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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
9 FEBRUARY 2018 

10:02 AM 
Sitting Number 13 of the 2017/18 Session 

 
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Mr. Clark Somner, Deputy Clerk] 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

[In memory of Honourable Ernest D. DeCouto and 
Honourable Quinton L. Edness] 

 
The Speaker: Members, before we take our seats, we 
are going to have a moment of silence for the two 
former Members who passed during the absence from 
this place. We speak, namely, of the former Speaker, 
Speaker DeCouto, and former Member from Warwick, 
the Honourable Member Quinton Edness. So, we will 
take our moment of silence at this point. 
 
[The House rose and observed a moment of silence.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
 Before I take my seat, I would just like to add 
my words of condolences to those that have been ex-
pressed by many in the community on both of those 
passings. I happened to be off the Island during both. 
Thank you. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 8 December 2017] 

 
The Speaker: Members, the Minutes from the last 
sitting, on December 8th, have been circulated. 
 Are there any objections or amendments to 
those? No objections or amendments? 
 The Minutes have been confirmed. 
 
[Minutes of 8 December 2017 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 

The Speaker: Yes. The Speaker has announcements 
this morning.  

Firstly, I would like to announce that we have 
been informed by three of our Members that they will 
be absent today. The three Members are the Honour-
able Member, Ms. Furbert; the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Swan; and the Honourable Member Gibbons. All 
will be absent today, and we appreciate their inform-
ing the House of their absence. 
 

SPEAKER’S OPEN DOOR POLICY 
 
The Speaker: Members, I would also like to take this 
moment to just address a matter that took place this 
week in the public eye. And I would like to address it in 
a form by saying, for the sake of clarity of this House 
and the understanding of all Members, that I am sure 
as we proceed in this Parliament there will be times 
when Members of this House may feel different to a 
position that the Speaker takes. And you have that 
right. But I also respect that there is a process in 
which you express that. If you have a difference of 
opinion on a position that the Speaker has taken or 
something that has been done in this House, I operate 
under fairness. My door is open at any and all times to 
any Member in this House. Any Member, no matter 
which political affiliation you are, can feel free to call 
on this Speaker when you may feel that there has 
been a position taken that you disagree with. 
 However, let me clearly state, because there 
are two distinct differences here, any letter, any doc-
ument, any correspondence that is addressed to this 
Speaker comes to this Speaker. It does not go into the 
public domain. It does not belong in the public do-
main. It is not acceptable and will not be tolerated by 
this Speaker. Let us be clear on that. It will not be ac-
cepted. 
 
PROCEDURE FOR JOINT SELECT COMMITTEES 

 
The Speaker: Now, for the sake of good order and to 
address the concern that was addressed publicly this 
week, I will deal with that. The way that joint select 
committees performed in the last sitting under my 
Speakership was no different from what has been set 
as precedence under former Speakers in recent 
times. And as we know, when a precedent has been 
set, it becomes custom. So we were following the cus-
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tom of what had been done previously by former 
Speakers—no differently than what had been done. 
 However—however, if you want to follow the 
law as it is described in the Standing Orders, the 
Standing Order law does have room in there for the 
process, in certain circumstances, for the approval of 
a joint select committee to go to both Houses—to both 
Houses. Taking into consideration the seriousness of 
this particular Joint Select Committee, and we want 
that Select Committee to be able to have full authority 
to do the fact-finding that is required for this particular 
matter, I am going to follow the letter of the law.  

I have already spoken to the President of the 
Senate, and I have informed her that this will follow 
into her House, into the other Chamber. (We can refer 
to that here.) But it will go to the other Chamber for 
approval through the other Chamber as it was in this 
House, just so that that particular Joint Select Com-
mittee will then be unquestionable about its constitu-
tionality. 
 The reason I am doing that is that I do not 
want to leave room for any Member, any person, to be 
able to question whether they should or should not 
respond to a request of that Joint Select Committee. I 
expect all Members, all persons who are requested to 
come before that committee, to come before the 
committee in the spirit of full participation. 
 I take the word of the Member who brought 
the matter to the public’s attention this week, who in-
dicated that he is quite prepared to participate in any 
fully constituted joint select committee’s request for 
his presence or his participation. So I am going to hold 
the Member to his word, that this will be, unquestion-
ably, done in a manner that removes any question 
about its constitutionality, and I expect him to set the 
standard for all other persons who are called before it 
by fully participating. I am going to hold him to his 
word. Thank you, Members. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Yes, you can proceed. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: There are two papers found this morn-
ing in communications. The first is from the Honoura-
ble Deputy Premier.  
 Deputy Premier, would you like to take the 
floor? 
 

REGULATORY AUTHORITY ACTIVITIES 
AND AUDITED FINANCIALS 

APRIL 1, 2015 TO MARCH 31, 2016 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning to the listening public and Members 
of the House. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of this Honourable House of 
Assembly the Regulatory Authority Activities and Au-
dited Financials, April 1st, 2015, to March 31st, 2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Premier. 
 The second communication paper is from 
Minister Brown. Minister Brown, would you like to take 
the floor? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes. Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
DRAFT EXCHANGE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CORPORATION OF HAMILTON AND HSBC BANK 

BERMUDA LIMITED 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the consideration of the Hon-
ourable House of the Assembly the Draft Exchange 
Agreement between the Corporation of Hamilton and 
HSBC Bank Bermuda Limited. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: Yes. We have three Statements that 
will be done this morning. The first Statement is in the 
name of the Honourable Minister Foggo. 
 Minister Foggo. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Good morning Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

2016 POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS 
PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I rise to share with the Mem-
bers of this Honourable House and the people of 
Bermuda the highlights of the results of the 2016 
Population and Housing Census Preliminary Report.  

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministerial%20Statement%202016%20Population%20and%20Housing%20Census.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministerial%20Statement%202016%20Population%20and%20Housing%20Census.pdf
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 Mr. Speaker, the 2016 Census results will be 
released in two publications. The first publication was 
released on January 29th, 2018, and that preliminary 
report focused on a summary analysis of the most 
basic characteristics of Bermuda’s population and 
housing. The second report is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of March 2018. This final report will 
cover detailed analyses on the census topics.  
 Mr. Speaker, the 2016 Census of Population 
and Housing was similar to the previous censuses the 
2016 Census, and was susceptible to a plethora of 
challenges. Despite these challenges, the Director 
and staff of the Department of Statistics persevered to 
achieve the desired outcomes in alignment with inter-
national statistical best practices. Mr. Speaker, I take 
this opportunity to commend the director and her team 
for an outstanding job. As a result of their dedication, 
we were able to achieve a coverage rate of 100 per 
cent and a pre-imputation completion rate of 98 per 
cent.  
 Mr. Speaker, there were 827 households that 
were not completed. In order to achieve a data set for 
all households, data was imputed for these missing 
households. In cases of partially completed house-
holds, data was also imputed for some variables. In 
this regard it is important that all users of the 2016 
Census data familiarise themselves with the concepts 
and definitions, and technical note, when interpreting 
the results and/or making comparisons with the 2010 
Census. 
 Mr. Speaker, the majority of the preliminary 
reports analysis is focused on the de jure civilian non-
institutional population, which is our usual population 
who have lived, or are expected to live, in Bermuda 
for six months or more as of Census Day. This popu-
lation excludes 711 persons in institutions, 138 non-
sheltered, or homeless, persons, and 4,637 overseas 
visitors. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me now share some high-
lights of the 2016 Preliminary Census results: 
 Bermuda’s civilian non-institutional population 
stood at 63,779 persons. There were 30,690 males 
and 33,389 females, and the distribution of males and 
females remained unchanged from the 2010 Census, 
at 48 per cent and 52 per cent, respectively. The ra-
cial composition of Bermuda was 33,339 blacks, 
19,466 whites, 5,780 mixed racial groups, and 2,592 
Asians; and the remainder comprised other races and 
the not-stated categories. Despite a 2 percentage-
point decline in the percentage distribution, blacks still 
remain more than half of the population.  
 Mr. Speaker, like other developed countries, 
Bermuda continues to have an ageing population. The 
total number of persons 65 years and over represent-
ed 17 per cent, shifting from the least populated age 
group in 2010 to the third most populated in 2016. The 
median age of the population increased from 41 to 44 
years, another indicator of an ageing population.  

 Mr. Speaker, we are pleased to report that 
there was an improvement in the population’s highest 
level of academic qualifications attained since 2010. 
The proportion of the population 16 years or older with 
no formal certificates declined to 14 per cent, while 
the proportion of degree holders increased to 29 per 
cent.  
 Mr. Speaker, the labour force participation 
rate slipped to 83 per cent in 2016, and the unem-
ployment rate remained unchanged, at 7 per cent.  
 Mr. Speaker, in concluding the highlights of 
the 2016 Census preliminary results, I will summarise 
key findings on housing and households. The number 
of dwelling units increased to 28,192 units, and the 
average household size was 2.26 persons per house-
hold. Out of the 27,418 private households, 48 per 
cent were owner-occupied.  
 Mr. Speaker, as of the 31st of March 2017, 
approximately $575,000 of the $1.7 million budgeted 
for the 2016 Population and Housing Census has 
been spent. This equates to 34 per cent of the budget. 
The budget accounted for a higher percentage of data 
collection being completed by more costly field inter-
viewing than actually materialised. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a reminder, the census data 
provide a snapshot of the socio-economic conditions 
of Bermuda at a given time and can be used to devise 
effective strategies for our future. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We have a further Statement from the Minister 
of National Security, Minister Caines. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: If it pleases you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 2018 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday of this 
week, 80 people gathered to learn, surf, post, secure, 
like, and comment during what has become a yearly 
event for Bermuda: Safer Internet Day. The unique 
feature of this gathering of surfers and posters is that 
they were all senior citizens. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda can say with certainty 
that its tech-savvy seniors have embraced the Internet 
with all of its positive aspects and have learned that 
cybersecurity is not limited to the business communi-
ty.  
 Attendees learned about many ways to use 
the Internet in a secure way, to adopt safe social me-
dia practices, and to appreciate the many benefits of 
eReaders and other technology tools. 
 Mr. Speaker, importantly, they received infor-
mation about the very real dangers that are constantly 
lurking online. One fraudulent practice they learned 
about was phishing. Phishing is when a scammer us-

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/180209%20Ministerial%20Statement%20-%20Safer%20Internet%20Day%202018.pdf
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es fraudulent emails or copycat websites to get a per-
son to share their personal information such as bank 
account numbers, passwords, and credit card num-
bers. They were given tips on what to look for and 
how to protect themselves from this most common 
form of cyberattack. They also received information 
about the importance and availability of a plethora of 
personal security devices that can help them feel safe 
online and offline. 

Mr. Speaker, Safer Internet Day was a combi-
nation of presentations and an expo. The seniors 
were able to visit and talk with representatives from 
the Bermuda Police Service, BF&M, the Department 
of Community and Cultural Affairs, the Bermuda Na-
tional Library, Clarien, the Office of Ageing and Disa-
bility Services, and the Department of ICT Policy and 
Innovation’s Cybertips Programme.  
 The day ended with the Seniors Teaching 
Seniors programme. At that time, high school seniors 
provided one-on-one tutorial sessions for attendees, 
helping them navigate their personal mobile devices 
and sharing tips and tricks on how to make the most 
out of them. It was a beneficial experience for both the 
seniors and students. 
 Mr. Speaker, Safe Internet Day encourages 
our seniors to navigate this digital world while practic-
ing cyber safety in their interactions. This makes them 
part of a global movement that encourages healthy 
online habits. While organisations worldwide focus 
this event on the youth, through the Department of 
ICT Policy and Innovation, the Ministry of National 
Security chose to focus this year’s event on Bermu-
da’s ever-growing population of tech-savvy seniors.  
 The Internet has become an integral tool in 
everyday life on the Island. Our seniors also require 
the knowledge to allow them to navigate its dangers 
such as financial fraud and identity theft. This is of 
paramount importance since we increasingly spend 
more and more time in online environments. 

Mr. Speaker, 2018 has marked the fourth an-
nual Safer Internet Day in Bermuda. It is a community 
event with an essential purpose—the cyber safety of 
our seniors.  

The sponsors this year again included BF&M, 
[Connectech], Clarien Bank, Barritt’s, and the De-
partment of ICT Policy and Innovation. I wish to thank 
them all for their unwavering support to the Island’s 
seniors. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The last Statement that we have this morning 
is actually from the Minister of Education. Minister, 
would you like to take the floor? 
 

TRAINING PROGRAMME INITIATIVE 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to offer our State-
ment on the training initiatives that are going on within 
my Ministry. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to provide this 
Honourable House with an update on some of the 
training programme initiatives that the Department of 
Workforce Development (DWD) has been instrumen-
tal in driving during the last few months.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me first start by providing a 
backdrop for my honourable colleagues as it relates to 
the National Certification programmes for “designated 
occupations.” As mentioned in previous Statements, 
this program is a critical component for the sustaina-
bility of the workforce. Persons operating as a welder, 
electrician, automotive service technician, and land-
scape gardener are required to be nationally certified, 
as legislated by the National Occupational Certifica-
tion Act 2004. National certification is directly aligned 
with workforce development initiatives, and it is meant 
to create a level playing field and to build a competi-
tive advantage for all Bermudian trade professionals. 
This process is instrumental to providing enhanced 
work opportunities for Bermudians and was designed 
to ensure an outcome of potential growth, increased 
confidence, and improved quality and efficiency of our 
workforce.  
 Mr. Speaker, the total number of persons reg-
istered to become nationally certified now stands at 
964. This comprises 388 work permit holders and 576 
Bermudians. Let me share a further breakdown of 
these numbers by occupation: In the landscape gar-
dener occupation, we have 278 Bermudians, 286 non-
Bermudians. In the automotive service technician oc-
cupation, we have 79 Bermudians and 65 non-
Bermudians. In the electrician occupation, we have 
194 Bermudians and 28 non-Bermudians. And in the 
welder occupation, we have 25 Bermudians and 
9 non-Bermudians. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, to depart away from the 
Statement just slightly, the numbers for the electri-
cians and welders show the promise of this pro-
gramme, as their certification process has been pretty 
much in place for the last few years. And we see the 
number of Bermudians who are listed as employed 
and the number of non-Bermudians, in those particu-
lar fields. 
 Mr. Speaker, during the week of Novem-
ber 27th, 2017, twenty-five welders participated in a 
practical assessment. This is a mandatory component 
of the national certification process for welders. The 
assessment is based on the Canadian Welding Bu-
reau (CWB) 42.1 standard. Participants were required 
to complete welds in four different positions—
horizontal, vertical, flat and overhead—and were giv-
en 45 minutes to complete each weld. Twenty-one of 
the total twenty-five participants completed the as-
sessment. The department is now awaiting the results 
from CWB to determine who can be recommended for 
national certification.  

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministerial%20Statement%20%20DWD%20Training%20Programs%20Feb%209%202018.pdf


Official Hansard Report 9 February 2018 977 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 Mr. Speaker, a total of 48 electricians partici-
pated in training courses during the week of Decem-
ber 11th, 2017. An instructor from the National Fire 
and Protection Agency (NFPA) facilitated the National 
Electrical Code (NEC) courses to assist local electri-
cians to extensively learn proper applications and 
techniques for their occupation. Technology changes 
so rapidly, and, as a result, this code is amended eve-
ry three years. To ensure that our tradesmen are 
aligned with international standards, this training is 
necessary and has been added as a mandatory com-
ponent in the certification process. The department is 
awaiting the results of this training to determine how 
many will be recommended to be nationally certified.  
 Mr. Speaker, during a meeting of the National 
Training Board on the 24th of January 2018, seven 
automotive service technicians and two electricians 
were approved to be nationally certified. Of the seven 
automotive service technicians, six were approved at 
level 3, while one was approved at level 2. Level 3 is 
the second-highest level of recognition based on a 
four-level standard.  

Of the two electricians, one was approved for 
the “full” licence, while the other was approved for the 
“limited” licence. A full licence allows one to operate in 
commercial and residential applications, and a limited 
licence allows one to carry out only residential work.  
 Mr. Speaker, the department continues to 
work diligently to complete all files submitted for the 
certification process. A work permit policy amendment 
document has been completed and submitted to the 
Department of Immigration for consideration. When 
approved, employers will be required to check with the 
Department of Workforce Development to determine 
whether there are any suitably qualified Bermudians 
to fill the post. If it is determined that there are none, 
persons seeking employment in a designated occupa-
tion must then register with the department so that it 
can be determined whether they possess the neces-
sary qualifications to be successful in the national cer-
tification process prior to a work permit being issued. 
The new policy will also allow all designated occupa-
tions to be added to the “restricted” category. This will 
allow Bermudians to have increased access to work 
opportunities.  
 Mr. Speaker, as a further update, in January 
2018, the National Training Board also approved ap-
prenticeship contracts for four young Bermudians en-
tering the workforce—three electricians and one land-
scape gardener. These young Bermudians are cur-
rently participating in courses at the Bermuda College. 
The electrician trainees will receive their work experi-
ence from BUE/BAC Universal Electric, while Brown 
and Company Ltd.—Landscape Gardeners and Tree 
Surgeons have agreed to train the landscape garden-
er trainee. We are thankful to our industry partners for 
collaborating with this initiative.  
 Mr. Speaker, the department continues to put 
in place the relevant training and development oppor-

tunities for Bermudians. Currently, it is participating in 
a joint initiative with the Department of Financial As-
sistance and the Bermuda Hospitality Institute to train 
individuals as housemen and chambermaids who 
would work in the hotel sector. The Fairmont South-
ampton Resort is partnering with the department and 
has agreed to undertake the practical training. The 
first cohort of 25 training participants will begin a two-
week course commencing February 19th, 2018. Based 
on industry discussions, the department understands 
that there is a need for these occupations for the up-
coming tourist season. It is anticipated that a total of 
50 persons will be trained in these occupations, with 
the second cohort of 25 starting the week of 
March 19th, 2018.  
 Mr. Speaker, the department has also been 
engaged in assisting the Ministry of National Security, 
Team Street Safe, with the 100 Jobs initiative. Both 
teams are working to identify employers and suitable 
candidates to participate in the upcoming job fair 
scheduled to be held at the end of February. The 
team will ensure that potential candidates will be se-
curity vetted, will be skills assessed, and will possess 
updated résumés and portfolios. Wherever necessary, 
prospective candidates will also be assisted with job 
coaching and interview skills in preparation for the job 
fair.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, the Department of 
Workforce Development continues to carry out its 
mandate to improve the quality and efficiency of Ber-
muda’s workforce through training and re-training. 
Once again, it gives me great pleasure at this time to 
provide my honourable colleagues with an update on 
the diversity of training and development work pro-
gramme initiatives that the Department of Workforce 
Development has been engaged in, which are equip-
ping Bermudians for job placement in the workforce. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are no Reports of Committees. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: This now leads us to the Question Pe-
riod. And, as always, Members, it is 60 minutes for 
this period. It is now 10:31. 
 We have written questions today to Members 
from four Ministers, I believe it is today—yes. And we 
will start with the written questions first. The first ques-
tion is from the Opposition Leader to the Premier. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, would you like to 
take the floor? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, if we are 
starting with oral . . .  
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The Speaker: I am sorry. They are oral questions. I 
am sorry. Yes. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Right. I have some oral 
questions, right. Sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I did not know the Orders today. That is 
what it was. 
 
QUESTION 1: PREMIER AND OPPOSITION LEAD-

ER PERSONAL STAFFS ACT 1983 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Right. 
 Mr. Speaker, first oral question: As for the 
Premier and Opposition Leader Personal Staffs Act 
1983, will the Honourable Premier please provide the 
names of all people hired as personal staff since Ju-
ly 19, 2017?  
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much.  

Good morning to you, Mr. Speaker. And, of 
course, before I answer the question I would like to 
wish you a happy 29th-year anniversary in this House, 
as I think you were elected February 9, 1989. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: February 9th. It is that anniversary; cor-
rect. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Indeed. 
 The answer to the question asked by the Op-
position Leader, the names of the people hired under 
the Personal Staffs Act since July 19, 2017, as dis-
cussed with the Opposition Leader earlier, and with 
you inside the office, are Chief of Staff and Special 
Advisor to the Premier. In addition to that, there is the 
Housekeeper, as is customary at Clifton, and also the 
Aide to the Opposition Leader. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, supplementary, or 
do you want to ask your second question? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: No, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Second question? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: The actual question asked 
for the Honourable Premier to provide the names. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as discussed in 
your office previously, I know that there is a question 
as to whether or not the names of individuals shall be 
disclosed. The Opposition Leader has decided to ask 
the question, so in the interest of the public, I will an-
swer the question. 
 
The Speaker: What we accepted in our earlier dis-
cussion was that we would not name the housekeep-
er. But we will name the other members, yes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The position of Chief of Staff is held by Mr. 
Owen Darrell. The position of Special Advisor to the 
Premier is held by Dr. Dana Selassie. And the position 
of Aide to the Opposition Leader is held by Ms. Judy 
Benevides. 
 
The Speaker: Madam Opposition Leader? Com-
ments? 
 
An Hon. Member: Let us have a supplementary on 
that! 
 
The Speaker: Ah, ah, Members. Members. Members. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, if I can ask 
the Premier, are there any other persons who are, if 
not hired, actually supporting the Premier? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I would say that there are many 
people who support me in my daily activities, Mr. 
Speaker. The question was, under the Premier and 
Opposition Leader Personal Staffs Act, the names of 
all persons hired as personal staff. And for those, I 
have answered the question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Madam. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Second supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Are there any individuals 
who have been seconded to the Premier to assist him 
in carrying out these functions which are obviously 
very important to Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, there are many 
persons who have been seconded to the Cabinet Of-
fice. There are a number. 
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The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Do you want to do your second question now, 
Madam Opposition Leader? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Is the Premier prepared 
to— 
 
The Speaker: No. I said your second question. You 
had two supplementaries. You had two supplemen-
taries. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Oh, sorry, sorry. 
 My second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question, yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: PREMIER AND OPPOSITION 
LEADER PERSONAL STAFFS ACT 1983 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Would the Honourable 
Premier please inform this Honourable House of the 
job title, responsibility, and tenure of each person 
hired? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The answer regarding the Chief of Staff, the 
job title is Chief of Staff; responsibility, coordinating 
the Premier’s schedule, activities and projects, and 
managing inquiries to the Premier from residents. As 
you will be aware, the Premier gets numerous inquir-
ies and requests for assistance on a daily basis. The 
tenure of the person hired––the Chief of Staff has 
been in office since July 20, 2017. 
 Regarding the Special Advisor to the Premier 
for communications support for the Premier, the cur-
rent holder of that position, Dr. Dana Selassie, has 
been employed in the office since November 6, 2017. 
Previously, that position was held by Ms. Leanna Hall. 
And the tenure of that office was from July 24, 2017 to 
October 31, 2017. 
 The Housekeeper, there is one who was em-
ployed from September 25 until October 31, and then 
another from November 22 until currently employed. 
 Finally, the Aide to the Opposition Leader, 
[her] responsibilities are part-time assistant to the Op-
position Leader, as supplied by the Opposition Lead-
er’s Office. And the tenure of that appointment has 
been August 22, 2017, until current. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Premier. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, you have a sup-
plementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Sir, with respect to the 
response to the individuals who were Special Advi-
sors, was there any other person who might have car-

ried out these functions that might not have been 
hired, but seconded? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam. 
 Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Not to my knowledge, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, second supple-
mentary? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: My third question. 
 
The Speaker: Third question. Okay. 
 

QUESTION 3: PREMIER AND OPPOSITION 
LEADER PERSONAL STAFFS ACT 1983 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Will the Honourable Prem-
ier please provide the compensation and all benefits 
for each position? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, regarding the question of com-
pensation, all benefits for the positions, the benefits 
are in the public domain as specified under section 
5.3 of the Premier and Opposition Leader Personal 
Staffs Act. Regarding the compensation for the Chief 
of Staff, it has been [the same] since it has been since 
2008, at a price of $122,064. Regarding the Special 
Advisor to the Premier, it has been as it has been, as 
customary, at $105,765. The Housekeeper, as is cus-
tomary, is paid at $35 an hour. And the Opposition 
Leader’s part-time Aide’s remuneration is $43,769.70. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, any supplemen-
tary? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Yes, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Since the Premier chose 
to provide the annual salary for the Aide to the Oppo-
sition Leader, what is the annual salary for the Prem-
ier’s Chief of Staff? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: I believe he did say it. If my memory 
serves me right, it is $122,000. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: My apologies. 
 
The Speaker: No problem, no problem. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: First day back, and everyone is trying 
to get their groove again. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: No problem. 
 No second supplementary? 
 Okay. We will move on to the second set of 
questions, which are three oral questions that have 
been submitted by Member Dunkley to the Honoura-
ble Minister Foggo [regarding the 2016 Population 
and Housing Census Preliminary Report]. 
 Member Dunkley, would you like to take the 
floor? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning, colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the first 
question was answered in the Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So I would go right to sup-
plementary then, if that is acceptable to yourself and 
the Minister. The first question just deals with . . .  
 
The Speaker: Now . . . well, let me explain. 
 Minister, what the Honourable Member is say-
ing is that when you gave your Statement this morning 
he got the answer that he was seeking for question 
number one. What he would like is, rather than re-ask 
the question, just to put his two supplementaries. Are 
you in agreement with that? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Member, you can go ahead and ask 
your supplementaries. 
 
QUESTION 1: 2016 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

CENSUS PRELIMINARY REPORT 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, what was the cost, the final cost, 
of the 2010 Census, and the budget for the 2010 
Census? 
 

The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I do have the final cost for the 
2016, but I do not have it for the 2010. And I can get 
those figures for you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Certainly, Mr. Speaker. 
That is acceptable; and also, the budget. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Second supplementary? 
Are you good? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Ask your second question. 
 
QUESTION 2: 2016 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

CENSUS PRELIMINARY REPORT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Mr. Speaker, on 
page 1 in the Preliminary Report under the Technical 
Notes section it states the completion rate was 98 per 
cent. Will the Honourable Minister please inform this 
Honourable House of the completion rate for the 2010 
Census? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. The 2010 Census com-
pletion rate was 91 per cent. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, in the Tech-
nical Notes, it explained what the completion rate 
means. Why was there a large difference between 
one census and the previous census? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I am not able to give a defini-
tive answer to that, not being the Minister at that time, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary by any Member?  
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin, from constituency 23. 
 Supplementary, yes. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my question is, does the 91 per 
cent alluded to by the Minister include the imputation, 
or was that a straight census response? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: It includes the imputations. I 
think it is highlighted within the Preliminary Report. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any further supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member Dunkley, con-
tinue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
Honourable Minister what impact on accuracy does 
the completion rate have, the difference in completion 
rate and the imputation? 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I cannot speak to specifics on 
that. So I cannot give you . . . but I can undertake to 
find out the answer for you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Are you doing your third question 
now? 
 
QUESTION 3: 2016 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

CENSUS PRELIMINARY REPORT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, sir. That is accepta-
ble, Mr. Speaker. 
 The third question: Also on page 1 under the 
Technical Notes section it states that the imputation 
process differed between the 2010 Census and the 
2016 Census. Can the Honourable Minister please 
explain the difference between the two? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. I have the response for 
that. And I am sure that part of this response impacts 
the question that you did ask previously. And I have 
undertaken to get the answers for it. But in the re-

sponse to question 3, at the end of the 2010 Census 
data collection period there were, as highlighted in the 
report, 4,427 households for which data had not been 
obtained. To address this undercount, and in align-
ment with best statistical practices, administrative data 
sources were utilised to impute important demograph-
ic data items such as age, sex, date of birth, Bermudi-
an status, employment, and race. 
 As a result, census records for 1,106 house-
holds comprising 2,551 persons were imputed for 
these demographic data items. The imputation re-
duced the undercount of outstanding households. 
However, data items for remaining census questions 
on the questionnaire were not imputed for 1,106 
households. After the imputation, 3,321 households 
were not accounted for. These households comprised 
the combination of vacation homes, occupied and va-
cant private dwelling units. 
 The 2016 Census imputation modelled in 
2016, the Department of Statistics contacted 100 per 
cent of households either by letter, phone and/or per-
sonal visits. As a result of this multimodal data collec-
tion strategy, the completion rate was 98 per cent. At 
the end of the data collection phase, there were 827 
households that interviewers had visited at least three 
different times, but were not able to complete the in-
terview due to a variety of reasons, such as respond-
ents not being available or the homes were not ac-
cessible. 
 To reduce the undercount, the Department of 
Statistics consulted other statistical organisations 
such as the Office of National Statistics in England, 
Statistics New Zealand, and the United States Census 
Bureau. After collaborating with these organisations, 
the Department Census Planning Team decided to 
implement a nearest-neighbour imputation model for 
households that were not interviewed. Where there 
was missing housing and population information for a 
household, we used a randomly selected donor 
household from the same census district and kept all 
the information about the donor occupants. Donor 
households ranged in size from one to five persons. 

So that is the answer for your number three 
question. And as I said, this will inform some of the 
answers. But the specific answers, I cannot give you 
for the other and will bring them to the House. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. That was rather 
long of an answer. But we accept it. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But appreciated, yes. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, for the 2016 
Census the Honourable Minister and the report said 



982 9 February 2018 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

there was a 98 per cent completion rate. Was that 
prior to any imputation process? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I think that that was inclusive 
of the imputation process. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Second supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, have any 
changes been made to the final 2010 Census that 
was publicly published some time in 2012? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I do believe that the statistical 
department did send out an updated 2010 Census 
that corrected any errors that were in the previous 
one. So those would be the changes that were re-
flected in the final report that was sent out in the pub-
lic domain. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I see a supplementary from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 23, Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. I just wonder 
if the Minister can confirm her comment that she 
thought the 98 per cent rate included imputation for 
the completion. However, her Statement indicates that 
the 98 per cent rate was a pre-imputation completion 
rate and that the average to achieve . . . they 
achieved a coverage rate of 100 per cent. So there is 
a difference between the answer to her Statement and 
what she has in her statement here. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. You are just seeking clarification? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. And the Shadow Deputy 
[sic] Leader is absolutely correct. Because when I sat 
down, I just relooked at the document. And you are 
absolutely right. And so, I thank her for pointing that 
out. 
 
The Speaker: The former Leader, former Leader. 
 

Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That is okay. That 
is okay. I understand. 
 
The Speaker: You have a second supplementary? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I have a sec-
ond supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And the second 
supplementary is, what were the errors that were al-
luded to in the differential between the 2010 and the 
2012 revision? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I can say this, that some of 
the errors did go out in the public domain, correcting 
it. And I cannot speak to any specifics. So I can un-
dertake to find that out for you. But there were errors, 
and that is why corrections had to be made. 
 

WRITTEN ANSWERS 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further supplementaries? 
 We now move on to the next set of questions. 
The next set of questions actually just sought written 
answers. They are from Member Ben Smith, to the 
Honourable Minister Foggo. There are three ques-
tions, all seeking written answers, no oral response. 
 Have you got your answers? Thank you. 
 

QUESTIONS: GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES’  
NUMBERS/WAGES/OVERTIME STATS 2012—2017 
 

1. Will the Honourable Minister please in-
form this Honourable House the total 
number of Government employees at Au-
gust 31st, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 
and 2017? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Minister please in-

form this Honourable House how much 
overtime was paid during the periods: 
September 1st 2011 to August 31st 2012, 
September 1st 2012 to August 31st 2013, 
September 1st 2013 to August 31st 2014, 
September 1st 2014 to August 31st 2015, 
September 1st 2015 to August 31st 2016, 
September 1st 2016 to August 31st 2017? 

 
3. Will the Honourable Minister please in-

form this Honourable House the total 
gross wages/ salaries and overtime paid 
during the periods:  
September 1st 2011 to August 31st 2012, 
September 1st 2012 to August 31st 2013, 
September 1st 2013 to August 31st 2014, 
September 1st 2014 to August 31st 2015, 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/RESPONSE%20%20TO%20Ben%20Smith%20JP%20MP%20February%209%202018.pdf
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September 1st 2015 to August 31st 2016, 
September 1st 2016 to August 31st 2017? 

The Speaker: We will now move on to the last set of 
questions, and those are questions from the Honour-
able Opposition Whip, Mrs. Jackson, to the Honoura-
ble Minister Wilson. There are three questions. The 
first one sought just a written answer. 

Have you gotten your answer? Okay. 

QUESTION 1: CURRENT PROCEDURAL 
TERMINOLOGY (CPT) CODE 

1. Will the Honourable Minister please pro-
vide this Honourable House with a short
written description for each affected Cur-
rent Procedural Terminology (CPT) code
listed below:
• CPT code short description
• 2016-2017 Diagnostic Imaging (DI) fee
• 2017-2018 DI fee
• New supplemented fee ("Technical Rec-
ommended Fee") 

The Speaker: The next two questions are seeking 
oral response. Member Jackson, would you like to ask 
your second question? 

[Oral questions continuing] 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

QUESTION 2: CURRENT PROCEDURAL 
TERMINOLOGY (CPT) CODE  

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: So, the second question: Will 
the Honourable Minister of Health please explain to 
this Honourable House when the CPT [Current Pro-
cedural Terminology] code arrangement started, and 
how much has been paid thus far to each of the ser-
vice providers that follow, and were those payments 
approved by the Health Insurance Committee? The 
list comprises the Bermuda Hospitals Board, Brown-
Darrell Clinic, and the Bermuda Healthcare Services. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Minister. 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the response is as follows: 

(1) The agreement was reached on the 8th of Decem-
ber 2017. (2) How much was paid thus far? The Ber-
muda Hospitals Board, the payment transactions are 
currently being processed. Brown-Darrell Clinic, the 
sum of $120,000; Bermuda Healthcare Services, the 
sum of $480,000. The payments were made from the 

Minister of Health funds, not from funds overseen by 
the Health Insurance Committee. Therefore, the 
Health Insurance Committee had no role in the ap-
proval. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Supplementary or new question? 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No, I have a supplementary. 

The Speaker: Supplementary. Continue on. 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: So, what will be the estimat-
ed total amount paid out to March 31, 2018? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I am not able to 
provide that information as of yet. As I indicated for 
part B, the payment transactions are still being pro-
cessed for the Bermuda Hospitals Board. And with 
respect to the other payments moving forward, it is 
based on utilisation. So when that has been complet-
ed, then the calculations will be able to be presented 
to this Honourable House. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Supplementary or new question? 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Supplementary. 

The Speaker: Second supplementary. 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. So, are we under any 
legal threat to making these payments by grant? 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Minister. 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: No, we are not, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Supplementary from the Opposition Leader? 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have a supplementary. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Because the Minister has 
indicated that the payments to the individuals are 
based upon the estimates with respect to these enti-
ties, is the Minister not able to estimate what the utili-
sation will be to the end of March? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/180207%20Answers%20from%20Minister%20Wilson%20to%20MP%20Jackson%20re%20DI%20Fees.pdf
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Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I will have to revert 
and get back to the House, because again it is based 
entirely on the utilisation of these certain diagnostic 
fees. So at this point I will be at a much better posi-
tion, obviously, at the end of March when we have 
calculated all of the utilisation and we have received 
the information from both the Brown-Darrell Clinic and 
the Bermuda Healthcare Services, as well as the 
Bermuda Hospitals Board, who also will be getting a 
grant. But at this point, I cannot give a precise answer 
because it is all based entirely on utilisation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 We have a supplementary from the Honoura-
ble Member Moniz. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you have the 
floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Maybe it is just a clarification. But were the 
Government under threat of legal action at any point 
in time during this negotiation?  
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, prior to this [set-
tlement agreement] of the 8th of December 2017, there 
were discussions taking place between the Govern-
ment and the learned Attorney General. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. Mr. Speaker, is there any 
intention of changing the fees, going forward? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you 
for that question from the Honourable and Learned 
Member. 
 Mr. Speaker, prior to June of 2017, there were 
three independent reviews commissioned by Arthur 
Andersen, Ernst & Young and PwC, since 2000, sug-
gesting a methodology to be applied towards the cal-
culation of hospital fees, referred to as the “relative 
value methodology.” That is the internationally ac-
cepted methodology that is used in the United States, 
Canada, as well as in Europe and the UK. And it plac-
es a logical, rational, and transparent fee structure on 
health care fees to assist in containing the costs. 
 Prior to June of 2017, the former Government 
received technical advice from the Bermuda Health 

Council to apply this relative value methodology. For 
the reasons that I have just spoken about, the former 
Government ignored that technical advice and decid-
ed to apply fees that were much lower than what was 
being provided for with respect to the relative value 
units by the technical officers of the Bermuda Health 
Council. 
 I can say that this Government is committed 
to reducing health care costs. We will be applying the 
relative values going forward, starting with the Bermu-
da Hospitals Board. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary, anyone? 
 We have a supplementary from the Opposi-
tion Leader. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: With respect to the rec-
ommendations and the relative value units, could the 
Minister explain to the House the difference between 
relative value methodology and relative value meth-
odology which, if I remember correctly, talks about no 
loss? So, there is relative value methodology which 
indicates you are going to have your fees based on a 
benchmark; and there is the application of relative 
value methodology whereby you make sure that there 
is no loss to the individuals to which this relative value 
methodology has been applied. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I believe what the Honourable 
Opposition Leader and former Minister of Health is 
referring to is the application of the “relative value unit 
for cost neutrality.” And moving forward, what this 
Government is committed to doing is, we will be ap-
plying the relative value and utilising the conversion 
factor to the Hospitals Board, using the baseline of the 
expenditures of the previous year from the hospital. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further supplementaries? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: You used two on this one already. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Oh, all right. Never mind. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member Jackson, 
would you like to move on to your third question? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
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QUESTION 3: CURRENT PROCEDURAL 
TERMINOLOGY (CPT) CODE  

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Will the Honourable Minister 
please provide this Honourable House with the legal 
mechanism by which funds have been paid to a pri-
vate medical service provider? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, the funds were 
paid on the direction of a Cabinet decision and under 
the authority granted pursuant to section 3 of the Pub-
lic Treasury (Administration and Payments) Act 1969, 
which establishes that the Minister of Finance can 
direct a public officer in respect of the custody and 
handling of the payments of public monies. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Now, a supplementary from the Honourable 
Member Moniz. Honourable Member, you have the 
floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 What the Minister said just provides the meth-
od whereby payment is made. But normally, the con-
tractual obligation to make the payment . . . here, I 
understand there was . . . and the question is, was 
there any contractual obligation to make a payment? 
Or was it a gift? I think Dr. Brown referred to it as a 
“grant.” That is why I was asking before whether there 
were threats of legal action. There was no require-
ment to make the payment; it was purely, purely out of 
the will of Cabinet to pay someone to whom no money 
was owed. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the question, specifically as was 
provided, speaks to the legal mechanism. And my 
learned and honourable colleague would recognise 
that the legal mechanisms come and derive from leg-
islation. The legislation in particular speaks to one that 
was passed in 1969, section 3 of the Public Treasury 
(Administration and Payments) Act 1969. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No. No, no, no. Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Aah! Wait, wait, wait, wait! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Well, you did not rise on a point of or-
der. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Okay. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Minister has not an-
swered the question. 
 
The Speaker: She answered it to the ability she had 
to answer it. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, no, no. I asked her, was 
there any legal obligation to pay these monies? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: She answered that ques-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, do you have anything addi-
tional to answer that? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: No, Mr. Speaker. I would just 
like to refer my honourable friend to the legislation that 
I have spoken about twice previously. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, again, the Minis-
ter— 
 
The Speaker: Ah! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Let me help you out, Honourable 
Member.  

I am not going to let you keep getting up on 
these points. If you want to rephrase your question 
and make it as your second supplementary, you can 
rephrase your question. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: What I would ask the Minister 
is, how is the payment characterised? Not what the 
process is. Is it a “grant,” as Dr. Brown suggested? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. The payment 
was made, as I indicated, pursuant to that legislation. 
And it was pursuant to a directive from the Cabinet. 
 
The Speaker: No further supplementaries? 
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Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I just have a clari-
fying— 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
Gordon-Pamplin. You have a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I have a sup-
plementary, just for clarity. 
 Was the payment made a “grant”? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. As I indi-
cated previously, the current Government did find it-
self in a precarious situation, based on the former 
Government’s decision to ignore technical advice by 
the Bermuda Health Council as it relates to the appli-
cation of relative fee values. We attempted to right a 
wrong that was caused (1) to the Bermuda Hospitals 
Board and (2) to two businesses that were owned and 
occupied previously by a former Premier of this coun-
try. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: So in that regard, Mr. Speak-
er— 
 
The Speaker: Ah, ah, ah! 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Should I continue? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: No. Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: The Minister is stating that 
the former Government ignored the recommendation. 
The Minister needs to prove this. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Minister.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Minister. Continue on, 
Minister.  
 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, as I have indicat-
ed previously, the question was answered. It was the 
legal mechanism pursuant to the legislation that I 
have spoken about. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 It looks like you have put a question. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Supplementary. 
 Can the Minister indicate for the purposes of 
the Budget Book where these payments will be allo-
cated? 
 
An Hon. Member: On the back page, on the back 
page. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I have al-
ready answered that in the second question with re-
spect to where those funds will be coming from, which 
is the Ministry of Health. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary from Ms. Jackson. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. 
 So, I would just like to know what the thinking 
is behind using the taxpayers’ money to provide a pri-
vate service provider with these funds and taking the 
money out of the Ministry of Health. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, as I have indicat-
ed previously, the Cabinet [members] found ourselves 
in a very difficult position upon our taking Govern-
ment, when the former Government ignored, in June 
of 2017, technical advice supplied to them by the 
Bermuda Health Council with respect to an equitable, 
transparent application of fees. Ignoring that advice of 
the technical officers, they decided to reduce the fees 
substantially further and, as a result, caused financial 
hardship not only to the Bermuda Hospitals Board, but 
severe financial hardship to two businesses that were 
previously owned by the former Premier of this coun-
try. 
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The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or point of order? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. The Honourable Member is 
stating that the previous Government ignored the rec-
ommendations and chose to utilise some other rela-
tive value numbers. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Ah, Members! 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Unless the Minister is able 
to say, prove that this happened, then the Minister is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, to help out here— 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: It is not true! 
 
The Speaker: To help out . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
 
The Speaker: Ah, ah, ah, Members! 
 Minister, to help out here, the former Minister 
of Health is questioning the validity of whether or not 
the former Administration, under the former Minister, 
who is now the Opposition Leader, actually ignored. 
Now, my question . . . clarification would be, can you 
substantiate that it was ignored? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. That has all 
been provided for in the answer to the written question 
for number one. 

For example, code CPT 7322-202, CT scan of 
the upper extremity, previously the fee was $1,201. 
The RVU application to that fee, advice which was 
given by the technical officers which was ignored, 
suggested that that fee should be reduced to $871.87. 
The Government, ignoring that advice at the time, re-
duced it to $655. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ah, there you go! There you 
go! 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Let us clarify. What are you rising on? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I am rising, continuing that 
the Minister is misleading the House. The statement 
that the Minister just read out, that said “ignored”, did 
not indicate that the third number that she quoted, 
where that third number came from. So to say that the 
previous Government utilised that number, the Gov-
ernment could not pick a number out of the air. It 
would have to have been supplied by the Health 
Council. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: I am going to take a position here. 
 Opposition Leader, I think you have stressed 
your point that you had a concern in reference to the 
comments which the Minister is making. I think the 
Minister responded and read from a report that I am 
assuming she would have received, as the Minister. 
She now sits in that seat. And I think the Minister rose 
to her feet and read from the comparison that was 
given as far as numbers suggested. 
 And unless you can now, as a former Minister, 
produce a different logic as to how you got there, we 
are going to accept it as being where it is today. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, as long as 
this report is tabled, then I will have the opportunity to 
make sure that I— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: The information that the Minister is 
reading from is in reference to the [answer] that was 
submitted to the Member who asked the question for 
an answer as a written [answer]. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Right. 
 
The Speaker: So I think it is contained in the answer 
that the Honourable Member sought to get this morn-
ing. So the Honourable Member should already have 
the information. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
will utilise the written response further. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No further questions, no further supplements 
on questions that have been submitted for Members. 
 We can now move on to questions from the 
Statements that were read this morning by Ministers. 
As you know, we had three Statements this morning. 
And we actually have questions from Members on two 
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of those Statements. The first Minister who has ques-
tions regarding her Statement is the Honourable Min-
ister Foggo.  
 Minister Foggo, you have a question from the 
Honourable Member from constituency 23, the Hon-
ourable Member Gordon-Pamplin. 
 Would you like to ask your question now, 
Member? 
 
QUESTION 1: 2016 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

CENSUS PRELIMINARY REPORT  
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Just give the Min-
ister a minute to get to her seat. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on page 1 at the last paragraph 
of the Minister’s Statement, the numbers do not add 
up. And I wonder if the Minister can advise us which is 
the correct number.  

She indicated that the civilian non-institutional 
population stood at 63,779, broken down by 30,690 
males and 33,389 females. Those two numbers total 
64,079. So, one of the three numbers is incorrect. I 
wonder if the Minister can let us know which is cor-
rect, thereby correcting the Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
1Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: If I can get back to that, I 
would just look in the Preliminary Report to see what 
the numbers are reported here. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary, or are you okay for the time 
being?  
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I just wanted to 
make sure that the Statement was correct, and obvi-
ously one of those three numbers is not correct. So I 
am happy to . . . 
 
The Speaker: Yes. It could be a mathematical chal-
lenge there. But we will figure it out. Okay. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, you also have a further ques-
tion from the Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 12. 

The Honourable Member Cannonier, would 
you like to put your question? 

 
QUESTION 1: 2016 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

CENSUS PRELIMINARY REPORT  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

                                                      
1 See further clarification at page 990 

 On page 2, in the third paragraph from the 
bottom, the Honourable Minister states that 28,192 
units, that it had increased, the number of dwellings. 
And that would make sense, considering the comple-
tion rate being higher. I just was wondering if there 
were any other mitigating factors—I do not know, it 
could be construction, new construction sites or 
homes or dwellings, or that kind of a thing—that might 
have affected that, as well. I was looking at the per-
centages, just trying to come up with a number. And it 
seems that there might have been some other factors 
influencing, other than the completion rate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I would suggest to that Hon-
ourable Member to look through the Population and 
Housing Census Preliminary Report. It is an explana-
tory report, and it will highlight any factors that were 
figured into. And I can say this, that he will also have 
the benefit of looking at the final Census Report when 
it comes out. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? You have a supplementary 
question? Okay. Good. 
 Minister, those are the only Members who had 
indicated having questions.  
 The other Minister who has questions regard-
ing his Statement this morning is the Minister of Edu-
cation. Minister of Education, you have a question 
from the Honourable Member from constituency 8. 
 The Honourable Member Simons, you have 
the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: TRAINING PROGRAMME INITIATIVE 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, can the Minister provide me with 
the total budget allocation for these new training initia-
tives and how much the employers will be expected to 
pay for their employees’ training? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I do not have 
that information with me, but I will endeavour to make 
sure that the Honourable Member gets that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Honourable Member, supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental. 
 Will master masons or master electricians or 
master plumbers who have 30, 40 years of experience 
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be grandfathered and not required to take the test, 
and automatically get the certification based on their 
lifetime experiences? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. Thank you, 
Member. 
 Mr. Speaker, we do not currently have certifi-
cation for masons or plumbers, so I cannot answer 
that question. But all local tradesmen can be assured 
that they will not be disenfranchised by this process. 
And there is a process that is applicable to Bermudi-
ans only, where they will have practical assessments 
in place of exams when necessary. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Anyone for a further supplement? 
 Second supplement? 
 
QUESTION 2: TRAINING PROGRAMME INITIATIVE 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Second question. 
 The Statement speaks to apprenticeships. 
How many companies do we have registered under 
the apprenticeship programme that are willing to work 
with the development of our employees? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, you can respond. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 At this moment, I do not have the exact num-
ber of the total number of companies that we have 
apprenticeship programmes with. But I can endeavour 
to get that information, as well. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Member, further question or supplementary? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: What incentives are in place 
to encourage local companies to participate in the ap-
prenticeship programmes? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, quite simply, 
the incentive is ensuring that Bermudians are trained 
and employed in the workforce. That is the main in-
centive. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: But, in addition to that, the 
current apprenticeship setup, most of them are differ-
ent, so it is very difficult to answer that exact question. 
But in a general sense, Workforce Development pays 
for the students to attend the Bermuda College, and 
the companies provide work experience and salary. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: My question now— 
 
The Speaker: New question or supplementary? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. Okay. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: When will the Ministry have 
public meetings with the employers to get them all on 
board to make this programme an event? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, the appren-
ticeship programme has been in place for about 10 to 
15 years now. So, I do not quite understand that par-
ticular question. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Clarity, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to clarify your question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: My question is, has the Min-
istry spoken with a number of employers to get their 
input to make sure that they are all on board with the 
programme? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, the simple 
answer to that is yes. The department speaks with 
employers all of the time. The purpose of having train-
ing is to talk to employers first and see what it is that 
they require. If you look further into the Statement, we 
talk about a programme that we have just launched 
with Fairmont Southampton, which [will do] exactly 
that. So we have reached out to them and said, What 
is it that you need? Here is a training [programme] 
that we can put together. How can you assist? So that 
is an ongoing process. It is not something that is done 
one-off throughout the years. As needs come up, that 
is when we reach out to employers and see, what is it 
that they need and what can we provide to allow Ber-
mudians to get into those positions? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No further question? No further supplements? 
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 We have a supplement from the Honourable 
Member, Ms. Jackson. 
 Ms. Jackson, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am just reading the piece about the depart-
ment engaging in assisting the Ministry of National 
Security and Team Street Safe with the 100 Jobs initi-
ative. Will that be open to everybody? Will those who 
are able-bodied, but unemployed, but are not a part of 
the Team Street Safe, will they still be able to partici-
pate in this? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, that initiative 
is an initiative where we plan to bring 100 employers 
into a room and invite members of the public to come 
and submit their information and walk out with 100 
people employed. So that is an initiative that was 
launched by the Ministry of National Security. The 
Department of Workforce is assisting by taking per-
sons who might be registered with us, people who are 
on financial assistance and the like, who are required 
to come and register with us, to prepare them for go-
ing into this job fair and talking to the persons who are 
there to provide potential employment. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further questions? No further supplemen-
taries? That brings us to a close of the Question Peri-
od. Thank you, Members, for your— 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh! I pause for a minute. 
 The Honourable Minister Foggo had been 
asked a question by the Honourable Member Gordon-
Pamplin in regard to the mathematics of the numbers 
that she had. The Minister has got the clarification on 
it, I understand. 
 Minister, would you like to just provide the 
information? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Sure. I would like to confirm 
for the Member that the civilian non-institutional popu-
lation did stand at 63,779 and that there was a typing 
error for the female count. The actual count is 33,089 
to arrive at that figure. Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Minister, thank you for get-
ting the information so quickly for us. 
  Now, as I was indicating, that brings us to a 
close of the Question Period. We now move on. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: Does any Member wish to speak under 
this heading, the Congratulatory and/or Obituary 
Speeches? 
 I recognise the Honourable Premier, who rose 
to his feet first. 
 Premier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend my con-
gratulations to a young Bermudian, some people say 
is from Hamilton Parish, I know he is from the east, for 
sure, young Mr. Dage Minors, who won the Elite 
Men’s Front Street Mile and was the first Bermudian 
to win that award. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And, of course, I would like to 
associate the entire House with that incredible 
achievement for that young Bermudian, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would also like to, in keeping with making 
sure we highlight the young entrepreneurs who are 
doing excellent work in Bermuda, extend my con-
gratulations to young Mr. Sanjay Ramotar. And he 
recently opened a mechanical repair business, Mas-
termind Mechanics Garage. And I would say he is an 
example of a Bermudian who has followed his pas-
sion, from fixing bikes at the age of 16, turning it into a 
career and now a business. And I hope that there will 
be more entrepreneurs who will continue to follow in 
his footsteps as this Government continues to support 
entrepreneurs. 
 The final thing I would like to do is, I would like 
to extend some condolences. And I would like to ex-
tend condolences, without question, to the family of 
Ms. Constance Francis. I will associate the entire 
House with these remarks, and I am sure there will be 
other persons who will speak on this. But Ms. Francis 
is the mother of St. George’s Mayor, Quinell Francis, 
Quinita Francis and Quinton Francis. And Ms. Francis 
was married to Mr. Neil Francis for over 50 years and 
was a pillar of the St. George’s community. Ms. Fran-
cis was the Administrative Assistant at East End Pri-
mary for over 30 years. She was a mother figure not 
only to her children and her grandchildren, but count-
less St. Georgians over the years, and she was a very 
caring individual who will be a huge miss for the 
community of St. George’s. 
 In addition, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
recognise, while I am on my feet, and send condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Allan “Forty” Rego, who will 
be memorialised today. And I will associate the whole 
House. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: But I am sure that there will be 
many persons who will be able to speak to Mr. Rego’s 
legacy better than I will. But I just want to record that I 
would like to be associated with those remarks when 
they are given. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak and 
offer condolences? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 28. Honourable Member Lister, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 First, I would like to offer condolences to the 
family of Mr. Reginald Chase, who passed a few 
weeks ago. He was a long-time member of the PLP in 
the Sandys branches and very active in the activities 
going on up there. 
 I would also like to extend congratulations. 
Over the Christmas break, we had a number of sports 
teams win some sporting events. They are on the 
bordering ends of my constituency, on both sides. The 
PHC Zebras first won the Friendship Trophy. I would 
like to extend congratulations to them. 
 Also, to the Southampton Rangers, who won 
the Shield competition.  
 But, more important for me, I would like to 
extend my congratulations to the Somerset Trojans, 
who won the PDL [Premier Development League] 
Trophy. 

Yes, we did win something, Cousin Burgess, 
the PDL Trophy, which is still a trophy. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Mr. Dennis Lister III: And yes, I would like to extend 
those congratulations. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 I recognise the new Minister of [Social Devel-
opment] and Sport, the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Weeks. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning, and good morning to everyone. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to start off my re-
marks with congratulations and observance that 
Ocean View Golf Course is celebrating 64 years of 
existence. It first came into existence, Mr. Speaker, in 
a time of segregation. So it was put in place for black 
and Portuguese descent players. So I would like the 
whole House to join me in acknowledging this fact. 
And any of those people who are golfers, they are 
having a 64-anniversary golf tournament on Sunday. If 
you can, go, as MPs. Just stop by to show our sup-
port. It starts at seven; lunch is at one. The old mem-
bers of the staff will be grateful if we come by. 

 Mr. Speaker, you know as the Minister of 
Sport I have a lot to say in a short time. 
 
The Speaker: You are clever enough to get it done, 
hopefully. Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: All right. 
 I wish to congratulate the following eight ath-
letes for qualifying to compete in the XXI Common-
wealth Games to be held in Gold Coast Australia, 
from the 4th to the 15th of April: Tyler Butterfield, Tre 
Houston, Tyrone Smith, Kyle Webb, Flora Duffy, Mi-
cah Franklin, Erica Hawley, and Tyler Smith. 
 I would like to also wish to congratulate the 
following nine athletes who have qualified thus far to 
represent Bermuda at the CARIFTA Games in Nas-
sau, Bahamas, March 30th to April 2nd. They are 
Johndell Cumberbatch, Robert Edwards, Taylor 
Hines, Ryan Outerbridge, Brianna Mendes, Sakari 
Famous, Elisha Darrell, Amelia Othman, and Ashley 
Irby. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like for us to send 
good luck to Tucker Murphy, who is our sole Winter 
Olympian. And the opening ceremony took place this 
morning.  
 Also, Mr. Speaker, this Sunday, the Paralym-
pian, Jessica Lewis, will be joining a group of riders 
from Dockyard to Ferry Reach to commemorate and 
to raise money for the Special Olympics.  
 Before I take my seat, I have saved my obits 
for last. I would like the House to join me in acknowl-
edging the passing of an icon, a true hero for us in 
Bermuda, Mr. Allan “Forty” Rego. He will be buried 
today at 2:00 pm. I will be attending, as many of my 
colleagues, hopefully, will also be attending. 
 
The Speaker: Well, we need a quorum here. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Pardon? 
 
[Laughter]  
  
The Speaker: Go ahead, go ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Speaker, a quorum 
will be here. 
 Mr. Speaker, the boxing community has defi-
nitely lost an icon.  
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Michael A. Weeks: And that is it. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That is it. The clock is on you. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Minister 
Burch here, right at my right. Minister Burch, you have 
the floor. 
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Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Let me first start by being associated with the 
condolences going to the Forty Rego family. I am 
honoured to say that he was a friend of mine. And I 
will have much more to say later on, on that subject, 
not in this place, but somewhere else.  
 But I would also, Mr. Speaker, like for condo-
lences to be sent to the family of Steve Easton, who 
was laid to rest last week Sunday (at the same church 
that Forty Rego is being laid to rest at). It probably 
was the most uplifting funeral I have ever been to in 
my life, Mr. Speaker. They paid really significant trib-
ute to his contribution to this community and to the 
world, actually, from a musical point of view. I think 
virtually every Christian soloist in the country sang, as 
well as the most distinguished Seventh-day Adventist 
Choir, aided and abetted by the Minister of National 
Security, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: He has got his voice back, eh? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes, he got his voice 
back. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: He probably lost it 
again today. 
 Mr. Speaker, finally, I would like for congratu-
lations to be sent to the T. N. Tatem Middle School 
family, who on the 24th of January conducted a Power 
of One Student Council awards ceremony, where I 
was honoured to be the guest speaker and where a 
number of students were pinned as Power of One 
Students. It really is quite an exciting time in Warwick, 
Mr. Speaker. A new principal has taken over there this 
year, Ms. Garita Coddington, and she has really lit a 
fire under not just the students, but the teachers and 
parents of that school. And they are well on the road 
to being the number-one middle school in this country. 
So I would ask for congratulations to be sent to them. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, who has risen to his feet this morning. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I certainly would like this House 
to send congratulations to one of the fastest, probably 
the fastest Bermudian who ever ran the race down 
Front Street, from Hamilton Parish, Dage Minors. 

The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The first Bermudian to 
win that race, I am sure he did his mother and his fa-
ther proud, his family. He certainly has done Hamilton 
Parish (the Bible Belt) proud. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to associate 
myself with the remarks of condolences to the family 
of Constance Francis. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, I would also like this House 
to send condolences to the family of Roland Hill, a 
great Seventh-day Adventist worshiper. In fact, one of 
his daughters was a former head of the Seventh-day 
Adventist School. 
 I would also like to send condolences to the 
family of Ms. Marion Jean Knight, husband of the late 
David Knight. Her son is Capt. Wayne Knight, who 
runs the Salvation Army Church in St. George’s, and 
his sister, Susan Bower.  
 And, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to send 
condolences out to the family of Ms. Cymai Weller, 
who died in her 16th year. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I would like to associ-
ate the whole House. In fact, when you have to bury 
one of your children, it is certainly a very difficult, diffi-
cult time for the whole family. And, certainly, I am sure 
it is difficult for her mother, her grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gary Weller, all from Hamilton Parish, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Deputy. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Minister of 
National Security. He has got a big smile early this 
morning. So I will take him on this morning. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
send congratulations to Bermuda Institute. As you 
know, Mr. Speaker, I am an alumni of Bermuda Insti-
tute. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Thursday, they had 100 Men on 
Campus. 
 
The Speaker: I was present for a while, myself. Yes, 
go ahead. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, it was refreshing 
to see 100 men from our community with their god-
children, grandchildren, with their sons and daughters, 
participating in a very different array of such matters—
attending classes, having lunch with their family 
members. Indeed, we oftentimes, as men, get a hard 
way to go for not taking care of our responsibilities. 
But on this occasion, it was good to see so many 
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men. I would hazard to say there were far more than 
100 men on campus at different stages during the 
day, and it is indeed a powerful show of force by the 
men in this country to show that our children are in-
deed supported by the men of this country. 
 Mr. Speaker, next to the principal and staff of 
the Dalton E. Tucker Primary School, in January, they 
had Martin Luther King Day. A few of our Ministers 
and Members of Parliament were privileged to attend. 
They had young people do speeches, poems. And 
then we went on a march to simulate one of the 
marches with Dr. Martin Luther King, and we marched 
down to the Marketplace, or Maxi Mart, as it was once 
called. And just having the opportunity to speak with 
the young kids carrying placards, talking about their 
dreams and putting that into a modern-day context, it 
is very important for our young people to be apprised 
of their past and struggles that we have had in our 
world. But more important, to put it in a context so that 
they understand and so that they can learn from the 
positive impact from a leader such as Martin Luther 
King. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 24.  
 The Honourable Government Whip, Mr. Scott, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just would like to be associated with the con-
gratulations given by the MP Lister, from [constituen-
cy] 28, when it comes to PHC, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I thought you would be for Somerset. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: As you know, I am a big 
PHC fan. I do play for PHC in the Corona League, 
under lock and key. But the Honourable Member did 
not go far enough in his congratulatory speech, in the 
fact that we are on the verge of winning the Triple 
Crown, Mr. Speaker. We have won the Charity Cup, 
the Dudley Eve Cup, the Friendship Cup. And we are 
now at the top of the table in the Premier Division, Mr. 
Speaker. So I know that I can . . . and I would like to 
associate the MP for constituency 26, MP Neville Tyr-
rell, who has left his North Village roots to come to 
PHC. 

As well as the fact that Ms. Beverly Pitt, who 
was with us when we went to watch the PHC win the 
Friendship Cup, was so emotional that she cried tears 
of joy at our winning of the Friendship Cup, Mr. 
Speaker. So, therefore, I just want to make sure that 
my team, the PHC Zebras, know that they are con-
gratulated, that they are being watched from up here 
on the Hill and that we all support them in their en-
deavour. And when they win the Triple Crown, we will 
be back here to congratulate them, as well.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
Hamilton Parish. 
 The Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Minister had already men-
tioned Steve Easton. But I would like to elaborate, as 
he had said. That was probably one of the best funer-
als I have ever been to. I thought the Minister of Na-
tional Security’s singing . . . I mean, that choir, if any-
one has never heard the Seventh-day Adventist Inspi-
rational Choir, I would encourage you to go and listen 
to them. I mean, I love singing, and they did some 
songs that were rearranged; it was unbelievable. So if 
there was a funeral that I would like to have my funer-
al like, it was probably the funeral I saw at Steve 
Easton’s funeral. It was— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, one of these days. The 
Honourable Member said, Well, am I going to be dy-
ing? One of these days we will all pass this earth. And 
I would like a beautiful funeral like I saw with Steve 
Easton, a young gentleman whom I had the opportuni-
ty to sing with at the Red Sox games in Boston. He, 
myself, and a great gospel singer by the name of 
Tricray Astwood. 
 But I also remember the family and would like 
condolences to be sent to the family of Quinton Ed-
ness. I had the opportunity to serve with Quinton, Mr. 
Edness. And I can tell you right now, Mr. Edness 
worked very hard in Warwick over the years, and [he 
was] a gentleman, Lovable Quinton, a gentleman who 
loved the people of Warwick and who cared about the 
people of Bermuda. I have had the opportunity, like I 
said, to sit in certain rooms, and I heard him talk about 
how we have to take care of the people. And Quinton 
was that type of gentleman. I remember when he was 
the Minister of Works, he paved Warwick Street more 
than any other streets in Bermuda, and he kept on 
paving it over and over again until it was done right. 
And he built bus shelters and everything else. 
 Also, I would like to remember the family of 
Roland Hill, who is part of my family, the Hill family. 
Many people are not aware of that. My great-great-
grandfather was Benjamin Hill and came from their 
line, who was very much involved in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Midland Heights and Hamilton 
Parish. Temperance Hall down there in Hamilton Par-
ish was part of the Hill family. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So that family is very, very 
strong in Hamilton Parish roots. So these individuals, 
and Forty Rego is another individual who, unfortunate-
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ly, has passed this life. But these are great men whom 
Bermuda will miss because they helped to do so 
many things, whether it was in sports, whether it was 
in politics, whether it was in building. If you know the 
Hill family, they are all about building, building things. 
And of course, Steve, who was a remarkable musician 
and was involved in creating music, producing music 
that many of us have heard. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 8. 
 The Honourable Member Cole Simons, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to send con-
dolences to the family of Winifred Florabelle Powell. 
She was a lady from Smith’s Parish and Flatts. And 
she will be sadly missed by her husband, Winston 
Powell, and daughters, Gayle Stowe and Tammy 
Bean. Ms. Powell was a fixture in Flatts. She had the 
Little Green Fence Café for many, many years. And 
she, as I said, will be sadly missed. She loved sports. 
She loved tennis, basketball, and golf. And she and 
her husband, Winston, were inseparable. So to the 
family, on behalf of the House, I would like to convey 
my condolences. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments made by the previous speaker in regard to 
the Honourable Quinton Edness. As you know, Quin-
ton was a Warwick man, like myself. He was the con-
summate politician. He had a love for Bermuda. He 
always put Bermuda first, Bermuda’s people first. And 
he was the man who wanted to leave a legacy. And 
part of this legacy, which I salute him for, is the im-
plementation of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1972, the 
Human Rights Act 1981, the Bermuda Small Business 
Development Corporation Act 1980, and the Bermuda 
Housing Act 1980. As you can see, these Acts all per-
tain to a better quality of life for all Bermudians. 
 Mr. Edness was also known as the Lovable 
Quinton. And I can say that most people in this coun-
try had a lot of respect and saluted Lovable Quinton. 
So, on behalf of my team and the rest of the House, I 
would like to, again, convey my condolences to his 
lovely wife, Vicki, and his daughter, Stacey. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Any other Member? 
I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 

Commissiong, who has been up on his feet a few 
times, trying to get my attention. Honourable Member, 
you have the floor. 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is there 
was a group, a band, called War. You may remember 
[them] back in the early to mid-70s. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: They had a hit called City 
Country City. And to some degree, I think that sort of 
applies to myself. As a born and raised boy growing 
up in Spanish Point, I, like many members of families 
in that late ’60s, early ’70s period, migrated westward 
to what I call the Midwest of Bermuda, all the way be-
tween Paget West, Ord Road, all that to Southampton 
East, and of course, Warwick in between. And so, 
there are two individuals today whom I want to cele-
brate in terms of their lives and give condolences. 
Firstly, it is Mr. Wayne Leroy “Oscie” Hassell. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes, yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Oscie was well known in 
the Warwick area, and some of the Members here, 
Mr. Simons wants to associate, and others. A legend-
ary figure, solid Bermudian man, tradesman, builder, a 
lovable guy. And he is a great loss to that community. 
He was also, to me, one of the pillars of that Warwick 
Midwest community. 
 Secondly, of course, a man who was a fighter, 
not only in terms of in the ring, but off of it as well—
that is the beloved and legendary Allan Leroy “Forty” 
Rego. And I wish to associate my comments with 
those that were expressed earlier. Mr. Forty Rego, 
whom I knew personally, always a positive presence. 
And the impact he had on the boxing fraternity, 
grooming young boxers. And you know, we have 
heard these stories with respect to Troy Darrell, peo-
ple like Norman DeSilva, who is a relative of my wife 
and of the Minister for Government Reform here, go-
ing all the way, of course, to Nikki Bascome, a very 
interesting story there, the relationship between those 
two; and the young Andrew Lambe. His work in the 
community shall not be forgotten. And again, my con-
dolences to his family in their time of grief. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 And now I recognise the Minister for Tourism, 
the Honourable Member. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise on a sad note today, to pay 
tribute to a man who contributed greatly to the political 
success of the Bermuda Progressive Labour Party in 
the Sandys community, and particularly in Sandys 
South. I rise to pay tribute to Mr. Reginald Chase, who 
has been honoured by our party as one of the first 50 
in terms of their significant contribution to the early 
days of our party and helping to get Members, like the 
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Honourable former Member of this Chamber, Mr. Wal-
ter Lister, organising some of the first branches, or-
ganising many of the fundraising. 
 The Unknown Soldier, whose work in the 
community to support the work of the MPs and to 
support the work of the workers, unheralded, unknown 
really out in the world like that, but part of the founda-
tion of which all of us who represent the Sandys 
community stand. Mr. Speaker, we owe him a tre-
mendous debt. We owe his family a tremendous debt, 
and we mourn his passing. 
 Mr. Speaker, I stay on my feet to give tribute, 
as well, to my former Sunday School teacher, an Allen 
Temple AME icon, Ms. Lapsley. Ms. Lapsley was my 
first Sunday School teacher and, I think, for many 
people of my age, if not older, their first Sunday 
School teacher, who took the time to be a nurturing, 
yet firm, hand on all of us as we came through the 
community. 
 
The Speaker: She was mine, as well. Yes. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: And the Honourable 
Speaker says his as well. She was a soldier. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Mm-hm.  
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: But we honour people 
who take the time not just to serve God, but to work 
with people’s children and to help shape their founda-
tion and shape their upbringing. I owe her a tremen-
dous debt. Allen Temple AME owes her a tremendous 
debt. And our community owes her a tremendous 
debt, as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
like to also give congratulations to Rosewood, Tuck-
er’s Point, which has recently received the award of 
the number-one hotel in Bermuda by US News and 
World Report’s 2018 Best Hotels List. The ownership, 
Gencom, and the management have continued since 
we took office to work very closely with the Govern-
ment. And the ownership in particular has a tremen-
dous interest in Bermuda. Their work is showing re-
sults, and we appreciate their success at that proper-
ty. 
 And finally, before I take my seat, Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to also congratulate Dr. Ed Harris on 
his retirement and his work with the Maritime Museum 
and his work with the community. He is someone who 
has helped to bring our history alive and keep our his-
tory alive. And I know that, even though he is retiring, I 
know that he will still continue to play a major role in 
that space for years to come. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I recognise the Leader of the Opposition 
Leader. Honourable Madam, you have the floor. 
 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to have condolences 
sent to the family of the late Gerald Michael Fisher. 
And for those of you who might remember Fisher 
Brothers, the paint store that was up in Warwick, Mr. 
Fisher was one of those individuals who loved to talk 
about what was happening in Bermuda. And after he 
retired, we would talk about golf. And I was really 
saddened to hear of his passing. 
 Also, I would like to have condolences sent to 
the family of the late Luis Andres Douglas. For those 
of you who remember, Luis Douglas was an executive 
of Bank of Bermuda when it was Bank of Bermuda 
rather than HSBC, and was very instrumental in de-
veloping the bank into the global entity that it became. 
 I would like also to have congratulations, 
though, sent to the Regiment recruits who recently 
graduated, or “passed out,” as one would say, espe-
cially to Janita Adderley, who received the award as 
the best new recruit. I have followed it up, and she is 
not an actual relative, but she is in the Adderleys. And 
therefore, I think it is very important that we recognise 
that the women were there and the best new recruit 
was a woman. 
  
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Also, if congratulations 
could be sent to the LOM Financial on their 25th anni-
versary. For those of you who might not realise, LOM, 
in addition to being in Bermuda for 25 years, is also 
down in the Caymans and other jurisdictions. And so, 
it is not just a Bermuda entity. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Opposition Leader. 
 I recognise the Honourable Minister Foggo 
. . . I was trying to get your constituency. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
The Speaker: Minister, you have the floor. 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, what 
happened? 
 
The Speaker: I saw her before I saw you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Constituency 3, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Constituency 3; there we go. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I want to join in congratulatory remarks for 
Dage Minors, a stellar athlete. And so, I just need my 
name associated with his congratulations. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to be associated with the 
remarks for Ms. Constance Francis, known to those of 
us who were from St. George’s as “Connie.” 
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[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, and Connie Esdaille, 
yes. 

Let me just say this. She is a Back o’ Town St. 
George’s girl, like myself, and grew up on Old Maid’s 
Lane, like myself. She used to be my next-door 
neighbour. So her loss is really heartfelt. I am great 
friends of her children, her daughters in particular. 
And so, we stand side by side with them in their time 
of loss, Mr. Speaker. And she is a great loss to the 
Salvation Army family. I have to say that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also, on behalf of my colleague 
from constituency 2 and myself, wish to give condo-
lences for Frederick Horace Gibbons, a well-known 
St. Georgian from Slip Road, Wellington. The family is 
known in that area, and the Gibbons family will be 
greatly missing their father figure, Mr. Horace Gib-
bons. He is the son of the well-known musician, the 
late Mr. Horace Gibbons, who, I guess, if you will, is a 
well-known member to the Bermuda Regiment, or was 
a well-known member, and a well-known figure in the 
St. Georgian area. And so, we stand with the Gibbons 
family in their time of loss, as well. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
Tyrrell. 
 Honourable Member Tyrrell, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you very much for the 
recognition, Mr. Speaker. Thank you and good morn-
ing, everyone. 
 
The Speaker: You were acting like you were 
shocked. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Mr. Speaker, I would ask that 
this House bring condolences to the families of a cou-
ple of my constituents who passed during our ab-
sence while we were away. Janette Elizabeth Smith of 
12 Lusher [Lane]. She was very active in the commu-
nity in Warwick, as well. And Mr. Lionel Jones of 
Jones Village. If condolences could be sent. 
  Mr. Speaker, let me also associate myself 
with the remarks for Mr. Forty Rego. All of you know 
that I live in the great Parish of Warwick. And many 
Bermudians know that most of the chat shops in Ber-
muda are barber shops. But on Social Road in Ber-
muda, there is a cycle shop where Forty Rego would 
stop all the time and have chats there. And I, on my 
way home, would stop occasionally and be learned-up 
on boxing and the history of boxing by Mr. Forty Rego. 
And I found him to be a very, very gentlemanly type of 
person. So I certainly associate with that. 
 Let me also correct something from my es-
teemed colleague from constituency 24. I have not left 
my North Village roots. 

[Laughter]  
  
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: I do, because I live in the Par-
ish of Warwick, support PHC, reluctantly. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: But I am still associated with 
North Village. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You are still red and white in heart, eh? 
All right. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. Mon-
iz. Honourable Member Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would just like to take this opportunity, you 
took a moment of silence earlier in the day, to give 
condolences to the family of Ernest DeCouto. Ernest 
DeCouto was a first cousin of my father, and he 
served the public of Bermuda in this House for a peri-
od of 26 years, including serving as an MP down in 
God’s country, in Smith’s Parish. And in addition to 
that, he served as Minister of Youth and Sport. And he 
served as the Speaker of the House for some five 
years, between 1993 and 1998, which I might say was 
a period of great cooperation between the two sides of 
the House, because you had a Speaker from one side 
and you had a Deputy Speaker from the other, who 
went on to become Speaker, Mr. Stanley Lowe. 
 I think he was a great public servant. He was 
always very diligent. I had the great privilege to speak 
at his funeral, and I thought he was an excellent and 
fine example of a Parliamentarian. He was an exam-
ple to all of us here today. And I would associate only 
my Smith’s Parish colleague, Mr. Cole Simons. Any-
one else has to get up and say their own thing. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Smith’s Parish people have to 
stick together, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Secondly, I would like to be 
associated with the comments with respect to the re-
tirement of Ed Harris as the Director of what was the 
Maritime Museum, now the National Museum. I had 
the great privilege of serving on the board of trustees 
for 20 years, and have provided pro bono legal advice 
to the museum, at Dr. Harris’s insistence, for years 
before I became a trustee. He has done many fine 
things. He served for 37 years as director of the mu-
seum. Most people will have seen his Heritage Mat-
ters series, which ran in the local paper on a weekly 
basis for years and years and years. 
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 They have set up a fund for him at the muse-
um, I think it is called the Harris Conservation Fund, to 
which people can donate. He will continue as a con-
sultant at the museum for a period of years during 
both fundraising and continuing with publications that 
he has been working on. He has done many, many 
publications. And I think he will also be helping with 
the extension to the application that the Minister of 
Works has made for the World Heritage site, to cover 
all of the forts in Bermuda. Of course, Dr. Harris is the 
writer of the book, Bermuda Forts. 
 So I think we all need to give him congratula-
tions. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 I now recognise . . . oh, Minister Brown.  
 Minister Brown, you have the floor. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning once again. 
 I would like to associate myself with condo-
lences sent to two of our former colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker—former Speaker, Mr. DeCouto; and former 
Member and Minister, Mr. Edness. 
 Mr. DeCouto was always a man of great digni-
ty and poise, who undertook his responsibilities in the 
House very seriously. And we fully appreciate that, at 
least on this side of the House, Mr. Speaker. I, of 
course, was not a Member at the time when he served 
as Speaker. But you will recall that it was because of 
the actions of the Progressive Labour Party that the 
Honourable Mr. DeCouto, in fact, became Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: He was not the choice of the 
then-United Bermuda Party. But the Progressive La-
bour Party, in conjunction with five Members in the 
United Bermuda Party, worked together to ensure that 
Mr. DeCouto actually became the Speaker of Parlia-
ment. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: And as one who is looking at 
the race and ethnicity, as some of us like to, he was 
the first Portuguese Speaker duly elected to this Par-
liament. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the 
former Minister, Mr. Edness— 
 

The Speaker: His picture hangs behind you as you 
speak. See that? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes. Perhaps that is indicative 
of something, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Edness, as Minister responsible for Health 
and Drug Policy, gave me my first government con-
tract in the early 1990s. He knew I was not a member 
or supporter of the United Bermuda Party. But we had 
great banter. He once offered me a job to come and 
work for him for a session. He said, I want to let you 
come and work for me. I said, But, Mr. Minister, if I 
come to work for you, I can no longer criticise you 
publicly. So, what I admired and respected about Mr. 
Edness is that he did not care much for your political 
positions. He looked at the work you did and whether 
you would deliver. And if all of us could emulate that 
standard, look beyond the political part of the nature 
of what we are required to do in terms of delivering 
policy and service, then we will help to make Bermuda 
a better place. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I used to have lunch with 
Mr. Edness maybe twice a year. And we would always 
go to, I guess, the favourite restaurant, which was 
Harbourfront. Many of you may not know this here, 
but Mr. Edness actually has a chair in Harbourfront 
with his name on it. And whenever you would go for 
lunch, they would bring out this chair. I thought, 
What’s this all about? This is when Harbourfront was 
on Front Street. And now, at BUEI [Bermuda Under-
water Exploration Institute], they still have that chair. 
And it has the name sort of on the chair. So I guess 
that is a testimony of how he was received in the 
community. 
 I think we have lost someone who was a ded-
icated servant of Bermuda, who did good work even 
within the framework of the United Bermuda Party, did 
a great work for the country. And he is a miss. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I now recognise the Deputy Opposition Lead-
er. Honourable Member, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences for the family of Ms. Francis 
from St. George’s. I am very good friends with her 
niece, Tanya Esdaille, and her daughters, Quinell and 
Quinita. And, as somebody who is going through chal-
lenges with my own mother, I understand that this is a 
great loss. So, I would like to be associated with the 
condolences. 
 
The Speaker: Sure. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: I would also like to be associated 
with the congratulations for Dage Minors. I worked 
with Dage’s father, Del Minors, at Appleby, for many 
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years. He works in the Facilities Department. And I 
watched Del, his father, travel all over this country to 
support Dage in every event that he had. And Dage is 
an example of support from his parents, and I know 
that they are exceedingly proud of him. And I feel like I 
have been part of his journey. I would just like to con-
gratulate him on this monumental win. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I recognise the Deputy Premier. 
 Deputy Premier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would certainly like to be associated with the 
condolences given to the Francis family of St. 
George’s. Also, those to the family of Mr. Reginald 
Chase; former Speaker DeCouto; and Member, for-
mer Minister, Mr. Edness. 
 And certainly, I am happy to be associated 
with the comments of the Honourable Member, Shad-
ow Attorney General, Mr. Moniz, towards Dr. Harris, 
and anyone else who has spoken toward Dr. Harris 
and his, obviously, recent retirement in recognition of 
his contributions. Having known Dr. Harris for a little 
while, certainly I have always admired his spirit and 
his maverick sort of approach to things. And he cer-
tainly, as we have seen with many Bermudians, has 
made an international mark on himself, irrespective of 
the work he has done here with creating the National 
Museum and with the Commissioner’s House. 
 But there is one part of Dr. Harris’s work that I 
quite admire, in the fact that, he amongst a small 
group of regarded academics—you can include Dr. 
Clarence Maxwell with that and a few others, Michael 
Jarvis, as well—has done great work to show, histori-
cally and scientifically, the gravity of the contribution of 
Bermuda as a jurisdiction over the many centuries. 
And many of us do not realise the significant contribu-
tion that Bermuda has made to the globe and to this 
region, and the development of this region over signif-
icant centuries. And Dr. Harris is one of the leaders in 
having been able to do that. And I hope that, over 
time, more Bermudians become aware of some of the 
significant experiences that Bermuda has actually 
contributed to, globally. 
 And Dr. Harris has been a great champion of 
that. And clearly, what we now know about Bermuda 
and its contribution to the advancing world and global-
ly as a maritime pioneer jurisdiction is because of 
people like Dr. Harris. 
 So, he does retire, but his work lives on 
through the legacy that he has left us. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
De Silva. Honourable Member, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, I too would like to be associated 
with the condolences for the family of Mr. Ed Fisher, 
who is a very good friend of my stepfather, who is now 
in that happy place that Mr. Fisher is in. 
 I also would like to be associated with the 
condolences for the family of Forty Rego, by whom I 
had the luxury and honour of being not only mas-
saged on a regular basis, but to be coached on a reg-
ular basis back in the day when Buster Wilkinson 
dominated the running team. So, certainly, we will 
miss Forty. And I think a lot of other people in Bermu-
da will, as well. And his accomplishments have been 
well documented, which I do not need to repeat. But 
certainly, an icon lost and a giant of a man gone. 
 I would also like to associate myself with the 
congratulations and all the accolades that have been 
given to Dr. Harris. I had the good fortune of spending 
much time with Dr. Harris over the years. I will say that 
he is probably one of the toughest negotiators I have 
ever come across. Because, unlike some other folks, I 
was also under the whip, the negotiating hand of Dr. 
Harris. And as a result, my company donated tens of 
thousands and hundreds of thousands to the Maritime 
Museum over the years. So, because of his super ne-
gotiating skills, the people of Bermuda will benefit for 
generations to come. 
 Whilst I am on my feet, Mr. Speaker, I would 
also like to congratulate Isabella “Izzy” Simmons, who 
is a young lady who I think, probably, if she is not al-
ready, is going to be one of Bermuda’s most success-
ful female footballers. She is none other than the 
daughter of MP Scott Simmons. And this young lady, 
not only is she talented, Mr. Speaker, but I think some 
of her accomplishments need to be recognised. Unlike 
her father and like her uncle, Wayne and Zane, she 
has shown much talent in football. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the Bermuda School Sports Federation finals in 
December, Warwick Academy won four titles. In one 
game, she scored four goals. In the finals, she scored 
yet another goal. So she is a talent that is certainly 
going to be recognised for many years to come, I 
think. And not only is she a good footballer— 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Oh! You can wrap it up, Member. You 
can wrap it up. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. She is also a super 
student, as well. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good. 
 Okay. Now I will recognise the Honourable 
Member Baron, from constituency 25. You have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good morn-
ing, colleagues. 



Official Hansard Report 9 February 2018 999 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 I would like to associate my remarks today 
with condolences I have heard for the family of Allan 
“Forty” Rego. Forty was my first boxing coach in Ber-
muda in 1997. I received a phone call at police head-
quarters, and it was from him. He said, I’d like to invite 
you to my gym, gave me directions, and I went. And 
many of you who know, who have maybe trained or 
have been there with Forty, it is essentially his drive-
way and an open room with a heavy bag. So, within 
five minutes of meeting Forty, I was in his driveway 
being punched in the face by Troy Darrell. 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Mr. Jeff Baron: And I have to say, as a young 20-
year-old boxer, that was one of the biggest highlights 
of my amateur boxing career. I went home and told 
my father that Troy Darrell punched me in the face 
many times—a complete honour. 
 Now, the world has famous boxing coaches. 
We have household names like Freddie Roach, Ange-
lo Dundee, Emanuel Steward. Well, Forty Rego is our 
household name in Bermuda. And I do not think, at 
times, we stop and appreciate those legends not just 
in sporting, but Bermuda, period, until they are in-
terred. And today, of course, we are singing Forty 
Rego’s praises—and we ought to. 
 He was the coach of our most successful 
sportsmen—Clarence Hill, who won a Bronze Medal 
in 1976 for boxing, and Troy Darrell’s professional 
career, and many other boxers. But beyond those 
tangible results that he will go down in history for, For-
ty Rego, and I saw it with my eyes, mentored young 
Bermudians who were there, perhaps not as skilful as 
others, but he mentored them. That is––you cannot 
quantify that. We have no idea how many young men 
he may have saved from other types of lifestyles; we 
have no idea. And so, beyond the medals, beyond the 
coaching records, in his imprint that he has left Ber-
muda, he has also touched many young men in a very 
positive way. And we must not forget that. So my con-
dolences again go to his family. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 1. 
 The Honourable Member, Ms. Ming, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to, first of all, ask for support dur-
ing this time for my Parish in St. George’s because we 
have had a rough six weeks. And so, at this time I 
would like to extend just thoughts and prayers to the 
family of Oliver Dickinson. And that would be for the 
Dickinson family, the Sandra Smith, the Smiths, the 
Ramotars and a lot of St. George’s families. Associate 
Lovitta Foggo with these comments, please. 

 Also, for the family of Graham “Pop” Cann, 
another St. Georgian young fellow. And if you know 
Mr. Cann, you know that you had to talk union. Even if 
you were not unionised and you did not know anything 
about the union, you would have known by the time 
you finished the conversation. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. True. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: I happened to live below him for 
many years. So even though I have not been a mem-
ber of the union, I know enough about it from Mr. 
Cann. Also associate his cousin, Derrick Burgess, 
with those comments. 
 Also, Genevieve Foggo, who is the sister of 
MP Lovitta Foggo, who if you look at someone’s fu-
neral as a testimony of what their life would be, then 
you will have known that she may have touched and 
must have touched many. So, for the Foggo family, 
which is also another large St. George’s family, we 
extend our heartfelt condolences. 
 And then, also, Mr. Speaker, it would be re-
miss of me not to give my own comments on Connie 
[Francis]. Quinell and I have been friends since St. 
George’s preschool. And so, the Francis family is a 
household that I ran in and out of as a young child. 
And then we happened to go to East End Primary to-
gether, and then we went to Berkeley Institute togeth-
er and got in the same class. So you can see that the 
roots for knowing the Francis family go deep and 
wide—deep and wide. She was also one of my Sun-
day School teachers. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter]  
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: So, when I think about the passing 
of Ms. Francis, the first word that comes to mind is 
“nurturing,” because, having been the Secretary at 
East End Primary for 32 years, she touched many 
children’s lives. So I just want the Francis family to 
know that they, too, are in our thoughts and prayers at 
this time. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, on a happier note, I would 
like to associate myself with the comments for Dage 
Minors, because many a time in this Chamber I have 
made sure to mention his accomplishments while he 
has been overseas. So, for him to actually come 
home and pull off such a feat, it was absolutely won-
derful to be able to witness it.  
 My last thing, Mr. Speaker, would be to my 
great, my own great-grandmother, Ismay Steed. She 
went 102 years old on February 12th. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Whoo-whoo!  
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Yes. And I would like to associate 
the Members of this House with those comments, with 
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my birthday comments. She is still sprucey, still look-
ing forward to her Dark ‘n’ Stormy on a regular basis! 
 
[Laughter]  
  
Mrs. Renee Ming: That did not change. She actually 
has Dark ‘n’ Stormy cupcakes.  
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you very much, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 36. The Honourable Member Scott, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is an annual calendar 
event every January, where the country admits to the 
Company of Honorary Fellows, members of the Ber-
muda College. And this January, the college admitted 
three distinguished persons, and I would like this 
House to send congratulations to Mr. Robert Horton, 
who was admitted to the distinguished Company of 
Fellows and made a glittering acceptance speech and 
encouraged us, and certainly all of his fellow Fellows 
of the college, to stay committed and connected with 
the college to help drive it in the direction that it needs 
to go in.  
 It was a very fine night, and all of us took un-
der advice the urgings of that inductee. He was joined 
by the other distinguished admittees, Ms. Martha 
Dismont and Mr. Leopold Mills. And, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to add my warm congratulations to Mr. Mills 
and to Ms. Dismont. 
 On a sadder note, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
ask this House to send condolences to the family of 
Ms. Omearo Elmira Lapsley, of Sandys. She was 94 
years of age and was born in 1920, the Roaring 
Twenties, a fine upstanding member of the Parish of 
Sandys and a member of the Allen Temple Church in 
Somerset, where I attend. And we celebrated her life 
and legacy on the occasion of her funeral service in 
January. 
 Mr. Speaker, could I also ask the House to 
send condolences to the family of Barbara Ismay 
Tucker, who was funeralised in January, as well. Ms. 
Tucker was a well-known, beloved mother of her fami-
ly and her children, of the “clock block” area and 
Dockyard in Sandys. She will be sorely missed. 
 Mr. Speaker, also, condolences, if I might ask 
the House to send condolences, to the family of Mr. 
Roderick Mansfield Bean, a great plumber of the 
Western Parish. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. Mm-hmm. 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Son of Westmore Bean. And 
so, to his dear widow, Mrs. Bean, Loretta, we ask that 
the House send condolences to his family. 
 And to the family, too, of Ms. Karen Matilda 
Cann, the daughter of Mrs. [Gwendoline] “Gwenny” 
Cann. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I would ask that the House 
send condolences to her family. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And the Minister of Health 
would like to be associated with the condolences for 
Ms. Cann. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Member. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 31. Honourable Member Smith, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: Good morning, Mr. Speaker; thank 
you. 
 I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences to the family of Gerald Fisher. He is a constitu-
ent of mine. I met him this summer, had some time to 
sit with him and saw that he was spending a lot of 
time nursing an ill wife. And I know it is a sad time for 
everybody in that family, and I would like condolences 
to be sent to them. 
 
The Speaker: Sure. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: I would also like to give condolences 
to the family of Victoria Benevides. She was laid to 
rest last week. She was a friend of mine, also a con-
stituent, who lost her battle to cancer. 
 I would like to give congratulations to Jesse 
Washington, who just accepted a Division 1 scholar-
ship to SMU [Southern Methodist University]. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Mr. Ben Smith: And also, to Madeline Moore, who 
accepted a scholarship to Northern Colorado, another 
Division 1. Both of these were swimmers whom I 
worked with since they were the age of eight; very 
proud of their accomplishments. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Good. 
 No . . . oh! 
 The Minister of Education, I see you on your 
feet. I will recognise you at this time. 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and I have a quite a few, so I will go through them 
very quickly. 
 I would like to be associated with the remarks 
for Ms. Connie Francis. Quinell Francis is a very good 
friend of mine, one I actually knew before, but met 
when we started in Works and Engineering in the mid-
1990s in the vaulted engineering training programme 
there. Eventually, we and another gentleman, Mr. 
Troy Lewis, eventually left Works and Engineering in 
the late 1990s and started our own company, which is 
still alive today. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
congratulations to Dage Minors. I was at the finish line 
to watch the historic event. So it was fun seeing it live 
and direct. I want to associate Minister Simmons, who 
was there as well, with me. 
 I would also like congratulations sent to all of 
the schools that participated in the cross-country this 
week. Those were high, middle, and primary schools. 
 I would like congratulations sent to the Ber-
muda Union of Teachers [BUT] and the start of the 
countdown to their 100th anniversary. The Bermuda 
Union of Teachers have served Bermuda with es-
teem. And that fateful meeting that took place in Feb-
ruary 1919 between the four educators at the time at a 
gravesite . . . and I would associate MP Cole with that, 
as well. Who would have known that, 100 years later, 
their idea to form a union would have sustained the 
test of time? The BUT, many probably did not know, is 
the oldest union in Bermuda, if not one of the oldest 
unions in this hemisphere. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also would like to be associat-
ed with the congratulations to the Bermuda College 
[Honorary] Fellows, and I also associate MP Cole Si-
mons with that, as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like congratulations 
sent to the Berkeley Institute, which put on a play 
called Everything We Should Be, which is based on 
poetry by Mwalimu Melodye Micëre Van Putten. And 
some of us should know her work; she is the producer 
of the Ashay University programme which teaches 
cultural relevance about our past, and especially Afri-
can Bermudians about their past, to Africa and the 
like. And it is something that we are looking to make 
sure it is part of our curriculum, moving forward with 
that.  
 As if in step with that, finally, I would like for 
congratulations to be sent to the Bermuda National 
Trust, who unveiled the Mary Prince plaque just this 
week at the home that this former slave was brought 
up in, in Bermuda, up there, just across the street 
from Dandy Town. School Lane Cottages is what it is 
called; School Lane Road is what it is on. And for 
those of us who do not know the story of Mary Prince, 
Mr. Speaker, this being an especially historic month 
that is considered Black History Month. Although 
black history is learned all year round, it was refresh-
ing to see that we are looking to produce these legacy 

programmes such as this play and displays around 
the Island that signify the historic effect that black per-
sons had on our Island. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 23. 
 The Honourable Member Gordon-Pamplin, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like, in my own right, to be associated 
with many of the comments that were made today. 
Also having been at the finish line to watch the incred-
ible accomplishment of Dage Minors, I do not think 
any of us, at the end of the night, had a voice because 
we were just screaming and cheering him as he came 
into sight for those last few yards up to the finish line. 
And it was just so exciting to see him standing on the 
podium in first place in the Elite Mile for the first time 
ever for a Bermudian participant. 
 
The Speaker: For a Bermudian—very good. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So it was really 
quite exciting. 
 I would also like to be associated, Mr. Speak-
er, with the remarks of condolences to the family of 
Vicki Benevides, who was an incredible loss to the 
reinsurance industry, a young woman, wife of Chris 
Mora, and mom to Ethan, Isabella, and Payton. She is 
going to be a tremendous loss to her family. She was 
taken from us at a very young age. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences to the family of Connie Francis. We knew 
her as Connie Esdaille, from the Berkeley days, along 
with her brother John. They were both students during 
my time. And I would certainly like to be associated 
with those condolences. 
 Forty Rego, a household name and one that 
one can always look at in the sporting world as having 
made a significant contribution.  
 I would also like to join in the condolences to 
the families of both Quinton Edness and Ernest De-
Couto, both esteemed Parliamentarians. And while I 
never had the opportunity to serve while they were 
serving in this Honourable House, I certainly have 
learned some valuable lessons in being able to look at 
their contributions and to learn from their dedication to 
the people of Bermuda. 
 I would ask this Honourable House, Mr. 
Speaker, to send condolences to the family of Disa 
Potgieter-Oubella, who passed away. She was the 
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mother of our junior tennis ball-boy. And her son, 
Gavin, is number one, I believe, at the moment, in 
tennis in Bermuda; if not, number two, an incredible 
athlete. And her daughter, Sophie. And she is wife of 
Said Oubella. These have made tremendous contribu-
tions to the tennis community, and she will be sorely 
missed in that regard. 
 I would also like to offer my comments of con-
gratulations to both Jesse Washington and Maddie 
Moore. I have a niece and two nephews who are 
swimmers, so I have gotten to know Jesse and Mad-
die through the exposure from my niece and neph-
ews. And it is an incredible feat for both of them. And 
they will do well because of their determination. And 
their dedication to themselves, their development, and 
to Bermuda are exemplary. 
 And finally, I would like to offer my congratula-
tions, as well, in associating my comments with the 
three new fellow inductees at the Bermuda College, 
Bobby Horton, whom I deem to be a very, very dear 
friend; Martha Dismont; and Leopold Mills. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. 
Jackson. 
 Ms. Jackson, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just briefly would like to send condolences to 
the family of Ralph and Dorothy Johnson. They both 
have passed, as husband and wife, within a short pe-
riod of time. And they were both constituents of mine 
and had lived a very full life together. Their son, 
Mark—they have a large family, but Mark continues to 
live within the constituency. And I certainly send my 
heartfelt feelings to the family at this sad time. 
 I would also like to send condolences to the 
family of Nicoleta Nearon. This is a young woman who 
has lost her life in an untimely death to cancer. And I 
would like to associate my colleague, Cole Simons. 
She leaves behind a newlywed Bermudian husband, 
Tyler, and a very young son, who is under one year 
old. So I ask Bermuda to embrace this young Bermu-
dian and his young Bermudian son, as they now face 
a very challenging time, taking care and coming to 
grips with this untimely death. 
 Thank you so much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other . . . I recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 11. 
 Honourable Member Famous, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker and listening public. 
 First of all, I want to say thank you to the staff 
of the Solid Waste Department. Everybody complains 

when the trash is not picked up, but no one says 
thank you when it is. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Secondly, I would like to 
send congratulations to the Berkeley Institute, who will 
be having a walk and run tomorrow, and a premiere 
showing of the film Respice Finem this Sunday at Lib-
erty Theatre. 
 Earlier, the Honourable Member from constit-
uency 9 said parishes had to stick together, I think. 
And I want to give some condolences to some Devon-
shire people, Mr. Speaker. First on the list will be Mr. 
Takbir Sharrieff, of Chaingate Hill, Devonshire. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, I recall on 
December the 2nd, looking over at the crowd, and 
there was a gentleman in a black beret. And there 
was Mr. Takbir Sharrieff standing with the crowd. I am 
sure that the Honourable Member from [constituen-
cy] 23 will recognise the tenacity of that gentleman. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I remember that. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: The other person is Ms. 
Rose Madeiros, from AP Owen Road behind the 
apothecary; Ms. Judy Mello, from Devonshire Heights; 
Ms. Ruth White, from Collector’s Hill, who was a mas-
ter seamstress; Mr. Charles L. L. Warren, from Her-
mitage Road; Mr. Calvin Jones, from Friswells [Road]; 
and my cousin, Mr. David DeVent, from Devon 
Springs.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 No other Members with to speak. Before we 
move on from there, I just want to add my comments 
to a couple of persons—namely, the remarks that 
were expressed to the Chase family. As has been 
said, he had done outstanding work in the community 
in Sandys, and I am one of those Members who bene-
fited from that, in that I would not be sitting here today 
if it was not for the work that he did in getting persons 
elected in that part of the parish. 
 And also, I would just like to publicly have my 
name associated with the remarks for Mr. Forty Rego. 
I have known Mr. Rego personally for many years, 
and his work in this community is just unmeasured. 
And he will be sadly missed throughout the Island for 
not only his sporting, but what he did just to mould 
young lives. 
 And lastly, I would just like to make a com-
ment in regard to offering birthday wishes to one of 
our staff members, whose birthday is tomorrow—Mr. 
Randy Scott, one of our Assistant Clerks.  
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[Desk thumping]  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: That brings to a close our congratulato-
ry and obituary remarks.  
 Before we move on to any other order on the 
Order Paper, any other matter, I just want to 
acknowledge the presence of the President of the 
Senate, who is here. I made reference to her this 
morning; I forgot to acknowledge that she is here with 
us, though. And I just want to acknowledge that she 
has been here all morning with us. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 

CASINO GAMING COMMISSION AND 
ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING/ANTI-TERRORIST 

FINANCING ASSESSMENT 
 
The Speaker: We actually have one personal expla-
nation this morning, and we are going to recognise the 
Minister of Tourism. 
 Minister Simmons, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise today to give a personal explanation to 
this Honourable House in response to accusations 
levelled against myself in this, the February 2nd, 2018, 
edition of the local daily. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will not tarnish the ears of ei-
ther yourself or those within the sound of my voice by 
repeating the accusations, beyond saying that it was 
implied that this Minister, and, by extension, this Gov-
ernment, were not honest or forthright in our state-
ments to this Honourable Chamber and to the people 
of Bermuda on the issue of cooperation by the Ber-
muda Casino Gaming Commission in relation to their 
responsibilities for Bermuda’s upcoming AML/ATF 
[Anti-Money Laundering/Anti-Terrorist Financing] as-
sessment. 
 Mr. Speaker, lying to Parliament is, without a 
doubt, one of the highest offences that can be com-
mitted by a Member of Parliament in the Westminster 
system, across the Commonwealth. And to even imply 
such a thing demands a full and vigorous rebuttal. 
 Mr. Speaker, these are the facts. The tracking 
document was a requirement imposed by Cabinet 
through the National Anti-Money Laundering Commit-
tee (or NAMLC) on all identified agencies involved in 
anti-money laundering (or AML) matters. It was not 
just imposed on official members of NAMLC. As an 

example, the Anti-Money Laundering Financial Action 
Task Force (or the AML/FATF) Board, which regulates 
lawyers and accountants, is required to submit and be 
subject to other NAMLC-imposed deadlines, but they 
are not and will not be a NAMLC agency, as they are 
a self-regulating organisation. 
 Therefore, it was not explicit membership of 
NAMLC that imposed the requirements, but the au-
thority given to NAMLC by Cabinet. 
 Mr. Speaker, although the legislative provision 
listing the Gaming Commission as a member of 
NAMLC was not brought into force until November 
2017, the legislation allowed the Minister of Legal Af-
fairs to make appointments to NAMLC without their 
formally being listed in the legislation. The former Min-
ister, who was responsible for NAMLC appointments 
at the time, agreed in 2016 that the Bermuda Casino 
Gaming Commission should participate as a member 
of NAMLC. 
 Mr. Speaker, casinos are required to be in 
scope by FATF, under the AML framework. In the 
Bermuda context, this was done and casinos were 
brought into scope more than 18 months ago. By vir-
tue of the Casino Gaming Amendment Act 2015, the 
Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission was indeed 
added to the list of supervisory authorities in the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Act 1997. Therefore, again, the com-
mission already had legislative obligations under the 
regime long before 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, under new leadership, the track-
ing document that was not completed under prior 
leadership has been completed. The responsibility for 
managing and regulating betting shops will soon be 
transferred to the Bermuda Casino Gaming Commis-
sion. Under the commission’s new leadership, it is 
anticipated that all gaming, including betting, eventual-
ly will be regulated and supervised by that body. 
 Mr. Speaker, I and this Government stand by 
our reasoning provided for making change at the 
Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission, and the posi-
tive results of that change are clearly being demon-
strated. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
 ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
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The Speaker: There is one Government Bill down to 
be introduced. And that is in the name of the Minister 
of Health. 
 Minister, would you like to introduce your Bill? 
 

FIRST READING 
 

HEALTH INSURANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2018 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting—namely, the 
Health Insurance Amendment Act 2018. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We now move to the one Order that is 
on. 
 But, Mr. Premier, we are so close to that peri-
od in the order where we would normally break for 
refreshments or a lunch period, would you like to use 
that opportunity to put us into lunch now and come 
back and start the Bill after lunch? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will follow your 
directive by the letter. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move . . .  
 
The Speaker: Well, well, well, Mr. Premier, I am going 
to—I was thinking, of course, because I know some 
people have wanted to go to the funeral. But now that 
I think about it, the funeral starts at two o’clock. If we 
went right through, we have got an hour and a half. 
 Would you like to go right through, Mr. Prem-
ier? No? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, there are commit-
ments that some of us have at this point in time that 
are scheduled for our lunch break. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. We will break for lunch. We will 
break for lunch. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I ask that the 
House do now rise for lunch, to return back at 
2:00 pm. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. We now stand adjourned for 
lunch, and we will be back at 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:27 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:02 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr. Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. We are 
now resuming after our lunch break, and we were at 
the first Order of Business for today, which is the con-
sideration of the Tucker's Point Resort Residential 
Development [(Hamilton and St. George's Parishes)] 
Special Development Amendment Order 2017, in the 
name of the Minister of Home Affairs, Minister Brown.  

You are going to be leading us on this one? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I am. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Brown, would you like to take 
the floor now? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

ORDER 
 

TUCKER'S POINT RESORT RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT (HAMILTON AND ST. GEORGE'S 

PARISHES) SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT 
AMENDMENT ORDER 2018 

 
Hon. Walton Brown: This is one of the, I hope, less 
contentious matters that I have to be presenting to this 
Parliament. 
 I move that consideration be given to the draft 
Order entitled, Tucker's Point Resort Residential De-
velopment (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) Spe-
cial Development Amendment Order 2017, proposed 
by the Minister responsible for Home Affairs. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, as you are proceeding along, I 
just want to bring to your attention that you should 
amend it to [20]18, changing the [20]17 to 2018. Even 
though it was tabled in 2017 we are doing it in 2018. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 That is actually in my brief, to make that 
amendment, but I am happy to be guided by yourself. 
 
The Speaker: We are on the same page then.  
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes we are. 
 
The Speaker: So you are in good stead. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes. 
 I brag on the technical officers, Mr. Speaker, 
who would not allow for such an oversight.  
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
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Hon. Walton Brown: I might; but they certainly would 
not. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I move that con-
sideration be given to the draft Order entitled, Tucker's 
Point Resort Residential Development (Hamilton and 
St. George's Parishes) Special Development Amend-
ment Order 2017, presumably 2017 can now be 
changed to 2018.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: That this Order be made by the 
Minister responsible for Planning in exercise of the 
powers conferred by section 15(2) of the Development 
and Planning Act 1974.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Order seeks to amend the 
principal Order, the Tucker’s Point Resort Residential 
Development (Hamilton and St. George’s Parishes) 
Special Development Order 2011. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Order seeks to provide more 
flexibility to persons and lots at Tucker’s Point intend-
ing to develop their property by removing conditions 
that were both rigid and prescriptive without compro-
mising the very important environmental controls nec-
essary. Conditions in some incidences, Mr. Speaker, 
that should be determined on a lot-by-lot basis, are 
being applied area wide, making proper development 
both challenging and unreasonably expensive.  
 Mr. Speaker, you will be aware . . . Mr. 
Speaker, I am having trouble articulating myself clear-
ly because I am being compromised by my very good 
friends.  
 
The Speaker: You yield for a minute. Yes, just yield 
and we will allow her to come across.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Good. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you. I am guided by my 
colleagues.  
 
The Speaker: You know how the teacher used to 
have to separate them in the classroom?  
 
[Laughter] 
  
Hon. Walton Brown: You know. I am not going to 
make any general specific remarks, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause that— 
 
The Speaker: You are not going to be baited into that 
one. 
 

Hon. Walton Brown: —would put me back into the 
area of hotbed politics.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, you will be aware 
that the Tucker’s Point Resort sits within a cave pro-
tection area and its terrain comprises a number of en-
demic plants. Therefore, the initial Special Develop-
ment Order (SDO) sought to protect these natural fea-
tures and, as a result, the conditions were very, very 
restrictive. Mr. Speaker, since the 2011 SDO we have 
gathered more information to allow us to recommend 
these amendments. We have also consulted with the 
environmental groups to obtain their comments and 
ensure that they have no objection to the changes. 
The groups consulted included Bermuda Environmen-
tal Sustainability Taskforce, Bermuda National Trust, 
and the Bermuda Audubon Society. We are thankful 
to these groups for their input. 
 I should also note, Mr. Speaker, that the De-
partment of Planning worked very closely with the De-
partment of Environment and Natural Resources to 
finalise these amendments.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Order includes the following 
amendments: In paragraph 2 it deletes the definition 
“applicant.” The definition has not been used any-
where else in the principal Order, except for in the 
interpretation clause. The “applicant” in the 2011 SDO 
was the developer. However, as the lots are sold “ap-
plicants” are owners of the individual lots. So the “ap-
plicants” are no longer the developer. 
 Secondly, it includes a new definition “terres-
trial ecological survey,” which would define relative 
species that must be surveyed and included by refer-
ence. The rationale for the specific survey arose in 
response to the final plan of subdivision for the princi-
pal Order not including any topographical data. Topo-
graphical information, based on fieldwork, will include 
specimens, vegetation, historic or geologic features. 
The terrestrial ecological survey condition, when ap-
plied, will identify the relevant features that should be 
surveyed and included. The introduction of the survey 
will eliminate the duplication of survey information that 
has resulted in confusion for the developers and the 
purchasers of the individual lots.  
 Paragraph 3: It repeals the mandatory re-
striction requiring a geotechnical assessment to be 
carried out on all lots for all excavation over four feet 
to determine if there are existing caves or voids and 
cave features. It has been determined that such an 
assessment was both onerous and not required on all 
lots. The new provision leaves the need for a ge-
otechnical assessment at the discretion of the envi-
ronment hydrogeologist.  
 This amendment also removes the provision 
that all cave features should have a subterranean 
topographical survey, which can be dangerous to car-
ry out, especially for those caves that have limited 
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access, and can also result in unwarranted cave 
damage. It revokes the minimum 30-foot setback 
buffer introduced to protect caves for all lots with 
mapped caves, cave features, and new caves. The 
setback provision has severely restricted development 
on specific lots. By removing the required setback the 
government’s hydrogeologist will have discretion in 
determining the setback buffer. It will eliminate the 
rigid stipulations requiring that all development be de-
signed with shallow water tank depths not to exceed 
three feet, and all other excavations should not ex-
ceed four feet. Also, [regarding] the requirement that 
all utility trenching work should be limited to a depth of 
three feet, the Order will now allow all excavation work 
on lots to be at the discretion of the government’s hy-
drogeologist who will base his or her decision on site 
conditions. Another point. This will clarify the condition 
regarding how developments should utilise wells or 
boreholes. The provision has been reworded to clearly 
indicate the specific uses of the wells. 
 It also revokes the condition regarding a com-
prehensive landscaping scheme that required pre-
scriptive percentages of plant types which was difficult 
to accurately calculate. The scheme now simply re-
quires that particular attention be given to ensuring 
that there are no invasive plant type used, and that 
there should be a predominance of endemic and/or 
native plant types included on each lot. 
 Mr. Speaker, the change also removes the 
onerous conditions requiring individual landowners to 
prepare area wide comprehensive management plans 
involving multiple lots when the plant’s appearance 
only applied to a single lot. This is perceived as dra-
conian and unworkable for the individual buyer. The 
amendment now requires that comprehensive man-
agement plans be prepared for only those lots within a 
conservation base zone, and/or conservation area, 
and on a lot-by-lot basis. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Order will also protect and 
safeguard unknown cave openings, vents, or fissures 
when discovered on lots during the course of con-
struction. The Order will direct developers to cease all 
construction and operation and immediately contact 
the Department of Planning if a cave feature is dis-
covered so that a building official can re-evaluate the 
building operation.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my tech-
nical officers, including Mr. Larry Williams, Ms. Victoria 
Pereira, Ms. Tamsyn Doran, Mr. Drew Pettit, Mr. Jim 
Thomson, and Mr. Brian Eaton, for their arduous work 
to bring this legislative change to this Parliament.  
 I now invite Members for their consideration of 
this Order. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 8, the Honourable Cole Simons. You 
have the floor. 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will start by making it very clear that we in 
the Opposition support this SDO in that the new own-
ers, Gencom, have invested funds in this five-star 
quality resort, and any investment in that resort will 
also improve Bermuda’s product. So, in that endeav-
our we support the new owners of the Tucker’s Point 
where possible.  
 I note that over the years Tucker’s Point has 
had three SDOs, the Tucker’s Point Club Hotel [and 
Spa (St. George’s Parish)] Special Development Or-
der, in 2001; Harbour Court, Tucker’s Point Club (St. 
George’s [Parish]) Special Development Order, in 
2001; and the Tucker’s Point Resort Residential De-
velopment (Hamilton and St. George’s [Parishes]) 
Special Development Order 2011; and now we have 
the one for 2018.  
 I have listened intently to see whether the de-
velopers were going to increase the number of rooms 
held at the hotel, because I note in the 2001 SDO 
there was a limit of 108 guest rooms and suites. So 
my question is, Are they going to expand the number 
of rooms available for rental, or for our guests, or are 
they going to remain at the level that is prescribed in 
the 2001 SDO?  If they are going to expand their num-
ber of rooms to make the company more viable and 
more profitable from a sustainability point of view, I 
would like for the Minister to provide more details on 
the scale of expansion and the number of additional 
rooms that is anticipated for the development, if any. 
 From an environmental point of view, I recog-
nise what the Minister has indicated. The earlier Spe-
cial Development Orders were more stringent, more 
defined, and more specific as to what was required 
from the hydrological point of view, from a terrestrial 
point of view, and from the water system. I think we 
are providing a lot of discretion now to the Ministry of 
Environment and its competent team. And I have 
some reservations because, as you know, I am very 
supportive of the environment and I want, even 
though the development is sustainable, to make sure 
that our ecosystem, our environment, our habitat in 
that area is preserved and not compromised. 
 As for the legislation itself, I have concerns in 
regard as to why they have removed the word “appli-
cant” from the definition. Now, I note that in the 2001 
Act they had “Bermuda Properties Ltd.” for the Tuck-
er’s Point Club Hotel and Spa . . . 2001. And then the 
Harbour Point Tucker’s Point Club St. George’s Spe-
cial Development Order had “Bermuda Properties 
Ltd.” And then in the 2011 Order, they had Castle 
Harbour Limited.” And now we want to get rid of the 
“applicant” altogether. I would like for the Minister to 
provide more flesh on the bones as to why he thinks it 
is important that we get rid of it, because my position 
is we are issuing this Special Order and we should 
hold somebody accountable. If we go forward and 
want to make sure that these standards are adhered 
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to from a legislative point of view, it just holds the de-
veloper accountable.  
 Now, he said there may be a number of own-
ers. Well then, put that under the definition of “appli-
cant” so that we know who we are dealing with and 
who the counter parties are. To leave it out, as far as I 
am concerned, is irresponsible.  
 Mr. Speaker, those are my main comments. 
As I said, in general we are supportive. And we have 
our reservations or concerns in that too much discre-
tion is given to the Ministry and we are basically mak-
ing the requirements from an environmental protection 
point of view less defined and less prescribed and 
more general with more discretion, which opens us up 
to challenges. As you know, if you itemise, this is re-
quired, this is required, this is required, we can defend 
and the legislation can defend any challenges. But if 
you have provided discretion, that is where you get 
challenged in court, and that is where the grey areas 
arise and it causes problems. So I would like to hear 
the Minister’s comments in that respect. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 I recognise the Minister of Tourism. Minister 
Simmons, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you. Good after-
noon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: I would like to commend 
my colleague for bringing this [Special] Development 
Amendment Order to Parliament. I think that when we 
look at progress in Bermuda there is some reason to 
be excited, and there are some exciting things on the 
horizon. And Gencom, the owners of Rosewood 
Tucker’s Point, are part of the reason we should be 
excited.  
 Just to attempt to answer the question of the 
Honourable Member who just took his seat, which 
relates to the further development of the project, there 
are two phases in line. I am not at liberty at this stage 
to divulge exactly what those are, but I will be glad, 
once I have consulted with the owners at the appro-
priate time for them, to reveal the details of that. But I 
can say that we meet regularly with them and we are 
very impressed with the vision that they have. 
 I think it is important to note that this property 
first came into existence under the former Progressive 
Labour Party Government. And it represented a mas-
sive step forward at the time in terms of the product. 
What I think I am most excited about with the owner-
ship is that they are interested in continuing to push 
the product forward to other levels, entering new ser-
vices and amenities, at this point unseen in Bermuda.  
 Now, the one thing that I actually hate about 
my job, that I hate, is that there are things that are 

coming and I do not want to make the mistake of say-
ing “stay tuned, this is coming” and then it takes a little 
longer. I like to make sure the cake is baked before I 
put it on the table. But I will say this: I think Bermuda 
is going to be very pleased with the contribution to the 
property, the work that will be done on the property. 
And part of our job, and one of the things I can say I 
do love about this job, Mr. Speaker, is that at present 
there is no, what I would call “concierge” service for 
tourism investment. We have a good team. I have a 
fantastic permanent secretary. We have fantastic 
technical officers and civil servants who work to get it 
through the process.  

But one of the needs that we have identified is 
a one-stop shop to smooth the wheels to allow things 
to move quickly. I am very fond of quoting a former 
leader of this party in saying that for us as a labour 
party we must ensure that businesses profit, because 
business creates labour. And part of what we are 
looking to do is make sure that the wheels are 
greased a little bit more efficiently so that from the 
time we have collaborated and discussed what we 
want to move forward on together, we can move 
quickly without allowing the bureaucratic wheels to 
impede what will be of benefit to the Island.  

But again, I thank the Honourable Minister for 
bringing this forward. We look forward to more devel-
opments at this property and other properties around 
the Island. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 9. Honourable Member, Moniz, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I want to reinforce my colleague’s comment, 
Mr. Cole Simons, with respect to reservations when 
you are acting in this sort of area and you are remov-
ing conditions which are certain and you are making 
them discretionary and you are not exactly saying in 
what way the discretion is going to be exercised. So 
here, for example, you leave it to the discretion of the 
government’s hydrogeologist. Well, of course, he is an 
employee. He is a government employee. He is going 
to come under tremendous amounts of pressure. 
There is going to be a relentless onslaught on him to 
ease back. Of course all these people investing large 
sums of money are putting enormous amounts of 
pressure on to get all the leeway they possibly can to 
give them the most development potential.  
 We have seen it before. I certainly sat on 
committees dealing with Morgan’s Point development, 
et cetera, and you face a relentless onslaught. So the 
idea of this one person facing all of this pressure, I 
just foresee that we are going to have some difficulty 
with it in the future. And there seems to be no over-
sight. So, whatever he determines, he determines, 
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and that is the end of it. And, I do not think this House 
would be aware of it if it just goes through the Plan-
ning Department. And the Minister may be able to 
speak to that, whether there is any oversight in terms 
of it coming back to this House or to the public gener-
ally in terms of when these discretions are exercised. 
We just want to express our concerns there. 
 This is obviously a very special environment, 
as Mr. Simons has mentioned. It is very important to 
Bermuda. It is very important that it be sustained go-
ing into the future. But the most important thing is to 
stress how fragile it is down there. And once you go 
wrong, you are going to possibly destroy certain en-
demic species that will not be replaceable. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 We recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 20. Honourable Member Jackson, you 
have the floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Good afternoon, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 I just want to say a few words about this de-
velopment and encourage the people of Bermuda that 
the purchase of the Tucker’s Point Development and 
the enthusiasm behind the purchasers is certainly 
borne on the backs of the successes that have taken 
place in Bermuda over the last few years.  

Gencom is certainly an astute real estate ho-
tel development company. They are fully aware of a 
good investment when they see it. And certainly being 
able to ride the heels of others that have been coming 
to our shores, like St. Regis, Four Seasons, et cetera, 
they see an opportunity. The challenge to our new 
Government is that it is going to be important to main-
tain that level of confidence.  

Certainly the Gencom group has made it pub-
lic, and put it in print, that the America’s Cup and 
events such as that, are the kinds of activities that 
they are looking to see. The kind of development, 
such as the airport, these are the growth spurts that 
this country needs in order to maintain the enthusiasm 
of developers, such as this. So I encourage the new 
Government to make sure that they are sensitive to 
and stay alert to the needs and the support that de-
velopers such as this require in order to make a firm 
and solid investment in this country. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Does any other Member wish to speak?  
We recognise Madam Opposition Leader.  
 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The reference by one of the Members on the 
other side as to when this development started re-
minded me that I was in another place when the SDO 

with respect to Tucker’s Point actually started. And 
down in the Senate there was a lot of discussion as to 
whether it should go ahead because there were some 
real concerns about what might occur with respect to 
caves and what might occur with respect to things that 
could happen.  

So, the mere fact that we are inserting claus-
es in here with respect to site clearance and prepara-
tion and cave openings, et cetera, is really significant 
because those were the types of issues that we had to 
have . . . I will not say compromise. We actually had to 
have agreement on the fact that it was very important 
from the point of view of known caves and unknown 
issues that are down there because we recognise that 
regardless of what you like to do, and how much re-
search you can do, that you do not always know what 
is there until such time as you actually start to do 
some of the type of clearing and some of the con-
struction.  

So the mere fact that there is what I call the 
prevention idea, rather than the cure idea, I think is 
very important because we know that it can be dam-
aged. But we also know that the last thing you want to 
do is in your interest of trying to get something up in 
. . . in trying to create some new construction, be-
cause you know it is good for the industry, that we do 
some damage to our ecology and we do some dam-
age that is irreparable. 
 So, as my colleague said, we obviously sup-
port the concept and are very pleased that it is putting 
in the type of protection that Bermuda needs. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 10. Honourable Member Dunkley, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good afternoon to colleagues. 
 I thank the Honourable Minister for his 
presentation on this [Special] Development Amend-
ment Order that we see today. I just stand for a few 
minutes here this afternoon because I think it is im-
portant to reflect generally how difficult it is for devel-
opment to take place. 
 Mr. Speaker, it was remarked earlier this 
morning by one of the Members on that side, who said 
it is your 29th anniversary today. You probably heard a 
lot of the development debates take place back and 
forth. I think any development takes a lot of time to put 
into place. And through that time, as you put the de-
velopment in place, there are a lot of issues that arise 
naturally during those discussions.  
 In addition to that, once an Order is put in 
place, once concessions have been given by this 
House or an SDO is put in place, potentially—a high 
degree of potential—there will be issues that arise as 
the development goes on. And we have seen 



Official Hansard Report 9 February 2018 1009 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

amendments for changes come to this House in our 
time here. And I think Members on both sides of the 
House have questioned them, and in the end support-
ed them after their questions have been [answered]. 
With Gencom it is no different. We have seen that. 
The former Government worked assiduously to make 
this change with Gencom coming in and taking the 
place out of receivership.  

I think that was a tremendous accomplish-
ment for us, to have the place taken out of receiver-
ship. Mr. Speaker, if you reflect back the place contin-
ued to operate. Rosewood Tucker’s Point continued to 
operate. The good name of Bermuda was protected 
through the operation all that time. People came down 
and got a quality experience on the property and en-
joyed all of the amenities and came back and proba-
bly will go back to where they came from and say that 
they had such a great time in Bermuda. So I would 
like to applaud everyone who is involved in this opera-
tion from the beginning through the liquidation. 

As the former Government we had many chal-
lenges that we had to work through. There were i's 
that had to be dotted, and t’s that had to be crossed; 
there will bills that had to be paid. A lot of those were 
government bills. There were outstanding issues that 
we had to deal with, and we dealt with those, and the 
place operated to high standards. Bermudian jobs 
were protected. The good name of Bermuda was pro-
tected, and the property operated. 

So, here we are now with Gencom taking 
over. And they have proven to be good partners to 
Bermuda in the short period of time that they have 
taken over the property. I believe it is closed now; it 
will be open again, hopefully in a couple of weeks, for 
the new season. They have done some renovations to 
it already. So, bringing this brand to Bermuda, bring-
ing the developers, hotel operators to Bermuda who 
have this record of accomplishing good things in the 
visitor industry partnership is important.  

And one thing I will say about this developer, 
and most developers in general, is that they have a 
vision and they are not going to deter from that vision 
that much because they know what it is. They know 
what they require to be successful, Mr. Speaker, as 
they move forward. And Gencom was no different. So, 
in our discussions with him, as we tried to get the deal 
finished, to move out of liquidation, to hear some of 
the concerns they had, we were very clear that we 
wanted to protect Bermuda as well. And we have 
come to this point, and I applaud the Government and 
the staff that worked on it for bringing this amendment 
Order because it is a big site down there. It sits in a 
part of the country where there are a lot of potential 
environmental issues that you could have from time to 
time. And I am glad that we are going to manage to 
continue to look at them and take care of them in what 
we believe is the appropriate way with the advice that 
we have received and that we have agreed to.  

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Gencom wants the 
property to be a very great property for Bermuda, and 
they want it to continue on, and offer the experiences 
that the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] are going 
to put forward. It is also very clear, Mr. Speaker, that 
the owners and the principals of Gencom are visionar-
ies in what they have done. And one thing, Mr. 
Speaker, which I think we have beaten around this 
House a lot, is the importance of having facilities that 
meet up to the standards that we expect in Bermuda. 
And I believe with this Development Order here today, 
we allow them the potential to realise their vision but 
also allows us as legislators to keep the potential of 
the vision that we see for the best Bermuda going 
forward. 

The last thing I will say, Mr. Speaker, is I no-
ticed that the principal of Gencom was very bullish on 
Bermuda. He was very bullish on the America’s Cup. 
And, Mr. Speaker, he was also very bullish on the air-
port, where he said that would be a game changer. 
And I hope that the Government will heed that advice, 
and believe that it is appropriate and important advice. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 Minister, I do not see any other Member mov-
ing, so I am going to give you the opportunity. Would 
you like to rise to your feet? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Just in conclusion, a few com-
ments. Let me start with the comments from the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. Dunkley. 
 Yes, we recognise the tremendous economic 
value this provides for Bermuda. And that is why in 
the last few months we have worked very hard to en-
sure that the developers and the Government could 
come to a common position to expedite this process. 
We will continue to do that on all major developments 
that will help to bring investment to Bermuda and to 
create jobs. 
 The Honourable Member, Cole Simons, 
spoke about the third SDO. In fact, the first SDO was 
just for the construction of the Castle Harbour Hotel. 
So it is not as if there has been this repeated effort to 
change around the SDO process. This SDO is im-
portant. This amendment is important, because the 
cookie cutter approach that was created with the 2011 
SDO did not allow for the underground realities of the 
individual lots and their development potential.  
 So that is the essence behind what this 
change is, to allow for modifications on a case-by-
case basis within the general parameters of the strong 
environmental controls contained within the SDO.  



1010 9 February 2018 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 We are clearly mindful of environmental im-
pact, and that is why we consulted very extensively. 
My honourable friend, Mr. Moniz, injected the sort of 
harsh political acumen when he intimated to the 
House that the civil servants would be under a lot of 
pressure to do the bidding of Government ministers. 
The reason why the Government technical officer, the 
hydrogeologist, will assume a level of responsibility in 
making certain determinations, Mr. Speaker, . . . is 
precisely to try to reduce the bureaucratic process, 
while that person has to work within the environmen-
tal— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, just let the Member make his 
point. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: It was not so much as the aim 
of the politicians, but of course generally it happens 
that the developers apply pressure, and the pressure 
is certainly on the Minister of Tourism. And he is al-
ways going to say, Well, give my guys what they want. 
So, that was just . . . it generates from the developer, 
not . . .  
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I am very happy for that clarifi-
cation. 
 It seems somewhat different from the original 
comment, but I am going to leave it at that. 
 But let me just assure the public, Mr. Speaker, 
that in bringing forward these amendments to the 
SDO we are fully mindful of the importance of the en-
vironment. We are fully mindful of the need to protect 
the endemic species that we have and the delicate 
nature of our entire environment, particularly beneath 
this area where there are scores of caves. 

So we have done this in consultation. We 
have undertaken this with a great deal of care and 
consideration. I look forward to the House giving ap-
proval to this very important amendment.  
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Oh yes, sorry. The reason why 
that term has been taken out is because it was use-
less. It did not apply to . . . the lawyers looked at it and 
found it had no useful applicability to the processes 
that were being described in this SDO. So I have tak-
en legal advice; I accept the legal advice, and that is 
why it is being taken out.  

So, Mr. Speaker— 
 

The Speaker: Do you want to move it to Committee 
or . . .  
 

Hon. Walton Brown: We don’t go to Committee. 
 
The Speaker: No, no, no. That’s right. This does not 
go to Committee. This is an Order. So— 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: This is one of those expedited 
matters, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, that is right. So we can sort of— 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: It still requires— 
 
The Speaker: —race this one along.  
 
Hon. Walton Brown: It still requires the Governor’s 
assent. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: But I do not think it will take 60 
days to get. 
 
The Speaker: We trust not. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Maybe I speak too soon. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Order be 
approved and that the appropriate message be sent 
from this Honourable House to the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 No objections to it? 
 The Order has been approved and that now 
brings us to the conclusion of Orders of the Day. And 
this does not require a third reading for that Order, 
does it? 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The Tucker's Point Resort Residential 
Development (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) 
Special Development Amendment Order 2018 was 
approved.] 
 
The Speaker: So, no third reading is required for that. 
That actually brings us to the close of the business for 
today. 
 Does one of the Ministers want to get up and 
make the motion? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I move that the House do now adjourn until 
Friday next. 
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The Speaker: Till Friday next. 
 Does any Member wish to speak to that? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 24. You have the floor. 
 

HEALTH CARE COSTS AND RELATIVE VALUE 
UNIT (RVU) 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I know that you are used to my speaking style, 
which usually starts with a witty one-liner or an analo-
gy of some sort, or some sort of history lesson. But 
today is not that day, Mr. Speaker, because I am on 
my feet to talk about something that is literally life or 
death. 
 Mr. Speaker, prior to the 2017 election, edu-
cation was the number one concern in constituen-
cy 24. But since then, and since the landslide victory 
in July, the schools seem to have been taken care of 
as best as they can be for right now and continue to 
see improvement. But what is now number one of the 
issues in constituency 24 is that of health care, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 It has been brought to my attention that for the 
past four years the civil service, the technical officers, 
have been at the very least suggesting, advising, that 
the then Government of the day, the OBA Govern-
ment, was to move to RVUs, relative value units, Mr. 
Speaker. But let’s just stick a pin in that part of the 
RVU, the relative value unit, and instead of listening 
to, taking the advice, moving forward with any sugges-
tions by the technical officers that would have stand-
ardised the health care in this country, the OBA Gov-
ernment decided to arbitrarily cut the budget to the 
hospital especially for the diagnostic imaging depart-
ment, Mr. Speaker. 
  Now, the thing is that back then the Govern-
ment was saying that diagnostic imaging was one of 
the biggest expenditures in the hospital, Mr. Speaker. 
That is what they were telling us. But, I have since 
done some research. I have spoken to the Bermuda 
Health Council. I have spoken to chairmen of the BHB 
[Bermuda Hospitals Board]. I have spoken to different 
general practitioners around the Island and gotten a 
very good understanding of what our health care 
costs, or what the cost for health care consists of. 
 Mr. Speaker, just for your edification, a good 
basket of standard health care goods should have an 
approximate monthly premium of $334 to $338 per 
month. And, Mr. Speaker, out of that $334 to $338 per 
month, 43.9 per cent of that cost goes towards patient 
subsidies and hospital grants. So that would mean 
that out of the $338, roughly $250 of those dollars go 
to patient subsidies and hospital grants, while $52.63 
would go toward diagnostic imaging.  
 So, how could a Government say that diag-
nostic imaging was one of the biggest expenditures, 
and one of the biggest parts of our health care sys-
tem? And just for those who are listening in, when I 

say “subsidies” (and with your indulgence, Mr. Speak-
er), a subsidy is a form of financial aid or support ex-
tended to an economic sector or institution generally 
with the aim of promoting economic or social policy.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, out of a $338 premium per 
month, $250 goes towards the hospital and patient 
subsides, while $52 goes to diagnostic imaging. But 
yet, the OBA would have had us believe that diagnos-
tic imaging was the leading cause of the rise of health 
care [costs] in this country. So this was the reason 
they used to cut the budget or the subsidies to the 
hospital’s diagnostic imaging because the thing is in 
cutting that they knew that they would cut the insur-
ance reimbursement to any other health care provid-
ers that would be providing that diagnostic imaging 
service, Mr. Speaker. Now, let us keep in mind that 
there was only one other service provider outside of 
the hospital that provides diagnostic imaging. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, this one service provider 
also served, or doubled, as the country’s or the hospi-
tal’s backup. In the event that the hospital’s imaging 
system went down, this service provider would pro-
vide that critical service to patients and customers 
who needed it. So let me give you an example of how 
. . . and I know that we did get an example earlier, but 
for those who are tuning in, let me give you an exam-
ple of how severe the cuts were, Mr. Speaker. 
 For a scan that might have cost you $950 or 
cost the hospital or service provider $950, the insur-
ance reimbursement would have been $295. So, the 
hospital’s diagnostic imaging department has done 
$950 worth of work, or provided a service worth $950 
and insurance says, We will reimburse you $295. And 
that is coming from a directive given by the Govern-
ment. Now, Mr. Speaker, the hospital has the option 
to raise fees and costs for services in other depart-
ments to offset the loss there; but, not so much for 
anybody outside of the hospital.  
 Mr. Speaker, I will give you another real-world 
example of how this affects the average Bermudian. 
When you walk into the emergency room department 
of the hospital, it costs you roughly $300 just to walk 
in and sign your name to say you are going to be ad-
mitted. And over the past three to five years roughly 
20 per cent of our Island has gone through or used 
emergency room services. So if you are looking at 
20 per cent of 60,000 people that gives you roughly 
12,000. Now if 12,000 people are paying at least 
$300, that gives you roughly $3.6 million. Now if you 
divide that $3.6 million by 40,000, which is roughly the 
amount of people who are eligible and/or paying in-
surance, that takes you to $90, Mr. Speaker.  
 So, the fact that so many people are using the 
emergency room alone is causing a $90 increase on 
everybody who pays insurance. And this has to be 
done because the Government has cut spending to 
other services so the hospital has to raise their fees 
elsewhere. 
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 So now, remember that RVU that I spoke 
about, Mr. Speaker, where this RVU, relative value 
unit, that the technical officers and civil servants were 
seemingly pleading with the OBA to implement . . . let 
me just explain to you why they were so adamant 
about it, Mr. Speaker.  
 As the Honourable Minister mentioned earlier, 
the relative value unit is an international standard for 
price setting and cost control in the health care indus-
try. And we heard a question from the Opposition 
Leader about the CPT, or the current procedural ter-
minology. Now, let me just give you a little background 
about the CPT. The CPT is a book, almost a health 
care industry or medical industry bible where every 
process, every service, every procedure is listed and 
given an individual code. Now, that code is used for 
billing purposes mainly. So when you go in . . . and it 
goes from flu shots to brain surgery, from IV to cold 
medicine, Mr. Speaker. So, therefore, what happens 
is that this CPT code is what the doctors will put down 
next to you [on your chart]. So if I was to go in and get 
a check-up done, or something like that, it says, Law-
rence Scott, and then there would be a code next to 
my name. And that is what they would put in, and that 
is what the insurance would start basing their reim-
bursement off of. But it is the RVU, Mr. Speaker, the 
relative value unit which is assigned to each code.  

So they have now assigned a value to the unit 
of service. And it is relative because it can be adjust-
ed. And aspects of that RVU can be adjusted to make 
it relative and relevant to the area in which you live, or 
the outstanding variable. So, traditionally, 55 per cent 
of the RVU goes to the physician’s worth. And that 
word “worth” is very key. Forty-five per cent of that 
relative value unit goes to your patient’s expense, or 
what they feel the patient should be paying. And then 
there is 4 per cent which goes to malpractice. 

So now, the relative value unit can be used to 
standardise the cost of services Island wide. So, re-
gardless of whether you go to the hospital, or whether 
you go to a doctor’s office, we will all know, or the in-
surance companies and the billing departments will 
know exactly what it is going to cost. And usually what 
tends to happen is that hospitals tend to get 100 per 
cent of the RVU, while general practitioners tend to 
get usually roughly 75 per cent to 80 per cent.  

Now that 100 per cent of the whole cost of the 
service, it is only . . . it would be 100 per cent of the 
physician’s worth. And that is what insurance compa-
nies pay their reimbursement off of. So, therefore, 
what happens is that what you can do now for our 
country (and this is how we bring it home to Bermuda) 
. . . the physician’s worth can be amended, or adjust-
ed, through what they call a “multiplier.” And the mul-
tiplier is what they use to put on how important it is. 
So usually the more specialised the treatment, the 
higher the multiplier. So a flu shot might get a multipli-
er of 1, brain surgery might get a multiplier of 50. So 
what we could do, and this is what the technical offic-

ers were trying to instil in the former Government, is 
say that for these chronic illnesses that we are faced 
with—diabetes, cancer, high blood pressure, all of 
that, hypertension—we could now implement the 
RVU, attach a multiplier to those chronic conditions 
and preventative treatments for those, and then what 
happens is that this would incentivise physicians to 
start focusing on providing these services. 

So, therefore, what happens is that we paid 
about $100 million in overseas care. If we now put the 
multiplier in effect . . . put the RVU in effect first, then 
we adjust the multiplier, you can now incentivise the 
local physicians and local practitioners to start special-
ising in these areas. And if they are specialising in 
these areas, what would end up happening then is 
that now we do not have to send people overseas, we 
do not have to go overseas for specialised treatment. 
We can get it right here in Bermuda from Bermudian 
doctors, from Bermudian practices, which will drive 
down the cost of . . . instead of [spending] $100 million 
in overseas care, we are going to [spend] $50 million. 
Instead of having to make the most out of every pro-
cedure we start to look at being able to reduce the 
cost across the board, Mr. Speaker. 

So, what ends up happening is that there 
have been other countries that have taken on the 
RVU and they have seen . . . and it has been rolled 
out in multiple jurisdictions around the world. And 
those jurisdictions that have seen the greatest suc-
cess have been those that treat their health care like a 
living, breathing organism, something that allows for 
flexibility, meaning that . . . and that is where RVU 
comes in. Once we start getting on top of the cancer, 
once we start driving down the numbers or the rates 
of diabetes, we can then adjust the multiplier to start 
looking at dementia, because I understand that the 
Member from constituency 6 . . . 5 or 6, tends to be 
forgetful sometimes, Mr. Speaker.  

 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So . . . but, at the same time, 
as we can start adjusting it so that we can now have 
not just a lower cost of health care, we can increase 
the quality of health care here in Bermuda. 
 But that could have been done four years ago, 
Mr. Speaker. Everything that I said is nothing new. 
However, . . . and, Mr. Speaker, I am appalled that the 
former Minister who had the opportunity to do it is try-
ing to kick the can down the road by saying that it 
could have been done 10 years ago. If it could have 
been done 10 years ago, that means she definitely 
could have done it 4 years ago. And then the question 
is why did the then Minister at the time not do any-
thing about it, but instead of doing something to drive 
down the cost of health care and increase the quality 
she instead used the power and authority of the Ber-
muda Government to attack an individual or a practice 
that they did not like.  
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Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: I’ll take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: The Minister is imputing 
improper motive to the Minister and all I can say, un-
less the Minister can turn around and substantiate that 
he should withdraw that.  
 
The Speaker: Member (I almost said, Minister), I am 
going to heed her suggestion in that we try not to 
throw innuendos around that we cannot support per-
sonally. It was a decision that was made collectively, 
and they made a collective decision. So let us not do it 
as a personal attack on the individual.  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will take your guidance. That 
means that the Government in their collective respon-
sibility, the former Government in their collective re-
sponsibility used the power and authority that they 
had to make a decision, knowing that it would impact 
one practitioner more than anybody else in this coun-
try. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, the Member 
is, once again, still imputing improper motives to the 
collective Members. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: The resulting outcome has had a 
stronger impact on maybe one business versus other 
businesses.  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: And you can certainly frame it in that 
context. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, yes. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, I find it hard to fathom how 
the Honourable former Minister, current Opposition 
Leader, agreed with me saying this could have been 
done under her administration, but it was not. And 
instead, a collective decision was made that negative-
ly impacted one . . . a decision was made that nega-
tively impacted one general practitioner which went 
against the technical advice given to her by the civil 
service. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No. I don’t yield for clarifica-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: Wait, wait, wait, wait. I am going to ask 
you both to yield.  

I am going to give you some guidelines, 
Member, in that we are starting to go down a road that 
will require you to produce evidence to support the 
position that you are going down. You were broad in 
the beginning, but you are now starting to narrow 
yourself down. When you narrow it down, you need to 
have evidence to support the narrow point that you 
are going towards. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, Mr. Speaker, the evi-
dence that I would use, and this is what I am using 
now, which is the information given to me by the BHC 
which shows that standard premium rates should be 
$338 per person, and that diagnostic imaging consti-
tutes $52 of that. Under the former OBA administra-
tion, their justification for focusing on diagnostic imag-
ing and not going with the RVUs was because it was a 
major component to the increase in our health care 
costs.  
 However, I can show you from what the BHC 
gave me that 43.9 per cent, or 44 per cent, of our 
health care costs go to patient subsidies and hospital 
grants. So, if you implement the RVU starting at the 
hospital, like I heard our current Minister do, you then 
are attacking or looking at driving down 43 per cent or 
44 per cent of the cost of our health care. So it is be-
yond me to understand how you could take any other 
position, make any other decision, be it individual or 
collective— 
 
The Speaker: You have about 30 seconds left on 
your 10 minutes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right. 
 Well, all I will say, Mr. Speaker, is that the 
promise to bring down the cost of health care . . . 
promise made, promise kept. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 We recognise the Deputy Speaker. You have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I certainly want to thank the previous speaker 
for bringing this topic up here this afternoon.  
 The people of Bermuda, via our taxes, give to 
the hospital every year in excess of $100 million. We 
spend over $700 million a year in health care. It was 
Dr. Brown who said in this House some years ago, if 
we cut 10 per cent of all health care services, we 
could save $70 million. So Dr. Brown, the former 
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Premier of this country, has been at the forefront in 
advocating the reduction in the cost of health care.  
 Mr. Speaker, he has done that in many ways. 
One way is he brought in doctors. If you had a prob-
lem, instead of sending 40 patients away he brought 
in a doctor in that particular area to see the people of 
Bermuda. So that saved us quite a bit of dollars, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The record of the former Government has not 
been very good, Mr. Speaker. They cut the cost to 
seniors at the hospital . . . not cut, but they increased 
the cost to seniors at the hospital by 10 per cent, at 
the same time they did not give seniors an increase in 
pensions for about five years, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it was the . . . in fact, let me get 
to this point first. I think what should happen . . . I was 
in the drug store the other day to pick up . . . get some 
things, it wasn’t a prescription. But a senior was telling 
me about the cost of the drugs. I asked the senior if 
the pharmacist offered them generic drugs first. They 
said, no. I do not know if that is a requirement. But I 
think we must make it a requirement that anytime an-
yone goes to pick up a prescription that they are of-
fered generic drugs first, if they have them, because 
they are certainly much cheaper, and that can help 
bring down our cost, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know the workers of this 
country have done a lot. They have saved this country 
over $100 million. In fact, they took a 4.5 per cent de-
crease, and I am talking about the government work-
ers, their wages. They have played their part. Over 
$100 million. Why can’t this country under the medical 
care save $70 million a year in health care costs?  
 They are the only ones that have . . . and they 
did this and had a raise freeze for about five years 
and, at the same time, a lot of the health insurance 
premiums to these same employees increased almost 
100 per cent, Mr. Speaker. Some great workers. 
Some great workers with some great unions made 
that possible, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say this here: This rate 
decrease was certainly targeted at Dr. Brown, the 
Bermuda Healthcare Services. I suppose you say, 
Well, why do you say that? Can you prove that? 
Members, yes, I think I can.  
 Mr. Speaker, in fact, it was on February the 
21st, 2017, that a memo went out from the Bermuda 
Health Council advising Argus, advising BF&M, Colo-
nial, GEHI, the Hospitals Board––and the Minister 
knows about it––telling them that they were going to 
cut these rates. The only person, the only organisation 
that these rates affected so much was Dr. Brown, and 
he was not notified. In fact, he was notified two weeks 
before this went into place. How can we, as parlia-
mentarians in this House . . . if some power to be 
were to say to any of us that we are going to cut your 
pay— 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Point of order? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: We will take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I believe that the Member 
is inadvertently misleading the House. And the reason 
I say that is because the normal practice for the 
Health Council would be to notify anybody that is af-
fected by their change. So I do not know whether the 
Member has a memo in which he is indicating that the 
particular entity is not included or whether there are 
other memos. But I believe that there is a misleading 
because the Health Council would not normally do 
that.  
 
The Speaker: I cannot speak for the Health Council 
on this, but there was public knowledge of a piece that 
was done in the paper when this came up in regard to 
when the notice did come out. If I remember a press 
conference they held recently that they were notified 
pretty late. But I will just say that to put it out there.  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: This was a confidential 
memo, not confidential to me, sent. And if you want 
me to table this, I can. This came from Bermuda 
Health Council. So I am not misleading the House, 
inadvertently or any other way. This is fact, Mr. 
Speaker, from . . . never, never told Dr. Brown or the 
Bermuda Health Services that these rates were going 
to be cut. So they had two weeks to make an adjust-
ment. 
 You have staff over there that you have to 
worry about, employed. This is not acceptable. No-
where in the world— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order. The Mem-
ber is now misleading the House. Any change did not 
take effect until July. So it is not a question of two 
weeks; it was July when the rates came into effect. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, Dr. 
Brown was notified two weeks in advance, via a letter.  
 The [Member] was the Minister, but obviously 
was not told what was going on. But this here speaks 
. . . Dr. Brown is not . . . Bermuda Health Services is 
not in this memo, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, the only two services that were 
really affected were the dialysis and the diagnostic 
imaging. Mr. Speaker, as we know, it is only the hos-
pital and Dr. Brown that do both of these services. So 
it was targeted at him. 
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Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of clarifi— . . . point 
of order, Mr. Speaker.  

The Speaker: We will take your point of order. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I believe the Minister 
again is . . . I mean, the Member is again misleading 
the House, because at the same time the diagnostic 
imaging fees were adjusted so were the labs. And 
there are many other providers out there that have lab 
services. So it was not a target for the individual that 
he is referring to. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, the for-
mer Minister, the shadow and the Leader of the Op-
position, is right. Yes, the out-servicing increased. 
They did not decrease. Ultrasound increased, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, when it costs more to get an 
ultrasound of the leg than to get a CT scan of the leg 
. . . that does not even sound right. And quite a few 
places, doctors, have ultrasound. They increased. CT 
scans, again, and MRI, all of that decreased. In fact, 
the MRI was cut 87 per cent. And, as the former 
speaker said, and as the current Minister has said in 
this House, they did not take the advice of the tech-
nical people, the Government—the Government, the 
OBA Government. They put their own rates in. They 
failed to take the advice of the technical people. And 
now it is up to this Government and this Minister to try 
to put this stuff right, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, you know the insurance 
companies do not have a good record as far as pay-
ment. I do not know if you recall Central Diagnostics 
some years ago. A lab owned by a black Bermudian, 
Quinton Butterfield. Insurance companies would not 
pay him. They would not pay him. He had to take 
some drastic steps before he was paid, Mr. Speaker. 
And, Mr. Speaker, he suffered. He lost. You never 
recover what you lose in that field, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the insurance companies pay 
what they want. In fact, they pay the hospital more 
than they pay doctors’ offices or the places that have 
these services. In fact, for chest X-rays, if you do two 
sides: They pay the hospital $416; they will pay other 
folks $66. Why would the insurance company happily 
pay more to the hospital and only pay the private sec-
tor $66? It does not make any sense, Mr. Speaker. 

This is what they are doing— 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker . . . 

The Speaker: Hello. Yes, I am sorry. Yes? 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Sorry. 
The Member is misleading the House. And I 

will say this because the Member is actually saying 

something which I think everybody needs to under-
stand.  

The concern was that the fees that the hospi-
tal was charging were different from what the private 
sector was charging, which was why, especially where 
you have the private sector offering a service and the 
hospital offering the same service, the Health Council 
was asked to review what is the appropriate amount 
that should be charged for that service. And then that 
amount would be charged for everybody, because at 
our meeting, which— 

The Speaker: Well, let me— 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: He is misleading the 
House. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is not a point of 
order. 

The Speaker: —let me take control here for a minute. 
I think you have some strong positions that 

you would like to express on this, as the former Minis-
ter. I would suggest that when the opportunity comes 
you take to your feet and try and clarify everything, 
rather than continually going back and forth, word for 
word, word for word, in this regard. I think you have 
stressed the point that you have some concerns as to 
the speaker’s viewpoint, the Member who is speaking, 
his viewpoint. But I think the best way to clarify it 
would be to get on your feet after him and just clarify it 
[then]. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, you 
know they were also paying Central Diagnostics $307 
for a test, the same test that the hospital was paid 
$1,000. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the insurance companies 
were interested in bringing down the price, they would 
be questioning the hospital, Why are you charging so 
much? And they should be holding those bills. But 
they refused to pay Quinton Butterfield and Central 
Diagnostics, but not the hospital. You know, it makes 
no sense.  

In fact, Mr. Speaker, the hospital, as you 
know, as we all know . . . you can cut their services 
and fees all you want at the hospital. But at the end of 
the day, if they are short, they just come here and we 
do a supplementary. And we never turn them down, 
because nobody wants the hospital to close. So it is 
easy for them to recover. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, they have taken the rates 
up on the operating room costs. In 2016/17 they did 
approximately 9,000 more operations than they did in 
2015/16. So, Mr. Speaker they can make their money 
up here, there, and everywhere else. The private sec-
tor cannot do that, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the insurance companies have 
been getting away with what I would call some things 
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they should not be getting away with. In addition to 
paying different rates, for example, your urologist . . . 
If you get a prolonged visit at the hospital and wanted 
the office of a doctor, they will pay the hospital $950. 
But they will pay your urologist $295. Why is that, Mr. 
Speaker? There is nothing right about that when this 
insurance company can discriminate against seniors 
. . . and when I say “discriminate,” discriminates as far 
as rates of pay, rates of your premium. When you go 
65, to get a decent insurance for a senior it is almost 
like paying rent. It is so high. Some . . . a lot of seniors 
today are taking FutureCare. And we are not knocking 
FutureCare, but it does not cover everything. They 
have some benefits that some insurance companies 
do not have. So it has some stuff in there that is good, 
but it cannot compare to a comprehensive plan that 
our people are used to, Mr. Speaker. 
 And they have systematically, simply be-
cause, I guess, they figure well, the older the body it 
needs more care and it is going to be an expense of 
theirs, and I guess they are saying, Well, if you want 
to stay with us, it is going to cost you more. And that 
should not be. They are taking advantage of the 
younger folks with . . . a young brand-new machine, I 
guess it is. They do not go to the doctor that much. So 
they are not really putting any burden on the insur-
ance company . . . not a burden, but their duty to pay, 
because they are paid handsomely. Insurance is very 
expensive in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, when . . . in fact it was the Ber-
muda Medical Council told the latest, newest facility 
we have in dialysis that (and I paraphrase), We have 
enough dialysis machines in Bermuda, and basically, 
you don’t need to open. But, Mr. Speaker, having the 
need to have dialysis is not a matter of people waiting 
to go, they have to go. So having another facility does 
not increase the number of people that use it. But it 
certainly . . . I mean, when the hospital was the only 
place doing dialysis, you had people leaving at two 
o’clock, three o’clock in the morning to go to an ap-
pointment. It is obvious that we need another facility to 
get some better time. Working those hours—and I am 
talking about the workers now . . . those are not good 
hours to work in. They have to be there 24/7, and you 
have people leaving at two o’clock, three o’clock in the 
morning to go on dialysis. There is a need for that, Mr. 
Speaker. And for the Medical Council to tell them that 
this is sufficient . . . that is irresponsible of them to say 
that, and they need to let the young lady run her busi-
ness as needed in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, again with the insurance com-
panies we . . . in fact, they are protected by law, from 
competition, something that we will be talking with our, 
my Government about. Mr. Speaker, when we talk 
about the CT scan machine, the hospital had the first 
machine. It was . . . I think they called it a “one-
splicer.” And then Dr. Brown brought in a machine 
with a 64 splicer, obviously much better. And then the 

hospital brought in another one. So he had the latest 
machine first. Then the hospital brought in a machine.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, they can say all they want. 
But the evidence is quite clear that their intent was to 
shut down Dr. Brown. They did not inform him in the 
February 17th memo that was sent out, I guess be-
cause they figured that by June his facility would be 
closed. That is why they did not inform him, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not know if many of you 
know that, but Dr. Brown had the first mammogram 
machine in 1996. He does not do that anymore; the 
office does not do that anymore, but they were the 
first. Others do it now, Mr. Speaker. And, Mr. Speaker, 
I think many people would know that there was anoth-
er person that was going to open up a facility in town. 
And when those rates were announced they stopped 
work on the building, because they cannot afford to 
operate at that price, Mr. Speaker.  
 You know, Mr. Speaker, the previous Gov-
ernment went over and above their duty to try to close 
him down. They had many investigations on him and 
everything else. But they do not investigate their own, 
Mr. Speaker. Sixteen point three million dollars went 
missing in the 1998 audit report. And what did the Au-
ditor say? Oh, we didn’t have enough information to 
go after it. Yet, he had enough information to assess 
that $16.3 million was not collected. But he did not 
have enough information to do an investigation. Never 
even called the police. No special audit. None what-
soever.  

And, you know, it is not even amazing what 
happened after 1998, because prior to 1998, Mr. 
Speaker, words such as “fraud,” “mismanagement,” 
“transparency,” never appeared in the Auditor’s report. 
But once the PLP took Government those words are 
commonplace now. And even some of us in the PLP 
went about and tried to appease them by talking about 
“transparency,” we have to be transparent, and all of 
that, like we were doing something wrong.  

I would refer them to the Bible. Nehemiah 
talked about them. Look at Nehemiah chapter 6, and if 
it fits you— 

 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That’s it?  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I was just getting in— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
The Speaker: We were getting ready for that little 
church sermon, Mr. Deputy, but time has run out on 
us.  
 



Official Hansard Report 9 February 2018 1017 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh man. I was just 
getting ready to preach. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 12. Honourable Member Cannonier, 
you have the floor. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh man, that’s rude 
. . . he can’t cut off the church! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: They cut the church 
off. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly not a preacher at 
all. I would not take on that responsibility, quite frank-
ly, as a full-time profession. Maybe my colleagues on 
the other side might decide to. But I take to heart the 
previous Minister from constituency . . . sorry, he is 
not Minister now, the representative from constituen-
cy 5, and what he has had to say. 
 I just want for the public, if they were listening, 
to be very clear when it comes to our pharmacies and 
the way that they mete out prescriptions. He men-
tioned the fact that that was an area whereby we 
could cut the cost of prescriptions. And I would say to 
the Minister of Health that would probably be ill-
advised. And I will give some reasons as to why I be-
lieve that.  

But I do want to clarify the fact that pharma-
cists—and I declare my interest. My wife is a pharma-
cist, and has been so for many, many years, having 
been the general manager of a pharmacy. It is the 
duty of the pharmacist to ensure that where there is a 
generic prescription available they always make the 
recommendation that it is [available] in generic to en-
sure that it will cut costs for the person bringing in the 
prescription. So anyone in the public who is not aware 
of that, if, by chance, there is a generic drug available 
for the drug that they need, it is available, and they 
should request it if they are not sure, just to ensure 
that the pharmacist apprises them— 
 
An Hon. Member: Is that in the law or is it policy?  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: It is a policy that the phar-
macies have taken on that they should always offer, 
when it is available. But not every drug, of course, is 
available in generic, but they do ensure that it is made 
available. 
 I also want to . . . when we are talking about 
the cost of health care, I must say that there are some 
huge areas that I believe that we could be going at in 
looking at reducing the cost. My fear with the pharma-

cies in looking at prescriptions is that you may make a 
dent in it. But I will say this in defence of the pharma-
cies that are out there. You would know that many of 
the private pharmacies . . . and I will say it. They are 
black-owned pharmacies who have thrived in this in-
dustry, but I would like to see more Bermudians get-
ting involved in the industry. It is a well-paid industry, 
a well-regulated industry, and I find that there are not 
enough Bermudians getting involved in it. And it is a 
career that is very, very, very rewarding. But it may 
put in jeopardy some of these pharmacies that I know 
that have thrived and came about under a PLP Gov-
ernment.  

So, for them to start looking at prescriptions, I 
think it needs to be well thought out as to an area that 
they would reduce the cost. Quite frankly, I believe 
that it is just a drop in the bucket if they go that route 
and will not create the effect that it should.  

As I say that I will make a recommendation to 
the Minister of Health. And one of the areas that I was 
mostly concerned about in the cost was extended 
care, and the cost that the government bears in the 
hospital. The brunt of that cost is phenomenal. And I 
believe that there are some opportunities there that if 
we looked at it closer we could be reducing that cost 
tremendously, by millions of dollars. So I would make 
that recommendation. 

I did not want to get up and speak for long, 
but just to speak to the fact that I do believe that there 
are some areas out there that we could be going at 
under the health care system to reduce the cost, and 
that it is not really through the prescriptions itself. I 
know that they operate under tight restraints ensuring 
that they could keep their costs in check. But when 
they do that it will have an effect on some of these 
locally owned pharmacies, which I do not believe is 
the way that we want to go.  

What I will do, and I will take it upon myself to 
speak to the Minister of Health to advise her on some 
of the thoughts that I have on some of these areas 
where we can reduce tremendously, and probably 
somewhere close to $70 million, I would believe, in 
health costs if we start looking at the extended care 
unit and the cost there. It is tremendous. And I think 
there is an opportunity there. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 No other Member wishes to speak? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: We stand adjourned until Friday next. 
 
[At 3:24 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 16 February 2017.] 
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