for the investment. We are going to invest in 
capital projects to keep the economy going, et cetera.  

The reality, Mr. Speaker, is that there is a 
consequence to that. The consequence of that is that 
your debt is going to continue to skyrocket, your debt 
service is going to continue to go up and it is going to 
become unsustainable. That is what the One Ber-
muda Alliance inherited. We inherited an unsustain-
able economy. When we are paying $170 million on 
debt service, and we hear the Honourable Shadow 
Finance Minister talking about, Let us invest more, let 
us spend more . . . just imagine what we could invest 
in if we had that $170 million, if we had $100 [million] 
of that $170 million.  

The Opposition is talking about a rock around 
our neck. We have an albatross around our neck 
called “debt” which requires us to [first, pay for] our 
interest. We are not even touching the principal. The 
Shadow Finance Minister said, Well, last year in his 
Budget Reply he recommended that we spend $30 
million more. His recommendation—let us spend 
$30—and he enumerated where he would put that 
$30 million. Well, do you know what that would have 
meant? That would have added $30 million more to 
our deficit which would have added more to our debt 
which would have added more to our interest on debt. 
The problem just keeps getting out of control.  
 So where we are right now, Mr. Speaker, is 
we have to get the problem under control. That is 
what the focus is of the Finance Minister—the two-
path approach. We have to cut expenditure and we 
have to grow the economy with outside foreign in-
vestment because we do not have any money. We 
cannot finance it. The former administration spent it 
all, and have now created an unsustainable debt. So 
when you look at the fact that there is potential $930 
million in foreign investment to come into this country 
over the next couple of years, that is a stroke of gen-
ius. That we can have that type of stimulus and it not 
cost the Government any money. That is why we were 
elected. We were elected to figure out a way to re-
duce our expenses, to attract foreign investment, to 
balance our budget, and to get Bermuda back on 
track.  
 Mr. Speaker, we have seen signs of that. The 
Opposition Leader said that the deficit has grown un-
der the OBA. That is not right. It is the reverse, Mr. 
Speaker. The deficit has decreased. That is a sign of 
success under this Government. It went from $330 
million when we became the Government to $299 mil-
lion. It is going the right way, Mr. Speaker. Would we 
like it to be reduced more? Of course we would. But 
this is a huge task that we have. And did we expect it 
to be easier? Of course we did. I took the point—I was 
listening on the radio I believe it was the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Roban, who said—constituency, is it 12? 
 
An Hon. Member: [Constituency]15. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: [Constituency] 15—who 
said that, you know, it is difficult being in Government. 
Well, it is. We have learned that. We have learned 
that.  

But do you know what, Mr. Speaker? Despite 
everything that has happened . . . and I like the anal-
ogy that the Honourable Member from constituency 7 
used about the house is on fire and the fireman is try-
ing to clear out the people to take them to safety, and 
they are fighting the fireman. I like to use the analogy 
that the country is financially sick and we can debate 
all day long about who caused the sickness. And if 
you have ever had an ailment, Mr. Speaker, and I 
know you have, and if we all live long enough we are 
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going to experience a physical ailment, if you have an 
ailment sometimes, Mr. Speaker—and you can attest 
to this—the medicine is unpleasant. But if you do not 
take the medicine, you are not going to get healed.  

So we have a situation right now where the 
country is financially sick. After 14 years of PLP ad-
ministration we find ourselves financially sick. This 
administration has to administer the medicine, and it is 
not pleasant and people are upset about it, and we 
get it, because it is some bitter medicine. But the for-
mer administration did not have the fortitude and they 
did not have the political will to do it. They did not 
have it. They were too concerned about policies that 
were going to make everybody happy. Give every-
thing away—free this or free that so we can win the 
next election.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now we are here and we 
have to tidy it up.  

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? I hear time 
and time again from the other side, Well, wait until 
2017. You are going to lose the election. Do you know 
what, Mr. Speaker? First of all, I have said this before, 
I do not need politics to have a job. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Let me just say it again. I 
have been recruited since I have been a Minister and 
turned down jobs. I do not need politics to get an in-
come. Okay? That is number one.  

Number two, I am not in this to stay elected. 
When we walked the highways and byways in 2012, 
and I was in PLP homes—last names that would 
shock you, Mr. Speaker—and they looked at me and 
said, Mr. Crockwell, I am voting for you because I 
want you to make the tough decisions. That is why we 
are voting for you because my party could not do it. 
So we are not worried about it because do you know 
what? I fundamentally believe that good always pre-
vails.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do. And I believe doing 
the right thing will always prevail. I believe that when 
these hotel projects come online and when the Amer-
ica's Cup comes here and when the entire world is 
looking at Bermuda and when tens of thousands of 
people are walking up and down Bermuda and wait-
resses are getting nice gratuities and people like my 
father who would not mind being called a 'garden va-
riety Bermudian'—he is a truck driver and he is going 
to want some trucking business when the America's 
Cup comes here. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and desk thumping] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He is not worried about 
that. The Opposition says we want to make sure that 
everybody across Bermuda benefits and when a 
Member says, Well, everyone is going to benefit even 
the waitresses will benefit, they want to come up and 
criticise. Make up your minds PLP. Make up your 
minds. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: How? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: He is saying that the PLP 
does not want everybody to benefit.  
 
The Speaker: I do not think he said that, Honourable 
Member. He did not say that. 
 Carry on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: He did not say that.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, on page 13 
of the Budget Reply, the Honourable Shadow Minister 
of Finance makes a statement about hotel develop-
ment. He said, "Mr. Speaker, it is the Progressive La-
bour Party’s hope that these hotel projects do come to 
fruition." And I am not quite sure if the Shadow Fi-
nance Minister had a consultation with the Opposition 
Leader because last week the Opposition Leader pub-
licly called our developments “fairy tales.” 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Said that to the media—
said they were fairy tales, not going to happen.  

Now we hear from the Shadow Minister of Fi-
nance that they hope that they come to fruition. I do 
not believe that. I do not believe that for one second. 
Do you know why I do not believe it? Because the 
leader in another place defamed one of our develop-
ers in a very terrible way and had to apologise for it. 
Do you know what? I know that Honourable Member. 
We are in a fraternity together. He has my phone 
number in his phone. He could have called me and 
asked, What’s going on here? I could have learned 
him up. Instead he wants to malign and ultimately de-
fame a developer that wants to invest over $120 mil-
lion in Bermuda. How is that wishing and hoping that it 
comes to fruition?  
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And every time I turn around I hear all these 
spurious allegations about the process. The Opposi-
tion does not know what is going on because they are 
the Opposition! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is part of being the 
Opposition. They are not supposed to know what is 
going on. I remember a former Premier getting up 
here and saying, You will know when we let you know. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So because they do not 
know, they want to create all of these anxieties in the 
community. This is not going to happen because we 
have not seen this or we have not heard that. Well, 
you will find out when the time comes.  

But let me say this, Mr. Speaker, just today I 
received further good news about the progress with 
the development at St. George's. I am looking forward 
to the next week or two when we are going to go pub-
lic about some good news, Mr. Speaker, and what we 
are doing in the OBA is we are working, we are work-
ing. I am sick, Mr. Speaker, because I am working too 
hard. Mr. Premier, I am working too hard. Week-
ends— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We are working! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Every week we have the 
Economic Development Committee working tirelessly 
to try and ensure that these projects are expedited. 
Why are we doing it? Because we do not like Ber-
mudians? We are doing it because, Mr. Speaker, we 
want to ensure that all of Bermuda prospers. So when 
you see Morgan's Point, when you see the St. 
George's tourism development, when you see Ariel 
Sands—we have already seen over $100 million in-
vested Fairmont Hamilton—and I am giving credit 
where credit is due, that started  before us. But we 
finished it. Pink Beach is going on, the airport—I could 
not believe that the Shadow Finance Minister got up 
and said that we do not need an airport! And he says 
that he talked to Bermudians? He must be the first 
person I have ever heard in Bermuda say we do not 
need a new airport. Everybody knows we need a new 
airport!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
   
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And hats off to the staff at 
the airport because they have worked and done an 
extraordinary job under very difficult conditions.  

I tell Aaron Adderley all the time, he deserves 
all the kudos that I give him. The Finance Minister and 
myself, we went there, we sat down, had a heart to 
heart with them and we assured them. And the beauti-
ful thing about it, Mr. Speaker, is that the developers 
and those third parties that are involved they have 
seen through their own research the value of the staff. 
They want to keep them. They are smart business 
people. They are not going to get rid of people who 
are doing a good job under difficult circumstances.  

They already told the Government, We want 
them. We are going to create more jobs. So this is not 
an issue of performance at the Department of Airport 
Operations. This is an issue that we need a new asset 
and we do not have the money to finance it ourselves. 
The erudite Finance Minister figured out a way to do it 
without affecting the Government's bottom line. And 
what does he get? He gets criticism from the Opposi-
tion. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, in closing—it sounds like I 
might have made it to the end. 
 
The Speaker: You have two minutes—almost two 
minutes. Just under two minutes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Whether the PLP wants it 
to happen or not, I have got news for them. It is going 
to happen no matter what. It is coming, Mr. Speaker. It 
is coming. We are going to stay focused. We are go-
ing to stay resolute.  

They want to talk about the 4,000 that 
marched down on Cabinet. Yes, they marched and 
they marched because we are trying to clean up their 
mess. That is why they marched. They marched be-
cause the medicine is not desirable. But we have to 
stay to the wicket. We cannot get nervous. Maybe we 
need to work on our communications better. We ac-
cept that. We are not perfect. We have made some 
mistakes. Maybe we have to mend some relation-
ships—sure, Mr. Speaker. Let us not act like the other 
side did not have those challenges. Let us not forget 
that, you know, Uighurs were snuck into the country. 
These things happen, okay? So we make mistakes 
but we are going to keep the end in view, Mr. 
Speaker. The end is respice finem— 
 
The Speaker: You sound like a Berkeleylite. 
  
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am a different BI [Ber-
muda Institute], Mr. Speaker, but I like respice finem. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We will keep the end in 
view, and all this talk about collaboration, we hear it 
every week. I do not buy it. We are going to get to the 
end and we are going to get there without the PLP. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable and Learned 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29, Southampton East, the 
Honourable Zane De Silva, Shadow Minister of Tour-
ism. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to start my presenta-
tion by quoting a piece from page 7 in the Progressive 
Labour Party, Shadow Finance Minister's Reply. 
 
The Speaker: Page 7? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And it goes like this— 
 
The Speaker: Which page? Page what? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Page 7, right at the top. 
 "Mr. Speaker, last year, during this very same 
speech, I said the following about the Minister’s 
Budget: 
 “Mr. Speaker, one could be mistaken to think 
that the Minister of Finance wants to prolong the re-
cession. These aggressive cuts are bad economic 
policy as our economy has still not recovered. The 
Minister bragged that he was going to be more ag-
gressive than the SAGE Commission recommended, 
but surely the Minister must realise that to create addi-
tional headwinds with the economy in its fragile state 
will not help us achieve escape velocity and return to 
economic growth.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I will go on. The Honour-
able Shadow Minister also goes on to say: 
 "Mr. Speaker, so said, so done. We have all 
felt the effects of last year’s budget; we’ve seen job-
lessness rise, visitor arrivals fall, businesses close 
and our infrastructure continue to crumble. But, Mr. 
Speaker, the best indicator of the Minister of Fi-
nance’s poor decision making is in the results. With 
his aggressive cuts, the Minister expected the deficit 
to be $267 million. The Minister is now forecasting a 
deficit of $300 million—which is greater than the defi-
cit proposed by the PLP’s alternate budget proposed 
last year. This should serve to remind us, Mr. 
Speaker, that not even this Minister of Finance can 
change the laws of economics: his cuts weakened the 
economy, his cuts helped revenues collapse, his cuts 
pushed visitor numbers to decline and his cuts led to a 
wider deficit than expected." 
 Mr. Speaker, that tells it all! Last year when 
this young Shadow Finance Minister was ridiculed, he 
was made fun of by the Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance—made fun of in this House! He even called 
him "boy" at one stage, Mr. Speaker. And Mr. 
Speaker, look what we have here.  

Look at what the Shadow Minister has re-
minded us of, that last year, he, this young boy, told 
this House, told the Government and told the people 
of Bermuda where we were heading. Now, there is 
some vision. There was the sign, Mr. Speaker.  
 What Mr. Richards needs to do— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Finance Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Finance 
Minister, Honourable Finance Minister, he needs to 
accept the fact that he was wrong. And, Mr. Speaker, 
you know what? I have a feeling that the Shadow Min-
ister of Finance is going to be repeating some of these 
lines. The Government were talking about cut-and-
pasting all day today. They are going to cut and paste 
some more for next year. I certainly believe that, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I get into some more de-
tail, I have to say that I think all of us in this Chamber, 
and the people of Bermuda, witnessed a very historic 
Budget Reply from that young man today. I think Vi-
sion 2025, produced by our Shadow Finance Minister, 
David Burt, will go down in history, Mr. Speaker. I was 
impressed, and I know that the people of Bermuda 
were impressed. And I know, I am very confident, Mr. 
Speaker, when the businesspeople and the Ber-
mudian people in this country sit down and digest 
what he laid out today, they are going to say, That is 
the Finance Minister I want running my country. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, in the future. And I 
have no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that he will. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member Pettin-
gill, earlier today— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member from— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The learned Member. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable and Learned Mem-
ber— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: And he is from constituency 25. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thirty-five. 
 
The Speaker: Twenty-five. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Twenty-five, okay. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. I have my list, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good. Use it, Honourable Member. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But you are a lot quicker 
than I. So I will look forward to your guidance. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your . . .  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But the Honourable and 
Learned Member from constituency 25 talked about 
the debt that is sucking us dry, Mr. Speaker. We have 
heard the Honourable and Learned Member just took 
his seat, from constituency 31. 
 
The Speaker: Thirty-one. Next to you, is he not? You 
should know that. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thirty-one. Got that one, 
now, next to you, Mr. Speaker. I know that because 
you are my representative; I live in [constituency] 32. 
So I know that. So, he is my MP; yes, he is. Yes. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, you know, when the Gov-
ernment talk about, The debt is sucking us dry, and 
they talk about the mess they are cleaning up, Mr. 
Speaker, and how 14 years of a PLP Government just 
turned this country upside-down. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, let us talk about that, be-
cause they like to talk about it. So I would like to talk 
about it, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, let me tell you 
some of the things we did in 14 years and the money 
that was spent. Mr. Speaker, there is a new Aquatic 
Centre up at the stadium. That is $31 million, Mr. 
Speaker. Purchase of open spaces in that $31 million. 
We spent $127 million on a new recycling centre, Mr. 
Speaker. We have new ferry docks. We have major 
upgrades done to buildings, Mr. Speaker. 
 We spent $81 million on the airport infrastruc-
ture and foreshore protection, Mr. Speaker. We just 
had two hurricanes. Airport came through it . . . a shin-
ing star, did it not, Mr. Speaker? That is right. And, Mr. 
Speaker, that was $81 million. 
 Mr. Speaker, [we spent] $24 million on Sylvia 
Richardson [Care Facility] seniors’ home; $143 million 
borrowed and invested in school plant, safer for our 
teachers, and modern equipment. Another $227 mil-
lion, Mr. Speaker, on charities and organisations 
across Bermuda for our people. There were $122 mil-
lion a year on our seniors—$33,000 per day. And the 
Honourable Member who just took his seat, the 
learned Member from constituency 31, said, Oh, we 
gave it all away. Everything was free! 
 I tell you what, Mr. Speaker. Had some of 
them of the old UBP taken care of business before 
1998, we would not have had to spend this $1 billion, 
Mr. Speaker. But that is what we had to do when we 
got in and we looked under the hood. That is what we 
did, Mr. Speaker. When we looked under the hood in 
1998, there was nothing there. So let them talk about 
under the hood. So, Mr. Speaker, that is what this 
Government did during that 14 years. That is what we 
did.  

 So, Mr. Speaker, I am certainly proud of the 
accomplishments that the PLP attained over that 14 
years, certainly am. And, Mr. Speaker, we did not turn 
off any water for those residents who owed money up 
at Dockyard, either, okay? We did not do that, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
An Hon. Member: What happened at Port  
Royal? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
says, What happened at Port Royal? Well, I am dying 
for that debate, Mr. Speaker; you know that. I am dy-
ing for it. But the Honourable Member talks about Port 
Royal, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, 
yeah. But, Mr. Speaker, maybe what that Honourable 
Member might want to do is talk about L. F. Wade 
Airport under the UBP, started at $9 million, finished 
at $25 million. Might want to talk about Westgate, Mr. 
Speaker, under the UBP, started at $20 million, fin-
ished at $39 million. They might want to talk about 
Tynes Bay, Mr. Speaker, under the UBP, started at 
$26 million, finished at $74 million. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, yes, let us talk about Port 
Royal. I cannot wait for it. I cannot wait for it, Mr. 
Speaker. They keep talking about it; I am dying for it! 
PAC [Public Accounts Committee] committee, let us 
bring it on. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the vision that was laid out 
by the Shadow Minister today really, really makes me 
proud. In fact, Mr. Speaker, you know what? You 
might be able to see from where you sit. You see all 
my little tags? Mr. Speaker, as he was reading, I said, 
Let me highlight the good points. Mr. Speaker, I could 
not stop highlighting. This has to go down as the very 
best, best Reply in our history, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, you know what, Mr. Speaker? I may give 
this to you for a souvenir. I have got a tag. I may have 
time to come to it, but I know my time, that half an 
hour goes so quick. Of course, I know that I have half 
an hour. Former Attorney General and the Premier did 
not know how much time they had today, Mr. 
Speaker. But I know how much time I have. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 I actually knew that I had an hour. You have 
already apologised for that. Just to enlighten that 
Member. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I should take the extra half-
hour after he is done. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, MP. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, Mr. Speaker, you 
know, let me just move on a touch. You know, the 
OBA today and over the past two years, we hear 
these catchphrases, Mr. Speaker, like, The economy 
is turning around. We are on track. Bermuda is back 
in the tourist game! Under the OBA, things are getting 
better. Confidence is returning. 
 Mr. Speaker, with these catchphrases, why 
are the OBA Government raising taxes? We know 
that, Mr. Speaker, our Shadow Finance Minister very, 
very clearly outlaid that taxes, if you keep raising 
taxes. . . We all know in this room (well, I thought we 
all knew in this room, Mr. Speaker) the more you raise 
taxes, the more you are going to contract. It is going 
to happen, unless (and the Honourable and Learned 
Member is not in his seat now, from constituency 31) 
. . . But Mr. Speaker, unless we can grow revenues. 
And we know how we can do that. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what bothers me is if we are 
in such positive mode, if we are turning the economy 
around and everyone is full of confidence and inves-
tors are full of confidence, why are we raising taxes? 
That is going to hurt people. It is going to stop busi-
nesspeople from doing more things. They are increas-
ing the payroll tax. They are increasing the land tax in 
commercial buildings. 
 Lord, Mr. Speaker! If we had done that . . . I 
mean, we took the payroll tax up and we caught hell 
for it, Mr. Speaker. But they are going to raise com-
mercial rates? They are going to raise . . . Who stays 
in most of our commercial space, Mr. Speaker? It is 
our international business partners. They are not go-
ing to be happy. Because as we know, most of the 
office spaces in this Island, they run on a London 
lease. And that means the tenant pays everything, Mr. 
Speaker. So, I suspect— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, just . . .  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I would advise the Honourable 
Member. I believe he has an interest to declare on 
that commercial space that he is talking about. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I do 
have to declare an interest, Mr. Speaker. And you 
know what? I feel sorry for my international tenants. 
Because that side are always talking about how we 
have to look after our international partners. But they 
are going to hit them in the payroll tax department, 
and they are going to hit them in the commercial de-
partment, Mr. Speaker. 
 And just while we are at it, additional to taxes, 
the Minister, the Finance Minister says that he is go-
ing to borrow another $125 million. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
I could have sworn that two years ago, the Finance 

Minister said that he is a good planner. And we al-
ready heard about the failed crystal ball prediction 
about interest rates going up, Mr. Speaker. We know 
that. We know that is a failure, as some of the other 
things that have failed with regard to his predictions, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 But he borrowed $800 million, Mr. Speaker. 
And he told this House that that is going to last us 
three years. Well, Mr. Speaker, not only did it not last 
three years—I think we have got $95 million left, so I 
am told; we have got $95 million left—but, Mr. 
Speaker, he is going to borrow another $125 million, 
plus he is going to raise all these additional funds 
through taxes. So we have a bit of a problem, do we 
not, Mr. Speaker? The crystal ball is no longer work-
ing. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, so we are going to raise 
taxes. We are going to borrow another $125 million. 
We hear about shared sacrifice. And we talk about all 
this watching of spending. We are going to look at our 
expenses and whatnot, Mr. Speaker. But you know 
what, Mr. Speaker? In the last few weeks, what have 
we seen? We saw the Bermuda Tourism Authority 
give a private entity $180,000 loan, interest-free. Do 
not have the details on it yet, but we hope to get it 
next week. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have BTA [Bermuda Tourism 
Authority] board members, most of them, receiving 
$20,000 a year. Mr. Speaker, $20,000 a year to sit on 
a board. How many meetings did they attend, and 
how long are they? Do a little simple math, Mr. 
Speaker. I reckon it is between $500 and $750 an 
hour. That is what we are paying these board mem-
bers. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, tourist numbers went 
down! Hotel beds occupancy went down! And we paid 
them, some of them, most of them $20,000 a year. 
And we paid the CEO, I do not know, we still do not 
know what the number is, Mr. Speaker. It is getting 
close to where I have been saying all this time, be-
tween $500,000 and $800,000, is it not, Mr. Speaker? 
Yes, sir, it sure is. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, as I said before, I do not 
mind paying high wages for someone who is going to 
do a job and do it right. A game we are familiar with, 
Mr. Speaker, both you and I, is football. How many 
coaches in the English football, Berkeley’s league, do 
not have a job right now? And they started in August. 
There has been a lot of chopping. You know why, Mr. 
Speaker? They do not perform, get cracking! Okay. 
Let us hope that this year it turns around, Mr. 
Speaker. Let us hope the numbers turn around. Be-
cause that is the word! Tourism has a new life! We are 
on the right track! We are excited! It is a new day in 
tourism! 
 And the former Tourism Minister for the UBP 
is now the Chairman of the BTA board. And we know 
what his record was like, Mr. Speaker, when he was 
Tourism Minister. But I am hoping, I am hoping, for 
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their sake and Bermuda’s sake, that we do see a 
turnaround. We have got some work to do, because, 
you know, we lost 5 per cent last year, Mr. Speaker. 
And you know what? Do it so people can understand. 
You take $100, Mr. Speaker, you lose 10 per cent, 
what have you got left? Ninety dollars. Well, $90, you 
go up 10 per cent? Where are you at? Ninety-nine. 
So, see, when you lose 10 and then you gain 10 from 
where you lost, you need more than 10 to get back to 
where you started. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am looking forward to the 
tourism numbers surpassing over 7 per cent this year. 
So we will see. To get back even, to get back even, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we hear much talk from the OBA 
about how they can manage and how they are finan-
cial gurus and all this stuff. The Honourable Member, 
Mr. Richards, came up $26 million short, Mr. Speaker, 
and had $9.5 million overspend. Hmmm. I think, 
again, our Shadow Minister told him that, last year, it 
was not going to work. So, Mr. Speaker, we will see 
how things unfold this year. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, if we look at the very first 
page of the Honourable Finance Minister’s Budget 
Statement, in his second paragraph, he says, “We 
took over at a time the economy was in free-fall. For 
the first time, thousands were unemployed.” Mr. 
Speaker, I just want to correct that. It is not the first 
time in our history that thousands were unemployed. 
In 1991/92, we had an 8 per cent unemployment rate 
under the UBP. So it was not the first time, Mr. 
Speaker. So let us just get that correct. Okay? Let us 
get it correct, Mr. Speaker. Let us not make it look like 
the PLP caused all this unemployment and dah-dah-
dah-dah-dah. 
 Mr. Speaker, also on the first page, third-last 
paragraph, “In terms of Government finances, we are 
implementing a budget control system, monitoring 
performance and reducing spending.” Hmmm. Well, 
Mr. Speaker, “monitoring performance and reducing 
spending.” We all remember there was a Singapore 
trip that was taken not long after they got Govern-
ment. That was $50,000 for three people—$50,000, 
Mr. Speaker, for three people to go to Singapore on a 
fact-finding mission about gaming! Well, what model 
are we taking? Where is the Gaming Commission go-
ing to get all the information from? I read in the news-
paper that they are going to Maryland. All of a sudden, 
Singapore is out the window? 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, if I 
may. It may be more clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And I can speak to this be-
cause I was on that trip, and I know how worthwhile it 

was because we did not have to go traipsing all over 
the world like the previous Government might have 
done. 
 The model that actually formed the legislation 
and all of the things that were involved with regard to 
the [Gaming] Commission and so on are based on the 
Singapore model. That is how significant it was. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, thank 
you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, then, why are we go-
ing to Maryland? Now, maybe the Honourable and 
Learned Member is getting a little confused. Now, I 
am not talking about Jetgate, you know. I am not talk-
ing about that private trip. I was talking about the leg-
islation that the commissioners are currently trying to 
formulate. So maybe the Honourable and Learned 
Member is getting confused. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
just because I do not want the Member to be mislead-
ing. 
 The commissioners are actually dealing with 
the regs. The regulations come after the legislation. 
The legislation was based on the Singapore model. 
They are now dealing with the regs, which have to be 
really fine-tuned in relation to Bermuda. So they may 
want to look somewhere else as far as that goes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, Mr. Speaker, I will 
stand by that, and I will not be deterred. I am going to 
stick to the wicket, Mr. Speaker. 
 When the OBA and the Finance Minister talk 
about monitoring performance and reducing spending, 
I told you about the Singapore trip. And, Mr. Speaker, 
okay. So we are going to Maryland to sort out regs. 
But the regs are in a casino in Maryland, which would 
have probably cost maybe $3,000 to go over. But we 
still went Singapore for $50,000. Maryland regula-
tions, Singapore fact-finding, $3,000—$50,000. Okay, 
Mr. Speaker, you do the math. 
 Mr. Speaker, speaking of monitoring perform-
ance and reducing spending, we have the CEO of the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, and we know that he is 
making $295,000 a year; we know that. We know he 
is getting $75,000 a year for housing allowance. What 
we do not know is what this 30 per cent bonus is. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, hopefully, that will come out this 
week. But, you know what, Mr. Speaker? Even if that 
bonus is a minimum amount, do you know that the 
CEO of the Bermuda Tourism Authority makes more 
than the Premier? He will make more than the Gover-
nor, and he will even make more than the President of 
the United States. 
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 Now, Mr. Speaker, if we are going to pay one 
man more than our Premier, more than our Governor, 
more than the President of the United States, and the 
numbers fall in his first year? And he is still here? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker. 
You do the math on that one, and explain to me if we 
are getting a bang for our buck, that this man makes 
more than our Premier, who I know works hard. Now, 
that other gentleman that sits up on the hill, I am not 
sure how hard he works because I do not spend any 
time with him. But I know how hard President Obama 
works. And this guy makes more than him—makes 
more than those three fellows, Mr. Speaker! Talk to 
me about that. I want somebody in the OBA to say 
Amen to that one, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes. 
 Mr. Speaker, on page 5 in the Honourable 
Finance Minister’s Statement, second-last paragraph, 
second sentence, “The Government regards . . .” Oh, 
no, let me read it from the beginning, Mr. Speaker. 
“Another way to buttress our financial independence is 
to be successful in our efforts to revitalize our hospi-
tality sector. The Government regards this”—and here 
it is, Mr. Speaker—“The Government regards this as a 
national economic imperative and will do whatever it 
takes to ensure that success.”  
 But what does the Government do? They cut 
the BTA’s budget! Now, I do not get it, Mr. Speaker.  
“The Government regards this as a national economic 
imperative and will do whatever it takes to ensure . . . 
success.” But, I will tell you what. We are cutting your 
budget by $1.6 million. Wow! Wow, Mr. Speaker, $1.6 
million! 
 Now, I will tell you what. There are always a 
lot of little chirps from over there, Mr. Speaker, about 
that company, GlobalHue. And we all know about 
GlobalHue, Mr. Speaker. And I will tell you what. The 
Members opposite would talk about how we paid them 
$20-odd million, Mr. Speaker, no more than what we 
paid other people. But I will tell you what. GlobalHue, 
when we did hire them, gave us the highest number of 
air arrivals than we have ever had in our history, and 
had, Mr. Speaker—had, had we not had a worldwide 
economic downturn, Lord knows where we would be 
in Bermuda. We would be flying high—flying high! 
 But I will tell you what! I have a question for 
the One Bermuda Alliance and the BTA and the CEO. 
It is, Why have you not made a call to this company 
that is one of the most successful marketing compa-
nies in America, GlobalHue? Why not? Because he is 
perceived to be a friend of Dr. Ewart Brown, our for-

mer Premier? Well, I hope it is not because he is 
black. Because it seems like every time, Mr. 
Speaker—every time when the UBP/OBA were in Op-
position, Mr. Speaker, it seemed like every time a con-
tract was given, especially a big contract, to a black 
enterprise, there was a lot of noise. Always seemed 
that way. Check the records. 
 But why do they not just for once pick up the 
phone, have a chat with the fellow who runs Global-
Hue, Mr. Speaker? Most in our history ever air arri-
vals, and we do not have a conversation? I would 
have had a conversation, Mr. Speaker, for sure. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister 
also says, on page 9, “In two years this Government 
has changed the reputation of Bermuda as being un-
friendly to investors to an investor friendly environ-
ment where global businesses feel comfortable to in-
vest in our country again.” 
 Mr. Speaker, we hear from the Government 
Members all the time about how unfriendly we were to 
business. We were, and I still hear it. We were un-
friendly to them, Mr. Speaker. Yeah. Mr. Speaker, I 
guess the PLP was the reason that XL Reinsurance 
stock went down to $2.00 from $65.00. Mr. Speaker, 
the PLP Government unfriendliness is why AEG was 
bailed out by the US Government, and they changed 
their name, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we were unfriendly. We were 
unfriendly to business. That is why we had Newstead, 
Tucker’s Point, Reef’s, Daniel’s Head. And you want 
to talk about Daniel’s Head, we will talk about that, 
too. Club Med, Ariel Sands, Mr. Speaker, all under a 
PLP Government. Butterfield Bank, Mr. Speaker. If we 
were an unfriendly Government—Butterfield Bank. 
The Progressive Labour Party saved Butterfield Bank, 
and they are operating today. And you see the report 
this week, Mr. Speaker, $109 million this year, or last 
year. Right? Saved by the Progressive Labour Party, 
Mr. Speaker. We are not friendly? Who were the 
Board of Directors of the Bank of Butterfield at the 
time, Mr. Speaker? Hmmm, hmmm. Was it Progres-
sive Labour Party Members? Any Government Mem-
bers on that board? If there are, I will sit down and let 
one of my colleagues stand up. But I do not think so, 
Mr. Speaker. No, no, no. No, you do not. 
 When was Bermuda most buoyant, Mr. 
Speaker, in our history? Between 1998 and 2008, Mr. 
Speaker, our most buoyant, in our history, in our his-
tory! Anyone who owned a company between 1998 
and 2008, Mr. Speaker, had record sales. And if they 
did not have record, they were pretty close to it, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, before I finish up (because 
I know time is getting close), we talked about India 
earlier. The Honourable and Learned Member from 
[constituency] 25, Mr. Pettingill, talked about India and 
why should we . . . You know, the only thing we ac-
complished by going to India was they wanted to send 
things to Bermuda. And it does not make sense. 
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 Well, Mr. Speaker, his colleague, Mr. Glen 
Smith, brings in cars from India! So, I suggest that Mr. 
Glen Smith have a chat with his colleague, with the 
Honourable— 
 
The Speaker: We refer to the constituencies. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Constituency 14. Yes. 
Cannot forget that constituency, right? 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what I am saying is that the 
Honourable Member Pettingill shot that down when 
we said, Look, you know what? We are striking a rela-
tionship, trying to build up. 
 
The Speaker: You have been doing very well. Stay to 
the constituencies. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, constituency 25, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, you know, we are try-
ing to build relationships, trying to get people to come 
to Bermuda and do business of some kind. And as the 
Honourable Member from [constituency] 14 will tell 
you, that is why he is bringing in cars from India, be-
cause he can get them for a good price, and he is 
probably selling them for a good price. And the people 
of Bermuda benefit, do they not, Honourable Mem-
ber? Yes! Come on. You do not have to be quiet. You 
can speak up. 
 Okay, Mr. Speaker, so that is how it works. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, let me finish on this note because I 
know my time is short. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. It is up. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: It is up. Yes. 
 Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair is going to recognise the Honour-
able Minister from constituency 19, Pembroke West. 
Honourable Jeanne Atherden, the Minister for Health 
and the Environment and Seniors, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate my colleague, the Honourable Finance Min-
ister, on a Budget that I believe addresses what Ber-
muda is facing and offers Bermudians hope. I believe 
that it brings the Government spending under control 
and that it makes Bermudians believe that monies will 
be found for those who are vulnerable and need as-
sistance. 
 The Throne Speech for each party sets the 
tone for their budgetary process. There will be a dif-

ference of opinion in terms of what each party be-
lieves the priorities should be with respect to the funds 
available, the expenditure and the funds received, the 
revenues. There could also be a difference of opinion 
on how revenue is generated. All this is normal and 
good. But where I think I have a problem, and which is 
not good, is the difference of opinion in fiscal control, 
living within one’s budget and not borrowing to finance 
capital projects. 
 Good governance worldwide, Mr. Speaker, 
demands focusing on debt, living within what the gov-
ernment can generate and making sure that govern-
ments do not bankrupt the countries. I think, Mr. 
Speaker, that what our Government and the Minister 
of Finance has done is to strive and avoid this. We 
must not spend money that we do not have. Even if 
the project is a good one, if you do not have enough 
funds to move it up the priority chain, Mr. Speaker, 
then it will have to wait. That is what fiscal decision-
making is all about, being able to say no when you 
have to. 
 Mr. Speaker, many of you are parents. And 
you have, sometime in the past, have had to say no to 
something that you would like to have, because you 
cannot afford it and you do not need it. I am sure you 
have even had to pass up on a good deal because 
you could not afford it; it was not a need. 
 The OBA Government said in the Throne 
Speech, Mr. Speaker, that we would be focusing on 
actions to increase the economic recovery and build a 
new foundation of opportunity to help Bermudians 
grow and prosper. The introduction of Government 
fees for the Bermuda radio frequency spectrum is one 
of the new fees that have been generated, Mr. 
Speaker 
 And I believe that right now, when the Mem-
ber for constituency 5 made reference to the debt and 
indicated that Government had lots of money out 
there that it could not collect, I think if he had looked 
at the Budget Statement that we have, he would have 
realised that this Government recognise the amount of 
debt was outstanding and, by virtue of the fact that we 
were committed in the Throne Speech to amend the 
various tax Bills, that we were basically saying that we 
were going to go after that money and we are going to 
find it, because it is owed to us and Bermuda should 
have it. 
 Earlier, when I talked about priorities and al-
ternatives, Mr. Speaker, I was trying to get ourselves 
to understand that what we do here is about looking at 
what one Government can say that it wants to do and 
what the Opposition said that it might want to do, be-
cause if you can understand that we are all dealing 
with options and, therefore, what we implement might 
be something that the Opposition might choose not to 
implement, but it is a decision that we make. 
 And sometimes, it is important to understand 
that just because you do not implement something 
does not mean that you have not considered it as an 
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option. And I would use as an example the suggestion 
of embracing the growth of money service, the money 
service business as a new business line. Because, as 
the Finance Minister indicated in the Budget State-
ment, that in the Throne Speech we thought about the 
money business, and we thought about instituting 
that. But the reason we did not was because the pay-
ment services business could not be supported at the 
current time. But because we believe that it was 
something that we should actually undertake, we indi-
cated that we intended to make amendments to the 
Money Service Business Regulations [2007]. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: And, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, what I did when I was going through, I was 
trying to, in the true spirit of saying, Let us see what 
the Opposition was putting forward, I was going to try 
and look at what I believe was good and try and look 
at what I believe was something that we might not 
implement, but at least it sounded good. So I had my 
little list, going down and saying, That sounds good, 
but no, I do not agree. And I think what I want to make 
the House and even people listening understand is 
that there are lots of decisions that have to be made. 
We made a decision that hotels, gaming, aircraft and 
shipping register and aquaculture were important 
things for us to deal with. 
 The Opposition made a decision that, instead 
of our gaming, online gaming was important to them, 
and instead of our aquaculture, the Blue Economy. 
But those are different choices. And I say that. And 
even though I put them right next to each other, they 
are a form—aquaculture and Blue Economy is a form. 
So I wanted us to understand that sometimes, it is the 
same thing, going at it a different way. So when we 
had the discussion about . . . I think it was the sugges-
tion about the Crown Corporation. And we were say-
ing, Well, hey, that is just like a quango, because the 
features, et cetera, are very similar, I wanted us 
around in the House here, and also the public who are 
out there listening to us, to understand that some-
times, it is just a different version of something.  
 But right now, we have to remember that we 
are the Government. And we are the Government that 
has to make the decisions on what we are going to 
implement. 
 And I wanted to recognise that when we made 
the decision that we were going to diversify our tax 
base because we recognise that things needed to be 
changed, we just decided to get assistance, not be-
cause we were not going to rely on the home-grown 
resources. And that is good, because sometimes you 
forget that you are a big fish in a small pond and you 
actually need somebody who can give you some ad-
vice and allow you to take advantage of what other 
people are doing. 

 We hold ourselves out as having global mar-
kets operating here, Madam Deputy Speaker. That 
means companies who operate here expect that infra-
structure and human capital are to be up to the global 
standards. And I am pleased that we have workforce 
development working to grow our home-grown talents. 
There will be some new jobs on the horizon. Hope-
fully, Bermudians will embrace taking their skills and, 
with training, transferring them into the new opportuni-
ties. And I think sometimes, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
we forget that some of the times when one door 
closes, another one opens. So that people coming out 
of one area will be able to go into another. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, public debt to Ber-
muda is like having multiple credit cards to the home-
owner. At some [point], the homeowner has [to de-
cide] not to borrow anymore, tighten their belts and go 
without, while slowly paying off one card at a time so 
they wind it down to zero, until not only do they have 
one card, but they are in a position to pay the card off 
just at the full payment time and do what we all should 
do—using the bank’s money for free, rather than pay-
ing the bank to use their money. 
 And that is what we are trying to do in Ber-
muda. We are trying to get ourselves down where we 
can start living within our revenues and be able to turn 
around and not have to go into debt. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I applaud the Fi-
nance Minister for adding his new rule of borrowing 
only for capital expenditures. All current expenditures 
must be financed from current revenues. I applauded 
him last year when he said a 7 per cent [reduction] in 
the first year, 5 per cent in the next year and 3 per 
cent in the year following, because you have to get us 
back to living within our means. We have to balance 
our budgets. 
 The intention to establish an international in-
dependent committee to report on fiscal progress of 
the Government will increase transparencies and in-
ternational credibility. Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Honourable Member Blakeney, from constitu-
ency [13], talks about trust and transparency. We 
have a number of matters which will be reviewed by 
our local committees. The idea of helping to bolster 
our credibility and confidence is important, because 
our overseas creditors are relying on our ability to get 
the budget under control, and the world market will be 
comforted with our credit rating if we are able to man-
age this. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, when the PLP Gov-
ernment came in (and this was back when they first 
came in) I thought they might have implemented some 
of the strategies they are now proposing to implement, 
because back then, they had money. They were left 
with money. And so, it is just unfortunate that right 
now we are hampered because lots of the things that 
we might think about implementing, we cannot be-
cause we are deep in debt. 
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 Madam Deputy Speaker, questioning is not a 
bad thing. Constructive criticism is quite all right. But I 
am a little concerned when someone said, The OBA 
does not value the workers. And it was even sug-
gested . . . And the reason I say that is because you 
have to go and you have to . . . The unions acknowl-
edged that some persons could be more efficient, and 
they said it. And I want us to understand it is a fact of 
life that there is a sort of range of individuals at both 
ends of the spectrum. You have some persons who 
are very good, and at the other end of the spectrum, 
you have some other person whose performance 
could be pulled up to standard. 
 And it is important that we understand that, 
because we have been criticised as if to say that we 
have gone out there and said all these negative things 
about Bermudian workers. The reason I have to high-
light that, Madam Deputy Speaker, is if you go to page 
10 of the Budget Response (and if you do not mind 
me, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to read 
that), it says, almost down to the bottom, “Our public 
servants are hard-working citizens, most of which go 
above and beyond the call of duty. There may be, 
however, some workers who do not give a full day’s 
work for a full day’s pay. Those persons do an injus-
tice to themselves and to our country, and we must 
ensure that we streamline the grievance process so 
that managers have the tools to deal with non-
performing employees.” 
 The mere fact that it is here means that it is 
acknowledged. And I think we should be able to ac-
knowledge that, because if you do not do that, then 
you are turning around and you are not dealing with 
the fact that in some cases the performance that we 
have or the lack thereof has resulted in us not being 
as productive as we should be, and it has resulted in 
sometimes, persons taking the position, Well, why 
should I do more? Because somebody else is not do-
ing enough. 
 But also, Madam Deputy Speaker, the other 
point that I want to make, because it really bothered 
me, because if you then go to page 11, I totally sup-
ported the suggestion that “we . . . professionalise the 
civil service and introduce fixed term contracts and 
performance based pay for senior managers . . .” I 
thought that was an excellent idea. And, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, I am going to say to the Opposition, Well 
done! Because I can tell you, in the private sector, this 
is the type of thing that we would look at to see what 
would happen. But even more so, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I like the idea of saying that, in addition to 
performance-based pay . . . And if I can just read this 
for a moment, Madam Deputy Speaker, “we must . . . 
ensure that we are investing in the training of our civil 
servants at all levels. The increased investment in 
training will not only improve the output of civil ser-
vants”—and I underlined this—“but will increase their 
readiness for and attractiveness to the private sector 
employers.”  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I take the position 
that there are not enough Bermudians to go around. 
The civil service, the public sector, is too big. The pri-
vate sector needs some more of these good assets to 
transition in there. And therefore, for me, I want Ber-
mudians to rise to the highest level in each area. Be-
cause it is important for us that every person, man, 
woman and child in this country makes a contribution 
to the labour force. So I am used to these initiatives, 
and I really do like this suggestion. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, there are a couple 
more things that I just want to say, because having 
said that I was going to be . . . As the Opposition 
Shadow Finance Minister suggested, I really did try 
and look at this from the point of view of saying, It is 
our job as the Government to come up with the 
budget, because we were elected to come up and not 
only put forward initiatives in the Throne Speech, but 
we were also elected to come forward and show how 
we were going to spend the monies and produce the 
results. 
 I understand that, as the Opposition, it is their 
job to come up and try and look at what we are doing. 
It is their job to turn around and put in alternatives. 
And you know what? I do not have a problem if they 
put out an alternative and we look at it later on and 
say we are going to use it. Because if it benefits the 
country and we implement it and implement it well, the 
country will love us and we will still be around after 
2017. So, Madam Deputy Speaker, it is important for 
us to be turning around and looking at what they are 
suggesting. 
 I just want to go down and look at a couple of 
items, because as I went through, in the spirit of say-
ing . . . Not everything that they said was something 
that I was going to agree with, but I wanted to . . . You 
know, they were talking about economic diversifica-
tion. Well, I thought that is a good idea. Because, as 
we go forward, that is the other side of us saying that 
we were going to have somebody come in here and 
help us look at our tax base and look at what we are 
doing. 
 A lot of times, it is the opposite sides of some-
thing that we are doing. It is not that we are saying 
that we are so wide apart on what we are looking at. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, also, when we 
started to look at, on page 25, when we were talking 
about the Bermuda Fund, you know, to me, that is an 
excellent idea. Because going forward, we have lots 
of things that we want to do. And if we are able to turn 
around and give people in Bermuda the opportunity of 
being able to use their money and help us build 
things, that will not only allow things to get done, but it 
will also make sure that they have some economic 
returns. 
 In terms of, there were some projects, some 
worthy projects that I believed were very useful. And 
investing in the Green Economy and also the civil in-
frastructure—well, Madam Deputy Speaker, when I 
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looked at that, I said to myself, This is one of my col-
leagues has their hands full, and depending on which 
one is at the Ministry, because right now, that is what 
we are having, the civil infrastructure are some of the 
things that we are having some of our greatest chal-
lenges. And the difficulty is we do not have the 
money. And because these things have not been 
dealt with, we are having to turn around and take the 
bubblegum and take the shoestrings and turn around 
and hold it together, whereas if we had the money, we 
would have been able to turn around and deal with it. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want to 
say that . . . And I am going to leave some time for my 
other colleagues to turn around and talk about what is 
important. As a Government, we take our responsibili-
ties seriously, and we have come up with some good 
ideas. I once again want to congratulate the Minister 
of Finance, Minister Richards, because I believe that 
the Budget deals with ideas, lets people know how we 
are going to get the economy back to work. 
 I am also glad that we have indicated, and we 
were very clear when we spoke to the country, that we 
are still going to try and look for that 5 per cent. Be-
cause that is going to get us back on that path to start 
living within our means. 
 So all the other opportunities, and as the Min-
ister of Finance said before, he did not put it in be-
cause if he could not quantify it, then he is not going 
to turn around and try and guess at something and try 
and sort of count something that is an egg until it is a 
chick. So at the point in time when we actually have 
that, we will be able to, Madam Deputy Speaker, show 
that we realised our goal. Thank you very much, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to the economic . . . If there are no other 
Members . . .  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number (bear with me) 23, from Paget West, 
the Honourable Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin, Minister 
of Community, Cultural Development and Sport. You 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I believe that we 
have had a reasonably fulsome discussion respecting 
this particular Budget, both in terms of what has been 
presented by the Government and that Response that 
we have received from the Opposition. 
 Let me say that, as I walked through the 
streets in Hamilton just for a brief minute between 
here and my other office, the one thing that came at 
me in terms of the man-in-the-street first-blush re-
sponse is that, Why is it that we have an Opposition 
Finance Minister who has such thin skin? 

 I smiled at it, because the comment that was 
made, according to the Honourable Member’s Re-
sponse to the [Budget] on page 30, basically high-
lighted two references to newspaper articles or op-eds 
that had been articulated in recent press. And it was 
like, “On February 19th,”(if I may just refer to it on 
page 30) “after doing my job as Shadow Minister . . . 
in a proper functioning democracy, holding the gov-
ernment to account and fulfilling my duty to examine 
government funds, I was greeted with . . .” a comment 
that he deemed too negative from the Junior Minister, 
Sylvan Richards, JP, MP. 
 Now, he also went on to say that Honourable 
Member (and I am not sure which constituency), but 
the Honourable Member, Shadow Minister for Com-
munity and Cultural Affairs, also had a Letter to the 
Editor concerning Bermuda Day holiday. And that let-
ter, the Honourable Member took exception because 
one of our honourable colleagues also indicated that 
there was an objection to that article, that op-ed. 
 But, Madam Deputy Speaker, surely if the 
Opposition feel that they have the right to make a 
statement in our democratic society and under our 
circumstances, then surely, Members of the Govern-
ment, who happen to disagree with that opinion, also 
have that right to articulate their thoughts and con-
cerns. So to say, to have such thin skin, to basically 
. . . You know, it is almost like when you listen to chil-
dren on the playground saying, Oh, you talked about 
me, so I’m going to tell teacher! And that is the feeling 
and the impression that we got, this I’m going to tell 
teacher kind of mentality. We have to know that we 
are here not just to be able to articulate what we think 
is appropriate, but also to be able to accept and un-
derstand that there is constructive criticism that will be 
meted out. We deal with it every single day. And that 
there are people who see things a little bit differently. 
 So I think that that is important to mention. 
 Now, let me also mention one other comment. 
And that is, we heard the Honourable Member (and I 
have the page) indicating that he wishes to . . . They 
congratulated us on page 17 of the Response. They 
congratulated us with respect to the landing of the 
America’s Cup. And we want to see it work, and we 
want to work together. But yet, that same Honourable 
Member, just two weeks ago, in another committee on 
which he chairs, for which he is the chair, was asking 
for sensitive documentation to be presented to that 
committee for the perusal of that committee at a time 
when the release of that document, which had pro-
prietary information, would have been inappropriate. 
 So, how can you on the one hand say that 
you want everything to work, We are going to em-
brace you! We want to make sure everything is won-
derful and fine! Yet, give us this information that could 
scupper the entire deal! And, you know, we are look-
ing— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. Point of order! 
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The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 18. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House.  

First thing is, I did not request anything. It was 
requested by the Public Accounts Committee. So let 
us get that straight. Secondly—secondly, the re-
sponse never came from the Ministry as to why the 
documents were not forthcoming. If a response would 
have come from the Ministry, then we would have 
moved on. The Ministry decided to respond after the 
fact in this House. We are having a hearing later, and 
that is it. 
 So, if you want . . . Madam [Deputy Speaker], 
if the Honourable Minister wants to talk about what 
happened then, she should get her facts correct. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister from con-
stituency number . . . 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I said the committee for which the Member 
is the chair! Am I wrong in that? I do not care where 
the instruction came from. The committee— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order! 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The committee of 
which the Member is the chair. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah! The Chair recognises the 
Opposition Finance Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading]  

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. She said that Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am saying the 
committee for which that Honourable Member is the 
chair requested sensitive documentation and wanted 
it to be presented at that time. 

 Now, in a public forum, when . . . Firstly, the 
information had not even been presented to this Hon-
ourable House. And there is a reason therefor. Be-
cause there are certain things that are proprietary that 
are inappropriate, and we were not going to run the 
risk of giving information out prematurely. Not that 
anybody has anything to hide from the taxpayer, but it 
is a question of timing. 
 And I believe that Honourable Members have 
to recognise that there are things that are appropriate 
to share at certain times, and there are things that are 
not. That was one thing that was not appropriate to 
share! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order,  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Honourable Member . . . I wish the Honourable Mem-
ber would stop wasting time and get on to the Budget. 
But the committee has the right to ask officers for any 
documents. Once they notified us that it is sensitive, 
we just left things alone. Okay? We have a right to ask 
questions. And the Honourable Member is aware of 
that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 23. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Honourable Members are going to follow what 
they normally do whenever I stand on my feet.  
 
An Hon. Member: No, no, no, no! 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And they are go-
ing to attempt to throw me off of my presentation. But 
they will not. I will not be deterred! Because I know! I 
know the mischief that we have seen over time in cer-
tain attitudes and actions, and we just want to make 
sure that we are going to protect the people of Ber-
muda— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order! Point of order! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Shadow Minister of 
Finance. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 
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Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is imputing improper motives to sug-
gest that it is mischievous to request documents relat-
ing to the spending of public funds. I think it should be 
withdrawn. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 23. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am going to 
speak to page 10 of the Reply to the Budget. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Member, would you continue to stand to your 
feet? I would like to be able to hear you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That would mean that I expect 
to have silence. Thank you. 
 Member, please continue. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, may I also say that 
on page 10 of the Response, we saw . . . And my 
honourable colleague, the Minister for Health, alluded 
to the exact comment that I wanted to speak to. And 
that was an acknowledgement and recognition by the 
Opposition in this Response that there are some chal-
lenges that we need to be able to address with re-
spect to the staffing of the civil service. 
 The Honourable Leader of the Opposition in 
his presentation stood and said, Those people out 
there want to make our civil servants feel like they are 
a bunch of worthless no-good good-for-nothing peo-
ple, that they don’t do any work . . . That is not the 
issue! It is very clear that we are ad idem on this par-
ticular issue, that there are areas within the civil ser-
vice for which there can be efficiencies and improve-
ment. And we have said it, and now the Opposition 
have said it. 
 But here is what is very interesting, is that the 
civil service had been reviewed on command by the 
previous Government, in 1999, in 2006 and in 2010. 
At no time with any of those three civil service reviews 
were there any substantive moves made to be able to 
create the efficiencies of which they speak today. It is 
amazing. 

 You know, former Member of this Honourable 
House, Jim Woolridge, used to say that the reason he 
did not want to sit on that side of the House is be-
cause the sun shines in his eyes. He would rather 
have his back to the sun, sitting over here. He was 
never happy having lost the situation of having the 
privilege of sitting on this side of the aisle. 
 Well, let me just say that, clearly, the sun is 
shining somewhere that maybe somebody is blinded 
by it. And I really am concerned, because now all of a 
sudden, in retrospect, there are inefficiencies that 
have been had and absolutely nothing has been done 
about it, after three civil service reviews and studies—
not one, not two, but three. So if that does not make 
you wonder about how genuine Members are in their 
criticism . . . You know, I do not have a problem with 
criticism, never have, as long as it is constructive. 
What we hear is noise. And that noise becomes a little 
bit of an irritant because what it does, it speaks nega-
tively to how we can work together, if at all, for the 
better good of the people of Bermuda. And that is 
what our aim is here.  
 Now, we have heard Members opposite indi-
cate that they did an absolutely wonderful, sterling job, 
their Shadow Minister. And in some instances, there 
are one or two things that I have to say I would give 
them credit for. I try to give credit where credit is due. 
But let me just say that if you focus on your 10-year 
vision when we are under the gun with the finger on 
us and a foot on our neck today, what is going to hap-
pen in 10 years’ time is of no consequence. As re-
cently as today, I had a conversation with an Honour-
able Member indicating that there was an individual 
who needed some assistance in a particular area ur-
gently. 
 Bermudians want to be able to work, they 
want to be able to eat, they want to be able to pay 
their bills and support their families—basic, right now, 
immediate and instant. So some of the things that you 
will see within this Budget Statement that my honour-
able colleague, Bob Richards, has presented, Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 11 has presented 
are ones that will address the negative challenges that 
we are facing at the moment and the financial state 
that we find ourselves in. 
 What I find very interesting is, on page 30, all 
of a sudden, the Honourable Shadow Finance Minis-
ter says that this is not the PLP’s mess that the OBA 
is cleaning up. This is Bermuda’s mess! I ask the 
question, Who wrote the cheques? Who wrote the 
cheques to put us in this serious, negative financial 
situation? It was not the we. It was the they who were 
responsible. And while it really does not assist, par-
ticularly, to start continuing to point fingers and place 
blame, what is important, Madam Deputy Speaker, is 
for at least for once in their life, acknowledge that they 
did something wrong! They made mega-mistakes and 
put us way behind the eight ball. 
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 I heard the Honourable Member from con-
stituency number . . . 32? Honourable Member Zane 
De Silva. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Constituency 29. 
[He] listed off a plethora of projects that have been 
done in order to justify the expenditure and the deficit 
and the debt that has been incurred under the last 
administration. 
 We heard him very clearly say what he had 
spent. But the question is, for the people of Bermuda, 
What did it cost? Anybody can spend, you know, 
$100.00, $200.00, $300.00. But if you have only got 
$50.00 worth of return, then that has to be the ques-
tion. Nobody cares what you spent. What did you get 
for what you spent? What did what you [bought] really 
cost? That is the operative question. 
 Let me also make mention of the Finance 
Minister’s borrowing of $800 million. That $800 million 
that was borrowed, I heard a Member opposite read a 
Ministerial Statement about the interest. But the one 
thing that has been fed to us as a diet almost inces-
santly from the Finance Minister was that, with our 
international commitments, if we went back to the 
market year by year by year, the question would start 
to beg, Do these people know what they are doing?  
  As a result, it was more expedient and it was 
just a better approach to borrow one lump sum at a 
time and then you worked on that. It was not intended 
that that $800 million would have run out. But the real-
ity is, when you start getting some of the supplemen-
taries that came through from before, the inability to 
be able to balance or to decrease as much as we 
would have liked, that money has been eaten into. We 
have had some additional strain on that as a result of 
us landing the America’s Cup, where, in fact, we have 
to invest some money to get some money. 
 But let me speak to one particular project of 
which the Honourable Member spoke, in [constitu-
ency] 29. And that was about the swimming pool. And, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, let me say about that swim-
ming pool. It was the most ridiculous, inane decision, 
based on hindsight. Now, what has hindsight done? 
There is an Olympic-sized pool that is not fit for any 
FINA [Fédération Internationale de Natation] competi-
tion! It is not properly done! I remember the criticism 
at the time—Look at it. Make sure that you communi-
cate with the proper people. Make sure that we do 
what is right. We spent, I think the Honourable Mem-
ber said $21 million. That might be the number, 
somewhere in that vicinity. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Or $31 million, 
whatever the number is, and I do not wish to . . . The 
number, I do not wish to mislead, so somewhere be-

tween or maybe north of $21 million was spent in or-
der to put that pool in place. 
 But what happened? You put a dive pool in a 
swim pool environment, which means that now you 
want to heat the pool. And in order to heat the pool at 
that National Sports Centre, they are spending some-
where north of $500,000 annually just to heat, just for 
the electricity for that particular . . . And why? Be-
cause the dive aspect of the pool is 16 feet deep; the 
swim aspect is 5 feet deep. So you would not be in a 
position to heat the pool effectively with that much 
volume of water. 
 Did it make sense? No, because we cannot 
do anything with it. We cannot hold an Olympic . . . I 
mean, we cannot hold an Olympics, period. But we 
cannot even hold a basic FINA meet because what 
we spent $20-plus million on is not even basic in order 
to be able to accommodate what is an international 
competition. So it is not so much what you spent. It is, 
what value did you get for what you spent? And what 
we have seen is clearly an inability. 
 And what is interesting in that regard, as well, 
is that this was not . . . Because the National Sports 
Centre is run by the trustees. This was not a matter 
that the trustees have said, Let me do this because I 
think that this is a nice to-do. They were directed and 
instructed from the previous administration to put a 
pool there, notwithstanding they rallied against it. Be-
cause they recognised that what was being asked for 
was inappropriate. 
 So when I hear that we spent $21 million; yes, 
we did. But did we get what we were paying for? That 
was my question. We know what you spent, but what 
was the cost? 
 We had things such as within the department 
for which I am responsible, things like Financial Assis-
tance and child day care, where just prior, just so 
happened to be prior to the 2008 general election, 
there was a wonderful additional benefit that was of-
fered called child day care allowance. And what was 
interesting, when I did some research from that de-
partment, found out that, at the time, the average cost 
per child was somewhere around $400 to $500 per 
month. But the Government came up and said, We 
are going to pay $800 per month! No rhyme or rea-
son, no actuarial extrapolations, nothing to support or 
justify, but just something that says, We are going to 
give $800 a month. 
 It looks to me in retrospect like we were 
spending public money to buy private favour, because 
it just happened prior to an election that that $800 . . . 
And what did that do? As I have been advised, that 
most of the day-care facilities raised their costs to 
$800 because that is what the Government is going to 
pay! These are the kinds of decisions that we pay for 
as we go on. 
 One of the other challenges . . . How much 
time do I have, Madam Deputy Speaker? 
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The Deputy Speaker: 15 minutes 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Oh, thank you 
very much.  
 Now, we have spoken to the issue of diversifi-
cation of the economy. And I think that what is impor-
tant to understand is, as I said, we have to look at, 
how do we feed this person who today knew that he 
needed to have food by Monday? Can he get his food 
certificates today to ameliorate the challenge that he 
was facing? Are we going to leave our people hungry? 
So it is okay to say, In 10 years’ time we are going to 
have everything so wonderful. But if you are hungry 
today, 10 years’ time is of no consequence and mat-
ters not to you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 But let me just tell you some of those areas in 
which we are looking at to diversify the economy—not 
just tourism, but that is an obvious one. I found it 
really almost amazing, interesting, that Members op-
posite would have been so negative towards the Tour-
ism Authority and stand here today talking out of both 
sides of their mouth, trying to sit on a picket fence with 
both ears on the ground at the same time, by saying, 
How could you not increase the budget for these peo-
ple that we did not want you to have them there in the 
first place? 
 And then we heard about, in the Reply, that 
there was somewhere like (I think page 30 or some 
such; I will have to find it), that there was $49 million, 
equivalent in today’s terms, that would have been 
spent way back when (page 14). “It would take $49 
million dollars today to have the same impact that $27 
million had 25 years ago,” which is the amount that 
was spent 25 years ago. 
 But one of the things that I remember very 
clearly, and perhaps one of the dangers of being here 
and of listening very carefully and of internalising the 
information that is given, is that the previous Govern-
ment resented the idea that, within that $49 million 
expenditure, one of the challenges was that the tour-
ism people of the day were utilising some of the tour-
ism budget to advertise private hotels. And they railed 
against that and said, No, we are putting our foot 
down on that! And that ought not to happen, and that 
the private enterprise, the hotels, should be advertis-
ing themselves and the hotel authority (it was not 
called the “hotel authority”; it was called the BHA, 
Bermuda Hotel Association) were responsible for sell-
ing Bermuda.  
 So the $49 million to which the Honourable 
Member alluded, which would be today’s value of the 
$27 million 25 years ago, did not . . . We are compar-
ing apples with oranges. Because 25 years ago, the 
costs were selling Bermuda and selling the hotels. 
Strip out the hotel component—I do not know if the 
Honourable Member has done that math; I have not. 
But I can tell you that if we are going to match, if we 
are going to criticise, at least let us be honest and 
compare like with like. 

 So, some of the areas that we are looking at 
in terms of diversification, because one of the things 
that we have to acknowledge and recognise is that we 
have the big companies, the ACEs, the XLs, the 
mega-job companies that came and landed and cre-
ated many, many job opportunities within our local 
environment. The model changed with mergers and 
acquisitions and downsizing and outsourcing and all 
that like within the private sector, has changed the 
face of what it is that we are going to see. 
 So we are not going to see the 100- or 200-
employee company coming and setting up shop in 
Bermuda and hiring that many people and bringing all 
of their intellectual capital and their executives with 
them. What we are likely to see more of is perhaps 
some smaller conglomerate in a particular type of in-
dustry that might even only bring eight or 10 jobs to 
the table. But that is going to be the new model. And 
we have to be able to change with the changing times 
to acknowledge that this new model is now the opera-
tive. 
 That new model, we will start to look at things 
such as IT and e-commerce. The Honourable Mem-
bers opposite spoke of that. We want to look at, can 
we possibly make Bermuda an international arbitration 
centre? Things that will help to bring additional reve-
nue and services such that we will have additional 
money flowing into the economy and an additional tax 
base on which to raise revenues. 
 We are looking at things like biotech and trust 
businesses that we effectively had some before, lost it 
to a different jurisdiction, and now we have to do what 
is necessary to try to woo it back. Because these are 
things that can happen, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I want to speak to 
the issue of where we have such righteous indignation 
about this 30 years and the airport. Let me put things 
in proper perspective. We finished a new hospital this 
past year. That hospital project was $249 (I believe 
was the final number) million. Boasted up the entire 
time it was on time, it was on budget. Well, ultimately 
it ran a little bit late. But for a project of that magni-
tude, I guess you can understand there was some-
thing that went wrong, and it was a little bit late. So, 
while it was meant to open, I believe, April 1 or some 
such, it did not open until later on in the year. That is 
not the issue to which I am referring. 
 The issue to which I am referring is the hypoc-
risy that comes that says that the Members opposite 
who arranged the financing for that facility, with $240 
million or thereabouts project cost, committed the 
country to paying a $40 million balloon payment upon 
the handover of the key, that is $40 [million], and to 
pay $2.5 million per month, which would be $30 mil-
lion a year, for the next 30 years. That comes up to 30 
times 30 is $900 million, plus the $40—$940 million! 
And they are sitting there and have the temerity to 
criticise this Government . . . And that money, may I 
add, is being paid out monthly—being paid out 
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monthly! So they have the temerity to criticise this side 
for saying . . . And it is a 30-year. Let me just make 
sure that we put this in proper perspective. It is 30 
years.  
 We have not seen the final conditions of the 
airport. But I can say that if we are looking at one 
ranking pari passu with the other in terms of the time 
limit, then we are talking about 30 years where the 
payment back would be generated from the revenue 
from the airport structure! So it is almost like saying, 
We organised the 30-year commitment, and it was 
okay for us to do it, but you cannot do it over there! 
How hypocritical is that? Does that make any sense? 
And does that help the people of Bermuda? 
 Are we hearing from the Opposition, You 
ought not to do that, is that saying that you should not 
be investing money in the infrastructure so that our 
people can get some work? Is that what they are say-
ing? I know that is not what they intend, because we 
know that we promised that we would provide jobs for 
our people, and we never said that we would put 
2,000 jobs at one time. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The Honourable Minister, I believe, is inadver-
tently misleading the House, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
and I will tell you why. She is saying that the hospital 
is the same as the airport. The big difference is this: 
The Honourable Member, the Honourable Dr. Gib-
bons will know. The learned Member (from [constitu-
ency] 22, right?) will certainly know that the deal that 
was made was that in order to finance the hospital, a 
1 per cent increase in hospital fees was given per 
year and approved by this House five years before the 
project was completed. That is where the money 
went.  
 Now, the difference between the hospital and 
the airport—this is the misleading point. I have to give 
you that information. The misleading point is this, that 
the money collected through extra fees at the hospital 
to pay for the construction of the hospital comes from 
within Bermuda and stays in Bermuda. The difference 
is the money collected down at the airport to pay for 
the airport leaves the country! Big difference! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 23. 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. Thank 
you very much.  
 Let me just say I am speaking to 30 years of 
lack of revenue coming into the Consolidated Fund or 
into the hospital board’s ability to have money to 
spend. And it is a 30-year project. That is the opera-
tive point. 
 Let me also say that the project . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Let me also say—
Sorry.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member . . . Oh, and what was also very interesting in 
that instance is that the hospital, they never budgeted 
in their numbers for the operational costs, which is 
very, very interesting. So do not sit here and start to 
be righteous and holier-than-thou and say that we are 
doing things wrong. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. The Chair recognises 
the Member from constituency 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I believe the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I would say that if that is true, then bring the 
information here. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from 23. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 It is true. It is true. Remember, I served as 
Minister for Health, and I was able to see and have 
access to the information. So if the Honourable Mem-
ber has Parliamentary Questions, he can certainly 
bring them and we will be happy to let them know the 
level of deficiency that they had in terms of their ap-
proach towards capital projects. It is very obvious. 
 We heard the Member opposite indicate that, 
you know, We are talking about pie in the sky and 
nothing has arrived. Well, let me just say all I want to 
hear is, what happened to Park Hyatt, if we are talking 
about pie in the sky and no project manifesting itself? 
 Let me also say that one of the reasons why 
we can categorically and confidently say that we have 
begun to forge international partnerships, that we do 
have people coming to the table, notwithstanding we 
heard one Member opposite say that he has been 
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made aware that somebody came and they were not 
allowed to be considered because CCC has some 
kind of lock on it. The Honourable Finance Minister 
asked, Bring some evidence. Because in the absence 
of it . . . 
 And I know the Honourable Member does 
have a challenge at times, because I remember not 
too many months back, he came out and said, Oh, I 
embellished that a little bit. I talked about Jungle 
Room; I didn’t know anything about Jungle Room. So 
when you say that sort of thing, it makes me question 
what much else you have embellished along the way. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: But let me just say 
that the one thing that we did not do, when we do 
have people coming to the table, we do not demand a 
premium up-front. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any Members who 
would like to speak to the Budget Statement Debate? 
 The Chair recognises . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair does not recognise 
anyone at this point. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21, Pembroke South East, Shadow Minister 
of Home Affairs, Mr. Rolfe P. Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 What prolixity by the former speaker, the 
Honourable Minister! 
 I guess in year one after the election, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I guess they could still say it was the 
PLP’s economy and you hear all the tired metaphors 
of looking under the hood and such. I guess in part of 
year two, they could still say it was the PLP’s econ-
omy. But certainly by the end of year two, going into 
year three, we can firmly now assert that this is the 
OBA’s economy and they have to take ownership of it. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want to refocus 
the discussion, as late as it is, back to page 7 of the 
excellent Reply to the Budget that was authored by a 
brilliant son of Bermuda, that being the Honourable E. 
David Burt, who is the Shadow Minister for Finance. 
And on page 7, Madam Deputy Speaker, he wrote the 
following (and if you may indulge me, I quote):  

“‘Mr. Speaker, one could be mistaken to think 
that the Minister of Finance wants to prolong the re-
cession. These aggressive cuts are bad economic 

policy as our economy has still not recovered. The 
Minister bragged that he was going to be more ag-
gressive than the SAGE Commission recommended, 
but surely the Minister must realise that to create addi-
tional headwinds with the economy in its fragile state 
would not help us achieve escape velocity and return 
to economic growth.’” 
 That was last year, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
And that was issued by the Shadow Minister in his 
Reply to the current Finance Minister’s Budget. 
 Moreover, this year, [the] same Shadow Min-
ister had this to say, and it gets back to my point 
about the OBA taking ownership for the current state 
of this economy. It is the OBA’s economy now. Mr. 
Speaker, on page 7, it says, and I quote— 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Page 7 of the . . .? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Of the Reply, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, okay, yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Nice to have you back. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Third paragraph:  

“Mr. Speaker, so said, so done. We have all 
felt the effects of last year’s budget; we have seen 
joblessness rise, visitor arrivals fall, businesses close 
and our infrastructure continue to crumble. But, Mr. 
Speaker, the best indicator of the Finance Minister’s 
poor decision-making is in the results. With his ag-
gressive cuts, the Minister expected the deficit to be 
$267 million. The Minister is now forecasting a deficit 
of $300 million—which is greater than the deficit pro-
posed by the PLP’s alternate budget proposed last 
year. This should serve to remind us, Mr. Speaker, 
that not even this Minister of Finance can change the 
laws of economics: His cuts weakened the economy, 
his cuts helped revenue collapse, his cuts pushed visi-
tor numbers to decline and his cuts led to a wider 
deficit than expected.” 
 Simply put, what the current Finance Minister 
and his OBA team have done has proven to be con-
tra-cyclical and has exacerbated the lack of demand 
in the economy, thereby entrenching economic dislo-
cation, recession, joblessness and the like. 
 Mr. Speaker, we were presented with the 
hard-core facts of OBA management of this economy 
over the last few months, largely from bodies such as 
the Department of Statistics, I should say, which indi-
cated that Bermuda is now experiencing record levels 
of unemployment. You will note, Mr. Speaker, that in 
the black community, [unemployment] is at 12 per 
cent, the highest it has ever been since recording, in 
contrast to 4 per cent in Bermuda’s white community. 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 27 February 2015 931 
 
The overall rate right now, I believe, stands at 9 per 
cent. 
 You will note also, Mr. Speaker, that 790 jobs 
were lost in this economy last year alone! Again, this 
is the OBA’s economy now. And, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to just backtrack a little bit to our dear Junior 
Minister from constituency 7, who keeps coming and 
presenting the old pre-election, what I call “false nar-
rative” of the OBA, the one that was designed to scare 
and frighten people, to cause anxiety in the commu-
nity about Bermuda’s economic health and the PLP’s 
role in that condition. I say “false,” Mr. Speaker, be-
cause the twin aspect of that narrative centred around 
the alleged damaging impact of term limits and, along 
with that, of policy decisions with respect to the in-
crease in payroll tax. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, we have seen term limits 
eliminated under the OBA. We have seen a liberalisa-
tion of payroll tax, or should I say, an increase in pay-
roll tax of late, but a liberalisation in terms of work 
permit policy. But yet, the economy has not turned 
around. It has actually gotten worse under the OBA. I 
say, Mr. Speaker, that they have acted in a contra-
cyclical manner. Because no matter how hard it may 
have been to them ideologically, their quasi-austerity 
focus has been counterproductive and has damaged 
growth in the country at a time when we need it the 
most. If the private sector cannot inject the sort of de-
mand the economy needs right now, we know the 
state of banking in terms of lending. It is dried up. We 
heard the story, which is phenomenal in Bermuda, 
from one of the leading entrepreneurs, Mr. Smith,— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —the Honourable Member 
from [constituency] 14. And he related the experience 
that he and his colleagues and his company had to go 
through in applying for a major loan and the guaran-
tees they had to put up, even down to their personal 
holdings! 
 This from perhaps the second (I would guess) 
largest auto dealership in Bermuda. That shows you 
what time it is under the OBA Government. As I said, 
year three, it is the OBA’s economy now. 
 But you know, Mr. Speaker, there is a larger 
issue that we still need to confront. And by the OBA 
and persons like that MP from constituency 7, who are 
insisting on keeping the false narrative going, it pre-
cludes us from having a more important conversation, 
which is what the Shadow Minister and this side of the 
aisle have been trying to foster, about where we are 
going over the next 10 years! We need to be con-
cerned about 2025, and how we get there!  
 Mr. Speaker, I am of the view that we are at 
an inflection point in this economy, an inflection point 
that is analogous to what we saw in the mid- to late-
1980s, early 1990s, when as chronicled by studies 
such as Professor Ronald Mincy’s study on young 

black males, we saw a (I just want to get this right)—
we saw a significant change in the industrial composi-
tion of our economy. 
 What do I mean by that? In that mid-, late-
1980s, early-1990s period, we saw Bermuda transi-
tion from being an economy that was dominated by 
the resort tourism industry, which began to go into a 
structural decline, which we are still grappling with. 
That had a profound effect upon Bermuda and its 
people. 
 We also at that time, Mr. Speaker, though, 
saw a concomitant rise in the growth of international 
business, centred around the various insurance mod-
els that took root here, catastrophe, reinsurance— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Catastrophe insurance— 
come on. You know what I am talking about. 

This has been a period that has not been 
overlooked as much, but one in which we need to re-
new our efforts to understand. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, I think that we could be 
on the cusp of going through another transition like 
that, I can see a significant change again in the indus-
trial composition of our economy. And let me tell you 
what I mean, Mr. Speaker. Sir John Swan alluded to it 
the other day in his op-ed in the paper, just had a little 
half-a-paragraph there about, along with the idea that 
somewhere we were at the cliff’s edge. And he al-
luded to what is going on in terms of our insurance 
industry right now. And this is what I mean that, in 
some ways, it could be paralleling to be analogous to 
what took place with the transfers from tourism to in-
ternational business. 
 And in terms of the challenge right now what 
we are seeing with respect to our insurance industry, 
is as follows: In the Royal Gazette, page 23, February 
the 18th, in the business section, written by Raymond 
Hainey, the headline says, “Jobs impact in merger 
spree.” And there is a photo here of one of the OBA’s 
key advisors, Mr. Peter Everson.  

In that, he speaks about the growing mergers 
that are taking place in Bermuda’s insurance industry. 
Over the last three to four months, we have witnessed 
one of the new boys on the block, Fairfax Financial 
Holdings, from Toronto, taking over or buying out the 
Brit Group. We have seen more familiar names like 
XL Group announcing a merger with Island-based 
Catlin, a $4 billion merger (again quoting from the 
Royal Gazette).  

We have seen Axis Capital Holdings merge 
with PartnerRe, worth $11 billion. RenaissanceRe, an 
old reliable in Bermuda in the context of insurance, 
the reinsurance industry here, “has struck a deal to 
acquire a fellow Bermuda reinsurer Platinum in a $1.9 
million deal.” 
 Mr. Speaker, the rationale for these mergers 
is to cut costs. Why? Because of an overcapacity in 
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the market, an overcapacity driven by things such as 
insurance-linked securities. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I believe the 
person speaking— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, did I ask you to 
speak? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Your point of order, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Come on, Honourable Member! I 
know it is late. Yes, what is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I believe the 
speaker is unintentionally misleading the House and 
the country. 
 
The Speaker: What do we need to know? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: These mergers are not cre-
ated primarily to cut jobs. They are created to 
strengthen the organisations. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, I did not say 
they were primarily created to cut jobs. I said that the 
mergers are being driven by the need to cut costs! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, point of order. I 
think the Honourable Member is unintentionally mis-
leading the House. 
 The reduction in costs may be part of it. But 
the real issue with a lot of these companies is to find a 
synergy between the different companies so that they 
are larger and have more capacity and more capital to 
be able to have strength in the market. Thanks, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Yes, MP. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, I talked about 
the overcapacity in the market largely driven by insur-
ance-linked securities. And as Mr. Everson says here 
(and I quote), “‘if consolidation did not happen—that 
companies would struggle to compete, be taken over 
anyway or go out of business altogether.’ Mr. Everson 
added that the growth of new areas such as insur-
ance-linked securities, which include catastrophe 
bonds, was an example of new business models and 
one where Bermuda had carved out a significant 
share of the market. But he said: ‘Sadly, it doesn’t 
provide the same level of jobs per billion dollars of 
capital as the insurer and reinsurer does.’” 
 So, the point is that, again, we could be see-
ing a major structural change in this economy right 
before our eyes. Remember, when the last shift took 
place in the mid- to late-1990s, it was perceived that 
the growth of international business around the rein-
surance model is what in some ways helped Bermuda 
deal with the decline in tourism. Some would argue 
that we have been eating at the top of the global food 
chain over the last quarter-century. Just earlier, I had 
my colleague, the Honourable Mr. Zane De Silva, 
from constituency 29, talk about the Great Recession 
in the late 1980s, early 1990s, which I alluded to ear-
lier. The rise of the insurance industry is what is per-
ceived to have saved Bermuda. 
 The question is, Where do we go from here? 
Because once these two companies merge, Mr. 
Speaker, and we anticipate (they know, they have 
announced, most of them, that there will be job cuts; 
that is one of the benefits of these mergers) that we 
will see perhaps significant decline in the level of em-
ployment in this sector. If I have a merger before me, I 
do not need two CEOs. I do not need two COOs, 
CTOs, CFOs; go right down the organisational chart. 
Already we have heard rumours that one company 
has already lined up at least 38, 39 people to go, most 
of whom are Bermudians. We will see how that plays 
out over the next coming days, and I am sure more 
announcements like that will follow. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, so this is the issue we 
need to be really talking about instead of, as we often 
hear, about what the PLP allegedly did to this econ-
omy. Because even back then, Mr. Speaker, while 
they keep talking about what term limits did and what 
payroll tax did, without naming, if you notice, any 
companies that supposedly left, you never get any 
hard evidence of what that damage was supposed to 
have done. I suspect for most of us, it was just maybe 
a few expats a little teed off about the fact that they 
cannot enjoy the degree of entitlement that previous 
waves of them did in an earlier era! So they can go 
around here and put comments in the heads of these 
people on the other side of the aisle to try to pressure 
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them, to lobby them, to ensure that they can get the 
same degree of entitlement that others did— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Come on! Come on! 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —like Mr. Everson, like Mr. 
Kowalski, who, I might add, the writer for the Royal 
Gazette, the business columnist who just the other 
day (I remember when he came here about eight or 
nine years ago) has just gotten his permanent resi-
dency certificate. 
 Mr. Speaker, we need to address these is-
sues, these major structural challenges that are affect-
ing this economy. Mr. Speaker, I might just want to 
just segue here a little and talk about the other dimen-
sion to this, about what is happening in terms of the 
global economy and how it can impact upon Bermuda. 
I just want to draw the attention to a column written 
here by Jonathan Kent. It is called “The Business Fac-
tor.” I think it may have come out of the Bermuda 
Magazine. And it says here, it is talking about . . . The 
headline is “The Machines Are Taking Over.”  
 And I quote: “According to some business 
academics, it may become even more difficult for 
those seeking a traditional job in future as advances in 
technology further reduce the need for humans in the 
workplace. In the past, automation tended to free 
people from drudgery to do other jobs, raising produc-
tivity and prosperity in the process. Are we now enter-
ing an era when automation will replace jobs in a 
faster pace than the economy can create new, more 
productive jobs to replace them?” 
 A paper by Carl Benedict Frey and Michael 
Osborne of Oxford University entitled, “The Future of 
Employment: How susceptible are jobs to computeri-
sation?” concludes that jobs in 47 per cent of tradi-
tional occupational categories are at high risk of being 
automated during the next two decades. Again, 2025. 
He concludes that jobs such as . . . that will lead to job 
losses are even jobs such as accountants and audi-
tors within the next 20 years: 92 per cent of retail 
salespeople, 86 per cent of real estate agents and 
55 per cent of commercial pilots. So even jobs con-
sidered as a safe bet to give one a good living are set 
to come under pressure from increasingly powerful 
and capable computers. 
 That is why, Mr. Speaker, I was very happy in 
our document today, our Reply to the Budget, to see a 
commitment to STEM learning. STEM learning—
science, technology, engineering and math, which I 
have talked about consistently in this House—is 
something that we need to ramp up on, that we need 
to ensure that our students are going to be prepared 
for, this challenge on the twenty-first century. 
 Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the Finance Minister 
held his breakfast that they say is traditionally held 
after the Friday when the Budget is delivered. At that 
[breakfast], you had the comments by Mr. Everson, 
again, and Mr. Nathan Kowalski, to persons who 

speak quite authoritatively on economic matters. The 
expression “feed the beast” was articulated. And it 
was articulated in a way to convey that the size of 
Government is too big. I guess they were trying to say 
is like we need to stop feeding that beast. It is an un-
fortunate turn of phrase. I think some people may 
have felt a little uncomfortable hearing the term 
“beast” being associated with that. 
 But, you know, Mr. Speaker, what they never 
ask is, Why is the civil service, unlike the private sec-
tor in Bermuda, overwhelmingly composed of black 
Bermudians? You never hear them ask that question, 
neither Mr. Everson nor persons like Mr. Kowalski or 
generations who came before them. It is just consid-
ered the norm the way Bermuda is. You see, that is 
why it is a very serious issue here when it comes to 
the issue of shared sacrifice. Because if you are see-
ing, as the figures seem to indicate, shared sacrifice 
falling on, disproportionately, one segment of the 
population, but yet you have a Government whose 
support base is comprised of persons who can be 
considered the top 5 per cent, the top 1 per cent, and 
a support base which is comprised of Bermuda’s 
white community in general, we know that these are 
the underlying factors which are also hindering our 
ability to come together and deal with these critical 
issues. Let us not talk around it, because that reality 
exists. 
 Mr. Speaker, part of the reason why I think we 
have, even in 2015, what I call this “bifurcated em-
ployment sector,” a public sector largely of black Ber-
mudians, a private sector, particularly in the higher 
management and leadership levels, whites, is some-
thing that goes back in our history. And when I say 
“history,” I am talking about our modern history. Be-
cause we can go back to the 1960s when this transi-
tion began to take place. Calvin Smith, who sat in this 
House as a former MP, was also the first black civil 
servant, who came here in the late 1960s from Can-
ada, where he was educated and worked at the De-
partment of Statistics. 
 
The Speaker: He was the first civil— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The first black civil servant. 
 
The Speaker: Was he not the first statistician? Not 
civil servant. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: No, no, no, no. Well, from 
what I understand, there were black educators. But 
they were not necessarily considered civil servants. 
 
The Speaker: He was not the first black civil servant. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: He was the first— 
 
The Speaker: Statistician. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. First Bermudian stat-
istician. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, 
point of clarification, if I may, Mr. Speaker, if the Hon-
ourable Member would yield for a second. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The first black civil 
servant was actually a lady who was made to work in 
the post office and my father was responsible for that. 
So I am conscious of that. I do not remember the 
name . . . Shirley Nearon was the first black civil ser-
vant. That would be back in the 1950s. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Yes. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: What position did she 
have? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: A post office clerk? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. I know Calvin was the first 
statistician. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, I mean, my uncle 
Barry Jackson was at the post office, too, before 
probably . . . But I am saying he was the first officer, 
the first person of that higher management level. That 
is the point I am making. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, okay. I stand cor-
rected. 
 
The Speaker: Keep going, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: But the point . . . My time, 
my time is escaping here. 
 Calvin Smith, whom we most of us are familiar 
with, says that there was a time during that late-1960s 
period when Sir Henry Tucker, the then-Government 
leader, came under heavy pressure by the British, for 
example, through Government House, who were con-
cerned about the growing unrest, cycles of trade union 
disturbances, political unrest that was becoming more 

of a regular feature of the Bermudian social and politi-
cal landscape of that era. 
 And the British, through the Governor, were 
trying to convince Sir Henry and his party then that 
they needed to open up employment, particularly for 
the growing numbers of educated black Bermudians 
who were coming back into the country, those who 
may have attended your alma mater and others lo-
cally, and gone away to go to university. They were 
coming back and finding that they were not able to get 
jobs in the private sector. 
 We know in the public sector at that time, 
other than people like—again at the higher levels, 
other than people like Cal Smith, most of those posi-
tions for civil servants at the management levels, up-
per levels, were largely British expatriate, who were 
working under the Colonial administration. This was 
before the modernisation of Bermuda’s Constitution in 
1967 via the Constitutional Conference in which it was 
later implemented in 1968. 
 What was interesting, according to Calvin 
Smith, is that Sir Henry Tucker is reported to have 
replied to the Governor, in his request that Sir Henry 
Tucker use his good offices to open up employment 
for black Bermudians, Calvin Smith informed that Sir 
Henry Tucker’s response was as follows—I am para-
phrasing somewhat: We can open up employment for 
them in the public sector, but our people in the private 
sector are not ready for that yet. 
 So my point is that the roots in the modern era 
of this bifurcated employment reality in Bermuda, 
again a largely black-dominated public sector and a 
white-dominated private sector at the higher levels, 
was something that got renewed impetus back in that 
period. Of course, maybe it was easy to throw the Brit-
ish expat civil servants under the bus. Certainly if they 
did not leave, I am pretty sure that Sir Henry Tucker 
and his colleagues, who had dominated the local 
economy then, could find a place for them within the 
private sector of Bermuda. Many of them maybe are 
still living here today, along with thousands of others 
who poured in here during the 1960s period alone. 
Over 6,000 Anglo migrants came into the country, as 
chronicled by our colleague’s book here, the Member 
from constituency 17— 
 
The Speaker: He wrote a book? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —who wrote, in Bermuda 
and the Struggle for Reform: Race, Politics and Ideol-
ogy, 1944 to 1998, written by Walton Brown, Jr., who 
chronicled that— 
 
The Speaker: I think you want to wake the Honour-
able Member up. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: No, I am wide awake.  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, he is wide awake.  
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 Who chronicled that, in the 1960s alone, over 
6,000 largely Anglo British migrants flooded into the 
country. So I guess part of the reason, Mr. Speaker, 
that we could not have too many blacks being allowed 
to go into the private sector, notwithstanding their 
qualifications, we had to make room for the white An-
glo migrants who were flooding in there largely for 
political purposes. Read the book yourself! 
 And so, at the same time, we had a UBP that 
was talking about integration and fielding white and 
black candidates to foster that image at the same time 
the white, largely Anglo oligarchy was determined to 
find a way to ride the wave of democratisation in such 
a manner that  would preserve white privilege and 
white hegemony of Bermuda’s social and economic 
life. The roots of Bermuda’s underdevelopment in 
terms of Bermuda’s black community in the modern 
era can be found, I think, right during this historical 
period.  
 So, I hope that people like Mr. Everson and 
Mr. Kowalski and the hundreds of Bermudians, largely 
OBA supporters, who write these disparaging remarks 
about the quality and about the competency of people 
in the civil service, who make remarks about the fact 
that maybe we need to stop feeding the beast—which 
reminds me of an old Reagan-era meme from that 
period, talking about “starve the beast,” so we can 
reduce the size of government, so we can get these 
people to stop being able to take advantage of enti-
tlements. 
 
The Speaker: You have one minute. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And a lot of that was code 
language for “black Americans.” But we know some of 
the same dynamics were happening here, Mr. 
Speaker, and continue to happen here today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to conclude by saying 
that I just hope that we have a good, productive de-
bate on this economy. Like I said, we also need to 
look beyond our own noses here. There are major 
structural changes that are affecting us in Bermuda 
and this economy. We need to be prepared for that, 
and we need to prepare our people for that. We can-
not simply . . . And this is a great fear we have about 
the OBA/UBP is that they are going to replicate the 
old model—the old model that saw others having to 
just wait for crumbs to fall off the table and are not 
going to be able to, once again, get a substantial 
stake in this economy. We think that would be another 
generational waste of talent and opportunity for our 
people. Thank you so much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: I did not say to start yet. Just a minute, 
Honourable Member. You are rushing tonight. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
An Hon. Member: You have got all night! 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Government Whip, from Smith’s South, constituency 
8. 

N. H. Cole Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to begin my presen-
tation by commending the Minister of Finance for a job 
well done. And I am not just saying that on behalf of 
myself. I am saying it also on behalf of members of 
the community whom I have spoken with in regards to 
this Budget. We were all expecting the worst. We 
were expecting a sour pill, but it was, you know, a little 
like lemonade, so to speak. It was not tart, tart, tart. It 
was something that we could live with. And that is 
what the general sense of it was in the community. 
 A number of my PLP close friends said, You 
know, I am not prepared . . . She said, We may not 
agree with how the Minister of Finance delivers his 
message. But we will not question his knowledge and 
management of the economy. 
 And to me, that was a true testament that we 
have a Minister of Finance who is respected by most 
of the community. He is respected for his capability, 
and people feel safe in his capable hands. So I com-
mend him for the job well done, and say that people 
are supporting his endeavours and do not feel com-
promised by what has been said here today. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me continue. Before I get into 
my presentation, I would like to just comment a bit on 
what was said in the PLP Reply to our Budget. First of 
all, I would like to commend the Shadow Minister of 
Finance for Vision 2025. In my estimation, this is a 
truly, truly aspirational document. I cannot say that I 
would call it a budget document. It flowed like a three-
year Throne Speech.  

We are here to deal with the finances of the 
country for the year 2015/16. And what I see through-
out this document is a wish list. So I think, aspiration-
ally, I would give him 90 per cent. For a Budget Book, 
I would say maybe 60 per cent. So, Mr. Speaker, 
those are some of my comments. 
 I would like to also speak to the point, one 
other point in regard to his comments. And I remem-
ber raising those issues last year. Now, my friend, the 
Honourable Shadow Minister of Finance, I know he is 
a very capable person, a very knowledgeable person, 
and he is a thorough person. But I do not quite under-
stand what made him not do his research. 
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 And I raised this issue last year. He said, on 
page 26, “Create a Bermuda Fund.” And I will read 
what he says, Mr. Speaker:  

“Mr. Speaker, if we are to create long-term 
economic growth, we need to use the tools at our dis-
posal to invest and generate economic activity in 
Bermuda. There is a high level of investment exper-
tise in Bermuda, and the Government should take ad-
vantage of this expertise by creating a Bermuda Fund. 
This fund, which can be seeded with a small portion of 
the pension funds that are under the control of the 
Government, would allow Bermuda to tap into the in-
vestment expertise on the Island while providing an 
additional outlet for our large pension funds to invest 
more of their monies in Bermuda-based equity in-
vestments.” 
 Mr. Speaker, if the Shadow Minister of Fi-
nance did his research, he would find that a fund of 
this nature already exists! A Bermuda Fund already 
exists. Mr. Speaker, if you will allow me, this fund is 
marketed by one of our banks. And the objective of 
the fund is very similar to what the Shadow Minister 
was trying to achieve.  

I will read what the objectives of the fund 
says: “To achieve long-term capital growth and in-
come by investing in a diversified portfolio of Bermuda 
assets.” And, Mr. Speaker, this fund is a public fund. 
The minimum subscription is $1,000, so you can have 
institutional investments; you can have retail invest-
ments. It is open to the public. Mr. Speaker, the fund 
already has $12.17 million invested in it. And the re-
turns have not been bad—2014, the return was 
2.51 per cent; the annualised return for the last three 
years was 11.2 per cent. The annualised return for the 
past five years is 4.75 per cent. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am just surprised that the 
Shadow Minister of Finance did not do his research, 
because he is just re-creating the wheel in regards to 
this Bermuda Fund. It already exists, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, one other comment that I will 
make. The Shadow Minister of Finance opened his 
comments by saying (and I quote): “Mr. Speaker, 
never before in our country’s history have we faced 
the situation that we do today: Bermudians are losing 
hope. When you canvass the hills of Bermuda or visit 
the community clubs, it is not unusual to hear Ber-
mudians say, ‘Bermuda is finished’; ‘I’m looking to 
move’; ‘I don’t see a future here in my country.’ We 
are faced with a crisis of confidence of our people, 
who fear for their job security, who fear for their chil-
dren, who fear for their future.” 
 Mr. Speaker, we all live in an environment that 
is ever changing. And at the end of the day, we need 
to be prepared to manage ourselves for these 
changes. And if we do not continuously re-equip our-
selves, we will feel a level of discomfort. Mr. Speaker, 
as I said, I have spoken to a number of people, and 
they do not share the Shadow Minister’s confidence. 
A number of people have said to me, Listen. We are 

in this together. We have to pull together in the same 
direction. We have to row together in the same direc-
tion to ensure the success of this country. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I do not see people up and 
going. And in fact, a few people who have left Ber-
muda have eventually returned because they find it 
more difficult in the countries that they emigrated to. A 
lot of people have gone to England; they could not 
find employment. A lot of people have gone to the US; 
they cannot find employment. Three or four years’ 
time, they return back to Bermuda. 
 So, you know, the grass is always greener 
overseas, but at the end of the day we still live in 
paradise. And yes, we have challenges. And we will 
manage our way through the challenges just like we 
have done many times before. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to add my 
comments in regards to our Budget. First of all, as I 
said, I would like to commend the Minister of Finance, 
first of all, for taking a look at the possible structural 
efficacies of Bermuda’s tax system. I think this is long 
overdue. It should have been done before. In fact, I 
would have looked at it in our first or second year of 
being in Government. Because at the end of the day, 
the tax structure that we have in place is aged. And I 
am not saying that the review would tell us that we 
have to change it. But what I am saying is, as a pru-
dent Government, we will look at the fiscal policies to 
make sure that they are most appropriate and can 
serve Bermuda well in the twenty-first century and 
beyond. 
 So I commend him for embarking upon this 
study. I commend him for engaging or planning to en-
gage CARTAC, the Caribbean Regional Technical 
Assistance Centre. And I look forward to the decision 
on the outcome of the analysis. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I did some research on this 
because it piqued my curiosity. So I said, What is 
Bermuda’s gross revenue that is taxed revenue in re-
gard to GDP? And the Budget Speech says our Ber-
muda Government revenue against the GDP is 19 per 
cent. So I said, Well, where do we stand in regards to 
other jurisdictions? So if you will allow me to share 
this with you, Mr. Speaker, and this came from the 
World Bank’s website. And, as I said, our tax revenue 
versus GDP is 19 per cent.  

If you look at some of the more advanced 
countries, if you look at Australia, that ratio is 21 per 
cent. If you look at Barbados, it is 25 per cent. If you 
look at Canada, Canada is low, it is 11 per cent. If you 
look at Denmark, another advanced economy, 33 per 
cent of Government revenues to GDP. In Dominica, 
another small island state, it is 21 per cent. And re-
member, we are at 19 per cent. Finland, another so-
phisticated economy, [is] 20 per cent. France [is] 
21.4 per cent. Small Grenada [is] 19 per cent. Ireland 
[is] 22 per cent. Jamaica [is] 27 percent. Malta [is] 
27 per cent. The Netherlands [is] 19 per cent. 
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 My point is, maybe it is time for us to assess 
whether the current tax system that we have for Ber-
muda serves her well, going forward in the twenty-
first, twenty-second century, and that I think the time 
is right that this be done now. And I am very suppor-
tive of the Minister and these endeavours. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have also talked about the 
Budget. And I am going to go through an exercise that 
I do not think has been done today. Let us see where, 
Mr. Speaker, one dollar of government revenue goes. 
So, Mr. Speaker, just remember one dollar. For each 
dollar of revenue, where does it go? Slice off the debt 
servicing. That is thirteen cents. Slice off salaries, 
wages, employee overhead, personnel costs and 
training. That is fifty-three cents. Slice off the renting 
of government buildings, Mr. Speaker. That is nine 
cents. Slice off insurance for government. That is nine 
cents. 
 Mr. Speaker, before we talk about any bene-
fits to any social programmes or infrastructure, we are 
at eighty-four cents! So, out of the dollar of tax reve-
nues, eighty-four cents goes to HR, debt servicing, 
renting government buildings and insurance. There is 
nothing to social programmes, nothing to scholar-
ships. 
 So I will keep going. I said, Well, we have 
eighty-four cents. Now, we go to government grants 
and contributions. Government grants and contribu-
tions total twenty-nine cents out of the dollar. So if we 
have eighty-four cents and twenty-nine cents, you can 
see we are over the dollar already! We are over the 
dollar, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, at the end of the day, we have to correct 
this, because from an economic point of view, it is not 
sustainable. How can we provide value for service to 
the people of this country if we are spending eighty-
four cents on a dollar on administration, HR, debt ser-
vicing, and twenty-nine cents to the people of this 
country? Twenty-nine cents. Let me break this twenty-
nine cents down a bit more, Mr. Speaker. 
 We have two-point-one cents of every dollar 
going to the Tourism Authority. We have four-point-six 
cents [of every dollar] to Financial Assistance and So-
cial Assistance. We have fourteen cents going to hos-
pital patient subsidy and Mid-Atlantic Wellness. We 
have four cents going to Bermuda College and the aid 
to schools, and six cents to the Bermuda Housing 
Corp. So, Mr. Speaker, to the social programmes, the 
social programmes, twenty-nine cents. But yet we pay 
fifty-three cents to salaries, wages, and then we also 
spend eighteen cents for renting Government build-
ings and insuring Government liabilities. 
 So again, Mr. Speaker, I am saying this be-
cause any prudent person would say, Listen. This is 
unsustainable. If we are to manage our economy so 
that we can be respectful, so that we will not incur 
debt for generations to come, so that we will not even-
tually become insolvent, we have to pare back our 
expenses. 

 Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, as I said earlier, 
for every dollar we spend, we realise fifty-three cents 
goes to salaries, wages, employer overheads, per-
sonnel costs and training. That is the biggest portion 
of any dollar. So whenever you are talking about cut-
ting expenses in a Government department, from a 
dollar point of view, you know it is going to impact 
employees. Just like the private sector, it has to im-
pact employees because they have the lion’s share of 
every dollar earned by the Government. 
 So again, I know it is a difficult decision, and it 
has nothing to do with the competency of the employ-
ees. It has nothing to do about their commitment to 
their jobs. It is just the model that we have is broken! 
And we are trying to fix it. But in the meantime, we 
have to try to balance the Budget. And again, the 
study that the Minister of Finance has embarked upon 
in regards to the financial efficacy of the fiscal struc-
ture in regards to the taxation system may provide a 
solution that will put us in a better position going for-
ward. But in the meantime, we have to really look at 
the HR costs of Government, and we have to prune it 
back so that more social programmes, more infra-
structure programmes can be made available to this 
country, and ensure that less and less is consumed by 
administrative taxation. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I said, eighty-four cents on 
each dollar going to debt servicing, HR costs, insur-
ance is not prudent in my mind. It is unsustainable, 
going forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to raise, and a few people have touched upon it. At 
the end of the day, we are generating most of our 
GDP [gross domestic product] from the financial ser-
vice industry. And as you know, we are under threat. I 
went to a presentation yesterday morning, and some-
one said to me, Offshore centres are seen as a risk to 
the financial security and stability of the OECD [Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment]. I mean, I said, What is this mess? What is this 
mess? And then you think about it, Mr. Speaker. A 
number of G20 countries, including Britain, Canada 
and the US, who purport to be our partners, who have 
been our partners, whom we always say are our close 
partners, they are taking aim at the offshore centres. 
 We see them . . . They see us as a threat to 
their well-being because at the end of the day, they, 
because of their inefficient tax systems, they are com-
ing to us because it is more prudent. People have 
been trying to invest their money and mitigate and 
manage their tax liabilities. Mr. Speaker, and I am not 
saying “tax evasion.” Businesses, individuals have 
investments, and they try to find ways to manage their 
tax liability more efficiently. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I said “tax liability.” 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



938 27 February 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 
 Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to address, we spoke about other vulnerabilities that 
will impact our Government. Mr. Speaker, at the end 
of the day, Bermuda has no central bank. And we are 
vulnerable to the US economy. We are vulnerable to 
the Federal Reserve. Mr. Speaker, interest rates? We 
have no control over the interest rates. If you are in 
England, if you are in France, if you are in Canada, 
you have a central bank and they can release the 
wealth of money, bring it back in, issue treasury bills 
and bring them back in, and control the money supply 
that way. But we do not have that luxury, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, so at the end of the day, we are 
at risk. And we have to manage the vulnerabilities that 
we face because we do not have a central bank, and 
also because of the fact that most of the money in 
circulation in Bermuda is US dollars. When you think 
about it, and I am talking about [money] in the banks, 
because if you ask what it means, what the money in 
circulation [includes], according to the BMA [Bermuda 
Monetary Authority], the money in circulation includes 
cash in circulation and cash in the banks. 
 So, if you will allow me, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to look at the BMA website. And so, Mr. Speaker, 
if you compare Bermuda dollars in circulation and US 
dollars in circulation, in the third quarter of 2014, the 
notes and coins in circulation was just $112 million. 
These are Bermuda notes and coins. In the deposit 
liability in the banks combined, it was $3.46 billion, 
Bermuda dollars. But then when you looked at the US 
dollars, that figure rose to $17 billion in US deposit 
liabilities. 
 So what that says to us, again, we are vulner-
able to the US Government for our money supply. And 
so, we need to find other ways to manage our money 
supplies which is within our control. And this is where I 
commend the Minister of Finance, the Minister of 
Trade and Development in regards to the Bermuda 
Business Development Agency, and the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority, because those people represent 
Bermuda’s front-line sales team. Those people repre-
sent people who will go out there and find investors to 
invest in Bermuda. Those organisations help to transi-
tion an investor in the US to an [investor in] Bermuda. 
They try to make the transition as seamless as possi-
ble and make sure that we are an attractive place to 
do business. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is important that we do that 
because, at the end of the day, every country is look-
ing for those people. We are not alone in trying to at-
tract foreign capital. And so, we have to have the best 
proposition. And it means, yes, we are lessening our 
immigration laws. It means making the transition in 
regards to TCD [Transport Control Department], buy-
ing homes, looking at the taxation on buying condos. 
It means looking at all those infrastructure issues to 
ensure that we are an attractive jurisdiction. 
 As somebody said, at one point we talked 
about providing status if you invested $5 million or $3 

million. It is a regular phenomenon in other jurisdic-
tions. It is a way to get a commitment from high net 
worth individuals to put down roots and stay here. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to address is the issue of, you know, money launder-
ing. They are saying we are a big threat. But, Mr. 
Speaker, look at it this way. London, England, proba-
bly has the most oligarchs in the world, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, you know that 
those Middle Eastern oligarchs, those Russian oli-
garchs, those Asian oligarchs, they are not there for 
the English weather. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: They are not there for the 
English food. 
 
An Hon. Member: Exactly. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: They are not there for the 
beauty of the country, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Football. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Some of them are there for 
the football, as my Honourable Member said; maybe 
they are there for the football. But, Mr. Speaker, they 
are there for investment reasons. They are there for 
better returns. They are there for better flexibility in 
making investments. And they are there for other rea-
sons, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, what I am saying is the City of 
London needs to clean up their act before they ask us 
to clean up ours. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. . Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, at the end of the 
day, I have been advised that at least $3 trillion 
money is laundered through the City of London every 
year—$3 trillion, not billion. Second to that is New 
York, Mr. Speaker. And so again, Mr. Speaker, why 
are they coming after us? We are a pimple on their 
derriere, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: A pimple on their derriere, 
Mr. Speaker. And we cannot influence and help their 
overall inefficiencies in their taxation system. If they 
recovered $1 billion from Bermuda—and that would 
be a stretch—from all the US persons, all the UK per-
sons, then that still would not scratch the surface in 
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regards to what the UK tax authority and the US tax 
authority are looking for, it will not scratch the surface, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 So again, all this attention to Bermuda is un-
warranted—unwarranted. And our closest ally, sup-
posedly, is Britain. I do not know if my friend, Mr. Fi-
nance Minister, is going to allow me to say this, but I 
am going to say it anyway. 
 
 [Laughter and inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, at the confer-
ence yesterday we had our Premier and our Minister 
of Finance. And when they go to England as heads of 
state, heads of Government, you would have thought 
that they could meet regularly. Now, the Premier 
meets regularly with the overseas council meetings. 
They have to find out what the little boys are doing 
overseas. And they find out what we are doing, and 
that is it. But if they want to have a special meeting, 
can they get that appointment? Can they get that ap-
pointment with the Foreign Secretary? Can they get 
that appointment by themselves with the Prime Minis-
ter of Britain? That is the question I am asking.  

I am not casting any aspersions. But I would 
have thought that if we asked, they have the type of 
relationship with us—as we are an Overseas Terri-
tory—and I think they would have been welcoming 
and embracing us when we say, Let us talk. Let us 
work together for the better management of our rela-
tionship. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, you know, that was very, 
very disturbing, very disturbing. But I know, I remem-
ber when I was in England. And I went, when I was 
the Opposition, with the Honourable Michael Dunkley 
and the Honourable Grant Gibbons and Pat Gordon-
Pamplin. We went to the FCO [Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office]. And one thing that stuck with me 
to this date—and this was maybe 10 years ago—there 
is a plaque on the wall and it reads, “FCO serving 
Britain’s interests overseas.” And so, the question re-
mains: Are they too concerned about an Overseas 
Territory? Of course not.  

As somebody said . . . And I have been to 
England a number of times under the Opposition, with 
Leaders of the Opposition. And they do not worry 
about us, because we, historically, have been very, 
very successful. And they say, Well, leave Bermuda 
alone. They are self-sufficient, and they will not em-
barrass us, and we do not have to worry about un-
derwriting their economy. And so, they have other pri-
orities, and Bermuda issues are down on the totem 
pole. 
 So I am saying that because we need to 
strengthen our relationship with Britain, and they need 
to respect us more. As the Minister of Finance said, 
we as a team need to showcase what we contribute to 
the British Government. We need to continue to 

showcase what we present to the UK Government 
and the UK economy, and the US economy. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: No. They do not know that at 
all. A lot of them do not know. A lot of them do not 
know. So I am suggesting that we continue to tell our 
story. We continue to work with industry. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me just mention this. I was at 
a conference at Southampton Princess. And do you 
realise that 30 per cent of Lloyd’s of London capital 
emanates from Bermuda? Thirty per cent of Lloyd’s of 
London capital emanates from Bermuda. So if we had 
those London titans come with us when we are going 
to meet people in the Government of the UK, to advo-
cate on our behalf, then we may, as a team—
obviously we have to work out our script before we go 
with the BMA, the Government and the business 
heads—and go and see— 
 
The Speaker: You have one minute. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Already, Mr. Speaker? My 
Lord! Let me keep going! But anyway, you got the 
message. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Oh, God, you messed me up, 
Mr. Speaker! 
 
The Speaker: Time flies, does it not? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I know, I know. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you lost a little time now. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, as I said, at the 
end of the day, we have to make some tough deci-
sions. But, oh, I know what I want to say. And we 
have made some tough decisions. And I am going to 
say that the economy is beginning to turn around. 
There are green shoots of economic hope, and I am 
going to go down them. They said in 2014, the retail 
sales were up over 2013. (I am rushing now.) Plan-
ning applications were up 23 per cent. Building per-
mits were up 25 per cent. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Property prices were begin-
ning to go up. 
  
[Gavel] 
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The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. Thank you, Honourable Member. That is it. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 33, Sandys South. 
MP Jamahl Simmons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, and good eve-
ning . . . Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, good morning, yes. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: And good morning to our 
listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, the role of the Opposition is not 
just to oppose just for opposing’s sake. And it is cer-
tainly not the role of the Opposition to hope that the 
Government fails. Because the Government, whether 
it is the Progressive Labour Party Government or the 
One Bermuda Alliance Government, when they fail, 
our people pay the price. Our people pay the price. 
 So, when there are job losses, there is no 
celebration on this side of the House. When the econ-
omy continues to slow down, when you see workers’ 
salaries being depressed, when you see continuing 
failure of businesses, it is no cause for celebration on 
this side of the aisle, just as it would not be for the 
Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, for me personally, Opposition is 
not a pleasant place to be. It is not a wonderful place 
to be. It is not a place I would wish on anybody with 
an aspiration of doing something for their country. But 
I would be content to sit in Opposition till the day I die 
if we have a Government that is succeeding for all our 
people. And, Mr. Speaker, when we come to this 
House, while we may not appreciate the tone always, 
while we may not appreciate the criticisms always, the 
hope at the core is that we have a Government that is 
succeeding, that is working, that is progressing, that is 
taking our country to another level. 
 Mr. Speaker, over the years, I, like many 
Bermudians, heard the legend of the business acu-
men, of the brilliant economic minds of the United 
Bermuda Party. And during the last election, we heard 
of all the wonderful and wondrous and beautiful things 
that would happen if only the people would give the 
One Bermuda Alliance a chance. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, the brilliant business minds, 
the leaders of industry, the rocket scientists of recov-
ery have been exposed—exposed. You know, Mr. 
Speaker, last year, our Shadow Finance Minister 
asked the questions, Does the Minister of Finance 
want to prolong the recession? Does he want these 
aggressive cuts? Does he understand that aggressive 
cuts are bad economic policy? 

 Mr. Speaker, if I may read from the Budget 
Reply, “‘The Minister bragged that he was going to be 
more aggressive than the SAGE Commission recom-
mended, but surely the Minister must realise that to 
create additional headwinds with the economy in its 
fragile state will not help us achieve escape velocity 
and return to economic growth.’”  

Now, I am going to talk about the exposure of 
the brilliant economic minds. The first Budget we 
heard, This ain’t our Budget. This is the PLP Budget. 
We’re stuck with it. We heard that. The second 
Budget, we heard about what some have character-
ised, to the disdain and to the dismay of the Finance 
Minister, as a gamble on $800 million. And now we 
see again another direction. We see the tacking back 
and forth, the seeming lack of a plan. 
 Now, before the last election, many of our 
colleagues talked about, Where is the plan? Where is 
this plan? And we were told, It will come, 2,000 jobs, 
2,000 jobs, 2,000 jobs. It will come. The plan is com-
ing. But yet, we have still not seen a plan. A two-track 
strategy which says, Fix tourism and support interna-
tional business and hope for inward investment is not 
a plan! And particularly because, I think, when we look 
at the hotel industry in particular, we are placing our 
hopes and faith on things that really are outside of the 
Government’s control in many ways. The Government 
can help here and there, but if a developer cannot get 
money, what can Government do? 
 So I am concerned because there does not 
seem to be a backup plan. Well, there is no plan at all, 
but there does not seem to be the sense of, You know 
what? We had better get some other things bubbling 
and percolating. Because America’s Cup in three 
years’ time, when it is over, what will be left? What will 
be the next phase? 
 We do not see the vision that says, You know 
what? Maybe Bermudians want to do something other 
than to be waiters or to be servers or to be in IB [in-
ternational business]. There does not seem to be a 
depth that says that the middle class, which has been 
gutted during this recession, the people who were 
short, made redundant and cut back, many of them 
have now been forced to work in professions below 
their ability. They have been forced to work in profes-
sions that do not meet their needs. And they do not 
see a prospect of moving up. It is not a situation 
where you say, Okay, Jamahl. You can go from being 
the director of marketing. You be a waiter for three 
years, but maybe you can work your way up and be 
the maître d’ and maybe you could run the place. 
Those prospects are not happening. People are going 
into this half a loaf is better than none, and they are 
staying there. 
 The Honourable Member who just took his 
seat talked about how people are going away, but 
they have all come back because the grass is 
greener. Mr. Speaker, we travel in very different cir-
cles; that is evident. Because I look at the Bermudians 
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who left because they could not find a job, not be-
cause they were lazy, not because they were incom-
petent, not because they were not skilled—because 
the jobs did not exist. I look at the Bermudians who 
left because the jobs that did exist that they could get 
could not keep pace with the cost of electricity, the 
cost of food, the cost of basic living essentials. Not 
luxuries, not the image that they put out of the lazy 
layabout who has got the fancy new phone and takes 
four trips a year—just a regular person, who just 
wants to live. He just wants to live, just make his way. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, one of the frustrations that I 
have with the Westminster system, and it goes back 
again to the role of the Opposition. In the Westminster 
system, the Government has its way; the Opposition 
has its say. And I find it disingenuous that there are 
people in this community who still say, Well, the Op-
position is holding us back! They are stopping us from 
making progress! And I ask the people to ask the 
question, How? How? We do not have the votes to 
impede anything that Government wishes to do. We 
certainly do not have the power of persuasion to get 
Members of the backbench to join us on issues of 
controversy or issues where a different perspective 
may be needed. 
 So the Opposition has its say, and the Gov-
ernment has its way. And I wish that we would drop 
this disingenuous posturing about, The Opposition is 
holding us back. Questions are holding us back. You 
know, asking us questions is slowing us down, be-
cause it is a fabrication. It is a falsification. 
 But I am very appreciative to our Shadow Fi-
nance Minister, because I have been around the block 
awhile and I have heard a lot of Budget Replies. And I 
think one of the challenges of being the Shadow Fi-
nance Minister is being able to provide that alternative 
vision. You have a peek under the hood. You have a 
good feel of it. If you are a good Shadow Minister, you 
have an idea of what is working and what is not work-
ing in your department, so you can help the [Finance 
Minister] out. But you have to be able to put forward a 
vision that fills the gap of whatever the Government is 
laying out, that begins to lay out an idea of where 
Bermuda could go. 
 After three years of seeing one direction, an-
other direction, another direction, I am appreciative of 
a vision that says, I’m going to take a 10-year ap-
proach. I’m going to look 10 years ahead. And we are 
going to see, how can we begin to transform Ber-
muda? Not pick at it just so that, you know, we get a 
few more people back to work. But let us really trans-
form this society. 
 Mr. Speaker, I had a friend of mine who jok-
ingly refers to Bermuda. He says, In 10 years, we will 
be the Rhodesia of the Atlantic. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: He says, We will be the 
Rhodesia of the Atlantic. We will be depopulated be-
cause the working class, and specifically the black 
working class, the black middle class specifically and 
many of the white middle class will simply not be able 
to afford to live here. This will be the playground of the 
wealthy. This will be the bastion of the brilliant and the 
talented and, you know, the 1 per cent. And if you 
cannot make it, Tough luck, Charlie. Go somewhere 
else. Right? You can be either the servant or be 
served, but there will be no in-between. 
 Mr. Speaker, that word goes again to . . . I like 
the fact that our Shadow Finance Minister has at-
tempted to make this a Budget debate about ideas, 
about a vision. And it takes two to tango, and unfortu-
nately, the Government has not participated in that 
debate. I would have liked to have heard more of what 
they plan to do, beyond America’s Cup, beyond the 
hotel project that is supposed to be built, beyond that. 
We have heard a few things here and there, but not 
that plan. I would like to have seen a competing vi-
sion, the beyond poll-tested slogans, beyond things 
that say, you know, We see green shoots, because 
you know, somebody has done a poll and said that 
sounds good, and, you know, those things. 
 And it goes even deeper. If I am rambling a 
little bit, Mr. Speaker, the hour is late. And I will try to 
get to where I am trying to go. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: In this country at the root of 
what we are seeing now—and this is something that 
the Government, the One Bermuda Alliance Govern-
ment in particular, like no Government we have had in 
the past 14 years, can address—the anti-Bermudian 
mindsets, attitudes, approaches, philosophies, and 
strategies that occur in this country. 
 Mr. Speaker, if you go around the community, 
you would almost believe that the Bermudian is the 
only group, section, whatever you want to call the 
community that can be disparaged, disrespected, 
talked down to, looked down to, practically spat down 
on. Go on the blogs. Bermudians are lazy. They can-
not make time. You know, you run down the list. They 
do not want to work. They feel entitled. And it is this 
demonization of the Bermudian. It is no wonder that 
when companies come here, you see a reluctance, for 
whatever reason, to hire Bermudians. 
 Well, there are people who say, Well, you 
know, if I come to your country, it makes no sense for 
me not to hire Bermudians. It makes no sense be-
cause it costs more and I have to recruit overseas. Mr. 
Speaker, segregation did not make any sense. It 
made no sense for businesses to have separate-but-
equal facilities, at extra cost. It made no sense. Be-
cause racism and discrimination do not make sense. It 
cannot be reasoned away. It cannot be logic’d away. 
So if a person feels that Bermudians, black Bermudi-
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ans specifically, are all these negative things that are 
floating out there in the stereotypes that are reinforced 
and commanded and kept in the boardrooms, then, 
yes, they will pay an extra price. They will pay a pre-
mium to bring in somebody to avoid having to deal 
with the Bermudian. 
 Mr. Speaker, but there are . . . I must say, I do 
not want to paint the business community with a broad 
brush, because there are a few people who get it. I 
am made to understand there was an occurrence in a 
boardroom about a year ago where a businessman 
made disparaging remarks about Bermudians. And 
the chairman of the meeting in the other business that 
he was dealing with told him to leave. And he told that 
company, I do not want to ever see that person in my 
presence again, because I’m a Bermudian. And I will 
not tolerate disrespect for Bermudians. And that is a 
mindset and an attitude that needs to permeate down 
from the Government into the Chamber of Commerce, 
into ABIR [Association of Bermuda Insurers and Rein-
surers] and ABIC [Association of Bermuda Interna-
tional Companies] and all these places. We do not 
tolerate! We have zero tolerance for anti-Bermudian 
attitudes, mindsets and language. We do not tolerate 
it. 
 Because for every Bermudian who you tell me 
is lazy, for every Bermudian you tell me cannot make 
time, for every Bermudian you tell me is uneducated 
or lacks soft skills, I could point to 100 more who have 
all of those, and more. And I can point to them be-
cause many of them are thriving and succeeding 
overseas where they could not thrive and succeed 
here! 
 Mr. Speaker, that brings us to the campaign of 
daemonisation against civil servants. The Honourable 
Member from constituency 21 laid out some of the 
historical reasons why the civil service looks the way it 
does. He has laid it out. If it was not a case of people 
saying—I have heard this one before, too. People just 
wanted an easy job and pensions. They wanted this 
and that. No! Many Bermudians, particularly black 
Bermudians, went to the civil service because they 
had fair hiring practices. You did not have the, I am 
going to pick my ace boy over you because he needs 
a job, as much as you have in other places. You did 
not have the person brought in without qualifications 
and the person under them having to train their boss 
how to be their boss. You did not have that. So you 
had a playing field that was fair. 
 And if you look at Bermudians who came in 
from high school level, college level, master’s, doctor-
ate level, they were able to have an opportunity to 
thrive and progress. So, this was not a conscious de-
cision; this is where many people ended up. Many of 
the people I went to high school with could not find 
jobs in IB, not because they were dumb, not because 
they were not educated. They were not hiring, for 
whatever reason. But civil service was. And so, they 
went and they contribute wonderfully. 

 But, Mr. Speaker, there are people in this 
country, for whatever reason, who want us to believe 
that . . . No. There is a campaign of dehumanisation of 
the civil service. We hear the language. And the pur-
pose of dehumanisation—you can go back to Goeb-
bels and Hitler—the purpose of dehumanisation, If I 
can remove the humanity from any group, I can do 
whatever I want to them with impunity. When you take 
the humanity away, they no longer matter. They are 
just numbers on a balance sheet. 
 And I want to quote somebody, Mr. Lou Mat-
thews, and I do not want to be accused, so I have to 
quote him. He said, “Bermudians aren’t sectors. Ber-
mudians aren’t private sectors. They aren’t public sec-
tors. Bermudians are Bermudians.” And we are seeing 
this divisive campaign designed to take the civil ser-
vice and make them the cause of all the ills in this 
country, the cause of everything that we suffer, when 
they have sacrificed from 2010 and have done their 
part to contribute to fixing our economy. Right? 
 So, look. I do not have a problem if you want 
to do furlough days. I do not have a problem with that. 
That is up to you to negotiate with the unions. But I 
will not tolerate the dehumanisation of the civil ser-
vants that is going on on the blogs, online. And the 
Government, I think, has a responsibility to take a 
lead. Because when you allow people in your circles, 
people who openly support you to say, The civil ser-
vants are selfish; when you allow them to say, They 
are lazy; when you allow them to say, you know, They 
are entitled, this is the language of dehumanisation. It 
must stop, and it begins at the top. 
 Mr. Speaker, most of the ideas, because of 
the nature of the Westminster system, most of the 
ideas presented in the PLP’s Vision 2025 are unlikely 
to become a reality unless the PLP forms the next 
Government. That is just a fact. You can have the 
most brilliant ideas possible; unless the OBA say, 
Hey, that’s a good one, and decide to do it, it is not 
going to happen. But, Mr. Speaker, professionalising 
the civil service by introducing fixed-term contracts 
and performance-based pay for senior managers is 
something that needs to happen. We need to also 
invest in our civil servants now to prepare them to 
funnel them into the private sector if the new busi-
nesses and new green shoots that Government is 
talking about come to fruition.  
 We would update budget rules to make sup-
plementary funding a more disciplined process. This 
needs to happen now, not two years from now when 
the Government, the OBA Government leaves office. 
The introduction of PAYGO rules to ensure that addi-
tional non-emergency spending is offset by additional 
revenue or corresponding cuts needs to happen now. 
 Expanding monetary and banking reform, Mr. 
Speaker, is critical. We now see the challenges that 
we face because the banks, despite essentially being 
bailed out by the previous Government, are not help-
ing to put money back into the economy to improve 
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lending. We need to fix this. We have the power to fix 
this in Parliament. We need to do this. We need 
monetary and banking reform to give the power to 
manage local money supply and promote economic 
stability. 
 We need to expand the ability of credit unions 
to help our people, to allow some more money to 
come into the economy, get some things going, get 
some things moving. We need tax reform. Our tax 
system is outdated. It is unfair. We need to find a way 
that the people on the bottom have a few more dollars 
in their pocket, to allow them to start beginning to 
think about things like saving. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the things about when 
you are poor, in Bermuda or anywhere else, you have 
to manage your budget to the penny. If the Govern-
ment decides this month to put a dollar on for student 
bus fare, go from free to a dollar, that has an impact 
on people’s households that affect people because 
they have to then figure out, Where am I going to get 
this from? And it is not as easy to say, Well, get an-
other job. There may be no other job out there. There 
may not be the opportunity for you to do that, because 
you were on that razor-thin level. You could say, Well, 
you know what? Well, why don’t you go take a class 
and improve your skills? But you are locked in a cycle. 
 And that is where, I think, when we talk about, 
you know, there was mention made during our Reply, 
of the . . . (Let me go back so I get the exact quote, 
Mr. Speaker, so I do not . . .) When we refer to “‘bo-
nanza of presents for “our people,”’” this is the clear 
and fundamental difference. Educating our people to 
prepare for the economy as it exists now is not a “bo-
nanza of presents.” It is a necessity. It is a necessity. 
 We have to think about our country now and 
invest in our people, because there cannot be an is-
land where all we have is the servant and the one be-
ing served. There must be balance. And the gap is 
widening. You see it widening. You see it increasing. 
And part of the issue is that we must find a way. We 
make priorities. I mean, everyone likes to talk about 
the Government Budget is like a household budget. If 
I lose my job, right, I lose my job, my wife and I tighten 
our belts. But we do not say we are not going to eat 
because we have got to pay the credit card bill. We 
are not going to say we are not going to pay our rent 
because we have got to pay the credit card bill. We 
are not going to tell our kids, You have to give up your 
education and come home. We find a way. 
 We find a way sometimes by introducing new 
revenue streams, diversifying the economy. There 
needs to be greater emphasis on this. The Shadow 
Minister’s call for an Office of Diversification—let us 
get some minds working on diversifying our economy, 
to look at the examples and start having them on an 
accountability level, where they produce. So we can 
start going from a two weak-legged economy, with 
tourism, we hope it comes back, with international 
business maturing and changing in manners that are 

not going to necessarily benefit us in the long run. Let 
us get some more legs on this economy. And that, Mr. 
Speaker, is what excites me, and I will tell you why. 
Okay?  

Mr. Speaker, if we get some other legs in this 
economy going. Our civil servants, our unemployed, 
our children will not have to go begging for jobs from 
the same people whom my parents, my grandparents 
and my great-grandparents had to. That is why the 
message of economic empowerment, to me, is so 
[important], the message of do-for-self is so important. 
Unless there is a change in the mindset of some of 
our business leaders, you will not see progress in 
Bermudians in the private sector. You will not. You will 
see reductions in the civil service, and you will see 
them just go off into the—wherever. 
 But we expand the economy and now create 
pillars that our people, all our people . . . And, Mr. 
Speaker, I did not get a chance to respond. There was 
a debate where somebody questioned me about “our 
people.” Let me tell you who my people are, right? My 
people are anybody who does not view Bermuda just 
as a place to get paid or to vote. That is my people. 
Okay? And it is not about colour. It is about who really 
cares about this country and all our people, not just 
where their pocket is set. 
 Mr. Speaker, look. I did not come here for the 
sun, the sand, a spouse, or a salary. I was born here. 
Okay? So I do not have an exit plan. I do not have 
this, you know, where I can just swan off to my 
mother’s and daddy’s country. I do not have another 
passport where I can go off. I am here. So we have 
got to make this work. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, before I wrap up, we 
hear a lot of talk about working together. And I will say 
this. I have the rare privilege of being in and out of the 
House as a member of Opposition for two separate 
parties. And there has been a change in the atmos-
phere in these Chambers, a change for the worst. Mr. 
Speaker, I am very concerned, and I will speak to you, 
to Members who sat alongside me in Opposition years 
ago. We are seeing the elevation of a culture that 
says, The ends justify the means. We are seeing the 
elevation of a culture that says, Say whatever today 
because, you know what? We do contradict ourselves 
sometimes, and we make no apology for it. We are 
seeing a lowering of the standards of governance un-
seen in this country before. We have seen a mindset 
of distrust, a mindset of hostility, a mindset of aggres-
sion the likes of which I have never seen. 
 Mr. Speaker, when my father sat in this Hon-
ourable House, he would periodically give a lift home 
to the Honourable former Member, Sir Jack Sharpe 
and the Honourable Member Ralph Marshall, right? 
Even though the UBP and the PLP were at logger-
heads and had a very strict division, there was a cer-
tain level of respect, mutual respect, and a certain 
level of tolerance. Mr. Speaker, I will be honest with 
you, and some of these Members know over there, 
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there are some Members of this House, I would not sit 
alone in a room with unless I had a tape recorder and 
a witness. I would not. Because when you have a his-
tory of behaviour, of people wiretapping people, of 
people twisting events, the apparent fabrication of 
controversies, it makes you distrustful. You cannot 
work with people you do not trust—straight up! 
 And what I am concerned about, Mr. Speaker, 
the culture that we see developing, if it is allowed to 
permeate, if it is allowed to continue . . . You know, 
there was, during the Think Media story of Jetgate, 
they talked about allegations of buying boats. And we 
heard the stories of rents being paid and BELCO bills 
being paid and all that. Mr. Speaker, this is a danger-
ous road we are heading down, if this is true. There 
are lines, once they are crossed, there is no going 
back. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have had the longest-running 
serving Parliament in the Western Hemisphere out-
side of the UK. We can do better. Not just in the level 
of debate, I mean, we can always improve on that. But 
you cannot sing about working together when you are 
behaving in a manner that is the antithesis of building 
a relationship of working together. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I have made a concerted 
effort to work with my colleagues across the floor. All 
right? We want to see this Government succeed. We 
want it to succeed for our children; we want it to suc-
ceed for ourselves. It is not like we live in a bubble 
outside of Bermuda where, if things go bad because 
they do not know what they are doing or because they 
make a mistake or because something goes wrong, 
that we are insulated. We are not. In any regard, 
based on the colour of most of our skins, we are more 
vulnerable to the failures of any Government.  
 So, I am asking the Government, and I will 
only ask once, to start to think about changing the di-
rection and the approach that they are taking in how 
they speak to us, in how they deal with us—and not 
just that, but with the people. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: The Honourable Member 
has a lot to say. But this is part of the problem. They 
are too busy thinking about the response instead of 
actually listening. Understand something, Mr. 
Speaker. I have turned the other cheek since my by-
election, where the subject, the level of discourse 
was, He should not be elected because he does not 
live in the parish. I turned the other cheek. Many of my 
colleagues often turn the other cheek. But there 
comes a time when you run out of cheeks to turn. So I 
am encouraging the Government, it is time to change 
the approach, change the direction, change the atti-
tude and begin thinking about how we can truly create 
an atmosphere to rebuild this relationship. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, I encourage the Govern-
ment to, instead of looking at this Budget Response 

as an affront, you know, we have turned the other 
cheek on the remarks relating to the youth of our 
Shadow Minister, relating to his (quote/unquote) “in-
experience.” We turn the other cheek. And we turn the 
other cheek because we are big enough to under-
stand. A person could have 10 years’ experience and 
be a fool, and a person could have one year  of ex-
perience and be very, very wise. So we let that slide. 
 But there is wisdom contained within this 
document. There is value contained within this docu-
ment. And I would encourage the Government, let us 
elevate the discourse. Let us change the behaviour. 
Let us change the attitude and begin really, really fo-
cusing on how we can get our people back to work—
all our people, and not just in lower-level jobs, every 
level of our economy. And with that, Mr. Speaker, I 
take my seat. Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 In the Gallery, we do not respond to what 
Members on the floor say. When you are in the Gal-
lery, you watch and observe. That is all you do. 
 I would like to, just before I recognise you, 
Minister, recognise former Member of Parliament, 
Darius Tucker, who is sitting here in the Gallery. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: At quarter to one in the morning. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise now the Hon-
ourable Minister of Economic Development, from con-
stituency 22, Paget East. Dr. Gibbons, you have the 
floor. 
 
[Debate on Budget Statement and Reply continuing] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my mother used to say to me, It 
takes two to tango. And I was listening to the Honour-
able Member from [constituency] 33 who just took his 
seat on what struck me as a little bit self-righteous in 
terms of what he was suggesting the Government 
should do or how we should behave and that sort of 
thing. And I guess all I would say at this hour of the 
evening is that sometimes it is good to look in the mir-
ror as well. Because what certainly he was suggesting 
on this side of the House was something that they 
ought to have a look at on that side of the House, as 
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well. And I think others can pick up that cudgel if they 
would like to. 
 Let me start by making a couple of comments. 
There have been some suggestions, I think, coming 
from the other side, that somehow the economy is 
now worse under the OBA than it was under the for-
mer Government. Mr. Speaker, that is certainly not 
true. And there are some very clear data that come 
out of the economic review. And most people judge an 
economy on a couple of fronts—how it affects them 
personally, and certainly how the economy is growing 
or not growing. 
 And when you look at the last few years, what 
you see is the economy is starting to improve. The 
last set of data were in 2013, and on a current-dollar 
basis, there was a slight increase. On a constant-
dollar basis, when adjusted for inflation, there was a 
slight decrease. But what is important, when you look 
before that, the three years leading up to 2013 there 
was a steadily decreasing, steadily deteriorating 
economy. So, in point of fact, it was getting worse in 
2010, further worse in 2011 and in 2012. And it is only 
in 2013 that the economy actually started to go in a 
more positive direction. Obviously, we are hopeful that 
in 2014 we will turn the corner and we will actually get 
positive growth on a constant-dollar basis as well. 
 I think I can understand that people also judge 
the economy by how it affects them. And we on this 
side understand only too well that there are a lot of 
people out of work right now. There are a lot of people 
who do not have the income that they need to help 
support their family and all the rest of it. And clearly, 
that is a real difficult issue, and it is one that Bermudi-
ans have not faced in quite a few years, and certainly 
one that I think, as people on this side of the House 
have explained, is something that the Government is 
working very hard to address. 
 The other issue that I think we need to ad-
dress as well is that the Budget is getting much better 
under this Government, as well. The deficit has de-
creased since the former Government. It has gone 
down from a deficit of some $333 million down to 
some $300 million—not quite as far as the Minister of 
Finance would like. But it is very clear that, contrary to 
what the Shadow Minister said in his Statement which 
was read much earlier today, that “Bermudians look-
ing for solutions and hope will find the Budget as pre-
sented quite limited, as it contains few prospects for 
future growth and jobs.” 
 Mr. Speaker, that is absolute nonsense, and I 
think the Honourable Member understands that as 
well. But I will give him full marks for a very political 
speech. I will give him a “D” for what is actually in 
there in terms of content and new ideas. 
 But the fact of the matter is the economy is in 
much better shape than it has been under the former 
Government, and the budget and the deficit is declin-
ing. 

 I think the other interesting thing that the Min-
ister of Finance pointed out in his Budget Statement 
was that this is the first time in seven years that there 
actually is a surplus on Current Account before Sink-
ing Fund and debt service. So, not only is there a 
clear plan that has been espoused, which is the two-
track strategy which we have been talking about, but 
we are on track in terms of improving what I will call is 
a very, very difficult situation in regard to the Budget. 
 A lot of colleagues on this side of the House 
have talked about some of the elements of the two-
track approach. I may get to them, if I have time later 
on. But what I would like to tackle just for a few min-
utes is this issue of financial independence. Because I 
am not sure that the Opposition gets it quite yet. And it 
is a very important issue, because . . . And the Minis-
ter of Finance takes about a page, almost two pages 
in talking about financial independence. And what he 
means by that is the ability of the Government and 
Bermuda to effectively set its own path, to the degree 
that it is possible, as opposed to having other people 
tell us what path we should be on. 
 And the elephant in the room and the real dif-
ficulty we have is that, unfortunately, we are in a situa-
tion where we have been severely handicapped. And 
what do I mean by that, Mr. Speaker? What I mean by 
that is, there was a sevenfold increase in debt be-
tween 2005 and the 2012/13 year. The debt went from 
$175 million up to $1.5 billion. 
 Now, we all think about debt as something 
that we owe. But the important thing, and I think this is 
part of what the Minister of Finance was getting at as 
well, is that there is somebody on the other side of 
that equation. There are creditors out there. And when 
you owe somebody money, you basically have to ad-
here to the terms and the conditions that they put on 
the debt. If it is a mortgage, you have to basically pay 
the mortgage on time. You have to adhere to condi-
tions that the bank puts on there. 
 And the challenge we have now—and this is 
kind of ironic, because we were treated earlier to the 
sense of somehow that we were not independent be-
cause the UK was essentially not our friend and cer-
tainly was competing with us in a number of areas. 
But the real irony here is the former Government put 
us in an extraordinarily handicapped situation. I think 
there is an interesting parallel which is playing out 
right now. The Minister of Finance used Barbados (he 
did not mention the country) as an example. But in 
Barbados, because of the quantity of the debt and the 
situation that they are in in terms of their economy and 
how they are managing the government, the IMF [In-
ternational Monetary Fund] came in and forced them 
to do a 15 per cent layoff in terms of the civil service 
to reduce the size of that government. 
 But there is a more interesting one that is 
playing out right now, Mr. Speaker, and you have 
probably seen it in the news, as well. And that is the 
Greek situation. And you will know that there was a 
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party (and I probably do not pronounce it right), it is 
called Syriza, which was recently elected. And they 
were elected on the basis that they said, Enough of 
this austerity! We are not going to let people tell us 
what to do. We are going to basically go back and 
spend the kind of money we want to. We are not go-
ing to continue to cut things, and all the rest of it. And 
it was quite interesting, because the Finance Minister, 
one of his first visits after being elected, was to the 
German [Finance Minister], Mr. Schäuble (I think that 
is how you pronounce his name), who basically re-
marked (and this is in the international the Wall Street 
Journal), he basically said that “election promises by 
the left-wing Syriza party are ‘likely not realistic when 
they’re at the expense of third parties.’” And what the 
government there has found, the Greek Government, 
is they have an extension. But there was no extension 
in terms of the conditions or the terms on which they 
were forced to proceed. That is, they had to continue 
to put in various cuts. They had to honour fiscal tar-
gets. They were basically being dictated to by their 
creditors. 
 And that is the real difficult situation that we 
are trying to avoid here. The Honourable Member who 
speaks for Finance on this side, Mr. Richards, talks 
about rating agencies. But rating agencies only give 
an impression of what the quality of your debt is like. It 
is the creditors, unfortunately, who call the shots. And 
the challenge that we have here is that the Minister of 
Finance is doing his best to do exactly what these 
creditors are looking for, which is to reduce the deficit 
and reduce the spending, because otherwise, the 
situation we are in is unsustainable and we will not be 
able to pay that debt. And we will not be able to ser-
vice it if we keep going in the direction we are going 
right now. 
 So the challenge we have, and the elephant in 
the room, which the Opposition still do not seem to 
accept, is that they have added an enormous handi-
cap to the Finance Minister’s situation. We do not 
have the luxury, as they have rather blithely put it in 
their Reply, of spending another $30 million, as they 
suggested last year. We are doing our best to meet 
goals so that we start to reduce that deficit. Because 
we cannot pay down that debt, we cannot address 
that debt, as you well know, Mr. Speaker, until that 
deficit turns into a surplus. It is only when that deficit is 
completely removed that you are able to essentially 
start to address the debt. And that is what creditors 
are looking for. 
 So, to suggest somehow that we are sort of 
taking an austerity approach . . . And I think, honestly, 
the Opposition really does not understand what aus-
terity is all about. But to taking an austerity approach, 
and we should be spending more money to stimulate 
the economy, is simply unrealistic. It is foolhardy, and 
it is going to get us in the situation where creditors, 
who call the shots and whom we have to continue to 
borrow money from—we have to go back to the mar-

ket—are going to simply say, We are not going to do it 
unless certain conditions apply. And those conditions, 
if things continue to go downhill, are going to get 
worse and worse and worse until finally they force us 
to do things that Barbados and Greece are having to 
do right now. So, that is the issue that we are up 
against. 
 I would say that the conditions that the Fi-
nance Minister is putting [us] in are hardly austerity. 
We are simply cutting Government spending to a very 
mild degree compared with other places. And to sug-
gest somehow that austerity does not work is absolute 
nonsense. The UK and Ireland both went through 
situations where they had what was considered to be 
fairly severe austerity, and they have come out as 
much stronger countries. Am I suggesting that we 
should have severe austerity here? No. We have tried 
to take a balance, and that is certainly what the Minis-
ter of Finance has been trying to do. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member suggests that, by introducing taxes . . . I think 
what the Honourable Member who speaks for Finance 
on this side has said is, Timing is everything. It was 
inappropriate to reduce some of the concessions last 
year, because the economy was still weak. But now 
that we are seeing the economy start to improve, this 
is not a bad time to start to mildly increase taxes. And 
these are not heavy increases in taxes. Also, to re-
move some of the concessions that the Opposition 
was suggesting we remove last year, which would 
have been foolhardy at the time because the economy 
was still very weak, and that could have pushed some 
of those, whether they be hotel properties or retailers 
or whatever, right over the edge, and we would have 
had even more of a severe loss in jobs. 
 So, to suggest somehow that the Finance 
Minister’s last two Budgets are making things worse is 
simply not true and is actually foolish in terms of how 
it is coming across. 
 I would like to tackle another issue which has 
also come up. And that is the issue of jobs. It is quite 
correct that, on page 7 of the Opposition Reply, the 
Honourable Member says that “The figures reported 
that the economy shed a further 790 jobs in 2014!” 
Yes, there were further job losses in 2014. Nobody is 
disputing that. 

Unfortunately, this is fairly common in terms of 
how the Shadow Minister who speaks for Finance 
over there deals with stuff, the context was not pro-
vided. And the context is really important here, Mr. 
Speaker. It speaks to the improving situation. Nobody 
likes the idea that there was a loss of 790 jobs ([this 
was] the last time skilled jobs were looked at) in 2014. 
But when you start to go back a year or two behind 
that, what you actually find is that between 2011 and 
2012 there were almost 2,000 jobs lost. Two thousand 
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jobs lost between 2011 and 2012! Between 2012 and 
2013, there were 1,200 jobs lost. So what you are 
seeing is an economy which is starting to recover.  
 Is the deficit cured yet? Have we got strong 
economic growth? No. But what you are seeing is a 
recovery from policies and programmes the former 
Government put in place which led to an extraordinary 
haemorrhaging of jobs over those years. In fact, when 
you look at the record of Bermudian filled jobs under 
the former Government, just about every year from 
about 2000 Bermudian jobs were lost. So to somehow 
suggest that we are in worse shape because we have 
790 jobs lost in 2014 is simply cherry-picking, and it is 
not an accurate reflection of what is going on. 
 Are we sympathetic with the fact that we con-
tinue to lose jobs? Yes. But, you know, the interesting 
thing, Mr. Speaker, is when you start to look at where 
there was a gain in jobs. And this is quite interesting 
as well. You see that basically in the international 
business area, an area which the Opposition contin-
ues to somehow write off in terms of structural change 
and all the rest of it, it was the international business 
area that actually gained 161 jobs last year—in spite 
of what were fairly heavy head winds in the market, in 
spite of the soft market and consolidations which 
started as well. But when you look at 161 jobs that 
were created from 2013 and 2014 and compare that 
with 110 jobs lost from 2012 to 2013; 199 jobs lost 
from 2011 to 2012; and over 210 jobs lost from 2010 
to 2011, what you see is actually OBA Government 
policies starting to kick in.  

The Minister of Finance put it very nicely in his 
[Statement]. He said that in two years the Government 
has changed the reputation of Bermuda as being un-
friendly to investors to an investor-friendly environ-
ment where global investors feel comfortable to invest 
in our country again. It is an issue of confidence. And 
what we are seeing is a distinct change in terms of 
what was job loss in the international business area 
under the former Government, and we have been told 
that, Mr. Speaker. We have been told that Bermuda 
was off the radar screen in terms of putting jobs here 
because of a hostile environment and a Government 
which was not responsive and did not understand the 
needs of that particular sector. 

Now you are seeing growth in that sector. And 
it is a consequence of removing things like term limits. 
We have been told that categorically. It is basically 
putting in the Incentives for Job Makers [Act 2011], 
other changes to immigration to try and make this a 
more attractive environment for investors. In fact, you 
saw at the end of 2013, Mr. Speaker, there was a 
72 per cent increase in the number of new insurance 
entities. Now, some of those were obviously special 
purpose insurers, but a lot of those were traditional 
insurers and there were increases right across the 
board all the way from captives, Class 2, Class 3, up 
to the property [catastrophe] in Class 4 as well. So we 
are seeing hopeful change here, and we hope to see 

actual growth in the economy as it starts to spread 
out. 

Now, in terms of the other aspects of it, clearly 
construction and some of the other areas are still lag-
ging. But one of the issues I think the Minister of Fi-
nance laid out very clearly is that there are about half 
a dozen (about eight or nine) projects, including the 
America’s Cup, including the airport. But a lot of these 
are hotel infrastructure. Those are the kinds of pro-
jects that produce construction jobs, which have been 
so sorely lacking. And that puts more money in the 
community, more money circulating so it goes around 
into hospitality, it goes around into retail, it goes 
around into a lot of the small business and service 
industries as well. And that is the kind of thing that I 
think we see on the horizon here. 

I understand the former Government is scep-
tical about this, the Opposition is sceptical because 
under their watch very little happened in terms of new 
development. We had promises over and over again. 
So I understand the scepticism. But we have already 
seen significant investment by the Hamilton Princess. 
We have seen investment at Pink Beach. We are 
fairly well along with some of these other properties. 
We have seen the announcement recently. And obvi-
ously the important thing is that in many cases they 
actually have financing lined up. So we will see how 
that goes. But I think [this is a] a very hopeful sign on 
the horizon there, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, there are a couple of other things I think 
I want to tackle while I have some time, and that is 
this issue of diversification. It seems to be something 
that all of a sudden the Opposition is very excited 
about. All I would say to them is you had 14 years to 
diversify the economy and we saw absolutely no evi-
dence of it. So, to come along now as backseat driv-
ers with all these wonderful ideas simply is very, very 
hard to believe. 

I would like to touch on a couple of the areas. 
What was interesting for me Mr. Speaker, was this 
issue of online gaming. I think it is something that ob-
viously was considered by the former Government, by 
the former Premier at the time, Dr. Brown. And it was 
a report which . . . Mr. Speaker, you have seen it. It is 
the Green Paper on Gaming for Bermuda. What I 
found very interesting in that was that Internet gaming 
was considered in that particular paper. There is a 
chapter on it basically, and the conclusion was at the 
time (and this is about the Innovation Group, an inde-
pendent group effectively brought on as consultants 
by the former Premier), but the conclusion was, “Con-
sequently, in the case of Bermuda, the potential nega-
tive effects of hosting Internet casino companies po-
tentially outweigh the benefits and more importantly, 
the introduction of internet wagering would not likely 
help achieve the primary goal of reviving the tourism 
industry in the country.”  

They talked about the reputational damage, 
accusations of corruption, scams and money launder-
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ing, something which basically physical presence ca-
sinos do not have now because of the incredible (and 
this is in the United States) level of regulation and— 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Minister is 
misleading the House and the people of this country. 
Money laundering challenges, KYC [Know Your Cus-
tomer] challenges, are the same within brick and mor-
tar casinos and online gaming. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: There’s no difference. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Obviously the experts think differently.  

The Honourable Member is entitled to his 
opinion, but, clearly, that is not the perspective that a 
lot of people have. It is much easier to effectively su-
pervise and regulate a physical presence casino than 
it is to regulate online gaming, which is much more 
difficult to manage. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have got a few minutes left, I 
think, and I want to just tackle energy, not only be-
cause it is in my portfolio, but I think there was an in-
teresting headline in the paper today and it is worth 
commenting on. In the 2daily it said “Power bills to rise 
[after fuel duty hike]” $8.00 per month. (This is the 
headline) It was based on the concept that the in-
crease in duty on fuel would get passed through at 
roughly $8.00 per month for your average customer.  
 Unfortunately, what the story failed to recog-
nise at the same time was that there has been a rela-
tively significant drop in the cost of oil in the meantime 
from essentially November/December of last year. So 
what was roughly forty cents a kilowatt hour is now 
down to thirty-five cents a kilowatt hour. For an aver-
age consumer, which is somebody who uses about 
650 kilowatt hours per month, that drop is effectively 
worth about $32.00 or $33.00. So even though the 
duty increase (which will not kick in until the 1st of 
April) will potentially raise for your average consumer 
over there $8.00 more in their bill, the fact that the 
cost of oil has dropped $32.00 since that time means 
that they are still going to get to keep about $24.00 of 
that. So, they are $24.00 ahead of where they would 
be. 

2 Royal Gazette, 27 February 2015 

 If that price of oil drop continues to work its 
way through, in fact, the average consumer could be 
making even more of a gain than that. Unfortunately, 
the story did not tell the entire truth there, and I think it 
is unfortunate because people had a sense that they 
were going to come out behind when, in fact, because 
of the drop in oil price they will actually come out 
ahead. Obviously it remains to be seen how long that 
drop in oil will last. But there is an excess of oil right 
now, and I think it looks like that is going to be around 
for a little while longer. 
 There are a couple of other things that I found 
interesting in the Reply to the Budget Statement, and 
that was in this Vision 2025 and the creation of Crown 
Corporations, on page 25. There is a suggestion there 
that Crown Corporations ought to be somehow a sal-
vation of some sort. Perhaps I am overstating it, but 
the fact of the matter was that a former Government, 
the United Bermuda Party Government, created the 
Crown Corporation in the form of the BLDC [Bermuda 
Land Development Company] back in 1996. Things 
were actually going fairly well until there was a change 
of Government in 1998 and the whole plot was lost to 
that particular point.  
 In fact— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have been very patient just to let the Hon-
ourable Minister ramble on— 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He is misleading the House.  

He is misleading the House. The BLDC did 
not lose the “plot” (his words) in 1998. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is distortion.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Carry on Dr. Gibbons. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think the Honour-
able Member’s memory is a little fuzzy. He may re-
member that his former Premier, the last one, was 
desperately trying to clean up the BLDC. And one of 
his colleagues on that side was having huge issues. 
There was a lot of internal fighting going on within 
Government.  

The fact of the matter is, the BLDC started out 
in 1996 with a very clear strategic plan. In fact, inter-
estingly enough, there was a business technology part 
which was planned for down there. I notice there is a 
technology incubator which, by the way, is old news, 
on page 26 of the Opposition’s Reply here. There 
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were a number of technology incubators. Cap[ital.] Z 
did one over here for a number of years Unfortunately, 
the challenge here and the challenge with funds is 
that unless you have an exit strategy, unless you have 
a clear way of essentially making money, a lot of peo-
ple are not going to invest in those kinds of things. I 
am not saying that a technology incubator or essen-
tially IT is not something that we should be doing; I am 
just saying that this is not a new idea. This has been 
around for a very, very long time.  

I think we all understand that this other issue 
that we are talking about here with respect to green 
energy is something that would be helpful, and we are 
working towards that right now (it is “Invest in the 
Green Economy,” page 27). The challenge is that 
none of these things are going to work very well until 
the Government gets in place a proper regulatory 
strategy environment, because no one is going to in-
vest in photovoltaic or other means in any significant 
degree until they have the very clear understanding of 
what they are going to get paid for the energy they 
produce. And you need a regulator to be able to do 
that. And that is one of the things we are working to-
wards right now.  

But you need that structure in place, that 
regulatory structure in place, before you can put in 
large scale solar farms. We have talked about the fin-
ger. The former Government talked about the finger 
as well. You need something in place which effectively 
guarantees a rate of return.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I think I have a couple of 
minutes left.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 
 So, there are a number of things in here which 
we have talked about before. A lot of my colleagues 
have talked about the Blue Economy. No one is say-
ing that there may not be at some point in the future 
mineral wealth or other things that can be resourced, 
but it is not something that is going to happen tomor-
row. The technology simply is not there yet. There are 
people who are working on it in other parts of the 
world. We will have to see if they make a go of it fi-
nancially. But to suggest that somehow this is going to 
be a panacea is essentially a wing and a prayer at the 
present time. 

But, as we have said, this is something that 
we need to look at and the Government needs to bal-
ance. And we will look at it, and I think we need, obvi-
ously, an independent analysis to see whether there is 
actually something down there worth pursuing. 

Mr. Speaker, I think those are the main points 
that I want to make. I will end by simply saying that I 
understand the Oppositions’ job is to be as political as 
they possibly can—and this was a very political Reply, 
a very good political Reply in that sense—but the fact 
of the matter is there is not a lot which is very new 

there. And some of the things are, indeed, quite fool-
ish. The idea of spending an additional $30 million 
and thinking that we have the luxury of being able to 
do that is simply foolish and puts us further into 
harm’s way.  

They have a legacy that, unfortunately, is the 
elephant in the room. They have handicapped this 
country severely in terms of our ability to be able to 
move financially. But suffice it to say that this Gov-
ernment has a very clear plan in terms of how we are 
proceeding. It appears to be working so far. And, Mr. 
Speaker, we are going to execute on that plan. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 

Does any other Member care to speak?  The 
Chair will recognise the Minister of Public Works from 
Devonshire South Central, constituency 12, Minister 
Craig Cannonier.  

You have the floor. 
 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am actually quite pleased with today’s de-
bate. And I will follow up with our Honourable Member 
from constituency 33, which quite frankly, [since] I 
came in this evening, my speech has changed three 
times. I thought we were going to have to bring out 
some pace, but I recognise I am going to have to slow 
down the pace because there has been, as I can see, 
an aptitude within the room that would suggest that 
we are beginning to turn the curve towards working a 
lot better on the different ideas that we do have. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, I did. I listened to eve-
ryone. 
 First, Mr. Speaker, let me say that I have to 
commend the Finance Minister for the Budget that he 
has presented for fiscal year 2015/16. I say that be-
cause there is a lot of fear out there, and kept hearing 
it every day, as to what was going to be coming down 
the pipeline as far as the Budget was concerned. 
Maybe that was a tactic of the Finance Minister. I do 
not know. But he certainly had people on edge. 
 When the Budget did finally come out, Mr. 
Speaker, I think we all recognised that he struck a 
great balance as to how we should approach this fis-
cal year 2015/16.  
 Let me now turn my comments towards the 
Honourable Member, the shadow Finance Minister. I 
am going to give him an A for what I have seen. And 
the reason I am doing that is because his tone was 
completely different than last year. Now, much of the 
content may have been similar to last year, but the 
tone through which he approached this whole debate 
endeared me to the fact that we have possibly turned 
the corner of being able to share ideas and make 
something happen. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Obviously you didn’t listen to 
Burgess. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I listened to all Honourable 
Members within the House.  

And, you know, it can get tricky sometimes 
and, you know, when you start hearing things. There 
are a lot of things I could comment to this evening, Mr. 
Speaker, that I was certainly was willing to go down 
that path. But after I heard the Member from constitu-
ency 33 I am going to take a slightly different tack. 

It is not easy for the Finance Minister to do 
what he has had to do. And he sums it all up on 
page 29 of the Budget Statement, when he says, “At 
this stage, there are no easy choices, just tough ones, 
and they are choices that must be made.” I think that 
sentiment is shared by both sides of the House this 
evening. There are no easy answers here. They are 
all tough choices that we must make. 

And in this time where we have to make tough 
choices, people are made to feel uncomfortable, be-
cause all the choices that we make are essentially 
going to affect our standard of living and our expecta-
tions. They will have to adjust to 2015/16. The private 
sector and the public sector will have to make adjust-
ments in order for us to make it through these tough 
times. It is a race against time because we have too 
many of our members, too many of our people who 
are suffering. 

Tonight, Mr. Speaker, I will be a little cheeky. 
We heard about Disney World, where Mickey Mouse 
lives. We heard about Thelma and Louise. But I want 
to tell you a real story. When I was in college in uni-
versity, in fact we would look for Weeks. He was at a 
different university, but we couldn’t find him. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Ah, the Honourable Mem-
ber Weeks— 
 
The Speaker: The Member from— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: —constituency 16. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes. 
 We decided to go to Disney World. We were 
going to drive from Baltimore to Disney World.  
 
The Speaker: Sixteen. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Now that drive is about . . . 
yes, the Honourable Member from constituency 16. 

Now that drive is about 18 hours. We had 
budgeted our money and decided that we three fel-
lows were going to drive all the way down. 
 Now, we had all of our money set out and we 
knew what we were going to do. On the drive down, 
Mr. Speaker, you know you want to stop off and get a 
little something to eat. It was going to be a two-day 
drive because we were going to stop off at a hotel 
overnight. We came upon South Carolina. 
 Now, I do not know if any of our Members 
have been to South Carolina, but back then the par-
ties were on. And the three of us decided to go to this 
club that we found. We wound up spending three days 
in South Carolina, enjoying ourselves, Mr. Speaker, 
having a good old time. 
 
An Hon. Member: A shagging party.  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: By the time we got to Dis-
ney World, we didn’t have enough money to get in! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: So we decided we might 
as well eat at McDonald’s, have a good meal, and 
head on back. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not want anyone to 
take this wrong, I do not want to cast any blame on 
where we are today on anyone, because so many 
factors have contributed and we all have to take re-
sponsibility for where we are today—every one of us 
in this House. So that is why I am glad that the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 33 caused me to 
change my tack for [the] second and third time. So I 
am not going to cast any blame. But we are where we 
are. We are in a position of tough decisions that we 
must make.  
 Now, I am going to get back to the story about 
how we got back. I want to shift now over to what I 
read on page 13. Our Honourable Finance Minister 
spoke about two factors there. He said one of the 
challenges that Bermuda has is that we are undiversi-
fied. We are really just relying on one pillar of our 
economy, knowing that tourism is struggling. And then 
he went on to say that unless we get our debt under 
control, then we will continue to see our ratings low-
ered. 
 The challenge? Under-diversification, debt. 
But in those two challenges also lie the critical an-
swers to how we get to where we need to get to. And 
that is why I said, when I heard from the Opposition, 
the Shadow Finance Minister . . . he named several 
types of diversification economies that we could get 
involved in. I was pleased. Now, yes, they may be 
repeats, but Bermuda must diversify. We must look for 
other opportunities so that we are not standing on just 
one pillar.  
 The other challenge we have is the debt. We 
have got to wrestle this thing down because we can 
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no longer keep going on and spending more than we 
are earning—especially when the Bermuda dollar bill 
is worth nothing. We trade in US dollars. So we have 
to get that foreign investment into the country, and I 
believe that my colleagues have stated very clearly 
the steps we are taking in order to get that inward di-
rect investment into the country so that we can ensure 
that those of us who are not just waiters and wait-
resses and other things, labourers, but those of us 
who have gotten an education who want to be entre-
preneurs and the likes can find an opportunity to exist 
in Bermuda at the standard we have come to be used 
to. 
 I want to just stick in there about the Amer-
ica’s Cup. I am just going to make the suggestion. I 
am looking forward to this unique group coming to 
Bermuda. These are the movers and shakers of the 
world. I am looking for the opportunity, and every sin-
gle one of us in Bermuda [should be looking for the 
opportunity] to sit down next to one of them, have a 
coffee, and look for opportunities in working with them 
and trying to partner with them. Those opportunities 
will exist. They will exist. So attempt to ensure that 
there is a tomorrow not just for ourselves, but for our 
kids and our grandkids.  
 Again, I go back to this page where he talks 
about (pages 13 and 14) that we must seek out an 
opportunity to diversify but we must also, as we have 
seen in this Budget, wrestle down our debt so that our 
ratings allow us to be able to borrow more money—
because we have to!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Absolutely. Abso-
lutely! 
 So, Mr. Speaker, let me head back to the 
story because . . . in good old Bermudian vernacular, 
because I saw there was a seminar the other day 
within the civil service on Bermudian vernacular. I 
thought that was pretty cool, right?  
 We byes was trying to get home, because we 
knew that back at home were our jobs, there was 
education (because we were in university), there were 
our friends, there was a warm pillow to lay on and a 
nice bed. But we did not have any money to get back.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: He didn’t make it! He didn’t 
make that trip; we couldn’t find him! I told you, we 
could not find him.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. We could not find 
him. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: He would have never got 
stuck, eh? He would still be in South Carolina, that’s 
the problem!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: So, Mr. Speaker, what we 
soon realised, and the irony is this: We were experi-
encing a tough time. There was no more money. So 
we wound up having to sleep in the car on the side of 
the highway. 
 The irony of it is this: Three big byes in a car. 
It rained all night. And the windows had to be down at 
least a little bit. So we got rained on. 
 The irony is this. What I am getting at is this: 
We have people today sleeping in cars, Mr. Speaker. 
And that is why there is this urgency and this fervour 
to get our debt under control so that we no longer 
have our people sleeping in cars. I can tell you now, 
Mr. Speaker, when I wake up in the morning I look 
over the area that I live in. I know several people who 
are living on boats. Not because they want to, but be-
cause they have no other choice. We have got to do 
something and we are racing against time.  
 So I take to heart what the Opposition has 
said as far as diversification is concerned, but they 
also must understand that we must make tough deci-
sions right now. No longer can we have the luxuries of 
going down to South Carolina trying to get to Disney 
World and partying for the next couple of days. Now, I 
am not saying that any particular party was partying; 
I’m not pointing any fingers. But what I am saying, Mr. 
Speaker, is that here and now we have some tough 
decisions to make. And those decisions are being 
made to get us to a fiscally prudent position so that we 
can get our people back to a zero sum so we can start 
moving forward and create the opportunities that we 
need to create. 
 As an entrepreneur, Mr. Speaker, one of the 
things I can say is this: Any of us, most of us, actually, 
as I look around the room, have been entrepreneurs 
in some form or fashion and owned our own busi-
nesses. So we have some very astute individuals 
within the House of Assembly. And all of them would 
know this: that whether you buy a new business, 
whether it is an actual new entity or you are buying an 
entity that already existed, it is going to take you about 
three years to get it where you want to get it. At least 
three years. 
 You can have the best of business plans and 
lay it all out before, just like we laid it all out before in 
going down to Disney World, we had our plan set, the 
budget was set, but when you put people in the mix 
things happen. Life happens, and there are things that 
you do not plan for that can throw all kinds of things 
out of whack. So within that three-year period is the 
critical period of that business. It usually . . . most of 
them die off because they cannot figure it out. Those 
that succeed and hang on after those three years 
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usually go into a position of prosperity, unless a re-
cession or the likes hits. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, or they may die. 
That’s right. 
 But we all understand that it takes a few years 
to get it under your belt. And that is why I commend 
the Finance Minister that after two years we are al-
ready showing a command of the financial records. 
 I know there is some differences there. We 
can battle back and forth over where we are. But the 
fact is, Mr. Speaker, as you look at the numbers we 
are moving in the right direction. What we need to do 
now is understand that we are in a race against time 
in getting our people back to work. And I do believe 
that the answers lie in this Budget and also in the Re-
ply. The question is whether or not we are going to 
take it on with fervency and adopt and accept, and the 
Opposition accepts, that we have to be fiscally pru-
dent. But, at the same time we also as a Government 
recognise that while we are in a race against time we 
need to start moving towards diversifying the econ-
omy because anything could happen. There are fac-
tors out there that are beyond our control. And our 
one pillar that we do have could literally decide to 
move tomorrow.  
  
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Speaker, I hear some 
rumblings over the other side. Let me say this here: 
We have been called “wizards” and “masters of the 
dark arts” but the truth is, Mr. Speaker, we do not 
have a magic wand. And we do not have a crystal 
ball. What we do have is a Finance Minister who is 
steadfast, who is strong, who sticks to the principles 
he understands that will get us to where we need to 
get to. And we will stand by that throughout our term 
as Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Somebody say point of 
order?  
 Mr. Speaker, let me go to page 25. I did want 
to bring this up because a lot of talk has been about 
the civil servants. Mr. Speaker, I am going to tell you 
that I had the unique opportunity to go down to waste 
management and talk to our trash collectors. I had a 
great discussion with these guys. Now I promised 
them I am going to go out on the trucks, so I have to 
make sure I get out on the back of one truck one day. 
Maybe the Opposition Leader will come with me as 
well. Get on the back and we’ll go— 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter]  
 

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: But, Mr. Speaker, I recog-
nised that we have some great people working for us. 
And all they want is to ensure that they get a little re-
spect. It is a tough job. And when I looked at the pic-
tures of some of the refuse that they have to pick up, I 
am astonished at some of us in the private sector and 
what we put our guys through. It’s a shame. 
 I give them A+ though, because in spite of . . . 
and when I became Minister I must say I was up in 
trash to my ears, because we were having difficulty 
getting it picked up. I was above my head with grass 
at the roundabout. Every day somebody was calling 
me about the roundabout. Twice a day the Premier 
was calling me, Listen, this has got to be fixed and 
that has got to be fixed. There is an urgency to get 
these things under wraps. But, more importantly, we 
have got to get our finances under wraps.  
 But let me go to what it says here. It is under 
the title “Creation of Crown Corporations.” There was 
something within that which sparked m interest. It 
says in the Reply to the Budget, “Mr. Speaker, as we 
move to diversify our economy” (talking about solu-
tions) over the next decade we must also increase 
efficiency and productivity in the civil service.” We all 
agree with that. “The calls for privatisation of govern-
ment services is based on the premise that the private 
sector can provide the same service at a lower cost; in 
theory,” (he goes on to say) “that is correct. However, 
what happens in practice is that unions are busted, 
employees are made redundant, benefits are reduced 
and end user costs are often increased.” 
 I found that interesting because it made me 
think about where we are right now, the here and now. 
And I thought about where we are. The opposite of 
that is this: If we do not rid ourselves of some of these 
services that are costing the Government money, as 
opposed to making a surplus or bringing in more 
revenue, where we are right now, I do not think any of 
us would disagree that we have a bloated civil service. 
We also have unsustainable agreements. The private 
sector can no longer pay our bills, because that is who 
pays our bills, if we have agreed to unlimited sick 
time. It is impossible to afford that. It is impossible to 
afford 98 days of sick time.  Some of our divisions get 
98 days of sick time. That is four months out of the 
year! That is unsustainable. 
 I can go down the list of the agreements that 
have been made. Now, I am not knocking the unions, 
but what I am saying is that these union agreements 
that we have come to are now today, in 2015, unsus-
tainable. We cannot maintain them. And the private 
sector is saying (those who pay our bills) We can no 
longer afford to pay these bills. And so we have this 
standoff. What we need to do, Mr. Speaker, is sit 
down and have a real conversation between the pri-
vate and public sector about what our expectations 
should be.  

Now, we have had some marches and the 
likes. The point is that . . . and I am going to say this 
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here. And I hear a saying, Will they change their atti-
tudes? Let me just say this here: I was told by some 
well-educated civil servants that the reason they did 
not take the furlough day is because they did not like 
the way they were asked. And my response to that 
was this: You have to rise above the personalities and 
do what is right for the country as a whole. Because 
invariably we all have different personalities, invariably 
we will not always agree. But what we have to agree 
on is how we move ourselves into a better position, 
Mr. Speaker. And it cannot happen if you feel like, I 
got my feelings hurt. 

Mr. Speaker, you know, throughout my politi-
cal career my feelings have been hurt many times. 
But guess what. I am still here, because I recognise 
that politics many times get in the way of progress. 
That is why I was excited when I heard that Member 
from constituency 33 say, We are turning the curve; 
we are going to make a real effort here.  

Now I hear an interpolation saying, Well, have 
you changed attitude? Do not ask that question. Just 
all of us sit back, and if we are serious about moving 
the country forward, just do it! Just do it, understand-
ing that sometimes some of us might get beside our-
selves. You know that is going to happen every so 
often, we will get beside ourselves. But we have to 
move the country forward. 

So I am looking forward to the next couple of 
weeks, the rest of the year, because I believe that 
Government wants to do the right thing and I believe 
that the Opposition wants to do the right thing. If we 
can put some of these personality issues aside and 
recognise that it is about the people of this country, 
we will very swiftly move to some solutions. Very 
swiftly. 

This Honourable House has got some really 
smart people in it. If you sit down one on one with just 
about anyone in this room, you will get some wonder-
ful things and solutions coming out of it.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Now, that is an interesting 
question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, I recognise that. I do 
want to entertain it. 
 He is asking a very valid question: Will the 
private sector entertain? And there may be some atti-
tudes. You know what? I recognise that the private 
sector is looking at it from this point of view. They 
have been taking some licks. The civil service has as 
well, but let us just face it, the private sector, all the 
people who are unemployed are from the private sec-
tor. They are not coming from the civil service. But 
sacrifices have been made on both sides. And the 

road that we do not want to have to go is having to 
make redundancies within the civil service.  
 I can tell you right now, each Minister in this 
front row is fighting hard to ensure that that does not 
happen, pushing back against the Finance Minister to 
ensure that we do not lose anyone. And so far we 
have done a good job at that and been able to main-
tain that. So this fear that we are going to come in and 
slash jobs and do all of these kinds of things has not 
happened. It is getting tougher. We did not reach our 
5 per cent mark. But we have to press forward in cut-
ting where we need to cut and become more efficient.  

So, Mr. Speaker, it has been a great debate, I 
must say, and I do not want to stay up long because I 
know it is extremely late now and we have a couple 
more people who would like to speak. But I want to 
say this here: By the time we byes got back to Balti-
more we had learned the very valuable lesson, Mr. 
Speaker, that sometimes in life you may get detoured. 
But if we work together, which is what we did, and we 
pooled our couple of pennies together and got the last 
bit of gas we could buy and we struggled and rode 
into Baltimore all happy. I believe that is an opportu-
nity that we do have. We now must make sure that 
with the visions I have heard from both sides, that we 
now move our people onto a better place.  

So this has been a great night. We have had 
some fast bowling. But for the most part, what I have 
seen tonight is a willingness . . . I have heard and 
seen a willingness to listen. If you remember last 
year’s budget debate, it got pretty rough. And there 
was a lot of screaming going on. Tonight has been 
pleasant. 

So thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this time. I 
recognise that we may have to look back sometimes 
to remind ourselves of the issues and challenges from 
which we have come. But we must always do that 
while moving forward. And that is what the OBA is 
doing. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Does any other Honourable Member care to 
speak?  

I recognise the Honourable Premier. 
Premier Dunkley, you have the floor. 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning to colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, as my honourable 
colleague, Minister Cannonier, said, it has been an 
interesting debate from yesterday morning, yesterday 
afternoon and this morning.  

I think, Mr. Speaker, what has been clearly 
evident to me is the fact that we have strong differ-
ences of opinions and thoughts of how we will move 
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forward from our challenged position at this time. I 
think that is okay. That is okay as long as we deal with 
it in an appropriate way. I think it is good to share dif-
fering opinions, because if you are genuine in trying to 
find a resolution, no matter which side you come at it 
from you can find some resolution. So if Members on 
the Opposition are willing to reach across and work 
toward solutions, this Government has always said 
that we are also willing to try to find those solutions. 
But it has got to be genuine, Mr. Speaker. 

That is where we get side-tracked at times, 
because when we have a debate like this, and maybe 
it is emotion, maybe it is the heat in this room because 
the air-conditioning is not working again, even though 
it is the end of February it is a bit sticky today. Some-
times the language just gets in the way and takes us 
off that intended path that I think that we want to go 
on. 

I heard some comments today like the Hon-
ourable Opposition Leader said, there is a high de-
gree of dishonesty in their analysis. Well, while I un-
derstand what I think the Honourable Member was 
trying to say, he disagreed with our analysis, but it 
does not mean that it is dishonest. So I think we have 
to be very careful how we chose our words, because 
the last thing we want to do is stop listening to each 
other. Then you have a real issue going forward. We 
do not want to see that because we all have to work 
together to get out of the situation we are in. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, as I had the opportunity to 
read through the Reply to the Budget, by the Shadow 
Finance Minister, it was clear to me, as the Honour-
able Minister Dr. Gibbons said, that this was more like 
a feel-good speech, trying to say things that would 
appeal to people in the community. But, really, I read 
it again later this evening and one thing that struck me 
is that, while some of the things in there are laudable 
and interesting, like domestic food production, I think 
everybody supports that. But here today and for the 
next two weeks, we are talking about a budget. We 
are talking about making the government sustainable 
and successful going forward. We are talking about 
still turning the economy around. We have to be real 
in what our objectives are and what the initiatives are 
to get there. 
 So, some of the options in the Shadow [Fi-
nance Minister’s] Reply are not only unattainable at 
this point to help us where we need to go, but they are 
concerning. I draw reference to one of them, the Ber-
muda Fund. Mr. Speaker, the challenges we have 
with pensions without the Honourable Members on 
that side trying to put more meat on the bone as to 
how a Bermuda Fund can take money from pension 
funds and invest it and be successful without any risk, 
because remember, Mr. Speaker, our pension funds 
generally are in a difficult position. The last thing we 
want to do for people who have worked hard putting 
into pension funds is to put that money at a risk going 
forward. These types of ideas sound good, but I did 

not [see] enough meat on that bone today. I did not 
get— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —that it could actually 
work. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not sure if it is inten-
tional, but the Shadow Minister of Finance never al-
luded to the fact that pension money being invested is 
a risky investment. All pension money gets reinvested, 
Mr. Speaker. It all has risk attached to it. He is mis-
leading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, perhaps they 
can explain it in more detail when they have an oppor-
tunity. But it was clear—take the money out of the 
fund and put it somewhere else. That is a change of 
the stated desire to build a pension, to grow a pen-
sion, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, these ideas might sound good in in-
fancy, but you have got to really make sure they work. 
 Another one, Mr. Speaker, was the infrastruc-
ture development. Of course, everybody— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member!  
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, everybody 
wants to have an Island where our infrastructure is 
developed and strong and meets the needs of our 
people. There is no doubt about that. The former 
Government continues to toot their horn about what 
they did for infrastructure development. I am sure 
every Government going back in history would do the 
same thing, because while all Governments have had 
challenges with infrastructure development, I think all 
Governments have taken on mammoth projects with 
varying degrees of success. But clearly, infrastructure 
development is something that is fascinating, and we 
can talk about the project. But in a budget I did not 
hear any word about how we would pay for it. And I 
did not hear any word about what the plan is. What is 
the first option? What is the second option? What is 
the third option?  

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 27 February 2015 955 
 
 I did hear an Honourable Member say about 
10 hours ago, Well, we would do the airport and the 
Causeway together. Okay. How are you going to do 
it? It is nice to stand up and give a speech, but, really, 
delivering results is what matters. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Premier is 
misleading the House. What was stated is that we 
need to revisit and start to implement the National In-
frastructure Strategy Plan. It has not been imple-
mented. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And the first project in a infra-
structure strategy plan is more than likely the airport— 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —which the OBA is doing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, Mr. Speaker, I guess 
I am not misleading the House because now the Hon-
ourable Member said they support the airport project. 
So, I guess in time if we talk enough we come back to 
where we started. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. He is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: All right, Member. Please take your 
seat. 
 Premier, carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am happy to take a point 
of order, Mr. Speaker, but I need to have substance, 
even at quarter to two in the morning. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, so we 
go on and we look at some of the comments in the 
Reply to the [Budget Statement]. I find it very interest-
ing, talking about, and I read from page 15, “Mr. 
Speaker, many will ask where this extra investment in 
tourism will come from as the government is strapped 
for cash. We know where the government can better 
prioritise spending to give a boost to tourism.” I sat on 
the edge of my chair and then I thought . . . we’ve 
gone to another paragraph “Redevelopment of the 
Airport.” 
 So, they make you sit up and think, Okay, we 
have something good coming here, and it just disap-
peared. It’s like, poof, it’s gone! It is amazing, Mr. 
Speaker. This would be a good thesis in university 
because you would tantalise people’s imagination. But 
if you had to go out and deliver the next day, you 
could not find the money to even start any project. But 
they do not talk about it. 
 Last year there was talk about investment, an 
extra $5 million here, an extra $5 million there. Thirty 
million [dollars] . . . it all added up. And that was real 
money we were throwing around at that time . . . well, 
sorry, the Opposition was trying to throw around. They 
have been throwing it around like it meant nothing. 
And then all of a sudden, poof, how is it going to be 
used? 
 Mr. Speaker, that is the difference. When you 
sit on that side you can say things and they sound 
good. It might get a headline in the newspaper on a 
Saturday morning. You might even get the news at 
seven o’clock at night. But by Monday it is forgotten, 
Mr. Speaker. Over here, when we do things they ac-
tually mean something. People’s lives, people’s fu-
tures depend on that, Mr. Speaker. That is why col-
leagues on this side get very disturbed when Honour-
able Members on that side want to throw around 
words that really are meant to hurt, meant to damage, 
meant to undermine—words such as “mistrust.”  
  Mr. Speaker, everybody has a mouth in this 
Chamber and everybody can use it very freely. But I 
think that we need to have a higher level of account-
ability when we start to throw those words around, Mr. 
Speaker, because I could say that one of the reasons 
why the former Government was voted out is because 
they lost the trust of the people. They did not perform. 
Mr. Speaker, when you look at the record, that is ac-
curate. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am going to come to the 
Budget because this is the Budget Debate and some 
people have meandered around like they are out on 
the golf course looking for a ball that has gone left and 
right. But, Mr. Speaker, I remember before the last 
election in the United States (that would have been 
2011), and President Obama was taking some real 
flak leading up to the election. I remember I was over-
seas about a month before the election sitting in my 
hotel room watching the TV news and the President 
was getting slammed by everybody on the other side. 
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The reporter asked him, What do you think about this? 
And President Obama stopped, looked right at the 
camera and said, My opponent’s focus on my record 
because they want to run from theirs. 
 At first I listened to it and said, That’s interest-
ing. But the more I thought about it, how accurate it 
was. And I pin that on the Opposition now because all 
they want to do is focus on the Government. And that 
is fine, because we will be accountable. We will stand 
by our record. We will be accountable. But I am not 
going to let them run from their record.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And transparent? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And transparent. 
 They are not going to run from their record, 
Mr. Speaker. And here is their record.  
 Now, we have two years’ of budget that we 
have to take ownership for. We are not going to run 
from that. The last six years of their budget they have 
to take ownership for too, because it sets a telling tale 
of the deficit of trust that they built up over that time, 
Mr. Speaker.  

And what I think is concerning and frightening 
for many on this side is the simple fact, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Shadow Minister of Finance was the Junior 
Minister of Finance in another place. And when I sat in 
that other place with the Honourable Member, I re-
member budget debates where the Honourable Mem-
ber did not even want to discuss the debt was a chal-
lenge as it slowly, and then more rapidly picked up. 
Did not think it was a problem whatsoever. And now, 
all of a sudden, when the shoe is on the other foot, the 
epiphany struck.  

Now, I do not know when it hit, if it was last 
Christmas, or Easter, or sometime, maybe Cup Match 
with some of the fine products that we all like to im-
bibe. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But, Mr. Speaker, it is like 
the epiphany hit and it was just like a Denzel Wash-
ington movie that was on TV earlier tonight when we 
were listening to the debate and watching TV, when 
you go back in time and lose your memory. 
 
An Hon. Member: Déjà vu. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Déjà vu or whatever. 
 But here is the real deal, Mr. Speaker. So in 
2007 I think everyone will agree that the economy was 
still doing fairly well. But there were signs that things 
were starting to change, signs that Members on that 
side did not see when they were sitting on this side or 
in the other place. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, in 2007 the Government 
budgeted for a deficit after current capital and paying 
off the debt of $108 million. In 2007, when the econ-

omy was still going well, but creeping, they budgeted 
for a deficit of $108 million. Lo and behold, it finished 
at $136 million—$28 million (I don’t remember the 
numbers. I will come back and add them up for you. 
Just think about the number, because it is frightening, 
Mr. Speaker.) 
 Then the next year in 2008/09, they budgeted 
for another deficit of $131 million when it was clear 
that the road was certainly paved with many rumble 
strips, like we have down here on East Broadway—
$131 million. But, Mr. Speaker, by year’s end it had 
turned to $241 million. 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, they are complaining 
about what we have done. I will get to that. 
 So now it is clear there is a real challenge. So 
the next year the budget deficit is $148 million esti-
mated. But, Mr. Speaker, it finishes at $209 million. 
Now, we are talking about real money. It is not my 
iPad, it is not Monopoly money. This is real money 
that we have to pay back to somebody. As the former 
Finance Minister said, at the end of the day, some-
body has to pay. 
 So, it gets better. In 2010/11, $143 million . . . 
now, Mr. Speaker, they just had three bad years. You 
would think you would live and learn, you think you 
would change the textbook or try something new, 
throw out the crystal ball they had over there (it is still 
there), but try something else. The $143 million turned 
into $234 million. 
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, we are 
not talking about $10 million off here. We are not talk-
ing about $20 [million], we are not talking about $30 
[million], we are not talking about $40 [million], we are 
not talking about $50 [million], you get the drift. It is up 
there; it has gone north.  
 So in 2011/12, Mr. Speaker, the budget deficit 
was projected to be $147 million. Again, it broke that 
$200 million to about $229 million. And, Mr. Speaker, 
last year in 2012/13 when the vote was finally put eve-
ryone out of their misery the $172 [million] turned to 
$226 [million]. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, those numbers there add 
up to $446 million extra that was not budgeted for, 
that was not thought about, but somebody has to pay. 
That is the budget, Mr. Speaker. That is a budget. And 
that is serious. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, the Honourable Op-
position Leader asked for the last two years . . . I am 
glad you lead me there. 
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 Now, remember, six years $446 million. That 
is serious! Even at five to two o’clock at night. 
 Now, the last two years under the OBA Gov-
ernment, two years, we are $1 million off in our esti-
mate, but in a better direction! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Check the numbers. 
 
The Speaker: Premier, speak to the Speaker. 
 Honourable Leader of the Opposition you be 
quiet please, and the Premier will speak to the 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am happy to give him a 
math lesson afterwards— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, just— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Premier, just speak to me. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So, Mr. Speaker, $446 
[million] over six years— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Seventy-four years? 
 Almost $130 million over two years compared 
to two years of the OBA Government $1 million in the 
other direction, Mr. Speaker. There is a clear defining 
difference, Mr. Speaker. Those guys did not get it, we 
are accurate with our budget. And that comes from 
the Ministry of Finance and the Deputy Premier and 
the Minister of Finance, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So, while you want to be 
critical, while there are some people in this Chamber 
on the other side who want to be critical, the Honour-
able Member has done a stellar job. And as we will 
get through during the course of the various heads we 
debate, nobody has mentioned a hurricane today with 
any substance. That cost us millions of dollars that we 
had to pay for. Of course, you cannot budget for that. I 
challenge anybody over there to say it was not money 
that was worth spending. 
 Mr. Speaker, those millions of dollars, $4.1 
million, $800,000 to the Regiment through Works and 
Engineering helped get this country back on track. 
And I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of 
the workers throughout Bermuda, whether it is in gov-

ernment services, whether it is in emergency services, 
whether it is private sector, for the sacrifice and help 
they gave to get Bermuda open and back running 
again. You cannot budget for those things. But, in 
spite of that, we are still very close to our number. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I think it is important to note 
that during the economic debate we can talk, we can 
sound like we know what we are talking about. But at 
the end of the day the numbers will be proving out. I 
am proud to sit next to this Honourable Member here. 
I am proud to sit next to all of our team members here 
because while we have those difficult decisions to 
make, we can make those difficult decisions and we 
can move this country forward. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to end up by just 
going back again and tidy up a little bit about our 
community and our people. And why do I say that? 
Because one of the things that politicians try to do, no 
matter where you sit, is try to show that you care more 
about the people than the other guy does. And that is 
fine. But we are in a position where not only do we 
have to meet the needs of our people today and to-
morrow, we have to meet the needs of future genera-
tions. And why do I say that, Mr. Speaker? Because 
there is a serious challenge that if we do not put it 
back in the box and know how we can open that box 
and control that box when we have an opportunity, we 
are all done. And that is debt. Because that door will 
knock. 
 The Minister of Finance will talk more about 
that when he has an opportunity. But it got to be in a 
position where it was scary. And we have started to 
control that. Now, in the Reply, the Shadow Minister 
said that they will balance the Budget. Well, I do not 
believe it. For one reason, they never talked about 
that when they were the Government. And for two, 
they are not the Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We will balance the 
Budget. And we are moving in the right direction. 
 So now, our two track, where we invest in 
tourism and get those projects moving forward . . . I 
heard last week comments from the other side about 
straw men. You will see. But people will have to eat 
those straw men when it comes to reality, and working 
with international business and new sectors of the 
economy will make it happen. But at the same time, 
we will right-size this government and make this gov-
ernment more efficient, with the heart and sensibility 
to deal with the people we have to deal with at all 
times, Mr. Speaker. 
 You know, sometimes I remember when I was 
a child. And in spite of my baby face now, at the ma-
ture age I am, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Laughter]  
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —my parents had to show 
me some tough love. And I did not understand it, Mr. 
Speaker, because in those days, I had one of those 
little haircuts, you know, the crew-cut, because we 
went up into the little shed. The guy came and just cut 
it from back to front. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. But I had to get some 
tough love. And I remember when my father would 
grip me and send me packing with a you-know-what in 
the backside. I would go back to the house, and I am 
crying away, saying, Mommy, Daddy don’t love me, 
Daddy don’t love me. She said, That’s the tough love 
that you need. 
 Well, we have to make those tough decisions. 
And sometimes, they can be akin to tough love. Be-
cause we cannot let Bermuda continue down this slip-
pery slope. We have turned it around. We are going to 
right-size government. We are going to bring hope 
back to people again. And we are going to continue to 
make Bermuda the paradise that it needs to be, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 So, thank you for the opportunity to speak 
tonight. And I would like to finish by saying Congratu-
lations to the Finance Minister, and I look forward to 
the next two weeks of debate. Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister of 
Finance. 
  
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Premier, for 
those accolades, and colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, the hour is late. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, very. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: But it would be remiss of 
me to pass up this opportunity to reflect on a few of 
the things that have been said during the day. 
 One of the first things that struck me about the 
Opposition’s Response to our Budget Statement, both 
in the media and today, was that the Budget State-
ment for the Government had few ideas for growth of 
jobs. I was really stunned by that. I was stunned and 
stung by that. 
 We went out of our way to outline a stimulus 
package conservatively worth $930 million. Mr. 
Speaker, you will recall that the Morgan’s Point people 
gave a presentation the other day about what they 
intend to do. And I have valued Morgan’s Point here 
at $160 million because that is what the Government 
is going to guarantee in a construction loan. But the 
principals of Morgan’s Point said they are spending 
over $300 million up there for the first phase. So, it is 

clear that the stimulus package is actually bigger than 
what we say or what we have said in this Budget 
Statement. 
 And despite that, we hear from the Opposition 
that there are no ideas for growth and jobs. And, Mr. 
Speaker, this money is not being delivered to Ber-
muda in a suitcase and being hidden under a rock. 
This is money that will be spent in Bermuda. And it will 
be spent in Bermuda on Bermudian goods and ser-
vices. And those goods and services will be, among 
other things, provided by Bermudians. So this is not 
something theoretical, and this is something real. And 
it will provide employment for said Bermudians. So, 
the response that this Budget does not provide any 
ideas or plan for growth is just—I would not even say 
it is not realistic. It is just political posturing, really. 
 The Honourable Opposition Leader, I heard 
him on the radio. I do not listen to the radio very 
much. But I happened to be, like a lot of married men, 
waiting for my wife in the car. So I had the news on, 
and I heard with my own ears him say . . . He was 
asked about this part of the equation. And he said, 
Oh, these are just fairy tales. That is the word he 
used, These are just fairy tales. So, we hear that on 
the one hand. And on the other hand, we hear state-
ments this evening that they want this Government to 
succeed. I have heard several Members say that this 
evening. They want the Government to succeed be-
cause if the Government succeeds, then Bermudians 
succeed. I have heard that. 
 But at the same time, we hear dismissal or 
undermining of critical elements of the plan we are 
putting forward. So, which one is true, Mr. Speaker? 
Which one is true? Is the undermining true? Or do 
they really want us to succeed and Bermudians to 
benefit from that success? 
 Mr. Speaker, I have to say, I have to admit 
that I do not think they want us to succeed. I do not 
think they want these projects to come to pass. They 
keep undermining the credibility of these projects, re-
peatedly. They do not want these inward investments 
for Bermuda. They really do not! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Minister is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: You did not say that? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member? 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, we are not trying 
to undermine these projects. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We are not trying to stop the 
progress of tourism. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thanks. Okay. Great, great. 
Fine. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: They are not trying to 
undermine it, Mr. Speaker, but they say it is a straw 
man. They say it is fantasy or it is a fairy tale (let me 
use the right word). So I think the listeners can make 
up their minds for themselves. Because you cannot 
say that they support this and at the same time tell the 
Bermudian public that the plans that we have here are 
fantasy and will not come true. You cannot have it 
both ways! You cannot have it both ways. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order, Mr. Speaker. The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading]  

 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Despite his advanced age, 
it is obvious he has no understanding of how the 
Westminster system works, Mr. Speaker. Otherwise, 
he would not be misleading this House. 
 The Opposition’s words do not have the 
power to stop people from investing in profitable ven-
tures. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I love the confidence, the 
compliment that that particular Honourable Member 
paid me about my advanced age. And with age comes 
experience and wisdom, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, I think that speaking with forked tongue, 
as they say in the old Western movies, as it relates to 
our stimulus package here, speaks to the fact that the 
Opposition really does not want us to succeed. It is 
their way. As usual with their modus operandi, they 
put politics before country. And that is what we have 
here. 
 Now let me move on to another thing, which is 
an example of the same theme, the airport project. 
There has been a lot of talk about that today. And one 
of the things that has been said today is that we have 
not given the Bermuda Tourism Authority sufficient 

money to do what it should do. But if we did not build 
the airport, they could have that money, basically, to 
sum up that statement. 
 Mr. Speaker, the airport project that we have 
proposed and that we are working on will not use up 
cash from the treasury. You know? Their assumption 
might have been true if we were taking $30 [million], 
$40 [million], $50 [million], $250 million from the 
treasury to build an airport and say, Well, take some 
of that money and give it to the Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority. But that is not how we are financing this thing. 
So, the notion that has been propagated by the Oppo-
sition that the airport is making a profit is just totally 
false! It is just totally false. 
 The notion that we are taking, for instance, 
the departure tax, which we are increasing—the de-
parture tax, and that departure tax would no longer be 
available to the treasury because it will go to the air-
port is a half-truth. Because they are looking at the 
departure tax, which incidentally does not go to the 
airport; it goes into the Consolidated Fund. So that is 
why it is not a profit. But they are totally ignoring the 
cost of running the airport and maintaining the airport. 
 Now, when you put those two things together, 
you know what happens, Mr. Speaker? We actually 
lose a bit of money on that airport. Not much, but we 
lose a bit of money on the airport. You take the depar-
ture tax, you put how much it costs to run and main-
tain the airport, we lose a little bit of money. So the 
notion that, by financing the airport the way that we 
have proposed is going to take money from the treas-
ury and prevent us from using it to spend somewhere 
else is a total falsehood! And I want to make that em-
phatically clear because I have heard that argument, 
that erroneous argument several times, and it is 
wrong! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. Point 
of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure is tabled by the Honourable Minister. If 
you take the amount for airport departure tax, plus the 
amount of revenue that currently accrues to the De-
partment of Airport Operations, and you subtract it 
from the expense of the airport, the airport makes a 
profit on a cash basis, on paper of $11 million. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Finance Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Let me move on. 
 Now, there is a statement by the Honourable 
Member who is responsible for finance on that side, 
some allusion to somebody from Bermuda who is on 
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the board of Aecon. Now, he told us, I asked him in 
the kitchen who the person is, and he told me the per-
son was a company. All right? And companies do not 
sit on boards, as we all know. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Let me say this, Mr. 
Speaker. I do not care who it is. I know I have not met 
him. So, I do not even know who he is. The point is 
this, that the Bermuda Government did not choose 
Aecon. CCC [Canadian Commercial Corporation] 
chose Aecon, not the Bermuda Government. They 
chose Aecon because they are one of the biggest de-
velopers in Canada, and they have got experience in 
doing this kind of thing. 
 So this kind of, again, throwing some sort of 
mud to see what sticks, you know, is not exactly the 
kind of behaviour that a group of people who say they 
support our projects in principle would do. No! They 
do not support the projects, and they are trying to 
trash it wherever they can! And this was another ex-
ample of that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Incidentally, Mr. Speaker, 
I heard for the first time today that they are against a 
new airport in principle. So, you know, We don’t need 
a new airport. This is really interesting. Because when 
I became Finance Minister and we started to look into 
this airport thing, Mr. Speaker, I found that the PLP 
had a grandiose plan for an airport. So, somehow, 
somewhere in their administration, they thought they 
needed a new airport! And guess what? That airport 
was costing a half a billion dollars! 
 
Some Hon. Members: Wow! Whoa! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You have heard me refer 
to the Taj Mahal? That is what I am talking about. It is 
their Taj Mahal. But we decided we were not going to 
build a Taj Mahal. Why? Because we cannot afford it. 
Right? They did not do it because they could not find 
financing for it, Mr. Speaker. And they are really quite 
miffed that this Government has found a way to do it! 
It has really got their noses out of joint because of 
that! We found a way to do this thing, and at the same 
time not impacting the treasury. 
 So when you hear all of this criticism coming 
from the other side, it is strictly sour grapes and poli-
tics! They are trying to hoodwink Bermudians into 
thinking that they are supporting the growth projects of 
this Government. But at the same time, they are 
throwing mud on it. You cannot have it both ways, Mr. 
Speaker! You cannot. 
 If you oppose the airport, Mr. Speaker, you 
are opposing the creation of Bermudian jobs. So, if 
that shoe fits on the Opposition, wear it!  

 Now, Mr. Speaker, just a couple of notations 
on some of the things that I heard today. [About] the 
great idea from the Member who speaks for Finance 
on their side of Crown Corporations, and how that 
would be a great thing. Well, Mr. Speaker, as one of 
my colleagues has already pointed out, that a Crown 
Corporation is another name for a quango. And we 
have got lots of quangos in Bermuda. BLDC [Ber-
muda Land Development Corporation] is one of them. 
But I could say that there are other quangos. Bermuda 
Housing Corporation is a quango. Bermuda Monetary 
Authority is a quango. The Bermuda Hospitals Board 
is a quango. There are lots of quangos in Bermuda. 
So just because you call it a Crown Corporation does 
not make it any different from a quango! 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We have got lots of 
those, and some of them run properly, and some of 
them do not! Bermuda Housing Corporation was the 
quango that was responsible for Grand Atlantic! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So do not give me all this 
stuff about Crown Corporations. You know, it is not a 
panacea, no. 
 Another point was made today by one of the 
Members of the Opposition about income inequality 
and how we need to fix income inequality, to make it 
less unequal. Nobody on this side disagrees with that 
objective. But, Mr. Speaker, you cannot reduce in-
come inequality without economic growth. It is impos-
sible. So the idea of restoring economic growth while 
not bankrupting the Government will lay at least the 
foundation to pursue that objective of reducing income 
inequality. You have got to have a proper economy 
first, a growing economy. 
 Or else, in order to get income equality, you 
have to be Robin Hood. You have to steal from the 
rich to give to the poor. You know? It may have gotten 
Robin Hood somewhere in Robin Hood’s days, but it 
is not going to work today. It is just not going to work. 
 Okay. Let us move right along. There has 
been an interesting section in the Opposition’s Reply 
on the Vision 2025. And I have written down here, It is 
a classic pie-in-the-sky scenario. Mr. Speaker, this is 
interesting. Even in communist and socialist govern-
ments—and remember, communism is a system 
where they claim to unlock the engine of history. In 
other words, they knew how history worked. And 
therefore, they could impeccably predict the future. 
Right? The whole premise of communism is that. And 
even they limited themselves to five-year plans. 
 Yet, the Honourable Opposition have put to-
gether a 10-year plan for us to look at. This is rose-
coloured-glasses-looking, Mr. Speaker, nothing else. 
This is rose-coloured-glasses gazing in the extreme. 
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You know, Mr. Speaker, it made me recall when I was 
sitting over there, that in January 2008, when the 
world was stumbling towards a recession, they did not 
see it coming. They did not see it coming. They were 
warned. They were warned by me, but they kept 
spending like drunken sailors. And that spending like 
drunken sailors ended up with the numbers the Hon-
ourable Premier just gave everybody. All right? They 
tried to ridicule me and all of us for warning; they 
called me all kinds of names. But, you know, c’est la 
vie. 
 But with that kind of foresight, Mr. Speaker, 
the track record of that kind of foresight, they now ex-
pect us to believe that they can see 10 years into the 
future—10 years into the future. In January 2008, they 
could not see three months into the future! 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Now, Mr. Speaker, you 
know, the idea is to have a long-term vision. I am 
sorry that Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert, from, I 
think he is constituency 6, is not here, because it is his 
favourite proverb that was quoted. But it reminded me 
of another saying, not Biblical, that would really tickle 
the fancy of the Opposition Leader, because it is a 
quote from his favourite economist, Lord Keynes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, Lord, no! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Lord Keynes was dis-
cussing the difference between long-run predictions in 
economics and short-run. And you know what Lord 
Keynes said? He said, In the long run, we are all 
dead. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Now, it may be nice to 
have a vision for 2025, Mr. Speaker. But we have got 
to get there first. And we have got to clear critical hur-
dles to get there intact. This Government is focused 
on those hurdles and clearing those hurdles. I do not 
know about other Members. Young Members over 
here may be here in 2025. I know one thing for sure: I 
will not be. So I am not worrying about 2025. All right? 
But what I am worried about is that if we do not clear 
the critical hurdles in the next few years, 2025 is going 
to be a really bad year! That much I can say, a really 
bad year if we do not clear the critical short-term chal-
lenges that we have in this country. 
 And that is what this Budget is all about. That 
is what this Budget is all about. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to move right along 
here, because there are some outrageous things that 
have been said here today that I just want to just re-
fute. Now, my book here does not have the same 
page numbering. But in my Budget Statement, in Fig-
ure 1, it has a graph of the United States economy, 

right? The Honourable Opposition Leader got up here 
and said, emphatically, that the United States’ econ-
omy has not recovered! 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Well, I have got a graph 
here that has been done by Thomson Reuters Data-
stream, one of the most authoritative economic statis-
tics bureaus on earth, that shows one, two, three 
graphs on the same graph that shows that the US 
economy has recovered. But according to that Mem-
ber, it has not. Now, this is the kind of nonsense we 
get in this place—total nonsense. 
 Now, let us move right on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We heard lots of refer-
ence to the fact that this is an austerity Budget. This is 
not an austerity Budget. The Honourable Member to 
my left, the Minister of Economic Development, made 
his analysis very concisely about other countries that 
are in austerity budgets. We do not have an austerity 
Budget here. We are looking to cut spending by 
3.5 per cent, maybe hoping to cut it by 5 [per cent]. 
Hey, that is not austerity. But that also ignores the 
stimulus package that we have enabled. Austerity 
budgets do not have stimuli. But we do. So, to say it is 
an austerity Budget is nonsense, right? But it is only 
an austerity Budget if you call our stimulus package 
fairy tales. Right? If you call it fairy tales, I guess it is 
an austerity Budget. But then again, it cannot be fairy 
tales and have them say they are supporting it at the 
same time. Right? 
 Yes. So, there is much talk about GDP and 
debt-to-GDP in the Honourable Member’s Reply. One 
thing that has been clear, it was clear to me when I 
was over there and even clearer to me over here, that 
debt-to-GDP is not a proper measurement of leverage 
for a country like Bermuda. That is why we put in 
other rules for debt last year. Debt-to-GDP is a mean-
ingless statistic for an island economy. It is a com-
monly used one, but it does not create the kind of con-
trol that we need. And that is why we put in these ex-
tra debt rules or debt service rules, metrics that are 
more important or more relevant to our size as a 
country. 
 In any case, when they were the Government, 
Mr. Speaker, they kept comparing Bermuda’s debt/-
GDP ratio to the United States! I remember that very 
clearly. You know, and they will say, Oh, yeah. We’re 
not in bad shape. Look! We’ve only got 30-something 
per cent! And other big countries, they are at 50, 60, 
70, 80, 90! We’re okay, Jack! 
 
[Laughter]  
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I remember hearing that 
when I was over there! I am telling you. How soon we 
forget. Institutional amnesia. So, we have introduced 
some metrics that are much more appropriate for 
small island economies. 
 Now, let me get to the $800 million bond is-
sue. Much has been made about that. They are hav-
ing some fun on that one. And, you know, it is always 
nice to have fun. Well, here are the facts, Mr. 
Speaker. We borrowed for multi years in the amount 
of $800 million. Right? The great thing about what 
was achieved there is that the size of the issue was 
such that we were able to borrow that money at very 
good terms, very good terms. And just because inter-
est rates have not moved between then and now, it 
does not mean the decision was wrong. Because if we 
had to borrow year-by-year like they did when they 
were running deficits, they would have had to go to a 
bank to get that money, because the amount was not 
big enough to get a good institutional rate. So what we 
did, we borrowed for multiple years to get a good insti-
tutional rate. We got a great deal in the bond markets, 
very small cost ratios, and that was because the issue 
had size. Size matters, I am afraid. If you go to borrow 
$50 [million], $60 [million], $100 million, you are not 
going to get the kind of interest rate that you get in 
capital markets. 
 If you had to go to a bank to borrow money, 
that is really expensive finance. That is why you have 
capital markets, because you can borrow for less. So 
let us not get carried away about interest rates not 
rising and all of that. That was not the purpose of the 
financing. The purpose of the financing was to give 
some certainty to the financial position of this Island 
during a particular period. 
 Now, I have a point here that the Honourable 
Member, Mr. De Silva, was making a big song-and-
dance— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
from constituency 29 (excuse me, Mr. Speaker) was 
making a song-and-dance about the infrastructure that 
the former Government put in place. 
 I would like to draw your attention, and every-
body’s attention, to the last graph in my presentation, 
Figure 9. Right? That shows the employment costs of 
government relative to the GDP of Bermuda. And I 
want to particularly draw your attention, Mr. Speaker, 
to the years 2005 to 2008. Those were years that the 
Bermuda economy was still growing strongly. And you 
will see there that the blue bars are higher than the 
red bars. The red bars are the GDP. The blue bars 
are employment bars. So even during the time that 
the economy was growing stronger, employment 
costs in government were growing stronger than that. 
Okay? 

 So, the deficit situation that we find ourselves 
in, the debt situation that we find ourselves in in this 
country today is not due to infrastructure! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: What is that? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is right. 
It is not due to the building of infrastructure. It is due to 
increasing the size of the civil service in excess of 
what the country can afford. That is what it is! You see 
the civil service is increasing way faster than the 
economy, even when the economy was growing 
fast—even when it was growing fast. So, the notion 
that somehow all this great bricks-and-mortar was 
built and that is why the debt is so high is nonsense! It 
is total nonsense. 
 We are in this situation because they allowed 
and encouraged the public service to outgrow the 
economy which feeds it. It is as simple as that. 
 
The Speaker: You have just over three minutes. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I am sure I will not take them all up. 
 Now, there was some talk about increasing 
the taxes and how that is such a terrible thing at this 
time. Now, first of all, in the Budget Statement, it 
clearly says that the decision to increase taxes on this 
Budget cycle was made on the expected growth rate 
of the economy, not the current growth rate, not the 
historical growth rate, but the growth rate that we see 
in the year that will unfold come April 1st. And some-
body said, I do not know who it was, you know, that if 
they had done this, there would be much weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth from the private sector. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, here is the difference be-
tween what we are proposing here and what the PLP 
Government did when they proposed to raise payroll 
taxes 2 per cent. Before we came here to this Cham-
ber and to tell the Bermudian public about this in-
crease in taxes, I went to ABIR, to ABIC, to Chamber 
of Commerce and Hotel Association and Restaurant 
Association. I told all of them what we are going to do! 
All of them! We consulted with the private sector. We 
consulted with the private sector. That is why there is 
no weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth, Mr. 
Speaker. Because when I got up here and made this 
announcement, they already knew. They already 
knew. They already understand why we are doing it. 
And that is why there is no consternation. 
  When the PLP did what they did, they just 
blindsided everybody! And that was the problem! It 
was a breach of faith because they had promised 
business that they would not do anything like that 
without consultation. And, Mr. Speaker, I made the 
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same promise. The difference between me and them 
is that I kept my promise!  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is the difference. 
And that is why this tax rise, even though it is much 
more modest than what they tried to do, has not been 
met with the kind of consternation of their action, be-
cause we promised to consult, and we did consult. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, if you are going 
to open your mouth, open your mouth from your chair. 
All right? 
 
An Hon. Member: Okay. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Now, those are all the 
remarks I have, Mr. Speaker. So, I think that this is the 
conclusion of the debate. So I would now like to move 
that the House do now resume in the Committee of 
Supply to consider the Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure for 2015/16. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 I ask the Deputy Speaker to take the Chair [of 
Committee], please. 
 

House in Committee at 2:33 am 
 

 [Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 
 

ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
FOR THE YEAR 2015/16 

 
The Chairman: Thank you, Members. We are now in 
Committee of Supply for the consideration of the Es-
timates of Revenue and Expenditure for the period of 
2015/16. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 

CABINET OFFICE 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Chairman, I now 
move Heads 9, 26 and 80, the Cabinet Office, and I 
presume we will be doing that on Monday. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to a motion 
to rise and report for Monday, March the 2nd, to dis-
cuss the Cabinet Office, Heads 9, 26 and 80? 
 No objections to that motion. 
 
[Gavel] 
 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The motion has been agreed to. 

Agreed? 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Laughter]  
 
[Motion carried: The Committee of Supply rose and 
reported progress.] 
 

House resumed at 2:35 am 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
  

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
FOR THE YEAR 2015/16 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 It has been agreed that we resume in the 
Committee of Supply on Monday. And the Heads be-
ing discussed on Monday, Cabinet Offices, and those 
are Heads 9, 26 and 80; and National Security, Heads 
83, 06, 07, 25, 88 and 12. 
 All other Orders of the Day have been carried 
over. And I will recognise the Honourable Premier. 
 Premier? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, good morn-
ing. 

I move that we adjourn until next Friday [sic], 
March 6th [sic]. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Monday, Monday! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Monday, Monday. 
 
The Speaker: That is right. We adjourn until Monday. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: March 2nd. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes. 
 And the Premier wants to say something, as 
well. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
APPOINTMENT OF NEW INFORMATION COMMIS-

SIONER 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Premier. Real 
briefly. 
 Beyond the economic debate earlier today, 
the question was asked by myself to the Honourable 
Premier, and I will let the public know that it was a 
collaborative effort from both sides to ask and answer 
the question. And that was in regard to the appoint-
ment of the new Information Commissioner. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to go on the record 
on behalf of the Progressive Labour Party by stating 
that this is the second, third, maybe fourth time that a 
recommendation has emanated from the Cabinet Of-
fice from either this Premier or former Premiers that 
has been . . . After consultation with the Opposition 
Leader, the recommendation has been overturned by 
another place up on the hill, by the United Kingdom’s 
representative. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will say this. If we want to col-
laborate on something, this is the opportune time to 
collaborate on it. As the Opposition, as I told the Pre-
mier, you are the Government. You take the lead. But 
know that we will walk side by side in finally dealing 
with the situation. 
 I also mentioned to the Premier, Mr. Speaker, 
that as far as we are concerned, especially with the 
external threats that we are facing and the obvious 
stepchild relationship that we have with the United 
Kingdom, that it is time for us to seriously consider 
taking that extra step. I will go as far as to say that we 
will be quite happy if next year this time we can have 
either Sir John Swan or a knight or dame of the British 
Empire who is Bermudian to sit up on that hill to come 
down onto the Cabinet grounds in November and read 
the Speech from the Throne. 
 Because at least we know one thing is for cer-
tain. Whoever that Bermudian Governor-General will 
be, that person will have the requisite sensitivity to the 
people of this country. And as far as we are con-
cerned, we are sick and tired. It is now becoming a 
habit, Mr. Speaker. It is no longer . . .  
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is a trend and it is a habit, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, I think I have al-
lowed you to go long enough. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: All right. Well, let me go down 
a touch and just say if we want to collaborate on 
something, then I will extend on our behalf full collabo-
ration in dealing with this situation. As far as we are 
concerned, we could care less if the One Bermuda 
Alliance was the first Government in an independent 
Bermuda. I could care less, Honourable Premier, if 
you become Bermuda’s first Prime Minister. It makes 
no difference to us. 

 But one thing we cannot accept is being 
treated like a stepchild. One thing we cannot tolerate 
is this idea of a lack of regard and a lack of respect. 
We feel that we are prepared, all 36 of us and all 
65,000 of us outside of these Chambers, we are pre-
pared and capable of being the masters of our own 
destiny. If we are going to make mistakes, then let us 
make them with full responsibility and full obligation to 
the people of this country. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Premier? 
 

CONDOLENCES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight on this sad occa-
sion. I would like to extend condolences on behalf of 
all Members of the House to a former colleague, Dr. 
Vincent Bridgewater, who passed away yesterday. 
We did not do the congrats and obits, but I am sure 
that everyone would like to be associated with that. 
 And also, Mr. Speaker, earlier last evening, I 
received a message, a very unfortunate message, 
that the Senior Customs Officer Colin Smith had 
passed away of a heart attack. 
 
An Hon. Member: Who? 
 
The Speaker: Colin. Colin. Yes, you know him. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And I would just like con-
dolences to the family— 
 
The Speaker: President of Somerset [Cricket Club], 
yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —and to the Customs 
family and Somerset Cricket Club family as well, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much. 
 The House is adjourned to Monday, March 
the 2nd, at 10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 2:41 am [Saturday, 28 February 2015], the House 
stood adjourned until 10:00 am, Monday, 2 March 
2015.] 
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Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 874–878 
CCTV security cameras installed under BAS-Serco contract (Answered in writing), 654 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 691–693 
Question Period 

CCTV security cameras installed under BAS-Serco contract (Answered in writing), 654 
Work permits 

masons, plumbers and carpenters (Answered in writing), 810 
masons, plumbers and carpenters unemployed (Answered in writing), 810 

Work permits 
masons, plumbers and carpenters (Answered in writing), 810 
masons, plumbers and carpenters unemployed (Answered in writing), 810 

Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann 
America's Cup Act 2015, 746–747 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 863–866 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 689 

S 
School Restructuring and School Registration. See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 
Scott, Hon. Michael J. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 675–676 
Government Fees Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2015, 681–682 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 698–699 

Scott, Hon. R. Wayne 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 846–851 
Career Pathways Programme, Student success, 653–654 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 675 
Dual Enrolment Programme, Student success, 652–653 
School Restructuring and School Registration, 808 

Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence 
America's Cup Act 2015, 743–746 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 904–911 

Scott, Ms. Leah K. 
America's Cup Act 2015, 731 

Senate, messages from/to 
Commissions of Inquiry Amendment Act 

2014, 647 
2015, 789 
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Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S. 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 940–944 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 676–677 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 686 

Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 935–940 

Smith, Mr. Glen 
America's Cup Act 2015, 729–731 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 878–881 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 674 

Sousa, Mr. Jeff 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 897–899 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 676 

Speaker's announcement and rulings. See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 
Stamp Duties Amendment Act 2015. See Bills 
Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 

Airport Airspace Initiative, Department of, update, 650 (See also Question Period) 
Beneficial Ownership Registers for Overseas Territories, 649 
Budget Statement 2015/16, 790–803 
Bus Service Disruption, 808–809 
Career Pathways Programme, Student success, 653 
Dual Enrolment Programme, Student success, 652 
Overseas Territories, Beneficial Ownership Registers for, 649 (See also Question Period) 
Road Safety Summit 2015, 651 
School Restructuring and School Registration, 808 (See also Question Period) 
Statement in Support of Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure 2015/16, 790–803 (See also Budget 

Statement 2015/16) 
Washington D.C. Meetings at Capitol Hill, 648 (See Also Question Period) 

Status 
Bermuda Status applications granted 2012-February 2015 (See Question Period) 

Statutory Interest Rate Regime, modifications to. See Question Period 
T 
Temporary Loans (Repeal) Act 2015. See Bills 
Tourism Authority 

Bermuda Tourism Authority (See Question Period) 
U 
Unparliamentary words 

lunatics have taken over the asylum, 687 
sounds like a terrorist to me, 906 

W 
Washington 

Bermuda Tourism Authority Washington Mall, 657 
D.C. Meetings at Capitol Hill, 648–649 

Weeks, Mr. Michael A. 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, 664 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 859–863 
Question Period 

Bermuda Tourism Authority, 664 
Wilson, Ms. Kim N. 

America's Cup Act 2015, 752–753 
Budget Statement 2015/16, debate thereon, 899–903 
Good Samaritan Food Donation Act 2015, 817–818 

Work permits 
masons, plumbers and carpenters (See Question Period) 

unemployed (See Question Period) 
number issued 2012-2014 (See Question Period) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dates of Sittings:  

13, 20, 27 February 2015  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Government of Bermuda 

 

The Cabinet Office 

 

Parliamentary Questions 

 

Responses by 

Premier and Minister of National Security, The Hon. Michael H. Dunkley, JP, MP 

 

To questions tabled by 

 

Mr. Marc A.R. Bean, JP, MP 

Opposition Leader 

 

13
th
 February 2015 

 

 

Q1. Will the Honourable Premier please advise this Honourable House of the number of 

overseas trips he has taken in an official capacity at the taxpayers' expense for the period of 

December 18, 2012 - February 7, 2015? 

 

A1. The Honourable Premier has taken a total of seven (7) trips in an official capacity at the 

taxpayers' expense for the period of December 18, 2012 - February 7, 2015. 

 

Q2.  Will the Honourable Premier please advise this Honourable House of the purpose of each 

trip and who accompanied him on each trip? 

 

A2.  The purpose of each trip the Honourable Premier has taken and who accompanied are as 

follows: 

 

i. Bermuda Tourism Newport Event, Rhode Island 

The Purpose of the trip was to participate in a business development event for the 

Bermuda Tourism Authority. The event was held on the Spirit of Bermuda and the 

Premier bought remarks on behalf of the Bermuda Government. It should be noted that 

the Premier was on leave at the time of the event and therefore costs to the taxpayer were 

limited to ground transportation. 

 
The Premier was unaccompanied on this trip. 
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ii. Campaign for Bermuda Wellness, New York 

The purpose of this trip was to attend, at the invitation of Bermuda Hospitals Charitable 

Trust (BHCT), the launch of a fund raising campaign for the Bermuda Wellness 

Foundation. The BHCT has established a U.S. 501c (3) charity to enable U.S. and 

Canadian citizens to make tax advantaged charitable contributions as a part of the effort 

to raise funds to support the redevelopment of the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital 

project. The event was hosted by Michael Bloomberg and targeted Pharma/Medical 

Instrument companies who conduct business in Bermuda. 

The Premier was unaccompanied but joined representatives from the BHCT at the event. 

 

iii. Boston Red Sox Tourism Promotion, Boston 
The Premier was invited to throw out the first pitch at the game during which there were 

Bermuda promotions and opportunities that served to generate media coverage in that 

market. The purpose of the trip was to build awareness for Bermuda in the Boston market 

by leveraging the relationship with the Boston Red Sox in conjunction with Gosling's 

Bermuda. 

 

The Premier was accompanied by Senator, Jeff Baron. 

 

iv. Pre-Joint Ministerial Council (JMC) Meeting, Cayman 

The purpose of the trip was to meet with the Heads of Government of Overseas 

Territories to plan the agenda and agree collective positions ahead of the JMC Meeting in 

the UK. The JMC is the highest forum bringing together UK Ministers and elected 

leaders and representatives of the Overseas Territories and providing leadership to deliver 

a shared vision for the Territories and drive work to implement agreed priorities. 

 

The Premier was accompanied by the Secretary to the Cabinet, Dr. Derrick Binns and 

Kimberley Durrant, Director of the London Office to provide technical support. 

 

v. Business Development and Media Outreach, New York 

The purpose of the trip was to meet with companies interested in establishing financial 

service businesses in Bermuda and conduct media interviews to promote Bermuda as an  

International Financial Centre and Tourism destination. 

 

The business meetings were facilitated by the Bermuda Business Development Agency 

and the Tourism briefings by the Bermuda Tourism Authority. As part of the Tourism-

related events, the Premier participated in the launch of Lili Bermuda's new perfume, 

based on that recovered from the Mary Celestia shipwreck off Bermuda, where over 130 

persons attended, including a large representation of media. 

 

The Premier was accompanied by Minister of Education and Economic Development, 

Dr. the Hon. Grant Gibbons and The Minister of Tourism Development and Transport, 

the Hon. Shawn Crockwell. 
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Technical support was provided by the Premier's Public Affairs Officer, Nea Talbot, who 

managed the multiple media arrangements. The Premier was also assisted by Advisor 

Sen. Jeff Baron. 

 

Also in attendance representing their respective agencies were CEO Bermuda Business 

Development Agency, Ross Webber for the financial services meetings and Bill 

Hanbury, CEO Bermuda Tourism Authority for the tourism related components. 

 

vi. America's Cup Venue Selection Announcement, New York 

The purpose of the trip, at the invitation of the America's Cup Event Authority, was to 

participate in the announcement of the venue selected to host the 2017 America's Cup. 

Bermuda and San Diego were the two finalists. 

 

The Premier was accompanied by Dr. the Hon. Grant Gibbons JP, MP, Minister of 

Education and Economic Development, the Government lead for Bermuda's bid to host 

the event, and Nea Talbot, the Premier's Public Affairs Officer. 

 

vii. 63
rd

 Annual National Prayer Breakfast and Meetings with Congressional Leaders, 

Washington D.C. 

The purpose of the trip was to meet with US Congressional Representative and to attend 

the 63
rd

 National Prayer Breakfast. 

 

The Premier was accompanied by Dr. The Hon. E. Grant Gibbons JP, MP, Minister of 

Education and Economic Development, and Mrs. Cherie Whitter, Deputy Head of the 

Civil Service as well as Ms. Nea Talbot, Public Affairs Officer provided technical and 

media support. 

 

Q3  Will the Honourable Premier please inform this Honourable House of the total cost of 

each trip, itemizing the cost of airfare, accommodations, meals, ground transportation, 

entertainment as well as the per diem allowance for the Honourable Premier and those 

persons, (if any), who may have accompanied him? 

 

A3. The total cost of each trip, itemizing the cost of airfare, accommodations, meals, ground 

transportation, entertainment as well as the per diem allowance for the Honourable 

Premier and those persons, who accompanied him are as set out below: 
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Ministry of Public Works 

 

Office of the Minister of Public Works 

 
General Post Office Building, 56 Church Street, Hamilton HM 12, BERMUDA 

PO Box HM 525, Hamilton HM CX, BERMUDA 

Phone (441) 297-7815    Fax: (441) 295-0170    Email: pjgpamplin@gov.bm     Website: www.gov.bm 

 

 

   
February 18, 2014 

 

Mrs. Shernette Wolffe  
Clerk to the Legislature 
House of Assembly 
Sessions House 
21 Parliament Street  
Hamilton HM12  
 
Dear Mrs. Wolffe: 

Parliamentary Questions 
 
I am in receipt of questions from the Shadow Minister of Public Works, the Hon. Dennis Lister, 
JP, MP, relating to Bermuda Housing Corporation.  
 
Accordingly, the responses are as follows:  
 
Q1:  Will the Honourable Minister please inform this Honourable House of the total 
number of clients that were evicted from BHC properties during the following years; 
2012, 2013 and 2014? 

  
Response 1  
 
The total number of clients evicted from BHC properties for the requested years are as follows: 
 

1. 2012       = six evictions completed 
2. 2013       = four evictions completed 
3. 2014       = six evictions completed 

 
 
   

Sincerely, 
 
 

The Honourable L. Craig Cannonier, JP, MP 
Minister of Public Works 

 
 

cc.  Honourable Derrick Burgess, JP, MP 
 Derrick Binns, PhD., JP - Secretary to the Cabinet 
     Marva-Jean O’Brien – Permanent Secretary for Public Works 
 
  



 

14 Waller’s Point Road • St. David’s, DD 03• Bermuda • Mailing Address: P. O. Box HM 1185, Hamilton HM EX, Bermuda 

Tel: +1 441 278 3300   Fax: +1 441 278 3348  www.moed.bm  
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Ministry of Education 
 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  Ms. Lovitta Foggo, JP, MP 

Shadow Minister of Education 
 

FROM: The Hon. R. Wayne Scott, JP, MP  

   
DATE: February 20

th
 2015 

 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 
 

Q1. Will the Honourable Minister please share with this Honourable House the total 

number of teachers employed by the Education Department in Government’s 

preschools, primary schools, middle schools and senior schools who are currently 

working under a work permit? 
 

 Answer:  There are a total of ninety (90) teachers who are work permit holders employed 

by the Department of Education. Of this total, there are zero (0) preschool teachers; eight 

(8) Primary School teachers; 27 teachers at the Middle School level and 55 at the Senior 

School level.  

  

Q2. Will the Honourable Minister please share with this Honourable House the total 

number of teachers employed by the Education Department in Government’s 

preschools, primary schools, middle schools and senior schools with an exemption 

under the Bermuda Educators Council Act? 

 

 Answer: There are seven (7) teachers employed by the Department of Education with an 

exemption under the Bermuda Educators Council Act. Of this total, six (6) teach at the Senior 

School level and one (1) at the Primary School level. 

 

Q3. Will the Honourable Minister please share with this Honourable House the total 

number of teachers employed by the Education Department in Government’s 

preschools, primary schools, middle schools and senior schools with an exemption 

under the Bermuda Educators Council Act that have received any financial 

assistance by the Ministry of Education during 2014 to achieve their certification? 

 

Answer: The total number of teachers for all school levels with a BEC Exemption who have 

received financial assistance from the Ministry of Education during 2014 to achieve their 

certification is Zero (0). 

 
 

The Hon. R. Wayne Scott, JP, MP 

Minister of Education 



 

 

 

Written Responses by the 

Hon. Jeanne Atherden, JP, MP  

Minister of Health, Seniors and Environment 

To Questions raised by  

Mr. Glen Blakeney, JP, MP 

Shadow Minister of Environment and Infrastructure  

On 11 February 2015 

 

 

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 

 

 

1. Will the Honourable Minister please advise this Honourable House on the 

current status of the National Health Plan? 

 

 

A1. The National Health Plan has been reviewed and revised and will be released 

to the public as the Bermuda Health Plan. 

 

The draft Bermuda Health Plan has been presented to the Cabinet and the 

following groups:  the Bermuda Hospitals Board; approved diagnostic 

imaging facilities; clinical labs; physicians and other medical professionals; 

insurers; and employer representatives. 

 

Additional consultation is being planned. 

 

Once consultation has been completed and any relevant feedback 

incorporated into the Bermuda Health Plan, the Plan will be Tabled in the 

House of Assembly. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

The Ministry of Finance 
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Office of the Minister of Finance  

 

 

             

TO:  Mr. E. David Burt, JP, MP,  

Shadow Minister of Finance 

 

FROM: The Hon. E. T. Bob Richards, JP, MP,  

Minister of Finance 

 

DATE: February 20th, 2015 

 

 PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 

 

1. Will the Honourable Minister please share with the Honourable House the total 

amount of persons contributing to the Contributory Pension Fund at the end of 

the last 12 calendar quarters (March 31, 2012 – December 31, 2014)?  

The total amount of persons contributing to the Contributory Pension Fund at 

the end of the last 12 calendar quarters (March 31, 2012 – December 31, 2014) is 

as follows: 

Quarter-End 
 No. of Persons 
Contributing to  

CPF  

Mar 2012 35,271 

Jun 2012 34,464 

Sep 2012 34,271 

Dec 2012 33,780 

Mar 2013 33,562 

Jun 2013 33,692 

Sep 2013 33,384 

Dec 2013 33,137 

Mar 2014 33,096 

Jun 2014 33,013 

Sep 2014 32,893 

Dec 2014 32,691 

 



 

 

-2- 

 

2. Will the Honourable Minister please share with the Honourable House the total 

amount of entities (exempted undertakings, all other categories) filing a payroll 

tax return for each of the last 12 payroll tax quarters (April 15, 2012 – January 15,  

2015)? 

 

3. The total amount of entities (exempted undertakings, all other categories) filing a 

payroll tax return for each of the last 12 payroll tax quarters (April 15, 2012 – 

January 15,  2015) are as follows: 

 

Payroll Tax Filing Statistics 

Tax Quarter Exempt Local 

03/2012 412 4,626 

06/2012 412 4,575 

09/2012 404 4,468 

12/2012 413 4,411 

03/2013 408 4,629 

06/2013 400 4,519 

09/2013 397 4,448 

12/2013 396 4,332 

03/2014 388 4,413 

06/2014 384 4,269 

09/2014 382 4,145 

12/2014* - - 

* Note that q/e 12/2014 is not fully processed 

 

4. Will the Honorable Minister please share with the Honorable House by industry 

the amount of payroll tax filed but not collected during each of the last 12 payroll 

tax quarters quarters (April 15, 2012 – January 15,  2015) from hotels, 

bars/nightclubs, retail due to the payroll tax relief extended to these industries? 

 

By industry the amount of payroll tax filed but not collected during each of the 

last 12 payroll tax quarters quarters (April 15, 2012 – January 15,  2015) from 

hotels, bars/nightclubs, retail due to the payroll tax relief extended to these 

industries is included in the attached spreadsheet.  

 

 

 



Government of Bermuda 
 

The Cabinet Office 
 

Parliamentary Questions 

 
Written Responses by 

The Honourable Premier and Minister of National Security 

 
To questions tabled by 

Marc A. R. Bean, JP, MP 

 

For 

Friday, 27
th

 February, 2015 

 

 
 

 
Q1 Will the Honourable Premier please share with this Honourable House the total 

number of established positions (by Ministry) that became vacant during December 

18,  2012- January 31, 2015?   

 
A1 

 

MINISTRY NAME (BASED ON 

ALLOCATION AS AT JANUARY 2015) 

NUMBER OF ESTABLISHED POSITIONS 

THAT BECAME VACANT 

Cabinet Office (and Non-Ministry) 27 

Public Works 23 

Legal Affairs 25 

Education   111 

Economic Development 1 

Tourism  Development and Transport   41 

National Security 93 

Home Affairs 24 

Community, Culture and Sports 17 

Health Seniors and Environment 43 

TOTAL 428 
 
 

Q2 Will the Honourable Premier please share with this Honourable House the total 

number of established positions (by Ministry) filled by permanent appointment 

during December 18,  2012- January 31, 2015? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A2 

 
MINISTRY NAME (BASED ON 

ALLOCATION AS AT JANUARY 2015) 

NUMBER OF ESTABLISHED POSITIONS 

FILLED BY PERMANENT APPOINTMENT 

Legislature 1 

Non Ministry 11 

Cabinet Office 10 

Public Works 16 

Legal Affairs 21 

Education 165 

Economic Development 4 

Tourism Development and Transport 14 

Finance 6 

National Security 90 

Home Affairs 8 

Community, Culture and Sports 11 

Health Seniors and Environment 25 

TOTAL 382 
 

 
 

Q3 Will the Honourable Premier please share with this Honourable House the total 

number of temporary employees (by Ministry) hired during December 18, 2012- 

January 31, 2015? 
 

 

A3 

 
 

MINISTRY NAME (BASED ON 

ALLOCATION AS AT JANUARY 2015) 

NUMBER OF TEMPORARY 

EMPLOYEES HIRED 

Non Ministry 3 

Cabinet Office 4 

Public Works 7 

Legal Affairs 14 

Education 23 

Economic Development 2 

Tourism Development and Transport 13 

Finance 10 

National Security 35 

Home Affairs   5 

Community, Culture and Sports 33 

Health Seniors and Environment 54 

TOTAL 203 

 



 

                                                                                        Government of Bermuda                            
Ministry of Home Affairs 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 
 
 
 

PARLIAMENTARY  QUESTIONS 
 

 
RESPONSES BY 

The Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, JP, MP 
Junior Minister for Home Affairs in the House of Assembly 

 
 

TO QUESTIONS TABLED BY 

Hon. Wayne Furbert, JP, MP 
Shadow Minister of Economic Development 

 
February 27, 20 15 

 
 
 

Question 1: Will the Honourable Minister please provide this Honourable House with the 

following statistics regarding applications under Section 5(1) of the Economic Development Act, 

specifically,· date received, company position and approval status? 

 
Answer: See ANNEX I attached . 

 
Question 2: Will the Honourable Minister please provide this Honourable House with the 

statistics regarding applications under Section 3B of the Economic Development Act, specifically; 

date approved, company, and number of exempted employees? 

 
Answer: See ANNEX II attached. 

 
Question 3: Will the Honourable Minister please table in this Honourable House the 

guidelines issued by the Minister under Section 5(4A) of the Economic Development Act? 

 
Answer: No, the guidelines are on the Economic Development website. 
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ANNEX I 

The Ministry of Home Affairs Headquarters 1of3 

 

Date Received  Company Position     Approval Status 

13-Mar-12 Senior Vice President, Underwriter Approved 
13-Mar-12 Chief Financial Officer Approved 

18-Mar-12 Senior Vice President, Underwriting (International) Approved 

1-Apr-12 Chief Executive officer Approved 

27-Apr-12   Chief Actuary and Chief Risk Officer  Approved 

1-May-12 Chief  Executive Officer Approved 

3-May-12 President and Chief Executive Officer Approved 

6-Jun-12 Chief Underwriter, Reinsurance Approved 

27-Jun-12 President, Underwriting Approved 

27-Jun-12 Executive Director, Global Property Approved 

2-0ct-12 Chief Executive officer Held 

15-0ct-12 Director of Bermuda Operations Approved 

30-0ct-12 Partner Approved 

5-Dec-12 General Manager Held 

5-Dec-12 Chief Executive Officer  Approved 

14-Dec-12 Group Chief Actuary Approved 

14-Dec-12 President and Chief Executive Officer Approved 

14-Dec-12 Group Strategy and Business Development Approved 

2-Jan-13 Co-Head of Portfolio and Analytics Approved 

2-Jan-13 Chief Operations Officer and Compliance Officer Approved 

18 Feb-13 Chief Accounting Officer Approved 

22-Feb-13 Executive Chairman Approved 

1-Mar-13 Senior Vice President and Manager Risk Management Division Approved 

11-Apr-13 Managing Director Approved 

11-Apr-13 Managing Director Approved 

11-A pr-13 Managing Director Approved 

11-Sep-13 Chief Executive Officer Approved 

18-Sep-13 Chief Financial Officer Approved 

7-Nov-13 President and Chief Executive Officer Approved 

10-Nov-13 CFO Approved 

3-Dec-13 President and Chief Financial Officer Approved 

3-Dec-13 Senior Vice President Approved 

3-Dec-13 President Approved 

9-Dec-13 Vice President, Controller and Assistant Secretary Approved 

9-Dec-13 Senior Vice President and Chief Actuary Approved 

11-Dec-13 President & Chief Executive Officer Approved 

17-Dec-13 Director and Chief Operating Officer Approved 

10-Jan-14 Global Head of Business Development Approved 

 

16-Jan-14 
 

Chief Executive Officer App roved 

     5-Feb-14 Sales Manager Approved 

7-Feb14 Chief Executive Officer Approved 

7-Feb-14 President and Chief Operations Officer Approved 

7-Feb-14 Chief Financial Officer Denied 

6-Mar-14 President Approved 

10-Mar-14 Managing Director of ICM Denied 

11-Mar-14 Chief Financial Officer Approved 

19-Mar-14 Chief Financial Officer Approved 

25-Mar-14 Chief Executive Officer Approved 

25-Mar-14 Vice President of Sales Approved 

25-Mar-14 Senior Corporate Counsel Approved 

25-Mar-14 

25-Mar-14 

Vice President, Services 

Senior Corporate Counsel 

Approved 

Approved 

3-Apr-14 Senior Vice President, Country Chief Financial Officer Approved 

 

4-Apr-14 
 

Leading Class Underwriter Specialty and Proportional lines Approved 

 
9-Apr-14 

 

Chief Financial Officer 

 

Approved 

29-Apr-14 Chief Executive Officer Approved 

6-May-14 Senior Vice President and Chief Executive Officer Approved 

6-May-14 Executive Vice President International Practice Leader Approved 
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The Ministry of Home Affairs Headquarters 2 of3 

 

 
Date Received Company Position Approval Status 

6-May-14 Chief Actuary Approved 
6-May-14 President & Chief Operating Officer Approved 

6-May-14 Head of  World Treaty Property Approved 

6-May-14 Chairman & CEO – Arch Worldwide Reinsurance & Mortgagee Groups Approved 

 
6-May-14 

 

President & Chief Executive Officer 
 

Approve d 
 

6-May-14 
 

Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
 

Approved 

6-May-14 CEO Reinsurance Group Approved 

6-May-14 Head of Life Insurance Approved 

6-May-14 Senior Vice President- Professional Lines Approved 

6-May-14 Catastrophe Modelling Group Manager Approved 

8-May-14 Partner Approved 

 

8-May-14 
 

Partner 
 

Approved 
 

8-May-14 
 

Partner 
 

Approved 
 

8-May-14 
 

Partner 
 

Approved 
 

8-May-14 
 

Partner 
 

Approved 
 

12-May-14 
 

Information Technology Manager and Senior Vice President 
 

Approved 
 

16-May-14 
 

Executive Vice President and Chief Underwriting Officer 
 

Approved 

16-May-14 Broker (Partner Status) Approved 

16-May-14  Broker (Partner Status) Approved 

19-May-14 Managing Director Approved 

19-May-14 Managing Director Approved 

22-May-14 Managing Director Approved 

23-May-14 Global Head of Technology Approved 

 

23-May-14 
 

Group Chief Executive Officer Approved 
 

23-May-14 
 

Head of Operations, Bermuda and Cayman Approved 

28-May-14 Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer Approved 

3-Jun-14 Director and Finance Manager Approved 

4-Jun-14 Director, Chief Executive Officer and Attorney Approved 

6-Jun-14 Chief Operating Officer Approved 

12-Jun-14 President and Director Approved 

4-Jul-14 Vice President Finance and Administration Approved 

15-Jul-14 Senior Vice President Group Chief Underwriting Officer U.S. and Specialty Approved 

18-Jul-14 Chairman a nd Chief Executive Officer Approved 

18-Jul-14 Chief Financial Officer Approved 

11-Aug-14 Vice President, Senior Property Treaty Underwriter Approved 

     19-Aug-14 

     19-Aug-14 

Executive Vice President Underwriting and Claims 

Executive Vice President Insurance Management Division (Partner) 

Approved 

Approved 

20-Aug-14 Group Head of Compliance Approved 

26-Aug-14  Approved 

2-Sep-14 Managing Director and Team Leader Approved 

25-Sep-14 

26-Sep-14 

7-0ct-14 

Partner 

Chief Financial Officer  

Chairman &CEO 

Approved 

Approved 

Approved 

13-0ct-14 Executive Vice President   Approved  
Approved 

13-0ct-14 

13-0ct-14 

Head of Bermuda and Head of Underwriting 

Chief Information Officer 

 

Approved 

15-0ct-14 Senior Vice President, Chief Credit Officer for Butterfield Group Approved 

 
15-0ct-14 

 

Chief Financial Officer                                                    Approved 

12-Nov-14 

17-Dec-14 

Senior Corporate Attorney 

SVP, Head of Global Property Treaty 

Approved  

Approved 

19-Dec-14 Senior Vice President Approved 
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The Ministry of Home Affairs Headquarters 

 

 
 

Date Received Company Position Approval   Status 

3 of 3 

 

22-Dec-14 

22-Dec-14 

30-Dec-14 
 

5-Jan-15 
 

14-Jan-15 

21-Jan-15 

22-Jan-15 

22-Jan-15 

22-Jan-15 

26-Jan-15 

26-Jan-15 

28-Jan-15 

28-Jan-15 

28-Jan-15 

28-Jan-15 
 

13-F eb-15 

 
13-Feb-15 

 

Chief Audit Officer 

Group Controller 

Managing Director 

Chairman & CEO 
 

Chairman 

Executive Director 

Chartered Accountant, Partner 

Partner Audit Leader and Professional Practice Director 

Principal, Audit Services 

Chief Executive Officer( Bermuda) Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer 

Chief Risk Officer 

Executive Vice President Mergers and Acquisi tions 

Group Chief Financial Officer 

Executive Vice President Mergers and Acquisitions 

Chief Investment Officer 
 

Global Investment Analyst and Investment Process Specialist 

President and Chief Investment Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Held* 

Total Denied* 

Total Approved*** 

 
Approved 

Approved 

Denied 

Approved 
 

Approved 

Denied 

Approved 

Approved 

Approved 

Approved 

Held 

Held 

Held 

Held 

Held 

Approved 

Approved 

 
 

Held• = Held can be such that we are awaiting supplementary information, or awaiting further expansion of the business 

whereby the company will be increasing staffing and will supplement their original application 
 

 
 

Denied* * = if the Company does not meet the requirements to be approved for concession then the executive application 

for exemption cannot be approved as, the exemption is dependant on the company gaining concession 

 
Approved••• = each exemption application attracts a fee of $20,000 therefore present revenue to date is $20,000*115) 

$2,300,000 
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                                          Exemptions   Date Subscribed 
Awarded 

 
 

 

Hiscox Limited and Subsidiaries 5 26-Apr-2012 

Ariel Re Bermuda Limited 5 23-Jul-2012 

Renaissance Re Services Limited 5 23-Jul-2012 

Equinoxe Alternative Investment Services 2 27-Jul-2012 

Flagstone Reassurance Suisse SA 3 15-Aug-2012 

Strategic Risk Solutions 1 31-Jan-2013 

Partner Reinsurance Company Limited 5 18-Feb-2013 

The Validus Group of Companies   

Validus Holdings Ltd. 5 3-May-2013 

Validus Reinsurance Ltd. 5 3-May-2013 

AlphaCat Managers Ltd. 1 3-May-2013 

Hanover Re (Bermuda) Limited 2 17-Dec-2013 

Ernst & Young Ltd. 5 17-Dec-2013 

JLT Holdings (Bermuda) Ltd. 4 17-Dec-2013 

American International Group   

American International Company Limited 5 17-Dec-2013 

Chartis Excess Limited 5 17-Dec-2013 

Opus Fund Services (Bermuda) Ltd. 2 13-Jan-2014 

Nephilia Capital Ltd. 3 15-Jan-2014 

Catlin Group Limited 5 28-Jan-2014 

Cable Management Limited 1 21-Mar-2014 

Horseshoe Insurance Services Holdings Ltd. 1 1-Apr-2014 

Australia-Japan Cable (Management)  Limited 1 1-Apr-2014 

KPMG Internal Services Limited 10 7-Apr-2014 

Granite Management Limited 1 1-May-2014 

Tokio Millennium Re Ltd. 5 2-May-2014 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Professional Services Ltd. 5 2-May-2014 

Oil Management Services Ltd. 5 29-May-2014 

Montpelier Group of Companies   

Montpelier Re Holdings Ltd. 2 2-Jun-2014 

Montpelier Reinsurance Ltd. 4 2-Jun-2014 

Blue Capital Management Ltd. 0 2-Jun-2014 

Mayflower Management Services (Bermuda) Limited 1 20-Jun-2014 

Bowring Marsh (Bermuda) Limited 5 26-Jun-2014 

L & F Indemnity Limited 1 26-Jun-2014 

Anchor Investment Management Limited 2 30-Jun-2014 

World-Wide Shipping (Bermuda) Limited 1 15-Jul-2014 

Pearman Watlington & Company Limited 1 17-Jul-2014 

Amlin Bermuda Ltd. 5 17-Jul-2014 

Ace Group of Companies 

ACE Bermuda Insurance Ltd. 
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23-Jul-2014 

ACE Tempest Life Reinsurance Ltd. 1 23-Jul-2014 

ACE Tempest Reinsurance Ltd. 4 23-Jul-2014 

Ace Group Management and Holdings Ltd. 5 23-Jul-2014 

Sovereign Risk Insurance Ltd. 1 23-Jul-2014 
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Paget Reinsurance ltd. 1 23-Jul-2014 

Roche Services Holdings ltd. 2 24-Jul-2014 

Orbis Investment Management limited 8 29-Jul-2014 

MJM limited 5 29-Jul-2014 

Endurance Specialty Insurance ltd. 10 29-Jul-2014 

Schroders (Bermuda) limited 1 29-Jul-2014 

ISIS Law Group   

ISIS law limited 3 11-Aug-2014 

ISIS limited 0 11-Aug-2014 

OSIRIS limited 0 11-Aug-2014 

TOPS Ltd. 4 26-Aug-2014 

The Argus Group of Companies 5 8-Sep-2014 

The Bank of N.T. Butterfield Son ltd. 

Everest Re Group, Ltd. 

5 8-Sep-2014 

Everest Re Group, ltd. 0 8-Sep-2014 

Everest Reinsurance (Bermuda), ltd. 3 8-Sep-2014 

EverestReAdvisors,ltd. 0 8-Sep-2014 

Mt. Logan Re, ltd. 0 8-Sep-2014 

AirCare ltd. 5 16-Sep-2014 

Dunkley & Pioneer Dairies Limited 5 8-Oct-2014 

BGS Services (Bermuda) Limited 1 16-Oct-2014 

MUFG Fund Services (Bermuda) Limited 3 22-Oct-2014 

Arthur Morris & Company Limited 3 22-Oct-2014 

The Aon Group of Companies   

Aon Insurance Managers (Bermuda) ltd. 5 27-Oct-2014 

Aon (Bermuda) ltd. 5 27-Oct-2014 

Aon Group (Bermuda) ltd. 3 27-Oct-2014 

The Arch Capital Group Ltd.   

Arch Capital Group ltd. 4 28-Oct-2014 

Alternative Re Limited 1 28-Oct-2014 

Arch Reinsurance ltd. 8 28-Oct-2014 

Arch Insurance (Bermuda) 3 28-Oct-2014 

Arch Investment Management Ltd. 3 28-Oct-2014 

Wakefield Quin limited 5 28-Oct-2014 

Applied Computer Technologies ltd. 3 19-Nov-2014 

Cox Hallett Wilkinson Group   

Cox Hallett Wilkinson limited 5 4-Dec-2014 

Coson Corporate Services limited 3 4-Dec-2014 

State House Trust Company limited 1 4-Dec-2014 

liberty Mutual Management (Bermuda) Ltd. 1 22-Dec-2014 

Flllimited 8 14-Jan-2015 

lronshore Insurance Ltd. 6 17-Feb-2015 

Deloitte ltd. 10 17-Feb-2015 

General International limited 1 17-Feb-2015 
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GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA 

The Minist ry  of Economic Development 
 
 
 

Guidelines for Employers to make application for Incentives for Job Makers 

as amended  in the 2013 Act 
 

1. When will the new law be operational? 
 

The 2013 Act became operational on December 17
th

 2013. 
 

2. What are the benefits? 
 

• The Company will obtain the concessions of having their senior executives, who are responsible for 

the continued presence of jobs for Bermudians in Bermuda, exempt from needing a work permit. The 

indicative maximum number that each company can obtain is dependent on the criteria defined in 

Question 4 and Question 5. 
 

• A successful executive will be exempt from needing a work permit and his or her family has permission 

to reside with the exempt employee, provided that (1) they continue to have a familial relationship, (2) 

live in the same household; (3) their dependent children are under the age of 19 years old; 25 years  

old if they are in college. 
 

Please note that a spouse, once given permission to reside, can seek employment with no requirement 

for specific permission, although interested employers will continue to be required to obtain a work 

permit to employ the spouse. In addition, please note that all bona-fide residents have permission to 

volunteer for not-for-profit organisations, such as charities, schools, sports clubs, churches, if this is for 

no remuneration . 
 

• Serving executives can apply for a Permanent Resident's Certificate ( PRC) once they meet the 

eligibility requirements. Their spouse and children may apply immediately after the executive has 

received their PRC, provided each has met the requirements for eligibility. 

 
3. When do the benefits take effect? 

 
The exemption from a work  permit occurs immediately after issuance if the applications  are successful. 

Eligibility for a PRC will commence immediately if the eligibility requirements are met. Any company that 

would have met the requirements for concessions, on or before January 1
st
 2002 and has obtained the 

designation,  and any employee that would have met the requirements for exemption on or before 1 

January 2002 may apply for a PRC immediately on enactment. 

 
4. What are the criteria that companies must meet to obtain concessions for work permit exemptions for their 

employees under Section 38 of the Economic Development Act, Concessions for certain businesses 

which employ and train Bermudians? 
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Companies that have a minimum of 10 Bermudian staff are eligible if they meet the following conditions: 
 

(a) They have at least 10 Bermudians on its staff; 
 

(b) they have Bermudians at all levels, i.e. entry, middle and senior levels, of the company, subject 

to the availability of suitably qualified Bermudians; 
 

(c) they have entry level positions held by Bermudians  graduating from high school or college; 
 

(d) they have programmes to develop and promote Bermudians; and 
 

(e) they employ fair employment practices. 
 

In acknowledging that there is not a one size fits all model, the Economic Development Act further allows 

for discretion to provide smaller companies and newly incorporated companies that may not have as many 

staff but are still making a tangible and significant contribution to Bermuda.  In fact, account can be taken 

of relevant factors such as: 
 

i. the size of the company; 
 

ii. the significance of the company to the economy of Bermuda; 
 

iii. the existing or likely economic situation in Bermuda; 
 

iv. the protection of local interests; and 
 

v. generally, the interests of the community as a whole. 
 

These factors will also be taken into account when calculating the maximum number of exemptions for 

a company. 
 

5. What is the maximum number of exemptions from work permits that can be provided at any one time? 
 

• Please note that when considering an application, the Minister has discretion to specify different maximum 

numbers as noted in Question 4, generally the total maximum number of exemptions of senior executives 

in relation to the number of Bermudian staff may be calculated using the following criteria, in addition to the 

criteria outlined in Question 4: 
 

• 1to 6 Bermudian staff up to 2 executives exempted, at any one time 
 

• 7 to 12 Bermudian staff up to 3 executives exempted, at any one time 
 

• 13 to 25 Bermudian staff up to 5 executives exempted, at any one time 
 

• Over 25 Bermudian staff up to 5 executives exempted, at any one time, for each 

additional 25 Bermudian staff 
 

• It should be noted that the phrase,  at any one time", means that if a person, who has been granted the 

exemption from needing a work permit, leaves the company or, alternatively obtains a Permanent Resident 
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Certificate, the company can then apply for another person to obtain the exemption, provided he or she 

meets the requirements of the Act. 
 

6. What are the criteria that an employee must meet to be eligible for an exemption from Part V of the 

Bermuda Immigration and Protection Act 1956, i.e. an exemption from requiring a work permit? 
 

(a) the company in which the applicant is employed must be a company that has been designated under 

section 38(2) of the EDA as being able to apply for the work permit exemptions under Section 5 of 

the EDA; 
 

(b) the applicant must be a person in a senior executive position in that company and will continue to be 

employed in the company for the duration of the exemption; 
 

(c) the applicant must be responsible for making decisions that are critical to the continuity of the 

company in Bermuda; 
 

(d) the continued presence of jobs with the company, being held by Bermudians in Bermuda, is 

dependent on the applicant remaining in Bermuda. 
 

7. How and where does one apply? 
 

Application for the Incentives for Job Makers will be submitted to: 
 

The Minister of Economic Development 
 

c/o Ms. M. Rozy Azhar, Assistant Cabinet Secretary, 
 

The Cabinet Office, 
 

105 Front Street, 
 

Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda. 
 

8. What must be submitted? 
 

(a) The application for a company to be designated to receive the concessions and the application for 

the exemptions from needing work permits can be submitted in the same package. 

 
(b) An application for a company to be so designated as eligible to receive the concessions must be 

submitted with the following information: 
 

i. The number of staff that the company employs; 
 

ii. the number of Bermudians that are employed by the company; 
 

iii. the job categories that the Bermudians are employed in. Please provide an organisational 

chart that identifies the Bermudians at each level of the hierarchy; 
 

iv. the entry level jobs that are available to Bermudians, including internships and summer 

employment; 
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v. the programs in place to develop and promote Bermudians and a summary of the 

number of Bermudians that have been promoted in the organisation; 
 

vi. details on any investigations by the Department of Immigration, Department of Work 

Force Development or the Human Rights Commission, with an explanation of the 

circumstances; 
 

vii. any other relevant information to assist the Minister in assessing the significance of the 

company to the Bermuda economy; 
 

viii. a date when the company is believed to have first met the requirements under the 

Economic Development Act, i.e. the requirements outlined in Question 4. This will 

streamline the application process for those senior executives who choose to make 

application for a PRC. The Bermuda Immigration & Protection Act allows for a person 

to start counting the 10 years from 1 January 2002.To avoid requiring each applicant 

to prove that they would have been exempt had the Incentives Act been operational 

between 2002 and 2012, it makes sense that we identify the date when the company 

first met the requirements .Those companies that have been in Bermuda before 1 

January 2002, only need to provide any relevant evidence from 2002. 
 

(c) An  application for each senior executive to be exempted from needing a work  permit must be 

submitted with the following  information. It is permissible for the information to be included  as part 

of the company application and not duplicated in each individual application,  e.g. a company only 

needs to submit one organisational  chart. However, for each application, the following  is required: 
 

i. A fee of $20,000 per application for each person; 
 

ii. 2 passport photos; 
 

iii. His or her job title and position in the organisation, as evidenced by the organisational 

chart; the date that they were first appointed as a senior executive to the company; 
 

iv. A brief summary of his or her role in employing, training and developing Bermudian staff. 
 

9. What is the process once application is made? 
 

Once the application has been received, the necessary changes will be done to verify that the Department 

of Immigration, the Department of Work Force Development, the Bermuda Monetary Authority, the 

Registrar of Companies and the Human Rights Commission have received no complaints about the 

company or the relevant employee. 
 

A recommendation will then be made to the Minister of Economic Development. The recommendation will 

also be circulated to the Minister of Home Affairs for comment.  If there are concerns expressed by either 

Minister, then there will be a meeting to discuss the application. Once a decision is made, the company will 

be notified. 
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If the application is approved, then the approvals and Certificates will be sent to the company and also 

placed on the files of the companies and returned to the Department of Immigration. The Department of 

Immigration will be informed to update the Immigration status of the applicant and his or her family. 

 
10. What is the anticipated turnaround for the processing of a company's concessions and exemptions? 

 
The aim is for a turnaround time of 4 weeks for each application.  It is anticipated that a number of 

companies may apply in the beginning and this may extend the turnaround time for the applications. 

However, it is expected that applicants will have current work permits that they will continue to use until the 

process is completed. 
 
11. What does one receive? 

 
Certificates will be issued to both the company and the applicants. The Company's certificate will also 

note (1) the number of exemptions that they can apply for at any one time; {2) a date that the designation 

took effect, i.e. if the Minister was satisfied that the company met the criteria between on or before 1 

January 2002, then 1January 2002 will be recorded on the certificate. Individuals will also be issued travel 

documents for use. 
 

What about the spouses and children? What will they receive? 
 

The spouses and children will also receive a re-entry document at the same time as the exempted 

employee  receives their  documents. 
 
12. When does the exemption from a work permit expire? 

 
The exemption does not expire provided the employee and the company continue to meet the criteria of 

the exemption. If the employee leaves the company, then he or she would no longer be eligible to hold the 

exemption. However, if he or she is employed in another company that is designated under section 38 

of the EDA and has not exceeded the maximum number of exemptions, then the company may apply for 

that person. In this circumstance, the exemption period when the executive was previously with another 

company can still be counted. 
 
13. When can one apply for a PRC? 

 
The first time a person will become eligible to apply for a PRC immediately on enactment if they were 

eligible to apply on the 1
s t  January 2012. 

 
14. Are there any changes that have to be made to existing certificates for persons who already have been 

granted exemptions to be able to apply for the Permanent Resident Certificate? 
 

There are a number of companies that currently have the eligibility date, for the purposes of the application 

of the PRC for their employees, of 1
st
 January 2005 on their certificate. Some of these companies may 

have already demonstrated in their application that they have met the eligibility date of 1 January 2002 and 

will be sent a new certificate with the date of 1
st
 January 2002. For all others with the date of 1

st
 January 

2005, they will be contacted by Ms. Azhar to provide further information. Once they have received the 

updated certificate, the Department of Immigration will also receive a copy of the updated certificate. 
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Persons who believe that they have met the eligibility requirements can proceed with making application 

and request a copy of the amended certificate directly from Ms. Rozy Azhar. 
 

15. What is required to apply for a PRC? 
 

A person may apply to the Minister for the grant of a PRC if:- 
 

(a)  they have been exempted from Part V of this Act, under section 5 of the Economic Development 

Act 1968 for at least 10years; 
 

(b) they have been ordinarily resident in Bermuda for a period of at least 10 years; and 
 

(c) they have been ordinarily resident in Bermuda during the two years immediately preceding the 

application. 
 

In the case of a person who was resident in Bermuda before 1January 2012, the reference to 10  years in 

subsection (1) (a) may be reduced to correspond with any period since 1January 2002 during which the 

person would have been eligible to receive exemption from Part V of the BIPA under the new provision, had 

it come into force on 1 January 2002. 
 

To make an application, a person must submit the following information: 
 

i. A completed application form. There already exists an application form for a PRC. That form will 

be amended to reflect the new criteria for Section 31A; 
 

ii. The current fee for this application is $25,000; 
 

iii. 2  passport  photos 
 

iv. Certified copies of the applicant's valid passport 
 

v. A letter of support and character reference from 2 sponsors; 
 

vi. A letter from the employer supporting the residence of the applicant for 10 years; 
 

vii. A copy of the applicants exemption certificate and, where the applicant is counting any 

period between 1 January 2002 and 1 January 2012, a copy of the company's certificate 

that identifies the date from when the company was assessed has having met the criteria 

identified in Section 3B of the EDA. 
 
16. When can the spouse and children apply? 

 
The spouse and children can make application immediately after the exempted person obtains a PRC, 

under section 318 of BIPA, provided that they (1) have reached the age of eighteen; and (2) have been 

ordinarily resident in Bermuda for ten years immediately preceding the application. The current fee for an 

application under section 31B is $1,100.
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17. Where is application made for the PRC? 

 
Application is made to the Chief Immigration Officer, The Department of Immigration, P.O. Box HM 1364, 

Hamilton HM FX 
 
18. If a person thinks that he is eligible for the PRC but he or she and his or her company has not yet applied 

for the concessions or exemption s, can he or she make application for the PRC? 
 

A person may make application for the PRC at the same time as his or her company applies for the 

concessions and his or her exemption. Application may be made to the Minister of Economic Development 

c/o Ms. Rozy Azhar. Ms. Azhar will first process the concessions and exemptions and, once the application 

has been approved and the certificates signed by the Minister of Economic Development, the application   for 

the PRC will be passed to the Department of Immigration for processing. 
 
19. Who should questions regarding applications be addressed to? 

 
Questions may be directed to Ms. Rozy Azhar at 295-5151 ext: 1443 or email: mazhar@gov.bm. 

Questions related to the application for a PRC can also be directed to Dr. Danette Ming at 295-5151 ext: 

1444 or email: dwming@gov.bm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As at 17 December 2013 



Government of Bermuda 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 
 

 
 

PARLIAMENTARY  QUESTIONS 
 

 
RESPONSES BY 

The Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, JP, MP 

Junior Minister for Home Affairs in the House of Assembly 
 
 

TO QUESTIONS TABLED BY 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong, JP, MP 

Shadow Minister of Home Affairs 

 
February 27, 2015 

 

 
 

Question 1: Will the Honourable Junior Minister please share with this Honourable House the 

total number of work permits (1-2 years, 3-5 years, over 5 years) that have been issued during 

2012, 2013 and 2014? 

 

Answer: 

 

Years 2012 2013 2014 

1-2 years 6320 6810 6923 

3-5 years 3516 4000 4380 

Over 5 years 3 15 18 

TOTALS 9839 10825 11321 

 
 
 

Question 2: Will the Honourable Junior Minister pl ease share with this Honourable House 

the amount of Bermuda Status applications granted under Section 20(B)(2)(b) of the Bermuda 

Immigration and Protection Act for the period December 18, 2012 - February 10, 2015? 

 

Answer : 52 
 



Government of Bermuda 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 
 

 
 

PARLIAMENTARY  QUESTIONS 
 

 
RESPONSES BY 

The Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, JP, MP 

Junior Minister for Home Affairs in the House of Assembly 
 
 

TO QUESTIONS TABLED BY 

Mr. Walter Roban, JP, MP 

Shadow Minister of Public Safety 

 
February 27, 2015 

 

 
 
 

Question 1: Will the Honourable Junior Minister please provide this Honourable House with 

the number of masons, plumbers and carpenters who are on work permits as of January 31, 

2015? 

 

Answer: 

 
Masons- 97 

Carpenters- 45 

Plumbers - 17 

 
Question 2: Will the Honourable Junior Minister please provide this Honourable House with 

the number of masons, plumbers and carpenters who are registered as unemployed with the 

Department of Workforce Development as of January 31, 2015? 

 

Answer: 

 
Masons- 35 

Carpenters - 17 

Plumbers - 15 
 



Government of Bermuda 
Ministry of Economic Development 

 

 
Parliamentary Questions 

Responses by 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons, JP, MP 

To questions tabled by  

                                             Mr. Glenn Blakeney, JP, MP 

for 

27
th
 February 2015 

 

 

Q1  Will the Honourable Minister please inform this Honourable House of the names 

of the companies that have applied for a licence under Section 114B of the 

Companies Act during the year 2014? 

 
A1 In 2014, the Ministry received a total of twenty-six (26) section 114B licence 

applications; of which, seventeen (17) were new/initial (or first-time) licence 

applications and nine (9) were renewal applications. Please refer to Annex 1. 

 
Q2  Will the Honourable Minister please inform this Honourable House of the names 

of the companies that have received a licence under Section 114B of the Companies 

Act during the year 2014? 

 
A2 In 2014, the Ministry granted a total of twenty-three (23) section 114B 

licences. Please refer to Annex 1. 

 
Kindly note that all applications for Section 114B licences must be advertised in 

accordance with Section 114A(3) of the Companies Act and  the information provided in 

Annex 1 is publicly available from the Registrar of Companies. 

 

 

                                       



 
NOTES: 

 
Note 1  The licence was approved in January 2015. 

Note  2   Not yet approved. Currently being reviewed by industry regulator. 

Note  3   The application for the licence was received in 2013. 
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