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Sitting Number 17 of the 2020/21 Session 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Speaker, in the Chair] 

The Speaker: Good morning, Members. The session 
is about to start. Welcome back after a break from 
these Chambers. 

Ms. Beale is going to do the prayer for us this 
morning. 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 22 and 26 March 2021] 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Good morning, Members. Our session has 

now begun. 
The Minutes from March the 22nd and March 

the 26th have both been circulated. Are there any 
amendments, adjustments or corrections required? 

There are none. 

[Minutes of 22 and 26 March 2021 confirmed] 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: There are none. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

The Speaker: There are none. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

The Speaker: There are none. 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

The Speaker: I believe there is one this morning, in 
the name of the Premier. 

Premier, would you like to present your com-
munication? Mr. Premier? 

[No audible response] 

The Speaker: Does anyone else have it? Is anyone 
doing it on his behalf? 

[Pause] 

The Speaker: We are going to move on. 

PETITIONS 

The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

The Speaker: We have a few Statements this morn-
ing, roughly about eight Statements. The first this 
morning is in the name of the Deputy Premier. 

Deputy Premier, would you like to do your 
Statement? 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning and good morning to everyone 

today. 

The Speaker: Good morning to you. 

UPDATE ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
STATISTICS AS AN INDICATOR OF THE STATE 

OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
take this opportunity to inform this Honourable House 
of the Department of Planning Statistics.  

The applications submitted to the department 
continue to serve as an indicator of the state of the 
construction industry and the impact of this important 
industry to the economy of Bermuda during these try-
ing times. In the first quarter of this calendar year, the 
statistics compiled by the department highlight growth 
in all areas, interest in new development, construction 
of new development and also increased sales in the 
real estate sector. The department’s services directly 
support this growth. 

Mr. Speaker, the planning process typically 
involves both a planning application and a building 
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permit. Minor works, also known as “permitted devel-
opment” under the Development and Planning (Gen-
eral Development) Order 1999, require only a building 
permit known as a permitted development permit, 
more commonly known as a PDP.  
 Mr. Speaker, commencing with the planning 
application process, the statistics paint a very encour-
aging picture of the development interest in Bermuda. 
Turning back to 2019, prior to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, 140 planning applications were submitted to the 
department between the timeframe of January 1 and 
April 30. In turn, a total of 110 applications were ap-
proved. During the same period in 2020 when the vi-
rus first appeared on our shores, submissions took a 
slight dip with 103 submissions being made, with 67 
being approved. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased, indeed, to 
share that the numbers this year demonstrate that 
despite the pandemic investment and interest in de-
velopment is taking off. Specifically, 213 planning ap-
plications were submitted in the first four months of 
this new calendar year. Within that same period the 
Planning team have approved 135 applications. Both 
figures are essentially doubled in comparison to what 
we observed in 2020. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to provide infor-
mation regarding these types of developments that 
are being applied for. Whilst the majority of applica-
tions are seeking a series of renovations and addi-
tions to existing dwellings of varying size, there have 
been some new commercial developments also. The 
department has received a number of applications for 
new houses for both the recently approved Riddell’s 
Bay residential lots and also those lots approved un-
der the Tucker’s Point Special Development Order. 
Notable larger projects involve those associated with 
the Azura Hotel and multi-unit developments across 
the Island.  
 Mr. Speaker, whilst planning application sub-
missions highlight initial interest in development, it is 
the building permit application process that demon-
strates intent and action to proceed with construction. 
In the first four months of this year, both residential 
and commercial building permits significantly out-
paced last year, with 114 and 63 received, respective-
ly. This is a large increase over 2020, which saw 60 
residential building permits and 46 commercial [per-
mits] received.  
 Mr. Speaker, the PDP submissions are where 
a significant increase in the numbers can be seen. As 
mentioned previously, these are small-scale projects, 
predominantly minor renovations and additions, and 
residential solar panel installations. This work is main-
ly undertaken by the many small and medium-sized 
construction businesses, most of which have been 
adversely affected by the pandemic. In the same peri-
od in 2020 there were 81 residential PDPs and 21 
commercial PDPs issued. In this calendar year the 
department has processed 170 residential PDPs and 

24 commercial. Of the residential permits, 66 are for 
solar PV installations. These are impressive figures 
and speak to optimism and confidence in our econo-
my, particularly the building trades sector. Further-
more, these types of works are generally carried out 
by local labour, resulting in reasonable employment 
levels for local contractors.  
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members may be-
lieve that [the figures for] these years are similar and 
do not exceed pre-COVID years, specifically 2019. On 
the contrary, this year’s figures still beat those of 2019 
when the current pandemic state of affairs was still 
inconceivable. In 2019 there were 106 residential 
building permits submitted in this same calendar peri-
od and 57 commercial, with 125 PDPs issued. Note 
that in 2019, PDPs were not categorised as residential 
or commercial.  
 Mr. Speaker, you might observe that permits 
do not equate to actual [construction] activity, but ac-
tivity is demonstrated by the number of building and 
electrical inspections that are taking place. In 2020, 
there were 1,251 inspections carried out in the first 
four months. In 2021 to date, the department has car-
ried out 1,814, an increase of 45 per cent. It is an en-
couraging signifier of the continued activity within the 
construction industry. Thanks to the department’s re-
cently implemented records management and data-
base, Energov, granular information is more readily 
available. 
 Mr. Speaker, to the naysayers who might 
think that this activity only speaks of ongoing projects, 
we can confidently attest that ongoing works present 
only part of the picture. Of those 1,814 inspections 
carried out this year, 266 of them were for com-
mencement of works, which are performed at the start 
of a project, as compared with only 154 out of the 
1,251 in the previous year. This is excellent news and 
signifies a vibrant construction industry moving ahead 
with confidence and optimism.  
 Mr. Speaker, further testament to that opti-
mism is in the number of planning searches, which 
are initiated when a property is being purchased. In 
2019 and in 2020 there were 240 and 261, respective-
ly, for the entire year. To date for this year there have 
been 102, which is approximately 40 per cent of the 
previous year’s average for the whole year, achieved 
at only the first quarter of the year. This demonstrates 
investor confidence in an economy that is moving in a 
positive direction.  
 Mr. Speaker, in light of those positive statis-
tics, I take this moment to acknowledge and commend 
the Department of Planning, a critical department 
within my Ministry, for all of its continuing hard work in 
response to this increase in applications, development 
and property purchases.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
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 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: If it pleases you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 

ISSUANCE OF 
NEW GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, in accordance with section 
2AA(3) of the Government Loans Act of 1978, I rise to 
inform this Honourable House of the issuance of 
three [sic] new Government guarantees. 
 Mr. Speaker, when determining whether the 
Government should consider providing a guarantee, 
various factors are taken into consideration before 
making a final decision. These factors include whether 
the guarantee is part of the Government’s plan to di-
versify the economy, whether the project being guar-
anteed is of national importance and is therefore ben-
eficial for the country, or whether an implicit guarantee 
needs to be replaced by an explicit guarantee in order 
to save on borrowing costs. 
 Mr. Speaker, with the aforementioned criteria 
in mind, the Government has guaranteed a $30 million 
loan on behalf of the Bermuda Land Development 
Corporation (BLDC) for the installation of a sewer 
main, a drinking water main, a reclaimed water main 
and a spare main in St. George’s. Mr. Speaker, in re-
lation to the $30 million BDLC guarantee, the guaran-
tee will facilitate the revitalisation of essential water 
and wastewater infrastructure within the East End, 
which is the first phase of the Integrated Water and 
Waste Master Plan.  
 Mr. Speaker, this development will be crucial 
to the Town of St. George’s [the Town], as well as the 
new St. Regis Hotel. It will connect water storage in-
frastructure at BLDC with the town and introduce new 
water production and sewage treatment facilities. The 
end result will be a solution to the failing sewage in-
frastructure within the Town, increased water produc-
tion to service the Town, as well as residents of St. 
George’s Parish and St. David’s. And it will introduce 
a new resource of non-potable water available for 
flushing, irrigation and service to the new hotel.  
 Mr. Speaker, this initiative is the end result of 
the East End water master plan study undertaken 
some years ago. It will in the future be replicated on a 
much larger scale for the entire Island during future 
phases of the Integrated Waste and Water Master 
Plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would note that pro-
jects such as this are consistent with Government’s 

intention to make a considered and deliberate ap-
proach in relation to the issuing of guarantees. This 
initiative is focused on revitalisation of central infra-
structure, which will not only provide future services to 
residents, but also provide opportunities for employ-
ment as contractors execute the works. Whenever 
possible, we will continue to take proactive steps to 
help to spur job growth and facilitate initiatives with 
positive short- and long-term impact on the Bermudian 
people and economy. 
 Mr. Speaker, I said earlier I wanted to talk 
about three guarantees; there is actually only one for 
this reporting. I will report the two others once they 
have been consigned.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. Thank 
you for that Statement. I understand the next State-
ment is yours as well. Would you like to present that 
at this time? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

STANDARD & POOR’S RATINGS REVIEW 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to inform this Honourable House on the posi-
tive results of the recent sovereign ratings review by 
Standard & Poor’s (otherwise known as S&P). Mr. 
Speaker, on Monday, March 29, 2021, S&P conduct-
ed its annual ratings review of the country of Bermu-
da. The purpose of the review was to assess the 
country’s creditworthiness and to determine the level 
of risk associated with lending to Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, when evaluating the creditwor-
thiness of a country, a credit rating agency is as-
sessing a country’s ability and willingness to service 
its financial obligations to commercial creditors on 
time and in full. Both quantitative and qualitative con-
siderations form the basis for these forward-looking 
assessments. Areas evaluated to assign an appropri-
ate credit rating include those related to the political 
environment, its economic status, the effectiveness of 
its policymaking, the sustainability of its deficits and its 
debt burden.  
 Mr. Speaker, to make its determination for 
Bermuda, S&P met with the Minister of Finance and 
his team, the Department of Statistics, as well as a 
number of other persons and entities in the public and 
private sectors. Outside of government agencies, 
those interviewed included the Governor, the Leader 
of the Opposition, and representatives from the Ber-
muda Monetary Authority, the Association of Bermuda 
Insurers and Reinsurers, the Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority and the Bermuda Business Development 
Agency. Mr. Speaker, after their evaluation of the in-
formation received through their discussions and re-
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search, S&P has affirmed Bermuda's A+ long-term 
sovereign credit and senior unsecured debt ratings, as 
well as its A-1 short-term rating and its AA+ transfer 
and convertibility assessment with the outlook as-
sessed as “Stable.”  
 Mr. Speaker, in explaining the rationale for the 
affirmation, S&P stated that the ratings reflect Bermu-
da’s strong institutional framework for governance, 
prosperous economy, favourable external profile, am-
ple fiscal flexibility, moderate net general government 
debt burden and limited monetary flexibility. The re-
port went on to state, “We view Bermuda's policymak-
ing as largely effective, predictable, and proactive, 
and its political institutions as stable. We believe the 
territory [can and] is willing to implement reforms to 
ensure the long-term sustainability of public finances.”  
 Mr. Speaker, given all of the challenges this 
Island has faced as a result of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, this Government is very pleased to have been giv-
en a stamp of approval by S&P for the way we have 
handled our affairs during these trying times. Mr. 
Speaker, in S&P’s report they acknowledged that the 
COVID-19 pandemic derailed our fiscal year 2020/21 
performance, but also acknowledged that this was the 
case for many other countries. Moreover, S&P believe 
Bermuda’s economic recovery will begin in 2021.  
 Mr. Speaker, while the report was very posi-
tive and endorsed all of the hard work the Govern-
ment has done to date, it is also important to note that 
we must continue to be vigilant and maintain our pru-
dent approach to management of the country’s fi-
nances. Factors such as an unexpected weakness in 
our insurance/reinsurance sector, a resurgence in the 
coronavirus that substantially shuts the economy, a 
failure to improve government finances which leads to 
sustained deficits, or a fall in the pension assets to 
less than 25 per cent of gross domestic product could 
cause S&P to lower our rating in the next two years. 
Mr. Speaker, to ensure Bermuda maintains its credit 
rating, Government must therefore maintain and en-
hance its fiscal discipline and continue with its com-
mitment to implement its Economic Recovery Plan 
(ERP).  
 Mr. Speaker, at this point I would like to reit-
erate my gratitude to the Health, National Security and 
COVID-19 frontline teams for the work that they have 
done in combatting this virus, along with those per-
sons in the public (the majority of our residents) who 
have been observing the restrictions which have had 
to be imposed for the safety of all. This has helped the 
Government to limit the damage done to the economy 
and ensure that our economy begins to recover in the 
near term. I would also like to thank all of the people 
who met with S&P and helped to ensure their confi-
dence in Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing I would like to highlight 
that this Government pledges to continue to imple-
ment reforms to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
public finances and economic growth over the long 

term and to build a more inclusive and stronger Ber-
muda. The successful implementation of these and 
other key measures will ensure that Bermuda pros-
pers and that credit rating agencies continue to en-
dorse the creditworthiness of Bermuda.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement on the Order Paper this 
morning is in the name of the Attorney General.  
 Honourable Member, would you like to pre-
sent your Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

GOVERNMENT REFORM UPDATE 
MEETING THE WELLNESS OBJECTIVE 

 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Good morning again.  

I am pleased this morning to provide this 
Honourable House with an update on efforts to meet 
the Government Reform Initiative, Wellness Objective. 
Mr. Speaker, as a reminder, in November of last year, 
I informed this Honourable House that the responsibil-
ity for government reform now falls under the remit of 
the Minister of Legal Affairs and Constitutional Re-
form. At that time, I provided an update on much of 
the foundational work currently in progress and specif-
ically conveyed that the Government has prioritised 
development of its people, who are our public officers, 
and platform, which is our information technology, 
while simultaneously taking the necessary steps to 
undertake a value assessment of all public services 
with a view to using the data to make sound data-
driven decisions.  
 Mr. Speaker, while I committed to return to 
this Honourable House with a further update following 
the outcome of the public service value assessment to 
share the impact that its results will likely have on the 
delivery of public services in the future, we are not at 
the stage to share this work as of yet. That said, given 
the current and ongoing coronavirus pandemic condi-
tions, however, I thought it important today to highlight 
the employee Wellness Objective as set out in the 
government reform initiative and to provide an update 
on steps taken by the Government as a leading em-
ployer in Bermuda to ensure the health and well-being 
of its officers.  
 Mr. Speaker, an objective of the people com-
ponent of government reform was to have 50 per cent 
of public officers participate in a Government Well-
ness programme. The 50 per cent participation rate 
was to be achieved by 2020. While we had made 
quite an excellent start with the implementation of the 
Global Challenge programme that saw in excess of 
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650 public officers participate, COVID-19 proved 
somewhat of a disrupter to our progress. Mr. Speaker, 
the Wellness Committee established under the spon-
sorship of the Head of the Public Service has re-
focused their activities and continues to work towards 
achieving our government reform wellness objectives. 
 Mr. Speaker, the coronavirus pandemic has 
affected our entire community in many ways. As an 
employer, the health crisis ushered in significant 
workplace challenges and changes. While the Gov-
ernment was working tirelessly to adapt to the public 
health crisis and the massive economic and social 
challenges defined by the pandemic, we were also 
required to focus on our employees and the health of 
public officers to enable continuity of services.  
 Mr. Speaker, it was imperative that the corpo-
rate wellness programme continued. Therefore, as an 
employer, the Government was forced to adapt to ap-
proaching employee wellness differently. The Gov-
ernment therefore introduced a MoveSpring Steps 
Challenge for public officers in fall 2020. The pro-
gramme ran for 100 days and concluded in January 
2021. Collectively, 485 public officers logged 
210,781,333 steps. Overall, for both challenges—that 
is, the Global Challenge and MoveSpring challenge—
a combined total of 1,135 public officers committed to 
improving their health and performance through their 
active participation in the programme. As a result they 
have increased awareness of their nutrition, focus, 
sleep, balance and physical activity.  
 Mr. Speaker, the MoveSpring Steps Chal-
lenge not only caused officers to continue to engage 
in physical activity to remain healthy, but it introduced 
government employees to health and well-being ele-
ments via a deliberate yet staggered manageable 
process. Similar to the Global Challenge launch initia-
tive, which required group activity, the MoveSpring 
challenge required public officers to self-manage their 
fitness approach by setting individual goals and join-
ing specific mini-challenges created by our Wellness 
Committee. These experiences were brought to life 
through the use of websites and smartphone apps. 
They were immersive health and well-being experi-
ences that informed and engaged employees.  

Mr. Speaker, participants were able to track 
their steps and activities such as walking, swimming, 
cycling, boxing, rowing, Pilates, yoga and more while 
simultaneously adhering to all public health regulatory 
requirements.  
 Mr. Speaker, officers participating in the pro-
gramme were able to view their health progress on 
the health dashboard, which provided a holistic snap-
shot and equipped them with important information 
that they needed to achieve their goals. Further, par-
ticipants were able to leverage the health dashboard 
to monitor their well-being in real time, identify areas 
of improvement in their overall health and discover 
new ways to succeed notwithstanding the coronavirus 
pandemic conditions.  

 Mr. Speaker, public officers have worked ex-
ceedingly hard through multiple lockdowns, remote 
working and essential service delivery. Research sug-
gests that the current coronavirus pandemic requires 
employers to modify their corporate wellness offerings 
with more attention to three key areas. These include 
more virtual wellness offerings, greater focus on men-
tal health and greater focus on population health 
management.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Government remains stead-
fast in its commitment to employee wellness and 
achieving our wellness objectives in the best interest 
of all public officers. In these circumstances the focus 
for the Employee Wellness Programme 2021 is men-
tal health and well-being under the theme of “Mental 
Health Matters.”  
 Mr. Speaker, this theme is based on research 
in which the World Health Organization (or WHO) es-
timated that globally 264 million people suffer from 
depression, one of the leading causes of disability, 
with many of those people also suffering from symp-
toms of anxiety. A recent WHO-led study estimates 
that depression and anxiety disorders cost the global 
economy US$1 trillion each year in lost productivity. 
Improving the mental health of public officers—making 
them mentally resilient to stress from the COVID-19 
pandemic—can improve thinking, decision-making, 
workflow and relationships at work. All of this trans-
lates to increased productivity.  
 Mr. Speaker, employee wellness is a leading 
strategy in reforming the workplace through increased 
productivity—hence the reason it is one of many initia-
tives that this Government is actively pursuing. In par-
ticular, over the next three months the Wellness 
Committee will implement several activities including 
webinars, mental health challenges, and mental 
health and wellness training for managers.  
 Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to recog-
nise our Wellness Committee for their resourcefulness 
and continued efforts in managing the employee well-
ness initiative throughout this challenging coronavirus 
pandemic period, and to recognise Team TCD for 
their success in logging the most steps during the re-
cently concluded MoveSpring challenge. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister, Attorney General. 
 The next Statement on the Order Paper this 
morning is from the Minister of Social Development 
and Seniors. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
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FOSTER CARE MONTH 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, this morning I 
would like to inform this Honourable House that the 
month of May is celebrated as Foster Care Month. 
Under normal circumstances, the Department of Child 
& Family Services would be gearing up to hold a spe-
cial recognition celebration event for Bermuda’s foster 
parents. However, owing to the restrictions in place to 
minimise the transmission of COVID-19 we were una-
ble to hold the Annual Appreciation Tea for Foster 
Parents in 2020 and now again in 2021. Despite this, 
we must take some time out to honour Bermuda’s fos-
ter parents. They are to be commended for the role 
that they play in providing stability to our foster chil-
dren. Foster parents open their hearts and their 
homes by taking in children who, for a variety of rea-
sons, cannot remain with their families. The foster 
parents provide nurturing, guidance and love for foster 
children. Foster parents, with the support of the De-
partment of Child & Family Services, provide a safe 
haven for the children. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has close to 70 foster 
families on Island. These persons along with their ex-
tended family members are the unsung heroes in our 
community. When a child enters a home as a foster 
child, they become intricately linked to the extended 
family of the foster parents. The Department of Child 
& Family Services, under the authority of the Children 
Act of 1998, is responsible for all child protection mat-
ters pertaining to young people ranging from newborn 
up until the age of 18. Our foster families are caring 
for these youth in need, and some of them are caring 
for more than one foster child at a time.  
 Mr. Speaker, we have 11 foster families who 
are caring for special needs foster children. These are 
classified as therapeutic foster children who have a 
combination of intense emotional, behavioural and 
cognitive challenges. Within this number, some of 
these special needs children also have physiological 
challenges that need the direct attention of medical 
specialists, with overseas medical interventions being 
necessary to address the unique conditions. Our local 
paediatricians often consult with and refer to Boston 
Children’s Hospital for this group of children. This is a 
growing area of concern for the department, as there 
is a need to recruit new foster parents who have 
knowledge and experience in the area of working with 
or caring for the special needs population. The de-
partment runs a campaign to recruit more therapeutic 
foster parents. To date, five persons have agreed to 
be interviewed, and they will be going through the re-
quired application process.  
 Mr. Speaker, the recognition and highlighting 
of Foster Care Month is not complete without express-
ing a huge thank-you to the Foster Parents Associa-
tion, Charity No. 620. The Foster Parents Association 
works diligently with the community to raise funds and 
obtain items for foster children. The Foster Parents 

Association comprises active foster parents, and they 
too should be commended for the ongoing support 
given to Bermuda’s foster children. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment & Seniors takes this time on behalf of all of the 
children in foster care to thank those individuals who 
have opened their homes and have given selflessly of 
themselves to make a difference in the lives of chil-
dren. I encourage more people within our community 
to become foster parents. In doing so, Mr. Speaker, 
such persons will provide caring, safe, nurturing 
homes for children when their families are unable to 
care for them. Anyone interested in being a foster 
parent should contact Ms. Selena Simons on 296-
7575.  
 Mr. Speaker, I encourage all Members of this 
Honourable House, along will all persons within the 
community, to salute Bermuda’s foster parents during 
the entire month of May, as well as the staff of the 
Department of Child & Family Services for managing 
this very important programme. Our children, vulnera-
ble for many reasons, need us. As a community we 
can pledge to enrich the lives of foster children and 
advocate for the needs of foster children.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing I wish to send a mes-
sage to all of our foster children. For some, life in fos-
ter care can be extremely challenging. To sometimes 
feel displaced, alone, unwanted, disconnected, con-
fused and unloved are real feelings to be recognised 
and acknowledged. Always know that you are not 
alone and you are important no matter what the cir-
cumstance. If you are given a firm place to stand, 
stand tall and concentrate on moving the heaven and 
earth. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Works. 
 Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

STIMULUS PROGRAMME THIRD UPDATE  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to provide a further update on the Short Term 
Stimulus Programme that was launched on December 
the 17th, 2020, to a maximum value of BD$13,385,000 
where small to medium-sized contractors were invited 
to participate.  
 Mr. Speaker, the programme was launched as 
there is an urgent need to provide stimulus to the local 
economy in order to retain and boost employment 
numbers in the wake of the economic downturn 
sparked by the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, the 
Ministry of Public Works compiled a list of shovel-
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ready projects that are executable almost immediate-
ly. These projects are mostly infrastructure improve-
ments and will not add further burden to government 
operational expenses. The project’s selection princi-
ples are to maximise the employment of the private 
sector while providing much-needed refreshing of ne-
glected infrastructure.  
 Mr. Speaker, to ensure allocation of the stimu-
lus funding across the participating businesses, the 
Ministry will maintain a register of approved contrac-
tors and awarded contracts to ensure that no one 
company monopolises the project list. Once a compa-
ny obtains a project, they will be rotated to the bottom 
of the list to allow other companies an opportunity for 
work. The guiding principle is to prioritise all compa-
nies that provide the most employment benefit per 
dollar spent while spreading the work among Bermu-
dian owned and operated businesses.  
 Many of these small to medium-sized busi-
nesses have never worked for government before, 
and oftentimes the challenge is cash flow. In light of 
this we have arranged with the Accountant General’s 
Department to accelerate the payment schedule to 
every two weeks, noting that those who owe govern-
ment money must engage in a payment plan in order 
to secure the work. Things are moving in the right di-
rection, starting off a bit slowly due to the lead times 
for materials and companies having to sort out their 
outstanding balances prior to award of a contract.  
 Mr. Speaker, to date, 93 out of the 98 compa-
nies have been approved and are prequalified to work 
with the government. All 98 have been evaluated. The 
five companies that did not meet the criteria have not 
responded to requests to submit missing mandatory 
documents, and that option has now ended. 
Nine contracts have been awarded to date, as follows: 

• The MDL renovation project has been award-
ed to Greymane Contracting Ltd. 

• The Flatts Bridge handrail project has been 
awarded to Strike Force General Trucking, 
Excavating and Maintenance Ltd. Site visit 
conducted this week. Awaiting lumber order 
which is delayed due to COVID-19. Aiming for 
start date of May 24. 

• Artemis building B interior work. Project has 
been awarded to Integro Interiors Ltd. Long 
lead time for some materials, but beginning to 
mobilise on the site. 

• Darrell’s Wharf still awaiting planning permis-
sions. Contract awarded to Kaissa Ltd. Long-
lead items. Start on site in four weeks, 
May 23. 

• Elbow Beach access. Contract awarded to 
Smith Hauling & Excavating. Start date 
May 17. 

• Artemis Building A, loading dock repairs. 
Awarded to Next Level Development. Pre-
award meeting to be held. Start date to be 
confirmed. 

• [Artemis Building B—Wash-down Area— 
Awarded to Heart and Soul Construction. Pre-  
award meeting to be held. Start date to be 
confirmed.] 

• New Plant Inspection Building at Botanical 
Gardens. Awarded to Daniels Construction. 
Pre-award meeting to be held. Start date to be 
confirmed. 

• Veranda repairs at Camden. Awarded to 
Limestone Holdings Ltd. Pre-award meeting 
to be held. Start date to be confirmed. 

 There are several projects out for evaluation, 
as follows: highways fencing, wastewater section 
landscaping (three projects), dock maintenance work 
across the Island, cleaning Pembroke Canal and 
roadside vegetation removal. 
 Mr. Speaker, companies who owe govern-
ment funds will be garnished or a payment plan will be 
put in place before they are awarded contracts. Work-
force Development has reached out to the Bermuda 
Housing Corporation [BHC] in order to facilitate the 
hiring of the temporary workers through the 
H.U.S.T.L.E. Truck framework. This looks like a good 
fit and will see Workforce Development transferring 
funds to BHC to run the programme on their behalf. 
BHC will then create MOUs [memorandums of under-
standing] with the various participating contractors to 
on board the workers.  
 Mr. Speaker, there is a great opportunity for 
cross-ministry collaboration between the Ministries of 
Labour and Public Works, along with the Bermuda 
Housing Corporation. The entire team at the Ministry 
have been working extremely hard to get this initiative 
up and running, ably led by consultant Project Man-
ager, Mr. Robert Richardson, who has been assigned 
to coordinate the work of all of those involved. I would 
like to publicly thank them all for their efforts.  

We are very pleased with the response to the 
stimulus programme thus far from both contractors 
and likely employees, all of whom want to get to work 
and help the economy improve. This project is bearing 
fruit, and one can expect to shortly see a flurry of 
stimulus activity occurring around the country.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Education. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? Minister? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes. I was just waiting for 
my video to come up. I am in your hands, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: We can hear you and see you. Go right 
ahead. 
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SAFE RETURN TO IN-PERSON LEARNING 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: All right. All right. 
 Mr. Speaker, this morning I rise before you 
and my honourable colleagues to share the plans that 
have been put in place to reopen our schools safely 
for in-person learning on Monday, May 10th.  

Mr. Speaker, I begin by first thanking our 
school principals and preschool administrators, our 
teachers and other school staff, Department of Educa-
tion officers, and parents and guardians for working 
together during the past four weeks to provide online 
teaching, and provide guidance and support services 
to our students. I acknowledge that there are addi-
tional demands placed on staff and parents during 
remote learning, and in recognition of this I highlight 
and celebrate their resilience and perseverance with 
navigating all of the different virtual platforms that 
were used for remote learning with our students.  
 Mr. Speaker, before I continue I pause here to 
give a big shout-out to our principals, teachers and 
staff as Teacher Appreciation Week 2021 comes to a 
close. Our principals and teaching staff do a great job 
throughout the school year, and I could not let this 
week end without publicly acknowledging all of them. I 
am sure our parents join with me in extending our ap-
preciation and gratitude to them.  
 Mr. Speaker, as our students and staff pre-
pare to return to in-person learning on Monday, the 
Department of Health has emphasised the need for all 
students and all staff to adhere strictly to the safety 
and health protocols for schools. These protocols pro-
vide schools with a daily routine structure for applying 
the Government’s comprehensive prevention and con-
trol measures aimed at protecting staff and students, 
and mitigating and reducing the risk of transmitting 
COVID-19.  
 Mr. Speaker, the approach used in our 
schools’ safety and health protocols is supported by 
current research from the Center for Infectious Dis-
ease Research and Policy. In an April 30, 2021, article 
published by this centre, recent research findings re-
vealed that when strict protocols were implemented 
for preventing, diagnosing, and managing school-
associated cases, in-person learning in public schools 
was not associated with increased prevalence and 
incidence overall compared with the general commu-
nity, and secondary transmission was infrequent. In 
this regard, Mr. Speaker, as schools prepare to reo-
pen on Monday, it is critically important for staff and 
students to adhere to all safety and health protocols 
100 per cent of the time. This must be the standard, 
because following the protocols is a contributing factor 
to ensuring the sustained safety of staff and students. 
 Additionally, Mr. Speaker, the Department of 
Health has emphasised the significance of staff and 
students wearing masks and wearing them correctly—
that is, covering the nose and mouth, and fitting the 
mask snugly across the nose, cheeks and chin, to 

protect others. Our principals will ensure that this pro-
tocol is followed continuously as we reopen our school 
buildings. All staff, no matter what school level, must 
wear their masks all day. Students at the middle and 
senior schools must also wear their masks all day, 
while students at the preschool and primary levels will 
wear their masks only during the times outlined in the 
safety and health protocols. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Department of Education 
has provided school staff with reusable cloth masks, 
and there are measures in place for the provision of 
disposable masks for staff if needed. Parents and 
guardians are responsible for providing masks for 
their children, and we need parents to ensure that 
children have an extra mask or two in their school 
bags in the event that their mask gets soiled or dam-
aged. As stated, mask-wearing plays a key role in pro-
tecting others from COVID-19 viruses.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is pleasing to know that there 
are businesses that recognise the importance of work-
ing together to keep our schools safe. This week the 
General Manager of Bermuda Cleaning Ltd, Mr. Ryan 
Faries, made a donation of over 1,000 cloth masks for 
distribution in our public schools. The masks are an 
assortment of having the classic Bermuda crest, the 
Bermuda Islands, and the Somerset and St. George’s 
Cup Match themed designs. These masks will be dis-
tributed to students with an identified need.  

Mr. Speaker, when Mr. Faries reached out to 
me he stated, that with the upcoming potential reo-
pening of the schools, they thought this could be a 
great time to provide a donation of masks to the De-
partment of Education to help with the safe return to 
school for kids and teachers. 
 Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. Faries and the staff 
at Bermuda Cleaning Ltd for their generous donation 
and for their efforts in support of safe schools. I also 
invite other businesses to reach out to school princi-
pals or the Department of Education if they would like 
to donate masks for our students. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me share another safety 
measure that will be implemented in schools. Just this 
week, Monday, I met with the Education Emergency 
Measures Committee [EEMC] to discuss the introduc-
tion of a saliva test screening strategy for public and 
private schools. The EEMC is in support of this 
screening strategy, which will help health officials 
identify persons in our schools who may be COVID-19 
positive and asymptomatic. This strategy will also en-
able health officials to identify exposure risk and put in 
place proper protocols needed to isolate individuals 
who have tested positive. This strategy adds another 
layer to our efforts to keep our schools as safe as 
possible. 
 Mr. Speaker, the saliva screening strategy 
involves self-administered salvia testing as a screener 
for staff and students at public and private school 
sites, in accordance with a schedule that is deter-
mined by the Government’s Molecular Diagnostic La-

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/5141a048783a46b70067e2f7ae192f96.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/5141a048783a46b70067e2f7ae192f96.pdf


Official Hansard Report 7 May 2021 1361 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

boratory [MDL]. That schedule will see 25 per cent of 
each school’s student population who have given 
consent saliva tested every week. The results of the 
saliva tests are available within 48 hours and are sent 
to each individual’s GP or physician.  
 Mr. Speaker, also in support of our efforts to 
keep our schools safe, parents and students were 
encouraged to participate in self-administered saliva 
testing this week at Penno’s Wharf and the Star of 
India before school reopens on Monday. Several par-
ents are taking advantage of the testing that will help 
keep our schools safe. Additionally, the Molecular Di-
agnostic Laboratory has arranged for self-
administered saliva testing for staff, students and par-
ents on Saturday, May 8th, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
at St. Paul’s Centennial Hall in Hamilton. I ask all par-
ents, students and staff to get tested so that we to-
gether can make our schools safe.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing let me share that the 
Commissioner of Education is planning to hold Zoom 
town hall meetings with our school staff and parents 
next week Monday through Thursday during the eve-
nings to share details about the saliva testing strategy 
and to answer any questions that they may have. 
Representatives from MDL will also be at the meet-
ings to answer questions. More detailed information 
will be sent directly to parents via The Scoop newslet-
ter which they receive directly from the Department of 
Education.  
 Mr. Speaker, we are committed to the safety 
and well-being of all students and staff in our schools, 
and I thank officers at the Department of Health and 
the team at the Molecular Diagnostic Laboratory for 
working with the Department of Education to help 
keep our schools safe. We look forward to a safe reo-
pening of schools on Monday, May 10th. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Transport. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE GUARANTEE 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, much has 
been said in the media recently about the payments 
being made to Skyport under the minimum revenue 
guarantee obligations as set out in the project agree-
ment. Mr. Speaker, this Government takes all of its 
contractual obligations very seriously, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to set the record straight and 
to provide all of the facts relating to these contractual 
payments.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to clearly state from 
the outset that the Bermuda Airport Authority has met 
all of its contractual obligations to pay all amounts due 
and payable as part of the government’s minimum 
revenue guarantee, which I will refer to from now on 
as the MRG. The Airport Authority has been required 
to make three MRG payments to date since July 
2020, which I will cover shortly.  
 Mr. Speaker, to be clear there have been no 
overpayments by the Bermuda Airport Authority, be-
cause the Airport Authority’s officers undertake exten-
sive due diligence prior to advising me when an MRG 
payment is due. Mr. Speaker, I believe this bears re-
peating: There have been no overpayments by the 
Bermuda Airport Authority.  

Mr. Speaker, the project agreement contains 
a predetermined payment schedule of the MRG 
amounts for each calendar quarter of the 30-year con-
tract. The process is such that at the end of each 
quarter Skyport issues a report to the Airport Authority 
for the actual regulated revenues it has received for 
that particular quarter. If the actual regulated revenues 
received by Skyport are below the MRG threshold, 
then the Airport Authority must transfer funds in an 
amount equal to the difference into the guaranteed 
revenue reserve account, which is an escrow account 
in Skyport’s name.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Airport Authority made two 
such MRG transfers in 2020, as follows: (1) in July 
2020 in the sum of $5,770,995.54; and (2) then in Oc-
tober 2020 in the sum of $15,232,889.70. Mr. Speak-
er, the intent of these payments is to support 
Skyport’s debt servicing.  
 Mr. Speaker, in December 2020, as per the 
project agreement, the escrow account was audited 
by an external, independent firm. The audit concluded 
that the account had in excess of approximately $4.2 
million. This amount was subsequently transferred by 
Skyport back to the Airport Authority.  
 Mr. Speaker, at the end of March Skyport re-
ported that the actual regulated revenues it had re-
ceived for the quarter were $3,929,849.89 below the 
MRG threshold. As such, the Airport Authority was 
obligated to transfer that amount to the escrow ac-
count in April of 2021. This $3.9 million payment was 
paid out of the $4.2 million that Skyport was obligated 
to return to the Airport Authority back in December.  
 Mr. Speaker, this is a complex matter, and the 
Bermuda Airport Authority is doing an excellent job in 
managing it, along with all of its other contractual obli-
gations and oversight responsibilities. I would like to 
reiterate, Mr. Speaker, that the Bermuda Airport Au-
thority has met all of its contractual obligations relating 
to the MRG payments, and this Government has [pro-
vided] and continues to provide the necessary funds 
to enable the Airport Authority to meet its contractual 
obligations.  

There have been no overpayments by the 
Bermuda Airport Authority.  

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/0fb645040fe567dc3a5a9870b10e42e7.pdf
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 And that brings us to the close of the Ministe-
rial Statements this morning. Ministers, there are 
some questions when we get to that point in the Order 
Paper. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: We have a report coming from the 
Deputy Speaker in regard to the Private Bills Commit-
tee. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE REPORT ON:  
WALSINGHAM TRUST AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

AND WILLOWBANK FOUNDATION  
(AMENDMENT) ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 To His Honour, the Speaker, and Members of 
the Honourable House of Assembly: The Parliamen-
tary Joint Select Committee on Private Bills has the 
honour to submit the following report: 
 The Committee has carefully considered the 
petitions together with the related Bills for the Acts 
listed hereunder and is satisfied that the Bills are Pri-
vate Bills and that all of the rules of both Houses hav-
ing to do with Private Bills have been complied with: 

1) Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021; and 
2) Willowbank Foundation (Amendment) Act 

2021. 
 The Committee recommends that the Bills 
entitled the Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021 
and the Willowbank Foundation (Amendment) Act 
2021 be accepted subject to agreed amendments. 
 Subject to the recommendations contained in 
[the preceding] paragraph 2, the committee recom-
mends that the prayers of the petitioners be granted, 
and that leave be given to bring in the proposed Bills 
to give effect thereto. 
 All of which are respectfully submitted. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
[Recommitted] 
 
The Speaker: Members, I am going to seek your in-
dulgence at this moment to allow us to return to an 
item that was on the Order Paper earlier which was 
not done at the time. We will return to the Papers and 
Other Communications to the House. 

 Mr. Premier, are you available now to present 
your paper? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. I 
am, and I thank you for allowing me to do this, and 
apologies for it not being indicated earlier. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF 
THE OFFICE OF THE INFORMATION 
COMMISSIONER FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2020 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the information of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the Audited Financial 
Statements of the Office of the Information Commis-
sioner for the fiscal year ending 31 March 2020. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: Members, that now brings us to Ques-
tion Period. As you know, there are 60 minutes allot-
ted for this. There are no written questions this morn-
ing, so the only questions today are in reference to the 
Statements that were given by Ministers this morning.  

At this stage, we have four Ministers who 
have questions [to answer] today. And the first is for 
the Deputy Premier in reference to his Statement on 
the Planning Department. That question is from MP 
Jackson. 
 MP, would you like to put your question? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PLANNING STATISTICS AS AN INDICATOR OF 
THE STATE OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: And good morning, Deputy 
Premier. 
 My question concerns the fact that . . . I would 
like to know what, given the fact that we have such a 
high volume of applications this year . . . I am just cu-
rious what consideration has been given for those 
who have been sheltering in place to be able to read 
or see the application notices and be able to submit 
any objections. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
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 Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you for that question. 
 The new system, Energov, which I referenced 
in my Statement, provides any member of the public 
the opportunity to see any submissions related to a 
properly filed application. So anybody can go online 
and properly gain access to the system and view any 
submissions related to an application. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am sorry. 

Just as in the same way as they would have 
traditionally been able to visit the department and to 
view a file. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No supplementary. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: New question? No? Okay. Thank you, 
MP. 
 The next Statement this morning that has 
questions is that for the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister of Finance, you have a question this 
morning in reference to your Statement regarding the 
government guarantees. And that question is from the 
Opposition Leader. 
 Honourable Member, would you like to put 
your question? 
 
QUESTION 1: ISSUANCE OF NEW GOVERNMENT 

GUARANTEES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 To the Minister: I accept the guarantees that 
he has provided to the BLDC [Bermuda Land Devel-
opment Corporation]. But I would like to have a sum-
mary of the bigger picture of the guarantees outstand-
ing at this point in time.  

Can the Minister provide the names of all 
agencies that have outstanding guarantees at this 
time? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, yes, I can 
provide the names of all of the agencies or quangos 
that have a guarantee outstanding at this point in time. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can he name them? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 

Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda 
Housing Corporation, the West End Development 
Corporation, Bermuda Economic Development Corpo-
ration, Bermuda Hospitals Board, Morgan’s Point, 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission, Hotel Bermuda Holdings Ltd. and the 
Bermuda Land Development Corporation. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: What about Bermudiana 
Beach Club? 
 
The Speaker: Is this a supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Bermudiana Beach Club? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I answered 
the question that the Member put to me. If I did not 
mention a name, then it means the guarantee has not 
yet been executed. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. Fine. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any further questions? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order if I may, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just a [general] point of order that questions 
for publicly available information I think are not sup-
posed to be allowed. And just for the information of 
the Honourable Member, the Opposition Leader, the 
answer the Minister of Finance just gave is clearly 
outlined in the Budget Book, as it is every year, of 
outstanding government guarantees.  

So, the information is publicly available. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. With the— 
 
The Speaker: Is this a supplementary or a new ques-
tion? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: A new question. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
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QUESTION 2: ISSUANCE OF NEW GOVERNMENT 
GUARANTEES 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: With the new guarantee 
that he has brought here today, can the Minister of 
Finance provide the total value of the entire guarantee 
portfolio? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, that number I 
can provide, but I need to provide some context. And 
so, the number, the aggregation of all of the guaran-
tees that I have listed for the names of the entities that 
I have just mentioned is $612.1 million. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: That number reflects the 
present value of the guarantees. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. That is right. 
 
The Speaker: A supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: If we have assumed the risk 
for Morgan’s Point, why is the $165 million of guaran-
tees still outstanding? Or is this . . . you have not 
brought it to a conclusion, as yet? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I believe in 
prior Statements in this House I made colleagues 
aware that the Government took the step of purchas-
ing the bonds that were subject to guarantee in order 
to ensure that it had as many rights available to it as 
possible to recoup the money.  

As of yet, the Government still is the holder of 
the debt instruments. And the guarantee remains out-
standing, even though the guarantee is extensively for 
the Government itself. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary or a new question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, that is it. He answered 
my question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 

The Speaker: The next Statement this morning that 
has questions is to the Attorney General in reference 
to her Statement regarding the update on government 
reform. And it is from MP Pearman. 
 MP, would you like to put your question at this 
point? 
 
QUESTION 1: GOVERNMENT REFORM UPDATE—

MEETING THE WELLNESS OBJECTIVE 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And I 
thank the Honourable and Learned Attorney General 
for her Statement to the House this morning on the 
Wellness Objective. 
 Honourable Attorney General, at page 6 of 
your Statement you referenced the World Health Or-
ganization and the estimate of [the number globally of] 
people who suffer from depression at 264 million by 
the WHO’s estimate. That is approximately 3.3 per 
cent of the global population, which would translate in 
Bermuda terms to about 2,000 people, give or take, 
who would suffer here on our Island from depression. 
 My question is this: In view of the additional 
mental health concerns that we are experiencing ow-
ing to the COVID-19 pandemic, could you kindly share 
with the Honourable House what steps these govern-
ment employees you spoke about can take if they are 
concerned about mental health issues? Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Madam Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, and thank you, Member. 
 Mr. Speaker, you will be aware and Members 
will be aware that there are initiatives within the Minis-
try of Health, also within the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment which attend to this particular subject matter. 
And I would certainly be happy to liaise with my fellow 
Ministers to provide that information in detail if the 
Member so desires. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you for the answer, Hon-
ourable Attorney General. 
 Do you happen to know whether or not there 
has been an uptake or an increase in use of these 
resources over the past period of the pandemic? 
 
The Speaker: Attorney General? 
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Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes. I certainly do not 
have the figures on that. But I do recall a statement 
that I made some time ago at the beginning of the 
pandemic where over . . . there was an uptake on re-
porting of particular instances of trauma, et cetera. 
And the corresponding services would have been 
made available to persons. But once again, those 
stats are not the subject of my particular Statement, 
which is more general and aimed at public officers. 
But we can certainly [INAUDIBLE] reach out to the 
necessary agencies. Or I can return that information 
to him, as previously stated. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Attorney General. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. No further questions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 And the last Statement that has questions this 
morning is the Statement by the Minister of Education. 
 Minister, you have questions from MP Jack-
son. 
 MP, would you like to put your question at this 
point? 
 

QUESTION 1: SAFE RETURN TO IN-PERSON 
LEARNING 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning, Minister of Education. 
 On page 2 you had mentioned how critically 
important it is for staff and students to adhere to all 
safety and any safety protocols. I am just curious what 
consideration is being given to ensure that teachers 
are vaccinated. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you for that question. As has been ar-
ticulated in many forms and by the Government, vac-
cinations are not anything that anyone . . . it is a per-
sonal choice. It is recommended that they get vac-
cinated. We encourage them to seek the advice of 
their general physician and then make the decision to 
get vaccinated or not, based on that. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or a further question? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Supplementary. 
 Is any consideration being given to mandate 
vaccines for teachers and staff within the public edu-
cation system? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, I repeat. It is not the 
remit of the Government to force people to get vac-

cinations. They have been given ample opportunity. 
They were put as part of the phase 1 vaccination pro-
cess. We gave a special window during the Easter 
break. And all we can do is encourage them to be 
vaccinated. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any further supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question. Go right ahead. 
 

QUESTION 2: SAFE RETURN TO IN-PERSON 
LEARNING 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Has the Ministry of Education 
come up then with a contingency or a business conti-
nuity plan in case an unvaccinated teacher creates an 
outbreak within the schools? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that ques-
tion. 
 Whether they are vaccinated or not, a positive 
COVID-19 case will be handled with the appropriate 
guidelines that have been in place since we reopened 
schools in September. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Minister, Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further questions. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members.  
 Members, that brings us to the close of Ques-
tion Period this morning. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I did have 
questions (MP Richardson) for Minister Burch. I’m 
thinking that the chat [message] did not work. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Let me browse back up to check. 
Actually, it is showing up now. It was not showing ear-
lier. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: My apologies, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It is showing. 
 Minister Burch. Is he still in? He may have . . . 
are you still there? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I am here, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, good.  
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Minister, there is a question for you from the 
Opposition Whip. 
 Opposition Whip. 
 

QUESTION 1: STIMULUS PROGRAMME THIRD 
UPDATE 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House whether . . . in his Statement 
he said that a register of approved contractors and 
awarded contracts will be maintained. Will that regis-
ter be made public? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: No. 
 
The Speaker: Did you hear the answer? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Supplementary. Why would 
the register not be made public, given that other gov-
ernment contracts are published in the official Ga-
zette? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: The contracts that are 
awarded will be published as I listed this morning. And 
we will continue to do so as they are awarded. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, new question? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: STIMULUS PROGRAMME THIRD 
UPDATE 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Would the Honourable Minis-
ter inform the Honourable House that . . . in his 
Statement this morning, in the first paragraph he re-
ferred to the Short Term Stimulus Programme that 
would have a maximum value of $13.3 million. Would 
he inform us how much of that fund has been commit-
ted to approved contractors and current projects at 
this time? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I do not have that in-
formation at hand. But I can easily get it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Supplemental. Would the 
Minister commit to providing that information in the 
next update? 
 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I will commit to provid-
ing it by email to the House probably this afternoon, 
but certainly by Monday. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Have you got that, MP? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. So I sup-
pose my question would be to you. Would I then email 
the Clerk to get that information circulated? 
 
The Speaker: No. We can put it up on the Share-
Point. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It will be on SharePoint. Okay? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: And last question, a new 
question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Your third question. Go right ahead. 
 

QUESTION 3: STIMULUS PROGRAMME THIRD 
UPDATE 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Third question. 
 Would the Honourable Minister inform the 
House when the next update on the Short Term Stim-
ulus Programme will be made? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Certainly before the 
House rises. I do not think we will have much move-
ment in the next two weeks. But as soon as there is 
something significant to report, I shall do so. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: No. No supplementaries 
from me, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Members, that closes out 
Question Period for us. And we will now move on. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: Would any Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: No Members? 
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Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Speaker, I hear you. You have 
your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I 
would like for the House to send condolences to the 
following families: Mr. Samuel Matthew, Ms. Dorothy 
Stephenson, Mr. Clint Simpson and Ms. Millicent Tim-
othy, all who resided in Hamilton Parish and have 
passed since we last met. These folks will certainly be 
sorely missed by their families and the communities 
that they lived in. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Speaker: MP, we see you but we do not hear 
you. We have lost your audio. MP? MP? MP Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Now we hear you. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Can you hear me? 
 
The Speaker: We can hear you now. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. Sorry, Mr. Speaker. Sor-
ry. 
 I would like condolences to be sent out to the 
family of Mr. Walter Seymour. He was a centenarian. I 
think he made it to the age of 102. He would have 
celebrated his 103rd birthday this year if he were still 
with us. Mr. Seymour was a trailblazer. He was one of 
the first Blacks to establish a real estate agency. I can 
say that he definitely assisted me when I opened my 
real estate agency. He was the one who spoke up for 
me because that is part of the policy within the real 
estate world. To open up an agency, you must have 
someone who vouches for you who has practiced for 
years in that arena. Also, he was a support in many, 
many ways to other Black businessmen in his time. 
He will be sorely, sorely missed, I think, by all of Ber-
muda. 
 I would also like to extend condolences to the 
O’Connor family in St. David’s on their loss of Mrs. 
[Betty] O’Connor. 
 And also [extend condolences] to the father 
[and] to the mother of St. David’s resident, Carol-Ann. 
(I just cannot think of her last name right now.) I know 

her family is listening. She died way too soon, Mr. 
Speaker. St. David’s has suffered quite a few losses 
since we last sat. I just ask that condolences be sent 
out and that the families should know that we have 
them in our prayers. 
 I did think of one more person, Mr. Mark 
Lowe, the youngest brother to Larry Lowe. He too did 
pass just recently, and condolences to his family.  
 On that note, Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy, we hear you. We don’t see 
you—yes, there we go. Deputy Premier, you have 
your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would definitely like to be associated with the 
comments of the Honourable Member for constituen-
cy 3, Lovitta Foggo, on the passing of Mr. Walter 
Seymour, whom I have known all of my life. [He] was 
a great friend of my parents. And he was certainly a 
pioneer and a colourful character in so many ways, a 
pillar of the Southampton community. And I went to 
school with his son, Lamar. And many of us know that 
his son Lamar was an outstanding Bermudian foot-
baller. But I just want to associate myself with the 
comments in tribute of Mr. Walter Seymour, whom I 
have known literally all of my life. 
 I also would like to ask that the House note 
the passing of one of my constituents who was very 
active in the youth movement and also a staunch 
supporter of unionism, Mr. Mark Anthony Robinson, 
who passed away while we were out of—while the 
House was out. He was a resident more recently of 
the Packwood Home in Somerset. But he was an out-
standing pillar of the North Shore community. He lived 
for many years near what was once the North Village 
Club. And certainly his daughter, Dorothy Seaman, 
and also his widow, Barbara Robinson—I would like to 
ensure that they are given the opportunity to know 
that we noted his passing. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. I will just assist you 
and include his sons in that, his sons Daniel and 
Richard, as well. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
for assisting me. Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Richard was my classmate. Thank you, 
Deputy. 
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 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, Mr. Speaker. It is 
Wayne Furbert. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, as we are all 
aware, we have recently lost too many lives in Ber-
muda recently. I am sure Parliament would like condo-
lences sent out to all of the families who have lost 
loved ones since the last Parliament. 
 Mr. Speaker, my heart and deepest condo-
lences go out to the family of one of my constituents, 
Ms. Marjorie Pat Whitter, of Hamilton Parish. Mr. 
Speaker, she was a kind and gentle person. She was 
a member of Bethel AME Church. And she was Presi-
dent of the Usher Board for a while. She has made so 
many of us—and greeted us with a great smile as we 
entered Bethel Church from time to time. Mr. Speaker, 
I can imagine her standing at the gates of heaven 
right now shaking hands and giving them a great 
smile as they enter in. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, to the family of Ms. Whitter, 
may I say that although it is difficult today to see be-
yond the sorrow, may looking back in memory help 
comfort you today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I hear three voices. One sounded fe-
male. I am going to put the female ahead of you gen-
tlemen; how is that? Is that all right? 
 
An Hon. Member: That is good, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to add my remarks 
to those of MP Foggo with regard to Carol-Ann. Carol-
Ann’s full name is Carol-Ann Lavette Bailey Vernon. 
She is known to me and all of our friends who grew up 
with her as Carol-Ann. Carol-Ann was a happy soul, a 
young soul, a hard-working soul, a mother of two 
young men, a wife, and a wonderful daughter and sis-
ter. She was also a valued employee at the Happy 
Valley Day Care where she was the cook. On behalf 
of my family, on behalf of all of our childhood friends, I 
send our prayers and blessings to her family during 
this very, very difficult time. To her brother, Ervin and 
her Aunt Carlena, her father Roland, we all send our 
deepest prayers and condolences. 

 Also, Mr. Speaker, to the family and friends of 
Ernest Thomas Charles Cann, who was a well-known 
taxi driver up in the West End, one of my constituents, 
I would like to send my condolences, continued con-
dolences to his family and friends at this very difficult 
time. And to all of us to be mindful that we [INAUDI-
BLE] as we work our way through this unfortunate and 
strickening pandemic. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Attorney General. 
 Would any other Member— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send condolences 
to the family of Vivian Griffiths. Ms. Griffiths is the 
mother of Antoinette Cannonier, one of the Honoura-
ble Members in the House of Assembly, former Prem-
ier Craig Cannonier’s, wife. So I would like to send 
condolences to Antoinette and her brother, Anthony 
Vickers. This lady was a lovely lady, a charming lady, 
a gentle lady. And I am sure she will be missed by the 
family. And my prayers and the House prayers to MP 
Cannonier and his lovely wife, Antoinette. 
 I would like to also send condolences to the 
family of the late Eugene Thomas who passed recent-
ly in a motorcycle accident. These should go to his 
wife, Pat, and the rest of the family. 
 I would like to also send condolences to [the 
family of] Ms. Mary Moulder. She is the matriarch of 
the Moulder family, a loving, caring lady. She was in-
volved intimately with St. Mark’s Church. And she died 
suddenly and peacefully. So we wish her family all the 
very best during these difficult times. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments that were made in regard to Mark Lowe, 
Walter Seymour and the late Pat Whitter.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Minister of Education, would you like to make 
your contribution now? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I would like to have condo-
lences sent to the family of the late Vincent Bruce 
Swan, a constituent of mine who died earlier this 
week. I did speak and reach out to his son to offer my 
condolences. And I know that is a great loss for the 
family down there in Devonshire. 
 And I would also like to send—I am unsure if 
this was said before. But I would like to send condo-
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lences to the family of the late Rev. Malcolm Eve, 
former presiding elder of the AME Church and pastor 
of St. Philip AME Church, that little church on the 
sound down there in Smith’s Parish just off Devil’s 
Hole, another constituent of mine. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can you send that on be-
half of the House? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Well, I am sure that we can 
assign the whole House to those condolences to the 
Eve family. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: And I would also like to 
send congratulations to all of the teams that competed 
in the KPMG Investment Challenge, and special con-
gratulations to Chatmore International School, which 
competed for the first time this year and ended up fin-
ishing second. Congratulations to the team from War-
wick Academy, who finished first, and the team from 
Bermuda Institute, who finished third. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker! Mr. Speaker! 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Mr. Speaker, MP 
Simmons-Wade. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons-Wade, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Thank you. 
 I would like to associate myself with the pass-
ing of the late Rev. Malcolm Eve. I worked very close-
ly with him until [INAUDIBLE] seniors’ home. I am also 
with the late Eugene, the young Eugene Thomas, 
whom I met about 10 years ago. And somehow we 
kept crossing paths on a regular basis as we walked 
on South Shore. And a wonderful, wonderful gentle-
man.  

Thank you. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP Simmons. You have your three minutes, 
sir. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes, sir. I just rise today on a sad note to commemo-
rate and acknowledge the passing of Mr. Vincent But-
terfield, a resident of constituency 33 and a staunch 
supporter of the party of which I am proud to be a 

member. I would like to extend my deepest condo-
lences, the condolences of the House and the condo-
lences of my family to his daughters, Dawn and 
Corynne, and to all of those whose lives have been 
touched by him, his wife, everyone who loved and 
cared for him. Mr. Speaker, his loss to the family is a 
loss to the community. 
 And before I conclude my remarks, Mr. 
Speaker, it is a sad thing that we are facing in this 
country with the deaths from COVID-19. And there are 
a number of very sad stories that unfortunately the 
families know and we cannot tell because it would be 
inappropriate to divulge people’s health conditions 
and experiences. But for those of us who have seen 
families wracked by this disease, who have seen peo-
ple’s health permanently damaged by this disease, it 
is something to no longer—if you ever took it as a 
joke, it certainly is no longer the case to do so. My 
prayers go out to those families. My prayers go out to 
all of those who are recovering. And my prayers go 
out to those who are still trying to overcome the linger-
ing effects of this disease.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like MP Weeks? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, sir. Good morning. 
 
The Speaker: MP Weeks, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to start off my re-
marks by asking to be associated with the remarks for 
Mr. Walter Seymour. I too have known Mr. Seymour 
and his family most of my life. I was actually in prep 
school with his son, Andre. I learned a little style from 
Mr. Seymour. So he is going to definitely be sorely 
missed. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to associate 
myself with the loss of Ms. Carol-Ann Vernon. I know 
her two sons well. I worked with Jerome at Boulevard 
Community Club. And he is a very good football play-
er. And mom was always there on hand to support our 
children. So our whole community will miss her. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a lighter note, I would like to 
send congratulations to Ms. Julie Peets. She is the 
wife of Dr. Ernest Peets. She just recently graduated 
from school in Florida and has received a Bachelor’s 
of Science in Education for Early Childhood Educa-
tion, actually. So I would like to send out [congratula-
tions] to Dr. Peets, Julie, and their family. 
 
An Hon. Member: Associate myself, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I would also like 
to send congratulations to another one of my constitu-
ents, actually, Ms. Dakia O’Brien and her daughter, 
Rhielle, I think Rhielle Ming, who is only about six or 
seven. But Ms. O’Brien, Mr. Speaker, has actually 
made lemonade out of this pandemic to start an online 
business called the Picky Little Eaters Club. It is a 
cooking show, Mr. Speaker, for moms and their chil-
dren. So, well done to her, and I take my hat off! And I 
wish her well. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Minister Ming, I see your face there popping 
up in between everyone. Are you trying to get my at-
tention? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I am, Mr. Speaker. How are you? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Ming, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all I would like to extend 
condolences to the families of Mr. Mark Robinson, 
and also to the family of Andre Durham, aka “Turtle.” I 
know both of these families, and I am sending prayers 
for Aunt Barbara, and all of the brothers for Mr. Mark 
Robinson. 
 I would also like to be associated, Mr. Speak-
er, with the comments and the condolences for the 
families of Carol-Ann Vernon, Betty O’Connor, Aunt 
Pat Whitter, and of course Malcolm Eve. I am just 
hoping that the families are managing through this 
difficult time and just know that, even from our level, 
our thoughts and prayers are with them at this time.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP Swan. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. Go right ahead, sir. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences that the Honourable Attorney 
General extended to [the friends and family of] Ernest 
Cann, whom I got to see quite a bit of in recent years 
through his being a taxi ambassador. But anyone who 
knew Ernest Cann back in the day knew that he was 
amongst the best dancers in Bermuda, par excel-
lence. And in his later years he only had one leg. And 
I reminded those young guys who used to see him 
and say, Hey, Unc!. I said, That bye could move 

across that dance floor as good as Fred Astaire, Gin-
ger Rogers, Michael Jackson all rolled up in one. May 
he rest in peace, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst I am touching on the arts, 
Mr. Clarence “Tootsie” Bean— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Hold on, hold on. 
 Minister of Education, you need to turn your 
microphone off.  
 
[Crosstalk]  
  
The Speaker: Go ahead, go ahead, MP Swan. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. And I will associate 
the Minister for Education with this because I know he 
is his family member. But Clarence “Tootsie” Bean 
and Mrs. Bean both passed away very recently, Mr. 
Speaker. And I know it is a tremendous blow for their 
family, particularly their son, Sheldon, and daughter 
Donna. But Clarence “Tootsie” Bean I know as a golf-
er, an outstanding golfer from Ocean View and an 
outstanding musician who helped transform Bermuda 
through his great expertise in the arts and sports. And 
certainly I am very saddened by his passing. And 
condolences go out to his family. 
 And I associate with condolences to the for-
mer Presiding Elder Eve and to the Griffiths family, 
who once lived down there in Cut Road, as well, on 
the passing of Ms. Griffiths that the Opposition Leader 
expressed, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Swan, I am going to ask you to as-
sociate the whole House with the passing of the 
Beans, Mr. and Mrs. Bean. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you. I associate the entire House with the passing of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence “Tootsie” Bean. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, sir. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 MP Campbell. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have your three minutes, MP 
Campbell. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: I would like to associate myself 
with the condolences sent out to the families of Mr. 
Andre Durham and Mr. Vincent Butterfield. Mr. 
Durham’s son is a member of my family—well, he is a 
member of my family and his son is a member of the 
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Young Men’s Social Club Senior Team. Mr. Butterfield 
was a long-term member of Young Men’s Social Club 
and will be a great miss to the social club nation. 
 On a positive note, I would like to send out 
congratulations to Mr. Anthony Levon Swan. Mr. 
Swan recently received his Bachelor of Laws degree 
from the University of Buckingham. Now, Mr. Swan is 
a young man who made some mistakes. He accepted 
responsibility for his mistakes. And now I believe he is 
an example to many young men who have also made 
mistakes in their life that you can overcome these mis-
takes. And they do not have to hold you back. And 
you can be successful. And Mr. Swan is now pursuing 
a Master’s of Law degree, and I wish him and his 
family all of the best in his endeavours. So, thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Associate me, Honoura-
ble Member, please. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Honourable Member Swan would 
like to be associated with those remarks. Thank you. 
 Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would 
like to say a few words. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like MP Jackson. MP. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes. 
 I would just like to associate myself with the 
[condolences on the] passing of Vivian Griffiths, the 
mother of Antoinette Cannonier and mother-in-law of 
MP Cannonier. And I would send out my heartfelt 
condolences at this time. 
 I would also like to send condolences to the 
family and friends of Don Jolliffe. He has been a long-
serving and most committed war veteran here in Ber-
muda. He supported the veterans for many, many 
years and would annually walk in the parade in No-
vember. He was an avid golfer, and he really had and 
lived a full life. And he remained very close to the fam-
ily, who will be very sorry that he is gone. And he will 
certainly be a miss in the community. 
 On a brighter side, I would like to send con-
gratulations to Eve De Rosa, who has just recently 
been elected Dean of Faculty at Cornell University. I 
mean, I just cannot even imagine the accolade of 
achieving that kind of position. Not only is she the first 
woman, but she is also the first Black person to hold 
that position at Cornell University in New York. And I 
am just sending out all of the pride that we have for 
this Bermudian who has done so well in her profes-
sional development. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Jackson. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members are being asked 
to be associated with that. So we will associate the 
other Members in the House. 
 MP Dunkley, I believe you would like to make 
a contribution. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning to you and good morning 
to colleagues. 
 I would like to be associated with the congrat-
ulations sent by the Honourable Member Campbell to 
Anthony Swan on the successful completion of his 
initial law degree. The young man reached out to me 
a number of years ago as he started his journey. And I 
have been quite impressed with his fortitude and his 
commitment to move forward, and really enjoyed the 
relationship that we built. And he is certainly a shining 
example, as MP Campbell said. I wish him all the 
best, and congratulations to him. 
 Mr. Speaker, as many colleagues have done, 
I would like to be associated with condolences that 
have been offered certainly to the O’Connor family on 
the passing of Mrs. O’Connor. One of her sons has 
worked for me for many, many years. And I have 
grown to know the family quite well. And what a good 
family they are. So I would like to be associated with 
the condolences to those. 
 And also with the condolences on the passing 
of Presiding Elder Eve, who gave many years in ser-
vice to our community in faith. And he should be rec-
ognised and thanked for that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not sure if it has been 
done, but I would like for condolences to be sent to 
the family of Mr. Richard Bascome, Sr., who passed 
away a couple of weeks ago. Mr. Bascome I have 
known for all of my life. In fact, I knew his father, a 
true son of the soil, Richard Bascome, Sr., who loved 
what he did. He loved Bermuda. And one of the good 
things about Mr. Bascome that I always appreciated is 
he always had time for conversation. And he never 
harboured any grudges against people. He was al-
ways committed to trying to help people. And I would 
like to send condolences to his family on the passing 
of Mr. Bascome. 
 
An Hon. Member: I would like to be associated with 
that, please. 
 
Another Hon. Member: I would like to be associated 
as well with that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I am going to ask that the Honourable 
Member associate the whole House. Because I know 
all of the Somerset MPs would like to be associated 
as well. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, in closing I would like to 
also tangent on what the Honourable Member Sim-
mons had said in regard to condolences. Now more 
than ever this section of business in the House has 
more meaning because we cannot attend funerals in 
person in the numbers we would like to. And we have 
seen a lot of tragedy over the past year. And family 
and friends take a lot of comfort from the recognition 
that we bring. So I congratulate MPs for reaching out 
in whatever way they can through this difficult period 
to bring some comfort and strength to the families who 
grieve. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 Minister Furbert, are you— 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Furbert, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I also would like to be associated with the 
comments already made in regard to Ms. Carol-Ann 
Bailey [Vernon], who worked for the Happy Valley 
Child Care Centre. She will be sorely missed through 
the Department of Child & Family Services staff. And 
we would just like to send condolences out on behalf 
of the Ministry to the family of Ms. Carol-Ann Bailey 
[Vernon]. 
 As well as be associated with Mr. Clint Simp-
son, again someone who will be sorely missed 
throughout the community of Hamilton Parish. People 
will know him from his work at Jamaican Grill. And so 
condolences to the Simpson family for the loss of 
Clint. 
 I am wanting to send out a congratulations to 
one of my constituents, Ms. Tina Laws, who is the 
new Executive Director of the Women’s Resource 
Centre. And I am just wanting to send congratulations 
to her and her family after this new position. And also 
to congratulate the outgoing executive director, Ms. 
Elaine Butterfield, also of the Women’s Resource 
Centre. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? Any other Member? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Premier, you have your three minutes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I begin my remarks, I 
would certainly like to be associated with the condo-
lences which have been already offered to the family 
of the great Rev. Malcolm Eve, certainly, and also to 
the families of Mr. Walter Seymour. One of the pleas-
ures of this job, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that it is a tra-
dition that the Premier visits people on their 100th 
birthday. And I was able to visit Mr. Walter Seymour in 
Southampton at a very large party, pre-COVID-19 cer-
tainly, for his 100th birthday. I was also attended there 
with his MP, MP Zane De Silva. And I certainly would 
like to make sure that he is associated with the notes 
of condolences which are sent to the family of Mr. 
Seymour. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wish to send or ask this Hon-
ourable House to send condolences to the family of 
the late Mr. Derek Ingham of Ingham’s Vale in Pem-
broke. Mr. Ingham was not just my constituent, Mr. 
Speaker, but also a member of our local branch exec-
utive. And he would often take the time to canvass 
one side with me in constituency 18. Mr. Ingham was 
a strong and passionate and committed trade unionist, 
someone who was always involved with trade union-
ism. And he was committed and passionate in doing 
whatever he could do not only to improve the condi-
tions inside of his country, but also to improve the 
conditions inside of his neighbourhood and to serve 
his community. We were certainly shocked and sad-
dened to learn of his passing in his 70th year. And he 
will be missed by all of us inside of our constituency. 
But I wish to [say] to Linda, Cleave, Dwight, Chimere 
and Gina, to all of his friends, my thoughts and pray-
ers are with you at this time. And I am happy to asso-
ciate other Members who wish to be associated with 
that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I would like to send 
congratulations. I would like to be associated with the 
congratulations that were sent to Mr. Anthony Levon 
Swan, a young man whom I got to know over the 
times. And it is a wonderful story of redemption and 
perseverance. And the recognition that errors and 
mistakes and bad judgments in our young years do 
not have to cloud our lives in the future. And he is cer-
tainly a shining example to many inside of our com-
munity. And I enjoy the interactions that I am able to 
have with him. 
 What I would also say, Mr. Speaker, is and 
finally, I would like to extend congratulations to Ms. 
Toniiae Smith, who was yesterday retired after 31 
years of public service, finishing in the Cabinet Office 
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as administrator. She has worked in the Ministry of 
Health, the Ministry of National Security and the Cabi-
net Office. And I would like to thank Ms. Smith for her 
decades of service to the Government, the people of 
Bermuda. And I certainly wish her much joy and hap-
piness as she retires. 
 
The Speaker: You could associate me with that, 
Premier. She was a classmate of mine, as well. She 
was a classmate of mine. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: No problem. No problem, Mr. 
Speaker. I am happy to associate you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And I am certain that there are 
other Members and Ministers whom she would have 
served. And I am happy to have them associated with 
those remarks—I am sure the former Premier and 
former Minister of National Security, as well. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Premier. 
 No other Members? No other Members? 
 Well, before we move on I would just like to 
be associated and make a couple of remarks, myself. 
Firstly, I would like to be associated with the remarks 
that were expressed to the Bascome family on the 
passing of Richie. And in the younger years of my life, 
I spent some time on the farm with the Bascome fami-
ly there, back and forth with some of my cousins. So 
he will be missed in our community. He was always a 
very positive gentleman. 
 I would like to add to that, the condolences 
this morning, a constituent of mine, Ms. Lenora Ible 
who passed during the time that we have been re-
cessed from here. And I single out Ms. Ible because 
those of us who stood on the polls in 2017 will relate 
to this story. For the branch that I am associated with 
in my political life over the years, she has been one of 
those who was very active as a member. But on that 
particular morning in 2017, those of us who stood on 
the poll will remember it was pouring rain, hard, hard 
rain when the polls opened that morning. And the first 
person to the polls, who walked—she was supposed 
to get a ride. But she walked in the hard, pouring rain 
to be the first person to be the vote that day—and in 
her senior years as she was then. That showed the 
type of commitment that she had to the organisation 
that she was in support of. And I just acknowledge her 
as one of those who was always positive in conversa-
tion around the branch that I was associated with. 
 Secondly, I would like to acknowledge the 
passing of Cecily Anne Smith, who will be funeralised 
today. She was a cousin of mine, and my condolenc-
es go out to her son, Edmond Jr., and her twin daugh-
ters, Sharon and Karen. 
 And also to another constituent, Ms. Ismay 
Barker of the Barker family, to her son, Sherman 

Swan, and her daughter, Norma Smith. Ms. Barker 
was one of those senior members who was always 
extremely, extremely positive whenever you took the 
time to stop by and chat and talk to her not only just 
about why you were canvassing in the area, but just 
about life in general. And I will surely miss those chats 
that I have had with her over the years. 
 And also, another constituent, Mr. Joseph 
“Bo” Smith. Condolences to his wife, May, and his 
daughter, Selena, on the passing of their [husband 
and] father. And again I know that even though he had 
been in the rest home for the last few years, he will 
surely still be missed greatly by both his wife and 
daughter and his grandchildren. My condolences go 
out to them on that loss. 
 With that, we will now move on. 
 Oh, sorry. I cannot go without including myself 
in the condolence remarks to the family of Mr. Walter 
Seymour. For those of you who know my business 
relationship over the years, Walter J. Seymour was 
part of the Lister operations for a number of years. 
And Mr. Seymour, much has been mentioned about 
him as a pioneer. Truly what has been spoken was 
about his early days in the real estate. But what has 
been left out was that he was one of the key players 
behind one of the early efforts to bring about a com-
munity bank many, many years ago. And it spoke to 
the type of foresight that he as a pioneer had for Ber-
muda. And that type of foresight will always be valued 
in what has made Bermuda what it is today. And he 
will surely, surely be missed by not only his family, but 
for what he has done for our community. Thank you. 
 We will now move on to the next item on the 
Order Paper. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE  

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: We have four Bills to be introduced this 
morning, Government Bills, the first in the name of the 
Minister of Finance. 
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FIRST READING 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
CONTRIBUTORY PENSIONS TEMPORARY 

AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing the following Bills for their first reading so that 
they might be placed on the Order Paper for the next 
day of meeting: Public Service Superannuation Tem-
porary Amendment Act 2021, and the Contributory 
Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 2021. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. You did them both at the 
same time. Good. 
 The next is from the Attorney General. 
 Minister. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE (FEE REDUCTION) 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 23 
be suspended so that I may introduce the following 
Bill so that it may be placed on the Order Paper for 
today’s sitting, namely, the Liquor Licence (Fee Re-
duction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. And the next Bill would be 
in the name of the Minister of National Security. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

FIRE SAFETY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next day of meeting: the Fire Safety Amend-
ment Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 There are no other Bills.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 

The Speaker: The first Order on the Order Paper this 
morning is the second reading of the Gaming (Trans-
fer of Functions) Act 2021 in the name of the Premier. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021 be now read 
for the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Continue, Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. (One second, Mr. Speaker.) 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just for your information, we will break 
at 12:30 as usual for lunch. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I sincerely hope so, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter]  
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
GAMING (TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS) ACT 2021 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, every innovation 
requires a framework within which to operate and a 
proper level of legislative underpinning to ensure best 
practice and efficient operation. The Bill before this 
Honourable House represents such a framework. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Gaming (Transfer of Func-
tions) Act 2021 makes a series of consequential 
amendments to a variety of statutes for the purpose of 
expanding the regulatory remit of the Bermuda Casino 
Gaming Commission. The Bill will also make the 
Commission responsible for the regulation of casino 
gaming, betting, cruise ships’ casinos, lotteries, raffles 
and also Crown and Anchor. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Commission will also now 
collect all associated fees, levies and taxes resulting 
from its new responsibilities for these sectors. Howev-
er, Honourable Members will recall that this does not 
extend to betting duty. That regime will remain un-
changed for the near term as we consider whether the 
current duty structure is fit for purpose. 
 Mr. Speaker, while it is not germane to this Bill 
before this Honourable House, it would be remiss of 
me if I did not use this opportunity to advise Honoura-
ble Members and the public on the progress made by 
the Commission in a number of various areas. Hon-
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ourable Members will recall the Commission wel-
comed a new CEO in late 2020. And I am pleased to 
advise this Honourable House that the Commission 
has now successfully recruited a chief regulatory of-
ficer who will be responsible for the management of 
the Commission’s regulatory functions, compliance of 
licences, as well as the development and implementa-
tion of a regulatory assurance strategy. Additionally, 
the posts of director of legal and a new compliance 
inspector have also been filled. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is on the cusp of the 
opening of a much-needed luxury hotel property in the 
form of the St. Regis in St. George’s. That property 
will have a casino as a critical amenity in support of 
the visitor experience for guests. I am pleased to ad-
vise this Honourable House that the extensive due 
diligence and suitability assessment required for con-
sideration of the casino licence for St. Regis is well 
underway and is 60 per cent completed. Five gaming 
vendors have been approved. The gaming equipment 
and technical specifications and standards of perfor-
mance have been finalised, and six centres approved, 
all of which can be viewed on the Commission’s web-
site. 
 Honourable Members will also recall that the 
principal Act makes provision for a Problem Gaming 
Council. I can also advise that a negotiated MOU has 
been executed with a renowned international council 
[on Problem Gaming] to promote an exchange of in-
formation and the development of best practice. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I commend this Bill for the 
consideration of the House, I wish to thank the mem-
bers of the Commission and the team working there. I 
must also take note of the incredible cooperation of 
the Hotelco St. Regis team, who have attended to the 
detailed process of applying for casino licence patient-
ly, determined to procure the grant for the licence to 
operate Bermuda’s first hotel casino. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 First, I would like to start by stating that we 
support this legislation. We think it is the right thing to 
do in regard to shifting the responsibility of the indus-
try to the Commission. Having said that, I just have a 
couple of comments that I would like to make before 
we get into Committee. 
 This legislation is a long time coming. As we 
know, the initial legislation was approved in 2014, and 
seven years later we are still working at it. As the 

Premier said, it will take time, and it has truly taken 
time to mature, so to speak. To date the Premier indi-
cated that he has a new CEO and a new chief regula-
tory officer and a new legal and compliance executive. 
I am delighted that we have that on board. I am just 
hoping that we are able to retain them, because this 
organisation has had a very interesting history. Over 
the past six years we have seen change of the board, 
our key employees. And I think whatever issues that 
arose which caused this departure of highly respecta-
ble professionals to leave before has been addressed 
and will continue to be addressed under the current 
leadership. 
 They were committed to the progression of 
the gaming industry. And as I said, they were knowl-
edgeable people. In fact, one gentleman was respon-
sible for the KYC [know your customer] and AML [anti-
money laundering] protocols in Ontario. So again, 
these are people who know what they are doing. And I 
am just disappointed that they all retired from the roles 
that they previously had. So I am just hoping and 
praying that the new executive team and the profes-
sionals within the team will be here for the long haul. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to speak to is the issue of financing. I know that we 
had, as a government, paid in excess of $3.7 million in 
grants to this agency. And as far as the industry is 
concerned, one would have to question what value to 
the community—not the organisation, the communi-
ty—have we seen? Because as I said earlier, after 
2015, we are now in 2021, we still do not have gam-
ing. We do not have any new jobs in the gaming in-
dustry. There is nothing; no new amenities that this 
could bring to tourism. There is no extra revenue that 
will be generated that can go into our Consolidated 
Fund. So I am hoping that, as the Premier said, we 
will have the gaming industry finally taking off by the 
middle of the third quarter so that the hotels in St. 
George’s will be up and running and they can lead the 
way in providing gaming in this country. 
 The other issue that I would like to speak to is 
the issue of the cashless gaming. A lot has been said 
about cashless gaming. In fact, back in August I think 
the Premier made a comment in the media that he 
had two major stakeholders who had agreed to sup-
port cashless casino gaming. Can he provide details 
of who those major stakeholders are that have agreed 
to provide cashless gaming?  

In fact, what does “cashless gaming” mean? I 
spoke to one of the developers, and they are not 
100 per cent sure as to what the Premier means by 
“cashless gaming.” So can he today provide details on 
what cashless gaming will mean to Bermuda and what 
cashless gaming will mean to this industry? 
 I looked at the website, Mr. Speaker, for the 
Commission. And the only thing that I could find in 
regard to financials is the financial statement for the 
year 2015, September 1st 2015 to March 31st, 2017. 
So, the question that I have for the Minister is, Where 
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do we stand with these reports? I understand that the 
2019 financial statements may be finished and may 
be sitting in the Auditor General’s Office. So I would 
like for the Premier to provide an update on where we 
stand on the finances, because at the end of the day 
we have committed in excess of $4 million to this or-
ganisation. And those funds should be accounted for, 
and the people of Bermuda should be satisfied that 
they are getting value for money in regard to the funds 
invested in this organisation. 
 In addition, I would like to question whether 
the Government intends to make further grants to this 
organisation at this point in time. I know . . . I under-
stand they may not have issued a grant last year. I 
just would like to have clarity in that space. 
 The Problem Gaming Council . . . I am de-
lighted that we have that in place to support the com-
munity, to support individuals who have addiction 
problems when it comes to the gaming industry. And 
this is the social support net that I think is well needed 
if we are to have this industry. I looked at the mem-
bership of that committee that was in place in 2017 
when the report was crafted. And I presume that they 
still are on the council today. The membership from 
the initial council appears to be well-qualified and ca-
pable. And I have been advised that they have been 
working very, very hard and that they are supporting 
the gaming industry as it stands today. 
 And so I would like to lend them support, and I 
would invite the Government to give them the re-
sources and support that they need so that we would 
have a proper safety net to support those individuals 
who find themselves in a challenging position because 
of an addiction to gaming or other activities that would 
find them on the negative side of their lifestyle be-
cause of their involvement in gaming.  
 I would like to also state that the Gaming 
Commission, they said their mission is to establish 
and regulate a sustainable casino gaming industry in 
Bermuda. Obviously, this mission will be updated. And 
I would ask that the Premier also provide details on 
the values and the principles under which this Gaming 
Commission will operate. I think that if Bermuda is 
clear with the principles of the commission, then they 
will know that the operation of the Commission will be 
principles-based and the Government will be princi-
ples-based as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the banking side, I would in-
vite the Premier to also provide details on where we 
stand on the banking side in regard to supporting this 
industry, whether it is cashless gaming or traditional 
gaming with fiat currency. Can he provide an update 
as to where we stand on the matter of gaming banking 
in regard to supporting this industry? Because obvi-
ously we cannot progress without a bank. And that 
information will be crucial in resolving the gaming 
puzzle as we move forward in this country. 
 The last point that I would like to make, Mr. 
Speaker, and it is in the legislation so it could come up 

in Committee. I think I will leave it until we are in 
Committee and address it then, Mr. Speaker. 
 So with those remarks, I would just like to 
thank the Government for bringing this legislation 
through. And we in the Opposition in principle support 
what is here. And I will be happy to bring up any other 
questions that I have when we are in Committee. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, yes. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Thank you, Premier, for presenting the Bill. 
And I note the comments of the Opposition Leader, 
that the Opposition is in support of the Bill. 
 I just have but one question, and that relates 
to the issue of problem gaming. The Bill identifies that 
it is intended to expand the functions of the Problem 
Gaming Council. And I would be grateful if the Prem-
ier could share with the Honourable House as part of 
his response to the questions by the Opposition 
Leader, in addition, whether or not there will be more 
funding allocated to the Problem Gaming Council in 
view of the fact that the Bill has expanded its func-
tions. 
 Thank you, Honourable Premier. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. That is all I have to say. I may have 
some questions in Committee. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 There are none. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I do have some 
questions. MP Richardson. 
 
The Speaker: MP Richardson, yes. Put your ques-
tion. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 I have questions as it relates to our interna-
tional standing for casinos, for the Premier. Mr. 
Speaker, we were assessed for compliance with in-
ternational money-laundering norms. And we were 
very successful in that assessment, and we did quite 
well in Bermuda. Also, we have conducted a national 
risk assessment which looks at the threat and vulner-
abilities in Bermuda of money laundering. Part of this 
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entire assessment and part of this entire regulated 
space as it relates to money laundering concerns ca-
sinos and gaming in Bermuda. 
 So, with that being said, I would like to ask the 
Premier if some steps that have been spoken about in 
our submissions to those international authorities 
have been undertaken. In the first instance in our na-
tional risk assessment, we said that casinos had a low 
risk of money laundering because there was none. 
But internationally, the Caribbean Financial Action 
Task Force said that they are inherently high risk for 
money laundering from a global perspective. Bermuda 
committed to real and potential money laundering vul-
nerabilities being assessed prior to the opening of the 
first casino. Given that we are on the cusp of doing 
that now, I would ask the Honourable Premier if we 
have undertaken that assessment and what, if any, 
impact has that had to the legislation and the Gaming 
Commission? Further . . . I think that is just it for that 
one. Yes. That is just it for this legislation. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution? No other Member? 
 Mr. Premier. Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, for the questions of which will be an-
swered. I will try to go in the first order. 
 I can say that in response to the questions 
from the Honourable Member for constituency 23, I 
think we will be discussing more of those things when 
we get to the next Bill in regard to the Betting Act 
2021, as we will recognise that on a casino basis. We 
certainly have undertaken risk assessments before 
making any substantive changes to the legislation 
which may impact money laundering risks. 
 On the issue of betting, that is the precise 
reasons for the upgrades to [the] betting framework. 
But in regard to [the] casino gaming framework, our 
framework is robust, and I am confident that it will 
continue to meet any international standards, as we 
do have a very (I would say) robust anti-money laun-
dering framework here in Bermuda. And this Bill cer-
tainly has been vetted by the National Anti-Money 
Laundering Committee and certainly conforms with 
the necessary best practice. 
 In regard to the Problem Gaming Council and 
the expansion of its remit, the expansion of remit of 
the Problem Gaming Council—this is in response to 
the question from the Member from constituency 22—
is to attend to all gaming sectors. Before, we were 
certainly just dealing with casino gaming, but there 
could be broader impacts when it comes to problem 
gaming. So that is the reason why that remit has been 
expanded. Certainly we are looking at betting and 
other things out there. So we do not want it to just be 

casinos. The ambit has been expanded for all types 
and forms of betting. 
 In regard to the question with additional fund-
ing, this will be provided, the funding matters and 
those items will be left up to the commission as they 
manage their budget and present it to the Minister. So 
I am not going to prejudge in any way, shape or form 
how those allocations will be made. I will just go, and I 
think that goes on to the questions which came from 
the Opposition Leader in recognising that gaming is 
difficult. And the reason why gaming is difficult is be-
cause the regulatory needs for gaming are significant. 
And the plan, or proposal, that was put forward by the 
former Government did not envision—in some cases 
things were done which were not based on realistic 
expectations of a gaming industry. And so it is a very 
difficult balance. 
 We have provided additional . . . we have pro-
vided, I would say, from the perspective of the Casino 
Gaming Commission and its funding, after weeks of 
negotiations between client and the NTB the Casino 
Gaming Commission has secured an increase of bor-
rowing facility with the NTB at a lower interest rate of 
4.25 per cent. And this has been reduced from a pre-
vious 6 per cent interest rate. And they have agreed 
more favourable terms regarding administrative fees, 
and therefore is going to be saving the Gaming Com-
mission $100,000 this fiscal year. But we have to rec-
ognise that we have casinos, only one prospective 
casino at this point in time. Standing up the operations 
and the regulatory framework of making sure that we 
comply with international obligations is difficult. 
 So I would say that the regulatory burden right 
now does not match up to the revenue of which can 
be collected. Now, we are going to be expanding the 
areas of revenue collection. And what we want to 
make sure we can do is grow the industry. And there 
will be more casinos that will be coming online, which 
may help to assist in that area. But it is a difficult cir-
cumstance because the structure of gaming as was 
laid out, envisioning three casinos only, and the regu-
latory burden to operate those three casinos will cost 
far in excess of what even most generous projections 
by the former Government could have done. 
 So it is a difficult circumstance. And from that 
perspective, I will say that we are continuing to bal-
ance the difficulty of making sure that we execute on 
the budgets of which were made by the Government 
of Bermuda, even though they were not made by this 
Government; but they were made by the Government 
of Bermuda for the St. Regis Hotel. And we are going 
to stand up the regulatory regime in order to ensure 
that it can withstand international scrutiny to make 
sure that banking matters can be handled.  

But I think it is key and critical to note that this 
is not something that right now is generating a profit 
for the country. On an overall and broad basis, addi-
tional amenities for hotel properties, the additional 
employment of which it will provide that are not direct-
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ly attributing to the Gaming Commission will probably 
make an overall benefit to the country. But right now 
these are investments which need to be made to 
make sure that we enhance the regulatory framework.  
 In regard to processes and progress when it 
comes to banking, those conversations continue with 
banking partners. And there was back and forth. 
There were some requests for changes to the legisla-
tion. I will be quite broad and frank on that. And there 
were requests which came that have represented a 
fundamental misunderstanding of the Gaming Com-
mission legislation as it stood. And the requests would 
actually make the protections in the Casino Gaming 
Act weaker, not stronger. So those discussions con-
tinue to be held. And I have no doubt we will reach the 
conclusion, as I know that there are, whether it is the 
St. Regis, whether it is other hotel properties, whether 
it is others—want to make sure that we can move for-
ward with gaming in Bermuda. And I have no doubt 
that we will be able to resolve those particular issues, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 With that, I believe that I have answered all of 
the questions. And I would ask, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Bill be now committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Honoura-
ble Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 12:14 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
GAMING (TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS) ACT 2021  

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Gaming (Transfer of Functions) 
Act 2021. Premier Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, you will note that there are a 
significant number of clauses in this Bill. So I am go-
ing to try to do them by section. I am going to do the 
extraordinary move of moving clauses 1 through 30 at 
this time, if I may. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, clause 1 is self-explanatory. 
 Clause 2 provides for the regulation of all 
forms of gaming to be transferred to the Bermuda Ca-

sino Gaming Commission and for the functions of the 
Problem Gaming Council in relation to problem gam-
ing to apply to all forms of gaming.  
 Clauses 3 through 30 amend the Casino 
Gaming Act 2014 (“the Gaming Act”) in consequence 
of the transfer and expansion of functions effected by 
clause 2.  
 Clause 4 renames the Casino Gaming Act 
[2014] to the “Gaming Act 2014” and makes related 
changes to the citation clause.  
 Clause 5 amends section 2 of the Gaming Act 
to rename the Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission 
“the Bermuda Gaming Commission” and make other 
related changes to reflect the transfer of regulatory 
functions over all forms of gaming to the Bermuda 
Gaming Commission (the Commission). Such chang-
es include inserting the term “gaming legislation,” 
which now includes the Gaming Act 2014, the Betting 
Act 2021, the Cruise Ships (Casinos) Act 2013 and 
the Lotteries Act 1944.  
 Clause 6 amends section 3 of the Gaming Act 
to streamline the meaning of “associate” in accord-
ance with the transfer of regulatory functions over all 
forms of gaming to the Commission.  
 Clauses 7 through 12 amend various sections 
under Part 2 of the Gaming Act relevant to the transfer 
of regulatory functions over all forms of gaming to the 
Commission.  
 Clause 13 amends section 24 of the Gaming 
Act to increase the penalty for an offence under that 
section from $2,880 to $10,000. Section 24 deals with 
the powers of an auditor in relation to the financial 
transactions of the Commission. This amendment 
seeks to harmonise the penalties between the gaming 
and betting regimes.  
 Clause 14 repeals section 31 of the Gaming 
Act (which prohibits the operation of a casino without 
a licence), as this is now provided for, via the Bill, un-
der Part 12 of the Gaming Act.  
 Clause 15 amends section 37 of the Gaming 
Act (which deals with updating an application for a 
casino licence) to increase the penalty for an offence 
under that section from $2,880 to $10,000. This 
amendment seeks to harmonise the penalties be-
tween the gaming and betting regimes.  
 Clause 16 repeals and replaces section 51 of 
the Gaming Act to enable a casino operator who is 
aggrieved by a decision of the Commission in relation 
to his casino licence to appeal to the court against that 
decision.  
 Clause 17 amends section 84 of the Gaming 
Act (which deals with the failure to return a special 
employee licence on suspension or cancellation) to 
increase the penalty for an offence under that section 
from $2,880 to $10,000.  
 Clause 18 amends section 91 of the Gaming 
Act to require the Commission’s approval of games to 
be made by notice in writing and to require publication 
of the list of games, mode of play and rules for ap-
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proved games on the Commission’s official website. 
This change harmonises this provision of the Gaming 
Act with corresponding provisions under the Casino 
Regulations.  
 Clause 19 amends section 114 of the Gaming 
Act to increase the minimum duration of an exclusion 
order from 30 days to 6 months.  
 Clause 20 repeals and replaces section 121A 
of the Gaming Act to substitute the reference to “casi-
no employee” with “staff member” of a casino.  
 Clause 21 repeals and replaces section 129 
of the Gaming Act to provide for a fine not exceeding 
$10,000 in relation to offences under Part 7. Note that 
any minor committing an offence will be dealt with in 
accordance to the Young Offenders Act 1950.  
 Clauses 22 through 24 amend various sec-
tions under Part 10 of the Gaming Act to enable the 
functions of the Problem Gaming Council to apply to 
all forms of gaming.  
 Clause 25 inserts into Part 12 of the Gaming 
Act new sections 167A through 167G. These sections 
make it an offence, except in accordance with a li-
cence or approval to (i) offer or engage in gaming; 
(ii) offer or provide a gaming service; (iii) possess, sell, 
or supply gaming machines; (iv) use gaming ma-
chines; or (v) import gaming machines. This clause 
also provides for the forfeiture of gaming machines 
and enables the Minister to make regulations restrict-
ing the use, possession, importation, sale or supply of 
any gaming equipment.  
 Clause 26 amends section 170 of the Gaming 
Act to streamline the provision relating to cheating at 
play.  
 Clause 27 inserts new Part 12A into the Gam-
ing Act to provide for conduct that will be exempt for 
the purposes of the Act.  
 Clauses 28 and 29 amend sections 196 and 
200, respectively, of the Gaming Act which relate, re-
spectively, to the making of regulations by the Minister 
and to the issuance of guidelines by the Commission. 
Such amendments are to account for the transfer of 
regulatory functions for all forms of gaming to the 
Commission.  
 Clause 30 gives effect to Schedule 1 of the 
Bill, which provides for minor amendments to the 
Gaming Act. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Opposition 
Leader, the Honourable Cole Hedley Simons. 
 Mr. Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

 I would like to direct the Premier to page 4. 
And if he can provide, just a clear definition under 
clause 5(2)— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: What? What? Point of infor-
mation, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 

POINT OF INFORMATION 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Can I possibly ask the Honoura-
ble Member to refer to the actual clause he is referring 
to? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, he is getting there. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am getting there now. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Okay. Sorry. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So it is clause 5(2) under 
“‘gaming service,’” and item (e), “conducting a game, 
where—(i) the game is played for money or money’s 
worth . . . .” Can the Premier provide an expanded 
definition of what is meant by “money’s worth”? That 
is my first question. 
 We continue on to “wager” under the same 
clause [5(2)]; “‘wager’ means, according to context—
(a) to make an agreement with one or more persons 
to pay money or money’s worth to one or more other 
persons on the basis of the result of a game, lottery or 
other uncertain event . . . .” Can he give us an exam-
ple of the “other uncertain event”? Because I am not 
clear as to what that might be. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Just a point. Which clause is that 
again? Same, in definitions? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, under “wager.” 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: “Wager.” Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Page 5, [clause 5(2)], “wa-
ger,” (a). It says— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Got it. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: You see it? “Other uncer-
tain events.” 
 And then we go down to clause 5(4), “Repeal 
the definition of ‘cashless wagering system’ and sub-
stitute . . . . ” On the last phrase it says “and crediting 
of the patron account.” My question there is, Where is 
the patron account held? And what process do we 
need to follow to establish the patron account? 
 I am now moving over to clause 20, page 9, 
“Repeals and replaces section 121A.” And it reads [at 
proposed new section 121A(1)], “The Commission 
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may give directions prohibiting a staff member of a 
casino operator, a class of such staff members, or an 
immediate member of the family . . .,” et cetera. The 
question is, Why are we using the word “may,” which 
is permissive, and not make it mandatory to prohibit 
staff members from engaging in this activity? I am just 
suggesting you might examine a “shall” versus “may.” 
If he can provide an explanation for that. 
 Now we move on to clause 25, the “Prohibi-
tion on offering or engaging in gaming.” This applies 
to all three [subsections] of [proposed new section] 
167A(1), (2) and (3). Am I to believe that online gam-
ing will be prohibited, whether it is local online gaming 
or whether local residents can participate in online 
gaming sites in other jurisdictions? It can go both 
ways. Foreigners do online gaming on Bermuda sites, 
and Bermudians do online gaming at overseas sites. 
Are these activities prohibited? Just for clarity for the 
public’s sake. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Which clause? 
 
The Chairman: Clause 25. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Clause 25, [proposed new 
section] 167A. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Section 167A, which number? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Section 167A(1), (2) and 
(3). 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: One, two and three. Okay. Thank 
you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: In the same clause, on the 
next page, “Prohibitions related to possession, sale 
and supply of gaming machines.” Can the Minister 
confirm whether it is legal for an operator to bring in 
equipment or gaming machines if he has a provisional 
licence? Or does he have to have the final licence 
before he brings in any machine? I am asking be-
cause if we are setting up a hotel gaming casino and 
the operator wants to have things organised for when 
the final licence is granted, in being proactive and with 
the approval of the commission, can he bring in 
equipment or get his machines based on the provi-
sional licence that he has in his or her possession? 
 Clause 27, [proposed new Part 12A,] “Exempt 
Conduct”. “Exempt private wagers.” Can the Minister 
confirm whether local private poker nights, Crown and 
Anchor nights, bingo nights and private casino parties 
are permissible under this [proposed] section? 
 And those are my comments, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Opposition 
Leader. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, could I just ask 
the Honourable Member to repeat the last one again? 
Because he said “clause 27.” 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Of course.  

Clause 27, and then it goes, [proposed] “Part 
12A Exempt Conduct.” And you have “Exempt private 
wagers.” And so I am speaking to that whole [pro-
posed] section [179A]. And my question is, Is it per-
missible for Bermudian residents to have private pok-
er nights, Crown and Anchor nights, bingo nights and 
private casino parties? Are those covered in this ex-
emption? 
 And those are my questions for the first 30 
clauses. 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Premier, it is 12:29. Do you want 
to adjourn us for lunch, and we will return at two 
o’clock? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sure, Mr. Chairman. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Actually, may I make a 
comment before we do that? We may be able to wrap 
this right up, because I only have maybe one other 
question, and then I would be done with my questions, 
if you do not mind. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Well, if it is from a clause that we 
have not moved, I would not be able to do that. 
 So, Mr. Chairman, I move that the House do 
now adjourn for lunch, and we will pick back up at 
2:00 pm. 
 
The Chairman: The Committee stands adjourned 
until two o’clock. And we will see you then. Thank you, 
Members. 
 
Proceedings in Committee suspended at 12:30 pm 
 

Proceedings in Committee resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
GAMING (TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS) ACT 2021 

 
[Continuation thereof] 
 
The Chairman: Good afternoon, Members. Good af-
ternoon, listening audience. We are resuming (after 
lunch) the debate on the Gaming (Transfer of Func-
tions) Act 2021. 
 Premier, Minister Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman, and good afternoon to you. I sincerely 
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hope you had a pleasant lunch break over there in the 
Hamilton Parish, where I assume that you are. 
 
The Chairman: Hamilton Parish is God’s country. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will save the banter until June, 
that is my new thing, Mr. Chairman. I am not going to 
have any banter until June around our holiday. 

But I will say, Mr. Chairman, there were a 
number of questions— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Premier, can you hold 
on? We have another person who would like to make 
a contribution on the first section that you just ad-
dressed. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Well, you will have to ask the 
Chair. So, I will give my responses to the Chair to rec-
ognise— 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Simons, you know, you have 
been in this legislature long enough to know that the 
seniors— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: He has not moved it— 
 
The Chairman: Yes, but you are still going to have to 
come through the Chair. You know that. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Oh, absolutely. My hum-
blest apology. 
 
The Chairman: Accepted. 
 Continue, Mr. Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Scott. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Chairman. We have 
further questions on this section, with your leave. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Two questions arising from the clauses 3 
through 30. The first question arises in respect of 
clause 9. Clause 9 can be found at page 7 of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: This is an amending Act and the 
Act that it amends is the Casino Gaming Act 2014, the 
primary Act. And this is amending section 9 of the 
primary Act.  
 Section 9 of the primary Act is important be-
cause it relates to the functions and duties of the Ca-
sino Commission, or now, the Commission. And my 
question in relation to clause 9 of the Bill at page 7 is 

this: clause 9 is repealing subsection (1) of section 9 
of the primary Act, i.e., the section dealing with the 
functions and the duties of the Commission. And it is 
replacing it with the language that appears below, 
where you see (a), (b), and (c)—the three functions of 
the Commission. 
 If you look back at the original Act and the 
original section 9, the functions of the Commission are 
much . . . they include a lot more things. Just by way 
of example, they include that it should be a function of 
the Commission to detect offences committed within 
the casino premises or in relation to commit to casi-
nos. It should also, by way of example, ensure that 
the handling, collecting, disbursement or counting of 
money within the casino premises is supervised. So, 
there are a number of functions and duties that have 
now been replaced. 
 My first question under this clause to the 
Honourable Premier is whether or not all of those 
functions and duties that used to be in section 9 of the 
primary Act, which are now being replaced, are going 
to be put somewhere else in the gaming legislation. 
Because I know that there is now a cluster of Bills. 
And it may well be that this is a question that the 
Premier wishes the assistance of his legislative team, 
but are all of those duties and obligations going to be 
put somewhere else or are they disappearing, simply 
to be replaced by (a), (b), and (c)? 
 My second question, also on the same point, 
is: if they are just to be replaced by [new section] 
9(a)(1)(a), which states that “The function of the 
Commission shall be—(a) to administer the gaming 
legislation, and perform the functions conferred or im-
posed on the Commission under the gaming legisla-
tion,” [and note here] “in a manner that best ensures 
that the objects of the Commission are achieved”. So, 
if it is just a straight replacement with that language, 
my second question is this for the Honourable Prem-
ier: Does the Honourable Premier understand that to 
be a broadening of the powers of the Commission or a 
narrowing of the powers of the Commission or are 
they just staying the same? 
  Mr. Chairman, my second and final question 
in this part relates to clause 25 and it is a similar and 
slightly more frivolous question, but it was a matter 
that the Opposition Leader touched on regarding bets, 
wagers that might happen between individuals. And 
clause 25 appears at page 10 of the Bill and it says 
this: “No person in Bermuda shall offer, make, place, 
receive or accept a wager with another person or per-
sons, whether in person or by use of remote commu-
nication.” And that language, just taken on its own, 
would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that were I to make a 
wager with you as to who might win the Manchester 
United game or, if you are not a Manchester United or 
FA fan, who might win an NFL football game in Amer-
ica, that that might lead to a fine, lower down, at 
$100,000. And I am sure that is not the intention.  
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And if we look at clause 27 of the Bill, which is 
where we see Exempt Conduct, at clause 27, under 
179A(a), it says that exempted conduct will include 
where a “wager is a purely private matter and not 
conducted as part of any person’s business.” 
 So, my question there for the Honourable 
Premier is, can you just give an assurance to the 
House that we correctly understood that friendly wa-
gers between people in Bermuda on a private basis 
are not something that will result in any fine and put 
everyone’s mind at ease? 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman, those are my ques-
tions. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Any further speakers? 
 Mr. Premier, you can continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, let me try to answer the ques-
tions which have been asked. The first one is in 
clause 5(2)(e), the question that was asked by the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposition, who asked 
about “gaming service” and asked about, under the 
definition of gaming service, what does “money’s 
worth” mean? Money’s worth could mean chips or 
tokens, and the statutory framework is designed to 
regulate different forms of casino gaming—traditional, 
cash, chip, token-based gaming or cash gaming. So, 
that is what “money’s worth” means. 
 Also, insofar as the definitions, there was a 
question of what does “other uncertain event” mean in 
that case? And it refers to any other product or service 
offered in the expanded gaming sector. Horse racing 
or football, for example, offered by betting shops—
Crown and Anchor, et cetera. 
 In the same thing, “patron accounts” . . . this is 
regulated by Part 10 of the Casino Gaming Regula-
tions 2018 and gaming accounts can be held by casi-
no operators. In regulation 173, inside of those Regu-
lations, provides the requirements for the establish-
ment of a patron account. 
 There was a question in regard to clause 20, 
new section 121A which is trying to be created, which 
speaks to the question which was asked as to why 
there was a “may” instead of a “shall.” But the Com-
mission is retaining discretion to issue directives on 
casino operations in respect of staff and family mem-
bers to game. Best practice for emerging industries so 
that circumstances can be addressed on a case by-
case basis. The ability to exercise discretion does not 
in any way imply that where it is best practice to issue 
a directive, one will not be issued. I trust the Casino 
Gaming Commission in the execution of their duties, 
certainly. 
 There was a question on clause 25 and the 
question there was asking whether or not it was illegal 
for a casino operator to bring in equipment and ma-
chines if they are the holder of a provisional licence, 

or if they have been issued a substantive licence. 
Well, the answer to that question is that it is legal. 
Regulations permit an application for a casino licence 
to import, but the importation of gaming equipment is 
hinged on the equipment supplier as well as particular 
equipment being approved by the Commission. And 
that is something that is important for a distinction. 
 There was a question on 127A, there was a 
question from the Opposition Leader, and also in the 
other intervention for other questions from the Shad-
ow . . . sorry, the Member from constituency 22. There 
were questions on clause 27 about a new part which 
inserts into there “Exempt Conduct.” There was a 
question as to whether private poker nights . . . and 
there was also a question as if I were to win my bet 
against you, Mr. Chairman, that for the 10th consecu-
tive year Somerset will retain the Cup this year, if I 
were to win that wager, as to whether or not I would 
be subject to a $100,000 fine. And the answer is . . . 
and the answer to that question is, Mr. Chairman, that 
friendly wagers and private poker nights, where some 
Honourable Members will be at a home, are permitted 
as long as the conditions that are set out in [new] sec-
tion 179A are met.  

I just want to make that clear. So, it lays out 
here exempt private wagers, and as long as those 
conditions are met that will not apply. So, it is correct 
to say that those type of private wagers between indi-
viduals are not part of this construct. 
 There was also a question from the Opposi-
tion Leader which asked about proposed sections in 
clause 25—[do] proposed sections 167A(1), (2) and 
(3) mean that online gaming is prohibited both for per-
sons in Bermuda and using overseas sites? That is 
not the intent of this. And the answer is no. The 
Commission is a statutory organisation and it derives 
its functions, duties and goals from the power of the 
legislation.  

The current legislative framework does not 
regulate online Internet gaming or persons at home 
accessing the Internet and any available online gam-
ing sites and placing bets. The Transfer of Functions 
Bill does not seek to expand the commission’s remit to 
include online or Internet gaming. Thus, any of the 
current proposed sections are not relevant to that ac-
tivity. The reference to remote communication in the 
Transfer of Functions Bill, as well as in the principal 
Act, the Casino Gaming Act, (section 29) relates only 
to eGaming which is activity limited to a place within a 
designated site—the resort premises known as the 
“eGaming zone.” [Therefore,] eGaming could be of-
fered as an amenity on the resort property and it is not 
associated with the broader activity of online and In-
ternet gaming. 
 Finally, there was a question in regard to 
clause 9 . . . I am not entirely certain . . . yes, clause 
9, which amends section 9. And the question was 
whether or not there is a change in the, I guess I 
would say, scope of the Commission. All former func-
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tions are now subsumed under the placement clause. 
It is a streamlining and broadening to allow for the 
Commission’s functions over other forms of gaming. 
The specific functions are more particularised under 
other pieces of gaming legislation. So, I think that 
helps. 
 
The Chairman: any further questions? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: None from our side, thank 
you. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 

Mr. Premier, if you want to move clauses 1 
through 30. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that clauses 1 through 
30 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 30 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved, clauses 1 through 30. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 30 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I will now move clauses 31 
through 55, if I may. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, clause . . . 
 
The Chairman: Thirty-one? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Clause 31 amends the Compa-
nies Act. 

Mr. Chairman, forgive me, I am just getting 
used to these new glasses. I am beginning to age so, 
you know, I just have to adjust to make sure that I am 
okay. I am catching you up, Mr. Chairman, I am catch-
ing you up! 
 
The Chairman: You are going past me. You are go-
ing past me. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, clause 31 amends the Compa-
nies Act 1981 in the Tenth Schedule to make provid-
ing a gaming service, except as authorised by law, a 
prohibited business activity under that Act. 

Clauses 32 through 40 amend the Cruise 
Ships (Casinos) Act 2013 to transfer responsibility for 
cruise ship casinos from the Minister responsible for 
lotteries to the Commission. The amendment to sec-
tion 7 in clause 37 provides that licence fees will be 
paid to the Commission rather than to the Consolidat-
ed Fund. 

Clause 41 amends the Liquor Licence Act 
1974 in section 1 in the definition of “unlawful game” 
so as to transfer responsibility for issuing Crown and 
Anchor permits from the Commissioner of Police to 
the Commission. 

Clauses 42 through 47 amend the Lotteries 
Act 1944 to transfer responsibility for lotteries from the 
secretary to the Cabinet to the commission and make 
related changes so as to align the Lotteries Act 1944 
with the Gaming Act. 

Clauses 48 through 50 amend the Casino 
Gaming Regulations 2018 to enable those regulations 
to align with various changes made by the Bill to the 
Gaming Act. 

Clause 51 amends regulations made under 
the Gaming Act to retitle them in alignment with the 
amendments made by the Bill to the Gaming Act. 

Clause 52 repeals the Prohibition of Gaming 
Machines Act 2001 (now dealt with under Part 12 of 
the Gaming Act) and provides for the consequential 
repeal of provisions under the Gaming Act and the 
Cruise Ships (Casinos) Act 2013 which reference the 
Prohibition of Gaming Machines Act 2001. 

Clause 53 provides for transitional provisions. 
Clause 54 makes consequential amendments 

to several enactments to substitute references to the 
Casino Gaming Act with the “Gaming Act” and to sub-
stitute references to the Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission with the “Bermuda Gaming Commission.” 
This clause also repeals regulation 279(1) of the Ca-
sino Regulations (as a consequence of clause 16 of 
the Bill) to remove the ability of the Commission to 
determine an appeal against a decision of the Com-
mission, revises the duration period of self-exclusion 
and compulsory exclusion orders (as a consequence 
of clause 19 of the Bill) and further provides for other 
minor consequential amendments to be made under 
Schedule 2. This clause also permits the Minister to 
make further consequential and related amendments 
to any provision of any other Act or statutory instru-
ment where it appears to be inconsistent with or re-
quires amendment consequently upon or has become 
unnecessary in consequence of the provision of this 
Bill. 

Clause 55 provides for commencement by no-
tice published in the Gazette. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Premier. 
 Any further speakers? 
 Honourable Opposition Leader Simons. 
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Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I just have one comment, 
Mr. Chairman. And I would like to refer the Premier 
and yourself to [clause] 54, the last paragraph [sub-
section (6)], as this is a new industry and an evolving 
industry, I would have thought the regulations would 
have been better served if they were under the affirm-
ative resolution. Can the Premier provide his reason-
ing why he thinks it is best to have the negative reso-
lution for the regulations for this new industry versus 
the affirmative resolution? Those are my only ques-
tions on that section. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Can the Opposition Leader con-
firm the clause to which he is referring? 
 
The Chairman: Fifty-four. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [Clause] 54(6), just before 
the Commencement, page 21. It talks about the nega-
tive resolution. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Oh, absolutely. Just so we are 
aware, this is only for consequential amendments to 
any of these Acts based upon the intent of this. So, if 
there was one thing that might, or may, be in this, it is 
just the changes to any of the regulations of the other 
Acts. It does not permit there to be substantive 
changes to the Act, it is just . . . and I think it is very 
clear. It says, “any other Act or statutory instrument if 
it appears to him that that provision is inconsistent 
with, or requires amendment consequentially upon, or 
has become unnecessary in consequence of, the pro-
visions of this Act.” So, this is specifically referring to 
the Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021. It is not 
referring to the Casino Gaming Act in its entirety.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Any further questions? 
 There appear to be none. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And the only thing else I would 
say is that as industry moves quickly it is very im-
portant that there are any . . . that we are able to be 
flexible. So, we do not want . . . we certainly do not 
want anything to be missed. 
 
The Chairman: Any further questions? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Premier, Minister, do you want to move claus-
es 31 through 55? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 Mr. Chairman, I ask that we move clauses 31 
through . . . sorry. I move that clauses 31 through 55 
be approved as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 31 
through 55 be approved as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 31 through 55, as printed, have been 
approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 31 through 55 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 Sorry, Mr. Chairman, I move that Schedule 1 
and Schedule 2 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedules 1 
and 2 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, MP Pearman, I 
had a question on Schedule 2, please. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, Mr. Pearman. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Honourable Premier, Schedule 2 to the Bill 
appears at page 24. [Paragraph] 1 of Schedule 2 pro-
poses to remove the Casino Gaming (Regulations) 
2018 from the Second Schedule of the Statutory In-
struments Act 1977. I am just curious why it is being 
removed from that Schedule and, additionally, why it 
was put in that Schedule to begin with. I note that the 
Second Schedule to that Act—the 1977 Act—relates 
to the publication or otherwise of regulations and it 
requires an express decision by the Premier. So, per-
haps that is something you could assist us with. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Stand by. I will happily get an 
answer for the Honourable Member. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Chairman: Listening audience, we are just wait-
ing on a reply. We should be . . . stay tuned with us. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, stand by one sec-
ond. I am actually pulling up the Statutory Instruments 
Act as I speak. 
 
The Chairman: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: It is interesting to note, Mr. 
Chairman, that the only Act that is actually listed in the 

http://www.bermudalaws.bm/Laws/Consolidated%20Laws/Statutory%20Instruments%20Act%201977.pdf#:%7E:text=STATUTORY%20INSTRUMENTS%20ACT%201977%20%E2%80%9CSecretary%E2%80%9D%20means%20the%20Secretary,any%20provision%20of%20law%20and%20having%20legislative%20effect.
http://www.bermudalaws.bm/Laws/Consolidated%20Laws/Statutory%20Instruments%20Act%201977.pdf#:%7E:text=STATUTORY%20INSTRUMENTS%20ACT%201977%20%E2%80%9CSecretary%E2%80%9D%20means%20the%20Secretary,any%20provision%20of%20law%20and%20having%20legislative%20effect.
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Second Schedule of the Statutory Instruments Act 
[1977] is this Bill. 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. What I will do, Mr. 
Chairman, as I have been advised that I will have to 
revert for an answer, but what I can also state for the 
. . . yes, the answer is that regulations were very long 
to publish in the newspaper. Now we have e-Gazette 
publications, so it is not a problem.  

So, the Schedule 2 was placed in there to al-
low for matters to be published electronically and not 
necessarily to be published in a newspaper. And so 
that is the reason why that Schedule 2 was added into 
the Statutory Instruments Act [1977] and that is the 
reason why the Casino Gaming Regulations were 
there, because they were very, very, very, very long. 
So, that is the reason why that was inserted by the 
former Government.  

Now that we have the e-Gazette on a univer-
sal basis, there is no need for that specific provision to 
apply, and that is the reason why it has been removed 
from the Schedule 2. Eventually there may be a need 
to just take that provision out of the Statutory Instru-
ments Act 1977 so that allows for Schedule 2, but that 
is why it was inserted into the Statutory Instruments 
Act [1977], just for this particular Act because the reg-
ulations are incredibly long. If they were printed in the 
newspaper, it might be longer than the newspaper 
actually is on a daily basis. 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Pearman, are you— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful, Mr. Chairman, for 
the Premier’s answer. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 Continue, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 
 With that I move that Schedules 1 and 2 be 
approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedules 1 
and 2 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Schedules 1 and 2 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Schedules 1 and 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 

 There appear to be none. 
 The preamble has been approved. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that the Bill be reported 
to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as print-
ed.  
  
[Motion carried: The Gaming (Transfer of Functions) 
Act 2021 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed without amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: I call on the Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 2:26 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
GAMING (TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS) ACT 2021 

 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Members, are there any objections to the Bill 
entitled the Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021 
being reported to the House as printed? 
 There are none. It has been reported as print-
ed. That closes that item. 
 We will now move on to the next item on the 
Order Paper today, which is the second reading of the 
Betting Act 2021, again, in the name of the Premier. 
 Mr. Premier, would you like to present your 
matter now? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sure, Mr. Speaker. 

Thank you and good afternoon to you. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I sincerely hope that you enjoyed 
your lunch. 
 
The Speaker: I am still here. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill 
entitled the Betting Act 2021 be now read for the sec-
ond time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the Bill be-
ing read a second time? 
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 There are none. Continue, Premier. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

BETTING ACT 2021 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it often seems that in jurisdic-
tions like Bermuda we are in a constant state of meet-
ing international obligations to safeguard our core in-
dustries. This is necessary work that is a part and 
parcel of being a leading financial centre. The Bill be-
fore this Honourable House provides for a completely 
separate regulatory regime for the betting sector.  
 Mr. Speaker, the original Betting Act dates 
from 1975 and must be amended to meet the changes 
in national and global circumstances. This Bill will re-
peal and replace the 1975 Act, thereby ensuring that 
the regulation in this industry is commensurate with 
international best practice, embracing standards of 
due diligence and anti-money laundering.  
 Mr. Speaker, these modernisation efforts are 
beneficial for Bermuda, demonstrating to an increas-
ingly aggressive international audience our commit-
ment for a first-rate regulatory framework at all levels.  
 Mr. Speaker, I know that there were questions 
in the last debate asking about the international obli-
gations and this Bill is certainly addressing that. 
 Mr. Speaker, the proposed statutory provi-
sions cover certain key areas. First, there are provi-
sions required for the Commission to perform its core 
function and duty to regulate and supervise compli-
ance, including enforcement. Second, provisions to 
discharge the statutory goals that games should be 
fair and honest, conducted with a high level of integri-
ty, including through the approval of betting equipment 
and betting rules. Third, provisions to mitigate identi-
fied money-laundering and terrorist financing risks 
associated with the sector. These include: tracking 
transactions, keeping a registry of patrons, and keep-
ing statements of accounts. 

Fourth, provisions to promote responsible 
gaming, including the exclusion of minors from prem-
ises, requiring proof of age, and a prohibition on the 
service and consumption of alcohol on betting prem-
ises. 
 And five, provisions which are features of a 
fair and modern regime, including dispute resolution 
and rights of appeal against certain decisions of the 
regulator. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I indicated to this Honourable 
House on the tabling of this Bill, it has been developed 
after wide-ranging consultation with local stakehold-
ers, including all relevant agencies in the anti-money 
laundering and counter terrorist financing framework 
and with current betting operators. 

 Mr. Speaker, the process of change to a sec-
tor in this regard must be appropriately managed and I 
can advise this Honourable House that those licences 
issued by the Betting Authority for the period of 1 April 
2021 through the 31 March 2022 remain in force al-
lowing the Legislature’s enactment of these reforms. 
 Additionally, Mr. Speaker, a phased approach 
has been adapted to the implementation of the vari-
ous measures. While some will come into force imme-
diately, others will not take effect for six months to 
allow operators time to adjust.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill will be supported by 
regulations, which are subject to the affirmative reso-
lution procedure and will, therefore, be made following 
the passage of this Bill in the Legislature. I am 
pleased to advise this Honourable House and the 
public that there will be no increase of fees for the re-
newal of licences, while new entrants to the market 
will be required to pay a fee of $2,500. 
 Mr. Speaker, growth and development is inev-
itably accompanied by change. The change that is 
proposed by this Bill will accrue to the benefit of the 
sector and, more widely, Bermuda in the meeting of 
our international obligations with our international 
tests for anti-money laundering and counter terrorist 
financing. I am, therefore, pleased to commend this 
Bill for the consideration of this Honourable House. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I will be very, very brief. 
 First of all, I would like to start by stating that I 
found the legislation very, very palatable and very 
easy to read. So, I would like to commend the legisla-
tive draft persons for a job well done. 
 In regard to the AML and ATF global protocols 
and their recent NAMLC review, I am comfortable in 
regard to the legislation in that it covers the concerns 
that were raised in the review. And so, basically, I am 
very supportive of the legislation. 
 The other issue that I would like . . . I am de-
lighted to see that, as the Premier said, in this section 
the regulations are affirmative resolution and there will 
be no increase in fees. 

So, on that note, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank the Minister for the legislation and we on the 
Opposition side support the legislation as presented. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
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 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 There are none. 
 Premier. 
 Mr. Premier, we can see you but we cannot 
hear you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: You know, this is 2021, you 
would have figured we would have learned how to 
unmute every single time, right? 
 
The Speaker: Well— 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: —I thought you had an IT background. 
Was that correct? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, IT background 
does not work when you have a lack of sleep, I prom-
ise you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, go ahead. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon-
ourable Opposition Leader for his comments, and I 
am certain that the legislative drafters who are listen-
ing do and will appreciate the comments which he has 
made. It is really . . . it is really difficult work in con-
stantly keeping up with the international obligations. 
And in this Bill we tried to make sure that we meet the 
international obligations while not putting too heavy-
handed of a regulatory burden on our local operators 
here in Bermuda as they certainly are competing with 
a global audience. 
 So, with that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill 
be now committed. 
 
The Speaker: Members, I call on the Deputy Speaker 
to take us into Committee. 
 Deputy Speaker? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 2:33 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

BETTING ACT 2021 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Betting Act 2021. 
 Premier, Minister Burt, you have the floor. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, there are a number of clauses 
in this Bill, actually, 101 of those clauses. And as is 
our legislative process, I will read them through. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to move clauses 1 
through 8. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 Mr. Chairman, Clause 1 is self-explanatory. 

Clause 2 sets out definitions used in the Bill. 
Clause 3 provides that nothing in the Lotteries 

Act 1944 renders unlawful the business of receiving or 
negotiating bets by a betting operator. 

Clause 4 provides that nothing in the Bill ren-
ders unlawful the business . . . sorry. . 

Clause 5 makes it an offence to act as a 
bookmaker or pool betting agent without a betting li-
cence, or for a person to receive or negotiate bets as 
the staff member of a person carrying on the business 
of a bookmaker or pool betting agent without a betting 
licence. The offence is punishable on summary con-
viction with a fine not exceeding $10,000 or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding six months, or to both 
(referred to in this Explanatory Memorandum as “the 
standard penalty”), plus a daily penalty of $500. 

Clause 6 makes it an offence to send pool 
coupons outside Bermuda without a pool betting li-
cence. The offence is punishable on summary convic-
tion with the standard penalty. 

Clause 7 defines “associate” for the purposes 
of the Bill. 

Clause 8 provides that the fact that a contract 
relates to betting with a betting operator shall not pre-
vent its enforcement. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any further speakers? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 No further speakers. 

Mr. Premier, would you like to move clauses 1 
through 8? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. I would move that 
clauses 1 through 8 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 8 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 1 through 8 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 8 passed.] 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/4a533ddfbbbf915806066f36a6c166ba.pdf


1388 7 May 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will 
move the next part of the Bill, which are clauses 9 
through 20. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 

Clause 9 empowers the Commission to grant 
an applicant a “bookmaker’s licence” for a single 
specified premises. This allows the holder of the li-
cence, in accordance with the Bill and with the terms 
and conditions of the licence, to provide a bookmaker 
service to patrons on the premises and, subject to 
clause 21, to provide the approved bookmaker service 
to patrons on event premises in accordance with an 
event permit. 

Clause 10 empowers the Commission to grant 
an applicant a “restricted bookmaker’s licence” in rela-
tion to a single specified premises. This allows the 
holder of the licence, in accordance with the Bill and 
with the terms and conditions of the licence, to provide 
a bookmaker service to patrons on the premises re-
stricted to fixed odds betting on the results of a foot-
ball match or cricket match. 

Clause 11 empowers the Commission to grant 
an applicant a “pool betting agent’s licence” in relation 
to a single specified premises. This allows the holder 
of the licence, in accordance with the Bill and with the 
terms and conditions of the licence, to receive or ne-
gotiate pool bets with patrons and effect any transac-
tion of pool betting, where the promoter of the pool 
betting is based outside Bermuda. 

Clause 12 requires an application for grant or 
renewal of a betting licence to be made to the Com-
mission by the person who will be responsible for 
providing the betting activities on the premises and 
will supervise and manage those activities. Where that 
person is not the owner of the premises, the approval 
of the owner is also required. By submitting an appli-
cation for a betting licence, the applicant consents to 
an investigation. The Commission must gazette the 
notice of application, and the following persons are 
entitled to object to the grant of a licence in relation to 
particular premises: the Commissioner of Police; the 
Corporations of Hamilton and St George’s where the 
premises are in the municipal area; the owner or oc-
cupier of any property situated within 300 metres of 
the premises; and any person ordinarily resident in the 
relevant parish. 

Clause 13 provides that the application fee for 
a new licence and for renewal of a licence shall be as 
prescribed, and sets out requirement relating to the 
timing of licence applications. 

Clause 14 requires the Commission, before 
granting a betting licence, to be satisfied as to: the 
suitability of the applicant and any associates; the ad-
equacy of the corporate structure if the operation will 
be conducted by a company; that there are adequate 
financial resources to ensure the financial viability of 

the proposed betting operation; and that the applicant 
has sufficient business experience and ability to es-
tablish and maintain a successful betting operation. 

Clause 15 requires the Commission, before 
granting a betting licence, to assess: the effect on the 
public welfare; the suitability of the premises and the 
location; and any objections lodged with the Commis-
sion and the extent to which they can be satisfactorily 
dealt with by limitations or conditions on the licence. 

Clause 16 requires the Commission to provide 
a copy of every application to the Commissioner of 
Police, and to carry out all such investigations and 
inquiries as it considers necessary to enable it to con-
sider the application properly. This may include public 
meetings and the receipt of evidence under oath, and 
investigations by third parties resulting in the provision 
of information or documentation to the Commission. 

Clause 17 empowers the Commission to re-
quire an applicant for a betting licence or a relevant 
associate to provide further information, and if it is not 
provided the Commission may refuse to consider the 
application. 

Clause 18 requires an applicant to update any 
information given in an application before the grant or 
refusal of the licence. Failure to do so is an offence 
punishable on summary conviction with a fine not ex-
ceeding $10,000. 

Clause 19 sets out the procedure for the grant 
or refusal of a betting licence, and provides that a li-
cence may be granted subject to such conditions as 
the Commission thinks sees fit. 

Clause 20 provides for an annual fee for a 
betting licence. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Premier. 
 Are there any further speakers on clauses 9 
through 20? 
 There appear to be none. Mr. Premier, do you 
want to move clauses 9 through 20? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, I move that claus-
es 9 through 20 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 9 
through 20 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 9 through 20 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 9 through 20 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will 
move the next part, which is clauses 22 through 27. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am sorry, 21 through 27. 
 Clause 21 is a regulation-making power to 
prescribe the circumstances in which the Commission 
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may, on application by the holder of a bookmaker’s 
licence grant an “event permit” relating to specified 
event premises (including any ship or boat, et cetera), 
allowing approved bookmaker services for a specified 
period of up to 72 hours subject to specified condi-
tions. 

Clause 22 provides for regulations to pre-
scribe the standard conditions that will apply to all bet-
ting licences of a specified class, subject to modifica-
tion by the Commission for a particular licence follow-
ing its investigation and assessment. 

Clause 23 provides for amendments of the 
conditions of a betting licence, or the boundaries of 
the premises to which it applies. 

Clause 24 prohibits the holder of a betting li-
cence from mortgaging, charging or otherwise en-
cumbering it, except with the prior approval in writing 
of the Commission. It also prohibits the transfer of a 
betting licence except by way of application for a new 
licence. 

Clause 25 specifies that it is a condition of a 
bookmaker’s licence, a restricted bookmaker’s licence 
and a pool betting agent’s licence that the holder must 
lodge with the Commission an acceptable guarantee 
in the statutory amount for the due performance of the 
licence holder’s obligations. The clause also sets out 
what is an acceptable guarantee, provides for a guar-
antee to be replaced in certain circumstances, and 
clarifies that a guarantee is enforceable at law not-
withstanding that the obligations in respect of which 
the security is given arise from gaming transactions. 
The statutory amount is $100,000 which can be 
amended by order. This amount can be provided only 
by one guarantee of the full amount or two guarantees 
of equal amounts of $50,000. 

Clause 26 prohibits the Commission from 
granting a betting licence to a person who already 
holds a betting licence or a casino licence (under the 
Gaming Act 2014), except in the specified circum-
stances. 

Clause 27 allows the holder of a betting li-
cence to surrender it by giving notice in writing to the 
Commission; such surrender will take effect on the 
date agreed by the Commission. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Are there any speakers to clauses 21 through 
27? 
 There appear to be none. Mr. Premier, do you 
want to move clauses 21 through 27? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Chairman, yes. 
 
The Chairman: I am sorry, Opposition Leader Si-
mons. 
 Continue. 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to direct the 
Premier to clause 24 “Encumbrance or transfer of a 
betting licence.” 
 So, just for the public’s clarity, are we saying 
that the licence cannot be used— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sorry, point of information. You 
said clause . . . 
 
The Chairman: Twenty-four. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Clause 24. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Got it. Apologies. I went to page 
24 so I was a little bit lost. Clause 24, go ahead. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, “Encumbrance.” So, 
are we saying that the holder of a betting licence can-
not use that licence as collateral for any loan unless 
approved by the Commission? I just want to be sure. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mm-hmm. That is my reading of 
that clause. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. The second one is 
. . . I take you to “Guarantees” and [subsection] (7) 
under Guarantees, the $100,000 guarantee. Does the 
Commission require— 
 
The Chairman: Clause 25(7)? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Clause 25(7). Yes, that is 
correct. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, right. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Does the commissioner 
require collateral to be held for the guarantee? And if 
collateral is required for the guarantee, does the 
commissioner hold that collateral? 
 And those are my two questions, thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, can I reply? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, please. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, [clause] 25 in regard to the 
guarantees, I think that it sets out clearly all the vari-
ous things which are acceptable for a guarantee. And 
so, the guarantee has to be issued by an institution, 
equal shares, et cetera, so I am not entirely certain 
that the Commission is the one that his holding any 
form of collateral, et cetera. The guarantee has to be 
set up and issued under the provisions of the previous 
clauses . . . I am sorry, of the conditions that are in 
that particular section of the new Act. 
 
The Chairman: Any further questions? 
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 No further questions? 
 Premier, do you want to move— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that clauses 21 through 27 be ap-
proved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 21 
through 27 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 21 through 27 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 21 through 27 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will say before I move on to the 
next clauses, for the edification of the Honourable 
Opposition Leader, there is no change in policy from 
the back Act in 1975 in regard to the guarantee provi-
sions. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, I will ask that be-
cause Part 4 is incredibly lengthy I will split it into two 
parts. And I will ask to move clauses 28 through 47. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Clause 28 requires a betting operator to es-
tablish, document and implement a system of internal 
controls designed to ensure that the betting operator 
complies with the requirements of the Bill, and any 
applicable regulations and directions. 

Clause 29 requires a betting operator to main-
tain currency transaction reports for anti-money laun-
dering purposes if a patron provides to or removes 
from the betting premises an amount of $1,000 or 
more, whether in a single transaction or a series of 
related transactions over a 24-hour period. Such re-
ports are to be disclosed to the Financial Intelligence 
Agency. 

Clause 30 requires a betting operator to keep 
accounting records that correctly record and explain 
the transactions and financial position of the opera-
tions of the betting operation, and which will enable 
true and fair financial statements and accounts to be 
prepared from time to time and the financial state-
ments and accounts to be properly audited. 

Clause 31 requires a betting operator to pre-
pare financial statements and accounts not later than 
three months after the end of its financial year. 

Clause 32 requires a betting operator to keep 
all records relating to the betting operation in an ap-
proved manner for not less than seven years, or such 

shorter period as the Commission may allow, and to 
make such records available for inspection. 

Clause 33 requires a betting operator to keep 
and maintain accounts, as approved by the Commis-
sion, at a licensed deposit-taking business for use for 
all banking transactions relating to the betting opera-
tor. 

Clause 34 requires a betting operator to con-
duct betting operations in accordance with a set of 
betting rules approved by the Commission for use by 
the betting operator. The Commission may publish the 
approved rules on its official website. 

Clause 35 prohibits a betting operator from 
using relevant equipment in relation to betting unless 
it is approved by the Commission. 

Clause 36 requires a betting operator to dis-
play a notice informing patrons where a copy of the 
approved rules for betting may be inspected, and to 
display the advice or information concerning those 
rules, the mode of payment of winning wagers and the 
pay-out odds of each winning wager. 

Clause 37 provides for a betting operator to 
establish a register of patrons whose identity has 
been verified by the betting operator. The betting op-
erator shall not register a person unless he appears in 
person at the betting premises, and the betting opera-
tor is satisfied as to the identity of the person (estab-
lished by photographic ID) and is satisfied that the 
person is not a minor or an excluded person. The 
clause sets out circumstances in which a betting op-
erator must remove a patron from the register. Failure 
to comply with this section is an offence punishable on 
summary conviction with the standard penalty. 

Clause 38 prohibits a betting operator from 
accepting a significant bet from a person other than a 
registered patron. “Significant bet” is defined as a bet 
or series of linked bets by a patron in which the pa-
tron’s possible winnings is $1,000 or more. Failure to 
comply with this section is an offence punishable on 
summary conviction with the standard penalty. 

Clause 39 allows a betting operator to provide 
a registered patron who is resident in Bermuda with a 
customer account held to the credit of the patron for 
the purposes of betting with the betting operator. 

Clause 40 requires a customer account to be 
operated in the prescribed manner. 

Clause 41 prohibits a betting operator from 
accepting a wager made otherwise than by means of 
money, from lending or extending any form of credit, 
and from providing a facility for a patron to pay for 
bets in advance other than by means of a customer 
account for registered patrons. 

Clause 42 prohibits a betting operator from 
providing or allowing an automatic teller machine with-
in the boundaries of the betting premises. 

Clause 43 sets out the procedure when a bet-
ting operator has decided to permanently cease oper-
ations of the entire business authorised by its licence, 
whether by sale of the business or otherwise. Subsec-
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tion (3) (payment of sums, financial report, et cetera) 
also applies when a licence is suspended or revoked. 

Clause 44 prohibits a betting operator from 
selling, serving, or allowing a person to consume in-
toxicating liquor on the betting premises. Failure to 
comply with this section is an offence punishable on 
summary conviction with the standard penalty. 

Clause 45 allows a betting operator, or his 
staff member, to refuse to admit to, or to expel from, 
the betting premises any person who appears to be 
intoxicated by alcohol or a drug, or who is acting in a 
disorderly manner or whose presence on the betting 
premises would subject the operator to a statutory 
penalty. If a person fails to leave when requested, he 
commits an offence and is liable on summary convic-
tion to the standard penalty. A police officer may use 
such force as may be required to help to expel such a 
person from the betting premises. 

Clause 46 requires a betting operator to take 
all appropriate steps to ensure that certain acts are 
not committed by its staff members, patrons or other 
persons within the betting premises including: illegal 
gaming, unlicensed moneylending, drunken, disorder-
ly or riotous behaviour, drug offences, soliciting, seri-
ous arrestable offences, or any behaviour likely to 
bring the betting operator, the Commission or Bermu-
da into disrepute. 

Clause 47 provides for regulations to prohibit 
a staff member of a betting operator, a class of such 
staff members, or a prescribed member of the family 
of such a staff member, from betting with the betting 
operator. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Are there any further speakers?  

Questions? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: None from this side. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. Thank you. 
 Mr. Premier, do you want to move clauses 48 
to—28 through 47? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that clauses 28 through 47 be ap-
proved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 28 
through 47 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 28 through 47 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 28 through 47 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I would like to now move the second part of 
Part 4, which would be clauses 48 through 70. 
 

The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Clause 48 defines “acceptable proof of age” 
for purposes of Chapter 4 (clauses 48 through 55). 
“Minor” is defined in clause 2 to mean a person who is 
under 18 years of age. 

Clause 49 makes it an offence for a minor to 
enter or remain on betting premises or take part in 
betting remotely with a betting operator. 

Clause 50 provides that a betting operator 
shall not permit a minor to enter or remain on a betting 
premise and requires a betting operator to immediate-
ly remove any minor from betting premises using no 
more force than is reasonably necessary. It is a de-
fence to disciplinary action under this clause if the bet-
ting operator took all reasonable steps, including re-
quiring production of valid documentary proof of age, 
in order to determine the person’s age and reasonably 
believed the person was not a minor. 

Clause 51 provides that if a betting operator 
or a staff member is aware that a person who appears 
to be a minor is attempting to enter the betting prem-
ises, he must refuse the person entry unless accepta-
ble proof of age is produced. 

Clause 52 provides for proof of age where a 
person who appears to be a minor is on a betting 
premises. Failure to comply is an offence. 

Clause 53 creates an offence if a minor uses 
any false evidence purporting to be evidence of his 
age in order to obtain entry to or remain on a betting 
premises. 

Clause 54 provides that the Commission may, 
by written direction given to a betting operator, require 
notices to be displayed within the betting premises 
with respect to the exclusion of persons under the age 
of 18 years. 

Clause 55 provides a penalty of a fine not ex-
ceeding $10,000 for offences under Chapter 4, but 
any minor committing an offence will be dealt with in 
accordance with the Young Offenders Act 1950. 

Clause 56 provides that a person enters and 
remains on any betting premises only by the licence of 
the betting operator, and may be refused entry unless 
he shows valid documentary evidence confirming his 
age. 

Clause 57 empowers a police officer to enter 
betting premises, as provided. 

Clause 58 provides for regulations to govern 
the procedure for making, varying and revoking exclu-
sion orders relating to the whole or part of betting 
premises. Regulations may make provision for the 
application of Part 10 of the Gaming Act 2014 (Prob-
lem Gaming Council and family exclusion orders) to 
betting. 

Clause 59 relates to self-exclusion orders 
made by a betting operator or the Commission at the 
request of a person. 
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Clause 60 relates to compulsory-exclusion or-
ders made by a betting operator or the Commission. 

Clause 61 provides that exclusion orders may 
be made for an indefinite duration but may not be 
made for a period of less than six months. 

Clause 62 empowers the Commission to 
make an order affirming, varying or revoking an exclu-
sion order at any time of its own volition or on an ap-
plication by the betting operator or the excluded per-
son. 

Clause 63 provides for the maintenance of 
lists of excluded persons by betting operators and by 
the Commission. Such information is to be treated as 
confidential and disclosed only for the purposes of the 
Bill; unlawful disclosure is an offence punishable on 
summary conviction with the standard penalty. 

Clause 64 prohibits excluded persons from 
entering betting premises to which the exclusion order 
applies or taking part in betting with a betting operator 
to which the exclusion order applies. Failure to comply 
by a person subject to a compulsory exclusion order is 
an offence punishable on summary conviction with the 
standard penalty. 

Clause 65 provides that a betting operator 
shall not, without reasonable excuse, permit an ex-
cluded person to enter or remain on the betting prem-
ises or take part in betting. 

Clause 66 requires a person in charge of bet-
ting premises or an authorised staff member to notify 
an inspector and provide reasonable assistance to the 
inspector if an excluded person is about to enter or is 
on betting premises. 

Clause 67 sets out the procedure where a 
betting operator and patron are unable to resolve a 
dispute about alleged winnings or losses, or the man-
ner in which betting is conducted. If the amount in dis-
pute is not less than $500 an inspector must be noti-
fied, and shall conduct such investigations as he 
thinks necessary to determine whether payment 
should be made. 

Clause 68 allows any party aggrieved by the 
decision of an inspector to apply to the Commission 
for review, and the Commission may confirm, vary or 
reverse the inspector’s decision and notify the parties 
in writing. 

Clause 69 requires payment within 30 days of 
the inspector’s or Commission’s decision, or the deci-
sion of the Magistrates’ Court following an appeal. 

Clause 70 allows a person aggrieved by a de-
cision made against him by the commission to appeal 
to the Magistrates’ Court. 
  
The Chairman: Thank you, Premier. (I am just trying 
to get back on, I do not know what is happening here. 
Oh boy, how does this thing go? Ah!) 
 Any further speakers to clauses 48 through 
70? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Not on this side, sir. 

The Chairman: Nothing? Okay. 
 Premier, do you want to move clauses 48 
through 70? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that clauses 48 through 
70 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 48 
through 70 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 48 through 70 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 48 through 70 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that clauses 71 through 
80 in Part 5 . . . I would like to move clauses 71 
through 80. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 Clause 71 empowers the Commission to give 
a betting operator a written direction that relates to the 
conduct, supervision or control of betting operations, 
and requires the betting operator to comply with the 
direction. 

Clause 72 requires a betting operator or as-
sociate to provide information to the Commission 
when required to do so by notice in writing. Failure to 
comply is an offence punishable on summary convic-
tion with the standard penalty. 

Clause 73 makes provision relating to ap-
proval of the Commission and requiring notification 
when there is a major or minor change (as defined) in 
the situation of a betting operator. 

Clause 74 requires a betting operator to notify 
the Commission when there is a change in the situa-
tion in relation to an associate of the operator. 

Clause 75 relates to the ongoing monitoring of 
associates by the Commission. 

Clause 76 empowers an inspector to enter 
and remain on any betting premises for the purposes 
of exercising his functions under the Bill, on provision 
of his identification card. 

Clause 77 sets out the powers of inspectors. 
Clause 78 authorises an inspector to adminis-

ter oaths and require information to be provided on 
oath. 

Clause 79 authorises an inspector who is ex-
ercising a power of entry under clause 76 to require a 
person to state his full name and residential address if 
he suspects on reasonable grounds that an offence 
has been or is being committed. If a person refuses to 
comply, or gives information which the inspector be-
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lieves is false, the inspector may detain the person 
and must notify the police. Failure to comply with an 
inspector’s requirement is an offence punishable on 
summary conviction with the standard penalty. 

Clause 80 empowers an inspector to seize 
and retain for a period not exceeding 30 days any ar-
ticle or thing relating to betting, the use or possession 
of which is unlawful, and sets out the procedure for 
application to court for forfeiture. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Are there any speakers to clauses 71 through 
80? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [Clause] 78, “Inspector may 
require information on oath.” Can the Premier give us 
an example when an inspector will be required to ad-
minister an oath? 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: One second, Mr. Chairman, let 
me try and get to that. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: That is page 39, clause 78, 
at the top.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, I think it is in sub-
section (2) of that, it says, “An inspector may require 
any information submitted pursuant to this Act to be 
provided on oath.” So, if someone had to provide a 
financial statement, a statement of account, a state-
ment of something that would have happened, it says 
the “inspector may require any information submitted 
pursuant to this Act to be provided on oath.” 
 
The Chairman: Anything further, Opposition Leader 
Simons? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: You can proceed. I am not 
100 per cent clear, but I will talk to my legal beavers. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: You may proceed. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 Mr. Premier, do you want to move clauses 71 
through 80? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that clauses 71 through 80 be ap-
proved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 71 
through 80 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 

 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 71 through 80 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 71 through 80 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I will move for Parts 6 and 7. So, I will move 
clauses 81 through 95. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Clause 81 sets out the procedure for the 
Commission to take appropriate disciplinary action as 
specified against a betting operator. Disciplinary ac-
tion includes a letter of censure, variation of licence 
conditions, a financial penalty, and suspension or rev-
ocation of a betting licence. 

Clause 82 sets out the grounds for disciplinary 
action which include any failure to comply with the Bill, 
regulations, licence conditions, internal controls or a 
direction by the Commission. 

Clause 83 allows the Commission to suspend 
a betting licence where it has been informed of cir-
cumstances that could make it appropriate for discipli-
nary action to be commenced against a betting opera-
tor, and the Commission reasonably believes that it is 
necessary and proportionate to suspend the betting 
licence in order to prevent any threat to the security of 
the public or of betting in Bermuda. 

Clause 84 sets a limit of $10,000 for a finan-
cial penalty imposed by the Commission for each 
ground of disciplinary action proved against a betting 
operator. 

Clause 85 is a regulation-making power for 
the procedure to be followed for disciplinary action 
against a betting operator. 

Clause 86 provides that the holder of a betting 
licence who is aggrieved by any decision regarding 
the licence, and a person whose application for a bet-
ting licence is refused under clause 19, may appeal 
that decision to the Magistrates’ Court. 

Clause 87 creates offences of cheating at bet-
ting, punishable on summary conviction with the 
standard penalty. It also includes powers of search of 
a person if a police officer or an inspector believes on 
reasonable grounds that the person has committed an 
offence. 

Clause 88 creates an offence of impersonat-
ing an inspector, punishable on summary conviction 
with the standard penalty. 

Clause 89 creates an offence of entering bet-
ting premises on false pretences, or using false ID, 
punishable on summary conviction with the standard 
penalty. 

Clause 90 creates an offence of refusing to 
produce equipment for inspection and failing to pro-
vide information, punishable on summary conviction 
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with a fine not exceeding $50,000 or imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding two years, or both. 

Clause 91 creates an offence of destroying or 
falsifying documents, punishable on summary convic-
tion with a fine not exceeding $50,000 or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding two years, or both. 

Clause 92 creates an offence of providing 
false or misleading information, punishable on sum-
mary conviction with a fine not exceeding $50,000 or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or 
both. 

Clause 93 creates an offence of obstructing 
an officer of the Commission or an inspector in the 
discharge of his duties under the Bill, punishable on 
summary conviction with a fine not exceeding $50,000 
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, 
or both. 

Clause 94 provides that summary proceed-
ings for an offence under the Bill may be commenced 
within three years of the commission of the offence. 

Clause 95 is a standard provision relating to 
offences by bodies corporate. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Are there any speakers to clauses 81 through 
95? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: You may proceed. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Premier, do you want 
to move clauses 81 through 95? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that clauses 81 through 95 be ap-
proved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 81 
through 95 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 81 through 95 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 81 through 95 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I would like to move clauses 96 through 101. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 
 Clause 96 is a general regulation-making 
power. It provides for regulations and orders made 
under the Bill by the Minister to be made subject to 
the negative resolution procedure, expect for regula-
tions prescribing fees which are to be made subject to 
the affirmative resolution procedure. 

Clause 97 enables the Commission to issue 
codes, standards of performance or specifications 

applicable to betting operations, and provides that the 
codes may set out conditions to attach to licences.  

Clause 98 provides for the consequential 
amendments set out in the Schedule to have effect.  

Clause 99 repeals the Betting Act 1975 and 
revokes the Betting (Amount of Guarantee) Regula-
tions 1975. 

Clause 100 makes transitional provision. 
Clause 101 provides for commencement. 

 
The Chairman: Are there any speakers to clauses 96 
through 101? 
 Opposition Leader, none? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: You may proceed. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Opposition 
Leader Simons. 
 Mr. Premier, do you want to move clauses 96 
through 101? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that clauses 96 through 101 be ap-
proved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 96 
through 101 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 96 through 101 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 96 through 101 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, there is a minor Schedule, 
which just contains some consequential amendments. 
I move that the Schedule be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Schedule 
be approved. Are there any objections to that? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: None at all, thank you. 
 
The Chairman: There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Schedule passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. I move that the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. The Bill will be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Betting Act 2021 was considered 
by a Committee of the whole House and passed with-
out amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Premier. Thank you, 
Opposition Leader Cole Simons. 
 Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 3:10 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

BETTING ACT 2021 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Members, are there any objections to the Bill 
entitled the Betting Act 2021 being reported to the 
House as printed? 
 There are none. It has been reported and re-
ceived. 

That now brings that matter to a close and we 
move on to our next item. Mr. Premier, it looks like you 
again, I believe. 

This time, Members, it is consideration of Bet-
ting Fees Regulations 2021. 

Mr. Premier. 
 

DRAFT REGULATIONS 
 

BETTING FEES REGULATIONS 2021 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that consideration be 
given to the Draft Regulations entitled the Betting 
Fees Regulations 2021 proposed to be made by the 
Minister responsible for gaming in exercise of the 
power conferred by section 96 of the Betting Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, section 96 of the Betting Act 
2021 now being approved in this Honourable House 
confers the power to make regulations on the Minister 

responsible for gaming. The Betting Fees Regulations 
2021 are proposed to be made pursuant to that sec-
tion and are now before this Honourable House. 
These regulations provide the framework for the re-
covery of costs of the Commission in performing any 
service or conducting any investigation in support of 
the grant or renewal of any licence proposed to be 
granted or renewed under the principal Act. 
 Honourable Members will note that the regula-
tions permit the Commission to recover costs incurred 
via third party or travel costs as required in the con-
duct of any investigation. The regime prescribed by 
the regulations is a transparent one, which requires 
the Commission to set out the costs incurred and to 
recover or refund such amounts not covered by any 
deposit paid by an applicant. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are standard clauses to 
protect the Commission and the applicant in the col-
lection of fees, giving the Commission the ability to 
take into consideration the subjective aspects of any 
instance of non-payment. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I indicated to the House dur-
ing the debate on the principal Act, the licence renew-
al fee for those current licence holders is unchanged. 
The fees set out include a $2,500 new entrant sum 
that is bundled into the fee structure. This is seen in 
the Schedule of Fees at items 1 and 9. Recognising 
the administrative requirements, the Fee Schedule 
also adds a late application fee, a new event permit 
fee, as well as a new boundary change application fee 
that would involve a physical inspection of premises 
for compliance. 
 Mr. Speaker, this fee structure matches the 
modernised Act in the suite of services now to be pro-
vided by the Commission in support of the betting in-
dustry and I commend them for the approval of this 
Honourable House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I will be very, very brief. 
The Opposition has reviewed the regulations and are 
supportive of them. So, we have nothing further to add 
at this point. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, with that I move that the said 
Draft Regulations be approved and that a suitable 
message be sent to Her Excellency the Governor. 
 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/8667a19ea40047c07e92f7e1ea7db00d.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/8667a19ea40047c07e92f7e1ea7db00d.pdf
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The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 The said document will be sent to the Gover-
nor. That brings that matter to a close. 
 
[Motion carried: Draft Regulations entitled Betting 
Fees Regulations 2021 were considered by the House 
and approved.] 
 
The Speaker: We are now moving on to the [Order] 
No. 4, which is the second and third reading of the 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amend-
ment Act 2021 in the name of the Attorney General. 
 Madam Attorney General? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amend-
ment Act 2021 be now read a second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Continue. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE (FEE REDUCTION) 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to table in this Honourable House for debate 
the Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary 
Amendment Act 2021. 
 Mr. Speaker, Members are aware of the glob-
al devastation of the COVID-19 pandemic around the 
world which reached our shores just over one year 
ago in March 2020.  
 Since then, Mr. Speaker, Bermuda, like eve-
rywhere else, has been contending with the multiple 
challenges posed by having to close our Island in var-
ying degrees to prevent the spread of this frightful vi-
rus. The challenge of mitigating the need to implement 
measures restricting our movements, versus the need 
to promote stimulation to the economy in such ad-
verse circumstances has been met with mixed re-
sponses. 
 Mr. Speaker, the economic toll of the pandem-
ic is far-reaching and has impacted every family, insti-
tution and business in Bermuda. Our hospitality indus-
try, one of the pillars of our economy, has been par-
ticularly hard hit. One of the mainstays of that sector, 
including restaurants, is the serving of alcohol. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members may recall 
the Liquor Licence Amendment Act 2019, which was 
enacted to substantially modernise the liquor licensing 
regime. That legislative exercise was a testament to 

this government’s efforts to bolster the sector. The 
reforms ranged from restructuring the Liquor Licens-
ing Authority to creating new types of permits and li-
cences and updating fees and fines for the liquor li-
censing regime. We have been experiencing success 
as a result of those changes. This more efficient li-
censing regime has resulted in more expeditious pro-
cessing of applications and greater opportunity to ob-
tain licences. Then along came the 2020 pandemic, 
which altered every economic infrastructure on the 
Island.  
 Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, bars and res-
taurants are some of our most common intimate pub-
lic gathering spaces. As such, they are particularly 
predisposed as places where persons may be likely to 
unwittingly transmit the virus. Therefore, Govern-
ment’s efforts to contain the spread of the virus in-
cluded a focus on imposing necessary restrictions 
upon these licensed premises.  
 Mr. Speaker, this entails not only varying de-
grees of restrictions on hours of operation, but also 
limitations on the number of persons who are permit-
ted in the licensed premises at any given time. As is to 
be expected, these measures affect not only the prof-
its of bar and restaurant owners, but also the number 
of hours of work for their employees. The obvious out-
come, Mr. Speaker, is that the COVID-19 virus, and 
not market forces, became the dominant factor as to 
the bottom line of these businesses. Unfortunately, we 
recently experienced an upward trend in the number 
of active cases, resulting in a return to measures that 
previously proved to be effective at curbing those 
numbers and preventing proliferation of the spread of 
the virus. This, unfortunately, has resulted in another 
vicious blow to an already battered hospitality indus-
try. 
 Mr. Speaker, the measures in this Bill are es-
sentially straightforward as to their policy objective. 
They reflect the priority placed on ensuring that local 
businesses are given a fighting chance to weather the 
storm of this pandemic. They also reflect this govern-
ment’s responsiveness to concerns of workers and 
customers towards economic recovery. 
 Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, to achieve the fore-
going, the Bill amends the Liquor Licensing Act for the 
reduction by one-half of the liquor licence fee for: a 
Licence (B), a Hotel Licence, a Restaurant Licence, a 
Night Club Licence, a Proprietary Club Licence, a 
Members’ Club Licence and a Tour Boat Licence. Fur-
ther, provision is made for the Bill to expire after a 
one-year period from the day it comes into operation. 
It also gives the Minister responsible for liquor licens-
ing the power to make an order before the expiration 
of the Bill, subject to the affirmative resolution proce-
dure, to extend the Bill for an additional period should 
an extension be necessary. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is anticipated that these 
measures presented in the Bill will contribute to the 
revitalisation of Bermuda’s economy. They also pre-
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suppose that, if necessary, they could be augmented 
as stated or prolonged. Either way, it is anticipated 
that they will be welcomed by the business community 
and ultimately by the public for the overall impact they 
will have on the viability of this sector. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing I take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the members of the Liquor Licensing 
Authority for their tireless work to ensure the viability 
of our liquor licensing regime. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Attorney General. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I thank the Honourable and Learned Attorney 
General for her presentation this afternoon in respect 
of the Liquor Licensing (Fee Reduction) Temporary 
Amendment Act 2021. I declare my interest. I am an 
investor in a small restaurant which had a liquor li-
cence. I say “had” in the past tense because, unfortu-
nately, like so many of our businesses, it is currently 
closed. 
 For the benefit of the listening audience, the 
Learned Attorney General invited the Opposition to 
deal with this Bill altogether today in three readings. 
What that means is, rather than subjecting the legisla-
tion to careful scrutiny, to discussion, to consultation, 
we have agreed with the Government’s suggestion 
that it all happen today, all in one go. One might ask 
why. The answer to why is because Bermuda is 
struggling and Bermuda’s economy is struggling. And 
we—the Opposition—wish to support the Government 
and, indeed, we will support any sound ideas to get 
Bermuda’s economy going and to get Bermudian 
workers back on their feet.  

And so, while we would normally resist—and, 
indeed, any sensible Opposition would resist—
allowing a Bill to go through Parliament so quickly, we 
are doing this because we do support the Bill. And we 
support it because it will give relief—albeit small relief, 
but relief nonetheless—to those who often will have 
closed premises or premises that have been closing 
and opening and closing and opening with each set of 
regulations, who have had to potentially lay-off or fur-
lough workers who have had, hopefully, continued 
health insurance payments for those workers. So, it is 
not a pretty sight. And, therefore, we do support and I 
was pleased to support the Attorney General’s re-
quest that this be dealt with expeditiously all in one 
day. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill illustrates the reality of 
the situation on the ground, which is that we must get 

safely back to work. There has been a lot of discus-
sion about a fiscal cliff. I still do not understand why it 
is people talk about a fiscal cliff that we are about to 
go over. In my view, we went over the fiscal cliff a long 
time ago. 
 Mr. Speaker, turning to the Bill itself, as I said, 
the Opposition is pleased to support this Bill. I would 
just like to talk about the Bill a little bit. It is not a long 
Bill at all and, in effect, what it does is reduce the an-
nual licences for various businesses that need to ap-
ply for a liquor licence by one-half, by 50 per cent. So, 
for example, the Bill deals with Hotel Licences, Res-
taurant Licences, Night Club Licences, Proprietary 
Club Licences, et cetera. I would observe, and I would 
invite the Attorney General to consider this should she 
wish, whether this Bill should go further. Because 
what it does not do at the moment is reduce the li-
cences for retail premises. By retail premises I mean 
those who hold a Licence (A), as provided for by the 
primary Act, the Liquor Licence Act and that would 
include premises that do takeaway sales. By way of 
example . . . and I may not be correct in every exam-
ple, but something like gas stations, liquor stores, 
wine shops, corner shops, and the likes.  
 And so, we would invite the Attorney General 
to consider whether or not A-class licences should 
also be included in the reduction. Nonetheless, we are 
very pleased to see the reductions that are being pro-
vided under the Licence (B) categories, as I say, for 
hotels, restaurants, et cetera.  
 In addition, it is pleasing to see that our tour 
boat operators—our local Bermudian tour boat opera-
tors—are going to have a reduction of 50 per cent to 
their licences. It was extremely unfortunate how that 
particular industry and industry segment has been hit. 
And I know that many among them were very sad that 
they were not able to get out and make a living during 
the SaleGP period. So, hopefully, this will come as a 
small silver lining to them, although it is really perhaps 
negligible. 
 So, with the specific question to the Attorney 
General as to what view she takes as to whether or 
not this could be extended to Licence (A) holders, re-
tailers, as well. I would just repeat that the Opposition 
supports this Bill and supports that it be dealt with by 
this Honourable House expeditiously to try to bring 
relief to those much in need. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and my thanks to the 
Honourable and Learned Attorney General. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Pearman. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, please, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
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 As was said by my colleague, the Shadow 
Attorney General, we are very supportive of this legis-
lation. I just have a few brief issues that I would invite 
the Minister to entertain. 
 I have been petitioned by a number of tour 
boat operators and a number of nightclub owners and 
they are very, very appreciative of the 50 per cent dis-
count that has been presented by Government today. 
And they were wondering if we could make this retro-
active back to March of last year when the Island was 
shut down by COVID-19. And so, would the Minister 
entertain basically making this retroactive to March of 
last year when COVID-19 first hit the Island? Because 
a lot of the tour boat operators have been out of busi-
ness since then. So, that is something that I would like 
for the Minister to entertain on behalf of the tour boat 
operators. 
 The other issue that I would like to speak to is 
the Members’ Club Licence. The Members’ Club Li-
cence is an interesting one. And I say interesting be-
cause the Members’ Club can go from Warwick Club, 
Rangers Club, PHC, Hamilton Parish, St. George’s 
Cricket Club, the Yacht Club, the Dinghy Club and the 
Mid Ocean Club. 

And I am raising this because these member-
ship clubs are basically supported by locals. And one 
would wonder whether they would have the same 
challenges as the tourist stakeholders—the hotels and 
the tour boat licences—because they have a captured 
Bermudian membership base that will probably sus-
tain these premises, these Members’ Club premises, 
all year round because most of the members are 
Bermudian.  

One of the restauranteurs and one of the tour 
boat operators said, you know, Where is the equity? in 
that the Members’ Clubs have sustained income be-
cause most of their members are Bermudians and yet 
the tourism establishments are challenged. And they 
wonder why . . . they wonder whether that fee can be 
revisited because of their sustained membership and 
their local captive audience, which should not vary 
much too much . . . very much at all because the 
membership is stagnant, and they are Bermudians 
and they are here and living here and so their busi-
nesses may continue. That was the one question that 
I was asked. 

The other issue is, if we are issuing liquor li-
cences to all the tourism establishments, and the li-
censed tour boat operators have the same timeframes 
as the restaurants, because they do dinner cruises, 
they do cocktail cruises, they do wedding cruises, they 
do the same things, in some cases, as the restau-
rants. And so, if the restaurants are restricted and 
they have to shut at eight o’clock, they have asked me 
to present their case and allow them to shut at eight 
o’clock and that they have the same restrictions as the 
restaurants. 
 So, I am inviting the Minister to consider rem-
edying that inequity as well. 

So, those are my comments. I look forward to 
the Attorney General’s response. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Honourable Member Famous, would you like 
to make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. Are you hearing me 
well, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Loud and clear. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Are you seeing me well? 
 
The Speaker: Not . . . no. 
 Go ahead and talk. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, I take a mo-
ment to thank the Attorney General for her thanks to 
the Liquor Licensing Authority. I have sat on this Liq-
uor Licensing Authority (appointed by her) for three 
and a half years, both under the chairmanship of the 
Worshipful Juan Wolffe and now Chairman Marc Dan-
iels, and there is a lot of work that goes behind issuing 
liquor licences.  
 Mr. Speaker, we deal with both large and 
small business owners from Southampton Princess 
down to the corner store or the membership club, as 
the Honourable Opposition Member spoke about. Ho-
tels, restaurants, grocery stores, tour boat operators, 
liquor stores, and membership clubs—there may be 
some I missed, but that is the bulk of what we deal 
with. And there are literally hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of liquor licences throughout this country. 
 When someone applies for a liquor licence, 
which is now online, we scrutinise the application and 
then we physically . . . well, not now, but under normal 
circumstances we physically go out and inspect the 
premises, meaning we have to inspect to ensure that 
they have video cameras, ensure that the liquor is 
stored in a secure area, make sure they have ade-
quate security so people cannot break in and steal the 
liquor, and there are a host of other things that the 
premises has to conform to in order to get a liquor 
licence. So, in other words, in order to get a liquor li-
cence and maintain a liquor licence they have to go to 
great expense. So, I am quite sure that this reduction 
in rate will be welcome to them.  
 Let me also say, Mr. Speaker, I heard the Op-
position Member for constituency 22 speak about the 
retail outlets. Mr. Speaker, as we all know, during the 
last 13 months, other stores have had to close up, 
open up, close up, open up, membership clubs, tour 
boat operators, so on and so forth. But guess what, 
Mr. Speaker? Retail outlets such as grocery stores 
have been open 365 days a year, if not, some might 
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close on Sunday. So, for those who could not go to 
membership clubs to buy liquor, those that could not 
go to other places to buy liquor, they funnelled their 
cash right to the retail outlets.  

In fact, they have made more money than be-
fore—in both grocery sales and liquor sales. So, I find 
it curious (as I say, curiouser and curiouser) that the 
Opposition Member for constituency 22 is appealing 
for them to have a reduction in their fee when they 
have made more money than everyone else. Basical-
ly, they have made money when everybody else has 
not. 
 So, in closing, Mr. Speaker, I would like to say 
thanks again to the Attorney General for putting me on 
the Liquor Licensing Authority. It has been a very ed-
ucational journey. And I want to take a moment to 
thank those that are on the Liquor Licensing Authority, 
namely: Chairman Marc Daniels; Deputy Chair 
Kendaree Burgess; Mr. Randy Scott (I think you know 
who he is) who is the Administrator; Mr. Kevin Smith; 
Ms. Tanya Esdaille (who holds it all together); and a 
few others.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, thank you. I support this Bill 
and the rest of the Backbench support this Bill. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Famous. Has your 
background got a little red in it today? I notice. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 No other Member? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I hear a voice. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: MP Campbell here. 
 
The Speaker: MP Campbell, yes, you have the floor, 
sir. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: With my tie and my jacket. 
 
The Speaker: You look like you are coming to the 
prom today, MP. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: I wish we could. 
 
The Speaker: All right, now. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: That means a lot of things that 
have had to happen would have already happened. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
 You can make your contribution. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: I just want to make a comment 
in reference to what the Leader of the Opposition . . . 
something the Leader of the Opposition said just now, 

where he was distinguishing between the members 
clubs . . . and I will declare my interest. I am the Pres-
ident of [the] Young Men’s Social Club, which is a 
members club.  
 I think there is a misconception that member-
ship clubs have this great source of revenue. You 
know, most membership clubs are experiencing dwin-
dling membership and ageing membership. The 
young people are not joining in the same numbers 
that their parents or their uncles or aunties joined in 
the past. Many people who do join as members do not 
physically come to the clubs in the same manner that 
people used to attend clubs in the past. They used to 
be the hub of the community at one stage, and that 
seems to be dwindling in spite of the great efforts of 
clubs to reverse that. 
 Community clubs are . . . most membership 
clubs tend to be community clubs as well. So, whilst 
not making a lot of money, they are looking to put 
what money they do make back into their respective 
communities. So, whilst I may support the Member’s 
claim or request for some additional relief for tourism-
related entities, I did want to put it out there and make 
it clear that our community clubs, which many of them, 
if not most of them, are members clubs, are struggling 
and have been struggling for many years. So, I want-
ed to make it clear to the public, in case there was any 
doubt, that we are struggling as membership clubs, 
particularly those who are really community-focused. 
 So, with that, I just want to conclude my 
comments. But I felt it necessary to put that out there, 
Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution? 
 There are none. 
 Madam Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, and thank you to all Members who have spoken.  

I have no doubt that this is an initiative that is 
supported across the parties and I am grateful for the 
comments that have been forthcoming in support. 
Thank you to the Shadow Attorney General MP 
Pearman, who facilitated the bipartisan support for us 
to have all three readings of the Bill today. It certainly 
goes to show that we can be joined on matters of in-
terest and importance to this country. 
 I will say that, with regard to the retail point, 
that was adequately covered by colleagues as well. 
Retail outlets have not been included. There has been 
some advocacy lately with regard to their omission 
from this particular amendment. They are not general-
ly viewed as having been disadvantaged economically 
during this pandemic to the extent of some of the oth-
er classes of licence holders that are covered by the 
amendment. I can also refer Members, and members 
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of the public as well to the statistics which I believe 
indicate that retail sales have, in fact, been up.  
 With regard to the comments by the Leader of 
the Opposition pertaining to equity, the Bill is not 
aimed at achieving equity amongst licence holders. It 
is simply meant to ensure that the most exposed li-
censed premises are given some relief during this pe-
riod. And I appreciate, in particular, the remarks of MP 
Campbell that will more than adequately dispense any 
notion of inequity. So, thank you, MP Campbell. 
 I would like to also at this time, Mr. Speaker, 
thank the members of my team, in particular Amani 
Lawrence (who was the drafter of this Bill). However 
short, it has been received by members of the public 
and our Members positively. And Livingston Wedder-
burn who is the policy analyst that assisted as well. 
 And with that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
Bill be now committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Attorney General. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I do 
not know, it looked like you really liked the back-
ground that MP [Christopher] Famous had. We will 
send you a picture of that. 
 
The Speaker: It looked red from this side. Some-
times, you know, vision is a little different depending 
on what end of the Island you are at. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, I have heard you 
have got some different glasses, so I understand. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 

House in Committee at 3:39 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

LIQUOR LICENSING (FEE REDUCTION) 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Liquor Licensing (Fee Re-
duction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021. 
 Attorney General, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I move all three clauses at this time. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you. 

 Mr. Chairman, this Bill makes provision for a 
temporary amendment to the Liquor Licence Act 1974 
to reduce the licence fee for certain classes of liquor 
licence by one-half and to make the reduction in those 
licence fees temporary to enable a review of the re-
ductions before the expiration of one year. 

Clause 1 provides the title of the Bill. 
Clause 2 amends the Liquor Licence Act 1974 

to provide for the reduction by one-half of the liquor 
licence fee for a Licence (B), a Hotel Licence, a Res-
taurant Licence, a Night Club Licence, a Proprietary 
Club Licence, a Members’ Club Licence and a Tour 
Boat Licence. 

Clause 3 provides for the expiration of the Bill 
after a one-year period, from the day it comes into 
operation, and gives the Minister responsible for liquor 
licensing the power to make an order before the expi-
ration of the Bill, subject to the affirmative resolution 
procedure, to extend the Bill for an additional period 
should an extension be necessary. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Attorney General. 
 Are there any further speakers to this Bill, the 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amend-
ment Act 2021? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, it is 
MP Pearman. 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Member Pearman, con-
tinue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 The Honourable and Learned Attorney Gen-
eral in respect of the Bill, just at clause 2 of the Bill, 
given the topic on the debate, clause 2 reduces the 
licences for all (B) licence holders but does not make 
any reduction for any (A) licence holders. That is cor-
rect is it? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: That is correct. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. And I just note that the def-
inition of a Licence (A) holder is someone where the 
sale of liquor is not to be consumed on the premises. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So that would apply, I think the 
examples we were talking about earlier were grocery 
stores, yes, but also to gas stations, also to liquor 
stores large or small, also wine shops. Those would 
all be Licence (A) holders, I believe. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: My second question is clause 3 
of the Bill at page 2, please. And that, as I read it, 
suggests that this is a one-year reduction of 50 per 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/da203a6ed73364d419140c2239be2583.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/da203a6ed73364d419140c2239be2583.pdf
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cent. I note that there was a discussion as to whether 
there would be any retrospectivity, but if one looks at 
clause 3(2) it also gives the relevant Minister respon-
sible discretion to continue the reduction beyond the 
one-year period. And [is] the Honourable and Learned 
Attorney General the relevant Minister for the purpos-
es of this Act? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: The risk of taking control from 
the Honourable Minister of Finance and putting it in 
your hands, Learned Attorney General, is this is a dis-
cretion that you may consider? That is my last ques-
tion. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers to this Bill? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

So, I would like for the . . . in [clause] 2, just 
generally speaking, can we make this retrospective to 
March 2020 when COVID-19 first struck this Island 
and caused havoc to our tourism industry? 
 That is my question, thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

Any further speakers to this Bill? 
Attorney General. 

 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. 
 The Shadow Attorney General is correct in his 
interpretation of the licences covered. Licence (A) 
does, in fact, include sales as per his comment. 
 With regard to the discretion outlined in clause 
3(2), that is in fact correct with respect to the Minister 
of Finance. The discretion lies with me. 
 And to the Opposition Leader, there is no in-
tention, at this time, to make the reductions retroac-
tive. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister, do you want to move clauses? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes, thank you. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that the preamble be 
approved. 
 
The Chairman: Do the clauses first. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: I am sorry. I move that 
clauses 1 through 3 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 

[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you. 
 I move that the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. 
 I now move that the Bill be reported to the 
House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as print-
ed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021 was considered by 
a Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Attorney General. 
 Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. 
 

House resumed at 3:45 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE (FEE REDUCTION) 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 

Members, are there any objections to the Bill 
entitled the Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Tempo-
rary Amendment Act 2021 being reported to the 
House as printed? 
 There are none. No objections. 
 It has been reported and received as printed. 
 The next item on the Order Paper is [Order] 
No. 5, which I understand is being carried over, and 
we will move on to [Order] No. 6. [Order] No. 6 is the 
first, second and third reading of the Private Bill for the 
Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021 in the name 
of MP Jackson. 
 MP Jackson. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 I move that the following petitions, together 
with the report of the Joint Select Committee on Pri-
vate Bills, which was presented on 7 May 2021, be 
now considered: The petition of the Walsingham Trust 
and the petition of the Willowbank Foundation. 
 
The Speaker: Members, I should have indicated that 
both [Orders No.] 6 and 7 were going to be done at 
the same time. So, we acknowledge that. 
 Members, are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 Continue, Member. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I move for leave to introduce and read for the 
first time by their titles the following Private Bills enti-
tled: The Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021 and 
Willowbank Foundation (Amendment) Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections, Members? 
 None. 
 Continue on, Member. 
 

PRIVATE BILLS 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 

WALSINGHAM TRUST AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 

WILLOWBANK FOUNDATION 
(AMENDMENT) ACT 2021 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
prayers of the petitioners be granted and to give effect 
thereto that without prejudice leave be granted to 
bring in the proposed Bills reprinted to accord with the 
recommendations of the Joint Select Committee on 
Private Bills for the amendment thereof. 
 
The Speaker: Again, Members, are there any objec-
tions? 
 No objections. 
 Continue, Member. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Ah . . . 
 
The Speaker: Say that the necessary certificates . . . 
been notified the necessary certificates have been 
furnished, actually.  
 So, we will now move to . . . continue on now, 
Member. Yes. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 The two Private Bills are hereby read for the 
first time by their titles only: the Walsingham Trust 
Amendment Act 2021 and Willowbank Foundation 
(Amendment) Act 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that under the provisions 
of the Standing Order 33(7)(a) the remaining stages of 
the said Private Bills be undertaken forthwith. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 

PRIVATE BILLS 
 

SECOND READINGS 
 

WALSINGHAM TRUST AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 

WILLOWBANK FOUNDATION  
(AMENDMENT) ACT 2021 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
said Private Bills be now read the second time in the 
House by their titles only: the Walsingham Trust 
Amendment Act 2021 and Willowbank Foundation 
(Amendment) Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
clauses and preambles of the said Private Bills be 
approved. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: The preamble and clauses passed] 
 

PRIVATE BILLS 
 

THIRD READINGS 
 

WALSINGHAM TRUST AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 

WILLOWBANK FOUNDATION  
(AMENDMENT) ACT 2021 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
two said Private Bills be now read the third time in the 
House by their titles only and passed. Their titles are: 
the Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021 and Wil-
lowbank Foundation (Amendment) Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 The said Private Bills are now passed. 
 



Official Hansard Report 7 May 2021 1403 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

[Motion carried: The Walsingham Trust Amendment 
Act 2021 and Willowbank Foundation (Amendment) 
Act 2021 were read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Members, that brings us to a close of 
the Order Paper for today. We will now do our third 
readings on the Bills that require third readings. And 
we will start with the Premier. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move the Bill entitled 
the Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021 to be 
read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 Continue, Premier. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
GAMING (TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS) ACT 2021 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Gaming 
(Transfer of Functions) Act 2021 be now for a third 
time by its title only and passed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Bill has been read a third time by its title 
only and has now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Gaming (Transfer of Functions) 
Act 2021 was read a third time and passed.] 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move the Bill entitled 
the Betting Act 2021 be now read for the third time by 
its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 

No objections. 
 Continue, Premier. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

BETTING ACT 2021 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Betting Act 
2021 be now read for a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has now been read for a third 
time by its title only and is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Betting Act 2021 was read a third 
time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 The next one—the Regulations—does not 
require a third reading. 
 The next would be that of the Attorney Gen-
eral. 
 Madam Attorney General, would you like to do 
your Bill? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move the Bill entitled 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amend-
ment Act 2021 be now read the third time by its title 
only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the Bill be-
ing read a third time? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Attorney General. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE (FEE REDUCTION) 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the Bill be now read a third time by its title only 
and passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and has now passed. 
 



1404 7 May 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

[Motion carried: The Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021 was read a third 
time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
 That brings a close to the day of business. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that this Honourable 
House do now adjourn until Friday, the 21st of May 
[2021]. 
 
The Speaker: Would it be in order for me to ask, 
would anyone like to speak to that motion? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, that sounds like Minister Scott. 
 Minister Scott, would you like to make a brief 
comment or two? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I would. Just a brief com-
ment about something that I believe is important and 
should be shared. 
 
The Speaker: Well, you have your 20 minutes. 
 

SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE GUARANTEE 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 And Mr. Speaker, I will start by asking you a 
question if you have ever heard the saying being be-
hind the power curve? My understanding is that for 
those Members that might not have heard of it, I think 
that it would be helpful if they were to imagine that 
they are a pilot, they are sitting in the left seat or the 
captain’s seat on final approach to a runway and they 
see that they are losing altitude. They see their visual 
indicators are all in the red. They see those trees get-
ting closer. And it is clear that on their present ap-
proach that they are going to land well short of the 
runway.  

So, in order to stop that descent, they start to 
add power, they start to pull back on the yoke to raise 
the nose. But Mr. Speaker, the aircraft is still sinking. 
So, they push on the throttle levers even more, as far 
forward as they can go. Now they have pulled full 
power in, desperate for a climb, pulling further back on 
the yoke, but the aircraft continues to descend.  
 Mr. Speaker, welcome to what is commonly 
known in the aviation industry as being on the back-
side of the power curve. And if it catches you off 
guard, it is not a happy place to be. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, when you hear about pilots 
talking about being behind the power curve, it usually 
is in the context of a situation where one is really be-

hind the external circumstances and it will take a lot of 
catching up for them to just even get back to breaking 
even. 
 Mr. Speaker, the reason I share this with you 
is because, unfortunately, the OBA has had this coun-
try flying behind the power curve since March 2017. 
And that happened when they signed the project 
agreement with Aecon for the Passenger Terminal 
Redevelopment Project. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, despite committing this 
country to an agreement in which all the risk is solely 
on the Government to increase passenger numbers 
. . . or let us put it this way. If passenger numbers 
drop, it is the sole responsibility of the Government to 
ensure that the developer and the operator get their 
money’s worth and are not out any money. And they 
did not ensure that we had a Plan B as a country. 
 But in all fairness, Mr. Speaker, why should 
they care if we have a Plan B? And Plan B being a 
way, an initiative, a plan, a programme, to increase 
passenger arrival numbers. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the question is, Why should 
they? Because they . . . for whatever reasons, the 
OBA felt as though, hey, air service development is 
Skyport’s responsibility. 
 So then, if air service development is 
Skyport’s responsibility, then why is the PLP Govern-
ment able to tout the recent additions of Azores Air-
lines as a route and the doubling of flights for our 
summer? The reason is because for the first two 
years of the project agreement from 2017 to 2019, 
when Skyport was responsible for air service devel-
opment, they did absolutely nothing positive to ad-
vance or increase the air service. All they did was 
come up with an option that would have had British 
Airways competing against a sister airline of them at 
the expense of the Government. 
 Therefore, in 2019 when the Airport Authority 
advised the Government that an air service develop-
ment plan or strategy was a big . . . and not even just 
a big, was too important for us to allow that to fail, and 
then the Government decided to allow the Airport Au-
thority to take over, six months after that. Six months 
after implementing our air service development plan 
the country was . . . it was announced that the Azores 
Airlines would start flying to Bermuda. That is a de-
mographic that has a potential of 250,000 additional 
persons that can come to the Island now. 
 And, even now, the recent increase in sched-
uled flight activity is directly related to our homeporting 
initiative. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, you can see that the Gov-
ernment is trying to get from behind the power curve. 
But despite the significant successes, the OBA’s deci-
sion has cost this country nearly $21 million, Mr. 
Speaker. And how do we come up with $21 million? 
Over the last six months we have paid $5.7 million in 
July of [2020] in MRGs, we then paid $15.2 million in 
October in MRGs. 
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 And Mr. Speaker, the only thing more frustrat-
ing than having the Government to pilot the responsi-
bility, having the Government having to fly this prover-
bial aircraft from behind the power curve and get us 
back on the glideslope or at least to straight and level 
flight, Mr. Speaker, is that the novice pilots that got us 
into this mess . . . and Mr. Speaker, I beg your indul-
gence if I can quote for a minute from the Royal Ga-
zette. 
  
The Speaker: Only for a minute, how is that? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much 

These novice pilots have the nerve to say, Mr. 
Speaker, that the “OBA respectfully suggests that the 
payment process needs to be reviewed again, to re-
consider the validity . . . [of the] . . . payment.” Mr. 
Speaker, Whisky Tango Foxtrot.  

 
[Laughter]  

 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Whisky Tango Foxtrot, Mr. 
Speaker! And if you want to know what I am meaning, 
take the first letter of each one of those words and you 
will see what the acronym is.  

But, Mr. Speaker, that was from the Royal 
Gazette. The Shadow Minister cannot be serious! He 
cannot be seriously asking the Government to add or 
make changes to the project agreement. The Member 
. . . he is a Learned Member, Mr. Speaker. A Learned 
Member. And for those who are not in the House of 
Assembly and not familiar with the terms that we are 
using, a “Learned Member” means a lawyer. He is a 
lawyer, Mr. Speaker. So, he should know that the pro-
ject agreement does not contain a variation clause, 
which [means it] does not allow the Government the 
ability to change or amend anything in that, short of 
having both parties agree.  

We have already gone to Skyport. We have 
gone to Aecon. And they refuse to come to the nego-
tiation table, Mr. Speaker. And so, Mr. Speaker, the 
project agreement in its current state has been specif-
ically written in such a manner to ensure that Skyport 
and Aecon will always have more money than what 
they need at any given time. And it is the Bermuda 
Government’s burden to ensure that it stays that way.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, the Shadow Minister and the 
rest of the Opposition have, for all intents and purpos-
es, gone out in the media to complain about the man-
ner in which the Government is honouring the contrac-
tual obligations that they themselves committed us to. 
The audacity, Mr. Speaker!  

They got us into an agreement where pas-
senger numbers are key, but did not put a programme 
in to increase, maintain, or at least monitor passenger 
numbers. We had to do that Mr. Speaker. And now 
that we are doing that, in the instance to help mitigate 
the risk, they are saying we should not be paying the 
MRG [Minimum Revenue Guarantee]. And if, Mr. 

Speaker, . . . and let me just be clear about what 
would happen if we did not pay the MRG. If we do not 
pay the MRG, we would be in default. And if we are in 
default— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. We never said that the 
MRG should not be paid. And the Honourable Minister 
is misleading the House by saying that we have. 
 
The Speaker: It is noted. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, Mr. Speaker, I will 
move on. 
 Mr. Speaker, they got us into this mess. We 
are cleaning the mess up that they have made and 
they are complaining that we are cleaning it up.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me tell you how this agree-
ment works when it comes to the MRG. Skyport es-
sentially gives the Airport Authority an invoice, tells 
them they have 10 days in which to pay it. The Airport 
Authority does not have the ability to change or to 
challenge those numbers. The only time any check 
and balance is done is in December. And in Decem-
ber, it is done by an external independent firm. That 
happened this last December.  

That independent auditing firm determined 
that there were $4.2 million in excess. Meaning, they 
had an extra $4.2 million in that account. That money 
was refunded to us and then when we had to pay the 
next MRG, which was in April, we used the money out 
of that refund to pay it. And that is what the Shadow 
Minister complained about. The Shadow Minister tried 
to insinuate that the chairman of the Airport Authority 
made a mistake. Nowhere— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: We have a point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: The Honourable Minister is again 
misleading the House. I did not complain about the 
payment. And it was MP Foggo who described it as a 
mistaken payment; it was not me. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
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Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker,— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: —the Honourable Mem-
ber’s quote in the Royal Gazette is using the word 
“mistaken.” When referring to the— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I am point-of-ordering the 
Learned Member— 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, Member. We will take your 
point of order. Just calm and present your point of or-
der. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 At no time did I, as Chairman of the Bermuda 
Airport Authority [BAA], ever refer to information being 
shared about the MRG payments as having been a 
mistake. I do not know where the Learned Member is 
getting his information. Perhaps it is from the Royal 
Gazette, that at no time interviewed me, called me, or 
sought any information from me regarding the MRG 
payments.  

The Minister made no mistake and the Minis-
ter has very clearly articulated what transpired right 
down to the letter. And so I would like the Member— 
 
The Speaker: Your point of order has been noted.  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am not sure, Mr. Speaker, 
whether I point-of-order a point of order. The Honour-
able Member spoke on the BBC on television and it 
can be watched on Bernews. She can— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: That is absolutely right, Mr. 
Speaker. He is absolutely right, Mr. Speaker, and 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you.— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: —[INAUDIBLE]— 
 
The Speaker: Member. Member. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Member! We are not going to have a to 
and fro back and forth. You can make your contribu-
tions after the Minister has finished his presentation. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, I just want point of or-
der— 

 
The Speaker: No, no, no, no!— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: He— 
 
The Speaker: Member! We are not having that. I am 
not having that.  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: No, no, no! You are finished. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: A point of order again.  
 
The Speaker: No, no, you are finished.  
 Minister, continue on, please. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, regardless of what was said 
in the past, regardless of what was said in a meeting 
in the last week or two, the fact remains that the OBA 
committed us to this obligation and they are now 
complaining about the fact that we are living . . . we 
are maintaining our obligation as per the project 
agreement.  

Mr. Speaker, $21 million! [That] $21 million 
could have allowed the Ministry of Transport to do 
work up at Dockyard to allow an Oasis Class ship to 
come into Dockyard which would have been an addi-
tional $20 million in economic stimulus. [That] $20 
million would have paid for 60 new buses, Mr. Speak-
er. And we could then be able to take our children to 
and from school on dedicated school runs. Mr. 
Speaker, $20 million would mean that the Govern-
ment could cover every private vehicle licensing for 
the year.  

So, Mr. Speaker, the then OBA Government 
said it was a good deal. And they still believe it is a 
good deal now even though there is a possibility that 
by the time we get to a place where we are no longer 
paying MRGs, we could have paid up to $80 million to 
Aecon. So, I do not want to hear the Opposition Lead-
er, who was in Cabinet at the time, I do not want to 
hear the former Premier, Michael Dunkley, I do not 
want to hear the former Premier Cannonier say a sin-
gle iota, vowel or letter disparaging anything this Gov-
ernment does when it comes to that airport. And if 
they do, they should be ashamed of themselves be-
cause they did not know what they were doing then, 
and they do not know what they are saying about it 
now.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, the Airport Authority is doing 
their job. The Airport Authority is going as far as trying 
to create additional revenue streams so that we can 
mitigate the cost or mitigate the risk of having to pay 
an MRG. That is where these new roads come from. 
And to think that for two years nothing was done, 
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when it was the responsibility of Aecon and Skyport. 
But in six months this Government can get something 
done. This Government can sow green shoots and 
see them start to grow. 

So, if the Shadow Minister of Transport does 
decide to take his opportunity and his right on the mo-
tion to adjourn to get up and speak, I hope the first 
words he says are, I am sorry. And I hope the second 
words he says are, How can we help?  

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe that I have clearly 
articulated what goes on when it comes to MRGs. I 
think I have clearly articulated that there was no mis-
take. There is no misspeak when it comes to how we 
are . . . what we said about the MRG and how we are 
going about the MRGs. And I hope the Opposition 
takes a long hard look at themselves and changes 
their conduct so that they do not speak just for the 
sake of speaking, but they speak when they know 
what they are talking about and have something 
worthwhile to say.  

Mr. Speaker, right now we are flying behind 
the power curve. It is not impossible to get out of, but 
it surely is difficult. And there is another term that 
comes to mind, Mr. Speaker. I think it can go hand in 
hand. It is that money is power, and we are flying be-
hind the power curve because Skyport and Aecon are 
getting all the money. So, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Timer chimes] 
  
The Speaker: I think you may have heard that alarm. 
It is letting me know that your 20-minute time has run 
out, sir.  
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister, for your contribu-
tion. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 No other Member? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I was looking for the gavel that time. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Mr. Simmons, how are you today, sir? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I am fantastic, sir. And a 
lovely day for [INAUDIBLE]  
 
The Speaker: Well, you have your 20 minutes right 
there.  
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 This weekend Bermuda will join with countries 
around the world in observing Mother’s Day. I would 
like to begin by wishing all of our sister MPs, on both 
sides of the divide, a happy Mother’s Day and a restful 
and fulfilling one.  

With Mother’s Day being on the horizon, I am 
led to reflect not just on my personal mother and my 
wife who is the mother of my children, but the mother 
of our party, the Progressive Labour Party, some 
would say the mother of a nation to be, the Honoura-
ble Dame Lois Browne-Evans, a national hero to na-
tional heroes.  

When we look at her life and the scope of her 
life, at her best, she represented brilliance. At her 
best, she represented compassion, empathy, grass-
roots connected with the people. She was not perfect 
by any stretch of the imagination. But for many of us 
who look to what we can do to make our country bet-
ter, she is someone we can look to and learn a lot 
from. And she was someone who even though she is 
no longer with us, and left us so many years ago, we 
can still learn from her example and the lessons that 
she taught at her best.  
 The PLP, Mr. Speaker, is at its best when we 
stand up for the small man, the unheard, and those 
who feel they are unvalued and unwanted in our own 
country. The PLP is at our best, we are at our best, 
when words like humility, compassion, listening, and 
understanding are what people associate us with, in-
stead of arrogance, condescension and not listening. 
We are at our best when we go beyond saying and 
mouthing the right words and go toward giving our 
people a vision that improves and transforms the lives 
of our Bermudian people. We are at our best when we 
remember why we are here and who put us here in 
this Honourable House.  

Dame Lois understood that. She remembered 
who put her in her seat and remembered what we 
fought for all those years in the Opposition, in the wil-
derness of opposition. And so she and all those who 
sacrificed, all those who blazed the trail, who set the 
example, look down on us and want to see us at our 
best, performing at our best, representing at our best, 
the people who sent us here, remembering always 
why we are here. Those who look up to us want to 
see us at our best, performing at our best, and re-
membering who put us here and why we are here.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the legacy of 
Dame Lois. I am grateful for the legacy of all who 
blazed the trail before us, all of the women who sacri-
fice to serve in this Chamber, or in the other place, all 
those who carry themselves under the banner, who 
carry the banner of the Progressive Labour Party dur-
ing elections in seats where they barely lost or where 
they had no chance of winning. I am appreciative to all 
of you. 

I am also appreciative to my mother and to my 
wife and wish them a happy Mother’s Day as well. But 
most importantly I am grateful today not just for that 
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but for the people who put me here and who constant-
ly remind me of why I am here. I am grateful, grateful, 
grateful.  

It has been said that the hand that rocks the 
cradle shapes the world. We have our mothers to 
thank for setting the example, for showing us the way 
to go, and at our best pushing us to be even better. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Simmons. 
Does any other Member wish to make a con-

tribution at this time?  
No other Member? I think— 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: MP Foggo. Would you like to continue 
the discussion you were having earlier? 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, l— 

The Speaker: Continue. You have got your 30 . . . 
your 20 minutes. I almost gave you 30 minutes. 

SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE GUARANTEE 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. 
I just simply want to start by thanking the Min-

ister for clearly articulating what was prescribed by the 
project agreement that existed between Skyport and 
the BAA, and therefore the Bermuda Government, by 
extension. Maybe the Member who spoke on a point 
of order to the Minister perhaps forgot some of what 
he had to say when he spoke publicly here [in] the 
Royal Gazette. And, Mr. Speaker, that particular 
Member said in the Royal Gazette, and I quote, if you 
allow, on April the 26th.  

The Speaker: A brief quote. 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. He said, “At a time 
when our economy is struggling—and we so desper-
ately need to pay careful attention to the people’s 
money—the media report that the PLP may have 
made a mistaken $4 million payment at the airport is 
deeply concerning.”  

He accepted what was (I guess) put out to the 
public domain through the medium of the Royal Ga-
zette and made a comment consequently because of 
that. I am just going to briefly speak to reiterate the 
main point that the Minister so extremely well-
articulated regarding the arrangement between 
Skyport and the Bermuda Airport Authority.  

The Bermuda Airport Authority does not have 
the luxury of operating freely to try and do things that 
is in keeping with the people’s best interest, especially 
when it has to do with the MRG and the public purse. 
We reached out on more than one occasion to 
Skyport to try and arrive at a different arrangement 

that we thought would be in everyone’s best interest in 
terms of trying to minimise the payments that we pay 
out and keeping them to an exact number by having 
them do their homework first and figure out what is 
exactly owed instead of having to go through a convo-
luted process where we, the people, pay funds over 
and above what is necessary and put in the escrow 
account for Skyport if we do not meet that minimum 
revenue that is realised through air flights.  

Mr. Speaker, the project agreement clearly 
outlines how we are to interact with Bermuda Skyport. 
We must—it is not optional, we must—pay any pay-
ments that they provide [the amount] to us. We make 
the payments of those funds because that is not 
something that is a part of our regular financial budg-
et. We have to confer with the Bermuda Government 
to make certain that we meet those payments, and 
those payments are carried out within the 10-day 
timeframe.  

I want to make it very clear that because we 
are very cognisant of the further burden that our Gov-
ernment would have to take on if we defaulted on 
those payments, we make certain to ensure that we 
have to do what we have to do in the timeframe that is 
prescribed because, as has been stated, in a prescrip-
tion that never considered the people of Bermuda in 
terms of taking care of their interests, we feel com-
pelled and duty-bound to make certain that nothing in 
our behaviour and actions further exacerbates the 
relationship that we have that would allow us to fall 
into default, perhaps forcing our Government to pay 
an untold amount of money in terms of . . . as a penal-
ty.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, I want the Bermuda 
public to be extremely clear that the main remit of the 
Bermuda Airport Authority is to provide them with a 
stellar first-class airport and therefore first-class ser-
vice within. And in doing our job, we provide a requi-
site oversight to ensure that our partner, Skyport, op-
erates in a manner that is beneficial for our people. 
And we do everything within our power to make cer-
tain that this happens. And we do everything within 
our power to make sure that we never suffer any repu-
tational risk to our airport because we know what a 
travesty that would end up being. We are doing every-
thing to make sure our airport stays open. We are do-
ing everything to make sure that we comply with all 
regulations internationally, even with the project 
agreement, and that is what we will continue to do. 

And, again, the Bermuda public needs to 
know that whatever payments we make, we make 
according to the project agreement as prescribed. And 
on that note, Mr. Speaker, I thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Foggo. 
Would any other Member like to make a con-

tribution at this time?  
Any other Member? 
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Mr. Premier, I suggest that you take your posi-
tion now. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Mr. Famous? 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. 

The Speaker: You almost lost your few minutes that 
time.  

Mr. Christopher Famous: Oh, well, Mr. Speaker— 

The Speaker: Mr. Famous, you have— 

COVID-19—CONSPIRACY THEORIES 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you.
Mr. Speaker, I want to take a moment to thank 

the Honourable Jamahl Simmons for making mention 
of the mother of this nation, Dame Lois Browne-
Evans, who I can proudly say is my aunt.  

Mr. Speaker, he spoke of decisions that not 
only her but the founders, Mr. Arnold Francis, Mr. Wal-
ter Robinson, so on and so forth, L. Frederick Wade, 
had to make on behalf of the people of Bermuda, 
even as we were not Government, not the elected 
Government, but we have always been the people’s 
Government. 

Mr. Speaker, here is the thing. There is a 
thing called “populism” and a thing called “pragma-
tism.” Over the last month– 

The Speaker: As you are speaking, let me just remind 
you. We can hear you but we do not see you, but we 
can hear you. I think you have your camera on, but it 
is on a blank screen at the moment. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Sorry. Thank you. Can you 
see me now? 

The Speaker: Keep talking. There you go. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, he should have left 
the camera off with that behind him.  

The Speaker: Well, I was hoping he would have got-
ten the hint earlier and got something red behind him 
by now. But continue on. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Well, next week you will 
see something red, Mr. Speaker. I promise you. 

The Speaker: All right. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, over the last 
month, PLP MPs across this country have had to 
comfort many families who have faced sudden loss of 
a family member. It is heart-wrenching to call peo-
ple—we cannot visit them at this time, but to call them 
up—it is heart-wrenching to have to hear their anguish 
when suddenly losing a loved one. And it is even 
more heart-wrenching, Mr. Speaker, when members 
of the public, want-to-be politicians, make up these 
false conspiracy theories. The thing is, Mr. Speaker, it 
is very easy for people to make up a conspiracy theo-
ry. Not so easy to actually prove the conspiracy theo-
ry. When you dive deep into these conspiracy theo-
ries, you realise the person is talking a lot of garbage.  

One claim that came out recently, Mr. Speak-
er, was that Bermuda has put in more punitive meas-
ure than any other Caribbean island. Mr. Speaker, as 
you know, I am the liaison for CARICOM for this coun-
try. So I checked with my contemporaries and asked 
them to send me their quarantine information. From 
Jamaica to Saint Kitts, to Aruba to Barbados, Cayman 
Islands, BVI, all the quarantine regulations are pretty 
much the same. In some countries, it is even a little bit 
tighter than Bermuda. So, that conspiracy theory gets 
thrown out the window.  

Another conspiracy theory, Mr. Speaker, 
probably the greatest one, the most laughable one, is 
that this Government, the people’s Government, 
Dame Lois Browne-Evans’ Government, is subjected 
to the whims and control of some super rich people 
who are telling us to lock down the Island, put our 
people in quarantine and hold them down and put a 
jab on their arm.  

Mr. Speaker, that is laughable. Not only be-
cause the persons who say it have no proof of this, 
zero proof, the fact of the matter is that the entire 
world is facing what is borderline mass death. For 
countries such as India, who had no regulations, al-
lowed people to walk around with no masks, having 
mass gatherings, no quarantines, countries such as 
Brazil, with a right-wing president, who says COVID-
19 is no more than a flu (similar to what these con-
spiracy theorists say), are now seeing the death rate 
of 4,000 people per week. Mr. Speaker, 4,000 families 
who are grieving every week because their leaders 
did not stand up against populism.  

Mr. Speaker, I ask the public to ask them-
selves this: Which government around the world is 
going to kill off their own support base? None! Be-
cause if you kill off your own support base, you have 
no one to vote for you in the next election. Even more 
so, if you kill off your own MPs, you have nobody to 
run for you in the next election. So that conspiracy 
theory gets thrown right out the door, Mr. Speaker. 

Even more laughable, Mr. Speaker, in Ber-
muda’s context is this. We all know that there is dis-
tinctively Two Bermudas: Black Bermuda and white 
Bermuda. What I find ironic, and I ask these conspira-
cy theorists this, Why is it that all these white Bermu-
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dians, whether they be local or expats, are lining up to 
get a vaccine from a Black Government? Which white 
people are willing to die because David Burt said Get 
a vaccine? There are none! They get it because they 
know that it . . . I do not want to say it saves lives to-
tally, but it minimises the chance of spread and/or 
hospitalisation.  

We get the fact that not everybody can take a 
vaccine because of religious reasons, medical rea-
sons, personal reasons, we understand that. But we 
also understand many people are hesitant because 
these conspiracy theorists are out there spreading 
outright lies. But none of these conspiracy theorists 
have to go and comfort families when a loved one 
passes away. They are on the sidelines saying, Well, 
it’s only 1 per cent. Or It’s only 6 per cent of the sen-
iors who are going to die. So what they are saying is 
that out of 100 seniors (anybody over 70), they are 
willing to let 6 of them die so that they can walk 
around with no masks, not have to quarantine, and 
not have to social distance. Just be like Florida, they 
say. 
 Mr. Speaker, as you know, as politicians, we 
are more than politicians. We are family, whether bio-
logical or because we live in the same constituency, 
or because we all go to Alaska Hall. Even to some 
extent, the OBA are family. Distant, very distant, but 
they are family. So when I see people make all these 
attacks against our Ministers, starting from the Prem-
ier, making all these sorts of cartoons and all sorts of 
names, attacking the Health Minister who has worked 
herself off for the last 15 months straight, attacking 
Minister Ming, attacking any Minister, even Minister 
Diallo Rabain when he was trying to protect students, 
as a politician, you learn to take the licks. But as fami-
ly, it is hurtful when you see people making all these 
allegations, false allegations, conspiracy allegations 
against our family. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this is what I would say to 
the people of Bermuda. We are not in this because we 
want to be popular. We are not in this because we are 
trying to win the next election. We are in this because 
at this point in time, at this point in history, we are try-
ing to save people’s lives. We are trying to save peo-
ple’s jobs. We are trying to save businesses. The 
Government has taken a hit all the way around. But 
we still trot on, Mr. Speaker. We have our various 
opinions inside Alaska Hall, as you know. But when it 
comes to the House of Assembly and when it comes 
to legislation, we are united.  

None of us wants to have to call another fami-
ly to say, Sorry to hear your friend, or your uncle (or 
somebody) passed away because of this disease. 
COVID-19 is real, Mr. Speaker. For those who are 
spreading lies to say it is fake, I ask you to consider. 
Go around Augustus’s on any given day and ask 
yourself if those tears of family members are fake. Go 
around St. John’s or any graveyard in this country and 
ask yourself whether those graves are fake.  

 Mr. Speaker, I just want to close here and say 
I am proud to be a member of this Progressive Labour 
Party at this time because what I see and what I feel 
and what I know is that we are dealing with pragma-
tism to save lives and not populism to attempt to look 
good on social media. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, Renee Ming. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Ming. How are you today? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I am fine, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Good. You have your 20 minutes. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I will not even be that long, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Unfortunately, I do not have that awesome 
backdrop like the person who spoke before me, but I 
will work on getting that.  

 
The Speaker: Do you wish to be acknowledged next 
time? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Sorry? 
 
The Speaker: Continue on.  
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I would like to use my time today to actually 
give a shout-out for Mother’s Day. Mr. Speaker, one of 
the happiest three days of my life are the days that I 
gave birth to my three absolutely wonderful children. I 
know that it is not always an easy path— 
 
The Speaker: Especially the youngest one; right? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: —but it is a path I would never 
change, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Let’s not talk about the youngest 
one, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: No, the youngest one is my favourite. 
You know that. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I wonder why!  
 
The Speaker: Well, she knows the right team to sup-
port.  
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Hon. Renee Ming: Even with the— 
 
The Speaker: She doesn’t let where she lives deter-
mine who she supports.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Renee Ming: We have to work on— 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. Don’t let me interrupt. 
Continue. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Even with their flaws and their 
faults we love them unconditionally. That will never 
change, Mr. Speaker. But I would just like to say Hap-
py Mother’s Day to all the mothers out there because 
there is no handbook that anyone could have given us 
when we became moms. It is a path and a story and a 
chapter book that you will write on your own. It is the 
hardest job you will ever love. And most moms who I 
know would never change any part of it, no matter 
how hard it became. We love unconditionally. We love 
with everything that we have in us. So I want to shout-
out to all the moms out there. 
 But I would also like to recognise those per-
sons who although they may not have given birth to a 
child, they love and nurture children. They look for the 
good in children and they freely share themselves in 
the capacity of a mother. Mother’s Day is extremely 
special. Mother’s Day could be every day, Mr. Speak-
er, but it is celebrated this year on May 9th. And I 
would just like to shout-out to all the moms and wish 
them the best Mother’s Day ever. I hope that whatever 
they do they enjoy it, and of course, that they stay 
within our COVID-19 guidelines and regulations. Hap-
py Mother’s Day to all the moms out there. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your contribution, Minis-
ter. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Adams. You have your 20 minutes, 
sir. 
 
COVID-19 AND THE EDGE OF THE FISCAL CLIFF 

 
Mr. Jache Adams: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not a health guy. I do not 
mind sharing that because I know my strengths and I 
know my weaknesses. I have long accepted that not 
everything is for everybody. When it comes to bio-
chemistry and medical and health science, I can tell 
you that it is just not my thing. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know much about DNA, how it works and the decades 
of research involved by doctors and scientists. I do not 

know much about how the Messenger RNA [mRNA 
vaccines] corresponds to the genetic sequence of a 
gene and is then read by a ribosome. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no idea what a ribosome even is. I do not know 
the intricate details of a mutating virus and antigenic 
drift versus an antigenic shift, but I do know, Mr. 
Speaker, that if I studied this stuff in depth over the 
last two years, I still would not know half as much as 
our CMO Dr. Weldon and others.  
 Mr. Speaker, as I said, I am not a health guy, 
so I am not here to debate the vaccine, or different 
variances of the coronavirus, the toll it has taken on 
our only hospital, COVID-19 deaths, or the long-term 
effects it has the body. Instead, my emphasis tonight 
is really where we are economically, the impact 
COVID-19 has had on our economy and the path the 
Government is looking to take to get us to where we 
ultimately want to be.  
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s national debt has 
increased by $2.1 billion since 2009 and is currently 
$3.35 billion. In this fiscal year alone we are obligated 
to pay over $127 million on just the interest on that 
debt. We still have the airport guarantee over our 
heads and still feeling the impact of Morgan’s Point.  

Mr. Speaker, our last fiscal year is estimated 
to result in a deficit of over $245 million. We spent $60 
million on unemployment benefits to over 10,000 peo-
ple last year and $3 million thus far to those whose 
income was negatively impacted by COVID-19. The 
impact of unemployment, Mr. Speaker, is amplified 
because not only did it end up costing us in the form 
of unemployment benefits, but also meant that we 
saw a significant shortfall in the payroll tax collected. 
So not only did COVID-19 cause us to spend more 
than we planned, but also caused us to fall short in 
what we planned to receive.  
 Mr. Speaker, it goes without saying, last year 
our tourism industry completely suffered with air arri-
vals down 84 per cent, cruise arrivals down 98 per 
cent, and overall visitor spending down 87 per cent. 
Mr. Speaker, the Finance Minister stated two months 
ago that we are on the edge of the fiscal cliff. But the 
question is, What does that even really mean? You 
see, for years, under both parties, the Government 
has been operating under a deficit. Meaning, more 
money has been spent than received. And to cover 
that deficit, the Government ultimately borrowed the 
money. You see, Mr. Speaker, life can feel just fine as 
long as you are swiping your credit card. But as we all 
know, at some point the card has a limit and at some 
point the card has to be paid. And so going off the 
fiscal cliff is a point where we might not be able to bor-
row anymore. And Mr. Speaker, we are dangerously 
close to that point.  
 Mr. Speaker, if we cannot borrow anymore, 
some very difficult conversations will inevitably need 
to be had. Going off the fiscal cliff could lead to fami-
lies earning even less, even further unemployment, 
and investors having less confidence investing in 
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Bermuda. Mr. Speaker, this is not a threat, not a 
means of control, but rather to simply be honest, truth-
ful and transparent as to where we are as a country.  
 Mr. Speaker, the fragile state of our economy 
is not our only concern. For instance, there are very 
real threats to Bermuda’s IB sector, our largest eco-
nomic pillar—the sector that has kept us afloat during 
the pandemic. Mr. Speaker, the OECD and others 
publicly stated their intent to implement initiatives that 
could potentially remove some of Bermuda’s competi-
tive advantages. Just last week Wednesday, Presi-
dent Biden labelled Bermuda a tax haven in front of 
the world in his recent presidential address. The EU is 
constantly scrutinising Bermuda with the threat of 
keeping us on their greylist. Put simply, Mr. Speaker, 
there are governments and large organisations 
around the world right now targeting our IB. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not even mentioned cli-
mate risk. Most Bermudians know and understand 
that at any given point we are one significant hurri-
cane away from being devastated. And so while we 
take pride in our ability to bounce back from hurri-
canes in recent memory, the truth is we never know 
what the next one will be. And I will remind those lis-
tening, Hurricane Fabian cost this country hundreds of 
millions of dollars in damages, and that forecasters 
predict a very active hurricane season in 2021. And 
so, Mr. Speaker, what this ultimately boils down to is 
that as a country we simply cannot afford another 
[Covid-19] outbreak. Another outbreak could very well 
be the catalyst that sends us over the fiscal cliff.  

Mr. Speaker, all is not lost. We do not operate 
under doom and gloom. There is light at the end of the 
tunnel. I will concur with the Premier’s comments and 
say that we have the best Finance Minister Bermuda 
has ever had on the job. Minister Dickinson and his 
team have worked tirelessly to detail an economic 
recovery plan designed to get us back to a balanced 
budget, stabilize our economy and begin to pay down 
our debt within three years. A plan, I might add, that 
helped S&P [Standard & Poor’s] reaffirm our credit 
rating.  

But here is the key, Mr. Speaker, in order for 
the Government to execute its plan, the return of our 
tourism industry is absolutely essential. And so when 
entities such as the CDC are advising travellers to 
avoid coming to Bermuda because of the high levels 
of COVID-19 it reemphasises my point which is, simp-
ly, that we simply cannot afford another outbreak. We 
must do any and everything we can to eliminate local 
transmission, reduce the number of active cases so 
we can get back to showing the world that Bermuda is 
a safe destination for tourists and foreign investment. 
The piggy bank theory still applies, Mr. Speaker. We 
must have money coming in before any money can go 
out.  

So, Mr. Speaker, this leads me to my overall 
point. I know people are tired of living under these 
restrictions, having curfews, gathering limits and the 

like. So am I. So are my colleagues. But I say with 
confidence that if this country goes over the fiscal cliff, 
our conditions could be much, much worse. Again, 
this is not a threat. This is not me saying this as a 
method of control. This is simply me being as honest, 
truthful and transparent as I can be. We cannot afford 
another outbreak. 

Mr. Speaker, I know some of the decisions 
being made may feel extreme. I know that some are 
unpopular. I know some may even feel unfair. But the 
truth is there are no easy answers. Mr. Speaker, I am 
constantly asked Why should the innocent suffer for 
the guilty? And my answer is because the innocent 
have suffered for the guilty. We have seen people 
hospitalised because their family member broke the 
rules and ended up bringing COVID-19 home. We 
have seen how an employee’s poor decision crippled 
a small business. We have seen instability in our 
schools when a parent sent their child who was not 
feeling well to school. It only takes one, Mr. Speaker—
one rule breaker, one person to make a mistake, one 
person to think it is no big deal—and the next thing we 
know there is another outbreak that begins with a var-
iant that could potentially be much worse. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to end with an apol-
ogy. I have spent this entire time speaking about the 
economics, what we cannot afford and the potential 
risk, and I realise it can come across as insensitive 
because there are grieving families out there, Mr. 
Speaker, families right now praying for their loved 
ones [who are] hospitalised. There are health care 
workers and lab technicians, true Bermudian heroes, 
risking their own lives, working around the clock who 
are beyond tired and just want this to stop. I want 
them to know that we hear them. And so I apologise. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Government we are often 
tasked with making difficult decisions. I want to make 
it crystal clear that the health and safety of the people 
of Bermuda is this Government’s number-one priority. 
And we will go to great lengths to protect it whilst fully 
aware that we simply cannot afford another outbreak. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Adams. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, MP Campbell. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Campbell. You have your 20 
minutes. 
 

FOSTER CARE MONTH 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to begin by thanking 
Minister Tinee Furbert for reminding some of us and 
making some of us aware that May is Foster Care 
Month. I would also like to add my thanks to the foster 
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parents for the great work that they do. And as a for-
mer foster parent, I would encourage others to be-
come a foster parent. It is important work. It is much 
needed. And it is extremely rewarding. So, please, if 
you have any interest, reach out to Mrs. Selina Si-
mons at the Department of Child and Family Services 
and register your interest.  

MOTHER’S DAY 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, I would next like 
to wish all the mothers in Bermuda, especially my 
mother, my wife and the mothers of constituency 9, a 
very special and blessed Mother’s Day this coming 
Sunday.  

Mr. Speaker, our mothers are strong and they 
are resilient. And they have had to demonstrate that 
strength and resilience over this past 12 to 15 months. 
Some have had to balance work commitments whilst 
dealing with children who are remote learning [at 
home for] school. Some are essential workers who 
have worked long hours in the fight against the coro-
navirus. Some have had to do all of what I have just 
mentioned while dealing with a family member who is 
sick, or worse, who has passed, as a result of the 
coronavirus. So, again, I would like to thank all the 
mothers of Bermuda for what you do.  

Mr. Speaker, the coronavirus has dominated 
the news. The fight against the coronavirus has domi-
nated the time and attention of the Government at a 
time when our energies need to be focused on im-
proving our economy. However, Mr. Speaker, despite 
all the attention commanded by the coronavirus, we 
have heard some good news here today and earlier 
this week. We heard the Finance Minister both today 
and a number of days ago speak about the S&P rat-
ings, A+ on long-term sovereign credit [and] senior 
unsecured debt; A-1 on short-term rating and AA+ on 
transfer and convertibility assessments, overall a “sta-
ble” outlook. That is good news given the circum-
stances. Well done to the Minister and his team! 

Now this affirmation does not support the nar-
rative of those who seek to discredit the efforts of this 
Government. But it is a positive for this country. Today 
we heard the Deputy Premier speak of the Depart-
ment of Planning Statistics as they relate to the state 
of the construction industry, and that was positive 
news. We heard the Minister of Public Works speak to 
the positive impact of his Ministry’s stimulus pro-
gramme for small and medium-sized contractors. Yes-
terday, Mr. Speaker, the announcement was made 
that we will move into phase 2, [on] Sunday, which will 
help many businesses and many individuals to earn 
more hours and thereby be able to better provide for 
themselves and their families.  

On Monday the Minister, Minister Hayward, 
reported that there had been 800 applications for the 
one-year “Work from Bermuda Residential Certificate.” 
And I believe he mentioned that 700 (or just over 700) 

had been approved and about 400 people are current-
ly on Island as a result of that programme. They are 
renting. They are purchasing goods, food, clothing; 
they are injecting money into the economy. 

We also have been updated, and we know, 
that the moratorium due to the pandemic on issuing 
new work permits for closed categories has been ex-
tended by three months, or until the end of July, look-
ing out for our people.  

The Government continues to encourage the 
hiring of Bermudians; they have put measures in 
place. Mr. Speaker, 176 unemployed Bermudians 
have been assisted by Workforce Development to 
date for a mix of training, professional development 
and internships. And Workforce Development contin-
ues to train our people and develop them for the op-
portunities that are to come, to make sure our people 
are job ready. So there is some good news amongst 
the pessimism. There is some good news in the back-
drop with the fight against the coronavirus.  

Now, I want to touch on some areas of life 
which are referred to as hindsight is 20/20. In some 
parts of the sports world, they speak about Monday 
morning quarterback. It is easy to wait and find out 
how things turn out to then say We could have done it 
better. It is easy if I wait long enough, I will know ex-
actly what to do. But it will be too late. So, a lot of the 
criticism aimed at the Government is what they could 
have done—what they should have done six, seven, 
eight months ago. Monday morning quarterbacks. 
Hindsight is 20/20. If I wait long enough, I will know 
what the winning lottery numbers are. But it will be too 
late to enter the lottery.  

So this Government will act and it will act ac-
cording to the information on hand and the decisions 
that are required to be made at the time. We will not 
hesitate and put people’s lives at risk. We will use the 
science uppermost in all of our decisions during this 
time about the physical well-being of our people and 
the economic well-being of our people. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Campbell. 
Would any other Member like to make a con-

tribution at this time? Any other Member? 
Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: All right. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: All right. It looks like you might 
be getting your wish: Home before curfew. 

The Speaker: Ah, you see [the gavel] in my hand. 

[Laughter] 
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COVID-19—GOVERNMENT DIVERTED, BUT CON-
TINUES TO DELIVER ON ITS PROMISES 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, thank you very 
much.  

Mr. Speaker, it has been a while since we 
have been back in the House of Assembly and a lot 
has happened certainly over this past month. And 
unfortunately, Bermuda has witnessed its most 
deadly month in the intervening months with the 
pandemic.  

As a number of my colleagues on this side 
of the House on the Government benches noted 
and indicated, it has certainly been difficult for those 
of us having to console, to call and try to comfort 
families who are dealing and grieving with loss. 
There is a significant amount of hurt and pain inside 
of this community, Mr. Speaker. So whether it is the 
comments from MP Adams when speaking about 
the economic challenges of which the country is 
facing or whether it is the comments from other 
Members, MP Chris Famous, speaking about the 
real challenges inside of our community. And the 
MP from constituency 9, Mr. Vance Campbell, who 
just spoke, there is a lot that is going on in our 
community, Mr. Speaker. But here is what I can 
say. I know that there are a lot of persons who 
question what the Government is doing. But I can-
not repeat enough, Mr. Speaker, that in this House 
all 36 of us have a moral imperative to do what is 
best for the people of this country. And oftentimes 
the medicine does not taste good, but it is neces-
sary in order to fix things.  
 It was just over seven months ago, Mr. 
Speaker, that this Government was re-elected. And 
just over seven months ago we ran our campaign 
which said strong leadership for us. And it has been 
an incredibly difficult time since then, Mr. Speaker, 
having to deal with two waves of coronavirus infec-
tions. The first one in November/December and the 
second one which we know erupted in March and 
saw the April of which we have had, Mr. Speaker. 
But there is one thing that has been a constant 
through that time, Mr. Speaker. It has been the hard 
work of the Cabinet Ministers who sit around this 
table. And it has been through the hard work of the 
MPs from the Government benches working on the 
ground, talking with constituents, connecting them 
to the helping resources of which this Government 
has made available, and ensuring that the pro-
posals that the Government of Bermuda has and is 
thinking about, the Cabinet, is subjected to that 
scrutiny so that we can make better decisions, Mr. 
Speaker. 

What we have in front of us is not easy. And 
I know that there are a lot of persons who may be 

upset. But here is one thing that I can say, Mr. 
Speaker. It is better in a pandemic to be too strict 
and have the ability to relax later, than it is to not be 
strict enough and have to deal with the conse-
quences, Mr. Speaker. And we are erring on the 
side of caution because we have seen the impacts 
that these new and dangerous variants have had 
on various countries around the world. We see it 
right now in one of our fellow CARICOM countries, 
Mr. Speaker, where they are predicting to run out of 
hospital beds within a week due to the P.1 variant 
which is spreading in their country.  

We have seen what the B117 UK variant 
has done here. So we must be careful, Mr. Speak-
er. But at the same point in time that we have to be 
careful, there is also a great amount of hope. Hope 
for the future and hope which will be signified by the 
reopening which is going to start this weekend. 

So before I get to a few more comments, I 
have to state that the attention of the Government 
since we were here last, has unfortunately been 
diverted. And the attention has been diverted to-
ward dealing with and tackling this outbreak. How-
ever, Mr. Speaker, we have not stopped doing the 
work to deliver on our promises to the people of this 
country. We heard the Honourable Member from 
constituency 19 speak about our Minister of Fi-
nance. And despite all of the challenges of which 
we have faced we have managed to keep our rat-
ings and keep our outlook, Mr. Speaker.  

So, despite all the noise which may come, 
despite the furore, the sound and fury from the Op-
position . . . sometimes they say empty vessels 
make the most noise. Despite all of that . . . be-
cause you would have heard very succinctly how 
the Minister of Transportation told the Opposition 
that what they were saying was complete non-
sense, Mr. Speaker. But through all of that we con-
tinue to work to deliver.  

This Government has delivered in excess of 
$75 million of support to individuals, whether it be 
through unemployment benefits or to businesses, 
Mr. Speaker—$75 million of support. The work of 
which we did last year to streamline Government 
processes is bearing fruit when you hear the re-
ports from the Deputy Premier speaking about how 
we are certainly increasing the amount of planning 
permits and streamlining that process, Mr. Speaker. 
When you hear the Minister of Transport talk about 
taking advantage of what we have done with the 
homeporting initiative, Mr. Speaker, that means that 
there are things that are happening despite our cir-
cumstances. 

And the one message that I would like to 
send to people today, Mr. Speaker, as we close out 
this first motion to adjourn in the first sitting in this 
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Honourable House in May, is that there is plenty of 
time for questioning. And there is plenty of time for 
persons to make suggestions on how to make 
things better. But recognise, Mr. Speaker, and un-
derstand that at no time—at no time—does this 
Government make decisions that we do not believe 
are in the best interest of people— 

[Crosstalk] 

Hon. E. David Burt: So what I would ask is for 
there to be a sense of unity and a sense of— 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier, just a moment. 
Minister Dickinson, you microphone is on 

and I cannot shut you off. I have been trying to shut 
you off. If you can shut your microphone because 
we are hearing your conversation; it is bleeding in. 
Thank you.  

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And so as I say, Mr. Speaker, it is a sense 

of unity because as we get to the point where we 
are seeing ourselves beginning to reopen, where 
we are seeing those vaccination numbers continue 
to tick up, where we are seeing the local transmis-
sion numbers continue to go down, there is an op-
portunity for us to make sure that we enjoy a good 
summer, a good tourism season, and return back to 
our traditions that we have every year. But it is not 
going to be achieved if we believe that the best way 
forward is to try to nitpick and play politics at every 
session, at every time, at every instance, Mr. 
Speaker, to try to distract and to divide.  

Nothing is easy in a once-in-a-century pan-
demic, Mr. Speaker. There is no playbook for how 
to handle this stuff. And yes, there are missteps. 
And yes, we must recover from those missteps. But 
I promise you, Mr. Speaker, the recovery is better 
when we realise that together as a country, as a 
people, we can do better if we are unified and 
committed to not trying to tear each other down.  

So on this, I recognise where we have 
come from, but I think that, Mr. Speaker, that it is 
important to recognise that we still have opportuni-
ties to make a success of this summer and to make 
a success of our efforts in rebuilding our economy, 
in delivering on our economic recovery plan, in 
making sure that we put people back to work and 
continue to attract investment as we have been do-
ing thus far.  

And so, as I close, Mr. Speaker, I think that 
it is important to recognise some people. First, Mr. 
Speaker, I will touch on a matter that was raised by 
the Member from constituency 9, who spoke about 
foster care parents. The Minister of Social Devel-

opment and Seniors said that it is Foster Care Ap-
preciation Month. And I know there are Honourable 
Members in here and I know there are many people 
who are listening, who have done that service. And 
what I want to do is thank all of those persons who 
are foster parents for the work and the dedication 
and their sacrifice to this country because it is im-
portant. And so I want to certainly recognise them.  

Mr. Speaker, there is another group of peo-
ple who without question need to make sure that 
they are recognised. And those are the people who 
during the time of the pandemic have become even 
more vital and recognised for the work and efforts 
of which they do. And those, Mr. Speaker, are our 
teachers. It is Teacher Appreciation Week and I 
promise you, Mr. Speaker, that all of us who have 
children of school age who over the last four to six 
weeks have had to home school our children and 
have had to try and deal with and balance those 
things, recognise the amazing work of our teachers 
and what they do. And to see the transition and the 
improvements of remote learning of which our 
teachers have been able to do inside of the public 
school system, is incredible.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I know how challenging 
that work is and I just want them to know that the 
Government appreciates their work and appreciates 
the efforts of which they make. 

There is another set of appreciations, Mr. 
Speaker, which I think is very appropriate for the 
time in which we are in. Because though it is 
Teacher Appreciation Week, it is also Nurses Ap-
preciation Week. And we know, Mr. Speaker, the 
amount of work that our nurses have had to put in. 
And if you can imagine the nurses who have been 
at the hospital over this past month, dealing with 
record numbers, where we topped 40 persons ad-
mitted to the hospital with COVID-19 at one point in 
time, Mr. Speaker, they have gone above and be-
yond in all of the work of which they have done, 
whether it is delivering vaccinations, administering 
testing, contact tracing, doing the epidemiology and 
surveillance, all the work which has been neces-
sary.  

So, on behalf of the Government of Bermu-
da I just want to recognise the nurses and Nurses 
Appreciation Week and to state that we value the 
work of which is being done.  

MOTHER’S DAY 

Hon. E. David Burt: Finally, Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 33, in this mo-
tion to adjourn, spoke about Mother’s Day. It was 
followed also by the Minister of National Security in 
giving an ode to mothers.  
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Mr. Speaker, Sunday is Mother’s Day and I 
am certainly pleased that, like Easter, when we 
were able to be around our families and mix, that 
we will be able to in a limited fashion see our fami-
lies again, and our mothers. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to say to my mother, to the mother of my chil-
dren, and to all the mothers out there, wishing them 
a very happy Mother’s Day. It has been an espe-
cially trying time this year for families, but especially 
mothers, as we all have to balance the work of 
which happens during the pandemic. It is also chal-
lenging to think of the mothers who may not be able 
to see their children as often as they would like to, 
due to either the nature of the work they are doing 
during the pandemic and the restrictions on house-
hold mixing. And it is so difficult when even talking 
about grandmothers having to, you know, interact 
with their children over virtual platforms.  

But in saying all of this, Mr. Speaker, we are 
a strong people and we persevere. And we are 
strong because of the examples of the strength of 
our mothers inside of this community. So on behalf 
of the Government of Bermuda and on behalf of all 
Honourable Members, Mr. Speaker, I certainly wish 
to extend a happy Mother’s Day to all of the moth-
ers in our country and I am grateful that due to the 
hard work and sacrifice of the last few weeks we 
will be able to see and share this Mother’s Day in a 
way, in a limited fashion, of which we are used to.  
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I wish you a 
wonderful evening and I look forward to engaging in 
the House two weeks from today. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  
 Members, before I hit the gavel, being there 
have been two points that have been raised tonight 
and I just want to add my remarks too. [One] being 
Mother’s Day this weekend. And as I acknowledge 
mothers and mothers in my life, my mother and my 
wife, the mother of my children, and just to wish 
them a wonderful Mother’s Day weekend, as well 
as all our mothers here on our Island. And let us 
take that time to make them feel extra special. Not 
that we should not do this every day, but let’s make 
it extra special on Mother’s Day.  

And likewise, with Teacher’s Appreciation 
Week, I have to make comment there because the 
mother of my children is also a teacher. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: And so I acknowledge Teachers Ap-
preciation Week and say how important teachers 
are to each of us. We would not be where we are if 
someone had not taken the time to groom and nur-
ture and teach us. So let us uphold our teachers in 

the challenging [circumstances] that they are hav-
ing to teach under and respect that they go above 
and beyond to make sure that they can give their 
best and do give their best to our students. 
 With those remarks, be safe Members, 
practice proper protocol, and we will be back here 
in two weeks. 
 The House stands adjourned. Good even-
ing. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 5:17 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 21 May 2021.]  
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
VIRTUAL SITTING 

21 MAY 2021 
10:00 AM 

Sitting Number 18 of the 2020/2021 Session 
  
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Members, we are now calling the 
House to session. 
 Ms. Beale, would you like to do the prayers at 
this time for us? Thank you. 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 7 May 2021] 

 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Members, the House is now in session. 
 The Minutes of the 7th of May have been cir-
culated. Members, are there any amendments, ad-
justments, corrections that are required? 
 There are none. The Minutes are confirmed 
as printed. 
 
[Minutes of 7 May 2021 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGY 

 
The Speaker: There is one announcement this morn-
ing.  

We have been duly informed by the Minister 
of Transport, Minister Scott, that he will be absent to-
day. And we are just having it duly noted.  

Thank you.  
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: There are a host of them, about 12 this 
morning. The first is in the name of the Deputy Prem-
ier. Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

THE BERMUDA PLAN 2018 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Good morning to Members of 
the House and the listening public. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 
of Assembly the Bermuda Plan 2018, the Tribunal 
Report Draft Bermuda Plan 2018 and zoning maps. 
Note that the zoning maps can be found on our par-
liamentary website at an appropriate link: 
https://planning.gov.bm/index.php/bermuda-plan-2018/. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 The next Minister I am going to call on is Min-
ister Wilson. 
 Minister Wilson, I believe you have most of 
the remaining [papers]. So, Minister, would you like to 
present all of yours at this time? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you. Good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION ORDER 2021 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

POWERS) AMENDMENT (NO. 4) 
REGULATIONS 2021 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

POWERS) AMENDMENT (NO. 5) 
REGULATIONS 2021 

 

https://planning.gov.bm/index.php/bermuda-plan-2018/
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PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 
POWERS) AMENDMENT (NO. 6) 

REGULATIONS 2021 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 
POWERS) (STAY AT HOME) 

REGULATIONS 2021 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 2) ORDER 2021 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 
POWERS) (STAY AT HOME) AMENDMENT 

REGULATIONS 2021 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 
POWERS) (STAY AT HOME) AMENDMENT 

(NO. 2) REGULATIONS 2021 
 

QUARANTINE (COVID-19) (NO. 3) 
AMENDMENT ORDER 2021 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

POWERS) (PHASED RE-OPENING) 
REGULATIONS 2021 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the information of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the following: 

• Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Exten-
sion Order 2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
Amendment (No. 5) Regulations 2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
Amendment (No. 6) Regulations 2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
(Stay at Home) Regulations 2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Exten-
sion (No. 2) Order 2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
(Stay at Home) Amendment Regulations 
2021; 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
(Stay at Home) Amendment (No. 2) Regula-
tions 2021; 

• Quarantine (COVID-19) (No. 3) Amendment 
Order 2021; and finally, 

• Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
(Phased Re-opening) Regulations 2021. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next paper this morning is in the name of 
the Minister of Labour, Minister Hayward.  
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker— 
 

The Speaker: We hear you; we do not see you. Now 
your camera is on, yes. Go ahead. 
 

THE WAGE COMMISSION REPORT 2021: 
 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A MINIMUM WAGE 

IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the information of this 
Honourable House of Assembly the Recommenda-
tions for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda report. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: We have six Statements this morning. 
The first Statement this morning, Members, is in the 
name of the Premier. 
 Premier, would you like to put your State-
ment? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: If I may, please, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You may. Go right ahead. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION OF SAFEKEY 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning to you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning to colleagues and the listening audi-
ence. 
 Mr. Speaker, this morning I am pleased to 
provide this Honourable House and members of the 
public with additional details regarding the SafeKey 
programme announced on Tuesday. This initiative is 
part of the Government’s effort to allow for more ac-
tivities and businesses to open safely with reduced 
risk of coronavirus exposure as we continue our work 
to eliminate local transmission. It is also in keeping 
with our efforts to upgrade our coronavirus test and 
COVID-19 vaccination certificates to ensure that they 
cannot be forged. With this technology, residents and 
visitors can begin to enjoy activities and events again 
that are so important to the cultural fabric of our Island 
while minimising the risk of any gathering becoming a 
super-spreader event.  
 Mr. Speaker, SafeKey is a QR code that will 
be issued to persons with a negative coronavirus test 
result or to persons who are fully immunised against 
COVID-19 through vaccination, which is two weeks 
after an approved course of a vaccine is completed. 
SafeKey was designed with privacy in mind and will 
contain only the information necessary to ensure that 
it is being used by the person to whom it was issued. 

http://parliament.bm/report/view/2021
http://parliament.bm/report/view/2021
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/c4e0f215626845957d72204d475fff2b.pdf
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This limited information includes the user’s initials, 
month and day of birth, and the expiry date of the 
SafeKey. A SafeKey QR code is valid for three days 
for a negative test result, and until June the 15th for 
fully immunised persons during the initial rollout 
phase. As this is a new programme these expiry peri-
ods may be adjusted while we learn how best to apply 
them.  
 Mr. Speaker, when a SafeKey is presented by 
the user to a business or establishment, the business 
can check to ensure it is authentic by going to veri-
fy.gov.bm on the web browser of a phone, and scan 
the QR Code using the camera. This means no spe-
cial equipment is needed in order to validate that the 
SafeKey is authentic and not a forgery. Once the 
SafeKey is confirmed as valid, identification such as a 
passport or driver’s licence must also be checked to 
ensure the SafeKey is being used by the person to 
whom it was issued. This ensures that if you lose your 
SafeKey, it cannot be used by someone else. To fur-
ther preserve your individual privacy, the SafeKey 
does not contain information about whether the holder 
tested negative or if the holder has been immunised. 
 Mr. Speaker, the QR codes that will now ap-
pear on Bermuda’s vaccination certificates, test re-
sults and SafeKey are developed according to the MIT 
PathCheck Foundation’s Paper Verifiable Credential 
Standard. Initially they will be verifiable by scanning 
them via verify.gov.bm on any mobile phone. This 
programme is built on open-source technology, and 
this means that any local company or local application 
developer can write programmes to leverage the 
SafeKey. I can confirm that the Government engaged 
a young Bermudian, Mr. Dejae Trott, who participated 
in the Bermuda Government’s coding bootcamp in 
2019, to build a mobile application to store SafeKey 
QR codes on mobile phones. Additionally, Mr. Speak-
er, there is strong interest from other local technology 
and event companies who have contacted my office to 
learn how they can leverage the technology.  
 Mr. Speaker, negative test results sent by 
email were upgraded as of yesterday, May the 20th, to 
include QR codes on the test certificate, and persons 
were also sent a separate SafeKey. The SafeKey QR 
codes for immunised persons will be gradually rolled 
out over the coming weeks with emails containing a 
link that persons can click to verify their vaccination 
record details and be issued an upgraded vaccination 
certificate as well as a SafeKey. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we look forward to the open-
ing of a new luxury hotel this weekend, it is important 
that we do not forget our tourists who will be visiting 
Bermuda. Travellers who are not required to quaran-
tine will receive their SafeKey QR codes with their 
negative tests results. This will ensure that our visitors 
to the Island can also utilise this technology without 
needing to do anything extra. Mr. Speaker, SafeKey is 
not a vaccine passport, as you do not need to get a 
vaccine in order to be issued the QR code to enjoy 

activities. The initial use for SafeKey will be to allow 
indoor dining to safely begin again and for churches to 
increase in-person attendance for corporate worship. 
The public health regulations are currently being 
amended to change the existing restrictions for indoor 
dining and churches. Next week we will look to make 
further amendments to expand the use of SafeKey to 
gyms and other higher-risk activities. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that 
though indoor dining is limited to persons with Safe-
Key at this time, this will not be the case forever. If 
Bermuda successfully meets the targets for our move 
to Phase 3 of our reopening, all restaurants will be 
able to be open for indoor dining for all persons. How-
ever, Mr. Speaker, using SafeKey for indoor dining 
now will allow many businesses to rehire more staff 
who have been laid off due to the existing restrictions 
while we continue our collective work as a country to 
eliminate local transmission. As a country we have 
sacrificed, and this Government wants to get as many 
persons back to work as quickly as possible.  
 Mr. Speaker, a successful initial pilot event 
was carried out last weekend for an exempted gather-
ing of people. Immunised attendees and persons who 
were not immunised but tested beforehand were pro-
vided a SafeKey QR code. The technology was suc-
cessfully tested, and SafeKey will be used next week 
for participants and attendees at the Bermuda Day 
event at the National Sports Centre, as well as for par-
ticipants in the Bermuda Day Half Marathon. 
 With this new technology we can move boldly 
towards the future and plan for events like the Annual 
Cup Match Classic, knowing that there is a method to 
minimise the risk for fans, staff and players. SafeKey 
is flexible, and due to the fact that it can be read by 
any mobile phone, it allows individuals to use SafeKey 
for personal events such as a private party at their 
home where guests can be asked to share their Safe-
Key. This can help to minimise the risk of coronavirus 
exposure and can provide added comfort for important 
family gatherings.  
 Mr. Speaker, before I close I must thank the 
teams who worked behind the scenes to get us to 
where we are today. I would like to thank the public 
officers in the Information and Digital Technology De-
partment led by the Chief Information Officer, Mr. Da-
ron Raynor. I would like to thank the team at the De-
partment of Communications, led by the Director, 
Aderonke Bademosi Wilson, for their work to support 
the public rollout of this initiative. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Mr. Denis Pitcher, who has given extensive time and 
effort, and adapted the core technology behind this 
initiative at no additional cost to the Bermuda Gov-
ernment. While jurisdictions like the State of New York 
have implemented similar programmes for $2.5 mil-
lion, we have implemented best-in-class technology in 
Bermuda at minimal cost to the taxpayer. 
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 This technology and the applications that will 
support it will be built in Bermuda, [will be] supported 
by Bermudians and will yield many benefits for our 
summer tourism season. Any resident, visitor or app 
developer, or any Member, Mr. Speaker, who wants to 
learn more about SafeKey can visit the website: 
www.gov.bm/safekey to learn more. Again, Mr. 
Speaker, that is the Government of Bermuda website, 
www.gov.bm/safekey. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we utilise this newest tool in 
our arsenal, we can take confidence from how well 
Bermuda has applied cutting-edge technology 
throughout the pandemic. The WeHealth app has 
helped to notify persons of potential exposure and has 
helped to manage outbreaks. Our travel authorisation 
and testing systems have earned praise from resi-
dents and visitors alike. And now we will use technol-
ogy again through the SafeKey programme to stay 
one step ahead of the coronavirus, to support busi-
nesses and to continue our drive to get Bermudians 
back to work. SafeKey has the potential to be a useful 
tool to help continue our positive trend towards elimi-
nating local transmission while reopening our econo-
my as this Government moves Bermuda beyond the 
pandemic.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Deputy Premier. 
 Deputy Premier, would you like to present 
your Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. Go right ahead. 
 

THE FINAL BERMUDA PLAN 2018 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Again, good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Today I lay for the consideration and ap-
proval the Final Bermuda Plan 2018. The Bermuda 
Plan [2018] (the Plan) is a development plan prepared 
by the Department of Planning to guide development 
for the Island for many years to come. The Plan, 
which covers the entire Island with the exception of 
the City of Hamilton, comprises a policy document 
and zoning maps, and the Tribunal report. Once ap-
proved by both Houses, notice of the approval of the 
Bermuda Plan 2018 will be published in the official 
Gazette.  
 Mr. Speaker, it must be noted that due to the 
size of the documents, the Plan can only be accessed 
electronically. The Planning statement and the Tribu-
nal reports are 200 and 700 pages, respectively. The 
zoning maps are multi-layered, which can be more 
instructional to Honourable Members as the layers 
can be manipulated. I invite members of this Honour-

able House and the public to access the Plan on the 
Planning Department’s website or more specifically by 
entering the URL https://planning.gov.bm/index.php/bermuda-
plan-2018/. (Obviously this will be available to the public 
to see, and they will be able to click quite easily on the 
website and not be guided by my either misstatement 
of this URL code . . .) 
 Mr. Speaker, the Plan 2018 is the product of 
consultation with the public, key stakeholders, statuto-
ry bodies and extensive research. The overarching 
aim of the Plan is “to effectively manage Bermuda’s 
natural and built environment, resources and devel-
opment, and to help build healthy, sustainable com-
munities.” In support of this aim, the Plan is based on 
three strategies—a development strategy, a conserva-
tion strategy and a community strategy. Mr. Speaker, 
within the framework of these strategies, the Bermuda 
Plan 2018 sets out the following five key goals: 

1. conserve open space and protect the Island’s 
natural and built heritage; 

2. provide sufficient development potential to 
meet the community’s needs; 

3. facilitate community improvements in neigh-
bourhoods to create better, healthier and saf-
er places to live and visit; 

4. encourage a more efficient and sustainable 
use and development of land and buildings; 
and 

5. to ensure a high quality of design and acces-
sibility in all new developments. 

 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members may recall 
that the Bermuda Plan 2018 was first released as a 
draft Plan and was the subject of a three-and-a-half-
month public consultation period from the 3rd of De-
cember 2018 to the 15th of March 2019. During this 
consultation period, a total of 457 objections and 
counter-objections were received.  
 Mr. Speaker, of the objections, 282 (or 62 per 
cent) were objections, 161 (35 per cent) were counter- 
objections and 14 (3 per cent) were representations in 
support of zonings or policies in the draft Plan. A total 
of 50 objections were ultimately withdrawn or deemed 
invalid. Of the remaining 232 objections, 147 (63 per 
cent) were zoning related. The most common zoning 
objections involved landowners wanting to remove 
Agricultural Reserve and Woodland Reserve Conser-
vation Areas from their property. This has been a 
common theme with objections to previous draft Ber-
muda Plans and reflects landowners wanting greater 
development potential for their properties.  
 Mr. Speaker, on the 10th of January 2020, I 
appointed the Draft Bermuda Plan 2018 Tribunal [the 
Tribunal] to hold public inquiries for objections and 
representations to the Bermuda Plan 2018. Members 
of the Tribunal were Mr. John Payne (the Chair), Ms. 
Jennifer Haworth and Mr. Carlos Amaral. Additionally, 
Mr. Jonathan Starling, Ms. Vanessa Turner and Ms. 
Quinell Francis were appointed as alternate members.  

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/67746d8031dc5ba1cc828b8e96a13c2f.pdf
https://planning.gov.bm/index.php/bermuda-plan-2018/
https://planning.gov.bm/index.php/bermuda-plan-2018/
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 Mr. Speaker, in the department’s processing 
of the 232 valid objections it was pleasing to note that 
52 per cent of them were resolved between the Plan-
ning Department’s technical officers and the objector. 
This left the remaining 48 per cent of objections in an 
unresolved status to be heard by the Tribunal.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Tribunal commenced in-
person public inquiries on 27th of February 2020; how-
ever, the inquiries were halted shortly thereafter in 
response to the health restrictions imposed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The department acted as swiftly 
as possible to amend the Tribunal procedures, which 
involved holding the hearings virtually and live stream-
ing them from the department’s website. A total of 16 
Tribunal meetings were held in this manner with the 
last hearing concluding on the 10th of December 2020.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Draft Bermuda Plan 2018 
Tribunal Report, which included the Tribunal’s rec-
ommendations for each objection along with general 
remarks, was submitted to me for review and a resolu-
tion. Following the completion of my review, this report 
was finalised to reflect the resolutions of each objec-
tion and representation.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Plan 2018 Plan-
ning Statement and digital zoning maps reflect the 
final resolutions for amendments to the draft Bermuda 
Plan 2018. We will discuss further the resolutions in a 
more fulsome debate on the 4th of June. I look forward 
to receiving the input and questions of Honourable 
Members at that time.  
 Mr. Speaker, the importance of the Bermuda 
Plan 2018 cannot be understated. There is a recog-
nised need to provide flexibility within the policy to 
provide the necessary mechanisms to support devel-
opment and new investment. This, of course, should 
not be to the detriment of our natural environment. 
The work of the department involves assessing the 
competing interests and is becoming increasingly 
challenging in today’s dynamic environment. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity at this time to thank the members of the Tribu-
nal for their hard work and contributions to the Ber-
muda Plan 2018. In addition, I would like to recognise 
the efforts of the Director, Ms. Victoria Pereira, of the 
Department of Planning and all of her team.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is also in 
your name, Minister. Would you like to continue with 
that Statement? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Absolutely. 
Thank you very much for allowing me to continue with 
my next Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

REGULATORY AUTHORITY ANNOUNCEMENT  
REGARDING ELECTRICITY RATES 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I rise to take this 
opportunity to address the Honourable House in order 
to clarify some elements of the recent reduction in 
electricity rates by the Regulatory Authority (the RA). 
The RA has published their report on the decision and 
order resulting from their 2021 Electricity Retail Tariff 
Review, dated 13 May 2021. The new rates, effective 
on the 1st of June, are lower than those set last year, 
which are in turn lower than those in 2019. The most 
dynamic difference is in the lowest tier of use, which 
started at 15.75 cents per kilowatt-hour, decreased to 
12.81 cents in 2020 and has now been set at 
12.53 cents. The rate applies to the first 250 kilowatt-
hours of use. The second tier, for electricity use of 
more than 251 kilowatt-hours and up to 700 kilowatt-
hours, started at 24 cents per kilowatt-hour in 2019, 
dropped to 21.72 cents in 2020 and reduced again to 
21.24 cents in the new revised tariff. 
 These are not the only reductions made, Mr. 
Speaker. The facilities charges (the tariff charged for 
the fixed costs of bringing electricity to customers) 
have also decreased by [about] 3.6 per cent from that 
which was set last year. A customer using 600 kilo-
watt-hours per month should expect to pay $143.72 
for energy (that is, the kilowatt-hours used) in the 
months to come, whereas in 2019 they would have 
paid $166.33, and up until now $147.51. I will provide 
Honourable Members with copies of some tables pre-
pared by the RA to illustrate what the real impact is to 
an average customer. Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, 
businesses will see a reduction in rates varying be-
tween 1.4 [per cent] and 1.8 per cent. This is mean-
ingful in these challenging economic times. 
 Mr. Speaker, I remind the Honourable House 
that electricity tariffs can only be changed by the Reg-
ulatory Authority regardless of any representations or 
assertions made by any other party in any other fo-
rum. The responsibility of the Minister as defined by 
the Electricity Act [2016] (the Act) is to provide policy 
direction when necessary. And I will repeat that sen-
tence so that it is clear the role that the Minister and 
the Government play.  

The responsibility of the Minister as defined 
by the Electricity Act 2016 is to provide policy direction 
when necessary. It is worth noting that existing policy, 
particularly as expressed in section 6 of the Act, spe-
cifically states that the RA’s duty is in part (and I 
quote) “to protect the interests of end-users with re-
spect to prices and affordability, and the adequacy, 
reliability and quality of electricity service . . . .” These 
new rates, resulting from this year’s rate review, re-
flect the purpose and in fact reflect the commitment of 
the 2020 Speech [from] the Throne. The RA is inde-
pendent in respect of its processes and its decisions, 
but like all regulators is bound by the covenant of poli-
cy as defined by the Act.  
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 Mr. Speaker, while these reductions are wel-
come news on the backdrop of an increasingly expen-
sive cost of living, it is vital to recognise the role that 
fuel costs play in our electricity bills. The RA strives to 
ensure that those costs are allocated fairly to all cus-
tomers and that those costs reflect the true costs of 
fuel. For the avoidance of doubt, Mr. Speaker, the 
utility makes no profit on the importation of fuel.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, with this step in the 
right direction for energy costs, it is perhaps more im-
portant now than ever to increase our uptake of re-
newable energy so that fuel costs can be reduced or 
eliminated. With more renewable energy comes less 
[use of] fossil fuel, which accounts for a good portion 
of every electricity bill. Finally, Mr. Speaker, we must 
simultaneously focus on encouraging energy efficien-
cy, which will help control all energy costs.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Education. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? 
 

SALIVA SCREENING PROGRAMME 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, this morning I rise before you 
and my honourable colleagues to share the plans that 
have been put in place to implement a Saliva Screen-
ing Regime Programme in our public schools, com-
mencing Monday, May 24th.  
 Mr. Speaker, having students in school for in-
person learning is a priority. Additionally, ensuring that 
our schools and school environments are safe for staff 
and students is equally important. In light of this, the 
school staff are working diligently to keep COVID-19 
from spreading in school buildings. Our schools are 
making tremendous efforts to keep students, staff and 
by extension our families safe and healthy by imple-
menting safety and health protocols aligned with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and other international health organisations. These 
safety and health protocols provide schools with a 
daily structure for applying the Government’s compre-
hensive prevention and control measures aimed at 
protecting staff and students and mitigating and re-
ducing the risk of transmitting COVID-19.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Entry to Exit Safety and 
Health Protocols for our schools are comprehensive 
documents and include universal prevention strate-
gies such as the following: 

1. morning screenings that include temperature-
taking; 

2. students and staff wearing face masks; 
3. handwashing and sanitising; 
4. respiratory etiquette; 
5. physical distancing; 

6. using cohorts, or bubbles; 
7. wearing personal protection equipment (PPE) 

when necessary; 
8. ensuring good ventilation in rooms; 
9. cleaning, sanitising and disinfecting rooms 

and frequently touched surfaces throughout 
the school day using EPA-approved products; 
and 

10. posting safety and health signs to promote 
safety and protective measures. 

 We recognise that the implementation of one 
safety measure will not work on its own. Therefore, a 
combined approach of all of these aforementioned 
prevention strategies will reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19 and help keep our school environments 
safe.  
 Mr. Speaker, in addition to the Entry to Exit 
Safety and Health Protocols created for each school 
level, the Department of Health has used current re-
search and best practice to develop another layer of 
safety-specific protocols to reduce the transmission of 
the COVID-19 virus. These include specific protocols 
for the following: 

• minibuses when transporting students to and 
from school; 

• sitting exams in large rooms; 
• field trips; and 
• the use of the computer labs. 

These protocols drill down and outline explicit 
practices that staff and students must follow to reduce 
the transmission of COVID-19 when engaging in 
these types of activities. As schools make every effort 
to implement these protocols, the Department of 
Health has made it very clear that the protocols must 
be strictly adhered to 100 per cent of the time to re-
duce the spread of COVID-19.  
 Mr. Speaker, the EEMC (Education Emergen-
cy Measures Committee) met on May the 3rd to dis-
cuss the implementation of yet another safety meas-
ure—the introduction of a saliva screening strategy for 
public and private schools. The saliva screening strat-
egy provides a means for identifying and mitigating 
the risks for exposure of COVID-19 in school build-
ings. The goal is to use the saliva test as a screen to 
help break the chains of transmission quickly. The 
screening strategy will identify persons in our schools 
who may be COVID-19 positive and asymptomatic. 
Health officials will then determine the exposure risk 
and put in place the proper requirements to isolate 
individuals who have tested positive. The EEMC sup-
ported the introduction of the saliva screening pro-
gramme in schools.  
 Mr. Speaker, the ability to offer COVID-19 
testing at both public and private schools at every lev-
el, from preschool to senior school, and at Success 
Academy and Dame [Marjorie Bean] Hope Academy, 
is one more tool to help ensure our students can con-
tinue in-person learning safely. Bermuda’s public and 
private schools will join other schools around the 
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world that have implemented saliva screening pro-
grammes and have demonstrated that saliva testing in 
schools is feasible, acceptable and effective. These 
include some schools in Canada, the United States, 
France, England and Germany.  
 Mr. Speaker, our research revealed that for 
schools to sustain saliva screening programmes, 
partnerships are required with organisations that can 
support, oversee and coordinate the programme. The 
Department of Education has been very fortunate to 
establish a partnership with the Government’s Mo-
lecular Diagnostic Lab (MDL). Schools are responsi-
ble for ensuring the organisation of staff, students and 
the facility for testing. At the same time, MDL provides 
all of the equipment, resources, saliva kits, the sched-
ule and their staff to oversee the testing. This pro-
gramme would not be possible without the partnership 
with MDL, and we are indebted to them for their sup-
port. 
 Mr. Speaker, only students who have parental 
consent will participate. Each school will know in ad-
vance when testing will occur at the school so that 
parents and students are aware. We are also appre-
ciative of MDL for making special testing provisions 
for students who are in our ASD and Functional Skills 
programmes and who also attend Dame Hope Acad-
emy. Mr. Speaker, the saliva screening programme 
involves each school organising students into groups, 
as detailed by the MDL Team, with one group of stu-
dents from across classes to be tested each week. 
Testing groups of students each week will provide the 
Molecular Diagnostic Lab with samples across class-
rooms, and it will help determine any COVID-19 risks 
in the school on an ongoing basis. Repeated testing 
increases the chances of detecting the virus at a mo-
ment when new infections are occurring or have just 
occurred. Dr. Carika Weldon, the Director of the Gov-
ernment’s MDL, has also advised us that the saliva 
tests are as accurate as the nasal pharyngeal tests.  
 Mr. Speaker, staff who consent to participate 
in the programme will be scheduled for testing based 
on the frequency of their interactions with others. For 
example, a member of staff who interacts with many 
different students or other staff would be tested each 
week. Staff members who have contact with only 
some students and some staff would be tested every 
two weeks. Lastly, those staff with fewer interactions 
such as [with only] one class, would be tested once 
per month.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Education sent 
out information letters to parents and principals that 
explained the process that must be followed when 
participating in the programme. On the day students 
and staff are scheduled for the saliva test, they must 
not eat, drink or chew gum at least 30 minutes prior to 
the test. This involves depositing a saliva sample in 
containers as provided by the MDL with oversight by 
MDL staff. 

 Mr. Speaker, once MDL secures the saliva 
samples, the results are available within 24 hours. 
The results of the saliva tests are sent to parents and 
guardians, not to the school principal or the Depart-
ment of Education. If a positive test is detected, then 
the result is sent to the individual’s physician or GP 
and must be followed up with a nasal pharyngeal test. 
 Mr. Speaker, a series of town hall meetings 
were held with the Department of Education staff, 
school staff, and parents and guardians the week of 
May 10. We were also fortunate to have Dr. Carika 
Weldon and Mr. Tarik Bean-Darrell, MDL’s School 
Saliva Testing Coordinator, on hand to present infor-
mation about the saliva testing programme and re-
spond to questions. Videos of the sessions have been 
posted on the Education Department’s YouTube 
Channel. 
 Mr. Speaker, as previously mentioned, the 
Ministry also sent letters to parents and guardians 
about the saliva testing programme via their respec-
tive schools. These efforts were undertaken to ensure 
that parents had various opportunities to receive ade-
quate information to make an informed decision. Mr. 
Speaker, parents have been sent a link to an electron-
ic consent form which must be completed and re-
turned to the department. As of Wednesday, May 19, 
a total of 1,863 parents and/or guardians have given 
consent for their children to participate in the saliva 
testing programme. We appreciate their support of our 
efforts to make our schools safer.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry recognises that 
when children are not in school full-time and engaged 
in face-to-face learning, this is directly associated with 
a decline in health, well-being and educational 
achievement. We intend to do all that we can to keep 
our students in school with continuous learning until 
the end of the school term.  

The saliva screening programme will enable 
us to do this by being proactive with the asymptomatic 
saliva screening, which will add another layer of pro-
tection against COVID-19. Mr. Speaker, our school 
staff are doing an excellent job conducting in-person 
classes while simultaneously implementing various 
layers of safety measures in classrooms and schools, 
which now include the saliva screening programme. 
This regime will be implemented during the remainder 
of this school year.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing I must emphasise that 
we need families and the community at large to do 
their part to keep our children and schools safe for 
learning. Therefore, it is critically important that we 
follow public health guidelines, wear a mask, practice 
good hand hygiene, maintain physical distance and 
download the WeHealth Bermuda app. Lastly, I en-
courage everyone to do the research, talk with their 
doctor and make an informed decision about getting 
the COVID-19 vaccine. Let us all work together to 
keep our students, staff and school environments safe 
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so schools remain open and in-person learning can 
continue for the remainder of the school year. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Labour. Mr. Hayward, would 
you like to present your Statement? 
 

THE WAGE COMMISSION REPORT 2021: 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A MINIMUM WAGE  

IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, today I laid be-
fore this Honourable House the report entitled Rec-
ommendations for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Wage Commission [the 
Commission] was established by the Employment 
(Wage Commission) Act 2019 (the Act) based on a 
recommendation from a Parliamentary Joint Select 
Committee on the establishment of a living and mini-
mum wage regime. Its function is to “conduct such 
studies, reviews and analyses as are necessary . . . 
and . . . to make recommendations on the minimum 
hourly wage and the living wage rate to be prescribed 
by the Minister [of Labour].” The Commission func-
tions as an independent authority. It is chaired by Mr. 
Cordell Riley and consists of eight members. The 
Commission is charged with consulting extensively 
with relevant stakeholders, including representatives 
of employers and employees, to help determine the 
effect of a minimum wage on businesses. The Com-
mission will also work with businesses to minimise the 
shock on any establishment.  
 Mr. Speaker, according to some reports, stud-
ying the impact of a minimum wage on the economy is 
the most researched topic in all of economics. No 
matter what side of the debate you are on, you will 
find many studies to support your viewpoint. The 
Commission remained focused on its task of recom-
mending a minimum wage for Bermuda with the 
knowledge that a minimum wage will assist in the fol-
lowing: 

1. promoting fair compensation for employees; 
2. improving an individual’s quality of life; 
3. preventing exploitation of workers; and 
4. preventing working families that are below the 

poverty line from receiving what many would 
consider to be unliveable wages.  

 Mr. Speaker, most modern developed coun-
tries have a minimum wage regime. More than 90 per 
cent of the countries designated as International La-
bour Organization (ILO) member states currently have 
a statutory wage scheme of some sort. Considerable 
evidence-based studies have outlined the many bene-
fits realised by both the employers and employees in 
countries where a minimum wage has been instituted.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to reiterate that the 
debate surrounding the introduction of a mandatory 

statutory remuneration regime has concluded. With 
the passage of the Employment (Wage Commission) 
Act 2019, this debate has been settled and the ques-
tions now become How and when do we implement 
this regime? I tabled this report today as part of the 
Ministry’s efforts to transparently share with the public 
at the soonest possible opportunity all of the infor-
mation that has been provided to us. We encourage 
discussion amongst all of Bermuda on the setting of 
appropriate rates. Mr. Speaker, the Commission sub-
mitted three options for a minimum wage, depending 
on what is expected to be achieved, as follows: 

• Option 1: A minimum wage of $13.19, which 
is 42 per cent of the median hourly wage in 
2019. 

• Option 2: A minimum wage of $15.71, which 
is 50 per cent of the median hourly wage. This 
option is at the threshold of the poverty level, 
thus setting a wage level that is not below the 
poverty level.  

• Option 3: A minimum wage of $17.28, which 
is 55 per cent of the median hourly wage. At 
this level, the wage is set at the lower bounds 
of a liveable wage. A minimum wage at this 
level would pave the way for transition to a 
liveable wage.  

 Mr. Speaker, while some have expressed 
concerns about the production of the Wage Commis-
sion’s Report and the publishing of the report in this 
format, we believed it important for all stakeholders to 
digest the unabridged report. Businesses can be as-
sured that the Government will take a measured ap-
proach as it considers the way forward. Mr. Speaker, 
any business currently operating with a business 
model that is predicated on poverty wages should 
seek to change its business model. 
 In closing, the Ministry extends sincere thanks 
to the Commission for its work on this matter and 
awaits receipt of its second report on a living wage. 
Following this, the Government will review the rec-
ommendations and considerations contained in the 
reports with the aim to table a Wage Bill in Parliament 
that will establish a statutory minimum wage in align-
ment with a living wage regime. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The final Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of National Security. Minister 
Ming, would you like to present your Statement at this 
time? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.  

I just want to beg your indulgence because 
there have been developments since my Statement 
was written. And I would just like to add those last two 
paragraphs at the end if you do not mind. 
 
The Speaker: For clarity? 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/1a08277020d71b42316d03bee799c6d0.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/1a08277020d71b42316d03bee799c6d0.pdf


Official Hansard Report 21 May 2021 1425 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: There are matters of importance that 
you would like to highlight at this time that just devel-
oped? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes, please, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: So, Members, we are going to seek 
your permission, because normally, what is printed is 
what has to be read. And we are pretty stringent that 
that is stuck to in normal cases. 
 Minister, I am looking at the title, which is Hur-
ricane Preparedness, and I have been following the 
news and the weather today in reference to what po-
tentially is out there. So I am going to take it that your 
additional comments will be in reference to the current 
status that has just come up? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: With that clarity, I will allow the addi-
tional. But under normal circumstances, it is not done. 
 So, Minister, continue. 
 

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Thank you very much, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to remind this 
Honourable House that we are about to enter hurri-
cane season, which runs from June 1st until Novem-
ber 30th. Mr. Speaker, based on records of the last 30 
years the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA) National Hurricane Center (NHC) has 
raised the number from what is considered an aver-
age season. The numbers have risen from a yearly 
average of 12 main storms to 14 main storms, and 
from six hurricanes to seven hurricanes. The average 
for major hurricanes classified as a Category 3 or 
above remains the same, at three. 
 Mr. Speaker, the 2020 season saw a record-
breaking season with 30 named tropical storms, 13 
hurricanes and 6 major hurricanes. Bermuda saw Hur-
ricane Paulette strike overnight on the 13th and 14th of 
September, and Hurricane Teddy strike overnight one 
week later on the 20th and the 21st of September.  

Mr. Speaker, with this said, the early [predic-
tions] for the 2021 are that the season will be even 
more active than the newer, higher averages. Colora-
do State University, which is recognised as the world’s 
leader in predictions, have predicted that the early 
season forecast is 17 main storms, 8 hurricanes, [and] 
4 major hurricanes. NOAA, NHC issued their predic-
tions for the 2021 season. The first tropical storm of 
the 2021 season was announced on May the 10th for 
the Pacific Coast. Due to climate change, the NHC 
started its forecast two weeks earlier this year, on May 
the 15th. 

 Mr. Speaker, each year the Government be-
gins its preparations for hurricane season in advance 
of the start of the season. In preparation for the 2021 
season, the Emergency Broadcast Facility 100.1 FM 
has now been fully relocated to the new government 
tower at Prospect and is broadcasting every day at 
reduced power. Power will be increased if needed. 
Honourable Members may recall that the station was 
used last December during the Island-wide power 
outage. The public is encouraged to familiarise them-
selves with the station by tuning in from time to time. 
 Mr. Speaker, Hurricane Preparedness Week 
is traditionally held during the first week in June and 
will run this year from Monday, May 31st until Friday, 
June the 4th. During Hurricane Preparedness Week, 
the Disaster Risk Reduction and Mitigation Team, 
commonly known as DRRM, will coordinate a number 
of exercises to familiarise staff and train new staff with 
the Emergency Measures Organisation Operations 
Centre located at the Hamilton Fire Station. This week 
will also be used to test equipment and conduct staff 
training for the Emergency Broadcast Facility (the 
EBF).  

The Emergency Broadcast Facility will test its 
connections with the Bermuda Weather Service and 
the Government Facebook Live link. Additionally, Mr. 
Speaker, the Emergency Broadcast channel will go 
live each day during lunchtime for 30 minutes with 
guest speakers for the daily preparedness teams, 
which are as follows:  

• Monday, Personal Safety; 
• Tuesday, Family Safety; 
• Wednesday, Financial Security; 
• Thursday, Strengthen Your Home; and 
• Friday, Community and Neighbours. 

Mr. Speaker, during this week the EMO will 
meet on Wednesday, June the 2nd, to ensure planning 
from each organisation is underway for the 2021 sea-
son. 
 Mr. Speaker, we all understand that it only 
takes one hurricane to make 2021 an active season 
for Bermuda. And I urge all residents to be prepared.  

• Now is the time to prepare and repair your 
house for hurricane season.  

• Now is the time to look at your family plans 
and update them with any changes to phone 
numbers and other important information.  

• Now is the time to stock all of your medical 
prescriptions that your family and pets require 
and ensure that you have at least two weeks’ 
supply on hand.  

• Now is the time to check your hurricane kit to 
make sure you have working flashlights, a 
portable radio with spare batteries and a stock 
of non-perishable food to last your family for 
seven days.  

• Now is the time to ensure your house insur-
ance policy is up to date.  
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• Now is the time to visit your vulnerable neigh-
bours and ask them if they need any help with 
their preparations—keeping COVID-19 safety 
precautions in mind, of course. 

 Mr. Speaker, several years ago the Depart-
ment of Communications released their smartphone 
application called Treefrog. This app will alert all users 
to news and alerts posted by the Bermuda Govern-
ment and includes any alerts posted by the Emergen-
cy Measures Organisation that the public needs to be 
urgently aware of. I urge all of this Honourable House 
and all of Bermuda’s residents to sign up for this app, 
which is free, to ensure that you receive all emergen-
cy alerts. 
 Mr. Speaker, the DRRM team will hold a fur-
ther EMO meeting for all Emergency Measures Or-
ganisation agencies in late August to update the coun-
try on the last hurricane season forecast for 2021, 
which will be published at the beginning of August. 
Each year during the hurricane season, Bermuda has 
an opportunity to demonstrate its strength and resili-
ence. I am confident that with proper preparation this 
year will be no different, and we will safely weather 
any storms that may test our shores. The DRRM team 
and the Ministry of National Security will continue to 
work to ensure that we are well prepared. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we speak, the Bermuda 
Weather Service is in constant communication with 
the National Hurricane Center in Miami, as there is a 
non-tropical low-pressure area located about 500 
miles east/northeast of Bermuda which is producing 
winds to storm force and disorganised showers and 
thunderstorms. We are expecting this storm to pass, 
to move towards Bermuda over the weekend and 
bring adverse weather conditions. And it will likely be-
come a subtropical cyclone later today or on Saturday 
near to the northeast of Bermuda.  

Mr. Speaker, the Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Mitigation Team are in constant communication with 
the Bermuda Weather Service and will be over the 
weekend in case this storm intensifies, and the Emer-
gency Measures Organisation has to be convened. 
This is not expected to occur, but Bermuda residents 
should check the Bermuda Weather Service website 
during the weekend for the latest updates.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Much appreciated. 
 Members, that brings us to a close of the 
Statements for today. We are moving on [with] the 
Order Paper. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 
 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: Members, we have a series of ques-
tions today, both written questions and questions from 
Members regarding Statements that were given this 
morning. Before I acknowledge the first set of ques-
tions, let me just make reference to the last sitting.  

During Question Period, the Minister of 
Works, Minister Burch, made an indication that he 
would supply additional information in reference to a 
question that was put. The Minister has supplied that 
information and it is has been put up on the Share-
Point for Members. And that was in reference to the 
Stimulus Programme contracts. 
 Thank you, Minister, for following up with that. 
 Now begins our question time, and you know 
there are 60 minutes for that. It is now 10:54. We will 
turn to the written questions. The first written question 
this morning is in the name of the Opposition Leader 
and it is to the Minister of Works, Minister Burch. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
written question? You have three questions, and each 
of them is indicated for an oral response. Opposition 
Leader. 
 

QUESTION 1: CORRECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN 
AT NOTORIOUS ACCIDENT BLACKSPOT 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House what remedial action and what 
additional corrective measures the Government in-
tends to take to ensure that the frequent accident spot 
on the corner of Zuill’s Park Road and South Road is 
safer for all road users? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Yes. 
 Mr. Speaker, my response is [that] this matter 
was first brought to my attention in June 2020 when I 
received a petition from the residents of Zuill’s Park 
calling for the removal of a new hedge and fence. The 
Ministry of Public Works to this point had already ap-
plied a number of traffic-calming measures to the 
junction of Zuill’s Park Road and South Road to im-
prove road safety. The key issues are [that] visibility 
for drivers (on the South Road and those exiting on 
Zuill’s Park Road) is severely limited to the west by a 
wall and to the east by a fence, a hedge and a 
BELCO column. 
 The main problem with this location is that the 
vehicles on South Road traveling from the west speed 
up as they travel downhill in an easterly direction, and 
due to the limited visibility emerging traffic from Zuill’s 
Park will on occasion not see these rather fast-moving 
vehicles. The circumstances of the accidents provided 
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by BPS [Bermuda Police Service] indicate this to be 
the main cause of accidents at this location. 
 In order to compensate, vehicles turning right 
to exit Zuill’s Park Road watch for both westbound 
vehicles and then turn very quickly once there is a gap 
in the eastbound traffic. But because the visibility is 
severely limited, on occasion the gap they can see is 
inadequate to allow them to cross the eastbound lane. 
The accident record also bears this out. Such driving 
behaviour remains risky and could not be encouraged.  

Zuill’s Park Road is a private street, and 
maintenance of safety on the highway for users of this 
road is the responsibility of the owners of this street. 
The Minister also has a statutory duty to address road 
safety issues irrespective of the status of the road. 
The statutory duty, however, is not a strict duty. 
 Work carried out so far is as follows: 
 (1) Sets of rumble strips have been installed 
on South Road on both approaches to the junction. 
Some residents are reporting that they have been ef-
fective, whilst others feel that they have had no im-
pact. However, observations indicate that these have 
had a calming effect on traffic, particularly motorcycles 
on South Road. One resident has also complained 
about the increase in road noise, which is a known 
effect of rumble strips. 
 (2) The rumble strips, however, have been 
formed with thermoplastics, and under certain adverse 
weather conditions this material can cause a loss of 
grip. The plan is to replace the thermoplastic with anti-
skid resin when the resources are available. Never-
theless, a judgment was made that on balance the 
rumble strips improved safety at this junction despite 
the possible loss of grip. 
 (3) A pedestrian crossing was installed at the 
top of the bank near St. Mark’s Church not only to 
provide a safer crossing point, but also to create 
awareness of the road environment for eastbound 
drivers on South Road. 
 (4) A number of road signs warning of the 
hidden junction on the new crossing were erected 
again to improve awareness of drivers. 
 (5) The stop line on Zuill’s Park Road has 
been moved forward to improve visibility of drivers 
waiting to emerge. 
 (6) Action markings have been introduced on 
the west side of Zuill’s Park Road to indicate the saf-
est waiting area for vehicles waiting to join South 
Road. 
 (7) Three mirrors were installed, one curved 
and one flat mirror to improve sight of vehicles ap-
proaching from the left, and one curved mirror to im-
prove sight of vehicles approaching from the east. 
Some residents dislike the curved mirrors, as it dis-
torts the reflection of the approaching vehicles. How-
ever, the curved mirror provides a wider viewing angle 
and thus improves the distance of the visibility of ap-
proaching vehicles. 

 (8) Unfortunately, the supplier of the curved 
mirrors has not supplied the proper fixings, and W&E 
[Works & Engineering] staff have been making wood-
en formwork to install these mirrors. That formwork 
imposes unusual strain upon the glass, causing the 
mirror to crack. This has been attributed to vandalism 
in the past, but proper consideration of the pattern of 
cracks indicates otherwise. New mirrors have been 
ordered which are more expensive but have the cor-
rect fixings. And the additional cost is much less than 
the cost of labour for making the formwork and replac-
ing broken mirrors. 
 (9) The landowner of the farmland to the east 
has given an undertaking to regularly prune his 
hedge. Several residents contact the Ministry every 
time the landowner is neglectful of trimming his hedge 
back; it is not clear if they contact the landowner be-
forehand. 
 Further work planned to be carried out: 
 1. To replace the thermoplastic rumble strips 
with anti-skid resin to reduce the prospect of bicycles 
losing grip on South Road. This requires the resin ket-
tle to be repaired in order for the work to be carried 
out. 
 2. Replace the broken mirrors. There have 
been some delays in procurement of the mirrors be-
cause of the new supplier that is being used and also 
due to the disruption due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: No, I am not finished 
yet, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: I was about to call on the Opposition 
Leader to put a further supplementary. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I am trying to turn the 
phone off. I am trying to get as fulsome an answer as 
possible over what has taken place over the years. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Much appreciated. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Options to resolve the 
issues for the longer term: 
 Option 1: Move the wall to the west back by 
around five feet. This would resolve visibility problems 
for the eastbound vehicles. However, the cost of this 
option is likely to be around $200,000, plus land pur-
chase costs. As the work will be on a private street, 
the liability for the cost lies with the owners. However, 
the Minister is able to contribute to some or all of the 
costs under certain conditions, at his discretion. Nego-
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tiations need to be had with the owner of the property 
on the western side of the junction, as there will be a 
loss of a sizable portion of his property. 
 Option 2: To create a new five-foot footpath 
along the northern side of South Road for the length 
of the farmland property including underground 
BELCO cables and removing the column. This would 
also improve the visibility for the private access onto 
South Road further to the east of Zuill’s Park Road 
and enable moving the existing bus stop to a more 
commodious and safer location, enabling passengers 
to emerge onto a footpath. The budget estimate for 
the work will be around $50,000, plus land purchase 
cost. Preliminary discussions were held with the land-
owner, and he initially indicated a willingness to nego-
tiate the sale of land required for this footpath. How-
ever, some altercation with his neighbours appears to 
have caused him to change his mind, and he is re-
portedly no longer willing to sell a strip of his land. 
Nevertheless, there is provision in legislation for com-
pulsory purchase of land in such situations should the 
Minister consider it appropriate to do so. Advice is 
being sought from the Attorney General’s Chambers. 
 Option 3: In order to improve visibility to the 
east, the BELCO column could be moved or the ca-
bles installed underground. The cost for moving a col-
umn at another location has been quoted as being 
$3,000. But the problem remains as to where it could 
be moved so that it would not interfere with visibility. A 
preferred option would be to underground the cables, 
and this could cost in the region of $20,000. An 
easement will need to be negotiated with the land-
owner of the farm for this action. 
 Option 4: Negotiated contract between the 
neighbours to agree a process of trimming back the 
hedge before requesting the Ministry to intervene in 
this neighbour dispute. 
 Option 5: The Minister would be able to in-
struct the defined visibility splay to the east is main-
tained clear of obstruction at all times, necessitating 
the removal of the hedge in the visibility splay area. A 
normal Bermuda highway standard for visibility splays 
for development purposes is 8 feet by 120 feet. The 
landowner has already moved his hedge back to this 
standard after a request. However, given the higher 
vehicle speed for this location and the unusual driving 
behaviour of users of Zuill’s Park Road, it may be ap-
propriate to impose a higher standard for this splay. A 
splay of 15 feet by 150 feet may be more appropriate 
where actual speeds are up to 40 miles per hour. 
 To impose this higher standard, it is prudent 
for the Minister to make a formal decision detailing the 
reason for this imposition. Also, this option does not 
address the obstruction caused by the BELCO col-
umn, and it is advised that this option should be taken 
in conjunction with aforementioned option 3, as the 
argument for keeping the visibility splay clear would 
apply equally to BELCO. 

 Considerations: Options 1 and 2 combined 
would provide the best technical solution overall, but 
would be very costly at $250,000 to $300,000. Op-
tion 2 alone solves most of the technical issues and 
also improves bus passenger facilities and addresses 
the visibility problem for the access to the east. Alt-
hough we could try to persuade the landowner, we 
can use compulsory purchase powers if necessary, 
and that cost would be $50,000. 
 Option 3 is the cheapest solution that has 
technical merit. Residents may still complain about the 
hedge regardless, however, for biased reasons—
$3,000 for pole relocation or $20,000 for underground 
cables. 

Option 4 is aspirational, as the residents have 
been very antagonistic to one another thus far. It 
would take much effort, and residents still may be un-
happy in the future—zero cost, but huge headache. 
 Options 5 and 3 combined would be the 
cheapest option. This would leave the landowner un-
happy, but solve the technical issues for the cheapest 
cost and appease the majority of the residents—
$3,000. Based upon the disposition of the neighbour-
hood, it is unlikely that any option other than 5 will sat-
isfy them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Opposition Leader, do you have any supple-
mentary questions for this? I cannot hear you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I do, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Put your supplementary. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: First of all, I would like to 
thank the Minister for such a thorough response. It is 
much, much appreciated. 
 
The Speaker: It was thorough, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: He has identified the five 
options. And I am delighted that some of the thoughts 
that I had in my mind as to a solution were included in 
the options. So my question is, When will the Minister 
be in a position to select the final option, and when will 
the final option be implemented? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I have not had a final 
recommendation from the technical officers. Once I do 
that, I will consider the options and then make a deci-
sion. I expect that this will happen within the next 
month. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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 Supplementary or do you want to move on to 
your next question?  

I cannot hear you. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: You are still muted. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: My next question. Thank 
you, Minister. Thank you, Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Next question. Thank you. If you would, 
read the second question so that the Minister and the 
public can hear it. 
 

QUESTION 2: CORRECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN 
AT NOTORIOUS ACCIDENT BLACKSPOT  

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
an update to this Honourable House as to when the 
entire remediation plan for this intersection will be 
made public? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I just 
provided an update on the background and the con-
siderations I must make before we move forward. So 
it has just been made public. 
 
The Speaker: As thorough as it was, I agree that it is 
now public, as well. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I agree. I accept that. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Would you like to move on to 
your third question, Opposition Leader? 
 

QUESTION 3: CORRECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN 
AT NOTORIOUS ACCIDENT BLACKSPOT  

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, please. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House when will the Minister meet 
with the residents of the Zuill’s Park area to share all 
of the remedial options and invite their input? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I would 
not be meeting with the residents. Ministry technical 
officers have already met and then communicated 
with residents on multiple occasions, and since which 
the Ministry has received copious amounts of feed-
back from them. Many disagree with the options of-
fered. This feedback has been compiled to give me a 
full understanding of the issues. And together with the 
advice of my technical officers, I have outlined the 

course of a remedy in the answer to the first parlia-
mentary question. It remains for us to put the options 
and costs to the residents of Zuill’s Park to see if they 
can agree a way forward before a recommendation is 
put to me to make the decision. 
 Despite all of our efforts, I am mindful that we 
will never satisfy all of the residents no matter what 
scheme is decided upon. But I can assure that the 
decision will be made after considering all options. 
And as I indicated in the previous question, all of this 
should occur within the next month. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. I have no further ques-
tions. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 We will now move on to the next written ques-
tion. And that is in the name of MP Cannonier. 
 And, Minister Burch, this is for you as well. 
 MP Cannonier, you have your three ques-
tions. Would you like to read your first question? And 
again, it is indicated for oral response. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
MP Cannonier is outside of the House of Assembly 
today. And so I have been asked to please read these 
on his behalf. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, the rules do allow for another 
Member if the House has been informed that the cur-
rent Member is absent. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I have no objection, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Just to verify for myself.  
 MP Jackson, will you read the question? 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDIANA BEACH RESORT—
PROGRESS UPDATE 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. 
 Will the Honourable Minister (and this is the 
Honourable Colonel Burch) please provide this Hon-
ourable House with an update on the progress of the 
Bermudiana Beach Resort redevelopment, including 
the Hilton Franchise Agreement and local/overseas 
buyers/investors of the units? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, the plan 
involves converting the existing property into a mid-
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market condo hotel with additional leisure facilities 
which will be operated as a resort under a Hilton fran-
chise.  

The condo hotel model is well proven in most 
islands, but was not feasible in Bermuda until the lat-
est hotel development Act removed earlier real estate 
ownership restrictions. Condo buyers have only 90 
days annual personal occupancy, and the condos are 
in a hotel rental programme the balance of the year. 
The nine buildings containing 78 apartments will be 
converted into 97 units for sale, which with lock-off 
subdivisions provide 111 hotel keys for rentals. 
 All of the condos are being refitted with new 
improved kitchen and bathroom fixtures as befitting a 
boutique hotel. Additional kitchenettes and bathrooms 
are being added to facilitate the 111 hotel keys format, 
and the patios are being added or extended. External 
elevators are being added to the building exteriors as 
part of hotel upgrade requirements. Buildings have 
been painted an attractive range of Bermuda pastel 
colours. All of the cold- and hot-water supplies have 
been redesigned on a centralised basis to meet hotel 
specifications. Electrical and IT systems are being 
similarly upgraded. 
 Seven of the existing condo units are to be 
converted to communal facilities to include a reception 
area, restaurant, bars, meeting room, spa, gym and 
back-of-house support areas. Outdoor amenities in-
clude two recreational pools, one with an infinity pool 
design, walking patio areas and dual funicular lifts to 
the beach below. 
 Phasing and development schedule: The first 
phase of redevelopment has commenced, including a 
full survey of all buildings to identify all infrastructure 
and building services routing; sidewalks and land-
scaping on the west end of the site; construction of 
two elevator towers, one on each of Blocks A and B; 
fit-out of four model types as show units—a studio, a 
one-bedroom, a two-bedroom and three-bedroom 
condos; fit-out of the sales office suite; equipping of 
four office areas for project management, hotel man-
agement and contractors. Furniture for 60 per cent of 
the condos has been manufactured, paid for and is in 
the process of shipping. All condo designs have been 
approved by Hilton. Construction can commence im-
minently for completion, and an initial hotel opening in 
2021/22 subject to debt funding. 
 Construction works comprise the conversion 
of four blocks, A, D, F and G; further site works and 
landscaping; the installation of two additional eleva-
tors, one on each of Blocks F and G; conversion and 
expansion of ground floor units in Block F for the re-
ception area, the restaurant and bar; conversion of 
units in Block C for back-of-house facilities; construc-
tion of the clifftop infinity-edge pool in front of Block F; 
installation of the first tram on the funicular down to 
the beach; and completion of initial car park. The in-
tention is for phase 1B conversion works to gain the 

finance partially from condo sales, which would accel-
erate significantly with the phase 1A, hotel opening. 
 The phase 1B works is 19 condos equivalent 
to 21 hotel units for rent and can commence from the 
1st of November 2021 for completion in June 2022 in 
time for that year’s high season. Phase 1B construc-
tion works comprise conversion of two further blocks, 
B and C; further site works and landscaping; installa-
tion of two additional elevators, one on each of Blocks 
B and C; conversion of ground floor units in Block C 
for the spa; and an expansion of back-of-house areas; 
construction of the second pool adjacent to the spa in 
Block C; and installation of the second tram on the 
funicular down to the beach; completion of further car 
park areas. The intention is for phase 2 conversion 
works to be financed totally from condo sales, which 
should accelerate again with the phase 1 being larger 
hotel operations. The phase 2 works adds 36 condos 
equivalent to 42 hotel units for rent and is likely to 
commence on the 1st of November 2022 for comple-
tion on the 1st of April 2023 in time for that year’s high 
season. 
 Phase 2 construction works comprise the 
conversion of three further blocks, E, H and J; further 
site works and landscaping; installation of three addi-
tional elevators, one on each of Blocks E, H and J; the 
completion of further car park areas; and the supply of 
the remaining condo furniture. 
 The project team are the Bermudiana Beach 
Resort. Redevelopment is in the process of complet-
ing the final negotiation for financing the next phase of 
the redevelopment. The Hilton franchise agreement is 
completed, and the team is in the process of revamp-
ing the sales and marketing programme for the units 
to take advantage of the extensive Hilton network. 
The current sales pipeline consists of approximately 
200 potential buyers. COVID-19 is delaying site visits 
to the Island, Americans and Canadians who say they 
want to view the four show units. Local potential buy-
ers are deterred by perceived delays in the project 
and the current lack of construction progress onsite. 
 There is currently one potential purchaser 
who has placed a deposit for a unit. We believe the 
current arrangement to secure $10 million will address 
the reservation being shown by both the local and 
overseas investors.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Is there a supplementary question? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Nothing from me, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have a supplemental, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
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Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary, Opposition 
Leader. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. Thank you, Min-
ister. 
 You indicated that most of the financing for 
phases 1 and 2 will be derived from condo sales. Can 
the Minister confirm what type of commitment has the 
Government made from a financing point of view? 
How much will this total development cost the gov-
ernment and people of Bermuda, given that the prop-
erty is owned by the government and people of Ber-
muda? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, $7 mil-
lion has been spent already. We expect that phase 1A 
and B will be completed with the proceeds of the $10 
million loan, which is nine-tenths of the way there. We 
have about 55 items that need to be completed in or-
der for Clarien [Bank] to finally approve the loan. We 
are halfway there, with the remainder expected to be 
completed in various stages before the end of the 
month. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. And so the $10 mil-
lion— 
 
The Speaker: The second sup? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 So the $10 million guarantee that was ap-
proved by the House is used to support the Clarien 
loan? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: No. The $10 million is 
the Clarien loan. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. You used your two sup-
plementaries. 
 Does anyone else have a supplementary on 
that question? 
 There are none. 
 MP Jackson, before you put the second ques-
tion, to clarify for Members, Standing Order 17(4) 
speaks to the ability for another Member to put the 
questions of the Member who had a written question 
but was not present in the House at the time. So MP 
Jackson has been asked by the Member who wrote 

the question to put the question, and it is allowed un-
der Standing Order 17(4). 
 MP Jackson, would you like to put the second 
question? 
 

QUESTION 2: DANIEL’S HEAD, SITE UPDATE 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
this Honourable House an update on Daniel’s Head? 
This is concerning the leasing of government land to 
Westover Farm, the marketing of Nine Beaches Re-
sort to both local and foreign developers, or any Ber-
muda Land Development Corporation redevelopment 
of the property. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, in a Min-
isterial Statement to this House on the 13th of July 
2018, I stated that I had recently met with the Bas-
come brothers to discuss their continued occupation 
of Westover Farm. I later announced that their lease 
would be renewed for 21 years less a day from the 1st 
of May 2019.  

The marketing of Nine Beaches Resort ended 
in December 2019 when the Bermuda Government 
instructed BLDC [Bermuda Land Development Com-
pany] to end its agreement with KPMG for advisory 
services as related to positioning and marketing of 
Daniel’s Head to an international market. The Gov-
ernment decided that Nine Beaches would be re-
moved from consideration for development and the 
focus would be on promoting vacant tourism proper-
ties. We would explore a technological solution to the 
smells emanating from Westover Farm first before 
looking to restart marketing efforts at Nine Beaches. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 No supplementaries? 
 MP Jackson, would you like to put the third 
question? 
 

QUESTION 3: DANIEL’S HEAD, SITE UPDATE 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
this Honourable House the expenditure from January 
2018 to present spent on advisory services to market 
the Daniel’s Head site to potential developers? (But 
that has been answered.) 
 
The Speaker: Have you been able to achieve your 
answer from the earlier response from the Minister? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, I did. 
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The Speaker: Minister, the question was answered 
from your earlier response. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I did not actually give 
that answer, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I did not think so either. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Oh, I am sorry. 
 
[Laughter and crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Why don’t you go ahead and provide 
your answer, Minister? Go ahead. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: How much has been 
paid to KPMG? And the answer to that is $25,000 for 
these services. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 No supplementary. 
 Thank you, Member; thank you, Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The next written question this morning 
is a question put in the name of MP Jackson to the 
Minister of Education. 
 Member, would you like to put your first ques-
tion to the Minister? 
 

QUESTION 1: DELIVERY OF CHROMEBOOKS, 
PROGRESS UPDATE 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, please. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
this Honourable House an update on the progress and 
delivery of 1,600 high-tech Chromebooks to support 
teachers, and primary and middle school students? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, a total of 
1,601 Chromebooks were purchased and delivered 
the week of April 26 through the IT Section of the De-
partment of Education. I am pleased to say that our IT 
technicians have now completed the configuration of 
all 1,601 Chromebooks.  

These Chromebooks are designated for stu-
dents at the primary school levels. The department is 
in the midst of organising summer programmes for 
students which will integrate the use of the Chrome-
books.  

In September 2021, we will commence with 
the rollout of the devices proper to the offer of primary 

school students P4, P5 and P6 with the goal of having 
a device in every student’s hands. 
 
The Speaker: Any supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. I am wondering if the 
Minister would share to the Honourable House the 
final amount of the cost for the Chromebooks. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, that amount 
was given in previous Statements on several occa-
sions. I want to say . . . I cannot remember, but I can 
get an exact figure, but I want to say it was around 
$580,000, or between $560,000 and $580,000. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. And you can always indi-
cate that the information is already in the public do-
main from the previous Statement.  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: MP, I would refer you to the previous 
Statements that were given. 
 Any further supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. I have a supplementary 
to that. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: So yes. Given the reference 
to the previous Statement in the public domain, did I 
understand that this $580,000-odd was a donation 
from a foundation in Germany? I am just wondering, 
what was the procedure for accepting the cash dona-
tion into education for the purpose of these Chrome-
books? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, Mr. Speaker, that 
information was revealed last year when we received 
the donation. And it is in the public domain. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Again, MP, I provide the same response. The 
Minister has already provided the information in the 
earlier Statement. And that earlier Statement can be 
referenced for the correct answer. 
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Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have a supplemental on 
that topic, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, yes, put your sup-
plementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: If we have a benefactor in 
Bermuda who would like to make a donation, cash 
donation and not an in-kind donation, a cash donation 
to support our students in the IT sections and any 
other section, what is the procedure in place that do-
nors can follow to make a cash donation to support 
education in Bermuda in the public sector? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Anyone who wishes to make a donation to the 
Bermuda Public School System is free to contact the 
Ministry. And, depending on the type of donation, we 
will sit down and discuss what is the best possible 
way for that to happen. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No further supplementaries? 
 No. 
 MP Jackson, would you like to put your sec-
ond question? 
 

QUESTION 2: REIMBURSEMENT OR STIPEND 
FOR TEACHERS 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House if the Ministry of 
Education will provide a stipend or other reimburse-
ment for teachers who use their personal resources to 
deliver online classes and keep contact with students? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in order for us to navigate 
through this pandemic, all of us in Bermuda had to 
give of ourselves to help our fellow citizens. So with 
that said, there will be no stipend or other reimburse-
ment given. But I will also preface that with, most 
teachers have been supplied laptops from the De-
partment of Education. And all teachers have been 
given full Zoom licences to conduct their classes. In 
addition to that, during the remote learning phase, 
whenever we have been on remote learning, all 

teachers have been given access to teach from their 
respective classroom. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No. I do not have any further 
questions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you, MP Jackson. 
 
The Speaker: We will move on to the next series of 
questions this morning that are written. And those are 
to the Minister Wayne Furbert from the Opposition 
Whip, Mr. Richardson. 
 Opposition Whip, would you like to put your 
questions? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. Good morning to you and to the listening audience. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: SHORESIDE FISH PROCESSING 
PLANT AT MARGINAL WHARF— 

PROGRESS UPDATE 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: And thank you, Honourable 
Minister Furbert. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please update 
this Honourable House on the progress of the shore-
side fish processing plant at Marginal Wharf? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning, Mr. Richardson. 
 BEDC [Bermuda Economic Development 
Corporation] has formed a steering committee made 
up of representatives from the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources and the Fishermen’s 
Association of Bermuda. This steering committee has 
updated a previous business plan and design plan for 
the project based on current economic conditions, as 
well as taking into account short- to long-term fisher-
ies department or development sectors.  
 The steering committee has been meeting as 
a collaborative on this project since March 2021, and 
it is anticipated that the planning phase of the work 
will be completed by July 2021.  

The committee will subsequently progress the 
construction phase of the plan in conjunction with im-
plementing a phased approach, the cooperative busi-
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ness model, inclusive of all aspects of facility and 
membership governance. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. What are the—I am 
sorry, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: What are those phases with-
in the phased approach starting July 2021? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, as I mentioned, the 
first phase is to review and have discussions, and dis-
cussions with the Fishermen’s Association. And the 
next phase will be deciding on the construction, which 
is being worked on right now, the construction of the 
actual joints being taking place. And the next phase, 
as we mentioned, will be putting the shovels in the 
ground if everything goes according to plan. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? Yes, Opposition 
Leader. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Minister. So can 
you give us an estimated date that you plan to have 
the shovels in the ground? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What I will say, Opposition 
Leader, is that we would like to have it in before this 
financial year is finishing up, the Government’s finan-
cial year. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Right. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No more supplementaries to that? 
 Okay.  
 Mr. Richardson, MP Richardson, would you 
like to put your second question? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I have a 
supplementary, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Hold on one second. 
 You have a supplementary to the first ques-
tion? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley, put your question. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House if he is aware of any other fish 
processing plants currently in operation in Bermuda? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I am not. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary? None? Okay. 
 Opposition Whip, go ahead and put your sec-
ond question. 
 

QUESTION 2: SHORESIDE FISH PROCESSING 
PLANT AT MARGINAL WHARF—CONSTRUCTION 

CONTRACT  
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House which construction company 
(or construction companies) was contracted to build 
the shoreside fishing plant at Marginal Wharf? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, no construction 
companies have been contracted to date. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? None. 
 Opposition Whip, you can put your third ques-
tion. 
 

QUESTION 3: SHORESIDE FISH PROCESSING 
PLANT AT MARGINAL WHARF—DoE POLICY  

IMPLEMENTATION 
 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House how the preliminary steps re-
quired in the Environmental Protection Department’s 
report “A Strategy for the Sustainable Use of Bermu-
da’s Living Marine Resources” [page 21] have been 
satisfied, and whichever specific White Paper they are 
using to guide their decision-making and policy im-
plementation? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, the [report] “A 
Strategy for the Sustainable Use of Bermuda’s Living 
Marine Resources” continues to provide guidance to 
the Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources. However, it must be acknowledged the 
schedule was written in 2010. And at that time the 
Department of Environmental Protection was charged 
with developing a business plan for shoreside facili-
ties’ protocols contained in the 2005 White Paper on 
The Marine Environment and Fishing Industry in Ber-
muda.  
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This revised project is now being led by the 
BEDC (the Bermuda Economic Development Corpo-
ration), and they are working closely with the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources and the 
Fishermen’s Association on a new business plan that 
meets the current and future needs of the fishing in-
dustry based on today’s context. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Given that some of those 
required steps outlined in the 2010 report are under 
consideration, when would we find out what the new 
considerations are? Or what are the new steps that 
would be required to be taken after you conduct your 
consideration/review of the old report? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The department, as I said, 
Mr. Speaker, the EDD [Economic Development De-
partment] is looking at what was in the report. And as 
to the Member, we can update them as time goes on. 
But right now it is just reviewing everything, making 
sure. But we are working with the Department of Ma-
rine Environment and the fishing industry. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: None, Mr. Speaker, from me. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. Thank you, Min-
isters. 
 Members, Ministers, that brings us to a close 
of the written questions. We have just under 19 
minutes left to deal with the questions from State-
ments that were given today. And each Minister has 
questions that have been indicated for every Minister 
who put Statements this morning. 
 So let us start at the top. Mr. Premier, you 
have questions this morning from two Members. The 
Opposition Leader would like to put a question to you 
this morning referencing your Statement on the Im-
plementation of SafeKey. 
 Opposition Leader, you can put your question. 
 

QUESTION 1: IMPLEMENTATION OF SAFEKEY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My first question is, Who controls the infor-
mation and the data stored in this application and the 
technology used? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, no one controls the 
information and the data. A SafeKey is simply a QR 
code that reflects the negative test result or an im-
munisation status of an individual. And so the im-
portant thing to note, Mr. Speaker, is that right now 
vaccination certificates are issued. Negative test re-
sults are issued. Those matters do not contain QR 
codes. Someone can take a Photoshop of them and, 
you know, create a forgery. With the addition of the 
QR codes, the vaccination certificates and also to the 
negative test results, these things can no longer be 
forged.  

But the QR code only contains the information 
which is on the certificate itself—the negative test re-
sult or the vaccination certificate. That information is 
part of the Government’s database. Once this infor-
mation is issued, it is put and encoded in an encrypted 
QR code which can be read or verified at gov.bm. So 
there is no information that is stored anywhere at all. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Who owns the technology 
and application? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, there is no technol-
ogy or application. As I indicated, this is open-source. 
For the Opposition Leader again: SafeKey is a QR 
code, that’s all, encoding the information which is held 
on either a vaccination certificate or a negative test 
result.  

The SafeKey that is issued in addition to the 
vaccination certificate and a negative test result con-
tains the initials of the individual, the month and day of 
birth of the individual and expiration date of the QR 
code itself. And that information is all of the infor-
mation that is there. It is not stored anywhere. It is 
sent out to individuals. And individuals can keep it on 
their phone, they can print it out, they can use it, they 
can carry it. 
 And as I indicated in my Statement, we have 
a young Bermudian who was part of the bootcamp 
who is developing a Government of Bermuda app to 
store these matters. But these things are for individu-
als to control, and it is not centrally controlled. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Further supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, my last supplemen-
tary. 
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The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Minister said that the 
costs to Bermuda will be minimal to the taxpayer. Can 
the Premier quantify the cost to the taxpayer in total? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I cannot quantify 
the costs to the taxpayer in total at this present mo-
ment. What I can say is that the technological imple-
mentation of the SafeKey itself is . . . as I said, there is 
a project to upgrade our vaccination certificates so our 
vaccination certificates cannot be fraudulent. 
 In regard to the SafeKey, which will be an ad-
ditional thing issued in addition to the vaccination cer-
tificates, this work, as I indicated in my Statement, 
was provided by Denis Pitcher at no additional charge 
to the Government of Bermuda. I know that there are 
lots of people who would like to say that Denis Pitcher 
is a FinTech consultant to the Government of Bermu-
da. Mr. Pitcher has been on an unpaid contract, as he 
[has been] busy with other matters for about the last 
two to three months. So it was basically provided, the 
technology, free of charge to enable SafeKey.  

However, there are some other supplemen-
tary expenses such as the marketing information, the 
videos that DCI prepared and which were internal, 
and also the contract for the young Bermudian who 
was part of the bootcamp to develop our mobile app. 
And I think I will get the information on the dollar value 
of his hourly contract, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 You used up all of your supplementaries. 
Would you like to put your second question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. That is it for me, Mr. 
Speaker, on this topic. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Mr. Premier, the next Member who has indi-
cated that they have a question for you is MP Fa-
mous. 
 MP Famous, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, sir.  

And good morning, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: IMPLEMENTATION OF SAFEKEY 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Premier, may you 
clarify for me and thousands of other Bermudians? I 
heard you earlier mention about SafeKey and Cup 
Match. Will SafeKey allow for domestic cricket to re-
sume safely (no pun intended)? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank 
the Honourable Member for his question. 
 One of the most important things to recognise 
is that, though we are using SafeKey in the early im-
plementation for items such as indoor dining, the long-
term view was to have a simple way to verify that indi-
viduals would minimise coronavirus risk in the large 
group settings. So we have a view to look to the fu-
ture, as was said inside of my Ministerial Statement. 
We are going to be using this for the Bermuda Day 
Half Marathon. We are also going to use [this going] 
into the Bermuda Day events at the National Sports 
Centre. And it is our intention to use it to support Cup 
Match this year and to make sure that the annual Cup 
Match Classic can happen. 
 The Government of Bermuda continues to 
work with the clubs, and we are going to make sure 
that they have clear and early indication that we have 
the technology in place and we are ready and able to 
make sure that this event happens and other events 
happen. 
 We have done an excellent job in this country. 
Mr. Speaker, 50 per cent of the people in this country 
have been vaccinated. Eligible populations being vac-
cinated is a lot higher. We are continuing the work and 
the progress. So I think that we are in good stead to 
make sure that we can claim our summer, and we 
have technology at our hands to be able to do this. So 
in short answer, Mr. Speaker, I expect to see the 
Honourable Member at the St. George’s Cricket Club 
on the last Thursday and Friday before the first Mon-
day in August. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? No supplementary? Thank 
you. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes . . . no! Whoa! Hello, 
Mr. Speaker. Sorry I did not press the button. 
 Yes. Thank you, Mr. Premier. So for clarity, 
the SafeKey will allow safe entry into large events. So 
on the note of Cup Match, no one is going to tweet 
this where we get more people from the West coming 
in than East, would it? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, SafeKey is equal 
opportunity, and all persons, whether they have or 
[have] not been immunised, are able to participate to 
make sure that we minimise the risk of any large 
gathering. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier, I thank you for your com-
ment. And I will assist you by saying whether it is one 
person, or a whole host of people, the Cup will still 
come down and go back after the game. 
 
[Laughter]  
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The Speaker: Thank you for your question, MP. 
 The next Minister who has questions this 
morning is the Deputy Premier.  
 Deputy Premier, you have a question from the 
Opposition Leader in reference to your Statement on 
the Bermuda Plan. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question? 
 

QUESTION 1: THE FINAL BERMUDA PLAN 2018 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Minister provide details on the mitiga-
tion strategies that had been included in the Bermuda 
Plan 2018 that address climate change risk and its 
impacts on Bermuda, its coasts, its property develop-
ment and easements, et cetera? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Certainly we can address those matters in 
great detail when the debate comes on this particular 
motion. But as a preliminary answer for the Honoura-
ble Member, we are actually working on plans to have 
a coastal study done that will look at some of the is-
sues related to coastal erosion, and perhaps I am 
straddling into another Ministry, because that is more 
of an environmental issue, but it also has relevance to 
planning.  

But the mitigation strategies to address cli-
mate and coastal reserve zoning are an entire section 
of the policies [which restrict] development. And as we 
present the plan at the next possible sitting of the 
House, those details can be discussed in fullness. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, thank you. That is it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

The next Statement this morning that requires 
questions is to the Minister of Education.  
 Minister, you have two Members who would 
like to put questions to you. The first is MP Jackson. 
 MP, would you like to put your question? 
 
QUESTION 1: SALIVA SCREENING PROGRAMME 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And 
good morning again, Minister. 
 My question is from page 5. There is a refer-
ence that “a total of 1,834” students’ parents have 
given consent. And May 20 in the Bernews it says that 
that was 31 per cent of the public school students. 
And just wondering what is going to happen to the 
children or the students who do not have to consent 
for saliva testing? 
 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Member. 
 Mr. Speaker, just a slight correction. The 
number that we see now in the Statement of 1,863 
actually represents around 42 per cent. The plea was 
made on Monday, the date that the Member refer-
ences. And at that point it was 31 per cent. So we 
have had more persons sign up since then. 
 But to answer the Member’s question, saliva 
testing is not mandatory; it is optional. And so we are 
planning to move ahead with the saliva screening 
programme with the persons who have indicated that 
they have given parental consent. We will continue to 
encourage parental consent, and that option is still 
open. We are sending home paper consent forms to 
parents as well. And so if they do consent, then those 
children will be added to the process. 
 I would also like to clarify that this is in addi-
tion to what has already been in place. What has al-
ready been in place has been very effective in keep-
ing our schools open, as we reopened our schools in 
September. And we have been out for a few weeks 
per term since we have instituted that. This is just an 
additional layer, and so it is just helping us to go even 
further. 
 And so we encourage our parents to volunteer 
their children. But if they do not, the programme will 
still move forward. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No supplementary for me. 
 
The Speaker: Second question? None? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: None. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 MP Pearman, would you like to put your ques-
tion to the Minister? 
 
QUESTION 1: SALIVA SCREENING PROGRAMME 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Minister, for your Statement. 
 At page 4 of 6 of your Statement, you indicate 
that Dr. Weldon has advised the Ministry that the sali-
va tests are as accurate as the nasal pharyngeal 
tests. Do you have percentage accuracy numbers for 
those two categories of tests? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: No, I do not. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like a supplementary or a 
second question? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, a supplementary. 
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The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Minister, if they are the same calibre of accu-
racy, why at page 5 of your Statement do you indicate 
that the follow-up test will be the nasal pharyngeal 
test? Why do you have to switch test types if the accu-
racy is the same? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that ques-
tion. You are taking me way beyond my knowledge of 
how these particular tests do work. But it was always 
established that when a saliva test triggered a posi-
tive, it will be followed up with a nasal pharyngeal test. 
I can endeavour to get more information on why that 
is so. But I am assuming that it is a policy of the De-
partment of Health. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. No supple-
mentaries. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? None? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No supplementary, Mr. Speaker, 
no further question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister of Labour, the next questions are for 
you this morning. And there are two Members who 
have indicated they would like to put questions. The 
first is from MP Pearman. 
 MP Pearman, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 
QUESTION 1: THE WAGE COMMISSION REPORT 

2021 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Minister. 
 My first question is, in your Statement to the 
House you have given three numbers, $13.19 up to 
$17.28. No matter which of those three numbers is 
ultimately selected, or indeed another number ulti-
mately selected, can you assist the House as to 
whether this is going to be a gross wage or a net 
wage in respect of payroll tax and social insurance? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I cannot make 
any assurance to the House what will be the wage 
rate, whether it will be gross or net. Those will come 
out when the Ministry of Labour does its deliberations 
and decides on a methodology, a rate and decides on 
whether it will be gross or net. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, are we to understand from that an-
swer that these numbers have been established with-
out first considering even if they are gross or net of 
tax? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, in the report we 
will share the methodology that was used and the 
considerations that were given. Those are options. 
There were recommendations that followed those op-
tions that are in the report. And so I cannot speak to 
the full deliberations of the Wage Commission, as 
they are an independent body. But certainly when I 
from a Ministry standpoint have to move forward with 
determining or deciding on a wage rate, certainly I will 
have that dialogue with the Wage Commission. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, second supplementary. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So, Minister, I understand your 
answer is that at the moment we do not know whether 
the numbers selected would be a take-home number 
in someone’s pocket or not? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, the Wage Com-
mission presented options and recommendations 
within a report. It is now the Minister’s responsibility to 
review those recommendations in alignment with the 
second report, which is the Living Wage Report, and 
come to the appropriate rate. Once that appropriate 
rate is decided, all of the specifics, whether or not it 
will be net or gross, will be stipulated at that particular 
time. I think what is important today is that this is 
simply the Government accepting a report that was 
produced by the Wage Commission. And no final de-
termination on wage rates or how they will be applied 
has been made. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: You used both of your supplemen-
taries.  
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Do you have a second question? 
 
QUESTION 2: THE WAGE COMMISSION REPORT 

2021 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I do, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 Still on the same theme. So will the Minister 
then be recommending one of these three numbers to 
Cabinet? Is that what happens next? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: The Minister in the Statement 
says that it would wait for the report on the living 
wage, take into consideration the two wage rates and 
prescribe a statutory minimum remuneration rate that 
is in line with the living wage regime. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Can the Minister share with this 
House when that recommendation will come from the 
Ministry to Cabinet? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: That is dependent on the 
Wage Commission providing the Ministry with the 
second report, which is the Living Wage Report. The 
way in which the Wage Commission Act was actually 
set out, it sets out in Part 3 that the commission 
should provide a recommendation on a minimum 
wage, and in Part 4 should provide a second report on 
a living wage. We think it is best if we review both re-
ports together to ensure that there is some sort of 
alignment between statutory minimum remuneration 
rates and a living wage regime. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, second supplemen-
tary. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Second and final supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Do I understand that answer, 
Minister, to mean that we will not have a minimum 
wage until we have a report on a living wage? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I cannot speak to the Mem-
ber’s understanding, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Well, could— 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: He is asking about his under-
standing. I simply cannot provide clarity on his under-
standing. 

The Speaker: Yes. Can you put that in a question 
form, in a question form— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I certainly can. 
 Minister, will we have a minimum wage before 
we have the report on a living wage? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, as indicated in 
my Statement, no. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I thank the Minister for his an-
swers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister of Labour, the next question for you 
this morning is from the Opposition Whip. 
 Opposition Whip, would you like to put your 
question? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Timer chimes] 
 
The Speaker: Oh, I think you all hear a bell. And that 
is our 60 minutes for Question Period come to an end, 
which brings us to a close of Question Period this 
morning which started at 10:54. It is now 11:54. 
 Thank you, Members, for your contributions. 
And we will now move on. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: Would any Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. It sounds like the Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Speaker, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, good morning, 
everyone. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like this House to send 
out condolences to the family of 27-year-old Kemba 
Anika Outerbridge. Gone too soon, but she will cer-
tainly be missed by her mother, Clarene Butterfield; 
her father, Blake Outerbridge; her two sisters, Shama-
ri Asher and Shamari Anika; and numerous other rela-
tives and friends. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also send out 
condolences to the family of Ms. Delesa Elaine Gal-
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lion Smith. She is the mother of Kevin Smith from 
G.E.T., and his two siblings Roslyn and Junior Clem-
ent. I am sure she will be sorely missed by her family. 
 And also, Mr. Speaker, to the family of Shir-
melle Gomes, the daughter of famous gospel singer, 
Bermuda gospel singer Gary Bean, and Jennifer Bul-
ford. 
 These folks will certainly be missed by their 
families and certainly their neighbourhoods. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. I will associate my-
self if you do not mind to the condolences to the 
Outerbridge family. I do not know her mother; I know 
her father, Blake. So my condolences be added to 
yours. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I heard, I think it was the Attorney 
General’s voice? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes, it is. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Madam Attorney General, you have 
your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: I will not need three 
minutes, Mr. Speaker. Good morning to you and eve-
ryone. 
 I just wanted to associate myself with the re-
marks with respect to Mr. Smith, as well as the Bulford 
family. We have them in the constituency in our 
thoughts and prayers. And to Kevin and Terry and all 
of the family, we have you close to our hearts and in 
our prayers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any other Member? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Swan, MP Swan, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I 
bring condolences on the loss of some dear friends. 
Mr. Lloyd Van Putten, a former member of the Corpo-
ration of St. George’s and a closely connected family 
friend of mine from both Whale Bay and St. George’s, 
that strong connection who has recently passed away. 
I will miss our communications immensely, and our 
friendship, which blossomed when I moved to St. 
George’s. 
 This week, Mr. Speaker, the fragility of life 
was brought to home because on the fifth hole of St. 

George’s I saw my opening bat partner. And he 
reached out and says, That’s my opening bat partner 
from St. George’s! And we sang St. George’s boys 
forever. And five holes later he collapsed, and later 
that day he died. Larry “Cocky” Steede, the grandson 
of the great Alec “Cocky” Steede. And he died in 
Spring Benny community. But he was a St. George’s 
boy forever. And to all of his family and all of his 
friends I offer my deepest condolences. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Hu-
bert Hughes from Anguilla, my friend, the most fear-
less Chief Minister and former Opposition Leader of 
Anguilla, whom I knew personally has recently passed 
away. His advocacy for independence is mirrored only 
by his namesake in Bermuda, which I certainly told 
him about, his cousin David, through our St. 
Kitts/Anguilla/Nevis connections. And I just want the 
people of Anguilla to know how much I admired and 
respected and cherished having known the Honoura-
ble Hubert Hughes. May he rest in peace. 
 And finally, a letter of thank-you to the fire-
fighters in Bermuda, all of the emergency medical 
people who provide great service even on their days 
off playing around the golf. We appreciate what they 
do, and we appreciate that they do it when called up-
on, which in many cases is not even when they are on 
duty. May God continue to bless their ministry through 
service in life. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Swan. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Is that MP Campbell? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: De Silva. 
 
The Speaker: De Silva, I am sorry. MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, we do look alike, Mr. 
Speaker. We have been mistaken for being brothers 
in the past. 
 
The Speaker: Well, I hear you, but I do not see you. It 
would be good if we could see you this morning. I saw 
MP Campbell; that is why I was calling out to MP 
Campbell. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. I am clicking—there 
it is. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Yes, we see you now. You have 
your three minutes. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: And, Mr. Speaker, you can see 
we do look almost identical. 
 
[Laughter]  
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The Speaker: Let me get glasses or I will get con-
fused, right? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let me help you out. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
be associated with the condolences for Ms. Delesa 
Smith, Kevin Smith’s mother and Terry Ann’s mother-
in-law. You will know that she spent much of her time 
in Jamaica, and it was her wish to get back home to 
see her family. She must have had some divine inter-
vention, Mr. Speaker, because she was determined to 
get back here and she did. And of course, she passed 
within a couple of days of getting back on Island. And 
I know that her grandchildren and her family will miss 
her dearly. So I certainly send out my condolences to 
the family. 
 I would like to associate with the condolences 
to [the family of] Larry Steede, Mr. Speaker. I think MP 
Swan gave a very nice send-off in his remarks. And of 
course he gave the story about his being at Port Royal 
earlier this week. And I missed him as well. I had the 
good fortune of working with him a very long time ago 
at American International, Mr. Speaker. And he was 
certainly a character indeed and one whom I will nev-
er forget. And my condolences go out to his family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to finish my condo-
lences today by giving condolences to the [family of] 
the late, great Walter J. Seymour from Sunnyside 
Park, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You can associate yourself; it was 
done last time. But go ahead. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I will associate myself with that. And of 
course he will be funeralised tomorrow, Mr. Speaker. 
And of course I had the honour to— 
 
The Speaker: I believe it is Sunday, Sunday. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I mean Sunday, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 And I will not be on Island for that, so I am 
going to miss it. But I am sending a tribute to my good 
friend, Walter Seymour, Mr. Speaker, who as you 
know was in his—I think you may have attended, I 
cannot remember if you attended his 100th birthday. 
But he was still quite lively when he turned 100, Mr. 
Speaker. But of course Walter will live with me forev-
er. He endorsed me when I first ran in 2007, Mr. 
Speaker. And of course I am not going to give any-
thing away to my tribute for the funeral. I will save it 
for then. But I will miss Walter dearly. He was a good 
friend, and many of his family members are, too. So I 

give all of my sympathy to not only family, but the en-
tire Sunnyside family and Southampton family, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you very much. 
 
[Timer chimes] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. You just made it under the 
bell. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The President: MP Campbell. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to send congratulations to the 79 Bermuda College 
graduates who received their associate’s degrees, 
diplomas or certificates yesterday in a virtual com-
mencement ceremony. I believe 52 per cent of the 
Class of 2021 graduated with honours, which meant 
their GPA was between 3.0 and 3.49, or with distinc-
tion with a GPA of 3.5 to 4.0. So congratulations and 
well done! And that includes a number of students at 
the CedarBridge Academy and Berkeley Institute who 
were enrolled in the dual enrolment programme. 
 Switching to condolences, I would like to as-
sociate myself with the condolences sent out to the 
family of Mr. Van Putten. 
 Now switching to sports, I would like to con-
gratulate Jah-Nhai Perinchief at the University of Ten-
nessee who recently won the triple jump in the SEC 
Outdoor Championships. He is the first Volunteer to 
do so since 1987, Mr. Speaker. So congratulations to 
him! He won by 48 centimetres with a leap of 16.89 
metres. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would now like congratulations 
to go out to the recently announced BFA Legends, Mr. 
Larry “Cracks” Darrell, who played for Young Men’s 
Social Club, Vasco [Da Gama] and Bermuda. And he 
is currently on the management team at Young Men’s 
Social Club. Mr. Darrell scored the winning goal in the 
game in which Bermuda defeated Canada 1–nil at the 
BAA Stadium. I remember that game quite well. 
 Ms. Shawnette Perott, who has committed 
over 30 years to the Western Stars Sports Club, as a 
player, as a member of the executive and a player in 
multiple sports—I would add that, not just soccer. And 
as a player as far as soccer, she was a player, a cap-
tain and a coach, winning many individual awards. 
And as I said, she is involved in the youth programme 
at Western Stars. 
 Mr. Quinton Rudolf “Rudy” Minors, a Somer-
set boy who played in left back in a highly successful 
Somerset Trojans team that helped establish them— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Silver City. 
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Mr. Vance Campbell: —with the nickname of Silver 
City. 
 
The Speaker: Well-earned name. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: He also played for the national 
team. And many would have feared his long throw-in 
and would have preferred to give a corner kick than to 
have him throw the ball in from deep in their half. 
 
[Timer chimes] 
 
The Speaker: Member, that bell is tolling for you. 
Your three minutes have expired. You ended on a 
good note by talking about that strong Somerset fel-
low. So that is a good note to end on. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Would any other Member like to make 
a contribution? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo? Is that your voice? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. It certainly 
is. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, MP. You have your 
three minutes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would definitely like to be as-
sociated with the condolences given for Mr. Lloyd Van 
Putten, [and] Mr. Larry Steede. 
 I would also ask that this House recognise 
condolences for Ms. Madree Nearon, formerly Madree 
Bean, a well-known St. Georgian who spent the later 
years of her life in St. David’s, was my constituent and 
also a relative of mine. She passed, I would say, a 
while back when we were not in the House. But I 
know that her family is listening, and I want them to 
know that we have recognised her loss today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to give congratulato-
ry remarks to the Bermuda College graduates. They 
performed during a time when it has been most diffi-
cult for any student. And so to be able to get through it 
and successfully matriculate out of the school to me 
speaks volumes. And I wish them all much success in 
their future endeavours as it relates to either educa-
tion or careers. 
 And on that note, Mr. Speaker, I thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Foggo. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Deputy Premier, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Lloyd Van Putten. 
 I would also like to offer a condolence mes-
sage for the family of Ms. Norma T. A. Raynor, a con-
stituent of mine who passed a couple––a number of 
weeks ago. She is the mother-in-law of a very noted 
member, Mr. Roderick Burchall. And she was an ac-
tive member of the Heard Chapel AME Church on the 
Glebe Road. [Also she] was an outstanding senior 
member of the Pembroke East community, whom I 
interacted with quite a bit in my journey thus far as a 
representative of that area. 
 I would also like to echo the tribute to all of the 
Bermuda College grads, but also to all of the gradu-
ates of all of the schools in Bermuda for this 2020/21 
season who have had to navigate and accomplish 
their academic and non-academic goals through a 
very trying COVID-19 period. I think they all as stu-
dents have perhaps had to deal with an environment 
like no other (than any of us when we were in their 
place have had to deal with) to still reach their goals. 
So tribute should be given to those who have been 
successful. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. MP Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Tyrrell. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Ah! Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And good morning, colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: You came loud and clear that time. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the vein of congratulating 
graduates this year, I would like to send out congratu-
lations to two of my young constituents who have re-
cently graduated. The first one was Zuay Smith. She 
is actually the daughter of Alaire and Andre Godfrey of 
Warwick Lane. She graduated from the University of 
Tampa with a Bachelor of Science in Biology with a 
minor in Chemistry. And I think she has a bright future 
ahead of her.  
 The other young constituent is Hidea Scott 
Riley, daughter of Shirell Riley of Spice Hill Road. And 
she graduated magna cum laude from Howard Uni-
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versity with a Bachelor of Art and Science, majoring in 
English and minoring in Photography. So she is an-
other young Bermudian who I think has a good future 
ahead of her. 
 While I also have the floor, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to say congratulations and happy belated 
birthday to a very supportive constituent of mine, Ms. 
Mabel Albouy, who turned 91 recently. And I would be 
remiss if I did not say Ms. Albouy and her daughter, 
Deborah, are two of my biggest supporters in repre-
senting the constituency, C-26. 
 Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Tyrrell. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Is that MP Ming? Okay. I was trying to 
catch your voice. MP Ming, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to be associated with 
the comments for Lloyd Van Putten. Mr. Van Putten, 
commonly known as “Nip,” was my constituent and 
one who was definitely a supporter of the Progressive 
Labour Party. He will truly be missed. He,1768, driving 
around St. George’s picking up anybody who needed 
a ride. I would like his family to know that they are in 
our thoughts and our prayers at this time. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the condolence comments for Mr. Larry 
Steede. These are all St. George’s people, Mr. 
Speaker, so you can imagine that our community at 
this time is reeling from [the loss of] these two well-
known persons. But we are resilient, and I am sure 
that we will gather together and support each other 
during this time. 
 Mr. Speaker, while we are here in the House 
this morning, I was unable to attend a virtual promo-
tion ceremony at the Bermuda Police Service. But I 
would like to send congratulations to the following four 
officers who have been promoted to the rank of Chief 
Inspector. They would be Chief Inspector Dennis 
Astwood, Chief Inspector Peter Stableford, Chief In-
spector Sherwin Joseph and Chief Inspector Alex 
Rowling. We wish them all the best in the next steps 
of their career with the Bermuda Police Service. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the condolence comments as well for Madree 
Nearon. I know her daughter and her family well, and 
they are in our thoughts and prayers at this time as 
well. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Pause]  

[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Pearman, go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. [Deputy] Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Oh, is that Mr. Dunkley? Go 
right ahead. I am sorry for that. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Thank you, sir. 
 I would like to join in the congratulations sent 
to all of the graduates— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Deputy Speaker, you are 
not talking to me, are you? 
 
[Crosstalk and laughter]  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: MP Burgess, we can hear you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Deputy Speaker, your 
other microphone is on. Hello? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Sorry. I could hear another 
microphone being on. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to be asso-
ciated with congratulations to all of the graduates cer-
tainly of the Bermuda College and high schools, public 
and private in Bermuda. Certainly during COVID-19, it 
has been difficult through the educational process. But 
I think most graduates look forward to the opportunity 
to have their traditional ceremony. So it is pleasing, I 
am sure, for them for Members of Parliament to rec-
ognise them with their tremendous accomplishment 
during this difficult period. So I would like to be asso-
ciated with those congratulations. 
 Also, Mr. Deputy Speaker, associated with 
congratulations to Triple Jump Champion for the SEC, 
Mr. Perinchief, on a fabulous jump. I know the SEC is 
a great conference in itself. So it is a worthy achieve-
ment, and certainly we are excited as Bermudians to 
recognise that. 
 I would like to be associated with the congrat-
ulations just given by the Honourable Minister for Na-
tional Security for the four newly promoted Chief In-
spectors within the Bermuda Police Service and wish 
them all the best. And thank you for stepping up to a 
higher position of leadership, which is well needed 
within that service, as more and more senior people 
retire through the years. 
 And on a sadder note, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
condolences to the Smith family on the passing of 
Deletha Smith recently. I know Kevin quite well, and I 
know some of the other members of the family. And I 
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am sure they were pleased to have their mother come 
back to the Island, as she wanted to have her final 
moments on the Island. I know they went through 
quite an ordeal to get her back on the Island. But I am 
sure she rested in peace, and I wish the family all the 
comfort and strength that are required during this diffi-
cult period. 
 And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, my final condo-
lence is to the family of Mr. Larry Dennis, former Audi-
tor General of the Government of Bermuda. He 
served for many, many years. And, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I think Members of the House on both sides 
had their run-ins at times with this Auditor General, 
but I believe he served our community very well. And I 
would like to pass on condolences to his wife and 
family on his passing just recently. Thank you, sir. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Dunkley. 
 Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Opposition 
Leader Hedley Cole Simons, continue. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to start where 
Honourable Member Dunkley finished. I would like to 
associate myself with the comments made in regard 
to the former Auditor General, Larry Dennis. As was 
said, he was a very tenacious Auditor General. He did 
not care who it was, he stuck to his principles and he 
stuck to professionalism. He had many bumpy roads, 
but that did not deter him. And those are the types of 
people that we need to provide oversight when it 
comes to government finances. So I send my condo-
lences to his wife, Nancy, and the rest of his children. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments made in regard to the graduates of Bermu-
da College and all of the other schools. I mean, as 
was said earlier, it has been a difficult year academi-
cally for all of our students and teachers. And so I 
would like to send congratulations to all of those stu-
dents who graduated, be it from primary schools, mid-
dle schools or secondary schools and the Bermuda 
College. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments made regarding Larry “Cocky” Steede. We 
worked together in international business for many, 
many years. He was a wise person. He was a very, 
very good friend. He left international business and 
started his own business doing maintenance and oth-
er things. And he loved golf. So again, my condolenc-
es to his family. And he is a personal miss to myself. I 
was so shocked to see it in today’s paper; it just threw 
me back. 
 I would like to send congratulatory remarks to 
a junior equestrian. His name is Cody Rego. He won 
the championship honours in show jumping in the 
2021 Tryon Spring Series in [North Carolina]. I wish 

him continued success in his endeavours in his 
equestrian field, and I am sure that he will be a star 
going forward. Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
  
The Speaker: Thank you, MP, Opposition Leader.  
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Furbert. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: MP Furbert, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Furbert, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to take this opportunity to congratu-
late two constituents of mine, both graduates. Jair 
Duke, who is the son of Tina and Michael Duke. Can 
you hear me, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, I hear you. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Okay. Jair Duke graduated from 
Bermuda College, and so we would just like to send 
congratulations out to Jair Duke, as well as Jada 
Samuels, who is the daughter of Jah and Devonna 
Samuels, who graduated from Thomas College with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and 
Entrepreneurship. Also wanting to send my congratu-
lations out to all of the graduates of Bermuda College 
as well. Just wanting to say Well done! to all of the 
graduates of Bermuda College. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Famous? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have your three minutes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I would like to associate 
myself with the remarks for the late Mr. Larry Dennis, 
who was actually one of my constituents from A. P. 
Owen Road. And also another constituent who 
passed was Mr. John Moniz of Cloverdale Close, who 
passed about a month ago. 
 Also, congratulations to Bermuda College 
graduates, specifically one of my constituents, Ms. 
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Serena Simmons of Chaingate Hill; Mr. Ryan Tyrrell, 
who graduated from Bermuda College as well. 
 And I also would like to just thank the people 
of Devonshire for coming together the last few weeks 
since we have been out of lockdown who helped 
clean up the area.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons-Wade? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: We hear you, but we do not see you. If 
you can get your video on, it would be great. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Is it on? 
 
The Speaker: No. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Okay. There you go. You have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Thank you. 
 I would like to associate myself with the re-
marks to the graduates of Bermuda College. This has 
certainly been a very challenging time doing the re-
mote learning, et cetera. And I think they are prepared 
to move forward in the future to contribute to our 
country. 
 I would also like to congratulate Ariana 
Caines, the daughter of Tina Evans and Glenn 
Caines, who will be called to the bar—and also I must 
say the granddaughter of the great Dame Lois 
Browne-Evans, who will be called to the Bermuda Bar 
next month. Congratulations! Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to be associat-
ed with that as well, please, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. We will associate the House. 
 Okay. Does any other Member wish to make 
a contribution at this time? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burch, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 I would like to be associated with the congrat-
ulations to Jah-Nhai Perinchief who is a young man at 
university in the US and doing very well in triple-jump, 
also a constituent of mine. I would also like to be as-
sociated with the condolences to Lloyd Van Putten, 
whom I knew very well, and for a number of years, as 
a strong PLP supporter. I would also like to be associ-
ated with the condolences to [the family of] Larry 
Steede, a very good friend of mine––but [it was] 
shocking news that came about just earlier this week. 
We used to work together years ago in reinsurance 
and stayed in touch over these many years. But a 
very shocking change. 
 And then finally, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences to [the family of] Ms. Deletha 
Smith, mother of Kevin and mother-in-law of Terry 
Ann Smith. I think many people know she was a good 
friend of mine. I have known Ms. Smith for about 30 
years. And it was always an interesting and enjoyable 
engagement with her. She was a straight shooter. You 
never had to guess where she stood on any issue. 
She was not reluctant to let her views be known. I saw 
her I guess about a year ago in Jamaica on one of my 
trips there. And I was so pleased that they were able 
to arrange her final wish to come home to pass. And 
so I offer my condolences to the entire family at this 
most difficult time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wish to be associated certainly 
with the condolences out to the family of the late Ms. 
Deletha Smith, affectionately known as “Ma,” who re-
cently passed away. Ms. Smith moved from Jamaica 
to Bermuda in her early 20s. She worked many differ-
ent jobs—cook, cleaner and as a nanny. She also re-
sided in Sunset Pass, Pembroke, on the border of 
the—it is my constituency and the constituency of the 
Honourable Member from constituency 19. Certainly 
my thoughts and prayers are with her son, Mr. Kevin 
Smith, whom I have worked with closely in my branch, 
and also her daughter-in-law, Kevin’s wife, Terry 
Smith. As well as the remainder of her family, Ms. 
Smith’s grandkids and others. She will certainly be 
missed by the family. And I know that it was certainly 
incredibly difficult. But as you have heard from the 
many tributes which were given today, the affection in 
which “Ma” was held into and certainly addition to her 
family. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a matter for congratulations, I 
would certainly like to congratulate our Bermuda Col-
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lege collegian athlete, Mr. Jah-Nhai Perinchief, for 
being crowned the Men’s Triple Jump Champion of 
the South Eastern Conference Championships last 
week and associate myself with the congratulations 
which have already been given. This was the first—it 
is an incredible, incredible achievement. When speak-
ing about the fact that he won in a major conference 
like that, the SEC, I was pleased to wish him well with 
an email directly to him. But I just want to say, Mr. 
Speaker, it is an incredible achievement. And he and 
his family should be incredibly proud. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have had many congratula-
tions certainly that have been extended to a number 
of graduates from the Bermuda College. So I just want 
to be associated with those particular ones, Mr. 
Speaker. I certainly would like to be associated with 
the remarks for the CedarBridge students who gradu-
ated with dual enrolment honours. That would be Su-
sanna Guerreiro, Shamori Fox, Bryan Hayward-Smith 
and Richard Mitchell-Minors. And they graduated from 
Bermuda College Dual Enrolment Programme yester-
day at the CedarBridge Academy. So that means 
when they graduated from CedarBridge, they would 
have had their associate’s degree earned at the same 
time. And it is a very incredible achievement for them, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 So I wish to be associated with the congratu-
lations already issued to all Bermuda College stu-
dents. And it is good to know, Mr. Speaker, that en-
rolment is up because this Government has made 
finances not a barrier for going to Bermuda College. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? Any other Member? 
 No other Member. 
 Before I close, just let me add a couple of 
comments to some of the remarks that have been 
given already. MP Swan gave condolences to our sis-
ter island of Anguilla on the passing of one of their 
most outstanding MPs. And I would like to join in with 
those remarks of the MP for that Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr. Hughes. If anyone knew him, they knew him 
for his stance on independence. It was a mark in his 
feather that he never put down. He stood up strong 
and stands in regard to that, and he will always be 
remembered for that. 
 I would also like to, on a lighter note, give 
birthday wishes to a constituent of mine, Ms. Mae 
Smith. And for those who know Mae Smith in Somer-
set, you would know that she enjoyed her birthday 
yesterday, and celebrations came from all over. But I 
single her out today only because last week when we 
were here, or two weeks ago, we gave condolences 
[concerning] her husband who had passed. And it is 
fitting now to give our warm regards and warm re-
marks to her, having given the sombre remarks last 
week when we were here. 

 And on a sad note, as I looked in the paper 
this morning I saw the passing of a constituent of 
mine, Ms. Coralie Fox, nee Cross. And I want to give 
condolences to her family, to her husband Charlie, her 
son Charles and to her sisters, whose names you will 
know around certain Chambers here, Ms. Lilymay Bul-
ford, Ms. Rhonda Maskal and Roseanne Paul. I would 
like to express condolences to you on your loss. I did 
not realise that she had passed, and I will have my 
words with the family later on today. 
 With that said, we are on that 12:30 mark. But 
before it comes to 12:30, I would just like to go 
through the other Orders that are here so we get to 
the Orders of the Day. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

 ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE  

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 Members, it is 12:30 now. 
 Premier, if you would adjourn us now, when 
we come back we will start on the Orders of the Day, 
which the first item will be the Fire Safety Amendment 
[Act 2021]. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that this Honourable 
House do now adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Does any Member object to that? 
 There are no objections. 
 The House now stands adjourned until 
2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:30 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. It is now 
2:00 pm and the House is back in session to resume 
the business for today’s sitting. 
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 We broke earlier for the lunch period. At that 
point we were about to start the Orders of the Day 
with the first item. However, Members, I am going to 
seek your indulgence to allow the Deputy Premier to 
address a matter.  

In the earlier session this morning reference 
was made to the opportunity to debate the Bermuda 
Plan at the next sitting. However, the item was not 
tabled to enable us to put that to debate, so, we are 
going to allow him to put that on the Orders for debate 
for the next sitting.  

With that said, Deputy Premier? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 14 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and I 
appreciate the indulgence of the House on this matter. 
 Mr. Speaker, I ask that Standing Order 14 be 
suspended to enable me to give notice of a Motion. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 No objections, continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 14 suspended.] 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 

BERMUDA PLAN 2018 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
give notice that at the next day of meeting I propose to 
move the following motion: 
 That this Honourable House, in accordance 
with sections 10 and 11 of the Development and 
Planning Act 1974, approve the Bermuda Plan 2018. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the 
House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. It will appear on 
the Order Paper at the next sitting where it can be 
dealt with as an item on that particular day if you 
choose to pick it up then. 
 Thank you, Members. 
 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We are now moving on and the first 
item on the Paper today is the second reading of the 
Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 in the name of the 
Minister of National Security. 
 Minister, would you like to present your item 
at this time? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

FIRE SAFETY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I move that the Bill entitled the Fire 
Safety Amendment Act 2021 be now read the second 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, the Bill before this 
Honourable House is the Fire Safety Amendment Act 
2021. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bill seeks to amend the Fire 
Safety Act 2014 (the principal Act) to establish the 
Chief Fire Officer (CFO) as the Authority Having Ju-
risdiction (AHJ) in relation to the interpretation, appli-
cation, modification and enforcement of the National 
Fire Protection Association Codes under the Act. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Honourable House will be 
aware that the principal Act provides for the adoption 
of the NFPA Codes as the standard for fire safety and 
protection of all buildings and premises in Bermuda. 
Although it has been commonly accepted that the 
CFO is the authority on decisions regarding the appli-
cation of the NFPA Codes, this is not enshrined in the 
legislation. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a result of the proposed 
amendments, the CFO may issue written directions as 
to compliance and written guidance regarding the in-
terpretation, application or modification of the NFPA 
Codes and revise any guidance so issued. Additional-
ly, as the AHJ, the CFO shall carry out such consulta-
tion as he considers appropriate before issuing or re-
vising any guidance or directions. 
 Mr. Speaker, the proposed amendments will 
ensure that the CFO is empowered to give direction 
on the application and interpretation of the NFPA 
Codes where discrepancies or misunderstanding may 
arise, thereby ensuring that fire safety and protection 
in Bermuda is consistent and proficient.  
 Mr. Speaker, with these introductory remarks I 
am pleased to commend the Bill entitled the Fire Safe-
ty Amendment Act 2021 to this Honourable House for 
Honourable Members to discuss. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley, you have the floor. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good afternoon to colleagues. 
 I thank the Honourable Minister for her brief 
and the amendment to the Fire Safety Act 2021 . . . 
sorry, amends the Fire Safety Act 2014 in this 
amendment we are dealing with today. 
 Mr. Speaker, [by] way of a background, the 
original Fire Safety Act 2014 came under my jurisdic-
tion when I was the Minister of National Security, and 
it actually had started to be put together under the 
former PLP Government before the change of gov-
ernance in the election in 2012. I remember remarking 
at one time when I brought a Cabinet Paper on the 
Fire Safety Act 2014 to Cabinet, that, although I had 
not been around long sitting in Cabinet (it was only 
about nine months at the time when these papers first 
started circulating) it appeared that this piece of legis-
lation—the original Act of 2014—was one that had 
come to Cabinet more than I could ever imagine any 
other piece of legislation had come in front of Cabinet. 
And I guess there are many reasons for that. Obvious-
ly, we needed to bring our fire safety codes up to a 
modern standard. 

Obviously, Mr. Speaker, I think we all agree 
that prevention is just as good as a cure, as they say 
in health care, but certainly in dealing with emergen-
cies, safety and protection is much better than being 
able to deal with an emergency when it comes up, 
because you obviously would like to put that to the 
side and not have to deal with it. 

But the challenge that we faced with the Fire 
Safety Amendment Act was that we knew there was a 
need, we knew that we had to balance between 
providing the emergency service and we knew that 
that balance was important when it came to safety 
and protection. But when you look throughout the Is-
land at the buildings we have—some very old, some 
relatively modern, and then modern buildings—there 
was a real balance when we enacted legislation to 
make sure that: (1) it was effective; (2) it was fair; and 
(3) I guess, that it was not overly costly or burden-
some to businesses to meet the requirements. And 
that is why the original legislation of 2014 took so long 
to actually get to the floor of the House and be 
passed. 

And now, here we are today in 2021 and the 
Honourable Minister of the day is bringing an amend-
ment which the Opposition (OBA) has no issue with. 
We accept that this amendment could be needed for 
clarification where the Chief Fire Officer will be con-
sidered the officer of the . . . having the authority and 
jurisdiction to deal with matters in regard to the inter-
pretation, application, modification and enforcement. 
And this just deals with a small part of the 53-page Bill 
that is the original Bill of 2014. It deals with section 7 
of the original Bill. So, we accept that this clarity is not 
in any way going against the grain of what we are try-
ing to do. It should allow the enforcement of the Fire 
Safety Amendment Act to be done in a proper way. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the things I was always 
concerned about as the Minister was that, while I ap-
preciated that we needed safety and protection, I also 
always wanted to make sure that we did not become 
overly bureaucratic in doing it. We wanted to make 
sure that, as I alluded to earlier in my comments, it did 
not become too much of a burden on businesses and 
individuals in conforming to it and so, there were [time 
allowances] for people to get up to code. 

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, we still have 
quite a bit of work to do. I look forward to updates 
from the Minister on where we stand in this regard as 
far as fire safety concerns. It would probably be help-
ful for Members of the House as we consider this 
amendment here today for the Minister to provide 
some background on just who is in the department, in 
the Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service, who deal with 
fire safety and protection, How big is the department? 
How many officers are in there and what type of work-
load they face at the present time, Mr. Speaker. 

Having said that, let me take this opportunity 
to thank members of the Bermuda Fire and Rescue 
Service for their work, not only through this period of 
COVID-19, but through the years in their professional-
ism and in their ability to deal with emergency ser-
vices. I was immensely proud to be the Minister of 
National Security and, certainly, as a former volunteer, 
I have the deepest respect for [the] Bermuda Fire and 
Rescue Service and the work they do. 

So, Mr. Speaker, with those comments we 
support this small piece of legislation today. We hope 
it gives the clarity that the Government believes it will 
give. And I look forward to the Minister providing some 
more background on just how big that department is 
and how big the Minister expects it to be in the near 
term as they assume more of the responsibility, Mr. 
Speaker. 

And the last question I have for the Honoura-
ble Minister is: In light of this amendment and the Fire 
Safety Act now being part of law since a number of 
years ago, does the Bermuda Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice believe that they have the budget to deal with the 
safety and protection under this law that they have to 
oversee and enforce within our community? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for those comments 
and I look forward to the Minister’s answers and any 
comments in Committee. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will speak. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Ever so briefly. You know, we 
live in an ever-changing world. Technology changes. 
When we are speaking about buildings, spacing, and 
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the type of infrastructure that you have, [it] requires 
one to revisit the regulations and codes that are in 
place. And we know that building codes do change 
from time to time. 
 And so, it seems very fitting that, under this 
legislation, the Fire Chief would be made the point 
person who has the experience, has the knowledge, 
to be able to just go ahead and change regulations as 
it is deemed necessary. And so, it demonstrates that, 
you know, we are ever trying to be responsive to the 
current demands that confront those who operate 
within the Fire Department and it allows, in a very ex-
pedient way, the Chief to be able to go out when they 
do their inspections and the likes to be able to, after 
seeing first-hand the structure of buildings, keeping in 
mind various codes that change, then he/she is readi-
ly able to then make the requisite changes that will 
ensure people’s safety comes first and foremost. 
 Mr. Speaker, a few years back I served on the 
Fire and Safety Committee within the House of As-
sembly. And it was a very good experience. I would 
definitely say when we were in the field, I guess, par-
ticipating in certain behaviours that we were sort of, 
should have been able to engage in, I would definitely 
say, Mr. Speaker, I had everybody running out of the 
yard. Because while I was supposed to be putting the 
fire out I was actually putting the fire extinguisher 
fumes on everyone else. So I guess I became the 
laughingstock that day. I laughed myself. But I say all 
of that to really speak to the fact that the security and 
safety of individuals in a building is first and fore-
most—should be first and foremost—and should al-
ways rest in the hands of those who have the skill and 
the expertise to deliver at the most important hour, 
should something arise.  
 And so, with those brief comments, Mr. 
Speaker, this is a good thing that the Minister has 
done and I have no doubt she will continue to review 
the legislation and make the requisite amendments to 
make certain that the legislation is current, is respon-
sive, and aligned with the codes of the day. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 No other? 
 Minister, would you like to wrap up and move 
us to Committee? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, good afternoon. 
 I move that the Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Deputy Speaker? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 2:16 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

FIRE SAFETY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Fire Safety Amendment Act 
2021. 
 Minister Ming, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman. 
 There are actually three clauses here, can I 
move them all at the same time? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. Yes, you may. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Okay. 
 Mr. Chairman, the Bill amends the Fire Safety 
Act 2014 (the Act) to establish an Authority Having 
Jurisdiction (AHJ) in relation to the interpretation, ap-
plication, modification, and enforcement of the NFPA 
Codes under the Act, and to make related amend-
ments. 

Clause 1 is the citation. This Act may be cited 
as the Fire Safety and Protection Amendment Act 
2021. 

Clause 2 inserts new sections 7A and 7B into 
the Act. New section 7A establishes, in accordance 
with the NFPA 1—Fire Code, an AHJ who shall be 
responsible, for the purposes of the Act, for the en-
forcement of the NFPA Codes under the Act, and es-
tablishes the Chief Fire Officer as the AHJ. New sec-
tion 7B enables the AHJ to establish written guidance 
in relation to the interpretation, application or modifica-
tion of the NFPA Codes and to issue written directions 
for compliance with the NFPA Codes. 

Clause 3 provides that the Bill shall be 
deemed to have come into operation on 1 January 
2018, the same date that the Act came into operation. 
This clause also provides, for the avoidance of doubt, 
the exercise or performance of any functions by the 
Chief Fire Officer as AHJ for the purposes of the Act 
and in accordance with the NFPA Codes, prior to this 
Bill coming into operation, shall be deemed to have 
been validly exercised or performed. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Member Dunkley, you 
have the floor. 
 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/73553d7db2092c614d3aafa9b225cc23.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/73553d7db2092c614d3aafa9b225cc23.pdf
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. I thank the 
Honourable Minister for the explanation of the three 
clauses. 
 The third clause, this is self-explanatory, be-
cause obviously the Minister would like that clause to 
start from the time the Bill actually starts, which is crit-
ical to make sure that there is no ambiguity in this 
whole operation. 
 Going back to the first, the second clause—
the first clause is self-explanatory as well. I just have a 
couple of observations and a question to the Honour-
able Minister. So, clause 2 of the amendment we are 
dealing with today inserts the clause “Authority Having 
Jurisdiction” after [section] 7 of the original 2014 Act.  
 Mr. Chairman, I just want to provide some 
background. The original Act of 2014 says in [section] 
6 that [the] Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service is re-
sponsible for fire and safety protection. So, [section] 
6(1) says “The Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service 
shall have overall authority and responsibility with re-
spect to fire safety and protection, and the promotion 
thereof. . . .” 
 Mr. Chairman, what that means, because the 
Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service has overall re-
sponsibility, it also means that the Chief Fire Officer, 
as the leader of that organisation, is the one who pro-
vides the direction, the guidance, and the input. 
 So, what we are doing today—inserting this 
clause with the AHJ—is just providing any clarity that 
is necessary. Because, as the Minister said in her 
brief . . . someone has got their microphone on, Mr. 
Chairman, and there is a lot of noise. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. I really do not know who it is 
from my end. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: It seems to be cleared up 
now, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Okay, thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So, Mr. Chairman, what 
the Minister did say in the brief [is] that it is commonly 
accepted that the CFO is the officer having jurisdic-
tion. So, section 6 (originally covered in the Act) and 
this [new] section 7A provides more clarity, if the clari-
ty is required. And that is just a background for Mem-
bers of Parliament and for people listening. 
 The question I have to the Honourable Minis-
ter is on clause 2, [new] section 7B, which says the 
“AHJ may issue directions or guidance in relation to 
the NFPA Codes.” So, the question to the Honourable 
Minister is, going back to the principal Act, the Fire 
Safety Act 2014, section 8[(1)] says the “Minister may 
issue supplemental fire safety codes. . . .” 
 So, the question to the Honourable Minister is, 
how will this new section 7B that we are putting into 
this Act work in tandem with the section 8 in the origi-
nal Act? How does the Minister expect those two—the 

change—to meld with what is already in the Fire Safe-
ty Act? Because, from what the Minister has said to-
day the Chief Fire Officer can “issue written guidance 
regarding the interpretation”—that is section 
7B[(1)](a)—provide “application or modification of the 
NFPA Codes, and revise any guidance so issued.” 
 But the Minister, in the original Act in section 
8, also has the ability to issue supplemental fire 
codes. So, how can we ensure that they are going to 
work together for seamless enforcement and over-
sight of this Fire Safety Amendment Act? That is the 
only question I have, and I think it is important based 
on how the amendment is written and how the original 
Act remains written in Part 2, section 8. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Chairman, I believe there was 
only one question from my colleague— 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: —and that spoke to how will sec-
tion 7B work with section 8 of the Fire Safety Act 
2014. 
 And what I would like to do is . . . the amend-
ment is clear in terms of the role of the Fire Chief—
Chief Fire Officer—and the AHJ (which is the authority 
within the jurisdiction), but in section 8 it says, as well, 
that “In preparing” (this is section 8(2) of the Fire Safe-
ty Act 2014) “In preparing and issuing any fire safety 
codes under this section, the Minister shall act on the 
advice of the Chief Fire Officer who shall consult as 
he considers appropriate” and it goes on to explain it. 
 So, I think that the question that the Member 
asked has been answered in the actual section 8 of 
the Act. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. Mr. Dunkley, are you satisfied 
with that? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I appreciate the explana-
tion, Mr. Chairman, but I understand that in preparing 
and issuing any fire safety codes under section 8 the 
Minister shall act on the advice of the Chief Fire Of-
ficer. 
 Now, going back to the amendment we are 
making today, section 7B[(1)](a), is that “advice”—that 
section 8, the Chief Fire Officer “issuing written guid-
ance regarding the interpretation, application or modi-
fication” of these codes? Because the Minister, in the 
original Act, has to act on the advice, but in this 
amendment we are allowing the Chief Fire Officer as 
the AHJ to actually issue the guidance. So, is the abil-
ity to do that taken out of the Minister’s hands com-
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pletely and now all [decisions are] with the Chief Fire 
Officer? That is, I guess, the crux of the question. 
 Because it appears that is so because the 
original Act—repeating myself for clarity—says— 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —that the Minister must 
act on the advice of the Chief Fire Officer; but now we 
are giving the Chief Fire Officer the ability to actually 
revise the codes. It does not mention the Minister in 
this amendment. 
 
The Chairman: Hmm. 
 Minister, do you have that? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. 
 Mr. Chairman, I believe that was the intention 
that the Chief Fire Officer becomes the AHJ, which is 
the [Authority Having] Jurisdiction. So, whilst the Min-
ister still has the . . . “may issue supplementary fire 
safety codes,” the Chief Fire Officer now is the Author-
ity Having Jurisdiction within the amendment and that 
will be added into the Act as part of the Act. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: If that is . . . I am not sure if that is 
what you are referring to because that is actually 
where . . . the Authority Having Jurisdiction. So, that is 
the AHJ and that role is now affixed to the Chief Fire 
Officer. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is what I was assum-
ing. That is why I have questioned section 8. 
 So, if that is the case, why is section 8 not 
amended to make it clear that the Minister has no real 
authority in this matter? Because if it falls with the 
Chief Fire Officer as the AHJ, the Minister has no au-
thority. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Well, I would not say that . . . sor-
ry, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Okay. 
 The Act is clear in that it still says that in sec-
tion 8(1)—and you are referring to the Fire Safety Act 
2014—that “The Minister may issue supplementary 
fire safety codes that are essential to take account of 
the operational requirements of the Bermuda Fire and 
Rescue Services and which relate to matters which 
are not specifically provided for by the NFPA Codes.” 
 So, when you look at this amendment here in 
front of us, it speaks specifically to the NFPA Codes 
and the section 8 . . . I think you are looking at it as 
. . . in the inference of the NFPA Codes, but section 8 

speaks to [matters] that are not specifically provided 
for. 
 So, I see where you are . . . I can see your 
confusion in it, but I think the Act actually clearly ex-
plains it there. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I accept where you are 
coming from, but I still have some difference because 
in section 8(2) it says, “In preparing and issuing any 
fire safety codes under this section, the Minister shall 
. . .”—so it refers to the codes right there. 
 Mr. Chairman, I do not need to belabour the 
point. I am just making sure that we have clarity be-
cause this— 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —the Fire Safety Amend-
ment Act 2021 is bringing clarity to these codes, which 
are important. And so, I just want to question that to 
make sure that if the Chief Fire Officer is the AHJ, that 
this is clear, and the Minister’s responsibilities are 
very well defined and we do not have to come back 
and make further amendments.  
 So, the point has been made. And I do not 
think there is any need to belabour it anymore. I ap-
preciate the Minister’s explanations. 
 
The Chairman: Any further questions?  

Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister, do you want to move these clauses? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that clauses 1, 2 and 3 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1, 2 
and 3 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: We will do the preamble now. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I move that the preamble be ap-
proved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The preamble is approved. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I move that the Bill be reported to 
the House as presented or amended. 
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The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed and amended. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House. 
 
[Motion carried: The Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and passed without amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you Honourable Minister. 
 Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 2:29 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

FIRE SAFETY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Members, are there any objections to the Bill 
entitled Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 being re-
ported to the House as printed? 
 There are none. The Bill has been reported as 
printed and received. 
 That now brings us on to the next item on the 
Order Paper for today, [Order] No. 2, which is the 
second reading of the Public Service Superannuation 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021 in the name of the 
Minister of Finance. 
 Minister, are you ready to present your mat-
ter? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: If it pleases you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill entitled the Public Service Superannuation 
Temporary Amendment [Act] 2021 be now read the 
second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment wishes this Honourable House to now give con-

sideration to the Bill entitled the Public Service Super-
annuation Temporary Amendment Act 2021. 
 Mr. Speaker, 2020 was a very challenging 
year for countries around the world. The unexpected 
onset of the pandemic and the fallout from that has 
had a devastating impact on people and on econo-
mies. Bermuda, like other countries globally, has had 
to deal with serious health and economic challenges. 
A number of critical actions were taken to protect and 
preserve life and then to provide economic support for 
the people of Bermuda. Government revenues 
dropped significantly and the unexpected expenditure 
[INAUDIBLE] reached . . . Government therefore 
stepped up and took prudent and considered action to 
address the expected significant deficit. 
 Mr. Speaker, we were fortunate that in this 
crisis Bermudians and residents of Bermuda came 
together and worked together for the common good. 
Thus, Government was able to negotiate with some of 
its union partners in the public sector and reach an 
agreement on a package of austerity measures aimed 
at reducing expenditure in the short term, while at the 
same time ensuring that public service employees 
were not negatively impacted from a financial point of 
view. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Public Services 
Union, the Bermuda Industrial Union, and the Bermu-
da Union of Teachers all agreed to a list of measures 
which included: a reduction of 10 per cent of all sala-
ries and wages for one year, or until the 31 July 2021, 
and [until] the 31 August [2021] for teachers and prin-
cipals; a suspension of Public Service Superannuation 
Fund contributions by the employee and the Govern-
ment for one year or until 31 July 2021. 
 Therefore, Mr. Speaker, on 17 July 2020, the 
Legislature passed the Public Service Superannuation 
Temporary Amendment Act 2020. The purpose of the 
Temporary PSSA [Public Service Superannuation Act] 
was to provide for a one-year temporary suspension 
of the Government’s contributions to the Public Ser-
vice Superannuation Fund [PSSF] and an optional 
one-year temporary suspension of a contributor’s con-
tributions to the PSSF. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Temporary PSSA has a pre-
defined suspension period with a suspension period 
defining specific dates of when contributions can be 
suspended from the PSSF. The PSSA defined the 
suspension period as 1 August 2020 to 31 July 2021. 
And for persons that fall within the category of teach-
er, from 1 September 2020 to 31 August 2021. 
 Mr. Speaker, the suspension period was ini-
tially instituted with the expectation that all govern-
ment unions would reach agreement on the suspend-
ing of PSSF contributions at the same time. However, 
the negotiation process has been more extended with 
some of the unions. As a result, the government em-
ployees in those unions—this includes the police of-
ficers of all ranks, superintendent and above, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Police, and the Commis-
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sioner of Police and Magistrates—will complete their 
12-month suspension period after the pre-defined end 
date of the suspension period of the Act. The group of 
employees that have not started as yet are still a work 
in progress, but the date on which an agreement is 
made is still to be determined. 
 Mr. Speaker, to avoid having to make multiple 
amendments of the Temporary PSSA to allow for dif-
ferent suspension periods each time the Government 
negotiates with the remainder of its union partners, 
the Act will be amended to allow for modification of 
suspension periods by order subject to the negative 
resolution procedure, and that such order may be 
made with retrospective effect. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear that the 
decision to suspend contributions to the PSSF was 
not taken lightly and, as noted previously, came on 
the back of a pandemic that had a negative impact on 
the global economy with the Government experienc-
ing a major decline in tax revenue and, at the same 
time, needing to increase its expenditure in order to 
safeguard the health of Bermuda and its residents. 
The agreement to suspend contributions helped the 
Government to avoid mass lay-offs, or forced early 
retirement within the public service, and helped to 
save the taxpayers millions of dollars. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish to take this op-
portunity, once again, to thank our union partners and, 
by extension, our dedicated public service officers for 
their active engagement and willingness to work with 
us in the best interests of Bermuda. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to begin by stat-
ing that the Opposition realises that this is something 
that has to be done and not something that we would 
like to have done.  
 As we all know, and as the Minister of Fi-
nance has indicated, we faced a challenge economi-
cally prior to the pandemic and the pandemic has ex-
acerbated the economic challenge that we all face, 
whether we are an individual employee, whether we 
are a business, or whether in fact we are a govern-
ment. The truth of the matter that is everybody in the 
economy has suffered. We have seen our salaries 
reduced, we have seen our incomes reduced, we 
have seen people laid off, and we have seen some 
really, really tough times with our brothers and sisters. 
So, I understand that we have to make some tough 
decisions to get through this situation which we find 
ourselves in. 

 Mr. Speaker, I would like to first state that we 
support this endeavour and, in essence, with the sus-
pension of the contributions—be they voluntarily or 
not—we are funding today by borrowing from our fu-
ture. We are using our own money that we had put 
aside for a rainy day to cover our living expenses for 
today in some cases. And I know it is difficult and I 
also know that a number of people would prefer not to 
borrow from their pensions, but had no choice to do 
otherwise. 
 Not only that, Mr. Speaker, when we borrow 
from our pensions, we are not just taking out capital, 
we are also taking out potential earnings that enure to 
our benefit over a life of our contributions to our pen-
sions. And at the end of the day, when it comes to our 
pensions, what you put in is what you get out. So, if 
you reduce your contributions, if you make withdraw-
als from your contributions, your benefits when you 
are ready to retire are diminished accordingly. And so, 
at the end of the day, this challenges us in the imme-
diate term and also in the long term. We not only lose 
our contributions, but we lose the earning power of 
our contributions, and I think this needs to be made 
clear as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other issue is when we put 
through the legislation last year, the Minister of Fi-
nance had indicated that he was doing an actuarial 
review on the pension plans—the government pen-
sion plans—and he gave an indication that the actuar-
ial review would be completed by the end of July 
2020. I would invite the Minister to give an update on 
where things stand on the actuarial studies and their 
findings in regard to the liquidity and sustainability of 
our pension plans.  

I think one of the pension plans that I read in-
dicated that, if we did not make a contribution, the 
plan would last for another 10 years. Given where we 
are this year it would be interesting to see what as-
sessment the actuaries will make given that we have 
withdrawn funds from our pensions, and because we 
withdrew funds with the $12,000 which is not a gov-
ernment pension, but the principle is the same, if we 
are not making contributions then it just compromises 
the income and it compromises the ability of the fund 
to meet its liquidity requirements. 
 As I said, Bermuda was [having] challenging 
economic times before. We were on a glide path of 
reduced tourism. People were leaving Bermuda be-
cause they were facing challenges. And so, we should 
have had a recovery plan then, but that is history and 
it is easy to say. And I see that the Minister has a re-
covery plan which will be debated sometime in the 
future. 
 The other reason that I think we had to do it 
was to basically address money in circulation. If we 
are to grow our economy, if we are to get people back 
to work, the incentive for Government was to release 
some of the pension money to its participants so that 
they can spend money in the community and, as a 
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result, bring some liquidity and growth to our econo-
my. So, it is an interesting dilemma in regard to sus-
pension of contributions because it touches the entire 
fabric of Bermuda’s economy. 
 As I said, I do not have a lot to say. We sup-
port it and on that . . . oh, I know. The Minister indicat-
ed that on occasion—and the legislation states “on 
occasion”—the Minister will have the discretion to add 
members or certain classes of members to the sus-
pension of contributions. When he does his summary, 
I would like for him to repeat what he said because I 
did not have a clear sense.  

I was trying to determine whether he meant 
where they have employees in government who have 
not agreed to the suspension of their contributions or 
have not agreed to the collective bargaining agree-
ment that is crafted by the unions, that their suspen-
sion has been tabled for now and will be presented 
[again] in regard to this legislation when agreement is 
reached. So, can the Minister just clarify this because 
I am not very clear as to how one qualifies to have a 
suspension within the government sector as well as 
the contributory pension sector in the next legislation? 
 So, with those few comments, that is all I have 
to say at this point in time, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Adams, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I will be very brief. 
As the Minister articulated, this is simply a measure to 
avoid making multiple amendments to the Temporary 
PSSA. The Government recognises that the negotia-
tions to suspend contributions to the PSSF with some 
union partners took longer than originally anticipated 
and that some are, in fact, still ongoing. As a result, 
the beginning and ending dates are different. So, Mr. 
Speaker, I am naturally supportive of the amendment. 
 Mr. Speaker, if I may, I, too, would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our union partners and public 
officers for their sacrifice. It goes without saying 
COVID-19 has resulted in a loss of government reve-
nue, increasing expenditure, and ultimately, an in-
crease in our national debt. And it was their sacrifice 
that assisted in providing the Government additional 
capacity to work through the economic challenges 
brought on by the pandemic. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is not lost on us that our public 
officers provide critical services on a daily basis to 
enhance the lives of everyday Bermudians, that many 
have gone above and beyond having been asked to 
do more with less and that the added pressure has 
had an impact to their everyday lives. 

 Mr. Speaker, it is for reasons such as those 
that this Government’s agenda is now to put policies 
in place that will have us move past the pandemic.  
 Mr. Speaker, I will finish by simply saying that 
the sacrifices of our union partners and public officers, 
once again, demonstrate their commitment to each 
other and our country and they have not gone unno-
ticed. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Pearman— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Like 
the last speaker, I will be very brief. 
 As the Opposition Leader has already in-
formed this Honourable House, we do not oppose this 
Act or this Bill. Nonetheless, we recognise that it is 
regrettable, because what we are doing in practice 
and in practicality is suspending payments into pen-
sion money and pension money is that pot for rainy 
days. We all recognise right now that it is raining and, 
therefore, there has been legitimate consideration and 
focus as to whether or not pension money should be 
released or releasable or suspended, et cetera, to 
allow for the trouble that is being faced on a global 
basis in respect of COVID-19. But nonetheless, that 
which is spent today is unlikely to be there tomorrow.  
 It is always helpful when these sorts of Bills 
come through just to remind ourselves what the Bill is 
actually doing. This Bill, as the Honourable Minister of 
Finance explained, is really very, very narrow. The 
previous Bill dealt with various periods of suspension, 
and it had two periods of suspension. This Bill is intro-
ducing a third period, which period is at the discretion 
of the Minister. And it, therefore, allows for suspen-
sions now that did not happen before.  
 The questions I have, therefore, are two. The 
Minister of Finance explained how the previous peri-
ods were general in the first instance and specific to 
teachers in the second, so my first question is this to 
the Honourable Minister of Finance: What are the cat-
egories that this new discretionary flexible period will 
allow for suspensions? Is it police and fire only, as he 
described? Or does it apply to anyone else? So, we 
know it applies to the police and fire because he said 
so. Does it apply to anyone else? 
 My second and final question for the Honour-
able Minister of Finance is this: This Bill allows the 
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setting of a period on a retrospective basis. It goes 
back in time if the Minister wishes. He has the power 
to go back in time and suspend for a period in the 
past. And my second and final question, Mr. Speaker, 
is to the extent to which he will exercise that retro-
spective power, will he be going back or not? I think 
he was commenting on that when he addressed the 
Bill in the beginning, but I am afraid I just missed that 
point. Will he be applying this retrospectively against 
the police, the fire, or indeed, any other category that 
he identifies in respect of my first question? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me that 
brief moment. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 No other Member? 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to thank Honourable Members for their contributions 
and for the opportunity to provide some clarifying 
comments on areas that may be a bit confusing. 
 By way of background, the Government en-
tered into discussions and negotiations with all the 
public service unions and associations. They would 
include the BPSU, the BIU, the BUT, the Bermuda 
Police Association, the Fire [Service] Association, as 
well as the Prison Officers Association. While we 
would have liked for those negotiations all to have 
concluded with all parties agreeing to participate in 
this programme, it did not end that way. And two un-
ions, in particular, did not—the Prison Officers Asso-
ciation and the Fire Service Association.  

Discussions with the police organisation took 
a bit longer, so their commencement date, because 
this programme was intended to be for 12 months in 
duration . . . so the concern expressed around the 
dates and the retrospective nature of this amendment, 
let me allay those concerns by saying this. Inasmuch 
as a union commenced the austerity programme after 
July 1st, let us say it is August 1st, their end date would 
be 12 months from commencement.  

The retrospective nature of the Bill is intended 
to capture the start date, which may not have been 
when the legislation was originally contemplated. And 
so, you will see in experience that actual start dates 
will be varied for each particular union and this legisla-
tion is intended to allow for the suspensions to occur 
for that period of time for which the 12 months is run-
ning. 
 We have not had agreements with the Prison 
Officers Association or the Fire Services Association. 
This legislation, in some ways, is a bit optimistic and is 
hopeful that, like their other colleagues in the public 
service who participated in the austerity measures, 
that they will see fit to do so as well. So it contem-

plates that inasmuch as they do agree we can provide 
for their suspensions without having to come back and 
amend the legislation. 
 I think that there might have been some con-
fusion, especially for the general public, with respect 
to some of the comments made by the Honourable 
Opposition Leader. This amendment relates only to 
the Public Service Superannuation Fund, the defined 
benefit plan for public service officers. It does not re-
late to private sector plans or defined contribution 
plans. And so, there have been no monies taken out 
of this plan. There has been in effect a suspension of 
the contributions. 
 With that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill be 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 None? 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 2:53 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Public Service Superannua-
tion Temporary Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister Dickinson, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move 
clauses 1 through 3. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Clause 1 is self-
explanatory. 

Clause 2 amends the definition of “suspension 
period” in section 2 of the principal Act, to allow for 
different suspension periods of 12 months to be speci-
fied by order made by the Minister of Finance in rela-
tion to specified categories of contributors, and such 
orders shall be made subject to the negative resolu-
tion procedure and may be made with retrospective 
effect. 

Clause 3 provides for retrospective com-
mencement of this Act on July 27, 2020, the date on 
which the Temporary PSSA came into effect. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/234eda712e552e2b85149fb77575fd34.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/234eda712e552e2b85149fb77575fd34.pdf
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 Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, just one question. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: And I would like to speak to 
[new section] 2(1)(c) based on comments the Minister 
made during his presentation. 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition Cole Hedley Simons. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 My question is this: He indicated that he has 
not reached an agreement with the Bermuda Police 
Union. If the Bermuda Police Union— 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, the Police 
Union . . . Mr. Chairman? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, continue. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: The Police Union are 
among the parties who have agreed. It is the prison 
officers and the fire officers who have not. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay, so, if the Prison Of-
ficers and the Fire Officers agree today, then you 
have the discretion to give them a suspension as of 
May 21, 2021 to December 31, 2021? So that could 
be effective today given the changing circumstances 
of our economy in regard to the impact of COVID-19. 
And that is the question I have. 
 So, our economy is evolving continuously and 
the longer we go down the road economically we may 
strengthen and you may find yourself in a position that 
these two entities—the Prison Officers and the Fire 
Officers—are not required to make their contribution 
because of the strengthening of our economy. But if it 
is required, you do not have to give them a year’s 
suspension, you can give them whatever you deem fit 
given the evolution of our economy. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 Minister? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Chairman, MP Pear-
man. 
 
The Chairman: MP Pearman, continue, I am sorry. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, just to follow up on 
something from the debate, but in respect of the [new 
section] 2(1)(c) that is being inserted into the Bill, my 
question is this: It says, “such other periods of twelve 
months as may be so specified.” And so, I guess, my 

question is this, as I understood what you were say-
ing, the suspension periods for the various job catego-
ries will not necessarily align by their dates, but the 
suspension periods will be the same length of 12 
months. Is that correct or have I misunderstood? 
 
The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, the sus-
pension periods will be for 12 months in duration, so— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Across the board. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Across the board. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Any further questions or comments? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I am not 
sure . . . I am hopeful that that response answered the 
question put forth by the Opposition Leader, but if it is 
not, then I— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Just a question. And so, I 
heard what you said and, as you can see, our man-
agement of COVID-19 is becoming more positive and 
the economy is beginning to open. And it may not be 
necessary to suspend the contributions for the mem-
bers in question for 12 months because we may have 
a more robust economy by December. So, the ques-
tion becomes, why hamstring yourself to a year if you 
can only be required to do it, given our economic im-
provement, for six months? That is my question. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I will re-
spond to that by saying that the answer is rooted in a 
concept of equity. And so, the other public officers—
those from the BPSU, the BIU, the BUT and the Po-
lice Association—have all agreed to suspend their 
contributions for a period of 12 months. And in the 
spirit of them taking a reduction in their benefits, it is 
my view that they would probably ask for the same 
kind of sacrifice from their colleagues in the Prison 
Service and in the Fire Service. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay, I accept that. 
 
The Chairman: Any further comments? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: Do the clauses first. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: I am sorry. 
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 Mr. Chairman, I move that clauses 1 through 
3 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Now you can do the preamble. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. The Bill will be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Service Superannuation 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021 was considered by 
a Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 3:00 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Members, are there any objections to the 
Public Service Superannuation Temporary Amend-
ment Act 2021 being reported to the House as print-
ed? 
 There are none. It has been reported as print-
ed and received. 
 We now move on to the next item on the Or-
der Paper, which is the second reading of the Con-
tributory Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 
again, in the name of the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister. 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

CONTRIBUTORY PENSIONS TEMPORARY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill entitled the Contributory Pensions Temporary 
Amendment Act 2021 be now read the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment wishes this Honourable House to now give con-
sideration to the Bill entitled the Contributory Pensions 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021. 
 Mr. Speaker, as previously noted, the COVID-
19 pandemic had a major impact on countries and 
their residents around the globe. Bermuda, like other 
countries globally, has had to deal with the serious 
health and economic challenges. The Bermuda Gov-
ernment, therefore, had to take prompt and decisive 
action to protect the health of its residents and to pro-
vide support to navigate significant challenges.  

The Government also developed and imple-
mented an unemployment benefit allowing for persons 
to withdraw funds from their pensions and progressed 
other initiatives to provide residents with additional 
income. Businesses were also given consideration 
and actions were also taken to help them navigate the 
challenging waters. 

One key initiative, which was progressed to 
provide benefits to both businesses and individuals, 
related to social insurance payments. Thus, on the 
19th of June 2020 the Legislature passed the Contribu-
tory Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 2020 (or 
the Temporary CPA).  

The purpose of the Temporary CPA was to 
provide for a one-year temporary suspension of con-
tributions to the Contributory Pension Fund with the 
aim of providing assistance to businesses, employees 
and the Government due to the negative economic 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Bermuda’s 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker, on the back of the passing of the 
Temporary CPA the Government negotiated with 
some of its union partners and reached an agreement 
on a package of measures aimed at reducing ex-
penditures in the short term. Bermuda Public Services 
Union, the Bermuda Industrial Union, and the Bermu-
da Union of Teachers agreed to a list of measures 
which included a suspension of Contributory Pension 
Fund contributions by the employee and the Govern-
ment in respect of a defined suspension period. 

Mr. Speaker, the Temporary CPA has a sus-
pension period with the suspension period defining 
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specific dates when contributions can be suspended 
from the CPF [Contributory Pension Fund]. In particu-
lar, the Temporary CPA defines the suspension period 
as July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, it was originally anticipated that 
all government unions would come to an agreement 
on the suspending of CPF contributions at the same 
time. However, the negotiations were concluded at 
different time periods and for some groups of employ-
ees—police officers of the rank of Superintendent and 
above, the Deputy Commissioner of Police, the Com-
missioner of Police and Magistrates—negotiations are 
still ongoing. As a result, the government employees 
in some unions will complete their 12-month suspen-
sion period after the predefined end date of the sus-
pension period of the Temporary CPA.  

Mr. Speaker, to avoid having to make multiple 
amendments to the Temporary CPA to be able to ap-
propriately reflect these extended time periods, the 
Temporary CPA will be amended to allow for modifi-
cation of the suspension periods by order subject to 
the negative resolution procedure and that such or-
ders may be made with retrospective effect. 

Mr. Speaker, the Contributory Pension Fund 
has served the citizens of Bermuda well during the 50 
years that it has been in existence by providing an 
important base retirement income. Government has 
been consistent in taking steps to encourage contribu-
tions to maximise future income streams. However, 
given the unprecedented tragedy of the COVID-19 
pandemic, as noted earlier, Government has re-
sponded with creativity and decisiveness to offer relief 
to those negatively impacted by this global disaster. 
The deferment in CPF contributions has helped keep 
people employed, businesses afloat, and helped the 
Government to prudently control expenditure. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish to, again, take 
this opportunity to thank our union partners, our busi-
ness partners, our health workers, our essential work-
ers, and all the public for their support during this 
pandemic period. It is with their strength and backing 
that the Government will help Bermuda come out of 
the pandemic stronger than before it went in. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, I will be very 
brief because— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. I will be brief 
because the principles discussed in the opening re-
marks in the previous legislation apply to this as well. 

 As I said, we support the legislation because it 
has to be done because of the challenges faced in 
Bermuda, because we need to support the people of 
Bermuda, we need to support our businesses, we 
need to support our economy, and the only way to 
support all of them is to have more money in circula-
tion, which will be the foundation for the growth of our 
economy. 
 The only thing that I would like for the Minister 
of Finance to address is the issue of the actuarial re-
view. When we did the original temporary suspension 
back in July or June of last year, he made a commit-
ment to have the actuarial review completed by July of 
last year. And I am not aware that it has been com-
pleted and I just ask the Minister for an update on 
when that actuarial report will be made public. 
 And those are my comments. As I said, I am 
not going to be long on this one because we dis-
cussed the principle in the previous legislation. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With respect to the actuarial review, I think it 
has been a tradition of myself and my predecessors to 
table before this Honourable House the actuarial re-
views once they have been completed. I can advise 
the Honourable House that I have not yet received the 
latest update.  

When I do so I will be first sure to share that 
update with Cabinet, at which point they will approve 
for me to table such report for the consideration of the 
Honourable House. But as at this point, no report has 
been submitted to my office and, therefore, I am still 
waiting for the update. 

I am pleased to advise honourable colleagues 
that work is ongoing with respect to both the PSSF 
and the CPF as we develop strategies around ensur-
ing that their solvency is extended beyond their exist-
ing lifecycle. 
 With that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill be 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 3:08 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
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COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

CONTRIBUTORY PENSIONS TEMPORARY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Contributory Pensions 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move 
clauses 1 through 3. 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Minister. 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Clause 1 is self-
explanatory. 

Clause 2 amends the definition of “suspension 
period” in section 2 of the Temporary CPA, to allow for 
different suspension periods of 12 months to be speci-
fied by order made by the Minister of Finance in rela-
tion to specified categories of contributors, and such 
orders shall be made subject to the negative resolu-
tion procedure and may be made with retrospective 
effect. 

Clause 3 provides for retrospective effect of 
this Act on 29 June 2020, the day on which the Tem-
porary CPA came into effect. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, MP Pearman. 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Pearman, I am sorry Honourable 
Member, continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you so much, Mr. Chair-
man. 
 Honourable Minister of Finance, I have effec-
tively the same two questions, but in respect of this 
Contributory Pensions Bill. In respect of clause 2 in-
serting the new [section 2(1)(a) and (b), and specifi-
cally, in respect of the new (b), “in relation to such 
category or categories of persons,” can the Honoura-
ble Minister just confirm that the categories of persons 
that this is considering are the same as the previous 
Bill, namely, the police, who we now resolved matters 
with, and the fire and prison officers? Is it the same 
categories as the last Bill? 
 And my second and final question is the same 
question put previously, which is that we understand 
that the suspensions will be for the same length of 
time no matter what category of employment it deals 
with, even if the periods themselves are different. Can 
the Minister simply confirm that this is also the posi-
tion under this Bill? 

 Thank you, Honourable Minister and thank 
you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Pearman. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I can con-
firm both points. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 Any further speakers? 
 Minister, do you want to move? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
clauses 1 through 3 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. Approved. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. The Bill will be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Contributory Pensions Tempo-
rary Amendment Act 2021 was considered by a 
Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Minister Dick-
inson. 
 Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 3:11 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

CONTRIBUTORY PENSIONS TEMPORARY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/3e32c7dd4239f71262828761f63004f5.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/3e32c7dd4239f71262828761f63004f5.pdf
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Members, are there any objections to the 
Contributory Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 
2021 being reported to the House as printed? 
 There appear to be none. The Bill has been 
reported as printed and received. 
 Members, that now brings us to a close of the 
Orders for today and we will do our third readings 
starting with the Minister of National Security. 
 Minister, would you like to do your third read-
ing? Minister? 
 Minister Dickinson, will you do your third read-
ings for your two items in the meantime? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Sure. 
 
The Speaker: And can we have Minister Ming be on 
standby for her readings after you complete your two? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move the Bill entitled Public Service Superannuation 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021 be now read the 
third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Minister, continue. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now read the third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: Members, the Bill has been read a third 
time by its title only and passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Service Superannuation 
Temporary Amendment Act 2021 was read a third 
time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, will you do the next one? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move the Bill entitled Contributory Pensions Tempo-
rary Amendment Act 2021 be now read the third time 
by its title only. 

The Speaker: Members, are there any objections to 
that? 
 There are none, continue Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

CONTRIBUTORY PENSIONS TEMPORARY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now read the third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: Members, the Bill has been read a third 
time by its title only and it is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Contributory Pensions Tempo-
rary Amendment Act 2021 was read a third time and 
passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Minister Ming. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I apologise. 
 I move that Standing Order 21— 
 
The Speaker: You almost got caught in your slips 
there, but I know you are a St. George’s person so 
that is not a surprise. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: The resilience of St. George’s. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing 
Order 21 be suspended to enable me to move the Bill 
entitled the Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 be now 
read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Members, are there any objections to 
that? 
 There are none, continue. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

FIRE SAFETY AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
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Hon. Renee Ming: I move that the Bill be now read a 
third time by its title only and passed. 
 
The Speaker: Members, the Bill has been read a third 
time by its title only and passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 
was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Members, that brings us to a close of 
today. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, before I move the 
motion to adjourn, I am informed that one or two of my 
Honourable Members would like to speak to this mo-
tion, so I would hate for you to throw down a gavel at 
3:15 pm on a wonderful Friday. 
 
The Speaker: Well, Mr. Premier, you know how the 
process goes. If my gavel goes down before they 
stand, then we all go home. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I can see MP Christopher Fa-
mous is ready to go, so I will say, Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this Honourable House do now adjourn until Fri-
day, June 4th at 10:00 am. 
 
The Speaker: Would any Member care to speak to 
that? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like a friend of mine from 
down in Devonshire. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Well, I am actually on the 
west side of your right today, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Well, being you [do not have] anything 
to do in the west today I know you will get your 20 
minutes in easily. Give us your 20 minutes, then. 
 

BERMUDA’S ECONOMY 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, there was an 
actor years ago, you may know him, he was named 
Ed Asner. Do you remember him? 
 
The Speaker: He was a westerner, liked to play in 
westerns. No, he was a . . . yes, yes. 
 

Mr. Christopher Famous: You are from that spaghet-
ti western era. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: He also used to do this 
PSA [public service announcement] called RIF. Do 
you know what RIF means, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, sir. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Reading is Fundamental, 
RIF. 
 So, back in the 1970s he used to encourage 
young children to always read, take up a book. You 
know, we did not have Internet back then and all that 
type of stuff, so how we learned was by reading. And 
by reading you were able to comprehend, by reading 
you were able to sift, you know, in a biblical sense, the 
wheat from the chaff, what is fiction from non-fiction. 
 Mr. Speaker, recently I was reading some-
thing (because reading is fundamental), and I read 
something that was most likely written by an OBA 
consultant, but put out in the name of someone else, 
who . . . I will not call their name, but they know who 
they are. 
 This OBA consultant, fronted by someone 
else, put out some ludicrous claims about the current 
state of our country. The first claim: We have an 
economy in the toilet. So, I said, let me do my re-
search on this because reading is fundamental. And 
then I read something that was put out by our Hon-
ourable 1Minister of Finance. Let me read that, Mr. 
Speaker, if possible: 
 “After the evaluation of the information re-
ceived through their discussion and research, S&P 
[Standard & Poor’s] has affirmed Bermuda’s A+ long-
term sovereign credit and senior unsecured debt rat-
ings as well as its A-1 short-term rating and its AA+ 
transfer and convertibility assessment with the outlook 
assessed as Stable.” 
 Now, I never studied finance, but I know what 
the word “stable” means. It means the exact opposite 
of the claim of that the OBA consultant, fronted by 
someone else, wrote. 
 They went on: An unstable education system. 
Unstable education system . . . so, here we have, 
again, the OBA attacking the public education system. 
Now, it does not take a genius to recognise what they 
are really saying, Mr. Speaker, because they never 
attack the private education system, but they are al-
ways attacking the public education system.  
 Let us look at the demographics, one set of 
demographics in the private education, another set of 
demographics in public education. But the OBA is 
freely attacking the public education system. So, we 
have to ask ourselves, are they attacking the teach-

                                                      
1 Ministerial Statement 7 May 2021 
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ers? No. Are they attacking the principals? Are they 
attacking the parents of the children that go to public 
education? Are they attacking the children them-
selves? Or are they attacking the BUT—Bermuda’s 
Union of Teachers? Maybe they are just attacking 
everybody because, you know, for some people, es-
pecially OBA consultants, they see us all as one and 
they just attack us unrelentingly.  
 Moving on, Mr. Speaker, the next claim: Un-
employment benefits not being paid.  
 Mr. Speaker, again, let me say something that 
I read. The Honourable Finance Minister read out that 
over $5 million had been paid out recently in unem-
ployment benefits to over 4,000 persons. There were 
about 600 persons where there were some glitches 
due to incomplete or incorrect forms. But for the most 
part, 85 per cent (according to my Berkeley math) of 
the people have been paid. Now, if you are a person 
[who is] waiting on unemployment benefits, yes, of 
course, you are going to be a bit angry. But to say 
unemployment benefits have not been paid, is a total 
lie . . . sorry, misrepresentation of the truth. 
 They go on to make some more claims. Citi-
zens unable to pay mortgage and rent. People unable 
to feed themselves. Growing numbers of people out of 
work. Businesses that have closed or are on the brink 
of closing. 
 Mr. Speaker, I could be wrong, but the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda did not invent COVID-19. We did 
not put out a big sign and say, Hey, COVID-19, come 
to Bermuda and cause us gross economic pandemic. 
It definitely did not say put people’s lives in danger. It 
did not say that gatherings of more than 10 could re-
sult in becoming a super-spreader event. No, we did 
not do that, Mr. Speaker. Circumstances beyond our 
control happened and we—the Government of Ber-
muda, led by the Honourable Premier David Burt and 
the Honourable Health Minister Kim Wilson and all 
other supporting Ministers—had to put things in place 
to stop a health threat in this country, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my wife runs a salon. She had to 
close it for three weeks. It hurt financially, but she is 
alive. Her staff are alive. Her customers are alive. This 
is the price we all have to pay for something that is 
beyond our control. 
 Mr. Speaker, they go on to say, Roads in de-
plorable states. Roads in deplorable states, the same 
roads that the OBA had, that they did not pave—those 
roads. Is the OBA attacking the people driving on the 
roads? Maybe not. Are they attacking the workers 
who toil on the highways section at Works & Engi-
neering? Or are they attacking the BIU? No one 
knows. But they just make these blatant statements. 
 They go on again: Trash overflowing in certain 
areas. Mr. Speaker, I do not drive from west to central 
as you do every day, but I was up in Somerset on 
Sunday. I was actually on East Shore Road. Mr. 
Speaker, you know that road. 
 

The Speaker: Go ahead, go ahead. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I was up there visiting my 
Aunt Mae Smith on East Shore Road because it was 
her birthday.  
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: And I saw people on Sun-
day putting their trash out religiously. So, I said, Aunt-
ie, why is this trash like out ahead? 

And she said, Oh, well, you know, Christo-
pher, they put it out on Sundays because every Mon-
day the trash truck comes bright and early and picks it 
up. 

Now, anyone who knows my Aunt Mae knows 
that if the trash did not come get picked up, I would 
not hear the end of it, and you would not hear the end 
of it. So, these claims about trash overflowing in cer-
tain areas . . . who are they attacking? Are they at-
tacking the Works & Engineering sanitation workers 
who are out there every day picking up trash? I put my 
trash out every Thursday. Town people put their trash 
out on Thursday. Every Thursday night my trash is 
empty. So, who are they attacking? 
 Moving on, Mr. Speaker, unkempt land-
scapes. Is the OBA attacking the Works & Engineer-
ing and Parks Department staff? I do not know, but 
they keep attacking.  
 They go on again: Unreliable public transpor-
tation. Let us see. The gentlemen and ladies in blue 
driving the pink and blue buses doing their utmost to 
move people around this country. Mr. Speaker, of all 
the Caribbean islands, Bermuda has one of the most 
. . . most Caribbean islands do not even have a public 
transportation system. The Cayman Islands wants to 
get what we have, the BVI wants to get what we have. 
And in all of this, our transportation workers are out 
there risking their lives every day because they are 
being exposed to people getting on the bus. But they 
do it. And if they have to shut down for a day to get 
tested, that is what we do, because we do not want a 
bus driver (bus operator, I should say) who is sick who 
may pass it to others. But no, the OBA, instead of say-
ing let us help the bus drivers, they say unreliable 
public transportation. 
 Mr. Speaker, reading is fundamental; com-
prehension is key. The narrative which the OBA is 
trying to paint is to try and attack the PLP. But in reali-
ty, they are really attacking the workers of this Island. 
They are attacking the unions of this Island. They 
simply cannot have it both ways, Mr. Speaker. They 
cannot on one hand say, Oh, we need to trim down 
the deficit. Oh, we need to trim down the budget. And 
then, on the other hand, complain that we do not have 
enough staff to fulfil all that we need to do as a gov-
ernment. Do they want us to hire more people? And 
then they say, Oh look, you’ve bloated the civil ser-
vice. They cut . . . they . . . they are . . . what is the 
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saying the Indians used to say? They speak with 
forked tongues. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, a couple of months 
ago the OBA had an advert We need a public rela-
tions consultant. It seems to me they must have hired 
him, because over the last few months they have 
been churning out a lot—a lot—of stuff. 
 Well, here is the thing, Mr. Speaker. This par-
ty will not have the OBA or their consultants attacking 
the workers of this island. This party will not have the 
OBA or its consultants attacking the unions of this 
country. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 
I have sat here and listened to this— 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Point of order. 
 Yes, Opposition Leader? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The gentleman, the Mem-
ber, is misleading the House. We are not criticising 
the unions. We are not criticising the people of this 
country. We are not criticising civil servants. What we 
are doing is, we are making recommendations on how 
we can improve the services provided in this country. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order noted. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: MP, be mindful of the Member’s com-
ments. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, I am mindful 
about the people’s comments. Attacking and saying 
the roads are in a deplorable state, saying that it is an 
unstable education system . . . that is no recommen-
dation, Mr. Speaker. That is an attack on the workers 
of this Island. 
 So, let me move on, Mr. Speaker. This party 
will not have it. I will not have it. This party is a labour 
party, as you know, born out of the struggles of the 
1940s, the 1950’s and the 1960s. Persons like Joe 
Mills, Robert Johnson, Cal Smith, Dorothy Thompson, 
Dr. Barbara Ball, Mr. Socky Wade. All of these people 
knew that to further the aims of the labour of this 
country—Black, white, Portuguese, whatever—we 
needed a political entity. And in 1963 this labour party 
was born. And since then we have effected political 
change in one way or the other.  

Forty years ago, Mr. Speaker, this month, the 
workers of Bermuda banded together and had to 
show the forefathers of the party that Honourable Cole 
Simons, Opposition Leader (who was part of the UBP) 
that we are not going to take their insults. You are not 

going to come to us with a 5 per cent raise when the 
cost of living has gone up by 20 per cent. You are not 
going to do it. It is not going to happen. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
intervene. Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Member, will you yield? 

We have a point of order. State your point of 
order. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: No, I do not . . . no, I do 
not yield. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: He is misleading the 
House, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I do not yield. 
 
The Speaker: Ah— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members. A point of order 
has to be accepted. A point of clarity you do not have 
to accept; but a point of order . . . we will take the 
point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I know that no 
one in our team is insulting any member of our com-
munity. But as I said, making contributions and ways 
to improve the Island is not insulting or disrespectful to 
the community. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, reading is 
fundamental. 
 Words such as “unstable education system,” 
words such as “deplorable roads,” words such as . . . 
negative words. You cannot use negative words to 
encourage people. 
 Mr. Speaker, moving on. The OBA consult-
ants seem to think we have forgotten 1981. No, we 
have not. We are Government because labour stood 
by us. We are Government because the workers of 
Bermuda believe in us. 

Is everything perfect, Mr. Speaker? No.  
Do we agree on everything? No. No family 

does.  
However, let it be clear that this administration 

under the Honourable E. David Burt has made tre-
mendous strides in making things better for the work-
ers of this country—the Employment Act Amendment 
2020, increasing employee benefits; the Trade Union 
and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act [2020], 
which, I may add, put in place that all workers in any 
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union shop pay union dues because they all get union 
representation. We closed 42 additional job catego-
ries; we provided training and development for 176 
workers since September 2020; we successfully im-
plemented a graduate training programme; we imple-
mented unemployment benefits and supplementary 
unemployment benefits with $65 million spent—all for 
the workers of this Island. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, the unions assisted 
us, our political party, in our times of need. And I chal-
lenge each one of my MPs—yourself included, Mr. 
Speaker—to do your part to assist the unions, en-
courage every worker on this Island to get unionised 
because, if you do not, you are going to be subject to 
attacks from people. 

Mr. Speaker, I have two words, two terms, 
and then I close here: Onward and upward together 
and United we stand. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: You have your 20 minutes. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I will not take that much, 
sir. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 

A CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE—RESTORING HOPE 
IN OUR YOUTH 

  
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak on behalf of a group that for many, many years 
has felt unvalued, unwanted, unheard in their own 
country. It is a group that has seen economic condi-
tions like none of us have seen in our lifetime. They 
have seen periods of almost non-stop war and con-
flict. They are a group that saw our Island ravaged by 
gang violence and gun violence in a way that we nev-
er experienced growing up.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am talking about our youth, 
specifically our people under 30, who are a unique 
group shaped by their experiences. And you know, we 
can always feature the outliers and the people who 
are doing well and people who do not share these 
attitudes and beliefs, but we must also look towards 
those who feel that they are being left behind, that 
they are not being heard, and that there is no place for 
them in their own country. 

 Mr. Speaker, when I first got involved in poli-
tics, initially in the late 1990s, and elected in 2002, I 
was not quite 30 years old. And at the time I was pas-
sionate, and I remained passionate about Bermudian-
isation. I remained passionate about not having a 
Bermuda where my children, your children, other peo-
ple’s children will not have the same opportunities, not 
have the same chances, not have the same treatment 
that their countrymen of a different colour or a differ-
ent name or a different background would have. 
 Mr. Speaker, when I came back to Bermuda, I 
saw Bermudians my age who had done what they 
were supposed to do—go to college, work hard, study 
hard—and still [were] subjected to things like teaching 
a non-Bermudian how to be their boss, subjected to 
things like being told, You’re just a little boy or a little 
girl to me, so just . . . you have nothing to contribute. 
 Mr. Speaker, while the years have passed 
and I no longer fit into that category, I have never for-
gotten the feeling of not being wanted in my own 
country, not being heard, not being listened to, not 
seeing a place for myself. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, when I went into my 
constituency initially in 2014, I was the then Shadow 
Minister of Tourism. And during my time as Shadow 
Minister of Tourism and even as Minister of Tourism, I 
spent a lot of time encouraging. I was very passionate 
about getting a Bermudian industry growing within 
tourism, whether it was within the workforce, whether 
it was in entrepreneurship, whether it was within sup-
porting services—Bermudian led, Bermudian-
dominated, Bermudian to the core.  

I would talk to a lot of young men and some 
young women and I would try to encourage them, par-
ticularly some who had parents who had served in the 
hospitality industry. And they told the same story. My 
mother worked her fingers to the bone and never was 
paid a decent wage. My mother worked her fingers to 
the bone and never got a promotion. My mother 
worked her fingers to the bone and never was able to 
fully make ends meet. And they would ask me, Why 
should I follow in that path? Why should I follow in 
those footsteps? And I struggled to answer it and I 
struggle with the answer. 

And while I continue to encourage and contin-
ue to fight for improved conditions and things like the 
living wage, we have to deal with, within some of our 
young people, a crisis of confidence. As a generation 
this is not just unique to Bermuda, this is a global 
condition. There are those of our young people who 
are losing faith with the institutions that we held dear, 
institutions that got us through slavery, institutions that 
got us through segregation. Everything is being ques-
tioned and found wanting, whether it is political par-
ties, whether it is politicians, whether it is church. 
There is a crisis of confidence that is the elephant in 
the room that we do not speak of. 

Mr. Speaker, the economic conditions that 
they have seen are so different. And it is easy to point 
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the finger of blame, but we have been through some 
global economic times that I think even our grandpar-
ents did not experience, and a global pandemic. And 
what I am hearing more and more is that there is no 
desire to return to the world that was, there is no de-
sire to achieve the Bermuda that they have never 
seen and that we talk about so fondly. They believe 
we are capable of better. They expect better and they 
want better and they are demanding better. 

Mr. Speaker, when you talk to a group who 
believes it is likely that they will never own a home in 
their own country, a group that is perhaps the most 
gifted and talented that our people have produced, the 
loss of faith in institutions, the loss of faith in process-
es, represents a dangerous, dangerous catalyst for 
the years ahead. And this is something that is not the 
job of one politician, or the blame of one politician, or 
the job of one party, or the blame of one party. This is 
something that each of us should be concerned about 
and each of us should be doing our part to address.  

Where their perceptions are wrong, we should 
be engaging with them where they are—not through 
Ministerial Statements and press releases and 
speeches in Parliament, but where they are. We want 
them to be––not where we hope they will be, not what 
we think they should be––where they are, in their 
spaces, in their places, in their environment, listening 
without judgment, accepting their world view and find-
ing ways to incorporate ideas that can help, whether it 
is necessary to improve their world view or improve 
the world that they see and they want to see changed. 

Mr. Speaker, it would be easy now, because 
that is the pattern of this political system that we have 
inherited from white supremacy and colonialism, to 
use this platform as an opportunity to [take] pot-shots 
at each other, shoot shots at each other, and it is a 
great deal of fun, you know, when you really get into 
it. But at the end of the day, it does not matter be-
cause these young people are not impressed and they 
are not even listening.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I would encourage Mem-
bers, instead of firing shots at each other on this is-
sue, to actually begin speaking as passionately with, 
to and about our young people as we do for our sen-
iors. I am proud of my Members, like the Honourable 
Derrick Burgess and the Honourable Zane DeSilva 
who will say proudly I love my seniors. And I love 
them too. But I love our youth. I love their potential, I 
love their idealism, I love their passion for change. 
And that is something that we have a part in making 
sure never gets extinguished, never gets dulled, and, 
more importantly never, ever is led to antisocial be-
haviour or to another country. 

We have a role to play to restore hope; we 
have a role to play by pushing idealism over pragma-
tism. We have a role to play, Mr. Speaker. And if you 
are playing it already as a Member of this Chamber or 
in the other place, then you need to continue. And if 
you are not, I really encourage you now, beginning 

this weekend, to get in the spaces of our young peo-
ple, meet them where they are, where they are com-
fortable, and listen and see the Bermuda that they 
see, see the Bermuda that they want to see for them-
selves and for their children and all of us do our part 
to help build it. 

They are in the what-have-you-done-for-me-
lately business. While our history is important, while 
our achievements are important, if they are not feeling 
them, if they are not touching them, it is not what they 
want to hear.  

So, Mr. Speaker, as I close my remarks, I 
would just encourage every Member to reflect: Are we 
doing enough for our young people? Are we connect-
ing enough with our young people? Are we listening to 
them? Are we being an example to them? Are we 
guiding them? And, where appropriate, are we provid-
ing a vision that excites them and drives them for-
ward? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Simmons. 
 Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have your 20 
minutes. 
 

A CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE—RESTORING HOPE 
IN OUR YOUTH 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. 
 I would like to start off where the Honourable 
Jamahl Simmons just left. I think he raises very good 
points about our young people. In fact, I share his 
sentiment. I have interacted with a number of young 
people on a daily basis in my job at the bank and 
through my children and their friends. And I have to 
commend Jamahl for his contributions, because he is 
saying what these young people are saying to us.  
 And, as a consequence, I am making it my 
personal business to address and support our young 
people wherever I can and try to regain some of the 
respect that they had for their seniors and adults that 
we had when we were coming along. 
 MP Simmons is right. If you talk to many of 
them, they feel that they cannot buy a home like their 
parents have and that they, in some cases, have giv-
en up hope and are just living day-to-day and whatev-
er will be, whatever will be because they feel that we 
are not supporting them and that their voices are not 
being heard. 
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 So, again, I am prepared to work with Mr. 
Simmons if he has got a group that he is working with, 
and I am on the same band wagon as he is in that 
space. 
 The reason I . . . I just had to speak on that 
because he moved me and I thought that he was 
spot-on in regard to a number of young people in this 
country. 
 

BERMUDA DAY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to take this op-
portunity to offer my warmest regards to the people of 
Bermuda as we celebrate Bermuda Day next week. 
We will not be in the House of Assembly and so, I 
thought it was appropriate that I do it today. 
 As you all know, we are in unprecedented 
times because of the pandemic, and next week’s 
Bermuda Day will not be like the Bermuda Days of the 
past where we had celebrations and we had the 
Gombeys, we had the carnival trucks, we had the ma-
jorettes, we had the dancers, and [this year] all that 
has to be curtailed. We still have the sailing and we 
still have beaching, but Bermuda Day, this coming 
year, again, will be different. And be that as it may, 
we, as a community, will relax. We as a community, 
we will have fun. We will spend time with our families 
and we will spend time talking to our elders, talking 
about our rich culture and our rich character. 
 The other interesting thing that we need to 
also address in this country is the faces of Bermudi-
ans are changing. We are diverse Bermudians. We 
have seen mixtures and Bermudians of different eth-
nic backgrounds, different country origins, and the 
tapestry of Bermudians is becoming more cosmopoli-
tan. But at the end of the day, despite the diversity, we 
are one people and we are all Bermudians. And Ber-
muda Day will give our diverse Bermudian population 
the opportunity to reflect on who we are and what we 
have in common. 
 You know, we are proud to be Bermudian. 
When you went away travelling with your family—your 
mother, your father—or you were going to university, 
people asked you, Where are you from? And you 
proudly stuck out your chest and said, I am Bermudi-
an. The fact is, despite all the challenges that we face 
today, we still have that sense of pride in who we are 
and the role that we have to play in Bermuda and in 
the world. As you all know, are a small country—21 
square miles. And I hate to say this, we are always 
punching above our weight. We have world-acclaimed 
scholars, world-acclaimed athletes, musicians, artists, 
designers, educators, any profession, medicine—we 
are world-class people, world-class people because 
we have founded our base through Bermudian family 
traditions, through the strength of our families, and the 
strength of our communities. 
 So, I would like to close by saying, Bermuda 
is our home, it is a beautiful place, and we all here 

today are committed to improving this country. We 
continue to strive to promote its success, to protect it, 
and maintain our Island home. 
 In closing, this Bermuda Day, let us extend 
our thoughts and prayers to the families and friends 
who have been affected by COVID-19. We must con-
tinue to assist where we can, no matter what the chal-
lenge because we are our brothers’ keepers, we are 
Bermudian. 
 So, with all this in mind, with this great pride, I 
wish the Members of the House and the people of 
Bermuda—Happy Bermuda Day! 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon to you. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 

BERMUDA DAY 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I want to take 
this opportunity, like the Member before me, as this is 
our last sitting prior to Bermuda Day, I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Ber-
muda Day! 
 And Mr. Speaker, in the midst of this pandem-
ic, this Bermuda Day is going to be one like none oth-
er. Not just a lack of the celebration, but it is going to 
be a testament to who we are as Bermudians and it is 
going to test our mettle. 

Now is the time, while we celebrate Bermuda 
Day, Mr. Speaker, to look out for those who need 
looking out for. I have heard Members before me talk 
about the seniors. We need to look out for our seniors, 
we need to look out for our youth, and make sure that 
this Bermuda Day can still be enjoyable. 

But Mr. Speaker, I take the opportunity every 
chance I get to talk about how this holiday has actual-
ly evolved. From changing it from a May 24th celebra-
tion from the colonial era, over the years it has 
evolved from celebrating on May 24th to celebrating 
the last Friday of May, to now we have evolved to cel-
ebrating the Friday before the last Monday. This is 
really a testament, Mr. Speaker, to our Government. 
The “progressive” in the Progressive Labour Party 
where we have moved 50 times as we celebrate and 
acknowledge Bermuda Day and what that means, 
what that means to our seniors, what that means to 
our children, what that means to our economy, be-
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cause this is an opportunity for us to come together, 
Mr. Speaker, and grow together. 

But you know a lot of . . . there is a segment 
of us that are averse to or slow in changing, I should 
say, Mr. Speaker. Because I have had some calls, I 
have had some WhatsApps from people saying that 
they prefer for us to celebrate Bermuda Day on the 
24th of May. That is a bygone era, Mr. Speaker, and I 
think change . . . change takes time to adjust to. You 
know it has always been traditional, but that, too, we 
will get used to, Mr. Speaker. 

Just yesterday, which made me want to speak 
to it, I was talking to an old friend of mine. He popped 
by to visit. And he said that a friend of his had talked 
to him and was telling him that he misses the time 
when Bermuda Day was celebrated on the 24th of May 
and he really wished we could go back to it. And it 
turned into a spirited conversation as to the history of 
it, why we sought to do it from a cultural perspective, 
from an economic perspective, and just moving away 
from our colonial mind-set step by step. So, each 
thing that we do to rid ourselves of the colonial mind-
set is, in my humble opinion, a step closer to inde-
pendence, which should be and is—for most of us—
our ultimate goal. But I ended that conversation, Mr. 
Speaker, saying that we will be all right, you know, 
that we will grow together, we will understand what it 
means to really celebrate Bermuda Day. 

But Mr. Speaker, I do not have much else to 
say other than, that as we stand on the . . . my re-
minder now to the participants of Bermuda Day next 
week, mainly the fans, as we line the streets to cheer 
on our residents who run the race in this gruelling heat 
sometimes, but heat or not, 13.1 miles to a lot of us is 
gruelling, Mr. Speaker. I am one of those that always 
say I am going to run next year. I have not gotten to 
that yet, but, again, I am saying hopefully I will be 
ready for next year. 

But Mr. Speaker, during the cheering, I im-
plore our residents, our spectators, to be mindful that 
we are still in the midst of a pandemic. As much as 
our Premier and our Government want us to get back 
to normal as quick as possible, we have to be mindful 
that while we are on the side of the street we have to 
remember that physical distancing and other safety 
measures must still be in effect. So, let us . . . let us 
be sensible in our celebration next week, Mr. Speaker. 

And lastly, as we celebrate, let us be mindful 
that those field marshals, those marshals that are go-
ing to be along the route, they are part of us too, so let 
us give them an easy time and obey their urgings and 
whatnot so that we all could have an enjoyable Ber-
muda Day, Mr. Speaker, and still come out of it with 
our cases of COVID-19 on the decrease rather than 
on the rise. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as I close, Happy Bermuda 
Day to you! Happy Bermuda Day to my colleagues! 
Happy Bermuda Day to Bermuda! And Godspeed and 

good health to all those who will be running in the race 
next week. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Weeks. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, I do, Mr. Speak-
er. It is Ianthia Simmons-Wade. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons-Wade, you have the 
floor. 
 
REMEMBERING AND CARING FOR OUR SENIORS 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Mr. Speaker, I take 
this opportunity as well to wish a Happy Bermuda Day 
to my colleagues and to all of Bermuda. I also take 
this opportunity to shout out to my constituency—
constituency 25. 
 But I am aware, I am sure, most of us are 
aware that the majority of the people who listen to the 
House are seniors. We have more people who are 
home, but seniors tend to listen to the House and lis-
ten to the Senate. So, my message, as the Chair of 
the Ageing Well Committee, is to give some messag-
es to our seniors and just a few tips. 

I am sure all of you are aware that seniors are 
the fastest growing segment of our population. This 
year . . . well, in 2019, the senior population was ap-
proximately 18 per cent. By 2026, the senior popula-
tion is going to be 25 per cent, which means that for 
every 100 people, [25] of them will be seniors. Many 
of our seniors are living at home and what is very im-
portant is that we ensure that these seniors [may con-
tinue to] stay at home. So, the increase of the popula-
tion for our seniors is going to impact every segment 
of our community—health care, pensions, insurance, 
housing—every single segment is going to be impact-
ed. 
 So, for our seniors I am just going to give a 
few tips today. First of all, decide if you want to get the 
vaccine by checking the facts, speaking to your doc-
tor, and making a decision if you get your vaccine.  

Secondly, which I think is very important, that 
vaccine is not going to give you superpowers. So, it 
means that suddenly having the vaccine does not 
mean that you can get out and do whatever you want 
to do.  

Thirdly, it is important that as a senior you 
must realise that you are extremely vulnerable in 
terms of being affected significantly with your health in 
terms of the COVID-19, so it is very important that you 
avoid large gatherings, do not go out in crowds, and 
sort of segregate yourself.  

Also, it is important as a senior to ensure that 
you do go outside, that you exercise, that you get 
fresh air. Also, you need to, in terms of taking care of 
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yourself as a senior, it is also important that you do 
not delay getting any medical care or any emergency 
treatment. Also, if you are a senior and you are going 
out to work, it is also important that you ensure that 
you protect yourself. 

Now, one of the things that we do not like to 
think about is whether we end up getting COVID-19—
and I say this to everyone—you need to be sure that 
you are prepared in the event that you get COVID-19 
or anyone in your house gets COVID-19. So, it is im-
portant to ensure that you have everything in place to 
treat yourself, whether it is Tylenol or whatever your 
doctor recommends, that you also do that. 

One of the things that happens with many of 
our seniors is that during the quarantine they have 
been extremely isolated. So, I encourage everyone 
who is listening to check on your neighbours, to check 
on your senior family members, and stay connected 
with those individuals. And as Minister Ming had said, 
with the hurricane coming, it is also important that you 
reach out to your neighbours and your senior family 
members to ensure that they are looked after or the 
communication is there. 

And most important for our seniors, many of 
them who are out there and who are still capable, it is 
important to reach out and to help other people, 
whether it is financially, whether it is physically, or 
whether it is during a hurricane. 

So, my message to everyone today, as a child 
or even as a senior, is not to forget our seniors and 
realise they have laid the foundation for this country, 
they deserve the respect and they would deserve the 
honour as seniors.  

So, Happy Bermuda Day! And thank you very 
much. 

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Simmons-Wade. 
Does any other Member wish to make a con-

tribution at this time? 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Is that MP Campbell? 

Mr. Vance Campbell: That is correct, sir. 

The Speaker: MP Campbell, you have your 20 
minutes. 

UNITING BERMUDA—NO ONE IS SAFE UNTIL WE 
ALL ARE SAFE 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, on May 11th an 
article came out that contained a call for unity from 
two of the former Premiers of the country, Sir John 
Swan and the Honourable Alex Scott. They both were 
quoted . . . and Mr. Speaker, do I have your permis-
sion to read some brief quotes? 

The Speaker: Brief quotes, yes. 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, Sir John is quot-
ed in this article as saying, “It is time for us to find the 
collective will as a country, as a people to work to-
gether and work together in collaboration in moving 
Bermuda forward.” 

And the Honourable Alex Scott is quoted as 
saying “It is our responsibility to bring everybody to-
gether with the object of solving problems. . . . If col-
lectively we now focus on finding those solutions to 
the challenges we have today, we are not going to do 
too badly.” 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has a long history of 
coming together to overcome challenges, whether 
these challenges are internal or external. Our interna-
tional business community continues to innovate and 
evolve to meet the challenges from competitive juris-
dictions thereby Bermuda remains as a premier juris-
diction for doing business.  

Mr. Speaker, earlier today we heard the Hon-
ourable Renee Ming, Minister of National Security en-
courage us to be ready for the upcoming hurricane, 
get our supplies together, get our batteries, our flash-
lights, our medications. Again, history demonstrates 
that we readily come together when facing a hurri-
cane. We assist our neighbours. Once our prepara-
tions are finished, we assist our neighbours in their 
preparations ahead of the storm. In the aftermath, if 
there is a tree down, we ban together, Black, white, 
Portuguese, it does not make a difference, to get that 
tree out of the way. If our neighbour’s roof is off, we 
help them cover it up to protect their assets and their 
possessions. If they need food because the electricity 
is out, we help them in that area. How we can help 
seems to be fairly clear. And we just jump to it and get 
it done.  

Mr. Speaker, today, as has been the case for 
the last 15 months, Bermuda is engaged in a battle 
against the coronavirus, COVID-19. Mr. Speaker, in 
the initial stages of this fight, in true Bermuda spirit, 
we came together as a community as a whole and 
supported sheltering in place, lockdowns, wearing of 
masks, social distancing, curfews, et cetera. But, Mr. 
Speaker, as we have seen over the last several 
months, there has been opposition to some of the 
measures implemented and proposed by the Gov-
ernment, particularly around continued restrictions 
and different options for vaccinated and non-
vaccinated individuals. I have had conversations with 
many of my constituents around these topics. No 
doubt, Mr. Speaker, we have neighbours, work col-
leagues, friends and family divided by their beliefs on 
and around the vaccine. And I will declare that I am 
fully vaccinated. I did so to protect a young one at 
home. And as a country, we are blessed to have dos-
es of the vaccine in our possession. That has caused 
some disagreement.  
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Mr. Glenn Fubler, one of my constituents, re-
cently released an op-ed entitled “No one is safe until 
we are all safe.” And I want to thank him for reminding 
us that this phrase is the slogan of a six-month cam-
paign initiated by India and South Africa. And the ob-
ject of this campaign was to expedite the distribution, 
the delivery of the vaccine to the many nations that 
either do not have any of the vaccine at all or who 
have insufficient vaccine. How is this relevant to Ber-
muda, Mr. Speaker? I am not safe, Mr. Speaker, until 
you are safe. My children are not safe until I am safe. 
My neighbours’ children are not safe until their parents 
are safe, and so on. Mr. Speaker, it is also relevant to 
Bermuda in that whilst other nations have no vaccine, 
or insufficient vaccine, we have vaccine but insuffi-
cient people, insufficient individuals seeking to receive 
it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not trying to add to 
any division that may already exist, but rather, like my 
colleague, the Honourable Michael Weeks said in a 
recent op-ed, I would like to encourage us to move 
forward together. We can still be unified in the fight 
and have our differences about the vaccine. No matter 
what your decision is as it relates to the vaccine, I re-
spect your personal choice. To those who are fully 
vaccinated, please be reminded that you can still get 
the virus, although your chances are reduced. You 
can still infect others with the virus, although the 
chances of that are reduced.  

To those who are on the fence about getting 
the vaccine, if you have not already done so, consult 
your physician. If you do not have a doctor, take ad-
vantage of one of the doctors who are at the “Close to 
Home” [Mobile Vaccination Programme] locations. 
Ask them questions. To those who are never going to 
get the vaccine no matter what, please do all that you 
can to remain safe and protect your family and 
friends.  

To everyone: No matter what your status is as 
it relates to the vaccine, please, please follow the 
health care protocols so that we can open up the 
economy, that we can return to some semblance of 
normalcy. If we could identify those ahead of time, 
who would not obey the rules, left to their own devices 
to quarantine, et cetera, then I am sure we would do 
so. But we cannot.  

So as we attempt to open our economy and 
return to some semblance of normalcy, and as we will 
soon celebrate Bermuda Day and start to enjoy some 
of the activities that the warmer weather brings, or 
attempt to enjoy those activities, remember that no 
one is safe until we all are safe.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, thank you, MP Campbell. 
Sounds like, Deputy Speaker. Deputy Speak-

er, would you like to make a contribution at this time? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I— 

The Speaker: You have your 20 minutes. Go right 
ahead. 

REMEMBERING AND CARING FOR OUR SENIORS 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Speaking in terms of the remarks by Honour-
able Member Famous, Honourable Member Jamahl 
Simmons, Honourable Member Weeks, and the Hon-
ourable Member Ianthia [Simmons-] Wade, let me first 
address the remarks by Honourable Member Weeks 
concerning running in the 24th of May Marathon. Well, 
he has had his name down for the last 20 years, and 
is running next year. So I just want to warn people, 
don’t look to seeing him run next year or any years in 
the future. He will not run because he cannot run. So I 
want to put that to bed. 

Mr. Speaker, I think what I would ask every-
body to do is to be kind, to continue to be kind and 
considerate to our seniors. Our seniors have played a 
major part in where we sit, stand and live today. They 
have carried all the heavy weight in the struggle to be 
where we are today. The battle is not lost. We will 
have some in the community, some in this world that 
will want you to erase the history. But let me say, his-
tory cannot be erased. And I would implore all—all—
to read the books on our history. We have a very—I 
would not say rich history in terms of struggle. It is . . . 
it is . . . we have history that is . . . a lot of us would 
like to forget but we cannot forget. Some of the scars 
are still there.  

BERMUDA DAY 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I think it 
was the Honourable Member Michael Weeks who, I 
would say, championed the Bill to change the 24th of 
May holiday to fall in conjunction with the American 
holiday. I mean, he was right (in my opinion) because, 
Mr. Speaker, he did that so the American holiday and 
our holiday can be together. We normally benefit from 
much travel from the States during their holiday peri-
ods. And one of his main objectives was for our 
guests, our tourists, to enjoy the festivities of our Ber-
muda Days. So I would certainly support him. I sup-
ported him then. I support him now in championing 
that Bill to change the holiday to what it is now, Mr. 
Speaker.  

ST. REGIS HOTEL OPENING 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, tomorrow 
is the opening of the St. Regis Hotel. I travel that way 
practically every day. And I want to congratulate them 
on the product they have around there. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, some may want to blame Minister Hayward 
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for the number of staff that we have, in terms of work 
permits. That is something that we inherited. I know 
Minister Hayward has worked hard to try to adjust 
those numbers. But when you inherit something . . . 
you know, that is what it is in politics. You have to 
work with it. So, please, do not blame Minister Hay-
ward, do not blame this Government, this was what 
was given . . . and I am not even going to blame the 
other party. They did what they thought was neces-
sary to get this hotel to be built in Bermuda. 

Let me say that this hotel brings commerce to 
St. George’s, something that is desperately needed. 
Something that they have not had since . . . I think it 
was 1988, or 1987 that the last hotel operated there in 
St. George’s. So that is over 30 years. It is a welcome 
addition to St. George’s to have the St. Regis hotel. 
So I want to commend everybody—all the workers, 
the foreign workers and the Bermudian workers that 
worked to make that a six-star hotel. And let me say, 
we have always had six-star service. Many, many 
years ago, we had civil service in the hotel, and par-
ticularly the small properties that civil service . . . we 
had service second to none, particularly the cottage 
colonies like the Pink Beach, the Coral Beach, and 
places . . . and Cambridge Beaches, and Castle Har-
bour Hotels. We had “six-star plus” service.  

This is what St. Regis is embarking upon. This 
is what . . . Tucker’s Point is a six-star hotel. And 
Bermuda is a very expensive location, and people . . . 
we do have clientele in the market that will pay the big 
bucks for six-star properties, but you have to give 
them the service. So this is the endeavour of Tucker’s 
Point, the endeavour of St. Regis, it is the endeavour 
of the Hamilton Princess, and I think it is the endeav-
our of all of the hotels in Bermuda. It is to give that six-
star service that Bermuda is so famous for, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So, Mr. Speaker, again, I wish all the success 
to the hotel in St. George’s, the St. Regis, all the suc-
cess in their golf course and the running of their hotel 
and to the people of St. George’s, Mr. Speaker.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, with that I wish all, all in 
Bermuda, particularly our seniors—particularly our 
seniors—let’s never, ever forget them. Let’s continue 
to thank them for the position we are in today. I am 
forever eternally grateful to them and indebted to them 
because I, like others—we, I should be saying—stand 
on the shoulders of our seniors. Never, ever forget 
that, Mr. Speaker, and Bermuda.  

They are the champions. We are not the 
champions. They are the champions for us. We 
should always treasure and honour them. It is what I 
will continue to do. And I implore all my fellow Bermu-
dians to do likewise.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: All have a great holi-
day. 
 
The Speaker: Likewise. Thank you, Deputy Speaker.  
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have your 20 minutes. 
 

MAKING GOLF INCLUSIVE AND DIVERSE IN 
BERMUDA  

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I want to thank the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker for his remarks, and I will follow on from 
where he left off by giving thanks to our seniors as we 
celebrate this Bermuda Day, and recognising those 
shoulders that they stand on. 

And, yes, there is a new golf course coming to 
St. George’s. I believe I have written about the im-
portance of golf. I think sometimes it is good to take 
people down memory lane. Because in 1921, which 
was 100 years ago, a young man named Louis Rafael 
“Kid” Corbin learned to play at the St. George’s Hotel 
which was located in St. George’s for tourists and the 
garrison course long before the Mid Ocean and the 
Castle Harbour were even built. Louis Corbin left 
Bermuda in 1923, and in 1933 he was up at the Dev-
onshire golf links, and you do not hear about him, but 
he is the standard bearer for desegregation of golf in 
North America, which includes Canada and the United 
States, and in Bermuda. He is a celebrated person 
who learned how to play golf on that very restored 
course that the Bermuda Government rebuilt in 1985 
that I had the great pleasure of opening.  

And, Mr. Speaker, it would be remiss of me, 
whilst I am very . . . I grew up in the hotel industry, as 
did the immediate past speaker, and am very appre-
ciative of what the hotel industry [did] and what it will 
do for St. George’s, let me not overlook how many 
people are feeling in Bermuda. In my trade of golf 
where we had trailblazers in Bermuda in the 1930s, 
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, and even 50 years ago as 
we speak, we had people like Ralphie Fray pass away 
tragically and die and Frankie Rabain qualified for the 
British Open in 1971. And Walter King won the Ber-
muda Open in 1970 having learnt his trade. 

But, you know, my experiences in golf, Mr. 
Speaker, have been very varied and celebratory in 
some respects. But I have experienced the wrath of 
those who prefer to treat people indignantly. I have 
seen that happen more recently in 2020, which rivals 
the time when I was escorted out of Faro Airport at 
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gunpoint, Mr. Speaker, on my way to the Tours 
School to have to go back to London. I have experi-
enced showing up at the Country Club of Charleston 
in 1978 with the most celebrated amateur field gath-
ered in the United States the week before the Mas-
ters, one year after Lee Elder was the first Black to 
play out, the first Black, unbeknownst to the tourna-
ment organisers, to play in that tournament.  

I know what it feels like to be treated unfairly. I 
know what it feels like, Mr. Speaker, to represent an 
all-white university in an all-white field and come first 
in Monroe, Louisiana, and walk through there and rep-
resent us. I know what it feels like when people are 
going out of their way to treat you unfairly. I saw it 
happen in Bermuda in 2020, Mr. Speaker, and I am 
very close . . . it is wrong! 

Mr. Speaker, as we look at my profession of 
golf, I saw an ad that called for a golf expert. And then 
someone called me just today and refers to them as 
. . . it is basically a groundsman’s job. And when you 
have job categories that are out there that can be am-
biguous, Mr. Speaker, it can defeat the very purpose. 
We as politicians are getting the calls, and all of us 
are getting the calls, about people wanting to work in 
our country and it is difficult, Mr. Speaker. It is very 
difficult to navigate through, as the Deputy Speaker 
rightly pointed out, an agreement that was put in place 
long before the Progressive Labour Party was Gov-
ernment that gave the right of the current operator to 
bring in a certain number of non-Bermudians to work 
in the field. And I applaud the Minister of Immigration 
for his efforts, the Honourable Jason Hayward, to 
work through this with his expertise in that very field.  
 But my profession, my trade, is what allowed 
the White Hill boy from Troy. You know, John Lewis is 
the country boy from Troy. I am the White Hill boy that 
went to Troy. And I kind of know some things about 
how people craft things to make things suit what they 
want to do. And I am seeing some of that taking place 
in this country in these spaces and in other spaces, 
Mr. Speaker, that I am prepared now in my life to get 
more specific with because, you know, I would know 
this week on the very golf course one of my dear 
friends was singing St. George’s boys forever, and an 
hour later he was at the checkout counter of life. So I 
am not going to go down without fighting for what is 
right and pushing people to do likewise, and stand for 
likewise. 

So all is not well in Gideon, Mr. Speaker. All is 
not well in some regards as it relates to Bermudians. 
Many Bermudians are feeling very . . . life is difficult. 
and I have to let them know that we care in the Pro-
gressive Labour Party as your Government. Call us. 
We are working hard behind the scenes on your be-
half, the Cabinet Ministers and backbenchers alike, 
we are working.  

But I just got to say, Mr. Speaker, when it 
comes to your profession and when it comes to that of 
which your trade and when you see, you know, per-

sons going to celebrate things and your folk and your 
people that you represent are not in that number yet, 
somebody has got to speak up and let them know that 
all is not well . . . and all is not well with our soul in 
that regard.  

I just want to say, Mr. Speaker, as we look to 
make golf inclusive and diverse in Bermuda, as the 
United States and all places are trying to make the 
game of golf more inclusive and more diverse and 
more affordable, I just want to say that in this, the 50th 
anniversary of Port Royal Golf Course, when Walter 
King came up from Tucker’s Town to lead Port Royal, 
he did just that! And that practice made it possible for 
the Dwayne Pearmans and the Cornell Beans and 
Glen Simmons and the Darron Woods and the Kim 
Swans and the Blake Marshalls and the Rickie 
Demores, and the Hav Trotts and the Craig Chris-
tensens to come together 50 years ago! No one has 
got to come out there and write a paragraph on how to 
do it. You have got to practice it. We lived it! And we 
can do those types of things again with the will! With 
the will to do it!  

Mr. Speaker, in October of 1971 a young, very 
talented 23-year-old met his death on the road. His 
name was Wilfred “Ralph” Fray. And we will be cele-
brating him this year in his 50th anniversary. And that 
young man was an inspiration to me. I remember 
leaving Berkeley and going to his funeral up there with 
Damon and Cousin Whoopie and all that lot when he 
tragically died. We loved to idolise him. He could hit 
the ball far. He could make a lot of birdies. But he 
loved to ride his bike fast, like a lot of other young 
people, and we idolised him. And he met his death, 
and that was 50 years ago, Mr. Speaker.  

[It was] 51 years ago, on October 29th, 1970, 
when Walter Eugene King became the first Bermudian 
to become a golf professional in a management posi-
tion, I might add. You look at ads and you see that 
they will advertise golf and try to suggest that we are 
not management people. [He was in] a management 
position and made it possible for me to follow his foot-
steps. And he also sat in this very Honourable Cham-
ber in the House of Assembly in the 1976 election. So, 
yes, role models matter! And, yes, it matters to have 
people who look like you in places of position because 
young people like me look up to them and young peo-
ple today will do likewise. And if we are excluded it 
means that it is a ripple-down effect of exclusion. 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, there is never a wrong time 
to do the right thing. And there are some things that 
have been going on and aided, and that . . . that I am 
trying, Mr. Speaker, to make right. That is all I am 
prepared to say at this particular time, but you know, I 
am serving notice. Some of us are getting tired, Mr. 
Speaker. Some of us have also been out there in the 
trenches fighting for what is right. [We] have travelled 
this world all by ourselves to carry others on our backs 
as we moved up the ladder. And I will do that until the 
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day I sing St. George’s boys forever, and the Lord 
says Okay, I need your choir up in somewhere else.  

As Cocky Steede said, he was looking for-
ward to playing St. George’s golf course. He and Ap-
ples were playing golf at Port Royal and said, Well, if 
you go, we would rather go on the football field or the 
golf course. And he went on the golf course. So he will 
not get a chance to fulfil that. But I am sure at the 
Pearly Gates there will be plenty of lovely, all-inclusive 
golf holes up there that he will be able to traverse, Mr. 
Speaker. So in the memory of people like Louis 
Corbin, in the memory of people like Johnny Smith for 
St. George’s, in the memory of Bosun Swainson, and 
Herman Santucci Bascome, I just want you to know, 
Mr. Speaker, that if there is fair justice that needs to 
take place in our Island home, you can count on me to 
do my part. I know I can count on my colleagues like-
wise. But I just have a heavy heart in this regard to-
day, Mr. Speaker, and I had to say that any of you 
who are out there that have a heavy heart, who are 
not employed, who are finding it difficult, know that 
you have people out here in the legislature who repre-
sent you, notwithstanding of where you may have 
stood when you went to [vote]. You can call us and we 
will hear your cries and try our best to advance your 
cause as we are trying our best to do. 

And I just want to give a word of encourage-
ment to the Premier and his team for the work that 
they do. It is a most difficult time to be a leader in this 
country. I have been around; I ran in the election of 
1983, Mr. Speaker (that wasn’t yesterday), as a 25-
year-old. And I cannot think of any extended period of 
time, stretching 15 months that any group of leaders 
would have to traverse through such difficult periods 
without there being a war. And we were not around at 
that time when the world was at war. But the world is 
at war with a virus.  

And I just want to say, Mr. Speaker, that I am 
proud to be one of those who have erred on side of 
science and appreciate that being in leadership is not 
easy. It is not easy. And there will be detractors, but 
we are prepared to listen to all sides and represent all 
people while we provide leadership in the best interest 
led by science, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time?  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have your 20 minutes. 
 

BERMUDA’S ECONOMY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I have enjoyed listening to the 
comments in the motion to adjourn tonight. I want to 
make my comments in the general vein of the sub-
jects that have been on the table in the motion to ad-
journ.  
 First up, the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 11 talked about the economy. And I have to 
take strong difference to his view. He said . . . he tried 
to state that the economy was in good condition and 
nothing could be further from the truth. I think, in my 
view, those comments are weak and they are off-
base. The economy is in a very difficult position. And 
through my time here I will put some more meat on 
the bone to give some context, because I do not 
speak today to be critical of the Government. I speak 
today because if we are to move forward we need to 
appreciate and understand the situation we are in, if 
we are going to find some solutions to move forward. 
But our economy is certainly in a very difficult position. 
And for anyone to argue otherwise shows that they 
(1) perhaps do not have their foot on the ground to 
what is actually happening in Bermuda, and (2) they 
have very little knowledge of economics.  

Mr. Speaker, it is very clear, as I set the table 
to give an understanding of where we are, that 
COVID-19 has devastated Bermuda. There is no 
doubt about that. But it is also evident that before 
COVID-19 the economy was fairly weak. But here we 
are now in May of 2021 [and] hospitality is almost 
non-existent because of COVID-19. The taxi industry 
is on life support. Obviously with the closures we have 
had and the shelters-in-place, the taxi industry has not 
been able to be out and about, taking care of not only 
our visitors but Bermudians.  

Mr. Speaker, here we are today in May of 
2021 and many people are of work. As I mentioned 
during the Budget Debate, Mr. Speaker, I think we 
need to understand and appreciate that the largest 
employer in Bermuda is the public administration. And 
this is not in the context of being critical of the public 
administration. But when you have large employers 
like those in hospitality and those in international 
business, where previously they were number one 
and number two in the employment categories and 
they have now slipped out of that top spot, and public 
administration is there [in the top spot], it shows you 
the critical position that we are in, because jobs have 
been lost.  

Jobs have been lost in all areas, as I went 
through in the Budget Debate (and I won’t repeat my-
self), in hospitality jobs have been lost; critical jobs 
have been lost, Mr. Speaker. And so our economy is 
very weak. It was weak before COVID-19 and it is 
weaker now, and it is on life support. And to Govern-
ment’s credit, they have given a lot of support to the 
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people of Bermuda through COVID-19. But we cannot 
continue with that.  

So it is not my intent this afternoon to lam-
baste the Government any way. I have never been 
one of those types of people to practice slash-and-
burn politics. I will always be critical and critique the 
Government where it is appropriate, but I will also 
provide support and [alternate] views where it is nec-
essary. So the MP from constituency 11 should, Mr. 
Speaker, in my words, not try to put lipstick on a pig. 
The reality is that our economy is in very bad shape. 
 

COVID-19 VACCINE 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And the first step, Mr. 
Speaker, for our economy to be put back on a path to 
getting in a better position where our people are em-
ployed, is that we need to be able to open up. We 
need to rebuild. And I was very interested in, and I 
supported a lot of the comments that MP Campbell 
from constituency 9 (I believe) said about the vaccine, 
Mr. Speaker. The first step for us to get back on the 
path to recovery is for us to build up that community 
immunity. And now while I am disappointed that the 
Government has missed their target deadline of 
70 per cent by May 28th, I believe the date was, we 
are about 50 per cent right now, I urge people to get 
vaccinated.  

Vaccination is our way forward. It is the hope 
that it provides. I support the Government in this re-
gard. I would urge people to take a look at the sci-
ence, like colleagues have talked about today, and 
then make the decision for themselves. If we do not 
build up that community immunity, it will be more and 
more difficult for us to open up, and we could come to 
the point where we could fall back again, Mr. Speaker. 

If you look across the world at how COVID-19 
has ebbed and flowed in countries all over the world, 
Mr. Speaker, we have seen that some of those that 
previously were successful in what they have done to 
combat COVID-19, have had in recent days disturbing 
trends of upward numbers of COVID-19 cases, such 
as Taiwan, which was one of the countries at the 
[forefront] of it. Being a very close neighbour of China, 
they closed off their borders early and now they are 
facing a very critical period with numbers on the rise.  

Singapore is in the same position, Mr. Speak-
er. So we know that in spite of the best endeavours by 
leaders in these countries, in spite of the best en-
deavours of communities trying to work together, that 
COVID-19 can get out of that bag again pretty quickly 
and hurt communities. And we cannot afford that in 
Bermuda. And that is why the vaccine is so important, 
because it offers us a level of protection.  

Mr. Speaker, very little is possible without that 
level of protection. And very little will be possible in 
opening up our economy without that level of protec-
tion, and we are not there yet. We are close. Govern-
ment is starting to put things in place to allow us to get 

there, such as the SafeKey app. [They] are starting to 
talk about the next phase and stuff, but we need more 
people to get vaccinated, Mr. Speaker. I have been 
vaccinated, as I said. My family has been vaccinated. 
I listened to the science. I have talked to my doctors. 

And what I have done, Mr. Speaker (and I will 
talk about this for just a very brief moment because I 
do not want to give it a lot of time and a lot of credibil-
ity), . . . while I support those who are against vaccina-
tion, I respect their opinion, I listen to reasoned de-
bate. But Mr. Speaker, what I will never do is buy-in to 
some of the misleading stuff that is going out on social 
media. And one of the most recent ones is about 
magnets on people’s arms. I have never heard of 
something so absurd in my life.  

I urge Bermudians to get away from social 
media unless it is a source for good, reliable infor-
mation. These misleading posts and comments do 
nothing but set us back and make the hard reality that 
we face today last longer than it needs to last. We 
need to open up. We need to open up! We need to 
open up, Mr. Speaker, as colleagues have talked 
about for our seniors. Our seniors have been really 
struggling. It is conversation that a number of col-
leagues have had today about our seniors. And, yes, 
they have played an important role in our society and 
still play an important role. But just think, Mr. Speaker, 
about our seniors. They have been shut in for the bet-
ter part of a year because of their concern over 
COVID-19 and their critical ability to be impacted in a 
negative way if they manage to catch COVID-19, 
through no fault of their own, Mr. Speaker.  

We need to open up for our seniors because 
they have been locked up in their houses for too long, 
living a sheltered life, not being able to get out and 
about. Not being able to enjoy the golden years. Not 
being able to travel. We need to open up for our sen-
iors. And so those people who are impeding the open-
ing, need to think about it, Mr. Speaker. 

We need to open up for the hospitality indus-
try. Our community, as colleagues have talked about, 
is built on the back of our hospitality industry. Before 
we had international business, it was hospitality. In the 
1930s, 1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s it was hospitality 
that drove jobs. It drove Bermudian lives. It made 
many Bermudians successful. They worked two jobs 
through eight, nine months a year and took three, four 
months off, Mr. Speaker, and travelled the world. We 
need to open up for the hospitality industry to get 
those jobs back again, Mr. Speaker.  

People do not want to be home. It is not like in 
the States. They cannot get people to go back to work 
because they are making so much money staying 
home. Bermudians want to work. Bermudians are 
proud of who we are, proud of what we are as Bermu-
dians. They want to get back to work. We need to 
open up for the hospitality industry, for the empty ho-
tels that we have.  
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We need to open up for St. Regis, Mr. Speak-
er. And I am pleased to see the opening of St. Regis 
tomorrow—four years after the ground was broken in 
May of 2017, Mr. Speaker. And I am pleased to see 
that this Government and the previous Government 
have supported St. Regis to allow this first-class hotel 
to be able to receive their first guests tomorrow. And 
the golf course, the Five Forts golf course is going to 
open up, Mr. Speaker.  

This is exciting, not only for St. George’s to 
provide opportunity and commerce, but it is exciting 
for Bermuda because along with the first-class proper-
ties we have in the Loren and the Princess Hotel and 
others (at the risk of missing some names out, Mr. 
Speaker), it attracts people to Bermuda. We need to 
open up, Mr. Speaker, because other countries are 
opening up. Other countries are opening up and peo-
ple are travelling there. And if we have roadblocks in 
our way for visitors to come here, they will not come, 
Mr. Speaker. We need to open up. People need to 
take the vaccine.  

Mr. Speaker, we need to open up for the un-
employed. There have been many [unemployed] for 
so long, Mr. Speaker, that now people are really frus-
trated. We need to open up for retail, Mr. Speaker. 
Retail has been making it by on a thread for so long, 
Mr. Speaker, that we need to open up so that we can 
have retail vibrant again to support our economy. And 
while retail numbers over the past couple of months 
have been pushed up, to me, those are some eco-
nomic numbers that to some extent, Mr. Speaker, 
provide a false narrative.  

Why do I say that, Mr. Speaker? Because 
when you have a captive audience of Bermudians 
who are here (as some would say, stuck on the rock), 
they have to purchase everything at the local grocery 
stores. They have to buy the gas. They have to buy 
the building supplies. And so some of those areas are 
up drastically; but many of those areas, Mr. Speaker, 
are down. And there are thousands of people em-
ployed in retail. And many of those people, Mr. 
Speaker, are out of jobs or working [fewer] hours than 
they would like to work to be sustainable. So we need 
to open up. 

And I supported the Government in many 
things that they have done through COVID-19. I have 
not supported it all, Mr. Speaker. I have had some 
disagreements with them, but I support the Govern-
ment in this vaccine drive. And I urge Bermudians to 
get on with it. If you cannot trust a politician, go talk to 
your doctor. Listen to the experts, what they have 
said. One after another doctors have come out, from 
the hospital doctors to Dr. Arscott, who is an expert in 
this field [and is] talking about it, Mr. Speaker. And the 
doctors all across the Island have talked about it.  

We need to listen to the experts and get vac-
cinated because just as quickly as we have moved 
forward over the past couple of days, and it has been 
a long haul to get through this second spike that we 

have had, and the third spike, Mr. Speaker, which 
started in mid-March and has waned off now. We 
could slip again because we do not have enough pro-
tection. And the only way we are going to open up is if 
we have protection, Mr. Speaker.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, one area that I have not 
agreed with Government is this quarantine issue. And 
I fully appreciate the need to quarantine people for 
various reasons, Mr. Speaker. But in light of the fact 
that we live in a very small remote Island and Bermu-
dians have to travel, whether it be for education, 
whether it be for their job (there are many reasons), 
whether it be for health care, Mr. Speaker, when Ber-
mudians come back, it is an onerous expense for 
many Bermudians to have to quarantine at their own 
expense.  

And while I fully understand and appreciate 
the Government’s reasons why they have done this, 
because there have been those amongst us who have 
not followed the proper restrictions and regulations 
and caused a serious problem, there has to be a way, 
Mr. Speaker, in the world that we live in, in 2021, 
where we can track people at all times. And we know 
this Government, and certainly the Premier is very 
keen on technology. There has to be a way that we 
can allow people to quarantine at home and be sub-
ject to the letter of the law, Mr. Speaker, because 
some people will not be able to pay that expense. And 
they will have to travel, whether it is for educational 
purposes or whether it is for medical purposes. 

So, while I fully support the need to quaran-
tine, it is something we have to do to protect our-
selves, people need to be responsible. And those 
amongst us who are not responsible should face the 
full impact of the regulations and the laws that we 
have put in place.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, one of the real concerns 
that people have had through COVID-19 is that 
through all these restrictions and regulations, that 
small majority of people . . . small minority of people 
(sorry, Mr. Speaker) amongst us who have not fol-
lowed the restrictions or regulations have not been 
dealt with. And it is not good enough to blame the po-
lice or to blame Government House.  

I know accountability is tough in a small com-
munity because it could be your family, it could be 
your friend, it could be your next-door neighbour. But 
we are still in the throes of COVID-19 because too 
many of us have not held other people accountable 
when we have known that they have violated the 
proper protocols. We need to do better than that or 
else we will continue to slip back and we will continue 
to have the challenges that we have. We need to 
open up, Mr. Speaker, and we are going to do it 
through the vaccine. And so I urge everyone to get on 
board, listen to the science, and then make their ap-
propriate decision.  
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BERMUDA DAY 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, in the 
couple of minutes that I have left (because I see you 
looking at your clock), I too want to wish everybody a 
happy Bermuda Day. I was one of those who did not 
support the change of date, but that debate is done, 
Mr. Speaker. And I am pleased that the traditional, 
May 24th race (and I still call it that) is going to run 
through the great constituency of Smith’s North num-
ber 10. And I think, perhaps, the most telling part of 
the race will be Flatts Hill, as we have heard some of 
the great runners who have talked about the race this 
year talk about the key parts of the race being Flatts 
Hill.  

So I look forward for that day to enjoy the 
race, to watch the competition, and to be out and 
about a bit. It will be strange, Mr. Speaker. It will cer-
tainly be strange to be out and about a bit, but to be 
out and about being safe, following proper protocols, 
Mr. Speaker. And I want to wish all Bermudians a very 
happy holiday. I will still call it May 24th.  

Remember, let’s not get carried away. Let’s 
not get carried away in too much of a good time and 
let our guard down because as the former Premier 
Craig Cannonier said once in a debate a couple of 
months ago, COVID-19 does not discriminate. But 
Bermudians, enjoy the holiday. Stay safe. Stay 
healthy and look out for your brothers and sisters.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Have a pleasant 
weekend. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, if no one else is 
ready to speak I will close. But I will defer— 
 
The Speaker: Premier, I won’t stop you. Go right 
ahead. You have your 20 minutes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Can you see me, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, I do. 
 

COVID-19 VACCINE 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I just want to make sure. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to thank honourable 
colleagues for contributing to the motion to adjourn. I 
recognise the last Member who spoke, and I appreci-
ate his words of support for the Government in regard 
to vaccination. And I would hope that he also chan-
nels that internally amongst his own members of the 
party of which he belongs to, especially one of the 
members who he elevated to the Senate, another 
place, a little while ago, who has given the exact op-

posite line in the public sphere, from what he has giv-
en.  

I say this, Mr. Speaker, because we all know 
that there are various disagreements that we all have. 
Some of us support, others do not. But I think what is 
important is from a perspective of Government and 
Opposition, if we are going to be united in this, then 
we should make sure that we hold all of our members 
to account across the board. And I know that in our 
party we have made sure that we have taken account 
of the opinions of all of our members in the construc-
tion of our policy. So I would urge the Honourable 
Member who just spoke and also the Honourable Op-
position Leader, of whom I spoke to myself on this 
very issue, that it is merely hollow in my view to say 
that you support. I think that you should be very force-
ful especially [in regard to] those persons who purport 
to represent your party that they are also on board in 
not trying to be purposely divisive for the purpose of 
politics, because you cannot speak with a forked 
tongue, Mr. Speaker.  
 And so on the issue of where we stand, we 
continue to make excellent progress, Mr. Speaker. 
More than 50 per cent of the population of Bermuda 
have received two doses of the vaccine. This now 
puts us in a very rare space inside of the world. And 
we are the 7th most vaccinated country on the planet. 
And that is something that we can be proud of. Mr. 
Speaker, 68 per cent of the eligible population in this 
country have at least had their first dose of the vac-
cine. We are seeing that people are going door-to-
door around the country making sure.  

What is important to note, Mr. Speaker, is that 
in Bermuda we are fortunate. We are fortunate that 
we have enough vaccines inside of this country to 
vaccinate all of the persons who want a vaccination. 
This cannot be said for many other countries, Mr. 
Speaker. And it is important to recognise that time, 
yes, is running out. The Minister of Health has been 
very clear. After June 8th we are going to have to limit 
first doses. So it is a rush for us against the clock.  

So I am appreciative of the support of Hon-
ourable Members, but I also want the people of this 
country who are listening to know that we are in a 
unique circumstance. There are many people who do 
not have what it is that we have. There are many peo-
ple who wish they could have the choice that we have 
in this country. So I urge persons who may be delay-
ing—not persons who have made their minds, but 
persons who may be delaying—to recognise that the 
delay can only go on for two and a half weeks. At that 
point in time we will exhaust our supply and we will be 
in the space where other countries are—waiting 
sometimes months waiting for their next supply.  

In Bermuda we took out an insurance policy. 
So, we were made aware that we were getting sup-
plies from United Kingdom, but we want to make sure 
that we took out an insurance policy, so we also got 
supplies from the COVAX Facility [COVID-19 Vaccine 
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Global Access Facility]. The COVAX Facility certainly 
did deliver their initial set of vaccines to Bermuda. And 
because we have an overabundance of those vac-
cines, we are going to be donating our excess vaccine 
that we have to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 
And I received the call from the Prime Minister of Trin-
idad and Tobago who thanked us for our generous 
donation.  

But I think what is important, Mr. Speaker, is 
to recognise why they need these donations. Because 
they are a country that has been ravaged, just like we 
have seen in our recent history, by the importation of 
a new variant, in their case the Brazilian P.1 variant, 
which has caused their health care system to be near 
capacity, which has caused countless deaths, and 
which has caused their economy to have to shut 
down. We know what that feels like and we do not 
want to go back there again. 

So I say this before I move on to happier parts 
of my motion to adjourn. There is one place where the 
Government is singularly committed. And there is one 
place where this governing party is singularly commit-
ted, and that is that we know that persons who voted 
for us in October want us to execute on the agenda 
that we laid out in front of the people. And the realities 
are, Mr. Speaker, that it is impossible for a govern-
ment to execute an agenda if all of our time is spent 
battling a once-in-a-century pandemic.  

Those are the facts. So if we want to move 
on, if we want to deal with the matters that are im-
portant to the everyday citizens, if we want to deal 
with the matters of enfranchising Bermuda, if we want 
to deal with the matters of addressing social equity, if 
we want to deal with the matters of increasing access 
to capital, if we want to deal with the matters of educa-
tional reform, dealing with the cost of living, dealing 
with the health care reform, those things cannot be 
done at pace if we are occupying our time in battling a 
pandemic.  

We have seen the danger with the introduc-
tion of a new variant into our country. And I think that 
whatever side of the debate you are on, whether you 
are pro vaccine, antivaccine, whether you believe that 
this is really a pandemic or as some people call it, a 
plandemic, what we all know is that people are dying, 
health care systems are being overrun and none of us 
wants to find ourselves at the end of this year or next 
year doing this all over again. We are committed to 
moving beyond the pandemic. 

And as a country we have to look at our-
selves, look at the lessons we have seen of what oth-
er countries have done, how they have been success-
ful, and apply those here. As an island we have a 
unique ability to protect our borders and make sure 
that we remain insulated. And we can do it in a fash-
ion using technology and using the resources that we 
have to be a success.  

So as we move forward, Mr. Speaker, I think 
that it is critically important for all persons to recognise 

and understand that the decisions that this Govern-
ment has made and has to make are difficult, but we 
are not making these decisions because we want to 
penalise, because we want to punish, because we 
want to disenfranchise anyone. We are making these 
decisions because we know that this country requires 
transformation. And we cannot transform this country 
if all of our energies are spent battling a pandemic 
which requires economic challenges in order to make 
sure that we preserve life. 

In this latest outbreak, Mr. Speaker, we have 
lost 20 of our fellow Bermudians. Twenty, Mr. Speak-
er! Almost double the amount that we lost in the en-
tirety of the pandemic beforehand, Mr. Speaker. We 
do not want to have to go through that again. And that 
is the reason why we have taken the steps which are 
necessary. But when we look at that, Mr. Speaker, we 
look at What does life look like when a country is suc-
cessful in moving beyond the pandemic? 

BERMUDA DAY 

Hon. E. David Burt: And lots of Members have 
spoken about Bermuda Day. Next week, Friday, a 
large group exemption has been issued and [print-
ed] in the official Gazette which will show a glimpse of 
the future, where persons will be gathered inside of a 
stadium—the largest gathering of people since the 
pandemic began in Bermuda (save and except from 
the Black Lives Matter marches), Mr. Speaker. And 
we will be there to celebrate Bermuda Day. It is a 
glimpse of the future and what is necessary and re-
quired to move beyond the pandemic, Mr. Speaker. 
And so as we look toward having our traditions return 
this year, whether it is the Bermuda Day Half Mara-
thon Derby, the bicycle race, or the Bermuda Day Pa-
rade, which will be different, but we will still have an 
event this year, it is important to recognise, Mr. 
Speaker, that through our collective work, due to the 
fact that our citizens have stepped up to the plate to 
make us 7th in the world, due to the fact that our infec-
tions are falling and dropping and have continued to 
fall and our active cases are now below 100 (I think 86 
at last count), and hopefully continue to drop more 
today and over the weekend, we have turned the cor-
ner.  

We cannot forget that we can regress very 
quickly. But what we also have to remember is that we 
can move forward with confidence. Bermuda Day is 
just the start. I am committed to working with the 
cricket clubs of this country. And the Minister of Youth, 
Culture and Sport has confirmed that cricket will re-
start. Cricket restart is a prerequisite to having our 
annual Cup Match Classic, celebration of Emancipa-
tion Day, and celebration of Mary Prince Day, Mr. 
Speaker. We are confident that we will be able to do 
that. 

We are confident that we will be able to restart 
our tourism season and we are confident, although 
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there was a minor setback with Royal Caribbean, and 
the headlines say that homeporting is done, that is not 
true because the Viking ship will arrive. And they will 
still be homeporting from here. We are making ad-
vances and we are doing what is necessary to show 
this country that we can be innovative and survive 
beyond the pandemic, Mr. Speaker. 

And so Honourable Members, the next time 
we will see each other will be on June 4th. Hopefully, 
we might be able to use technology to meet all in per-
son, again, and move past virtual gatherings. But if we 
are not, Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that Honourable 
Members in between that time will enjoy this Bermuda 
Day, will ensure that they take in the sights and the 
sounds, and continue to remind their constituents that 
we are not beyond this pandemic yet.  

There is work to do. But it is a demonstration 
that if we all unite and do what is necessary, Bermuda 
can still be a shining example on how you face down 
variants, on how you act collectively and decisively in 
order to defeat those variants, and how you make 
sure you change your behaviour following to make 
sure that you do not repeat the same mistake again, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I wish all Members a happy Bermuda Day. I 
wish all the participants of the Bermuda Day festivities 
the best. I thank them for stepping forward. I thank the 
organisers for working with the Government to make 
sure that we can make these events safe and to re-
duce the risk. I thank all the people who work behind 
the scenes to get the technology ready so that we can 
do these events and have hope for the future. This 
Government wants to move beyond the pandemic so 
that we can do what is necessary to deliver on what 
the voters sent us to do on October 1st.  

I look forward to our next debate where we 
can talk about our economic recovery plan and share 
with this country what we are going to do to ensure 
that this economy is rebuilt with Bermudians at heart 
and we take advantage of this unique opportunity to 
redress significant historical challenges of which we 
had. That is what we were elected to do, Mr. Speaker, 
and that is what this Government will deliver on. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I wish everyone a very hap-
py Bermuda Day and have a wonderful, wonderful 
weekend. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  
 Thank you, Members, for your contributions 
today, and thank you for allowing us to bring this de-
bate to a conclusion today at a very reasonable hour.  

I trust that you all will have a very safe week-
end and a safe holiday next week. Best wishes to you 
and your family during that holiday period.  
 With that, the House now stands adjourned. 
 
[At 5:01 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 4 June 2021.] 
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
VIRTUAL SITTING 

4 JUNE 2021 
10:00 AM 

Sitting Number 19 of the 2020/2021 Session 
 
 
 
The Speaker: Members, we are now about to start 
the House. 
 Ms. Beale, would you like to lead us in pray-
er? 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 
 
The Speaker: Members, we are now in session for 
this sitting. Thank you for the prayers, Ms. Beale. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 21 May 2021] 

 
The Speaker: The Minutes from the 21st of May have 
been circulated. Are there any amendments to be 
made? 
 There are none. 
 The Minutes will be reported as printed. 
 
[Minutes of 21 May 2021 confirmed.] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: Members, we have some 11 papers or 
communications to be done at this point. The first is in 
the name of the Deputy Premier. 
 Deputy Premier, would you like to present 
your communication at this time? 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning to Members and the listening pub-
lic. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

ELECTRICITY (LICENCE THRESHOLD) 
TEMPORARY AMENDMENT 

REGULATIONS 2021 
 

FISHERIES (FISH POTS) AMENDMENT 
REGULATIONS 2021 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the information of the 
Honourable House of Assembly the Electricity (Li-
cence Threshold) Temporary Amendment Regulations 
2021 and the Fisheries (Fish Pots) Amendment Regu-
lations 2021. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 The next is in the name of the . . . I believe 
there are a few of them here, all in the name of the 
Minister of Finance. 
 Minister of Finance, would you like to present 
your matters at this time? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Yes, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (REFUND) 
(TEMPORARY) REGULATIONS 2021 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the National Pen-
sion Scheme (Refund) (Temporary) Regulations 2021, 
proposed to be made by the Minister of Finance in 
exercise of the power conferred by sections 24(9)(b) 
and 69(2) of the National Pension Schemes (Occupa-
tional Pensions) Act 1968. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Do the next ones. 
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BERMUDA MONETARY AUTHORITY 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 
BERMUDA PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD 

ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 

BERMUDA PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ENDING 

MARCH 31, 2020 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the information of the 
Honourable House of Assembly the following: 

• Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual Report 
2020; 

• Bermuda Public Accountability Board Annual 
Report 2020; and 

• Bermuda Public Accountability Board Finan-
cial Statements Ending March 31, 2020. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Continue with your next. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: That is it, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Ah! Okay. Thank you. [You] got ahead 
of me that time. No problem. 
 The next will be in the name of the Minister of 
Works. 
 Minister of Works, I believe you have two as 
well. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

EXCHANGE OF LAND AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
CORPORATION OF HAMILTON AND HAMILTON 

WAREHOUSE COMPANY LIMITED 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes, I do.  

The first one is, I have the honour to attach 
and submit for the consideration of the Honourable 
House of Assembly the Exchange of Land Agreement 
between the Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton 
Warehouse Company Limited, reference areas the 
land situated in the City of Hamilton in the Islands of 
Bermuda as described in the First Schedule hereto 
comprising 23.6 square feet and 107.4 square feet, 
respectively, hatched in yellow on the plan annexed 
hereto and marked Plan B that the applicants will 
swear to, if any, and subject to the matters described 
therein and in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 20(1B) of the Municipalities Act 1923. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

SALE AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
CORPORATION OF HAMILTON AND ARNOLD’S 

DISCOUNT LIMITED 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: And the second one is, 
I have the honour to attach and submit for the consid-
eration of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
Sale and Purchase Agreement between the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton and Arnold’s Discount Limited, refer-
ence areas of all of that triangular parcel of land 
measuring 358 square feet situated in the Islands of 
Bermuda, together with the appurtenances thereto 
and the dwellings directed thereon or on part thereof 
and known as land adjacent to 20 North Street, City of 
Hamilton, HM 12, and as described in the Schedule 
annexed and hatched in red on the plan, also an-
nexed hereto, and in accordance with the provisions 
of section 20(1B) of the Municipalities Act 1923. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The next item is in the name of the Minister of 
Health,  Minister Wilson. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021 

 
Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to 
attach and submit for the consideration of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the Public Health 
(COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 
2021, proposed to be made by the Minister of Health 
in exercise of the power conferred by section 107A of 
the Public Health Act 1949. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The next two items are in the name of the 
Minister of National Security. 
 You can present your items. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

PAROLE BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 

TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS BOARD 
(TOOB) REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Renee Ming: I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Parole Board Report 2020 and the 
Treatment of Offenders Board (TOOB) Report for 
2020. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Ministers, for tabling those 
reports this morning. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: Members, we have listed six State-
ments; however, four or five are going to be given this 
morning. The Minister of Labour has withdrawn his 
Statement at this time. 
 So the first Statement this morning is from the 
Minister of Education. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. If it pleases 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 

TEACHER CERTIFICATION BONDED LOAN 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, this morning I 
rise before you and my honourable colleagues to 
share a new initiative that the Ministry is putting in 
place to support Bermudians pursuing a career in the 
teaching profession to become a qualified educator. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is no more noble profes-
sion than that of a teacher. Teaching is the only pro-
fession that teaches all other professions. As we con-
tinue on our path to reform education, reform must 
involve everything from the upgrade of facilities, provi-
sion for professional development for our educators 
and a revised system of governance. This Govern-
ment has committed to providing our children with a 
system that will allow them to realise their true poten-
tial. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government has always 
stated that financial means should not be a barrier to 
achieving one’s educational goals. Since 2017, we 
have committed to ensuring that as much funding as 
possible has been provided for students pursuing 
higher education. From the $300,000 annual grant to 
the Bermuda College that has helped almost 1,000 
students to date to how we have managed to maintain 
the 2021 scholarships and awards budget at the same 
2020 level—even in this COVID-19 era of forced aus-
terity, we have made funding for Bermudians who 
seek to better themselves a priority. 
 Mr. Speaker, today I am pleased to inform my 
honourable colleagues of yet another programme de-
signed to help Bermudians realise their educational 
dreams. In September 2021, the Ministry of Education 
will offer for the first time a Teacher Certification 

Bonded Loan. The purpose of this loan is to provide 
financial support to Bermudian residents who are en-
rolled in an approved and accredited distance-learning 
teacher certification programme. Another one of the 
many steps in the right direction is to ensure that op-
portunities exist for Bermudians to follow their dreams 
of becoming qualified teachers. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me first share that, as per the 
Bermuda Educators Council Act 2002, a person is a 
qualified educator if they hold a university degree or 
an equivalent qualification granted by an institution 
recognised by the Bermuda Educators Council [BEC 
or the Council] and they have successfully completed 
a course of initial training for teachers in schools at an 
institution recognised by the Council. In support of 
ensuring the public school system has qualified edu-
cators, a key outcome in Plan 2022 Priority 3, En-
hancing the Quality of Teaching Practice, is that 
90 per cent of teachers are certified in their assigned 
field. We are diligently working towards achieving that 
outcome. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a backdrop, every year the 
public school system experiences shortages, for vari-
ous reasons, of qualified teachers for specific subject 
areas. Some of the perennially difficult-to-fill teaching 
positions are in the subject areas of music, drama, 
physical education, mathematics, English and foreign 
languages. To help fill these teaching positions, a 
BEC Exemption Committee legislated under the Ber-
muda Educators Council Act provides recommenda-
tions to the Minister of Education for persons to be 
exempted from teaching these subjects at schools. 
However, they do not hold the prerequisite teaching 
qualifications as stipulated by the Bermuda Educators 
Council Act. 
 Mr. Speaker, while exemptions are provided 
to persons to teach in the education system, we must 
have genuinely qualified educators. Therefore, per-
sons who receive an exemption to teach in our 
schools must commit to pursuing a teaching certifica-
tion within a specified time for the exemption status to 
continue. As a result, we have persons who have 
been granted exemptions to teach in the system and 
who are simultaneously pursuing their teaching certifi-
cation. 
 Mr. Speaker, currently there are two university 
teaching certification programmes that persons who 
live on Island commonly enrol in to undertake their 
teaching certification through distance learning. The 
Bermuda College, in agreement with the University of 
the West Indies [UWI], provides a Teaching Certifica-
tion Programme [TCP] in Mathematics, English Lan-
guage, Information Technology, Science, Modern 
Languages, History and Social Studies/Geography 
Education. The UK Sunderland University also offers 
a teaching certification distance-learning programme 
in various subject specialisations, where persons ap-
ply directly to the university for enrolment. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/237d12546dbc8b5cda93718b7471ecbe.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/237d12546dbc8b5cda93718b7471ecbe.pdf
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The Teacher Certification Programme broadly 
comprises undertaking subject-focused coursework 
leading towards a degree specialisation, and partici-
pating in a 12-week teaching practicum assessed for 
successful passing. The teaching practicum, as I un-
derstand, refers to persons teaching children subject 
matter content in the classroom and demonstrating 
classroom leadership and management. This results 
in persons achieving a teaching certification and being 
recognised as a qualified educator. 

Mr. Speaker, the 12-week teaching practicum 
is considered a period of study, not employment, that 
parallels that of an overseas student who undertakes 
a teaching practicum programme. Therefore, during 
this period exempted-status persons are not remuner-
ated. This has become financially challenging for per-
sons enrolled in the teaching certification programme 
who also have to uphold their household fiscal re-
sponsibilities while adhering to the Teaching Certifica-
tion Programme’s deadline. Consequently, we have 
seen promising potential teachers opt to pursue em-
ployment elsewhere rather than finish their teaching 
certification. This year alone has seen four students, 
three of whom are male, in the UWI programme post-
pone their pursuit of a teaching certification due to this 
financial barrier. 

Mr. Speaker, since becoming the Minister of 
Education I have personally seen promising teachers 
opt to postpone or give up on pursuing their qualifica-
tion due to the inability to navigate the 12-week practi-
cum with no income. To address this issue, last sum-
mer I tasked the Board of Education to create a new 
pathway to help enhance the recruitment and devel-
opment of new teachers. In response, they developed 
a Teacher Certification Bonded Loan career develop-
ment policy that supports the Bermudianisation of 
teachers in the education system by providing limited 
financial assistance for career-transferring profession-
als to become certified teachers. While this policy was 
initially developed to assist persons with exempted 
teaching status, let me be clear that this policy also 
covers anyone currently in the public school system 
interested in pursuing a teacher’s certification. 

Mr. Speaker, the loss of a salary while com-
pleting a 12-week teaching practicum has become a 
roadblock for persons who have decided to change 
professions and pursue a career in teaching. By af-
fording a bonded loan to cover living expenses during 
these 12 weeks, persons will be able to focus on their 
teaching practicum experience and complete their 
teaching certification without significant financial im-
pediment. 

Mr. Speaker, the Teacher Certification Bond-
ed Loan is valued at up to $4,800 per month for three 
months. The applicant will be required to work for the 
Bermuda Public School System [BPSS] for a mini-
mum of three years during which the loan will be paid 
back through regular deductions from their salary. Ap-
plicants will be provided upfront with the various op-

tions available for borrowing and repaying the loan to 
make an informed decision of how much they can 
reasonably afford to borrow. 

Mr. Speaker, the bonded loan application pro-
cess requires the applicant to 

• be a Bermudian;
• reside locally;
• be 25 years of age or older;
• already be enrolled in an approved and ac-

credited long-distance teaching certification
programme;

• be pursuing an area of study needed in the
public school system;

• agree to work in the public school system for
a minimum of three years upon receiving their
certification; and

• be able to effect a bond signed by two sure-
ties.
The Teacher's Certification Bonded Loan of-

fering will come into effect in September 2021, and 
the guidelines for applying for the bonded loan and 
the application form will be accessed on the govern-
ment's https://forms.gov.bm website. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing let me emphasise that 
this initiative is to support our Bermudians who are 
committed to the education of our children and are 
pursuing a career in the teaching profession. There-
fore, we encourage those currently exempted to teach 
in the public school system and anyone else in the 
BPSS seeking a teacher’s certification who may need 
financial support during their 12-week practicum to 
take advantage of this initiative. We look forward to 
continuing efforts to support the Bermudianisation of 
teachers in the education system and ensuring all 
teachers are qualified educators. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
The next Statement this morning on the Order 

Paper is in the name of the Minister of Transport. 
Minister. 

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

SATA AZORES AIRLINES 

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to inform this Honourable House that on the 13th of 
June 2021 Bermuda will welcome Azores Airlines 
[previously known as SATA Internacional] for their 
inaugural flight from the Azores. This flight will be the 
first in a series of Azores Airlines charter flights until 
September 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, Portuguese nationals have been 
on our shores for over 170 years, with most of the ini-
tial persons coming from the Azores. As such, Ber-

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/60d7cdf75d74c95387810171ed53efd9.pdf
https://forms.gov.bm/
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muda has long-standing ties with Portugal, and today 
Bermudians of Portuguese heritage contribute to eve-
ry aspect of life in Bermuda and form part of the Is-
land’s cultural fabric. This nonstop route will increase 
opportunities for inbound tourism and for Bermuda 
residents to travel to the Azores and connect to eight 
other islands, Europe and beyond, and reunite with 
family and friends. The success of this summer’s non-
stop air route between Bermuda and Azores could 
lead to a regularly scheduled flight between our two 
countries. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Transport has 
embarked on a campaign to serve the underserved 
traveller within our community, using the various de-
mographics that make up the tapestry of Bermudian 
culture to determine which new routes and destina-
tions to explore next. In addition to the Azores, the 
Ministry is exploring air service development opportu-
nities between Bermuda and the Caribbean, and also 
Bermuda and the Far East.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Works. 
 Minister. 
 

RESCINDING OF THE APPROVAL FOR 
THE PURCHASE OF SANDYS 360 

 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wish to advise the House of the 
rescinding of the approval granted to the Government 
of Bermuda to purchase from the Trustees of the 
Sandys Secondary School for a purchase price of 
BD$1 million for the unencumbered freehold interest 
of the 2.5 acres, namely, lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 situated at 
the site of Sandys Secondary Middle School. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me first declare my double 
interest: (1) I am an alumni of Sandys Secondary 
School; and (2) as you will know, Mr. Speaker, my 
great aunt, Nurse Alice Scott, was one of the founders 
of Sandys Secondary School. 
 Mr. Speaker, the House will recall that a draft 
purchase and sale agreement was tabled on the 23rd 
of February 2018 and was debated and approved on 
March 5, 2018. The approval included the purchase of 
the Sandys 360 Sports and Aquatic Centre at 21 
Broome Street, Sandys. 
 Mr. Speaker, by way of background, the 
House will recall that the trustees owed some $9.24 
million to HSBC Bank of Bermuda Limited for the con-
struction of the centre and were unable to repay the 
debt. HSBC had initially offered the debt to govern-
ment, which was ultimately declined. Mr. Speaker, at 
one point a Cabinet sub-committee was formed to 
include the Attorney General; and Ministers of Public 
Works, Community, Culture and Sports, Education, 

and Economic Development to look at options. This 
Cabinet subcommittee met and considered options, 
and in the end were of the view that the property is of 
such operational significance to the school and the 
Sandys community that government should consider 
purchasing it from the trustees. 
 Mr. Speaker, the centre comprised a 25-meter 
indoor pool, basketball court/hall, gymnasium and 
gym classrooms. The mission of the centre was to 
strive to create healthy and positive young people, 
adults, seniors and families through the community by 
providing a gathering place and a full range of pro-
grammes in education, sport, aquatic, health and rec-
reation via a campus-based community centre. The 
facility also focuses on community development, serv-
ing as a hub for the community. 
 Mr. Speaker, since March 2018 the Govern-
ment has worked tirelessly to advance the sale, but 
the trustees’ lawyers and HSBC have not been able to 
agree on the final dollar amount since there was an 
outstanding debt with a contractor (BCM McAlpine 
Ltd.) that had not been satisfied. Mr. Speaker, this 
outstanding matter continuously delayed the ad-
vancement of the sale, and given the current econom-
ic climate it has been determined that it is in the best 
interests of the government to rescind the purchase 
approval. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also would like to acknowledge 
the long and proud history of the school, which was 
founded in 1927 by community members as the first 
secondary school open to Black students living in the 
West End. The property was donated by generous 
community-minded individuals who wished to ensure 
equal access to secondary education to Black stu-
dents. 
 While we do not take this decision lightly—
after three years of trying—the economic climate is a 
lot different than three years ago. And so the Gov-
ernment makes this decision with regret, but in the 
belief that it is the right thing to do.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next two Statements this morning are in 
the name of the Minister of National Security. 
 Minister would you like to do your first State-
ment? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

THE PAROLE BOARD REPORT 2020 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to in-
troduce to the Legislature the Parole Board Annual 
Report 2020, as prescribed by section 8 of the Parole 
Board Act 2001. The annual report provides an over-
view of the decisions of the board for the year and 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/023381aa6827b5a63f8d335274cfae6f.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/49945eb6e228ef2176517c7cf882f576.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/49945eb6e228ef2176517c7cf882f576.pdf
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offers suggestions and observations for the continued 
efficient delivery of Bermuda’s parole regime. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware that the Parole Board is an independent body 
appointed by the Minister of National Security, em-
powered to make decisions governing the time and 
conditions of release of inmates from Bermuda’s cor-
rectional facilities. In making its decisions, the board 
must assess the risk offenders pose to the community 
and to themselves. Additionally, the Board evaluates 
the likelihood that a period of supervision upon re-
lease will contribute to the successful reintegration of 
the offender into the community. 
 Mr. Speaker, the board is mandated to meet 
with all inmates who are eligible for parole three 
months prior to their parole eligibility date. During 
2020 the board conducted 123 parole reviews and 
released 15 persons for parole during the period, 4 of 
whom were fitted with an electronic monitoring device 
as part of their special condition. There were no deni-
als of parole; however, one individual was recalled. 
And 84 individuals had their parole decision deferred. 
 Mr. Speaker, 43 inmates chose to decline pa-
role. While some of these individuals expressed a de-
sire to complete prison rehabilitation programmes, 
more often parole was declined due to an approach-
ing earliest release date. Honourable Members will 
recall that inmates are traditionally eligible for release 
following completion of one-third of their court-ordered 
custodial period, barring no other court stipulations 
are awarded and no infractions against prison rules 
are documented. 
 Mr. Speaker, parole provides inmates with an 
opportunity for a supported re-entry into society. With 
tools to assist in transition back into the community, 
former inmates are less likely to reoffend. The stipula-
tions of a formal parole order and the guidance of a 
parole officer assist former inmates with maintaining 
suitable housing and employment. Additionally, com-
munity-based treatment, fiscal planning, and family 
reunification provide increased levels of support for 
the parolees when compared to those released with 
no supervision order. 
 Mr. Speaker, suitable housing and appropriate 
employment or education pursuits are the two ele-
mentary requirements for parole. Despite the COVID-
19 pandemic, all parolees released during 2020 were 
able to obtain suitable employment. During 2020 there 
were seven foreign nationals incarcerated. Although 
foreign nationals are given the same consideration as 
locals in parole decisions, it is more difficult for foreign 
nationals to meet employment and housing criteria 
due to work permit requirements. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to report that the 
work of the board was only minimally impacted by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Site visits to the correc-
tional facility were suspended; however, the Board 
conducted 36 meetings at the Westgate Corrections 
Facility, Farm Facility and the Co-Ed Facility on the 

scheduled meeting dates. The board has utilised the 
government’s Webex platform to meet virtually with 
potential parolees. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am thankful to the board for 
bringing to my attention their thoughts and observa-
tions on issues that could affect Bermuda’s parole 
regime going forward. The board notes that there may 
be some difficulties with eligible inmates securing em-
ployment during the post COVID-19 economic recov-
ery. There are many employers who consistently take 
a chance and employ these individuals, giving them a 
fair chance at a successful re-entry. I would encour-
age all employers to consider assisting with the rein-
tegration of parolees by hiring them as they are able. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the board, 
led by Chairperson, the Honourable Derrick V. Bur-
gess, JP, MP, for their diligent service. Parole is an 
important part of the Corrections Department’s pro-
gramme. When released, parolees become our 
neighbours, our colleagues, our friends. The work of 
the board ensures that those eligible for release are 
supported through their reintegration process. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to lay the Parole 
Board 2020 Annual Report before this Honourable 
House.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Minister, would 
you like to do your second Statement? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS BOARD 
(TOOB) REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to 
introduce to the Legislature the Treatment of Offend-
ers Board Annual Report 2020, as prescribed by Sec-
tion 8 of the Treatment of Offenders Board Act and 
Rule 170 of the Prison Rules 1980. The Annual Re-
port provides an overview of the work of the Treat-
ment of Offenders Board (commonly called TOOB), 
including statistics on inmate adjudications and other 
recommendations for improvements to Bermuda’s 
correctional facilities and programmes. 
 Mr. Speaker, much of the work of the TOOB 
involves visiting the inmate population at the Westgate 
Correctional Facility, Co-Ed Correctional Facility, the 
Prison Farm Facility and the Right Living House Re-
habilitation Programme. Ordinarily, monthly rota visits 
are conducted by two or more members of the board. 
These visits allow the board to conduct site visits and 
meet with the both the inmates and the Corrections 
Department’s administration to address any issues or 
ongoing concerns regarding inmate safety and well-
being. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/57e55657158c85da5522ac8a0b2e02b4.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/57e55657158c85da5522ac8a0b2e02b4.pdf
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 Mr. Speaker, as has been a theme this year, 
these visits were halted due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The TOOB has conducted virtual interviews to 
keep abreast of the day-to-day functions of the facili-
ties from the inmates’ perspectives. The TOOB Report 
2020 highlights some of the negative effects that the 
pandemic has had on the prison population. The 
board reports that the suspension of in-person visits 
and various other activities has resulted in increased 
frustrations within the facility. The Department of Cor-
rections continues to work to mitigate increased ten-
sion within the facilities, specifically at Westgate. 
 Mr. Speaker, in 2020 there were 55 adjudica-
tions conducted at the Westgate Correctional Facility. 
There were no adjudications at either the Co-Ed or 
Farm Facilities. Approximately 40 per cent of these 
adjudications were in relation to prison rule infractions 
involving unauthorised articles—typically, mobile 
phones and related parts. This is a 5 per cent in-
crease over mobile phone-related adjudications in 
2019. The board reports that 13 per cent of adjudica-
tions involved assaults on inmates or corrections of-
ficers. The board attributes much of these offences to 
increased tensions, coupled with the added re-
strictions of COVID-19. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to turn to the board’s 
observations of the infrastructure of the facilities. The 
board notes that all of the facilities require mainte-
nance primarily due to the ageing of the buildings. The 
condition of the facilities has a direct impact on the 
attitudes of the inmate population. Budget constraints 
are an ongoing factor; however, the Department of 
Corrections administration continues to liaise with the 
Ministry of Public Works to complete upgrades and 
improvements to the facilities. Most recently, a con-
tract has been awarded for the supply of replacement 
security doors at the Westgate and Co-Ed Facilities. 
Installation work will commence once the doors have 
arrived on Island.  

Additionally, I am pleased to report that a 
second hot water heater was installed at Westgate, 
resolving the contentious issue of a lack of sufficient 
hot water for inmate use. 
 Mr. Speaker, I remain grateful for the work of 
all of the members of the Treatment of Offenders 
Board, led by Chairperson, Ms. Zayna Foggo. The 
board has managed to carry out its duties while navi-
gating COVID-19 restrictions. I am optimistic that as 
we move forward post COVID-19 the board will once 
again be able to visit our correctional facilities to 
strengthen its relationship with the inmate population 
in order to ensure the safety and well-being of those 
housed in the facilities.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, that brings us to a close of the 
Statements for today. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: As we all know, we have 60 minutes for 
the Question Period. And the time now is 10:32. And 
we are going to start this morning with the written 
questions. There are a series of written questions for 
Ministers. The first written question this morning is 
from the Opposition Leader to the Minister of Finance. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
first question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Given that the Government 
of Bermuda has a seat on the Board of Directors of 
the Bermuda Infrastructure Fund in exchange for a 
guarantee— 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, we hear you, but 
we do not see you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: How about now? 
 
The Speaker: Now we do. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. Want me to start 
again? 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. Continue. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I will start again. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND/CAPITAL RAISED 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Given that the Government 
of Bermuda has a seat on the Board of Directors of 
the Bermuda Infrastructure Fund in exchange for a 
guarantee of the minimum management fee paid to 
the fund manager, will the Honourable Minister please 
inform this Honourable House the value of the capital 
raised by the fund to date, and the names and 
amounts invested by each shareholder? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Sorry. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Are we at Parliamentary 
Questions? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Parliamentary Questions. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: The first written question from the Op-
position Leader was just read out to you, and you 
need to supply the answer for that. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: [All right]. Yes, as best as I 
can. 
 The Bermuda Infrastructure Fund commenced 
operations on the 27th of April of 2018. The fund has 
raised approximately $88 million of capital commit-
ments from limited partners, including a $3 million eq-
uity commitment from the Government of Bermuda. 
The fund has 10 limited partners including the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda, and one general partner. As per 
the limited partner agreement, we cannot disclose 
names and commitment amounts of individual limited 
partners in the fund.  

That is the response. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. I accept that. 
 Second question. 
 
The Speaker: No supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND/INVESTMENT VALUE 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House of the full 
details and the dollar value of each investment that 
the Bermuda Infrastructure Fund has made into Ber-
muda’s infrastructure projects from inception to date? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: To date the fund has in-
vested, committed to invest or targeted to invest $21.6 
million into three separate investments. The first is 
Rugged Rentals, which is a start-up miniature electric 
vehicle rental business. It is a fleet of 20 vehicles 
growing to 50 vehicles by year end. The company 
provides tourists and Bermudians alike a lower-cost, 
environmentally friendly transportation option. The 
fund has invested $866,000 of a total $1.5 million 
commitment. 

 The second is Horizon Communications, 
which is a start-up wireless Internet service provider 
offering faster and more reliable Internet to Bermuda 
at a lower cost than the incumbents. Total investment 
is expected to be approximately $11 million. To date 
the fund has loaned $1.6 million to Horizon to begin 
installing equipment and in May funded $4.9 million 
while obtaining the change-of-control approval from 
the Bermuda Regulatory Authority. The remaining will 
be funded if and when they obtain a spectrum licence. 
 The third is the Bermuda Airport Solar Project, 
which is an acquisition of a 6-megawatt solar power 
facility developed by Saturn Power on the Finger of 
the Bermuda Airport. The project has a 20-year 
agreement with BELCO to sell all of the electricity it 
generates, providing an alternative, renewable and 
lower-cost source of power to Bermuda. The fund has 
signed a letter of intent to acquire the project for $9.1 
million and is expeditiously working towards definitive 
documents and commissioning of the project. The 
deal is expected to close in June of 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Put your first supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Minister indicated that 
the fund had committed to $21.6 million. How much 
have they actually paid or actually invested at this 
point? 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I just provid-
ed the sums of the parts of that [which] answer those 
numbers in my answers previously. I mentioned the 
amounts that have been committed to and spent on 
Rugged Rentals, Horizon Communications and the 
Bermuda Airport Solar Project. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. So that must be 
$866,000 for the Rugged [Rentals], the $1.6 [million] 
for Horizon.  

And can you repeat the one for the Airport So-
lar Project, the commitment? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: It is $9.1 million. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Do you have a further supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
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The Speaker: Second supplementary. Go ahead. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Minister provide 
details on any pending applications that are up for 
review and approval? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Inasmuch as there are 
opportunities that are being considered by the fund, I 
think it would be inappropriate at this point to provide 
any names and any data on those opportunities be-
cause they have not yet reached conclusion. 
 It is appropriate at some point in time, once 
those deals are consummated (if they are) that I ad-
vise the Honourable Member should he put a question 
to me. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. So let me just ask a 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Well, no. You have had your two sup-
plementals. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: So you can move on to your third ques-
tion. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: My third question is— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I have a 
question. 
 
The Speaker: You have a supplemental on that par-
ticular question? MP Dunkley would like to put a sup-
plemental. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

To the Honourable Minister in regard to this 
question, can the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House the length of time each in-
vestment is valid for? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: In the private equity 
space, typically—and I would put the word “typically” 
in quotation marks—deals are entered into. And once 
they have been fully funded or are being executed on 
by their respective management teams, the underlying 
investors take a very opportunistic view towards har-
vesting those investments. Inasmuch as there may be 
a potential prospective buyer or an exit opportunity 
that may manifest itself in six months, in eighteen 
months, in twelve months, ten years, they will— 
 
[Inaudible interjections/Feedback] 
 

The Speaker: Opposition Leader. Opposition Leader, 
can you mute yourself while the other MP puts his 
questions? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I can. Sorry. 
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley, just finish your question. 
 
[Crosstalk/Feedback] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: —the Opposition Leader’s 
background conversation. Let me finish the answer. 
 The underlying managers will decide for 
themselves whenever it is optimal for them to liquidate 
an investment. Typically, the funds have an advertised 
life of around 10 years. But the general partner [GP] 
also built into the partnership agreement the ability to 
extend the life of the fund for one or two additional 
periods. The length of those periods depends on the 
underlying agreement struck between the GP and the 
LPs [limited partners]. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, that is it on 
this question. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to do your 
third question? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker, supplementary. MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, supplementary? MP Pearman has 
a supplementary on this second question. 
 Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Honourable Minister, the Opposition Leader 
asked you about the applications that were being 
made for monies to be released from the funds. And 
you said you could not identify the applicants or what 
they were about. 
 Are you able to tell this Honourable House 
how many applications are pending? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I believe the 
question that I answered was, Can I advise the Hon-
ourable House of those transactions that are pending 
or under consideration? I cannot. Similarly, I cannot 
talk to what is being considered by the managers. The 
Government of Bermuda is a limited partner. It is not 
the general partner and therefore is not responsible 
for the valuation and the selection of investment of 
opportunities that the GP decides to invest in, much 
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like any other limited partner. That is a matter purely 
within the remit of the general partner. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. Second supplemen-
tary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary. Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, you gave a figure. I think 
I heard you say $26 million. Forgive me if I got the 
number wrong. Is that the complete amount in the 
fund? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: I mentioned that there 
were . . . so the way these funds work is they go 
around in their fundraising activities and solicit interest 
from prospective investors to provide a commitment to 
invest in the fund. The fund then goes out and identi-
fies investment opportunities. Inasmuch as an oppor-
tunity is identified, processed and agreed by the gen-
eral partner to be an investment to move forward with, 
it then goes back to the limited partners and says, 
Your pro rata share of the capital required for this 
transaction is “X.” And so commitments get drawn 
down over the course of time as investment opportuni-
ties are identified and put up for funding. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Sorry. Honourable Minister, I do 
not think you actually answered the question I posed. 
The question is whether the $26 million figure was the 
“X” you just described—i.e., the government’s respon-
sibility—or whether it was the total amount in the fund. 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: What I mentioned is that 
there were $88 million of commitments and that $21.6 
million have been targeted to invest in three separate 
opportunities. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you very much, Honoura-
ble Minister. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, would you like to 
put your third question now? You are muted. We can-
not hear you. You have got to unmute yourself. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am unmuted. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. We can hear you now. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND/TOTAL LIABILITY 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House the total lia-
bility and the amount paid in management fees by the 

Government and the Bermuda Infrastructure Fund to 
the fund manager and its general partners from incep-
tion to date, by year? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: The total liability, Mr. 
Speaker, is $3 million, and the amount paid in man-
agement fees is $500,000 for each of the following 
years: 2017/18, 2018/19, 2019/20, 2020/21 for a total 
of $2 million to date. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. That is it, thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
MP Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to put your supplemen-
tary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, supplementary. 
 You just identified the annual payments over a 
period of the four years at $500,000 a year. Will that 
amount change in future years? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Not that I am aware of, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No further supplementaries? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No further supplementary from 
me. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 That is the close of the written questions from 
the Opposition Leader to the Minister of Finance. 
 The next written question this morning is from 
the Opposition Leader to the Premier. 
 Opposition Leader. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION/BUSINESSES 

RECEIVING GRANTS OR LOANS 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform and update this Honourable House 
on the number of businesses which have taken part in 
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receiving a loan/grant under the Bermuda Economic 
Development Corporation [BEDC] under the Business 
Continuity & Sustainability Funding Programme, and 
what is the breakdown for the total value of the loans 
and the total value of the grants provided under this 
programme from inception? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in response to the 
Opposition Leader’s question, total funding deployed 
through all various COVID-19 funding support projects 
thus far is $3,789,497.75, with 225 business applica-
tions being approved. As of May the 31st, 2021, the 
BEDC has approved 160 business applications under 
the COVID-19 Business Continuity & Sustainability 
Funding Programme combined of loans, grants, and 
loan and overdraft guarantees. A breakdown of these 
figures is as follows: 

• $3,431,149.10 in total funding has been 
deployed; 

$2,157,917.30 in loan funding; 
• $1,086,231.80 in grant funding; and 
• $197,000 in loans and overdraft guaran-

tees. 
 As of May the 31st, 2021, the BEDC has also 
approved 65 business applications under the COVID-
19 Emergency Grant Funding Programme, and 
$358,348.65 has been deployed in grant funding. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Premier provide 
details on the number of pending applications and the 
number of outstanding applications that have yet to be 
addressed? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as per Standing 
Orders, that information is not with me. So I am per-
sonally happy to provide it later. It was not a part of 
the question, so I do not have the information. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Opposition Leader, that was not originally 
what he was expecting, so he did not have that infor-

mation. The Premier has indicated he will provide it at 
a later date. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. I will accept that. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to do your second ques-
tion now? 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION/REQUIREMENTS 

FOR LOANS OR GRANTS 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House what is re-
quired to apply for the grants or loans from BEDC, 
and if this process has had an impact on the actual 
sustainability of the small and medium size business-
es applying for funding? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 In regard to the first part of the question, the 
information is in the public domain. It is there where 
anyone can see what is required by going to BEDC’s 
website. The impact of this programme on businesses 
cannot be understated, which is funding provided 
through the BEDC Business Continuity & Sustainabil-
ity Funding Programme and the Emergency Grant 
Funding Programme. Certainly without this support, 
many of the small and medium-sized businesses that 
the BEDC has supported have expressed their thanks 
for the financing and that they would not know if they 
would be able to sustain and continue if that funding 
was not available. 
 The BEDC was fully aware that the initial fi-
nancing in fiscal year 2020/21 was triage financing to 
help businesses tread water through the length of the 
impact of COVID-19 on the Island and that many 
businesses would need to reapply for additional fund-
ing support in fiscal year 2021/22 to continue to [IN-
AUDIBLE]. The BEDC is beginning to see those reap-
plications start to come through now. 
 It is important to note that, as best as is pos-
sible, the BEDC does process an application and also 
while conducting that processing conducts an analysis 
of the viability of the business to continue and advises 
that the business can pivot or provide strategies 
where it can. And so it is important to note that all of 
the requirements that are part of the application pro-
cess are to help to make sure that the loans and 
grants that are given ensure the business to be sus-
tainable.  

It is important to note that since this pro-
gramme began, the funding support as of April 2020, 
out of the 225 approvals to date, only one business 
thus far has indicated that they have closed down. 
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And they repaid their loan back to the BEDC prior to 
closing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. Question 3. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION/TOTAL AMOUNT 

BUDGETED 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House the total 
amount budgeted for the economic support from in-
ception of the programme; and is there any intention 
to increase the budgeted amount; and if so, by how 
much? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, a $12 million grant 
was provided by the Ministry of Finance in the COVID-
19 funding support across all funding projects from 
April 2020. There is no intent at this point to increase 
the budget amount. And then funding is still available 
within the grant for the 2021/22 fiscal year. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So the $12 million was 
granted. Is that the budgeted amount and granted 
amount, or is it just the budgeted amount? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I have indicated in 
my statement, and of course as also, I think, done in 
previous matters before this House, that is the grant 
amount. And that money has been granted from the 
Ministry of Finance to the Bermuda Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I think I am 
asking the question unclearly. 
 Is the granted amount the budgeted amount? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Is the granted amount the budgeted 
amount? Is that what you are asking? 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: And the Premier’s response is yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: He said yes? Okay. Thank 
you very much. That is it for me. 
 
The Speaker: No supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Members, that brings us to a close of that 
second written series of questions.  

The third written question is from MP Jackson 
to Minister Burch. However, the response was not for 
an oral response, but for a written response. And I 
believe that the Minister has supplied that written re-
sponse already to MP Jackson. 
 Am I correct, MP Jackson? 
 

QUESTION: BERMUDIANA BEACH RESORT 
CONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please provide this Honourable House a written 
list of all of the contractors engaged in Bermudiana 
Beach Resort redevelopment, renovation, furnish-
ing and maintenance of the property?  

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is cor-
rect. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. We will now move on to the 
questions from the Statements given this morning. 
And each of the Ministers has a question that has 
been indicated by Members. And we are going to start 
with the Minister of Education. 
 And Minister of Education, you have a ques-
tion from MP Jackson. 
 But I also want to make note that at just about 
eleven o’clock MP Swan will sit in from the Panel of 
Chairs to chair the session, as I have to step out from 
the Chair momentarily. So he will step in when I do 
step out. And, Members, just note that the Question 
Period will end at 11:32. 
 But, MP Jackson, you can put your question 
to the Minister of Education now. 
 
QUESTION 1: TEACHER CERTIFICATION BONDED 

LOAN 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning. And thank you, Minister of Education 
for this most generous opportunity for those who are 
studying to become certified in teaching. And I believe 
that it will be a wonderful way to help to evolve the 
profession in Bermuda. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/0cde9a1989ea31bd7057cc52810d2181.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/0cde9a1989ea31bd7057cc52810d2181.pdf
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 My question is a very simple one. But is there 
a cap on the number of the bonded loans that will be 
provided? So are we only providing it to those teach-
ers who are in the system now, who are studying? Or 
are we offering it to anybody in the system who would 
like to? Do we have a cap on the number of loans that 
we are looking to provide? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that, MP 
Jackson. It is actually a very interesting question. 
 This is a scheme being offered. As I said in 
the Statement, initially it was thought of just exempted 
teachers we were looking at because they were the 
ones who were required to have a scheme in place 
that would lead to their being certified in order to keep 
their exemption. However, this will be extended to an-
yone who is working within the system. And so, how 
this does works is, because they are doing their 12-
week practicum and we cannot pay them for that 12-
week practicum, those are funds that we would have 
already had. So as long as . . . if it is someone who is 
employed in the system, the funding is there for us to 
give this loan. 
 And so at this point there is not anything that 
has been budgeted this year for this particular scheme 
for anyone who may not be working within the system. 
But we anticipate that it is something that we will be 
funding moving forward in case persons who want to 
come into the system start doing that who are not al-
ready employed by the system.  

But at this particular juncture, it is open to an-
yone who is employed by the BPSS [Bermuda Public 
School System] at the moment who is seeking to get 
their 12-week practicum done, as I said, under the 
constraints of not being able to draw a salary during 
that time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Do you have a supplementary or another 
question? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. I just have one quick 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Minister, do you have a per-
centage or a number of teachers who fall under the 
exemption right now? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Currently I believe we have 
around 12. I have asked the Exemption Committee to 
forward me the complete list of who has been ex-
empted over the last five years so we can reach out to 
them. But I believe at the moment it is about 12 ex-
empted teachers in the system currently. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Further supplementary or new question? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: That is it. I do not have any 
further questions for the Minister. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Jackson. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, MP Jackson. 
 
The Speaker: The next question this morning is from 
MP Dunkley for the Minister of Transport. 
 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 And I am going to be departing from here 
probably during this series of questions. 
 

QUESTION 1: SATA AZORES AIRLINES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And I thank the Honourable Minister of Transport for 
his Statement on SATA Azores Airlines and their 
flights to Bermuda. I am pleased to see this come to 
reality. It was part of the visit I had in May, I believe it 
was 2016, when we first talked about direct air links. 
 So question to the Honourable Minister: The 
Minister says in the first paragraph of his Statement, 
“This flight will be the first in a series of SATA charter 
flights until September 2021.” Can the Minister please 
inform this Honourable House how many flights will 
we see in that period between June 13 and Septem-
ber 2021? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. It is a series of weekly 
charter flights. So you will see one flight every Sunday 
between [those dates]. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Supplementary question to the Honourable 
Minister: Will the flight be direct from the Azores to 
Bermuda and direct back from Bermuda to the 
Azores? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: At risk of being pedantic, it 
will be “nonstop,” not direct. So it is a nonstop flight 
between Bermuda and the Azores. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So for those who are not 
that familiar with the airline industry, can the Minister 
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give some explanation? “Nonstop” means that it stops 
here in Bermuda and then continues somewhere else, 
and continues on its way? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: No. So “direct” means that 
the same aircraft goes on to another destination. So 
you can have a direct flight from Bermuda to the 
Azores with a stop in Boston. So that same flight, that 
same aircraft goes from Bermuda to Boston, Boston 
to the Azores. That is considered a “direct flight.” 
 A “nonstop flight” means that there are no 
stops for that aircraft between the two destinations. So 
it is a nonstop flight from Bermuda to the Azores. So 
when you take off from Bermuda, the next time you 
touch down will be in the Azores. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 And, MP Dunkley, before you put your sup-
plementary, I am going to turn the chair over to MP 
Swan. 
 MP Swan, you have the Chair. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Do you have your volume on? We see 
you, but we do not hear you, MP Swan. I am just test-
ing your volume before I depart. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. We are good. We hear you now. 
 
[Feedback] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Someone’s microphone is in-
terfering. 
 
[Feedback] 
 
The Speaker: Hold on. Let me just try and get a little 
clarification here. The microphone, somebody’s mi-
crophone was breaking up. I am not sure if that mi-
crophone was the microphone that was MP Swan’s 
microphone or someone else’s microphone. 
 
Some Hon. Members: I believe it was MP Swan’s 
microphone. Yes, I think it was MP Swan’s micro-
phone. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Try taking off your earphones. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo, MP Foggo. MP Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: You are a member of the Panel of 
Chairs. Are you in a position where you can have a 
better control with your volume than MP Swan? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. At this point in time, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Could you take over? I will send 
you the list of persons who have indicated that they 
have questions that are remaining. Okay? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: I will send it to you on the chat. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan, let MP Foggo take control of 
the Chair then. Okay? 
 MP Foggo, MP Dunkley is putting a second 
question to the Minister. And we can go from there. 
And I will send you in the chat the other questions. 
Okay? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Okay. 
 
[Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Madam Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Before Mr. Dunkley, MP, puts his 
second question, I have a supplementary on his first 
question, please. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I am not sure who is speaking? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: It is MP Pearman speaking. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: MP Dunkley put a question to 
the Honourable Minister of Tourism. And that question 
has been answered. I have a supplementary to that 
question before MP Dunkley moves on with his next 
question. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. So MP Dunkley, will you 
yield for the supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. Thank you, Madam. 
 Honourable Minister, you were asked by MP 
Dunkley about the number of planes between June 
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and September, and then that devolved into a discus-
sion about nonstop and direct flights. So just for the 
benefit of the listening public, who may not under-
stand and appreciate the nuances of aircraft as you 
do, this plane will go between Bermuda and the 
Azores, and it will stop in Boston. Is that correct? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: No, that is incorrect. The 
aircraft will take off from Ponta Delgada and arrive 
here in Bermuda, nonstop. Passengers will disem-
bark. New passengers will get on. They will take off 
out of Bermuda, and their next stop is the Azores, 
Ponta Delgada. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So that is a nonstop flight, in ef-
fect? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Correct. It is nonstop. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am sorry. You Statement had 
said it is a direct route. But that is your answer, is it? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. I just wanted to make 
sure that this was clear. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful. I am grateful for 
the answer. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, I have a second sup-
plementary. Thank you. 
 MP Dunkley had asked you about the number 
of flights between now and September 2021. And I am 
not sure we actually got the answer to that question. 
But how many flights does the Honourable Minister 
anticipate? How many planes between now and Sep-
tember 2021? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: One every week, which my 
quick math would say 16 flights. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful to the Honourable 
Minister for his response. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Dunkley, your question. 
 

QUESTION 2: SATA AZORES AIRLINES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Madam Acting Speaker, 
yes. My question to the Honourable Minister: What 
type of plane will be used on this weekly Sunday ser-
vice? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: It will be an Airbus 321 100 
or an Airbus 321 200. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. I am finished on this set. 
 

The Acting Speaker: Okay. I am still awaiting the list 
of persons from the Speaker. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have a question, Madam 
Acting Speaker, to the Minister of Works. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. I am just checking first if 
there are any other persons who put forth questions 
for the Minister of Transport. 
 There being none, we shall move to the Minis-
ter of Works. 
 Opposition Leader, please put your question 
forward. 
 

QUESTION 1: RESCINDING OF THE APPROVAL 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF SANDYS 360 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 I, like the Minister, would like to declare my 
interest as a former student of Sandys Secondary 
School as well. 
 My question to the Minister is, How much 
have the successive Governments invested in Sandys 
360 from the beginning of the project? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Madam Acting Speak-
er, I have no clue. I do not have that information be-
fore me, but I can undertake to get it. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Colonel. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have a supplementary. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. All right. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Madam Acting Speaker, 
based on my understanding and my research, it ap-
pears that $5.3 million have been invested in the pro-
ject. Can the Minister provide details on how he in-
tends to protect Government’s interest, given the 
amounts invested in the project? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: All right. I have no 
knowledge of the five-point-whatever million dollars 
the Opposition Leader mentions. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Five-point-three. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: The building is not 
owned by us. I expect that there will be some discus-
sions going forward based on this decision. And so we 
will protect the Government’s interest as best we can. 
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Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Should you find that $5.3 
million— 
 
The Acting Speaker: A supplemental question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The second, the second. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. Go ahead. 
 

QUESTION 2: RESCINDING OF THE APPROVAL 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF SANDYS 360 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Should you find that ap-
proximately $5 million has been committed and in-
vested in Sandys 360, will you plan to recover some 
of these funds, given that the contract was rescinded? 
Or are we going to write off the investments made to 
date? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I think that decision 
has already been made. The state of the building is in 
full disrepair and will require significant amounts of 
additional funding to bring it back into service or to 
demolish it. That is a matter for the trustees. And we 
will stand ready to have any discussions that may 
come forward, but we are not going to continue to 
have a million dollars hanging out there that nobody 
seems willing to accept.  

Three years ago, we were at the stage where 
we had actually written a cheque to the law firm and 
were told to stop. [INAUDIBLE] this for three years. 
And we have come to this conclusion based on the 
economic circumstances that prevail today. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I accept that, Mr. Minister. 
And so all I can say is at this point— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Is this another . . . we do not 
have three supplemental questions. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Just a comment, just a 
comment. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Right. 
 

QUESTION 3: RESCINDING OF THE APPROVAL 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF SANDYS 360 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So in essence, we are go-
ing to write off $5.3 [million] invested to date by the 
various governments. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I am not prepared to 
say that. I am saying that it appears likely. And the fat 
lady has not sung on this story yet. We have taken 
another of step in this journey, but that does not mean 
that we are not still at the table. 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Minister. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. Was that your third 
question? That was your third question. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am finished; thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. Are there any other Mem-
bers who put questions forward to the Minister of Pub-
lic Works? 
 There being no other Members, are there any 
Members who put forward questions for other Minis-
ters? I still do not have the list of names. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I would like to put ques-
tions to the Minister of National Security in regard to 
the TOOB Report Ministerial Statement. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Did you indicate you had ques-
tions with the Speaker? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is correct. Yes, I did. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. Member Dunkley, you 
may put your question forward to the Minister of Na-
tional Security. 
 

QUESTION 1: TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS 
BOARD (TOOB) REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. 
 Minister of National Security, thank you for the 
two Statements today. 

In regard to the Treatment of Offenders Board 
Annual Report, you state in the Statement, I believe it 
is on page 2 where you state that you “turn to the 
board’s observations of the infrastructure of the facili-
ties. The board notes that all of the facilities require 
maintenance primarily due to the age of the buildings.” 
 So in regard to the fact that $400,000 was 
budgeted in the last financial year for prison works 
and $400,000 was spent, none has been budgeted 
this year. Can you tell us how the $400,000 was spent 
for minor prison works last year? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Member Dunkley, with reference 
to the budget item, I would have to revert to you with 
that answer. But if you are speaking just on the whole 
in regard to infrastructure, this has been a concern. I 
think you raised it even during the budget period. But 
for me to provide you with the details of that, I would 
have to revert and come back to you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And certainly also the 
second supplementary— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I would appreciate your 
getting back to me because you would not have the 
information. But a supplementary, or the second sup-
plementary was that there is $800,000 put towards the 
budget for prison refurbishment. There was $800,000 
put last year and was not spent. Could the Honoura-
ble Minister answer or revert on how the $800,000 will 
be spent this year? Obviously, between those two 
sums that adds up to $1.2 million. That is a relatively 
small amount when you look at the size and the scope 
of the prison facilities. So I would like some feedback 
on what the intention is and how it would be spent. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely. I can give you an update 
that we recognise that the prisons have challenges 
when it comes to infrastructure. And I think I have 
[previously] provided that in 2014 the prison would 
have been 20 years old, and it should have actually 
had an assessment on infrastructure. And that did not 
happen at the time. And so what we are doing now is 
we are working closely with the Ministry of Works, and 
we have a punch list of items that we know that we 
are trying to work through. 
 One of the things I think was mentioned in the 
Statement is the fact that we have commenced re-
placing all of the doors at the facility. And so the doors 
have been . . . I believe they have been purchased, 
but they have not arrived on Island yet. So that will be 
one area of infrastructure improvement that you will 
see at the facility for this year. And we hope to be able 
to provide more detail on that when the doors arrive 
because I believe there are 40 doors. And it will be a 
major infrastructure improvement for the facility. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Madam Acting Speaker? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS 
BOARD (TOOB) REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: In light of the scope or the 
size of the facility, and the Minister has said there will 
be 40 doors, is the $800,000 solely to replace the 
doors? Or are there other capital works that are being 
planned? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Is this a second question? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I thought you already gave two 
supplemental questions. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, I thought just one. But 
it can be a second question if you wish. 

The Acting Speaker: Second question. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely. The answer to that ques-
tion would be, if there is additional funding left, Mem-
ber, we will use it to do whatever capital improvement 
and infrastructure improvement we can, that we can 
do. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Okay. I look forward to 
further updates from the Minister on that. 
 Another question, Acting Speaker? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Third question. Give your third 
question. 
 

QUESTION 3: TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS 
BOARD (TOOB) REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: On page 2 again, the Min-
ister refers to the adjudications. And the Minister re-
fers to a 5 per cent increase in mobile phone related 
adjudications from 2019 and also, alarmingly, a 13 per 
cent increase of adjudications involving assaults on 
inmates or corrections officers. Can the Honourable 
Minister please give us a summary of what is being 
done in these two areas to stop the alarming increase 
in the use of mobile phones and also in inmates’ as-
saults on officers? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Madam Acting Speaker, what we 
have seen, Member, is that COVID-19 has presented 
challenges not just for us who are even not incarcer-
ated at this time, but even for the inmates. And there 
has been a lot of tension during this period. So the 
Treatment of Offenders Board, what they have been 
trying to do is to get in and to mitigate that tension and 
to provide, or where they can, provide solutions. And 
in addition to that, the Acting Commissioner has re-
cently formulated a committee of inmates to be able to 
address the inmates’ concerns more directly and 
hopefully more efficiently. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. I do take the Minister’s explanation. 
 The last sentence of the paragraph in the 
middle of page 2 gives a clear understanding, and I 
quote: “The board attributes much of these offences to 
increased tensions, coupled with the added re-
strictions of COVID-19.” So can the Honourable Minis-
ter please provide a summary of what she believes 
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has increased tensions in the prisons, outside of 
COVID-19? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: You currently have a population 
that is very young and have in some cases life sen-
tences. And so there is some tension there. It could 
be also gang-related, Member. COVID-19 did not help 
us in terms of––there were some restrictions put in 
place in terms of family visits. And just being able to 
be—the visits became what they called “VV,” which 
was virtual visits. And so you were not actually physi-
cally—the family members and friends and support 
were not actually able to come into the prison for 
many months. And part of that is because (I am sure 
you can understand) the correctional facilities are very 
vulnerable. And so there are lots of precautions taken 
to ensure that inmates and officers are safe during the 
pandemic. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: My final supplementary, 
Madam Acting Speaker. My final supplementary. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely. 
 
The Acting Speaker: That was your first supple-
mental? I thought that was your second. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That was my third ques-
tion. Yes. Supplementary to the Minister, final sup-
plementary. 
 Minister, do you believe that the long-term 
position of an acting commissioner, where there is no 
set leadership in place, has contributed to any of the 
challenges that we face in Corrections at the present 
time? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: You asked me do I believe the 
challenges facing Corrections . . . So I am asking, do 
you have any more detail on what you believe these 
[challenges] to be? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Member, can you 
make your question more specific so the Minister can 
answer you? I think that is what her concern is. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Okay. Let me rephrase it 
this way: Does the Honourable Minister believe that 
an acting commissioner is having an impact on some 
of the challenges within Corrections? We have had an 
acting commissioner for a number of years. 
 

The Acting Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I do not believe that it is having 
any effect, though it sounds like what you are hinting 
at in that question would be negative effect. But I 
would like to see the role become formalised. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Members with questions 
or supplementary questions for the Minister? 
 There being no other Members— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Madam Acting Speaker, I do not 
have a supplemental; I have questions that I sent to 
you in the chat. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. Fine. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: [This is] MP Pearman. 
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Pearman? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Were these questions also sent 
to the Speaker? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No. I sent them directly to your 
chat. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, fine. Go ahead and ask 
your question. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, my questions are on 
your Parole Board Report 2020 Statement. The first 
question is on the second page of that Statement 
where you talk about the 43 inmates who chose to 
decline parole. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. 
 
QUESTION 1: THE PAROLE BOARD REPORT 2020 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: My first question is this: In this 
next paragraph below, you mentioned that the pur-
pose of parole, and you say, “Parole provides inmates 
with an opportunity for a supported re-entry into socie-
ty. With tools to assist in transition back into the com-
munity, former inmates are less likely to reoffend.” We 
are seeking as a Government and an Island to en-
courage parole. Is that right? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I am sorry. Which page did you 
refer to, Member? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: It is your Parole Board Report 
Statement. It is the second page in the third para-
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graph down. And you are talking about what parole 
provides to the inmates, in the third paragraph. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Okay. Yes, and what was your 
question? 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So you are talking about parole 
as an opportunity to re-enter the society in a support-
ed way with tools to assist. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And you say former inmates are 
less likely to reoffend if they are on parole. And I am 
just wondering. It is the Government’s and the socie-
ty’s intention here to encourage parole; is that right? 
Parole is a positive mechanism to allow re-entry with 
support? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Parole is a positive mechanism; 
you are correct. But it is not on us to encourage and 
inmates can make a decision that they would like to 
do their entire time as prescribed. So is it something 
that we encourage? I can say that it would be the fact 
that it comes with some level of support. There are 
some inmates who feel that that is something that 
they need. So it would still be their position to choose 
that. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I see. Supplementary, Madam 
Acting Speaker? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, you may. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: First supplementary. Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So where, Honourable Minister, 
you say above in that Statement that 43 inmates have 
chosen to decline parole, to stay incarcerated be-
cause they would prefer an early release date. Should 
that be a matter of concern that they would rather wait 
and come out without the parole mechanism? Or is 
that not a matter of concern; it is merely a matter of 
their personal choice? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Well, first of all, in that instance 
right there, there are some inmates who would prefer 
not to have to conform to the reporting and the re-
views that would happen after parole. And [in] some 
cases, they are up for parole which could be very 
close to their release date. So that again would be 
their decision to decline parole. 
 

Mr. Scott Pearman: Second supplementary, Acting 
Chair? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, you may. That is your 
second. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, to the answer you just 
gave, I mean, is that a concern that someone is effec-
tively choosing to get outside of the parole mechanism 
when they have an early release date? Is that an is-
sue of concern? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I do not know that I would say that 
it is an issue of concern, MP [Pearman], because that 
would also allow us to have to either profile or decide 
that a person who may not want to have any rules or 
assessments around them is likely to reoffend. And 
that I would not have enough information on to give 
that answer to you today. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
Acting Speaker, if I may move my second question? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, you may. 
 
QUESTION 2: THE PAROLE BOARD REPORT 2020 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, my second question is 
still on the same Statement, on the Parole Board Re-
port, but it is on the next page on the top. And you are 
talking about parole again here, and you are talking 
about the two elementary requirements for parole be-
ing appropriate employment and educational pursuits. 
 Can you just tell the Honourable House, even 
in a very short way, how that works? Is it a necessity? 
Do they have to identify these for parole to be given? 
Or can parole be given in the hope that those will be 
achieved? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: It is a necessity for parole to be 
granted. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Supplementary, Acting Speaker. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Acting Speaker, you are on 
mute. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Go ahead, Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. Supplementary. 
 Honourable Minister, you identify then that 
there are seven foreign nationals who are incarcer-
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ated. And I am wondering what happens to them on 
their release back into society? If they are foreign na-
tionals, would they then be deported from Bermuda or 
would they remain in Bermuda? How does that work? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I think that at the time, depending 
on what the situation is around their release, they may 
well be deported. But that again, MP Pearman, would 
be on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful. Are any of the 
seven foreign nationals whom you have identified in 
your Statement likely to be released in the immediate 
future or the near future? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I cannot confirm that information. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister, 
and thank you, Acting Speaker. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: On my chat I saw no other 
questions being advanced. I will go double-check to 
make certain that that is still the case. And I believe it 
is the case. And if there is no one with a supplemental 
and no further questions, that ends the Question Peri-
od. It is now 11:25. 
 That moves us on. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Acting Speaker: So, Members, are there any 
Members wishing to give congratulations and/or obi-
tuary comments? 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker, I 
do. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Is that MP Dennis Lister, III? 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes, it is. Can you still hear me? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. You have three minutes. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, I would just like to 
start off first by sending condolences to the family of 
Mr. Gregory Young of Warwickshire Drive, a constitu-
ent of mine. 
 Also I would like to send condolences to the 
family of the young Ms. Amber Bridges, who passed 
on [NO AUDIO]. 
 Also, Madam Acting Speaker, I would like to 
send condolences to the family of a former teacher of 
mine who passed recently, Ms. Lois Lightbourne. She 

was my first-grade teacher in primary school at Ber-
muda Institute [NO AUDIO]. 
 
An Hon. Member: Can I also be associated, ma’am? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, please. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Also, Madam Acting Speaker, 
also very sadly was recently I have had two young 
people my age who passed whom I felt very dearly 
[about], Mr. Judah Quallo from Somerset, a friend of 
mine who passed recently; and also Ms. Renee Bean, 
also a friend of mine who passed. So I would like to 
send condolences to the families of those persons. 
 And on a much lighter note, Madam Acting 
Speaker, he has left the building, but I would like to 
send early birthday congratulations to Mr. Speaker. 
His birthday is on Sunday. So I hope he is listening. 
But if not, when he comes back we will definitely have 
those [NO AUDIO]. Those are my [comments] this 
morning. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. MP Tyrrell, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Good morning, all. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, since the last time we 
met, two members of my constituency celebrated 
birthdays. And because I think it is better to give roses 
while people are still alive, I would ask that the House 
send congratulations to, in the first instance, Dorothy 
Lattimore of Whale View Lane, who turned 92 and is 
still in good stead. And the second one is Ms. Venetta 
Simmons, who turned 91, who lives on Olive Bank 
Drive. And I wish them both all the best. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Any other Members with congratulations or 
obituary comments? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Madam Acting Speak-
er. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 I would like to associate myself with the com-
ments made in regard to Amber Bridges. You all know 
that she was a fellow equestrian, a young one at that. 
The young person had a passion for equestrian 
sports. And she was about to make her career in that 
field. She was a lovely, charming person, kind heart. 
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And my condolences go out to her mother Heidi, and 
her father, Mr. Bridges and the rest of her family. It is 
a sad loss to the community. 
 I would like to associate myself with the com-
ments made in regard to the Speaker on his upcoming 
birthday. 
 And I would like to send condolences out to 
the family of Ms. Iris Talbot, who was the Education 
Minister’s grandmother. She was a Devil’s Hole per-
son. As you all know, my family is from Devil’s Hole as 
well. And so I would like to convey my thoughts and 
prayers to the family of the Minister of Education and 
his mother, Marva, whom I have known for many, 
many years. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I would like to be associated 
with those remarks. 
 Any other Member offering obits or congrats? 
 MP Famous, I see you. Are you trying to 
chime in? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Any other Members? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, go. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good morning. Good 
morning to colleagues, and good morning to the peo-
ple of Bermuda. 
 I firstly want to give condolences to my mother 
and her family on the loss of her brother, Moleto 
Turnbull of the Virgin Islands who passed away yes-
terday morning. He was a master mason. He built 
houses all across the Virgin Islands, father of five, 
grandfather of many. And he will be a loss to our fami-
ly. 
 I also want to give congrats to the Nurse of 
the Year. I was specifically told to make sure to give 
congrats to the Nurse of the Year, Ms. Simmons (let 
me pronounce her name properly), a lady. She works 
at MAWI [Mid Atlantic Wellness Institute], so technical-
ly she works—she is a representative of my constitu-
ency. But her name is Karen Grant-Simmons. She is 
the wife of Mr. Pop Simmons of White Hall and Som-
erset. So congratulations to her and all of her col-
leagues for all of the work that they do keeping us 
both of sound mind and sound body.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Member Dunkley. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. 
 Colleagues, I would also like to be associated 
with the congratulations to Nurse of the Year, Nurse 
Simmons. Obviously, it is fantastic to recognise peo-
ple in our health care industry. And I think over the 
past year, through COVID-19, many Bermudians and 
residents have come to appreciate just how much 
work everyone does in this industry. So congratula-
tions to Nurse Simmons, Nurse of the Year. And thank 
you to all of those in nursing who do such a laudable 
job for us. 
 On a sadder note, I would like to be associat-
ed with the condolences to the Bridges family on the 
passing of their young daughter just recently. Any 
road accident that incurs a fatality is certainly a life-
altering moment in time for people. That never chang-
es as they go through. And for somebody so young to 
be lost with so much hope and opportunity in the fu-
ture, it certainly sends a gut-wrenching probe all 
through your body. And I think it is wonderful to see 
our community help rally with the Bridges to bring 
them some comfort during this very, very difficult peri-
od of grieving. 
 I would like to be associated—I cannot recall if 
the Member who spoke before me from constituen-
cy 11 did recognise it, but I would like to give condo-
lences to the family of K. C. Daniels on the passing of 
his wife, Louise Daniels, who died just recently. If the 
Honourable Member did not bring it up, I would like 
him to be associated with it. She lived in his constitu-
ency, and I have known the family for a long period of 
time. So my thoughts and prayers of comfort go out to 
the Daniels family with the passing of a wonderful la-
dy. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You are welcome. 
 I believe I saw Honourable Member Vance 
Campbell. 
 Vance Campbell, do you have comments you 
wish to make? It is 11:33. You have three minutes. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, I do. Thank you very 
much, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 I would like to associate myself with the con-
dolences issued by MP Famous and also the condo-
lences issued by MP Dunkley to the family of the late 
Louise Virginia Daniels. She actually lived in my con-
stituency. But she was a great lady of Devonshire. 
And again, I would like condolences to go out to her 
husband, Mr. Kenneth C. “Sundown” Daniels; her 
children, Kyle, Rhonda, Roxann. As I said, she was in 
her 93rd year. And it is always sad when we lose 
someone. But in this instance, we can be satisfied that 
she lived a great life and had a great influence on 
many, many in the Devonshire and Smith’s area. 
Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. 



1500  4 June 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

 Any other members with congrats or obits to 
air your comments? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. I would like to 
associate myself with the comments from MP Camp-
bell on Louise Daniels, as Sundown is a brother of 
mine. Louise Daniels and my grandmother were very 
good friends. And— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Can I just pause you for one 
second? 
 Somebody has a radio or a TV on in the 
background. Please mute the microphone. Thank you. 
 Sorry, Minister. You may continue. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. 
 Ms. Louise Daniels and my grandmother were 
very good friends. And I know Ms. Daniels through my 
affiliation with St. Philip AME Church, that little church 
on the sound down there in Devil’s Hole. It is a very 
close-knit community. And so the community is feeling 
both the loss of my grandmother in her 93rd year, as 
well as Ms. Daniels in her 93rd year. So I would like to 
associate myself with MP Campbell’s condolences. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Acting Speak-
er. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 I would like to associate myself with the re-
marks for Ms. Louise Smith-Daniels. Ms. Smith-
Daniels is from Frog Alley, Somersall Road, a sister of 
Carlton Smith, a former candidate for the Progressive 
Labour Party. She was a wonderful, very, very kind 
lady. And she will certainly be sorely missed by her 
family. 
 Also, I would like to be associated with the 
remarks concerning the loss of “Pat” Iris Talbot. Ms. 
Talbot, a stalwart of Harris Bay, a stalwart of Cleve-
land County Cricket Club (formerly Tucker’s Town 
County Cricket Club) and the County Cup champions, 
the most exciting County Cup champions, I should 
say, at Harris Bay. Her son, Avon Talbot [deceased] 
was at one time a captain of the Cleveland County 
Cricket Club. 
 You know, Madam Acting Speaker, as a child 
I can remember all of the people who treated me kind. 
Ms. Talbot was one of them. She was always kind and 
loving to everybody. I have never seen her be any 
other way. Ms. Talbot was certainly a favourite of 
mine. I loved her. And I know her children, Marva, 
Debra, Tyler [son-in-law, husband of Uyone], Kathie-

Ann will certainly miss her, and the entire family. She 
was certainly a loving, loving and kind person. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker.
 Are there any other Members wishing to give 
condolences or congratulatory remarks? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Pearman, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 I would just like to remark on the passing as 
reported— 
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Pearman, can you turn on 
your camera, please? For some reason I cannot see 
you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Of course. Of course, Madam 
Acting Speaker. Can you see me now? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Now I can, yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I can see me on the screen; 
hopefully you can see me, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 I would just like to take this opportunity to ob-
serve the passing as was reported in the paper this 
week of the Supreme Court Manager of many, many 
years, Joann Lynch, who has sadly left us. Ms. Acting 
Speaker, tributes have been paid already to Ms. 
Lynch by the judiciary. I would like to draw the 
House’s attention to comments made by Judge 
Charles Etta-Simmons. She observed that Ms. Lynch 
had worked for the court for more than 40 years, 
which was the vast majority of her lifetime. And to 
quote, that she “had offered an ear to listen, a shoul-
der to cry on and was a source of valuable advice.” I 
would echo that sentiment by the Learned Judge. 
 The Learned Judge went on to say, “I can tell 
you that she suffered fools gladly—and those were 
just the lawyers.” How right she was! The way in 
which our court system works is often difficult to 
members of the public, and it can even be difficult for 
the lawyers. And when you have someone such as 
Ms. Lynch who has so much knowledge of the system 
and is so helpful to those using it, it really is a great 
benefit to society and to the community. 
 The Learned Judge, Ms. Etta-Simmons, said 
about Ms. Lynch that, “Her door was always open and 
she had a chair in her office that everyone from the 
then Chief Justice to the cleaner made use of.” And 
that is true. She treated one as well and as helpfully 
as she could for many echelons of society, whether it 
was a judge or a cleaner. The Judge observed that 
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Ms. Lynch was an invaluable asset to the Supreme 
Court Registry for decades. Again, how true. 
 Ms. Acting Speaker, our Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Cindy Clarke, recognised that Ms. 
Lynch was like a mother to many young lawyers. And 
I can agree with that. I know a young associate who 
would not have survived her time at our law firm had it 
not been for the helpful wisdom and guidance of Ms. 
Lynch. Ms. Clarke referred to Ms. Lynch as “a fairy 
godmother” for the lawyers. And again, how true. She 
said this: “Whether it was for a copy of an obscure 
ruling in a trial or whether it was to meet us at the 
back door so that we could file a document after the 
registry had closed, you knew you could count on Ms 
Lynch to help.” And that is true. She helped out-of-
hours anytime she could. Whoever needed help, she 
was there. 
 The President of the Bermuda Bar Counsel, 
Ms. Liz [Elizabeth] Christopher, acknowledged that 
she was among the many who benefited from Ms. 
Lynch’s kindness. And she said this: Ms. Lynch was 
the person who “carried me throughout my career.” 
And that was how Ms. Lynch was. She was someone 
who would help to carry others. 
 Judge Carlisle Greaves described Ms. Lynch 
as a treasured resource and said of her, “She had the 
best memory of anyone I had ever known.” And our 
former Chief Justice, Ian Kawaley, remarked of Ms. 
Lynch that she was a role model for her staff and the 
person everyone went to for help and advice. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Member, can you round up 
your comments? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. 
 Ms. Acting Speaker, to those judicial tributes 
let me add my own very brief remarks. She had an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the court and court pro-
cedure. She walked an extra mile to help court users, 
lawyers and members of the public. Sixty-eight years 
old seems so very young today. And she was an un-
sung hero, to whom we all owe a great debt of thanks. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You are welcome, Member. 
 Any other Members wishing to speak? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. Minister Furbert, is that 
you? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. 
How are you? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Very fine. Good morning. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Good morning, and good morn-
ing, colleagues. 

 Madam Acting Speaker, I would like to also be 
associated with the condolences for Ms. Talbot of 
Harris Bay, sending condolences to the family and our 
very own Minister, Diallo Rabain, as well as condo-
lences to the family of young Amber Bridges those to 
young Amber Bridges. I just have to mention it be-
cause any parent of a 16-year-old or any parent of a 
child would feel heartfelt condolences to that family. 
So I just wanted to associate myself with those condo-
lences. I am sure the whole House would feel the 
same way. 
 And I would also like to give congratulatory 
remarks to a constituent of mine, McKenzie-Kohl 
Tuckett, who has graduated from Warwick Academy. 
And I have to mention McKenzie. Many may have 
heard of McKenzie through the media. She is just a 
very active young lady in our community. And she was 
the Head Girl of Warwick Academy, the youth assis-
tant director of Future Leaders Bermuda. She was the 
Youth Premier under our very own Youth Parliament. 
And I could list a number of achievements and awards 
that McKenzie has earned throughout her school ca-
reer. She has much more to go, as she will be attend-
ing (I believe it is) Bristol in the UK, studying law. 
 And I know that there are many great young 
people who have graduated and have done many 
great things. But I did want to give congratulations to 
McKenzie and her family for her most recent gradua-
tion.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You are welcome, Member. 
 Any other Members with congrats or obituary 
remarks? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Good morning, Member Swan. I 
must tell you that your microphone is still quite muf-
fled. But you can give it a try. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. I can hear you, but 
it is still muffled. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: It is just a little better. I do not 
see you any longer. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. Okay. Okay, Member 
Swan. We hear you, but it is still very much muffled. Is 
that it? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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The Acting Speaker: Any other Member? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker.  
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Jackson, you have the 
floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 I just want to take a moment to congratulate 
all of the runners in the recent 24th of May, or Bermu-
da Day, holiday. It was a wonderful show. It was so 
impressive that the organisers of the race were able to 
adhere to the strict restrictions that were still in place. 
The runners came out, and the feeling and the atmos-
phere were absolutely amazing. I certainly spent a 
good bit of my time on Cedar Avenue. All of the spec-
tators were happy, they were safe, and the runners 
were in good form. And I just want to just congratulate 
everyone, because everyone is a winner for the Ber-
muda Day race. I am glad it happened. I am looking 
forward to future events throughout the summer and 
that we are able to get back into a routine of feeling 
that goodwill and camaraderie amongst our communi-
ty.  

And so again, congratulations to all of the 
runners and the organisers of the Bermuda Day race.
 Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members wishing to 
speak? Any other Members wishing to speak? 
 Before I hand the floor back over to the Depu-
ty Speaker, I wish to weigh in on the congrats and/or 
obituary remarks. I would like to be associated with 
the condolences for Ms. Talbot, who I can say, re-
gardless of her age she was an extremely close friend 
of mine. Whenever she came down to St. George’s, 
which was often, we would either have breakfast or 
lunch together. And she was just a pleasant lady, full 
of fun, full of life. And I know her family is going to 
miss her dearly. And condolences to the Talbot family 
and to Minister Rabain on the loss of his grandmother. 
 I would also like to send condolences out to 
the Astwood/King family on the loss of their mother, 
Ms. Nellie Astwood, who is the last living member of 
her family from her generation. She leaves behind her 
children to mourn, Voorhees Astwood, Stacey, Kim— 
 
An Hon. Member: May I be associated with that, 
please? 
 
The Acting Speaker: I would like to associate the 
Deputy Leader. 
 She was the matriarch in that family— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: And the Opposition Leader. 
 

The Acting Speaker: The Opposition Leader. I would 
like to associate the Opposition Leader with those re-
marks. 
 Last but not least, I would like to offer con-
gratulatory remarks for Mr. Calvin Smith, who in 2016 
retired from the police service only to be called back in 
immediately. He is retiring again. He will be a great 
loss. His career as a police officer was nothing short 
of stellar. He got numerous commendations while 
serving. While serving as a police officer, he reached 
the level of Chief Inspector. I think he— 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: May I be associated, Madam 
Acting Speaker? 
 
The Acting Speaker: I would like to associate Mem-
ber Weeks with these remarks. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Myself, MP Richardson, Jar-
ion Richardson. 
 
The Acting Speaker: And Jarion Richardson. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: And Tyrrell, Tyrrell. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Tyrrell. 
 I am going to associate the House because 
his career was so outstanding that I think it deserves 
association from the House itself. 
 He served in various capacities. He received 
15 Commissioner’s commendations, Long Service 
Awards, numerous letters of good works, sports cita-
tions—you name it, he did it. I would also like to men-
tion the fact that while a police officer he also volun-
teered to serve in the band in the Regiment. And hav-
ing done so, it has brought his number of years of 
service in the public service to 42 years. And that is 
nothing to laugh about. He has made himself available 
as a public servant. 
 And I have no doubt that as he moves forward 
in his retirement years, because he is one who has 
given so much, he will not know how to stop giving. 
And I have no doubt that he will continue to volunteer 
his services in some capacity that is going to assist 
people and assist our community in some way. 
 I do want to point out one thing. He was men-
tioned in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list because 
of his service. And so I think because of that com-
mendation, it deserves special mention. 
 On that note, because I have probably 
reached my three-minute mark (I can tell), I thank you, 
Members. for allowing me to share. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, did you wish to resume 
the floor? Mr. Deputy Speaker? No? Okay. I will con-
tinue. 
 This ends obits and congrats. And so we now 
move on. 
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MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Acting Speaker: There being none, we move on. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Acting Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Acting Speaker: None. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Acting Speaker: There are three Government 
Bills. 
 Ministers, we are on Introduction of Bills. 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 
NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (OCCUPATIONAL 

PENSIONS) AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Madam Acting Speaker, I 
am introducing the following Bills for their first read-
ings so that they may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next day of meeting. First is the National Pen-
sion Scheme (Occupational Pensions) Amendment 
Act 2021; and the Economic Substance Amendment 
Act of 2021. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Minister Dickinson. 
 We should have one more introduction of a 
Bill by Minister Wilson. 
 

FIRST READING 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order paper 
for the next day of meeting: namely, the Public Health 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Minister of Health. 
 I believe that covers Introduction of Bills. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Acting Speaker: It is my understanding that the 
Motions that we will be hearing today, the order has 
been changed. And so I think we will be hearing the 
Motion that is going to be led by Minister Roban. 
 Minister, is that correct? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Thank you, Madam Act-
ing Speaker. Yes. We wish [the indulgence of] the 
House with the change in the order, that I may do my 
Motion first before the Honourable Finance Minister. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Right. Just pause there for a 
second, Minister. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo, I am back if you would like 
for me to take over. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. Yes. 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good. I thank you for chairing during 
that period. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Members, I was able to hear some of it. 
I want to acknowledge that MP Foggo, having stepped 
in at the last minute as a pinch-hitter, did an extremely 
good job. 
 Thank you for that, MP. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier, I walked in as you 
were explaining that you wish to do your matter ahead 
of the Minister of Finance. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: And yes, that was acknowledged to my 
office beforehand, and I had agreed that we would do 
it. However, we still have to put it to the House floor 
for the indulgence of the House. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: And I would like at this moment just to 
seek the indulgence of the House as to whether we 
can proceed by allowing the Deputy Premier to move 
his motion before we move the motion of the Minister 
of Finance. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
The Speaker: No objections? Good. 
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 Deputy Premier, you can move your motion 
as the first Order of Business for today. 
 

MOTION 
 

BERMUDA PLAN 2018 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. And thank you to the Members of the House 
for their indulgence. 
 I do wish to now move that the House do now 
take under consideration the following motion, notice 
of which was given on the 21st of May 2021:  

1THAT this Honourable House supports the 
Bermuda Plan 2018. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 Continue, Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that in accordance with 
sections 10 and 11 of the Development and Planning 
Act 1974, that this Honourable House consider and 
approve the Bermuda Plan 2018. 
 The Bermuda Plan 2018 (the Plan) is a devel-
opment plan prepared by the Department of Planning 
to guide development for the Island for many years to 
come. The Plan, which covers the entire Island with 
the exception of the City of Hamilton, comprises a pol-
icy document and zoning maps, and the tribunal re-
port, and can be accessed online directly from the 
department’s website, www.planning.gov.bm. 
 Mr. Speaker, the overarching aim of this Plan 
is to effectively manage Bermuda’s natural and built 
environment, resources and development, and to help 
build healthy, sustainable communities. In support of 
this aim, Mr. Speaker, the Plan is based on three 
strategies: a development strategy, a conservation 
strategy and a community strategy. Mr. Speaker, with-
in the framework of these strategies, the Plan sets out 
five key goals: 

1. to conserve open space and protect the Is-
land’s natural and built heritage; 

2. to provide sufficient development potential to 
meet the community’s needs; 

3. to facilitate community improvements in 
neighbourhoods to create better, healthier and 
safer places to live and visit; 

4. to encourage a more efficient and sustainable 
use and development of land and buildings; 
and 

5. to ensure a high quality of design and acces-
sibility in all new developments. 

 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members may recall 
that the Bermuda Plan 2018 was first released as a 
                                                      
1 See amendment to Motion at page 1515 

draft plan and was subject to a three-and-a-half-month 
public consultation, which resulted in a total of 457 
objections and counter-objections being received. Mr. 
Speaker, following the withdrawal of 50 objections, 
232 objections remained, 147 (or 63 per cent) of 
which were zone-related. The most common zoning 
objection involved landowners wanting to remove ag-
riculture reserve and woodland reserve conservation 
areas from their properties. This has been a common 
theme with objections to previous draft Bermuda 
Plans and reflects landowners wanting greater devel-
opment potential for their properties. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the department’s processing 
of the 232 valid objections, I am pleased to note that 
52 per cent of them were resolved between the De-
partment of Planning, technical officers and the objec-
tor. This left a remaining 48 per cent of objections in 
an unresolved status to be heard by the tribunal. Mr. 
Speaker, following the conclusion of the tribunal in-
quiries, in December 2020 recommendations were 
made and submitted to myself in the form of the draft 
Bermuda Plan 2018 Tribunal Report.  

Following the completion of my review, this 
report was finalised to reflect the resolutions for each 
objection and representation. Mr. Speaker, the Ber-
muda Plan 2018 planning statement and digital zoning 
maps reflect the final resolutions for amendments to 
the draft Bermuda Plan 2018. As a result of these 
amendments, the final Bermuda Plan 2018 reflects a 
rezoning of some 25 acres of conservation-zoned land 
to development-zoned land from the draft Plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, the most significant zoning 
changes involve such areas as the St. Regis property 
in St. George’s where some 20 acres of land were 
rezoned to tourism to align with the development ap-
provals granted by the St. George’s Resort Act 2018. 
This land under the Bermuda draft Plan 2018 was 
zoned a combination of both conservation zoning as 
well as development zoning. 
 Other significant zoning amendments included 
the Morgan’s Point property, which resulted in an ex-
pansion of the special study area zoning to align with 
property boundaries, as well as a loss of coastal re-
serve conservation zoning, and the BLDC land at 
Southside, which included the rezoning of just over 20 
acres of industrial-zoned land to mixed-use. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Sorry. Mr. Speaker, hello? 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, Minister. Sorry. Someone 
just came into the office briefly. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I was not 
sure if you asked me to pause. Okay.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just continue. 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, the tribunal pro-
vided additional remarks for my consideration. Of par-
ticular note, the tribunal recommended that a new 
coastal study for Bermuda should be undertaken. It 
was specifically noted that there is continuing devel-
opment pressure upon coastal areas. As such, the 
impacts of climate change upon Bermuda’s shores 
must be comprehensively assessed to determine the 
continued viability to develop along the coastline. 

Mr. Speaker, the tribunal recommendation to 
conduct a new coastal study for Bermuda is wholly 
supported. Such a study would be in alignment with 
the Government’s commitment to the Bermuda Ocean 
Prosperity Programme (known as BOPP) and prepa-
ration for a marine spatial plan, in addition to highlight 
the risks from climate change in order to assist this 
Government to determine the solutions to mitigate the 
risks. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appreciated that a balance 
must be struck between securing coastline whilst en-
abling development to continue in a pragmatic way. 
Commissioning a coastal study will provide an updat-
ed coastal vulnerability assessment for the Island and 
a detailed review of the coastal reserve conservation 
zone, which would enable the updating of coastal pro-
tection and development policies. 

Mr. Speaker, the importance of the Bermuda 
Plan 2018 cannot be understated. There is a recog-
nised need to provide flexibility within policy to provide 
the necessary mechanisms to support development 
and new investment. This, of course, should not be to 
the detriment of our natural environment. I am going 
to state that actual sentence again, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I think it is important for people to understand. 
We are trying to find a balance here. This, of course, 
should not be to the detriment of our natural environ-
ment. The work of the department involves assessing 
these competing interests. And it is becoming increas-
ingly challenging in today’s rapidly changing environ-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, in this vein the department con-
tinues its work to streamline the planning process. 
Following the approval and adoption of the final Ber-
muda Plan 2018, plan-making efforts will focus on 
preparing local community plans for individual areas 
of the Island. It is recognised that although the Island 
is such a limited land mass, each community has a 
set of unique circumstances, and thereby requires 
more tailored policy to better serve the needs of the 
residents in their respective communities. One such 
example involves a local plan for North East Hamilton, 
details of which will be released very soon, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to plan-making, the 
department is working diligently on other projects, in-
cluding legislative change to ensure services and pro-
grammes are meeting the needs or our dynamic envi-
ronment and society. Mr. Speaker, in efforts to adapt 

to the increasing impact of climate change, the review 
of the Bermuda Building Code will incorporate more 
sustainable building practices, utilising the latest ad-
vances in renewable technology. Bermuda’s code re-
quirements and building methods are widely recog-
nised for their resilience. And our aim is to continue 
and build upon this stellar reputation. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity as I come to the conclusion of my introductory 
remarks at this time to recognise the efforts of Ms. 
Victoria Pereira, the Director of the Department of 
Planning, who is actually with me here today, and her 
team. And I believe Mr. [Larry] Williams, who is the 
Assistant Director of Planning, is also here, who is 
another part of the team. And there are others, Mr. 
Speaker, whom I will not take the time right now to 
mention, but I do recognise their contribution in their 
ongoing efforts to transform [the Planning Depart-
ment’s] service and to provide innovative ways of ser-
vice seeing to the development needs of our Island. 

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, to [add to] my credit 
to the team at Planning, I would like to thank the 
members of the Land Tribunal, which includes Mr. 
John Payne, who is the Chair; Ms. Jennifer Haworth; 
and Mr. Carlos Amaral; and the alternate members, 
Mr. Jonathan Starling, Ms. Vanessa Turner and Ms. 
Quinell Francis, for their commitment and many hours 
of effort up to the conclusion of this Plan. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and that ends my 
introductory remarks to this debate. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Does any other Member wish to make a con-

tribution at this time? 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, MP Rich-
ardson. 

The Speaker: MP Richardson, you have the floor. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Sorry. I am just going to get my video started, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, we see you. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Perfect. 
And I would like to begin my remarks by 

thanking the Honourable Minister for bringing this be-
fore the House, but most especially his offer of having 
the technical officers and leadership team of the De-
partment of Planning brief us on the activities of the 
Bermuda Plan, the workup in the Bermuda Plan, and 
the processes and outcomes. It was an informative 
briefing, and we appreciate this always. Likewise, we 
extend our thanks to the leadership team of Victoria 
Pereira and Larry Williams, and the tribunal members. 
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Mr. Speaker, for the avoidance of doubt, I 
have . . . the time allocation of 30 minutes? Seeking 
your guidance, Mr. Speaker. 

[Crosstalk] 

The Speaker: Yes. It is 30 minutes. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Great. Thank you. 

The Speaker: Actually, I am sorry. You are the first 
speaker from the Opposition, so you have 60 minutes. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Both lead speakers from either side 
have 60 minutes, and all other speakers have 30 
minutes. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
the clarification. 

The Speaker: You are welcome. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: I wanted to draw everyone’s 
attention, the public’s attention most especially, to the 
volume of work that has gone into this process, which 
was striking. As a new politician I am often under-
whelmed by the quality of information that gets to the 
House of Assembly. And in this case that was abso-
lutely not the case. The Plan itself [consists of] about 
some 231 pages and was obviously very well re-
searched. There were some 69 pages on the review 
process itself and a 765-page report on the work of 
the tribunal. And that is not including the various re-
search studies that took place as it relates to com-
mercial/residential use and et cetera. So a very ful-
some project, and it should be noted as such. 

This report is aiming to govern some 13,000-
plus acres of land stock that we have in Bermuda. 
And it is a challenge to do so. What we are looking at 
in some of these reports is the use of our current land 
stock. Something like 47 per cent is currently used for 
residential, 33 per cent is used for parks, reserves and 
recreation. And surprisingly, Mr. Speaker, and per-
haps a little bit despondently, only 2 per cent is zoned 
for tourism. Now, we will go through that a little bit in 
the report in the details, and I am sure I stand to be 
guided by the technical officers. But this is part of my 
presentation, my contribution to the debate—
alignment of our land use to our political and econom-
ic direction. 

It is noteworthy that not all land is identical in 
Bermuda. Obviously, it is zoned differently. But most 
especially, a different number of people live every-
where on the Island. This came to fruition or is ob-
served in the population density of the Island. In other 
words, more people live in Pembroke than any other 
parish by some 17 per cent. So obviously, we have to 

govern our use of land in those places with a kind of 
deliberateness and care because what we are actually 
talking about when we say land use and we talk about 
the 13,000 acres of land stock, we are not talking 
about a very arbitrary or bureaucratic exercise, but 
rather the quality of life and impacts for individual 
people, for individual residents, as well as the success 
of our wider economy. 

And it has sociological impacts, Mr. Speaker. 
Our infrastructure does generate the reality of how 
people go about their lives in Bermuda. And it has 
these impacts such as the extent to which our country 
is walkable. It impacts how much carbon we introduce 
into the environment because of our transportation. 
And that says how much oil we have to import or fuel 
we have to import, which goes towards our economy. 
So this is a very, very crucial piece of managing the 
affairs of the country and the society. So I do not want 
anyone to walk away thinking that this is a bureaucrat-
ic exercise. 

One of the trends that came to mind in this 
discovery was how we are moving towards smaller 
households. And so we are going to see an increased 
need for higher-density residential in and around 
commercial centres. This obviously impacts the nature 
of the City or the Corporation of Hamilton, of St. 
George’s and those areas, what those look like. I am 
very mindful, Mr. Speaker, having grown up on White 
Hill, that development was obviously, to most small 
boys, the furthest thing from my mind. But I am mind-
ful in the near future that small boys will grow up in a 
different Bermuda. They will grow up in a place that, if 
governed, if managed in a way that is not sustainable, 
they will grow up in a concrete jungle. That is a kind of 
hard thing to do. So we have these incredible chal-
lenges facing us. And the department seems to be 
paying a lot of attention to that. 

I note that, by the way, this report and this 
body of work utilised the 2016 and 2010 census re-
sults, and there was an extensive survey and feed-
back portion to this exercise. The project itself tends 
to resolve or navigate several substantial challenges. 
And these are not easily dealt with. There is competi-
tion for land use in Bermuda. And not unlike our cir-
cumstances with COVID-19, the interests of the indi-
vidual have to be balanced with the interests of the 
group and the interests of differing groups, different 
opinions. Obviously, developers, although I do not 
think any developer is so maniacal as to bring about a 
concrete jungle in Bermuda. But nonetheless, there is 
land that people want to be rezoned from conserva-
tion into other purposes. And equally, we cannot make 
the whole Island one big nature reserve. So we have 
to balance those. And that is part of what this exercise 
is. It is trying to do that in the best way possible. 

But one of the challenges it also has is it takes 
quite a long time for these exercises to take place. 
The 2018 Plan supersedes the 2008 plan. And it is 
lost to no one that it is [now] 2021. So these exercises 
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take quite a long time, and they govern a length of 
time as well, some 10 to 15 years of development in 
Bermuda. This is in and of itself challenging and prob-
lematic because Bermuda changes quite quickly. We 
are a small country with a relatively small population. 
So, relatively minor demographic changes have signif-
icant impacts. And development is a longer-view pro-
ject.  

So, when we start a project in this space, we 
can actually see changes which impact the rationale 
of actually undertaking that development before it is 
complete. 
 So it is one of the challenges that we face in 
managing our land resources. And obviously, we can-
not satisfy everybody. Not only is the process going to 
be challenged in and of itself—and, Mr. Speaker, I will 
speak to the process a little bit. We do have objec-
tions that are raised by the public. They are opined on 
by the technical officers and decided by the tribunal, 
and then some are further sent to the Minister for con-
sideration. And there are some challenges, there are 
some complaints from the public in that there is not an 
opportunity to rebut the director’s opinion when it goes 
before the tribunal again. Again, we are mindful of 
those challenges. We are mindful of everything they 
have to deal with, and the cost and time of this exer-
cise. 
 Also, there are—you cannot satisfy everyone. 
There are obviously people who will not be satisfied 
with the decisions of the tribunal or the decisions of 
the Minister. And so yet again we have a department 
which is trying to balance competing interests. 
 One of our largest challenges that we face 
that the Minister touched on, and I am thankful that we 
are going to attend to it, is climate change especially 
as it relates to coastal erosion and development. This 
is a big area for us, Mr. Speaker, because we are go-
ing to be significantly impacted by what is happening 
in climate change science. So Bermuda is an Island. It 
is extremely sensitive to the impacts [from climate] to 
the ocean and to our coast. And for us to proceed as if 
we will not see significant changes within our lifetime 
to our coasts would not be a mature way to approach 
this problem. So I am thankful that we are going to 
see an expansion from the 2018 Bermuda Plan into 
coastal erosion and coastal development. 
 Some of the great parts in this Bermuda Plan, 
Mr. Speaker, are a focus on or rather the introduction 
of a segment on Healthy Communities. Again, this 
plan is not a bureaucratic exercise. It has significant 
impact on the nature of our society, in the way people 
go about moving around the Island, the lifestyle of 
Bermudians. And I think that Healthy Communities is 
a key part of making sure that everyone on the Island 
is dealt with or rather is being—everyone on the Is-
land is being treated accordingly in a top-down man-
ner. In other words, that the infrastructure that we de-
cide on, the development that we decide on has a 

positive impact into our communities and the lifestyles 
of the individual. 
 There is going to be a review on the building 
code for sustainable designs, and that includes re-
newable energies, and we are thankful for that. The 
commitment of the Planning Department to increasing 
the walkability of Bermuda––and I want to touch on 
this, especially as it relates to our disabled communi-
ty, Mr. Speaker––because as it stands right now the 
City of Hamilton is our most developed area and most 
accessible to our disabled community. But as soon as 
you get out into the parishes, we do face some signifi-
cant challenges in the absence of sidewalks. Even 
though we have a lot of verges alongside our high-
ways, those are not usable by the disabled in any kind 
of safe manner. So it is something we have to attend 
to. And again, as I spoke to earlier, if we increase our 
walkability of the entire Island, this means that we are 
going to see a change in transport. 
 Most importantly and what I want to speak to 
is our traffic situation and our highway situation, Mr. 
Speaker. I will touch on that after I just make this one 
note about the tourism development. We did see a 
partial rezoning of Harmony Club and beach in Tuck-
er’s Point and a complete rezoning of properties such 
as Sandsong, The Breakers, Sea Cliffs, The Wharf, 
Harbour Gardens, Loughlands, White Sands, Salt Ket-
tle, Palmetto Gardens, Somerset Bridge guesthouse. 
 Tourism. I think this speaks to the problem 
with our tourism product, to the problem we have with 
our tourism industry altogether. We are seeing less 
land being used for that purpose. And that cannot 
bode well. That must be an indicator of some sort. 
And although that is not the subject of this debate, Mr. 
Speaker, it is noteworthy that there are indications of 
our issues even when it comes down to something as 
almost not connected as development of Bermuda 
and obviously preservation of our space, of our land 
mass. 
 I would like to raise, Mr. Speaker, for the Min-
ister’s comments, the question about our traffic situa-
tion. Mr. Speaker, we are all well aware that even just 
this last week, sadly, our roads have gone from being 
relatively benign within living memory to being some-
thing of . . . it is almost indescribable out there, Mr. 
Speaker. When I ride to work on my scooter, it is just 
shocking what I see. And one of the things I learned 
when I was a police officer . . . we attended a confer-
ence on problem-oriented policing. And we looked at 
the use of infrastructure to resolve law enforcement 
matters. Although I do not think that traffic in Bermuda 
is a strictly law enforcement matter, nonetheless infra-
structure can play a very, very key role in changing 
behaviours of people. 
 This Plan as it stands relates to the develop-
ment on a going-forward basis. And it does not seem 
to address—and maybe the Minister can clarify—
retroactivity. So if a person were to start a new devel-
opment, then it is constrained by the Plan. But if a 
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property were to lay in its current state, then the 
guides, the standards, the improved standards, they 
simply do not apply. And this has an impact again go-
ing towards things like our industrial area. So for ex-
ample, unless someone actually goes ahead and 
builds up or puts some new properties in our industrial 
areas like Mill Street, then the water runoff problem 
simply does not go away. We require people to devel-
op the space, and then we can apply these standards 
to them. And that improves the quality of life in those 
areas. I would like the Minister to speak on that and 
make sure that this is made clear, and if he could 
speak to applicability of this Plan in any kind of retro-
active manner. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the last point I would like to 
make (taking us up to lunch) is the coherence of this 
Plan with our political and economic direction of Ber-
muda. We have obviously faced significant events 
within the last 24 months that have reshaped the 
landscape of the Island, reshaped the landscape, re-
shaped our futures. And as we go into a debate after 
this one, we are actually going to talk about that quite 
substantively. What I am curious about is how the 
Minister views this development plan or this draft 
Bermuda (development) Plan 2018 as coherent or 
correlating with the political and economic direction of 
Bermuda, as well as solid development. 

So I think the plan itself is quite extensive, 
covers a lot of territory, does a lot of good work. It has 
got some challenges. But what I would want the Minis-
ter to speak to is how this Plan works on a going-
forward basis with our political and economic direc-
tions. 

With that being said, Mr. Speaker, I thank you 
for your time and I conclude my remarks. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to 

make a contribution at this time? I do note that it is 
now 12:25. At 12:30 we would break for lunch. With 
the indulgence of the House, we can let someone 
speak for five minutes, or we can break for lunch now 
and come back at two o’clock. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker . . . or good afternoon. If I start now, would I 
be able to continue after lunch? 

The Speaker: We could break now. Then you can 
start fresh right at lunch. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Okay. I would like to be 
the first batter up. 

The Speaker: Okay. With that said, I will 
acknowledge MP Famous at two o’clock. 

And Members, we will now call on the Deputy 
Premier, or Premier, to adjourn us for lunch. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Does my video work, Mr. 
Speaker? 

The Speaker: We can sort your video out at two 
o’clock when you come. I have already acknowledged 
that you will be the first speaker at two o’clock. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: All right. 

The Speaker: Deputy Premier, would you like to 
move us to lunch? 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
With the indulgence of the House, I move that 

we adjourn for lunch and return at 2:00 pm. 

The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
There are none. 
Members, the House now stands adjourned 

for lunch until 2:00 pm. 

Proceedings suspended at 12:30 pm 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 

MOTION 

BERMUDA PLAN 2018 

[Continuation of debate thereon] 

The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. It is 
2:00 pm. The House is now in session after our lunch 
break. 

Members, for the benefit of the listening audi-
ence, we are on the first Order of business for today, 
which is the motion by the Minister for Home Affairs, 
the Deputy Premier. And the motion reads: 

“THAT this Honourable House take note of 
‘The Bermuda Plan 2018.’” 

The Minister opened in his presentation, he 
was responded to by the Opposition Whip, and now 
MP Famous has the floor. 

MP Famous, would you like to do your 
presentation? 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. Can you hear me clearly? 

The Speaker: I hear you. You could be a little louder, 
but we hear you. 
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Mr. Christopher Famous: Can you hear me clearly, 
Mr. Speaker? 

The Speaker: Yes, continue on. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Sorry, technology chal-
lenges. 

Mr. Speaker, today is a great day for my fami-
ly and I will speak about that on the motion to adjourn. 
It is also a great day for Bermuda because the Ber-
muda Plan 2018 was submitted by the Honourable 
Deputy Premier of Bermuda Walter H. Roban. 

I have a lot of concern about his Cup Match 
choices. But I have no concerns about the way he is 
passionate about our environment, whether it is locally 
or regionally or internationally, the Deputy Premier in 
his capacity as Home Affairs Minister—or even in 
space—the Deputy Premier puts the environment first 
and foremost in his concerns. 

Can you see me, Mr. Speaker? 

The Speaker: I just lost you. I was seeing you, but we 
just lost you off the screen. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, I do not know what is 
going on, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Okay. We see you now. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: All right. So, Mr. Speaker, 
in this Bermuda Plan 2018, the Deputy Premier and 
his team (who were mentioned earlier, and I thank 
them all for their work) have put a lot of emphasis on 
the environment. They have put a lot of emphasis on 
not just a blanket plan for the whole Island, but a plan 
that addresses each and every parish or community in 
its individual way. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, there is a big dif-
ference from how houses are laid out in town and how 
they are laid out on the West side or on East Shore 
Lane. I always admire driving up the country and see-
ing what big yards you all have up there. Town people 
would be like, Wow! That’s a lot of space, it’s enough 
to put about three more apartments there. What do 
you need all that land for? But, that speaks to how 
each parish is zoned out differently. 

Mr. Speaker, previously there was a piece of 
land in my neighbourhood, the only empty piece of 
land in my neighbourhood that a gentleman wanted to 
build on. But he went through Planning and they told 
him, Sorry, but this is zoned as agricultural land, or 
arable land. No one has farmed on that land for about 
20 years. It has actually become a dumping ground 
for old bikes and other stuff that should not be 
dumped. This gentleman wants to develop this land, 
but because of the tight zoning, he was not able to do 
so. 

What this Plan does is allow for zoning issues 
to be resolved in a lot quicker timeframe than every 10 
years.  

Now, there will be some who are concerned 
about using up our arable land for development, and 
rightly so. We cannot have a concrete jungle, as the 
Opposition Whip said. We do not want our children 
growing up to say, Where’s the green space left?  

Mr. Speaker, I listened to the Honourable 
Member from constituency 23. He was very passion-
ate in his speech, very succinct. I applaud him on that. 
And he raised a few issues that I would like to ad-
dress, if possible, Mr. Speaker.  

He brought up an issue about objections. In 
totality, there were 282 objections to different parts of 
this Plan. However, what the Honourable Member 
omitted, perhaps mistakenly, was that the majority of 
these objections were resolved. Now, as we know, in 
any democracy we cannot please everybody. But the 
fact that 52-plus per cent of the objections to different 
aspects of this Plan were resolved needs to be high-
lighted. It needs to be stated. Because let us not have 
the narrative that there were almost 300 people ob-
jecting to this Plan without any resolution being done. 

The other day, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member from constituency 23 spoke about this 
coastal erosion. And I do not know if you remember, 
Mr. Speaker, maybe in 2012, or nine years ago, there 
was a big issue about coastal erosion and that those 
apartments built across from Swizzle Inn were going 
to fall into the sea and blah, blah, blah. No such thing 
has happened. If you go along the same south shore 
coastline you have the Reefs Hotel to the west, farther 
to the east you have the Azure development, and you 
have plenty of houses. I even believe the former Dep-
uty Premier, the Honourable [Bob] Richards, lives on 
the coast on south shore. I have not seen any coastal 
erosion. 

But, be that as it may, Mr. Speaker, you and I 
have both travelled to the Cayman Islands where de-
velopers there have been allowed to build massive 
hotels literally on the beach—literally. And no, I do not 
know who gave them the idea [INAUDIBLE]. But five 
years later they now have massive coastal erosion. 
Not only is the sand gone, but now the waves are eat-
ing at and undermining the actual coast, the rock and 
the reinforcement wall. 

So, whilst I share the concerns of the Honour-
able Member from [constituency] 23, I invite him to 
rent a boat and sail up and down south shore and he 
will see that the Planning Department of this country 
has not allowed development that is going to cause 
coastal erosion.  

Mr. Speaker, the other thing that the Honour-
able Member brought up was about traffic. I find it kind 
of ironic, but I will just address it in this way. Yes, it is 
kind of horrific what we see with some of the drivers in 
this country, and that is an issue that has to be dealt 
with by the police. But what I would say is that the 
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OBA is a party that would like to see an increase in 
population in this country. Now, more [people] than 
just the OBA want to see an increase in population. 
But with the increase in population there will be an 
increase in traffic. That is just common sense. You 
cannot want one thing and not want the other that re-
sults from it.  

Now, I am not saying that [INAUDIBLE], but 
what I will say is that with a growth in population we 
will see a growth in traffic on the roads. Now, the 
roads do not necessarily fall under the Ministry of 
Planning. They fall under Public Works. So, I just want 
that Member, when he raises these concerns, to also 
give finite solutions to these concerns and/or point out 
that that does not actually fall under this Plan. 

So, again, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
Honourable Minister, I want to thank his entire team, 
and I want to thank specifically my friend, Mr. Jona-
than Starling, who put his heart and soul into this, 
along with others, and I look forward to the debate. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, it is Susan 
Jackson, I would like to say a few words. 
 
The Speaker: MP Jackson, I hear you faintly, if you 
can just tune in a little louder it would be good. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: All right. I will see what I can 
do here. So, I will just speak up. 
 Thank you and good afternoon everyone and 
the Members of the Parliament as well as the listening 
audience. 
 The Bermuda Plan 2018 is, in my opinion, our 
opportunity to really strike a balance. There are so 
many details involved in making sure that the planning 
and the layout of the topography of this Island is such 
that it allows for that beautiful balance between what 
is not nature and what is produced and built and con-
structed. And so, this is for everyone in our community 
to sort of hold as a responsibility, in my opinion.  

It is very difficult to see the bigger picture 
sometimes when we are faced with each individual 
person’s details and each individual person’s house-
hold’s requirements for their property and what they 
would like to do. And it is a challenge sometimes to 
make that distinction about what it is we would like to 
do to improve our own quality of life versus what we 
can do to be responsible owners of this beautiful Is-
land. 

Before I really get into some of the details of 
what I would like to bring out [regarding] this Bermuda 
Plan, [recognise] that we are 63-odd thousand people 
that have the privilege of living and owning and caring 

for this beautiful Island. And as much as we can set 
the beauty and the uniqueness of Bermuda aside 
sometimes, because we get caught up in our own 
personal ambitions to make sure that we have a won-
derful lifestyle and a wonderful place to live and play 
in Bermuda, at the same time there has got to be—in 
all of us—a thread of responsibility and a thread of 
consciousness that we, as a population, are responsi-
ble for this valuable, unique, beautiful Island. And we 
must find that balance so that it stays a beautiful, 
unique Island. 

In the Bermuda Plan I did notice three main 
areas that struck me. One is the idea of, in essence, 
the merging of commercial and residential. And the 
other is the health environment, the fact that the Ber-
muda Plan in sharing the vision that says, You know 
what? Whatever we’re going to do in Bermuda, let’s 
try to be healthy about it. If we’re going to develop, 
let’s develop in such a way that we take responsibility 
for people to be able to move about freely, that we 
would be able to have places for exercise, open spac-
es for healthy living. And then the third is the environ-
mental impact and what can we as a country do to just 
lower our carbon footprint. And there is discussion 
about electric cars and there is discussion about walk-
ing trails. And these are all super important from that 
overall vision of [what] we would like Bermuda to look 
like and to be as an experience moving into the future. 

But we have our challenges, and some of our 
challenges right now that I see, having read through 
what I could get through the Bermuda Plan, is that we 
have some very densely populated areas in Bermuda 
and we need to make sure that in the future we are 
able to manage that space well so that our neighbours 
are all able to live in harmony together, and at the 
same time we hold on to that balance between what is 
going to be a densely populated area versus what is 
going to be open space. 

When I think about the increase of population 
densities, of course the middle of Bermuda, Pem-
broke, in particular, being one of those areas, it may 
be strong for me to say [it is] “at risk” but [it is] at risk 
because we do have a growing number of people that 
are living there. Now, in transparency I must disclose 
that the constituency for which I am responsible is 
Pembroke South West, so there is some skin in the 
game from that perspective, Mr. Speaker. And then 
the other side of it is that I have moved into the con-
stituency and I have lived there for about three years 
now. And so, I am also conscious and aware of the 
daily differences when we are living in an area that is 
more densely populated than other areas in Bermuda, 
and also experiencing what I had mentioned earlier 
about the sort of merging of commercial versus resi-
dential. 

So, there is the one thought of why can’t we 
create . . . and I am actually going to preface this, Mr. 
Speaker, by saying that coming out of COVID-19 I 
personally believe that there are going to be changes 
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in the way that many us live our lives and changes in 
the way that we work. And of course, the obvious one 
is people are working from home. So, will this be a 
long-term change of lifestyle where people are work-
ing from home more often? And if that is the case, 
what is that going to look like?  

So, I sort of put on my visionary hat and 
thought about this concept within the Bermuda Plan. It 
discusses the merging of commercial versus residen-
tial. It also kind of has an impact on the fact that 
commercial versus residential is probably going to be 
in some of our higher densely populated areas, like 
Pembroke, and what that might look like. So, there are 
a number of bullet points within the Bermuda Plan 
which are worth raising under this idea. 

One is the redevelopment, which originally 
was the sort of North Hamilton redevelopment. And 
there may be some economic development zones and 
different labels and names that are given to the idea 
that we would have an opportunity for commercial in-
vestment mixing with residential. So, I am going to 
look at it from a residential perspective in the first in-
stance.  

My understanding of that could be that people 
would be able to move into a one-, two-bedroom 
apartment (something that is smaller than a condo, 
smaller than a home) where they would have the op-
portunity within that building to have a personal resi-
dential lifestyle and, at the same time, there would be 
the commercial aspect. What that looks like, it could 
be that there are actually office spaces within the 
building where people could still be at home, but have 
their work or [be at] a place where they can go to 
work. And also, the fact that they are in the centre of 
town and so it is easier. They do not need a car; they 
can ride a cycle or walk as their main source of trans-
portation.  

So, if we are going to have that kind of mix, 
which, you know, in theory has definite promise . . . I 
certainly can attest to having given up a car. I have an 
electric bike. I live in a one-bedroom apartment in 
Pembroke. I have my electric bike and I often walk. 
And that has been my life and I have been able to 
successfully manage for the last three years with that 
lifestyle. So I know that it is possible and I know that it 
is enjoyable and I know that it is super convenient. 

But going back to the population density, if we 
are creating a commercial [area] mixed with residen-
tial, are we going to create a bit of an explosion in 
some of our higher density areas? That was one of 
the concerns that was sort of raised. And I think it is 
something that we certainly need to keep an eye on. 
Yes, it may save some open space in Paget or Dev-
onshire or Sandys or Dockyard, but what is the impact 
of having maybe more people than we might have 
thought in one area? Does it have an impact on our 
safety? Does it have an impact on our health? Does it 
have an impact on our social interactions? These are 

things that, I think, are worth considering as we devel-
op in more densely populated areas. 

One of the other observations, maybe even a 
slight concern, but definitely, Mr. Speaker, it falls un-
der responsibility, and that is the honest truth. There 
are [some] lots of land that are designated with a resi-
dential zoning component that also have some form of 
rural or agricultural or conservation of open space 
[designation] that is a part of that lot. And yes, there 
are people who enjoy living in the central areas. But 
however they have obtained the property, there is 
open space that now would be attractive as rezoned 
for something that would allow for some sort of struc-
ture and building on it. And that is a tough one, be-
cause then it becomes an individual family’s responsi-
bility to weigh the odds of where the balance is be-
tween being responsible and having that beautiful sort 
of mix of open space and population density.  

And there is the other side of the balance 
where, We are in a developing commercial and resi-
dential area, why can’t I build on it? And you know, I 
have seen my neighbour who is able to build and 
maybe build higher with numerous multi floors be-
cause the Bermuda Plan has allowed for people to 
build and build higher, but what about the person who 
has a residence which also has acreage of open 
space? And the idea that even if it was something that 
was traditional, you know, a cottage style or some-
thing that is not around being a high-rise development 
but cannot expand their property because of the con-
servation or rural restrictions that were on them. So, it 
is an emotive environment. 

Mr. Speaker, again, we all have to take some 
responsibility for maintaining and protecting our open 
spaces. But I can see where it becomes a real conflict 
when we are in densely populated areas, such as 
Pembroke, and we are seeing that there is develop-
ment and population all around us. But the people 
who are responsible for the open spaces are unable 
to touch them or develop them but have to remain 
protectors. 

If as we move forward we are able to find any 
way around that kind of conflict so that it creates more 
balance, I certainly believe that that will go a long way 
in helping people who are living in Bermuda to find 
that balance and continue the enjoyment of life in 
Bermuda. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there was a discussion 
about the City of Hamilton Plan. And, again, I am with-
in my constituency and there was discussion about 
providing an opportunity for those who have commer-
cial real estate in Hamilton to be able to invite some 
more residents into commercial, or what has tradition-
ally been commercial, buildings, and add a residential 
component that. I believe that could be very attractive 
to a number of people who are interested in not hav-
ing a car and would prefer to cycle or walk. They like 
the idea of living in Hamilton and having all the ameni-
ties that Hamilton has to offer right in the centre of the 
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city and being able to live there and work at the same 
time. So, I believe that there is a lot of promise there.  

We have a lot of vacant space. I think the 
Bermuda Plan said something like 500,000 square 
feet of vacant commercial space is presently availa-
ble. When I say “presently” I am still being relative 
within the time frame of the Bermuda Plan. But that is 
a lot of vacant space. And it would be in our best in-
terests, in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, that we take a 
look at what is already existing before we start em-
barking on lots of new developments. 

Now, there was some discussion . . . and I am 
moving a little out of my constituency area, but of in-
terest to me was the idea of hotel beds and the idea 
that our tourism product is changing quite a bit. So, 
the Bermuda Plan mentions that there are about 
1,150 [fewer] hotel beds in Bermuda. And I can re-
member the number of beds in Bermuda as being a 
critical inventory for Bermuda because without that we 
are 1,157 [fewer] people that potentially could stay on 
the Island. But the residents of Bermuda have 
grasped the innovation of things like vacation rentals 
and Airbnb and the likes, and the Bermuda Plan is 
accommodating that.  

The Minister has also spoken about having 
vacation rental legislation to be able to support vaca-
tion rentals and continue to support Airbnb that al-
ready has some legislation in place to support it.  

But my question is that once . . . and there is 
the potential that the Airbnb trend may move on, and if 
the Bermuda Plan is making any kind of accommoda-
tion within residential areas that allows for vacation 
rentals and there is some legislation around that, and 
whether there is sort of, I do not know, some mixing 
between tourism zoning and residential zones, wheth-
er . . . if the Airbnb/vacation rentals trend moves on 
and people choose to do other things with the apart-
ments and the guest houses that are on their property, 
if we have this legislation in place . . . and I have no 
idea what it is going to say, but basically, would there 
be a sunset clause?  

The reason I am asking that, Mr. Speaker, is 
because if we let’s say allow some sort of zoning in 
there so it is residential with a bit of a tourism aspect 
to it, and at some point people stop doing the at-home 
vacation rentals, the at-home Airbnb, but their apart-
ments or their guest houses are zoned for something 
else, like as a vacation rental, will that still apply? Or 
will there be a sunset clause in any legislation that 
says should you no longer have an Airbnb or should 
you no longer have a vacation rental, that the zoning 
and any of the other requirements around that legisla-
tion will then revert back to the Residential 1 or the 
Residential 2? And that we will not see something 
else showing up in the future because it is kind of pig-
gy-backed off of a piece of legislation that was meant 
for Airbnb but is now being utilised for something else 
(of which I cannot give you an example right now, Mr. 

Speaker). But clearly, people come up with new ideas 
for doing different things all the time. 
 So, the idea that we would be just cognisant 
of the development of what is a bit of a commercial 
mix in a residential space around vacation rentals and 
such, I think is worthy of keeping an eye on and sup-
porting it in any way that we can—by every means 
support it—but also being able to manage it as things 
change. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to speak a little bit 
about the idea of decentralising commercial zoning. 
So, as I understood it from the Bermuda Plan, there is 
the concept . . . and Mr. Speaker, this is not the first or 
the last time you will hear me speaking of this be-
cause I am a firm believer in that we have a number of 
villages within . . . I am across from you, so it could be 
anything anywhere from Flatts to larger areas like 
Southside and Dockyard that have the opportunity to 
create a mix between residential and commercial. 
Now, I have some issues with the mix of residential 
and commercial, and hopefully I will have a chance to 
touch on that later. But in this situation it is more 
around how we can develop areas around Bermuda 
and still be able to have residences with commercial 
enterprise that supports the residents of that area. 

So, when I visualise something like that I think 
about places like Somerset Village that has a large 
residential area. They are a distance from Hamilton. 
What kind of small business development, what kind 
of commercial enterprise could we bring to an area 
(and I am going to use Somerset Village as an exam-
ple) to make it like this beautiful place where, for con-
venience sake, for diversity and variety of shopping, 
there would be a community of small businesses that 
would be able to nestle into a commercial area and be 
able to serve the residents of the parish and the im-
mediate area? 

I firmly believe that (1) this does an awful lot 
to promote and increase entrepreneurship in Bermu-
da, [and (2)] I think it does wonders in developing vil-
lages within Bermuda where people can travel to and 
shop and find unique items and the like. Now, I am not 
working on the nuts and bolts of the profitability of 
that, but certainly by nature of the businesses that 
have been able to start up and thrive in our villages, it 
is possible. It may take a little work, it may take a little 
research, it may take some questioning and consult-
ing of people in the area to find out what their needs 
really are. It does not make sense to put something in 
a village and it is not what the community needs. 

So, I certainly hope that the Government con-
tinues with what I understood as being decentralised 
commercial [zoning] and that there is enough re-
search done to make sure that it is a quality relation-
ship between the residents of an area and the entre-
preneurship businesses that are able to support that 
area and that it stays beautiful, that it meets the needs 
of the area, and it is something that we all can be 
proud of. 
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Now, on the other side of that I know that we 
have some existing mixed residential/commercial are-
as in Bermuda, and some of them have been a real 
bone of contention, Mr. Speaker. And I do not want to 
call out names, but there are areas in Southampton, 
there are areas in Paget, there are areas in Sandys, 
where buildings and businesses have evolved in resi-
dential areas and, from a visual perspective, it is caus-
ing an impact on the residents of the area. And I am 
not sure what the answer is, and I certainly give full 
credit to the Minister and the team at Planning on how 
to find solutions or workable relationships within some 
of these areas. But what I am most concerned about 
is that it will get out of hand, that as these in commer-
cial/industrial areas in predominantly residential par-
ishes or zones, things we traditionally know as resi-
dential areas, that as these industrial or commercial 
areas age, as they continue to grow and more indus-
try and more commercial space is filled, that it does 
not create an eyesore, Mr. Speaker. That is the bot-
tom line.  

What can we do to be responsible? What can 
we do that is green and is healthy, that will create 
maybe some sort of border or something to make a 
distinction between these industrial areas and the res-
idents that are living close by? So, I certainly put that 
out as a suggestion as we continue to review the 
Bermuda Plan. 

Now, there was a mention, Mr. Speaker, that 
we would try really hard to review this Plan every five 
years. It has been a long time coming. I believe that 
there have been a number of reasons, and valid rea-
sons, why there have been delays with the Bermuda 
Plan 2018 coming out in its final phase. But we have a 
responsibility to try to stay on this so that every five 
years we can review, see what is under threat, see 
what is working, and make sure that we address the 
changes and maintain that balance and be responsi-
ble, Mr. Speaker, in the protection of our Island. 

And Mr. Speaker, I am going to end with a lit-
tle story. I think that probably one of the more touch-
ing messages that my father ( the late Albert Jackson) 
. . . we used to drive home together out of Hamilton at 
the end of every day. And my father used to say to me 
that when he would fly into Bermuda—and he loved to 
fly into Bermuda because he just loved looking at the 
overall picture, he could see the entire Island. But one 
of his big concerns each time he would come back 
from abroad was, you know, Oh Bermuda, we have 
got so many white roofs. And certainly, he was born 
and raised at a time when Bermuda was predominant-
ly green. And so, he could see the addition and the 
increase of the white roofs over Bermuda over his life-
time. 

And we have limited space, Mr. Speaker. 
There are not many more places for us to go. We do 
not really create any man-made land here, which I am 
glad for. We do not reclaim acres and acres of land. 
And so, I guess I just really want Bermuda to have a 

full appreciation of just how valuable this Island is. 
And for each one of us who has our two feet touching 
this Island [to appreciate] the responsibility, the privi-
lege, and for me the honour of being Bermudian and 
taking responsibility for the Island is huge. And I am 
hoping that we can all have that sense of pride and 
ownership. And even when our small personal desires 
to improve our lives and our land, what we choose to 
do with our land, yes, those things are going to come 
into the forefront. But if we can just, in our hearts also, 
consider the fact that as much of the open beauty and 
the uniqueness of Bermuda that we can keep, so that 
we do have a balance for open space, is in our hearts, 
then I believe that we will, as a country, make the right 
decisions to maintain a balance and be responsible 
citizens. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As you know the environment is a passion of 
mine. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: In fact, just last weekend I 
went over to the Bermudiana Beach Club and just 
took a walk along the beach. I had my grandson, my 
daughter and her husband. And, again, I was amazed 
with the coastal erosion that has transpired over the 
years and the devastation that it is causing. We talk 
about going to Alaska to see the calving of the ice-
bergs. Well, we do not have to go too far to see the 
calving of our cliff faces here in Bermuda.  

It was astounding. I took some pictures. It is a 
shame that I cannot put them on our website so we 
can see them. It is not something that you can ignore. 
And my concern is that we are having more and more 
buildings built on our coast. And I am very, very con-
cerned about the impact that this may have on the 
safety of the properties being built and the impact on 
our coast. 
 As you know, coastal erosion results primarily 
from global warming and the increased frequency and 
intensity of our hurricanes. And until we address cli-
mate change and global warming this will continue. 
And so I would encourage the Government and the 
Minister to do more to have a larger setback against 
these coastlines because it will become very, very 
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dangerous to people using our beaches as well as the 
residents who live on our coast. 
 I know that as a young boy I would go over 
that beach and actually walk down the hill to a path 
from Southshore to the beach. Now I cannot even 
walk down that path. They had to build a staircase 
about 30 to 40 feet high to get on the beach. When I 
was a youngster that was unheard of. Unheard of! 
And it also inhibits the use of the beach by our seniors 
who basically spent their lifetime on that beach, be-
cause of the coastal erosion. 
 So again, my recommendation would be for 
the Government to consider a larger setback in regard 
to any planning applications that are presented that 
impact our coastline. 
 The other issue, while talking on hurricanes, is 
our flooding issues. And what comes to mind is the 
old airport. When we had a hurricane from the south, 
they had the flooding. Then we have the Causeway 
issue and remember the hurricane, again [in] 1986 (I 
think) when the Causeway was destroyed and St. 
George’s was cut off for a couple of weeks. Again, we 
have to address our low-lying areas and provide miti-
gation strategies for climate change/global warming 
because these issues, these risks, are here to stay.  

Unfortunately, [those issues are] not much of 
our doing because we are a small nation. We know 
that the industrialised nations—China, the US, and 
other larger nations—are responsible for global warm-
ing and we are just impacted by it like many other 
small nations. 
 The other interesting flooding area is Mills 
Creek. Mills Creek is a low-level area. With the rise in 
our water levels we are finding that this area is flood-
ed more and more. And again, what mitigation tools 
can we put in place to address those challenges in 
regard to our low-lying areas? 
 The other issue, Mr. Speaker, that is dear to 
my heart is agricultural land. If I remember correctly, 
most of the complaints that we have received have to 
do with converting agricultural land back to residential 
or commercial. For the life of me—and this is a per-
sonal point of view—I am a proponent of maintaining, 
and in fact increasing, our agricultural land. This will 
help us to become more economically self-sufficient 
and it will help [to maintain] food security in this coun-
try. I would invite the Minister to do all that he can to 
ensure that our agricultural land is not encroached 
upon and that we can build up an inventory of agricul-
tural land and do less to in fact compromise the acre-
age that we have for our agricultural land. 

To me most Bermudians like to put their fin-
gers in the soil. Most Bermudians would like to have a 
little garden in the backyard. As you know, we have 
these community gardens and they have been around 
and almost all of them get taken up as soon as they 
become available. To me that is an indication that ag-
riculture is important to Bermudians and important to 
the preservation of our agricultural industry. 

So again, this is a primary resource for our 
agricultural industry. It has been reduced by at least a 
thousand acres from years in the past. And as custo-
dians of this land, we must do our bit to preserve our 
agricultural land in this country. 

You know, again, how does global warming 
impact agriculture? As you know, Mr. Speaker, we 
have many hurricanes, high winds, and the farmers 
lose a lot of produce, be it vegetables, citrus fruits, 
flowers and the likes and decorative trees, because of 
hurricanes. 

Mr. Speaker, global warming also impacts that 
industry in a colossal way. As you know, the farmers 
find it very difficult to insure their crops, so they lose 
thousands and thousands of dollars per year because 
of high winds and hurricanes, which are a result of 
climate change and global warming. 

The other issue that I am sensitive to, Mr. 
Speaker, is the issue of vulnerable ecosystems. And 
here I am talking about coral reefs, the mangroves 
(which have been compromised over the years), our 
marine nurseries, and caves. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, our coral reefs and 
mangroves act as an ecosystem. They are a breeding 
ground for flora and fauna and juvenile fish species. 
And they also are reducing. I take the view, Mr. 
Speaker, that somehow, we need to provide re-
sources that will allow this country to redevelop a 
number of mangroves. Somehow, we can provide the 
plants to replant and regenerate some of the man-
groves lost because of our hurricanes and because of 
development and the run-off of development and oth-
er dangerous chemicals which have [penetrated] and 
infiltrated our groundwater. 

Mr. Speaker, while on global warming and the 
carbon footprint, I think the Government should also—
and I will support them 100 per cent—have a cam-
paign to plant trees in this country. Trees mitigate the 
reduction of CO2. And these trees can be decorative 
trees; they can be fruit trees, trees that can form an 
ecosystem amongst themselves like mini-forests. Our 
fruit trees, I mean, last year we had issues with the 
banana trees. When was the last time one had seen 
citrus trees? And again, in the past the citrus trees 
were used to provide healthy fruit for our community. 
We need to have a national plan that will address our 
fruit trees and make the production of local fruit an 
everyday event for our young people and those com-
mitted to addressing reducing our carbon footprint and 
providing food security and healthy produce in this 
country. 

So, I would invite the Minister to also have a 
look to see what type of incentives we can have so 
that we, as a country, can have more fruit trees, or-
chards in this country so that we become more self-
sufficient when it comes to the production of fruit in 
this country. We can do it if we set our mind to it.  

I know that we have done a lot of work in the 
Planning Department and I applaud them for the work 
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that is being done. And I just would like to continue to 
encourage them to ensure that green energy stand-
ards are embedded and, in fact, insisted upon in our 
planning and development regulations when it comes 
to [the] development of residential and commercial 
properties. 

Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to address is the issue of invasive species, be they 
plants or animals. Again, they compromise the 
productivity of our fruit, flowers, vegetables and even 
some of our plants. And I am thinking of like Kudzu, 
the Mexican peppers, the casuarina trees. Again, we 
need to address those invasive species so that we 
can have more endemic plants thrive and survive in 
this country and add to the beautiful garden paradise 
that we have. 

The other issue that I did not see much about 
(and I may have missed it) is in regard to the man-
agement of Bermuda’s waste. I know we have the 
incinerator plant and I know that we have the dump in 
North Hamilton. Time and time again there was talk 
about having a national park in that area. Now, I un-
derstand the issues in regard to the thermal heat that 
exists in that area, but I am certain that certain parts 
of that site could be made available for a national 
park. Again, it would have to form part of the Park sys-
tem and has to be integrated with a waste manage-
ment plan for this country. And again, I know when the 
Minister asked [if] the vent was there, he was quoting 
the amount of trash that this country produces. And 
somehow it has to be managed so that we can have a 
healthier country and healthier water lands and 
healthier soil so that we can have more productive 
and healthier produce and environment. 

We have said a lot about the coastal reserves, 
the conservation areas, the national parks, the nature 
reserves and open space reserves. I know that most 
of these reserves have a management plan. I know 
that. But I think the Government could do more to 
share the details of those management plans with the 
people of this country so that they, too, can be in-
volved in the management of our parks and nature 
areas and open space reserves. I mean, if you go out 
to Spittle Pond it is still pristine and you will see a 
number of birds—migratory birds, and native birds 
there. And I think the conservation plan should be 
conducive to allowing those types of environment to 
be attractive to some of these migratory birds and 
other animals that will enhance the beauty of our re-
serves. 

The final point that I would like to speak to, 
Mr. Speaker, is that I would like for the Minister to 
provide more details on landfills. Where are we on 
that? Are we at the end of the landfills for Bermuda? I 
know currently when we get rid of our cars and when 
we get rid of our washers in our houses, get rid of our 
stoves, they go down to the airport and the landfill. 
How long are we going to allow this to happen? How 
will this be addressed from a planning point of view, 

from a developmental point of view? The impact on 
the surrounding area is questionable and it needs to 
be addressed at some point or the other. 

Mr. Speaker, generally, I welcome the 2018 
Plan. I have some concerns and reservations which I 
just spoke to and I hope that they will be addressed 
and that the Minister will share my concerns and em-
pathy for the direction that we are going in regard to 
the impact of climate change and the impact of over-
development of this country. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Opposition Leader. 
 Before I call on any other Members to make a 
contribution, I just want to call on the Minister just to 
clarify. As you know, I was in between the Chair com-
ing back when he started this morning, and the word-
ing of the motion that is on the Order Paper needed to 
have an amendment made to it. I know the Minister 
spoke to it, but I do not know if the actual wording 
needed was asked for [as an] amendment. 

We asked for the indulgence to have this mat-
ter dealt with before the other matter that was ahead 
of this. That was done. But I am not clear on whether 
the wording was adjusted in the actual motion.  

So I am going to call on the Minister just to 
clarify that, so the House is clear on it. I would not 
want to do it at the end when we are finished; I want 
us to do it now while we are still in the debate. 
 Minister, if you do not mind? 
 

AMENDMENT TO MOTION 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, of course, Mr. Speaker, I 
am happy to oblige. I will just repeat to you the motion 
that I read so that, perhaps, if it needs clarification, we 
can do it. 

I said: I move that the House do now take un-
der consideration the following motion, notice of which 
was given on the 21st of May 2021: THAT this Hon-
ourable House supports the Bermuda Plan 2018. 

That is the full motion that I read, Mr. Speak-
er. 

 
The Speaker: Okay. Because on the Order Paper it 
just says that we “take note,” it does not say “support.” 
So, the amendment is asking for the support of the 
House rather than just taking note. 
 So, Members, the indulgence now is that you 
accept the motion as it is stated now, versus what was 
written on paper on the Order Paper today. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 
[Motion carried: Motion amended from a “take note 
motion” to a “motion of support.”] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your indulgence. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: No problem, Mr. Speaker. No 
problem. 

The Speaker: The Opposition Leader just completed 
his presentation. 

Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 

Any other Member? 
There is no other Member? 
Minister, it looks like we were at the end of it. 
Okay, Minister. 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you for the contribu-
tions made on this measure. 

Just to restate it, THAT this Honourable 
House supports the Bermuda Plan 2018, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: I think it has been made crys-
tal clear by, certainly, my submissions earlier today 
and by what has been articulated by a number of 
Members, that this is a very important Plan. It has a 
certain historical significance in that it is going to be 
taking the direction of development in a different way, 
not in the way that, perhaps, has been familiar to 
many, but the changes being made are going to make 
development and the process of going towards devel-
opment very different. It is not going to be necessarily 
more cumbersome, but it is going to have added pro-
tection for the environment, added attention to the 
specific issues of community, but also, added atten-
tion to what development needs to look like over the 
next 10, even 20 years, or longer. 

So, it has been designed in a way to bring 
balance, balance to all those three key priorities and, 
specifically, balance between the community interests, 
balance between development interests, but balanced 
with the environmental interests, which we can no 
longer ignore, Mr. Speaker. The issue of our natural 
environment and its protection and its preservation 
and sustainability is as important as everything else 
we are dealing with. And I think that has to be appre-
ciated now. 

There are some people who have, I would ar-
gue, done very well in the process of development 
over recent decades. And we credit their efforts be-
cause they have contributed to a country that, irre-
spective of the increased development, still looks still 
as picturesque, still is enjoyed and still admired for our 
unique architecture, our unique way of approaching 
development and our unique lifestyle and how we look 
in the face of the global community. We are admired. 
But it does not mean that we do not give attention go-

ing forward to how we are going to protect our natural 
environment in the future, how we are going to man-
age development in the future as we will have more 
development needs, as we seek to, as we are focus-
ing on now, on rebuilding our economy, on ensuring 
that jobs in the area of all the areas of development 
are maintained or are sustainable, but also, how we 
will develop our communities going forward. 

And there has been a different history over 
decades on how communities in different parts of the 
Island have been treated around development. Well, 
some of that has been good, some of that has not 
been good, but we are looking for balance going for-
ward in the future. So, that is why the Plan—the Ber-
muda Development Plan 2018—is the start of a new 
process where communities will have priority and the 
community’s interests will have a priority. 

So, and I have said . . . and I have used this 
example before, Mr. Speaker, what will be the interest 
for Sandys and the development needs of Sandys 
going forward? What will we look at differently in 
Pembroke? Rather than the current process which 
almost has a cookie-cutter approach, which every 10 
years they look at zoning for everybody and there is a 
kind of a blanket—there has been in the past—a blan-
ket sort of review. No. That is not how we are going to 
do it. It is quite likely, going forward, with the appropri-
ate changes to the Development and Planning Act 
[1974] and some other things that we will bring for-
ward to this House, that there will be more intermittent 
looks at zoning in different parts of the Island. So that 
issues that arise from parish to parish, from communi-
ty to community, will be addressed in a much more 
precise way to address the needs of those communi-
ties and how they would like to see issues of devel-
opment handled within those spaces. Which I think 
will make many, many people happier in many ways 
because, as you have seen from the presentation of 
what we are doing, is that many people are still look-
ing for zoning changes that will potentially look at re-
moving certain conservation and agricultural provi-
sions. And I think we know now that that is not always 
a good thing and, in some cases, it may merit some 
consideration. 

But that is the balance that we have to actual-
ly approach, Mr. Speaker, in looking at these issues 
community by community because it might be that as 
we . . . as I found with my exhaustive requirement to 
review something like 600-odd pages of a zoning tri-
bunal’s work, in that there are some areas that have 
been zoned for generations, for instance agriculture, 
where there is no agriculture that has been going on 
in recent memory. And when you look at the land itself 
it is not necessarily appropriate for modern agricul-
ture. But at the same time, there are areas where pro-
tections need to even be raised because, perhaps, 
those areas are having pressure on them from devel-
opment and they border an area that needs greater 
protection. 
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So, there has got to be a balance, Mr. Speak-
er, with all these issues. As we have progressed over 
recent decades and as you . . . if anyone goes 
through the process that I went through with this, I had 
to—and I took the time—to look at visual maps going 
back to the 1940’s in some areas of Bermuda to see 
the evolution of development so that I could actually 
make sound, well-informed decisions, about some of 
the issues that were raised by the tribunal. And you 
can see the path of development in some areas and 
how some paths of development have been sensible 
and maybe some, there needs to be some issues 
raised, or we now have an opportunity to provide 
greater protection in areas where there were not the 
appropriate protections. 

So, balance is actually, I believe, the vision of 
the Plan going forward, this Bermuda Plan 2018. And 
we, along with the team in Planning, look forward to 
engaging with the community going forward on how 
we continue work with them. Because this is not just 
about the Government imposing certain rules and 
regulations on the community, it is us working with the 
community to shape development going forward. 

So, I just wanted to do those somewhat intro-
ductory remarks and I am going to address some of 
the questions that have been raised, Mr. Speaker. 
And I will go through them and I am certain, if any 
questions do arise that I do not hit, that I welcome any 
after-debate feedback from Members who may . . . 
questions will arise even from this debate that their 
constituents may ask and they might want an answer 
and I welcome the opportunity to answer those ques-
tions. 

One of the questions was, how does the Plan 
support economic growth moving forward? Well, that, 
I think my previous comments speak to that. It is all 
about balance. Certainly, this Government is working 
on plans to re-engineer Bermuda’s economy [to] re-
shape it and planning and development has a very big 
role in that. And just through my own experience 
through the pandemic period, Mr. Speaker, much to 
the credit of the Planning team led by Ms. Victoria Pe-
reira, we kept the process of the consideration of de-
velopment applications going through much of the 
pandemic period. That allowed, coming out, for people 
to immediately start working once we came out of the 
shelter-in-place order last year. And that certainly 
helped keep food on the table and kept some level of 
economic activity going for the country. That is the 
crucial role that this Plan and how it is shaped and 
managed will play in that, even in the most crucial, 
hard, delicate times, if we can keep certain sectors of 
the economy going because of efficient process of 
consideration of planning applications and, you know, 
working with developers, we can keep sections of our 
economy moving and keeping people employed and 
keeping some level of quality of life maintained. 

But the policies that we will shape going for-
ward, because with the approval of this Plan certain 

new policies might be adjusted and shaped, even as 
we do some things that we might be discussing later 
about creating a lot more stringent rules around build-
ing and raising efficiency and conservation measures 
in building, that will create new opportunities in devel-
opment that can, potentially, help the economy as 
well. So, that is why we need to ensure we achieve 
balance, Mr. Speaker, going forward and I hope that 
answers that question. 

There was another question from the Honour-
able Member Mr. Richardson regarding flooding in 
industrial areas. The answer to that I would like to give 
is that the department is certainly aware of the im-
portance of industrial areas, especially areas like Mills 
Creek,—and that whole area, not just Mills Creek, but 
that whole area of Pembroke certainly has a history of 
industrialisation—when it comes to flooding, and there 
have been, as we all know, instances of flooding and 
challenges around flooding in that area. The draft 
Bermuda Plan has within its policies [to] address 
these particular areas when it comes to the erection of 
new developments and their potential to impact the 
area of flooding. And their policies are designed to 
reduce or eliminate future flooding impacts. And this is 
where the balance comes in because raising, particu-
larly, not only the development priority which is there 
but the environment priority, so we will give greater 
attention in certain areas and this is the specificity of 
dealing with development in particular areas.  

As new development arises in those industrial 
areas, the environmental factors and considerations 
will be raised as a higher priority, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause that now is equal to our development priorities. 
And there will be mitigation strategies, Mr. Speaker, 
that will have to be employed to directly address the 
issue of flooding. And we will also, I think, have to 
work with the owners of the properties there. If they 
wish for mitigation strategies to be deployed they will 
have to work with the department, they will have to 
work with other agencies of government to ensure 
they are in place, because this cannot be just—and I 
am going to be very straightforward here, Mr. Speak-
er—the Government fixing the problems where private 
development has created the challenge. We cannot 
have that anymore. We cannot have where private 
developers have done what they wanted to do in an 
area and then, when problems arise, they come to the 
Government to fix [it]. That is not how it is going to 
happen going forward, Mr. Speaker. It is going to be 
working together with private development to mitigate 
problems that arise as a result of development. 

So, I hope that that is something that is taken 
on and it is understood and that is how we are going 
to shape things forward. 

Going forth with some other questions, Mr. 
Speaker, the Honourable Member Ms. Susan Jack-
son, I believe, had a question about development and 
zoning, is this for a reason? I think. Is that the ques-
tion? 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. This 
practice . . . an answer that my team has advised me 
on that was . . . because with the theme of MP Jack-
son’s statement. So, the answer is this in that around 
development and zoning exists . . . development and 
zoning around development exists for a reason, as do 
conservation zones. And there has to be a balance, 
as I think is the theme of this Plan, balance, finding 
balance. That the Plan cannot allow what I will freely 
use language frankly to say, Mr. Speaker, we cannot 
allow a “free-for-all” with development. We understand 
that people may have opportunities they would like to 
pursue, but we cannot have a free-for-all. We cannot 
allow development for development’s sake.  

So, whilst we support development and we 
will continue to support development—and that is the 
role that the Planning Department does, it helps to 
support and shape development—an element of con-
trol has to be in place, Mr. Speaker, and greater den-
sity is permitted where it will make sense. We are not 
going to allow creation of mass density in areas that 
clearly do not complement the wider area around it, 
which is, perhaps, in the preservation of green space. 
And I can assure you that a number of these situa-
tions I did have to address in my consideration of the 
Plan. 

And we sympathise with the desires of certain 
persons who own land who may want an opportunity, 
but what they are seeking will actually destroy a cer-
tain consistency in the area based on their develop-
ment wishes. So, we have to balance that. I have 
spoken to Planning about this and we have been dis-
cussing these issues over recent years, that we en-
courage developers to come and talk to them, share 
their plans and future aspirations around development 
so that the Planning Department and its team, who 
are the most experienced team on the Island in this 
area, without a doubt, can help them shape their plans 
and let them know what can happen, what can be 
done, and how, perhaps, their vision can be achieved 
within means of the Planning Regulations. But it has 
to make sense. Mr. Speaker, it must make sense. 

Another comment here about conservation 
reserves zones . . . oh, yes, an issue came up. It 
might have been the Honourable Opposition Leader 
about or, perhaps [it was], Ms. Jackson, about con-
servation management plans for different areas that 
are under conservation zoning. At the moment con-
servation management plans are only required, Mr. 
Speaker, for areas where development is being con-
templated or is proposed. And it is typical for where a 
significant development is being done or a significant 
change to an area of land is being done that a con-
servation management plan is required. 

I think that is going to become the norm as 
conservation is important. So, even as people seek 
development, we look to preserve the green that may 

be around the development and that it is keeping with 
the theme and with the interests of the land around it. 
So conservation management plans, certainly, for ma-
jor developments are becoming pretty much standard, 
but at the same time, we do ensure that they are in 
place where any development is contemplated. 

A question was raised, Mr. Speaker, about 
landfills. Land fill-ins are the responsibility of the Min-
istry of Works, so I would ask the Honourable Mem-
bers, if they have a question, to put it to the Minister of 
Public Works, that is not really the jurisdiction of Plan-
ning. 

There was a question or comment made 
about agricultural land and how much of that land is 
zoned across the Island. And just as information, 
there is just over 700 acres, around 737 acres, of ag-
ricultural land that is properly zoned as agricultural 
land. And to my remembrance, about half of that is 
actually actively being used as agriculture. 

So, it says a couple of things, Mr. Speaker. 
There certainly is no desire in any of our policies and 
any intention, Mr. Speaker, for us to reduce that num-
ber I can assure you. And I, as the Minister responsi-
ble for Planning and the Environment and Agriculture 
and all things to do with that will certainly continue to 
look for ways to increase that number, if I can. And I 
certainly welcome the support of the community as 
well as Members of this House to do that, where we 
can find more land to put within agricultural zoning, if 
that is feasible, or we will take the opportunity to do 
that because agriculture is important and having and 
preserving our agriculturally zoned land is important. 
Now about half of that is actually being actively used 
at the moment and, certainly, we look forward to work-
ing with private and public sector partners with in-
creasing the activity of agriculture in a reasonable way 
throughout the Island in some way. 

Mr. Speaker, just as a last comment, not only 
the traditional forms of agriculture, but also the alter-
native and newer developed forms of agriculture are 
also welcome as well. So, if persons want to introduce 
certain newer forms of agriculture, whether it be verti-
cal farming, whether it be aquafarming, whether it be 
hydroponics or any of the other—which actually are 
based on using much land conservatively to maximise 
yield and development . . . yield of agricultural prod-
ucts in a certainly safe, healthy and sound way, we 
welcome those proposals to come to us if people want 
to begin to talk about how they can do some of these 
more innovative forms of farming and agriculture in 
Bermuda. We welcome the opportunity to work with 
them in this Ministry. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I do believe I have an-
swered all of the questions in this debate. And those 
are my final comments at this time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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 Minister, the question has to be put now as to 
. . . because the Motion was changed asking that the 
House approve the Plan. 
 So, the question is now put, Does the House 
approve the Bermuda Plan 2018? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, I would like to move the Motion, if I need 
to restate it again, that this House approves the Ber-
muda Plan 2018. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any Member . . . any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 It has been approved. 
 
[Motion carried: The Honourable House supports the 
Bermuda Plan 2018.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you, Members of the House, for your 
support. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Members for your contributions. 
 We will now move on to the second Order on 
the Order Paper for today, which is a motion by the 
Minister of Finance. And similar to the motion that was 
done earlier, the Minister has an amendment to his 
motion. 
 So, Minister, as I call on you I would ask you 
to put the amendment so that we can have the 
amendment agreed on before we proceed. And I am 
calling on the indulgence of the House to allow us to 
put the amendment. 
 Minister. 
 

MOTION 
 

BERMUDA’S ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN, 
SUMMARY REPORT 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

AMENDMENT TO MOTION 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the amended 
motion should read as follows: 
 “THAT this Honourable House supports Ber-
muda’s Economic Recovery Plan, Summary Report.” 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the 
amendment to this as it is now worded? 
 There are no objections? 
 
[Motion carried: Motion amended from a “motion to 
take note” to a “motion of support.”] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, now put the motion. 

Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now take under consideration the fol-
lowing motion, notice of which was given on the 26th of 
March 2021: 
 THAT this Honourable House supports Ber-
muda’s Economic Recovery Plan, Summary Report. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to provide opening remarks on the discussion in this 
Honourable House of the Government’s Economic 
Recovery Plan to take Bermuda beyond the pandem-
ic. 
 Much has been said and we have all had our 
own first-hand experiences of the significant impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It has hurt people and 
economies globally and Bermuda has not been ex-
empted. However, when we look at what has hap-
pened in other parts of the world, Bermuda has much 
to be thankful for. Government has had to make many 
challenging decisions, but the tremendous support 
and dedicated commitment from the people of Ber-
muda have helped to limit the health impact of the 
pandemic on our shores. 
 It is an unfortunate reality that taking proactive 
steps to arrest the spread of the pandemic in terms of 
case numbers and deaths has an economic cost and 
impacts economic growth. However, this Government 
recognises that we could not compromise on our 
commitment to the health and well-being of our peo-
ple. We also committed to and took strong and deci-
sive action to provide financial support to persons and 
entities negatively impacted by this crisis. For the 
most part, those industries that rely heavily on face-to-
face interactions, such as hospitality, transport and 
entertainment have been most challenged and there 
has been less impact on sectors such as financial 
services, that were able to continue to operate while 
maintaining social distancing or working remotely. 
Therefore, providing targeted financial support was an 
important aspect of actions taken since the onset of 
the pandemic.  
 Mr. Speaker, the development of the Econom-
ic Recovery Plan was another critical step in helping 
Bermuda deal with the challenges of the pandemic. 
Government recognised at an early stage that it was 
important to proactively consider what would be 
needed to take Bermuda beyond the pandemic. Thus, 
considerable time, effort, and resources were also 
invested in formulating an appropriate plan for Ber-
muda. 
 Mr. Speaker, by way of historical context, I 
would note that Bermuda’s economy has never been 
able to fully recover from the economic downturn in 
2009. While many countries, such as the US, were 
able to use monetary policy by increasing money sup-
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ply and keeping interest rates low in order to re-
energise their economies, Bermuda with no central 
bank, was not able to do the same. What this meant is 
that while the US economy consistently grew by on 
average 2.3 per cent per year from 2009 onwards, 
Bermuda has experienced an average growth rate of 
(negative) -1 per cent from 2011 to 2018. Combined 
with now outstanding Government debt of $3 billion 
and a debt ceiling of $3.5 billion, it is clear to see that 
Bermuda is facing a fiscal cliff edge. This, coupled 
with the results of the unprecedented economic im-
pact of the pandemic and the various external threats 
the country is facing, means that we cannot afford to 
be complacent and timely and prudent action to ad-
dress these issues is required.  
 Implementing the Economic Recovery Plan 
will be key to addressing the systemic and economic 
challenges that are currently in front of us. While the 
Government cannot control the global economic fall-
out that is the result of the pandemic, the Government 
can and has developed a plan to stimulate job growth, 
tackle inequality, and help shape the future of Bermu-
da. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Economic Recovery Plan 
[ERP] is a forward-looking plan that aims to deliver a 
better, more inclusive future for everyone in Bermuda. 
With this in mind, the ERP has been established 
through research and interviews with key stakeholders 
and there has been extensive input from around the 
Cabinet table. The Economic Advisory Committee 
established in May of 2020 has also provided valuable 
advice throughout the process. And input from the 
Financial Policy Council, the Fiscal Responsibility 
Panel and other key stakeholders has also been 
sought. We are grateful for all the input and feedback 
that has been provided by so many committed people.  
 To ensure that the ERP is practical and credi-
ble, a prudent fiscal strategy for Government’s financ-
es involving key guardrails was instituted in order to 
keep Bermuda on the right fiscal track. Fiscal guide-
lines were drawn from comparisons with jurisdictions 
with similar credit ratings. Projected fiscal outcomes 
for the various initiatives in the ERP respect these 
guardrails which address Bermuda’s capacity to pay 
back debt and to minimise the risk of a credit down-
grade. As such, it is the Government’s intention that 
Bermuda targets a return to a balanced budget in 
three fiscal years by fiscal 2023/24 and respects the 
$3.5 billion ceiling on total debt outstanding. And in 
line with similarly single A-rated countries, ratios of 
gross debt to GDP and net debt to GDP do not ex-
ceed 55 per cent and 50 per cent, respectively. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that the 
pandemic has also laid bare the stark realities of 
some of the structural issues and inequities in our 
economy, many of which have been decades in the 
making. The ERP recognises and takes steps to ad-
dress these issues. Therefore, in developing the ERP, 

the Government has been guided by six key princi-
ples: 

1. combatting the health and economic impacts 
of COVID-19 as a priority; 

2. reducing the cost of living; 
3. achieving fairness and equity; 
4. financial viability; 
5. fiscal prudence; and 
6. timely, decisive action. 

Mr. Speaker, the ERP contains a total of 31 
priority initiatives which were drawn from the Govern-
ment’s 2020 platform and Throne Speech vision and 
shaped by the input received. They can be broadly 
categorised into seven key themes: 

1. Diversifying Bermuda’s economy through 
growth of new industries with co-investment 
from the private sector, including allowing 
Bermudians themselves to invest. For exam-
ple, whether it be tourism, whether it be farm-
ing, small and medium-sized enterprise mar-
ketplaces, residential schemes, the casino in-
dustry, subsea communications and the 
space strategy. 

2. Making financial markets work better for busi-
nesses and consumers. Examples would in-
clude lowering interest rates, COVID-19 SME 
support, and the national digital bank initiative. 

3. Building critical new infrastructure or enhanc-
ing existing infrastructure. Examples: shore-
side facility for fishing, water and waste man-
agement facility, and electric vehicle recharg-
ing stations. 

4. Expanding the resident population, for exam-
ple, through short-term measures, such as the 
introduction of the Economic Investment Cer-
tificate as well as medium-term initiatives, 
such as regularising the position of long-term 
residents and making it easier for Bermudians 
born overseas to return home. 

5. Introducing labour market reforms and social 
development measures to deliver skills, em-
ployment, and economic security in the future 
economy. By way of example, the execution 
of a job strategy and youth employment strat-
egy, establishing national unemployment in-
surance, and implementation of minimum and 
living wage legislation. 

6. Reforming the delivery of health care. For ex-
ample, through the introduction of an afforda-
ble universal health care system and by re-
ducing the costs of medicines. 

7. Developing supported legal and regulatory 
frameworks. For example, the Energy Regula-
tory Sandbox, digital FinTech, green devel-
opment zone, et cetera. 
Referencing the key initiatives against interna-

tional benchmarks research shows that if we are suc-
cessful in the implementation of the policy initiatives, 
Bermuda should experience 1.3 to 1.5 per annum 
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above base economic growth in 2023 leading to an 
improvement in Bermuda’s fiscal position assuming a 
reasonable growth trajectory for the world economy as 
currently predicted by the IMF. 

Mr. Speaker, the priority initiatives outlined in 
the ERP have been developed alongside several par-
allel and substantive initiatives that are underway and 
will have a positive impact on the Bermudian econo-
my. These include: education reform, tax reform, pen-
sion reform, as well as additional policies to support 
Bermuda’s international business sector, including in 
the highly competitive search for climate-related fi-
nancial opportunities.  

Mr. Speaker, as I bring these opening re-
marks to a close I would note that, similar to other 
countries around the world, Bermuda’s road to recov-
ery will have its challenges as persons and business-
es adapt to post-pandemic new norms. There will be 
opportunities which can be developed and some sec-
tors will recover quickly. However, for others the tran-
sition will be more difficult. Government has stepped 
up to the challenge during the pandemic to help peo-
ple and businesses in their time of need. As emergen-
cy support starts to wind down, actions in relation to 
the ERP will be at the forefront of shaping the recov-
ery. Continued Government leadership and resilience 
are now needed to further develop and successfully 
execute these plans for future health and growth. 

Before handing it over to my ministerial col-
leagues so that they can elaborate on their own initia-
tives, let me just discuss one that relates to the Minis-
try of Finance, which is to reduce the cost of mortgag-
es by lowering interest rates through measures to in-
crease competition in the banking sector and by work-
ing with local banks to provide security for mortgage 
loans. Bermudians throughout the generations have 
seen owning a piece of the rock as a goal to be pur-
sued. With the considerable growth in the economy 
that has taken place, particularly within the last 50 
years, available land has become more scarce and 
with increased demand the cost of real estate has in-
creased considerably. Although there has been some 
moderation in prices in the last 10 years, it is recog-
nised that purchasing land or a home is a major in-
vestment that remains a challenge for many. 

Government is sensitive to the desires and 
dreams of its residents and, therefore, is committed to 
taking active steps to help our people in that regard. 
Therefore, creating affordable housing is a priority 
initiative that has been and continues to be actively 
pursued. In addition, Government sees it as important 
to consider ways to address the cost associated with 
purchasing this important investment and, in particu-
lar, those related to mortgages. We do not anticipate 
taking steps that would result in Bermuda becoming a 
large banking centre as this would create considera-
ble change in Bermuda’s risk profile in a way that is 
not seen as prudent for our economy. However, some 
expansion of the banking sector is seen as positive 

and there continues to be ongoing dialogue on devel-
opment in that regard. We anticipate that the in-
creased competition and access to services that will 
result from that will be positive for consumers. 

In relation to the cost of financing, I would 
note that given the makeup of Bermuda’s economy, 
we are heavily impacted by developments in other 
countries, particularly the United States. For Bermuda, 
with our dollar pegged to the US dollar and the US 
being a significant trading partner, interest rate 
movements and other related factors can therefore be 
significantly impacted by the US economy. This cre-
ates complications for effectively addressing financial 
matters such as this. However, we remain committed 
to having the necessary dialogues with the banks and 
soliciting input from our expert economic advisors to 
come up with appropriate solutions to assist our fellow 
Bermudians achieve the goal of affordable and acces-
sible mortgage financing. 

Mr. Speaker, I will now hand over the discus-
sion to my ministerial colleagues who can elaborate 
on the initiatives for which they will provide leadership. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister, for your opening 
remarks. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to make a contribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Any Honourable Member? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Is it Minister Furbert? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, I will if the Opposition 
does not speak. 
 
The Speaker: MP— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I will yield to the Minister. 
 
The Speaker: I am sorry, Opposition Leader? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I will yield to the Minister, I 
will speak after the Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Minister Furbert, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I think it is traditional in these 
debates that we would have an Opposition speaker 
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follow the main speaker. Suddenly, the Opposition 
Leader wants to— 
 
The Speaker: Well, the Opposition Leader has yield-
ed. 
 What will happen is that the Opposition Lead-
er, as the first speaker for the Opposition, will still 
have a lengthier time than the Minister who is speak-
ing now. But he has yielded and the Minister has the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: But it seems quite unusual 
and that is why I raised the point. Normally on a de-
bate of significance we would have the Opposition 
following. 
 
The Speaker: It is all right. It is not declared that it 
has to be in that order. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Understood, Mr. Speaker. 
[INAUDIBLE] 
 
The Speaker: The first speaker of either side will get 
the 60 minutes; all other speakers of either side will 
get 30 minutes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: [INAUDIBLE], Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
have no problem speaking before the Opposition be-
cause it is clear that we have to lay out our plan and 
our vision. 
 Mr. Speaker, we speak to an economic plan, it 
means that the Progressive Labour Party has a vision 
in regard to economic recovery. And you just heard 
the Minister lay out some points in specific and what 
we will try to do is get a little more in detail. Mr. 
Speaker, I recognise, and we recognise, that the last 
15 months has been a tough period. Many of us, 
many our people, have been frustrated and some 
have, to a certain degree, become discouraged. And 
Mr. Speaker, we recognise that these last 15 months 
have left people wondering about their own future. 
And let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that the Govern-
ment recognises the pain that some people have gone 
through or have been going through for that period. 

The Progressive Labour Party laid out its vi-
sion, Mr. Speaker, in 2017 and in 2019. And yes, Mr. 
Speaker, some people have forgotten it because the 
COVID-19 pandemic has got in the way of clearly 
thinking about where we are. Our Premier, the Hon-
ourable David Burt, the Honourable Minister [of 
Health], Kim Wilson, have worked tirelessly, Mr. 
Speaker, and have done a great job in keeping us 
safe. However, Mr. Speaker, as they work many of 
our Ministers and caucus members have been dis-

cussing about the future, how do we deal with some 
issues?  

Mr. Speaker, so let me get back to that vision. 
Too many people . . . many people, as you must 
know, Mr. Speaker, have died with a vision, have died 
with their . . . died with what they really wanted to ac-
complish in life. Myles Munroe said the graveyard is 
the richest place on earth, because it is here that you 
will find all the hopes and dreams that were never ful-
filled, the books that were never written, the songs 
that were never song, the inventions that were never 
shared, the cures that were never discovered, all be-
cause someone was too afraid to take the first step, 
take up the problem or determined to carry out their 
dreams. 

Mr. Speaker, the Progressive Labour Party 
will carry out its vision. 

Mr. Speaker, we in the Ministry of the Cabinet 
Office dream every day of how we can make Bermuda 
a better place and enrich our people and hope and 
make sure they fulfil what they want to do. Mr. Speak-
er, we speak about economic recovery, we speak 
about something that will take place, we speak about 
vision and we speak about the initiatives.  

Mr. Speaker, we have been working on sev-
eral initiatives. Hopefully in the 30 minutes that I have, 
Mr. Speaker, which have been allotted to me, will give 
me sufficient time to lay out the vision of the Progres-
sive Labour Party and where we hope to go on these 
issues. 

Mr. Speaker, so that the public is aware, 
these initiatives will create jobs, jobs, jobs and more 
jobs. They will allow entrepreneurs to surface. Clearly, 
Mr. Speaker, it will help us grow our GDP, will en-
hance our balance of payment, will reduce the cost of 
certain food products. And thank God it will help to 
grow Government’s revenue. 

So Mr. Speaker, the recovery plan speaks to 
seven main themes. I will speak to one of them, and 
that is diversifying Bermuda’s economy through the 
growth of new industries. By bringing in private sector 
investment along with Government’s own financial 
commitment Bermuda will launch new industries in 
fields such as medical tourism, vertical farming, casi-
nos, and subsea communications. The Government 
will also stimulate existing economic activity in key 
sectors, for example, by creating an online market-
place for small businesses and making it easier to 
invest in the residential property on the Island. Many 
of these indicators will be constructed in such a way 
as to allow part ownership by Bermudians them-
selves, enabling a new generation of investors to cre-
ate lasting wealth for themselves and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I personally will speak to the fol-
lowing: the Shoreside facility to process fish, medical 
tourism, vertical farming and working with start-ups to 
lower food costs.  

Mr. Speaker, let me deal first with the Shore-
side fishing industry. Mr. Speaker, the Government 
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will complete the Shoreside [Fishing] Facility. I know 
the Opposition Leader asked some questions last 
week, so we will complete the Shoreside Facility to 
process fish caught in Bermuda while supporting a 
cooperative approach, or cooperative purchase, I 
should say, of larger shipping vessels, increase the 
domestic capture of fish, reducing imports and provid-
ing the option for exporting fish. 

The BEDC has formed a steering committee, 
Mr. Speaker, made up of representatives from the 
Department of the Environment and Natural Re-
sources and the Fishermen’s Association of Bermuda. 
The steering committee is updating the previous busi-
ness plan and the design plans for the project based 
on current economic conditions as well as taking into 
account short- to long-term fisheries development fac-
tors. But the business plan is taking into consideration 
the current and potential future revenue streams re-
quired to make the facility sustainable while also fac-
toring in later phase initiatives aimed at growing the 
local fishery industry and making it more profitable. 

The steering committee, Mr. Speaker, has 
been meeting as a collaborative group since March 
2021. It is anticipated that this planning phase of the 
work will be completed by July 2021. Consultation 
meetings with the broader fishing community will take 
place in late June 2021 through July 2021. The steer-
ing committee will subsequently progress to the con-
struction phase of the plans in conjunction with im-
plementing a phased approach to the cooperative 
business model, inclusive of all aspects of facility and 
membership governance. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said last time, no construc-
tion companies have been contracted as of yet as the 
steering committee has not yet completed the busi-
ness and design phase of this project. When that is 
completed and upon the receipt of planning and build-
ing permits, the steering committee will follow a pro-
cess for tendering quotes for bids for construction and 
construction is not anticipated to be completed until 
October or November 2021. 

So Mr. Speaker, you will not be surprised, I 
have got some information, some data here so people 
can be aware. Locally, as far as fishing is concerned, 
in 2019 there were 376 metric tons of fish caught by 
our local fishermen—376,000 metric tons were caught 
by our local fishermen in 2019. It has come down 
since 2015, which at that time was 402,000. But Mr. 
Speaker, are you aware as far as the number of [tons 
of] fish that are actually imported? People would be 
surprised at the amount of fish that has been imported 
and I am going to give you the number, Mr. Speaker. 
The number of metric tons that was imported in 2018 
was 2,000 metric tons compared to 300-some thou-
sand in our local fish, 1,300 in 2019 and in 2020 about 
1,000 metric tons of foreign fish.  

Mr. Speaker, $14.6 million was spent on im-
porting fish in 2018, $13.9 million was spent in 2019, 
and in 2020 there was $10.6 million spent in importing 

fish. You can see, Mr. Speaker, there is probably 
three times as much imported fish than we are catch-
ing locally. So, there is a great opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker, we believe, by creating and developing this 
shoreside Facility where our fishermen who want to 
come there, just drop off their products, and go back 
out to sea and fish, where it can be sold from the 
shoreside Facility.  

But also, Mr. Speaker, as we spoke about 
was the longline. There is a significant opportunity for 
our fishermen to get involved in that. When we talk 
about $14.6 million spent from overseas, you see, Mr. 
Speaker, there is a great opportunity. 

So, Mr. Speaker, from that issue—just Shore-
side Facility—to create a significant amount of eco-
nomic activity where more individuals can be, I guess 
you can say trained in learning how to fish properly 
and then dropping off their products there at the 
Shoreside Facility, there is opportunity, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just touch next on medi-
cal tourism. Mr. Speaker, the medical tourism piece 
that is in the economy recovery states “Work with the 
private sector” (and I emphasise) “work with the pri-
vate sector to construct a medical tourism facility to 
create jobs and year-round visitors to Bermuda.” 

Mr. Speaker, after many years of discussing 
the opportunity of medical tourism in Bermuda, we 
believe that we have a pathway to get there. The 
Honourable Zane DeSilva, who was the Minister of 
Health, I believe, in 2011, and who is also a great 
supporter of medical tourism, when speaking at the 
KPMG Infrastructure Summit in 2010 said that medi-
cal tourism could become a major part of Bermuda’s 
revenue.  

You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that KEMH for a 
short while had introduced medical tourism, particular-
ly to do with prostate treatment. At that time, Mr. 
Speaker, actual treatment, people were flying in at 
KEMH and getting treatment done. And if you will re-
call, at the time, many of our citizens were complain-
ing of the beds that were being taken up. 

Mr. Speaker, I can confirm that when I was 
the Minister of Tourism and Economic Development in 
2011, we started to look at the opportunity. Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Speaker, we were not able to continue to 
do that due to the election which was called in 2012.  

Mr. Speaker, looking at this opportunity was 
picked up again in 2013 by the late Shawn Crockwell. 
And I quote what he said, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Crockwell 
reported to this Honourable House after he and the 
Minister of Health visited the Royal Medical Tourism 
and Global Congress. He said, 2“[M]edical tourism 
worldwide generated approximately $50 billion in rev-
enue.” He then went on to say that “[Medical tourism] 
is clearly an industry that Bermuda should explore.”  

                                                      
2 Official Hansard Report, 11 November 2013, page 
168 
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Mr. Speaker, this Government agrees with 
what the Honourable Zane DeSilva said at the time 
and we also agree with what the former Minister, the 
late Shawn Crockwell, said. 

Mr. Speaker, since 2019 we have been work-
ing quietly with a team doing our due diligence and 
getting the work done in regard to looking at medical 
tourism. Mr. Speaker, that team consists of [the] Ber-
muda Tourism Authority; BDA (Bermuda Development 
Agency); BEDC (Bermuda Economic Development 
Corporation); KEMH; Department Secretary to the 
Cabinet Office, the Honourable Crystal Caesar; the 
Honourable Zane DeSilva; the Honourable Ianthia 
Wade; and the Honourable Minister Tinee Furbert. 

Mr. Speaker, why do I believe that medical 
tourism will work and will benefit Bermuda? I do not 
know about many of my colleagues, but I just do not 
go to Florida to go to Florida. I go to Florida because 
at the end of the day there is something there that 
attracts me to bring my children and also my grand-
children. And that is called Disney World. I do not go 
to Arizona. I happen to go over there to Las Vegas. 
What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is that there are 
sometimes people go to countries not because of the 
country but because of what they can find in the coun-
try—Disney World, casinos, Broadway in New York—
and the list can go on and on. 

Mr. Speaker, it is our view that by putting an 
attraction—I use the word “attraction”—people will 
come to Bermuda. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the 
average tourism numbers in our hotels is roughly 
about 65 per cent and it has been like that for years. 
Mr. Speaker, we need something that is going to do 
more than what—as far as marketing is concerned—
but it is going to cause them to go to Bermuda for one 
reason or the other. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been looking at the 
medical tourism, as I said, from 2019 and the three 
things that I think that we believe that will attract peo-
ple in regard to medical tourism, the largest revenue 
operation has to do with cosmetic surgery, that is a 
$22.4 billion industry; dental surgery is a $14.6 billion 
industry; orthopaedic surgery is a $2.4 billion revenue 
within the world. Cosmetic surgery, as a matter of fact, 
Mr. Speaker, attracts 6.4 million people, approximate-
ly, who go out for medical treatment, dentistry about 
4.9 [million], and orthopaedics about 1 million. So, 
these are the three major driving operations that 
cause people to take a look at. 

And so, we have been looking at this and hav-
ing discussions on these procedures taking place in 
Bermuda, not for Bermudians, Mr. Speaker, I empha-
sise that. We do not want people to say, I’m going to 
get some orthopaedic surgery done, because they 
want to leave KEMH and come up to a medical treat-
ment. No. The facility is for driving tourists from our 
key areas, such as Canada, United States and the 
UK. 

Mr. Speaker, we understand that there are 1.4 
million people just on the Eastern Seaboard that travel 
for medical tourism; approximately 217,000 people 
from Canada; 144,000 people from the United King-
dom are gateways that you just jump on the plane 
from Atlanta or from New York, or from I guess it is 
North Carolina now or Boston, and be in Bermuda in 
two hours and having your procedure and they will be 
able to enjoy the weather that we have. One of the 
things they tell me is what is because Bermuda’s hu-
midity is not as high as other jurisdictions as far as 
operations over 12 months is exceeding. 

We have been told by key experts, Mr. 
Speaker, that all we need to do is attract 2 per cent—
2 per cent—of the targeted market that would drive 
our medical tourism. Mr. Speaker, that is phenomenal. 
So, we will continue to work with stakeholders. We as 
a team will continue having discussions to move this 
forward and then, eventually, Cabinet will make a de-
cision. But we believe that medical tourism, Mr. 
Speaker, and I will give you some data on that, from 
what we have been primarily looking at. It could create 
approximately 300 jobs in the industry.  

Approximately 300 jobs are in the industry be-
cause there will be a medical centre, and an addition 
as far as a hotel. Now, the hotel is not going to be a 
St. Regis, it will not be a Ritz-Carlton. It will be a facili-
ty. But it will not be a Motel 6 either, Mr. Speaker. But 
it will be a nice hotel where people go to [convalesce] 
themselves. Then, eventually, as you know, these 
people traveling for medical tourism, can stay for a 
period of time and then move also to other areas, oth-
er hotels throughout Bermuda for a longer stay. So we 
see that the opportunities in that regard are signifi-
cant. Mr. Speaker, we understand that the contribution 
to GDP would be, as I said, significant.  
 Mr. Speaker, I know my time is running out. 
Let me speak to vertical farming and food coopera-
tives. We state in the plan, Mr. Speaker, that econom-
ic recovery speaks to creating a food cooperative, 
such as vertical farming and aquaponics to boost do-
mestic food production. One of the first projects will be 
a large-scale vertical farming facility, partially powered 
by renewable energy that will produce annual leafy 
vegetables.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me first speak about the co-
operative and where we are in regard to cooperative 
farmers. The farming industry, Mr. Speaker, falls un-
der the Deputy. But what we are looking at is from a 
business perspective, hence why BEDC and myself 
are looking at that role. So BEDC is focused within 
this multi-faceted project to leverage the potential for 
forming a cooperative, or multiple cooperatives, as a 
way to assist current and new farmers in the agricul-
ture industry, which will reduce their overhead and 
operating costs, share infrastructure and services so 
that they become more profitable, and ultimately boost 
local food production through better and more innova-
tive business practices. 
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Mr. Speaker, the potential cooperatives for 
Bermuda’s agricultural industry can be formed beyond 
just food. Consumer cooperatives can range from 
marketing cooperatives and supply/purchase coopera-
tives, service cooperatives and bargaining coopera-
tives which in form can all produce a reduced operat-
ing cost for farmers. Marketing cooperatives assemble 
parts, process and sell members’ products in both 
domestic and foreign markets. The level of service 
provider depends on members’ needs and the prod-
uct. Supply cooperatives purchase products and ser-
vices for the members, make large-scale purchases of 
fuel, seed, fertilizer and crop protectants and pass 
their cost-savings on to their members. A service co-
operative provides members with specialised services 
such as grinding, hauling and agriculture advice which 
usually are not economical for an individual farmer to 
operate by themselves or to obtain. 

And bargaining cooperatives bargain or nego-
tiate with processors and other first handlers for better 
prices in terms of trade for their produce . . . as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, the more [members] you have 
then you can bargain and get better prices. 

So the BEDC is currently in the early stages 
of researching the strengths, weaknesses, opportuni-
ties and threats within Bermuda’s current farmer 
community. [They are] partnering with the Department 
of [Environment] and Natural Resources to hear first-
hand from large and small farmers. Working this pro-
ject will access farmers’ interest [in] cooperatives 
while developing policies, financial products, agricul-
tural incentives, and concessions for the industry 
which will ultimately assist with reducing operating 
costs and increasing food production and supply to 
local consumers with more local-grown food or more 
affordable prices. 

Our meetings with the Bermuda Farmers As-
sociation and then the Board of Agriculture will com-
mence next week on June 10th. It is anticipated that a 
policy of agricultural cooperatives can be established 
by the end of July. As you know, Mr. Speaker, the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
has been very helpful in providing an overview of this 
industry, of the current agriculture strategy, insight 
and support they currently provide the opportunities 
based on their first-hand oversight of the industry.  

So this is working well and we believe that if 
we can get these working with the farmers, we can 
create a valid business plan so they can grow their 
crops which will also allow them to be more profitable. 
So this is also part of the Economic Plan going for-
ward.  

Mr. Speaker, we mentioned earlier about ver-
tical farming. All Members are aware––I think it was 
last October or November that I made a statement 
about vertical farming when— 
 
The Speaker: Just to let you be aware, you have two 
minutes left. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh my gracious, Mr. Speak-
er!  
 
The Speaker: You started at 3:37 and it is now 4:05. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Two minutes? 
 
The Speaker: Yes.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Wow! 
 So vertical farming right now, local farmers 
produce only 20 [per cent] to 25 per cent of leafy 
greens. The vertical farming hopes to pick up the bal-
ance of that. Which would lower food costs, self-
efficiency, due diligence, blah, blah, blah. The list 
goes on, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we also are looking to reduce 
food costs. [Currently] Financial Assistance sends 
[approximately] $6 million a year to some of the gro-
cery stores that we have. And so we will be working 
with the BEDC to form a co-op business for small 
businesses to see how we can make this work better. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I wish I had more time to 
explain [this because] there is a lot more detail. I be-
lieve that the plan that we have laid out for medical 
tourism, vertical farming to lower the cost for food, and 
also for the Shoreside Facility will boost significantly, 
Mr. Speaker, economic recovery for this country. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have your 60 
minutes, if you wish. You have your time now. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 As was said by the Minister of Finance, Ber-
muda, like many other countries around the world, 
was struck by the catastrophic impact of COVID-19 
back in March of 2020. We recognise that this is an 
unusual event and pandemics normally come once 
every 100 years. It is like a black swan event. Not 
many countries around the world were prepared for it. 
Lives were lost. Communities were shattered. Our 
health care systems were stretched to their limits. 
Bermuda did well last year in containing the virus. But 
at the end of last year we were challenged and we 
had a spike.  

As was also said, on the economic side there 
were many society disruptions and they were grave. 
We saw many family members lose their jobs, work 
part time at reduced salaries and reduced hours and, 
as a consequence, their families were stretched eco-
nomically. We saw businesses that had been around 
for hundreds of years go under because the retail 
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business shrank as a result of the virus and unem-
ployment. 

We know, Mr. Speaker, that for any economy 
to take off it requires a healthy population. Currently, 
Mr. Speaker, this country, again, has done a fairly re-
spectful job in addressing our COVID-19 situation. 
And our numbers at this point in time look very, very 
positive which positions us to begin our economic re-
birth, our economic recovery.  

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear: This economic re-
covery, the recovery listed in the plan provided by the 
Government, is noble. But somewhere in that plan, 
Mr. Speaker, there should be an accommodation for a 
potential spike, because if we have another spike, Mr. 
Speaker, maybe six months from now, we will find 
ourselves with economic challenges and a possible 
shutdown again of our economy. I respect that the 
Government is, in essence, looking at new initiatives: 
the FinTech industry, the medical tourism industry, the 
banking industry, the green energy industry, and I 
cannot fault them in looking for new opportunities. 

But in their marketing, Mr. Speaker, I would 
encourage them to do some stress testing so that we 
can have a model or a plan going forward that ad-
dresses another potential spike in the COVID-19.  

I am saying that because we have to be real-
istic. This pandemic is cyclical. There are variants that 
come about which evolve and have an impact on most 
economies globally. We have seen it. We have fol-
lowed the history. If you follow what has happened 
overseas in India, in the US, in the UK, when the 
numbers go bad the economy goes bad. So, I think 
the cornerstone to the success of our economic re-
birth has to be the mitigation and handling of any out-
break of a COVID-19-type virus. To me, that should 
be the top priority when it comes to our economic re-
birth and our economic priority, because without a 
sound management programme for COVID-19, we will 
be dramatically compromised when it comes to our 
business initiatives. 

As I said, I was surprised to see that there 
was no possible stress testing or possible considera-
tion for a fourth spike in the plan, and how that would 
impact the presentation and the Government’s eco-
nomic recovery initiatives. I believe that we need to 
diversify our economy, Mr. Speaker, and that we need 
an economy where we must . . . where one can sup-
port economic growth where jobs are created with the 
focus on equity, diversity, fair trade, and real opportu-
nities for Bermudians. We must also find investors to 
support small businesses and our local economy. And 
we also must come to grips with the fact that all Ber-
mudians must begin to do more to buy locally. Mr. 
Speaker, buying locally helps our economy. It ensures 
that there is more circulation of funds in our economy 
which will be the engine to drive our economic suc-
cess.  

Mr. Speaker, our resilience is based on that. 
Our resilience is based on keeping money in this 

country. And so it is important that we provide proper 
fiscal management even at the Government level, and 
we must do more to ensure that funds are kept in this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister touched on the debt 
of possibly $3.3 billion. Again, annually we pay ap-
proximately $127 million a year on interest payments. 
And I would venture to say, Mr. Speaker, that of that 
$127 million paid annually in interest payments, which 
is bigger and larger than most ministries within gov-
ernment, 95 per cent of that money leaves this coun-
try. If we are able to manage our debts—and the Min-
ister said he was trying to balance the budget by 
2023—then surely we should be able to begin to gnaw 
away at the debt levels that we have and thereby re-
duce our interest payment commitments overseas.  

If we reduce our interest payment commit-
ments overseas by even $50 million, or $25 million 
annually, that will go a long way in helping our retail 
sector, our grocery store sector, our restaurant sector 
[and] our service industry, because that money will 
remain in Bermuda and circulate so that we can have 
a more robust economy and also have an economy 
that supports entrepreneurship and provides capital 
for small businesses, and more small businesses can 
thrive.  

Mr. Speaker, generally, I would have liked to 
have seen more details in this plan. The Minister 
touched on a number of issues from a macro point of 
view; industries that he intended to explore and de-
velop. And I understand issues from a macro point of 
view. But I was thinking that maybe we should be 
more granular and tell how the people of Bermuda will 
benefit from these new industries. What types of jobs 
will be created with each of the new industries pre-
sented? How many Bermudians will be available to 
enjoy positions in these new industries?  

What will the growth pattern look like in these 
industries? Where is the data that will support the 
success of these industries, Mr. Speaker? Where is 
the data that will give the average man on the street—
not the financial people, not the Minister, but the aver-
age man on the street—to give them information that 
will make them feel encouraged and feel that they 
have a positive future going forward?  

I would invite the Minister to provide the aver-
age man with a vision, a vision that will show that they 
have a crucial role to play in the economic growth and 
that they will benefit by taking and filling various posi-
tions in the new economy going forward.  

Mr. Speaker, as I said, going forward, at the 
end of the day, we cannot continue to borrow our way 
out of crisis. We must do more to ensure that this ju-
risdiction is a jurisdiction which invites capital, which 
invites people to invest in Bermuda, to bring their 
businesses to Bermuda because they know that we 
are an efficient operation, that we will roll out the red 
carpet for them, that we will help them provide a re-
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turn on their capital in exchange for employing Ber-
mudians.  

I take the view that nationally we should have 
a prospectus on Bermuda, a glossy prospectus on 
Bermuda, [which] we can present to international in-
vestors, global investors who are always looking for 
opportunities to park their money, especially during 
this global low interest rate environment. So if we are 
able to produce a professional prospectus, a deck 
sheet that will show global investors that Bermuda is 
the place, then I think that we will be one step forward 
in the right direction. I know that we have the Tourism 
Authority out there selling our country from the tourism 
point of view, and the BDA providing their services in 
how to do business in Bermuda, and other services 
that they provide for business people who come here.  

Mr. Speaker, we also spoke about immigra-
tion. Again, immigration is the key because if we fol-
low economics globally, we will know that a successful 
country is only successful because of the human capi-
tal and the human resources that they have available 
in those countries. Most large economies are suc-
cessful because they have a great reserve of human 
capital. Bermuda does not have that luxury. And as a 
consequence, we have to invite guest workers to our 
shores to fill the void.  

Going forward I would seek more in this plan 
in regard to analytics on what is supporting the immi-
gration policies when it comes to the relaxation of 
some of our immigration protocols that will enable us 
to share with the people of Bermuda, Listen, these are 
the jobs. If we want our economy to grow, we need 
more people. We do not have enough people here 
and this is the information and this is how we think it 
will benefit you and the economy. Just more transpar-
ency, show the picture, show the gaps. What gaps in 
human capital do we have in this economic recovery? 
If we do not have enough human capital, then the 
economic recovery will not take place. 

So, Mr. Speaker, those types of blueprints I 
think should be made public to the people of Bermuda 
so that we are all in this together and that we can 
support our immigration initiatives and expand our 
economy.  

Mr. Speaker, if you look at the global econo-
my, the IMF [International Monetary Fund] indicated 
that in 2021 the projected global growth (and this is 
from after the pandemic) is about 5.2 per cent, that is 
the global GDP growth. If I remember correctly, Ber-
muda’s projected GDP growth is 2.5 per cent. So we 
have a ways to go to be on the same plane as the 
average global growth rate. And I take the view that 
the Government’s recovery plan is the first step, but 
there is more work to be done. 

Mr. Speaker, we also need to recognise that 
we as a country need to do more with the US when it 
comes to tourism and capital. Because at the end of 
the day, what the COVID-19 pandemic has done in 
the US is basically encourage people to spend less, 

increase their savings by trillions of dollars and there 
is money ready to be invested. There is pent-up de-
mand for investment opportunities.  

There is pent-up demand for tourism. And if 
we are a safe environment for tourism and we are a 
safe environment for investments, and if we make in-
vestors feel welcome, if we are here to support their 
businesses, and encourage them to hire more Ber-
mudians and use more local services, and not work 
remotely from the US or from England—and this is 
where I commend the Government on their invest-
ment certificate, that is a step in the right direction. But 
we need more of those individuals in this country and 
we have to do more to get our story out.  

To me, once we have those items of industry 
here, all the others will follow. And so, Mr. Speaker, 
we as a country must show that we are really open for 
business and not continue with the historic protective 
measures that we have. We can ill afford it at this 
point in time.  

Mr. Speaker, as you will note, I mentioned in 
my Budget Debate there was the issue of the EU and 
tax harmonisation, and labelling us as a tax haven. 
More recently, we had the President of the United 
States in his address to the joint session of Congress, 
labelling Bermuda as a tax haven. And we were in his 
cross hairs. That does not help us. That does not en-
courage those titans of industry to come and invest in 
Bermuda. And so we need to do more to educate our 
friends to the west of us, Mr. Speaker. In fact, when 
I— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Then you might want to 
educate Vic Ball, too. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, as I said, 
when I read and heard the article, I took information 
that I had on Bermuda’s contribution to the US econ-
omy. I took information that the Minister of Finance 
had in regard to tax transparency treaties and sent it 
to one or two Congress people (Democratic Congress 
people) in Washington [D.C], and told them to make 
sure that your leader gets this information so that he is 
better informed. Because obviously in my mind, Mr. 
Speaker, he was not informed in regard to the role 
that Bermuda plays in the financial service industry 
and the impact that it has on the US Government from 
an insurance point of view [and] from a financial ser-
vice point of view.  

In addition, he did not understand what tran-
spired in this country in regard to tax transparency, 
FATF treaties, the IGA treaties, the TIEAs. These are 
all transparency tax treaties. There is nothing to hide 
there. As a banker, we tell clients it is transparency, 
tax transparency. We are unjustly targeted as a tax 
haven and we have to do more to address this. If not, 
you will see that our international business will be 
comprised to a degree. And I am doing my best to 
work with the BDA and other international local agen-
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cies and associations to help where I can to support 
the Minister and Government in getting out the mes-
sage to counter the allegations that Bermuda is a tax 
haven.  

Mr. Speaker, as you may recall, back in July I 
did a story myself on the steps that could be taken to 
address an economic recovery in Bermuda. We have 
started on this journey. Some of my recommenda-
tions, I will admit, have begun to [bear] fruit in regard 
to this Government. We had to look at the fiscal 
framework and balance the budget. And while balanc-
ing the budget, the issue that we need to address 
(and the Minister has not mentioned in his report) is 
the tax reform commission. The recommendations 
and actions and suggested actions could play an inte-
gral role in determining Bermuda’s fiscal framework 
going forward. The Minister has indicated that he 
wishes to balance the budget by 2023. Again, what 
roadmap do we have to get there? Because if we bal-
ance the budget we can come to grips with the in-
creasing debt that we have.  
 Another suggestion that we need to wrap our 
minds around is the issue of the infrastructure invest-
ment. I know that Minister Burch has outlined some of 
the infrastructure investments that he has made in this 
country and I support that initiative because no recov-
ery will begin without the investment and improvement 
in our infrastructure. It will be one of the keys to our 
economic recovery.  

As I said earlier, we need to address and fos-
ter trust and a real bond with our business community. 
We must continue to have an environment whereby 
the Government and the business community have 
respect for each other, not just “them” respecting “us” 
and “us” respecting “them,” because in some cases–– 
[and] I have learned this from my history in interna-
tional business––the mutual respect is not always 
there. So I take the view that we have to do more to 
cultivate the mutual respect between the international 
business, local business, and Government. It is a 
partnership that will form the cornerstone of Bermu-
da’s economic recovery. 

A lot has been said about our planning and 
regulations. And regulations [INAUDIBLE]. We also 
provide economic support, i.e., the deployment of tax-
es and business support. You will note that I had a 
parliamentary question on that this morning and it was 
answered by the Minister. And based on what I am 
hearing, that support is still needed and I think the 
Minister responsible for economic development and 
support has to continue with that until these business-
es get on their feet and are able to sustain themselves 
for a while, because we not out of the woods yet and 
this plan will take some time to come to fruition. And 
until then, they will need all the support that they can 
get.  

Talking about support, just today at lunch 
time, I went to a function and a gentleman said to me, 
I have been out of work and I just went back to work 

and I have only been paid and I have applied for sup-
port (this was for unemployment support) and I have 
only had two pay cheques. How am I supposed to live 
on that?  
 I said, Sir, did you fill out all your forms to 
make sure that everything was right and that your 
bank accounts were all straight? 
 He said, Yes. And I go into post office and the 
banks every week to see that my money is in. 

And it is becoming increasingly more difficult 
because of the time it takes to process all these sup-
port mechanisms.  
 A lot has been said about the digital infra-
structure. I think the digital infrastructure is going to be 
the way forward. And for it to succeed and for it to 
provide jobs to Bermudians there has to be an ad-
vanced training programme for most Bermudians, be-
cause right now most of the digital infrastructure, most 
of the digital business is occupied by expatriates. I am 
not saying all of them; I am saying most of them.  
 We have talked about digital gaming. Again, 
what does that mean? What does that look like? I 
spoke to one of the hotel developers and I said, So, 
you are getting your licence, or you have applied for 
the licence, and you will have digital gaming. So I 
said, What does that mean? What does that look like? 
If I came into your casino and asked you, ‘What does 
this digital gaming look like?’ . . . they could not give 
me an answer.  

They said, I don’t know. I’m waiting for the an-
swer. I am waiting for the answer! 
 And the same thing applies to these digital 
banks. I understand that we have a number of digital 
banks knocking at our doors. How will they operate? 
Will they be regulated like any other bank? How are 
we going to address solvency issues? How are we 
going to address KYC issues? And let me declare my 
interest, Mr. Speaker. I am a banker. I will say this: I 
am not against competition in the banking industry. 
But what I am against is an industry that will cause 
reputational risk to Bermuda. I am sure the Minister of 
Finance is also in that category.  
 And so when we look at these applications for 
digital banks, again, what will they look like? I know 
some of the international banks in New York and Lon-
don are beginning to tread down this road. And those 
larger markets are beginning, in essence, to provide 
an infrastructure that can regulate those types of 
banks. Are we there yet? I think, yes, the industry 
needs to be regulated. And is the industry working 
closely with the BMA to ensure that the regulations for 
the digital banks are world class and [will] protect con-
sumers and [will] protect our reputation as a jurisdic-
tion and [will] protect the investors?  
 The other opportunity that I see that this Gov-
ernment can entertain is promoting Bermuda’s nature-
based investments and preserving our natural capital. 
We can provide financial solutions and resources to 
support our marine economy, our blue economy and 
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other nature-based solutions. Again, this is part of the 
green initiative. But again, we can protect and find 
opportunities for the natural resources that we have in 
this country. We have spoken quite a bit, Mr. Speaker, 
about tourism and hospitality. The BDA is on its way. 
We met with them in the PAC [Public Accounts Com-
mittee] and we have an outline of some of their plans. 
Obviously they were restricted by the capital they lost 
because of COVID-19, but they have a plan they are 
working on and I am confident that they will be on 
track to bear results similar to those they have provid-
ed in the past.  
 Mr. Speaker, another opportunity that we in 
the Opposition think could be considered for this 
country is the arts and the creative sector. We have 
many Bermudians overseas in theatre, many Bermu-
dians overseas in singing and entertainment, many 
Bermudians overseas in the jewellery business and 
design business. Many Bermudians overseas are in 
the art history, Sotheby's, the auction business, the 
galleries in London, the galleries in New York. If we 
make that industry more attractive for Bermudians, 
some of our young folks overseas will come back 
home because there will be a market for them and an 
industry for them to thrive and live on.  
 I think other opportunities [include] enhancing 
the senior care programmes that we have in this 
country. We, as you know, have an ageing population. 
And with this ageing population support is required. I 
know that I have an 89-year-old father and I have 
people who come to help him because he is by him-
self, he and my brother. But, Mr. Speaker, other peo-
ple need similar support. I am finding many people my 
age or maybe five years younger are in the same sit-
uation. So what we need to do is provide support to 
caregivers so that families can take care of their loved 
ones at home instead of putting them in institutions.  

I actually went to a doctor with a friend of 
mine who has a senior parent. The doctor said to my 
friend, It’s good that you can keep your parent at 
home because they fare much better at home around 
the family and it is healthier for them. And so there is 
another opportunity that the Government can examine 
going forward to ensure that the unpaid caregivers are 
supported and recognised and somehow can be cov-
ered from a remuneration point of view.  
 The other issue that I think we need to ad-
dress is the philanthropic areas. There are a lot of 
charities in this country. A lot of charities that have 
good causes: helping our young people, helping bro-
ken families, helping the environment, helping in the 
education, helping in career development, helping in 
family crisis centres. They play a vital role in sustain-
ing a positive environment, a positive economic envi-
ronment. And as a consequence, we need to do more 
as a Government to support the philanthropic sector 
within our community so that our economy operates 
with no one falling between the cracks because the 

philanthropic sector can help provide the support that 
they may not be able to get or may not afford to get.  
 Another issue that I think we need to address 
is the unemployment of young people and providing 
them with support programmes that guarantee jobs. 
And I know that we do that in Workforce Development 
to a degree, but we need to have more mentorship 
programmes [and] work placement programmes. We 
need to help them in regard to the economy. A lot of 
young people are hustling. They may take two or 
three jobs to make it work, and sometimes that is by 
choice. And so we need to help them out. And I think 
a lot of them are not employed. They are contract 
workers. They are like the gig economy. And so we 
need to make sure that they are protected and that 
the gig economy for these young people moves for-
ward. Because a number of our young people are 
more entrepreneurial than we ever were. They are 
risk-takers. So we have to provide them with the sup-
port like we would provide any other entrepreneurial 
industry that we have in this country. 
 The other issue is work-place changes and 
patterns. I think the Government and businesses 
should get together to look at the format of the work-
place going forward. I think that the old work environ-
ment that we have had in the past has changed and 
will never be what it was before—working from home, 
flexitime, and good working security, support from a 
remote access. I know people who were sent home in 
March. They had a desktop at their work and at home 
and they were equipped to work from their office and 
at home, 24/7. And so then you have the issue of 
work-life balance. So, again, we need to look at legis-
lation that will address employment and workplace 
changes that have resulted because of the change in 
work patterns that we find in this new COVID-19 envi-
ronment.  
 Mr. Speaker, as for the report, generally, I 
have just a few final comments. A lot of people as a 
result of COVID-19, and to a lesser degree before 
COVID-19, have complained continuously about the 
cost of doing business and the cost of living in Ber-
muda. Mr. Speaker, you know that there was recent 
discussion in the media about the minimum wage and 
the cost-of-living wage. I think that is a very interesting 
discussion and a very interesting debate. But the is-
sue needs to be addressed. I have a number of young 
people who are moving to England because they can-
not afford to live in Bermuda. We have seniors who 
are saying, Thank you. I have had a very good career 
in Bermuda. I am moving to the US . . . I am moving to 
Canada . . . I am moving to South America . . . I am 
moving to England because my money goes [further], 
and financially I can have a better quality of life. And 
there goes the capital, [leaving Bermuda]. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we need to address the cost 
of living in this country—the cost of groceries, the cost 
of clothing, we need to address the cost of living. Be-
cause, again, without addressing the issue we will see 
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the flight of some of our Bermudians and some of our 
expatriate workers who are here.  

The other issue I think we need to address, 
Mr. Speaker, is the entrepreneurship and the young 
businesspeople. You see a number of new industries 
popping up because of young entrepreneurs. I support 
them 100 per cent. I support their creativity. But most 
of them have indicated that they require so much capi-
tal to get into the business and once they are in the 
business, the costs are exorbitant. They struggle with 
the payroll taxes. They struggle with their health in-
surance. They struggle with the social insurance, and 
they struggle with access to capital.  

Mr. Speaker, I think it is time that Bermuda 
again makes itself more attractive to venture capital-
ists, or venture capital funds or private capital funds, 
because these are the investors who are looking for 
private investments to help businesses. I mean, I am 
looking at [the] Bank of Butterfield, when they had 
their challenges. They had a private equity firm come 
in, invest in it, turn around and out they went. Why 
can’t we have something similar for our small busi-
nesses, for our young entrepreneurs, who need ac-
cess to capital? That same structure could somehow 
be available to our young entrepreneurs so that they 
can help drive this engine for our recovery and also 
benefit economically. 

So, Mr. Speaker, those are my main com-
ments. As I said, I read the report. I looked at the so-
called “guardrails.” I have looked at the modelling that 
was presented in the report. I have looked at the pro-
jections that I understand, but I would encourage the 
Minister to repackage some of that information so that 
the man on the street can see himself participating in 
this economic rebirth, in this economic renaissance. 
Because if you gave that report to the average man 
on the street, I would go out on a limb and say that 
they will not understand it to the degree that we would 
like. And they will probably say, Where do I fit in this 
rebirth? Because I cannot see myself fitting in.  

That is the challenge that we have. We are 
speaking at macro level, and if we want our economy 
and our people to come on board with us, we must 
speak their language. They must see a place for 
themselves in this economic renaissance. And if they 
see a place, they will work together and support our 
initiatives.  

So, Mr. Speaker . . . oh, one more thing. I 
would just like to address a couple of comments made 
by the Minister of the Cabinet Office on medical tour-
ism. This is an interesting phenomenon. I know this 
topic has been off and on the agenda for the past 20 
years that I have been in the House of Assembly. We 
have one hospital. I know that the Cayman [Islands] 
has the hospital called Health City. It is a private hos-
pital. And it is owned by Mr. Shetty. I think he owns 
that hospital. And so the model that the Government 
is using for medical tourism, and I am asking as a 
question, Will they just use our hospital where we 

have capacity issues now? Or would it make sense to 
find an investor to look at the hospital and possibly 
have one . . . and if I remember correctly, there was a 
gentleman who was possibly interested in having a 
medical tourism place down at Southside for a hospi-
tal. Obviously it did not pan out. I think what we need 
to do if we are serious about having medical tourism, 
is partner with investors in that industry.  

Go to where they are, go to the conferences, 
go to the symposiums where the investors are looking 
for the opportunities in medical tourism. I am not con-
vinced (is the best word I can say) that medical tour-
ism will work with our existing hospital because of the 
way it is structured and because of the capacity chal-
lenges that it currently faces. I have been to the hospi-
tal down in Cayman. And I will give you a taste as to 
what it looks like.  

It is very institutionalised. They specialise in 
orthopaedics, cardiology, endocrinology, neurosurgery 
and a few others. All the doctors and surgeons that I 
met when I was there were from Southeast Asia—
Indian, Sri Lankan—well-qualified individuals. They 
knew their stuff. They knew their business. Undenia-
bly. Unquestionably. But there were not many locals 
working in that hospital.  

I have been advised, and I was advised dur-
ing the tour that procedures are much cheaper in their 
hospital than in most hospitals in Cayman or the US. 
And that is why they were attractive to a number of 
insurance companies and a number of individuals who 
can afford it. But having said that, Mr. Speaker, only 
40 per cent of their patients are from overseas. Sixty 
per cent of their patients are from the Cayman Is-
lands, and primarily are individuals of high net worth 
who live in the Cayman Islands. Because Cayman 
has that private hospital which is Health City and I 
think one or two other public hospitals. 

So, again, if we are going to go down this 
route I would encourage the Government to look at 
possibly using a footprint that we already have and 
have the investor invest in a new infrastructure and 
leave our hospital as is because we currently have 
capacity problems sometimes at the hospital at the 
best of times.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, on that note I would like 
to thank the Minister for his presentation and for allow-
ing me the opportunity to make a contribution to this 
Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Opposition Leader. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Hayward.  

Minister Hayward, how are you, sir? You have 
got your 30 minutes on the clock.  
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Hon. Jason Hayward: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, we are here to 
discuss an important topic and that is Bermuda’s Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan. I am thankful for you allowing 
me the time to have intervention in this debate today. 
 You would note that the plan has two distinct 
features. One is a fiscal plan. The second is initiatives 
that we need to implement as a Government to sup-
port our economic recovery initiatives and strategy. 
Mr. Speaker, what we are looking at here is having 
initiatives that support economic development that 
lead to economic growth, and initiatives that support 
economic growth that lead to economic development.  

Now, economic growth and economic devel-
opment are two distinct items. But one is looking at it 
from a very high level and seeing how there are in-
duced and direct impacts on the economy and one is 
driving more from the development of the bottom up, 
which would also lead to expansion of our economy. 
And I think that is what this plan seeks to achieve. It 
seeks to look at this from both angles—the economic 
growth angle and economic development angle.  

My role in this debate is to outline some of the 
initiatives that the Ministry of Labour is associated with 
as it pertains to the Economic Recovery Plan. The aim 
of the Ministry of Labour is to support economic 
growth and ultimately this will lead to the expansion of 
jobs.  

We want to see an expansion of jobs. We 
want to see an expansion of opportunities. We want to 
see expansion of entrepreneurship. We want to see 
increased revenues to the Government. And all of this 
to support our local community. At the end of this plan 
what we should see is a better quality of life for the 
people who live, work and reside in Bermuda.  
 One major initiative that we have we begun to 
implement is the Economic Investment Certificate. Mr. 
Speaker, this certificate requests a minimum invest-
ment of $2.5 million into our economy. And this af-
fords individuals the permission to reside in Bermuda 
indefinitely. It is good for Bermuda because it is de-
signed to stimulate economic activity. If one invests 
$2.5 million in Bermuda, it will have a direct benefit 
and then it would have indirect and induced benefits. 
It also will create an environment, depending on 
where the investment was made, for job creation. But 
it markets Bermuda as a place for individuals to reside 
and do business as well. It is one of those policies that 
allows immigration to harness its toolkit to directly 
support economic growth and directly support eco-
nomic development.  
 Mr. Speaker, there are number of ways in 
which one can obtain a Residential Certificate. The 
most popular way at this time is through the acquisi-
tion of land. We also encourage investments directly 
into government facilities. We want to see investments 

into our third sector and our charities. And then we 
would want to see persons who want to invest in busi-
ness opportunities in Bermuda, and not just invest but 
expand business opportunities in Bermuda and the 
type of businesses that will open our economy. I 
would say that this programme is going extremely 
well.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to report that this 
week I was able to sign the first two Economic In-
vestment Certificates. We saw over $14 million in-
vested in our economy. What was more encouraging 
about those investments was that when the dialogue 
happens between the Bermuda Development Agency 
and the prospective applicant, there were further 
commitments for further investments and there were 
conversations as to how these persons can further 
invest in Bermuda. And so the investments just do not 
dry up with the initial investment. These individuals 
will continue to contribute to our society, contribute to 
our economy and this is the desired outcome of the 
policy.  
 This is all around the framework of us having 
an understanding of how we support expansion of our 
residential population to drive more economic activity 
within our society. And another measure that we put in 
place is how we use flexible, temporary residency to 
inject a greater level of activity within our economy. 
And so another example, Mr. Speaker, is the one-year 
“Work from Bermuda Residential Certificate.” Thus far 
we have had over 900 applications with well over 700 
of those individuals being approved to live, work from 
and reside in Bermuda. These individuals contribute 
to daily life in Bermuda. They purchase from our 
stores. They purchase services that are provided in 
our economy. There are some individuals who have 
embarked on philanthropy within our economy. There 
are some individuals who have decided that they want 
Bermuda to be a more permanent location for them-
selves or their business and they are looking to start 
up businesses in Bermuda. They are looking to pur-
chase property in Bermuda. But, more importantly, 
this particular policy was utilised to offset our declining 
population, number one. Number two, [to offset] the 
reduction in our tourism [numbers] over the last 18 
months. This is what happens when we can positively 
use immigration policy to better serve the wider Ber-
muda.  
 We have also seen where persons have ini-
tially come and then they look to relocate their families 
here, and have their children participate in our 
schools, both public and private. And so what we see 
is a new injection of energy into our economy by har-
nessing our immigration policy. And it does provide 
economic return—the economic return we need to 
support our economic recovery. The economic return 
that we need to support the retention of jobs within our 
economy. And so it is clear this is an effective policy 
that is working and is a policy that we will continue 
with.  
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 Mr. Speaker, we also made the decision to 
expand the amount of time our tourists can stay from 
90 days to 180 days. We now see tourists requesting 
to stay in Bermuda on an annual basis. These per-
sons are not afforded the opportunity to work in Ber-
muda, but certainly are afforded the opportunity to 
reside in Bermuda. And like the one-year “Work from 
Bermuda Residential Certificate” holders, these indi-
viduals also contribute to daily life in Bermuda. [They] 
also contribute to our economy. And this is what hap-
pens when we use immigration as a tool to better 
support economic growth and the expansion of jobs.  
 We want to see expansion of our residential 
population from other lands. But we also have to talk 
about retention of our current residential population. In 
the Speech from the Throne the Government commit-
ted to providing a framework for our long-term resi-
dents to secure some sort of residential permanency 
in Bermuda. And we are working towards trying to find 
an avenue where long-term residents can continue to 
live [and] contribute to our economy, but also find 
some level of security so that they can also invest fur-
ther within our economy.  

I have spoken with a number of persons who 
are holding off either on business start-ups or property 
or investment in our economy in other ways because 
they have not secured a level of permanency. And so 
if persons have demonstrated that they have contrib-
uted to Bermuda for a number of years we will be 
looking at measures as to how we can provide a 
framework for them to secure residential permanency. 
And it is not just focusing on that individual, but it is 
more or less how those persons can better support 
our economy which better supports our aim to have 
Bermudians enjoying a better quality of life, to have 
Bermudians having more opportunities as it pertains 
to jobs and things of that nature.  
 Mr. Speaker, when we look at labour market 
developments, we know that we have somewhat of an 
uphill battle. Since the health care crisis has translat-
ed into somewhat of an economic crisis, we have 
seen a contraction of jobs in the majority of our indus-
trial sectors within our economy. 

So Government embarked on a journey to put 
in place a reemployment and reintegration strategy. 
We have a strategic plan that talks about how we fa-
cilitate ease of providing education training and em-
ployment opportunities for unemployed Bermudians. It 
is our aim to have Bermudians equipped to transfer 
back into the workplace with some level of ease. But 
we know that we cannot do it alone. And so the previ-
ous people talk about how we need to harness the 
relationship between our business community and 
that is what we are doing.  

From the standpoint of the Ministry of Labour, 
we are working directly with industry to support great-
er opportunities for Bermudians to return to the work-
place. We already had a pool of persons on financial 
assistance. We see expansion of those persons who 

actually are requiring that social protection. But it is 
not good enough to provide those persons with social 
protection. So what we have done is embark on a 
journey where every able-bodied person on financial 
assistance will have personal employment plans. We 
will work with those individuals to provide a suite of 
services that will get that person positioned to take 
advantage of job opportunities.  

Mr. Speaker, we have worked with employ-
ment agencies. We have worked with large employ-
ers. We have partnered intra-ministry. We have part-
nered with other ministries to see how we can facili-
tate their level of on-the-job training, and also how we 
can provide services to persons who need a level of 
employment services to get back into the job market. 
We have also provided various specified training [in] 
hospitality management, business management, train-
ing in Allied Health professions, information technolo-
gy, vocational training, and trades training. We recog-
nise that this is required to get our people in a position 
to take advantage of opportunities that exist.  

We have ongoing services provided to indi-
viduals because that is what is required to support 
economic recovery, human development, develop-
ment of our human resources so that they can take 
advantage of the opportunities that exist within our 
economy.  

You will note that the Ministry made the deci-
sion to close 41 additional job categories. That was 
directly designed to create opportunity for Bermudians 
to become gainfully employed in those occupational 
categories without the competition of foreign labour. 
And so it is important when we look at our initiatives 
that we do have that we do not look at these initiatives 
in isolation, but that we look at these initiatives under 
the framework of a business scheme and that is sup-
porting our local population to take advantage of op-
portunities which support economic recovery so that 
the majority of the persons who are in Bermuda, at the 
end of the day, can enjoy a better quality of life. And 
so I encourage anybody who is unemployed to con-
tact the Department of Workforce Development, sub-
mit your résumé, and take advantage of the training 
that is being provided.  

Specifically, within that framework of the na-
tional employment strategy is a youth employment 
strategy. We had our first cohort of graduate training 
which provided skill set development centred around 
individuals developing their own personal and individ-
ual brand, training centred around emotional intelli-
gence and the way in which those individuals com-
municate within the workplace, cultural awareness 
centred around diversity and inclusion, and office eti-
quette, the soft skills that are required to continue to 
remain on a job after you get into that workplace. But 
this is what is required. We need more on-the-job 
training opportunities and we have done a lot of spon-
sorship and we will continue to work with employers to 
have more on-the-job training opportunities available.  
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We are looking to the National Training Board 
to expand our apprenticeship programmes. Appren-
ticeship programmes allow persons to work in a de-
sired occupation of choice and receive on-the-job 
training and also a higher level of education as it per-
tains to that occupational category. That is what we 
need. We need to ensure that we are investing in our 
young people so that our young people can take ad-
vantage of opportunities. 

But then there are also some young persons 
who have already demonstrated they have a compe-
tency by obtaining some level of education but lack 
the experience. And that is partially why we are push-
ing more and more on the on-the-job training, to get 
these individuals exposed in their desired occupation-
al groups so that employers can see the value that 
they can offer. And I am pleased to report that a num-
ber of graduates in our first cohort have been retained 
by employers after they were able to show the em-
ployers the value that they are able to contribute.  

And so part of this plan is not just high level, 
macro level initiatives. These initiatives are directly 
designed to support persons on financial assistance, 
directly designed to support unemployed individuals, 
directly deigned to support our young persons. And 
we have continued with scholarships, we have contin-
ued with our summer employment programmes and 
we will continue to work toward expanding our pro-
gramme offerings in the second phase of our 
reemployment and reintegration strategy.  

But while we are all working on people to get 
back into the job market, there is still a need to sup-
port persons who are locked out of the job market fi-
nancially. And thus far this Government has spent 
over $65 million in providing unemployment benefits 
and supplemental unemployment benefits directly to 
help those persons who have been displaced from the 
workforce. We have also increased the grant funding 
for financial assistance to support the additional fami-
lies who are now on financial assistance.  

We need a better short-term mechanism than 
the one we have, and the solution is a national unem-
ployment insurance programme. We are doing work 
on ensuring that we have a fully funded and properly 
administered programme. We have reached out to the 
ILO [International Labour Organization] and the Car-
ibbean Regional Technical Assistance Centre to see if 
they can provide technical support to the Government 
of Bermuda. It is our aim to ensure that we have an 
unemployment insurance programme in place so that 
there is an automatic social protection in place for 
persons when they become displaced from the work-
force. In the meantime, we will continue to support 
persons through financial assistance, through the 
supplemental unemployment benefit and through the 
employment benefits that we offer.  

We recognise the importance of these social 
protections because social protections ensure that 
persons do not slip further into poverty or too far into a 

position that they cannot recover from. And so it is 
about us playing our part as a Government and as a 
society to support those who need that particular as-
sistance. Many Bermudians, and also our guest work-
ers, have benefitted from the social protections we 
have put in place. When we hear people saying that 
we are not doing anything for Bermudians on the 
ground, that is one programme that we can stand 
boldly behind and say, We have provided the neces-
sary social protections. And, yes, there are stories 
where people can highlight where payments have 
been late; there are $65 million [worth] of other stories 
that can be told where these interventions were pro-
vided at a critical time to support our population when 
they were in need. And that is part of our recovery 
plan, ensuring that we continue to support social pro-
tections moving forward.  

Another critical part is that when they get into 
the workplace we remove the ability for employers to 
pay poverty wages to these individuals. And so, yes, 
we are working on a minimum living wage regime. I 
am pleased that the Wage Commission was able to 
provide the first report on the minimum age as pre-
scribed by the Wage Commission Act. They are to 
provide a second report. I know that the Wage Com-
mission did say it may be a year [in coming]. I am go-
ing to ask that this report be submitted within the next 
six months because we want to ensure that persons 
are making dignified wages and persons can sustain a 
decent quality of life through employment in Bermuda.  

This is not political posturing. This is not pon-
tification. We want to promote fair compensation for 
employees; that is our desire. We want to improve 
people’s quality of life; that is our desire. We want to 
prevent further exploitation of workers; that is our de-
sire. We want to prevent working families from being 
below the poverty line. This is us providing a safety 
net through employment for persons so that when we 
do get to a place of economic prosperity, they can 
enjoy a quality of life similar to other citizens within 
this country.  

Mr. Speaker, when we look at it through the 
lens of what the Ministry of Labour is actually doing, 
we want to reform our financial assistance system as 
well and we are doing specific work toward that par-
ticular [goal]. This is directly to help the people of 
Bermuda who need the most assistance during this 
time. While we talk about the things we do, we have a 
three-pillar reform of immigration strategy: 1) ensure 
that we provide protections to Bermudians; 2) ensure 
that we have retention of our current residential popu-
lation; and 3) seek ways to see how we can expand 
our residential population. 

And moving forward we will see a number of 
policy measures that are in alignment with those three 
pillars.  

When we talk about one pillar in isolation, 
persons say, Well, what are you doing to support 
Bermudians? So it should be noted that the first pillar 
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is to ensure that there is a protection of opportunities 
for Bermudians underneath our strategy. But in future 
statements I will elaborate further in terms of the items 
that fall under the umbrella of immigration reform. So 
perhaps persons can be more confident in supporting 
these initiatives that we need to implement to boost 
our economy, to support economic recovery, to sup-
port economic growth that supports economic devel-
opment, and economic development that supports 
economic growth, to support the expansion of jobs, to 
support the expansion of opportunities, to support the 
expansion of entrepreneurship to increase govern-
ment revenue so that Bermudians can enjoy a better 
quality of life.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to 
present this brief intervention into today’s debate.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I would like to make a con-
tribution if that is okay with you. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. It sounds like Minister Scott. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Scott, you have your 30 
minutes. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Seeing as though you are from Somerset, God’s 
country— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, no dispute there. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I believe that you probably 
know the Bible better than anyone else I know. 
 
The Speaker: Well— 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, maybe not. Maybe 
the Deputy Speaker, who may or may not have an 
autographed copy— 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: But I digress. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: But, Mr. Speaker, for those 
who may not be as familiar with the Good Book as us, 
Genesis chapter 1 speaks to the seven days in which 
everything was created amongst the heavens and 
earth. Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not actually want to 
speak about all seven days, because I only have 30 
minutes, I just want to focus on the first three days.  

You see, the first day light was created. The 
second day the sky was created. And on the third day 
dry land, seas, plants and trees were created. And so, 
Mr. Speaker, the Oxford Dictionary defines the word 
“environment” as the surroundings or conditions in 
which a person, animal or plant lives or operates. So 
one could say that God created the environment we 
live in in the first three days.  

Mr. Speaker, my reason for drilling down on 
the creation story is because governments are re-
sponsible for creating environments as well. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, let me be clear. I am not in any way compar-
ing or contrasting government to God. But what I am 
doing is illustrating how Herculean of a task the crea-
tion of an environment, the surroundings, the condi-
tions of which one lives and operates in is. So, Mr. 
Speaker, actually, anyone can create an environment 
but to create an environment in which residents can 
thrive, where one can be successful or, at the very 
least, provide the majority with equal opportunity in 
which to be successful, that is difficult. That takes skill. 
That takes integrity and that takes time.  

And it is the intricacies needed that will ensure 
that the goal is achieved. That is the true test of a 
government. Mr. Speaker, unlike the creation story, 
there is no one person, no one entity that is responsi-
ble for the creation of such an environment. It takes a 
team of individuals, all focused on the same goal, and 
leveraging, wielding their individual God-given talents.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, on this road to economic 
recovery, the Ministry of Transport is focused on work-
ing toward the creation of an environment that pro-
motes and assists the country’s economic recovery 
via land, sea and air.  

So, Mr. Speaker, being that the sky was 
formed on the first day, and on day two of the creation 
story, let’s stop there, Mr. Speaker. When we talk 
about air and transport, I cannot help but talk about 
our air service development strategy, our new routes. 
As I said earlier today, the first new flight from the 
Azores begins next week. We continue to explore op-
portunities in the Caribbean and the Far East. Be-
cause remember, the Ministry has a mantra, has a 
focus, has a goal of serving the underserved in our 
community. And while speaking about our community, 
we are using the various nationalities that reside on 
Island to determine which new non-stop routes, which 
new non-stop destinations to explore.  

We have already created the Azores Airlines 
non-stop flight to Azores which helps keep our Portu-
guese nationals in contact with friends [and] family 
from their country. We are currently working on the 
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Caribbean as we have a very large Caribbean-based 
population. And next on our list, [also] very advanta-
geous, will be to help facilitate non-stop service or 
routes that will help make traveling for our Indian and 
Filipino nationals a lot easier.  

And now, Mr. Speaker, air routes are not just 
an opportunity for tourism, but also for entrepreneurs 
and small business owners, because it opens them up 
not just to new destinations, but to new markets. It 
allows for our entrepreneurs to go and scout ahead. 
This is why the Ministry is letting you know where we 
are going and why we are going there because it al-
lows you go and scout ahead so that you can look, 
because every country that we are servicing, that we 
will have new routes to, is a manufacturing country. 
They manufacture products there so therefore our 
small businesses and entrepreneurs can go and look 
to see if they can become representatives of those 
manufacturers of those products, goods and services 
here on Island.  

So, Mr. Speaker, entrepreneurs and owners 
will be able to create supply chains. Because do not 
think we are going to stop at the air routes. We are 
going to then, after the air routes get established, we 
will be establishing shipping routes. That is the way 
the supply chain gets created. That is where they are 
able to find new customers in a larger and more di-
verse marketplace for goods and services. 

And, Mr. Speaker, let’s not forget that air visi-
tors spend more than cruise visitors. And for some 
time our cruise visitors have outpaced that of air visi-
tors and we have created an environment—and I am 
saying “we” meaning this administration, this current 
Ministry of Transport team has created an environ-
ment in which we can restore more of a balance, and 
that is done through homeporting. And now that we 
are on to homeporting, that brings us to day three of 
the creation story, Mr. Speaker.  

And for those who do not follow the Good 
Book, on day three the ocean and dry land were cre-
ated. And so, Mr. Speaker, with homeporting, when it 
was first announced, I read the comments. Normally I 
do not, but I read the comments in the Royal Gazette. 
I read the comments in Bernews. And there were per-
sons in the community who left comments under the 
article and some of them said things like, Pie in the 
sky. Never going to happen. I will believe it when I see 
it. And for those persons who left those comments, 
those who will believe it when they see it, I encourage 
you to take a drive down Harbour Road. I encourage 
you to take a drive along Front Street. I encourage 
you to take a drive along Burnaby Hill, and take a look 
to your left when you are on Front Street. Take a look 
to your right when you are on Harbour Road, and you 
will see a homeporting cruise ship sitting in Hamilton 
Harbour—a ship that has already gone to Dockyard 
and put on four tons of fuel, put on food and provi-
sions, already spending money, already providing 

economic impact and infusing money into our econo-
my.  

Mr. Speaker, the homeporting initiative is pro-
jected to generate $20 million in economic impact. It 
will create and has created approximately 60 new 
part-time jobs. And on June 15th when it does its first 
revenue booking, or revenue cruise, it will have 
touched directly and indirectly every sector of our 
hospitality and transportation industry and provided 
benefits for hotels, from guests who are doing pre- 
and post-stays, to the entrepreneurs and the small 
business owners who are going to be impacted and 
see benefits through the short excursions and ser-
vices that are provided and subscribed to. And let us 
not forget our public service vehicles, Mr. Speaker: 
our taxis, minibuses and limos. 

Speaking of public service vehicles, and in re-
lation to the creation story, that brings us to the land 
aspect, Mr. Speaker. The Ministry will soon embark on 
the creation of a public service vehicle environment 
which encourages and supports owners and operators 
to be financially successful while simultaneously 
providing a better quality of service for customers. 
And this will be done by removing certain restrictions, 
removing certain obstacles and barriers to entry into 
this industry, which is one that is most lucrative and is 
unofficially valued at $60 million.  

This environment should lend itself to promot-
ing persons whom we consider entrepreneurs and 
having them promoted to small [sized] business own-
ers. Those who are currently small [sized] business 
owners, through the success of this new environment 
that they will be operating in, should be able to transi-
tion to become medium [sized] business owners. And 
Mr. Speaker, that should help create a nation of own-
ers. For far too long we have relied on outside entities. 
We have relied on outside forces to allow us to be 
successful, to give us a chance. No, that stops now! 
That stops here!  

This Economic Recovery Plan is allowing 
Bermudians, small [sized] business owners, [and] en-
trepreneurs to be a nation of owners, to create and 
forge their own destiny, to be their own boss, and to 
enjoy their own successes.  

Mr. Speaker, another thing that has been 
holding us back has been the framework of our trans-
portation system. Mr. Speaker, the framework of our 
transportation system was founded back in 1951. In 
1951, Mr. Speaker, my father was 11 years old. And a 
new car cost $1,500. We are relying on the foundation 
or the framework that was put in back then to operate 
a modern transportation system now, and that is not 
sufficient. And that is why part of the Economic Re-
covery Plan has a modernisation [plan] when it comes 
to the Ministry of Transport. It has us modernising 
transportation through digital fare media which will 
allow for real-time ridership data. That real-time rid-
ership data will allow us to have a more effective, 
more efficient, more consistent bus service. 
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And while we are talking about bus service, 
we will now be transitioning from the old diesel buses 
to new electric buses. And at no time will any of the 
current DPT [Department of Transportation] workers 
be made redundant, and at no time have we reduced 
our training budget. We are going to train and skill our 
people to be able to operate in a modern transporta-
tion society, in this modern environment that we are 
going to be creating. And the customer will be able to 
enjoy Wi-Fi on the buses and on the ferries. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, what about those per-
sons who are differently abled and cannot go down or 
up a hill, do not have the ability to wait at a bus stop? 
We have not forgotten about them either. This envi-
ronment is inclusive of them as well. We will be creat-
ing a paratransit system, which means we will be cre-
ating a template, an environment in where those who 
are differently abled will still be able to have access to 
public service, which will be more of an on-demand 
service than anything. And so, therefore, this is going 
to once again create more jobs, increase the quality of 
life for persons within this community, persons who 
reside within these shores. 

But, Mr. Speaker, although I am the one that 
might be the face, I might be the one that you hear 
most of all when we talk about transportation and the 
Ministry of Transport, it is not just me, the Minister, 
responsible for the creation of this environment. I am 
supported by multiple teams and hundreds of individ-
uals. But I would be remiss if I did not mention those 
whom I work closest with who have been most in-
strumental in bringing these initiatives to fruition. Mr. 
Speaker, I am speaking of none other than Jasmin 
Smith, Theresa Ince, Terry Spencer, Roger Todd, 
Stacey Evans, Rudy Cann, Neville Tyrrell, Michael 
Weeks, Lovitta Foggo, Dennis Lister III, and Curtis 
Richardson.  

Mr. Speaker, these are the individuals who 
share the same passion for transportation and moving 
our country forward as I do. And Mr. Speaker, they do 
a very good job (so that I don’t get caught in using 
unparliamentary language). They do a phenomenal 
job of keeping me, I would say, on the rails, because I 
can get a little excitable from time to time. And so, Mr. 
Speaker, it would be remiss if I did not share their 
names to make sure that when you see this new envi-
ronment in transportation coming to fruition . . . and 
Mr. Speaker, this plan, this Economic Recovery Plan 
was debuted in March. We are 90 days in and we are 
already showing signs. We already have a cruise ship 
in our harbour. We already have new flights landing 
on our runways. So imagine what we can do over the 
next four to five years! Imagine where we will be, Mr. 
Speaker.  

So in closing, what I will tell the public and 
those who are listening in, especially my entrepre-
neurs and small [sized] business owners: Get ready! 
Make sure you have everything in place to take part in 
Bermuda’s business economic recovery over these 

next five years. We do not want you to get left behind. 
This is a renaissance, of sorts. This is a time when the 
“haves” can continue to have, but the “have-nots” 
need to have more. And we are creating an environ-
ment so that everyone can have more, so that every-
body has the same access and opportunity to be suc-
cessful as anybody else. And you do not have to rely 
on anybody else in order to be successful. 

A lot of the restrictions that we have seen over 
the last decade we are looking to responsibly remove. 
And as I said before, as you can see, this is not just 
talk. As the Member who took the floor before me, 
Minister Jason Hayward says, We are not just talking. 
We have already put action behind it. And Mr. Speak-
er, we just need everybody—small businesses, medi-
um businesses, entrepreneurs and the like—to take 
destiny into their own hands, participate in our econ-
omy, be a mover and a shaker in our economy. Look 
within to see what makes you tick. What are you pas-
sionate about? Figure out a way in which to make a 
living from it so that you will not have to work a day in 
your life.  

This is where we are. And in five years we will 
have a balanced budget, we will have a nation of 
owners, and we will have a majority of this country 
enjoying the quality of life that they do not just wish, 
they do not just deserve, but the quality of life that 
they have always wanted and dreamed of.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
An Hon. Member: Well said! 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Scott. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 Any other Member? 
 No other Member? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will 
speak. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Okay, Deputy Premier, you have the 
floor. You have your 30 minutes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, sir. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I am happy to have given space so a Mem-
ber of the Opposition could contribute to this very im-
portant debate, but as that is not the case I will myself 
give my submission.  
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Thank you for the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to 
speak on this very important debate around the Gov-
ernment’s Economic Recovery Plan. I am very 
pleased that the Finance Minister tabled the Motion so 
that we can talk to the people, talk to the House, talk 
to the community about what plans we have going 
forward, Mr. Speaker.  

This debate was preceded by submissions 
from two very Honourable Ministers, the Minister for 
the Cabinet Office who has outlined a number of very 
interesting initiatives, which I am sure he will talk more 
about in the coming weeks and months as they evolve 
and formulate. And also Minister Hayward who has 
himself, while he has been Minister of Labour, piloted 
a number of initiatives that have contributed to worth-
while opportunities for people to come to Bermuda 
and work from Bermuda, but also he has drilled down 
on how we are going to shape the job recovery of our 
own people here in Bermuda, which is a crucially im-
portant component of the recovery.  

There is no doubt that the recovery of the job 
sector in every key sector of this country, tourism and 
other related service sectors, [in which] Bermudians 
have been predominantly involved in have been, un-
fortunately, ravaged to some degree by the COVID-19 
experience. And certainly when it comes to our work-
ing population, the Minister of Labour has given that 
his ultimate focus and he gave a very clear submis-
sion around his initiative and what he is doing and his 
firm commitment to that. 
 Mr. Speaker, my area of Home Affairs is multi-
faceted and has a number of areas. I am very proud 
to have responsibility for a number of initiatives, at 
least five or so initiatives within the Economic Recov-
ery Plan that will be the focus of my Ministry going 
forward. We are focused on a number of things 
around the [Bermuda] National Space Strategy, 
around the telecommunications sector, the energy 
sector and also the marine sector and channelling the 
effort and also the opportunities that we need to 
shape to take advantage of economic recovery initia-
tives in these key sectors.  
 I will start first by listing some of the key areas 
that we are focusing on, Mr. Speaker. The [Bermuda] 
National Space Strategy. There are opportunities in 
the growing international global space economy that 
Bermuda can take advantage of. And if you can allow 
me, Mr. Speaker, [I would like] to read a particular 
point that I have gleaned from my own continuous 
research and information that is out there from the 
likes of Harvard University, Morgan Stanley and other 
major players in the global and academic community. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. You can read 
it. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Right now, in 2019, the esti-
mated value of the global space industry was $300-
plus million [sic]. And that is still the case now in that 

the estimated revenue generation in the global space 
industry . . . I’m sorry. [It is] $366 billion! Sorry! I mis-
quoted; I downed the number. Billion dollars, Mr. 
Speaker! Nearly $400 billion of revenue generation 
associated with the space industry. That is predicted 
to get to . . . by 2040 to be in the trillions.  

There are some key areas of focus in the 
space industry which are growing and developing, key 
areas such as telecommunications, such as Internet 
infrastructure. And these are areas that are of particu-
lar importance to Bermuda because we play a very 
important role (and I will speak more about that later) 
in the area of global telecommunications. We have at 
least three or four—three major subsea cables that 
transit through Bermuda that go from different parts of 
the world: South America, Europe, and North Ameri-
ca. So Bermuda already plays a crucial role in that.  
 What is happening in the satellite industry and 
the global space industry is going to augment that be-
cause there is a demand for the expansion of broad-
band. There is an expanding need for telecommunica-
tions services. There is expanding need, Mr. Speaker, 
for what is referred to as space-to-us services, ser-
vices where the monitoring of the planet is becoming 
crucial for the generation of data that is helping to 
manage different aspects of the global community. 
Our National Space Strategy is built around taking 
advantage of those opportunities, Mr. Speaker. 

But I will just move on from that because we 
have the subsea cable opportunities [and] the Nation-
al Space Strategy. We also are working on the crucial 
area of energy and developing opportunities that are 
in play that can aid in our efforts to diversify our ener-
gy sector which actually will contribute to inward in-
vestment and growth in that sector.  

One thing that needs to be understood about 
the energy sector, Mr. Speaker, is that renewable en-
ergy is where the growth is. That is where it is grow-
ing. Right now, Mr. Speaker, the reality is this: Pro-
ducing energy and generation through fossil fuel gen-
eration, is the most expensive way to create power 
right now. And that is a global fact. Right now renew-
able energy per kilowatt hour is either on par [or] in 
some cases cheaper to produce than [fossil fuel] en-
ergy. It is cheaper and a more worthwhile investment 
to invest in clean generation than it is to invest in fossil 
fuel generation.  

All investment is highly capitalised, but the re-
ality is that when the data is looked at, it is cheaper 
now to be investing in green energy. That is the direc-
tion Bermuda is going. It is also going to be much 
more worthwhile and sustainable for Bermuda to in-
vest in green energy, to move away from fossil fuel 
generation. That is how we are going to bring down 
the cost of energy and ultimately impact the cost of 
living. So we are focusing on the energy sector as an 
area of growth and opportunity for highly capitalised 
investment, job growth, and also high-skilled job 
growth and economic opportunity for Bermuda.  



1538  4 June 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

We are also looking at the ocean around us, 
Mr. Speaker, as a place where there is opportunity for 
growth and there is opportunity for investment. Right 
now, Mr. Speaker, when it comes to our space strate-
gy we are working with the Bermuda Business Devel-
opment Agency and the Regulatory Authority and we 
are focusing on a number of strategies that would in-
clude the selling of Spectrum for low-level satellite 
operations, and we are also working on developing a 
satellite registry service, as well as attracting compa-
nies here in the areas of risk and also other activities 
that will attract high-value jobs in Bermuda.  

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to the area of 
space, Bermuda has a long history, with NASA, in 
particular. And NASA is a very positive partner with 
Bermuda, not only with the fact that they are here 
monitoring space activity to the moon, around the 
earth, to Mars and beyond, but that relationship has 
also sprung opportunities that we have with develop-
ing relationships with the likes of SpaceX, with Blue 
Origin, and even Virgin Galactic who are all new play-
ers in the space industry, and others who are launch-
ing satellites. The issue of earth monitoring and earth 
observation is one of the growing sectors of space. 
And we have opportunities there because of Bermu-
da’s long legacy in space, our global proximity, and 
also [because] the commercial side of space is grow-
ing. Like I said before, [it is] $400 billion now, a trillion 
dollars in the not-too-distant future. So Bermuda has 
opportunities there that we can take advantage of. 

Linking that to subsea cables, Mr. Speaker, 
we have developed a framework through passing leg-
islation last year around subsea cables, we are now 
creating an opportunity for Bermuda to not only (as I 
have already spoken about) expand our space-related 
commercial opportunities but that is intricately linked 
to what is happening on the ocean floor with the ex-
pansion of transatlantic cables.  

There are definitely already major possibilities 
being observed there. We actually have a number of 
companies that have already been approaching the 
Government about landing cables in Bermuda. In par-
ticular, Mr. Speaker, we have one operator who I be-
lieve will look to run a cable from Europe through 
Bermuda . . . just a minor correction—Europe, Ber-
muda, US. So there is already an operator.  

And let us just be very clear here, Mr. Speak-
er, the level of capital that it requires to even be in this 
space is in the hundreds of millions of billions of dol-
lars. There is no company that is going to be laying a 
cable anywhere on the globe in the subsea area that 
does not have billions of dollars potentially available to 
invest. Now, I am not saying that those billions of dol-
lars are going to come here. What I am saying is that 
those are the types of companies that will look to 
Bermuda to invest in the opportunities that our subsea 
cable framework provides. And they are already park-
ing up. They are already investigating and they are 

already looking at how they are going to file an appli-
cation to Bermuda.  

We are working with the Regulatory Authority. 
We have developed a one-stop shop approach to this, 
which is very attractive to that industry which does not 
like to deal with too much red tape and looks for juris-
dictions where they can land cables on land without 
dealing with some of the heavy regulatory bureaucra-
cy that they have to put up with when they are landing 
or dealing with Europe or certainly North America.  

Mr. Speaker, moving on, one of the other are-
as that is exciting, and which I spoke about before, is 
energy. There are real opportunities, Mr. Speaker, in 
energy for Bermuda. The future is in diversification. 
We have been well served over the past 100 years by 
the utility know as Bermuda Electric Light Company, 
Ascendant, and now I believe it is changing its name 
to Liberty. But the future now is with the diversification 
of the energy sector. And I am certain that the existing 
bulk generation utility, Liberty, will play a major role in 
that future. But the future is in diversification. And di-
versification means taking on different types of gener-
ation which will be renewables.  

We have an integrated resource plan, Mr. 
Speaker, which contemplates shaping our energy fu-
ture going forward because this is an effort that we 
can ill afford. If Bermuda is to be an affordable place 
to live for all of her residents, if it is to remain afforda-
ble for investment in business, to develop tourism and 
other very wonderful opportunities we have, we must 
have an affordable structure for operation and that will 
include energy.  

It is expensive now to operate and live in 
Bermuda. The cost of energy in Bermuda is one of the 
highest in the world, much less the region, and this is 
something that all islands actually are plagued with. 
We are not the only one. Energy costs are high here, 
and they are high as an Island jurisdiction because we 
cannot link up to other energy networks and diversify 
and have cheaper sources. Our sources are self-
contained, they are here and it is expensive to bring 
oil to this Island with the fluctuations in market prices 
to power our energy sector. So, we must diversify. We 
must become greener, cleaner, and cheaper. And the 
only way to do that is by investing in renewable ener-
gy. 

But we have a plan. We have a plan that is 
going to not only help with the huge capital invest-
ment, and the IRP [Integrated Resource Plan] is what 
has been placed to do that, and the IRP contem-
plates, Mr. Speaker, at a minimum, at a minimum level 
of investment nearly $300 million worth of economic 
opportunity of investment in energy. But we want to 
also focus on something a little bit smaller, which is on 
the average person who may not be able to afford the 
green energy panels or some other energy efficiency 
measures, Mr. Speaker.  

So, we are creating a green energy fund and 
we are titling that fund the Economic and Environmen-
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tal Justice Fund, because we want this fund to bring 
about equity and affordability and opportunity in ener-
gy. That means that we are creating and developing a 
fund structure that will bring in investment from the 
private sector, that will allow those investments to help 
support the average household with being able to de-
ploy green energy, as well as conservation and effi-
ciency measures. Not only with that Mr. Speaker, will 
be the jobs created as a result of that diversification.  

The diversification of energy sector means the 
diversification of jobs—jobs [for] people who will install 
the panels on the homes, people who will do the en-
ergy assessments, people who will do other things to 
bring about conservation and efficiency measures to 
our residences, to small businesses, to large busi-
nesses. Because this is where the growth and energy 
right now is [found], for bringing in and aggressively 
as a country pursuing renewable energy. 

We have seen an exciting project at the Pom-
pano Beach Resort. They have invested heavily in 
renewable energy, and we are looking for other major 
commercial operators and properties in the tourism 
sector to do the same. And also, we want our resi-
dents, our average everyday residents to benefit from 
the Green Revolution in energy. So, that is why this 
green energy Economic and Environmental Justice 
Fund is being created, to help bring that opportunity to 
the average house in Bermuda. And we are excited 
about this and we expect to be able to roll this fund 
out and at least a presentation around it before the 
end of the year, because we know that this is an area 
where many would like to invest. There are many 
people already in Bermuda committed to green ener-
gy, and we want to create a facility to bring that in-
vestment on Island. 

Another area that is important, Mr. Speaker, is 
the Blue Economy. The oceans around us are pre-
cious and important and have supported Bermuda’s 
development and her economic viability for centuries. 
It is only within perhaps the recent hundred years that 
we have actually focused solely on the land of Ber-
muda to generate our economic viability and our eco-
nomic opportunity. For most of the 400 or so years of 
our history, it was connected with the ocean, with 
shipping, with building shipping, with privateering, with 
involvement with a number of wars where Bermuda 
ship captains and Bermuda shipping moved cargo in 
and out of waters that were blockaded, so blockade 
running. Those are some of the things, as well as 
bringing foodstuffs to Bermuda from other parts of the 
world.  

Well, we have got to get back to ensuring that 
we can maximise the opportunity of the oceans 
around us. That is why we are working with the Ber-
muda Ocean Prosperity Programme, with the Waitt 
Foundation and even other foundations such as the 
Rocky Mountain Institute to actually work on opportu-
nities that we have in the Blue Economy. 

There are three areas that are key and crucial 
to this, Mr. Speaker. One has to do with fisheries, one 
has to do with blue tourism and one has to do with 
energy. Those are the three areas of focus that the 
Blue Economy is going to have and that we have op-
portunities within a marine environment to move for-
ward. That will bring about a growth in our economy, if 
we can use the ocean as a springboard for growing 
aspects of our economy. There are great tourism op-
portunities with the beautiful oceans around us. 

There are opportunities in the energy sector. I 
can tell you now, Mr. Speaker, and tell this House and 
the country that we already have potential possibilities 
with using our oceans to generate clean, affordable 
energy. There is actually a Bermudian partner right 
now who is a partner with a major international firm 
that is looking to bring a major ocean-based technolo-
gy here to Bermuda. That is going to be a part of it. 
We also are looking at possibilities around floating 
solar and floating wind—all energy opportunities that 
can actually help and we have our oceans to provide 
those opportunities. 

We also are looking at in the energy sector, 
as I will just jump back to that, Mr. Speaker, from Blue 
Economy, on projects that we can generate on Island, 
of a utility scale in energy that will allow local investors 
to participate as the lead investors and not bring peo-
ple from outside, but giving our local entrepreneurs in 
the energy sector and other sectors an opportunity to 
invest in the diversification of energy, clean energy for 
Bermuda. 

But going back to the Blue Economy, our fish-
eries (and I know that the Honourable Member Mr. 
Furbert touched on this earlier) are an area of oppor-
tunity. Within our 200 square mile zone, there are fish-
ing fishery opportunities. There are people who have 
already in Bermuda sought to invest in larger vessels 
that they can go out and fish and take advantage of 
the opportunities we have that could not only develop 
much more affordable access to fish on Island that is 
cheaper, but also potentially develop an export market 
with our fisheries in a responsible way consistent with 
international best practice. 

Now, there is the other area. As I said, there 
are three areas: tourism, energy and fisheries. So, 
within the Blue Economy those are the areas. There is 
one last area that I would like to touch on, Mr. Speak-
er, which is related to our economic development plan 
around the initiatives that my actual Ministry is re-
sponsible for, that is creating a regulatory sandbox. 
Bermuda must become to develop further a place of 
not only innovation as we have done in insurance, as 
we have done in tourism in the past, but we must be-
come an innovation place for technology.  

We know that FinTech is an area that we 
have been exploring, but there is also innovation in 
the energy sector that is available to Bermuda. We 
have the possibility of being somewhere that may be 
able to look at our ocean as a key generator of ener-
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gy. Not only is that exciting, Mr. Speaker, but if we can 
bring some of these innovative energy projects to 
Bermuda and too, Mr. Speaker, to be operable in 
Bermuda, we could potentially be 100 per cent pow-
ered by renewable energy by, potentially, 2040. Our 
goal is to be renewable primarily in the area of 80 [per 
cent] to 90 per cent by 2035, but we are pushing the 
envelope a little bit harder, because we believe that 
this is what is in the best interest of Bermuda.  

We could potentially have 100 per cent re-
newable energy generation in this country by 2040. 
Those are the sort of projects that is going to bring 
enormous investment because the Bermudians who 
are involved with the energy sector and particularly 
ones who at some point in the future we will know 
more about is bringing a major player to Bermuda who 
is going to deliver on a project that could potentially 
help us get to that 100 per cent. That is going to bring 
hundreds of millions of dollars of investment. As this 
project is piloted in Bermuda, it will bring an opportuni-
ty to create jobs around that project. It will bring ex-
citement and attention to Bermuda as an innovator 
internationally in the energy sector. 

Mr. Speaker, how much more time do I have 
left? 

 
The Speaker: It is now 6:09 and you finish at 6:15. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay, I have a little more time 
to talk. Well, that’s good. I am not going to say I am 
going to use it all. But Mr. Speaker, I am excited about 
the opportunities that within my Ministry and the Minis-
try team who have been working in this area have to 
contribute to Bermuda’s economic recovery. Like I 
said when I started, Mr. Speaker, there are five key 
areas that we are focusing on: Our national space 
strategy which itself is linked with technology and ed-
ucation and high value jobs and positioning Bermuda 
in line with our history, Mr. Speaker, with being asso-
ciated with the growing commercial space industry. 
Companies like SpaceX are already working with 
Bermuda, NASA and the European Space Agency. 
We want to expand our opportunities there to be an 
innovator in the area of space with space risk, with 
space sustainability and providing services to the 
growing space economy. 
 Telecommunications: Continue to play a ma-
jor role in telecommunications through the use of the 
UV light work and the growth and development in the 
transatlantic cable sector to expand broadband and 
data movement throughout the world. So, Bermuda 
has an opportunity now to be a part of that, and I can 
tell you, Mr. Speaker, our subsea cable framework is 
setting a buzz out in the global community of tele-
communications, and we are attracting the attention 
we need to make things happen. 
 Our green energy fund, you know, our green 
energy [Economic and] Environmental Justice Fund 
we believe will contribute to the goal of this govern-

ment bringing down the cost of living in Bermuda. 
Clean, affordable energy will help bring down the cost 
of living and the cost of investment by those who seek 
to invest in Bermuda. Producing energy through fossil 
fuel is the most expensive way to do this and as eve-
rybody complains about energy costs, the one major 
thing, Mr. Speaker, that will contribute to bringing 
down those costs is moving away from fossil fuels and 
embracing the green revolution. 
 Mr. Speaker, our oceans are our future, which 
is why through the development of the Marine Spatial 
Plan with our work with the Waitt Foundation and de-
veloping the Blue Economy focusing on blue tourism, 
energy around our oceans and expanding our fisher-
ies in a sustainable way are areas right now that as 
we go forward with the Government’s commitment to 
this development plan will help to ensure that Bermu-
da not only has a prosperous economic future but a 
clean, sustainable energy future and affordable future 
as well.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the op-
portunity for allowing me to do my presentation on this 
very exciting Economic Recovery Plan. I thank the 
Minister of Finance for bringing this Motion so that we 
can tell the country what we have planned. But it will 
not stop here. I am certain that we will take it on the 
road, Mr. Speaker, and talk more to our public about 
what our plans are for the future. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Does any other 
Member wish to make a contribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to say a few words. 
 
The Speaker: That sounds like MP Jackson. MP 
Jackson, you have your 30 minutes. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you very much.  

Before I start my few words, I do want to send 
out my appreciation and thanks once again to all of 
the essential workers who worked selflessly to keep 
our country safe and to keep us healthy during this 
critical time and I always want them to know just how 
much we appreciate their service. And to give credit to 
the Premier and the Minister of Health and the Minis-
ter of National Security for their hard work and the 
heads of department at the Bermuda Hospital and to 
Carika Weldon for what she has done in the lab. They 
have certainly given an awful lot to it. 

It begs to show the amount of effort it takes to 
launch something that we have never launched be-
fore. We see how there are so many new skills and so 
many new procedures and activities that we have to 
put into place when something absolutely brand new 
comes our way. And this Bermuda Economic Recov-
ery Plan certainly does have a selection of new indus-
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tries, new opportunities that have some complexities 
to them and so we are going to have to work that out.  

Now the Minister of Finance in his economic 
plan did mention and disclose the fact that we had a 
decade of low growth and significant structural eco-
nomic challenges for Bermuda. And he was referenc-
ing, I believe, 2008, 2009. And I want to say that when 
the OBA did come into power in 2012 we were able to 
plant the seeds of economic stimulus that had been 
bearing fruit from our time in office through the current 
Government’s time in office, and because of activities 
like the building of the St. Regis Hotel and America’s 
Cup and the renovation and revitalisation of the Ham-
ilton Princess.  

All of these things have provided job opportu-
nities, have created an increased economic activity 
within the country and it is those seeds that have 
helped to get us through this critical period that we 
have been through in the past 16 months or so. 

The Minister also mentioned when he was in-
troducing the plan, and it is within the plan sort of what 
our current state of affairs is as far as our financial 
position is concerned, and I do ask that . . . it does not 
have to necessarily be today, but it would be interest-
ing to find out in the near future what our economic 
situation is now. The Minister of Finance had estimat-
ed about $15 million had been set aside for COVID-
19-related expenses in 2021, and it will be interesting 
to find out just what the actual expenses have been to 
date for some of the large expenditure that we have 
had to put out due to the pandemic. 

So, we are looking at (according to this eco-
nomic plan) medium-term economic growth. And the 
plan states that there are 81 proposed initiatives and 
that there are 31 that have been prioritised. My ques-
tion really is that when I look at all of the different initi-
atives that are being put on the table today, to me, 
there seems to be a lack of detail. And I have been 
listening to the Ministers because I have been inter-
ested in finding out just how some of these initiatives 
are actually going to be implemented, even if it is sort 
of a higher view of what some of the steps will be. But 
I believe that everyone in Bermuda would like to have 
a bit more of a road map as to what steps and what 
time frames would be involved in order to initiate 
some of these new industry and economic streams.  

I noticed too that although this is more of an 
expense for Government, but there is very little in the 
economic plan about education. But yes, we are going 
to move forward but there was not that much attention 
that was given to education and I just feel as though 
that could be a missed opportunity. The Minister earli-
er today had a Ministerial Statement to encourage 
more to become certified in teaching and because for 
Government education is such a huge responsibility 
that I would have liked to have heard a little bit more 
about how we would be able to balance some of the 
revenue we are generating with the expenditure that 
would be allocated to educating our young people. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I picked out just a couple of 
these initiatives that I would like to focus on. The first 
one is medical tourism. Again, the time frame that we 
are in right now in the midst of COVID-19 which has 
been a health and a medical crisis, it is just when is 
the good time to introduce something like medical 
tourism when people may be feeling a little skittish 
about things to do with getting medical procedures, 
especially if they are elective, the fact that our hospi-
tals have had a higher volume of traffic because of the 
COVID-19 cases that have had to be managed in the 
hospitals. And so, you know, I am just trying to set an 
environment Mr. Speaker, to say when is the right 
time for some of these initiatives? And even if we had 
had a bit of a time frame, I think that that would have 
been one detail that may have helped us.  

Now yes, the OBA, certainly Shawn Crock-
well, Pat Gordon-Pamplin have all supported the con-
cept of medical tourism. I do want to caveat that by 
saying that that was a decade ago. And here we are a 
decade on and we in Bermuda have the privilege of 
watching the Cayman Islands and their success or 
otherwise in medical tourism. It has been seen that 
the actual volumes have not been as great as they 
may have wanted. So it would be really good for 
something like medical tourism to have a bit of an ac-
tuarial study and analysis to just see whether there is 
even a market for it, whether we in Bermuda, because 
we are so expensive and the price of medical services 
is so high that . . . one of the pieces that I understand 
about medical tourism is that people go to other coun-
tries where medical procedures are much cheaper. 
And so, I am not quite sure how the Government 
hopes to frame this medical tourism that won’t fall off 
by the wayside because we have got competitors in 
other jurisdictions that are able to provide medical 
tourism at a much less cost than it might be here in 
Bermuda. 

The other is that I did a little research, and I 
found that there are studies that have been done, es-
pecially in the United States and American markets 
where there are quite a few people, a majority that do 
not necessarily feel that having medical procedures 
overseas is something that they would choose, that 
they have a perception that having medical proce-
dures overseas is negative and that offshore care 
might not be as good as the care that they could have 
on their mainland, whether that is in North America or 
Europe. So, I am just curious again how much and 
how deep the Government has really done to analyse 
some of these initiatives to see whether they are ac-
tually things that would be practical and productive 
here in Bermuda. 

And the other piece about something like 
medical tourism and not to be critical but just things 
that need to be considered, things that the general 
public in Bermuda are going to be asking is, where 
are we going to find the people to work in a facility if 
we did have the private sector (as I believe one Mem-
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ber had mentioned earlier) support something like a 
medical tourism facility or smaller hospital, or whatev-
er it might end up being, since we have a shortage of 
medical staff here in Bermuda anyway as it is. So, I 
am just curious where we would find those that would 
be skilled and want to work there and if it were as at-
tractive as it seems on paper, would we then have this 
exodus of health care workers from the Bermuda 
Hospital moving into some private hospital? And then 
we are left stranded looking for hard-to-find medical 
staff, in particular nurses for the Bermuda King Ed-
ward VII Memorial Hospital. So, it is just looking at 
what those impacts are going to be and whether they 
are going to be feasible for us in the medium term. 

Vertical farming, Mr. Speaker. I have kept my 
eye on this one for a little bit, and again, as a medium-
term industry that could be introduced here in Bermu-
da, okay, that is fine. But the details; we don’t know 
anything. We don’t know where this vertical farm loca-
tion would be. We don’t have any clue of the level of 
technology that would be required to furnish one of 
these vertical farms. We have just by the sound of it 
gotten into conversations with local farmers to find out 
how this might work for them. I am aware that there 
are already successful hydroponics here on the Island 
anyway. So, are we competing with ourselves? How 
would something like vertical farming . . . what are the 
details as far as the logistics and the technology and 
the buildings and the location?  

I would also suspect that places like the De-
partment of Parks would then have to come up with all 
kinds of policies or do some research to find out about 
the importation of seeds, having to work out what kind 
of import procedures would be concerned, various, I 
would imagine there are going to be a number of liq-
uids and other kinds of substances that would be 
needed in order to promote the growth of plants in the 
vertical farms and how are we going to police that? Is 
there going to be a special team set up just for, dedi-
cated to vertical farming and the importation of all the 
supplies that would be needed?  

I would suspect some of those supplies are 
things that have not been brought into Bermuda be-
fore. I do not know, but how would we be able to han-
dle the inspection of and the management of those 
kinds of products coming into the Island? 

And then the expertise. I mean, from the read-
ing that I have done it is this delicate balance of light-
ing and water and timing. And although those may 
sound like simple ingredients getting it right from the 
farmers and the enthusiasts, the sort of hydroponic 
enthusiasts on the Island, it is not easy. It does take 
quite a bit of time to understand and skill to get it right. 
And who those experts are going to be that will come 
in? I would imagine for vertical farming you are going 
to need different kinds of engineers, you are going to 
need horticulturalists and whether the Government 
has considered the capacity to take on those kinds of 
professionals. 

And we have and it has been mentioned ear-
lier today in a previous debate, been mentioned in this 
debate, but we have an excess of farmland, and I 
thank the Minister that these Government farmlands 
will be protected and they will not be given away for 
development. But at the same time, what can we do 
now, and I would imagine in the very short term, to 
create jobs and maybe create additional produce now 
using that space that is available, empty and waiting 
to be used. 

Mr. Speaker, there was mention in the Ber-
muda Economic Recovery Plan some conversation 
about pensions. And I am reaching the age, so now I 
am sort of personally vested in this and I am learning 
more about our pensions and not only as an individual 
but as a country. I clearly understand the importance 
of being able to have a fund, a saving, a protected 
savings for our country so that when we all retire, we 
know that we can withdraw from that savings and be 
able to have some money to help sustain us in our 
retirement. But our funds, our pension funds in par-
ticular, are getting lower, right? Every day they are 
getting lower, and I certainly, I cannot fault the Minis-
ter of Finance in his initiatives to allow for withdrawals 
from private pensions.  

I cannot fault the Minister for giving contribu-
tion holidays for some of the other pensions that the 
government manages. But with all of that, we are de-
pleting our savings. And I am just curious what is go-
ing to be done to help to revitalise and replenish our 
pensions so that we can continue to save and provide 
some form of prosperity or standard of living for those 
who are working really hard now, but in 20 years, 15 
years when it is time for them to make their withdraw-
al, that there will be ample funds there to support 
them in their retirement. 
 And so I call on the Minister of Finance to 
please keep the protection of our pensions in the fore-
front of his mind. I know that that is not generating 
jobs. I know that that is not boosting our economy. But 
it is absolutely fundamental that we are able to have 
something put aside for that rainy day, for that retire-
ment. And we must find a way to encourage and stim-
ulate our pension funds, for the future. 
 Mr. Speaker, another point that I wanted to 
speak to today about the economic recovery, and that 
is the changing dynamic within the working world. So 
for those who work in an office environment, as has 
been mentioned earlier today, we have all become 
familiar with working from home. Going into the office 
is now becoming almost—and I would not be too sur-
prised if it shortly becomes almost taboo, that going 
into the office is not going to necessarily be a part of 
the new era moving forward. Mr. Speaker, we have to 
face the fact that coming out of this COVID-19 pan-
demic is going to be—in my personal opinion, it is go-
ing to be transformational for us. 
 And we are living in a new turn of an era. So, 
you know, we have had the Industrial Revolution. And 
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I can see that we are definitely going to be moving 
into something new in the coming years. And with 
that, the changing dynamic of those who are working, 
what they are doing, their behaviour, their routines are 
all going to be very different. 
 And many of the companies are finding that, 
with technology and a digital world, their model of do-
ing business is changing as well. One, you do not 
even necessarily have to be in the jurisdiction where 
your company is to work every day. People are work-
ing from everywhere, and we have seen that through 
our successful residency certificate. And we are find-
ing that there are a number of jobs that used to be 
done by humans that are now being done by comput-
ers, and so there fewer requirements for humans to 
be in the office environment. 
 And whether the Government is considering 
that—because as much as we may feel like, Okay, 
well, we have to get the wheels turning again and we 
have to get the economy going again, but it is not 
necessarily that we are going to be starting the car 
and going down the same roads that we did before. 
Because we are going to find that the path is chang-
ing, and whether we are considering those changes 
and incorporating them into our future plans. Because 
otherwise, we may not be considering people who 
may find themselves changing their professions or re-
skilling, retooling themselves. And if we are thinking, 
They are all working from home, everything is fine, but 
in actual fact technology and the digital world have 
shown up and that there are more people who are 
quietly losing their jobs and that there will be more 
demand for more employment, whether that is being 
factored into the consideration. 
 So earlier, Mr. Speaker, I had spoken a little 
bit about the expertise that is going to be needed for, 
you know—and I just chose vertical farming and med-
ical tourism as two that I picked out. But I would ven-
ture to say that many of the 31 priorities that the Min-
ister of Finance had listed in the Economic Recovery 
Plan are going to need expertise. And here enters the 
elephant in the room. We are going to probably have 
to have a national conversation about the fact that if 
we are going to introduce a number of these initia-
tives, we are going to have to welcome experts and 
their families to come to Bermuda for a period of time 
in order to teach us how to use this new technology. 
And with that, we may by default raise our population 
through immigration. 
 And I guess, Mr. Speaker, for me when I re-
flect on some of the pet peeves and some of the feel-
ings of discontent around some of our historical rea-
sons for immigration having sort of gone off the rail, 
this is different. And I believe that this is different, and 
it is worthy of contemplation and national conversa-
tion. And that is that this time we would be inviting 
people to the Island to teach us something, to provide 
a service, to take that one expert and create hopefully, 
you know, dozens of Bermudians who then will be 

able to learn a new skill, become a part of a new in-
dustry. And so it becomes a grateful relationship that 
hopefully will provide some mutual satisfaction. 
 But it does not in any way negate the fact, Mr. 
Speaker, that with these initiatives this may be our 
ticket. Because if there are experts who are well-
educated, successful in their fields of expertise, they 
come to Bermuda for two or three years to set up 
some of these initiatives like vertical farms or to help 
set up medical tourism. They come here, they provide 
us with their skills, we learn from their skills and then 
maybe they go on to their next adventure or their next 
lot in life. 
 But we will at some point probably have to 
consider this. And I certainly would not want the popu-
lation to view any future immigration of experts, to 
confuse that with the historical missteps of the past, 
and that we are understanding and we have clarity 
around the next generation of folks who may come to 
the Island to live for a period of time and significantly 
boost our economy. 
 The other elephant in the room, Mr. Speaker, 
is efficiencies. And Government is—you know, I do 
not know. We have gone through the SAGE Report. 
We have dealt with some very fragile and delicate top-
ics over the years around efficiencies in government. 
And one of the thoughts and ideas that I have been 
pondering is whether it would not be worthwhile for 
Government to consider having priority ministries, 
ministries that governments absolutely have to have in 
order to function. And those would be things like Edu-
cation, Immigration, Health, Transport. 
 But there are other areas/departments that we 
might be able to give just a little more autonomy to the 
people who are presently working in those areas, giv-
ing them an opportunity to work slightly apart from 
government. Government would be their main client, 
and they would receive much of their instruction 
through government and support through government, 
but giving an entrepreneurship-feel for that. Now, I 
know that there is this horrible word called privatisa-
tion. And I do not want to go there, but I do want to 
see or at least have the Government explore the idea 
of allowing some form of autonomy where people who 
are experts in their field are given an opportunity to 
inject some entrepreneurship into their work as civil 
servants. 
 And again it is the kind of thing that needs a 
lot of focus on detail. But I believe that it is a worthy 
thought as far as looking for some efficiencies and 
allowing the entrepreneurial spirit of the civil servants 
who would be working with a little more autonomy an 
opportunity to maybe reach out and negotiate with 
Government to allow for other, private customers so 
that there is an opportunity for some profit generation. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, this is the time for us to 
brainstorm. This is the time for us to shoot for the 
stars. This is the time when governments have an op-
portunity to throw it all out there and say, What else 
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can we think of? What is out there that could be pos-
sible for long-term economic stimulus for the Island? 
And so, you know, I just believe that there are effi-
ciencies that we can find; it is just a matter of maybe 
moving off of the traditional paths that we have con-
sidered and brainstorming in a new space to make 
something that works right for Bermuda. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am going to close out now. 
And I feel a little worried about the Economic Plan 
because I just do not know that we have enough low-
hanging fruit, things that we can work on right now 
that do not need an expert and do not need a whole 
bunch of contracts and do not need a lot of time to put 
in place—the things that we can do here locally. And 
earlier one of the Members spoke to the caregiving 
environment. I see that there is great potential there. I 
believe that there is potential to develop more assist-
ed or community senior housing much in the way that 
the housing trust have pulled together lovely commu-
nities such as Heydon Trust, et cetera, that Govern-
ment could create more environments for things like 
assisted living, that we could encourage more— 
 
The Speaker: Member, you have one minute left on 
the clock. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Okay. 
 Have a more entrepreneurial spirit around 
things that we already do well and pick up on some of 
the low-hanging fruit that is there. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Jackson. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 

Any other Member? Any other Member? 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like someone is trying to get 
our attention. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley, is that you? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, it is me, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have your 30 minutes, sir. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I was waiting for one of the 
Government Members to speak. But if they are not 
willing to speak on the Economic Plan, I certainly was 
not going to let this debate collapse at this point in 
time, that is for sure. 
 
The Speaker: No, we do not want it to collapse. So 
go ahead and make your contribution. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: It might be an opportune 
time to speak, Mr. Speaker, because Bermuda is 
about to kick off at seven o’clock in the match against 
Suriname, so I can speak now and then watch it on 
TV [INAUDIBLE]. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Just a reminder to turn your 
camera on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: My camera is coming on 
now. The signal should be coming through to you any 
time soon, Mr. Speaker. 
 So if I am speaking on Bermuda’s scores, 
please excuse my cheer, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, getting back to the serious busi-
ness at hand, I appreciate the opportunity to speak 
tonight on the Economic Plan that the Government 
has tabled for debate. And let me start out by saying, 
Mr. Speaker, that I generally do not support the cur-
rent Economic Recovery Plan. And here is why, Mr. 
Speaker, because at the beginning of the debate to-
night, the Government changed it from a take note 
motion to a supportive motion. And just like the debate 
before on the Planning Act, I certainly want to see 
Bermuda succeed like everyone in the House of As-
sembly wants to see Bermuda succeed. I want to see 
us recover. I want to see us get into a much better 
position because we are in a very weak position right 
now with many Bermudians struggling. 
 However, there is a great deal about the plan 
that I believe is full of hope and full of dreams, but 
lacks opportunity. And so I say that to start out [stat-
ing] my concerns. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance in his 
overview earlier, as this debate started after lunch, 
talked about the economy and the challenges we 
have had over the past couple of years. And certainly 
as a Member of Parliament and as the Premier for a 
number of years, I am aware that our economy has 
struggled. Certainly, we were set back in 2010, 
2009/10 with some of the challenges that we had here 
and some of the challenges that reverberated 
throughout the world. However, Mr. Speaker, I think 
that it is certainly good news that during the tenure of 
the OBA we saw a great deal of recovery. 
 But the economy has weakened since the 
PLP first became Government in 2017. And clearly 
the economy was in a weak state before we were 
lambasted by COVID-19 at the start of last year. I find 
it interesting and it brings a smile to my face, Mr. 
Speaker, when I see the current Government involved 
in such events as SailGP [Sail Grand Prix] when 
clearly they love to chastise the America’s Cup when 
they have an opportunity. It brings a smile to my face 
to see the current Government— 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. Point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Go ahead. I am not the 
Speaker, Honourable Member, but carry on. I am 
happy for that. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, point of order. We will take your 
point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, the Government did 
not oppose the America’s Cup. The Government op-
posed the spending and the way that the OBA went 
about the process. So we were not against the Ameri-
ca’s Cup. There were some financial things that were 
taking place, the expenses. And the teachers and 
other people, the civil service, were not given a raise. 
And there was a moratorium on raises in the civil ser-
vice. We were not against the America’s Cup. We 
were against how it was financed. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, thanks for 
that. But clearly the spending on the America’s Cup, 
with the report that was done after, it clearly showed 
that it was very successful for Bermuda—so success-
ful— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The current Government, 
Mr. Speaker— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I question whether it could be deemed a suc-
cess when only 16 per cent of the financial beneficiar-
ies were described as Black or of mixed origin. That is 
the problem at its core of the America’s Cup above 
everything else, the failure to equally and equitably 
distribute economic opportunity. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I am happy 
to take a valid point of order, but those types of com-
ments can come up when those Members who have 
not spoken interject. I think it is just wasting my time, 
Mr. Speaker. But the America’s Cup was a success. 
And everyone had an opportunity to be involved, and 
most people certainly supported it, Mr. Speaker. 

 I will continue on, Mr. Speaker. I will not be 
side-tracked by Honourable Members who want to 
interject, when they have an opportunity to speak and 
they sat [INAUDIBLE] and they have not pushed the 
microphone to speak. 
 Mr. Speaker, I find it interesting that the Gov-
ernment lauds the opening of St. Regis when that was 
an OBA project which they had some concerns 
around from the beginning. And now those concerns 
seem to have disappeared. I lay that case, Mr. 
Speaker, because just about the only thing that is go-
ing at this time are opportunities that the OBA created. 
So yes. We need an Economic Recovery Plan be-
cause we are in a very precarious position, Mr. 
Speaker. We are in a very precarious position at the 
present time because COVID-19 has wreaked havoc 
in our community and around the world, Mr. Speaker. 
 And as I get into the balance of my comments 
on this debate, I think it is important, while my col-
league Susan Jackson did a commendable job in an 
overview of her thoughts on the plan and the Opposi-
tion Leader I thought set the stage very well for the 
Opposition’s side of this debate. Susan Jackson, 
Honourable Member, commended all of those in-
volved in helping us work through COVID-19. I want to 
piggyback on that because I think it is important that 
we remember the tireless work that all of those indi-
viduals did for many, many, many months. And the 
work must continue on. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, we also must reflect on the 
vibe that is in the community at the present time. 
Many Bermudians are tired. Many Bermudians are 
worn out. Many Bermudians are worn down. And they 
are lacking patience, Mr. Speaker. I mean, COVID-19, 
through the restrictions, through the curfew, through 
the changes of regulations has certainly worn many 
Bermudians down. And so we need recovery. We 
need to rebuild. We need to revitalise. And it is im-
portant that we get on with it, Mr. Speaker. 
 But having said that, Mr. Speaker, we must 
never forget that COVID-19 is still with us. We cannot 
forget about the threat of COVID-19 because it is still 
here. And we could have another fight. We still have 
curfews, Mr. Speaker. We still have a curfew, we still 
have restrictions. And we cannot forget that COVID-
19 is still very much on our doorsteps. Especially, Mr. 
Speaker, when you take a look at the fact that our 
vaccine rate of one dose is only 58 per cent, and our 
two-dose is 52 per cent. This is a concern, Mr. 
Speaker, as the opportunity for spread at this level of 
vaccination— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I accept the point of order. 
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The Speaker: Point of order. We will take your point 
of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House with his vaccination statistics, 
speaking about 15 per cent on two doses. That cannot 
be correct. Unless I misheard, that is not correct. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Honourable Premier, I said 
58 per cent on one dose and 52 per cent on two dos-
es. That is correct. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Thank you. Thank 
you for allowing me for that clarification if you did not 
hear it. 
 And so with those levels of vaccinations, 
Honourable Speaker, we still need to pay attention to 
COVID-19. And this is a real concern because we do 
not want any opportunities for spread in our communi-
ty. And I support the Government in every effort they 
make, as I said in my last speech in the House of As-
sembly on the motion to adjourn, I believe two weeks 
ago. I support all of the efforts on vaccination. And it is 
a real concern that even at this point, with all of the 
science which has been elucidated to the people of 
Bermuda, with all of the conversations we have had 
about it, there still is a hesitancy to get the vaccine. 
And it is a concern, and it is a real disappointment, Mr. 
Speaker, that we see that a significant number of 
doses might have to be disposed of in the coming 
weeks because their shelf life has expired.  

So I would hope, Mr. Speaker, that we contin-
ue to soldier forward and do the right thing to deal with 
COVID-19 because we do have a couple more stairs 
to climb before we get to the top and we can see all of 
the light at the end of the tunnel. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this plan in my view is predi-
cated that COVID-19 is behind us. Because if COVID-
19 comes back in any way, Mr. Speaker, then every-
thing we talk about in this plan will be pushed back—
or speaking in a different language, could be put on 
the shelf for a period of time while we fight. Because 
Lord knows, Mr. Speaker, that everyone involved in 
the battle against COVID-19 gets consumed by it, es-
pecially when we have a fight. And it is very real, it is 
very time-consuming; that is all that you can put your 
attention to. So if we have any upsurge again in 
COVID-19, then this plan will clearly be impeded 
gravely. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I have read the Economic 
Recovery Plan. I have listened very closely to the de-
bate. And a couple of things have struck me, Mr. 
Speaker. One of the things is that more Government 
Members have not jumped up and wanted to speak. 

And certainly when the Finance Minister spoke earlier, 
he alluded to the fact that Members of the Cabinet 
would talk about areas under their responsibility. And 
we have only heard from a few of them at the present 
time. 
 Another thing that struck me, Mr. Speaker, is 
that as we go now into probably the fourth hour of this 
debate, I have heard very little conversation from 
Government Members about hospitality and interna-
tional business. And so while we look at the seven 
main principles of this Economic Recovery Plan that 
the Minister of Finance talked about earlier in the de-
bate today, one of the overriding principles in my view, 
Mr. Speaker, must be that we need to bolster, boost 
and grow international business and hospitality. 
 And why do I say that, Mr. Speaker? I say that 
clearly because international business and hospitality 
are the number-one and two drivers of our economy. 
They play an important part of our economy. And we 
need to do everything we can to take hold of those 
opportunities in both of those industries because it 
could be very beneficial for Bermuda. And I thought 
that there would be more of a focus in the plan on 
those two pillars of our economy and more of a con-
versation today in this debate about it. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, allow me just to reflect for a 
moment on why it is important that we deal with inter-
national business and hospitality. If you look at the job 
numbers for 2020 that were published in the economic 
report of the budget earlier this year that we debated 
in March, you will see that the largest employer of the 
Island is public administration. In 2020 public admin-
istration grew from the fourth-largest employer to the 
first employer, the largest employer. Now, that is a 
concern in itself because that puts more of a burden 
on the taxpayer, but I am not going to address that 
today. What I will address is the fact that international 
business is the second-largest employer on the Is-
land, growing from the third to the second with a loss 
of four jobs in 2020. That is an interesting fact, Mr. 
Speaker. International business by this report lost four 
jobs in 2020, but still grew to the second-largest em-
ployer. 
 The third largest employer, Mr. Speaker, is 
wholesale and retail trade, which fell from the second 
to the third with a loss of 264 jobs. The fourth-largest 
employer is hospitality. Or in this report it is called ac-
commodations and food service. It fell from the largest 
employer to the fourth-largest employer with a loss of 
1,784 jobs. Now, I will come back to that in a minute, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Other notable job losses were 104 in transpor-
tation and storage, 82 in construction, 77 in infor-
mation and communications, and 78 in manufacturing. 
So from 2019 to 2020 we had a loss of 2,924 jobs. 
The Government has explained in that financial report 
that 935 of those jobs were actually job losses, and 
989 they classify as layoffs. And I mention those 
numbers, Mr. Speaker, because it is important to clari-
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fy and classify what we have lost and the opportunity 
for what we have to gain back and what we must gain 
back. 
 And why do I say we must gain it back, Mr. 
Speaker? Well, the simple reason is that we lost all of 
those jobs. And secondly, Bermudians currently are 
unemployed. And they have the skill sets to do those 
jobs. The numbers clearly show it. Not only the 264 
jobs in wholesale and retail, which were lost in my 
view because the economy collapsed; the 1,784 jobs 
in hospitality we can gain back, and more. If you look 
at the 104 jobs in transport, that is because of COVID-
19. We can gain those back. Construction is the 
same. Information and communication and manufac-
turing are the same. 
 So this plan is short in itself because it does 
not devote enough attention and detail to rebuilding 
the critical infrastructure of our supporting industries in 
international business and hospitality. And there is 
great opportunity there, Mr. Speaker. Why do I say 
that? Well, for two main reasons, Mr. Speaker. The 
first reason would be international business has prov-
en definitively through the challenge of COVID-19 that 
they can work from Bermuda. They can work from 
home. They can do their jobs. And they still can meet 
all of the expectations of their clients. What a great 
place to be to do business! 
 And now that COVID-19 is more on the side 
of being controlled, why do we not grasp the oppor-
tunity to grow international business in Bermuda? Be-
cause most of the companies that do business here, 
they have branches all over the world with thousands 
of employees all over the world. And we have just 
shown that they can just conduct their business from 
here, safe and secure, and in a great environment. 
Why cannot we lure them to Bermuda to increase the 
footprint? This creates jobs in Bermuda and creates 
opportunities for Bermudians. 
 Secondly, hospitality. A minimum of 1,784 
jobs have been lost. When you put all of the transpor-
tation and construction and all of that in, it is over 
2,000 jobs easily have been lost because of the col-
lapse of hospitality. With the new hotel opening up, 
with the Loren being open for a couple of years, the 
Aurora on the cusp of seeing some exciting things, 
with the potential for the Fairmont Southampton, we 
have an opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to get hospitality to 
boom again. 
 If all the talk of new air routes manages to 
take flight, Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity to put 
Bermuda back on the map that we were starting to get 
on with the advent of tourism in 2016 and 2017 when 
the numbers were heading upwards under the OBA. 
And the America’s Cup put us on the world map by 
being broadcast all over the world, Mr. Speaker. 
 We should be focusing here and now and 
every day forward on the opportunity not only in the 
plan, but also on international business and hospitali-
ty. Because if we do not, we lose significant opportuni-

ty and we lose significant opportunity for Bermudians 
who are already out of work and know the industry 
and want to be part of that industry. So, Mr. Speaker, I 
am very disappointed not to see more of a footprint in 
this ERP [ on international business and hospitality. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, in the time that I have left 
allow me to focus a bit on some of the seven pillars on 
how the plan was built around. Those seven pillars 
are (1) diversify the economy, (2) make financial mar-
kets work better, (3) build and enhance our infrastruc-
ture, (4) to expand the resident population, 
(5) introduce labour market reform, (6) reform the de-
livery of health care, and (7) develop supporting legal 
and regulatory networks. 
 Now, some of those are great. I agree we 
need to make financial markets work better. I am not 
sure that a digital bank is going to help us greatly in 
that regard, but hey, it is an opportunity; go ahead and 
try to take hold of it. I support building and enhancing 
infrastructure because infrastructure is very important. 
And we can see what the United States is trying to do 
on their recovery plan. But they are much different 
than we are. With their recovery plan it is focused 
around a lot of infrastructure. But they have a different 
problem, Mr. Speaker. Their economy is rebounding 
already as they are coming out of COVID-19. So they 
need to improve that infrastructure. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, where I have some con-
cerns with this point on developing and enhancing 
infrastructure is with some of the ideas on a shore––a 
fish processing plant. Because up until still right at this 
point, at seven o’clock during this debate, I am hear-
ing very few specifics about the fish processing plant, 
the Shoreside Facility as Minister Furbert talked 
about. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have been in business for 
43 years. I have hired thousands of people, grown 
businesses, been involved in myriad types of busi-
nesses. So I think I understand a little bit about what it 
takes to launch a business with an opportunity to be 
successful. Because what everyone looks for is for 
opportunities to be successful. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, when I hear about this 
Shoreside processing facility for fish, the first question 
that I kept waiting to hear answered by the Honoura-
ble Minister Furbert was, What did the cost/benefit 
analysis show us on this endeavour? It is one thing to 
invest a significant amount of money in something, but 
no one—no one—will invest money in any plan until 
they realise that there is a real potential for that plan 
to bring back the opportunity that they expected. So I 
do not see the clear plan. I certainly do not. I under-
stand the vision, but there is no detail on the budget, 
there is no real detail on the support of the fishermen. 
There are no details on what the revenue streams will 
be [that are] required to make this effective. There are 
no details on how many jobs will be created through 
this fish processing plant. There are no details on 
where the fish will be sold, local or overseas. And ex-
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plain to us how this will lower the cost of food in Ber-
muda, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, I appreciate the numbers the Honoura-
ble Minister gave about what [fish was caught] locally 
and what was imported, Mr. Speaker. But we must 
also understand, Mr. Speaker, that this industry is a 
tough industry. I recall some concerns from members 
of the public who reached out to me some months 
back when there was a long-line fishing boat that was 
berthed out of the East End of the Island. And I think 
now that that boat does not trade anymore in our wa-
ters because [it] could not make it viable. 
 And when I look back at some of the research 
I have done about fishing throughout the world, and 
you have to understand and accept that some of the 
world’s largest fishing fleets like those from China stay 
out for months on end, pay their workers just a couple 
of dollars an hour and they never see shore for four or 
five, six, seven months, how do we compete with that 
to make our Shoreside Fishing Facility a success? 
How do we create viable jobs for Bermudians to make 
it a success? And moreover, Mr. Speaker, in talking to 
local fishermen whom I have talked to, they do not 
support the plan, because they do not see it as need-
ed. I believe there is already a small fishing plant in 
Bermuda. And so before I can support this I need to 
see a proper cost/benefit analysis. 
 And when the Minister who has tried to an-
swer some questions over Parliamentary Questions 
over a period of time, when the Minister fails to give 
anything concrete, I get nervous! I get nervous that 
taxpayers’ dollars will once again be squandered and 
there will not be the opportunity we need, Mr. Speak-
er. And I might have heard the Honourable Minister 
wrong when I heard the Honourable Minister say that 
construction will be complete in the later part of 2021. 
But here we are. We are already talking about Cup 
Match. It is the middle of the year. It is June. I have 
not had the questions answered that would satisfy me 
in any way that I could support a project like that. 
 So infrastructure, Mr. Speaker, yes. We need 
to improve our infrastructure. But this facility does not 
meet the smell test. And it certainly has not passed 
what I would consider to be a proper vetting to even 
get to this stage. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the first item was diversify-
ing our economy. Yes, I think we need to diversify our 
economy. And while I have not supported the Gov-
ernment at all times, Mr. Speaker, I would accept that 
we need to try to diversity. And I will go with the flow 
on some of these industries, new industries that the 
Government wants to talk about, but I will raise my 
concerns. So I have no issue if we investigate 
FinTech and all of the opportunities that are taken in 
this part of the creative new environment for business, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 But I would always express caution on not 
setting the bar high because this Government has a 
propensity to promise something and not deliver. We 

were promised that by May 28 we would have com-
munity immunity with vaccines. And here it is on 
June 4th, and the deadline has passed and we are not 
there yet. So we cannot over promise and under de-
liver because people who are frustrated, people who 
are tired, people who have had enough of these re-
strictions are not going to accept it. 
 But here when we try to diversify our econo-
my, let us get real about some of these, Mr. Speaker. 
Vertical farming, as my honourable colleague, Susan 
Jackson, has talked about earlier, vertical farming. It 
sounds good. It might look good on paper, Mr. Speak-
er. But again, I ask the Honourable Minister for the 
Cabinet Office, What cost/benefit analysis has been 
done? You know, we talked about it is going to be 
used for leafy greens, Mr. Speaker, because a large 
percentage of those are imported. Yes, I understand 
that only about 25 per cent is grown in Bermuda. And 
there are a number of reasons behind that which the 
Honourable Minister did not get involved in, right? 
 But I would like to know the cost/benefit anal-
ysis for this and who is going to work it. My under-
standing is that the local farmers feel that it is being 
forced on them and they would like to be supported in 
the usual ways of doing business. And we are talking 
about [how] we are going to set up a food co-
operative to support the farmers and those in the in-
dustry. Well, Mr. Speaker, what are the Departments 
of Agriculture and Fisheries supposed to do at the 
present time? Are they not supposed to support the 
local farmers, work with them on ideas and new initia-
tives to grow their industry, to make their industry bet-
ter, Mr. Speaker? I thought that was all about—why 
are we creating another body to do some work where 
I have not seen a cost/benefit analysis? It has not 
been laid out for me on how it is going to work, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Because if you took a plan like vertical farm-
ing or this fish processing plant into any reputable 
boardroom or management meeting room of any 
reputable business, they would send you packing 
within five minutes and say, It’s a grade school pro-
ject. We need more meat on the bones for this, Mr. 
Speaker. And so I want to see meat on the bones be-
fore we promise people too much and cannot deliver, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Yes, I support the expanding of the resident 
population, and I think that the Minister of Labour has 
communicated quite well with some of the opportuni-
ties talked about. I am glad to see an update today on 
some of those opportunities that we have. But we still 
have a long way to go. Because the sad thing is, Mr. 
Speaker, that we do not track our immigration num-
bers closely enough. And this is not a criticism of any 
government because it has been like that for some 
time. And I guess the reason why it is like that, Mr. 
Speaker, is the simple fact is up until probably 
2009/10, immigration was not an issue. Because peo-
ple wanted to immigrate to Bermuda; they did not 
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want to leave Bermuda. But more recently that has 
been a big challenge for many reasons, Mr. Speaker, 
as my colleague, the Opposition Leader, was spot-on 
with his analysis of it, and I do not need to repeat it in 
the time that I have left. It is a real concern, and we 
need to not only monitor those numbers, but we need 
to do something about those numbers, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the seven principles that 
Government is guided by, some of them do ring true 
to me, and I do have some real support for that. But I 
am concerned with some of the areas that are high-
lighted. And another area I will highlight, Mr. Speaker, 
is number 6, reform and delivery of health care on the 
Island. Well, Mr. Speaker, we have seen lots of talk 
through the years. We have seen little consultation 
through the years, Mr. Speaker. Meanwhile, the cost 
of health care continues to rise and the challenges we 
face within the industry continue to rise. And, Mr. 
Speaker, I do not know what is going to happen with 
the cost of health care this year because we have not 
seen the legislation come to Parliament yet with the 
mandated increases that Government has. And with 
COVID-19 increasing the cost of health care generally 
throughout our community, we will see another drastic 
increase in health insurance premiums this year and 
probably next year as well. 
 So yes, we need to reform health care, Mr. 
Speaker. But I do not see the changes that Govern-
ment has talked about at this point offering us the re-
form which provides quality service and reduced pric-
es in any way. And so hopefully, now that the depart-
ment has been so stressed and the Bermuda Health 
Council has been so stressed with COVID-19, [it] can 
actually devote some more attention to it and be more 
open about what their plans are and where we stand. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: MP, you have a minute left. One mi-
nute left. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. Just checking, 
thank you. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, in the final minute that I 
have I will say that people cannot recover on hope. 
People certainly cannot recover on dreams. People 
require opportunity. And, Mr. Speaker, at this point in 
time while Government launched their Economic Re-
covery Plan I am not sold on the opportunity that this 
plan provides. So I ask colleagues to work together to 
try to provide the opportunity in some of the main pil-
lars we have while we continue to try to diversity and 
build. Because, Mr. Speaker, we can never forget 
what we have to build on and the expertise that Ber-
mudians have, and they want to get back to work. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to make 
a contribution at this time? 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I am 
trying to get my video going. Mr. Speaker, can you 
see me just yet? 
 
The Speaker: No, we do not see you yet. We hear 
you here. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I hope the clock does not 
start until the . . . I am using— 
 
The Speaker: Now we see you, and now you have 
your 30 minutes. There you go. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, 
thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am happy to make a contribu-
tion tonight. And let me say that this Government 
along with the people of the country have been 
through some really rough waters over the last year 
and a half. And I remember a few months back, Mr. 
Speaker—I am sure you remember—the Opposition, 
combined Opposition, because every time we turned 
around someone was saying that We had no plan. 
Where is our plan? What are we doing? We have no 
plan. You kept hearing that more and more, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 So we continue to do our work in the back-
ground. And we have our economic plan for recovery 
that we released today. And the Honourable Member, 
Michael Dunkley, who just finished speaking, Mr. 
Speaker, finished where he started, saying that he 
sees this recovery plan as a plan that is full of hope, 
wishful thinking and dreams, and one which we can-
not recover from. I mean, one week you are slamming 
us because you say we do not have a plan. We give 
you a plan— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, point of or-
der. 
 The Honourable Member should listen close-
ly. I never said we cannot recover from. I never said 
those words, so the Honourable Member should listen 
more closely and get his facts right.  
 
The Speaker: Just clarify. Just clarifying for him. That 
is the main thing. You are fine. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I thank you. 
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The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You will know, Mr. Speak-
er. I am going to show you my pen. When the Mem-
bers talk, I write. And the Honourable Member when 
he finished his speech he said he cannot see a recov-
ery. So we can agree to disagree on that one. But, Mr. 
Speaker, let me tell you, Hansard will tell that story. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speak-
er— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: When he talks— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: [INAUDIBLE] again. I 
proved him wrong before. And as he points his pen— 
 
The Speaker: Now, hold on just a minute. Hold on 
just a minute. Let me acknowledge your point of order. 
 What is your point of order now? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I will get the 
Hansard when it is available because I proved him 
wrong before in Hansard, and I will prove him wrong 
again. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. You have made your 
point.  

Now we will let him continue on, and the Han-
sard will state the case when it is available. 
 MP. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I will say this, Mr. Speaker. 
It is not too often I am wrong when it comes to me 
making notes of people’s speech. And if I am, I duly 
apologise. But I tell you what. That Honourable Mem-
ber, we have caught him out almost every week. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, let me— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. That is not true. That 
is a big fabrication. 
 
The Speaker: Members, let us stop going back and 
forth with each other, and let us get on with presenting 
your points, MP. You are losing most of your time on 
his points of order. So get to your point— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Stay on the line and we will be okay. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: [INAUDIBLE] speaking for 
itself. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, maybe the 
Honourable Member will do a point of order on this 

and say that he did not say that he saw no hope in 
this plan. And he thought that it was a lot of dreams in 
this plan. You see? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And maybe the same 
Member, Mr. Speaker, will also— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I will say exactly what I 
said at the end. 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, Members. Hold on. 
 Are you trying to make a point of order, MP? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Yes, I am. 
 
The Speaker: Put your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I said, Mr. Speaker, that 
people cannot recover on hope. People cannot recov-
er on dreams. People require opportunities. Those 
were my exact words. So maybe the Member’s ink 
does not work in his pen, but that is what I said. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. As I said earlier, the Han-
sard will clarify everything. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I mean, Mr. Speaker, think 
about it for a moment what the Honourable Member 
just said. Is it not the same thing? You see? But let 
me move on because he is trying to take up my time 
because he knows that some of the things he said, 
Mr. Speaker, are out there and are really uncalled for.  

And that Honourable Member in particular, 
Mr. Dunkley, the former Premier of this country, is one 
in particular that called for plans or the lack of plans 
that this Government did not have. Time and time 
again, Mr. Speaker. So we give a plan by [who] I 
would say is one of the best Finance Ministers this 
country has ever seen. And then he contradicts him-
self. He says—and you can word it whichever way 
you want, Mr. Speaker, so that he feels good, whether 
it is, you know, he says he does not see where we 
can recover off of dreams, we cannot recover off of 
hope. [INAUDIBLE] Then he turns around and says, 
Well, it’s seven points. But he agrees with some of 
them, but then he says he does not see any hope. 
 So you see? This is how he talks with a forked 
tongue. And if you listen carefully, you will see this 
throughout, and it happens every time we are in the 
House, Mr. Speaker. But this is a plan. And you know 
what? The Honourable Member went on to say, Well, 
suppose we have a surge in COVID-19 cases? Well, 
you know, this does not make any sense. So we make 
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a plan. And at least we have a plan, Mr. Speaker. We 
have hope, and we have dreams. And one thing about 
this Government, we are going to continue to try and 
give our people all of the hope and dreams that we 
can give them, Mr. Speaker, because I was called a 
dreamer at one stage in my life, too, Mr. Speaker.  

But I would like it, whether it is sports and/or 
business. But I got past it, Mr. Speaker, because you 
know why? I believed. And I had dreams, and I had 
hope, and that is what this Government is going to try 
to give the people of this country. When we have hun-
dreds and hundreds of people who are laid off from 
work, Mr. Speaker, and we give them the financial 
benefit to give them that lift. And hopefully that gives 
them hope, that is what we do as a caring Govern-
ment. We have done it, and we will continue to do it, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, some of these plans may not work out. 
But at least, you know what, Mr. Speaker? If you fail 
to plan, you plan to fail. If you fail to plan, you plan to 
fail. So we will try it, Mr. Speaker. And guess what? 
The old saying is, you know, the man gets knocked 
down, but I get up again. He gets knocked down, but I 
get up again. Mr. Speaker, we may do some things 
wrong and it may not quite work out. But we are going 
to keep trying because this Government was elected 
in the majority that we had because people believe in 
us. And we will continue to try to do the very best for 
the people of this country, Mr. Speaker, in spite of the 
bogeyman and the dark cloud that was cast today by 
several Members on the other side. We will not stand 
for it, Mr. Speaker. We are going to keep our shoulder 
to the wheel, and we are going to press on. 
 The Honourable Member Dunkley also talked 
about, you know, he does not see much in interna-
tional business and hospitality. Well, Mr. Speaker, we 
had a contingent in Miami just this week trying to push 
international business, trying to push our FinTech, 
trying to push hospitality. Mr. Speaker, I think the 
Honourable Member Lawrence Scott, the Honourable 
Minister, gave a very articulate speech today about 
what he is doing. Honourable Member Wayne Furbert 
. . . Honourable Members have talked about what we 
are doing, what we have done, what we plan to do. 
We have been working hard, Mr. Speaker. It has not 
only been COVID-19 we have been dealing with, but 
in the background we have been looking at all of 
these other things that we know that this country is 
going to need going forward. And we are going to 
need everybody, everybody to assist, Mr. Speaker. 
 And when I hear the Honourable Member 
Cole Simons when he talked about, Oh, we have to 
encourage international business and we have to en-
courage investors in this country, and then his col-
league, Vic Ball, gets in the paper almost weekly now 
preaching gloom-and-doom to the people of this coun-
try in the Royal Gazette, almost weekly. And he is the 
last person who should be making—well, he probably 
just puts his name to it, Mr. Speaker, and it is the OBA 

consultants who are writing it for him. But we have to 
be subject to that kind of press as we are busting our 
tails to try to encourage international business and 
investment in this country, Mr. Speaker. 
 And I think we are getting there. We have 
Cambridge Beaches just been bought out, Mr. Speak-
er. Arial Sands . . . the Honourable Member Dunkley, I 
remember him and former Minister [Michael] Fahy on 
a backhoe down at Ariel Sands. Let us ask him what 
happened there! But we are going to press on and 
see what we can do and try to help that project, too. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, let us not forget, right? 
They talk about St. Regis. Yes, we had some chal-
lenges with St. Regis in the beginning, as the Opposi-
tion should do. We should ask questions, and we did. 
But, Mr. Speaker, let us remember what really kick-
started St. Regis is when this Government demolished 
that hotel that had stood there for 20-odd years. That 
was a big starter, Mr. Speaker. It certainly made life a 
lot easier for those who were coming in to look at that 
site. And yes, it is open, Mr. Speaker. And the OBA 
played their part in facilitating that development, Mr. 
Speaker, and we finished it off. And the Purroys and 
their family, their team, we have supported them 
wholeheartedly, Mr. Speaker. And it is open. And we 
will support them more in the future. 
 We have also supported them with the pur-
chase of St. George’s Club. They have a plan to train 
our Bermudians in the hospitality industry. And we 
have supported them wholeheartedly. And that is the 
type of thing that we are doing in terms of . . . and you 
do not hear about it too much, Mr. Speaker. But there 
are things like that that we do in the background that 
are going to reap benefits for our people, especially 
those in St. George’s and in the hospitality industry, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this plan that we have we 
may have to tweak it. We may have some serious 
challenges with some of it. But at least we have a 
plan, Mr. Speaker. We have a plan. And I would just 
like to say Congratulations! to our Finance Minister, 
the Cabinet and the Members of caucus, Mr. Speaker. 
We are a team that contribute every week to every-
thing that this Government does. So the hope that I 
would leave and the dreams I would leave for our 
people as I finish off tonight, Mr. Speaker, is, know 
one thing: that this Progressive Labour Party Gov-
ernment have you in mind. We will continue to keep 
you in mind, and we will continue to work for you.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Furbert. 
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Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Furbert, you have your 30 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
Good evening, colleagues. I probably will not take all 
of my 30 minutes, but I did want to have the oppor-
tunity to speak to the Economic Recovery Plan that 
we do have. 
 And, yes, I am going to reiterate what MP De 
Silva had just mentioned in regard to a plan, and that, 
indeed, we have. And there were calls for a plan, Mr. 
Speaker. And not every country, not every jurisdiction 
has a plan, Mr. Speaker. But we, this Government, 
has taken the time to get a plan done. And interesting-
ly enough, we had policies already in place that would 
complement this plan. 
 I just want to speak to this plan as the Ministry 
of Social Development and Seniors, because many 
persons—the Ministry of Social Development and 
Seniors would actually have a lot to do with wrapa-
round services and support services for persons when 
we are finding ourselves in difficult times such as food 
security, poverty, job losses. And so we will find peo-
ple in difficult times, particularly during this period of 
COVID-19, which is why we had to come up with the 
national Economic Recovery Plan. And I just want to 
take this time to thank the third sector; as well as all of 
the helping agencies; and even Government, who has 
come forward with such programmes as the unem-
ployment benefit, the supplementary employment 
benefit, financial assistance and the great deed that 
we did to help those persons who worked at the 
Southampton Princess at the time. These things that 
we did as a Government, Mr. Speaker, helped. They 
helped our people, and they helped us to maintain a 
level of recovery. 
 Anyone who knows me knows that I am a 
therapist by profession, occupational therapist by pro-
fession. And as an occupational therapist, I have had 
the opportunity to write treatment plans for people. 
And a plan would include . . . first, you know, you 
would include background information. You would in-
clude goals, objectives. But your plan would have a 
trajectory. It would have a period of time in which we 
would like to see something come into fruition. But 
what was most important with any treatment plan that 
you wrote, Mr. Speaker, was the persons who were 
involved in that plan. And they have to have had moti-
vation. And they have to have had the desire to work 
and to work hard to see their plan come into fruition or 
to reach their goals and to reach their objectives, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 And I feel and I know the Progressive Labour 
Party has hard workers. And we have motivation to 
see this plan come into fruition. Now, I am not going to 
say that what is outlined in this plan is going to hap-
pen tomorrow or maybe months from now or maybe a 

year from now. It actually outlines in the plan, if you 
have had the time to read it, that it is a trajectory peri-
od. You know, we hope to see recovery starting to 
come into play in 2023—between 2023 and 2025. 
 And so with all of the policies or policy initia-
tives, priority initiatives that we have listed, Bermuda, 
you are going to see your defined sorts of plans. You 
know, when we talk about launching a casino industry, 
we are working on this. And you are going to see 
more of this. When we talk about medical tourism, a 
medical tourism facility, we are working on a hard 
plan. You know, we have lots of research that is going 
into these policies. So you will see more of this. You 
are not going to see everything in this, all of the step-
by-step procedures in this Economic Recovery Plan 
that we have in front of us today. But you will get 
them. And we will continue as a Government to work 
hard with great motivation to see these initiatives 
come into fruition. 
 I heard one of our colleagues already mention 
this evening about, Well, in this Economic Recovery 
Plan we don’t see anything as it relates to tourism or 
international business. But we have a whole Bermuda 
Tourism Authority that was set up. Actually I just went 
online to do a quick search, and the Premier actually 
did an outlook forum with the Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority, a recalibrate and recovery session for our tour-
ism industry. So, you know, we are working towards 
these things. 
 The outcome of an Economic Recovery Plan 
is going to be contingent on how long we are in this 
economic downturn. And so as a Government we 
have already demonstrated that we are doing all that 
we can to try to get us out of this COVID-19, to try to 
eliminate the coronavirus in Bermuda or at least keep 
it to very low levels, because that will determine our 
economic success. We have made testing accessible. 
We have made vaccinations accessible. I mean, I am 
just looking at the vaccination centre flyer. You know, 
it is accessible. You know, there is availability. We 
have made it open. With the Close to Home initiative, 
with mobile vaccinations, we have made it accessible 
for our people. We want our people to know that we 
are very serious about getting out of COVID-19, which 
is a major contributor to where we are today.  

Mr. Speaker, you know, sometimes we see 
plans, we write plans, and they are just words and we 
read them. And we have to remember that we are 
talking about people’s lives, how the economic down-
turn has affected people’s lives. Not having access to 
a job or not being able to work, you cannot make 
money to bring into the house to pay bills, to pay for 
food, these are real, real, real issues, and we have to 
think about people. 
 Again, Mr. Speaker, my Ministry does have to 
deal with wraparound support services. And so it can 
be a very heavy Ministry. And we are talking about 
money to be able to assist people. But what I can say 
is that this Economic Recovery Plan, Mr. Speaker, 
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does address jobs. It addresses the youth employ-
ment strategy initiative, as we know one of the lowest 
age categories of persons who find themselves un-
employed is between the ages of 18 and 26. And so I 
am sure that has been compounded with the econom-
ic downturn due to COVID-19. But this is an initiative 
that we are looking to address. 
 So this Economic Recovery Plan, Mr. Speak-
er, addresses . . . you know, we have mentioned the 
principles: reducing the cost of living, fairness and 
equity, providing or assisting more jobs for us in Ber-
muda . . . Economic protections are in there, Mr. 
Speaker. And so I just encourage everyone to take 
the opportunity to read this plan. And I am very proud 
of our Government for making sure that we were on 
the money with making sure that we did have an Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to bring to the atten-
tion of my colleagues an article that I came across, 
which was published in November of 2020. It talked 
about taking control and how we can unlock the eco-
nomic recovery. And what it spoke to was a number of 
recommendations that governments should focus on 
with an Economic Recovery Plan. And, Mr. Speaker, if 
you will allow me to just highlight what some of these 
recommendations were . . .  
 
[No audible response] 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, the first recom-
mendation for governments was to make sure that 
[they] have proper leadership. We must display deci-
sive leadership. And I think we have been very deci-
sive in demonstrating the protection of our people, in 
demonstrating clear and decisive action.  

Our Premier, our Minister of Health have been 
in the forefront particularly as we go through COVID-
19. And they have been leading weekly meetings, bi-
weekly meetings, meeting all throughout the days, all 
throughout different hours. They have been meeting, 
meeting, meeting with contentment, with motivation, 
with commitment. And so not just our Premier and our 
Minister of Health, even though they are in the fore-
front, our other Ministers as well have been working 
diligently to make sure that we try to fulfil objectives 
and goals to the best of our ability. So one of those 
recommendations was leadership. And, Bermuda, you 
have good leadership. 
 Another objective, Mr. Speaker, was that we 
set prioritised agendas and that countries should have 
a national Economic Recovery Plan. And so here is 
the Economic Recovery Plan, Mr. Speaker. 
 Another point that they raised in this article 
was personnel. And here, you know, others have 
mentioned our essential workers and what they have 
done for us particularly during this period of COVID-
19. And they have done an extremely, extremely diffi-
cult job. And we have all thanked them along the way. 
But, we cannot say thank you enough. This team has 

led us through this health crisis, and they have com-
mended structures. I remember one time seeing a 
chart of structures that the Ministry of Health did, mak-
ing sure that we covered every area within Health 
through this COVID-19. And people went out and they 
did due diligence for the people of this country, mak-
ing sure that we empower people with the appropriate 
skill sets. The call centre, the testing centre, the vac-
cination centre, people are being trained for this. They 
are being trained. We are not taking this lightly, Just 
go up there and do your job; we are training people for 
this and making sure people have the appropriate skill 
sets. 
 This paper, Mr. Speaker, also speaks about 
structures and making sure that we have structures 
and systems in place, that we are being data-driven. 
The Economic Recovery Plan gives us data. We have 
been sharing data all along. Particularly as it relates to 
the COVID-19, we have been sharing data. And this 
Economic Recovery Plan, if you read it, Mr. Speaker, 
you will see that there are data in there to make sure 
that our decisions, our policies, our initiatives that we 
make are transparent. And it also gives the Bermudi-
an public something to hold us accountable for. 
 Also, with our systems is proactively com-
municating Government initiatives and progress. And 
that is what we are doing, Mr. Speaker. We are con-
stantly providing opportunities to communicate with 
Government, and Government is constantly giving out 
information on our initiatives and progress. So, Ber-
muda, you do not have to worry or fret that some of 
these policies that we have talked about today that 
you are not going to get information about them and 
they are not going to be further developed, because 
they will. And you will know about them, and you will 
hear about them. While we may not be able to get 
through all of them throughout our total trajectory, it is 
a plan, Mr. Speaker. And I look forward to working 
alongside my colleagues so that we reach these poli-
cy initiatives and priority initiatives so that we can see 
an economic—not downturn, but an upturn, Mr. 
Speaker. That is what we want for our people. That is 
what we want for our country. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
  
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Adams. How are you this evening, 
sir? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: I am pretty good, sir. I am feeling 
good. 
 
The Speaker: Good. You have your 30 minutes. 



1554  4 June 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I hope that you no-
ticed that, as the Minister of Sport and Premier said 
that cricket was about to start, in hopes of a good Cup 
Match I decided to— 
 
The Speaker: Well, I see you are wearing your red-
and-blue, so it is good that you are representing the 
West End of the Island because I know your father 
wanted you to wear your red-and-blues. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, you know I am 
Somerset through and through. 
 
The Speaker: Very good. All right. I grew up nearby 
Somerset. I know who your father is. Okay. All right. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I am going to start 
by saying that I am a bit confused and disappointed. 
And I will tell you why.  

I am first confused. I am confused because 
there was an Honourable Member who spoke previ-
ously and questioned whether or not the Economic 
Recovery Plan considered international business. So I 
am confused, because in the document, as well as the 
Minister spoke about earlier (and I quote), he said, “In 
parallel to the ERP, it is important to highlight that 
Bermuda will also continue to move forward with . . . 
additional government initiatives to support the vi-
brancy of Bermuda’s international business sector.” I 
emphasise that because this Government is always, 
and has always, recognised the value that interna-
tional business plays on our economy. And those 
sorts of initiatives run in parallel to the Economic Re-
covery Plan. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am disappointed because 
I heard previously the Opposition Leader say that his 
opinion on this Economic Recovery Plan was that it 
was not in a position for the everyday Bermudian to 
understand. The reason why I am disappointed is be-
cause it becomes quite obvious to me that he contin-
ues to underestimate the intelligence of the everyday 
Bermudian because there is nothing in this Economic 
Recovery Plan that I believe the average Bermudian 
cannot understand. 
 With that, Mr. Speaker, I am reminded and I 
will say that I will always remember the African prov-
erb that says, “For tomorrow belongs to the people 
who prepare for it today.” So with that, I congratulate 
the Finance Minister for tabling this timely Economic 
Recovery Plan, a plan that says to the country that we 
can debate at great length the events which led us to 
this point economically. But at the end of the day, we 
are who we are, and here is the Government’s plan to 
address it head-on. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a part of a 
Government that is not here to make excuses or wal-
low in the negativity, but instead has kept its head 

down working for the people of Bermuda, working on 
a strategy and a path forward to stabilise our econo-
my, return to a balanced budget, begin repaying our 
national debt, increase jobs and build a nation of 
owners. Mr. Speaker, this plan is the Government’s 
way of preparing for tomorrow today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will re-emphasise the point that 
the Economic Recovery Plan was a collaborative ef-
fort. The Cabinet team, government technical officers 
and other key external stakeholders contributed with 
the sole purpose of producing the best recovery plan 
possible. If there is one thing we all can agree on, it is 
that we all want what is best for Bermuda. Mr. Speak-
er, working with stakeholders is important because it 
allows us to listen to other perspectives, combine our 
strength and best prepare for scenarios we may not 
have considered. This Government recognises that 
we will reach our destination faster when we are row-
ing together in the same direction.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, the question then becomes, 
Where is our destination? What direction are we 
headed in? And when we look at the Economic Re-
covery Plan, we see seven key themes, the first being 
diversifying our economy. Mr. Speaker, any invest-
ment advisor would tell you the importance of diversi-
fying your portfolio. The saying, Don’t put all of your 
eggs in one basket comes to mind, and in Bermuda’s 
case we have managed to put many of our eggs in 
two baskets, namely, IB and tourism. So it is time to 
focus on introducing industries whilst continuing to 
foster a healthy environment for the existing ones. 
And so, as my colleagues mentioned, the plan is to 
establish and develop industries such as FinTech, 
gaming, vertical farming, medical tourism and others 
and have them contribute to our economy as well. 
 Number two is making financial markets work 
better for Bermudians. Mr. Speaker, if I had my way, I 
would have this as number one. There are too many 
of these companies profiting off of everyday hard-
working Bermudians. And so we are focused on tasks 
such as increasing competition in this country, reduc-
ing interest rates and establishing a digital bank that 
will be owned by Bermudians.  

Mr. Speaker, I heard an Honourable Member 
previously question whether a digital bank was the 
answer. However, that Member has no idea about the 
scope and plan for the Bermuda National Digital Bank. 
And so I am baffled as to how anyone could question 
something they know nothing about. (But I digress.) 
Mr. Speaker, for far too long, too many Bermudians in 
this particular industry have just been looked at as 
employees and customers. Mr. Speaker, Bermudians 
will have an opportunity to now own their own bank. 
 Number three is building new, and enhancing 
existing, infrastructure. Mr. Speaker, it is critical for the 
future growth and development of this country that we 
continue to invest in infrastructure, continue to invest 
in opportunities that will increase efficiency, continue 
to invest in enhancing the lives of Bermudians. A new 
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waste and water management facility is a great ex-
ample of an opportunity where modern advancement 
has made our current facility antiquated. And this 
Government will look to make the investment neces-
sary that will prove beneficial in both the short, medi-
um and long term. 
 Number four is expanding Bermuda’s resident 
population. Mr. Speaker, imagine a situation where a 
group of people get together to lift a heavy rock over 
their heads, and one by one a person lifting leaves, 
thereby making the rock increasingly heavier for those 
still lifting it. So, when considering our economy and 
the country, we are at a point where we need to put 
policies in place that will encourage more lifters. Our 
aim with initiatives such as the economic investment 
certificates and others is to increase our population so 
that we ease the tax burden on our residents and in-
troduce more contributors. Number five is labour 
market reform. Mr. Speaker, we are a Labour Gov-
ernment through and through. And we will continue to 
keep the best interests of all of the workers of Bermu-
da at heart. By establishing a national jobs strategy 
and youth employment strategy, we look to reduce 
and prevent unemployment in Bermuda while increas-
ing training opportunities as well. 
 Number six is reforming the delivery of health 
care. Mr. Speaker, as I canvass and speak to Bermu-
dians regularly, it becomes clear that health care re-
form in this country is paramount. And so this Gov-
ernment will continue to look for ways to reduce the 
cost of health care in this country and introduce a uni-
versal health care system which ensures that every-
one in Bermuda can access the basic health care they 
need. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, number seven is 
developing legal and regulatory frameworks that foster 
innovation. Mr. Speaker, Darwin said that it is not the 
strongest or most intelligent that survives, but the one 
that is most adaptable to change. So as we lay out a 
vision for this country in an ever-changing ever-
evolving world, not only is our focus to be adaptable 
and innovative ourselves, but also to become the cen-
tre of innovation. We have an opportunity to tell the 
world’s thought leaders and outside-the-box thinkers 
that Bermuda is the best environment to develop and 
test your ideas. And so we will continue to push for-
ward with initiatives such as the energy regulatory 
sandbox and encourage FinTech and digital asset 
players to innovate on this Island. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I know that you know that 
there is more to a plan than a list of initiatives and 
themes. And so the Economic Recovery Plan also 
includes measurable targets, targets aimed to evalu-
ate the progress and success of those initiatives. So 
through this plan we project to return to a balanced 
budget by fiscal year 2023/24. The successful imple-
mentation of the Economic Recovery Plan should also 
see growth by 1.3 [per cent] to 1.5 per cent per annum 
above our baseline historical level of 1.0 per cent. We 

aim to have a gross-debt-to-GDP ratio that does not 
exceed 55 per cent and net-debt-to-GDP that does 
not exceed 50 per cent. We maintain that we have no 
intention of increasing the debt ceiling and will also 
focus to ensure debt-service-to-revenue and gross-
debt-to-revenue ratios trend downward as well. Meas-
urable targets, Mr. Speaker—a key component of our 
commitment to transparency. 
 Mr. Speaker, speaking of transparency, this 
plan then goes a step further by including a form of 
accountability by illustrating the governing structure 
and identifying the Ministry that owns the task. The 
Economic Recovery Plan lists those responsible for 
seeing the initiative through, and I would like to take 
this opportunity to encourage anyone . . . anyone in-
terested in getting involved, learning more about a 
particular task or has suggestions of improvement 
should reach out to those responsible. If you want to 
know more about the medical tourism facility, reach 
out to the Ministry of the Cabinet Office. If you want to 
get involved in the national jobs strategy, reach out to 
the Ministry of Labour. If you have suggestions re-
garding the cannabis regulatory regime, contact the 
Attorney General’s Chambers. This goes back to my 
earlier point, Mr. Speaker, of a collaborative effort.  
 Mr. Speaker, I will end by acknowledging that 
a strategic plan means nothing without proper execu-
tion. While the Economic Recovery Plan is a critical 
first step, we understand that the people of Bermuda 
elected us on our ability to execute, produce results 
and impact the lives for the betterment of our people. 
And that is precisely why our goal is to move this 
country past the pandemic. We have an Economic 
Recovery Plan with specific aims and tasks, with 
measurable targets and timelines. But it will all be for 
nought if we continue to spend so much of our time, 
energy and resources on handling COVID-19. So 
again I thank the Minister and his team for putting 
forth a blueprint. And I, along with my other col-
leagues, now commit to executing effectively. Thank 
you. 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Adams. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. That sounds like Famous 
from out there in northwest. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good afternoon, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. How are you? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Very well, sir. Continue. 
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Mr. Christopher Famous: Can you hear me well? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Very well, sir. You sound like a 
St. George’s fan. Continue. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: All right. My video may or 
may not cut out. But I just want to put some things in 
real quick. 
 I heard the OBA criticising our Economic Re-
covery Plan. But let us just go over the OBA’s eco-
nomic strategy. Give money to Aecon, check. Give 
money to Morgan’s Point, check. Give money to 
Cross Island, check. Cut money from schools, check. 
Cut money from the workers, check. Cut money from 
seniors, check. That was the OBA’s strategy. There is 
this narrative, Mr. Speaker, that is, Let’s call a spade 
for what a spade is. This is the overwhelming narra-
tive that Black people cannot manage money, that a 
Black government cannot manage money, that union-
ised workers should not have a say in the economic 
prosperity of this Island. That is the narrative, Mr. 
Speaker. Let us call it for what it is. 
 I listened to the verbiage from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 10. It is the continuation of 
that narrative. Now, I cannot articulate as well as the 
Honourable Member who just spoke before me, so I 
am going to keep it real short. Prior to COVID-19 we 
had closed the gap on the deficit without laying off 
workers, without cutting money for seniors, without 
cutting money from schools. As a matter of fact, we 
gave the schools more money. But we were still able 
to close down the deficit. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? We were about to pay down on the debt. 
 Then comes along Morgan’s Point. And the 
Honourable Finance Minister has to find $200 million 
to pay that, increasing our debt from $2.5 billion to 
$2.7 billion. Then comes along COVID-19. And we 
have got to pay for that. But on top of that, we have 
got to pay out $20 million to Aecon. Why? Because of 
the OBA’s economic plan. Their plan was to give the 
rich more money, and that is exactly what has hap-
pened. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am just going to speak 
briefly on the Ministry that I am attached to. The Hon-
ourable Deputy Premier spoke about some points, 
and let me just reiterate. We have a space strategy to 
make money—yes, money from off of space, satel-
lites. We have a strategy to make money from subsea 
cables, underground cables. We have money coming 
in for the green fund. That green fund—let me be 
clear—that is not a fund for the green party; that is a 
fund for green energy that is going to create jobs. We 
have to, no, I will not say get away from fossil fuel, but 
we have to find backup just in case. But all of that 
takes money. And we also have money coming in, or 
we have a plan for the blue economy. That might be 
the blue-and-blue economy in a couple of weeks, but 
for the blue economy. 

 So here is the thing, Mr. Speaker. As I said, I 
am not going to elaborate much longer. But let us 
compare the two strategies. We do not have any 
strategy for giving away money to rich people with 
hopes that we might get a couple of dollars come 
back. That was the OBA’s strategy. Our strategy is to 
empower our people and, as the Honourable Law-
rence Scott said, to inspire people to start their own 
businesses, because the days of our relying on others 
to give us a job have come to an end. 
 So with that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is all I 
have to say. Thank you for the opportunity. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Famous. 
 Are there any further speakers? Any further 
speakers? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Sounds like the Honoura-
ble Member Weeks. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, sir. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have the floor, Mr. Weeks. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Deputy. How are you 
tonight? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Very well indeed. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Okay, Mr. Deputy. I would like 
to start off my remarks by saying in the midst of this 
global pandemic we have leaders, strong leadership. 
Up until 15 months ago, Mr. Deputy Speaker, our 
Government was on a good track. They were doing 
what was right for our people, trying to get our people 
back to work and do legislation to ensure that our 
country moves forward. Some of us would have you 
believe, Mr. Deputy, that the Government started or 
that life started 13 or 14 months ago. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: But our Government was ac-
tually doing some good stuff before then. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, since this pandemic has 
gripped us and globally gripped the world, we have 
needed strong and courageous leadership. We need-
ed somebody to be innovative and able to think out-
side the box, actually being able to reset the dial if you 
will, Mr. Deputy Speaker. And we must take our hats 
off to the Premier and his team. You know, we have 
made a few missteps, but that is all being accepted 
when something is dropped in your lap that you did 
not see coming. But they have done a good job, and 
we have done a good job in supporting them. 
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 My remarks tonight, Mr. Deputy Speaker, are 
mainly going to be on the Ministry that I am attached 
to, the Ministry of Labour. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
heard a speaker before me speaking about, We have 
not been focused on international business. I could 
not believe my ears, Mr. Deputy Speaker. That is all 
we seem to focus on, international business. But this 
Government now is saying, What about Mr. and Mrs. 
Bermuda? And hence, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the initia-
tives that the Labour Ministry have put in place are 
doing just that. They are doing some things that are 
courageous, in my opinion. Because immigration, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, is always the topic that we have to 
look at and tread lightly on because even though we 
need bodies in Bermuda, we need revenue, we can-
not do any of that if we do not first see how it affects 
Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda, in my opinion. And some of 
these initiatives by our Labour Government are doing 
that. 
 So, one of the initiatives of Labour is the in-
vestment certificate, Mr. Deputy Speaker. And that is 
to try to stimulate our economy, to try and have peo-
ple come here because we need bodies on the 
ground. And this time where we are competing inter-
nationally because everybody is going through this 
global situation and they are trying to stimulate their 
economy, we have to sell what we used to sell for the 
last 50 years, and that is the beauty of the country and 
the beauty of our people. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: And in order to get people to 
come here, to believe in our product, we have to put 
the people out there. We have to show our country to 
be safe, we have to show our country to be welcom-
ing. And the natural beauty of ours is another good 
thing that can help to entice people to come to Ber-
muda, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 So in saying that, one of the things that I no-
tice, because I am very much involved in charities . . . 
one of the things that I take my hat off to the Minister 
and Ministry of Labour, Mr. Deputy, is that one of the 
criteria was for them, for whoever bought or received 
a certificate would have to invest in a charity. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, since I am in the charity field now 
over the last 12 months, I know that this pandemic . . . 
we do not talk about it much, but this pandemic has 
affected the charitable sector on our Island. Most of 
the charity goes to the underemployed, unemployed, 
the homeless and the like. So I was excited, got to be 
excited when I saw that one of the criteria was an in-
vestment in a charity. Because our food banks, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, could definitely use an influx of some 
charitable love from whichever sector that it could 
come from. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, moving on. The Ministry 
of Labour again shows their commitment to trying to 
balance their portfolio by having the closed-door cate-

gories. And that is to put the Bermudian at a level 
playing field, or a better playing field, and the work 
permit holders would have to take second place, so to 
speak, when it comes to these closed-door catego-
ries. So again for those naysayers, this Labour Minis-
try is doing its part in helping our country get back 
where it should be. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the youth employment 
strategy is also an initiative of the Ministry of Labour. 
That is to get our youngsters employed, get them 
trained and retrained, and prepared for our economy 
when it picks up. So that is another initiative of the 
Labour Ministry. One other initiative, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that I am very much in favour of is the mini-
mum and living wage. Mr. Deputy Speaker, this initia-
tive is long overdue. And I know that we have just 
scratched the surface because there is a lot of work to 
be done to satisfy the needs of our people. But we 
have come a long way. We have come a long way in 
doing what we can to make sure that whatever hap-
pens with moving our country forward or opening our 
country up [is] to keep Mr. and Mrs. Smith firmly in 
mind. 
 And that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is a commit-
ment by this Labour Government to make it known 
that we are interested in international business, bring-
ing bodies here, helping our revenue to increase, but 
not at the expense of Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda. And for 
that I take my hat off to the Labour Minister and his 
team. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I could move on real 
quick to some grants, something that the Premier has 
been doing that has not been getting much credit. But 
I want to take the time now to acknowledge it. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, last year the Premier has been giv-
ing grants to our workmen and our sporting clubs. You 
may know because the team that wears red and white 
got a nice little bit, you know. So they too, along with 
several other clubs, have gotten a nice little bit. 
 And once that is done, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in 
my humble opinion being a member of these sporting 
and workmen’s environment, that has helped to create 
jobs in itself. It has helped to do those little small pro-
jects that could stimulate our tradesmen, that they 
could come and they could help to do some small pro-
jects that they have been wanting to do. So hats-off to 
the Premier for doing that. It is not something that is 
always acknowledged, but it goes a long way when 
you talk to the man on the street and you talk to those 
people in the workmen’s clubs and the sporting clubs. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, another Ministry that I 
am attached to is the Transport Ministry. I cannot wax 
as lyrical as the current Transport Minister, as he 
knows how to put things in perspective, but I will try. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I heard him talking earlier about 
when you walk down Front Street, look to your right, 
depending on which way you are going, or left. Driving 
down Harbour Road, look. And you see in the harbour 
a home for these boats. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I smiled 



1558  4 June 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

at that because this morning when I was out on my 
morning walk with my wife, we were on Front Street. 
And we saw these Viking’s [cruise ships]. And when I 
looked and saw it, the first thing that came to mind 
that early in the morning was jobs. Jobs! Jobs for our 
people.  

It was a welcome sight to see our harbour 
hosting the Viking ships. And I am looking forward to 
more of that because everything that came to my 
mind seeing that ship was, taxes, working, other 
modes of transportation, tours, our hotels, because I 
believe coming and going the passengers have to use 
our hotels and our restaurants. So that homeporting 
initiative has definitely been able to, or is able to, 
touch on a lot of sectors of our society. So I look for-
ward to that happening, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Also, the Transport Minister talked about the 
new different routes to get or stay connected to vari-
ous people in our country—i.e., the Indians, the Filipi-
nos. We have already started our charter with Portu-
gal. But I would like to add, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 
we cannot forget the growing segment of our society, 
and that is the worker from Africa. More and more Af-
ricans are coming to Bermuda. I must say they are 
coming in a professional capacity. So while we are 
looking at tourism and connecting different routes, 
now is the time, while we reset the dial, to look at a 
route to Africa, Mr. Deputy Speaker.  

Culturally, you know, we can definitely con-
nect with them. And I do agree with Portugal and India 
and the Philippines, and whatnot. I am not saying that 
that is not what we should do; I agree with that. But I 
think that we should add Africa to the routes that we 
are looking to expand our tourism product to, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 As I close—see, I am not going to talk long—I 
just wanted to touch on a few points. As I close, I want 
to take my hat off to what the Government has been 
doing, our Labour Minister, in particular, our Transport 
Minister. The Finance Minister has been doing a re-
markable job. The Premier has been doing a remark-
able job leading the charge. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Weeks. 
 Are there any further speakers? Is that the 
Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am happy 
to speak. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. 
 I am grateful to join this debate today. And 
certainly there have been a number of capable contri-
butions from Members on this side, certainly from not 

only our capable front bench, but also our capable 
back bench. And they have spoken about the differ-
ence in approaches between our Government and the 
former Government. They have spoken about how 
they put this plan together, spoke about how multi-
faceted this particular plan is. And I am very grateful 
for the work of the Government teams who played a 
part in putting the plan together and certainly thankful 
to the Minister of Finance and his team in the Ministry 
of Finance who coordinated this effort. It was an all-of-
government effort, as you would have heard from 
what many Ministers who have already spoken have 
spoken about the work, the analysis that went into 
place. 
 There certainly was a lot of energy that was 
expended to pick out the top 31 items of over 80 items 
that were proposed and considered. And it is im-
portant to note that these were analysed to see which 
would work best. And they were analysed between 
what was the most complex thing to implement, what 
were the things that would cost the most to imple-
ment, what would the economic impact be insofar as 
jobs and economic improvements and contribution to 
GDP. And that is the reason why we ended up with 
the particular items which are outlined inside of the 
Economic Recovery Plan, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 I have been able to listen in on a little bit, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. And I certainly have heard some 
comments from some Members of the Opposition. 
And some of the things that they were saying were 
that, Oh, we don’t see this, or Oh, we don’t see that, 
or, What about this? This is not a political document, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, where we are trying to be all 
things to all people. That is not what this is about. This 
is not about saying, Oh, the Government’s economic 
plan has this in it, this in it, so that is good. We are 
being realistic as we are constrained by finances. And 
I heard Honourable Members speak earlier about 
Morgan’s Point, that it would have been great to have 
an extra $200 million to throw behind the Economic 
Recovery Plan and some of these initiatives. But the 
fact is that we do not have that, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 So, in looking at and structuring this plan, we 
structured this plan understanding the economic 
shock that the coronavirus could bring to our econo-
my, recognising where we stood in regard to the 
things of which we were forced to pay for, such as 
Morgan’s Point, and understanding a trajectory to 
make sure that we did not fall into the debt trap and 
we can sufficiently make sure that we added growth to 
our economy so that we can begin or get back to 
where we were prior to the pandemic, where we were 
about to be to a place where our debt was going to be 
going down instead of going up. And so the truth is, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we cannot throw it all out 
there. And we need to be focused on our approach. 
 But I think there is also something that is very 
important for the listening audience and Honourable 
Members to take in. And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will 
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admit that I have not been able to hear all of the de-
bate. I have had to certainly step out for some meet-
ings. But it is important to recognise that it is important 
for us to focus not solely on what we do well, but it is 
also important to make sure that we look at doing 
things differently. And diversification of the economy is 
key. It is something that we speak about often, but it is 
key. And this plan is a good plan and a sound plan. 
But what is important, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when we 
talk about the economic terms and we speak about an 
Economic Recovery Plan, is that this plan is not just 
focused on items that will benefit business. Because, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the truth is if we fix the economy 
and we fix and we take care of those who have and 
we do not focus on the very important issues such as 
affordable housing, such as universal health care and 
such as lowering the price of food, then we have a 
challenge inside of our economy, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 I want to repeat that again because this Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan is not just focused on business. 
This is not the One Bermuda Alliance’s economic re-
covery plan. And we will not recover the country if we 
are focused solely on business. This is the Progres-
sive Labour Party Economic Recovery Plan as we 
know that there are kitchen-table issues that must be 
dealt with and cannot be ignored.  

When we talk about . . . and the Minister of 
Public Works will speak to the issues of affordable 
housing, the additional funds that are going to be put 
into affordable housing in the execution of the Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan so we can provide that relief. 
The work of which we are going to be doing with im-
proved residential schemes which will tie into that very 
nicely, provide even more affordable housing. 
 When we talk about what the Minister of 
Health is doing on the reform of our health care sys-
tem, making sure that we make universal health care 
available and affordable to persons, those are things 
that are important. And certainly the work of which the 
Minister for the Cabinet Office spoke about when it 
comes to the kitchen-table issues about the reducing 
of the price of food. We hear a lot of comments about, 
Oh, what are we going to do with vertical farms and 
Oh, what about this? and What about that? But, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, if we keep doing what we have been 
doing in the past, we will keep getting what we have 
been getting. And if there is one thing that this Gov-
ernment has been able to demonstrate is that we will 
not be afraid to take risks and be bold, and to move 
forward with initiatives that may not actually pay off in 
one week or two weeks, or one year, but will yield the 
long-term end and the long-term economic recovery. 
Because that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is what is im-
portant. 
 I also heard some comments about the lack of 
details. This is a significant document, and this is a 
summary document behind the larger-scale Economic 
Recovery Plan which was produced. But it is im-
portant to note that out of the 31 options or primary 

initiatives that were outlined here, some of them have 
already been delivered. So we are not waiting for this 
debate or other matters to move forward on these ini-
tiatives, as Ministers and Ministries are continuing to 
press ahead. But what is also recognised in the sum-
mary report, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is that we need to 
make sure that we execute and deliver. And it is diffi-
cult when you are dealing with the regular functions of 
government and we have to recognise that the public 
service is far less staffed than it used to be, which 
means that there are key matters of service delivery 
that have to be addressed which makes it difficult to 
focus and to put mind and energy to things which are 
not necessarily top of mind, but that are outside of the 
actual service delivery that needs to take place on a 
day-to-day basis in government. 
 And a plan without a plan for execution will 
not be successful. That is the reason why this Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan has outlined the structure to 
make sure that we can advance and execute these 
items. Truth is, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I did give a Minis-
terial Statement when we were here in the budget 
session speaking about the setting up of the Econom-
ic Recovery Plan Project Management Office. And I 
will be honest, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Over the last two 
months we have been dealing with a deadly spike in 
the coronavirus. And sadly, the timeline for the imple-
mentation of the Project Management Office has 
slipped. 
 However, that much being said, we have de-
termined an approach that will match the private and 
public sector tally in the staffing of this office that will 
certainly further the interests of this country and lead 
the implementation of the things which are outlined in 
this Economic Recovery Plan. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
private sector partners have engaged, and we will 
shortly confirm a senior public service lead in addition 
with the private sector partnering. The benefit of seek-
ing private sector assistance is, as I said, in many 
cases there are existing resources that are engaged 
in this very economic recovery work. There is work 
that is already taking place on behalf of Government 
in other jurisdictions. And it is important that we do not 
re-invent the wheel, and that we match talents that will 
provide the Government with the opportunity not only 
to capitalise on expertise, but also to build capacity 
within the public service. 
 So it is important for me to outline, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that we are not just bringing in people to run 
in to operate this and the persons who are leading. 
We are bringing a mix of having public sector persons 
having university grant lists who may be new who 
could form a part of this team, in addition to skilled 
public service officers who know and can understand 
and can navigate the public service, to form a core 
team to drive these initiatives forward. And it is a view 
that the Project Management Office will be staffed 
during this month with a full engagement that will 
commence in July. 
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 Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there were some 
items as well that we heard (before I get to the specif-
ic points which I am meant to cover) about low-
hanging fruit. And I think that it is important that we 
remember where this Economic Recovery Plan came 
from. And I am sure the Minister of Finance prefaced 
this earlier, but last year we did go through an exer-
cise bringing together multiple sectors of the coun-
try—the economy of the country, the social partners of 
the country—and dealt with a significant number of 
low-hanging-fruit issues. And as I have said, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker, some of these things that are outlined 
here have already been executed. 
 But what this economy does not need is short-
term fixes. We must make sure that we are taking this 
unique opportunity to redesign how our economy 
works. And there is no doubt when speaking about 
issues of affordable housing, speaking about issues of 
the Economic Recovery Plan, speaking about issues 
of lowering the cost of food, speaking about issues of 
which have been highlighted here by the Minister of 
Labour on immigration reform on how we change 
those things, investing more in our workforce, that 
those are long-term investments which are necessary 
to have a long-term plan that will yield benefits. 
 And I want to make sure I am clear, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. Because the view is—and I want to put 
persons on notice, especially persons in the Opposi-
tion—when they speak about, Oh! Well, this plan has 
no immediate benefits in six months . . . it is not meant 
to, Mr. Deputy Speaker. That is not what this is about. 
And the challenge of which we have is short-term 
thinking. Things like the America’s Cup, a one-time 
boost, do not lead to long-term success. And we have 
done a lot of short-term items, and we need to make 
sure that we are focused on long-term planning, 
things that will actually make a difference in 5 years, 
in 10 years, in 15 years, executing on a long-term 
Economic Recovery Plan and executing on a long-
term strategy that will grow our GDP over time, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 I say that because I remember the attacks on 
the Government for their pursuit of FinTech. We do 
not hear those attacks anymore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
because we laid out a strategy. We are executing a 
strategy, and we know that it is bringing jobs and eco-
nomic opportunity and investment to the country. And 
that continues. And the silence which we are hearing, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, is because we know that it is 
working and the Opposition knows that it is working. 
So I need to caution us all not to be solely focused on 
the quick wins. It is to make sure that we are doing the 
work so these things are sustainable in the long term 
so the changes and the impacts that are made are 
helpful to our citizens, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Now what I would say is that there are specific 
items underneath here which fall underneath my re-
mit, Mr. Deputy Speaker. There are a number of 
things such as the Bermuda Economic Development 

Corporation speaking about the Uptown Development 
Authority, which work is progressing on. And it will be 
in place before the summer, seeded with $1 million to 
jumpstart the development of an approved residential 
scheme in North East Hamilton. When it comes to 
approved residential schemes in North East Hamilton, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, soon the House will consider the 
North East Hamilton Plan, which has been done with 
the consultation between the Bermuda Economic De-
velopment Corporation and the Department of Plan-
ning. And the things, Mr. Deputy Speaker, which are 
in there will revolutionise what we are going to do in 
North East Hamilton. 
 There is also the discussion in this plan about 
the expansion of the EEZ for South East Hamilton as 
well. And that is something that will be coming to the 
House most likely in the next session because it is 
important that we handle that as well. 
 Another thing that was under the Bermuda 
Economic Development Corporation, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, was the small-to-medium enterprise market-
place. Now, that is something which is particularly im-
portant as we talk about, how do we get our small 
businesses ready for the future? This is something 
that is in train, and it is something that will be 
launched next month. And we are proud of the work 
that has been done. It is being done by a local devel-
opment company, Code 441 with Mr. Jahde Eve, 
working in conjunction with Bermuda Economic De-
velopment Corporation to provide for goods and ser-
vices to easily sell products online and to sell them not 
only for the domestic audience, but also to a global 
audience, Mr. Deputy Speaker. And that is the work of 
which we are engaging. 
 Another item which is underneath here which 
falls underneath my remit, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
speaks to the casino industry. And work continues 
certainly to get this ready, and I am confident that we 
will have a casino open this year. It is key, and it is 
critical as we go ahead and move these things for-
ward. But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it speaks very clearly 
to the fact that you have to make sure you have a 
long-term plan. There was great fanfare six years ago 
when the former Government passed the Casino 
Gaming Act. But they were unable to complete the 
work which needed to be done. And I think that it is an 
important example of why we need to have long-term 
planning that works, which considers all available op-
tions, considers what is necessary to ensure that 
these things succeed and put them together, because 
we can speak to the same thing that happened with 
FinTech, Mr. Deputy Speaker. However, we have 
been able to address that by working with other over-
seas banks and other things, and in other agencies, to 
make sure that we are actually developing FinTech in 
Bermuda and FinTech jobs. So I am certain that we 
will have a casino open this year. 
 One of the things that also falls underneath 
my remit is the support to the small and medium en-
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terprises. We certainly had an exchange on Parlia-
mentary Questions earlier, so we know where we are 
going. We know the support that we have been given, 
and we also know the red tape that we are getting rid 
of and the work that we will do to further reduce barri-
ers for products.  

There will be changes to the Bermuda Eco-
nomic Development Act, the changes to the Act that 
governs the Bermuda Economic Development Corpo-
ration. There will be further changes. There will be 
further breaks that will be given to start-up businesses 
to make it easier. We will be implementing items that 
are there regarding the one-stop shopping to make 
sure it is easier for entrepreneurs to go ahead and 
start, and to make permanent certain tax breaks for 
start-up companies to make sure that they can get 
their businesses off the ground, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 The final item which I will speak to is the Ber-
muda National Digital Bank. Now, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, you will be aware that this was the number one 
item inside of the Progressive Labour Party’s election 
manifesto. And it is a key and critical initiative. As has 
already been reported, there was a contract that was 
given to develop the work for the Bermuda National 
Digital Bank. Persons were engaged to put together a 
business plan. That process continues. We have re-
ceived two drafts of that business plan. The time of 
delivery of that business plan is the end of the month 
of June. At that point in time, we will go to Cabinet and 
outline the next steps. I am grateful that I will be able 
to update this Honourable House on the progress of 
that initiative prior to this House rising for the summer, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 But the work is certainly progressing. And 
what is important in this is that we are taking a delib-
erate approach and we are actually examining all of 
the possible options. There have been numerous con-
sultations which have been done with the local indus-
try. We are speaking to the trade unions, we are 
speaking to the existing banks, new banks which are 
looking to enter the market to understand the prob-
lems that exist. And there are significant issues of 
which we identify. 
 But what is important, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is 
that this fits in with the other items of which were men-
tioned earlier. When we are talking about dealing 
[with] and tackling the cost of living and the cost of 
doing business in this country, whether it is affordable 
housing, whether it is universal health care, whether it 
is the cost of food or whether it is the cost of foreign 
access to capital, or also the cost of mortgages in this 
country which is far and above what we find in other 
countries—Canada, the United States, the United 
Kingdom or many other places. And it is always back 
to development and delivery. If we can reduce mort-
gage rates in this country, Mr. Deputy Speaker, think 
of what that does for affordability. Think of what that 
does to allow more persons to get on the housing lad-

der to stimulate investment and improve residential 
schemes and others. 
 But that is the reason why, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, we talk about working and looking at this 
plan in its entirety, not just quick wins. And all of these 
things were studied when we put this together, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 In closing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will say that 
we are proud of this plan as a Government. It does 
not only deal with business, but it also deals with the 
long-term changes which are necessary for our social 
fabric in order to ensure that our economy and our 
country can survive, as the world is changing very 
quickly. The coronavirus and this pandemic presented 
an opportunity, and countries that do not seize the 
opportunity to make sure that they can transform their 
economy, recognising the challenges which have 
been exposed and inequalities which have been ex-
posed in this pandemic, will ultimately fail in the long 
run. And this Government is committed to not making 
that mistake. 
 And if Members read this plan, if the country 
reads this plan, they will know that the Government is 
focused not only on business, but also on social con-
ditions. And I hope that this Honourable House will 
support this plan today and have unanimous support. 
And we will work to enhance this issue so that we can 
bring economic growth and prosperity to our people, 
but also make sure we tackle those issues of afforda-
ble housing, such universal health care and such as 
the cost of food in new innovative ways to actually 
deliver on those promises.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, the Honourable 
Premier.  
 Any further speakers? I see the Honourable 
Minister Colonel Burch. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The Economic Recovery Plan highlights two 
areas for the Ministry of Public Works, they being in-
frastructure investment and the upgrade to the water 
and wastewater treatment facility. And they continue 
to increase the stock of affordable housing for the 
country. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will not speak 
about the Boaz Island Village infrastructure improve-
ments that concluded this week, nor will I speak about 
the $13 million stimulus programme that is well un-
derway and employing young Bermudians, nor will I 
speak about the BELCO trenching project that you 
cannot go to a parish in the country where there is not 
a trench. I will speak about the two that are listed in 
the programme, Mr. Deputy Speaker. But let me also 
say that that is not all we are doing, and those activi-
ties will come out in due course. 
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 I am going to do housing first, because I 
guess if anyone listened to the budget presentation 
this year, where there were significant cuts in budget 
allocations across the government to reflect the eco-
nomic climate in which we are in, at that stage I indi-
cated that there was no funding for affordable hous-
ing, but that I would not surrender in terms of trying to 
find a way to add to the stimulus programme so that 
we could provide some housing for our people. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, it has been at least a 
decade since the Government has provided and add-
ed to the housing inventory stock. It is almost like dé-
jà vu because about 16 years ago we were in the 
same boat when we first came to Government. And 
there had not been any investment in inventory. And 
so it makes it very difficult to tell people who are in 
need of housing. We are at the stage where the Minis-
try of Finance is considering and has indicated that we 
would get something. We do not know what that is at 
the moment, but I am hoping it is the significant 
amounts of money that I have asked for that will pro-
vide us with the ability to renovate 24 units of various 
sizes across the country, or some permutation of that, 
depending on the money that we get. 
 I will say though, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we 
did not sit idle. Having not had funding to provide for 
housing, we have gone on a new campaign at the 
Housing Corporation in terms of speaking to contrac-
tors and inviting them to renovate properties at their 
own expense and be reimbursed over time once the 
units have been rented. This project has seen half-a-
dozen houses being done under that basis. There has 
been an increased interest in doing that. And so we 
will continue in that vein irrespective of the amounts of 
money that we will get from the Ministry of Finance. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will know that most 
of my political involvement has included responsibility 
for the Bermuda Housing Corporation. It is one of the 
most fulfilling and gratifying jobs that I think anyone 
can have to provide a family with a new home and a 
new adequate home. That is the mantra that the 
[Bermuda Housing] Corporation [INAUDIBLE] has had 
for the last 12, 13 years now, of providing adequate 
housing to Bermudians as opposed to what they can 
afford and making it so that they can afford adequate 
housing.  

We take the view that to do that eliminates a 
lot of social problems later on. When you warehouse 
people, they act like they have been warehoused. 
When you house them properly, they rise to that oc-
casion and become responsible, contributing citizens 
to the country. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I could go on 
ad infinitum about the water and wastewater master 
plan, but I am not going to do that. What I am going to 
do is talk a little bit about where we have come from 
and where we are at the moment and what the out-
look is going forward. This is a programme that has 

been on the agenda of the Government I believe be-
fore we came to Government. 
 And so the Water Section in the Ministry is 
headed by a principal and water engineer, Tarik Chris-
topher. I met him about 16 years ago as a trainee in 
this Ministry. And when I met him, I said to him after 
about 15 minutes that I had never met anybody who 
got more excited about water and its development and 
delivery than he [did]. And he still has that excitement. 
Encouraged by his behaviour and conduct makes my 
job so much more pleasant, and anybody who sits in 
this job, to have a young Bermudian who leads a team 
of Bermudians who are committed and dedicated and 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic, and everything posi-
tive you can imagine in terms of delivering on their 
responsibility. 
 So he and his team have provided a water 
and wastewater master plan for the entire Island. Ob-
viously, we cannot afford that, and obviously you want 
to try and take off small bites and have some suc-
cesses. So we decided that we would focus on St. 
George’s and Southside, primarily, both for the same 
reason. Their infrastructure is collapsing around them, 
and they have customers who are not happy when 
that happens. And none of us would be happy if we 
had no water. And so they have come out with a plan. 
We are well underway now. We started about six 
months ago in baby steps at Southside in terms of 
purchasing supplies and materials while we worked 
on the full plan for St. George’s that would include 
providing services to the new St. Regis Hotel, as well 
as to the customers whom we have in St. George’s at 
the moment, as well as the St. George’s Hotel. 
 The biggest and most exciting aspect of this 
from my personal point of view (and I think every 
Bermudian’s point of view, Mr. Deputy Speaker), is 
that by the end of this year, all things going according 
to plan, we will cease pumping raw sewage off To-
bacco Bay. That day I will make a red-letter day be-
cause it will put us on the path to remove the second 
and last area where we do that. And that is in the City 
of Hamilton off of South Shore. But it is something that 
we have worked on. We have issued so far 13 ten-
ders, people who are in the East.  

Not many of us would travel on Stokes Point 
Road, but it is all dug up and just about ready to come 
onto the main road to proceed from there to Mullet 
Bay. We have tendered this out for the Stokes Point 
water crossing, which started last week, which is go-
ing from the Southside end across to Stokes Point to 
join what is being done there. 
 We have a contract out for Fort Victoria to St. 
Regis that actually is completed, and the St. Regis is 
online on the system on that side. And we have a con-
tract from York Street to Fort Victoria, a contract from 
Echo Lane to Mullet Bay Park; from Mullet Bay Park 
to Tiger Bay Lift Station on Wellington Street; Tiger 
Bay Lift Station through St. George’s Club via Rose 
Hill. A sewer force main for Southside is out for ten-
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der. A new sewage plant is on the way for Southside 
that will be able to accommodate the increase in efflu-
ence.  

A potable and reclaimed water transfer net-
work for Southside is shortly to go out to tender. The 
relocation of the Botanical Gardens tank to Fort Victo-
ria, that is in process. It requires an overseas vendor 
to come in and dismantle it. They have been paid, and 
that is under contract. That should be in place by the 
end of the year. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is a massive under-
taking. It is going to cause inconvenience to the peo-
ple of Southside and the people of St. George’s. But I 
would invite both groups to look to the future, that a lot 
of the challenges that we have had in delivering water 
consistently to all of them—and we will have the ability 
to expand to a wider constituency in St. George’s, 
[which] is shortly going to be in place. This will involve 
the trenching of all of Southside and most of St. 
George’s. But we are doing it in phases so that we 
can have everything online in St. George’s by the end 
of this year. 
 This is a $30 million project, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I am so pleased that even though some of 
the well-known contractors have contracts for this, we 
deliberately designed it so that we could carry out a lot 
of these works concurrently. And so a lot of small con-
tractors have been approved and awarded contracts 
to carry out work on this. A number of them have hired 
new staff in order to undertake this work. The aim 
here is to create jobs, as many as we can as soon as 
possible, as well as to improve the infrastructure. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are excited about this 
project. We are committed to bringing it to a conclu-
sion and as efficiently and on budget [and on] time as 
we can so that the people of St. George’s and the 
people of Southside can exhale. And we see the reli-
able services that they require as well as employing 
young Bermudians in this time of economic stress. 
 With that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will thank you 
for the opportunity to make a contribution. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, the Honourable 
Colonel Burch. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
MP Pearman. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Mr. Pearman, Honourable 
Member, continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Good evening. 
 So interesting, the Economic [Recovery] Plan 
for Bermuda. I do not envy the Minister of Finance, 
and I will say that right from the start. It is a tough job 
in a tough time. We are facing a triple whammy. We 
have the cost of living here in Bermuda, which is ex-

ceptionally high. We have had the pandemic of 
COVID-19, which has been exceptionally painful. And 
we have a general economic malaise that started 
some time ago and it is still with us today. I mean, it is 
not much better. 
 The resultant consequence of this triple 
whammy is that we are now facing considerable un-
employment. We have had businesses that are shut-
tered, businesses that may not reopen. And we have 
people who are out of work and unemployed. We 
have gone from those who were forced to do two jobs, 
two-job households, to households where there are no 
jobs. And that is tough. And it is going to be a tough 
hole to get out of. And I say that in a nonpartisan way. 
It is for that reason that I do not envy the Minister of 
Finance. As I say, he has got a tough job. 
 I think I would start, though, picking up on 
something that he said in his speech earlier this after-
noon when we started. And that was that he felt that 
Bermuda’s economy never recovered from 2009. 
Well, to be fair, that is one view. That is one view of 
things, and it may not be an incorrect view. But it kind 
of misses the elephant in the room. And the elephant 
in the room is that we have never recovered from our 
own mistakes on the economy. It was Bermudians, 
not the rest of the world, who have managed to create 
$3 billion in debt. So yes, there was an economic 
downturn in 2009. And yes, I accept it impacted Ber-
muda. But let us not forget the mess we have made—
because it is a mess. And to the extent that we are 
able to clean some of it up, that is a good idea. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a point of order. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am surprised I am being point-
of-ordered on that. I would have thought it was obvi-
ous. But go ahead. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
gentleman is saying that it is a mess. Without going 
into details, if you do a deep dive on what the money 
was spent on, the majority of money was spent on 
paying the workers of this Island. I do not equate that 
to a mess, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful for that intervention. 
Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member, yes. Let 
us take the high road. 
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Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. I was. I was, and I 
think I had just said, as I was being interrupted, that I 
do not envy the Minister of Finance for the difficulty of 
his role. 
 Economic plans. I mean, obviously it is always 
a good idea to have a plan. If you do not have a plan, 
that is a pretty bad situation to be in. To have no plan 
at all is not a good sign. I do think, though, to be fair 
and slightly light-hearted about it, when you think of 
economic plans you think of sort of Soviet five-year 
plans and great, lofty ambitions that are boldly stated 
and rarely achieved. And that is not just the Soviets. 
Some of the people, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the de-
bate earlier this evening seemed to say that we 
should all be excited because we have a plan. Well, 
yes. But you are the Government. Governments are 
supposed to have a plan. That is your job. And Par-
liaments are supposed to try to improve legislation. 
That is our job. So, you know, great you have a plan. 
In fairness, you have been the Government since 
2017, and I am delighted there is a plan. 
 The question then is, Is the plan a good plan? 
And the answer, my answer to that question, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, is that it is a bit of a mixed bag. If 
you look at the Economic Recovery Plan . . . and I 
know that some will have read it, and many will not. 
But if you are going to read, the important bits of the 
plan, the important bits are to be found at pages 19, 
20 and 21 where there are seven broad themes that 
have been laid out. And it is those seven broad 
themes which are hopefully going to guide us forward 
to prosperity.  

And let me say from the outset that some of 
these broad themes are matters about which I doubt 
anyone in Bermuda would disagree. And others I think 
people in Bermuda might seriously disagree. And that 
is what plans are about. 
 The number-one item, which is page 19, is 
economic diversification. Now, economic diversifica-
tion is something that is often discussed in our politics. 
As long as I can remember in my political memory 
going back 30–40 years now, everybody was on 
about, Will we have a third pillar of our economy? Be-
cause our economy, of course, is international busi-
ness and the tourism industry, now more often called 
hospitality. And everyone has been going on about a 
third pillar because diversification is generally a good 
idea. If you can diversify and not have all of your eggs 
in one basket, that is a good thing. 
 But economic diversification is only as good 
as the third leg, the third pillar or fourth pillar. So the 
question is not economic diversification. I think on that 
we can agree. It is a good idea to diversify if you can. 
The question is, To what are you diversifying? What is 
that third pillar? How much will it hold up the table? 
And again to be fair, some of the ideas that have been 
identified underneath that theme are good ideas.  

I am actually not a huge personal, individual 
fan of casinos. But I recognise that enhancing the ca-

sino industry in Bermuda will hopefully create jobs for 
Bermudians. And no matter what side of the aisle you 
are on, we are all about that. And so that is a decent 
idea, and let us hope it flourishes. Let us hope it does 
well. Let us hope those casinos are open very soon, 
as the Premier promised in his speech earlier. 
 Some of the ideas I am less confident about, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. I mean, medical tourism. It is a 
nice idea, and it is not necessarily a PLP or OBA or 
UBP or anybody’s idea. It has been around for ages. 
But that involves doctors and nurses and costs and 
hospital buildings. And the question really is, like most 
questions, How viable is it? And can you execute it? 
And what does the cost/benefit analysis look like? 
 So turning to a couple of the other broad 
themes, and I am not going to cover them all, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker; I do not think I need to take my full 
allotment of time. The key financial element, that is 
the second of the seven (at page 19) is to try to re-
duce the cost of mortgages by lowering interest rates. 
Again, not necessarily a PLP idea, it has been around 
for ages. And if this Government is able to achieve it, I 
for one will compliment them when they do. 
 The third of the seven is infrastructure invest-
ment. This is a common way to try to inject money into 
your economy, into your community, into your work-
force, get people back to jobs. Infrastructure invest-
ment is something about which I would suspect, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, you and I would agree on that. Good 
idea. The question then is, Is the particular investment 
the right idea? Because infrastructure investment 
costs money. So if you are going to deploy the money, 
is it the right idea? Does it give people the work? Is 
there a long-term benefit? And does it make sense? 
 Now, some of the suggestions I think, respect-
fully, do make sense. The Minister of Public Works, 
Colonel Burch, when he talks about the need for a 
water and waste treatment facility, that has long been 
identified as a problem in Bermuda. It is a good idea. 
How it is deployed is another matter, and maybe I 
might criticise him months to come. I am in the Oppo-
sition, after all. That is what we do sometimes. But as 
an idea, it is a good idea. So let us see how it is de-
ployed; let us see how it is executed. 
 Again, trying to be balanced about this. But a 
Shoreside Facility to process fish? Hmm. I mean, who 
is asking for it? Who wants it? Do the fishermen want 
it? Has there been a cost/benefit analysis? I mean, 
those are legitimate questions not just for us in the 
Opposition to ask, but for those in the Government to 
ask both around the Cabinet table and the back 
bench. Before a lot of money is spent, will that be a 
frolic that really benefits no one? Maybe it will; maybe 
it will not. But please, those who have the ability to 
look into this and ask questions, please do so. I have 
asked mine. 
 The other one that is interesting, and I accept 
it is interesting, is vertical farming. Again, I think the 
idea in theory of having vertical farming in Bermuda is 
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an excellent idea. The question is, How much will it 
cost? Where is the money going to come from? How 
long will it take? And will it work? If it works and if it is 
profitable and there is investment, one can easily see 
why vertical farming is a benefit to a small island with 
little land. The question is, How much money are you 
spending? Because when you spend money on some-
thing like that, you are taking money from something 
else. There is only a finite amount of money in the 
world. And hopefully we will bring more to Bermuda. 
And on that I think we can also agree. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, turning then to expand-
ing the resident population. We have consistently rec-
ognised the need for inward direct foreign investment. 
We recognise the need, that international business 
needs to be able to hire everybody, the best and the 
brightest, most of them Bermudian if they can be. That 
is what we want, what everybody wants. But you need 
to have flexibility in immigration for this Island to work. 
And I was slightly disappointed when one of the earli-
er speakers said that, you know, We can only assist 
international business if it works for Mr. and Mrs. Ber-
muda. To me that is not appreciating the point that 
international business is what is employing many of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda. And more importantly, when 
the tide went out with COVID-19, what it revealed was 
that the people who were working from home and still 
being paid fully, and no one lost their jobs, were large-
ly in that sector. 
 So we Bermudians, we collectively, again not 
being partisan here, should be thankful for the support 
and sacrifice that was made there because there were 
other countries where people were thrown to the wind, 
where people lost their jobs, where people were sent 
off the island. So I think it is fair just to recognise that 
international business does create jobs and it creates 
Bermudian jobs. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will not touch on all of 
them. But let me skip to the sixth of the seven points. 
And that is health care reform. I have spoken previ-
ously about my interests, which are declared on the 
parliamentary website. Notwithstanding my interests, 
for which I am attacked for the opinion I hold, my opin-
ion is a true one. And it is this: Comprehensive health 
care reform is not a solution. It would be an unmitigat-
ed disaster. It will take this economy down when we 
are already sinking. We need to keep our head above 
water. To pivot now and completely restructure our 
health care system to put it in the hands of Govern-
ment and government control would be the biggest 
mistake we could ever make.  

And I very much hope there are some on the 
other side of the aisle who fear that, who understand it 
in the spirit in which it is offered and recognise that 
this is a time to focus on what we can actually do, not 
pie in the sky, grandiose ideas. That is not to say that 
every Bermudian does not deserve health care. Every 
Bermudian does deserve health care. Universal health 
care is a good thing and we should achieve it. But 

completely rewriting the book and starting from 
scratch is a very, very risky venture.  
 Also, to a worker health care means charges, 
it means cost to them. And at the moment people’s 
payslips look a little bit like Swiss cheese; out comes 
the payroll [tax], out comes the hole for social insur-
ance, out comes the hole for pensions, out comes the 
hole now for health insurance. We have to be very 
careful. And that example is not just me being politi-
cal, but the example is very real.  
 When we were here two weeks ago (and I will 
not reflect on a debate), there was a question posed 
to the Honourable Minister of Labour. And we discov-
ered that the minimum wage proposal, the numbers 
. . . well, it has not yet been decided whether they are 
even gross or net. I find that remarkable. I really do. 
But leaving that to one side— 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: —whether something is gross or 
net— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a point of order. 
 Honourable Member Hayward. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. It was a Wage Commission 
Report. I indicated that the Government had not made 
a decision or determination on how we are going to 
move forward. Let’s not equate to whether or not we 
recognise that we are going to have a rate, whether it 
is gross or net. We just simply have not made a de-
termination yet. But the Member is trying to make out 
like the Government does not have a clue on whether 
or not minimum wage is going to be before or after 
deductions and that is not correct.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Thank you to the Minister of Labour for that interven-
tion. I asked the Minister of Labour whether the three 
numbers that had been proposed by the Commission 
(I accept they were proposed by the Commission, not 
by the Minister) were gross or net. And the Minister 
said that had not been decided yet. I think, respectful-
ly—respectfully to the Minister, respectfully to you Mr. 
Deputy Speaker—but I do suggest that to come up 
with numbers for a potential minimum wage without 
first knowing if they are going to be gross or net . . . I 
mean, that’s fundamental, because what is a worker 
taking home in his or her pocket? That is the question 
there. What is an employer paying? It’s fundamental.  
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The Deputy Speaker: Yes, but, Honourable Member, 
that was a report. That was not the final decision— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Oh, I appreciate that, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: —on the Minister’s behalf.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: But nonetheless, three numbers 
were put out there and it had not been decided if they 
were gross or net. But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not 
think it is an unfair observation for me to make. Peo-
ple do different things in different ways. I am not criti-
cising the Commission; I just think it is a pretty im-
portant point that really one might have started with 
that building block.  
 Anyway, I will continue on Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, to another topic, another item that has been identi-
fied. And that is tax reform.  
 Now, there has been a fair amount of talk 
about tax reform, and today is a pretty topical day for 
tax reform discussion given decisions that are being 
made well beyond our shores. I will say nothing more 
about that, but what I would caution is that before we 
launch into a complex and wide-ranging discussion on 
the topic, perhaps we just wait and see what is going 
to happen globally and see what all of that looks like. I 
offer that as sound advice to those on both sides of 
the aisle, because Bermuda may not have much 
choice in the matter. But we shall see.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, turning to another mat-
ter, and that is a digital bank. When the Opposition 
Leader spoke in the House earlier this evening (or 
maybe it was late afternoon) asked a couple of perti-
nent questions. He asked what will they look like, 
these digital banks? And he also asked, equally im-
portant in my opinion, how will they be regulated? So 
those are some questions.  
 I think we just wait and see what that looks 
like, see what it will mean, see whether Bermuda is 
out in front, whether Bermuda is in the middle of the 
pack. Sometimes you want to be the leader in the 
market, sometimes (to quote the Premier) you want to 
be bold. But sometimes the bold person who runs out 
in front finds out there is no one behind them as well. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, turning now to pensions. 
The Honourable Member for our side, MP Susan 
Jackson, spoke very well, if I may say so, on the sub-
ject of pensions earlier. What I think she says was . . . 
she made no criticism whatsoever of the decision by 
the Minister of Finance to take a more flexible ap-
proach to the release of pension monies. However, 
she very sensibly . . . and I absolutely agree with her, 
and I have said this in the House previously. And in-
deed, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I believe we agreed on 
this point the last time you spoke on the pension de-
bate, and it was on this: This money is rainy day mon-
ey. And, yes, it’s raining. But it will rain again. And if 
there is no more money the next time it rains, what 

are we going to do about it? So, yes, I understand the 
need to allow for flexibility to release some pension 
monies, but we must be very, very careful because if 
you turn the hose all the way on, you might run out of 
water.  
 Turning then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because I 
do not want it said that we do not offer solutions, we 
do, let me offer a few. And again, these are overarch-
ing themes much like the themes I have just dis-
cussed in the economic report. We need to focus on 
how to make each and every Bermudian successful. 
And I speak of that in the teach-a-man-to-fish school. 
And I mean man or woman. But teach a man to fish, 
rather than give him a fish. They need to be empow-
ered to be successful and stand tall and proud on their 
own. And that should be the function of this Parlia-
ment on both sides of the aisle.  
 The best way we can try to do that, in my re-
spectful opinion, is to focus on job creation through 
increased job training. That is it. I appreciate that is 
not cryptocurrency. I appreciate that is not FinTech. I 
appreciate that is not pie in the sky, blue economy, 
green economy, red economy, brown economy, what-
ever. It is just about job creation through increased job 
training. It is very simple, but it is what is going to work 
and what we should focus on.  
 Why do I say that, Mr. Deputy Speaker? I say 
it because right now we are seeing one of the most 
massive changes in the way people work that we 
have seen in decades. If you go back 30, 40, 50, 60 
years ago, people worked very much the same. Times 
were different, yes. The 1940s were fundamentally 
different from the 1980s, fundamentally different than 
10 years ago. But the way people worked, maybe 
even the people who were working were different. 
Women might have been at home then. Right now 
she might be the sole breadwinner. That might be dif-
ferent. But the way people worked was often the 
same. You went to the office. You did a job. You went 
to the jobsite. You went to the construction site. That 
was how work was. COVID-19 has upended that. And 
we see a fundamental sea change in the way people 
work now with this idea of flexible working.  
 The question we need to ask, all of us on both 
sides of the aisle, is what does the job 10 years from 
now look like? What are those jobs? There is no point 
trying to prop up an industry or build an industry if in 
10 years that industry will not exist. For example, 
building a big fish factory up in the east, if there are no 
more fish in the ocean, might not be a good idea. I say 
that respectfully.  
 But what are those jobs of the future? I mean, 
it is going to be tough to know because look at what 
the youth of today, and they are far younger than you 
and I, Mr. Deputy Speaker (although I may be a few 
years younger than you), but there is artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, virtual reality, computer games. The 
idea of a computer game being a job career path, and 
a successful one . . . and we see people who are 
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wanting to move to our shores to do these business-
es. AI, artificial intelligence. There is an artificial intel-
ligence company in Bermuda right now. I mean, we 
grabbed and held them, welcomed them with open 
arms, absolutely.  
 But back to jobs and job training, how do we 
figure out the jobs of tomorrow, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
We figure them out through data-driven solutions. And 
we need to collect the data to try and get the solu-
tions. And right now, respectfully, and it is not a criti-
cism of the Government, we are not thinking of data-
driven solutions, in my respectful opinion.  
 Entrepreneurs, small businesses. Bermuda 
has always seen a flourish in this area. But it is the 
path to the future because people who can work for 
themselves, do work for themselves. They want to 
work for themselves because if they can do so suc-
cessfully it brings them the greatest satisfaction ever. 
It is far more satisfying to be a successful self-
employed person, which I once was, to being an em-
ployee, which I now am. Totally different life. Every-
thing you do, you do for you and for your wife, your 
husband, your family, your extended family, et cetera.  
 So, how do we pivot forward? We have to 
create confidence. And if we are going to create con-
fidence in Bermuda as a destination that people are 
going to want to bring their money to and spend their 
money in, we have to stop the sniping. We need direct 
inward investing. International business is our friend. 
We may not always love them, but they are our 
friends. And we need to recognise that because right 
now if we had gone through COVID-19 without inter-
national business, where would we be? Ask yourself 
that.  
 Anyway, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am almost 
finished— 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I don’t know how much time I 
have left. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What is your point of order. 
 You have seven minutes left. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Oh, another one?  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: This gentleman keeps re-
ferring that this Government is sniping at international 
business. That is a total misleading of the truth. The 
Minister of Finance has worked in international busi-
ness all of his career, and he is most connected to 
financial business, even more than the previous Minis-
ter of Finance. He has not been sniping at internation-
al business. Nor did the previous Minister of Finance. 

Mr. Scott Pearman: All right. Well, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, let me just correct the intervention (I believe 
that was MP Famous)— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I did not say the Government 
was sniping at international business. I said, firstly, 
that we Bermudians need to stop the sniping if we are 
going to succeed. I said, secondly, and quite different-
ly, that international business is our friend, that they 
create jobs, and I asked the question where would we 
be without them, having gone through COVID-19. 
Those were two different comments. I think everybody 
else listening understood them and, MP Famous, I 
hope you understand them now. But there we are. 
 Cost benefit analysis. If we are going to go 
down these roads of vertical farming, of the Shoreside 
facility for fishing . . . and, again, they are not neces-
sarily bad ideas. But let’s make sure they are what 
people want, that they are going to create jobs, and 
the jobs of the future, and that the money that is spent 
on them is not just a quick job to inject cash into the 
economy now because we need to, but that there is a 
10-year benefit, and a 15- and 20-year benefit. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, before the point of order 
by MP Famous, I was just checking how much time I 
had. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have five minutes, Hon-
ourable Member.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Okay. I will be less than that. 
Thank you, very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Let’s turn then again to solution-driven obser-
vations. It is not very sexy. It is not shiny and bright. It 
is not FinTech. And, by the way, I would like to say 
that the Opposition was supportive of FinTech. It was 
not critical of FinTech. I think it raised some issues 
about cryptocurrency and something called Arbitrade, 
but that really is not FinTech.  
 But leaving that to one side, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, what is a good strategy for getting our way 
out of this? Well, the Premier likes to say everything in 
the past is the past and we’re the future, and we have 
to be bright, bold, and we have to go over here, and 
let’s run off and find a new idea. Well, maybe. Or 
maybe you just try to grow what you know. Maybe you 
look around you and you see what is there on the 
ground and you ask yourself, How do I make this bet-
ter? How do I grow this? How do I create jobs in the 
existing sectors that are here in Bermuda now? Right? 
It’s the low-hanging fruit. Forgive the cliché, but that is 
what it is.  
 It is international business. It is the hospitality 
sector. I mean, forgive me, I bang on this often when I 
get on the subject, but the trust sector. We have one 
of the most amazing trust sectors in the whole world. 
Let’s pay some attention to it. Let’s grow it. It could 
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create 300, 400, 500 new Bermudian jobs in a year if 
we focused on it. But we have to want to focus on it. 
And we have to start. Before we focus on it we have 
to recognise that it is important to all of us. So we 
have to stop the sniping—not at the trust sector, MP 
Famous (before you interrupt).  
 Anyway, the point being, grow what you know. 
It is common sense, but it is common sense for a rea-
son.  
 There is a suggestion that we on this side of 
the aisle are all about doom and gloom. I always find 
that funny when I hear it. And one of the Members 
earlier tonight said that we were gloomsters and 
doomsters. Not at all. I am one of the most optimistic 
people you will ever meet, and it drives people crazy 
because I am always thinking we can solve this, we 
can get it done, here’s a good idea let’s try it. Right? I 
am blindly optimistic, perhaps. But I am also realistic. 
So, when we say that $3 billion in debt is a big prob-
lem, we are saying it because we mean it. We say it 
because we need to tackle it. And I am pleased to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the Minister of Fi-
nance in that concern. It is not me being doomy and 
gloomy. 
 When the Opposition Leader asks legitimate 
questions, as he did today (What happens if there is 
another COVID-19 spike?), that is a legitimate ques-
tion. It is a question that the Opposition should ask. 
And I am pleased that he did ask it. Indeed, I was go-
ing to ask it myself. It’s a good question. What hap-
pens to this plan if we face another spike? Is it out the 
window? So, it was a legitimate question. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, one of the earlier speak-
ers spoke about the charity sector. He lamented the 
difficulties that the charitable sector is facing. I too 
[spend] a little bit of time in the charitable sector. It is 
not my main job, but from time to time I try to assist 
with a particular charity and I can share his view. 
Charities are in trouble. I note what is going on in the 
papers this week about the unions. I note the to-ing 
and fro-ing that is going back and forth. And if position 
or ground needs to be given perhaps we redirect 
money to the charities that went to the unions in the 
last Bill that came before this House. That is my two 
cents, take it or leave it. 
 Anyway, back to the plan.  
 Before the debate, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
wording of the motion was changed. It was changed 
from “take note” of the PLP economic plan to “sup-
port” the economic plan. I am not quite sure why. That 
seemed like a little bit of political gamesmanship to 
change the wording. But, having had the wording 
changed on me, let me try and deal with it.  
 I support Bermuda first and foremost. Island 
above party. Island above politics. I even support this 
PLP Government in their efforts to support Bermuda 
when I believe this Government is getting things right. 
I commended the Minister of Transport recently with 
the homeporting— 

The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Pearman, your time is up. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I’m up? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Let me say that I hope I may one 
day be able to support this plan if it works. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber.  
 Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none.  

Minister Dickinson. 
 

Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I am here. 
 Before I give some closing remarks, I just 
want it to be abundantly clear, because there has 
been a whole lot of talk about international business 
[IB] and how prominently it has been mentioned in my 
prior remarks or in the plan. Let me say this: I deliv-
ered my third budget in February. And in my budgets 
there has been a consistent theme about doing what 
we do right, continuing that work, and trying to grow 
the things that we are successful at. We have been 
extraordinarily successful and extraordinarily fortu-
nate, especially over the course of the last year, in 
dealing with this pandemic and the overwhelming 
support that we have received from the international 
business sector. I believe I have said on a number of 
occasions, but for the fact that there was resilience in 
the IB sector, I cannot imagine what state our econo-
my would be in. 
 One thing that Members may not know, be-
cause I do not talk about it much, is that I speak with 
CEOs of domestic and international businesses every 
single week. I started doing that about a year ago be-
cause I was in Europe on an engagement trip once, 
and I realised that I did a lot of European engagement 
and there was a strategy around it and there did not 
seem to be an identical strategy for engagement do-
mestically. I talk with the alphabet soup all the time, 
ABIR, ABIC, BILTIR, trust industry accountants, CI-
MA, investment managers. But there is significant val-
ue to sometimes engaging in direct one-on-one con-
versations with stakeholders. And I have been doing 
that with my team for the better part of the last year for 
a number of reasons.  

First is to let them know that the Government 
cares and appreciates their contributions to our econ-
omy. Second is to find out if there are things that we 
can be doing in support of initiatives that they may 
have going on in furtherance of the growth of their 
businesses. Third are there any things that we are not 
doing right that they would like to advise us of, be-
cause, funny enough, when people are in groups they 
are less willing to say what they really think some-
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times than when they are in a one-on-one conversa-
tion. Fourth, to check to see how their interactions 
with the BMA are going, because the BMA is a critical 
part to the success of our international business sec-
tor and their desire to want to be in Bermuda.  

These calls have been going on for a long 
while, and will continue to go on. We also check in to 
see how their employees are doing, how they are nav-
igating COVID-19. So, the notion that we are not in 
any way thinking about international business be-
cause I have not featured it more prominently in my 
remarks could not be further from the truth. We un-
derstand what got us through the pandemic, at least 
from the economic side. And we guard this business 
judiciously.  
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, plans are 
just that. They are plans. And the plan documents, if 
they are done properly, should be living documents. 
They are documents that reflect the thinking at a par-
ticular point in time. And as a live document it is open 
to being changed as you learn more, know more, take 
on some experiences and you adapt. I can tell you, a 
year ago (that would be last June), there was not a 
murmur of a concept of climate risk finance.  

During the work of the Economic Advisory 
Committee, towards the end, the concept of climate 
risk finance came up. It was an opportunity for us to 
leverage our international business sector and the 
investor interest in Bermuda. We turned on a dime. 
And I pledged my support to the team leading this ef-
fort to be wherever they want me to be whenever they 
want me to be there to talk to investors with the aim of 
encouraging more people to invest more money into 
Bermuda to create more jobs. I have also pledged 
similarly to the asset management group, that I have a 
passport and I will travel.  

The trust industry, which I know fairly well be-
cause for a while I chaired Butterfield’s trust compa-
nies, and served as a resource on some of the more 
complicated situations, if they want me to be more 
supportive and require my presence in their marketing 
efforts, all they have to do is ask. 

We are, contrary to what people may think, a 
pro-business Government. But we also have a very 
strong sense of doing very good from a social per-
spective. And I think that represents an ideal combina-
tion because for all of the good that we want to do 
socially, if our economy is not thriving and throwing off 
tax receipts the revenue for the Government, then it 
does not work. So, the relationship has to be symbi-
otic.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am not going to go into all the 
detail refuting points that were mentioned this evening 
because I think my colleagues have done a very good 
job of highlighting the important things that this plan 
encompasses and the work that we want to do going 

forward. So, what I would like to do is thank my col-
leagues for their work and the work that the Govern-
ment has done over the course of the last year, in par-
ticular, during the pandemic, and for their work on the 
plan to successfully move Bermuda beyond the pan-
demic.  
 What has been presented today is a compre-
hensive and considered plan to facilitate the neces-
sary growth and development to positively and proac-
tively shape and shore up Bermuda’s future.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once again ex-
press my sincere appreciation to all key stakeholders 
who provided guidance and assistance in the devel-
opment of the Economic Recovery Plan, and those 
who were instrumental in the strategies to support our 
people and the businesses in critical phases of the 
pandemic. We must also recognise the remarkable 
work done by the team in the Ministry of Finance, and 
persons within the public service who have provided 
input, and members of the EAC [Economic Advisory 
Committee], our industry partners, the BMA [Bermuda 
Monetary Authority], BDA [Bermuda Development 
Agency], BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority], the Fi-
nancial Policy Council, the Fiscal Responsibility Pan-
el, members of the BermudaFirst Group, and most 
importantly, the people of Bermuda.  

Our special thanks also go out to our frontline 
workers who have been key in our fight against this 
pandemic.  

Mr. Speaker, I would note that change is com-
ing, and this next period of Bermuda’s history will 
usher in a new era of equality and inclusiveness. This 
Government is committed to continuing to demon-
strate strong and decisive leadership as we navigate 
our way to a recovery. It is necessary to focus on the 
guidelines and initiatives laid out in the ERP blueprint 
as well as the important work done in other key areas. 
We will take the action necessary to work with the 
people of Bermuda to build a better and stronger 
Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
3The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  
 Thank you, Deputy Speaker, for sitting in. 
Thank you, Minister, for bringing that matter to a 
close. 
 Members, that brings us to the end of the Or-
ders of the Day. Being that both of those matters were 
motions, there are no third readings this evening. 
 With that said, I call on the Deputy Premier to 
move the [adjournment] for us. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I move that 
we adjourn the deliberations of the House for two 
weeks from today, which I believe will be . . . I cannot 
                                                      
3 Question put on Motion as amended on page 1574 
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recall the date, but I do believe that is the appropriate 
date. It will be two weeks from this Friday. 

The Speaker: Yes, two Friday’s from today, correct. 
Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
Does any Member wish to speak to that? 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: MP Famous? 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will not 
be long. 

The Speaker: MP Famous, you have your 20 
minutes. 

Mr. Christopher Famous: I won’t even need 10. 

The Speaker: All right. I will hold you to that. 

COVID-19— SAFELY REOPENING THE ECONOMY 
BY FOLLOWING THE RULES  

Mr. Christopher Famous: My video may kick out, but 
I am going to say something. 

Mr. Speaker, today is a very proud day for my 
father’s side of the family. Today the granddaughter of 
my Aunt, Dame Lois Browne-Evans, the first female 
Leader of the Opposition in the Commonwealth, was 
called to the Bar of Bermuda, Ariana Caines. 

She is not only the granddaughter of this side 
of the family, but also of the Caines side as well. It is a 
proud day for everyone who is from St. George’s. I 
hope she follows her grandmother’s legacy one day 
and gets involved in politics.  

Mr. Speaker, I am actually off the Island right 
now because I had a family member pass away this 
week. But I just want to say that I have been out in 
America and I have watched the people of America. 
And what I have seen gives me reassurance in human 
nature. Back in Bermuda the environment has be-
come somewhat toxic with persons having their views 
and their attitudes and their accusations against this 
Government, that we are dictators, that we are forcing 
people to do things against their will and so on and so 
forth.  

Two nights ago I had dinner with the Repre-
sentative of the BVI in Washington, DC. We were dis-
cussing different things about the overseas territories, 
the colonies. And one of them was the pertinent issue 
of safely reopening our economies, and the accusa-
tions that governments are getting in terms of trying to 
do this.  

A few weeks ago the president of the United 
States asked that the CDC announce that people do 
not have to wear masks if they are vaccinated. A lot of 
people were upset in some ways, or frightened, be-
cause they were thinking that everyone will stop wear-
ing masks now. What I have seen out here is that 

people are still wearing their masks. You never know 
who is vaccinated or who is not. But everybody are 
still wearing their mask. You go inside stores, and 
they have signs up “Masks are mandatory.” You go in 
restaurants, “Masks are mandatory.” The point I am 
getting at is that the people, the workers in America, 
realise that in order to get back to work they have to 
do it safely, without infringing on people’s rights, but 
safety is first and foremost. 

New York, as you know last year this time, 
was the epicentre of the COVID-19 outbreak in Amer-
ica. There were thousands of deaths every week. So 
these people realise what it is when people break the 
rules and what the results are. Thousands die and 
hundreds of thousands are unemployed.  

Mr. Speaker, in the Cayman Islands, the place 
that so many people like to praise . . . earlier today we 
heard some people praising the Cayman Islands. The 
Government is considering making vaccines mandato-
ry for guest workers.  

In Antigua the Government is offering incen-
tives for people to get vaccinated. In the BVI there are 
a number of businesses that are telling their employ-
ees that they need to get vaccinated. What am I say-
ing this for? Yes, people are upset. But last year this 
time when there was no work and thousands were 
unemployed, tens of thousands were unemployed, 
who was happy? This year our countries are opening 
back up.  

This year we have a ship in Hamilton. That 
same ship will be in Dockyard. That same ship will be 
in St. George’s, or Murray’s Anchorage. The fact of 
the matter is that these things are only happening be-
cause the Government put things in place to safely 
reopen the economy.  

I listened to a lot of people throw a lot of darts 
at the leadership of this country, false accusations left, 
right and centre. But some of these same people 
throwing darts are collecting money every month, eve-
ry week, whilst not working. Some of these same 
people are now back to work, taxi drivers are back to 
work because tourists are coming in. This all did not 
just fall from the sky as MP Weeks likes to say. This 
happened because there were calculated strategies 
put in place. 

Am I saying that everybody needs to get vac-
cinated? No, I am not saying that, Mr. Speaker. What I 
am saying is that this Government . . . we just spent 
the last six hours talking about an economic recovery 
plan. All of that is null and void if we have another 
outbreak. I will not say all of it, that’s an exaggeration. 
Much of that will be null and void if we have another 
massive outbreak.  

This weekend there is going to be a change in 
our phases. So I am asking the people of Bermuda to 
follow the regulations. We cannot afford another out-
break. We cannot afford for our people to be out of 
work for another year. We have Delta Airlines now 
telling their new employees that they have to be vac-
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cinated in order to work. We are not at that point in 
this country. Turks and Caicos are telling their guest 
workers if they want to work in their country they have 
to be vaccinated. We are not at that point in this coun-
try. Our numbers of those immunised are rising. And 
the number of those getting sick is going down. So 
that is proof positive of the efficacy of vaccines.  

So I say to those who are making false accu-
sations against this country and against this Govern-
ment that it is not working. Look around you. Stop be-
ing myopic; look at what is going on in countries the 
same size as ours. Look at what is going on in Ameri-
ca. The rules are the rules, Mr. Speaker. The rules are 
there for a reason. We didn’t just make up rules just to 
say that we are in charge.  

Mr. Speaker, I am going to close here and say 
this: Dame Lois Browne-Evans, if she were leader of 
this party right now, would have to make the same 
decisions that the Honourable David Burt is making, 
because she would want her people to survive. And 
she would want her people to thrive.  

On that note, again I congratulate cousin Ari-
ana. I want to also wish my father a happy 85th birth-
day, and my Aunt Effie who is the grandmother of 
Minister Jason Hayward, an 89th birthday, and condo-
lences to the Daniels family of Devonshire. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
  
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Famous. 
Does any other Member wish to make a contribution? 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Lister.  
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: You have your 20 minutes. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: I will not use the full 20 minutes, 
Mr. Speaker, I am trying to keep it a short night to-
night. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

ROAD SAFETY  
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
Good evening to the listening public and to my fellow 
colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, sadly, this week Bermuda lost its 
fifth road traffic victim of the year. And while it is al-
ways a tragedy to lose a person of any age, it hits dif-
ferent when it is one of our youth. So, my condolences 
and my heart go out to the family and friends of the 
young lady. 
 Mr. Speaker, many times over the past three 
years in my role as chairman of the Road Safety 
Council, I have made statements and speeches call-

ing for change in our driving behaviour to make our 
roads safer. Prior to my becoming chairman, our 
roads were at a level of a national crisis. We were los-
ing an average of 12 persons per year to traffic colli-
sions. At that time, in 2018, the then Minister of Na-
tional Security commissioned the Road Safety Council 
to come up with a road safety plan to help address 
this epidemic.  
 Mr. Speaker, I can say here today that the 
implementation of the Road Safety Plan, in conjunc-
tion with roadside sobriety checkpoints under my ten-
ure, has made a difference in changing the driving 
culture on our roads. Our past driving culture was one 
of acceptance of driving under the influence—go out 
for drinks, drink as much as you want, and then get 
into the vehicle and drive home. This was a risk that 
many thought was worth taking, risking their life and 
the lives of other road users. 
 Statistics prove that most impaired driver inci-
dences happen within a mile of a person’s home. And 
we see this first-hand in Bermuda. The closer [an im-
paired driver] got to home, the more relaxed a driver 
under the influence got, which under those circum-
stances put them at a higher risk of an incident.  

Much effort was put into the roadside sobriety 
checkpoints by the BPS, the Bermuda Police Service. 
And I want to thank them for those efforts. Many times 
the BPS was on the receiving end of negative com-
ments and I want to commend them for the job they 
did with that initiative. As a result of that initiative, we 
saw a reduction in impaired driving and the resulting 
collisions.  

With the constant messaging and promotion 
of not driving while intoxicated, the public has listened 
and bought into changing their behaviours. The Coun-
cil has encouraged multiple options to getting home if 
one goes out to drink. The principle is, if you plan to 
go out, plan how to get home safely. Options include 
hiring a taxi or minibus, having a designated driver, or 
have a friend or relative come and pick you up. There 
are even businesses that have extended into industry. 
Hitch and HomeSafe are some examples. So there is 
no reason for a person to choose to drive while under 
the influence of alcohol. 

Mr. Speaker, choice and decision-making 
skills are key while driving. Each time a driver or rider 
starts a vehicle they have a choice to follow the rules 
of the road and put into practice good driving behav-
iours. Being a responsible driver and holding yourself 
accountable for your actions while driving are major 
steps towards making our roads safe. Choose to drive 
at the correct speed, choose to give your full attention 
to your driving, choose to follow at the correct follow-
ing distance, choose to use your indicators correctly, 
choose not to drive and speed recklessly. These are 
some decisions that we as drivers and road users can 
make to help make our roads safer. Not only motor-
ists, but also pedestrians must play their part to make 
our roads safer. 
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While we encourage persons to get out and 
walk, run and cycle on our roads, they must under-
stand that they share the roads with vehicles. Walkers 
and runners should always face the traffic while they 
are on the road and remember to wear bright and re-
flective clothing while out at dusk, at dawn or at times 
of low visibility. Cyclers must always ride single file 
unless otherwise instructed. Pedal and electrically 
assisted cyclists must wear a helmet when they are 
riding on our public roads. 

Mr. Speaker, my comments tonight are a per-
sonal appeal to motorists to adhere to the rules of the 
roads and follow them. It is personal for me because I 
have known too many people lost on our roads, and 
each life lost is one life too many. Someone’s father, 
brother, son; mother, sister, daughter, each life touch-
es someone and no one wants to get that call to say 
that they have lost a loved one.  

Again, I reiterate my call to the motoring pub-
lic: Slow down, drive with care and caution, and do not 
drink and drive.  

Switching gears, Mr. Speaker, earlier today 
we had debates on the Bermuda Plan 2018 and the 
Economic Recovery Plan. And while I will not get into 
those debates, both had references to transport and 
travel in and around Bermuda. I will refer, however, to 
the Transport Green Paper 2019. This was a very 
comprehensive and detailed report, some 191 pages.  

The report spoke to, among many things, 
1) public servers and commercial vehicles; 2) active 
transport; 3) electric and hybrid technology; 4) road 
traffic. I applaud the Minister of Transport for commis-
sioning this report and acting on the objectives of this 
report.  

Mr. Speaker, much has been said today about 
climate change and global warming, and one might 
ask how that relates to transport. Each person on this 
earth leaves a carbon footprint. In Bermuda we may 
not have much industrial pollution that affects climate 
change, but we have many vehicles that emit carbon 
into the air. Government, as we have heard from the 
Minister of Transport, will soon be adding electric 
buses to its fleet of vehicles. This is a major step for-
ward in addressing and reducing our carbon footprint 
in Bermuda. Public buses are some of the largest ve-
hicles and emitters of carbon on our roads. And by 
phasing in electric buses as we will be over the next 
few years, this will help to reverse our carbon foot-
print. Reversing our carbon footprint will help make us 
and our environment healthier and better.  

As I say that, Mr. Speaker, it amazes me how 
much our bodies and the environment are connected. 
The carbon that we as humans emit as C02 is then 
consumed by plants, trees and vegetables. They, in 
return, emit oxygen which is what we, as humans, rely 
on. And then the cycle continues. So, not only should 
we have electric vehicles, [we also need] buildings 
that are eco-friendly using solar power and other 
green technology while we also must protect our envi-

ronment and green spaces. With as much as was said 
earlier today regarding the economic plan, we must 
also have safe, clean and healthy emission-reduced 
roads for potential investors into our future to travel 
on.  

We must continue to offer beautiful beaches, 
world renowned golf courses, historic forts and many 
acres of national parks for visitors to see. But if we do 
not provide safer roads for them to get there, then all 
of that is for nothing.  

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I support this 
Government and their efforts to develop and lay out a 
plan for Bermuda’s way forward. And as we enter into 
the weekend, and into wider aspects into the summer 
months, I want to remind the motoring public to be 
safe and make smart driving choices. We will see an 
extension of the curfew from 10:00 pm to 12:00 am on 
Sunday. And while there is this relaxing of the curfew, 
we must not relax in our driving. So please give your-
self enough time to get home without having to speed 
to beat the curfew. It is too dangerous and not worth 
the risk.  

With that said, Mr. Speaker, those are my 
comments for tonight. Again to the listening public, be 
safe. And, Mr. Speaker, you were not in the Chair ear-
lier this morning, so again, I do just want to wish you a 
happy birthday coming up this weekend. I will not say 
what, but happy sixty-something birthday. Enjoy your 
night, Mr. Speaker, and all the rest of my colleagues. 
Thank you. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to add— 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Is that the gentleman from St. 
George’s? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan, you have your 20 minutes.  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I will start off 
by wishing you a happy birthday. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, sir. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Your son gave one of the 
digits away, and there are only nine others left. 
 
The Speaker: I am still behind you, sir. How’s that? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I think you might have 
caught me up on this one! 
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[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: If I am ahead, I just hope I 
can stay ahead, that’s all.  
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
MURDERS IN BERMUDA, A NATIONAL EPIDEMIC  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, that note is 
the vein on which I come forward tonight.  
 You and I, Mr. Speaker, go back to school 
days. We go back to Dalton E. Tucker, the greatest of 
all, with Elsie Bascome. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: When I speak of Dalton 
Tucker, respectfully, and Elsie Bascome, it evokes in 
me the most serious respect that I would have for an-
yone that would ever have walked God’s earth. And I 
say God’s earth because those ladies, and those who 
worked with them, groomed us in an exceptional way. 
And, Mr. Speaker, you and I have lived, not quite 
three score and ten, but we are chipping away at the 
left. Mr. Speaker, we have lived long enough to have 
children of our own. And, Mr. Speaker, we have lived 
long enough to make a contribution. 
 Mr. Speaker, I spent a Saturday afternoon 
with a good friend of mine who shared with me his 
recent tragedy. When he was sharing the story of the 
death of his son, Jordan Outerbridge, with me, the 
pain of which my brother, Lincoln Outerbridge, felt and 
shared with me was like none other. I could have 
been other places on that Saturday (it was two Satur-
day’s ago tomorrow), I choose to be with my good 
friend. 
 And when he told me that his son, Jordan, 
had been shot eight times and murdered, how horrific 
that was, and how he left a wife and two children, one 
very young, Mr. Speaker . . . when he told me that 
story, I could not help but feel sorrow. And when my 
brother told me who all his family was, I did not realise 
that I knew a great deal of his family. But, Mr. Speak-
er, the most tragic thing about what my brother had 
shared with me was that what he was sharing some-
thing that is fresh, something that happened within the 
last two months, something that, had it been some 25 
years ago, we would have still been talking about the 
murder of Jordan Outerbridge.  
 My colleague, the Minister of National Securi-
ty, shared with me just how many families are con-
fronted with this since the escalation. And I know my 
colleague, the former Minister of National Security, 
understands it extremely well also, as do all of those 
who work in this space. But I cannot help but feel for 
those parents who now see in a country where we are 
becoming anaesthetized (if that is the right way to put 
it) to something that is extremely tragic. 

 And with murders become all too common-
place, and with us not talking about it and helping to 
understand it, we may even be giving licence to those 
whose moral compass has slipped so far that they feel 
that there is nothing wrong with their way of justice. 
And I am here to say that there is something wrong 
with it, and I am concerned about it, and I do feel for 
my brother. I promised him that I would speak to this, 
that I would raise this issue, not that he is not appre-
ciative of those who are working, but he wanted folks 
to know that his son was a good person who fell victim 
to gun violence in this country. 
 He shared with me the aspirations and 
dreams that he held for his offspring, and how through 
this COVID-19 period Jordan’s mom, who I also know 
(but did not know at the time) could not even come 
here to grieve. Imagine, Mr. Speaker. Imagine all of 
the circumstances of people who are impacted by 
COVID-19 and we are finding so many things to tear 
each other apart about. But this is worth our delving 
into. This is worth our spending some time on. This is 
worth our grappling, this is worth our getting to the 
bottom of more so, Mr. Speaker, because this speaks 
to the very essence of what this small Island is be-
coming, in a land of only 60,000. 
 This is with no disrespect to anyone working 
in this space. I am carrying the message of a grieving 
father, a grieving mother, and grieving parents out 
there and family members who are feeling very much 
lonely because the society in this country is becoming 
anaesthetized to the most heinous of acts that are 
articulated in the teachings that you and I, Mr. Speak-
er, were brought up on. And my appeal tonight is that 
the time that we do spend, and the good time that we 
did spend today, I commend the Finance Minister and 
the teams that have been working. I am very proud of 
the speeches that were given.  

The only sad thing is that the young man in 
his first year as a parliamentarian would choose to 
wear that red and blue. But I understand it, but cousin 
Jache, you did another great presentation. But you 
had to go and wear that red and blue today. But I un-
derstand why. I understand way better than most. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Swan, you mention that we go back 
to earlier school days. I think in those earlier school 
days you wore a lot of red and blue, if I remember cor-
rectly.  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. But on 
the road to Damascus I ended up in St. George’s. And 
like Saul, I changed my name to Paul of St. George’s, 
Mr. Speaker. And I am asking us. And I am asking us 
to journey on that road to Damascus tonight, Mr. 
Speaker, as it relates to the circumstances that Broth-
er Lincoln finds himself it. And not only him, the other 
parents out there who do not have closure in their 
lives. These things are first in any mother’s or father’s 
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mind and heart of someone who has been snatched 
away. 
 And, yes, Honourable Member Lister spoke 
about the young lady that was snatched away so trag-
ically this weekend. It pains me for that family. But 
these calculated murders in our midst of 60,000 on 22 
square miles are of epidemic proportions for Bermu-
da. And I speak tonight from the platform given to me 
by Elsie Bascome and Dolly Tucker from Glebe 
School. This is the problem that we must delve deeper 
and deeper into. And I am not saying that we are not 
delving deeper into it, but we need to dig far deeper, 
because it is a problem that if far more serious than 
any debts or problems that we are addressing that 
came into being because of a global recession 
brought upon by decisions made in boardrooms by 
business people who made decisions that were not in 
the best interests. 
 And then we have been dealing with a pan-
demic that has gripped our country. And we are navi-
gating through that. But these murders done by peo-
ple who grew up in households like yours and mine, 
Mr. Speaker . . . or maybe not so much. But we have 
got to get to the bottom of this and dig as deeply as 
we possibly can. I consider it, and I know you and 
others do, a national emergency, Mr. Speaker. 
 My brother got my attention that day and, like 
I said, Mr. Speaker, to think that Jordan Outerbridge 
only died less than two months ago, murdered, shot 
eight times, and yet there are those who do not even 
know about Jordan Outerbridge. But I am here, Mr. 
Speaker, to raise the level of consciousness about the 
Jordan Outerbridges out there in this world and the 
families, like Brother Lincoln Outerbridge, who are out 
there grieving, Mr. Speaker, looking for closure.  
 Men make laws. And we try to make good 
laws. It was put to me, Hey Swanie, you know, slavery 
was lawful. So, not all the laws are right. But I want to 
talk about God’s Law and that we need to address the 
fact that in this small little Island the level of murders 
that we have had in the last two decades are of epi-
demic proportion and it is a national emergency.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
  
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution?  
 No other Member? Thank you. 
 

MOTION 
 

BERMUDA’S ECONOMIC PLAN, 
SUMMARY REPORT 

 
[Question put on motion as amended] 
 
The Speaker: Before we close, there’s a little bit of 
housekeeping. 

 Minister of Finance, when we closed your mo-
tion just now we should have clarified that the motion 
as it had been amended asked for the approval of the 
House, and that the House supports that motion.  

I just need to clarify that the House is in 
agreement and supports the motion as it was amend-
ed. I am putting that now just to ensure that Members 
understand what the amendment requested.  
 Are there any objections to the support of the 
Bermuda’s Economic [Recovery] Plan Summary Re-
port?  
 
[No audible reply] 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  

So we will take it that the motion is [ap-
proved], [there is] support, and the [Bermuda’s] Eco-
nomic [Recovery] Plan [Summary Report] is ap-
proved. 
 
[Motion carried: The House supports Bermuda’s Eco-
nomic Plan, Summary Report.] 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECH 

 
The Speaker: With that said, I am going to close the 
House. But before I close the House, MP Famous, 
you made reference to . . . I was out of the Chair this 
morning during Congratulatory and Obituary Speech-
es, but I would just like to be associated with the con-
dolences to the Daniels family on the passing of Mrs. 
Louise Daniels, the wife of Mr. Kenneth “Sundown” 
Daniels, mother to Rhonda, Roxann and Kyle. I have 
known the Daniels family all my life.  

You mentioned that my birthday is this week-
end. Well, Rhonda and I have birthdays a day apart, 
and we have gathered for birthdays since our child-
hood. So I would just like express my condolences to 
her and to her family, and let her know that they are in 
our thoughts and prayers at this time. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Speaker: With that, the House stands adjourned 
until two weeks from today at 10:00 am. Thank you, 
Members. Have a good weekend. 
 
[At 10:31 pm the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 18 June 2021.]  
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Sitting Number 20 of the 2020/2021 Session 
 
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, Members. 
 Ms. Beale, will you lead us in prayer? 

We see you, but we do not hear you, Ms. 
Beale. 
 
The Assistant Clerk: Do you hear me now? Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: A little louder. 
 
The Assistant Clerk: Can you hear me now? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. You are a little faint, but go ahead. 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Ms. Beale. 
 Thank you, Deputy, for your assistance there. 
 Members, we are now in session for today’s 
sitting. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 4 June 2021] 

 
The Speaker: Members, the confirmation of Minutes 
for the 4th of June has been circulated. Are there any 
amendments required? No amendments. The Minutes 
are confirmed as printed. 
 
[Minutes of 4 June 2021 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Speaker: I have two matters that I would like to 
acknowledge today. MP Dunkley and MP Swan have 
both indicated that they will be absent today. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: This morning we have three papers. 
The first is in the name of the Deputy Premier. 
 Deputy Premier, would you like to present 
your paper? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Good 
morning to everyone. Good morning to the listening 
public. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

REGISTRY GENERAL ANNUAL REPORT  
FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF BERMUDA 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR  
APRIL 1, 2017 TO MARCH 31, 2018 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the information of the 
Honourable House of Assembly the Registry General 
Annual Report for the Year Ended 31 December 2020 
and the Regulatory Authority of Bermuda Annual Re-
port for the fiscal year April 1, 2017 to March 31, 
2018. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 The next Paper and Communication this 
morning is in the name of the Minister of Labour. 
 Minister Hayward. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

TRADE UNION AND LABOUR RELATIONS  
(TRANSITIONAL) REGULATIONS 2021 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I have the honour to attach 
and submit for the information of the Honourable 
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House of Assembly the Trade Union and Labour Rela-
tions (Transitional) Regulations 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 That is the completion of Papers and Com-
munications. We now move on. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: We have six Statements this morning. 
The first Statement this morning is in the name of the 
Deputy Premier. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement this morning? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker, again. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. Go right ahead. 
 

REGISTRY GENERAL ANNUAL REPORT 
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, today I laid for 
information the Annual Report of the Registry General 
for the year ended the 31st of December 2020. The 
Registrar General recognises the essential role that 
vital statistical information plays in planning for the 
provision of services in areas such as tourism, health, 
education and housing, to name a few, and has per-
formed his duties to a high standard in the recording, 
collating and presenting of the data to be included in 
the annual report. 
 Mr. Speaker, in accordance with section 19 of 
the Registration (Births and Deaths) Act 1949, the 
Registrar General shall, within 90 days after the expi-
ration of each calendar year, compile for publication in 
such form and manner as the Minister may approve a 
summary of the births and deaths which occurred dur-
ing the year, together with a general report on the in-
crease or decrease of the population of Bermuda. The 
Registrar is required also under section 35 of the Mar-
riage Act 1944 to publish a summary of marriages 
conducted each year. 
 In preparation for the annual report, Mr. 
Speaker, the Registrar has relied on information re-
ceived from the Records Office of the King Edward VII 
Memorial Hospital relating to births; from the local fu-
neral directors and medical practitioners in relation to 
deaths; and from local marriage officers and Masters 
of Bermuda registered ships in relation to local and 
maritime marriages, respectively. 

 Mr. Speaker, the report, which deals primarily 
with the vital statistics pertaining to the Island’s resi-
dential population, indicates that there has been a 
slight increase for the first time in four years in the 
number of births. In 2020 there were 540 births, an 
increase of 15 (or 2.9 per cent) over the 525 births 
recorded in 2019. Also, the live birth rate of the popu-
lation has increased by 0.3 [point per thousand], from 
8.2 in 2019 to 8.5 in 2020. There was one baby born 
at the residence of the parents for the year ending 
2020. This represents a decrease in the number of 
babies born at home in 2019. 
 Mr. Speaker, the distribution of live births by 
nationality, based on information provided by the par-
ents at the time of registration of their children’s birth, 
for 2020 reflects that 80 per cent, or 432 of the total 
live births have at least one Bermudian parent. In 
2020, of all births, 108 (or 20 per cent) have parents 
who are both non-Bermudian. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members are ad-
vised that in 2020 a total of 566 deaths were recorded 
among residents. A death rate of 8.9 per thousand of 
the population for 2020 reflects an increase of 31 (or 
5.8 per cent) from 535 recorded in 2019. The report 
also indicates that there were six deaths in respect of 
non-resident persons. Also, there were [no] stillbirths 
recorded for the 2019 period. 
 Mr. Speaker, there was a decrease of 26 in 
the estimated resident population at the end of 2020, 
at 63,880 as opposed to the 63,906 in resident popu-
lation estimated in 2019. At the end of 2020 there 
were 2,492 more females than males in the population 
figures. However, Mr. Speaker, from the report given, 
and statistics recorded in 2016 and statistics provided 
for 2020, it would appear that there has been a signifi-
cant drop in the population from statistics recorded 
prior to the year 2016. However, the population esti-
mates were re-based in 2016 after the 2016 Popula-
tion and Housing Census. The re-base of the data is 
the reason why the population estimates are lower 
from 2016 forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the year ending the 31st of 
December 2020, there were 248 marriages performed 
in Bermuda, a 138 (or 35.8 per cent) decrease from 
the 386 marriages recorded in 2019. During 2020, 
marriages between parties who were both non-
residents accounted for 48 (or 19.4 per cent) of the 
total of 248. This figure breaks the trend set over the 
past five years where marriages between non-
residents exceeded the number of marriages between 
residents and marriages between resident and non-
resident parties. The decrease was due to the COVID-
19 pandemic where the Island had been on lockdown 
for a period and international travel activity had 
slowed down globally. The report also shows that 
there were 172 marriages between parties who were 
both residents and 28 marriages between a resident 
and a non-resident. 
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 Mr. Speaker, of the total 248 marriages rec-
orded in 2020, ten were same-sex marriages which 
represents an increase of six (or 150 per cent) from 
the total of [four] same-sex marriages in 2019. Nine of 
the same-sex marriages were performed by the Reg-
istry General Office as civil ceremonies, and the re-
maining same-sex marriage was a religious ceremony 
conducted by a local marriage officer at an outside 
venue. During 2020, same-sex marriages between 
parties who were both residents accounted for three 
(or 30 per cent) of the total of [ten] marriages. The 
report also shows that same-sex marriages between 
non-residents accounted for six (or 60 per cent), and 
one (or 10 per cent) accounted for the number of 
same-sex marriages between a resident and a non-
resident. 
 Mr. Speaker, 70 marriages were performed on 
board 28 Bermuda registered ships in 2019. This total 
represents a decrease of 372 (or 84.2 per cent) from 
the 2019 total of 442. Of the 70 maritime marriages, 
none were same-sex marriage ceremonies. The de-
crease was due to the COVID-19 pandemic that 
brought the cruise line industry to a halt in March of 
2020.  

There were no maritime marriages registered 
between April and December of 2020. The cumulative 
number of marriages (local and maritime) processed 
through the Registry General for the year ended the 
31st of December 2020 was 318, as compared with 
828 for the year ending 2019. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Domestic Partnership Act 
2018 allowed for the formalisation of unions between 
parties. In 2020 there were eight domestic partnership 
unions recorded for that period. Five of the domestic 
partnership ceremonies were performed at the Regis-
try General Office, and the remaining three were per-
formed at an alternative, approved location as allowed 
for under the Domestic Partnership Act 2018. 
 In closing, Mr. Speaker, the annual report 
seeks to provide an illustrative statistical digest of vital 
events such as live births, deaths, stillbirths, marriag-
es, domestic partnerships, adoptions and re-
registration of births for the year ended December 31, 
2020. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Works. 
 Minister Burch. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

UPDATE ON WANTLEY 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
provide an update on the property, Wantley, located at 

20 Princess Street in the City of Hamilton. The proper-
ty was purchased by the Bermuda Housing Corpora-
tion in March 2008 with a view to developing the site. 
In the intervening years funding was curtailed and the 
building was shuttered and boarded up. Mr. Speaker, 
members of the public will be aware that the property 
has been dormant for many years with little interest in 
utilising it. Over the ensuing years vagrants began to 
take over the property for illicit use, resulting in further 
damage and fires regularly erupting inside the build-
ing. Despite the Bermuda Housing Corporation fre-
quently boarding up all of the entryways to prevent 
illegal access and use of the building, the problem 
persisted. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have had three approaches 
over the years, nothing from 2008 to 2016—when the 
Bermuda National Trust who wanted it donated to 
them but expressed that it probably made more finan-
cial sense to demolish and rebuild; a private citizen in 
2020 expressed interest for a business hub; and in 
early 2020 the Bermuda Economic Development Cor-
poration was working to repurpose the building and 
make it into their headquarters. However, following 
the most recent fire in December 2020, a structural 
appraisal was carried out. This report recommended a 
complete overhaul of the building, including installing 
new plumbing and electrical, structural repairs, costly 
restoration work, and finishes to the interior and exte-
rior of the building. The estimated cost to bring the 
building up to code was $1.2 to $1.3 million. The re-
port further stated that it would be more cost-effective 
to demolish the structure and rebuild than carry out 
these costly renovations. 
 Mr. Speaker, while the building's history was 
very much considered, in light of this information and 
the fact that the property was a health and safety is-
sue for area residents and the adjacent Diabetes As-
sociation building, the Bermuda Housing Corporation 
took the tough decision to demolish the structure. Fol-
lowing confirmation that the building was not listed as 
a Historic Building, an application for a demolition 
permit was made in April 2021 and approved in May. 
Surprisingly, at no stage during the planning applica-
tion process of advertising for objections did anyone 
comment—most notably during the two-week period 
when the application was advertised. With a demoli-
tion permit in hand, the Bermuda Housing Corporation 
tendered the demolition work, which began earlier last 
week. 
 Mr. Speaker, recently, however, following the 
chorus of objections, the Department of Planning con-
tacted the Bermuda Housing Corporation to inform 
that, albeit the building is not listed, its location is in a 
Historic Protection Area and therefore requires plan-
ning permission to demolish. Since the stop-work has 
been issued, work has ceased temporarily. As it 
stands now, the Bermuda Housing Corporation have 
resubmitted a planning application to seek approval to 
demolish the building under the Historic Protection 
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Area protocols to the Department of Planning for con-
sideration. 
 Mr. Speaker, we note the new interest in sav-
ing the building following a lengthy period of silence in 
relation to the future of Wantley. We also note that 
none of the entities have any funding to support a 
renovation. Regrettably, as is the case with many old 
and vacant buildings, the cost of renovation is such 
that one could never get a return on their investment. 
Additionally, in our view it makes no economic sense 
to simply renovate a building that sits on a quarter of 
the property when planning for better use of the site 
makes more sense. Whatever is finally built at this site 
will recognise the historical nature of Wantley. 
 Mr. Speaker, I visited the site this week, and 
in speaking with the contractor (who has been re-
tained to continue clearing out the building and remov-
ing overgrown foliage), he noted that more than 20 
truckloads of debris had been removed thus far from 
inside the house. The contractor has been requested 
to salvage as much of the crown moulding and other 
items of historical value for safekeeping. He noted that 
some of the vagrants are still returning for shelter 
each night, especially since the building is now wide 
open. The state of the building is such that the esti-
mate for repairs, as is the case with any renovation, is 
likely to be higher than the current estimate. 
 Mr. Speaker, it really is impractical for those 
who have a keen interest in retaining historical build-
ings to watch them deteriorate to a beyond-salvage 
state, and then raise objections to their demolition and 
simply expect the Government to fund their rehabilita-
tion. The current economic climate does not allow for 
the funding of such projects when there are a multi-
tude of critical initiatives that go unfunded year after 
year. While we recognise that this is an extremely 
sensitive subject, in this economic climate it cannot be 
considered and we shall pursue the planning process 
to achieve its demolition and thus remove the danger 
that the building provides to those who illegally enter 
the site. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Labour. 
 Minister Hayward. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The President: Yes, Minister. 
 
PHASE 2 TRAINING & EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVES 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I rise today to provide you with 
an update on the education, training and employment 
programmes executed during Phase 1 of the Work-
force Development Department’s Re-employment 
Strategy. Additionally, I will elaborate on Phase 2 initi-
atives aimed at preparing Bermudians to take ad-

vantage of job opportunities and connecting them with 
jobs that arise. As part of the Government’s mandate, 
the Ministry of Labour introduced a National Re-
employment Strategy to provide training, career de-
velopment and employment opportunities to better 
position unemployed Bermudians in their transition 
back into the workforce as we move beyond the pan-
demic. I am pleased to report that the Department of 
Workforce Development has continued to provide 
training opportunities for unemployed Bermudians 
through a phased approach. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am truly grateful to all of the 
public and private sector stakeholders who have part-
nered with the Ministry in the development and execu-
tion of the numerous programmes and initiatives that 
have benefitted many unemployed Bermudians. I will 
now highlight a few of the achievements and employ-
ment opportunities realised as a result of these initia-
tives offered in Phase 1 of the Re-employment Strate-
gy to date: 

• Thirteen new training, career development 
and employment programmes have been 
successfully delivered. 

• Over 650 persons participated in the various 
face to face, on the job and/or online virtual 
learning, webinars, internships, apprentice-
ships and trainee programmes. 

• Approximately 70 individuals have received 
part-time or full-time employment as a direct 
result of the training initiatives.  

• Since November 2020, the number of unem-
ployed Bermudians who have received em-
ployment opportunities through the Workforce 
Development Department’s Bermuda Job 
Board referral process is 388. 

 Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that the De-
partment of Workforce Development is not a recruit-
ment agency. The department’s principal responsibil-
ity is to provide persons with the training, development 
and support needed to ensure readiness should job 
opportunities arise.  
 In a joint initiative with the Department of Fi-
nancial Assistance, the Department of Workforce De-
velopment has completed Personal Employment 
Plans for a pilot of 20 financial assistance clients. Em-
ployment Plans include Work Readiness, Financial 
Literacy and Computer Literacy training, along with 
individual career coaching and support. The depart-
ment aims to achieve work readiness credentials for 
all able-bodied clients on financial assistance. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to inform the public 
that the Department of Workforce Development has 
now entered the second phase of the Re-employment 
Strategy. Phase 2 of the strategy will build upon the 
progress made to train and employ Bermudians in 
Phase 1. Phase 2 initiatives will focus on training, re-
skilling, up-scaling and utilising the transferable skills 
of unemployed Bermudians. This strategy is to assist 
unemployed Bermudians to become better equipped 
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and positioned to take advantage of opportunities that 
exist in specific closed and restricted job categories in 
the job market. Phase 2 will focus heavily on industry-
driven initiatives that better connect training with em-
ployment opportunities for unemployed Bermudians in 
high-demand occupations. To this end, the following 
initiatives are currently in place: 

(1) Economic Stimulus Programme Jobs Initiative. 
• Nine companies have expressed interest in 

employing Bermudians as apprentices and 
trainees, as well as experienced tradesper-
sons; 

• The department has begun to reach out to the 
companies to determine what skill sets are 
required to make the appropriate pairing from 
the department’s client unemployment data-
base; 

• The department aims to provide 20 job oppor-
tunities to employ Bermudians from their client 
base; 

• To date, four Bermudians have been placed in 
employment, with another 16 going through 
the assessment stage for this new joint part-
nership with the Department of Works & Engi-
neering; 

(2) Industry-Driven Network Partnerships. The 
department plans to continue forging additional part-
nerships with industry professionals and HR profes-
sional training providers to broaden the range of on-
the-job training, internships, virtual learning webinars 
and online career development and training pro-
grammes; 

(3)  Training and Development Programmes. The 
department plans to expand its current vocational and 
technical programme to include new short- and long-
term certificate programmes to increase employment 
opportunities that include on-the-job internships and 
experience for unskilled and semi-skilled Bermudians. 
New certificate programmes will include, but are not 
limited to the following: 

• IT Certifications 
• Coding 
• Radiology 
• Elevator Mechanic 
• Solar Technicians 
• Masonry 
• Automotive Electric Car Technicians; 
(4) Employer and Industry Engagement. The de-

partment will continue to collaborate and consult with 
key industry stakeholders and partners to discuss 
their specific employment needs and requirements for 
small, medium- and large-sized businesses. As re-
cently as this week, the Chamber of Commerce has 
agreed to form a subcommittee to work directly with 
the Ministry towards synergy of strategies to re-
employ Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, I can report that through the 
public appeal to unemployed Bermudians, over 270 

candidates have registered on the Bermuda Job 
Board. The department will follow a three-step pro-
cess in this regard: (1) assess all candidates; (2) refer 
suitable candidates to employers for potential em-
ployment opportunities; and (3) provide the support 
needed to assist candidates in achieving their em-
ployment goals, including résumé development, inter-
view skills and coaching in other areas. 
 Mr. Speaker, despite Bermuda’s workforce 
continuing to contract, [thus] creating increased levels 
of unemployment for Bermudians, the Government 
remains committed to ensuring that we do all that we 
can to prepare Bermudians for job opportunities that 
exist and to connect them with these jobs where pos-
sible. As Minister, I will ensure the cross-ministry work 
of the [Ministry] of Labour remains focused and inten-
tional in its multi-pronged approach to facilitating train-
ing and employment opportunities in the implementa-
tion of Phase 2 of the National Re-employment Stra-
tegic Plan. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Education. 
 Minister of Education, would you like to pre-
sent your Statement now? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, and good 
morning, colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 
INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
update my honourable colleagues about yet another 
exciting educational opportunity for the people of 
Bermuda. Today I am pleased to announce another 
initiative to promote the relationship between the 
Bermuda Government and the University of the West 
Indies. 
 Mr. Speaker, by way of some background, the 
University of the West Indies [UWI] was founded in 
1948 and is the largest and longest-standing higher 
education provider in the English-speaking Caribbean. 
Currently, UWI is ranked in the top 4 per cent of uni-
versities in the world. 
 Mr. Speaker Bermuda and the University of 
West Indies have developed a long-standing relation-
ship, as we have benefited from being an Associate 
Country member of UWI since 2010. As an Associate 
Country member Bermudian students can enjoy and 
greatly benefit from the preferred tuition pricing that 
this relationship offers. Currently in the works is an 
MOU and articulation agreement between the Bermu-
da College and the University of West Indies—an 
agreement that will allow credits earned at Bermuda 
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College to be transferred directly towards a degree 
programme in the UWI Open Campus. 
 Mr. Speaker we understand that going to uni-
versity can be a large financial commitment. However, 
the Bermuda Government is dedicated to fostering 
opportunities that allow our students to pursue their 
educational goals. Our commitment to providing op-
portunities to all [Bermudian] students has been very 
consistent and clear. This Government has always 
tried to reduce the financial hurdles preventing anyone 
from pursuing their educational dreams. With that in 
mind, we strongly encourage more Bermudians to 
take advantage of the preferred tuition pricing availa-
ble through our relationship with the UWI so that they 
can follow their dreams and positively contribute to 
our Island home. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we continue to grow, foster 
and renew the existing relationship between Bermuda 
and the University of West Indies, we are excited to 
offer Bermudians the opportunity to learn more about 
UWI through a Live and Interactive Virtual Open 
House on June 24 from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm. We wel-
come high school graduates and their parents, college 
graduates, as well as mature students who are look-
ing to continue their studies or change careers, to at-
tend this virtual open house. This virtual open house 
will give prospective students an opportunity to learn 
mostly about the Open Campus, which covers the 
distance learning programmes of the University of the 
West Indies. 
 Mr. Speaker, the session will feature infor-
mation on (1) the UWI’s 800-plus certificate, diploma, 
undergraduate and post graduate degree options; 
(2) on-campus and online learning facilities; (3) the 
application process; and (4) student support services. 
There will also be a portion of the evening dedicated 
to answering participants' questions. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am thrilled to share that those 
who register in advance and attend the virtual open 
house will be entered into a [drawing] to receive one 
of four one-time Tuition Awards valued at $2,500 each 
when they enrol in UWI’s Open Campus, which facili-
tates online learning. To register, please send an 
email to askus@gov.bm for more information. 
 Mr. Speaker, the open house will be live 
streamed via Zoom and will be simulcast on CITV, the 
Bermuda Government’s Facebook page and 
YouTube. Bermuda, we strongly encourage you to 
attend this open house to learn more about UWI. 
 Mr. Speaker, as previously mentioned, the 
University of West Indies is currently ranked in the top 
4 per cent of universities in the world. We are encour-
aging Bermudians looking to pursue further education 
to consider UWI as a viable option. There are many 
opportunities available to Bermudians seeking higher 
education, and UWI is one of them. We assure you 
that the Ministry of Education remains dedicated to 
creating new opportunities for our students to pursue 
their educational goals. This means thinking outside 

the box and revisiting pre-existing relationships to 
make them more applicable to our needs today. 
 Mr. Speaker, so to those who are about to 
graduate from high school, those who have graduated 
from high school and seek higher education, those 
who have their undergraduate certification but want to 
pursue their graduate certification, and those who are 
considering changing careers, please take advantage 
of the amazing opportunities offered through our part-
nership with the University of West Indies. Tune in 
next week Thursday to learn more about the Universi-
ty and the 800-plus online offerings the university has 
to offer. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Minister, the next 
Statement is yours as well. Would you like to present 
that now? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SUMMER 
LEARNING PROGRAMMES 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, this morning I 
rise before you and my honourable colleagues to 
share about the summer programmes that the De-
partment of Education will be putting in place for our 
students to help make up for the lost number of school 
days that have been experienced in the past school 
year. 
 Mr. Speaker, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected educational systems worldwide, with one of 
the major impacts being the loss of learning time. Alt-
hough we could not make up days lost during this 
school year, students will be given opportunities to 
engage in online learning programmes and activities, 
and in some cases in-person summer programmes 
ranging from the preschool to the senior school level. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me first share about these 
opportunities for our students, starting with the pre-
school I-PLAY Summer Boost programme. I am 
pleased that the Reading Clinic has partnered with the 
Department of Education to extend learning into the 
summer for preschoolers who are transitioning into 
primary school. Seven of our public preschools signed 
up to work with the Reading Clinic to have I-PLAY this 
year. I-PLAY refers to Interactive Phonological Litera-
cy Activities for Youngsters. 
 Normally, the I-PLAY tutors would come into 
the preschool and screen all of the preschoolers on 
pre-literacy skills, especially in the area of phonologi-
cal processing. Phonological processing skills are 
those that are all about listening and sounds. Can 
children hear the difference in sounds in words and 
sentences? Can they hear the separate words in sen-
tences? Are they able to notice rhyming words or 
words that begin with the same sounds? Phonological 
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processing skills are a strong predictor of later reading 
success, and it is more important for children to first 
be able to hear sounds than to identify letters. 
 Mr. Speaker, due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the I-PLAY tutors had limited access into these seven 
preschools. As a result, the programme was delayed. 
The Reading Clinic was only able to screen our pre-
schoolers during the latter half of the school year, 
leaving no time for tutoring these children identified as 
needing help with gaining valuable pre-reading skills 
prior to entering primary school. Because of the Read-
ing Clinic’s commitment to helping our preschoolers to 
have the best start to primary school and learning to 
read, they have joined with the Department of Educa-
tion in providing an in-person I-PLAY Summer Boost 
for our preschoolers. The I-PLAY Summer Boost is 
offered to parents of those preschoolers who could 
benefit from a boost in literacy and extra support in 
phonological processing. 
 The Summer Boost programme will be offered 
in four locations: Port Royal Primary, St. Paul’s Pre-
school, Lyceum Preschool and St. George’s Pre-
school, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm during the month of 
July. The programme is literacy-rich and play-based. 
All learning activities are centred around studying in-
sects while being engaged in large group and small 
intensive tutoring groups to teach pre-literacy skills 
including those that target listening. The programme 
mirrors a typical preschool day. We thank Govern-
ment Estates and Workforce Development for joining 
the Department of Education to provide this Summer 
Boost through the Reading Clinic to our preschoolers. 
 Mr. Speaker, our students at the primary and 
middle [school] levels will have access to online read-
ing and math programmes throughout the summer. 
Many schools already have subscriptions to online 
reading programmes for their students—programmes 
such as Literacy Footprints and Raz-Kids. Students 
who attend primary and middle schools in the western 
zone of the Island have access to the Achieve3000 
reading programme. These online reading pro-
grammes are available 24/7 and can be accessed 
using most devices. These programmes will enable 
students to continue to read e-books and take quiz-
zes. This is the same as they would normally do when 
in school. Students’ work, their efforts and progress 
will be automatically recorded as they engage in these 
reading programmes, and their teachers will able to 
access their results at the end of the summer. 
 Mr. Speaker, for those students who do not 
have access to Literacy Footprints, Raz-Kids, 
Achieve3000 and other online reading programmes 
offered by their schools, the department is encourag-
ing parents to subscribe to the Epic online reading 
programme, a free online reading programme that will 
give students access to hundreds of e-books and op-
portunities to take quizzes after they have finished 
reading the books. Parents can also share their chil-
dren’s results with their school. 

 Mr. Speaker, we want all of our students to 
spend time reading during the summer and to engage 
with these online reading programmes. The depart-
ment wants children to read every day. The minimum 
expectation is for all students to read e-books for at 
least 30 minutes twice per week; once they finish their 
e-book, to take the quiz, taking time to think about the 
questions carefully; and to give careful answers with 
the aim of scoring a 4 out 5 on the quiz. We also en-
courage our students to take advantage of books of-
fered at our local libraries. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me focus on mathematics. 
The public school system is working to improve stu-
dents’ math knowledge and skills. I am pleased to re-
port that we will offer an eight-week online math tutor-
ing programme during July and August for all primary 
and middle school students. The programme will run 
every Tuesday and Thursday from July 6 to August 24 
with specific times allocated for school year level 
groupings of students. Mr. Speaker, this online pro-
gramme is being developed and personalised for our 
primary and middle school students based on the end-
of-year math assessment results which have been 
analysed to determine gaps in learning. Additionally, 
each teacher in the system will receive a gap analysis 
report for their class, and every parent will also be 
provided with a report that indicates what their child 
has mastered, partially mastered or not mastered. 
 Parents will receive a schedule of when tutor-
ing will be provided for specific topics. Students may 
sign on for all tutoring sessions. However, we espe-
cially want parents to ensure that their children sign 
on for tutoring sessions that may match their learning 
gaps. After each session students will be shown how 
to use their Methodmaths account to practice the skills 
that have been demonstrated. They will receive in-
stant feedback as they progress, and all lessons will 
be recorded and shared on the Ministry’s website so 
that students can revisit them as part of any later revi-
sion. 
 Mr. Speaker, the tutoring sessions will focus 
on deeper conceptual understanding as well as pro-
cedural modelling, and international expert math 
teachers will deliver these sessions. The engagement 
of math experts is possible because of the depart-
ment’s partnership with the UK-based organisation, 
Primal Academic Innovations [Limited]. Students will 
also have access to DreamBox during July and Au-
gust. 
 Mr. Speaker, the question is always asked, 
What about students who do not have access to the 
Internet? The department has planned for that. Stu-
dents who cannot access online reading and math 
tutoring programmes will be provided with subject-
specific learning packets for core subjects of reading, 
writing and mathematics. Schools will be asked to 
identify students who do not have online access. The 
parents of these students can contact the Department 
of Education and collect from the offices learning 
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packets for children from P1 to M1 that they can com-
plete during each week of the summer break. The 
packets that will be provided to students will have an-
swer keys, and this will enable students and parents 
to get immediate feedback on student progress with 
the learning activities they have completed. 
 Mr. Speaker, in keeping with tradition, the De-
partment of Education will offer its annual Summer 
School Programme at Dame Marjorie Bean Hope 
Academy [DAME] during the month of July. This pro-
gramme, which runs from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, is for 
students who attend DAME. There is also an after-
school programme which runs from 3:30 pm to 
5:30 pm. While the programme is very much fun-
based, the programme's primary goal is for students 
to continue to work on their current Individualised Ed-
ucation Plan (or IEP) and goals, and reinforce the 
skills they have mastered during the school year. Stu-
dents will participate in activities such as WindReach, 
and they will continue to receive art and music thera-
py. 
 Mr. Speaker, the summer programme at 
DAME is delivered by the staff at DAME and other 
carefully selected applicants. The team for summer 
school also includes the school’s nurse and social 
worker. All staff who work at the summer programme 
must participate in a mandatory two-day orientation, 
and planning and preparation session. This year staff 
orientation will be on July 1 and 2, as students are 
scheduled to commence on July 5. 
 Mr. Speaker, the overarching outcomes for 
the summer programme at DAME are (1) 100 per cent 
of students pursue a minimum of two IEP goals with 
one objective per goal; (2) 100 per cent of students 
participate in small groups or individual adaptive PE 
sessions; (3) 100 per cent of students participate in 
community-based activities at least once a week; and 
(4) 100 per cent of students receive a data-based 
progress report at the end of the programme. 
 Mr. Speaker, STEAM Academy is offered eve-
ry summer. Students from Primary 4 to M3 have an 
opportunity to register for the Education Department’s 
virtual STEAM Academy this summer, with the theme 
Pandemic Vibes—Making the Shift. This year’s 
STEAM Academy will provide an amazing outlet for 
our students who have been extremely resilient during 
this COVID-19 experience. The annual programme, 
operated by the Gifted and Talented Education pro-
gramme (better known as GATE), will be delivered 
remotely from July 5 to 28 at the cost of $65 per week. 
Using online tools, students will engage in remote 
learning classes from 10:00 am until 2:15 pm. With a 
focus on project-based learning, students will create a 
collaborative motion picture from script to screen re-
flecting their COVID-19 experience. They will be writ-
ing scripts, composing music, creating visual anima-
tions in 2D and 3D, and ultimately producing a collab-
orative motion picture. 

 Mr. Speaker, students at the STEAM Acade-
my will once again have the opportunity to participate 
in activities offered by AH! TEMPO and Digibotics to 
provide a comprehensive array of opportunities for 
students interested in STEAM. Mr. Speaker, AH! 
TEMPO, under the directorship of local Music Direc-
tor, Mrs. Malinda Jennings, and a team of local ex-
perts in the visual and performing arts will immerse P4 
to M3 students in the multi-facets of dramatic and vo-
cal performance, and musical composition. Hosted by 
Mr. Neville Zuill and his team, Digibotics will immerse 
P5 to M3 students in 21st century learning experiences 
that develop digital content creation skills. The team 
will work with students as they create 2D and 3D mas-
terpieces while exploring the world of stop-motion an-
imation and digital effects. Student applications will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis. Interested 
parents can register their children by completing the 
online registration form found at the following link: 
http://www.steamacademybermuda.com. Parents are 
encouraged to register their children quickly, as this is 
a great opportunity for students to demonstrate their 
skills and their talent, and be creative while increasing 
their knowledge and learning to work together as a 
team. 
 Mr. Speaker, the department will also be 
providing summer school for students in the primary 
and middle school functional skills classes and for 
students in functional academics classes at the middle 
school level. The programme will run from July 5 to 
28, with a daily schedule from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. 
The morning classes will focus on academics con-
nected to students’ IEP goals and objectives, and cur-
riculum content in math, English and science for the 
functional academic students. The afternoon classes 
will focus on life skills, physical, social and health ses-
sions. An adaptive PE teacher will also work with the 
students on their IEP goals. Students will participate in 
field trips to WindReach, Tulo Valley Plant Nursery 
and Kaleidoscope Arts Foundation. 
 Mr. Speaker, at the senior school level the two 
senior schools will provide a summer school pro-
gramme for credit recovery and skills improvement. 
Students enrolled in the programmes will include 
those who have previously taken a course and failed 
or those who have passed the course but want to im-
prove their grade. The schools will deliver the pro-
grammes for English, mathematics, social studies, 
science and foreign languages using a remote learn-
ing platform. There will be opportunities for selected 
students to attend in-person classes. The summer 
programme will run from July 5 until July 27 with 
morning and afternoon sessions held from 9:30 am to 
12:00 pm and 12:30 pm to 3:00 pm, respectively. 
 The programme will also afford students an 
opportunity for independent practice daily, and teach-
ers will be available to provide students with additional 
support as necessary. Both schools will facilitate their 
respective summer school programmes independent-

http://www.steamacademybermuda.com/
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ly; however, teachers will collaborate through common 
planning to ensure equitable delivery and common 
assessments. Mr. Speaker, there will be in-person 
accommodations for students without devices and for 
learning support students. 
 In closing, Mr. Speaker, we will be using some 
of our [newly] donated Chromebooks during the sum-
mer months. I am pleased to report that we have 
teachers from five primary schools and one middle 
school piloting the use of Chromebooks with approxi-
mately 200 students, as follows: 

• two classes at Francis Patton Primary School; 
• two classes at Harrington Sound Primary 

School; 
• two classes at Heron Bay Primary; 
• three classes at Purvis Primary; 
• two classes at St. George’s Preparatory; and 
• all M1 students at Whitney Institute Middle 

School. 
 An orientation meeting has already been held 
with the teachers taking part in the programme to pro-
vide the following: 

• pilot programme overview; 
• goals for the pilot; 
• pilot expectations (minimum lessons and sur-

veys); 
• communication protocol within the group; 
• the overview of Chromebooks; and 
• support channels that will be available. 

The piloting of the Chromebooks is well underway at 
these respective schools. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Minister, just a 
comment: If you intend to speak later in the day, you 
may want to adjust your system. You kept fading out, 
particularly near the end of your Statement. Your au-
dio was dying out back and forth. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The next Statement, which is the last State-
ment this morning, is in the name of the Minister of 
National Security. 
 Minister Ming, would you like to present your 
Statement? 
 

GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION TEAM UPDATE 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. Good morning, Mr. Speaker 
and listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to provide this Honourable 
House with an update on the important work of the 
National Security Ministry’s Gang Violence Reduction 
Team [GVRT]. The last quarter saw the Gang Vio-
lence Reduction Team diligently at work in the com-

munity with a proactive approach that has proven to 
be quite effective in both the neighbourhoods and 
schools. Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
that the Gang Violence Reduction Team has been 
charged with the strategic development of prevention 
and intervention programmes that target our at-risk 
population. 
 Mr. Speaker, over the past four months the 
Gang Violence Reduction Team have noticed a spike 
in attempted home invasions and robberies allegedly 
from known gang members and affiliates. With that 
being said, the Gang Violence Reduction Team con-
tinues to actively use and implement their multi-
pronged approach in the affected communities. In or-
der to lower community tensions, the Gang Violence 
Reduction Team further increased its focus on Street 
Level Outreach throughout the shelter in place, curfew 
and other emergency measures. The Gang Violence 
Reduction Team continued to visit targeted neigh-
bourhoods and build connections and relationships 
with at-risk young people and their families. 
 Mr. Speaker, the team continues to show a 
visual presence throughout the Island as they visit the 
various homes and neighbourhoods, especially those 
that are impacted by antisocial behaviours. The Gang 
Violence Reduction Team provides intervention 
through the formation of trust-based relationships that 
serve to de-escalate and mediate tensions when nec-
essary. Mediation of the tensions and conflicts has 
been direct and inclusive of individuals from all areas. 
The outreach work of the Gang Violence Reduction 
Team has connected many at-risk individuals to vari-
ous resources and long-term solutions that provide 
case management services. The goal is to steer these 
young people towards a proactive quotient and pro-
social activities that provide a range of opportunities 
for change. 
 This has not been without its challenges. Mr. 
Speaker, unfortunately, on April 6, 2021, Bermuda 
experienced its first fatal shooting. Again, I extend my 
deepest condolences to the family and friends of Jor-
dan Outerbridge. Another Bermudian family is now in 
mourning because of senseless violence. We also 
have our hearts and prayers to the latest victim as 
well. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Gang Violence Reduction 
Team’s Coordinated Crisis Response Unit (commonly 
known as CCR) has been steady at work. Since the 
beginning of the year, the team have been deployed 
six times to support the community through emotional 
hardship and serious incidents. The CCR Unit have 
reported to the hospital several times and made sev-
eral home visits to affected families, along with target-
ed community assessments after each incident. The 
CCR Unit have trained staff in place to provide imme-
diate emotional support to the affected families and 
areas. They also provide immediate triage in order to 
mitigate the effects through general support, counsel-
ling services and aftercare. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/afa2f2cfeb422127a65ddd50aff28baf.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/afa2f2cfeb422127a65ddd50aff28baf.pdf
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 Mr. Speaker, I am proud to announce to this 
Honourable House that the Redemption Programme 
has been operational for the past 20 weeks. The 13 
trainees have not only expressed their desire for a 
better life, but they are applying the skills they have 
learned towards a pro-social and productive path that 
can be seen within the programme. The trainees have 
been placed in various local businesses around the 
Island to complete 30-week work placements with the 
Gang Violence Reduction Team’s Business Partners. 
Each trainee has participated in weekly job coaching 
sessions, weekly case management sessions, life 
skills sessions, job readiness workshops and career 
exposure sessions. On a case-by-case basis the team 
has provided crisis support and educational support 
as needed. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Gang Violence Reduction 
Team has delivered 95 individual case management/ 
job coaching sessions with Redemption Programme 
trainees. Additionally, the team has supported train-
ees through 15 crisis situations. Since the programme 
was launched 20 weeks ago, the team have delivered 
25 sessions covering key areas which include job 
readiness skills, life skills, career exposure, goal set-
ting and general personal development. The Gang 
Violence Reduction Team is now working with each 
trainee to secure each of them a full-time employment 
opportunity and/or a full-time education opportunity. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am proud to announce the fol-
lowing: 

• Three trainees were offered a full-time job 
during their training placement and have re-
cently transitioned into their new role. 

• Five of our current Business Partners have 
plans to transition their current Redemption 
Programme trainees to part-time or full-time 
employment. 

• Four of our current trainees are actively seek-
ing full-time employment and/or part-time em-
ployment. The Gang Violence Reduction 
Team are supporting these trainees to pre-
pare résumés and apply to various business-
es for jobs.  

• One trainee has enrolled at the Bermuda Col-
lege for the fall 2021 semester. 

 Mr. Speaker, the Gang Violence Reduction 
Team has also remained in touch with many targeted 
schools, although many formal programmes were 
temporarily suspended during the past year due to 
COVID-19 regulations in our schools. The team has 
continued to work with the school administration and 
student services teams at targeted primary schools, 
CedarBridge Academy, Berkeley Institute and Suc-
cess Academy to provide support services for at-risk 
students. The team visits the schools on a daily basis 
to provide incident management support, mediation 
services, individual student support sessions, restora-
tive sessions and small group sessions. Through 
these ongoing interactions, the Gang Violence Reduc-

tion Team, along with other service providers, are able 
to help students realise their self-worth and see the 
many opportunities of self-improvement available to 
them. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Gang Violence Reduction 
Team is preparing for summer programmes and tar-
geted prevention outreach initiatives. They have 
worked closely with targeted student service teams to 
identify at-risk students who will need extra support 
and connection as the summer break begins. The 
Gang Violence Reduction Team plans to connect 
younger students to camps and with local charity 
scholarships if needed, and will check in and provide 
small group sessions to engage older students who 
have been identified. 
 Mr. Speaker, at the beginning of the summer 
break the Gang Violence Reduction Team selected a 
new cohort of students for the Summer Work Place-
ment & Mentoring Programme. The summer work 
placements are structured to equip the students with 
the skill sets for future employment. The programme 
is due to commence on July 5, 2021, and will employ 
16 targeted young people with an eight-week paid 
[work] experience at local companies. The young 
people have been chosen from the Gang Violence 
Reduction Team’s high school intervention pro-
grammes, case management services and Success 
Academy students. 
 Mr. Speaker, the programme provides the 16 
young people mentoring support to ensure their suc-
cess in the workplace. The programme was created to 
address the void in professional development oppor-
tunities for young people who have participated [in] or 
can be prone to antisocial behaviour and have subse-
quently been labelled as “troubled teens.” This pro-
gramme provides on-the-job work experience along 
with mentorship and coaching. It is intended to offer a 
satisfying and meaningful work experience whilst 
building the skills and knowledge needed to transition 
to sustainable long-term employment. I would like to 
wish the 16 students all the best as they take on this 
challenge. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank the Gang Vio-
lence Reduction Team for their work and add that they 
cannot do this [work] on their own. I encourage all of 
us who love this community to roll up our sleeves to 
assist with stamping out the gang culture from our 
Island.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 That is the close of the Statements for this 
morning. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
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QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: This morning we have two sets of writ-
ten questions. The first are being deferred until our 
next sitting. Those are the questions to Minister Wil-
son from MP Dunkley. 
 

QUESTION: COVID-19 VACCINE STATISTICS 
[Deferred] 

  
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: 1. Will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House 
the total number of COVID-19 vaccinations ad-
ministered weekly since the commencement in 
January through to the week ending June 12, 
2021?  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House 
the weekly number of COVID19 vaccines discard-
ed for any reason from the commencement of 
vaccinations to the week ending June 12, 2021?  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House 
with a breakdown, from commencement up until 
June 12, 2021, detailing the percentage of male 
and female, the percentage of each age group 
recorded as well as the racial breakdown of those 
administered? 

 
The Speaker: So, we will move on to the second set 
of questions. The second set of questions is from MP 
Richardson to Minister Hayward. There are three 
questions, and [for] each one [MP Richardson] has 
indicated that he would like an oral response. 
 As I set the clock for our 60 minutes, MP 
Richardson, would you like to put your first question? 
 

QUESTION 1: UNEMPLOYED BERMUDIANS/  
INTEREST IN CLOSED JOB CATEGORIES 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House how many unemployed Ber-
mudians with interest in closed job categories were 
identified before closing those categories? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, as the Honoura-
ble House is aware, the unparalleled level of unem-
ployment that Bermuda has experienced as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic has translated into Bermu-
da’s worst job crisis in recent history. As employment 
levels declined, this Government did not hesitate to 
immediately pivot to ensure that policies were put in 
place to protect jobs for Bermudians and to prevent 
further contractions of our Bermudian workforce. 

 Although the Government does not have a 
means to directly identify the number of Bermudians 
who have an interest in working in the said closed 
categories, the Government is aware that there are 
large numbers of Bermudians who are seeking em-
ployment opportunities. The Government used the 
following methodology to identify additional categories 
of closed and restricted work permits: Data were col-
lected from the Department of Statistics that identified 
the number of positions in proposed closed and re-
stricted categories traditionally held by Bermudians. 
The number of positions identified was compared to 
the number of work permit holders in those catego-
ries.  

Based upon reports from the Department of 
Immigration, the Ministry cross-referenced these data 
and analysed them to identify areas of capacity and 
demand. 
 Additionally, at that time data from the De-
partment of Financial Assistance [DFA] suggested 
that there were over 1,390 individuals displaced from 
the workforce; and out of those, 396 were in the hos-
pitality industry. The details reported to DFA included 
the previous place of employment for the 1,390 appli-
cants received, which assisted in the identification of 
job categories to close. Consequently, this Govern-
ment stands by its position of taking strong measures 
to protect Bermudians in the workforce, which in-
cludes the moratorium on issuing new work permits, 
closed categories, to ensure that every Bermudian 
who wants to work has a greater opportunity to be 
hired. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary, MP? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: The Honourable Minister 
said the unemployment has risen. What is the current 
unemployment rate, and how many people are unem-
ployed? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: The most recent labour force 
report has not been released to the public. And I be-
lieve that once that is released to the public, the public 
will be well aware of what is the current unemploy-
ment rate. But based off of data that I have received 
within the Ministry, I am clear that the unemployment 
rate has close to doubled. 
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The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary, go ahead. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: What is doubled? From 
what? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: The previous rate, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have a supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, put your supple-
mentary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Minister indicated that 
the statistics were derived from the Department of 
Statistics, Financial Assistance and from his depart-
ment. Can he give us the date of those statistics? 
Were they 2021? Were they 2020? Can he give us 
the date of the statistics used and drawn from the Sta-
tistics Department, Financial Assistance and Immigra-
tion? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, all data would 
have been retrieved in the year 2020, prior to making 
the announcement to close job categories. The data 
would have been derived at the time when the policy 
analysts within the Ministry of Labour would have re-
viewed the data to make its deliberation for closed 
categories. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, thank you.  
 
The Speaker: Okay. MP Richardson, you used your 
two supplementaries. Would you like to put your sec-
ond question? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
MP Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have a supplemen-
tary for that first question? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 

 You said that the unemployment has doubled 
from the previous statistics. Roughly, what were the 
previous statistics, numerically? Thank you. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I believe that is public infor-
mation, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Second supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary. Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Is the Honourable Minister able 
to inform the Honourable House roughly what that 
number was, and what the number is now that it has 
doubled? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, again that is 
public information. That has already been released to 
the public. 
 
The Speaker: Meaning it is in the public domain so 
the Member can find it in the public domain, MP 
Pearman. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member have a sup-
plementary for that question? 
 None. 
 MP Richardson, would you like to go to your 
second question? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I would. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

QUESTION 2: UNEMPLOYED BERMUDIANS/ 
HIRED CATEGORIES 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House how many un-
employed Bermudians have been hired and in which 
categories, since those categories have been closed? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, first, I would be 
remiss if I did not remind the House that the Depart-
ment of Workforce Development [DWD] is not a re-
cruitment agency, meaning it does not place Bermu-
dians directly into jobs. Therefore, the Government 
only has data on the Workforce Development De-
partment’s direct clients. For clarity, the Department of 
Workforce Development rose to provide funding for 
scholarships, apprenticeships and internships and 
providing training and career counselling so that its 
clients are better positioned to find jobs. 
 That being said, the number of unemployed 
Bermudians who have received employment opportu-
nities through the referral process at DWD to various 
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sector businesses and various employers is 388 be-
tween November 2020 and Thursday, June 17, 2021. 
High-demand areas of employment in the restricted 
and closed job categories include residential cleaning 
technicians, waiters/servers, general bartenders, ad-
ministrative assistants, general handymen, general 
labourers, landscape gardeners (entry level), and 
electricians. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP, do you have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I do not, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does anyone else have a supplemen-
tary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: None. MP, you can put your third ques-
tion. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I think MP 
Jackson had a supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Oh. I missed that. MP Jackson. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. I am just curious what 
performance measures do you have then if you are 
not aware of the number of people who then become 
employed after going through the Workforce Devel-
opment training programmes? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I believe the 
Member is a bit confused. In my Ministerial Statement, 
I highlighted the outcomes of the Phase 1 strategy, 
which included direct employment programmes, plus 
the direct referral from DWD which afforded persons 
opportunities to gain employment in Bermuda. And so 
we are tracking and monitoring the employment statis-
tics that come through the Department of Workforce 
Development. 
 The question that the Shadow Minister asked 
pertained to the industrywide statistics throughout the 
entire economy. And that is data that we currently do 
not track. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 

 MP Richardson, would like to put your third 
question now? 
 
QUESTION 3: POLICY IMPACT ON BUSINESSES  

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I would. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 With so many businesses impacted by 
COVID-19 and its ongoing impact, will the Honourable 
Minister please inform this Honourable House the da-
ta that have been collected and what impact this poli-
cy has had on local businesses so far? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, the impact we 
have seen on businesses affected by COVID-19 has 
been mixed. It is the experience of the Ministry that 
closing categories of work permits has impacted busi-
nesses in terms of hiring. This is what the Ministry 
would expect, as the policy has forced employers to 
fully consider Bermudian applicants, which is the de-
sired outcome of the policy. Some businesses have 
appealed to the Ministry to reapply for work permits, 
suggesting that Bermudians are not suitably qualified. 
However, with the Bermudian workforce continuing to 
contract, creating high levels of unemployment for 
Bermudians, I stand committed to ensuring that the 
Government is doing all that it can to prepare and 
equip Bermudians for job opportunities so that they 
can be suitably qualified to meet the business de-
mands, specifically in restricted and closed job cate-
gories. 
 The Chamber of Commerce, in consultation 
with the Bermuda Hotel Association and the Bermuda 
Employers Council, wrote to the Ministry indicating 
that they wish for 9 of the 53 closed job categories to 
be excluded. They are limited to (1) kitchen porters; 
(2) reporters and journalists, (3) seasonal work per-
mits; (4) waiters/servers; (5) electricians; (6) plumbers; 
(7) carpenters; (8) handymen; and (9) pot-washers. 
The Ministry will do a full assessment with all of the 
data available to determine which job categories re-
main closed after July 31, 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Supplementary, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. MP Cannonier, put your supple-
mentary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Minister, if you could, based on the impact, 
which industries have been positively affected by 
COVID-19, per se, in that they have seen an uptick in 
business and employment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I do not have data on which 
businesses have been positively impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I do not think . . . I do not have 
that information, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: And I would not know how to 
obtain that information either. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Or [know how to] even meas-
ure the positive impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I am sorry. Did he say that 
he would not know how to collect? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, he did. 
 
The Speaker: I think basically what he was saying is 
it is not the type of information that they have been 
tracking, so he cannot provide the information for you. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Okay. Second supplemen-
tary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I would endeavour to believe 
that the whole purpose of serving and the like by the 
Ministry would be to delve directly into what is going 
on through COVID-19, and exclusive of COVID-19 to 
really understand where the opportunities lie. And so 
with my previous question, I was just simply attempt-
ing to find out whether or not they saw any opportuni-
ties. Obviously then, they have not seen any opportu-
nities. Then should we not look at trying to gather this 
kind of information to help people find employment? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, as stated in my 
Statement this morning and the answer to the Parlia-
mentary Questions provided, I stated that we were 
able to directly link 70 individuals with jobs. And I 
spoke to some of the job categories that individuals 
were able to find employment in, especially as it per-
tains to the 388 persons who have found employment 
through the referral system within the Department of 
Workforce Development. And so I have already indi-
cated the high-demand areas of employment, and 
restricted and closed job categories include residential 
cleaning technicians, waiters/servers, general bar-

tenders, administrative assistants, general handymen, 
general labourers, landscape gardeners (entry level), 
and electricians. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Does anyone else have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Richardson, you have a supple-
mentary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I would like for the Minister to 
clarify, yes.  

Would the Minister please clarify? In his earli-
er answer to Question 3, he said something about 
Bermudian applications not being fully considered. 
What did he mean by Bermudian applications are not 
being fully considered? 

 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I do not believe I used those 
terms. But what I will do is clarify. It is the experience 
of the Ministry that closing categories of work permits 
has impacted businesses in terms of hiring. This is 
what the Ministry would expect as the policy has 
forced employers to fully consider Bermudian appli-
cants, which is the desired outcome of the policies. 
Some businesses have appealed to the Minister to 
apply for work permits, suggesting that Bermudians 
are not suitably qualified. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, my first sup-
plementary. 
 The Honourable Minister just said it again, 
“fully consider,” in his response. And that is what I was 
asking for clarification about. What does he mean by 
that it is not being fully considered, that other applica-
tions are not being fully considered? Is there some 
evidence that people are favouring non-Bermudians? 
What did that mean? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: This is what the Ministry would 
expect as the policy has forced employers to fully 
consider Bermudian applicants. Which means that if 
there is the availability of foreign labour . . . yes, some 
employers do prefer foreign labour over employing 
Bermudians. And so if you remove the ability for those 
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employers to hire foreign workers in those occupa-
tional categories, it forces employers to fully consider 
the Bermudian applicants. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Does anyone else have a supplemen-
tary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I have a supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. I was just trying to get clarification on my 
first one. 
 
The Speaker: I let it slip through, but . . . Go ahead. 
Because you basically asked to restate your first 
question. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. That is all, Mr. Speaker. 
I was not speaking another one. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: This is my last supplemen-
tary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. It is your second one, your last 
one. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Honourable Min-
ister. Given that there is some evidence that busi-
nesses were favouring non-Bermudians, does this 
result in any kind of investigation or enforcement ac-
tion? Is this conduct permissible? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: I do not think favouring non-
Bermudians is an infringement on immigration law. I 
believe that if they are discriminating against Bermu-
dians and it has been demonstrated that there is a 
level of discrimination, that does lead to enforcement. 
And where those [situations] have been investigated, 
we do proceed with enforcement from an immigration 
standpoint. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, MP Pearman. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, the question originally 
posed was about the data that your Ministry is gather-
ing. And you were asked a question by MP Cannonier 
as a supplementary about finding out what businesses 
may have benefited from COVID-19, if any. You said 

you did not know how to gather those data. What data 
is the Ministry gathering? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, as an answer to 
my first question, which specifically talked about the 
data that we utilise to form the basis of our decision to 
close categories, I clearly explained and highlighted 
what data we used. We used data from the Depart-
ment of Statistics; we used data from the Department 
of Financial Assistance; and we used work permit da-
ta from the Department of Information. And so a com-
bination of those data allowed us to make an informed 
decision as to which categories we should move into 
the closed category area. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary, yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 You have identified three categories of data 
that you gather, which were being gathered before 
COVID-19. Were there any specific lines of inquiry of 
data-gathering as a result of COVID-19? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, these data were 
gathered after the COVID-19 pandemic had started. 
And so we collected the data before we initiated the 
strategy in November 2020. And so this would have 
been data collected during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and not prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member have a supplemen-
tary? 
 No further supplementaries. That brings us to 
a close of the written question period this morning. We 
will now move on to the questions from Statements 
given this morning. And it appears every Statement 
has questions this morning. 
 The first. Deputy Premier, you have a ques-
tion this morning from the Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question now? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
QUESTION 1: REGISTRY GENERAL ANNUAL RE-

PORT 2020 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Minister spoke of mari-
time marriages, and he provided the accompanying 
statistics on maritime marriages on Bermuda-
registered ships. Conversely, can the Minister provide 
details on procedures for maritime deaths on Bermu-
da-registered ships? What procedures are followed? 
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The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: My report is about a report of 
the number of deaths, the actual Registry Report. The 
procedure is a totally different type of matter, and I did 
not refer to procedures in my Statement. 
 Bearing that in mind, I am happy to get advice 
from the Registrar General and pass on information 
and undertake to the Opposition Leader, if he can ad-
vise on the procedures related to maritime deaths. 
 As the Member would note, due to the closing 
down of the shipping industry, cruise ship industry, 
there was very little activity related to ships. But I will 
check to see if there is any information on the proce-
dures of how maritime deaths are handled. Because I 
did not refer to maritime deaths in my Statement, spe-
cifically. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I understand, and I accept 
the Minister’s undertaking. But we have Bermuda-
registered ships which are not cruise ships—cargo 
ships and other bulk carriers, et cetera—that are reg-
istered in Bermuda. And so there may be deaths on 
those vessels in international waters. And as those 
ships are registered in Bermuda, I would have thought 
that the maritime deaths would have been recorded. 
So, my follow-up question is, Does the Minister have 
any details on the number of deaths on Bermuda[-
registered] ships, whether they are cruise ships or 
otherwise? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: As I answered . . . I mean, I 
think part of my same answer is [applicable] to this in 
that there was no reference to maritime deaths in my 
report.  

But I think the Honourable Member would 
know, Mr. Speaker, that the Bermuda Shipping & Mar-
itime Authority handle the other classes of ships and 
details around what happens on ships that are regis-
tered in Bermuda. So perhaps the Minister of 
Transport can get that information from the Bermuda 
Shipping & Maritime Authority. But I will undertake to 
see if the Registrar General has information on those 
matters. But okay, Bermuda-registered ships and the 
details around most of those ships and what happens 
is something that the Bermuda Shipping & Maritime 
Authority would actually have available. But I will get 
clarification. 

 And I have been advised by the Registrar 
General that that is correct, that the information that 
Honourable Member is asking about will be with the 
Bermuda Shipping & Maritime Authority. But I will en-
deavour to see what I can extract for the benefit of the 
Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 If the information is with the Bermuda Ship-
ping & Maritime Authority (I accept that), then should 
not there be an obligation for them to register infor-
mation with the Registrar General? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am sorry. Can the Honoura-
ble Member repeat the question? There was a lot of 
reverberation in the background and I could not hear it 
very clearly, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Basically, he was saying that if the in-
formation is gathered by the other department, is it a 
requirement for that department to register with the 
Registrar General? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: That is correct. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I have been 
advised by the Registrar it is our department. There 
were no deaths at all within the period that I am re-
porting on on Bermuda-registered ships. 
 But what I will do, because the Honourable 
Member did ask another question, is to get infor-
mation from the Registrar on the process around 
deaths on the Bermuda[-registered] ships. I will do 
that. But there were no deaths on any Bermudian 
ships. In fact, it is a rarity to have deaths on Bermuda-
registered ships. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. I have no fur-
ther questions. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. 
 The Opposition Leader is the only Member 
who had questions for you, Deputy. 
 The next Statement this morning by Minister 
Burch, and, Minister Burch, you have a question from 
MP Richardson. 
 MP Richardson, would you like to put your 
question? 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON WANTLEY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  In the Honourable Minister’s Statement he 
said that the Wantley property was purchased by the 
Bermuda Housing Corporation in March of 2008 with 



Official Hansard Report 18 June 2021 1591 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

a view to developing the site. Would the Honourable 
Minister know how much was spent to acquire that 
property in 2008? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I saw the figure, but I 
do not recall what it is. I can find out before we are 
finished [with] this morning’s Question Period. 
 
The Speaker: MP, the Minister said he does not have 
the number readily available; he will endeavour to get 
it before this session today on questions is even fin-
ished. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I thank you, Mr. Speaker and 
the Honourable Minister. I would also have two follow-
up supplementary questions to that which may be with 
the information the Minister has. So if I could put 
those two, and then if he can apply that as well. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Without your knowing the an-
swer, do you have supplementaries? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Well, because it is . . . okay, 
yes. Yes, it is multi-layered, to be fair, Mr. Speaker. 
But we can move on because I do have a second 
question on this Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Do your second question then. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister said 
that— 
 
The Speaker: Just note that your camera is not on. 
We need to have your camera on. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Oh. It seems to be on. I 
apologise. Is that working any better? 
 
The Speaker: In fact, you may have a problem be-
cause we have got a yellow triangle coming up. So I 
do not know what that means. But continue talking, 
[and just get it resolved]. 
 

QUESTION 2: UPDATE ON WANTLEY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The Bermuda National Trust wanted the build-
ing donated to them. Given that the value of the build-
ing to the community is now evident, will the Bermuda 
Housing Corporation undertake any actions on a go-
ing-forward basis to prevent the loss of these kinds of 
buildings, these kinds of community-prized buildings 
currently in its care? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: The funding for hous-
ing in this country for the last decade, so the entire 
time the OBA was in power, has been restricted. I 
personally think, and as a Minister I think that it is un-
reasonable for all of the people who are in favour of 
saving historical buildings to expect that the govern-
ment or the taxpayers are going to come up with the 
funding for it. I think that we also have a policy where 
we will look at balancing this between the funding that 
we have and the number of buildings that we have. 
And clearly, the number of buildings outweighs the 
funding that we have. And I think it is quite unreason-
able for any entity, quite frankly, to expect that build-
ings should be retained and restored at the taxpayers’ 
expense. I think that is quite unreasonable. 
 I would think that the people who are interest-
ed in maintaining these buildings do not just come 
with a suggestion that they be retained, but make 
some effort to provide some funding so that they can 
carry on and do that. We will look and continue to look 
at the buildings that are in our remit, not just within the 
Housing Corporation, but within the Ministry proper, 
and make decisions based on the funding that is 
available. I think colleagues will recall that in this 
year’s budget we had zero funding for maintaining 
residential units in the country to provide housing for 
people who are here today. We are still working 
through that exercise, and I hope to shortly announce 
some effort where we have been successful in secur-
ing funding to be able to work on providing housing for 
Bermudians. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Honourable Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Would the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House how inter-
ested parties who do want to save buildings that are 
currently in the care of either the government or the 
Bermuda Housing Corporation . . . who do they ap-
proach? Is there a way that they are supposed to do 
that? I am just mindful that someone did apparently 
approach the Government; the Bermuda National 
Trust approached the Government to take care of the 
building. And that did not work out. So how can that 
work out in the future? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Go ahead. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: The Bermuda National 
Trust I believe has a policy of asking for properties for 
free. That is not realistic or reasonable.  

But what we have experienced is people writ-
ing to the Ministry when they see a vacant and derelict 
property (not necessarily historic, but the same rules 
apply) indicating a proposal to renovate it and to have 
some consideration from the Government to allow for 
a rent-free period so that they can get back their in-
vestment. That is a far more practical approach. And 
the Government will be very receptive to those types 
of approaches that are improving an asset that the 
Government has without our having to come up with 
the funds. 
 There are a number of those that are currently 
in place, Teucer House on Cedar Avenue being one 
where a proposal and a lease has been signed on 
that. And there will shortly be a public announcement 
by the proprietors of that. And there are a number of 
residential units that are vacant and derelict that we 
have been approaching and had it flowing the other 
way from various contractors who have staff and re-
sources, and they will work. But they have the fund-
ing, and so we have been working with them to bring 
them back online. That is a benefit and a multiple lay-
er of funds—one, the Government gets an asset that 
is now no longer deteriorating, but also generating 
some revenue and in many instances providing hous-
ing for folks. So, it is helping us greatly as a Govern-
ment in a time when there are limited funds to main-
tain or provide for new housing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP, you have a second supplementary or a 
new question? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: No supplementary, no new 
question. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank the Hon-
ourable Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, there were no other Members who 
indicated that they had questions for you on this.  
 We will move on to the next Statement by the 
Minister of Labour. 
 Minister Hayward, you have a question from 
MP Richardson. 
 MP Richardson, would you like to put your 
question? 
 

QUESTION 1: PHASE 2 TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVES 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 The Honourable Minister in his Statement said 
that there are 13 new training, career development 
and employment programmes that have been suc-
cessfully delivered as it relates to the re-employment 
strategy. Would the Honourable Minister please in-
form this Honourable House how many of those 13 
programmes existed prior to the re-employment strat-
egy? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, none of those 
programmes existed prior to the re-employment strat-
egy. They were all a part of the re-employment strate-
gy, and that is why the word within the Statement says 
“new.” 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: None at this time. Thank you 
for that [answer]. I have a new question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Do your second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: PHASE 2 TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVES 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Given that 650 persons 
have participated in various programmes—that is, 
face to face, on the job, online, virtual learning, webi-
nars, internships, apprenticeships and training pro-
grammes—we have 70 individuals who have received 
part-time or full-time employment as a direct result of 
those initiatives. That gives a success rate of about 
10 per cent. Is there any plan to improve upon those 
programmes? Is the 10 per cent what the Ministry is 
seeking to achieve? Is that success? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I think that the 
Honourable Member is measuring success wrong in 
this regard. If we have 650 people who are better pre-
pared and qualified for job opportunities when they 
present themselves [for employment], this is certainly 
success from the Government’s lens. The Member 
has to appreciate that we are currently in a contracting 
job market, which means it will be extremely difficult to 
place persons within jobs as we see a shrinkage of 
jobs in our economy rather than an expansion of jobs. 
But the aim of the Department of Workforce Develop-
ment is to better prepare persons for opportunities. 
And if these achieve that in terms of better prepared 
persons for opportunities that exist, we measure that 
as a success. 
 If those individuals go on to find full-time em-
ployment or part-time employment as a direct result of 
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the training that has been provided, then it is great. 
But I do not think that we look and say, That’s only 
10 per cent of the individuals who received part-time 
or full-time training; as a result, we have a low suc-
cess rate. I would say that those individuals who have 
been through that training are very much appreciative 
of the training they have received and are better pre-
pared to take advantage of opportunities when they 
do exist. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Do you have a supplementary? Supplemen-
tary, MP Richardson? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I thank the Honourable Min-
ister for his response. 
 Given that their participation is how we are 
determining whether or not this has worked out . . . 
Mr. Speaker, I would defer my question for a later writ-
ten Parliamentary Question. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Do you have a third question? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I do not, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Minister Hayward, that brings a close to 
Members who have indicated that they had questions 
for you. 
 We now move on to the next Statement. The 
next Statement is for the Minister of Education in ref-
erence to the University of West Indies. 
 MP Famous. MP Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: We can hear you. Put your question. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Can you see me, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Not yet. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Okay. I am having chal-
lenges with my bandwidth here. 
 
The Speaker: That is what happens when you are 
down in the East. 
 
[Laughter]  
 

The Speaker: Go ahead, my friend. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Well, the thing is, Mr. 
Speaker, I wore an outfit today that matches your tie. 
 
The Speaker: No wonder your camera is not working. 
Now I know that explains it all. See? If your tie was 
red-and-blue, it would work, see? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: All right . . . I don’t— 
 
The Speaker: Put your question, my friend. 
 
QUESTION 1: UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 

INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Okay. All right. 
 Mr. Speaker, to the Honourable Minister of 
Education: In a price-conscious environment, Bermu-
dians would like to know what is the tuition or cost of 
students going to the University of West Indies? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: The Open Campus that we 
are having the fair for next week, the average total 
cost for a bachelor’s degree is around $10,000. The 
average cost for a master’s degree ranges between 
$7,900 and $10,000, and the average cost for a doc-
torate degree is $19,000. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Are those costs per se-
mester or for the entire course? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Those costs are for the 
entire course. And that would be in US dollars. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: So could you reiterate? 
Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: What do you mean “reiterate”? Do you 
want to now ask a second supplementary? You can 
ask a second supplementary. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I will move on to the next 
question. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
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QUESTION 2: UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 
INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, as a member 
of the Board of the Bermuda College, we often en-
courage our students to stay in Bermuda and get their 
first set of degrees here in Bermuda. The question 
that then comes back is, Are their credits transferable 
to the overseas school? So what I am asking the Min-
ister is, Are credits from the Bermuda College trans-
ferable to the University of West Indies? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that ques-
tion, Member. The Bermuda College and the Universi-
ty of West Indies are currently in negotiations to pro-
duce an MOU and articulation agreement. The Ber-
muda College portion of that is completed, and it is 
now resting with the [University of] West Indies to 
complete their part. As soon as they do, we anticipate 
that all suitable courses taken at the Bermuda College 
will be able to be transferred directly into the Open 
Campus curriculum, and you will be able to start that 
much further ahead if you do enrol. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Further question, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: A new question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. Question three. 
 
QUESTION 3: UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 

INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, as we heard 
from Minister Hayward, often Bermudians are over-
looked for employment in which they are suitably qual-
ified. So sometimes that yardstick is that, Oh, the 
school you went to isn’t accredited, blah-blah-blah. 
So, what I would like to ask the Minister is, Are UWI 
courses comparable to other courses around the 
world? Are they up to scratch? That is what the Ber-
muda public wants to know. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that ques-
tion, MP Famous. Not only are they up to scratch; 
they exceed most universities in the world. As I said 
within the Statement, the University of West Indies is 
currently ranked in the top 4 per cent of universities 
worldwide. They are the number-one university in the 
South American region as well. It is a university that, 
as persons may or may not know, started as an ex-
tension of the University of London, and it has now 
gone on [their] own right to become a powerful force 
of post-secondary education in the world, with I be-

lieve it is around 42 campuses within 17 countries 
around the world as well. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Would the Honourable 
Minister be able to provide proof, as in alumni, proof 
to show and prove to Bermudians that the University 
of West Indies alumni have produced some top schol-
ars? Proof is in the pudding, so . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Well, the proof is in the 
pudding. The university . . . I do not have that infor-
mation right with me, but the University of West Indies 
has produced notable, notable persons especially 
within the Caribbean region. We are talking about poli-
ticians, doctors, lawyers, accountants, prime minis-
ters, and the like. So their record is above reproach. 
And anyone who is willing to go and take a look at 
them will be able to see from the documentation on 
their website the types of things that they have done 
over the years. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Final supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Would the Honourable 
Minister know that in our midst we have two medical 
doctors who are graduates of the University of West 
Indies? One is Dr. Roger Wong, and the other one is 
Dr. Osseyran. Would the Minister know that? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, I would know that. As 
a matter of fact, Dr. Osseyran is one of the former 
Bermudian students who took advantage of the rela-
tionship that we have with the University of West In-
dies. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: All right. That is it. Thank 
you very much, Minister. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, there is no other Member who 
has indicated they have questions for you on that 
Statement. So we will move on to your second State-
ment. MP Jackson has indicated she has questions 
for you on your second Statement. 
 MP Jackson would you like to put your ques-
tions at this point? 
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QUESTION 1: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
SUMMER LEARNING PROGRAMMES 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. Just a quick question. I am just wondering if the 
Minister might be able to tell us how many lost school 
days there were last year? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Actually, at this point I am 
unable to give the exact figure. We can estimate. At 
the end of semester one, we started the break half-a-
week early. And we started the beginning of term two 
a week late. And then we started the beginning of 
term three . . . we ended it three-and-a-half days early 
and started it a week late. So when you add that up, 
you are probably looking at around 20-odd days. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No supplementary on that, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Second question? 
 

QUESTION 2: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
SUMMER LEARNING PROGRAMMES 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, yes, I do. Thank you. 
 I am just curious. With the very robust online 
programming for the summer, I am just wondering 
what has been done to provide additional Wi-Fi ac-
cess for students who do not have access to the In-
ternet in some areas that may have been identified 
where there are children and there is not enough In-
ternet access?  

So what, if anything, is the Ministry of Educa-
tion doing to identify any gaps where students are not 
able to get online for the summer programmes? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Within the Statement it did speak about there 
may be opportunities for in-person, meaning actually 
at-school, learning opportunities. Obviously, we will 
provide Internet access there. But also in all of our 
libraries there is complimentary Internet access for 
anyone who does show up, so that is another option 
for our students to use as well. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: No supplementary questions? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No further questions. That 
was [all of them] 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, that brings to a close your questions. 
 Minister Ming, we have two Members who 
have indicated they have questions for you today. The 
first is the Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
questions to the Minister? 
 

QUESTION 1: GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION 
TEAM UPDATE 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to commend the Gang 
Violence Reduction Team for their services. My ques-
tion is this: Can the Minister confirm what procedures 
are in place for the Gang Violence Reduction Team 
and the CCR Unit to share intelligence if there is ne-
farious activity or illegal activity involved during their 
deliberations with people? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, did you hear all of that, or do 
you need it repeated? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I did not get the last part. I just 
heard— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. You faded out a bit there, Opposi-
tion Leader. Could you just repeat it? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: What procedures are in 
place for the Gang Violence Reduction Team and the 
CCR Unit to share intelligence in regard to nefarious 
activities and illegal activities, with the Bermuda Police 
Service? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Member, good morning. 
 The Gang Violence Reduction Team is cur-
rently part of IGET (Inter-Agency Gang Enforcement 
Team), and that would be the only information that is 
discussed. I am sure you can understand that in some 
cases it would be of a confidential matter. So they are 
part of IGET, and that is the only other interaction with 
the Bermuda Police Service. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: What is IGET? What is 
IGET? 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I am sorry. Are you asking what 
does IGET stand for, or what is the actual committee? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: What does IGET stand for? 
Because I do not know what it is. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Inter-Agency Gang Enforcement 
[Team]. 
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Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. So that is the only 
source of sharing information with the Bermuda Police 
Service, is what you are saying? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Those were your two supplementaries. 
Do you have a second question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Second question, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION 
TEAM UPDATE 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am just expanding on 
what she just said. So if there are illegal activities and 
they have intelligence of illegal activities, they are not 
bound to report it directly to Bermuda Police Service? 
Is that correct? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: That would be correct. And what 
would happen normally in that situation, Opposition 
Leader, is that the Gang Violence Reduction Team 
would collaborate on what would be the best way for-
ward in that situation. I am sure you can imagine that 
there are several sensitivities around certain things. 
And having a more structured approach that would 
have a strategy behind it is what needs to happen be-
cause there would have to be [safety protocols] that 
need to be considered as well. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. I have no fur-
ther questions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No supplementaries from anyone else? 
 Good. That brings us to a close of the ques-
tion-and-answer period for this morning. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I had questions 
for the Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes! I am sorry. I did indicate there 
were two Members who had questions for you. I am 
sorry. 
 Minister Ming, the second Member who had 
questions for you today is MP Richards [sic]. 
 MP Richards [sic], put your question. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 And it is Richardson. 
 
The Speaker: Richardson; I am sorry. 
 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: I am from a very proud St. 
David’s family who would not tolerate that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. 
 
[Laughter]  
 

QUESTION 1: GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION 
TEAM UPDATE 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: The Honourable Minister in 
her Statement said that the Gang Violence Reduction 
Team has proven to be quite effective. My question 
relates to that statement. Is the policy or intention of 
this team to reduce the participation in gangs alto-
gether? 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Or is it to take us down to no 
gangs whatsoever, no gang participation? In a brief 
statement, could you clarify that by, [telling us] what 
are they doing so well? 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, try and get your 
microphone off. If you would get it off, it would be of 
great assistance. Thank you. 
 Minister, did you hear his question clearly? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: I believe he asked, What was the 
purpose of the Gang Violence Reduction Team? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Minister. My point was, 
is it to reduce participation in gangs to zero? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Okay. Well, actually in the second 
paragraph of the Statement, it says the team “has 
been charged with the strategic development of pre-
vention and intervention programmes that target our 
at-risk population.” But in addition to that, it would be 
to show our young people that there is an alternative 
to a gang lifestyle. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: No, Mr. Speaker. Second 
question? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. You can give your second ques-
tion. 
 

QUESTION 2: GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION 
TEAM UPDATE 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. 
 The Honourable Minister in her Statement 
said that the Gang Violence Reduction Team has a 
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Coordinated Crisis Response Unit. What is the differ-
ence between the Gang Violence Reduction Team 
and the Coordinated Crisis Response Unit, especially 
as it relates to membership and cost? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: The Coordinated Crisis Response 
Unit has three volunteers and three Gang Violence 
Reduction Team staff members. The team also has a 
relationship with the community churches and the 
Bermuda Police Service. And if they need to, they can 
set up a hub in a community after any large incident. 
 
The Speaker: Further question, supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Where do the volunteers 
originate? Are they known? Do we know who they 
are? Are we able to say who they are? 
 
The Speaker: Is the question, How do you get volun-
teers? Or do you want to name volunteers? Because I 
do not know if it would be necessary to always put 
volunteers out for something sensitive like this. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Fair enough. Then I would 
amend the question to say, How does someone vol-
unteer to join the Coordinated Crisis Response Unit? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: They can reach right out to the 
Ministry and to the Gang Violence Coordinator direct-
ly. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: And no supplementary. Third 
question, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Third question. Go ahead, yes. 
 

QUESTION 3: GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION 
TEAM UPDATE 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: The Honourable Minister in 
her Statement announced the trainees, some 13 
trainees who were moving into employment or post-
secondary education. Are all of these trainees no 
longer members of criminal gangs? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, that would be infor-
mation that I would be unable to answer. The role of 
the programme is to provide mentorship and to con-
tinue to show our young people that there is an alter-
native to a gang lifestyle. So what we would hope to 
achieve in that is they choose not to be involved in 
gangs. But if you are asking me to confirm that, I 
would be unable to confirm that. 

Mr. Jarion Richardson: Okay. Thank you, Honoura-
ble Minister and Mr. Speaker. No further questions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
 We are finished with about four minutes left 
on the clock I think it is. 
 So we now move on to the next item on the 
Order Paper.  
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: Would any Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, I will try and catch the first voice 
that I heard through that time. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: The Whip? Oh, the Whip. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Simmons, you lead off your 
team as the Whip this morning. You have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. I 
rise in this Honourable House and ask that condo-
lences be sent to, or that I be associated with [condo-
lences to] four families who have lost loved ones re-
cently: the family of Mr. Calix Stuart Mallory Darrell; 
the family of Mr. Gary Linsfield DeShield; and the fam-
ily of Mr. Robin David Windsor Joell. And in my con-
stituency, Mr. Speaker, I ask that condolences be sent 
to the family and of course to the Port Royal Golf 
Course family from this Honourable House on the 
passing of Mr. Cal DeRosa. I am sure [with] all of 
these, and more specifically Mr. DeRosa, that you, Mr. 
Speaker, the Honourable Zane De Silva, the Honour-
able Neville Tyrrell and the Hon. Lt. Col. David Burch 
will wish to be associated. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Please associate me as well. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Yes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Mr. Speaker, Cal was a staple at 
the Port Royal Golf Course and in the constituen-
cy 32, Southampton West at large. He and all men-
tioned will be very much missed. 
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 Just to pivot quickly, Mr. Speaker, I ask that 
congratulations be sent to Mr. Larry Simmons on be-
ing awarded the new Hero of the Year Award for the 
Kiwanis Club of St. George’s for saving the life of a 
friend who was trapped in a submerged car at a road 
traffic incident. Mr. Simmons is, coincidentally, my 
nephew. And his act of heroism is greatly appreciated 
by the entire Bermuda community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Whip. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan, [I do not see you on] video 
today, but you are with us, so you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 In the strong spirit of blue-and-blue, those 
who want to retain our Cup by the official means, let 
me associate myself with the condolences— 
 
The Speaker: Now, Mr. Swan, you may have just lost 
your three minutes, you know. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Go ahead and do your condolences or 
congratulations. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, let me as-
sociate myself very solemnly with the condolences 
offered to my colleague and friend, Cal DeRosa. As 
Chairman of Bermuda Government Golf Courses, I 
offer my heartfelt condolences to the DeRosa family. 
Cal DeRosa’s family is the homestead of the house 
where my mother was born in Whale Bay. And our 
families, the Hall and the DeRosa families, the Ander-
son families go back many, many, many, many gen-
erations, Mr. Speaker. And Cal did his work with great 
passion and would make no bones about telling any-
one if they were misusing the course, no matter where 
their standing was in life. And he will be sorely 
missed, and may he rest in peace. 
 Mr. Speaker, my constituent, Ms. Glenda 
Smith, a cousin of mine from the Phillips family on the 
Swan and Ratteray connections has passed away, 
from Suffering Lane. And I offer condolences on be-
half of myself and my family. My daughter Zindzi, the 
councilwoman from St. George’s, was very sad to 
learn this news last Saturday and pass it on to me, Mr. 
Speaker, very sad to learn of her passing. 
 I wish to be associated with the condolences 
to Calix Darrell’s family, the family of the late Calix 
Darrell, whom I have known exactly for 50 years, Mr. 
Speaker, because I knew him through golf. His family 
has a long association with golf up here in Sunnyside 
Park and the Riddle’s Bay communities, and condo-

lences certainly to his sister, Glenda, and all of those 
associated with that family of a rich heritage from 
Southampton. May he rest in peace, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It gives me great pleasure to send congratula-
tory remarks to Cathy Duffy. Cathy Duffy received the 
Fred Reiss Lifetime Achievement Award for her con-
tributions to Bermuda’s captive industry. Mr. Speaker, 
as you may or may not know, Ms. Duffy is American 
International Group’s country manager here in Ber-
muda. She was the first Bermudian woman to gain her 
CPCU [Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter] des-
ignation, which is an international underwriting insur-
ance designation. She has been a trailblazer and a 
champion for diversity and inclusion. She is Co-Chair 
of Women of the World, and she was a Fellow of the 
International Women’s Forum [for 2018/19]. She in-
deed is a trailblazer in any definition of trailblazers 
globally. She stands Bermuda proud. She has not 
strayed from her roots. And she is a role model to all 
women in this country. So I congratulate Ms. Duffy for 
her international and local achievements and as a 
bright role model for Bermuda. 
 I would like to also send condolences to the 
family of Marjorie Duxbury, a constituent of mine who 
passed away recently in her 90th year, she was a love-
ly lady. And I spoke to her on Election Day. She came 
out to vote. And she was very committed to Smith’s 
Parish. 
 I would like to also send congratulatory re-
marks to the Queen’s Birthday Honours [List], in par-
ticular Allan Trew, who worked in the hotel industry for 
40 years. He was a veteran. I went to school with him 
in Canada. I have known him for many years. He had 
a career in Canada, and in Bermuda for the Hamilton 
Princess in Southampton. 
 I would like to also send congratulatory re-
marks to Laurie Shiell, who was Executive Director of 
the Centre Against Abuse and supports [women af-
fected by] violence.  
 And lastly, I would like to send congratulatory 
remarks to Jon Beard, who has taught in Bermuda for 
40 years. He was Chairman of Bermuda Island 
Games Association, was a member of the Football 
Association and Executive, and a coach for many 
youth teams. He also served as President of the Ber-
muda Athletic Association and a Chairman the Ber-
muda Council for Drug-Free Sport. 
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 So again, I would like to send congratulatory 
remarks to those Queen’s Birthday Honours— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Your three minutes are done, sir. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Would any other Member? 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Lister, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning to the listening audience. 
 I would like to start off by sending congratula-
tory remarks to a constituent of mine, Ms. Amelia Wil-
liams, who yesterday celebrated her 90th birthday. Her 
family celebrated by having a drive-through birthday 
celebration for her. For that I just want to send con-
gratulations to her to be 90 years young, Mr. Speaker. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send con-
gratulations to the P6 class of Purvis [Primary], who 
held their leaving ceremony yesterday. To all of the 
P6 students, I wish them well as they enjoy the sum-
mer and then head into middle school in the next 
school year. 
 Switching gears, Mr. Speaker, this week we 
have seen the release of a number of awards, the 
Best of Bermuda Awards. But before I get to them, I 
want to send congratulations or recognise a cousin of 
mine, young Mr. Justin Cann, who won the Raleigh 
Bermuda’s Volunteer of the Year Award. I am showing 
that without having to be paid for something you can 
volunteer your time and efforts and be recognised for 
it. 
 Back to the Best of Bermuda Awards, Mr. 
Speaker. I just want to congratulate all recipients of 
awards in the different categories, but I did want to 
highlight a few of those recipients, starting with Mr. 
Marcus George, who is better known as DJ Chubb, 
winning for the best morning show. I also just want to 
recognise him because he is also a member of the 
Bermuda Road Safety Council. On his morning show 
each morning, whether I am doing an interview or not, 
he is constantly promoting and pushing the message 
of road safety out there. So congratulations to DJ 
Chubb! 
 Also, I would like to recognise Ms. Jaylen Si-
mons who won an award. And last, but not least, Ms. 
Joleesa Holdipp, who won the award in the category 
of best clothes store for young people. Her store is 
named Klassiq Kidz. I recognise her because she is 
actually my neighbour, and I have known her all my 
life. And even seeing where she has come from to 
where she is today. Many years ago, I remember as a 

teenager going next door to her house and buying 
clothes that she and her mother were selling. So to 
see them progress from way back 20 years ago to 
where they are now, that is a story of what persever-
ance and sticking to your dreams can achieve. So I 
want to send congratulations to all of those whom I 
named and all of the other recipients. 
 
The Speaker: MP, thank you for your remarks. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Education, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I do not normally do birth-
days, I would like for the House to send a hearty con-
gratulations to Dr. Bert McPhee, who will turn 95 to-
morrow. Dr. McPhee has been someone I have 
known as a brother for almost 20 years and someone 
I have learned quite a bit about, and someone whom I 
can call for advice. If you see him today, you would 
never think that this man is turning 95 years old. 
 Mr. Speaker, he came to Bermuda during a 
time when Black doctors were not in fashion, and he 
is responsible for quite a few birth [deliveries] at that 
time when Blacks were being denied to be seen by 
white doctors. So it is not uncommon that when I am 
speaking to Dr. McPhee on the street, he will com-
ment on people passing by, saying, Hey, I remember 
when they were born. I remember when they were 
born. He was that type of doctor. He is very persona-
ble; he is very experienced. 
 Dr. McPhee is a member of my fraternity, Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, initiated March 
30, 1946, some 65 years ago. The fraternal stories 
that you can hear from Dr. McPhee are legendary, his 
favourite being the time describing his attendance at 
the fraternity’s 50th anniversary in 1946 where our 
dear brother, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was the key-
note speaker. On this Heroes Day weekend, I ask the 
House to send hearty congratulations to this hero of 
sorts, Dr. McPhee, on the occasion of his 95th birth-
day. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to also send 
congratulations to the winners of the Father of the 
Year Essay Competition. It is a competition that I 
started once when I became Minister, to highlight fa-
thers in our children’s lives at our public schools. This 
year’s Overall Winners are Amariah Kirkos from Har-
rington Sound Primary, and Tarryn Matthie from the 
St. George’s Prep. The Eastern Zone Winners are 
Nala Outerbridge and Erynn Paynter. The Central 
Zone Winners are Jaaziah Astwood and Ann Bolyn 
(Summer) Maye. And the Western Zone Winners are 
Dunstan DeSa and Shale Nisbett. All from East End 
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Primary, Harrington Sound Primary, St. George’s 
Prep, West Pembroke, Purvis and Dalton E. Tucker. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons-Wade, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes. Good afternoon, 
everyone. 
 I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press— 
 
The Speaker: Just to remind you to hit your camera 
button if you can. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Oh, sorry.  
 I would like to take this opportunity to extend 
my condolences to the family of Staurt Lottimore. Mr. 
Lottimore was actually my handyman. He was at my 
house not even hours before he passed. He had his 
issues in life, but I will say in regard to doing the work 
for me and many people whom I referred him to, he 
was an excellent painter. He was a great refinisher of 
cedar. And all around my house I can see the various 
things that he has done for the last four or five years. 
So on behalf of my family, I extend my condolences to 
his family. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other MP wish to make a contribu-
tion at this time? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Leader, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to, unfortunately, bring a message 
of condolence to this House, one in particular to the 
family and friends of Mr. Reuben McCoy, who recently 
passed away. Mr. McCoy was one of those veteran 
Bermudian musicians, particularly in the area of ca-
lypso. He was— 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I would like to be associated. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. And I would with honour 
associate the Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, as Mr. 
McCoy was his constituent before he became mine. 
 Obviously, Mr. McCoy was a constituent, but I 
know for a fact and have known for quite some time 
he is one of Bermuda’s great calypsonians. A son of 

North Village area and the Friswell’s Hill area. He 
passed away quietly very, very recently. So I would 
like to ensure that not only is his musical contribution 
recognised, but that his family is recognised and that 
a message of condolence is noted for them as well. 
And Bermuda’s veteran musician community has lost 
one of their great veterans. 
 I would like to also be associated with the 
congratulatory remarks to the Queen’s Birthday Hon-
ours winners, but most particularly two, Dr. Clarence 
Maxwell, who is one of our Bermudian intellectual gi-
ants who was recognised; and also Ms. Laurie Shiell, 
who is a former college friend of mine and obviously 
making her mark in the area of care of those who 
have unfortunately suffered abuse in our community, 
and championing their cause. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
birthday remarks to Dr. McPhee. The Honourable 
Member who sits in constituency 13 has eloquently 
stated Dr. McPhee’s contribution to Bermuda. Though 
he is of Bahamian origin, he is Bermudian through 
and through with his contribution and his heart. 
 And I would also like to send a congratulatory 
remark, Mr. Speaker, to one of my constituents, Ms. 
Ava Outerbridge, who this month celebrated her 101st 
birthday. And so I would like to ensure that the record 
notes all of those persons for the condolences and for 
the celebratory remarks that have been given. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
associate myself with the comments in regard to Mr. 
Bert McPhee, please. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Opposition Leader. We have not-
ed that. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Adams. You have your three 
minutes. Go right ahead. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will just be quick and would like 
to be associated again with those remarks to Dr. 
McPhee. Dr. McPhee, as the Minister of Education 
said, is a brother of mine as well, a true gentleman, 
intelligent, poised, always has a smile on his face, 
always a pleasure to be around, always has a story to 
tell and never took a backwards step. Mr. Speaker, 
when Dr. McPhee speaks, he has a way of captivating 
a room. You see, I love to hear some of his first-hand 
stories of his days in the Civil Rights movement or his 
advice on the keys to a long and healthy life, or per-
haps the vision he has and hope for the younger gen-
eration. And so, 95 years old tomorrow and still keep-
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ing well. So I would like to wish him a very, very happy 
birthday.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would 
like to say a few words. 
 
The Speaker: MP Jackson, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I too would like to be associated with the 
birthday greetings for Dr. Bert McPhee. He is also my 
godfather, and it has been wonderful to know that I 
have had family support around for my entire life. And 
the fact that he has reached 95 is just wonderful com-
fort to know that his longevity continues to be there as 
a support for the community, as well as myself. 
 I would also like to associate with the birthday 
greetings to Dr. McPhee from the Opposition Leader, 
his constituent in the Opposition Leader’s area. So 
there are also good, happy wishes going out from the 
Opposition Leader as well. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Richardson, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just wanted to congratulate the team at In 
Motion School of Dance, led by Lizz Pimentel, for put-
ting on a recital and show under very difficult circum-
stances. I did not realise just how much work goes 
into that, and I wanted to congratulate her, her team 
and the parents, who contributed countless hours be-
hind the scenes to ensure that these dancers, boys 
and girls, are exploring the world, learning of things 
and committing to developing a skill that will guide 
them well through life. So I was just incredibly im-
pressed by her and her team, and all of the parents 
and volunteers. Congratulations to all of the perform-
ers as well. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: It sounds like the Deputy Speaker. 
 Deputy, you have the floor, sir. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the congratulatory remarks on Dr. McPhee. I 
would venture to say that Dr. McPhee is probably one 
of the best-looking 95-year-old persons in the world. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Also, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to associate myself with the remarks on 
Reuben McCoy. I can recall Reuben McCoy in the 
hotel, coming down doing cocktail parties, social par-
ties and the like. A one-man-show. But he really enter-
tained the crowd. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send out 
condolences to the family of Albert Nisbett, who just 
passed, I think it was on Wednesday. And I am sure 
he will be sorely missed by his life partner, Cynthia 
Woods, and family.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, sounds like MP Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Make your contribution. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I would like to associate 
myself with the remarks with Ms. Duffy, Dr. Maxwell 
and Ms. Laurie Shiell-Smith. But what others failed to 
mention is that all of those persons are Berkeleyites. 
Mr. Speaker, I also would like to wish [happy] National 
Heroes Day to all of the young people who have been 
on the front lines administering vaccines and taking 
COVID-19 tests, because they are surely the ones 
who are out to put our economy back in order. And 
often they get forgotten. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was asked by somebody from 
Somerset to tell the people of America thank you for 
finally acknowledging Juneteenth, which celebrates 
the emancipation of slaves in America. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, on another note I 
would like to thank my club, the St. George’s Cricket 
Club, for staying to the wicket for Cup Match 2021.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to make 
a contribution at this time? 
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An Hon. Member: Hear, hear, Famous! 
 
The Speaker: Any Member wish to make a contribu-
tion? 
 There are none of us. 
 As we move on from here, let me just add my 
remarks to the condolences that were expressed the 
Joell family. Mr. Robin Joell was a long-standing 
member of the Sandys community for many years 
before he was moved out to, I believe, Paget. 
 And to the family of Mr. Reuben McCoy. He 
was actually someone I considered a friend, and I was 
always uplifted by chats that we had, and of course 
entertained by his musical talents that I think will—I 
know that will be sorely missed in our community. 
 With that said, we now move on to the next 
item on the Order Paper today. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: I believe we have three Bills to be in-
troduced today. The first is in the name of the Deputy 
Premier. 
 Minister, would you like to introduce your Bill? 
 

FIRST READING 
 

DEBT COLLECTION AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: Debt Collec-
tion Amendment Act 2021.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The second Bill this morning to be tabled is 
that for the Minister of Education. 
 Minister, would you like to table your matter? 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes. Is my sound okay, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Sounds fine. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

EDUCATION AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I am introduc-
ing the following Bill for its first reading so that it may 
be placed on the Order Paper for the next day of 
meeting: the Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 And the final Bill to be introduced this morning 
is from the Minister of Transport. 
 Minister of Transport. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

BERMUDA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next day of meeting: Bermuda Civil Aviation 
Authority Amendment Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 That now moves us on. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no Opposition Bills. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no Private Members’ Bills. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are no notices of motions. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: The first Order of today is in the name 
of the Minister of Finance. It is the second reading of 
the National Pension Scheme (Occupational Pen-
sions) Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, Minister. 
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill entitled the National Pension Scheme (Occu-
pational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 be now read 
the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (OCCUPATIONAL 

PENSIONS) AMENDMENT ACT 2021  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment wishes this Honourable House to now give con-
sideration to the Bill entitled National Pension Scheme 
(Occupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021. Mr. 
Speaker, Honourable Members will be aware that the 
National Pension Scheme (Occupational Pensions) 
Act 1998 provides for the establishment, administra-
tion and regulation of private occupational pension 
plans for workers in Bermuda. The Act became fully 
operational on the 1st of January 2000, and regula-
tions were introduced in 1999 to provide for such mat-
ters as registration of plans, plans for self-employed 
persons and pension fund investments. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
that in 2020 Government made two amendments to 
the Act in an immediate response to the negative im-
pact that the COVID-19 pandemic had on our country. 
Firstly, in order to help struggling workers and busi-
nesses, the Government made amendments to allow 
for the suspension of contributions to pension plans 
for a year. Secondly, in a move to further assist peo-
ple with financial challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Government made an amend-
ment that allowed people to withdraw up to $12,000 
from their private pension plans. 
 Mr. Speaker, both of the aforementioned ac-
tions were taken by the Government after balancing 
the degree of financial hardship experienced by many 
people as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic versus 
the impact of their not contributing towards their pen-
sions for 12 months and then reducing the size of their 
pension by making early withdrawals. Given the dev-
astating impact that the COVID-19 pandemic had on 
people’s economic and social well-being, and the high 
degree of risk that people would fall into extreme pov-
erty, Government made the decision to amend the Act 
and provide our people with access to financial relief. 
 Mr. Speaker, as at the 14th of May 2021, the 
Pension Commission reported the following statistics 
for the temporary pension withdrawals of up to 
$12,000: 

• There was a total of 19,885 pension with-
drawal applications submitted to pension ad-
ministrators.  

• A total of 16,713 applications were approved. 
• The total value of approvals was approximate-

ly $126.9 million. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is clear to see that the demand 
for the temporary withdrawal is significant and that the 
Government made the correct decision to step in and 
help people through these most unprecedented chal-
lenges that threatened people’s livelihoods. 
 Mr. Speaker, since March of 2020 the Gov-
ernment has taken swift and decisive action to limit 
the spread of the virus. As a result of this, coupled 
with strong support and compliance by the general 
public, the impact of this virus on the health of Bermu-
da’s residents in 2020 was not as severe as that ex-
perienced in many other jurisdictions. 
 However, largely as the result of a few in-
stances of noncompliance with the rules, in March of 
2021 the Government had to impose significant re-
strictions on persons and businesses in Bermuda to 
protect the health of its residents. While the Govern-
ment has recently been able to lift many of the re-
strictions and businesses have been able to reopen, 
the negative economic effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic are still being felt throughout the Island. This 
was reinforced by the fact that during this year the 
Government continued to make payments in the 
Temporary Unemployment Benefit Programme. 
 Mr. Speaker, in order to further assist those 
who are finding it difficult to make ends meet, the 
Government is looking to expand the scope of finan-
cial hardship withdrawals to include a further one-time 
withdrawal of up to $6,000 during a specified period. It 
is intended that the following limitations will be estab-
lished: 

1. Withdrawals will only pertain to vested contri-
butions up to $6,000. 

2. The programme will only pertain to defined 
contribution plans registered under the Na-
tional Pension Scheme (Occupational Pen-
sions) Act 1999. Eligibility cannot be extended 
to members of defined benefit or annuity 
plans due to the nature of such plans. 

3. Applications can only be made from the 1st of 
July 2021 through the 30th of June 2022. 

 Mr. Speaker, as Honourable Members are 
aware, the purpose of a pension plan is to accumulate 
pension contributions and for them to be locked in to 
be available as a source of revenue during retirement. 
The rationale behind this is to prevent plan members 
from using their pension funds as an easy-to-access 
source of income for purchasing consumer goods and 
services. The intention is for workers to regularly save 
a portion of their income during their working life so 
that they can have an income in their later life when 
they want to work less or retire. 
 Mr. Speaker, while this Act allows the tempo-
rary withdrawals to be made available to persons, it is 
intended for those who are either unemployed or un-
deremployed and in great need of income. I must 
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strongly advise people not to utilise temporary with-
drawal unless there is a real need for such funding. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to emphasise that 
no pension plan, no matter how well designed, can 
make up for a shortfall in contributions. To provide 
maximum benefit in the future, the total funding going 
into the pension plan needs to be adequate. People 
need to be aware that if they decide to tap their pen-
sion savings now, they risk that their total contribu-
tions may not be sufficient to fund their retirement lat-
er in life. In essence, money that has taken years to 
accumulate, if withdrawn early, could take years to 
replace. 
 Mr. Speaker, while each person’s financial 
need and individual circumstances differ, as they 
weigh the pros and cons of taking advantage of a 
temporary withdrawal, it is critical that they review all 
other available options. This could include using 
emergency savings or taking a personal loan before 
moving forward with an early withdrawal even in the 
most challenging financial circumstances. Despite the 
immediate cash an early withdrawal provides, a per-
son’s financial health may be negatively affected in 
the long term. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill that we have in front of 
us is intended to allow plan members who are in an 
exceptional, dire financial situation and have no other 
alternatives to gain access to their private sector pen-
sion funds. For those who are not in need, I would like 
to say the following: The journey to retirement re-
quires patience, discipline and the need to contribute 
to a retirement plan on a regular basis. If you take 
funds out of your retirement plan early, you lessen the 
prospect of reaching your income goal in retirement 
and increase the prospect of becoming a burden on 
either your family or the government. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is another example of the 
Government’s commitment to supporting the people of 
Bermuda in this challenging time. But we encourage 
the people of Bermuda to consider it carefully and 
then, if necessary, use it wisely and well. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 It is now 2 minutes to 12:30. It is 12:28. I am 
going to suggest that we pause for lunch now. And 
when we return, the Opposition spokesperson can 
lead off at two o’clock. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: None, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Deputy Premier, would you like to lead us into 
our break? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do ad-
journ for lunch until the hour of 2:00 pm this afternoon. 

The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. The House stands adjourned 
until 2:00 pm. Thank you, Members. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:28 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (OCCUPATIONAL 

PENSIONS) AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
The Speaker: Members, it is now 2:00 pm and we 
can resume the debate that was in process before we 
broke for lunch, which was the second reading of the 
National Pension Scheme (Occupational Pensions) 
Amendment Act 2021 in the name of the Minister of 
Finance. 
 For the listening audience, the Minister of Fi-
nance had made his presentation to introduce the Bill 
and the Opposition Leader will lead off the response 
at this time. 
 Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will begin by also thanking the Minister of 
Finance for his thorough brief and his overview. Gen-
erally, the Opposition supports this financial hardship 
legislation. In essence, we are talking about the peo-
ple’s money, and if they are in financial difficulties, we 
agree that they should be able to access these funds, 
with reservations. But at the end of the day, as the 
Minister said (in my words) we are borrowing from 
their future from an economic point of view. In es-
sence, when you withdraw the $6,000 you not only 
lose the $6,000, but you also lose any potential earn-
ings that are derived over the period in which the 
funds would have been locked up and, as a conse-
quence, your benefits will be reduced accordingly. 
 I will not be too long, just a couple of ques-
tions. And my question is this: When it comes to pro-
cessing these applications for the $6,000 lump pay-
ment, will they be automatic or will the service provid-
er have discretion in regard to the payments? And will 
they assess the payments based on hardship, unem-
ployment or underemployment, or is it just an entitle-
ment? 
 I am asking that because I know in the last 
tranche when they had the $12,000 distribution, a 
number of people took money out to invest and, in 
essence, they did not even meet the hardship criteria. 
They just saw an opportunity to have some of their 
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pensions unlocked and they invested it in other in-
struments in the market or used it to do renovations to 
homes, et cetera. So, I wonder if that applies at this 
point in time as well. 
 The other question that I have is when it 
comes to . . . can the funds be returned if they are 
working and they want to, in essence, make an auto-
matic contribution to make up for the funds that were 
withdrawn? Will they be able to do so and do so with-
out any penalty at all? 
 In essence, Mr. Speaker (as I said, I was not 
going to be long), we support the Minister’s position 
and we support this legislation. It is unfortunate that 
we have to get to this point. As was said, everyone is 
struggling through COVID-19. The economy has not 
recovered as yet, and we are just beginning to see 
positive economic shoots for our economy given that 
we are about to slowly re-energise our economy. 
 So, those brief remarks, Mr. Speaker, are my 
comments in regard to this piece of legislation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Adams, go right ahead. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: I just want to make sure you hear 
me. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, we hear and see you. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: All right, perfect. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to add that the Gov-
ernment recognises these are difficult times for many 
Bermudians. Whether it is at their job or in their home, 
many people are constantly asked to do more with 
less and, quite frankly, it is exhausting. 
 Every day I hear from hard-working, law-
abiding, taxpaying Bermudians who have done noth-
ing wrong, who have done everything asked of them, 
yet find themselves struggling to make ends meet. 
And then there is the Government, Mr. Speaker, with 
the unenviable task of governing during a once-in-a-
lifetime pandemic with no blueprint, against a deadly 
virus that is constantly changing, with limited re-
sources at a time when our people need us the most. 
There are no easy answers, Mr. Speaker. But I am 
proud to say there is a plan, an Economic Recovery 
Plan. 

Mr. Speaker, we discussed the plan at great 
length last session. And, as you will recall, one of the 

key takeaways was that it aims to get us back to a 
balanced budget and a stable economy within three 
years. Mr. Speaker, the reason this is relevant is be-
cause while we are focused on our roadmap to recov-
ery, it is not lost on us that some families cannot wait 
that long because they have got obligations to meet 
today. So, once again, as a Government, we stepped 
up. 

Mr. Speaker, we stepped up and worked 
around the clock for three days straight last year to 
establish an unemployment benefit programme as 
quickly as we possibly could to provide assistance for 
our people. We stepped up and ensured that former 
Southampton Princess employees received their just 
compensation in a timely manner when their former 
employers did not [step up]. We provided funding 
through the BEDC to provide small and medium-sized 
businesses assistance in their time of need. Last year 
we made it possible for individuals to access a portion 
of their private pension to meet their current expens-
es. 

Mr. Speaker, we stepped up and introduced 
an Economic Investment Certificate and digital no-
mads to help increase the local population and pro-
mote foreign investment into our economy. Had we 
not done this, the impact of COVID-19 could have 
been much worse. We stepped up and helped usher 
in a recently announced BELCO [rate cut] for all cus-
tomer groups. We introduced an economic stimulus 
plan where companies awarded government contracts 
had to hire unemployed Bermudians for up to six 
months. 

I can go on, Mr. Speaker, but here we are, 
once again, answering the call. 

Mr. Speaker, I am supportive of this further 
withdrawal initiative of up to $6,000 as I empathise 
with those in need of immediate financial relief. And 
so this Government continues to put measures in 
place to help the country and its people, as we pre-
pare to move beyond the pandemic. 

But I must add, Mr. Speaker, that I also rec-
ognise that this is not an ideal situation and, therefore, 
I must echo the Minister and express caution. I urge 
persons to use these funds on an emergency basis. 
And if they must access the funds, I encourage them 
to do so responsibly. I have seen this dance before.  

Mr. Speaker, in my years at the bank I can 
remember many times a client constantly calling sev-
eral times a day eager to get the loan proceeds only 
to have that same client avoid picking up [his phone] 
after things went financially wrong. I have seen how 
what feels like a win today can quickly turn into years 
of financial burden. And so, again, I urge people to 
use these funds responsibly. 

Mr. Speaker, it must also be emphasised that 
this is a one-time withdrawal. Therefore, if an individ-
ual decides to withdraw $4,000 and then something 
comes up months later, they will not be able to with-
draw the remaining $2,000. There was a misunder-



1606 18 June 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

standing with several people last time, so it is im-
portant we clarify that this is a one-time withdrawal. 

Mr. Speaker, also, as the Minister mentioned, 
this initiative is for those without a private defined con-
tribution plan and, therefore, those in a defined benefit 
or annuity plan are ineligible. This is simply because 
of the way the plan was negotiated, agreed upon, and 
effectively set up. It is not the Government simply de-
ciding to let some individuals have access to funds 
and others not. Those in a defined benefit plan can, 
however, apply for financial hardship through the 
Pension Commission, which allows for a withdrawal to 
assist with medical expenses, rent or mortgage delin-
quencies, educational expenses, and funeral-related 
expenses as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I will end by assuring the public 
that this Government will continue to do all we can to 
serve the people of Bermuda, continue to plan for to-
morrow while managing the challenges of today, and 
we will continue to work together to seek opportunities 
that will assist the people of Bermuda during these 
unprecedented times. 

Thank you. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes? 
 MP Jackson, I believe. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, it is, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just wanted to know whether we could have 
a reminder that Members should be speaking from 
verbatim, you know, from their hearts, and not from 
written notes. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Well, let me just clarify that. 
 Nothing is wrong with using notes, but they 
should not be reading from speeches. So, if they have 
notes, folks can refer to their notes. But they should 
not be reading speeches. If it is a written speech, that 
should not be accepted. 
 So, that is just a reminder to all Members, that 
the only time— 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Did you see my notes? 
 
The Speaker: The only time the stuff is read directly 
is Ministers giving statements, Ministers giving 
presentations of a matter related to a Bill, all right? 
 Does any other Member wish to speak to the 
Bill before us this afternoon? 
 Any other Member? 
 None, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to thank both the Opposition Leader and MP Adams 
for their contributions. 

 Addressing the questions posed by the Oppo-
sition Leader, the processing of applications will not 
be automatic. The individual would need to make an 
application to their fund plan administrator and the 
administrator would process the request accordingly. 
No assessments will be made as to whether or not a 
person has a legitimate need or not. There is a certain 
degree of honour being assumed in this process. 
 I would also say that the idea here is to pro-
vide for a simple process that allows people to get the 
relief that they seek in as expeditious a time as possi-
ble. And so, introducing an element of subjectivity to 
the evaluation of applications, in my view, would cer-
tainly slow down the processing of applications. I do 
have to believe that I have used fairly strong language 
in my brief and the fact that the Opposition Leader 
was broadly in support of my words I think indicates to 
people that the Government and the Opposition are of 
a similar view with respect to the intent behind this 
opportunity to take money from their funds and people 
should consider it very, very carefully. 
 There was a question asked about whether or 
not folks can make up contributions. That option is 
always available to persons. Under the current con-
struct, folks can make . . . [they] have to make manda-
tory contributions (assuming ordinary operating cir-
cumstances), and also have available to them the op-
portunity to make a supplemental or voluntary contri-
bution, whether it is every pay cycle or less frequently 
than that.  

Inasmuch as there are people who decide for 
reasons of hardship to avail themselves to this addi-
tional hardship withdrawal, I would strongly encourage 
them that when they are back on their financial feet, 
that they give strong consideration to making contribu-
tions to their plans. Those amounts, should they be 
voluntary, would fall into the voluntary pool and those 
monies may be available to them in the future should 
they have another urgent need. The voluntary pool 
monies are always available to persons. 
 With that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill be 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 2:14 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (OCCUPATIONAL 

PENSIONS) AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
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The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole House for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the National Pension Scheme 
(Occupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister Dickinson, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move clauses 1 and 2. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Clause 1 is self-
explanatory. 

Clause 2 amends section 24(9) of the Nation-
al Pension Scheme (Occupational Pensions) Act 1998 
by inserting a new paragraph (d) to provide a one-time 
withdrawal of up to $6,000 by a member or former 
member of a defined contribution pension plan or a 
local retirement product who has not attained the 
normal retirement age, whether or not that member 
received a refund under section 24(9)(c). 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any further speakers? 
 Mr. Cole Hedley Simons, Opposition Leader, 
you have the floor. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Chairman: We cannot hear you, Mr. Simons, 
please put your microphone on. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: My question to the Minister 
is in regard to [clause] 2: If an applicant has not en-
joyed the first tranche, i.e., the first $12,000, are they 
able to apply for both options now? So, can they apply 
for $18,000 if they had not applied for the first 
$12,000? So, the $18,000 would be $12,000 from the 
first tranche and $6,000 from now. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: This amendment has a 
maximum withdrawal of $6,000. So, the answer is no. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. That is all I have.  
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, MP Pearman. 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Member Pearman, con-
tinue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. I just have one ques-
tion for the Honourable Minister. 

Honourable Minister, during the debate you 
indicated that this was really a (and I am at clause 2, 
[new section 24(9)](d) for the lump sum of $6,000) 

during the debate you indicated this was really intend-
ed for unemployed or underemployed, if I heard you 
correctly. Was it considered applying that restriction to 
these applicants or was there a reason why we did not 
apply that restriction? 

That is my question.  
 Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, it would be 
. . . the number of persons who are potentially seeking 
to use the benefit, it is our view that it is primarily un-
employed and underemployed persons. However, I 
would not be surprised if there are other persons, by 
virtue of the impact that COVID-19 has had on the 
economy more broadly speaking, may be employed, 
but who, because of difficulties incurred over the 
course of the last year and a bit found themselves 
having fallen behind in some of their commitments 
and need to access their funds in order to bring them-
selves more current. 

So, again, we chose not to decide to put a 
definition of hardship in the legislation because it be-
comes administratively burdensome for the adminis-
trators who are not charging for this (in the first in-
stance) and it also introduces a potential delay for the 
recipients who were having a hard time in getting their 
money. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister, 
for that very clear answer. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman, no further ques-
tions. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister, do you want to move the clauses? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
clauses 1 and 2 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 and 
2 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 and 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 It is approved. 
 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/b967db5754425b135a8c890efffaad66.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/b967db5754425b135a8c890efffaad66.pdf
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as print-
ed. 
 Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Motion carried: The National Pension Scheme (Oc-
cupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 was con-
sidered by a Committee of the whole House and 
passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 2:20 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (OCCUPATIONAL 

PENSIONS) AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Members, are there any objections to the Bill 
[entitled] the National Pension Scheme (Occupational 
Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 being reported to the 
House as printed? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Thank you. So, that matter is done. 
 We move on to the next matter, but Members, 
I am going to seek your indulgence. On the Order Pa-
per the next item is the Economic Substance Amend-
ment Act 2021. But if you look at [Order] No. 3 it is the 
National Pension Scheme (Refund) (Temporary) 
Regulations 2021, which really relates to the item we 
just finished. Am I correct on that, Minister? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: That is correct, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Right. And I would want to ask that we 
have your indulgence to let this matter be done now 
being that we have just completed the main portion of 
it.  
 So, Members, with you indulgence, can we 
have the Minister go and do [Order] No. 3 now and 
then we will come back to [Order] No. 2? 
 Are there any objections? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No objection. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, will you do [Order] No. 3 now and we 
will come back to [Order] No. 2 after? 
 So, Members, we are now going to do the 
consideration of the National Pension Scheme (Re-

fund) (Temporary) Regulations 2021 in the name of 
the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that consideration be 
given to the Draft Regulations entitled the National 
Pension Scheme (Refund) (Temporary) Regulations 
2021 proposed to be made by the Minister of Finance 
in exercise of the power conferred by sections 
24(9)(d) and 69(2) of the National Pension Scheme 
(Occupational Pensions) Act 1998. 
 
The Speaker: Members, are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

DRAFT REGULATIONS 
 

NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (REFUND) 
(TEMPORARY) REGULATIONS 2021 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, having pro-
vided a comprehensive brief on the substantive legis-
lation, I am not planning on saying much more than to 
say that these Regulations apply to the legislation that 
was just passed by the House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Not on my side, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Opposition Leader. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the said draft Regulations be approved and that a 
suitable message be sent to Her Excellency the Gov-
ernor. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 No objections. 
 The said notice will be sent to the Governor. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Motion carried: The Draft Regulations entitled Na-
tional Pension Scheme (Refund) (Temporary) Regula-
tions 2021 were considered by the whole House and 
approved.] 
 
The Speaker: That brings that matter to a close. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I ask that the 
Order Papers that were sent out in advance of the 
legislation reflect the gender of the new Governor, 
please. 
 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/5398fe26d9ffdc857d611f2f020066c4.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/5398fe26d9ffdc857d611f2f020066c4.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/5398fe26d9ffdc857d611f2f020066c4.pdf
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The Speaker: Yes, okay. No problem. 
 Members, we will now move back to [Order] 
No. 2, which is the Economic Substance Amendment 
Act 2021 in the name of the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Economic Substance Amendment Act 2021 be now 
read a second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the Bill now 
before the House is the Economic Substance 
Amendment Act 2021. 
 This Bill amends the Economic Substance Act 
2018 in order that Bermuda’s economic substance 
legislative framework continues to meet the evolving 
requirements of the European Union’s [EU] Code of 
Conduct Group (Business Taxation). 
 Mr. Speaker, following the approval of Ber-
muda’s Economic Substance legislative framework 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD), and the Forum on Harmful Tax 
Practices (FHTP), and by the EU Code of Conduct 
Group, Bermuda successfully completed the fully 
equipped monetary mechanism review by the FHTP. 
As required, Registrar of Companies has continually 
engaged with both organisations in relation to the con-
tinued appropriateness and effectiveness of Bermu-
da’s economic substance regime. 
 Mr. Speaker, during that ongoing assessment 
of Bermuda’s economic substance regime, as well as 
the equivalent economic substance regimes in other 
comparable jurisdictions, including among the Crown 
Dependencies and other Overseas Territories, the EU 
Code of Conduct Group has determined that the 
scope of the economic substance regime must be ex-
panded to include all forms of partnerships and not 
just those partnerships that have elected to have sep-
arate legal personality. 
 Mr. Speaker, in line with the Government’s 
ongoing commitment to meeting high standards in 
compliance with international requirements, and to 
ensuring that Bermuda is not added to the EU List of 
Non-Cooperative Jurisdictions for Tax Purposes (the 
so-called “blacklist”), the Registrar’s team and the At-
torney General’s Chambers have developed the spe-
cific legislative amendments to the Economic Sub-

stance Act 2018 to address this requirement by the 
EU. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendments to the Econom-
ic Substance Act [2018] set out in the Bill before the 
House today seek to address this EU requirement to 
bring all partnerships into scope and to ensure that 
the Registrar of Companies [ROC] has the necessary 
investigative and enforcement powers to ensure com-
pliance with the economic substance requirement by 
all entities in scope of such requirements. 
 Mr. Speaker, these amendments have been 
developed by the Registrar’s team and the Attorney 
General’s Chambers in close consultation with both 
the EU and the OECD. It should be noted that there 
has been ongoing dialogue with relevant bodies on 
the proposed legislation. Following the initial tabling of 
the Bill, Bermuda was required to make further 
changes to the proposed legislation to clarify the 
range of partnerships in scope. Therefore, further 
amendments to the Bill will be moved on the floor. 
Both the EU and the OECD have completed their pre-
liminary assessment of the amendments and have 
now indicated that they have no concerns. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendments proposed by 
this Bill are in line with EU and OECD stated princi-
ples. And with those brief comments, I invite other 
Honourable Members to participate. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, as you know, I 
work in international business, and I know that this 
Economic Substance [Amendment Act 2021] is just 
another by-product of the EU and the OECD’s crack-
down on offshore financial centres. I accept that. And 
if we as [an] international jurisdiction want to play in 
their space, that is the compromise. I take the view 
that we have to take [these steps] so that we can do 
business in the EU as well. 
 Mr. Speaker, I recognise that this is a difficult 
one and we in the Opposition and our international 
business partners ABIR and ABIC are watching close-
ly and are doing work that needs to be done to ensure 
that our reputation as a jurisdiction is not compro-
mised. 
 So, we support these changes, but we have a 
few questions that I would like to have addressed, and 
I think the questions can be addressed in Committee. 
My questions arise around the partnerships which 
have no legal entity. We know that the definition of a 
local entity has been expanded to include, basically, 
partnerships that have been approved by the Regis-
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trar of Companies and the Bermuda Monetary Au-
thority [BMA] in regard to approved legal entities, and 
then there are those partnerships that do not and 
have not applied to have a legal entity status. So, I 
would like for the Minister to provide more examples 
of the latter, i.e., those partnerships that do not have 
legal entity status and how he envisions their reporting 
in those situations, how will that take place in regard 
to non-incorporated (for a better word) partnerships 
that are not legal entities. 
 And with those few remarks, I just have those 
questions but I understand it is something that we 
must do to preserve our position in the international 
insurance market and international financial service 
industry. I am aware that the industry has this on their 
agenda and has been working diligently to get Ber-
muda across the economic substance line so that we 
are out of the crosshairs—in this instance, of the EU 
and its Code of Conduct Committee. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Cannonier. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to congratulate the Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, can you turn your cam-
era on for us? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: The camera is on. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, oh, okay, you are down there, 
okay, okay. Your name is up higher on the other one 
as well. 
 Okay, go ahead. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: My apologies. 
 Yes, I wanted to just say to the Minister con-
gratulations. I know that this space is not an easy 
space for the Minister. Having had challenges in the 
past in my dealings myself in my former capacities, it 
is good to hear the news that has been presented to-
day. 
 You know, this is a space where, quite frankly, 
the goal post, as we have said, continues to move and 
how we have identified the unfairness towards juris-
dictions like Bermuda. But again, I just want to con-

gratulate the efforts that the Minister has put forward 
in getting us to this point. 
 It would be good to hear a little more from 
him, Mr. Speaker, about his general feeling as he has 
been negotiating, writing letters and the likes, in 
speaking with the EU, the OECD—his general feeling 
as we go forward. Not to say that he can forecast the 
future, per se, but if he foresees any other challenges 
that might be coming our way so that, of course, we 
can collectively work together to ensure his success at 
this time. 
 So, again, congratulations and it would be 
good to hear, as I said, a little more about what he 
sees coming down the chute. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Cannonier. 
 Does any other Member— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker. MP Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Opposition Leader and MP Cannonier 
have spoken, I just want to add two very quick points. 
 Firstly, let me also offer my commendation 
and congratulations to the Minister of Finance. I know 
that when he has to represent Bermuda abroad that 
he does so for all of us. And when these matters are 
dealt with competently and smoothly, it is always a 
good thing. 
 Secondly, just as to the Bill itself, my under-
standing of what this is doing, Honourable Minister, is 
that it is clarifying the range of partnerships that are 
now in scope for the purposes of economic sub-
stance. And that clarification is a broadening of the 
partnerships that are now in scope. That question 
dovetails with the question already put by the Opposi-
tion Leader as to the examples of partnerships that 
will now be in scope that were not previously. 
 But my question more specifically is: Does the 
Minister understand this to be a broadening rather 
than a narrowing? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you, Honourable Minister and con-
gratulations again for [bringing] this up.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Thank you, MP Pearman. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 None other. 
 Minister. 
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to thank my colleagues for their 
contributions. I was not sure if the Opposition Leader 
wanted me to address his question in Committee, but 
I am prepared to do so now and will let him know that 
the e-filing system that we have in the Registrar of 
Companies, which is the method by which economic 
substance filings are filed, will be modified to allow 
partnerships without a separate legal identity to file. 
So, the system will be changed or updated to allow for 
the necessary filings to be made appropriately on our 
system. 
 MP Cannonier asked a question about How’s 
it going?, I guess, is probably the summary version of 
it. I will say that the frameworks are live documents, 
so to speak, and they continue to evolve.  

And in answering MP Pearman’s question at 
the same time, I have seen very few instances in my 
31 months in doing this job where anybody—whether 
it has been the EU or the OECD or anyone else—has 
actually ever sought to narrow the scope. It has al-
ways been in one direction, and that has been to 
broaden the scope of the oversight and the requests 
that they make of us to ensure that there is compli-
ance to the regimes that they each have put into 
place. 
 With that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill be 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 2:35 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole House for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Economic Substance 
Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister Dickinson, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move 
clauses 1 and 2. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman. 
 The Economic Substance Amendment Act 
2021 amends the Economic Substance Act 2018 by 

expanding the definition of “partnership” to include all 
forms of partnership in Bermuda and not just those 
partnerships that elect to have a separate legal per-
sonality, while also ensuring that purely local partner-
ships are not subject to the economic substance re-
quirements. This will ensure that all such partnerships, 
other than purely local partnerships, as well as com-
panies and LLCs that carry on a relevant activity in 
Bermuda will be in scope of the Act. 
 Mr. Chairman, I now move clauses 1 and 2. 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Clause 1 is the standard 
citation clause. 

Clause 2 amends section 2 of the Act by 
amending the definition of “partnership” to include all 
types of partnerships, including those partnerships 
that have not elected or cannot elect to have separate 
legal personality. It also amends the definition of “local 
entity” to include local partnerships and inserts a defi-
nition of “local partnership” in each case to provide 
that the economic substance requirements will not 
apply to those partnerships that are carrying on busi-
ness only in Bermuda, which are not registered as 
exempted partnerships and which are not part of an 
NME group. 

 
AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 2 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I also will 
need to amend clause 2 as follows: 

Clause 2 will be amended by repealing and 
replacing paragraph (a) as follows: 

“(a) by repealing and replacing the definition 
of ‘partnership’ as follows— 

“‘Partnership’ means— 
“(a) a partnership to which the Partnership Act 

1902 applies; 
“(b) a limited partnership; 
“(c) an exempted partnership; 
“(d) an exempted limited partnership; or 
“(e) an overseas partnership; 

“but shall not include a local partnership;”. 
 
The Chairman: Okay, let us deal with the amendment 
first as this is required. 
 Any comments for the amendment, against 
the amendment? 
 Any unreadiness with the amendment? 
 Any objections to the amendment being— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I would like to make a 
comment. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: For exempt partnerships 
. . . and I am just putting an example because I am 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/b1661177c21f85528cd97ac3c94f677b.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/b1661177c21f85528cd97ac3c94f677b.pdf
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trying to get clarity in my own mind. If I am an expatri-
ate CFA and my colleague is a CFA and CPA, and we 
say, Let’s just form a casual partnership and do a 
business, and we are not a legal entity and we will do 
a business both in Bermuda and overseas as a loose 
partnership based on our professional experience as 
qualified CFAs and CPAs with 40 years’ experience, 
how will this be managed as an unincorporated (I am 
using my words) partnership under this Act? And how 
will the filings take place for those two individuals? 
 
The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: I am advised, Mr. Chair-
man, that they would not be an exempted partner-
ship— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: —they would be an ex-
empted partnership—and the partnership where there 
is more than one . . . I am sorry, an exempted part-
nership is a partnership where there is more than one 
non-Bermudian. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Ah! And as to filing, how 
would that work? Because they are not a legal entity. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: They would need to make 
an application under the Exempted Partnerships Act 
[1992] to form the partnership. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: To form the partnership. 
And after the partnership is formed . . . oh, you are 
saying . . . so they must form a legal entity? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: The general requirement 
is that they have to register . . . they must register the 
partnership— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: —as an exempted part-
nership. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So, can you give me an 
example, then, for the partnerships that do not have to 
be registered which will fall under this umbrella? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: That would include local 
partnerships that are only doing business in Bermuda 
and are not part of an NME group. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 And in those situations, who will make . . . 
because they are local they do not have to do the fil-
ing, correct? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Correct. 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. That is it. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers to this amend-
ment? 
 Any objections to the amendment being ap-
proved? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: None at all. 
 
The Chairman: The amendment has been approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Amendment to clause 2 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I have the 
further amendment to [insert] clause 2A. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Chairman: You may continue. 
 

INSERTION OF NEW CLAUSE 2A 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Okay. After clause 2, in-
sert the following: 
 “Consequential amendment of Registrar of 
Companies (Compliance Measures) Act 2017 

“2A The Registrar of Companies (Compliance 
Measures) Act 2017 is amended in the Schedule 
by inserting after the last entry the following—
‘Partnership to which Partnership Act of 1902 ap-
plies.’” 

  That is the amendment, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Any speakers to this amendment in 
2A? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No objection. 
 
The Chairman: There is no objection. 
 Any objections to approving the amendment? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The amendment has been approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 2 passed as amended.] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: So, Mr. Chairman, pro-
cess-wise, do I go ahead and move the clauses 
again? 
 
The Chairman: Well, you do not have to, those two 
amendments . . . the other amendment has been ap-
proved. But you can move clause 1 to be approved 
and you have got to do [clauses] 3 and 4. Clause 2 is 
already approved. 
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
clause 1 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clause 1 be 
approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clause 1 is approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 1 passed.] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, just for clar-
ification, clause 2 and clause 2A, by virtue of them 
being amended in the amendments, are they fine? Or 
do I need to move— 
 
The Chairman: Well, they are both approved. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Okay. I will go on to claus-
es 3 and 4, Mr. Chairman, with your indulgence. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, clause 3 
provides for transitional matters. 
 And clause 4 provides for commencement. 
 
The Chairman: Any comments on clauses 3 and 4? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No problem. 
 Just a question. “‘Partnership’ means a part-
nership that has not elected to have special legal per-
sonality in accordance with section 4A of the Partner-
ship Act 1902.” Given that the Minister of Finance has 
indicated that local partnerships are the only partner-
ships that are not allowed to have legal personality, 
why do we have this here, this definition? It is just like 
. . . it contradicts in my mind, unless I need further 
clarity, the issues raised in 2A because, at the end of 
the day, “have separate legal personality” applies to 
all foreign partnerships, overseas partnerships, ex-
empt partnerships and not local partnerships. 
 
The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I am con-
sulting with the technical officers, is that all right? 
 
The Chairman: Okay. Yes, sir. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I believe 
there perhaps may be a bit of confusion on the part of 
the Opposition Leader. I am advised that most general 
partnerships are local and the decision to have a part-
nership without a legal personality is an election that 
is taken. 
 
The Chairman: Any further comments? 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Just for clarity . . . so gen-
eral partnerships are allowed to have . . . local general 
partnerships can have legal entity, local general part-
nerships can opt not to have legal entity, am I correct? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Well, general partnerships 
are local. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. But can the general 
partnership elect to have legal entity in Bermuda, if it 
is a local one? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: It can, but that is an elec-
tion that has to be made by the partnership. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay, that is fine. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Any further comments, Members? 
 There appear to be none, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
clauses 3 and 4 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 3 and 
4 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 3 and 4 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 3 and 4 passed.] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. The preamble is 
approved. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the Bill be reported to the House as amended. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as amended. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as 
amended. 
 
[Motion carried: The Economic Substance Amend-
ment Act 2021 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed with amendments.] 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 2:47 pm 
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[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. 
 Thank you, Deputy. 
 Honourable Members, are there any objec-
tions to the Economic Substance Amendment Act 
2021 being reported to the House as amended? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: There are none. Good. Thank you. 
 That brings that matter to a close. 
 We now move on to the next item on the Or-
der Paper, which is the second reading of the Public 
Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 in the name of 
the Minister of Health. 
 Minister. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Minister of Health? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I am trying to turn on my video. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. Let me 
just grab the order, forgive me. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill 
entitled the Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 
2021 be now read the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, the Public Health 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 provides for a revision 
of aspects of the fixed penalty regime for the en-
forcement of COVID-19 preventive measures. This will 
enhance the enforcement provisions to ensure the 
safety of our residents, in particular, the most vulnera-
ble. 

 The purpose of this legislation, Mr. Speaker, 
is to provide further for the creation of a ticketing re-
gime for breaches of the Public Health and Quaran-
tine legislation that relate to COVID-19 in order to 
more efficiently enforce penalties for activities that 
present a material risk to the public. The regime fol-
lows the legislative regime for traffic tickets found in 
the Traffic Offences (Penalties) Act 197[6] where the 
hearing of any defence to an alleged breach will be in 
the courts. The aim is to relieve pressure on the 
courts in the enforcement of a select number of of-
fences. 
 Mr. Speaker, you may recall that amendments 
introducing fixed penalty regimes for Public Health 
and Quarantine legislation were passed in March of 
this year. However, upon further development it was 
determined that further changes were needed for op-
erational purposes. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we are all aware, the COVID-
19 pandemic continues to rage globally and locally. 
While the country is increasingly close to achieving 
community protection through vaccinations (or herd 
immunity in technical public health terms) there still 
remains, Mr. Speaker, a continued need for protective 
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and to 
protect lives. Despite COVID-19 fatigue in the popula-
tion and an increasingly vocal minority who feels dis-
enfranchised by these unfortunately essential public 
health measures, compliance with public health and 
traveller rules continues to be high. However, when 
breaches occur, enforcement continues to be difficult 
because of the prolonged process required to prose-
cute offenders through the courts. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment remains fo-
cused on the enforcement of COVID-19 breaches that 
are considered to be material breaches. The types of 
COVID-19 breaches that occur can be categorised in 
three types: serious breaches that immediately en-
danger public health and safety; material breaches 
that present high risk of COVID-19 transmission; [and] 
minor breaches that introduce risk of COVID-19 
spread. 
 Mr. Speaker, serious breaches such as know-
ingly exposing others to a communicable disease, will 
be prosecuted through the courts as required by the 
relevant legislation. Minor breaches, such as not 
wearing a mask in a designated place, can be ad-
dressed with a simple reminder by any member of the 
public, [Bermuda] Regiment [officer] or police officer. 
And material breaches fall between the other two in 
nature and risk. Such breaches include, for example, 
withholding contact tracing information from a health 
officer or participating in or hosting a gathering above 
the number legally allowed. 
 Mr. Speaker, the material breaches are the 
type of offences to which a fixed penalty is intended to 
be attached. This Honourable House has already 
supported the Government in the view that such 
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breaches can be better enforced with a fixed penalty 
or ticketing regime by trained officers. 
 What this amendment does is restrict that 
power to issue the ticket to a police [officer] or [Ber-
muda] Regiment officer and to make some additional 
consequential changes to the Bill, such as: 

• It provides for a police officer to issue a public 
health penalty ticket where a person commits 
an offence and it removes this power from 
public health officers. And this enables fixed 
penalties to be in effect sooner through the 
police powers and trained officers. 

• It provides for public health penalty tickets to 
apply to the various offences under the Public 
Health and Quarantine Emergency Powers 
Regulations. 

• It increases the ticketing penalty from $1,500 
to $3,000 for offences of refusing to answer 
questions as required by a police officer. This 
is to cover instances where an individual may 
refuse to identify themselves so that the fixed 
penalty can be issued to the proper person. 

• And it provides for the Minister to prescribe 
the content of a public health penalty ticket in 
regulations. The form of the public health 
penalty ticket will be published by the Bermu-
da Police Service on their website. This is so 
that the current fixed penalty tickets used by 
the police can be used for the purposes of 
public health penalty tickets. 
Mr. Speaker, more importantly, the Bill en-

sures that persons who pay the penalty within 28 days 
do not receive a criminal conviction and it also pro-
vides for persons to contest a ticket in court where 
they believe they are innocent. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Health consulted 
with the Bermuda Police Service and the Director of 
Public Prosecutions as well as the Magistrate’s Court 
and with the Attorney General’s Chambers in the de-
velopment of the policy for a ticketing regime for the 
enforcement of COVID-19 enforcement measures. I 
am grateful for the assistance of all of those. 

Mr. Speaker, when we do go into Committee, 
I will be making two minor amendments which I will 
have forwarded to the Clerk, if not already done so, 
momentarily. 
 
The Speaker: I will have to confirm so we can make 
sure they are circulated. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Okay, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With that, I will take my leave. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. I am going to ask if there are any 
other speakers, and in the meantime, I am going to 
confirm that we have seen those amendments be-
cause they will be needed for when you go into Com-
mittee. 
 

The Clerk: Mr. Speaker, I do not have the amend-
ments. I have not received any amendments. I do not 
know if the office has. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. At this point we have no notifica-
tion. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, both Ms. Beale and Madam 
Clerk have indicated that we have not received them 
and, as you know, we will need them to circulate it. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I will do that right now myself, 
Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, and you can send it so we can 
get it on the SharePoint so all Members will have a 
copy of it. 
 Would any other Member wish to speak? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Whilst that confusion is dealt with, I have a 
few brief points. I do have some questions in Commit-
tee for the Honourable and Learned Minister, but just 
a few brief points on the Bill. 

It sometimes helps just to step back and look 
at what the Bill is doing for those who have not had a 
chance to look at it in detail. Effectively, this is an 
amending Act that is amending two pieces of legisla-
tion. It is amending the Public Health Act 1949 (as 
amended) which is the Act that encapsulates most, 
but not all, of our COVID-19 provisions and deals with 
the fixed penalty regime. 

And secondly, this amending Act today is 
amending one aspect of the Quarantine Act 2017, 
which deals with another cluster of COVID-related 
laws, namely, those dealing with quarantine. 

If one steps back and looks at this at a high 
level, I think the common-sense question that one 
might pose is, given that we have been told this would 
. . . that the vast majority of COVID-19 restrictions are 
to be lifted, why some 15 to 18 months later are we 
now making changes to the penalty regime? And so, I 
think that would be the overarching question that I 
would respectfully direct to the Honourable and 
Learned Minister to address in response. 

Looking a little bit below the surface, the Bill is 
effectively doing two substantive things. One is that it 
is increasing penalties, although, in fact, it is increas-
ing those penalties by the amendments, which I un-
derstand are making their way to the Clerk of the 
House now. But my understanding is that the penal-
ties will increase, in clause 8, from $3,000 up to 
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$10,000. And in clause 11, it will increase from $1,500 
all the way up to $10,000. So, again, without being 
overly simplistic, what this amending Bill is doing is 
seeking to give greater teeth—financial teeth—in 
terms of penalties to breaches of the COVID-19 re-
strictions. And, again, we might ask why that is com-
ing now. Why are the amounts going up? 

It also might be sensibly pointed out that 
whilst one is increasing the applicable penalties, those 
penalties, of course, are only ever paid if someone is, 
in fact, charged and convicted. So, one must not for-
get that simply putting the numbers up to add some 
teeth does not really do much if the enforcement is not 
there in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, the second thing that this Bill is 
doing—and in my view it is a sensible thing—is rec-
ognising that the penalties for breaches of these vari-
ous regulations, wherever they may be or whichever 
Act they may flow from, is not something that is likely 
to lead to a criminal conviction, but can be dealt with 
by financial penalty, and that the criminal courts only 
get involved in the event that a person wishes either 
not to pay the penalty or chooses to contest whether 
they should pay the penalty. 
 So, those who say, Okay, I’ve breached 
something, they pay the fine, and it does not flood the 
criminal court with additional cases relating to COVID-
19 breach[es]. And given that we all very much hope 
we are on the downslope of COVID-19 in Bermuda or, 
perhaps even at level ground, below the downslope, 
certainly it is a hope that makes evident good sense 
not to clog up the criminal courts with criminal actions. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have addressed the amend-
ments, and no doubt we will hear more about those in 
Committee when we get there. As I say, I do have a 
few points to deal with in Committee. Whilst the Hon-
ourable Minister is making amendments to the Bill, 
may I also take the liberty of pointing out that in the 
Explanatory Memorandum, right at the end, there ap-
pears to be a typo in that I think it is supposed to say 
that the change in threshold for prosecution is chang-
ing from “fails without reasonable excuse” for a term 
“wilfully omits.” And I think the word “omits” should be 
there. And that is the very last sentence of the back 
page of the Explanatory Memorandum. But that is 
how I read it. I think the word [omits] is missing. 
 The final question that I would address before 
Committee is to invite the Minister just to clarify what 
exactly is going on because here we have a Bill seek-
ing to amend the penalties. In a moment we are to 
discuss an Order seeking to extend emergency pow-
ers. What we do not have in front of us today are any 
regulations relating to the rules that are supposed to 
come into effect on Sunday. And so, perhaps the Min-
ister could just kindly update the Honourable House 
as to when we may see the regulations that are com-
ing into effect this Sunday.  
 I do not know if any other colleagues wish to 
speak, but thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to 

the Honourable and Learned Minister for her presen-
tation on this Bill. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other MP wish to make a contribu-
tion? 
 No one else. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Sorry, Deputy. Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill is signed, or it is being 
enacted, to increase penalties based on quarantine. 
But let me say, Mr. Speaker, that I think the Govern-
ment has done very well last year in the way they 
handled this pandemic and, to some extent, this year. 
But I have some concerns, Mr. Speaker, about the 
quarantine.  

Mr. Speaker, I think the quarantine is discrim-
inatory based on the vaccinated and the unvaccinat-
ed. I think, Mr. Speaker, you probably read or heard 
on television last night that some of the hoteliers have 
instituted a programme where those that are unvac-
cinated will be tested every seven days and the vac-
cinated will not. I really, in my heart, do not believe 
that the hoteliers meant to put policy in place that is 
discriminatory, but it is. Certainly, I agree with testing 
every seven days, particularly in the hotel and the res-
taurant industry because I think we have to keep our 
customers safe as well as each other safe, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So, I would urge the hoteliers . . . and I think 
the Bermuda Industrial Union came out with a state-
ment, and I endorsed it, that we are not against test-
ing, but we cannot discriminate because, Mr. Speaker, 
it has been proven that even though you get vaccinat-
ed you can pass the virus on. We saw or read yester-
day or heard on television about the ship, and I think it 
was four crew members came down with the virus and 
they had been vaccinated. So, that proves the point 
that everyone should be tested whatever the policy is. 

Mr. Speaker, I have problems with the quar-
antine—the discriminatory part of it—where if one left 
the Island and before they can come back they have 
to get what is called a TA approval form and that is to 
have booked up into a hotel. That is if you are unvac-
cinated. The discriminatory part about it, Mr. Speaker, 
is that if you do not have this form, then I am told that 
you cannot get on the flight.  

Well, I do not think that any . . . you cannot 
deny me my right to come home. When I get home 
what you do is something different. But that cannot 
. . . that . . . it has got to be . . . common-sense tells 
me it is against the law. They cannot deny me. Once I 
have been tested as to policy and I have got my ticket 



Official Hansard Report 18 June 2021 1617 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

and all my travel documents, I should be able to get 
on that flight. 

The other concern I have is if I come back 
home and I test negative and I am not vaccinated, I 
have to go in a quarantine for 14 days at my expense. 
But the person that comes back who is vaccinated 
and tested positive for the virus, they can go home 
and quarantine at home and if they test negative after 
the fourth day, then they can go out in the public. And 
I know if I have this wrong the Minister will correct me. 
Well, that is discriminatory because if I am coming 
back, vaccinated or not, and I test negative, then I 
should be able to go home and quarantine. 

I am not against quarantine, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I believe and I agree with our Government’s 
objective in trying to control this pandemic so we can 
get back to normal. I am right there, no problem with 
me. And I feel that if one comes back, whether they 
are vaccinated or unvaccinated, and they test positive, 
they should be able to quarantine at home provided 
the environment at home is right. You do not want to 
send a person home when you have got four or five 
others home, you do not want to do that. But there 
has got to be some balance here. 

And if I was one of them, I would not mind 
wearing the bracelet. And I know the bracelet is very 
successful because I do know of a lady that had the 
bracelet on and apparently she got a call while she 
was home and I guess those who were monitoring the 
bracelet said to her, Where are you because we can’t 
see you? And the lady replied, My computer’s down. 
So they could not see her. That goes to the point that, 
hey . . . and I think that was good that they called her 
to find out where she was. And that could be done for 
anyone, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, you are going to always have some 
people, like we have in society, [who] like to break the 
law for whatever reason. You know you are going to 
have them. But the point I am trying to make is do not 
penalise the 95 [per cent] or 97 per cent of people 
who will abide by all the rules as we do on a normal 
daily basis, Mr. Speaker. I think the job that Dr. Wel-
don is doing in testing is above the top. And I really 
get mad when I hear people . . . and it only happens 
to people, particularly Black people. When something 
does not go their way, they question what another 
Black is making, nothing to do with the qualifications. 
But I think Dr. Weldon is doing an exceptional job and 
I think that [the] foolish talk must stop. It has got to 
stop, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have a problem with this 
. . . this . . . the Minister said . . . I do not know if she 
was not sure what she was saying, and I do not mean 
it out of any disrespect. The Minister said if the fine 
has not been paid within 28 days there is no criminal 
record. And I see what the . . . and I know what the 
Act says. And I think she said it right. There is no 
criminal record if it is not paid within 28 days, but they 
will take action to get the money. I understand that. 

Mr. Speaker, some people will say, Well, why 
are you leaving the Island if you can’t afford to pay for 
a hotel when coming back? 

Mr. Speaker, the answer is quite obvious. Mr. 
Speaker, on this little 20 square-mile Island you get 
rock fever. And the only cure for rock fever is to take a 
trip. Some people just have enough money for their 
ticket and everything else is on the credit card. Now I 
am not saying this is a good decision or not, but that is 
what people do in order to alleviate that rock fever. 
And they come back and they take a year, 18 months, 
to pay it off. That is us. That is what we do. So, do not 
tell people not to take a trip because those that have 
the funds, they take the trip, and that privilege should 
be given to everyone.  

Now, the other thing, Mr. Speaker . . . and I 
understand the quarantine. I am not knocking it. But 
my concern is a person going into quarantine for two 
weeks and they are paying anywhere from $3,000 to 
$4,000 or $5,000 depending on what facility they go 
in. On top of that, Mr. Speaker, are the two weeks of 
wages they lose. Most Bermudians cannot afford that. 
One thing this Government has done—and I applaud 
it—there was never, ever a charge for our students 
returning home. It has changed a bit because I know 
when the policy first came out, students did not have 
to quarantine. And the change that they have made—
and I agree with it—that students will quarantine, but 
at the expense of the taxpayer. I have no problem with 
that, Mr. Speaker. So, the point I am trying to make is 
students never had to pay, Mr. Speaker. 

But the one that really, really, really concerns 
me is against my human rights. I think is discriminato-
ry when you tell me that if I do not have a TA I cannot 
get on the plane. Maybe the Government will come 
with an amendment to that because that part of that 
. . . and I have fought discrimination all my life, Mr. 
Speaker. And I will continue to do that. And I am one 
that cannot stand by and watch discrimination on any-
body at this stage in my life and at this stage in the life 
of all of us. Discrimination in any form is not right. We 
have to fix that. 

Again, and I say, you know, I have praise for 
the Government. Our ratings as far as how we have 
handled this and the total number of vaccinations is 
[giving us a] high ranking in the world. But this little 
piece about mandatory quarantine, I think we can fix 
that and do it better. We can do that part better. 

And the other part is do not tell me or anyone 
that you cannot come home because you have not 
booked up at a hotel coming back home. That is not 
correct. You just cannot tell me that and I cannot ac-
cept that. 

Mr. Speaker, one thing I must say, with wear-
ing these masks, it has been a benefit to us all. And I 
would wear the mask as long as I think it is necessary, 
even if the Government says you do not have to wear 
a mask tomorrow, I would wear it because one thing I 
can say is I have not heard about any flu and I think it 
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is because people are wearing masks you have not 
heard about the flu anymore. I think it is a good thing 
to do, to wear the mask, particularly when you are in 
areas where you feel or you should be protected, Mr. 
Speaker. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to say, again, 
to the hoteliers, you must test everybody. Being vac-
cinated does not—does not—guarantee you, does not 
exempt you, does not stop you from passing the virus 
on. So, I would ask that any discriminatory policy, 
whether it be the private sector or whether it be gov-
ernment, that we not do that. We should not be doing 
it, not at this stage in our lives. And, again, let me be 
clear. I understand the objective. I agree with the ob-
jective of the Government. But certain things we just 
cannot fall away from some principles. We have got to 
stick to the principles. We have got to treat . . . and I 
know it is not the intent of anyone, particularly the 
Government to treat anybody unfairly, but this one . . . 
this comes . . . it does not come . . . it is discriminatory 
and we should not have it. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: MP Campbell. 
 
The Speaker: MP Campbell, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the intent of the measures put in 
place by the Government in this battle against the 
COVID-19 virus has always been to protect the health 
and well-being of the citizens of Bermuda. The intent 
was not to penalise individuals financially. The intent 
was not to create criminal convictions on individuals’ 
records. So, as has been pointed out by the Minister 
and also the Opposition spokesperson for Health that 
spoke earlier, this Bill strengthens the teeth for those 
who violate the various COVID-19 protocols. But it 
also allows for a method to enforce the regulations 
without creating a criminal conviction on an individu-
al’s record. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wish there was a test that we 
could apply to those re-entering or entering Bermuda 
that would tell us whether or not they would adhere to 
the mandatory quarantine protocols at home. I really 
do wish we had a test as to whether we could hook 
someone up to a machine, or a bubble appeared 
above their head that showed us their intentions. But 
we do not have such a test. So, how do we know who 
will violate the quarantine regulations? 

 Mr. Speaker, I really like this ticketing process 
for what would be called material breaches. And what 
I am hopeful [for] is that we will gather data in the ini-
tial phases of this that we can utilise later. What do I 
mean by that? Well, we all know that we cannot con-
tinue; our economy cannot survive, particularly the 
hospitality industry, with heavy restrictions in place. 

So, what I am hoping is that we will gather 
enough information to show that we can effectively 
use a ticketing system in conjunction with the in-
creased penalties to move away from the mandatory 
quarantine process in a government facility and allow 
people to quarantine at home initially and then, even-
tually, move away from having to quarantine all to-
gether. As I said, the country cannot, our economy 
cannot, continue to bear the losses that are being 
caused by COVID-19 in general and that may be oc-
curring specifically due to the restrictions that we have 
in place. 
 And I am 100 per cent behind protecting our 
people and protecting our borders. But I do under-
stand that for some this will seem overly burdensome. 
So, I am hopeful that we can utilise this ticketing 
method, gather some data, that will allow us to move 
away from the quarantine, the mandatory quarantine 
process in a government facility. And I will put it out 
there. I do not think the intention is that this will be 
with us permanently. I do not think the intention was 
that we would be fighting COVID-19 [for] 16, 17 
months after our first cases arrived, but we are. 
 So, again, I will conclude my brief comments 
by saying that I am hopeful that we will utilise the data 
collected, particularly around this ticketing process, to 
move away from the mandatory quarantine process in 
a government facility and allow people to quarantine 
at home. But again, I will state we do not have that 
test. It would be lovely to have that test that helps us 
identify those who will break protocols if allowed to 
quarantine at home.  
 So, I am cautious in that optimism because if 
we do not respect the protocols then it will result in 
total devastation of our economy and this is some-
thing we will take a long time to recover from. 

And with those comments, Mr. Speaker, I 
conclude and thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Campbell. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An. Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Lister, I see you there. 
 Okay, go ahead. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 



Official Hansard Report 18 June 2021 1619 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 I just want to add a few brief comments to this 
debate today, Mr. Speaker. I believe the objective and 
the intent of the health order and the quarantine order, 
I think the public of Bermuda all understand and get 
what the objective is—to keep our borders safe and to 
locally, entirely, keep Bermuda safe. And I do not 
think anyone can disagree with that, Mr. Speaker. 

But as has been mentioned by the previous 
speakers before me, Mr. Speaker, the intent, even 
though it is unintended, has caused discriminatory 
issues between those that are vaccinated and unvac-
cinated.  
 Mr. Speaker, when I speak I have to speak on 
my principle of anti-discrimination. That is based on 
age, sex, religion or choice. Discrimination is wrong, 
no matter how or where it is, Mr. Speaker. So, while 
we all support and understand the precautions put in 
place, it has unintentionally caused discrimination that 
affects a sector of our community. Much has been 
made, Mr. Speaker. And as an MP, I have heard, I 
have gotten the calls, the messages. I have heard the 
cries of how this is affecting the community in Bermu-
da. 
 And Mr. Speaker, again, I cannot agree [with] 
or support any discrimination in any form. And I urge 
that another solution or other options be used so that 
we are not creating discrimination and to a wider in-
tent or effect, Mr. Speaker, division, because it is 
causing division in our community. And at a time when 
we should be coming together we should not be hav-
ing division dividing us at this time, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, much has been said and it is not much 
more that I can say against this because I cannot 
support discrimination in any form, Mr. Speaker. 
 Those are my brief comments. There is much 
more that I may speak on later outside of this debate, 
Mr. Speaker, but those are my comments. I cannot 
support . . . I can support the policy, I can support the 
intent and the objective to keep our Island safe, but 
the unintended consequence of creating discrimina-
tion and creating division I cannot support. 
 Mr. Speaker, those are just my brief com-
ments. And thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me 
the opportunity to voice my concerns in this debate. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The strength of our Government’s handling of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 was based on taking 
the people along with us, explaining why we are doing 

what we are doing, how we are doing what we are 
doing, and what the next steps and what the next 
phases were. When that approach was taken, the 
people came with us, the people walked with us and 
they were comfortable with us. 
 We have to get back to that. And when I look 
at how the . . . some of the . . . there naturally will be 
resistance in quarters, regardless. But I believe that 
the way that we have presented this to the public has 
amplified and heightened tensions and divisions and 
created fear and uncertainty that could have been 
prevented. And I think that this is a learnable experi-
ence for us. 
 I am not going to be very long, Mr. Speaker, 
because I believe that the Honourable Member who 
took his seat just before me, as well as a Member who 
spoke earlier . . . and I am reminded of a saying. If 
you want to go far, go with the labour man. And I am 
going with the labour man this afternoon, the Honour-
able Member from constituency 5, because I believe 
he summed up my concerns and the concerns of 
many of my constituents. He summed up many of the 
concerns that are being felt throughout the communi-
ty. 
 We have some work to do, Mr. Speaker. We 
have work to do to be able to bring this country back 
together, to be able to get people united behind get-
ting our economy moving and protecting our borders. 
We have a lot of work to do. We have trust to regain, 
we have confidence to regain, and we have to find a 
way to bring the people with us along the way with the 
understanding [that] strong decisions do need to be 
made. Strong decisions have to be made, but strong 
decisions that are understood, explained, and have 
the broadest possible church [participation] in the de-
cision-making process creates stronger decisions, 
creates better outcomes, creates better buy-in, cre-
ates wider buy-in and wider advocacy. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have seen the calls against 
discrimination, we have seen the calls against the 28-
day limit on the fines. And, you know, I support that 
which was said before. I am not going to belabour the 
issue. But I do think that we have some work to do to 
be able to get back to that time when we were moving 
as one country with one understanding of where we 
are going, with one understanding of the final destina-
tion and how everyone fits into it, regardless of 
whether we are vaccinated or unvaccinated. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Simmons. 
 Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo, you have the floor. 
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Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
 I am duty-bound to speak on this piece of leg-
islation out of respect for the many, many calls that 
have come from my constituency, and not just from 
my constituency, but from Bermudians far and wide. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think some of the salient points 
have already been made in terms of the effect that 
this legislation has on the general public. While I have 
to say the Government is tasked with doing what they 
believe is best for their people and in their best inter-
ests, sometimes what they do has, as someone point-
ed out, unintended consequences. And in this particu-
lar instance, many of the policies that have been put 
in place to protect our people have likewise created a 
divide where many of our people are screaming and 
shouting that they are indeed being treated differently. 
 And they feel as though they, especially those 
who we have heard other Members say, are unvac-
cinated at this point in time. They feel as though many 
of the rules that are being put in place are targeted at 
them, whether that be the case or not. Even though, 
you know, governments are doing what they believe is 
in the best interests of all, because of the way the 
regulations are being meted out, or the legislation is 
being meted out, it operates and treats members of 
the public differently. 
 And so, I would hope, as do others, that we 
can find that balance that would allow all of us to en-
joy treatment from the legislation in the same way. I 
will put it that way. Because when you have legislation 
that says to a particular group, because they have not 
travelled down a road, that the Government believes it 
puts them in a state that makes them less likely to 
cause unintended consequences, they are being 
treated differently. Meaning, as has been pointed out, 
they will find themselves, if they were to travel and 
come back, being in mandatory quarantine for 14 
days, even if they test negative for that entire 14 days. 

So, many have asked me, in fact, I walked in 
Hamilton this afternoon and I had one of my constitu-
ents stop me in the annex and say, I don’t get it. How 
can a vaccinated person who comes back and is posi-
tive be allowed to go home? And I, who am unvac-
cinated, have to spend an inordinate amount of mon-
ey and be in a facility for 14 days? 

And though the person said to me, I know that 
you cannot say or speak out against your Govern-
ment, I am here to tell you that as my representative I 
expect you to be fighting and doing something so that 
the treatment against us is different. 

And the person even went on to say how they 
had a conversation with their physician who tried to 
suggest that they get a vaccination and he said, I be-
lieve I already had COVID-19. I believe that I have the 
antibodies. Yet I am asking you to give me a test to 
see whether or not I have immunity against COVID-19 
now. And you’re saying, ‘Oh, but you should still get 
vaccinated.’ Please explain to me how that is going to 
improve my status. 

He said his doctor did not and would not, but 
having had his doctor for about 20 years, he said that 
he understood that she understood the logic in his 
words, but would not answer. And he believes that 
various factors have come together to operate in ac-
cord in a manner that would sort of coerce (that was 
his word), coerce persons like himself to get vaccinat-
ed. And so, he said, I didn’t vote for a Government to 
treat me like this. And he went on to say that in the 
next few months, when his wife has finished doing 
whatever degree she is doing, if he finds himself sub-
jected to the same treatment, he along with his family 
will pack up shop and leave because he is not going 
to live in a country that discriminates against him and 
his family. 
 So, this is a story that is being repeated over 
and over again. And I know that my Government has 
been a Government which listens to the people. And 
so, being his voice and the voice of many others, I 
would ask that we continue to listen to our people and 
continue to try and bring about amendments that meet 
with the accord of everyone because when we would 
seek to put someone in isolation or in quarantine, as 
you would call it, who is positive but has been vac-
cinated and who can run the risk of spreading COVID-
19, yet someone who is not vaccinated and is nega-
tive, but has to be quarantined, and quarantined in a 
facility where they have to expend an inordinate 
amount of money, in the words of many of the people 
who are crying out, something is wrong with that. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, I think others have 
said it. We understand this Government is not trying 
to, I guess, if you will, discriminate against people. 
What it is trying to do is create an environment that is 
going to be the best possible environment where we 
can move forward with little fear of having the same 
outcomes that we have experienced in the recent 
past. 

However, the measures that are being put in 
place are not, I guess, if you will, bringing about the 
feeling that what they seek to do is what actually will 
happen, especially when you have policies that would 
allow persons who are positive to go home and per-
sons who are negative to be quarantined in a shelter 
until such time that 14 days are up, even if they have 
never, ever tested positive. People do not accept that 
logic, especially when you see from the World Health 
Organization, you see from the Centers for Disease 
Control [and Prevention] where it has been made pa-
tently clear that persons who are vaccinated spread 
COVID-19, can still contract COVID-19, can still die 
from COVID-19. And regardless of whether or not 
their viral count is at a certain level, which I guess 
makes people feel comfortable, the truth is that the 
virus can still be spread and others are at risk of con-
tracting the virus. 
 The amendments that have been made that 
have sought to change the fines from $3,000 to 
$10,000 and $1,500 to $10,000 some may argue are 
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draconian. I would hope, and I have confidence, that 
the Minister will continue to look at those amendments 
with a view to where they can be modified to enjoy 
broader support from the public at large, while still 
trying to mitigate against the risks of COVID-19 and 
how that may pan out in terms of the economic impact 
and the like, that she would continue to do so.  

I have no doubt that she will continue to do so 
because what the Bermuda public needs to under-
stand is that as a Government all of us are there to 
give our views, and through sharing our views we 
must try and bring about an outcome that meets with 
the accord of all of us and meets with the accord of 
the general public. Because that is who we serve, that 
is who put us here, and it would be, I guess, an act 
less than a duty if we ignored that. And so, in other 
words, I am saying we are duty-bound to do that be-
cause the people put us here to represent their inter-
ests—all interests. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker, I think, as the other 
Members have stated, this is a tough thing, it is not 
something that is met very readily when measures are 
put in place that, though not intended, create a divi-
sive environment and treat people differently and, 
therefore, operate in a discriminatory manner. And I 
just want to say no one is trying to do that and that we 
accept that that may be the outcome and so our job, 
my job, the collective job, is to continue to deal with 
this legislation in a manner that brings about the 
changes that we want, but allows persons to be treat-
ed equally under the legislation. 
 And with those words, Mr. Speaker, I think 
that I should stop my commentary. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Cannonier, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have taken to heart, just listening very intent-
ly and closely to what I heard thus far, and I am 
pleased to hear the varying comments that are being 
made. Certainly, it is not always easy for Government, 
in the position that it is in, having to make tough deci-
sions. 
 But what I really want to get to is where is the 
consultation that is taking place as to how we are 
coming to the conclusions as a Government in meting 
out these rules and regulations as we go forward? 
With so much being said, not just in social media, but 
so much being said in the newspaper and other areas, 
direct emails and the likes, I am beginning to wonder 
exactly who is being consulted here. Is it just Gov-
ernment making these decisions? Or are we consult-

ing on a general and a broader basis to really under-
stand, as you have already heard in some of the 
comments, the people are out there who are walking 
about and living amongst these restrictions that are 
being made?  

More importantly, you have heard comments 
to the likes of, I’m going to side with Labour, if I am 
going to make a decision. And I commend that, I un-
derstand that very, very clearly because some of the 
same people that are talking with Government officials 
are also talking to us as an Opposition, trying to come 
to a clearer understanding of how we have gotten to 
where we are today. 
 And so, it behoves me, and I am trying to un-
derstand who it is that is consulting here so that we 
understand better how we are coming to some of 
these conclusions. And it really is not clear exactly 
who is making these decisions. I will say that on the 
precedence of this, we are just now looking at an 
amendment that is taking fines from $3,000 to 
$10,000; from $1,500 to $10,000. Now, there must be 
some logic and some rhyme or reason to why we 
have gotten to this place. But we have not heard 
clearly, as of right now, even to the amendment, how 
did we come to increasing it to $10,000? Someone 
needs to explain who made this decision. Someone 
needs to explain how the committee or the board or 
whoever it is that is meting out these conclusions and 
who is involved in the consultation of getting to the 
position that we are in. 
 This Government has always purported that it 
is listening to the people. What we are seeing meted 
out at this time is clearly not the case at all. So, where 
is this? Someone needs to say who is being met with 
for the consultation. Who are the people that are mak-
ing these decisions? And why are we in such a con-
tentious position right now? Because it appears as if 
we are making decisions without even looking at peo-
ple’s constitutional rights. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Or listening to caucus. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Listening to caucus, what-
ever it is.  

You know, I recall in so many cases where we 
as a Government were called out and in many, many 
cases, Have you consulted enough? And we clearly 
see now that there are signs with this Government 
that we are not getting to a broader consultative posi-
tion, so we are making decisions on behalf of the 
whole of Bermuda. And listen, this is a tough position 
that this Government finds itself in, when it is faced 
right now with some serious opposition. And it will be 
nice to hear from our leaders explaining exactly how 
they have gotten to this position.  

And I say that on the backdrop of this, we 
were going to move forward on June 6. That was 
pushed off until June 13. Now it is being pushed off 
until Sunday. So, who is consulting here? What is 
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happening? The results clearly are showing that peo-
ple are not happy. 

And I agree with many folks, you know, when 
you are making decisions as a Government you know 
not everyone is going to be happy. But there is a gen-
eral consensus as you walk about the street that 
things are not where we would like for them to be and 
people are divided over this particular issue. 

Now, what concerns me, and I am basing this 
on historical decisions that have been made, what 
concerns me is that while we are looking at the poten-
tial of restrictions and the likes on the unvaccinated, 
that this Government is probably going to make a de-
cision that will place restrictions on the vaccinated, 
rather than lifting the restrictions on the unvaccinated. 
How do I come to that conclusion? I will give you an 
example.  

Not too long ago, restrictions were lifted for St. 
Regis so that they could go ahead and work during 
the quarantine period. The restrictions were lifted only 
because of pressure from the public that they rescind 
the decision of those restrictions so St. Regis could go 
ahead and work. And I came out and wrote an article 
and said, Listen, the right decision was to allow St. 
Regis to go ahead and work. The better decision 
would have been to not just let St. Regis work, but to 
let others in similar positions to also work. But what 
this Government did was it went and restricted the 
very liberties that it should have allowed to happen in 
the first place. Why? Because they did not consult—
clearly—enough.  

We saw where we had the Minister at logger-
heads, in my estimation, with the Premier and a deci-
sion that had been made. And so the confusion was 
there. And what happens in the end? More restrictions 
were put in place upon the same people that it should 
not have happened. And that is my concern as we 
move forward, that what is going to happen with this 
Government . . . due to pressure they will place re-
strictions on the vaccinated and liberalise the unvac-
cinated, when they should be liberalising both. 

And so, this Government is going to have to 
make some serious decisions. Sunday is looming and 
people are anxious. And I commend everyone for 
speaking their mind on this particular issue. You 
know, I do not know if the Whip was involved or not in 
this particular situation with the Government, but obvi-
ously we have concerns. And we are hearing these 
concerns from both the Government and the Opposi-
tion—that we are in a position that is not palatable for 
the people of Bermuda. And this Government needs 
to find a way to answer the questions. Rather than 
skipping around the questions, they need to answer 
the questions with some qualifications. That is not 
what we are getting. 

So, I am hoping that, as we move through this 
here, Mr. Speaker, that we will get more answers to 
the questions that are being [asked] and hopefully that 

we will able to allow Bermuda to move forward as best 
as possible. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: MP Tyrrell. 
 
The Speaker: MP Tyrrell, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you for the opportunity to express 
some of the concerns that I have and some of the 
concerns that some of my constituents have shared 
with me. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has already been stated that 
our earlier (and I will use the word “earlier”) handling 
of the pandemic was done in a way that brought the 
people along with us. And I definitely agree with that 
because we took time to talk to people and, as you 
can see, you know, we brought people along with us. 
Again, [this was] another example of us listening to 
the people. 
 Mr. Speaker, governing is never easy. It is not 
easy and you never please all the people all the time. 
But it certainly, during my time in Government, has 
never been the intent to discriminate blatantly (if I 
could use that word) against any one particular class 
or set of people.  
 Mr. Speaker, when you have people who may 
deliberately be looking to break regulations, some-
times stronger methods have to be put in place. It is 
all part of governing. As I said, it is not easy. I am real-
ly . . . I am not in favour of blatant discrimination, and 
as I said, I do not believe that this has been our intent. 
However, some regulations and policies may give an 
impression of discrimination because you have to try 
and protect the whole. But there is going to be a core 
that maybe is not coming on board with that. As I said, 
I try to say that no law—no one law—is a one-size-
fits-all. It does not work like that.  
 However, when legislation is done in the in-
terests of safety, in this instance of protecting our bor-
ders, I have to support it. I will support it. Much has 
already been said in respect . . . you know, and I re-
spect the opinion of my colleagues. Everyone has a 
right, you know, basically to say how they feel, just as 
I have the right as well. 
 However, I feel duty-bound to support the leg-
islation in the interests of protecting our borders. I 
have listened to my constituents, as I said. A lot of 
them fully understand which way the Government or 
how the Government is trying to handle it. I can only 



Official Hansard Report 18 June 2021 1623 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

appeal to persons at this time to give some time and 
look at the legislation that we are putting out because 
it is in the interests of protecting our borders and the 
entire Island. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I said, I will be very brief. I do 
not need to say much more. Everyone else has said 
things that I could certainly repeat, and I thank you 
again for the opportunity. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Tyrrell. 
 Would any other Member wish to speak? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Scott? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to pick up where my col-
league left off. And I want to start by saying that my 
other colleagues that have spoken—MP Burgess, MP 
Foggo, MP Lister III, MP Campbell—raised valid and 
justifiable concerns. And I think that today what I 
would like to do is try and paint a picture and, alt-
hough not trying to get any one individual or group of 
individuals to agree, but just to understand the logic, 
or at least the concept, of where the Government is 
coming from when they make this decision. 
 So, I would like you, if you could, to imagine 
two circles, with one circle being supervised quaran-
tine and the other circle being home quarantine. And 
on the outside of those two circles you put one circle 
on either side and in that circle have it labelled 
WWH—what is the worst that could happen? And so, 
when we look at supervised quarantines, what is the 
worst that could happen with supervised quarantines? 
And that has already been highlighted. And let us talk 
about the discrimination aspect. 
 So, let us say that it is seen that this is a dis-
criminatory policy. There are the courts that will help 
decide that. So, let us say that there is a court case 
and what is the worst that could happen with super-
vised quarantines, meaning that this court case could 
be found to be. So let us say that somebody in the 
public or somebody brings a court case to challenge 
the validity, to challenge whether or not this infringes 
on human rights, and it goes to court. And let us say, 
in the worst-case scenario, the courts decide in favour 
of that challenge. What is the worst that happens? 
That means that the supervised quarantine would 
have to fall away, find another way about it, and let us 

shift over. Let us say we then shift over to the home 
quarantining. So, you have lost a court case and, 
more than likely—and I am speaking freely—there 
would be the validity of the Government’s decision-
making in other future controversial decisions. 
 So, now let us shift over to the home quaran-
tine option. What is the worst that could happen? And 
so, we sit there and let us say the worst that could 
happen is that home quarantining does not work. 
Someone somewhere slips through the cracks, not 
necessarily somebody that gets out of quarantine, but 
somebody that has invited a friend over, finds out after 
that they have spent together in a confined area that 
they are positive and the virus gets out and we end up 
with 2,000 new active cases and 25 people dead. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government has said, look-
ing at the two worst-case scenarios, neither one of 
them is favourable. We believe that we are okay with 
the loss of a court case; but we are not okay with the 
possible loss of life. And so, for those that listened to 
my speech earlier when I spoke about the creation of 
an environment and how Herculean of a task it is, this 
is a prime example of where the Government is trying 
its best to create a safer, the safest possible environ-
ment given the situation. 

My understanding of the medical statistics and 
data that has been presented to me is that when you 
get 50 per cent of your population vaccinated, immun-
ised, it is difficult to have an outbreak. If you were to 
get to the 60 per cent threshold, it is unlikely for one to 
have an outbreak. But when you get to the 70 per cent 
and/or higher, it is highly unlikely—that is the term that 
was used. And the way that I interpret the words 
“highly unlikely” in this context is all but impossible to 
have an outbreak. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this is why the Government 
is pushing to get persons vaccinated—so that we can 
protect, not just our borders through a quarantine pro-
gramme or initiative of some sort, but so that we can 
have as much safety and protection within the com-
munity without having to have controversial and/or 
strict border management. And because the reason 
that we focus on having strict border management is 
not to discriminate, is not to make life hard, but is the 
creation of that safe environment and to protect that 
safe environment from the introduction of a variant. 
And my understanding . . . and I put the disclaimer 
that I am not a medical professional, but my under-
standing of the information and the medical data that I 
have seen is that it is all about risk mitigation. You are 
not going to get it to zero; but you can try to see how 
close to zero one can get it. 

And to protect against that variant, to mitigate 
or reduce the risk of a variant, this is where the super-
vised quarantines come in. Because my understand-
ing from the infomercials, from the medical data, from 
the research that I have done, is that it is more likely 
for a non-vaccinated or unvaccinated person to be 
carrying or create a variant than one from a vaccinat-
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ed person. Therefore, we have to ensure that a vari-
ant is not introduced, that one does not slip through 
the cracks. But while we are below the 70 per cent 
threshold, where it would be unlikely to have an out-
break of any sort, we have to protect our borders. And 
with Bermuda being an island, we are uniquely able to 
do that.  

And one thing is clear today. Although we 
may all agree on the implementation or the plan of 
what we are doing, we do all agree on the objective. 
The overall objective is to protect our people. We all 
agree on that. And it is okay that we do not all agree 
on the implementation aspect of it.  

But also, the other thing that we all agree on 
is the gravity of the situation. There are literally lives at 
stake. The Government cannot afford to get it wrong. 
We can afford to take criticism. We can afford to take 
critiques. We can afford to be unliked, because this is 
not about votes, voting or party support. This is about 
ensuring that another Bermudian life is not lost.  

 Therefore, I appreciate, I respect and I sup-
port my fellow colleagues who speak out and share 
their concern and their unreadiness. Because we, as 
a Government, hear you! We are listening to you! And 
although we may not be able to implement the plan 
that everybody would like to see, that everybody can 
agree with, we are implementing a plan that we 
wholeheartedly believe will achieve the objective of 
keeping us safe and protecting lives within this coun-
try. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I just want you to know and I 
want those who are listening to picture those two bub-
bles—the supervised quarantine versus the home 
quarantine—and ask yourself, if they do not work, if 
home quarantine does not work, what is the worst that 
could happen? And if supervised quarantine does not 
work, what is the worst that could happen? And our 
understanding, our interpretation as a Government is 
that with supervised quarantine, the worst that could 
happen is that we lose a court case. But with home 
quarantine, we believe that the worst that could hap-
pen is that we could lose more lives. And that is a risk 
this Government is not willing to take. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Is there any other Member who wishes to 
make a contribution at this time?  
 Any other Member? 
 No other Member.  

Minister Wilson. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank honourable colleagues for their 
comments and their submissions. 

I think it is important to note that one common 
thread throughout the discussions that have taken 
place concerning the Bill entitled the Public Health 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 (aka Fixed Penalties 

Act) is that we all are keen to ensure that we take 
steps to keep Bermuda safe, we are all keen to en-
sure that we take steps to protect lives, and we are all 
keen to make sure that we take steps and measures 
that will help to support economic growth. Nobody in 
this room, or nobody in this country, would not support 
those three principles. And in that regard, Mr. Speak-
er, I think it is important that as we debate the Public 
Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, that we keep 
those three principles at the forefront. 
 Mr. Speaker, with respect to the Public Health 
Amendment (No. 2) Act, there were a couple of ques-
tions raised that I would like to address real quickly, 
not necessarily in the order they were raised. But one 
is with respect to an apparent slip as it relates to the 
explanatory memorandum, the last paragraph, the last 
sentence. The Honourable and Learned Member, Mr. 
Pearman, was correct and that is a matter that can be 
. . . a word was missed and that can be addressed.  
 It is also interesting to note, Mr. Speaker, that 
one of the questions that was raised is, Why now? 
And I want to remind colleagues that when we came 
back in March and dealt with, I guess I want to say the 
first part of this Bill, we realised following that it would 
have allowed for the ability for public health officers to 
actually participate in the ticketing regime. However, 
further discussions, particularly as it relates to opera-
tionalising, we realised that we certainly wanted to 
ensure that the police have the power. They are the 
ones who are up and down the streets and patrolling 
our country and making us safe. So between the po-
lice and the Regiment, we wanted to ensure that the 
ticketing regime could be extended to them, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, there was another issue that 
was raised with respect to the level of consultation 
considering the Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act. 
And as I indicated, we consulted with the police. This 
is something that they have been wanting for quite 
some time. The Department of Public Prosecutions 
[DDP], the Attorney General’s Chambers, as well as 
the senior magistrate. So there was certainly exten-
sive consultation concerning this particular amend-
ment. 
 Again, Mr. Speaker, I am thrilled that we are 
all on the same page and share the same common 
thread of wanting to keep Bermuda safe, take steps to 
improve our economy which has been heavily impact-
ed adversely through COVID-19, as well as of utmost 
importance is the protection and preservation of lives. 
And with that, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask that this 
Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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House in Committee at 4:02 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Public Health Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2021. 
 Minister Wilson, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I would like to move clauses 1 through 9, 
please. 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 Clause 1 provides a citation for the Bill. 

Clause 2 amends section 10 of the principal 
Act to insert subsection (2), which provides for a po-
lice officer to issue a public health penalty ticket where 
a person commits an offence under Part VA and any 
instruments made in pursuance of that Part, and the 
offence committed becomes known to the police of-
ficer. 

Clause 3 amends section 107B of the princi-
pal Act in subsection (7) to insert a reference to Part 
VA, which will cause Part VA to apply to the various 
offences in the Regulations made pursuant to section 
107B. 

Clause 4 amends the principal Act by repeal-
ing and replacing section 107D to provide for persons 
to pay the penalty provided in the public health penal-
ty ticket without the need to admit the offence. 

Clause 5 amends section 107E of the princi-
pal Act to remove reference to the need to admit the 
offence. A new subsection (3) provides for the Minis-
ter to prescribe the content of the public health penalty 
ticket, and the Commissioner of Police to determine 
the form of the ticket and publish it on the Bermuda 
Police Service website. 

Clause 6 repeals section 107F of the principal 
Act as police officers do not need to produce identifi-
cation. 

Clause 7 amends sections 107G, 107H and 
107J of the principal Act to replace the reference to 
“Public Health Officer” with “police officer” in order for 
police officers to take over the responsibility for issu-
ing public health penalty tickets from the Public Health 
Officers. 

Clause 8 amends section 107H(2) of the prin-
cipal Act to provide a penalty of $3,000 for the offence 
of refusing to answer questions as required by a po-
lice officer, such as the identity of the individual who 
the police are talking to. 

Clause 9 amends section 107J of the principal 
Act to remove reference to the need to admit the of-
fence.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 

 The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Member Pearman, con-
tinue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you.  
 Before I pose questions, I understood that the 
Minister intends to make an amendment to clause 8. I 
am not sure if that amendment is still being pursued 
before we ask questions about clause 1 through 9.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Pearman.  
 Minister, do you have an amendment? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I sent that 
off to the Clerk. It is with respect to clauses 10 and 11. 
That has been sent.  
 
The Chairman: Okay. We are fine. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: With respect to the Honourable 
Minister, the document I received says amendments 
to clauses 8 and 11(9).  
 
The Chairman: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And that does make logical 
sense, Minister, because if you look at clause 8 of the 
Bill, that is where you see the reference to $3,000 
which is being amended to $10,000.  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That amendment is already 
proposed in the existing amendment. But what I was 
proposing when I spoke previously was that there will 
be further amendments to the Bill at clauses 10 and 
11.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Okay. In which case, Honourable 
Minister, we have not received those. We have re-
ceived Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 
amendments, proposing two amendments. The first 
amendment was to clause 8, which is the matter 
where the $3,000 sum is being amended upwards to 
$10,000. The second and final amendment proposed 
is to amend clause 11(9), again relating to fines, 
which is where the $1,500 is being increased to 
$10,000. 

I regret we have not received any amendment 
in relation to clause 9 [at] this moment in time. Re-
gardless, it seems to me that if you are amending 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/ce1c84ca4302b0449ebca6042a035462.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/ce1c84ca4302b0449ebca6042a035462.pdf
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clause 8, and I will follow the Chairman’s lead, would 
now not be the time to do so? 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Member, you are abso-
lutely correct.  
 Let me suggest that we do clauses 1 through 
7 and give the Minister time to get the correct docu-
ments to us. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am very happy with that ap-
proach, Mr. Chairman, if the Honourable Minister is 
happy. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I am a little per-
plexed, because the amendment that has been draft-
ed by Chambers that has been circulated speaks to 
clause 10. Mr. Chairman, I do not know if you have it 
in front of you, clause 10 and clause 11(9).  
 
The Chairman: I do not have it in front of me, but the 
Honourable Member Mr. Pearman does not have that. 
He has [clause] 10— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: [I have] clauses 8 and 11(9), Mr. 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: —clauses 8 and 11. That is the doc-
ument he has and that is the document he has to go 
by unless you have another one, unless they sent the 
wrong document to him. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, if it assists, shall 
we deal with all the other clauses in Committee now 
and then come back to clauses 8, 10 and 11 at the 
end? Would that assist the Honourable Minister? 
 
The Chairman: Okay. We can do that.  
 Minister, are you okay with that?  
 
[No audible reply] 
 
The Chairman: Minister, let’s do clauses 1 through 7 
first. Let’s get that out of the way, please. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Okay. Mr. Chairman. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I think, Mr. Chairman, with re-
spect, I believe that there were two amendments that 
were sent from Chambers. The first one was incorrect. 
And then I sent the second one to the Clerk myself. 
But I will take your lead, Mr. Chairman. Do you want 
to deal with clauses 1 through 7? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. But before we do that, does the 
Clerk . . . do you have the second— 
 

The Clerk: The first amendment we received was 
sent by the Minister about an hour or two ago. We 
were informed about some upcoming amendments 
which we never did receive. Thanks. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, no. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. So the Clerk does not have it 
there. So Mr. Pearman does not have it.  
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Chairman: Well, Minister, can you help us out 
here? Because we cannot go any further unless you 
[send] the documents. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, thank you for 
your patience.  
 Mr. Chairman, right before I started this de-
bate I forwarded to the Clerk and the Speaker the 
amendments that proposed to amend clauses 10 and 
11(9). I am not sure what the Honourable Member is 
referring to, but I myself sent those amendments to 
the Clerk as well as the Speaker at 2:56, just before 
we were getting ready to debate this, Mr. Chairman. I 
can forward them again, just in case they do not have 
them. 
 
The Chairman: Please do. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I will do that right now, Mr. 
Chairman. Thank you for your indulgence.  
 
The Chairman: Mr. Pearman, just let me know if you 
get the one she is just going to send. Let me know 
when you get it.  

And Clerk, just let me know. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Is it coming directly from the Min-
ister? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, Honourable Member.  
 
The Clerk: We just received from the Health Ministry 
the amendments that the Minister is referring to, so 
we are going to get them up the SharePoint in just a 
minute. 
 
The Chairman: Okay.  
 Mr. Pearman, you okay with that? You got it? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, I will follow your 
lead here and no doubt we can deal with it. I will deal 
with it in such a manner as you wish to deal with it. 
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The Chairman: Okay. Let’s do [clauses] 1 through 7 
first and give the Opposition time to just look at the 
new . . . 

Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Any speakers to clauses 1 through 7? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, sorry, thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. Thank you, Honourable Minister.  
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Dealing solely for the moment 
with clauses with 1 through 7, the first question that 
we have relates to clause 2. It was something that the 
Honourable Minister referenced in the closing remarks 
in the debate. It was about the fact that police officers 
are now the ones who are going to ticket. And what 
was not clear from the amendment proposed by 
clause 2 is whether or not the power to ticket is now 
going to be limited to police officers in the sense that it 
is going to be removed from public health officers, or 
whether public health officers will contain a residual 
power to ticket. So that is the first question in relation 
to clause 2. 
 Mr. Chairman, would you prefer that I put all 
my questions on clauses 1 through 7, or do them one 
at time. 
 
The Chairman: Do one at a time.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So, that is our first question. 
Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you for that question. 
 The purposes of these amendments are to 
allow the police officers the ability to ticket; however, 
at some point there will be a residual power for the 
public health officers once they have been trained. 
This allows for the operationalisation of the ticketing 
regime now because police officers are obviously far 
more familiar with ticketing because of the way they 
operate with respect to speeding offences, traffic of-
fences, and the like. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 A follow-up question on that. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Could I just clarify something? I 
am sorry. It would just be the police officers. There 
may at some time be provisions to allow public health 
officers to do it, but right now it would just be the po-

lice officers as these amendments provide. Thank you 
for that. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Excellent. You have answered 
my follow-up question. Thank you, very much, Hon-
ourable Minister. 
 The next question is on page 2 of the Bill, and 
there are two questions arising in relation to clause 4. 
And clause 4 is repealing and replacing section 107D 
of the primary Act, the Public Health Act 1949. There 
are two questions arising here.  

This amendment in clause 4 of the Bill is the 
bit that deals with the 28-day period, post ticket, as 
described in the debate earlier and also, the second-
ary point, of whether or not the issuance of a ticket will 
create or lead to a criminal offence or involve the crim-
inal proceedings being instituted. 

So, the first question I have is about the 28-
day period. As I read this my understanding is that . . . 
and forgive me for just slipping into common sense 
vernacular, but if I am stopped by a police officer be-
cause I am in breach of something. I am given a ticket 
on the spot, a piece of paper handed over to me. I 
then have a period of 28 days. And what I am wonder-
ing about is the effect of [section] 107D(b), which is 
still again under clause 4 of the Bill, where it says, 
“such extended period as may be determined under 
section 107I.”  

I have looked at section 107I and, as I under-
stand it, that extends by a further 28 days the time to 
pay.  

If you are with me so far, there is 28 days to 
pay the ticket. I accept that I am wrong; I pay the tick-
et. I then can write in up to 48 hours sooner and get 
another 28 days. And my question then relates to the 
next clause which is the criminality aspect. If I exer-
cise the right to extend by 28 days, a further 28 days, 
does that also defer the criminality aspect? So, if I 
obtain a lawful extension on the ticket, am I postpon-
ing by 28 days the criminal impact of the ticket? So 
that is the first question, Honourable Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, the Honourable 
and Learned Member is correct that if they exercise 
their right prior to the expiration of the 28 days, within 
48 hours, and upon written application to the courts 
for an extension of another 28 days to pay that ticket, 
the aspect of criminality is not invoked until after the 
expiration of that second 28 days. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Okay. And then the second 
question, still in this same clause 4, and in fact this 
was the question raised by the Chairman (MP Bur-
gess), in the debate, which was about asking you to 
clarify how the criminality would work. If I understand 
it, to assist, the answer is that provided that I accept 
my guilt (as it were) and pay the ticket either in the 
first 28 days, or I choose to extend the ticket in writing 
for a further 28 days, then in either of those cases 
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there will be no criminal record. I will simply have paid 
the ticket and paid the fine. Could you then clarify for 
both for MP Burgess and me when the criminality as-
pect comes into play? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. Thank you.  
 The criminality aspect would come into play 
after the expiration of 56 days, after the 28 plus the 
28. So after the two periods of the 28 [days], or alter-
natively, if the person does not do any actions and 
goes to court and is convicted (let’s say they plead 
guilty and then they are convicted), then a criminal 
conviction would be entered.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So, again, to try and use com-
mon sense language, if I put my hands up and say, 
My fault, and I pay, I will not be deemed a criminal. If I 
do not do that within the first two periods of 28 days, 
and then I accept I am wrong, I might be found to be a 
criminal. And if I challenge it, let’s say I was not in 
breach, and I lose, then I will have criminality attached 
to my name. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Correct. If you are convicted by 
a court, that is correct.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Well, thank you for that. 
 The next question in clauses 1 through 7 is in 
clause 6. And that is repealing [section] 107F and ac-
tually goes back to the health officer/police officer 
point. And if you look at [section] 107F of the primary 
Act, this is about the demand of the person to present 
their identify . . . excuse me, forgive me, I put it back-
wards. This is about the need of the person attempt-
ing to give a ticket to produce their identify. And [sec-
tion] 107F at the moment relates to the public health 
officer.  

When you explained it, you referred to a po-
lice officer. It may be it is the same answer to the 
question you have already given, but are we effective-
ly taking the public health officer out of the Act itself, 
out of the primary Act and just having the police of-
ficer? And if the answer to that question is yes, is the 
reason why a police officer does not have to show 
identity . . . what is the reason for that? If you could 
answer those two questions. I think I understood the 
first point, and if I correctly understood the first point, I 
would just like to know why the police officer does not 
have the same obligation.  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I am just reading 
through this to answer the Honourable Member’s 
question. Just a moment, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
[Pause]  
 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, if I could perhaps 
get back to the answer. I am just waiting for some 
technical assistance from the drafter. 
 
The Chairman: That’s fine. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: With your leave, I would just like 
to . . . perhaps we can proceed. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, you can go to . . . 
 Are there any further speakers on clauses 1 
through 7? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I have heard 
from the drafter. The drafter indicated that the police 
are not required to show identification.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Right. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: So this particular provision ap-
plied to a public health officer who may not have been 
recognisable in their uniform, whereas police are rec-
ognisable. And they are not required to produce any 
type of identity in current legislation. That is with re-
spect to the police officers. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So to summarise: The reason for 
the removal of the obligation to show identification is 
because public health officers will no longer be able to 
do this function and it will now be limited to police of-
ficers. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That is correct. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Okay. That makes perfect sense. 
Thank you, very much. 
 
The Chairman: Minister, I think it probably wants to 
be clearer—if it is a police officer without a uniform, 
because this does not say “uniformed” police officer. 
You do not want to mislead the public.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Right. So I will pass that back to 
the Minister, I think.  
 So could the Honourable Minister kindly con-
firm. So if it is “uniformed” police officer, then there is 
no obligation to present identification. But as the 
Chairman has noted, if it is a police officer not in uni-
form, there would presumably be such an obligation. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Absolutely. I am certain that is 
probably part of their custom and practice. So what-
ever the code of conduct is for police officers, if 
somebody asks for them to produce identification, 
then they must do so.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And I had a question in respect 
of clause 7, but you have answered it, which is really 
we are taking away health officers and others and we 
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are limiting the power to take it to only those who are 
police officers. That is what clause 7 is clarifying.  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That is correct. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. Any further speakers to [claus-
es] 1 through 7? 
 No further speakers. Minister, do you want to 
move clauses 1 through 7? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I move that 
clauses 1 through 7 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 7 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 1 through 7 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 7 passed.] 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I do not know if I 
can pause for a moment to see whether or not Mem-
bers have had an opportunity to review the amend-
ment. 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Pearman, are you okay to contin-
ue? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, I have gotten an 
amendment via our Whip, from the Government Whip. 
That amendment, again, refers to clauses 8 and 
11(9).  

If there is a further document coming to our 
attention, I have not yet received it. I am happy to deal 
with the amendment to clause 8 if the Honourable 
Minister wishes. I understand the amendment and I 
see what is being done. But it was not clear to me 
from the Honourable Minister if this is an old docu-
ment, which is no longer being pursued in respect of 
clause 8, and if the amendment is now only at clauses 
10 and 11(9).  

If it is only at clauses 10 and 11(9), we can 
presumably deal with clauses 8 and 9 as they stand 
and move on. 
 
The Chairman: Minister, can you help us out there? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, the amendments . . . and I 
do not know what happened with respect to the circu-
lation so I have to apologise to Honourable Members. 
The amendments that have been drafted for Cham-
bers are amendments to clause 10 and clause 11(9).  
 
The Chairman: Okay. So we can . . . let’s move to 
clauses 8 and 9. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Okay.  

Clause 8, Mr. Chairman, amends section 
107H(2) of the principal Act to provide a penalty of 
$3,000 for the offence of refusing to answer questions 
as required by a police officer.  
 And clause 9, Mr. Chairman, amends section 
107J of the principal Act to remove references to the 
need to admit to the offence. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers?  

Any speakers to clauses 8 and 9? 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No, we are fine on clauses 8 and 
9. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. You want to move clauses 8 
and 9 for approval, Minister? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 
would move that clauses 8 and 9 stand, form part of 
the Bill and be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 8 and 
8 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 8 and 9 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Member, you have an amendment. 
Right? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I will start 
with [clause] 10. 
 
The Chairman: All right. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, clause 10 
amends section 107K of the principal Act to supply the 
Minister with the authority to prescribe the content of a 
public health penalty ticket in regulations and to pro-
vide clarity with respect to the court’s consideration of 
the guidance issued by the Ministry of Health in de-
termining liability of a person.  
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 10 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: And then amends section 
107K[(1)](f) of the [principal] Act to enable the Minister 
to specify a penalty for an offence under the Act not 
exceeding $10,000 for any offence.  
 
The Chairman: Members, are there any speakers to 
this amendment?  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman. [It is] MP Pear-
man. 
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The Chairman: Yes, Mr. Pearman, continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Although I still do not have the 
amendments, I think, in an effort to be helpful, my un-
derstanding is that the amendment to clause 10 is in 
identical terms to the amendment to clause 11(9). And 
if that is the case, I could certainly deal with the 
amendment on the floor if the Honourable Minister 
can confirm— 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I can confirm. That is absolutely 
correct. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Right. Okay. So what is happen-
ing here is that the fines for these various offences, of 
breach of the Public Health Act, are now being in-
creased so that instead of being fines not exceeding 
$1,500 they are now fines not exceeding $10,000. 
Correct? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I’m sorry, MP Pearman. I 
missed part of your question. I’m sorry.  
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: That’s all right. I may be stating 
the obvious, but I am just trying to clarify as I do not 
have the amending language.  

I think the Honourable Minister confirmed that 
the amendment to clause 10 is an amendment broad-
ly similar, if not identical, terms to the amendment to 
clause 9. I was inviting the Honourable Minister to 
confirm therefore that the amendment to clause 10 
was in effect increasing the penalty for the various 
offences identified in the primary Act at section 107K 
by increasing the penalties to an amount not exceed-
ing $1,500 to an amount not exceeding $10,000.  

Have I correctly understood the amendment? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: If I did not know any better, 
Honourable Member, I would swear that you drafted 
this amendment. You are absolutely correct.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: God! Don’t blame me!  
 There was a question in the debate Honoura-
ble Minister about who made the decision for this in-
crease. Are you able to answer that question?  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: This is a policy decision that 
was made, Honourable Member, by the Government.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And is there any assistance you 
could give the Honourable House as to why we are 
seeing such a dramatic increase from $1,500 to 
$10,000? 
 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. There are a number 
of penalties, as you could appreciate, that are under 
the Public Health Act as well as the Quarantine Act. 
And given the fact that we are still under a public 
health emergency and we are still trying to do what we 
can to protect our borders and protect our economy 
and the health and safety of our residents, we feel that 
offences that interfere with that should be dealt with 
accordingly and it sets a $10,000 fine, or up to a max-
imum of $10,000 fine, as a proper disincentive for 
persons breaching any of the public health orders or 
the quarantine orders.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Minister, you thanked me for that 
question. You may not thank me for this one.  

Given that we are now going to have fines of 
$10,000 for breach, are we going to see the regula-
tions that are coming into effect on Sunday, any time 
between now and Sunday? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: We are processing those very, 
very soon. And you would note from the [Standing 
Orders] that I do have an obligation . . . Government 
has an obligation to table any negative resolutions at 
the soonest opportunity. And I will do that. I will under-
take to do that and I will do that in accordance with the 
[Standing Orders].  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister.  
 Are you confident that they are negative reso-
lutions and not affirmative resolutions? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I am confident that they are 
negative resolutions. That is correct.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Those are all my questions, Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you, Honourable Minister, on clause 10. 
 
The Chairman: Okay.  
 Are there any objections to the amendment in 
clause 10? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The amendment to clause 10 is approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 10 amended.] 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to proceed with 
clause 11, please.  
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 11 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, as the Honoura-
ble and Learned Member indicated, the amendment is 
identical to what we just addressed in clause 10. 
[Clause 11] amends section 11(1)(f) of the Act to ena-
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ble the Minister to specify penalties for offences not 
exceeding $10,000. And this is in relation to the 
equivalent provision in the Quarantine Act, Mr. Chair-
man.  
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers to that, clause 
11? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Pearman. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 One quick question. This is an amendment on 
clause 11 which is amending the Quarantine Act 
2017, specifically section 11I, thereof, and as I under-
stand it, Minister, it is putting the fine up to $10,000. 
So, again, just to go to common sense laymen’s 
terms, if you breach quarantine, you might have to 
write a cheque or bring your credit card out or find a 
bag of cash for $10,000. Is that correct? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That is correct. That or any oth-
er offences that are listed under the Quarantine Act 
could have a fine for the offence not exceeding 
$10,000. You are correct. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, if I may. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, Honourable Leader and Prem-
ier, continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I know that there has been a 
significant amount of debate, and I think that it is im-
portant to note and to recognise that one of the things 
which we heard inside of the community is that there 
should be strict and severe penalties for persons who 
may violate provisions of quarantine.  

As you would recognise, of course Mr. 
Speaker, there are certainly exemptions to supervised 
quarantine. The question which was just posed by Mr. 
Pearman . . . and I certainly want to make sure that 
we are clearing this up, because this allows the Minis-
ter of Health to issue regulations to specify penalties 
for up to $10,000. That does not mean that all penal-
ties are $10,000. And those matters have to be issued 
under negative resolution in order to stipulate the mul-
tiple things.  

So, not every penalty may be that. We are 
speaking about penalties for, you know, if you remove 
a wrist band that you are supposed to be wearing, 
which is underneath the Quarantine Act, which is giv-
en when people arrive to the country. Or whether or 
not you leave your place where you are supposed to 
be in quarantine. I think what is important is what you 

would have heard the Minister of Transport say in the 
main debate, and other things of which was said in 
Government press conferences, is that as our vac-
cination levels increase there will be continued 
movement of the policy. But I think the most important 
thing is that we have multiple citizens that are saying 
that what we have to do is make sure that there are 
things which are used as a deterrent for people who 
would violate quarantine. So I do not want the Hon-
ourable Member to state that all items are $10,000. 
That is not what it is. This is to allow different penal-
ties to be given up to a maximum of $10,000, for 
whatever instances they may be spelled out for.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Premier Burt. 

Any further comments? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Just in response to that point, I was very care-
ful to use the language from the Bill which said “not 
exceeding.” So I would respectfully differ from the 
Premier if it was suggested that I was being anything 
but forthright, in terms of the language of the Act.  
 I have a further question on this clause. 
 
The Chairman: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: The Honourable Minister indicat-
ed that it was subject to the negative resolution pro-
cedure. I am just looking at section 172 of the primary 
Act, the Public Health Act [1949], which seems to 
suggest that where there are any “such regulations or 
rules [made for the] provision for the payment of fees 
or charges the affirmative resolution procedure shall 
apply.”  

So, I just draw that to the Honourable Minis-
ter’s attention.  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. I actually thought 
you were referring to the Quarantine (COVID-19) (No. 
3) Amendment Order [2021]. That is what I thought 
you were referring to. Which is— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: It is negative under the Quaran-
tine Act, and it is affirmative in respect of fees and 
charges under the Public Health Act. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Correct. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Okay. Thank you. You clarified 
my question.  
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: You are welcome. 
 Any further speakers?  
 Okay. Minister, you want to . . . Any objections 
to the amendment to clause 11? 
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 There appears to be none.  
 Clause 11 is approved as amended. 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 11 passed as amended.] 
 
The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, thank you. 
 I would now like to move all clauses, 1 
through— 
 
The Chairman: All the clauses have been moved. 
You can move the preamble. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Preamble? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I would like to move that the 
preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved? 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I now move that 
the Bill entitled the Public Health Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021 be reported to the House as amended. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill [enti-
tled] Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 be 
reported to the House as amended. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House [as 
amended]. 
 Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Health Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed with amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 4:40 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Members, are there any objections to the 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 being re-
ported to the House as amended? 

 There are none. The matter has been report-
ed with the necessary amendments. 
 We now move on to the next Order, which is 
the consideration of the Public Health (COVID-19) 
Emergency Extension (No. [3]) Order 2021 in the 
name of the Minister of Health. Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
move that consideration be given to the draft Order 
entitled Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Exten-
sion (No. 3) Order 2021 proposed to be made by the 
Minister of Health in exercise of the power conferred 
pursuant to section 107A of the Public Health Act 
1949.  
 
The Speaker: Members, are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

DRAFT ORDER 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am pleased to invite this Honourable House 
to consider the Order entitled Public Health (COVID-
19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021. Mr. 
Speaker, Members will be aware that the current Pub-
lic Health Emergency Order is scheduled to lapse on 
the 24th of June 2021. The Emergency Order in place 
since the 30th of June 2020 following the state of 
emergency in place from the 1st of April 2020 was 
made pursuant to section 107A of the Public Health 
Act 1949 and declares that a public health emergency 
exists in Bermuda due to a communicable disease 
that poses a threat to the Island.  
 Mr. Speaker, we live on a very small island. 
And as we all know from outbreaks in December and 
as recently as March and April, COVID-19 can spread 
quickly and impact our whole community as hundreds 
of persons test positive and thousands of persons end 
up in quarantine.  
 Mr. Speaker, we can slow the spread of the 
virus by following basic public health advice of wear-
ing a mask to cover our nose and mouth as well as 
physically distancing, downloading the WeHealth 
Bermuda app and avoiding the three Cs of closed 
spaces, crowded places and close-contact settings. 
The more barriers and space there is between you 
and others the harder it is for the virus to spread. And 
also, Mr. Speaker, we in our community are fortunate 
in that we have added another layer of protection, 
namely the COVID-19 vaccine.  

Mr. Speaker, as has been said many times, 
vaccines save lives. And it is no different with the 
Pfizer-BioNTech and the AstraZeneca vaccines being 
used in Bermuda right now. Both vaccines have prov-
en to be highly effective after two doses. If immunised 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/12251220b247ac8cd86d6539c4a72edb.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/12251220b247ac8cd86d6539c4a72edb.pdf
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and you do get COVID-19, you are likely to experi-
ence more mild symptoms and become less ill as your 
body is better able to fight off the virus. This means 
we can keep people out of the hospital and have few-
er deaths due to COVID-19.  

With the reduced viral load in your system, it 
is also hoped that you are less likely to transmit the 
coronavirus as well. While researchers continue to 
delve into the impacts of vaccines on transmission, 
the initial studies are very promising. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government is firmly of the 
view that the COVID-19 vaccine is the key to our re-
turn to normal. Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s goal of com-
munity immunity will be achieved when 70 per cent of 
the population has been immunised. To date, 64 per 
cent of the population has been vaccinated with one 
dose, and 55.4 per cent of the population has been 
immunised with two doses. But when you take that 
into consideration, just the eligible Bermuda popula-
tion, and those mainly, Mr. Speaker, from the age of 
12 and above, 72.2 per cent of that population has 
been vaccinated, and 62.5 per cent of that population 
has been fully immunised. And these are great results 
so far, Mr. Speaker, and I have to extend, again, a 
thank you to all the people who have taken the step to 
get their vaccination to protect themselves, their fami-
lies, and our community. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a Government we recognise 
it will take more time to reach that goal of community 
immunity. Therefore, a more immediate goal is the 
immunisation of 90 per cent of persons over 65 years 
of [age], which is our most vulnerable group. And I am 
very pleased to report, Mr. Speaker, that while 6 per 
cent of residents over 65 years old are vaccinated 
now with one dose, an impressive 76 per cent are fully 
immunised with two doses, which means that we are 
well on our way to achieving our goal of at least 
82 per cent being immunised. And, again, that is of 
the age group of over 65-year-olds which are our most 
vulnerable.  
 To repeat, Mr. Speaker, preventing infection, 
the onset of the disease itself, and community spread 
via a programme of mass vaccination will be a critical 
part of how we navigate our way out of this pandemic. 
We have all felt the impact that COVID-19 has had on 
us personally, and we all know how it has impacted 
our Island’s economy. Getting vaccinated is an inte-
gral part of our ongoing collective effort to reduce the 
spread of the virus here on the Island. This is essen-
tial, not only for our health, but also to allow us to re-
turn to a sense of normality within our lives. And if you 
have not had the vaccination, we please invite you to 
speak to your doctor or a trusted medical professional 
to help you to make an informed decision. 
 Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, as we 
all know, COVID-19 was caused by a new virus that 
spread quickly throughout the world. Unfortunately, it 
still exists in large part because it can be transmitted 
so easily between people who are in close contact or 

through coughs and sneezes. While most infected 
people suffer mild flu-like symptoms, some become 
seriously ill and some even die. 

Mr. Speaker, in my role as the Minister of 
Health I consulted with the Chief Medical Officer and 
determined that a communicable disease of the first or 
second category, namely COVID-19, continues to 
pose a severe threat to public health in Bermuda. The 
recent outbreak which saw both a sharp rise in posi-
tive cases and an increase in deaths highlighted the 
impact of variants of concern. In this case the UK var-
iant of COVID-19, the B.1.1.7. To control and contain 
the spread of infection, public health measures such 
as those provided for in regulations will continue to be 
relevant and necessary beyond the 24th of June 2021. 
This Order before us now, Mr. Speaker, will extend 
the Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Order 2021 
made under the Public Health Act 1949 to permit the 
Governor to continue the Public Health (COVID-19 
Emergency Powers) Regulations 2021 which imposed 
extraordinary measures necessary in the interest of 
public health to prevent, control and suppress COVID-
19.  

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware that the Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency 
Extension (No. 2) Order 2021 was made under the 
positive resolution procedure effective the 25th of April 
2021 for 60 days, due to expire on the 24th of June 
2021. However, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
rage globally and the public health emergency contin-
ues to exist on our shores. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 107A(3) of the Public Health Act 1949, I 
bring the Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order [2021] 
to this Honourable Chamber to prolong the state of 
public health emergency for a further 60 days ending 
on the 23rd of August 2021. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. MP 
Pearman.  
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you to the Honourable and Learned Minister.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Opposition is not here to be 
critical for the sake of criticism. What I have always 
tried to do when I have spoken in this Honourable 
House is to point out things I believe the Government 
is doing well and to point out sometimes things that I 
believe the Government could do better.  

Let me start with this: The news from the 
Honourable Minister of Health that there are those 
64 per cent of our Island who have had at least one 
dose of the vaccine is heartening news. The goal is to 
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get to herd immunity. And as a matter of logic, those 
people who have had at least one dose are likely to 
have a second. And 64 per cent may not be the num-
ber that Government was hoping to be at for May 
(was their target) but nonetheless, again, credit where 
credit is due. It is a good number for those trying to 
get to herd immunity which we should all be trying to 
do whether or not we wish to have the vaccine, be-
cause if the Island can achieve herd immunity, every-
one will be safer whether they are immunised or not 
immunised.  

Likewise, let me also commend the Minister 
for the point about the over-65s, the most vulnerable. 
The statistics and numbers that she just presented to 
this Honourable House are indeed heartening and 
very good news indeed. I also think it is commendable 
that this jurisdiction, this country, this Island has taken 
as important the respect for personal choice. And the 
fact that whether or not someone chooses to be im-
munised is a matter between that person and their 
doctor, or indeed a matter between that person and 
their family, or indeed a right of a particular person as 
an individual if he or she so chooses. And so those 
are the positives here. 
 But what is this Order actually doing? This 
Order is extending emergency powers for another two 
months. Mr. Speaker, many, many months ago when 
we stood up to consider emergency powers being 
wielded under the Constitution, before they were 
moved to the Public Health Act, there were some con-
cerns expressed as to the length of time for which 
emergency powers are extended. Because as a mat-
ter of liberty and fundamental principle, emergency 
powers should always be no broader than is absolute-
ly necessary.  

Why do I say that? Because it is an infringe-
ment on personal liberty. It is the State telling the citi-
zen what he or she is allowed to do. And sometimes, 
Mr. Speaker, that is necessary and that is the lan-
guage of this particular Act—necessary—but it should 
be no wider than is absolutely necessary. So, in re-
spect of this extension of time which seeks a further 
two months for emergency powers, our position (and it 
is offered respectfully) is that you have to look at the 
community that we serve. 

For 18 months––I may have the number of 
months wrong now but it has been a long time–– 
Bermudians have laboured collectively under signifi-
cant fundamental and draconian restrictions. And all 
of us—all of us—are feeling beaten down and frus-
trated and fed up. Those of us who follow the rules 
follow the rules because we know we are trying to 
help our fellow man and woman on this Island. But 
when we look and we see a position today where 
there are very few COVID-19 cases, where we are, as 
I said earlier today, on the downslope, hopefully—we 
all hope—and perhaps we are walking down the val-
ley below as well, I don’t know. And in those circum-

stances, Mr. Speaker, we wonder whether two months 
is too long.  

Now, we are supporting the extension. We 
would support a month. But I think this Government 
needs to take the pulse of the community. And the 
pulse of the community in my view, respectfully, is that 
they should be no broader and wider than need to be. 
So Parliament is sitting. We could come back here 
any Friday. We can pass a new extension Order very 
easily. And ultimately we are here to serve the people. 
And there is a palpable sense that the people are not 
being listened to on this issue.  

So, it is our respectful suggestion that, yes, 
there should be an extension but that one month is 
perfectly adequate and it can be extended on a 
month-to-month basis thereafter based on the COVID-
19 numbers, based upon the facts, based upon the 
science, based upon the medicine, but also based 
upon the toleration level of our community, because it 
is not just COVID-19 that is an issue for us. It is also 
mental health and economic decline. 

Mr. Speaker, just in closing, I think we have to 
look at the impact of these restrictions because when 
we are looking at these restrictions we are dealing 
with aspects of Constitution. And, you know, it is fine 
to point to a piece of paper and say how important it 
is, but why is it important? It is important because it 
regulates the rights of individuals, the human rights of 
individuals and the State, the Government.  

And I am concerned that some of the sugges-
tions are of questionable constitutionality. We are 
concerned that to restrict Bermudians from returning 
home is wrong. And we are concerned that a manda-
tory quarantine of non-immunised persons at their 
cost is highly likely to be unconstitutional.  

So, against those considerations, and there 
were others in the debate earlier from both sides who 
raised these concerns, we do invite the Government 
to have a re-think about this. It all seems to be a bit of 
a scramble. We have not seen the regulations for 
Sunday. And we hope the Government will listen, will 
learn and react in a sensible and positive way.  

In respect of this particular Order, Mr. Speak-
er, we would certainly agree it be extended. We would 
suggest it be extended for a month and then we look 
at the facts as they are on the ground in a months’ 
time. We are in session. Parliament is in session. It 
can very easily be extended if that is what the people 
wish and that is what the medical situation calls for. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution? 
 Any other Member? 
 None. Minister. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will happily speak.  
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The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker, thank you, 
very much. I had the understanding that one of my 
other Members was going to speak, but so be it. 
 Mr. Speaker, just very briefly about the exten-
sion of the public health emergency. I think that it is 
very important that we understand the construct of 
what it is that we are actually doing.  

There is no question that there is a public 
health emergency because there is a global pandemic 
which is still raging. And we all know this despite the 
wonderful statistics and how well we have done. We 
know that there is still a public health emergency that 
is required inside of this country and one that is glob-
al, based upon the fact that last January the World 
Health Organization issued a notice of a public health 
emergency of international concern. That public health 
emergency of international concern has not ended. 
We know further, Mr. Speaker, that also after that dec-
laration, clearly, they declared a pandemic. And we 
have been dealing with the coronavirus pandemic 
since that time. 
 It is important that we understand that the ex-
tension of the public health emergency allows the Min-
ister of Health the ability to make sure that rules and 
regulations are in place to control any possible spread 
of the coronavirus. Yes, these are the tools that are 
given to institute items such as curfews. Yes, these 
are the tools that are given to implement items such 
as the restrictions on freedom of movement. And yes, 
I would firmly agree with all of this thing that there are 
items which have to be taken lightly. That is the rea-
son why when we passed this amendment last year, 
we ensured that it had to come back to the House of 
Assembly so that it could be democratically voted on 
as to whether or not these matters should continue. 
And we will continue to come back to the House of 
Assembly in that manner. 
 But I think it is important that we separate 
what a public health emergency is and the regulations 
which fall under the public health emergency, because 
they are two different things. Now, what the Govern-
ment stated, as we laid out in April, our strategy for 
moving the country beyond the pandemic was a com-
bination of strict controls internally to eliminate local 
transmission combined with an increase of vaccina-
tions in the country combined with stronger and strict-
er protections at the border. Those are the three as-
pects, Mr. Speaker, that form part of the strategy to 
move Bermuda beyond the pandemic.  

When I gave the national address on behalf of 
the Government towards the end of April, I said that 
we would like for the public health emergency to be 
able to expire on the 24th of June when it was set to 
expire, Mr. Speaker. And we all know and we all un-
derstand that. But the conditions were that we had 
reached community protection, or that we had elimi-
nated local transmission. We have been relatively 

good on the local transmission side, Mr. Speaker. But 
the fact is that we have not yet reached community 
protection. 

What is important also to notice, Mr. Speaker, 
is that as of June 20th, by and large, most restrictions 
in the country are going to be lifted due to the excel-
lent work of all of us, as citizenry. And so the items 
such as mask restrictions in restaurants [and] things in 
which people do not want to do [such as] wear masks 
outdoors in the sweltering heat, all of those matters 
are being relaxed. So I do not want anyone who is 
listening to think that a two-month extension to the 
public health emergency means a two-month exten-
sion to restrictions, or curfew, or others types of mat-
ters. It is a recognition that in this country there is a 
public health emergency and the Government of the 
day must have the tools in which to deal with a public 
health emergency.  

And I think it is keenly critical that we under-
stand that, Mr. Speaker, because what we do not 
want to do is that we do not want to get to a place 
where the Minister is just declaring public health 
emergencies repeatedly, repeatedly and repeatedly. 
That is why we are bringing it this way. And that is the 
reason why, Mr. Speaker, we are extending it for two 
months, because we extended it for the longest pos-
sible period. If we run out of [a] place where we no 
longer need a public health emergency, no longer 
need restrictions, it is able to be ended. But it is very 
likely, Mr. Speaker, that before we rise we might have 
to bring another extension to make sure it lasts for the 
time that the House of Assembly is out on vacation.  

So these are the things, Mr. Speaker, which 
are important and I want everyone to understand what 
the framework is. The public health emergency and its 
extension allow the Government, allows the Minister 
of Health to issue regulations that will control the 
spread of an infectious disease, in this case the coro-
navirus. There is no doubt that we are in a public 
health emergency. There is no doubt that there is the 
danger of variants. And there is no doubt, Mr. Speak-
er, that we are still not out of the woods. When I spoke 
to the country on Tuesday night, Mr. Speaker, I said 
that the ending of most public health restrictions does 
not mean that the pandemic is behind us. And I think it 
is important for all of us to know and to remember 
[this].  

Mr. Speaker, I am human like all of us and I 
have feelings like all of us. And I have friends like all 
of us. And we recognise and we understand how con-
tentious issues have become over Government poli-
cies. But here is the thing, Mr. Speaker, leadership is 
extraordinarily difficult. You know that, Mr. Speaker, 
having been a leader. Members know that being lead-
ers themselves. And oftentimes you would have to 
make the best of two bad decisions. What I have 
learned in this time is that you cannot underestimate 
this virus. Whether it is the mutations we saw which 
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devastated our country when they came into place in 
March and we saw the massive spike in cases. 

Mr. Speaker, there was a time when Bermuda 
led the world in coronavirus statistics—the wrong way. 
Not the best way, Mr. Speaker, the wrong way. We 
had the highest infection rates, the highest of renewed 
cases on a per capita basis, hospitalisation—all of 
those things, Mr. Speaker. Our hospital, Mr. Speaker, 
was almost overflowing three days due to a highly 
infectious variant. And now, Mr. Speaker, the Delta 
variant is 60 times more infectious than the one that 
ran through our country. 

So as citizens we all have a responsibility. 
And we as leaders have to ask ourselves whether or 
not we wish to move beyond the pandemic. And so 
with the extension of the public health emergency to-
day, Mr. Speaker, I think it is important that we recog-
nise that we still do have a public health emergency. 
And until the public health emergency ends around 
the world, it is likely that we will still have restrictions 
here.  

However, Mr. Speaker, if we are able to get 
ourselves to community protection, if we are able to 
creep above . . . because the more contagious the 
variants are, the higher the level [of controls] of which 
we need. If we are able to creep above 70 per cent of 
the population or even move higher, then there can be 
a time when we can end the public health emergency 
here in the country, and at the same time make sure 
that we have strict controls in our Orders to prevent 
the importation of mutant variants. 

We have done a good job, Mr. Speaker, and 
none of it has been easy. No one likes making difficult 
decisions, but that is what our job is. And so I support 
the extension of the public health emergency today, 
Mr. Speaker. I think it is just and valid. We know that 
we are in a public health emergency. But I am excited 
to know that with this extension of the public health 
emergency for the first time since we entered a state 
of emergency in April (which was under the Constitu-
tion of the Public Health Act), to now, it is the first time 
that the Government will be able to relax social dis-
tancing restrictions, to relax a lot of the controls which 
we have to allow large groups . . . for the limit to be 
set at 100 to make sure that restaurants can reopen to 
full capacity and other types of things, Mr. Speaker, 
because we have made progress. 

So while we are still extending the emergen-
cy, it is important to note that the country is in the best 
spot that it has been since we entered this pandemic 
in April [2020]. And that is due to the hard work of the 
Minister of Health, the hard work of all the teams at 
Health and the hard work of all of the dedicated public 
officers who are doing all of the work, Mr. Speaker, to 
make sure that this strategy is executed.  

We are tired, Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt. 
We speak to public health officers, see public servants 
all the time who say that they want to get back to deal-
ing with policy. And so though we are extending this 

public health emergency, Mr. Speaker, it is great to 
know that we are seeing the light at the end of the 
tunnel. And the restrictions which will come into place 
on Saturday, as was mentioned by the Minister of 
Health in the press conference on Tuesday, will be the 
least restrictions this country has had since we began 
the pandemic.  

There is a little more to go. And in addition to 
the public officers, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the people of this country who by and large have 
stood by us and have understood the difficult deci-
sions that have to be made in order for us to return to 
a sense of normality. Pandemics are stressful. They 
damage public health and they damage mental health. 
And the only way we can repair that is by moving be-
yond them. And that is what this Government has set 
out to do, Mr. Speaker. So I support this extension 
and I thank the Minister of Health for her dedicated 
work over the past 16 months.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 No other Member, Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do 
not intend to prolong the debate. I think that the Hon-
ourable Premier summed up the position very, very 
eloquently.  

It is unfortunate that we are at this place still, 
but the reality of the situation is . . . and one only 
needs to look at Bermuda as well as internationally 
what the statistics are concerning COVID-19. We still 
are in the middle of a pandemic. One that none of us 
have ever lived through. None of us probably would 
have expected to have seen this. And the reality is 
that we still have to be able to have the tools to issue 
regulations to help to control the spread of COVID-19.  
 And with that, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
move that the draft Order be approved and a suitable 
message be sent to Her Excellency the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. The message will be sent 
and the appropriate message contained in it.  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Motion carried: The Draft Order entitled Public Health 
(COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021 
was approved.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. We now move on to the 
next item on the Order [Paper] which is [Order] No. 6. 
The Consideration of the Exchange of Land Agree-
ment between the Corporation of Hamilton and Hamil-
ton Warehouse Company Limited in the name of the 
Minister of Works.  
 Minister. 
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[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: We see you Minister but we do not 
hear you.  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

AGREEMENT 
 

EXCHANGE OF LAND AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CORPORATION OF HAMILTON AND 

HAMILTON WAREHOUSE COMPANY LIMITED 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I move that considera-
tion be given to the Exchange of Land Agreement be-
tween the Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton 
Warehouse Company Limited, reference those areas 
of lands situated in the city of Hamilton and the Is-
lands of Bermuda as described in the First Schedule 
hereto comprising 23.6 square feet and 107.4 square 
feet, respectively, hatched in yellow on the plan an-
nexed hereto and marked Plan B with the applicants 
hereto, if any, and subject to matters described there-
in and in accordance with the provisions of section 
20(1B) of the Municipalities Act 1923.  

Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the Minister 
proceeding? 
 There are none. 
 Proceed, Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I am pleased to introduce the draft Exchange 
[of Land] Agreement between the Corporation of 
Hamilton, a corporation existing pursuant to terms of 
the Municipalities Act 1923, and Hamilton Warehouse 
Company Limited.  
 Mr. Speaker, the two parties wish to enter into 
the agreement set out in the draft Exchange [of Land] 
Agreement. In July 2020, this Honourable House ap-
proved the original exchange of land which occurred 
between the Corporation of Hamilton and the 
McCalmon Trust. However, after further review it was 
determined that there was another party, the Hamilton 
Warehouse Company Limited, that should have been 
included to complete this exchange. The Hamilton 
Warehouse Company Limited is the trust that owns 
one of the parcels of land that the Butterfield & Vallis 
Company supplied while the Hamilton Warehouse 
Company Limited owns the land to the east of the 
Warehouse.  
 Mr. Speaker, the House will recall that the 
rationale for the exchange was for the Corporation to 
complete a sidewalk running from Woodlands Road to 

the boundary of the City of Hamilton at Canal Road, a 
route frequently used by schoolchildren. In order to 
complete the sidewalk the following exchanges are 
required: 

1. Corporation of Hamilton to McCalmon 
Trust Limited, 64.6 square feet approved 
by the House in July 2020. 

2. McCalmon Trust Limited to the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton, 196.3 square feet ap-
proved by the House in July 2020. 

3. Hamilton Warehouse Company Limited to 
Corporation of Hamilton, 2.7 square feet. 
(This is the proposed exchange.)  

4. Corporation of Hamilton to Hamilton 
Warehouse Company Limited, 131 
square feet proposed exchange by this 
procedure. 

 Mr. Speaker, once the transactions are com-
pleted with both the trustees of the McCalmon Trust 
and the Hamilton Warehouse [Company] Limited the 
Corporation of Hamilton will receive a total of 199 
square feet of land in exchange for conceding 195.6 
square feet of land. 
 Mr. Speaker, section 20(1A) of the Municipali-
ties Act 1923 requires that any agreement for “(a) the 
sale of land which is the property of the Corporation; 
or (b) a lease, conveyance or other disposition of any 
interest in land which is the property of the Corpora-
tion, being a lease, disposition or conveyance ex-
pressed to be for a term exceeding twenty-one years 
or for terms renewable exceeding in the aggregate 
twenty-one years, and any related agreement, must 
be submitted in draft to the Minister for approval by 
the Cabinet, and by the Legislature.” 
 Mr. Speaker, the draft Exchange [of Land] 
Agreement is such an agreement. It has been submit-
ted to the Minister and has been approved by the 
Cabinet. It is now before this Honourable House for its 
approval in accordance with section 20(1B) of the 
Municipalities Act 1923, which provides that the ap-
proval of the Legislature shall be expressed by way of 
resolution, passed by both Houses of the Legislature, 
approving the agreement and communicated to the 
Governor by message. 
 Mr. Speaker, this concludes my presentation 
of the draft Exchange [of Land] Agreement and I sub-
mit it for consideration. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: MP Cannonier, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, thank you. Thank you, 
Minister for this consideration.  

http://www.bermudalaws.bm/Laws/Consolidated%20Laws/Municipalities%20Act%201923.pdf#:%7E:text=MUNICIPALITIES%20ACT%201923%20%E2%80%9Cextraordinary%20municipal%20election%E2%80%9D%20means%20a,%E2%80%9Cjoint%20occupier%E2%80%9D%20respectively%20include%20joint%20owners%20or%20joint
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 I was questioning whether we had done this 
already in looking at the Schedules, but of course, the 
Honourable Minister has cleared up the question that I 
did have.  

[We] recognise that it requires approval by 
Parliament. And we are in full agreement with this so 
we do not have really much to say. We have visited 
this before. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to make 
a contribution?  
 [There are] none.  

Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I now 
move that this Honourable House in accordance with 
sections 20(1A) and (1B) of the Municipalities Act 
1923, approve the Exchange [of Land] Agreement 
between the Corporation of Hamilton and the Hamil-
ton Warehouse Company Limited as set out in the 
attached draft of the agreement and that the appropri-
ate message be sent to the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections.  
 The appropriate letter will be sent to the Gov-
ernor.  

 
[Motion carried: The Exchange of Land Agreement 
between the Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton 
Warehouse Company Limited was approved.] 
 
The Speaker: We now move on to [Order] No. 7, the 
final item of the day— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: I beg your pardon. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Clerk: There is no relevant message for the 
Governor on these two pieces right here. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. No problem. Noted.  
 —consideration of the Sale and Purchase 
Agreement between the Corporation of Hamilton and 
Arnold’s Discount Limited. 
 Minister. 
 

AGREEMENT 
 

SALE AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CORPORATION OF HAMILTON AND 

ARNOLD’S DISCOUNT LIMITED 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, thank 
you. 

I move that consideration be given to the Sale 
and Purchase Agreement between the Corporation of 
Hamilton and Arnold’s Discount Limited, reference 
areas of all that triangular parcel of land measuring 
358 square feet situated in the Islands of Bermuda 
together with the appurtenances thereto and the 
dwellings directed thereon or on part thereof and 
known as land adjacent to 20 North Street, City of 
Hamilton, HM 12, and as described in the Schedule 
annexed and hatched in red of the plan, also annexed 
hereto, and in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 20(1B) of the Municipalities Act [1923]. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to introduce the 
draft Sales Agreement between the Corporation of 
Hamilton, the Corporation existing pursuant to terms 
of the Municipalities Act 1923, the vendor, and to Ar-
nold’s Discount Limited, the purchaser, a local com-
pany incorporated in Bermuda.  

Mr. Speaker, the vendor and the purchaser 
wish to enter into the agreement set out in the draft 
Sales Agreement. Section 20(1A) of the Municipalities 
Act 1923 requires that any agreement for “(a) the sale 
of land which is the property of the Corporation; or 
(b) a lease, conveyance or other disposition of any 
interest in land which is the property of the Corpora-
tion, being a lease, disposition or conveyance ex-
pressed to be for a term exceeding twenty-one years 
or for terms renewable exceeding in the aggregate 
twenty-one years, and any related agreement, must 
be submitted in draft to the Minister for approval by 
the Cabinet and the Legislature.” Mr. Speaker, the 
draft Sales Agreement is such an agreement.  

It has been submitted to the Minister and has 
been approved by the Cabinet. It is now before this 
Honourable House for its approval in accordance with 
section 20(1B) of the Municipalities Act 1923 which 
provides that the approval of the Legislature shall be 
expressed by way of resolution, passed by both 
Houses of the Legislature, approving the agreement. 
 Mr. Speaker, this concludes my presentation 
of the draft Sales Agreement. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Minister, just for clarification, in fact the mes-
sage does have to be sent to the Governor for the 
previous one and this one. Okay? 
 Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Cannonier, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, unlike the previous Exchange, this actually is a 
sale of land and so we would like to congratulate the 
Corporation on this opportunity that they have taken. I 
am very familiar with the lot of land that is spoken of 
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and it does only make sense that Arnold’s would want 
to purchase such a property.  

Hopefully that means that they can continue 
on in business and to ensure that they offer some of 
the great prices they do as a warehouse shopping 
supermart-type. So we are in complete agreement 
with this here and glad to see it.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 There are none other. Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I now 
move that this Honourable House in accordance with 
sections 20(1A) and (1B) of the Municipalities Act 
1923, approve the Sales Agreement between the 
Corporation of Hamilton and Arnold’s Discount Limited 
as set out in the attached draft of the agreement and 
that the appropriate message be sent to the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections.  
 The appropriate message will be sent to the 
Governor.  

 
[Motion carried: The Sale and Purchase Agreement 
between the Corporation of Hamilton and Arnold’s 
Discount Limited was approved.] 
 
The Speaker: Members, that brings us to the close of 
the Orders for today. And we will now go to our third 
readings. I will first call on the Minister of Finance.  

Minister of Finance, would you like to do your 
third reading for [Order] No. 1? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move the Bill entitled 
the National Pension Scheme (Occupational Pen-
sions) Amendment Act 2021 be now read the third 
time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none, proceed Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
NATIONAL PENSION SCHEME (OCCUPATIONAL 

PENSIONS) AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 

Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now read a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: Members, the Bill has been read a third 
time by its title only and has now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: National Pension Scheme (Occupa-
tional Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 was read a 
third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to do your sec-
ond one? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move the Bill entitled Economic Substance Amend-
ment Act 2021 be now read the third time by its title 
only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the Bill be-
ing read by its title only? 
 None. Continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now read a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and has now passed. 
 Thank you, Minister.  
 
[Motion carried: Economic Substance Amendment Act 
2021 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Health.  
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Minister of Health. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Minister of Health. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. I–– 
 
The Speaker: I am going to make a comment. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Sorry. 
 

STATEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 
The Speaker: Premier, before you start I am going to 
make a comment. We have had confusion today in 
reference to amendments around this. And a lot of the 
implication was that the fault was on this side. I did not 
appreciate that. I would expect the Minister to have 
been here to do her third reading because, had the 
proper procedure been followed when the amend-
ments were to have been forwarded, we would not 
have had the confusion we had earlier. And on top of 
that confusion now we have this.  

That has got to be cleaned up, Premier. When 
you speak with your Ministers, I would appreciate it if 
you get this in order. 
 Go ahead, Premier. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Premier, go ahead and continue. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I welcome the explanation [for] 
the House for . . . which Standing Order I am actually 
suspending. I would like to move that . . .  
 
The Clerk: Twenty-one. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable to me to read the third read-
ing of the Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 
by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections?  
 There are none. 
 Continue. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 be read 
for its third time by its title only and passed. 
 

The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and has now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 
2021 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Premier, being that you are in front of 
the microphone, will you do the next item? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Certainly, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that this Honourable 
House do now adjourn until Friday, July 2nd. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Does any Member wish to speak to that? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will certainly be speaking but I 
know that one of my Members— 
 
The Speaker: No, you can speak now. You can 
speak now; I have no objection to you speaking now, 
Mr. Premier. You were ready. You have the micro-
phone, you can continue. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Some Hon. Members: Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Is that MP Wade? 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: It is, Mr. Speaker. How are you this 
evening? 
 
The Speaker: I am getting better. 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: I saw that you were rushing us off, 
Mr. Speaker. I do apologise as my mute button took a 
while to unclick, as they say. 
 
The Speaker: Well, if the mute button does not move 
quick enough the gavel sure can. 
 

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 
FOR OUR SPORTS CLUBS 

 
Mr. Jason Wade: I have heard, I have heard! 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak about the 
Government’s initiative that we followed through on 
yesterday in ensuring that we provided capital devel-
opment funds for our sports clubs. Mr. Speaker, as 
you know I was the president of the Southampton 
Rangers Sports Club for four years and the initiative is 
heart-warming to me because I know first-hand how 
much these sports clubs need these funds. 
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 Mr. Speaker, these funds are going to be 
used for things such as lighting, things such as im-
proving the changing rooms for our youth teams, for 
our senior teams, for improving the equipment around 
the fields around the whole Island. So it will not just 
Southampton Rangers (but that is my club, as you 
know, Mr. Speaker) but for all of the clubs around the 
Island that received the funds yesterday I know that 
they will go to good use.  
 Mr. Speaker, I correct that to say that, as the 
president of Southampton Rangers, it was hard to be 
the leader of Southampton Rangers. Tough decisions 
had to be made as the president of Southampton 
Rangers. And I say that to say that we now find our-
selves in a very tough position as a country.  
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Mr. Jason Wade: We were voted in to make these 
tough decisions. We knew that these tough decisions 
would have to be made. This Government does not 
take lightly that the restrictions that go into place on 
the 20th are going to be tough for many for our voters. 
Many of them! But we were voted in to make these 
tough decisions, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, we have gone back and forth as 
a caucus on these restrictions, back and forth. And 
what I will say, Mr. Speaker, is that the dialogue has 
been robust. Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day this 
country cannot afford to have what happened in 
March and April of this year and November of last 
year happen again. We cannot afford it, Mr. Speaker. 
Those are the facts.  

Those are the facts that we are presented 
with today and this is the advice that we have taken 
from the experts. We have not taken this advice from 
the conspiracy theorists. We have not taken this ad-
vice from those know-it-alls who create the news. No. 
We have taken this advice from the professionals, the 
professionals who have studied these pandemic dis-
eases that we have today.  
 So, what I will say, Mr. Speaker, is our leader-
ship is strong. I have butted heads personally with our 
leadership, but what I will say is that this is the advice 
that we have been given. It is not forever. I think the 
Minister of Health stated it earlier, and the Premier 
stated it earlier. These restrictions will not be forever.  

What we are trying to do is to get to a point 
where we do not have to have these restrictions any-
more. And yes, they are inconvenient. I receive nu-
merous calls from my constituents saying how incon-
venient these restrictions are. But, Mr. Speaker, what I 
will say to them is this: We hear you. We understand 
what you are going through. What we are trying to 
avoid is what happened in April and March of this year 
where the Government had to shell out millions of dol-
lars to support those who were out of work. We can-
not afford to do that again. 

 So, Mr. Speaker, I end with this: I say to the 
Bermuda listening public, we hear you. We hear your 
frustrations. We hear your support as well. But we 
hear the frustrations. Hold on a little while longer and 
we promise you, things will get back to normal. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution?  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Cannonier, you have your 30 
minutes. 
 

‘REVOLVE AROUND THE WORLD’ 
LARGE GATHERING BREACHES  

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I wanted to start off where we just heard from 
our Minister that we have to continue to still wear our 
masks and socially distance ourselves. And with all 
the controversy that seems to be taking place here 
lately, I think it is important again that I reiterate what I 
have said in the past. And that is that we need to be 
very clear to the public on exactly what it is that we 
are expecting of them and we, as leaders ourselves in 
return, need to be living by these guidelines that have 
been set out—that we continue to socially distance 
and that we continue to wear masks, especially if we 
are not in the setting of our immediate families. 

What begins to get disturbing for me is when, 
not too long ago, when we— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I just want to make sure the Honourable 
Member is aware, because he said the public health 
regulations and guidelines. The public health regula-
tions and guidelines in May were revised and can be 
found on the Government website in regard to mask-
ing and social distancing. Masking and social distanc-
ing do not apply to persons who have been vaccinat-
ed and people who have been vaccinated can meet 
indoors and outdoors without masks. And that I think 
is important that the Honourable Member knows be-
cause what he just stated was not the correct public 
health guidelines which exist. It is not restricted just to 
your family members. That changed in May.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Continue. 
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Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I would like to clarify. I did 
say, Mr. Speaker, especially if you are not within your 
family circle, to qualify exactly what I was saying. So 
for those of us who want to continue to practice the 
guidelines that have been set out, I simply was reiter-
ating that especially amongst your family members, if 
you still want to wear masks then you can. 

I will accept what the Premier was trying to in-
terject there, but what begins to get confusing is that 
on May 28th, the Premier, when he was calling for 
folks to come up to the Stadium, then said, you know, 
Those of you take heed. (These are his words.) You 
still need to social distance and wear a mask. But yet 
we continue to see things like Revolve who are now 
being investigated because we can see that social 
distancing was not taking place and that masks were 
not being worn. Only (and hopefully the Premier can 
clear this up) for us to then see a video this week of 
the Premier floating on a lilo and there was a party 
going on, on a boat, that he was attending. And 
whether or not these folks are SafeKey’ed or not, so-
cial distancing was not taking place as he asked for 
on May 28th (for those who are SafeKey’ed), and 
masks were not being worn.  

This was after the Government had called for 
an investigation into Revolve for the exact same mat-
ter. And so this is what is causing confusion amongst 
the people in Bermuda so that when they see our 
Leader saying one thing and then doing another, per 
se, in their perception they are confused and they 
begin to get angry.  

You cannot have videos being circulated like 
this here that show a complete disregard, as you lis-
ten to the public, a complete disregard of the very 
things that the leaders are saying that you must up-
hold. And this is where the confusion, and this is 
where the anger is coming in.  

So when the Minister today said that we need 
to continue, as I said, to wear our masks and we need 
to continue to safeguard, if these videos continue to 
come out then the public has every right to be in-
flamed. The public has every right to be upset when 
we tell them even if you have SafeKey that you have 
to wear a mask and social distance, but yet we see 
our leaders doing the complete opposite.  

This is a concerning matter and if it is not 
cleared up, I can assure this Government it is going to 
get worse because people are angry now. And I am 
sure the Government feels it. The debates that we 
had today clearly show that people are upset. And so 
we have got to as leaders act out and live what we are 
preaching. 

I mean, we had not too far in the past where 
Ministers were removed from positions because of not 
following guidelines. But that does not seem to be 
continuing to happen. We continue to see videos that 
show a flagrant disregard for the very things that we 
have already put in place. And if the Premier does not 
get a hold of this, it is going to be continually challeng-

ing for him to get people to agree to the guidelines 
that he is putting forward because it appears as if we 
are being two-faced. That is what it appears like. So 
we have got to do away with this kind of thing and it is 
important that our leaders ensure that they practice 
what they are preaching.  

So, as I have said in the past, if you want to 
clear it up then put the full matter out there. I mean, 
the Premier just today is talking about, you know, We 
are moving in a great position here. We are going to 
be removing restrictions like we have not had before. 
But yet the Premier not too long ago, just the other 
day, was saying in the paper that this winter is going 
to be one of the worst winters we have had concern-
ing COVID-19. Those are two completely different 
statements being made. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order.  

We will take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I know the Honourable Member 
swears by what is written in the Royal Gazette, but I 
am not entirely certain that the Honourable Member 
attended the Bermuda Captive Conference. In my 
comments I spoke specifically that the pandemic in 
this world is not over, even though it seems as though 
there is a lull currently. And if we do not have strong 
protections at our borders, we could see this situation 
get worse again. That was what was relayed to the 
Bermuda Captive Conference. So I know that the 
Honourable Member is trying to make a point, but he 
cannot make a point if he is using incorrect facts, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP, just be guided by the comment. 
But continue. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Sure. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 That is why it is important, as I have already 
said, that the Premier needs to qualify his statements 
and ensure that he qualifies them over and over so 
that the people understand it. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order.  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. He is saying that I am required to 
qualify my statements. He was taking the information 
from the Royal Gazette and using it. If he would have 
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followed and watched the actual things, I spoke clear-
ly to what took place. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Be guided, MP. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you.  

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, I am guided by what 
the Premier has said and I am taking to heart exactly 
what he is saying. But if the print media is putting out 
something that is false then it is incumbent upon the 
Premier to ensure that he corrects it, because people 
are following the media and people are also following 
the Premier and the leaders in Cabinet and the likes.  

So, if misinformation is out there, so that it 
does not propagate and get all throughout the Island 
that, Oh-oh! The Premier said this here that in De-
cember it is going to get worse, without qualifying it, 
that is what people are saying. Just like when the 
Premier does not give a complete qualification to oth-
er matters, then people will go off and make assump-
tions. And all I am saying is that the Premier needs to 
qualify these things to ensure that the people are 
clear.  

That is why the anger is out there right now. 
Because more qualification needs to be given to a 
very emotive issue in this Island. And so they are as-
suming that the Premier is saying at a conference that 
it is going to be worse in December if we do not follow 
guidelines and the likes, then if they are misinterpret-
ing that, it is important that they do not have the wrong 
interpretation of what the Premier was attempting to 
say. 

So I accept his qualification, but I do believe 
not enough people are listening right now to have 
heard that. He needs to get out and to qualify it and to 
ensure that the general populace is aware. And if the 
media is misquoting him, he needs to call out the me-
dia. He has had no qualms about calling out the me-
dia in the past about what has been said or what they 
thought he had said in the past. He needs to qualify it. 
He has made no bones about doing that. And this is 
just another case where he should be on top of it, en-
suring that the media gets it correct. That is all I am 
saying.  

So I appreciate that the Premier will qualify 
these things that I have brought up, especially the 
media that I have just seen where people are on a 
boat that he is attending and there is not any social 
distancing taking place. There are no masks being 
worn. But yet a week or two just before, this Govern-
ment is calling for an investigation into Revolve for the 
exact same thing. The Premier needs to qualify this 
here and clear it up. 

So I will move on to the second Member that I 
wanted to discuss this evening. And it is more of a 
question, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 

BERMUDA NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE 
CONTRACT 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I have been hearing that at some point in 
time, I do not know exactly when, that Government 
has awarded the contract (I will quote), for the Nation-
al Sports Stadium to the Damon Wade, the former 
Chairman of the PLP party. So I am hoping that the 
Premier can, or whoever the Minister is in charge, 
clarify this matter as to whether or not the contract has 
finally been awarded to the former Chairman of the 
PLP party, Damon Wade. That is question number 
one. And if this has been awarded to him, when can 
we expect a public statement to come out?  

I think the second question that I have con-
cerning this matter is that a lot was said back several 
years ago concerning the matter. In fact, a couple of 
years ago I even put questions forward as to whether 
or not the former chairman of the PLP party had been 
awarded the contract, because in his estimation when 
he spoke to me, he said that he had confirmation with 
him in writing that he had received the contract. But 
yet when I asked the questions formally, the then 
Honourable Member Foggo said that no, no contract 
had been awarded. I left it as it was.  

A lot has been said since then and I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, there were public statements being 
made by the PLP, and I can quote them. There was 
one quote, Mr. Speaker, that was done on December 
the 23rd, on Bernews, that said “Regrettably, the high 
moral standard that the Officers and Members have 
set for the Party” (meaning the PLP party) “and them-
selves was recently failed, and the Party has to act to 
protect and further enshrine its values. To that end, 
the PLP wishes to advise the public that the Executive 
Committee of the Party held an emergency meeting 
last week” (back then on December 23rd) “where a 
motion of no confidence was passed unanimously 
against Chairman Damon Wade. . . . The PLP has a 
zero tolerance policy regarding the exploitation of Par-
ty Office for personal gain and no public official acted 
inappropriately.” 

I am curious. And my question is, if in fact this 
contract has now been awarded to the former chair-
man, what has changed as far as the policy is con-
cerned? They were very strong about the fact that 
they have a zero tolerance for someone who they 
deemed to be acting in appropriately. So what has 
changed over the years for them now to award the 
contract to the individual that we are talking about for 
the National Stadium?  

The next question is, okay, we know that back 
then the former chairman of the PLP party actually 
had financing in place for this particular project. My 
question is, Is that financing still in place? Because 
when I last talked to him he was losing money be-
cause the Government had not moved on the con-
tract. So I am curious as to years later, does he still 
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have that financing in place? Or is Government now 
financing this, albeit, the taxpayer financing this par-
ticular project? It is important for the public to know 
this and to understand more clearly how the Govern-
ment has made an about-face concerning this matter.  

And so as we continue to try and qualify some 
of these things, I have not heard any public statement 
to the fact that the former chairman of the party has 
been awarded this particular contract. It would be 
good to now hear from our public officials, our leaders, 
as to whether or not this has taken place.  

I am sure that I will have some more ques-
tions that will follow from this here, but I am encourag-
ing this Government to now let us know why they 
have made an about-face on making some strong 
statements that they will not entertain anyone who is 
going to put the party in any jeopardy and that was 
seeking out for personal gain, as they stated, and 
made a quote to say that they would not tolerate any-
one exploiting their public office, or the party office, I 
should say, for personal gain. I have had talks in the 
past concerning this matter with those involved and it 
was clear to me that the expectation was that he 
would get the contract. 

Now, the next and last question I have, be-
cause so many years have passed, two years since 
the last statement was made, quite frankly a little 
more than that, from the actual Government and from 
the former PLP chairman, after so many years there is 
a policy in place that you would put this thing back out 
to tender because variables change. Within months, 
variables change. I am curious. If he has been award-
ed this contract, can the Premier, or whoever the Min-
ister is in charge, qualify why they did not put this par-
ticular tender back out to the public to bid on and 
simply just went ahead and awarded it to the very 
person who they shunned a couple of years ago?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have your 20 
minutes.  
 

NATIONAL HEROES DAY 2020/21 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, as you all know, we go into our 
National Heroes [Day] weekend. And I note that we 
have not designated any new heroes for this year, or 
last year. I think given the past 12 months, Mr. 
Speaker, there are many heroes that ought to be rec-
ognised this year—in particular, our frontline workers 
who have worked diligently, continuously under stren-

uous circumstances to address the COVID-19 crises 
that we face in this country.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to identify the retail 
hospitality workers who were challenged like they 
have never been challenged before. And still, some of 
them rose to the surface and helped keep our econo-
my floating even though they are doing so by the skin 
of their teeth.  
 I would like to identify the farmers and fisher-
man. The farmers continued to produce fresh prod-
ucts for the residents of Bermuda and the fisherman 
who had to be creative in delivering fish in our com-
munity. Actually, many of them were doing home de-
liveries. Again, [I take note of our] food security during 
these difficult times and the compromises and the 
challenges that these two professionals had to ad-
dress. 
 Mr. Speaker, other heroes that we should 
recognise are the [Royal] Bermuda Regiment and the 
[Bermuda] Police [Service] who made sure that our 
COVID-19 laws have been addressed and that the 
laws were abided by and they did so with aplomb, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, the parents . . . our parents of 
students who not only had to teach their own children 
at home, but at the same time manage a household 
and continue with their professional careers be it at 
home or in person doing their jobs.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would also recognise our 
teachers. Again, they had to teach from home in a 
new circumstance with online training. And they also 
had to deal with their families and young children 
while also delivering world-class tutelage to our stu-
dents here in Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, and we applaud the children for 
sticking in with their parents and continuing to take on 
their education with an expeditious manner and also 
doing all they can to make it a positive experience 
during a difficult time.  
 Mr. Speaker, our health care workers, I would 
also like to identify them as 2020/21 heroes because 
of the testing that they have done, the Molecular [Di-
agnostic] Lab, the staff at the King Edward [VII] Me-
morial Hospital who were challenged beyond belief in 
regard to dealing with friends and families during the 
difficult times during COVID-19 when people were in 
the hospital in intensive care, and also being with fam-
ilies who lost loved ones. These are the true heroes of 
Bermuda for 2020/21.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, I and the Opposition would 
like to officially salute our frontline service providers, 
our frontline people who helped support and provide a 
foundation for Bermuda to succeed through the 
COVID-19 crises.  

We salute you and we want you to recognise 
yourselves as the National Heroes of 2020/21.  
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FATHER’S DAY 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I would also 
like to take this opportunity to wish all of our fathers a 
happy Father’s Day. This should also be extended to 
fathers, grandfathers, great grandfathers and in addi-
tion, father figures.  

I know we all like to relax and cool out on Fa-
ther’s Day because it is one of our days. And I say 
when we relax, let’s relax with our families and our 
children and grandchildren, because you make a dif-
ference in their lives. They look up to you as their he-
roes, their guiding star. And so, Mr. Speaker, to all the 
fathers in Bermuda, all the father figures in Bermuda, 
to the fathers in the House of Assembly, I wish you all 
a very happy Father’s Day and do enjoy yourselves 
and enjoy the time that you have with your family be-
cause you are needed during this difficult time and 
you can be their guiding star.  

Thank you, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker.  
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition, Cole Hedley Simons.  
 Any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, that sounds like brother 
Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, it is. Thank you, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. Good afternoon, sir. 
 If I put on my video, I might lose my audio, so 
I am [going] to keep my video off.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker, over 
the last few weeks anyone who has been elected, 
whichever side of the fence they are on, anyone who 
is appointed, no matter which side of the fence, or no 
fence, they would have gotten messages from friends, 
family and constituents in some cases for elected 
Members.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: These messages would 
have said something along the lines of, My child can-
not afford to pay quarantine. Or my mom wants to 
quarantine that event. Or they will go so far as to say, 
The PLP is only working for rich people.  

It goes on and on, just in different ways. What 
some people tend to forget are the messages we get 
prior. Messages such as, I am a taxi driver and I am 
only taking in $20 per day. Messages such as, My 
wife worked at a hotel and has been laid off for one 
year. Or messages such as, I have had to shut down 
my business as “X” amount of my staff have tested 
positive. And in some cases we have had to get mes-
sages such as, My family member passed away last 
week due to COVID-19. 
 So, yes, as MPs we get them all, no matter 
which side of the fence we are on. As MPs, we are 
leaders in this country whether it be just as an MP or a 
Minister, either way you are a leader. So we have to 
ask ourselves, do we want our people out of work? 
No. Do we want our people shutting down their busi-
nesses? No. Do we want Mr. Augustus to come to 
pick up one of our constituents? No. You see, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, the sad reality is that Bermuda has 
the dubious record of over 30 persons passing away 
due to COVID-19. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 21 of those 
deaths are due to persons who broke quarantine 
sometime in February. So do we need more proof of 
the destruction of COVID-19? I would hope not.  
 Mr. Speaker, there are those who would at-
tempt to paint the picture that COVID-19 mitigation 
measures only take place in Bermuda, as if we are 
some bubble in the world that the Government just 
makes up rules, just does whatever it wants and just 
wants to irritate the people who voted for them. Let’s 
have a look at some similar jurisdictions, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  

In the Cayman Islands, the place that people 
love to tell us to be like, vaccinated persons have to 
quarantine for five days. Unvaccinated persons quar-
antine for 14 days. In Anguilla, unvaccinated persons 
have to quarantine at their own expense. In St. Kitts, 
where many of us have roots, they have now had a 
14-day lockdown instituted as of last week due to one 
incoming traveller who has now caused community 
spread. In St. Kitts, they have recorded the very first 
death due to COVID-19 this week. The prison now 
has 36 positive cases. They did not have this prior. 
But, again, it is the reality of the COVID-19 that we are 
dealing with. St. Kitts has now said that they only want 
vaccinated travellers—only. If you are not vaccinated, 
[they] are not interested in you being a tourist. 

If we talk about division, we talk about distinc-
tion. Yes, I understand. I understand that fully. In my 
own family many of my family members are not vac-
cinated. So there is a division to some extent. In the 
UK, Prime Minister Boris Johnson had planned on 
having a full reopening of the economy on June 21st. 
Guess what, Mr. Deputy Speaker. They have had to 
delay that by at least one month because of the rise of 
positive cases of the Delta variant. And for those who 
are not scientifically knowledgeable, the Delta variant 
is a variant that they have identified coming out of In-
dia.  
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So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, no, it is not just 
Bermuda. It is not just in Devonshire. It is not just in 
St. George’s. It is not just in Somerset that rules are 
being put in place to stop the carnage. It is all across 
the world. Yet, somehow in Bermuda, we have per-
sons who get up on Facebook, sitting around watch-
ing [INAUDIBLE] as if they just got a degree from Yale 
or Harvard and they know more than other persons 
who have studied this their whole lives. They send out 
these, some would say, innocent, WhatsApps but then 
[INAUDIBLE] tend to believe these things. Let me re-
mind [everyone of] some sad facts in Bermuda. Since 
March 2020, we have had 33 of our Bermudians die 
from COVID-19. And if we go even more granular, 
90 per cent of them were Black. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have had thousands 
of persons who have worked all their lives, persons 
who have degrees, persons who have trades, unem-
ployed for months on end. We have had to pay out 
$70 million to these persons to help get them through. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, $500 a week is not a lot of mon-
ey. But that is what we had to do to help our people.  

We have had a loss of over $200 million in 
taxes coming into this country, generated by busi-
nesses that are closed down—$200 million lost in our 
budget. What does that mean, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
That means we cannot pave the roads. That means 
we cannot cut the trees. We cannot give deserving 
public servants the raises that they need. It means so 
much. But what it means, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is that 
if we continue to have an outbreak, we will continue to 
have these financial losses.  

Our country is on a financial precipice, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. We cannot afford another outbreak. 
So, back to this wonderful disease called COVID-19. 
These Internet scientists expect us to just say, Oh, 
well, just open up the Island, everything is going to be 
fine, and we will not have any outbreaks. 

It doesn’t work that way, Mr. [Deputy] Speak-
er, unfortunately. The reality is all it takes is one, two, 
three persons who are positive [to] mix with the gen-
eral public and we are back to where we were in 
March. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is very easy for people 
to say that this Government does not care about peo-
ple and this Government needs to be replaced. But 
what people are not seeing behind the scenes is this. 
A lot of what has been going on has been a contrived 
attack on the leadership and the entire caucus of the 
PLP, Mr. Deputy Speaker. There are those who wear 
different political shirts other than green who have sat 
back and aided and abetted misinformation going out 
in society. Now, it is one thing to just win an election 
on your own. That is no problem. We do that all the 
time. But when you are going to lie and go put Ber-
mudian people’s lives in jeopardy to further your politi-
cal means, that is a problem, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Because none of us want to see Mr. Augustus pull up 
in our neighbourhood. But when you tell people, Don’t 

wear a mask, don’t do this, don’t follow your regula-
tions. David Burt is this, MP Burgess is the other, all of 
that is contrived to get people to disobey regulations 
put in place to save their lives. 

So, I say to the people of Bermuda, be upset! 
Call us! WhatsApp us. Ask us questions! That is what 
we are here for. And I challenge every MP to answer 
those questions. Yesterday I answered at least five 
different phone calls from persons due to these up-
coming regulations. But if you are an elected member, 
it is not your job to spread misinformation. It is your 
job to know the facts and tell the people the facts. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, as we move into [Na-
tional] Heroes Day, I want to thank all those young 
persons who have been on the front line taking nasal 
swabs, who been on the front line assisting, giving 
vaccines, to those persons who are calling to make 
sure persons come to their appointments, and so on 
and so forth. Because they are the true heroes of the 
last year, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Famous. 

Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises Honour-
able Member Mr. Pearman. You have the floor. 
 

 PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not usually speak in 
motion to adjourn and I only intend to do so if I think 
that there is something particularly important that I 
need to say. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: And I spoke earlier today on 
health legislation. I did so holding the brief in the ca-
pacity on behalf of the Shadow Minister. But I would 
like to just touch on this subject as myself, as MP 
Pearman alone. 
 What MP Famous just said is very interesting. 
He said that yesterday he had five phone calls on the 
regulations. Let me start by saying he is not alone. All 
of the MPs, I am sure, and certainly the MPs I have 
spoken with, have had phone calls, emails, conversa-
tions on the street, conversations in the office, con-
versations with masks, conversations without masks, 
conversations with family members, with friends, 
wondering what the heck is going on, on Sunday.  

What is this Government doing?  
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This is not, with respect to MP Famous, a 
contrived attack on the PLP. This is a problem where 
the Government has simply lost control of what is go-
ing on. You talk about answering phone calls on the 
regulations. Where are the regulations? This is Ber-
muda’s Parliament. Why were no regulations brought 
before this Honourable House today, in advance of 
Sunday, so that democracy can flourish and a debate 
could have been had about [this]?  

They are nowhere to be seen.  
We are told that they might appear on a web-

site between now and Sunday. But with respect, Mr. 
Speaker, and with respect to MP Famous, that is just 
not good enough. 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: These are people’s democratic 
rights and they are not just important, they are sacro-
sanct. And we as elected Members of this House of 
Assembly are supposed to defend them. And when 
the Government gets something wrong, we are sup-
posed to point it out. And to their credit, certain Mem-
bers of Parliament did so today, and not merely Mem-
bers of Parliament on my side of the aisle. And to 
those who spoke bravely and boldly, I commend you. 
And to those who suggest this is all a contrived attack 
on the PLP, I denounce you—because it is not!  

It is about democracy and human rights and 
constitutional rights. It is about the right of free move-
ment of people. It is about the right not to be deprived 
of your personal assets. It is about the right of any 
citizen to return to their homeland and not be prevent-
ed from doing so by an arbitrary law which prevents 
them from doing so without prior payment. These 
things are . . . and MP Burgess earlier today. He and I 
do not often agree. I will be fair. But sometimes we do, 
and on this one we do. He spoke to discrimination. I 
would put it slightly differently. I would speak to what 
is right and what is wrong. What is right is to recog-
nise that quarantine may well be required in a health 
crisis. What is wrong is to demand that that quarantine 
occur in a government facility and then charge the 
people for it! That is not right! 

It is not necessary for someone coming in 
who has chosen to be unvaccinated to have to go to a 
government facility and pay for it. They can go to their 
home. They can quarantine at home! It is not neces-
sary, and if you are asked why this is necessary, the 
only answer that is ever given is, Oh, well we can’t 
enforce it. What happens if someone flees? Well, if 
someone wants to flee and break the law, you don’t 
think they can do that from a government facility? Of 
course, they can. 

So, there are going to be people who follow 
the law, who recognise the rule of law, who respect 
the rules and try and follow them, and there will be 
people who don’t. And I am afraid that is just life. But 

that is no excuse to make bad law. It is an explanation 
why a good law must be properly enforced.  

And what we need to do, with respect, Mr. 
Speaker, is not mandate Bermudians to go to gov-
ernment facilities and pay through the nose to quaran-
tine, where they have chosen—as is their right—not to 
have the vaccine, but to require for medical reasons, a 
home quarantine. It is as simple as that. And if we are 
concerned that a home quarantine is going to allow for 
the spread of COVID-19, then we enforce a home 
quarantine. How do you do that? By a phone call to 
confirm they are there. Or by a police car or Regiment 
car driving by and saying Hi in a friendly, nonthreaten-
ing way. That is what’s about right and wrong. That is 
about human rights. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other matter that is very im-
portant here is the suggestion that Bermudians cannot 
return home unless they prove prepayment for the 
quarantine, those Bermudians who have chosen not 
to be vaccinated. Again, to me, that boggles the mind. 
If we cast our mind back [to] a few months ago we 
had mercy flights to bring Bermudians back, unquar-
antined, the unvaccinated Bermudians. Bermudians 
who may or may not have had COVID-19. Some 
Bermudians who did have COVID-19. But we paid to 
bring them back because that was our responsibility 
as a Government, as a society and as a community. 
So, why not mercy flights now? Why suddenly will 
people be stranded from their homeland simply be-
cause they made a personal medical decision not to 
have the vaccine? 

And let me be clear, Mr. Speaker. I have had 
the vaccine. My family has had the vaccine, or at least 
those who are old enough to do so. And I would sup-
port anyone considering having the vaccine to speak 
to their doctor and decide whether or not it is right for 
them to have the vaccine. So, I am not coming at this 
in some sort of ardent way. What I am saying is, it is 
about right and wrong. And what is being planned and 
proposed will treat one category of people differently 
from another. And I just don’t understand how that can 
be justified, and it is very difficult to understand how it 
can be justified without actually seeing the laws that 
will be applied to people. 

So, when I get phone calls, MP Famous, as 
you have, about the regulations, and emails and texts 
and social media tweets, et cetera, it is very difficult to 
answer it. So, I commend you if you have managed to 
answer those questions, because I am having a hard 
time doing so.  

What do I say to those people who are travel-
ing with children? What do I say? I got an email today 
[from someone] with children under a particular age, 
young children. It is simply not clear. And until it is 
clear, it is simply not fair.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I will end on that. This is an 
opportunity for the Government to have a rethink and 
for the Government to get it right. I am not suggesting 
that we abandon all the regulations. I am not suggest-
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ing that Bermuda should be a jurisdiction that runs 
wild. I recognise the health pandemic that exists. I 
recognise the problems in other jurisdictions. But on 
these two issues this Government has it wrong.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Pearman. 

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, Mr. Speaker, Ian-
thia Simmons-Wade. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons-Wade, you have the 
floor. You have your 20 minutes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Turn on your video. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: My video. I’m sorry. Is 
my video on? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 

 PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. As long as our borders remain open, the 
Indian variant will come into this country. The question 
is, not if, it is when.  

Our decision is to protect the borders, not to 
close the borders. The Indian variant is rapidly 
spreading all around the world. As Chris Famous said, 
Mr. Speaker, 7 per cent of the COVID-19 variants is 
the Indian variant in England. In other countries, the 
percentage of individuals with the Indian variant is 
rapidly increasing. The World Health Organization, Mr. 
Speaker, considers this variant to be of global con-
cern. This mutant is contagious, and it is more deadly 
than any of the other COVID-19 variants. 

The vaccine has proven to protect people 
from this variant as well. The decision to do mandato-
ry quarantine was not a decision that was taken light-
ly. So many things were put on the table, but this de-
cision was based on science. Many people question 
how quickly the vaccine came into being . . . rather, all 
the conspiracy theories exist. But no one can ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker, the number of positive cases and 
the number of deaths that have resulted from this 
vaccine [sic]. I do not think people who are concerned 
about the mandatory vaccine have found themselves 
in a situation where someone has gotten gravely ill 
from COVID-19 or someone who has died from 
COVID-19, because you know what it feels [like] to 
lose somebody who has had COVID-19.  
 In regard to calls, I have had many, many 
calls. Many calls. People are concerned because they 

cannot travel because they don’t have the vaccine. I 
have encouraged many people to speak to their doc-
tors, Mr. Speaker, to determine if the vaccine is the 
right thing for [them]. Everything was put on the table, 
as I mentioned, when this decision was being made, 
including quarantine at home.  

There is no rulebook, Mr. Speaker, to this de-
cision. The Government has made a decision, as I 
said, based on science, to protect our borders, to pro-
tect you, to protect our economy. Mr. Speaker, this will 
not last forever, but we want our country to be safe 
from this very, very deadly variant. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Simmons-Wade. 

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Adams. You have your 20 
minutes. 
 

FATHER’S DAY 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to begin actually by 
wishing all of the fathers a very happy Father’s Day, 
and this one as you know is quite— 
 
The Speaker: You are a new member to the club, 
right? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: I am a new member to the club, 
absolutely. 
 
The Speaker: There you go. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: I secondly want to thank MP 
Simmons-Wade actually for stepping in because she 
allowed me to calm down— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, your camera is not on. So, if 
you could adjust your camera. 

Okay, there you go. Continue on. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Mr. Jache Adams: And I just wanted to thank MP 
Simmons-Wade because she allowed me to calm 
down, because I was almost eager to respond to MP 
Pearman, but she allowed me to calm down and really 
start to focus on the message at hand. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, as you know, having been 
first elected in October, I am a new politician. I have 
been around politics practically my whole life as my 
grandfather, a former Government Minister, was 
elected when I was about 10 years old, and as I grew 



Official Hansard Report 18 June 2021 1649 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

older, so did my interest in politics. So, I ultimately 
decided to get involved with my party several years 
ago. 
 Mr. Speaker, I then found myself constantly 
thinking of ways to enhance our tourism product, ways 
to improve our education system, reduce the cost of 
living and constructive ways to deter our young men 
and women from using or selling drugs and so on. 
And you see, Mr. Speaker, I have had conversations 
with those older than me. I have felt as though we 
have gone off the track and I would often enjoy listen-
ing to their stories of how things used to be. I then 
spoke with my peers with fresh and new ideas, who 
value innovation, whose desire is for their country to 
be, dare I say, progressive. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have had so many of those 
conversations, whether it is about independence or 
budget debates, the Uighurs, the Pathways to Status 
and I can remember saying to myself, Why doesn’t 
the Government just do this? Or, Things would be so 
much better if they had just done that. But, Mr. 
Speaker, now that I am privileged to enter the room, 
as part of the Government discussing policies for this 
country, I can certainly say that leadership is not easy. 
Watch our leader, Cabinet and back bench colleagues 
discuss for countless hours on topics knowing that no 
matter what decision is made, there will be a group 
that is upset. It is an interesting space to be in, know-
ing that no matter what you decide, someone will be 
upset. And to then be asked to make these levels of 
decisions regularly is just exhausting.  

But, Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is a nation of true 
diversity. That is our real beauty. Men, women, Black, 
white, young, old, rich, poor, gay, straight, religious 
and those who are not; those with doctorate degrees 
and those with a GED; those who believe in inde-
pendence and those who don’t; those unionised and 
those not interested; those for Somerset and unfortu-
nately, those for St. George’s. I could go on, but the 
point is that none are more important than the other, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: And all deserve to be heard. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I 
thought the gentleman had said something incorrect. 
My bad. 
 
The Speaker: No problem. Continue on, MP Adams. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: So, it is important that all deserve 
to be heard, Mr. Speaker. I mention it because with 
this beauty of diversity comes an understanding that 
as a people, we just don’t all agree. We all have dif-

ferent experiences, different visions for this country, 
different expectations of this Government. And so, I 
have quickly learned that at the end of the day you 
just cannot be everything for everybody.  

Mr. Speaker, the mandatory quarantine facility 
is a great example. Certainly, an unpopular decision 
to many Bermudians, and we accept that. We under-
stand the frustration and the reasons why they are 
upset. But as I have said on many occasions, we must 
be prepared to go great lengths to protect the health 
and safety of our people. 

Mr. Speaker, too many Bermudians have 
been sick or died from this pandemic. Too many of 
our health care workers are exhausted fighting this 
pandemic. Too many businesses have shut down 
leaving people unemployed because of this pandemic, 
and so I say now is the time we focus on moving be-
yond the pandemic and recalibrate, as my colleague 
from constituency 2 likes to say, and refocus on our 
initiatives that we were elected on: A balanced budg-
et, education reform, universal health care, lowering 
the cost of living, renewable energy projects, develop-
ing FinTech, a national job strategy, building a nation 
of owners, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, put simply, we cannot deliver 
and best serve the people of Bermuda if all of our 
time, energy and resources are used fighting a pan-
demic. So, the question is, How can the Government 
best reduce the potential of another COVID-19 out-
break? What policies have other countries implement-
ed that allow them to now open their economy? What 
is the data telling us? 

Mr. Speaker, several colleagues of mine ref-
erenced the ways we have handled the COVID-19 
crisis well in 2020. But I would like to add that we 
trusted and were guided by the science then, and it is 
prudent that we continue to do so now. Despite what 
some believe, Mr. Speaker, the mandatory hotel or 
quarantine hotel decision is not meant to force people 
to get vaccinated. It is not designed to make anyone 
feel wrong or guilty for not being vaccinated. And it is 
certainly not motivated by some secret agenda for the 
Premier and others to gain millions of dollars from 
vaccine companies, Bill Gates and hotel owners. Mr. 
Speaker, it is aimed to protect this country from an-
other outbreak of future variants, aimed to save the 
lives of our people, aimed to position ourselves as a 
safe destination for tourists, aimed to avoid another 
economic shutdown, aimed to respect the fact that we 
only have one hospital, Mr. Speaker. It is aimed to 
move us beyond the pandemic. 

Mr. Speaker, I must reiterate, it is the science 
that guides the Government’s decision, not any desire 
or aim to discriminate against anyone. Health care 
and medical professionals, both internationally and 
locally advise that a vaccinated person is significantly 
less likely to transmit the virus than a nonvaccinated 
person. 
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Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I accept— 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Standing Order 19(7)] 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: We heard this earlier, Mr. 
Speaker.  

If you put this on a large screen, the Honour-
able Member is reading most of what he is saying. I 
appreciate that it was pointed out before to him. We 
are watching very, very closely here, and the Honour-
able Member is reading. If he could continue on as he 
is, he is making a great statement here, I would ap-
preciate it if he could continue on without referring to 
and looking at his notes continuously. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Cannonier. 

MP Adams, I know you are a new Member 
and just be mindful of the facts that notes can be re-
ferred to, but not read from. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I long for us to meet 
in— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Excuse me, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am lost as to how the Mem-
ber who is making the accusation against MP— 
 
The Speaker: I am not going to go back and forth. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Deputy, Deputy, Deputy, let me stop 
you.  

I am not going to go back and forth. I was talk-
ing to the new Member. I am addressing the new 
Member. I am comfortable with who we are and it 
does not need any further input. So, let me finish ad-
dressing the new Member, please. Thank you. 
 MP Adams, I am just reminding you of the fact 
that there is a process, and I am going to leave you to 
be guided by the process. Okay? Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Yes. Mr. Speaker, what I will say 
is I actually long for the opportunity when we can ac-
tually meet in person, so that the Opposition can see 
my notes, and so that we can sit there and throw this 

whole entire debate out. But, I will progress, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I accept— 
 
The Speaker: Continue on. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Mr. Speaker, I accept because the 
science tells us both that vaccinated and nonvac-
cinated persons can catch the virus. But the science 
goes on to demonstrate that a vaccinated person is 
significantly less likely to pass it on.  

So, Mr. Speaker, if the Government is trying 
to get back to a sense of normality whilst making sure 
the health and safety remain the priority of the Gov-
ernment, we must look at the data from various 
sources objectively, appreciate the delicate balance 
and use a risk-based approach. And by using a risk-
based approach, the focus must be our understanding 
[of] those who pose a greater risk of transmitting the 
virus. 

Mr. Speaker, the final point [that] I would like 
to remind MP Pearman [of is] that we have tried alter-
native solutions before, including quarantining at 
home and it did not work. We are confident in saying 
that the latest outbreak was a result of a single person 
carrying the UK variant [who] broke the rules. We real-
ly are living in a time— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order.  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: He is misleading the House. We 
did try quarantining at home previously and it did 
work. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

Continue on. Just be guided by the com-
ments. Continue on. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: If I am going to be guided by the 
comments, let him be guided by the science. It did not 
work. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on. Just speak to me. Don’t 
get side-tracked. Don’t get side-tracked. 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Well, I want to get side-tracked to 
show him that I am not reading. 

But anyway, we are really living in a time 
where a single person’s selfishness can affect the en-
tire country tremendously. But, Mr. Speaker, I will end 
with this: As my colleagues have emphasised, these 
restrictions are not forever. As we continue to assess 
results and data, we commit ourselves to reassess 
our policies. And so, come Sunday, I know we all wel-
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come the mention of lifting of further restrictions. I am 
appreciative of the direction we are headed, and I will 
continue to do my part to see us move beyond the 
pandemic. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Adams. 

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan, you have your 20 minutes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
will not need that much time. 

I just wanted to follow on from that young bril-
liant Member of Parliament who comes from a stock 
of folk that can look straight at you and present their 
word as if it were read. But as you see, he is longing 
for the day when he can be in the House so that his 
brilliance can be revealed. 
 
The Speaker: I will just remind you to flick on your 
camera if you can. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: It is on, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Ahh, we hear you, but we do not see 
you. 

Okay, now we see you. Continue. 
 

JUNTEENTH 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: My apologies, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, this weekend in the United 
States is now referred to as Juneteenth, and to many, 
Juneteenth was unknown, and much of the true histo-
ry of us in the African diaspora is unknown. And a lot 
of times, the truth is conveniently hidden and not told, 
and unfortunately not celebrated. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, in that vein I 
certainly had the opportunity over the past 10 days or 
so to become re-acquainted with the world as we 
once knew it because of the pandemic. I, like all of us, 
have been confined, rightfully so, and living under re-
strictions. 
 I want to start off by saying thank you to the 
State of New York, the Government, especially the 
State Historic Preservation Office, for allowing me, in 
my capacity as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 

the Golf Courses, to observe behind-the-scenes one 
of their most iconic state park golf courses along with 
a small contingent from Bermuda. The fulness of that 
visit will be revealed officially to the board and to the 
Minister and the Ministry. But I just wanted to take the 
opportunity to say thank you to those on the floor of 
this House for reaching across the divide with us to 
partner in ways which I think will be mutually benefi-
cial as we learn from each other about how to do 
things better and more efficiently, and how govern-
ment-to-government operates. 
 It also presented me an opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker, to traverse around in a space that I am well 
aware of and have spent much of my life in. And that 
is the space of tourism going through various commu-
nities that are very important to our tourism product. 
Areas like Newport; Southampton, Long Island, and 
Glen Cove, Long Island; and Bethpage; and Bethes-
da; and Pittsburgh are areas in which persons enjoy 
golf and many communities there are very familiar 
with Bermuda. 
 I am speaking on this today because, Mr. 
Speaker, I am reminded of what someone told me 
long years ago when I was an emerging young talent 
coming out of college. They said, You know, you 
could be a big fish in a small pond, or you could be 
out there in the big pond in the United States and 
around the world. As I ply my trade, Mr. Speaker, I 
prefer to be in the big pond with the best-of-the-best 
plying my trade—make no mistakes about it—
notwithstanding that I love our beloved Bermuda 
deeply and will do all I can to support Bermuda, sup-
port Bermuda’s people. 
 I speak this in the context, Mr. Speaker, of 
traversing around these areas that are very important 
to us in a level of freedom that they now enjoy with 
very little wearing of masks. And when I went into the 
post office this morning, I had my mask on hand and 
certainly took every opportunity to follow the protocols 
there and recognise it. But it was easy to see that the 
people whom we will be reaching out to attract are 
becoming ever so more accustomed to life as they 
want to do it. 
 And as I took the opportunity to reflect on the 
legislation that has been before us and where we are 
as a people, I could not help but have my mind cast 
back to that small fishbowl, respectfully, that we are. 
And I am also reminded that Bermuda [with] 60,000 
[people] is smaller than the Glen Cove community that 
I was in, smaller than probably the Bethesda area that 
I drove through, maybe a similar size to a portion of 
the Southampton community or maybe even the 
Newport community. 
 The point I am making, Mr. Speaker, is that 
this little, small fishbowl that we live in, although so-
phisticated, although connected with the entire world 
that we live in technology-wise, businesswise, espe-
cially in international finance, has to address this pan-
demic a little bit more differently, particularly when we 
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have flights that connect us with Europe. And kudos to 
the Minister of Transport for connecting us with the 
Azores. I am looking forward to further news of con-
nections in the Caribbean and other places. 
 But the small fishbowl that is Bermuda has to 
look at these matters a little bit differently than the 
communities that I have been spending my time in 
here, reconnecting with my trade, reconnecting with 
the tourism product that we hope to attract, and trying 
to figure out how it is that we must go about it in a way 
that protects us and ensures that we can start partici-
pating economically in the economic resurgence that 
is taking place in the United States, our closest trading 
partner. 
 So I offer that not to be critical, but to present 
a sense of reality, that we as a Government, and we 
as a people must always take the time to step outside 
of ourselves and look back at where we are. That is 
certainly something I have been trained to do in my 
trade, to be able to step outside of oneself and be 
able to look back to see the space in which we are at. 
And from that standpoint, Mr. Speaker, it is not an 
easy position that we as a Government are faced with. 
It is an unenviable position that we are faced with. 
 

FATHER’S DAY 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: You know, Mr. Speaker, 
as I reflect on this particular weekend, it is somewhat 
sentimental to me. I feel duty-bound to reflect on how 
special it is. It is 50 years since I entered the world of 
golf. When we were young fellows, Mr. Speaker, I was 
a goalkeeper. My dream was to be Chelsea’s goal-
keeper. My dream was to take Peter Bonetti’s place 
and goal. My dream was to be out there with Clyde 
Best, because in 1969 I was a first-year student at 
Berkeley. That was my goal. The Lord had other plans 
for me. By the time 1979 rolled around, I was the 
Bermuda Open Champion invited to play in tourna-
ments all around the globe. So who knows what the 
world holds for a young person? 
 Mr. Speaker, 50 years ago a young Wilfred 
“Ralph” Fray was only 23 years old, and he will be 
celebrated in a golf tournament next week at Ocean 
View. (Thank you to Brian Morris for arranging that.) 
He met his death at 23 years old, a promising young 
Bermudian. Fifty years ago in 1971, Port Royal Golf 
Course was only about six months old, Mr. Speaker, 
and gave birth to my talent and many others from that 
community of which it was built. 
 Fifty years ago a young man, Walter King, 
would come up from Bailey’s Bay and be the golf pro 
and inspire many of us, Mr. Speaker. He would be a 
reserve in Cup Match in 1968, but would later go on to 
greatness in 1970. And 50 years ago he was the 
reigning Bermuda Open Champion. He would go on in 
1976 to become a Member of Parliament, Mr. Speak-
er. A young man who adored him carried his suitcase 
for him, went to Bailey’s Bay games from White Hill, 

would follow his footsteps and is speaking here to you 
today, Mr. Speaker. History matters! Role models mat-
ter! 
 Father’s Day in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, for 
persons like me is more than just the father whose 
name you carry. And I thank my father because he 
was a goalkeeper, and I became a goalkeeper. But 
the good Lord had other plans for me. He did not want 
me to be a goalkeeper. He did not want me to be a 
cricket or Cup Match player. He wanted me to be a 
golfer for various reasons. And one of those reasons 
is to understand the world of golf, understand the 
great things about it and understand the things in golf 
that we need to change, Mr. Speaker. 
 The racism that exists in the world today has 
been very prevalent in the sport which I love. Public 
golf like Port Royal has made it possible for us to 
move beyond the restrictiveness that private golf has 
offered in this world The diversity that we long to cele-
brate, even in 2021, was practiced at Port Royal Golf 
Course in 1971 when young fellows like myself at age 
14 and 13 came together with young men from private 
golf course communities and got to know one another. 
Diversity was not something that was written about; 
diversity was something that we lived, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I have said before on the floor of this 
House, Mr. Speaker, I know of circumstances in mod-
ern-day Bermuda where exclusionary practices [which 
were] practiced to prevent people like Louis Corbin, 
Herman “Tucci” Bascome, Uncle Leonard Jones, and 
Earl and George Lowe, and those great golfers from 
realising their true potential exist right under our eyes 
and smile at us and offer us money in charities as 
well, Mr. Speaker. I know that still exists today. 
 If necessary, we must have the strength and 
the courage to stand up to it and root it out! It is not 
good enough for us to keep looking at surveys that tell 
us that the people of African descent in this country 
and those who care to stand up for people of African 
descent from this country are disproportionately rep-
resented in the economic fortunes of this country. It is 
not good enough to look in the prisons and see that 
we are the overwhelming population of prisoners. It is 
not good enough to say, Well, you know, you have got 
a majority of the population, so it should be so. That is 
not good enough for us to accept those types of sim-
plistic arguments for the real institutional structural 
racism that runs rampant in Bermuda. Even during a 
pandemic, it still occurs, Mr. Speaker. 
 Sometimes you have got to have the courage 
to stand up against it, Mr. Speaker. And I am here to 
tell you that I am standing up against it. I am fighting 
against it, and I will continue to help those young peo-
ple who are coming along, who are young like I used 
to be, to understand how it is manifested and how it is 
cultivated in a community to live on for 50 more years 
as it has done from the time in which we were the di-
versity that the world needed to follow. 
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 Mr. Speaker, as we look to move this country 
forward, let this fishbowl be an example for the rest of 
the world. Let it be an example for how we do things 
fairly. Let it be an example for how we live and prac-
tice the diversity rather than write about it and hope 
someone catches on and it is a nice phrase. And let 
us root out those who are not honest brokers in this 
process, Mr. Speaker. Let us have that courage, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on this National Heroes week-
end, I heard someone mention that we have not an-
nounced a National Hero this year. But let us cele-
brate the ones that we have already. Let us embrace 
what has been brought to this country by all of our 
forefathers. Let us embrace all of those who continue 
to be the fathers we need in our country. And we have 
many, many great role models whom we must cele-
brate on this Father’s Day. Let us aim to make a slo-
gan for fathers in Bermuda in much the same way 
that, if you said that to Mother’s Day, the first thing 
that comes to you is that Every day is Mother’s Day, 
and rightfully so. But let us aim to make every day 
Father’s Day, because we need to have as many 
male role models as we can in our country. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the last motion to adjourn I 
spoke very passionately about the death of Jordan 
Outerbridge, the son of my good friend Lincoln Outer-
bridge. And I know that for fathers like brother Lincoln 
Outerbridge, this will be a very hollow Father’s Day 
indeed. If you know something, say something. Let us 
help our community get beyond a place where mur-
ders are not commonplace. Let us get beyond a place 
where telling what is right is not commonplace [and] 
telling what is right is commonplace, where people are 
not afraid to come forward and provide the information 
and the evidence that is required. Failing to do so, Mr. 
Speaker, only gives credence and comfort to those 
who would prefer to operate in a space that holds us 
all at ransom in our community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Happy Father’s Day, 
Mr. Speaker. God bless you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. Yes, you have your 20 
minutes. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
am quite sure I will not need 20 minutes. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I got motivated to enter into 
this motion to adjourn by the comments that were 
made by a couple of persons here today. You know, 

we are entering into a phase of battle against this 
scourge of COVID-19 at a very unique time right now. 
Bermuda as a country has done very well since the 
outbreak that started earlier this year. Last time I 
checked we had four active cases, and I believe the 
last result showed that there were five in addition to 
those. So once we as a country get to the point that 
we are at, the only place that new variants can be in-
troduced to our country is at the border. 
 I think, listening to the comments earlier today 
and the comments that I have heard thus far, we are 
all cognisant of this fact. We are all cognisant that we 
have to figure out a way to protect our borders. The 
Government has made a decision to go with mandat-
ed quarantine in the way that it has as a way of pro-
tecting our borders. Now, let us just reflect on that for 
just a minute here. We have the argument that says 
that people should be able to quarantine at home, and 
we also have the Government’s position that we 
should have our mandated quarantine facilities. We 
also have persons saying that it is discriminatory as 
such. 
 When I looked at this, [I thought to myself], it 
takes leaders. And we also had MP Cannonier men-
tion earlier about leaders need to lead. I just want to 
talk about this for a bit. Leading also means saying 
something that is unpopular and getting people to un-
derstand why an unpopular thing is the best thing for 
them. Being a leader is not always going by what we 
will call populism by just saying things to get people 
excited because you know that is what they want to 
hear, even though it might not be the thing that is best 
for them to be hearing at that time. 
 I reflect back on talking to my constituents. I 
live in an area that is majority Black, and people are 
loath . . . you know, they have their reasons of why 
they do not want to be vaccinated. So I have pockets 
of persons who are not vaccinated. But I also have 
pockets of those same people, when we do go on 
lockdown, I am responsive to them as well. And I will 
visit them, and I will make sure they are okay. Some-
times it requires me to pick up some groceries for 
them because they have not been working; they do 
not qualify for the unemployment insurance. So I get 
to see that part of it as well. And I do hope that most 
of our MPs also get to see that part. 
 As the Minister of Education, earlier today we 
were asked, How many days have students missed? 
And I guesstimated it is about 20. I have actually gone 
back, and the Commissioner has let me know that it 
has actually been 12 school days that have been 
missed in this year, 12 days out of 200 that our stu-
dents normally get. That may seem like a little bit, but 
that is a lot for our students. That translates into two 
and a half weeks of lost learning time. And so when 
we have an opportunity to protect ourselves from go-
ing into lockdown, having additional measures being 
put in place, persons not being able to work, compa-
nies being threatened with closure because they are 
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unable to generate any income, we have an oppor-
tunity to prevent that from happening. 
 We then have to have the wherewithal as 
leaders amongst us to have those honest conversa-
tions with our constituents and ask them questions. 
When they talk about, It’s unfair, Or, We’re being dis-
criminated against. We shouldn’t have to. We should 
be able to quarantine at home. Have the conversa-
tions about, Is that weekend trip worth being on lock-
down for 12 months with no income because a variant 
has been released? Have those types of conversa-
tions. And I am not saying that to dissuade anyone 
from wanting to travel or whatever, but give them both 
sides of the story. And be really, really honest about it. 
Be honest. 
 And as politicians, we have to have something 
within us that allows us to have those honest conver-
sations with our constituents and let our constituents 
know that something that happens in one area is go-
ing to affect something that happens in the other area. 
And we can play the game all day, and we can talk 
about, Okay, what if I do more over here and less over 
here and figure out what that balance is? But right 
now the balance is the quarantining in hotels.  
 But I want the people of Bermuda to know that 
this decision was not taken lightly. This decision is not 
something that is going to be in place forever. I was 
speaking to a constituent today. They got one of the 
memes that said, It’s going to cost $12,000 for two 
weeks in one of the hotels. And I said, That’s a non-
sense. That’s simply just not true. The prices are high, 
and most people will see that, and we need to figure 
out how we can reduce that for sure. For sure we 
need to do that. But I challenge everyone in the 
House to actually talk to that person when they get 
that meme. Instead of agreeing because it makes 
everybody feel happy, challenge that. Challenge and 
say, No, that’s not right. That’s not going to happen. 
Challenge them to see the bigger picture. 
 One of the things that helped Bermuda last 
year when we were on lockdown is we all worked to-
gether. We all knew that if we did our part, we all 
knew that if we did the things that we had to do, it 
would keep our deaths down. It would keep our hospi-
talisations down. It would stop the spread because as 
an island, at some point the disease has nowhere to 
go. And the only way it could be re-invigorated is 
through our borders. So why not take the opportunity 
to protect our borders? 
 MP Famous talked about talking to constitu-
ents. You know, the same, Those who feel it know it. 
How many of us have talked to . . . I have a constitu-
ent who had a 16-year-old who said, Mom, I can’t 
breathe. They were COVID-19 positive. They woke up 
one Friday night, they could not breathe. Do you know 
what that does to a mother? She took her to the hos-
pital. She was fine. She was in the hospital for three 
days, came home fine. But that is the type of stories 
that you are hearing, the stories of children being out 

partying, coming home. Their positive [infection] 
spreads to their parents. And I know of a case where 
a parent has gone on to their glory because of that. 
And you are sitting down and you are talking to your 
constituents, and they feel it. They feel it then. 
 So we have to be leaders to point out to our 
constituents the dangers that they might not possibly 
see at this time. And there is nothing wrong with that. 
There is nothing wrong with that. We have an obliga-
tion to protect both the people who have been vac-
cinated and the people who do not want to get vac-
cinated, because that is their choice. We have to be 
bold, and we have to do the types of things that allow 
us to protect the entire Island. 
 So we talk about discrimination. Discrimina-
tion for me means that you are protecting one group 
and not protecting another group. This policy protects 
all of us. It protects every single person in Bermuda. It 
protects their health. It protects their livelihood. It al-
lows our children to remain in school. It allows our 
people to go back to work. It allows our companies to 
prosper. It allows our tourists to come in. It protects all 
of us. So I look at it from a different point of view than 
some of my colleagues, and that is okay, because 
having healthy debate is what democracy is about. 
Having the opportunity to speak your mind, to let peo-
ple know this is how you feel about a situation and 
respectfully have discussion, that is how we work. 
 So as I said, governing is not easy. It requires 
us to make difficult decisions most of the time. There 
are times we make decisions that everybody is happy 
about. Everybody is excited. Everybody says, Yay! 
Let’s do that! But the bulk of the time it takes difficult 
decisions. And it takes a tough skin because there are 
a lot of things that are floating around there that just 
simply are not true. And as MP Famous pointed out, 
when I read them (I do, myself) I am saying, Well, 
what political entity wrote this? because it is a style of 
writing. You have seen it before. You understand it. 
But we have to see through that noise. And we have 
to move through that noise. 
 So when we hear colleagues saying, Well, 
why can’t we quarantine at home and make the fines 
stiffer and punish people faster?, what good does it do 
to punish the one who has already gone on and in-
fected someone else? They have already done the 
damage. They have already set the country back, or 
potentially set the country back. But we are going to 
go find them, arrest them, put them in jail. What is the 
point of doing it then when we have an opportunity to 
prevent them from becoming criminalised and infect-
ing others? Let us look at it from a different perspec-
tive. 
 If there were a way for people to quarantine at 
home—and trust me, the Government is looking for 
this—that prevents them from having guests come 
over, outside of having someone stand outside their 
house 24 hours a day, those are the types of logistics. 
We have heard about, when MP Cannonier talked 
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earlier about, We need to tell people what is going on. 
That is what is going on. I know of people who have 
snuck [out] to see their friends because they just could 
not wait through the 14 days to be over. Because the 
person had tested negative on day 8, so they said, 
Oh, well, I could go and see him; it’s day 8, and turned 
out positive because the person they went to see 
turned up positive between day 8 and day 14. 
 It happens. It is human nature you want to go 
visit your friends; you want people to come over. How 
do we mitigate that? When all of us are saying, Quar-
antine at home, let us talk about that. And when you 
are talking to your constituents, when you talking to 
the general public and they are asking you, Why can’t 
we quarantine at home?, start to have that conversa-
tion. Because who knows? There could be a viable 
idea that comes from that, that type of conversation, a 
viable idea that we can move to a regime where we 
are quarantining at home, a regime that I know in my 
heart of hearts we will eventually move to. But at this 
time it is just something that is not viable. 
 As I said, we will not be in this restriction for 
long. I am confident that we will move to a regime 
where we can quarantine at home. But in the mean-
time, we have to mitigate what we have right here in 
front of us. And that is a country that we have man-
aged to control and get down to single-digit active 
cases, knowing very well that the only way that addi-
tional cases can be introduced to our country now is 
through our borders. We owe it to all of our country-
men, we owe it to every single one of us, we owe it to 
our children, we owe it to us to do what we can do to 
ensure that we put everything possible in place to 
prevent this virus from entering our country again. 
 And so we have come up with something that 
we think is striking the right balance to move forward. 
As I said, as this thing moves on, that balance will be 
adjusted even more so we can get to the point that we 
want to get to. 
 So I just wanted to take this time out. I was 
listening; I was not expecting to speak, but I do want 
to take this time out to let the people know that we 
hear them, we understand them. We see the com-
ments on Facebook. We see the comments on 
WhatsApp. We see the five-page letters that get sent 
via email. We see all of that. But we also want you to 
see it from our perspective. And our perspective is, as 
a Government we have to protect our entire country. 
We have to figure out a way for our country to get up 
and running. When Sunday comes, the restrictions will 
fall away. There will be no curfew. There will be differ-
ent mask-wearing policies in place. Large group gath-
erings will go up to 100. We have gotten to a place 
where we can almost get kind of back to normal. Do 
we want to jeopardise that? 
 Do I want to take a weekend trip to New York 
because I just have to get off the Island, and come 
back knowing that if I go home and I do not do some-
thing that I am supposed to do, or someone just hap-

pens to come by and see me and they catch some-
thing that I did not know that I could transmit, that my 
weekend trip is now equal to a month on lockdown, a 
month with no one being paid, a month of our stu-
dents not being able to get the benefit of being in their 
classrooms? I work for the people. Everything I do is 
for the people. And if I know that making a sacrifice on 
my behalf is going to help the people, I am going to 
make that sacrifice. Because I know at some point I 
am going to be able to do what I want to do as we 
move forward. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to thank you 
for allowing me to make these few comments. I did 
want to wish all of our fathers, especially our new one, 
MP Adams, a happy Father’s Day on Sunday. And 
please have a safe and enjoyable [National] Heroes 
Day on Monday, colleagues. I look forward to seeing 
you in two weeks. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 3) ORDER 2021  

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And I will be extremely brief. 
 I must admit that it was my honourable col-
league who (well, he is taking off his jacket now) just 
finished speaking who actually made me want to 
speak for a few moments. And I obviously appreciate 
that I have been speaking a lot today with the other 
two Bills. But I just want to say really quickly I under-
stand the concerns that are being raised by members 
of the community. You know, I also have family and 
friends and constituents who are raising concerns as it 
relates to some of the policies that are being imple-
mented by the Government. 
 I know that my colleagues are inundated with 
emails on a daily basis with respect to concerns, 
questions and so forth that they receive. I suspect, 
with the greatest respect, that I probably have double 
that, because most people are going to start with the 
Premier and/or the Minister of Health with respect to 
their concerns. And I have probably a 90 per cent 
track record of actually personally responding to the 
emails that I receive concerning complaints, ques-
tions, comments and concerns. 
 As a Government, it is never easy when you 
are trying to make decisions that will have an adverse 
impact on members of your community. And I am cer-
tain that persons . . . It is interesting to me, Mr. 
Speaker, because when I have an opportunity to 
speak to people personally who come up to me in the 
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grocery store and so forth and say, What’s Govern-
ment’s position about this? Why are you doing this?, 
when you actually talk to them individually about it, 
they are like, Hmm. And you can see they are pausing 
for a moment like, Yeah, I get it. 
 At the end of the day, we have to balance a 
number of competing interests. And one, of course, is 
the health and safety of our population. And secondly, 
it is also the issue of the economics. And I know for a 
fact, Mr. Speaker, if we had to go into a third wave 
and another lockdown, the number of businesses that 
will have to close that are barely hanging on by a 
thread and will be forced to close because of the eco-
nomic impact of another lockdown, which will then 
have a trickle-down effect on the people whom they 
employ, which will require us to knock on the door of 
the Minister of Finance and say, We need more mon-
ey to provide benefits for persons who are not work-
ing. There are businesses hanging on by a thread. 
 I was speaking to somebody just last week, 
Saturday (and I will not call her name), in the grocery 
store. She was making comments, and we talked 
about it. I said, You know, you work for someone. But 
there are some businesses . . . She was in IB, and 
they [suffered] a lesser impact than some of the Ma-
and-Pa smaller businesses with respect to COVID-19 
because she can continue to operate whilst at home. 
But the reality is that there are so many businesses 
that have been so adversely affected by the impact of 
COVID-19 that another lockdown will be the death 
knell. 
 And when we think about the issue concern-
ing our children and the impact of having to work from 
home and work remotely, as opposed to having that 
personal interaction with their teachers and with their 
peers, we know this has unfortunately been a disad-
vantage to them. And to have to go back into another 
lockdown where our children will potentially suffer ed-
ucationally, where the economic aspects of that which 
I just spoke about will also feature, we have to weigh 
all of those competing interests. 
 These have been the most difficult decisions 
that any government, any government has had to 
make. Because none of us sitting around this table 
has ever lived during a pandemic. And to make deci-
sions on a situation that is evolving . . . the only thing 
constant about COVID-19 is its name. And it actually 
changed. There is nothing. There is no rulebook. We 
are trying to do things and address things based on 
the science, based on the data and based on the in-
formation in front of us. And not every decision we 
make is going to be popular to every person. But I can 
[assure] the people of Bermuda that this Government 
is committed to continuing in our remit of protecting 
our population, ensuring that we can preserve our 
economy as best as possible and minimise the ad-
verse impact [on] every country in this world. 
 One thing about Bermuda, we are not another 
world. We are all . . . universally, every country in this 

world is impacted by COVID-19. And we are seeing it 
because of our small size. So when one person pass-
es away—and we have had 22 because of this last 
outbreak—each and every one of us has been im-
pacted by that. Whether we know the people and the 
families directly or not, we have all individually suf-
fered and mourned with those families. 
 The reality is there is no playbook for COVID-
19. And I am confident that what we are doing with 
respect to the policies that we are implementing . . . 
[they] are not popular. They are not. We know that. 
But I am also confident of the fact that they are being 
delivered for the best interests of Bermuda and pro-
tecting Bermuda. And what we saw in February by the 
introduction of one variant, and we know that there is 
that Delta variant surfacing in the world that is far 
more transmissible than any of the other variants, we 
need to do what we can to protect the 64,000 people 
who live on this Island. 
 Yes, our decisions may not be popular in 
some quarters. I am confident by the fact that almost 
75 per cent of the population, the population who are 
eligible for immunisation, have taken that first dose. 
So we are getting there, and we continue. When we 
have this mandatory quarantine with respect to the 
facilities, that is not going to be forever! This is going 
to be a finite period. Because as we continue to roll 
out our immunisation plan and we see that we are 
controlling the aspects of importation of the variant, et 
cetera, those things will change. And that is one of the 
reasons why we continuously say, Today is one day. 
But we are not anticipating . . . God, none of us wants 
to be sitting here in September dealing with this again! 
I know I do not. I certainly do not. 
 But I am sure I can speak for all 36 of us and 
all 64,000 people in Bermuda that this is not some-
thing that we want to repeat. We cannot continue this 
rollercoaster where we are open one day and we are 
closed the other, we are open one day and we are 
closed the other. Our economy cannot sustain that. 
Our psyche cannot sustain that. And certainly from a 
physical perspective with respect to the variants that 
might enter and the effects that that might have on 
people physically and/or as a result of serious illness, 
death and overwhelming our hospital as well as our 
health services, we cannot sustain that. 
 In this regard I can assure the members of the 
public that every concern that has been raised today 
and before, we have considered it as a Government. 
Sometimes I get emails from people who go, Have 
you considered this? And I am like, That is a very 
good idea, but it has been raised by a billion people. 
Because we have technical people who are part of 
this process, we have Members of Parliament, both 
[Government and] Opposition, as well as Members of 
Parliament who are all intimately involved in this pro-
cess. So I can assure you that all of the things that are 
being considered, we have as a Government consid-
ered those. 
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 And we are making the best decisions with 
the information that we have for the preservation of 
our public, ensuring that we can be safe, ensuring that 
we can continue having an economic prosperity that 
we all want, as well as mixing and striking the right 
balance so that we can continue on [despite] COVID-
19, which unfortunately is still a pandemic, and it is 
here with us for a while. But we do believe that the 
decisions that we are making, Mr. Speaker, are in the 
best interests, weighing all of the competing interests. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 There are none. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I did not want you to bang the 
gavel on me. 
 
The Speaker: I was reaching. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am sure and certain you are, 
Mr. Speaker.  

I will not be funny. You might want to bang the 
gavel up at the West End, but let me not get into sore 
subject of Cup Match. I will leave that alone. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

‘REVOLVE AROUND THE WORLD’  
LARGE GATHERING BREACHES  

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, let me start with 
this. The former Premier said that I need to qualify my 
statements, or make sure that if there is something 
false said to spend time fixing it and correcting the 
record. Mr. Speaker, let me just say this. If I spent my 
day responding to every fake-news article, every fake 
story or every fake meme or every random forward 
riddled with inaccuracies, I would never get any work 
done for the people whom we serve, Mr. Speaker. I 
just would not. And so I accept the position where it is 
coming from. But, you know, it is not okay in my view 
for someone who held the highest office of the land to 
put himself to that low level of politics. 
 Revolve is not being investigated for social 
distancing. As the Minister of National Security says, 
there is a question of illegal raft-up. Also, the Honour-
able Members should know, as I tried— 
 

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: The Honourable Premier is 
imputing improper motives when he speaks of me go-
ing to low-level politics. I simply asked him to qualify. 
That is not “low-level politics.” That is calling all of us 
to a higher level, to qualify what we say. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Your point is made. 
 Premier, just be mindful of his point. Continue 
on. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I tried to remind the former 
Premier, rules exist in Bermuda. One month ago on 
May 18, the Minister of Health, which is clear to read 
on the Government’s website, updated guidance for 
persons in Bermuda. And it says, “Mask wearing In-
doors—Masks are not required when gathering with 
other immunised persons . . . Mask wearing Out-
doors—Masks are not required except in certain 
crowded and high-risk settings or venues.” That is 
important! That is what we have to recognise and un-
derstand, Mr. Speaker. 
 Should I take this House to the level of the 
social media stuff and record the Webex and see the 
three Opposition Members sitting in that small room 
with no windows, and create a meme and say they 
are not social distancing and they are not obeying the 
law? Come on, Mr. Speaker. We can do better here. 
And so I am going to move on from this because I do 
not think that it is helpful for the debate of which we 
are engaged in to go on, you know, this whole social 
media stuff. 
 But here is what I am going to tell you, Mr. 
Speaker. On April 25, I gave an address entitled Ber-
muda Beyond the Pandemic. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading and imputing improper motive] 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: The Honourable Member 
again is imputing improper motive and misleading the 
public here. If the Premier is seen to be not social dis-
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tancing, but yet he is asking for the public to social 
distance, then he should qualify why he is not social 
distancing. That is all we are asking for—those con-
troversies between what we see him doing and what 
he is saying. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Otherwise, it is the boat that 
everyone had among SafeKey.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Again, Mr. Speaker, I am not 
going to take the time— 
 
The Speaker: Note his concern. Be mindful of your 
comments. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Absolutely. I am not going to 
take the time, because here is the thing, Mr. Speaker. 
I gave an address that was entitled Moving Bermuda 
Beyond the Pandemic. And over the past 15 months, I 
have had people close to me die from the virus. We 
have listened and seen Bermudians on the street, 
talked to them on the phone, read concerns in emails, 
messages on social media, each message, each 
word, the story of hardship, and all of these things 
impacting people, Mr. Speaker. 
 One particular call I will never forget was with 
one Ms. Michelle Barnett (Mr. Speaker, you may 
know) on Facetime over a year ago. She told me how 
she lay in her hospital bed battling the coronavirus 
and fighting for her life. Forty-one days was the 
amount of time that she spent on a ventilator to keep 
her alive. And through the grace of God, Mr. Speaker, 
I am thankful that she was able to share her story with 
the public. However, Mr. Speaker, 33 Bermudians are 
not around to share their stories. Those 33 Bermudi-
ans who were loved and cherished by their family and 
their friends are now gone due to this deadly dis-
ease—33 more than any of us would have wanted to 
lose. 
 And each time there is a new death, the Min-
ister of Health and I have to acknowledge it either in a 
press conference, et cetera. And it is really hard be-
cause, Mr. Speaker, given the privacy [rules], we do 
not know who these people are. And for us they are 
just numbers and names. But they are real persons 
and real families. 
 So one of the difficult challenges that we face 
is what to do to protect those who are in our care 
when it may mean making unpopular decisions. And 
over the past 16 months we have had to make many 
difficult and unpopular decisions. Unpopular? Some 
that I do not even like myself, Mr. Speaker. But each 
decision has to be made as we uphold our duty as 

leaders in this country to protect the people of this 
Island that we love. 
 So each and every decision, Mr. Speaker, is 
deliberated over long hours in Cabinet, debated in my 
office, on virtual calls, telephone, WhatsApp, caucus 
meetings, early hours. The other day, Mr. Speaker, I 
went to bed at 4:00 am. That is normal. That is the 
work of which we do. Mr. Speaker, I am exhausted. 
The Ministers are exhausted. MPs are exhausted. 
Health care workers are exhausted. And I want the 
people who are listening today to know that there are 
no decisions that have been made lightly or without 
the care and due consideration of the impact that that 
decision will have. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to remind honourable col-
leagues that when the Bermudian people went to the 
polls on October 1, Mr. Speaker, they made it clear 
that they were voting for strong leadership. And lead-
ership cannot shy away from making the difficult deci-
sions, in order to keep some people happy while put-
ting all of the people in danger. This Government can-
not—cannot—ignore its duty in order to make sure 
that we protect our popularity. That is not what leader-
ship is. It means standing strong and knowing that 
decisions that you make, while they may not be popu-
lar, are the right ones. 
 And when you are battling a deadly virus, we 
have to make sure that those decisions are not arbi-
trary, but are founded in science, medical expertise 
and are risk-based. It is important that we recognise 
and understand that, Mr. Speaker. Because what I 
know, Mr. Speaker, is that we are all committed, every 
one of us—and I believe that. All 36 of us are commit-
ted. We are never going to get 36 people to agree [on 
everything]. We are never going to get, you know, the 
29 people who sit in my caucus to agree on every-
thing. But what we want to make sure that we do is to 
protect people and make sure that we keep them 
safe. 
 And many people have said that there is no 
playbook. Well, a once-in-a-century pandemic, I could 
not pick up the phone and say, Dame Jennifer, Dr. 
Brown, please, how did you handle the pandemic 
when you had it? Give me some advice, give me 
some pointers. It is not there! It is not. And what we 
have to recognise is that a variant is just a plane-flight 
away. This stuff is not easy. So, Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand and recognise the angst inside of the communi-
ty. But I also recognise and remember that we laid out 
the strategy as a government to move Bermuda be-
yond the pandemic. 
 Because what I do not want, Mr. Speaker, and 
I actually do believe this. Globally, when the US is 
seeing a decline in cases, and we see the UK was 
seeing a decline in cases, and now we are beginning 
to see them go back up because they have the new 
variants, and you know the same thing may happen in 
the United States and other places, there are some 
countries, Mr. Speaker, which have not had that expe-
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rience. They have not been affected by third and 
fourth waves. I want that to be us. I want that last 
wave to be our last wave. That is why we laid out this 
strategy, Moving Bermuda Beyond the Pandemic. 
 Because I know more than everything, and I 
said this in a national address, Mr. Speaker, whether 
you are on the pro-vaccine side, whether you do not 
believe that people should have the vaccine, whether 
you are on the opening side, whether you are on the 
closing side or all the rest, we all want to talk about 
something else [other] than COVID-19. We all want to 
get back to doing other stuff. And so, Mr. Speaker, we 
have to do what is necessary to make sure that we 
get past there. Vital and important. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I know that we have heard 
a few things today. And I can celebrate the fact that 
we have gotten to the point where we are able to re-
move just about every single restriction inside of this 
country and to give those tireless unsung heroes 
throughout this battle, our frontline workers, our health 
care workers, these people, people at the borders, 
customs officers [a break]. We can name them, the 
ones who are working day in and day out to help this 
country during this pandemic. They are finally getting 
a break, Mr. Speaker. And we are there now. Here is 
the thing, Mr. Speaker.  

We were also there in February. And then a 
new variant [which] was transmissible—40 per cent 
more transmissible than the original virus—set us 
back. Only a fool does not learn, Mr. Speaker. And I 
promise you this Government is learning. We now 
have a country where on Sunday we are dropping our 
mask mandates. And like the Minister of Education 
stated, prevention is better than cure. 
 So now, Mr. Speaker, let me take a few 
minutes to address the elephant in the room—
supervised quarantine. Right now we have very little 
virus circulating in Bermuda. And I want to keep it that 
way. The only way that we can keep deadly variants 
out is to make sure that we are protecting our borders. 
The newest one, Mr. Speaker, is the Delta variant, 
raging in India. The UK reported less than 4,000 new 
cases and, more importantly, zero deaths for the first 
time in over a year, in June. And over the past two 
weeks the Delta variant has continued to spread, and 
it is now the dominant variant in the United Kingdom, 
accounting for 90 per cent of new cases. This morning 
they reported over 11,000 new cases, which is a four-
month high! They also reported 20 new deaths. 
 We have to be on guard regarding variants, 
Mr. Speaker. We have flights which are coming from 
the United Kingdom. We need to know and need to 
make sure that we have as much protection as possi-
ble to make sure that we do not see an outbreak of 
those variants here. The Delta is just one. There are 
many, many, many, many.  

So I am not going to pretend this policy has 
not been controversial, Mr. Speaker; it has. And I just 
want to make sure that I reiterate points that were 

made earlier. We tried quarantine at home before. It 
did not work. And I know there are concerns about 
costs. But we also have to compare those to the cost 
of lives saved, the students staying in school, busi-
nesses not having to close or lay off workers. And the 
cost of making sure that we can remain open. That is 
priceless. And we cannot put a price on Bermudian 
lives. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, leadership means standing 
strong, knowing that the choices that you are making 
are those that are saving lives and are founded and 
based in science and are risk-based and properly cal-
ibrated. But here is the thing, Mr. Speaker. We were 
elected to serve the community. And I want the people 
in this country who are listening to know that their 
voices and their cries do not fall on deaf ears. Wheth-
er it is Facebook or WhatsApp or Twitter, it is im-
portant to know that in Bermuda we have a strong 
democracy. And as we work to improve this policy, as 
has been alluded to by some of my Members who 
spoke today, there have been passionate debates 
internally in our own PLP caucus about this policy. 
And I accept some of the principle stances which have 
been taken by Members. 
 So I just want to take a few minutes to clear 
up some facts, Mr. Speaker. Number one, we will not 
stop Bermudians from returning home, and I want to 
be clear on that. Our Attorney General knows the 
Constitution, and we know how stories and responses 
may be able to be manipulated. Those who are not 
immunised will need to stay in supervised quarantine. 
But we cannot legally, and we will not legally, deny 
Bermudians the right to return home. 
 The other thing, Mr. Speaker, we need to 
make the price more affordable for Bermudians. There 
are memes flying around with false prices. But even 
the lowest price, around $2,500 at the Fairmont 
Southampton, including food, that is still very high. 
And we are working to make this better and how to 
reduce costs. Because I get it. It is a lot for families. It 
is a lot for families who have saved up, who want to 
take that trip. 
 Our policy, Mr. Speaker, was to get to com-
munity protection, and we are not there. But, Mr. 
Speaker, as we cross 60 per cent fully immunised, 
and the 65 per cent fully immunised, and the 70 per 
cent fully immunised in our population, quarantine 
times will shorten and there will be options to quaran-
tine at home. But sadly, Mr. Speaker, we are not there 
yet. And just having come out of an outbreak, we 
need to make sure that we use a risk-based ap-
proach, and we need to make sure that we are mov-
ing along in a way that we do not have to snap back. 
 As the Minister of Health said, Mr. Speaker, 
this policy will not last forever. It will not. But we have 
judged that the need to ensure that our Island can 
function and thrive culturally, socially and economical-
ly must be matched with strict controls at our borders. 



1660 18 June 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

It is not easy, Mr. Speaker. And if we need to adjust 
further, we will adjust further. 
 But here is what I will say as well, Mr. Speak-
er. Some of my Members have alluded to it, in addi-
tion to Members of the Opposition. We have not been 
perfect in this. Our communication has not been per-
fect. And it is incumbent upon leaders to hear when 
people are saying, We need you to do a little better. 
There have been a number of questions, some false 
starts and some changes. These have caused confu-
sion and angst. And they do fall below the mark of 
what is needed. We as Government have accepted 
them and have apologised. I am not going to make 
excuses, Mr. Speaker, because the buck stops with 
me. And we all need to ensure that the team does 
better. 
 But that does not mean, Mr. Speaker, that this 
Government has not been busting our tails. Because 
we have—Ministers, MPs, Senators, public officers, 
persons who are on the frontline. We laid out a plan to 
move beyond the pandemic. We laid out a strategy, 
and we have executed on that strategy, Mr. Speaker, 
over the past three months. And it is important to note 
that you cannot have one without the other. We said 
that we are going to increase our protection on our 
border while relaxing restrictions in this country, and 
that is what we have done. 
 And it is vital that we execute our strategy, Mr. 
Speaker. Why? Because we need to focus on what 
we are elected to do. Affordable housing, education 
reform, reducing interest rates, cutting the cost of liv-
ing, protecting our environment, the issues that matter 
to the people of these lives who are not debating raft-
ups and vaccines and Bill Gates and everything else, 
Mr. Speaker; that is a distraction to what we actually 
need to do. 
 

NATIONAL HEROES DAY 2020/21 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: So, Mr. Speaker, as I close, this 
weekend we celebrate our National Heroes. And fit-
tingly, we also celebrate our fathers. And to many the 
words “father” and “heroes” certainly go hand in hand. 
Through the last 15 months, Mr. Speaker, fathers, like 
mothers and so many people in our community, have 
remained resolute. They have guided their families 
through the most trying times in a generation. And I 
know, Mr. Speaker, myself as a father how difficult it 
can be to balance the demands of a job, the demands 
and the need to provide for your family, the need to 
provide love, time and attention. Being a father is cer-
tainly a balancing act between being present for hugs 
and quality time while also being on the job to put food 
on the table. 
 

FATHER’S DAY 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: So, Mr. Speaker, this weekend 
we honour the fathers of Bermuda and all that they 

do. We also honour the heroes of Bermuda’s past and 
the unsung heroes of Bermuda’s present. You know, 
Mr. Speaker, I am a little bit upset that we will not 
have the traditional things which we may [usually] 
have over this weekend. What I can say is, Mr. 
Speaker, that we are the great country that we are 
today because of those who helped lay the founda-
tions of our great democracy and our proud Bermudi-
an culture. And those heroes of today are on the front-
lines— 
 
[Timer chimes] 
 
The Speaker: You hear the alarm. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your 20 minutes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And, Mr. Speaker, I am happy 
that we have all worked to move Bermuda beyond the 
pandemic. So, happy and safe holiday weekend, 
Bermuda. Happy National Heroes Day. Mr. Speaker, 
a very happy Father’s Day to you and all of the fathers 
in this Honourable House and the fathers of Bermuda, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 And as we close this evening, I would just like 
to add to that by wishing happy Father’s Day to not 
only those in our Chambers, those Members, but to all 
fathers of Bermuda. Enjoy your Father’s Day. Be safe 
and spend time with your families. 
 Members, we will see you in two weeks on the 
2nd of July. With that, the House stands adjourned. 
 
[At 7:30 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 2 July 2021.] 
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Sitting Number 21 of the 2020/2021 Session 
 
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, Members. The House is 
now in session. Ms. Beale will lead us in prayer. 
 Ms. Beale. 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Members, the House is now in session. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 18 June 2021] 

 
The Speaker: The Minutes of the 18th of June have 
been circulated. 
 Are there any amendments, corrections that 
are required? 
 There are none. 
 The Minutes will be confirmed as printed. 
 
[Minutes of 18 June 2021 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
BERMUDA OMBUDSMAN ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 
The Speaker: I would just like to announce that I have 
received the Bermuda Ombudsman Annual Report 
2020. This report has been submitted in compliance 
with section 24(1) and 24(3) of the Ombudsman Act 
2004. That is the only announcement this morning 
from the Speaker. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: There are some seven Statements this 
morning. The first is in the name of the Premier. 
 Premier, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

MOVING BERMUDA’S TOURISM 
BEYOND THE PANDEMIC 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, if we were ever in any doubt as 
to the importance of tourism to this economy, the 
pandemic has shown just how critical tourism jobs are 
and the importance of economic activity created by 
tourism to Bermuda. In the National Economic Report 
tabled in this Honourable House as part of this year’s 
debate on the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, 
the Honourable Member, the Minister of Finance, set 
out a stark review of 2020’s economy generally and of 
the tourism economy in particular.  
 Mr. Speaker, a virtual global lockdown 
stopped tourism dead in its tracks. In Bermuda be-
tween March 21, 2020 and June 30, 2020 there were 
no commercial flights as the Government made the 
determination to protect our borders at a time when 
vaccines were not yet available. The result of this 
global shock for Bermuda was jarring and saw total air 
visitors drop 84.4 per cent when compared to 2019. 
This was compounded by a 98.3 per cent decrease in 
cruise visitors. This correlated with an 88.7 per cent 
decrease in cruise and air leisure visitor spending 
compared with the same period. 
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 Mr. Speaker, once we reopened our borders 
to scheduled commercial flights, the move towards 
growth began but has been hindered by outbreaks 
and varying progress in overseas vaccination pro-
grammes. I think it important to note, and in this re-
gard, Mr. Speaker, I will quote from the National Eco-
nomic Report: “Bermuda’s traveller arrival process of 
aggressive COVID-19 testing, perhaps the most rigor-
ous in the world, was a critical factor in consumer de-
cision making. It was the number one reason con-
sumers chose Bermuda in the second half of [2020] 
. . . In exit surveys, 98 percent of travellers said they 
felt ‘safe’ or ‘very safe’ from COVID-19 while in Ber-
muda between July and December 2020.”  
 Mr. Speaker, since those days much has 
been rebuilt and visitor confidence in Bermuda re-
mains high. That confidence saw us chosen to host 
certain events whose original locations could not de-
liver the safe experience that is now embedded in 
traveller decision-making. But the challenge remains 
before us. The National Economic Report recorded a 
22.5 per cent decrease in employment in the accom-
modation and food service sectors in the calendar 
year 2020. Those jobs are slowly returning, and with 
the opening of the new St. Regis Hotel & Resort some 
growth is now occurring. 

Tourism Beyond the Pandemic. Mr. Speaker, 
the Bermuda Tourism Authority [the Authority] has 
taken on board a new CEO in the person of Mr. 
Charles Jeffers II, who brings a wealth of experience 
to the post and has been [tasked] from the beginning 
managing through our last outbreak. He follows in the 
shoes of Glenn Jones, who provided a professional 
and dedicated hand to guide the organisation during 
an unprecedented period. Both Mr. Jeffers and the 
Authority’s board, chaired by the Honourable Member 
for constituency 14, are keenly aware of the oppor-
tunity presented by this period in global tourism. As 
the Minister responsible, I have commended to them a 
vision for moving Bermuda’s tourism beyond the pan-
demic, and we are determined to work together to re-
alise the potential represented by this period and by 
Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, there is cause for optimism. 
Some of the metrics tracked by the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority indicate pockets of growth and demonstrate 
a resilience in the market upon which Bermuda can 
capitalise. For the first five months of this year hotel 
occupancy is up almost 20 per cent from 2020 levels, 
and the average length of the leisure visitor’s stay is 
approaching 14 days, more than double the pre-
pandemic average. Superyacht calls have increased 
by 62 per cent year over year with a commensurate 
increase in economic impact. 
 Mr. Speaker, our air capacity is also increas-
ing, and the likelihood is that when compared with 
2019 we will realise the return of almost 50 per cent of 
the capacity achieved in that year. Mr. Speaker, the 
reduced [air] capacity in 2020, some 170,000 seats, 

has been steadily increasing for 2021, and I am 
pleased to advise this Honourable House that 2021’s 
current schedule indicates a seat capacity of over 
300,000 to serve Bermuda. This is complemented by 
an increase in leisure air visitors year over year. We 
have already exceeded the level met last year, which 
saw only 13,617 leisure air visitors, while at June 30 
we are at over 15,000 leisure [air] visitors. 

1) Homeporting and new cruise opportunities: 
Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members would have seen 
the fruits of the labour of the Honourable Member, the 
Minister of Transport, as the Viking cruise ship Orion 
sails in and out of Bermuda’s ports throughout the 
week. With a rigorous testing protocol and a pool of 
vaccinated crew and passengers, this ship represents 
not only a welcome boost to the local sectors that de-
pend on such sailings, but signals a concept which 
can accrue to the benefit of Bermuda in the future. 
Other cruise lines have expressed interest in 
homeporting from Bermuda, and in those discussions 
the Minister has set out Bermuda’s requirements. I am 
confident that we will see additional homeporting in 
the future. 

2) Superyachts: Mr. Speaker, Honourable 
Members will recall that I had the opportunity to exe-
cute a memorandum of understanding [MOU] with 
Florida’s Fort Lauderdale in Broward County in March 
of this year. That MOU is a two-year partnership to 
entice vessels leaving one destination to head to the 
other. This collaborative marketing agreement must 
be exploited to Bermuda’s benefit, and it provides the 
ideal complement to the legislation passed in this 
Honourable House in July 2019 on the issue of 
superyachts. Mr. Speaker, we have two critical ele-
ments required to attract more superyachts, and my 
ask of the Bermuda Tourism Authority is that we press 
the advantage that we have in this area to Bermuda’s 
benefit. 

3) Bermudiana Beach: On to the issue of 
Bermudiana Beach, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to advise this Honourable House that work 
will soon start at the site known as the Bermudiana 
Beach. Following the announcement of a tranche of 
$10 million, supported by a sovereign guarantee, 
pledged to proceed with the necessary development 
at this property, due diligence has now been complet-
ed, the development loan approved and work on the 
additional elements of the project will soon com-
mence.  
 Mr. Speaker, these works include additional 
rooms and a series of guest amenities, which when 
completed will make it suitable for paying guests, rep-
resenting the newest addition to the tourism stock of 
guest accommodation. The plan is to complete con-
struction by April 2022 and be open shortly thereafter. 
Mr. Speaker, this is an exciting development as the 
site presents a boost to the local Warwick community, 
it provides jobs in construction and also provides an 
additional family-style choice for visitors to the Island. 
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4) Diversifying the product: Mr. Speaker, in 
regard to diversifying the product, all of the good work 
of presenting Bermuda as a safe destination, the 
opening of the St. Regis and the new construction at 
Bermudiana Beach must be accompanied by a diver-
sified on-Island product that promotes the lifestyle op-
tion that seals the deal with increasingly discerning 
travellers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the next phase of product devel-
opment will be led by a clearly defined events strategy 
that includes the worlds of film, fashion, food and art. 
The pent-up demand for leisure travel is forcing desti-
nations to distinguish themselves in the crowded mar-
ketplace. I am confident that the Board of the Bermu-
da Tourism Authority understands this strategy and 
the Authority will work to augment our product devel-
opment. 

5) Bermudians in the industry: Finally, Bermu-
dians in the industry. Mr. Speaker, there continues to 
be a place for Bermudians in the tourism industry. 
More than the hospitality aspect of the career, the 
growth slated to occur in the industry makes it ideal 
for Bermudians to enter and be able to meet their so-
cial responsibilities through the salaries and wages to 
be earned. We must do more than appeal to some 
innate sense of politeness or desire to do well.  

Bermudians, and young Bermudians in partic-
ular, make sound value judgments in career choices 
and do so on the basis of how they will best sustain 
their families and themselves. That is what we must 
promote: that a tourism career will allow you to feed 
your family, pay your bills, educate your children and 
meet your basic needs of accommodation and health 
care.  
 Mr. Speaker, a core group of hotel owners 
meet regularly with the Bermuda Tourism Authority 
and public service technical officers. I am pleased to 
advise this Honourable House that this very issue is a 
regular feature of their discussions and will shortly 
yield a working group dedicated to promoting tourism 
careers to Bermudians. This is especially important 
with the redevelopment of the Fairmont Southampton 
pending and the positions that will need to be filled 
once that site is again operational. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the heels of the Honourable 
Member, the Labour Minister’s public appeal for Ber-
mudians to join the hospitality workforce, I take this 
opportunity to remind the public that the Department 
of Workforce Development provides funding to sup-
port Bermudian families who apply for the Culinary 
Arts [Associate] programmes at the Bermuda College, 
as well as for those persons who apply for overseas 
funding in culinary arts/hospitality programmes in the 
US, the United Kingdom and Canada. In addition, the 
department provides internships and employment op-
portunities to Bermudians in partnership with the res-
taurant and hospitality sectors. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, the global tourism 
industry has not had an easy time these last 16 

months. The local tourism industry, beset by chal-
lenges of static air arrivals, met a perfect storm of 
damaging factors with the advent of the pandemic. 
 But emerging from this time is a unique once-
in-a-generation opportunity that matches the counter-
narrative of the same challenge presented by COVID-
19. Mr. Speaker, there are choices to be made. 
COVID-19 has not just changed how we interact, but it 
has changed how we travel. It has challenged destina-
tions to make themselves relevant to the time and 
[has] given a lifeline to those places that may not have 
been persuaded as to the need for this shift. I am con-
fident in Bermuda’s prospects. We have laid the 
groundwork for tourism beyond the pandemic, and 
spurred on by tough decisions taken to keep Bermuda 
safe the Government is determined to lead in the 
making of those decisions needed to make Bermuda 
the destination of choice for tourism beyond the pan-
demic. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The next Statement on the Order Paper this 
morning is in the name of the Deputy Premier. 
 Deputy Premier, would you like to present 
your Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and good 
morning to you, Honourable Members and the listen-
ing public. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, and you can go ahead. 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, later today I will 
table the Bill entitled the Development and Planning 
Amendment Act 2021, which seeks to amend the De-
velopment and Planning Act 1974 to (1) increase the 
protections to the environment; while (2) streamlining 
the planning process. 
 Mr. Speaker, I must reiterate the Govern-
ment’s commitment to introduce sustainable planning 
legislation which will protect our delicate environment 
while streamlining the measures to stimulate our 
economy, particularly our construction industry. Mr. 
Speaker, our statistics underscore that our construc-
tion industry is doing quite well, and we understand 
the critical role of the Department of Planning in facili-
tating new investment and meeting the development 
needs of the Island. As a result, we are committed to 
improving the efficiency of all of the department’s pro-
cedures.  
 Mr. Speaker, the figures of the [first] six 
months of this year show that the number of permits 
[issued] has increased by 7 per cent versus 2019, and 
by 44 per cent versus 2020. A similar increase in in-
spections completed (47 per cent versus 2020) is also 
apparent. However, the most exciting news is that 
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commencement inspections, which give an indication 
of new projects starting and therefore the prospect of 
increased and sustained work for the construction in-
dustry, have increased by 72 per cent, well in excess 
of the increase in permits. This shows that projects 
which may have previously been on hold are now be-
ing acted upon. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are a number of initial 
steps that have already been implemented in order to 
achieve the improvements, such as (a) engaging with 
key stakeholders from the construction industry to un-
derstand first-hand their range of concerns. Through 
this dialogue, the Department of Planning has been 
able to discuss proposed changes and obtain valuable 
feedback; (b) scheduling of quarterly planning clinics 
that allows the public to interact directly with Depart-
ment of Planning officers; (c) introducing delegated 
powers that provide the director [the ability] to approve 
applications administratively; (d) sending alerts to an-
yone who registers on the planning website when new 
applications are gazetted; and (e) implementing the 
Energov system that provides for electronic submis-
sions, review of applications and submissions of ob-
jections, thus eliminating the need for paper submis-
sions. 
 In addition, there are a range of other initia-
tives that are also being actively worked on. These 
include the Competent Persons Scheme, new proce-
dures to allow minor revisions to be approved in the 
field during construction, revisions to the General De-
velopment Order to increase the scope of what is 
deemed as permitted development and the introduc-
tion of new local development plans commencing with 
the soon-to-be-announced draft North East Hamilton 
Plan 2021.  
 However, we have achieved these measures 
while ensuring that we protect our precious environ-
mental assets. This was reflected in the Bermuda 
Plan 2018.  
 Mr. Speaker, these other initiatives aside, the 
amendment being tabled today focuses on three key 
areas: 

1. Protected Conservation Areas 
2. Special Development Orders 
3. Emergency Development Orders 

 Mr. Speaker, the Bill will also introduce a con-
cept of protected conservation areas. The aim of this 
amendment seeks to offer heightened protections with 
respect to this specially protected class upon which it 
is believed development should not be considered. A 
list of areas falling within the protected class shall be 
referenced in the amended Act. Such areas (which is 
subject to landowner agreement) may include the fol-
lowing: 

• nature reserves; 
• actively cultivated arable land; 
• significant portions of wooded land; 
• areas supporting valuable historic and cultural 

[assets]. 

 Mr. Speaker, some have asked why this 
amendment is important. They have claimed that 
there is adequate protection in zoning of the land. 
Whilst it is true that the development plan process 
involves establishing zoning for land, these zonings 
are subject to change either by the development plan 
process itself or via approvals for development grant-
ed on appeal to the Minister. This amendment will en-
sure that these areas, once protected, can only be 
removed by the Legislature via affirmative resolution 
procedure.  
 Mr. Speaker, through the stakeholder en-
gagement with the development industry, concerns 
have been expressed over the process of issuing or 
amending Special Development Orders (SDOs as we 
commonly know them). Therefore, this amendment 
seeks to revise the current process to support greater 
efficiency while maintaining rigorous standards.  
 Mr. Speaker, currently when SDOs are intro-
duced or amended, the Minister must wait until the 
House sits to table an SDO. This requirement can 
cause significant delay which typically equates to 
economic ramifications that can undermine the viabil-
ity of a development. An example that highlights this 
challenge is the introduction of the 2018 amendment 
to the Tuckers Point SDO. The passing of the 
amendment by the Legislature determined whether 
interested buyers were successful in purchasing the 
lots of land. Given the scheduling of the House at the 
time, the tabling of amendments was delayed by three 
months, thereby resulting in a significant risk of losing 
potential buyers. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have not sacrificed the due 
diligence process to ensure that development pro-
posals are appropriately assessed in terms of social, 
environmental and economic impact. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, for the avoidance of any doubt, we have 
now legislated it. In keeping with the UK Convention 
on the Environment, adequate assessment and scru-
tiny must be performed before the SDO can be 
deemed acceptable and gazetted.  

Therefore, the various checks and balances 
are incorporated into the Act before the SDO is ap-
proved and gazetted. These checks and balances will 
include the requirement for development proposals to 
be accompanied by an Environment Impact Statement 
(EIS), which must be published for public review and 
comment. These requirements will be prepared in the 
form of procedures to clearly outline the steps that 
must be followed in order for a development proposal 
to be supported for an SDO.  
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment further provides 
for the Minister to activate, on declaration of a national 
emergency, procedures to allow the director to expe-
dite the processing of a planning application and ap-
prove the application administratively to address a 
crisis situation, provided that any such decisions, 
while fast-tracked, must not contravene any legislative 
or policy directives such as building codes. 
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 Mr. Speaker, the proposed amendments to 
the Act form a key element of the streamlining 
measures initiative originally announced in May 2019 
to bring greater efficiency to the Planning Depart-
ment’s processes and service delivery to the public, 
and ultimately to provide a conducive regulatory 
framework to support new investment while protecting 
our environmental assets.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this point? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: If it pleases you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 

PUBLIC TREASURY (ADMINISTRATION 
AND PAYMENTS) AMENDMENT 

AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to advise Honourable Members of the tabling today of 
the Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) 
Amendment and Validation Act 2021. The amend-
ments provide the Government with the legislative 
mechanism to set off funds owed arising from benefit 
payments against future payments to be made to indi-
viduals. The Act will also validate certain matters re-
lated to unemployment benefit payments effected dur-
ing the COVID-19 global pandemic.  
 Mr. Speaker, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
highlighted just how vulnerable and fragile our world 
is. The infection has challenged the way we socialise 
and has put the lives of the citizens of every country in 
great peril, while also creating significant financial and 
economic challenges. In approximately 18 months, 
the World Health Organization [WHO] estimated that 
the COVID-19 pandemic had infected somewhere 
around 182 million individuals and killed almost 4 mil-
lion people. The total cost to countries and their peo-
ple has reached unprecedented levels. It is arguably 
the worst pandemic in history, especially from a 
health, financial and socio-economic standpoint.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is quite clear that we all have 
been affected by the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, the impact of the pandemic and its conse-
quences has been felt differently, depending on each 
person’s personal circumstances. For some people, in 
addition to dealing with actual or potential health chal-
lenges, they have had to struggle to even take care of 
their basic needs due to no or significantly reduced 
income.  

Mr. Speaker, in most developed nations they 
typically have some form of an unemployment insur-

ance that helps to support workers who become un-
employed and meet certain criteria. Normally, these 
unemployment insurance programmes are funded by 
either employee/employer contributions or some form 
of a tax. However, Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has never 
had such a programme.  
 Mr. Speaker, when the need arose to protect 
the health and lives of Bermuda residents by shutting 
our borders and limiting people’s movements 
throughout the country, this resulted in a large number 
of vulnerable persons who desperately needed finan-
cial help. These persons suddenly found themselves 
out of work and unable to determine how they would 
be able to pay their rent and feed themselves and 
their families. Mr. Speaker, this was an unprecedent-
ed and very serious situation, which understandably 
generated high levels of anxiety within our community. 
 The Government immediately realised that we 
must ensure that the most vulnerable were assisted, 
and that time was of the essence. Therefore, in short 
order we designed a temporary programme that be-
came known as the Unemployment Benefit (or UEB) 
scheme. The Unemployment Benefit scheme provided 
financial assistance to persons who were laid off, ter-
minated or had their income significantly reduced as a 
result of restrictions imposed to address the COVID-
19 pandemic. Such persons were paid up to a maxi-
mum of $500 per week. 
 Mr. Speaker, the demand for the UEB was 
overwhelming and substantial. Over 10,000 people 
applied to receive support for their financial predica-
ment on an expedited and emergency basis. Because 
of the critical nature of ensuring that funding was pro-
vided to these vulnerable persons on a timely basis, 
there were instances in which there was insufficient 
time for UEB applications to be completed within the 
full review and approval process prior to making pay-
ments (in accordance with the UEB Regulations).  

Thus, there were occasions where payments 
were expeditiously made without prior approval by the 
Director of the Department of Workforce Development 
and by the Permanent Secretary of Labour. There is 
therefore a need to validate any such payment made 
under any of the UEB Regulations to an eligible per-
son without prior approval, as required by the relevant 
UEB Regulations.  
 Mr. Speaker, there were also limited instanc-
es, due to extenuating circumstances, where a regula-
tion was not appropriately extended or replaced on a 
timely basis. Thus, a few payments were made before 
the new or amended regulations were brought into 
force.  
 Mr. Speaker, I must however make it clear 
that while there were some processes that were not 
properly followed due to the unprecedented and life-
altering challenges we were facing, there were other 
processes that were developed and implemented to 
ensure that there were still checks and balances and 
an effective audit trail. Thus, there was adequate in-
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formation on the payees and the appropriate linkages 
to the accounts where payments were made to allow 
for appropriate review. It is important to also note that 
once the vast numbers of applications were pro-
cessed to a manageable level, further checks and ad-
justments were carried out. 
 Mr. Speaker, to limit the financial impact to 
those in need during this trying time, during the initial 
phase of UEB persons continued to be paid until they 
advised that they had returned to work. Unfortunately, 
this led to some overpayments, as persons did not 
always provide the required notification accurately or 
on a timely basis. Some of these funds have subse-
quently been recovered. It is the Government’s inten-
tion to pursue, in a methodical and fair manner, the 
recovery of all outstanding overpaid amounts directly 
from respective recipients. 
 Mr. Speaker, under the current provisions the 
government’s only legal recourse is through the 
courts. The amendments to the Public Treasury (Ad-
ministration and Payments) Act will allow provisions 
relating to “set-off” (the netting of funds payment pay-
able to a recipient by the government against what the 
recipient owed to the government) to be extended to 
benefits payments. Mr. Speaker, this set-off mecha-
nism in place will allow for more efficient recovery of 
funds. Once the provision is in place, the government 
will be reaching out to individuals to recover funds that 
have not yet been returned. 
 Mr. Speaker, the over-payments and the need 
to validate certain actions may on the face of the mat-
ter seem somewhat alarming. However, this crisis re-
quired the well-being of Bermuda residents to be giv-
en the highest priority. We made the necessary deci-
sions to ensure that the most vulnerable in our society 
had funding for the basic necessities of life and to 
keep them and their families out of extreme poverty 
during a time of unprecedented hardship.  

It was a time when saving lives had to take 
precedence over rigid adherence to rules, for the 
greater good. Notwithstanding the fact that we now 
need to take these steps, it is our strong belief that 
this was the right and humane thing to do for our peo-
ple, given the devastating circumstances. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Education. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: If it pleases you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 
 

2021 SENIOR SCHOOL GRADUATIONS 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, 
this week Monday and Wednesday, June 28 and 30, 
respectively, I had the pleasure of attending both the 
Berkeley Institute and CedarBridge Academy gradua-
tions. While the pandemic may have changed the lo-
cation of these events from years past, I can say with-
out question that all felt the spirit of accomplishment, 
joy and pride. It is a feeling that I carry with me today 
as I share with this Honourable House and the Ber-
muda public the accomplishments of our 2021 gradu-
ating class.  
 Mr. Speaker, I think it is safe to say that no 
other graduating-year group has been through as 
much as the Class of 2021. Two academic years in-
terrupted with pandemic and the pandemic-related 
changes are without question stressful. Yet we were 
able to see 139 students graduate from the Berkeley 
Institute and 91 from CedarBridge Academy. These 
students knew and appreciated the importance of their 
education and let nothing get in the way, despite the 
unpredictability of the times. 
 Mr. Speaker, our students’ achievements are 
a testament to their tenacity, resilience, and persever-
ance. I have heard from several students who truly did 
feel like giving up. They were facing educational 
stresses from remote learning to uncertainty over 
whether their school building would reopen. They also 
faced stressors at home as their parents faced uncer-
tainty with work. I commend them for finding the 
strength within themselves and pushing through even 
when they did not feel like they could. Despite the 
times, our BPSS [Bermuda Public School System] 
senior students completed amazing feats. Please in-
dulge me as I speak to their great accomplishments.  
 Mr. Speaker, at Berkeley Institute’s graduation 
the guest speaker was Berkeley alum, Ms. Dominique 
Richardson, a senior underwriter at the insurance firm, 
Markel Bermuda. Ms. Richardson delivered a mes-
sage to students congratulating them for their perse-
verance in the face of the global pandemic caused by 
COVID-19. She encouraged them to fully recognise 
and appreciate what they have overcome and cele-
brate the fact that (and I quote), “You guys did it—you 
made it. Period.”  
 Mr. Speaker, having satisfied the criteria set 
by the Department of Education for graduation from 
the Bermuda Public School System at the Berkeley 
Institute, there were a total of 139 graduates, as fol-
lows: 

• There were 123 graduates who graduated 
with the Bermuda School Diploma (BSD). 

• Four students received the Bermuda School 
Certificate (BSC). 

• Five students graduated with the Bermuda Al-
ternate School Diploma (BASD) from the 
Functional Academics programme. 
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• Four students graduated with the Penn Foster 
High School Diploma.  

• Three graduated from the first cohort of stu-
dents with autism. 
Mr. Speaker, of these graduates, seven stu-

dents were awarded advanced honours, summa cum 
laude. Five students were awarded advanced hon-
ours, magna cum laude. Four students achieved ad-
vanced honours, cum laude.  
 Mr. Speaker, [at Bermuda College], 

• Seven students graduated from Bermuda Col-
lege with associate degrees, of which two 
were awarded the Distinguished Dean’s 
Award by the Bermuda College. 

• Five students graduated from the Bermuda 
College with Applied Technology Certificates, 
of which one graduated with distinction and 
received the award for Most Outstanding Ap-
plied Science Technology Graduate. 

• Three students graduated with their Nursing 
Assistant Certifications.  

• Seven others are set to complete their various 
certifications by August 2021. 
Mr. Speaker, 11 graduates received a collec-

tive total of $3,500 in Berkeley Panther Pride Award 
scholarships; 22 students received scholarships and 
awards at Berkeley’s fourth annual Scholarships and 
Awards Ceremony, totalling approximately $60,000. 
Additionally, students received numerous scholarships 
from the private sector and university admission 
scholarships totalling approximately $280,000 to date. 
 Mr. Speaker, at CedarBridge Academy’s 
graduation Ms. Thoslae Williams, a graduate from the 
CedarBridge [Academy] Class of 2011, was the guest 
speaker. Ms. Williams delivered a powerful and pas-
sionate call to graduates, encouraging them to dare to 
be different. She also pointed out to the graduates 
that their ending does not have to be the same as 
their beginning—if they put in the hard work, they will 
achieve their goals. She closed her remarks by re-
minding graduates to always work hard, be resilient 
and be positive thinkers.  
 Mr. Speaker, having satisfied the criteria set 
by the Department of Education for graduation from 
the Bermuda Public School System at CedarBridge 
Academy, there were a total of 91 graduates, as fol-
lows:  

• There were 79 who graduated with the Ber-
muda School Diploma [BSD]. 

• Nine [students] graduated with the Bermuda 
Alternative School Diploma [BASD] from the 
Functional Academics programme. 

• Two students graduated with a Bermuda 
Functional Skills Certificate (BFSC). 

• One student graduated with the Penn Foster 
High School Diploma. 

• Three students graduated with [BSD] honours 
distinction.  

• Five students graduated with [BSD] honours.  
 Mr. Speaker, [furthermore], 

• One student graduated from Bermuda College 
with an Associate Degree. 

• Three [students] graduated from Bermuda 
College with a Certificate in Applied Technol-
ogy.  

• Two students graduated with the Nursing As-
sistants Certificate from Bermuda College. 

• Most of our graduates will be attending the 
Bermuda College in the fall, and others will be 
attending overseas colleges and universities.  

 Mr. Speaker, graduates at CedarBridge 
Academy earned scholarships and awards in approx-
imately the amount of $37,000 in addition to intern-
ships and apprenticeships. At this time, I would like to 
thank our community partners, who have continued to 
support us despite the financial challenges they have 
faced during this pandemic. Twenty students were 
recognised for earning the NCCER [National Center 
for Construction Education and Research] Core Certif-
icate in the area of technical education. 
 Mr. Speaker, we know through research evi-
dence and anecdotal stories no student reaches this 
milestone alone. The Ministry and Department of Ed-
ucation staff, school boards, principals, teachers, sup-
port staff, parents and guardians, students, volunteers 
and the community partners all helped our students 
reach this milestone. Whether it be knowledge, en-
couraging words, donations, time or motivating incen-
tives, our public school students have a village around 
them. I want to thank the village that has supported 
the graduating classes of 2021, and their achieve-
ments are your achievements as well.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Education has 
embarked on the most ambitious but also necessary 
journey of education reform. We know that as times 
have changed, we must [change] how we educate our 
children. They must be prepared for the jobs of the 
future. It is for their future that we work so hard. By 
preparing our students for the future world of work, the 
Government’s vision for the Bermuda Public School 
System to see all students educated to lead personal-
ly and professionally, compete locally and contribute 
globally will be realised. This vision guides our deci-
sions and forward progress that we may ensure the 
graduating classes to come are even more successful 
than the last.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Government is dedicated to 
ensuring the success of every child in Bermuda, for 
we know that their success equals the success of our 
Island.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Minister, I believe you have a second State-
ment. Would you like to present that now? 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: And I am sure this one 
pleases you as well. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 

SUMMER PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES FOR EDUCATORS 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, this morning I 
rise to share with my honourable colleagues and the 
community at large the summer professional learning 
activities that the Department of Education has 
planned for educators during the months of July and 
August.  
 Mr. Speaker, an excerpt from a report on pro-
fessional learning released by the OECD [the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-operation and Development], 
states that “Effective teaching is at the heart of a suc-
cessful education system and there is a growing 
recognition that supporting teachers’ professional 
learning from the beginning to the end of their career 
[is critical to] improve student outcomes.” Teachers’ 
professional learning enables them to develop the 
knowledge, skills and practices necessary to be effec-
tive educators, support their peers, contribute to the 
collective improvement of the profession, and gain the 
trust, status and self-efficacy to carry out their work 
with a high degree of professionalism.  
 Mr. Speaker, teacher quality is at the core of 
student learning, and this is supported by research 
that consistently highlights that the quality of teaching 
is a key determinant of the variation in student 
achievement. Research also affirms that engaging 
teachers in high quality professional learning is the 
most successful way to improve teacher effectiveness 
and, by extension, improve student outcomes.  
 Mr. Speaker, this summer, like many teachers 
around the world, our teachers and educators in the 
Bermuda Public School System will take time during 
their summer vacation to participate in a variety of 
professional learning activities of their choosing in an 
effort to deepen their learning and expand their skills. 
The Department of Education will be funding targeted 
professional learning activities for teachers, which are 
focused on three areas of 21st century learning: (1) the 
Creative Curriculum; (2) Project Based Learning; and 
(3) Blended Learning. 
 Mr. Speaker, some of our P1 teachers have 
expressed an interest in piloting the Creative Curricu-
lum for Kindergarten. These teachers will have access 
to independent learning around teaching the whole 
child within their zone of learning and development. 
They will be learning more about using a personalised 
learning approach for students that integrates content 
and developmental domains around project based 
learning, and this is aligned with our vision for learning 
for students. 
 The P1 teachers who participate in this sum-
mer professional learning activity will delve into foun-

dational areas such as social, emotional and physical 
development. They will learn to meet students where 
they are in language, literacy, mathematics and sci-
ence, and be exposed to balancing intentional teach-
ing with student-led learning. The concept of social 
science and the arts as integrated in all areas of Pro-
ject Based Learning will be introduced. Here it is not-
ed that the social science and the arts add to the cul-
tural relevance of the learning experiences for children 
even while students learn about the world beyond 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, the P1 teachers will be taking 
advantage of the opportunity to improve their teaching 
by being continuous learners themselves. This oppor-
tunity for summer professional learning will give them 
a jump-start on 21st century deeper learning for our 
young students through creating learning environ-
ments that support skills like critical thinking, collabo-
ration and communication through exploration and 
inquiry learning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will now share about the sum-
mer Project Based Learning activity. Plan 2022 Strat-
egy 1.1 calls for teachers to deliver high quality in-
structional practices that are rigorous and foster 
knowledge comprehension, critical and creative think-
ing, application and communication. Project Based 
Learning is one of those high quality instructional 
practices. PBLWorks (a US institute for education that 
supports high instructional practices) states: “In Pro-
ject Based Learning, teachers make learning come 
alive for students. Students work on a project over an 
extended period of time . . . that engages them in 
solving a real-world problem or answering a complex 
question. [Students] demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills by creating a public product or presentation for a 
real audience. 
 “As a result, students develop deep content 
knowledge as well as critical thinking, collaboration, 
creativity, and communication skills. Project Based 
Learning unleashes a contagious, creative energy 
among students and teachers.”  
 Mr. Speaker, additionally, the Project Based 
Learning Network states that “project based learning 
is a powerful way to engage students in rigorous, au-
thentic learning. It will enable students to understand 
content at a deeper level and retain it for longer; get 
them excited about learning; engage them in solving 
real-world problems for real audiences; and to exer-
cise their creativity by working collaboratively while 
mastering key learning targets.”  
 Mr. Speaker, during July and August, a group 
of 25 teachers and technical officers will participate in 
a six-week Project Based Learning Curriculum Devel-
oper Certification programme offered by the Project 
Based Learning Network. These officers and teachers 
will engage in a self-paced five-module programme 
focused on high-performance project based learning, 
how to dig deep to inform and inspire a rich project 
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based learning unit and how to frame a project based 
learning unit from start to finish. 
 Throughout the course our officers and teach-
ers will have access to high-quality resources, one-on-
one coaching and support from international coaches, 
and access to an international project based learning 
network community where they can share ideas, ask 
for feedback and get connected with resources. By 
the end of the course, officers and teachers will have 
to produce a project based learning unit that will be 
reviewed by local and international peers, and they 
will also publish that unit. They will be learning the 
same way students will learn—by working on an au-
thentic project and sharing the final product with real 
audiences. 
 Mr. Speaker, lastly, I am pleased to report that 
another 30 teachers will participate in the Schoology 
Blended Learning Leader Academy this summer. The 
Schoology Blended Learning Leader Academy was 
developed to help transform teaching and learning. It 
is aligned with the International Society for Technolo-
gy in Education (ISTE) Standards for Educators, and 
received the ISTE Proficiency Seal of Alignment. The 
Findings Report of the ISTE Seal of Alignment Review 
states: "The Schoology Blended Learning Profession-
al Development is grounded in research-based strate-
gies and collaboration to enable educators to master 
and apply new learning in their own educational con-
text."  
 Mr. Speaker, Plan 2022 Strategy 1.1.3 calls 
for teachers to use innovative learning experiences 
that will ignite student engagement and motivate 
learning. Blended Learning will create this type of 
learning experience for our students, as it is a combi-
nation of face-to-face and online learning. The face-to-
face time happens in the classroom where students 
have direct access to the teacher. The online learning 
can be done at school or at home. There is also the 
independent study time of which all can be combined 
differently. In-person learning happens during school 
hours, but the online learning could be a video to 
watch for homework, a lesson prepared by the teach-
er, use of online resources at school, some type of 
digital curriculum, or assignments and discussions 
carried out on a learning management system. The 
learning management system for the Bermuda Public 
School System is Schoology.  
 Mr. Speaker, in a blended learning setting 
students shift away from the traditional classroom and 
begin to focus on where and how technology can en-
hance learning. A project might be a multimedia 
presentation where students have to research and 
incorporate multiple sources. It might also include us-
ing social media to add to their background 
knowledge. With blended learning, the imagination is 
the only major limit to learning within the classroom.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Schoology Blended Learn-
ing [Leader] Academy includes nine sessions. Teach-
ers will be introduced to the concept of blended learn-

ing; they will learn about how to communicate in a 
blended learning environment and how to facilitate a 
powerful community of learners online. There will also 
be sessions on asynchronous learning and collabora-
tion, and how to drive instruction with digital assess-
ments. They will experience what blended learning 
looks like in action and plan for flipped instruction, and 
design transformative lessons. 
 Mr. Speaker, all of these professional learning 
activities which I have shared will equip our teachers 
with 21st century knowledge and skills, and also em-
power and equip them to provide the best learning 
experiences for students. 
 In closing, let me say that education reform 
continues during the summer months as these groups 
of teachers sharpen their saw in preparation for 21st 
century learning and teaching.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement this morning is in the 
name of the Minister of Labour. 
 Minister Hayward, would you like to present 
your Statement now? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
IMMIGRATION REFORM STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I wish to inform 
this Honourable House of the Government’s plans for 
immigration reform which seek to modernise the coun-
try’s immigration laws and supporting policies, and 
create operational efficiencies through process im-
provement. Immigration reform initiatives consist of 
the following strategic priorities: 

1. achieve a simplified, fair and modern immigra-
tion legislative framework; 

2. leverage technology to improve operations 
which will lead to greater levels of efficiency, 
process consistency and sustainability; 

3. strengthen enforcement of laws and policies; 
and 

4. support economic growth and the expansion 
of job opportunities in Bermuda.  
Mr. Speaker, it is envisioned that these stra-

tegic priorities will provide the required restructuring to 
rebuild and strengthen our immigration system. The 
new system is also intended to allow this Government 
to provide the necessary protections and opportunities 
for current and future residents of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, the goal of the immigration re-
form is to ensure that the big picture is one [from 
which] all of Bermuda benefits. In the past we have 
discussed reforms to immigration in a very myopic 
way, such as work permits, permanent residency or 
the emotive and politically divisive issue of granting 
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status. Unfortunately, that dialogue has overshad-
owed the immediate need to overhaul and completely 
revise the laws, policies, systems and resources re-
quired to ensure that Bermuda has an immigration 
system that is unbiased and beneficial for today’s 
Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, no matter which side of the polit-
ical compass one sits on, there should be an honest 
and general acceptance that our current system simp-
ly is not efficient. Successive Government Administra-
tions have failed to adequately invest time and capital 
in the reforms and resources required. Therefore, 
there should be a consensus that we need to achieve 
the strategic priorities of the Government’s reform 
strategy.  

Mr. Speaker, Strategic Priority 1—Achieve a 
simplified, fair, modern immigration legislative frame-
work. Amongst other purposes, the Bermuda Immigra-
tion and Protection Act 1956 (the Act) was enacted to 
provide Bermuda status to British subjects deemed to 
be domiciled in Bermuda under the Immigration Act 
1937. There have been over 100 amendments to the 
Act since it came into operation. Some of those 
amendments have resulted in negative unintended 
consequences such as the creation of mixed-status 
families and the granting of status to individuals out-
side of the intent of the legislation. Up until 1989 pro-
visions in the Act gave unreserved discretion to the 
Minister of the day. The Act is based on a construct 
and a way of thinking from a different era.  
 Mr. Speaker, over time many legal challenges 
have allowed the Act to be widely interpreted in con-
junction with court rulings. Former Chief Justice Ian 
Kawaley once stated, “The 1956 Act is a classic in-
stance of uniquely local legislation. Navigating through 
it often gives even the experienced judge or practi-
tioner an unnerving sense of what it must be like to ‘fly 
blind.’”  
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry will conduct a top-
down review of the Act and associated policies. The 
aim will be to have an immigration legislative frame-
work that is simplified, fair and modern. In the future, 
members of the public will not require a specialist im-
migration lawyer to understand immigration laws and 
policies. 

Mr. Speaker, Strategic Priority 2—Leverage 
technology to improve operations leading to greater 
levels of efficiency and effectiveness, process and 
system consistency, and predictability and sustainabil-
ity. Our current system is cumbersome, understaffed 
and supported by outdated IT systems that lack inte-
gration and inhibit the effective and efficient pro-
cessing of all application types. The current state of 
most of the Immigration Department’s IT systems is 
subpar. Bermuda is not getting value for money with 
the processes, procedures and systems currently in 
place. 
 Work has already been completed to map the 
existing workflows and to design re-engineered pro-

cesses. In addition, some implementation work has 
already occurred, with the most notable being the July 
2020 launch of the new Border Management System 
and the December go-live of the E-gates at the 
L. F. Wade International Airport. However, more work 
must be done to ensure efficient operations. Employ-
ers and the public have long encouraged the im-
provements of process, turnaround times and quality 
in the department. Moving forward, the department 
will need to invest more to upgrade and replace anti-
quated systems and will look at innovative partner-
ships to achieve this goal. Work is also underway on 
the online submission of applications, online payment 
of fees, electronic workflow within the department and 
the distribution of digital application approvals. 

Mr. Speaker, Strategic Priority 3—Strengthen 
enforcement of immigration laws and policies. As you 
would be aware, the Immigration Department’s Com-
pliance Section has the responsibility of enforcing the 
Bermuda Immigration and Protection Act 1956 and its 
related policies. These duties include, but are not lim-
ited to, compliance checks of businesses, investiga-
tions of potential breaches to laws and policies, depor-
tations and managing the Border Management Sys-
tem. The Compliance Section continues to perform its 
role with respect to investigations to a limited capacity.  
 However, in order to effectively carry out their 
mandate and strengthen the enforcement of immigra-
tion legislation and policies, the appropriate resources 
need to be sourced and [allotted] to ensure that Ber-
muda’s immigration laws are adhered to and persons 
who break laws are held accountable. Additionally, a 
review of the current compliance framework needs to 
be analysed to determine if there is a need to increase 
the deterrents set out in our current laws.  

Mr. Speaker, Strategic Priority 4—Support 
economic growth and the expansion of jobs in Bermu-
da. It should be noted that immigration has been used 
globally as a lever to develop societies by welcoming 
in the right people at the right time. In order to combat 
the realities of a declining and ageing population, we 
must achieve positive net immigration. That is, we 
need less emigration (or people leaving the country) 
and more immigration (or people returning to and en-
tering the country to reside).  
 Mr. Speaker, the economic output from new 
residents contributes to the overall economy and is 
just one of the potential gains that could be achieved 
from a coherent immigration system designed to serve 
the needs of the Bermudian people and businesses. 
There are genuine concerns in the community about 
how non-Bermudians affect local culture and impact 
opportunities for Bermudians. Many jurisdictions have 
had to grapple with the very same concerns and rec-
ognised that there must be a balance, as the benefits 
of economically sound immigration policies which 
promote economic sustainability are clear.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is evident that we need a sys-
tem that promotes and supports the growth of our lo-
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cal residential population—a system that supports 
expansion and allows businesses to source the skilled 
labour it requires from the global workforce. To that 
end, the Ministry of Labour will continue its work to 
use immigration as a lever to support the local econ-
omy.  
 Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, the Ministry is 
steadfast in ensuring that the goal of immigration re-
form is one that all of Bermuda benefits [from]. As we 
progress towards achieving economic recovery, immi-
gration policies will be a key component to achieving 
these outcomes. We should do better! We must do 
better! We have started on the work to achieve our 
strategic priorities, which is essential to transforming 
immigration. It is not simply one thing that must be 
done, but it is a combination of many coordinated ac-
tions that are required to fix a complex system and 
process. The Ministry of Labour has commenced the 
production of an Immigration Reform Strategic Plan 
centred on the four strategic priorities previously out-
lined, with achievable goals and smart objectives. The 
end result of the steps we are taking will lead to over-
all improvements in Bermuda’s immigration system. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The last Statement we have this morning is in 
the name of the Minister of Works. 
 Minister would you like to present your State-
ment at this time? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I was 
trying to sort out my video. 
 
The Speaker: You had it on; it is going off again. 
There you go.  

Continue. 
 

SUMMER WATER SHORTAGE 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. I would like to take this opportunity to pro-
vide an update on the state of the government water 
supply and distribution as we enter a period of high 
demand this summer. The Bermuda Weather Service 
indicates that rainfall in Bermuda for the last couple of 
months is below usual levels. The combined precipita-
tion for May 2021 and June 2021 was 6.66 inches, 
with 3.76 inches falling in one day. Based on the nor-
mal average rainfall per month of 5 inches, the total 
for the last two months is 34 per cent below average. 
Simply put, the Island is currently in a dry spell. 
 As context, Mr. Speaker, the government wa-
ter system provides piped water to approximately 
2,000 households, businesses, the King Edward VII 
Memorial Hospital and the Mid-Atlantic Wellness Insti-
tute, and is also the safety net for two-thirds of Ber-
muda’s households, being the principal supplier of 
trucked water on the Island. During dry spells or 

drought times, some 40,000 Bermuda residents will 
rely on water trucks to meet their water needs. For the 
month of May, the Water and Sewage Section has 
sold 1.52 million imperial gallons to water truckers. 
For the same period last year, the section sold 1.36 
million imperial gallons of water, [which indicates] 
some 160 extra truckloads over last year’s demand.  
 Mr. Speaker, in the last 12 months the Water 
Section has made several improvements to the overall 
operation of the water systems to respond to peak 
demand, some of which include the following: 
 (1) The installation and commissioning of re-
furbished reverse osmosis water treatment systems at 
the Tudor Hill Water Treatment Plant in Southampton, 
increasing its output capacity by 25 per cent. This ret-
rofit has improved the reliability of the plant as it is 
now a duty/standby system to mitigate possible fail-
ures at the site. 
 (2) The installation and commissioning of a 
refurbished reverse osmosis water treatment system 
at the Prospect Water Treatment Plant, Devonshire, 
increasing its output capacity by 60 per cent. 
 (3) Mr. Speaker, the continued expansion of a 
remote monitoring and control system for the central, 
western and eastern service areas capable of moni-
toring system status 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
These data can be accessed directly on operations 
staff’s mobile devices, which [access] facilitates early 
detection of distribution mains breakages, low or high 
tank levels, high flow alarms, and power and commu-
nications outages. 
 (4) As part of a trenching project with BELCO, 
approximately 10,000 feet of high-density polyeth-
ylene pipe [HDPE] has been installed so far this year. 
A total of 20,000 feet will be installed by end of this 
calendar year. This installation is in Harrington Sound 
Road and will also be expanded from Middle Road to 
Flatts. Some of this is for future expansion, and some 
is to replace old pipe infrastructure that has passed its 
useful life and is a source of water losses. 
 (5) Mr. Speaker, replacement of the Ministry's 
automated water dispensing system for the water 
truckers’ outlets. The Works and Engineering Bulk 
Water Management System is a bulk water dispens-
ing management software package for the Works and 
Engineering Department’s water truckers’ outlets. The 
software's user interface allows navigation between 
site, account, card and transaction screens. The soft-
ware provides simultaneous multi-user access, securi-
ty features and a centralised card database for multi-
ple sites. The application is cloud-based and browser 
enabled, and can allow trucking companies to recon-
cile their transactions with their invoicing easily if they 
wish.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Tynes Bay Seawater Re-
verse Osmosis Plant is the primary source of govern-
ment water supply for the central parishes. It is pres-
ently operating at almost maximum capacity. The cen-
tral distribution system’s water supply is also being 
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supplemented by water production at the Fort Pro-
spect water treatment plant. The other previous cen-
tral area production facility at Devon Springs Road is 
no longer operational due to obsolete existing control 
systems, equipment and structural issues with the 
building. For the western parishes, Mr. Speaker, the 
Tudor Hill Reverse Osmosis facility is back up to two 
water treatment units but still down from its original 
four-production-unit capacity. There is a plan to in-
crease production via the installation of seawater 
plants in that location. The Department of Works and 
Engineering are in discussion with the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources on water rights to 
support that initiative. 
 And for St. George’s Parish, there is a single 
RO [reverse osmosis] plant supplying water under 
contract. You will recall, however, Mr. Speaker, that 
previously I reported on the Water and Wastewater 
Master Plan and its first phase that is currently being 
implemented for St. George's Parish. That initiative is 
advancing and will provide the servicing required for 
the near term and future needs of the parish. Until that 
time, the system will have to be managed very care-
fully to ensure consistent access to water for the local 
community. 
 The current production capacity from all plants 
is unable to meet current demand. This has required 
water access restrictions to the distribution systems. 
For example, the reservoirs at Fort Prospect (Central 
Distribution hub) are presently being maintained at 
between 25 per cent and 50 per cent of capacity. Dur-
ing the hurricane season, which we are currently in, 
the policy has been to maintain the levels above 
80 per cent to ensure emergency support to the hospi-
tal as well as other key water consumers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the West End Development 
Corporation (WEDCO) is continuing to assist in the 
west distribution system by providing supplementary 
water supply to a section of the system located be-
tween Dockyard and Watford Bridge.  
 As with all types of infrastructure, any cata-
strophic failure of the aforementioned plant or infra-
structure will likely necessitate further reduced access 
to water by piped and water trucker customers until 
the failure is corrected.  
 Mr. Speaker, the following activities are being 
performed in the near-to-medium term to mitigate the 
effect of a possible dry spell and other issues outside 
of the control of the Water and Sewage Section: We 
are in the process of procuring a Dual Outlet “Island 
Style” Commercial Bulk Water Trucker Station. This 
unit will expand the Works and Engineering Bulk Wa-
ter Management System, be located at Southside and 
use the BLDC [Bermuda Land Development Corpora-
tion] water and wastewater infrastructure upgrades 
(first phase of the master plan) to provide consistent 
access to trucked water for customers in the eastern 
end of the Island. The plan is to install and commis-
sion this outlet by March 2022. 

 In the latter part of the fiscal year, the remote 
monitoring and control system will be expanded with 
seven new electromagnetic flow meters and three 
tank level monitors at strategic locations to provide 
feedback in real time on demands and tank levels in 
the water distribution systems. We will also commis-
sion the functionality of using the remote monitoring 
system to monitor, trend and alarm adverse events 
concerning the recently retrofitted water treatment 
systems as well as the Tynes Bay Seawater Reverse 
Osmosis facility treatment systems. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry's Water and Sew-
age Section has also been working with an external 
agency, the Port Royal Golf Course, as well as Tour-
ism by initiating a water servicing project for the Port 
Royal Golf Course. As Members may be aware, the 
Bermuda Championship fulfils the role of a pinnacle 
event for the Bermuda Tourism Authority’s golf strate-
gy—one of many events aligning with the National 
Tourism Plan. The Port Royal Golf Course has long 
struggled with the water supply for the golf course. 
This was more apparent in the run-up to the last 
championship event. The new initiative aims to im-
prove and modify the water supply to the Port Royal 
Golf Course. 
 This improvement will take place in two phas-
es. Phase I will include the installation of a pump sys-
tem and supply line from a water catchment system 
located on the Morgan's Point property, installation of 
a transmission line from the Ministry’s water distribu-
tion system to a modified internal existing water sup-
ply system, as well as initiating and managing a 
maintenance contract to monitor and maintain the ex-
isting saltwater reverse osmosis plants currently lo-
cated at the Port Royal Golf Course. Phase 2 will in-
clude retrofitting and relocating the existing Port Royal 
Golf Course plants to the Ministry of Public Works Tu-
dor Hill water treatment plant and supplying the Port 
Royal Golf Course from the Public Works water distri-
bution system.  
 Mr. Speaker, the primary threat to operations 
during a drought at any time is suffering unpredictable 
mains breaks and water storage failures in a very old 
infrastructure. As such, we are working on a multi-
year capital development programme to improve ser-
vice levels to all customers over the next few years. 
With that said, Mr. Speaker, there still is a need for all 
Island residents to be conscious of their water usage 
this summer, regularly check their tanks, and above 
all, conserve water.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am sure you will agree that the 
Water and Sewage Section has been very busy over 
the last year. They currently have at service a staff of 
17, all but one of whom are Bermudian, ably led by 
Mr. J. Tarik Christopher, Principal Engineer, Water 
and Sewage Section. They take tremendous pride in 
their work, and I wish to publicly commend and thank 
them for all of their efforts on behalf of the people of 
Bermuda in this very critical area. I am confident that 
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their efforts will soften the challenges we will face this 
summer with water production and delivery.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 And now, Members, that brings us to a close 
of the Statements for this morning. We now move on 
to the next item on the Order Paper. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: Members, we have both written ques-
tions and the questions from Statements given this 
morning. We will note the time is 11:10. 
 The first series this morning are the written 
questions, and the first written question is from MP 
Dunkley to Minister Wilson. There are three questions; 
however, each is to be responded to in writing.  

So the question now is, Have the written re-
sponses been forwarded to MP Dunkley? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
The written responses were forwarded, I believe, in 
accordance with the process to the House this morn-
ing, Mr. Speaker. 
 

QUESTIONS: COVID-19 VACCINE STATISTICS 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: 1. Will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House 
the total number of COVID-19 vaccinations ad-
ministered weekly since the commencement in 
January through to the week ending June 12, 
2021?  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House 
the weekly number of COVID19 vaccines discard-
ed for any reason from the commencement of 
vaccinations to the week ending June 12, 2021?  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House 
with a breakdown, from commencement up until 
June 12, 2021, detailing the percentage of male 
and female, the percentage of each age group 
recorded as well as the racial breakdown of those 
administered? 

 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 We will move on to the next set of questions, 
again from MP Dunkley to the Minister of Health. And 
those questions are for oral response. MP Dunkley, 
would you like to put your first question? 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning to colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: TRAVEL AUTHORISATION FORM 
(TAF)  

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The question to the Hon-
ourable Minister Wilson: Since the inception of the 
Travel Authorisation Form (TAF), will the Honourable 
Minister please provide this Honourable House the 
total amount of revenue collected every month up to 
June 30, 2021, as well as the monthly total of travel-
lers (residents and visitors) submitting the required 
form and fee? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: For the month of July 2020, 
there were 3,766 travel authorisations. The revenue 
generated was $234,693.14.  

For August 2020, there were 7,202 travel au-
thorisations; revenue, $440,970.  

September 2020, there were 6,223 travel au-
thorisations, $398,288.25 in revenue.  

October 2020, there were 8,248 travel author-
isations, revenue of $517,963.05.  

November 2020, there were 6,059 travel au-
thorisations, revenue $382,480.35.  

December 2020, there were 6,949 travel au-
thorisations, revenue $428,168.39. 
 In January 2021, there were 4,210 travel au-
thorisations, revenue of $318,159.25.  

February 2021, there were 2,511 travel au-
thorisations, revenue of $165,819.30.  

March 2021, there were 4,731 travel authori-
sations, revenue of $298,060.75.  

April 2021, there were 5,192 travel authorisa-
tions, $330,919.85 in revenue.  

May 2021, there were 10,960 travel authorisa-
tions, revenue of $715,042.75.  

And June 2021, travel authorisations were 
17,282, revenue of $1,196,922.15. 
 Total travel authorisations, 83,333; revenue, 
$5,427,487.23. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there supplementaries? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Just can the Honourable 
Minister repeat the total revenue? Because she start-
ed out at five thousand. I think it was meant to be five 
million. The last figure. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, $5,427,487.23. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/8b93016bc7b2ac3a4d7b13cb9f9f695d.pdf


1674 2 July 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

 Do you have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Okay. Thank you for that, 
Mr. Speaker. No supplementaries on that question. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Would you like to put your sec-
ond question? 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, hold on. Is someone indicating 
they have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes.  
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 Can you tell us— 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am. 
 Can you tell us where the $5.4 million in reve-
nue is currently held? 
 
The Speaker: Your volume was a little low, so I am 
just going to assist. Are you asking her, the revenue 
that was raised, where is it held? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: That is correct. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, the funds are de-
posited into the Consolidated Fund. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Have we actually recovered 
the total amount of $5.4 million? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: My understanding is that is cor-
rect, that the $75 travel authorisation [fee] is due and 
payable upon completion of the travel authorisation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Those are your two sup-
plementaries, Opposition Leader.  
 Does any other Member have a supplemen-
tary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I do 
have one supplementary. 
 

The Speaker: Okay. Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: To the Honourable Minis-
ter: Does the Government track the number of travel 
authorisation forms that are submitted in error and not 
approved? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I do not have that information. I 
believe they do, but I cannot confirm. I do not have 
that in front of me, but I can report that back to the 
Honourable Member. I believe it is tracked, but I 
would have to confirm that. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Second supplementary. In 
that regard, I would appreciate the Minister endeav-
ouring— 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Second supplementary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Have there been any Bermudians who have 
been stopped at the border because they did not 
submit a travel authorisation form? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, that is obviously a 
matter within the public domain. There were some 
challenges two weekends ago with respect to persons 
attempting to return to Bermuda without the requisite 
travel authorisation form. But the Minister responsible 
for Transport has produced quite a lot of information 
surrounding that in the public domain. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any further supplementaries? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Learned and Honourable Minister, the $5.4 
million figure, would that include the $75 fee for the 
forms? Or would that include also any fines that might 
have been levied in the event that people were travel-
ing without forms? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That fee represents the amount 
of revenue generated from the travel authorisation. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Second supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
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 Second supplementary. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: To understand that, any penal-
ties that were applied would be in a separate number 
and not contained in that number, correct? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Correct. However, I will note 
that there have been no penalties applied with respect 
to persons who have not supplied their travel authori-
sations. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other person have a supplementary 
for this question, any other Member? 
 There are none. MP Dunkley, would you like 
to put your second question? 
 

QUESTION 2: TRAVEL AUTHORISATION FORM 
(TAF) 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
details of any and all fees paid out monthly to any 
vendors or consultants as part of any contracts or 
agreements in connection with the TAF, or any work 
associated as such, from the inception of the TAF until 
June 30, 2021?  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, for June 2020 in-
voice number 1730, the total of $49,913.58. August 
2020 the [invoice] number was 1754, for a total of 
$59,352.30.  

For September 2020 invoice number 1757, to-
tal $53,063.20. Invoice [number] 1764 for October 
2020, total $82,480.80.  

November 2020 invoice 1765, total 
$53,759.55. December 2020 invoice 1781, total 
$56,539.41.  

January 2021 invoice number 1789, total 
$51,949.95. February 2021 invoice number 1797, total 
$46,002.00.  

Invoice 1789 for March 2021, total 
$43,568.90. And April 2021 invoice 1806, total 
$53,610.60, representing a total of $550,240.29. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Just a clarification. The last amount was for April of 
$53,000? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. The last amount was April 
2021 invoice 1806, total $53,610.60. The other 
months are being reconciled, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, supplementary ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Those monthly amounts, 
whom are they to and what are they in connection 
with? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, those monthly 
amounts and whom are they in connection to are with 
respect to Question 3. So I can answer them again 
and then repeat the answer for Question 3.  

I will take your lead, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley, be mindful that your sup-
plementary actually is part of your third question. So 
you can just do it under your third question. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. We can 
do that. But colleagues might have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Does anyone have a supple-
mentary on this second question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, put your question. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Minister provide a 
summary of the terms of the service agreement for the 
suppliers paid? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, the summary of 
the contracts with respect to the terms are contained 
in the answers with respect to item number 3. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: If you want me to repeat them 
twice, I am fine to do that. I will take your lead. 
 
The Speaker: We can leave it all on three, and get 
one open atmosphere of it. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am comfortable with that. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Any further supplementaries? 
 There are none. MP Dunkley, would you like 
to put your third question now? 
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QUESTION 3: TRAVEL AUTHORISATION FORM 
(TAF)  

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
the complete details, including the names, addresses, 
type of company, a description of the work or service 
provided, and total compensation for any contracts 
with vendors or consultants associated with the TAF 
since its inception? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, as for the name 
and the address of the company and the individuals, 
and address, Denis Pitcher, address 31 Victoria 
Street, Hamilton, Bermuda HM 10; Melvin George, 
address 31 Victoria Street, Hamilton, Bermuda HM 
10; Sean Pitcher, address 31 Victoria Street, Hamil-
ton, Bermuda HM 10. 
 The type of company is resPartner Ltd. It is a 
limited liability company. It provides reservation and 
booking management software solutions customised 
to businesses specialising in bespoke scheduling and 
check-in solutions. Description of work is as follows, 
Mr. Speaker: Travel authorisation system. This func-
tion allows travellers coming to Bermuda to apply for a 
travel authorisation, for the applications to be vetted 
by health staff, and for approved travellers to be 
emailed a travel authorisation document. 
 The web portal for the inbound passengers 
allows them to register for a travel authorisation with a 
credit card payment option to pay for a travel authori-
sation application. The application form includes pre-
arrival test uploads as mandatory. When submitting 
the application, the traveller is charged the appropri-
ate fee. Fees must be paid using a credit or debit 
card, using an identified payment gateway. Applica-
tions are vetted by a health COVID-19 hotline team, 
who check on the validity of pre-arrival test uploads. 
The team has the ability to view the uploaded test re-
sults and approve or reject the application. 
 Approved applications automatically generate 
a travel authorisation document that is emailed to the 
traveller. There is a mariner and a crew portal 
1customised to their needs. When a traveller arrives 
in Bermuda, health staff have the ability to bring up 
their travel authorisation records, book an arrival pass 
for the traveller and check in the traveller for the test. 
The check-in process would flag the arrival test to 
start. A report is available to the team showing all 
changes applied to travellers based on their travel 
authorisation number. 
 With respect to the operational and technical 
support, the company has a system that can migrate 
data from any existing system such as Excel spread-
sheet or SharePoint; produce templates for all re-
quired documents, letters, licences, certificates, et 
cetera; provide project management and support dur-

ing preparations up to the system going live and fol-
lowing the go-live date to ensure successful installa-
tion into the list; individualisation of the product; train 
staff on how to operate the new system.  

The system must be fully hosted and man-
aged by the supplier. The government should not 
have to purchase any additional service. Fully inte-
grate the system with other government systems such 
as to allow online payments, et cetera, the linkage to 
email systems and linkage. Provide updates to legisla-
tive changes, provide upgrades remotely and provide 
access to a support team. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 And the total compensation with respect to 
resPartner Ltd. is $550,240.29. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any supplementaries? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: How long is the current 
contract with resPartner Ltd.? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I do not have that information in 
front of me. I believe it has transferred to a month-to-
month [contract]. And we are going through the RFP 
[request for proposal] process to continue this pro-
gramme with respect to the travel authorisation. So 
there is an RFP process that has been commenced. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: A second supplementary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: How is compensation de-
termined? Is it a set fee percentage of travellers? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Compensation is determined 
per booking. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And how much per book-
ing, Mr. Speaker? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I will have to get that infor-
mation and revert back, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. I appreciate it, 
Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member have supple-
mentaries? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. They have been an-
swered. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: I have one supplementary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue, MP Jackson. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, just a quick ques-
tion. I am wondering if the Minister might be able to 
tell us how many employees are currently working at 
resQwest? Like, how large is the team? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I do not have that information, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Any other? 
 There are none. 
 That brings us to an end of the written ques-
tions today. We will now move on to the questions that 
have been generated from the Statements given this 
morning.  

Each Minister has questions from their State-
ments. We will begin with the Premier. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Just one minute. The Premier has been 
called away for a matter, and I was just trying to get 
acknowledgment if he was back yet. He is not back 
yet. 
 Let me go on to the other Statements, and we 
will come back to the Premier’s Statement. Okay? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: That is fine. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Deputy Premier, your Statement this morning 
was in reference to the Planning Act, you have two 
Members who wish to ask questions. The first is MP 
Pearman. 
 MP Pearman, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
ACT 2021 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you.  

Honourable Deputy Premier, in your State-
ment today you identified three categories, three top-
ics in relation to the new legislation. One was about 
protecting conservation areas. Another was special 
development orders.  

On the issue of protecting conservation areas 
first, what is the process by which representations will 
be able to be made by members of the public in rela-
tion to a process where there is a protected conserva-
tion area to be applied to property and land? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, thank you for 
the question. 
 That process is currently being prepared and 
will certainly be underpinned going forward under the 
legislation in perhaps regulations. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: So the pages will be made 
available, obviously, for public viewing. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Honourable Minister, will those 
regulations or guidance be available prior to the de-
bating of the Bill in two weeks’ time so that we know 
what the Bill is effectively going to have in terms of 
practical outcome ramifications? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The answer is yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Any further supplementaries? 
 None. 
 Do you have a second question? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I have a second question, 
please, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Put your question. 
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QUESTION 2: DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
ACT 2021 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, on the other issue, the 
SDOs, the suggestion is that this process will be ex-
pedited. Do you agree with me that the proposal 
may—will result in a reduction of parliamentary over-
sight in respect of SDOs? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No. Because I believe that it 
is more important for public oversight of SDOs. And 
one thing is very clear by what I said in my Statement, 
that an application or submission for an SDO will still 
be preceded by the need for an environmental impact 
assessment or statement which will have public view-
ing as well as other requirements—well, obviously.  

And there will be the period for public com-
ment and scrutiny of that application prior to its being 
approved. So there may be some reduction of the par-
liamentary involvement, but the ultimate critique or 
review will be with the general public, of which any 
Minister would be, in my view, foolish to not take full 
recognition of. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Honourable Deputy Premier, are 
you aware of any specific SDOs that are coming down 
the pipeline which would fall into this new category of 
approach? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I can honestly say that no one 
has submitted any official request for [a] SDO to my 
Ministry at this time. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary? 
 
The Speaker: Second supp. Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Honourable Minister, has anyone 
submitted any unofficial requests to your Ministry at 
this time, given your answer? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to put a third question, 
MP Pearman? 

Mr. Scott Pearman: No, thank you, Mr. Speaker, not 
from me. No. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I have a sup-
plementary. 
 
The Speaker: A supplementary? Okay. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. So when it comes to, let 
us say a special development order, what is going to 
be the public recourse in the event that the Minister in 
charge and the appeal process—I mean, what is the 
recourse for an objector? Where can they escalate to 
if there is no parliamentary debate? 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Oh, Mr. Speaker, I was wait-
ing for you to acknowledge me. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, oh, go ahead. Go ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I do not want to speak before 
you give me permission to speak, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Move right ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I think the Hon-
ourable Member is delving into the details that would 
be more preferably given more flesh during the debate 
of the actual Bill. So I would actually defer. And if that 
is permissible, Mr. Speaker, that is a question that 
would be more appropriately answered when we get 
into the full debate of the Bill at the appropriate time. 
 
The Speaker: Are you comfortable with that answer, 
MP? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: I can wait. But I have one 
other supplementary to that. 
 
The Speaker: Put your second supplementary then. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Would it be that any re-
course, et cetera, would be a part of the regulations 
that will be tabled? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. All processes related to 
the process of the SDO will be clearly outlined in the 
new legislation. Public scrutiny will certainly be afford-
ed, and there will be a process outlined as to how that 
public scrutiny can actually be deployed.  

And I think Members should also be mindful, 
just going back to a previous question, that all nega-
tive resolutions are laid in the House, so there certain-
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ly will be opportunity for the House to [take] notice and 
for Members to take up any opportunity to discuss a 
negative resolution at the appropriate time if this pro-
cess and changed legislation is approved by the Leg-
islature. So as required of all negative resolutions, 
they will be made and laid. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any further supplementaries? 
 No further supplementary. Minister, you also 
have another MP who has questions for you on this 
Statement. 
 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, no, I did not 
have it for the Deputy Premier. It was for the first 
Statement and the third Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, okay. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Noted. Okay. Thank you. 
 We now move on to the Statement by the 
Minister of Finance. And, Minister of Finance, you 
have two Members who have indicated they have 
questions for you this morning. The first is the Opposi-
tion Leader.  
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question this morning? 
 

QUESTION 1: PUBLIC TREASURY 
(ADMINISTRATION AND PAYMENTS) 

AMENDMENT AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Minister quantify the value and num-
ber of payments made without prior approval by the 
Director of Workforce Development and the Perma-
nent Secretary of Labour? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: No. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Do you have a supplementary? Sup-
plementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: When can the Minister pro-
vide that information? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 

Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Perhaps at the next sitting 
of the House. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 The Minister has given an undertaking that he 
will see if he can have it available for the next sitting. 
 Are there any further supplementaries? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Put your supplementary. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Minister confirm the 
number of payments made before the new and 
amended regulations were brought into force? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I would ask 
the Honourable Opposition Leader to provide clarity 
on which amended regulations he is speaking about 
because regulations [INAUDIBLE] several times. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I am referring 
to the last sentence on page 3 of his Statement, and 
the top sentence on page 4. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, there were 
two sustenance-able rounds of unemployment bene-
fits. The first round started with the announcement of 
the pandemic in early 2020. And then the second 
round would have started towards the end of last year, 
in December of 2020. So there were close to $55 mil-
lion, approximately—$50 million spent on other bene-
fits last year, and then since that time we have spent 
an additional $17 million. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. You have used both of your 
supplementaries. 
 Does any other Member have a supplemen-
tary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to put your supplemen-
tary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, you have mentioned that 
there are 10,000 people who have received the un-
employment benefit and that there have been mistak-
en overpayments. Are you able to give percentages in 
terms of those 10,000 people or gross figures as to 
how many people were overpaid by one or other of 
the errors identified in your Statement? 
 
[Crosstalk]  
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Approximately 2,500 peo-
ple received benefits in excess of the amounts that 
they were eligible for. That amount approximated 
about $3.5 million, or about $1,400 per person to date. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Can you please mute your 
microphone? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Opposition Leader, I think your 
conversation is bleeding in. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
I can hear you. You can continue. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: To date, 300 people have 
provided a refund to the government of approximately 
$500,000. So the amount that is outstanding with re-
spect to the overall programme is about 5 per cent. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Minister of Finance, I will defer to 
your math. But does that mean about $3 million is 
outstanding and uncollected, roughly? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Yes, $3.5 million less 
$0.5 million is $3.0 million. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any further supplementaries? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I have a 
supplementary. 
 So how much of that has been recovered so 
far? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I just an-
swered that. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Oh. Sorry. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I just an-
swered that question. 
 
The Speaker: You said a million, was it? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: No, $500,000. 
 
The Speaker: It is $500,000. 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 No further supplementaries on that? 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
second question? 
 

QUESTION 2: PUBLIC TREASURY 
(ADMINISTRATION AND PAYMENTS) 

AMENDMENT AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 The Minister indicated that there were new 
processes implemented and developed to ensure that 
there were checks and balances and to ensure an 
effective audit trail. Can the Minister provide confirma-
tion that the Auditor General or that his auditor was 
involved in this process and that they signed off on the 
new process? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: We proactively, at some 
point in the middle of 2020, engaged PwC [Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers] to do an audit of our processes and 
the controls in place. We later, in the second phase of 
the programme, decided to change the way in which 
people verified their status as being employed or re-
maining unemployed. In the earlier phase of the pro-
gramme, there was an honour system that required 
people to notify us once they had returned back to 
work, which is largely the reason why overpayments 
were made to [INAUDIBLE] people confirming that 
they had returned back to work. 
 Under the new, revised programme applicants 
were required to advise the government every week 
before payment cycle was made that they remained 
unemployed. If people did not confirm that they re-
mained unemployed, they did not receive a payment. 
Payments were also made in arrears in the second 
phase of the [programme] as opposed to being made 
in advance. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Minister 
mentioned an outside entity doing an audit. What was 
the cost of that audit? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: It might have been 
$20,000, if that much. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Any further supplementaries? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I had a supplemental, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Minister indicated in 
the first paragraph of his presentation that there was a 
legislative mechanism to offset funds owed arising 
from benefits paid against future payments. Is there a 
mechanism in place whereby the individual involved 
has to approve or sign off on this process? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Not that I am aware of, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Another supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So individuals can have the 
offset without providing approval, is what the Minister 
is saying? 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I think that is 
what “I am not aware of” means. What we have done, 
Mr. Speaker, in the cases where we have already col-
lected funds, where we do not have the ability current-
ly to offset, is we have been in touch with the affected 
individuals and in some instances with their employ-
ers. Because their employers have helped to facilitate 
the collection of the data required to provide the indi-
viduals with the benefit. And we have worked with 
people who have voluntarily refunded the government 
the amounts for which they were overpaid. 
 What we do not want to do is get into the 
business of going to court around recovering these 
amounts of monies, because in the first instance the 
cost of the court process is an additional burden for 
the individual as well as the government. And we have 
had, up until now, very good reactions, receptivity 
from individuals who in most instances acknowledged 
that they were overpaid and that they made a mistake 
in terms of not getting back to us in the appropriate 
amount of time. 
 I do not foresee this being particularly chal-
lenging, although I think that for the sake of good or-
der, we should have the tools available to us inas-
much as few people are entitled to future benefits and 
have not repaid amounts that they were paid in error. 
 

Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, MP Pearman. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Honourable Minister of Finance, in terms of 
the term “benefits” that the repayments are going to 
be sought from individuals, which benefits will be they 
be clawed back from? Are they just future unemploy-
ment benefits, or would they be clawed back from any 
government benefits? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Primarily unemployment 
benefits. We are not contemplating affecting other 
benefits that persons might need. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Second supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, in terms of the clawback 
(if I can use that expression) will the government ap-
ply needs-testing to that recovery of money? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, as I men-
tioned before, we endeavour to work with people to 
recover the funds that were overpaid. It is not intend-
ed to be a confrontational exercise. The team that we 
have in place that has worked on this project for the 
better part of the last 14 or 15 months is a relatively 
small team, four to five people. I think by any objective 
measure, when asked by the public to assess these 
folks, they would report that these folks have been 
very responsive and open to working with people in 
terms of their circumstances in terms of getting them 
moving. So I do not foresee any change in posture of 
the team that has worked so hard over the course of 
the last year-and-a-bit to try to ensure that people in 
their times of need were provided with the support that 
the government was providing. 
 Similarly, in working to recover those amounts 
that have been past due (on average that $1,400 per 
person, so about three weeks’ of unemployment 
benefits), I am endeavouring to ensure the team has 
the same posture. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any further supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
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SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, in regard to 
the recovery, what parameters has the Government 
provided those who are faced with the task of reach-
ing out and trying to recover the money? What pa-
rameters have they provided them? For example, if 
somebody is unemployed, and we know the unem-
ployment rate is quite high at the present time . . . if 
somebody is unemployed how much grace are they 
given before they even have to consider any repay-
ment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: The discretion with respect 
to grace is mine. And at this point the team has not 
been very active in terms of the remaining cases that 
are outstanding. I think we have suspended the calls 
on this effort, you know, in trying to focus on getting 
the second phase of the programme completed, as 
we have worked to get the Island back up and run-
ning. 
 My sense is that there is an extensive data-
base. The team will report in to the Ministry how they 
are progressing. Inasmuch as there are difficult hard-
ship cases, they will seek our approval to provide 
some degree of latitude to folks. But in the grand 
scheme of things, I would say the programme has 
been tremendously successful in that we have gotten 
most people their money. And we have had a 5 per 
cent error rate, if you can call it that. So we will just 
work with people to get the money back. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Final supplementary? 
 
The Speaker: Your second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, final supplementary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 In regard to this process, am I correct, Minis-
ter, in assuming that every benefit payment will have 
to be reviewed to make sure it was done in the proper 
way? Or if not, ratified in the proper way? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: No. That is not the case. 
In the early days of the programme, Mr. Speaker, my 
recollection (and I remember this vividly) is that there 
was a press conference held on a Tuesday advising 
folks that this programme would be stood up. And my 
team and I were responsible for getting people paid by 
Friday, so in three days. As you can imagine, getting 
over 3,000 people paid in three days and getting a 
programme stood up required a lot of work. 
 As a result––and I think I have said this in the 
House and in my other public statements––as the 
Minister Finance, I am responsible for Financial In-
structions and I have the authority to vary them as I 
deem appropriate. And so the Financial Instructions 

do allow me some degree of flexibility to break the 
rules or change the rules. So, in a spirit of efficiency, 
instead of having people follow the rules around 
providing all of their data, we allowed employers to 
assist us in making submissions on behalf of their 
employees. And then we went back to kind of validate 
that information. So there were a number of controls 
in place.  

Of course, all controls are not perfect. And as 
the time went on, we were able to tighten up the pro-
gramme as to where we now are where we pay in ar-
rears and folks are required to confirm their status 
before a payment is made to them. 
 We also have more robust documentation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does anyone else have a supplementary? 
 There are none. Opposition Leader, do you 
have a third question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am done, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Minister, the other Member who indicated he 
had questions for you was MP Dunkley. 
 MP, do you still wish to put questions, or did 
your supplementary cover it? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We covered it, Mr. Speak-
er. And I thank the Minister. 
 
The Speaker: No problem. 
 We will now move on. The next Statement is 
that of the Minister of Education. 
 Minister, your second Statement in reference 
to the Summer Professional Learning, there is a ques-
tion from MP Jackson. 
 MP Jackson, would you like to put your ques-
tion?  

QUESTION 1: SUMMER PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EDUCATORS 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, Minister. 
 Yes, I am just curious when and to how many 
grade levels will these concepts be introduced? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I am not sure . . . what 
does she mean by “concepts”? I spoke to Creative 
Curriculum and Project Based Learning, and the 
Statement states that those are for pre-
school/kindergarten. And the Blended Learning, if you 
refer to a previous Statement that I made, was some-
thing that we are introducing at the primary level. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: So that would be all schools, 
all students at that level? 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: The idea is we have to start 
somewhere. So the idea is that eventually we will 
move to the Blended Learning module throughout the 
Bermuda Public School System. This previous 
COVID-19 year it was used quite successfully at the 
high school level and in some cases at the middle 
school level. We have had pilots going on at the pri-
mary school level to see how we can introduce that 
even more so in the upcoming year.  
 With reference to the previous Statement I 
had made two weeks ago, or one or two sittings ago, 
that talked about the Chromebooks that will be issued 
to all primary school students from P5 through P6, 
that was when we talked about the Blended Learning 
being integrated into that as well.  

And so it is something that is in progress as 
we speak, and I will continue to provide updates as 
we roll out the programme even more so. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 A supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, I have a supplementary. 
 The Minister has just mentioned “integrated.” 
Are these programmes going to be integrated into the 
existing curriculum? Or is this something that will be 
integrated or a part of the introduction of these . . . 
part of the transformation and the new curriculum? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: As noted in the Statement, 
I made several references to 21st century learning. 
And the Member is aware of our school reform which 
includes not just the upgrading of buildings, but the 
introduction of a revamped school curriculum as well 
that introduces what we labelled 21st Century Learning 
Modules. So it will be part of the new curriculum. 
 The thing that has happened with us is that 
COVID-19 has caused us to accelerate some of these 
things much faster than what the original planning 
was. So some things are just out of sync from where 
they would have naturally been, including the remote 
learning and integrated learning.  

So as we move forward, again as I said, I will 
provide updates on a regular basis on where we are 
with that and how it is benefiting our students within 
our system. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Further supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I am done. 
 
The Speaker: Do you have a second question? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No second question. 
 

The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, MP Jackson. I 
appreciate your [INAUDIBLE]. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Okay. 
 We will now move on. I see that the Premier is 
back at his desk. We can go back to the questions for 
the Premier. 
 Premier, MP Dunkley has a question for you 
on your Statement this morning. 
 Would you like to put your question, MP? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. But if 
the Opposition Leader has a question, I defer to him 
first. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I had one. 
 
The Speaker: No, he did not. It was just you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I had one too, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh. Sorry. 
 
The Clerk: Right at the top, the very first— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. It is noted there. Yes, okay. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question?  
 

QUESTION 1: MOVING BERMUDA’S TOURISM 
BEYOND THE PANDEMIC 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 Mr. Premier, you touched on Fairmont South-
ampton. It is my understanding that Fairmont South-
ampton has been designated a quarantine site. How 
long will this be a quarantine site? And how will it im-
pact the redevelopment of the hotel? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can I 
go? (My apologies.) 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. I thank the Honoura-
ble Opposition Leader for his question. 
 At this point in time the Fairmont Southamp-
ton is targeting the commencement of their opera-
tions, if all finance is able to be done, in September. 
And we will not be able to use the facility as a quaran-
tine hotel at that point in time. But it remains to be 
seen. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
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Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Premier provide 
more details and an update on the Fairmont redevel-
opment plan? 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Somebody is in there, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. We just muted them.  

Go ahead, Opposition Leader. Put your sup-
plementary. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Premier provide 
details and an update on Fairmont Southampton’s 
development plan? I know he just touched on it. But 
does he have any more information that he could 
share with the people of Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 I am not entirely certain what details the Hon-
ourable Opposition Leader is asking for. I think that 
those statements have been made in public, that the 
Government continues to work [with] and tries to sup-
port the work and efforts of the owners and the devel-
opers in securing financing to fulfil it. I know that the 
Minister of Finance, myself and the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 31, who assist me, went and 
took a look at the model room. We have made our-
selves available to meet with investors if necessary.  

And we will continue to do that to support the 
development. But the most important thing is that the 
developer does what is necessary in order to advance 
this project. And that will be making sure that the fi-
nancing and funding are in place. 
 I am excited. I think it is an amazing and 
transformational project of which they look to engage 
in. I think the estimated amount of investment is $300 
million, a complete transformation of all of the rooms, 
a complete transformation of the Beach Club, [and] 
many particular areas. I think that it is certainly incred-
ible, and we are continuing to support those efforts. 
But as the Honourable Opposition Leader can imag-
ine, as he works in financial services, it is certainly a 
difficult and uncertain environment in this space.  

And Bermuda is not unique in the challenges 
in regard to certainly making sure that we can finance 
such a complex development project. But we are con-
tinuing to work with the developers. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, supplementary. 
 

The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: As this is a designated 
quarantine site until September, based on the Prem-
ier’s comments, what type of remuneration pro-
gramme does the Government have with the owners 
of this property in regard to its being used as a quar-
antine site? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: There is no remuneration, Mr. 
Opposition Leader. I think the rates were published. I 
think it is $185 for individuals. So we are going to con-
tinue to work through that. But there is nothing special 
that is taking place, nothing outside of what is taking 
place at the other establishments. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. Those are my 
questions. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. So no further questions at all? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Not from me. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: MOVING BERMUDA’S TOURISM 
BEYOND THE PANDEMIC 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 To the Honourable Premier: Honourable 
Premier, on your second page, I believe it is the third 
paragraph, you read, “Mr. Speaker, since those days 
much has been rebuilt and visitor confidence in Ber-
muda remains high. That confidence saw us chosen 
to host certain events whose original locations could 
not deliver the safe experience . . . .”  

In regard to that [statement], my question to 
the Honourable Premier is (yes or no): In referring to 
“host[ing] certain events,” was the Revolve event that 
was held earlier this summer one of those events? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: The answer is no.  

The Revolve event was not a hosted event. (It 
was a clever one there by the Honourable [Member].) 
What we are talking about is certainly the fact that we 
were able to host the first in-person golf tournament 
event last year with the PGA Championship and also 
other events last year, certainly without question. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: As the company men-
tioned has high-profile people with them, traveling with 
them and their exposure goes worldwide, was the 
BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] aware, supportive 
of or involved in the Revolve event? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I can refer the 
Honourable Member to the public statements which 
were made by the Bermuda Tourism Authority. I can-
not necessarily speak . . . but if the Honourable Mem-
ber wishes to ask a specific question on that, I am 
happy to go ahead and get the answer for him. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I just asked the question, 
so I would appreciate the answer from the Honourable 
Premier. Was the BTA aware, supportive of, or in-
volved in, the event? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, my answer will re-
main the same. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. I think that basically the answer 
was that it is in the public knowledge, in short form? Is 
that basically what you are saying, Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I said that the Honourable Mem-
ber can refer to the statements which have been re-
leased from the Bermuda Tourism Authority. And if he 
has any specific matters on which he wants to follow 
up on that specific issue, he is more than welcome to 
put them in writing and we will seek to get the an-
swers to them. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: It is your second supplementary. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. 
 As the Premier is the Minister of Tourism, and 
I assume would be updated on happenings within the 
BTA, was he aware of the Revolve event? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Was I aware that Revolve was 
coming to Bermuda? Absolutely. 
 
The Speaker: Those are your two supplementaries 
on that question. Do you have a second question? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: MOVING BERMUDA’S TOURISM 
BEYOND THE PANDEMIC 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: If the Premier was aware 
that Revolve was coming to Bermuda, why were not 
precautions put in place so that they follow every 
COVID-19 restriction? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I think that you 
would be making an assumption. That is not correct to 
say that, why precautions were not put in place, be-
cause clearly precautions and things were issued by 
the Ministry of National Security. The Honourable 
Member would be aware that there is certainly an in-
vestigation that is taking place, and the Minister of 
National Security went on record in speaking about 
the challenges of which were there. 
 So, I recognise the Honourable Member is 
trying to make political mischief, but I will say two 
things: Number one, Mr. Speaker, this of course has 
nothing to do with the Statement. The first question 
that the Honourable Member asked was, Was one of 
these events the ones that we are speaking about? 
We said no, and he has continued down this line of 
questioning when we are trying to talk about moving 
beyond the pandemic. But at the same point in time, 
Mr. Speaker, I will entertain him because I guess that 
is the line the Opposition would like to be on. 
 
The Speaker: Well, just for clarity, it is not necessarily 
political mischief. He is just asking a question. Every-
body is entitled to ask a question. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will just say this— 
 
The Speaker: But you gave him his answer, and you 
put it in context. And we will accept that. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, Standing Orders 
require that questions be related to the Statement. 
And there was nothing in this Statement in regard to 
anything of which he is speaking about. But I will go 
ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
appreciate that. And I understand it is a touchy sub-
ject. But this is Question Period, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you. That answered my questions, Honourable Prem-
ier. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Hold on one second. 
 MP Swan, I keep muting you, and you keep 
turning your microphone back on. Do you want to put 
a question? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Perhaps he wants to put in 
a question. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan? Okay, I am muting you. 
Please keep your microphone off. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, MP Pearman? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: The Honourable Premier has 
told the Honourable House that he was aware of the 
Revolve event. Could the Honourable Premier also tell 
this Honourable House approximately when he be-
came aware of the Revolve event; more specifically, 
was it on the day itself when he posted his tweets? Or 
was he involved before that? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, this is not the first 
time that Revolve has been to Bermuda sponsored by 
the Bermuda Tourism Authority. Revolve has been to 
Bermuda. And when the Honourable Member is say-
ing “the Revolve event,” a series of events were held 
by Revolve which were held on Island. And I was 
aware that Revolve was coming on Island and was 
hosting a series of events. 
 As to the specifics of them, no. The state-
ments that have been made in the public domain are 
the statements of which stand. Mr. Speaker, what I 
would say is it is very interesting that the Honourable 
Members of the Opposition at no point in time have 
asked anything regarding the content of this State-
ment or how we are moving forward with tourism. So I 
guess that I understand where the interest of the Op-
position lies. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, second supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not 
believe the Honourable Premier answered the ques-

tion posed, although he tap-danced around it very 
well. 
 Honourable Premier, would you like to answer 
the question as to when you became involved and 
aware? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I do not know when 
I became involved or aware. What I can say is that 
there was certainly . . . as the Minister responsible for 
Tourism, I knew that Revolve was coming to Bermu-
da. They are a high-profile group. I think what the 
Honourable Member is trying to do is to get something 
on the record to say something about, The Premier 
knew that there were some boats or things, and all the 
rest. The answer to the question is no. 
 So we can re-align and state again. Number 
one, Mr. Speaker, we knew that Revolve was coming 
to Bermuda. Yes, that is a fact. That is there. I was 
aware that they were coming. I was aware that they 
were holding events. I do not even know how many 
days they were here for—four, five, six? I was aware. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You had your two supplementaries. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any other Members with a 
supplementary? 
 There are none. 
 Thank you, Premier, for responding. 
 We will now go back to the Statements that 
have questions this morning. And that takes us to the 
Minister of Labour. 
 Minister of Labour, you have questions this 
morning on your Statement from MP Pearman. 
 MP Pearman, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: IMMIGRATION REFORM 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Honourable Minister. 
 Honourable Minister, in your Statement today 
on page 5, you said that “the Ministry of Labour will 
continue its work to use immigration as a lever to sup-
port the local economy.” Lest it be said that the Oppo-
sition is always here to create political mischief, may I 
just commend that statement, which I support the phi-
losophy. You identified four priorities. Are those in a 
particular order in terms of importance? Or are they 
four priorities of equal importance?  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
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Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Op-
position for their support. And there are four priorities 
of equal importance. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No supplementary from me. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you, Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. No supplementary from anyone?  
 Thank you. 
 We now move on to the last Statement this 
morning, which was given by the Minister of Works. 
 Minister of Works, you have a question this 
morning from the Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question to the Minister? 
 

QUESTION 1: SUMMER WATER SHORTAGE 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 Can the Minister provide the total revenues 
earned by the government at the water trucking sta-
tions across the Island annually? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
have that information before me. But I am sure it is 
readily available, and I will get it. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Member, the Minister has made an indication 
that he can get it to you at a different sitting. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. Supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Supplemental? Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: How much does the gov-
ernment charge for each load of water that a trucker 
takes from our station? 
 
The Speaker: I do not know if that was in the State-
ment. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, I do not see the cost. 
 
[Crosstalk and laughter]  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I do not know the an-
swer to that either. But I am sure I could get that an-
swer before this session ends. 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. I will 
yield until he gets the answers, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any supplementaries from any other Mem-
ber? 
 No supplementary. 
 That brings us to a close of the question-and-
answer period, and we are three minutes short of the 
allotted 60 minutes. Thank you. 
 We will now move on. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: Would any Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That sounds like MP Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, it is, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Foggo, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to give condolences 
for Mr. Andre Minors. Gone too soon, a young man, a 
constituent of mine down in St. David’s here. And I 
just want condolences to go out to his family and the 
community, who will greatly miss Andre. 
 I would also like to send out congratulatory 
remarks, and I will keep them brief because I am sure 
the Minister of Education will say far more than me. 
 
The Speaker: Can you speak up just a little bit, MP? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Sure. I would also like to give 
congratulatory remarks, and I will keep them very brief 
because I am sure the Minister of Education will have 
far more in-depth comments to make for the gradu-
ates in general of CedarBridge and Berkeley, but in 
particular (I have to be honest) for the graduates of 
Berkeley Institute, I think our young people have done 
extremely well in spite of all of the odds that they 
faced. The Minister made mention in his Ministerial 
Statement of all of the odds that they faced with re-
spect to the COVID-19. 
 So hats off to them all! Hats off to the number 
of students graduating, the high percentage that have 
graduated in each of our public high schools. And on 
that note I will gladly stop because I hope to hear 
more from the Education Minister. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
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 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like the Minister of Education 
wants to follow those last comments, so I am going to 
acknowledge the Minister of Education. 
 You have your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
will try to be very quick because I have quite a bit. 
 First of all, Mr. Speaker, some obituaries. 
[Condolences] to the family of Mr. Carlton “Pluke” 
Smith down there on Somersall Road, another young 
man whom we have lost far too soon. I grew up with 
Carlton. I served on several committees with him for 
Eastern County for Harrington Workmen’s Club and 
for the Cleveland County Cricket team. 
 Also, Ms. Sandra DeSilva, again of Devil’s 
Hole, of Ramgoat Hill, wife of our dearly departed 
“Red” DeSilva, who unfortunately has passed. 
 I want to send condolences to the family of 
William James “Jimmy Doc” Richardson, beloved 
husband of Sonja Gibbons-Richardson, a teacher, a 
paraprofessional within our system and a constituent 
of mine. My condolences to them. 
 And I also want to join MP Lovitta Foggo for 
condolences to Andre Minors. Lovitta may not know 
this, but I actually grew up next door to Andre when 
he lived on Somersall Road, he and his family. My 
condolences to his family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to send con-
gratulations to the 13 teachers who completed the 
BTIP last week. We had a virtual showing of them. For 
those who do not know, the BTIP is the Bermuda 
Teacher Induction Programme. It is a two-year men-
toring programme that all new teachers must go 
through within the Bermuda Public School System. It 
is always one of those things I look forward to be-
cause the teachers give their testimonials and such. 
And there are always accolades given to the mentor 
teachers whom we have within our system who are 
specifically there to work with our young teachers, to 
get them ready for the rigours of moving into the pro-
fession. So congratulations to those 13 teachers who 
have completed that programme! 
 As MP Foggo did speak, I want to send hearty 
congratulations to all of our graduates from our senior 
high schools, public and private, who have gone 
through quite a bit these last two years of COVID-19 
interruptions to get to the point where they are gradu-
ating. But I also want to congratulate all of the other 
schools, our middle schools, our primary schools and 
our preschools in their leaving ceremonies for those 
as well. Because they have been affected by COVID-
19 just like our graduating seniors have been affected. 
And it was a pleasure to go to as many of those 
events as I could, as we could finally have something 

to celebrate of the leaving ceremonies of our students 
as they move on to their respective next levels. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speak-
er. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Lister, I think I heard you before 
and I hear you again. Go ahead. You have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like to start off on a sad note, Mr. 
Speaker, by sending condolences to the family of Mr. 
Ra-Che Williams, who last week passed from a road 
traffic collision. So I would like to send condolences to 
his family. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Associate me, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The other Members have asked to be 
associated. Continue. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would also like to associate with the com-
ments from both previous speakers in congratulatory 
remarks to all graduates of all levels, primary, pre-
school, middle school and high school. To wish them 
well in their future endeavours. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, some celebratory remarks 
to the Canadian nationals living in Bermuda, as yes-
terday was Canada Day, and to the American nation-
als [because] Sunday will be [their] Independence 
Day, on July 4, Mr. Speaker. 
 And lastly, Mr. Speaker, in between those, I 
would like to send birthday wishes to none other than 
my wife [because] tomorrow will be her birthday, Ms. 
Alicia Lister. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me 
to have those comments. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member . . . I hear the 
Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to make 
your contribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have your three minutes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to send condo-
lences to a great family who is close to Bermuda who 
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lives overseas. Mr. Speaker, as you know, Elliot Mott-
ley and Amor Mottley were in Bermuda. And their son 
recently died unexpectedly in Barbados. So I wish to 
send condolences to the Prime Minister of Barbados, 
Ms. Mia Mottley and her parents Elliot and Amor Mott-
ley, for the passing of their son and brother, Warren 
Mottley. It was unexpected, and I think Bermuda 
should embrace them during this difficult time. 
 I would like to associate myself with the com-
ments made in regard to the graduates of our private 
schools, public schools, primary schools and pre-
schools. Our students should be very, very proud of 
their achievements. They did well during such tenuous 
circumstances, and they should continue to be salut-
ed. Along with them, the same kudos should go with 
our teachers because they in addition had to work 
under strenuous circumstances, and they did a ster-
ling job in delivering curricula to our students whereby 
they were positioned to graduate this year. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments made in regard to the Bermuda Teacher 
Induction graduates. I have been to a number of those 
events, and they were always moving. The new 
teachers were so keen and committed to education. 
And they put their heart and soul in education and 
prepared themselves for a wonderful and long-lasting 
career. So again, congratulations to the graduates 
and to the teachers. And I would like to associate Ms. 
Susan Jackson with the comments. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments made by MP Lister in regard to the Cana-
dians on the Island in regard to Canada Day, and the 
American friends for the Fourth of July celebrations. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Would any other Member? 
 I hear the Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Deputy Speaker, would you like to 
have your three minutes now? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the remarks concerning condolences for William 
“Jimmy Doc” Richardson. William was the nephew of 
former Senate President Hugh Richardson. He was 
certainly close to me. He was actually the brother of 
my sisters Dina and Dawnette, and brothers Elbert 
and those guys. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associat-
ed with the remarks [regarding] Sandra Trott Dickin-
son Joyiens [DeSilva]. She comes from around Frog 
Alley up in the hill up there, very, very nice, nice per-
son. She will certainly be sorely missed by her family. 

 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associat-
ed with the remarks [regarding] Carlton “Pluke” Smith. 
I am sure the name Pluke is a nickname. I am sure his 
father gave him that name, because it sounds like 
something his father would say. Pluke was a former 
Captain of the world’s most exciting County Cup team, 
Harris Bay. And he was also President at one time 
and coach of the under-13s. Pluke gave his all, no 
matter whether he was a player on the field, captain, 
president or coach of the under-13 fellows. 
 One of the stalwarts of the club, McNeil 
McGowan, said that Pluke would go and pick up the 
young boys. He was the coach of the under-13s. [He 
would] pick them up and deliver them back at home 
[after] training. And he also said that one of Pluke’s 
dreams was that every young player who played Jun-
ior County would end up playing the Senior County for 
the most exciting team in the Eastern County. 
 Pluke was a no-nonsense type of guy. He did 
not take foolishness lightly. If you acted up on the 
field, most times, I would say 90 per cent of the time, 
Pluke would suspend you right there, right on the field. 
I can tell you, I think Pluke was the type of guy, I 
would venture to say, who honoured his mother and 
his father, Barbara Smith and Carlton P. Smith, 
[PHONETIC] who ran for the Progressive Labour Par-
ty in the 1970s. He also looked out for his sister. He 
was dedicated not only to his family; he was dedicated 
to the Harris Bay Cleveland County team and the Har-
ris Bay community. He would be a guy who is going to 
be sorely missed down there in Harris Bay, a great 
person, a great guy gone too soon. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan, it looks like I see you on the 
video, and I hear you coming through there. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Yes, I know you like the colours. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is on a sad occasion and note 
that I bring condolences on the passing of Mr. Calvin 
[Reginald] “Spryer” Hodsoll from St. George’s, who 
was very much associated with the Ebenezer Method-
ist Church. 
 
An Hon. Member: Associate me, please. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And MP Foggo and Minis-
ter Ming, I am certain, as they know him and MP Bur-
gess, I am sure. Anybody else who wishes to be as-
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sociated would attest to the fact that he was a well-
known and a well-respected and a well-liked St. 
Georgian. His trade of plumbing caused him to have 
to come to the rescue of many a family in need. His 
family connections are significant in the St. George’s 
community, notwithstanding that [the] Hodsoll and 
Wellington Hill connection is very, very strong in there, 
even that Ferry Reach camping community of which I 
will sorely miss this summer when I run by to bring 
greetings to the Hodsolls out there. I am sure their 
family will miss Spryer, and all of his many friends in 
St. George’s, Mr. Speaker, will surely miss him. 
 Mr. Speaker, congratulations I would like to 
bring to my colleague, Minister Renee Ming, who has 
carried on a legacy and a tradition started by her men-
tor, the Honourable Dame Jennifer Smith, with the 
Future Leader Awards, an event that had to be recon-
figured over the last years because of COVID-19, 
honouring the young students who are coming out of 
middle school and primary school in our communities. 
I am sure if she gets the opportunity, she will single 
out those individuals who were honoured. But I just 
want to congratulate her for continuing on a great leg-
acy established by a great leader of the country and 
someone very much committed to education during 
her entire tenure, and young people, during her tenure 
as a parliamentarian—and that was Dame Jennifer 
Smith. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Sounds like Honourable Premier. 
Would you like to have your three minutes? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, sir. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I do not believe I will take that 
long, Mr. Speaker. But, Mr. Speaker, on a sad note 
you will see that I am wearing green today. Green of 
course is the colour of the Bermuda Progressive La-
bour Party, Mr. Speaker. But it is also the colour that 
friends and family of the young Mr. Ra-Che Williams 
have asked to wear today in his honour. And I would 
like the House to send condolences to the family and 
friends of Mr. Ra-Che Williams, who tragically lost his 
life in a hit-and-run collision. 
 Mr. Williams was a very well-respected indi-
vidual, a kind-hearted young man. And he was also a 
valued team member within the Ministry of Health, 
working on our coronavirus response. It is certainly so 
sad to lose someone so young. And myself, I have 
known his mother, Rachel Bailey, for just about my 

entire life. And as you can imagine, losing your only 
child in circumstances such as this, it is without ques-
tion very crushing. So many of his friends have 
reached out and expressed their grief and expressed 
their concern. You can see with the outpouring of 
support for this young man that he was truly respected 
and loved inside of his community. 
 He loved his job, and he was a humble and 
loving spirit. And I would hope that this Honourable 
House—and I would like to associate all Members will 
this—will send a letter of condolences to his mother, 
Ms. Rachel Bailey, on her loss in these tragic circum-
stances. I know that the Minister of Health acknowl-
edged at a press conference that he was a valued 
team member. But I just want to make sure, Mr. 
Speaker, that the House can be on record for ex-
pressing our condolences to his family. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will just ask if I 
can be associated with the congratulations which 
have been made to all of our graduating seniors. And 
certainly I associate with congratulations that were 
given by the Honourable Member from constituency 2 
in regards to the Honourable Minister from constituen-
cy 1. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Is that . . . 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes, it is the Attorney 
General. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes. Madam Attorney General. I 
was trying to catch your voice that time. You have 
your three minutes. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is with sadness today that I 
would like to acknowledge the passing of [Joycelyn] 
“Sophie” O’Brien. She was the mother of my Perma-
nent Secretary, Marva O’Brien. And she has two sons, 
Dennis and Delroy. And she will be sadly missed and 
memorialised by not only her family, but the Loyal Hill 
community. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Associate me, Mr. Speaker. 
Associate me as well, Mr. Speaker. Can you associ-
ate me as well, Mr. Speaker? 
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The Speaker: Yes. There are many Members who 
want to be associated with you, Attorney General. 
Continue. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Including the Honoura-
ble Premier and my own colleagues. 
 She was—and it is hard to say “was” because 
you still feel her presence, it was so strong––she was 
an amazing matriarch of the O’Brien clan. She was a 
fabulous stalwart in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. And my acquaintance with her started when I 
was five years old. She was from Loyal Hill. And I am 
sure that neighbourhood is grieving as we speak. 
They lived in Loyal Hill; I lived on the other side of the 
hill. And I attended Elliot Primary School with Marva 
and her sons. She was an amazing woman of incredi-
ble strength, who originated from Jamaica and made 
her home in Bermuda, raised a family and showed a 
resilience that is characteristic of Black women of that 
time and will survive her today. 
 I cannot even spend the time to give all of the 
anecdotal fond memories that we have and I have of 
that family. But today is a very sad day. I am heart-
ened by the fact that the family has a tremendous 
support system. But it does not matter whom you sur-
round yourself with. The memories and legacy of the 
mother will continue on. She certainly will be sadly 
missed. But her legacy will continue in her children 
and her grandsons. And today I express condolences 
to that family on behalf of myself, my family and the 
entire House. We will certainly miss her. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I move on to happy news, I 
am pleased to acknowledge someone who is very 
special to me, one Shi-Vaughn Lee, one of our young 
people who is rising to great heights as a young en-
trepreneur. Colleagues and Mr. Speaker may recall 
that Shi-Vaughn was one of my pupils in the Attorney 
General’s Chambers who was actually called to the 
Bar in 2019. And she took the bold step of determin-
ing that her future was not in law and that she was 
going to turn her attention—and she is quite a brilliant 
and purposeful and hard-working young woman—to 
being an entrepreneur. And for those of us who have 
young people, she is the owner and proprietor of Dove 
& Butterfly. Dove & Butterfly is a business that makes 
and sells also— 
 
[Timer chimes] 
 
The Speaker: Madam Attorney General, I think you 
may hear that sound which is the alarm saying that 
your three minutes have expired. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 

Some Hon. Members: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Ming, I see you in front of the 
camera there. Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker and 
colleagues and listening audience. 
 First of all, I would like to be associated with 
the comments for Calvin Hodsoll. Mr. Hodsoll, “Spry-
er” as he would be known to our more mature St. 
George’s community, was definitely well-known, well-
liked and one of those plumbers you could call 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week and he would be there to 
assist. He will truly be missed by the St. George’s 
community. 
 I would also like to extend condolences to the 
Baker family on the loss of their mom, their grand-
mother, their friend, the aunt, the family, Ms. Lois 
Baker. They are truly in our thoughts and prayers to-
day. Mr. Speaker, on a very happy note, my col-
league did mention that we hosted our Future Leaders 
of Bermuda Awards ceremony last evening. Mr. 
Speaker, this is one of those events that warms your 
heart and lets you know that the future is bright. What 
I saw in that space yesterday, there were future Minis-
ters of National Security, there were future Premiers. 
These are young people, Mr. Speaker, who are doing 
amazing things. And at a young age, they have 
demonstrated that they are leaders in their own right. 
What was spoken of them yesterday was that they 
[will] become leaders who will actually make a differ-
ence. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate 
Kyori Allbouy, Pria Denbrook, Yalen Sewell, Dimon 
O’Connor, Tayori Perinchief, Darian Seymour, Page 
DeSousa, Nazai Thompson-Swan. Well done! It is an 
amazing group of young people. They have an excel-
lent village supporting them. And I know, Mr. Speaker, 
that we will see more from them and great things to 
come. So, Mr. Speaker, on that note I would just like 
to congratulate them once again, and thank you very 
much for the time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Before I acknowledge any other Member, let 
me just note that it is now 12:30, and there is a com-
mittee meeting that is supposed to take place during 
lunch, which I and other Members have to sit in. If the 
other Members who want to make a contribution, just 
a couple, we could probably do them. If it is more than 
that, I am going to suggest that we continue with the 
condolences and congratulations at two o’clock when 
we return from lunch. 
 Is there indication that there are quite a few 
more Members who wish to make a contribution? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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The Speaker: Seems like it. Okay. 
 Premier, I am going to ask that you break for 
lunch now, and we will continue the condolences and 
congratulations when we return. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that this Honourable 
House now adjourn until 2:00 pm. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. The House 
stands adjourned until 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:31 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. 
 Members? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 We are back. The House is now resuming 
after our lunch break. When we broke, we were still on 
the Condolences and Congratulatory Remarks. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to make a contribution? 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
[Continuation thereof] 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Mr. Speaker. Tyrrell. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Tyrrell, MP Tyrrell? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Tyrrell, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, earlier— 
 
The Speaker: If I can ask you to adjust yourself closer 
to the microphone? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Okay. 
 Earlier, as I said, many of my colleagues 
made reference to graduations in Bermuda being very 
special, especially this year with our students having 
to (I will use the word) “suffer” under COVID-19 regu-
lations and things like that. I thought it necessary to 
single out three of my students in my constituency, if 
you do not mind. 

 The first one is Rufaro Kunze, Rufaro is 11 
years old and he has graduated from Purvis Primary 
and he is going on toward the Academy. Rufaro has 
been a very excellent student both scholastically and 
athletically because all during this year he had been 
house captain, has broken several of the athletic rec-
ords, he has been head boy in this last year. So, I cer-
tainly wish him all the best. And he is the son of Taitu 
and Cain Kunze in Rocklands, [who are] my neigh-
bours. 
 The second one is Anias Godfrey, another 
young man who attended the Mt. St. Agnes Academy. 
He has graduated and is going on to High Point Uni-
versity in North Carolina. His line of study will be in-
formation technology, specialising in cybersecurity. 
And during his time at Mt. St. Agnes he enrolled in the 
Duke of Edinburgh scheme and attained the Bronze 
Award. He was also house captain as well, and he is 
the son of Alaire and Andre Godfrey in Warwick [IN-
AUDIBLE]. 
 And the third one that I need to mention is 
Amiah Butterfield, actually, my next-door neighbour, 
who graduated from the Berkeley Institute and will be 
attending St. Mary’s University in Canada. Her course 
of study will be speech language pathology. She is the 
daughter of Kamisha and Joseph Butterfield in [IN-
AUDIBLE]. 
 As I still have time, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to be associated with the condolences for a very good 
friend of mine, Mr. William (Jimmy Doc) Richardson. 
Jimmy Doc was a star player for the Boulevard Com-
munity Club. He and I had many friendly battles on the 
field, but there was always a lot of laughter after the 
game as we got together and had the usual 19th hole 
drink—that is a golf term. But he will be missed. In his 
community he was well-known and well-liked. 

So, I thank you very much for that opportunity, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tyrrell. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That sounds like MP Simmons-Wade. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, it is. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, MP, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Thank you. 
 I would like to give my condolences to Rev. 
Dr. Arnold Hollis on the death of his wife, Janice Hol-
lis, as well as to their three daughters. Ms. Hollis 
moved to Bermuda many, many years ago to support 
her husband at St. James Church. She was really 
very much the wind beneath his wings. She also was 
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an organist at the church and very, very involved in 
the community. And she was a dietician at the hospital 
for over 35 years. So, my condolences to the family. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Campbell, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, forgive me if 
these have already been raised because I am joining 
late, unavoidably. 
 First of all, I would like congratulatory remarks 
to go out to Mr. Johnny Campbell for graduating with 
the 2021 class at Berkeley Institute. He happens to be 
very close to me, he is my son, and I just want those 
remarks to go out. 
 I would like condolences to be sent to the 
family of Kathleen Ester Ford. And please stop me if 
these have already gone out. 
 
The Speaker: No, continue on. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: She was the wife of the late 
Patro Ford and the mother of Gaynell Hayward-
Caesar, John “Buddy” Ford, Russ Ford, Patrice Ford-
Smith, Melony Ford-Douglas, and the late Patro “To-
ny” Ford. Many of us will remember her when she 
owned the Ford’s New World Bakery over on Glebe 
Road. Many of us in this Chamber can attest to the 
fact that she was a gifted baker. And she was also a 
long-term and respected member of the Devonshire 
community. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Please associate me, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: So done, sir. 
 And lastly, condolences go out to the family of 
Carlton “Pluke” Smith. He was a past president and 
captain of the Cleveland County Cricket Club and also 
a very keen coach and had a strong interest in the 
youth. And I would like condolences to be sent to his 
family. He will be a big miss in the Cleveland County 
community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 No other Member? 

 Before we move on, I would just like to add a 
couple of comments as well. And I will start where the 
last Member just ended in regard to giving condolenc-
es to the Ford family. And I would like to add my 
comments to that, as well, in that I have actually 
known Ms. Ford for a long time and I first really got to 
know her from the bakery days. When I had my gro-
cery business, we used to get fresh baked goods from 
her to sell at our store in Somerset. She and her hus-
band were always extremely positive and uplifting and 
their food was very tasty—let me attest to that. It was 
one of the items that we could not keep on our 
shelves. But my condolences go out to the children—
who I know all—and our prayers are with you at this 
time. 
 And to Father Hollis on the passing of his 
wife, Janice Hollis. And as the former speaker before 
the last speaker indicated, Ms. Hollis was not Bermu-
dian by birth, but came here many, many years ago 
with her husband as he led out in the Sandys commu-
nity at St. James Church. And she shared in his com-
mitment in serving the Sandys community in his ca-
pacity and we all are saddened by her loss. 
 With those couple of remarks, we will now 
move on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: We have two Bills that will be intro-
duced at this time, and I believe adjustments are be-
ing made for a later Bill to be introduced under the 
suspension of the [Standing Orders]. 
 But the two Bills that are on the Order Paper 
will be introduced at this time. 
 I call on the Deputy Premier to introduce your 
Bill. 
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BILL 
 

FIRST READING 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good afternoon. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for the first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next day of meeting: the [Development] and 
Planning Amendment Act 2021. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 And the next Bill at this time is in the name of 
the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister of Finance. 
 

BILL 
 

FIRST READING 
 

PUBLIC TREASURY (ADMINISTRATION 
AND PAYMENTS) AMENDMENT 

AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: Public 
Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment 
and Validation Act 2021. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: The first item for today is the second 
reading of the Debt Collection Amendment Act 2021 
in the name of the Minister of Home Affairs. 
 Minister. 
 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Debt Collection 
Amendment Act 2021 be now read a second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

DEBT COLLECTION AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the second reading of the Bill entitled Debt Col-
lection Amendment Act 2021. The [purpose] of the 
following proposed Bill is to: 

1. exempt debt collectors licensed under the 
Debt Collection Act 2018 in the year 2020 
from providing the Debt Collection Authority 
with audited annual financial statements for 
the year 2020; and 

2. empower the Minister to extend the date of 
submission by debt collectors of audited fi-
nancial statements to the Debt Collection Au-
thority by a period not exceeding six months. 
Mr. Speaker, the [2018] Act, specifically under 

section 15(6), requires annual auditing of the debt col-
lection business trust accounts and filing of the audit-
ed financial statements with the Authority. Because of 
the COVID-19 shelter in place, licences were not is-
sued until the third and fourth quarters of 2020. Under 
the current Act, debt collection businesses would be 
required to produce audited financial statements for 
the partial year 2020 and, in some instances, for only 
three months of 2020. And they were only licensed for 
a period of time in 2020. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment proposes to 
waive the production of audited financial statements 
for debt collection business trust accounts for 2020 for 
any debt collection business licensed in 2020. They 
will now be required to produce audited financial 
statements for their trust accounts for 2021 and each 
succeeding year. 
 Mr. Speaker, currently the Act allows for an 
extension of time for filing audited trust account finan-
cial statements until April 30. The amendment pro-
poses to allow extensions of time for filing to be ex-
tended through June 30 of each year to allow for the 
production and auditing of the financial statements. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the 
Rent Commissioner, Ms. Karen Marshall, and the 
team in her office who drafted the legislation. Certain-
ly, I would like to thank Ms. Gwen Johnson, Parlia-
mentary Counsel, and Lovette Tannock, Parliamen-
tary Counsel (attached with the Attorney General’s 
Chambers). 
 Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker. 

http://www.bermudalaws.bm/laws/Annual%20Laws/2018/Acts/Debt%20Collection%20Act%202018.pdf#:%7E:text=DEBT%20COLLECTION%20ACT%202018%20PART%203%20LICENSING%20DEBT,section%20is%20guilty%20of%20an%20offence%20and%20liable%E2%80%94
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you to the Deputy Premier and Honourable Min-
ister for his brief presentation to the House. 
 This is a slightly odd bit of legislation in that it 
seeks to amend a primary Bill that we debated and 
put into place in 2018, which is the Debt Collection Act 
2018. And that was the Government’s initiative to try 
to tackle and, indeed, I think they described it as level-
ling the playing field for creditors and debtors. But 
they put in a series of requirements to try to regulate 
this area. That came into force, I believe in 2019 or 
thereabouts, and then we have had some substantive 
regulations that came in place in 2020. So, that is the 
background to this amendment. 
 What is slightly odd, from our perspective—
and we would welcome the explanation from the Hon-
ourable Minister—is why it would be that where best 
practice requires the provision of audited accounts, 
and where that was thought to be best practice by this 
Government when it enacted the 2018 legislation and 
subsequent regulations, why would we now depart 
from best practice? 
 Now, one obvious answer to my question 
might be, Well, it was COVID-19, it was 2020, there 
was not a lot of debt collection. Another answer, po-
tentially, is the one we just heard from the Honourable 
Minister just now in his brief to the House, which was 
that there was only third and fourth quarter accounts 
relevant to the year 2020. However, neither of those 
answers really explains why you would waive the 
need for audited accounts. It might explain why you 
would delay the need for audited accounts, why you 
would recognise that, like any other business, a debt 
collector might be behind on having their accounts 
audited because they are dealing with Zoom hearings 
with their auditors, or whatever other difficulties busi-
nesses are currently going through by reason of the 
pandemic. But, again, that does not really explain why 
one would waive the need to comply with the legisla-
tion and waive the need to comply with best practice. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, it does help if we just look, 
I think briefly, at section 15 of the primary Act. Section 
15 is the section being amended by this amending 
Act, and section 15 places various obligations on a 
debt collector, including by section 15(1) a require-
ment that a debt collector shall open and maintain 
separate trust accounts for the money collected. So, 

the best practice in section 15 of the previous Act in 
2018 envisaged that we would ring-fence collected 
monies from the regular business monies of the debt 
collector and that would be something that would be 
obviously apparent, for example, from any accounts 
produced in 2020. 
 There is also a requirement under section 15 
that a settlement of account should be provided by the 
debt collector—this is section 15(3)—and that should 
be provided every month. So, there should be a con-
stant stream of information coming from the debt col-
lector forward to show what is happening. It also gives 
the right to the Authority to go in and examine the ac-
counting records. And I would be grateful to hear from 
the Minister about the Authority to the extent that this 
is happening or if that happened. 

And we are not just raising these questions in 
a vacuum. This is an entity which was, as this House 
knows and as has been reported in the press, for a 
period unlicensed, despite being required to be li-
censed. And so, there is a bit of a track record here 
with at least one red flag. And, therefore, when some-
thing is being done which denies proper oversight and 
scrutiny . . . and I say “denies,” because it is not just 
delaying it, it is actually exempting; it is waiving the 
obligation. You know, that does not seem like the best 
approach in respect of a business about which there 
are already some public questions about their proce-
dures. 
 Again, I am not suggesting anything unto-
ward; I am just asking why it is that we are embarking 
down a waiver rather than a mere delay. And I am 
suggesting that the two obvious explanations—being 
COVID-19 and the fact that they only had third and 
fourth quarter accounts—neither of those really is a 
satisfactory explanation to why we would cease to 
have oversight for the 2020 period or half-year period. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I suppose I would 
ask this: Is the Honourable Minister confident that if 
the 2020 accounts were supplied by the debt collec-
tor, that all of the requirements of section 15 have 
been met? Because, of course, that is the potential 
prejudice here. It is whether or not all the things they 
ought to have been doing were done. And so, it would 
be helpful, given the flow of information should have 
been on a monthly basis pursuant to section 15(3), we 
would invite the Honourable Minister just to share with 
this House whether or not he is confident if the 2020 
accounts, or a portion thereof, were shared by the 
debt collectors as they should be, whether there 
would be any potential breaches there. 

So, with those brief remarks, we look forward 
just to the Honourable Minister’s responses to those 
issues. Again, in summary, why a waiver rather than a 
delay? Secondly, what is the current status on the 
licensing issue of this entity? And third, and finally, is 
the Minister confident that if we had 2020 accounts, if 
they were not being waived, that everything would be 
tickety-boo and above board? 
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Pearman. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 There are none. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I will briefly address the comments made by 
the Honourable Member in relation to this particular 
piece of legislation, the Debt Collection Amendment 
Act 2021.  
 I will draw the Honourable Member’s attention 
to section 8 of the principal Act, Application for li-
cence. And I will draw the Honourable Member to sec-
tion 8(2)(i) which requires, upon application, a state-
ment of the applicant’s accounts from the financial 
year preceding the application. One of the things I 
said in my Statement—and I know my Statement was 
only a couple of pages, so the Honourable Member 
should have remembered everything that I said—is 
that some of the applicants only concluded their appli-
cation process to be licensed as a proper business 
under the [INAUDIBLE] in 2020.  

So, because of that, and our effort is to pro-
vide a level of equity in treatment under this legisla-
tion, there are some whose debt collection applica-
tions were submitted much earlier, but there are some 
who did not complete the process due to a variety of 
reasons until 2020. We were in the midst of COVID-19 
in 2020. The ability for businesses to operate during 
that time was certainly difficult, to be mild in my de-
scription, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, this particular provision has been brought 
into place to account for all of that, and irrespective of 
the position of the company, of when it actually com-
pleted its application and was licensed. In bringing the 
whole experience into context, the decision was made 
to extend the period upon which they are required to 
file their audited financial statements taking all of that 
into account. 
 Certainly, I would be surprised if the Honour-
able Member would not agree that in light of the cir-
cumstances of many businesses over the last 15 
months, a level of sensitivity, a level of understanding, 
a level of care, and a level of a broader and more (I 
would say) tender attitude towards the condition of 
business is prudent at this time. This is an example of 
how this Government is trying to treat the overall 
business community at this time. 
 Certainly, we understand and do not shy away 
from the requirement that audited financial statements 
are a proper responsibility in the course of business—
not only for debt collection businesses, but for many 
businesses in this country where it is statutorily re-
quired—but we are deploying a level of sensitivity, a 
level of understanding, a level of care so that these 

businesses can, having had to deal with very unstable 
and unpredictable conditions, still meet their responsi-
bilities. 
 And so, this particular provision, taking all that 
I have said into account, is why this has been done. 
We think it is reasonable and appropriate to give this 
extension. They are not going to have to forego giving 
audited statements; they are given more time to pre-
pare their statements. And certainly, the activities of 
whatever period it was in 2020, will certainly be ac-
counted for in those audited statements as well at 
some point. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: So, with that Mr. Speaker— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —I am— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: There is a point of order. Let us take a 
point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, the Honourable Minister 
has twice now said that they are granting an “exten-
sion” and I believe he is misleading the House, alt-
hough perhaps unintentionally. 

The language of the amendment contains an 
“exemption”—that is [clause] 2 [inserting new section 
15(6A)—it is exempt from providing. So, could the 
Honourable Minister clarify? Because otherwise it 
sounds as if it is an extension, not an exemption. 

Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, did you hear the point of order? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, I heard the point of or-
der. 
 If the Honourable Member wants to play se-
mantics with words, that is fine, Mr. Speaker. I appre-
ciate the preciseness of the language used in the 
amending Act, but essentially, we are giving them 
more time because of the limited time many were in 
operation to prepare financial statements. 
 I do not actually believe that there is that 
much of an issue between exemption—in this case—
and extension. They are being given more time to 
prepare statements which, if you look at the cost re-
lated with preparing statements, they will probably be 
spending the same amount of money for preparing 
statements for three months or a quarter of a year as 
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they would spend for a full year. So, we are trying to, 
again, as I have said, and I will repeat it again, Mr. 
Speaker, and the Honourable Member, I guess, he 
likes the semantics of words, is being understanding, 
trying to be . . . appreciate the conditions that many 
businesses have had to face— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —we are legally creating an 
opportunity for them to deal with the situation in an 
easier way. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Minister is misleading the 
House. I am not dealing with semantics of words. 
There is a fundamental difference between exempting 
someone from having to do something, which means 
they do not have to do it, and extending the time for 
someone to do something, which means they have to 
do it, albeit at a later date. 
 If the Honourable Minister is saying that 2020 
accounts will be provided from all debt collectors, 
notwithstanding the word “exempted” in the amending 
Act, then I would be grateful for that clarification to the 
House and the point can fall away. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, again, Mr. Speaker, I am 
only going to deal with this point here because I would 
like to move on and make sure this Bill is properly 
handled.  

Certainly the Honourable Member who is 
learned and perhaps understands company matters, 
understands that even though they are being exempt-
ed from their reporting of their audited statements for 
2020 and they will do the audited statements for 2021, 
an auditor is likely to want to see the financial activi-
ties for 2020 in any event, so that the statements will 
be comprehensive and complete, irrespective of the 
time or the activity of that period. That is likely to be a 
requirement of the auditing process in any event. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think I have dealt with this 
matter adequately. And with that, Mr. Speaker, I ask 
now that the Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 2:29 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

DEBT COLLECTION AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Debt Collection Amendment Act 
2021. 
 Minister Roban, you have the floor. 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Hello, Mr. Chairman, sorry for 
that minor delay. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, continue. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: If you will oblige, Mr. Chair-
man, may I begin my presentation in the clause by 
clause? 
 
The Chairman: Certainly. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, the Bill seeks 
to amend the Debt Collection Act 2018 to exempt debt 
collectors licensed under the Act in the year 2020 
from the requirement to submit their audited annual 
financial statements for the year 2020 to the Debt Col-
lection Authority. 

The Bill will further provide power for the Min-
ister to extend debt collectors’ date of submission—
and I will repeat that sentence, Mr. Chairman, be-
cause somebody seems to have a problem with the 
word “extend.” The Bill further provides power for the 
Minister to extend the debt collectors’ date of submis-
sion of audited annual financial statements to the Debt 
Collection Authority by a period not exceeding six 
months. 

Clause 1, Mr. Chairman, provides a citation 
for the Bill. 

Clause 2 amends section 15 of the Debt Col-
lection Act 2018 to exempt debt collectors licensed 
under the Act in the year 2020 from providing the Debt 
Collection Authority with audited annual financial 
statements for the year 2020. The Bill further provides 
the power for the Minister to extend debt collectors’ 
date of submission of audited annual financial state-
ments to the Debt Collection Authority by a period not 
exceeding six months. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
[Pause]  

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/808a831eeae71d17feafb5fbc0f5f1ac.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/808a831eeae71d17feafb5fbc0f5f1ac.pdf
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The Chairman: Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Nothing from me, Mr. Chairman. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Member, Mr. 
Pearman. 
 Minister, do you want to finish, continue? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
 May I now move the appropriate clauses? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I would like to move the 
clauses of the Bill, clauses 1 and 2 of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 and 
2 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Clauses 1 and 2 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 and 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as print-
ed. 
 Thank you, Honourable Minister and all. 
 
[Motion carried: The Debt Collection Amendment Act 
2021 was considered by a Committee of the whole 
House and passed without amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 2:33 pm 
 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

DEBT COLLECTION AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Members, are there any objections to the Bill 
entitled the Debt Collection Amendment Act 2021 be-
ing reported to the House as printed? 
 There are none. 
 The Bill has been reported as printed. 
 Thank you, Members. 
 That brings us to a conclusion of that item. 
 We now move on to next item, which is the 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 in the name 
of the Minister of Education. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I now move that the Bill entitled 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 now be read 
the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

EDUCATION AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to present to this House a short Bill entitled the Edu-
cation Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021. 
 The Bill proposes minor amendments to the 
Education Act 1996 focused solely on the Board of 
Education, otherwise known as “the Board.” These 
changes are transitional in nature and are needed to 
further improve the operations of the Board as the 
Government and Ministry of Education move towards 
the introduction of an Education Authority to help gov-
ern our public education system. 
 To give some background, 2008 was the last 
time amendments were made regarding the Board of 
Education. Honourable Members who were in the 
House at that time may recall that, prior to the 2008 
amendments governance of the Board was quite dif-
ferent than what it is now. As per section 3 of the Ed-
ucation Act, as passed in 1996, members of the Board 
numbered not less than 5 and no more than 11.  

There were no specific requirements for par-
ticular groups or interests to be represented as is now 
the case. Appointees were at the pleasure of the Min-
ister and on one-year terms. Terms now range from 
one to three years to ensure that they are staggered 
and members can be reappointed. There was a 
Chairman and a Deputy Chairman—both appointed 
by the Minister. At present, a Deputy Chairman can be 
appointed from time to time by the Board amongst its 
members. And lastly, the Minister was empowered to 
chair and preside over any meeting as if he or she 
was the Chairman. This is no longer the case as the 
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Chairman presides and runs each board meeting. 
And, according to section 4 of the Act passed in 1996, 
the Minister was able to consult or take advice from 
the Board on any matter and act in his or her discre-
tion on any matter. And the Board had such other 
functions and duties as assigned to it by the Educa-
tion Act or any other enactment. 
 It should be noted that between 1996 and 
2008 the Education Act prescribed no specific func-
tions for the Board. However, the Board did make 
recommendations to the Minister for the Bermuda 
Government Scholars as per the Bermuda Govern-
ment Scholarships Act 1958, which has since been 
amended. 

The changes introduced in 2008 modernised 
the governance structure of the Board by prescribing 
the membership and ensuring that it undertook specif-
ic and substantive functions to support the Bermuda 
public school system. 
 Mr. Speaker, more recently the Board has 
played an important role in carrying out its most criti-
cal functions, that being the development of Plan 
2022, Bermuda’s strategic plan for public school edu-
cation. This work began under the previous Govern-
ment and was completed under my tenure. Consistent 
with the Government’s commitment to move from a 
three-tier to a two-tier system, phase out middle 
schools and introduce signature schools, Plan 2022 
provides a number of priorities and strategies that are 
being delivered as part of education reform. 

Since my time as the Minister, I am pleased 
that the Board has continued to improve its opera-
tions. It has also been diligent in keeping up with an 
increased workload as there is so much more to do 
regarding education reform. They have, for example, 
established a number of working committees and pro-
duced a significant body of work as a part-time Board. 
The current committees of the Board are as follows:  

• Curriculum and Assessment Committee; 
• Student Services Committee; 
• Finance and Operations Committee; 
• Policy and Research Committee; 
• Human Resources Committee; 
• Technology Committee; and 
• Scholarship and Awards Committee. 

The Board, with the support of its committees, 
now has a term of reference and work plan for the 
delivery of the Board’s priorities and responsibilities, a 
structured orientation process for new members, and 
job descriptions to clearly outline the roles and re-
sponsibilities of Board members. 
 The Board has also developed a number of 
policy recommendations, such as, a tiered licence 
structure for educators, including a proposed designa-
tion for Master Teachers; and increased pathways for 
persons entering the teaching profession, especially in 
the areas of critical need. The recently adopted 
Teacher Certification Bonded Loan to help fund a 
teacher practicum was introduced following recom-

mendations by the Board. The absence of a paid 
practical [INAUDIBLE] to following non-traditional 
pathways by entering a teacher programme as a sec-
ond career or who must work during the programme 
to sustain themselves and their family financially as 
they complete the requirements for teaching certifica-
tion. 
 The Board continues to undertake its longest 
standing responsibility regarding Bermuda Govern-
ment Scholars and has dedicated itself to ensure that 
the recommended scholars reflect the potential of the 
Board and diverse young scholars within our commu-
nity.  
 Mr. Speaker, these are but a few examples of 
the efforts undertaken by the Board to improve its 
governance and operations. However, these proposed 
amendments will further assist the Board with its func-
tions, including its role in assisting the Minister in de-
velopment of an Education Authority. Specifically, the 
Bill proposes to: 

(1) Allow the Permanent Secretary [PS] of 
the Ministry of Education to attend and participate in 
meetings of the Board. The Permanent Secretary 
works under the direction of the Minister of Education 
and is the supervisor of the Commissioner of Educa-
tion. However, the Act does not provide for the Per-
manent Secretary to attend and participate in the 
proceedings of the Board. This is an anomaly as the 
Commissioner of Education and a person chosen by 
the Bermuda College are entitled to attend and take 
part in the proceedings. The participation of the Per-
manent Secretary in the proceedings of the Board is 
necessary in order to supervise the Commissioner, 
who has statutory responsibilities regarding the 
Board; and to provide a link between the Board, the 
Commissioner and the Minister. The Permanent Sec-
retary also brings considerable knowledge about the 
workings of government and the priorities and can 
provide technical and other advice to the Board. 

(2) The Board also proposes to establish a 
position of Deputy Chairperson, appointed by the 
Minister. The Act is prescriptive as to who serves on 
the Board, with the Chairman being appointed from 
the membership by the Minister. There currently is 
not a position for an established Deputy Chairperson 
to exist and share the workload of the Chairperson. 
Currently, the Board may, from time to time, appoint a 
member of the Board to serve as a Deputy Chairper-
son. However, the work of the Board would benefit 
from a fixed appointment for a Deputy Chairperson. A 
Deputy Chairperson will provide consistent support to 
the Chairman and preside over meetings in his or her 
absence. It should be noted that the Minister already 
appoints the members of the Board and is not remov-
ing or taking away any existing power from the Board. 
The amendment is proposed to enhance and improve 
the Board’s functions and ensure that the Chairman 
is provided needed assistance to carry out significant, 
albeit, part-time, responsibilities. 
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(3) Additionally, the Board proposes to re-
move the Board’s function to make recommendations 
to the Public Service Commission (PSC) regarding 
the appointment of directors of the Department of 
Education and principals. Responsibility for making 
recommendations to the PSC regarding the appoint-
ment of directors of the department and principals is 
proposed to revert to the Commissioner of Education, 
who is the head of the department. This change will 
remove the onerous and time-consuming responsibil-
ity for recruitment for directors and principals from the 
Board to allow them to focus on other functions. 
While recruitment for the post of Commissioner of 
Education is a weighty and time-consuming process, 
the responsibility for making recommendations to the 
PSC for the appointment of the Commissioner of Ed-
ucation is being left with the Board in order to ensure 
that stakeholders of the Bermuda public school sys-
tem and the Board continue to be involved in the de-
cision-making process for leadership of the Depart-
ment of Education. 

Mr. Speaker, with those remarks, I now pre-
sent the Bill entitled Education Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021 and welcome comments from other Honour-
able Members. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to. 
 
The Speaker: MP Jackson, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I do not know if 
this is a strange request, but could the Minister just 
repeat the last couple of sentences of his brief? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, let me assist you. 

Minister, there was a problem. You were fad-
ing out towards the end and we were struggling to 
hear some of those last pieces of it. So, if you would 
just—to assist—if you could repeat it? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. I will start from the 
third amendment. Is that fine or is there something 
else? 
 
The Speaker: That is fine. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: From the third amendment. 

To remove the Board’s function to make rec-
ommendations to the Public Service Commission 
(PSC) regarding the appointment of directors of the 
Department of Education and principals. Responsibil-
ity for making recommendations to the PSC regarding 
the appointment of directors of the department and 

principals is proposed to revert to the Commissioner 
of Education, who is the head of the department. This 
change will remove the onerous and time-consuming 
responsibility for recruitment for directors and princi-
pals from the Board to allow them to focus on other 
functions. While recruitment for the post of Commis-
sioner of Education is a weighty and time-consuming 
process, the responsibility for making recommenda-
tions to the PSC for the appointment of the Commis-
sioner is being left with the Board in order to ensure 
that stakeholders of the Bermuda public school sys-
tem, as represented on the Board, continue to be— 

 
The Speaker: We lost you again there, Minister. We 
lost you altogether. 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: [INAUDIBLE]  
 
The Speaker: Maybe if you cut your video off . . . if 
you cut your video off, it may help strengthen your 
broadband. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. Can you hear me 
now? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, we can hear you. Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay, sorry. 
 So, do you want me to read that part again? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Just that last— 
 
The Speaker: Just that very last line, that very last 
line you were on there. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. I said, this change 
will remove the onerous and time-consuming respon-
sibilities for recruitment for directors and principals 
from the Board to allow them to focus on other func-
tions. While recruitment for the post of Commissioner 
of Education is a weighty and time-consuming pro-
cess, the responsibility for making recommendations 
to the PSC for the appointment of the Commissioner 
of Education is being left with the Board in order to 
ensure that stakeholders of the Bermuda public 
school system, as represented on the Board, continue 
to be involved in the decision-making process for 
leadership of the Department of Education. 
 Were you able to hear that? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, thank you, Minister. 
 MP Jackson, was that helpful? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Would you like to go ahead and 
do your presentation? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 So, yes, thank you, Minister for that presenta-
tion. It certainly gave some further explanation to the 
amendments that are on the table for today. But I do 
have a couple of questions that I would like to present 
today in hopes that we might be able to work on some 
clarification. 
 When we think about the entire structure of 
the Board of Education and the relationship with the 
Public Service Commission, I just want to throw it out, 
to just ask the question about whether this ultimately 
is our best strategy or our best way of getting the stra-
tegic planning for the education system, the hiring of 
the executive members, such as the Commissioner 
and principals and directors, and just whether this is 
the best structure.  

When I read through some of the historical 
documents, the original legislation, et cetera, I just 
cannot help but wonder—and this is just food for 
thought—whether we are not dealing with some struc-
tures that may just overall not be working well for us in 
the 21st century. And I am just throwing that out there. 
And I also would like to just throw out for food for 
thought whether the procedures around the hiring and 
the making of recommendations to the Public Service 
Commission is being carried out in a way that really 
acknowledges and recognises and is transparent for 
the general public who may be kind of keeping track 
of this. 
 So, I am going to sort of start with some of the 
easier pieces here. Certainly, there is an amendment 
on this today that, you know, basically, is making sure 
that everybody declares any interests, that the Board 
is completely aware that they must step up and dis-
close any conflicts when in discussions within the 
Board. And [I have] no problems with that. 
 And also, the idea that removing what I could 
imagine would be a pretty onerous role of having to go 
through the hiring of directors and principals for a 
Board that is comprised of a number of people that 
have other external responsibilities aside from educa-
tion, [which] would become a bit overwhelming and I 
would imagine that sometimes [it is] a very slow pro-
cess, especially when we are facing deadlines and 
timelines as far as the commencement of school, 
et cetera. So, certainly, putting those in the hands of 
the Commissioner to proceed with the hiring or mak-
ing recommendations for directors and principals is a 
good thing. 

But I do want to just take note of the Perma-
nent Secretary role. And I am looking at the role. This 
is not about anything that has to do with personalities 
or anything. This is the role of the Permanent Secre-
tary. But my interpretation of that, Mr. Speaker, is that 
the Permanent Secretary is ultimately the CEO—this 
is the head chief in charge—and that role does de-
serve to be in the room. I can certainly understand 
why. That role, [the Permanent Secretary] has subject 
matter expertise and, as the Minister has stated, is a 
very clear liaison between the Commissioner of Edu-

cation and the Minister. And so, the Permanent Secre-
tary role being a part of the Board of Education—
without any vote—there is no vote involved, but as a 
subject matter expert is what I would see as being a 
positive contribution to the Board overall. 

Now, as far as the Permanent Secretary role 
feeling as though there is undue influence, to me, re-
verts back to what my first thought was around is this 
really working for us? The Permanent Secretary role 
right now, the way it appears, especially in the public 
domain, is that like the PS role is having to go behind 
the scenes and it as if they are . . . that this role is 
making influence, et cetera, and I am inclined to sug-
gest that why isn’t the PS role acknowledged and val-
idated for what the role responsibility actually is?  

So, as I look at the procedure of, let us say, 
making recommendation for the hiring of a Commis-
sioner, and that Commissioner—now, remember, the 
Permanent Secretary’s role is to supervise the Com-
missioner of Education, so that PS role has, in my 
opinion, should have valid reason for having an oppor-
tunity to be a part of that application process. So, as I 
understand it, and the Minister may correct me if I am 
completely off base, but if— 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Just a point of clarity, MP 
Jackson. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: The point of clarity is the 
Permanent Secretary— 
 
The Speaker: MP, allow the Minister to just clarify that 
for you. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I just wanted to clarify that 
the Permanent Secretary does play a very prominent 
role in the hiring of the Commissioner of Education, as 
that would be the direct manager of the Commission-
er. And part of the PSC interview rules—and I am go-
ing strictly by memory—is that the direct line manager 
has to be in the room when those interviews are con-
ducted. So, the Permanent Secretary does have a 
very prominent role in the process of appointing a 
Commissioner. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Continue, MP. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Minister. And 
thank you, Minister, for validating what it is that . . . my 
point that I am trying to get across. 
 So, if the Permanent Secretary is involved 
from, you know, the job description and the actual hir-
ing to the shortlisting to the transition into the Board of 
Education for interviewing, and being a source as a 
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subject matter expert within the Board to prepare the 
Board for recommendation of the likes of the position 
of the Commissioner of Education to the Public Ser-
vice Commission, that this should be known, that this 
should be transparent, that this is what it is and that 
this role is the superior executive position in that exer-
cise.  

Because sometimes, I believe that we have 
certainly, historically, run into roadblocks, which I am 
not going to go into any detail, but there have been 
some real challenges hiring and just kind of going 
through the flow of the process of former Commis-
sioners of Education, and I believe that if there was 
more structure and transparency and public acknowl-
edgement and public awareness of the Permanent 
Secretary role and the role that it plays in the selection 
and the recommendations of Commissioners of Edu-
cation, then it would provide . . . it just would make 
everybody aware of what the circumstances are and it 
may alleviate some of the challenges that we have 
had in the past.  

My goodness, we go all the way back to like 
2013 and we have had just a series of unfortunate 
events when it comes to Commissioners of Education. 
And I just cannot help but think that if the Permanent 
Secretary role is validated as being that supervisor 
that does have a hand in the selection and the prepa-
ration for recommendations for the Commissioner of 
Education, that it would help to eliminate some of the 
confusion that we have seen in the past. 
 My second point is around the choice of a 
Deputy Chair. So, yes, absolutely, the Board of Edu-
cation—the entire Board—is appointed by the Minis-
ter. The Board itself spends an awful lot of time—and 
absolute credit should be given to the Board of Educa-
tion for the work that has been done around the stra-
tegic planning, around the vision for education in 
Bermuda and a number of initiatives that the Minister 
has already stated—but that there is difficulty swallow-
ing the fact that the Board of Education does not even 
have the opportunity with this amendment to select 
their own Deputy Chair. And, you know, to be honest, 
we can understand that. As the Minister stated, you 
have got to get the job done. If the Minister chooses to 
put somebody in there that they know there is going to 
be some consistent support for the Chair, et cetera, it 
is what it is. 

But it does start to get really homogeneous, 
Mr. Speaker. And so, you know, for those naysayers 
out there in the world who might say, Well, you know, 
the entire Board of Education is appointed by the Min-
ister. The Minister gets to appoint the Deputy Chair. 
There is just absolutely . . . everybody there is going 
to be in agreement with whatever the Minister—and I 
would suspect, to a certain extent, the Permanent 
Secretary role—that everybody has got to be thinking 
on the same thought waves and where is the diversity 
of thought? Where is the brainstorming of new ideas, 
et cetera, if it is a band of people that are predomi-

nantly thinking group thought? Just throwing it out 
there, because if there is something that the Minister 
wants to get done, if there is something that is devel-
oped by the Permanent Secretary role that wants to 
get done, then there are a group of people that are 
there that have been hand-picked by the Minister to 
get through whatever the Minister wants to get 
through. And so, that is a public perception. It is what 
it is. 

Which brings me back to, yes, I do not know, 
is this the right way for us? How long has the Board of 
Education been in place? Is that even the right struc-
ture for us moving forward in the future? Maybe even 
looking at the fact that this could become a very spe-
cialised group and looking at specifics around strategy 
and vision versus things like going through interview 
processes for Commissioners of Education and the 
like. Maybe even the recommendation of the Com-
missioner of Education should be something where 
the recommendation is something that the Board does 
not have to worry about anymore and we can find an-
other way to make that recommendation from applica-
tion in the HR to the Public Service Commission. 
These are just ideas that I throw out. It is not easy to 
shift things. And what a new organisation would look 
like might be a real challenge right now, especially 
since we have been doing this the same way for so 
long. 

Which brings me to the conclusion of my 
message today, and that is exactly what the Minister 
began his brief with—the independent Education Au-
thority. That, to me, has the opportunity to really put 
some—I am just going to just sort of say—corporate 
executive structure around what all of these different 
pieces might look like. So, if we are able to bring in 
the HR, we are able to really recognise and 
acknowledge the Permanent Secretary role as, you 
know, the chief executive in the process, to bring in 
the Minister where the Minister needs to be, bring in 
the Board of Education, maybe all different names, 
different places and stages, but within an independent 
Education Authority, many of these projects and pro-
cesses and procedures can be done independently. 
And the Minister can worry about things that are, you 
know, at a more global level as far as the Ministry is 
concerned, that it takes a lot of the stress of the prac-
tical and procedural day-to-day running, like the hiring 
of Commissioners of Education, out of the hands of 
what could be considered a Board that should maybe 
be spending more of their time on strategic planning, 
et cetera. 

So, in summary and to end, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to say that, yes, right now it does feel as 
though there is a lot of, sort of groupthink and that 
there is the potential for a lot of homogeneous thinking 
within the Board, with the Minister appointing every 
single person within the Board now. 
 And certainly, having the Permanent Secre-
tary role as a part of the Board of Education, without a 
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vote, but as the subject matter expertise, and then 
making sure that all Board members declare any in-
terest is certainly a positive and transparent exercise. 
 And so, with that, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for 
allowing me to share my thoughts and I look forward 
to the Minister concluding the debate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Wade? 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: Yes, Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreci-
ate you allowing me to speak on this today. I will keep 
it brief, Mr. Speaker, as I only have a few comments 
that I would like to make in regard to this. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has become very evident to 
me, and to many of the public, that the One Bermuda 
Alliance and the Royal Gazette have a vendetta to 
achieve. They want this to be made public that there 
is a power grab that is up for stakes. 
 Mr. Speaker, that is the furthest from the truth. 
 Mr. Speaker, as someone who has sat on the 
Board of Education for six years now, it has become 
very evident that the OBA would like the public to be-
lieve that the Minister is doing a power grab by mak-
ing these changes. 
 Mr. Speaker, that is the furthest from the truth. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to make it very evident to 
the public that this is not the intention of the Minister. 
This is not the intention of the Board of Education to 
just be some fluff Board. That is what, if you read the 
articles in the Royal Gazette by the One Bermuda Al-
liance— 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: —and from the— 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Point of order. 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: Sure. Sure. 
 
The Speaker: There is a point of order, just a minute. 
 We take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to make sure the Member is not 
misleading the House. Certainly, that was not the in-

tent that this would be some sort of power grab and 
the like. I am just simply stating that with the Minister 
appointing every member of the Board of Education 
there is the potential for group thinking, that everyone 
may be in agreement and it may just reduce the op-
portunity for brainstorming or other thoughts and sug-
gestions outside of the group thought and the main-
stream agenda. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your clarifying your point 
of view. 
 MP, just be mindful of what the Member has 
just indicated. 
 
Mr. Jason Wade: I appreciate it. Thank you for that, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day, the 
ultimate goal is to have an Education Authority in 
place. That is the ultimate goal. That is what this Gov-
ernment is moving towards. All right? 
 In order to get that Education Authority in 
place, Mr. Speaker, tweaks have to be made to the 
Board’s operations to ensure efficiency. That is what 
has to happen, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, I am glad that the Member of the Opposi-
tion said that this was not the case, that was not what 
they were looking forward to do, and I can appreciate 
that. But I just thought I would chime in on that point in 
that, Mr. Speaker, we need the Education Authority to 
come to fruition. That is our goal. Ultimately, in order 
for that goal to come into place, these are the tweaks 
that need to take place in order for us to reach that 
goal. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I will end on that. I just 
wanted to bring clarity to that. I wanted to make sure 
that the Opposition and the Royal Gazette . . . sorry, 
both are the same. But I just wanted to make sure that 
we were clear on our goal of bringing the Education 
Authority to fruition. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 There are none. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, can you hear me clearly? I kept 
my video off. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, I will allow you to continue without 
the video so we can get a better reception on your 
audio. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. I just want to thank 
MP Wade and MP Jackson for their contributions 
there. 
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 One thing was a bit odd. MP Jackson men-
tioned that the amendment had members declare their 
personal interests up front, and that actually is not part 
of this amendment, although there is a form that we 
use with the Board for them to make those declara-
tions. But I just wanted to clarify that because she did 
mention it and I was unsure where that part actually 
did come from. 
 I also want to touch on something that I do 
agree with MP Jackson on, and MP Wade touched on 
it, and that is that we do not agree that this is the best 
structure for the Board, but it is what we have now. 
And so we are making the tweaks to make it work bet-
ter as we move toward the ultimate goal. And that is 
having an Education Authority. That group is working 
very diligently on what that should look like and has 
made some recommendations, and we are in discus-
sion talking about how we can move forward with that 
in the future. 
 But these changes are being made to modify 
the Board of Education so it can work more efficiently 
than how it has worked before. We have recognised 
that there are some things that can bog it down and 
make it not work as well. 
 The other thing that I did want to touch on, 
and MP Jackson did speak to, is about being more 
transparent and getting people to understand how 
these things really happen. And that is really, really 
critically important. One of the things that shocked me 
when I became the Minister of Education is how much 
people—and I am talking about . . . I am not just talk-
ing about the average Joe on the street, I am talking 
about our politicians, even our educators—do not un-
derstand how the Government works, and in this par-
ticular case, how departments work, such as the De-
partment of Education, and the difference between the 
Ministry of Education and the Department of Educa-
tion.  
 And I do agree with her. If people took time, 
especially Members who sit within these honourable 
Chambers, to actually ask those questions, find out 
how it is, and then when they are talking to their con-
stituents they can give an accurate portrayal on how 
this stuff actually works, we would not have things 
being said or persons walking around saying com-
pletely erroneous things that actually do not even cor-
relate to what is going on. 

So, I go back to what she mentioned about 
the Permanent Secretary and the role of hiring the 
Commissioner of Education. That is not unique to the 
Department of Education. That is how every Perma-
nent Secretary operates within the government de-
partments. The Permanent Secretary is part and par-
cel of the hiring of department heads—period. There 
is no need to explain. There are no special circum-
stances in the Department of Education and the Minis-
try of Education. Every Ministry goes through that pro-
cess when it comes to department heads. The Per-
manent Secretary, who is the direct manager of the 

department heads, is the one who is involved in the 
hiring process—period. 

So, now that we have clarified that . . . and 
they are responsible for making the ultimate recom-
mendation to the PSC for department heads. And that 
is how it works. So to say that we should be more 
clear on how that process works, et cetera, et cetera, I 
get it. I understand that if people do not get that—
especially Members who are, you know, running the 
Government and want to be the Government do not 
understand that—then we do have a real issue that 
we need to work with on how we can move past that 
so that we can get past that part of the confusion. 

I also wanted to clarify one more thing for MP 
Jackson. There are 15 members of the Board, [and] 
although the Minister technically appoints all 15 mem-
bers, 6 of those members the Minister has no say in 
who they are. So, to say that we are consolidating 
everybody who thinks the same, and the like, that is 
not how it works and it is not how we want the Board 
of Education to work.  

The Board of Education is built of very strong-
willed persons who give their time because, trust me, 
they do not get paid anything in relation to the amount 
of hours they put in and the policies that they research 
and submit. But those six members that I am talking 
about, four of them are nominees from our unions, 
and two of them are nominees from our two senior 
schools. And so, those nominees, I have no say in 
who those nominees are or who they can be. Whoev-
er gets sent to me, I appoint to the Board. And so, [I 
say this] just to clarify that not all of the Board is ap-
pointed by the Minister or hand-picked by the Minister, 
as the implication would be. 

And the rest of the members of the Board are 
actually via recommendation as well to the Minister. 
And so, while I do say pick between the ones that are 
recommended to me, in that case it is done that way 
so that we can assure that we get persons who actu-
ally want to be in those positions and not persons who 
are kind of pushed into it because that is something 
no one else wanted to do. 

But I do agree with her that this is not the 
most perfect vehicle, but it is the vehicle we have now. 
When the Education Authority comes on board, there 
will be a completely different role for the Board of Ed-
ucation as I predict, and it will be something more akin 
along the lines of the public having more say in who 
gets to sit on those particular boards and things along 
those lines. 

So, Mr. Speaker, before we move into Com-
mittee, I would like to really, really emphasise that 
these amendments, while they are small and require 
minimal changes to the Education Act, they will reap 
the dividends that we need in between this time and 
the move into the Education Authority. 

So, with those remarks, Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the Bill be committed. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 3:11 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

EDUCATION AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Education Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to move all four 
clauses. 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Chairman, this Bill 
seeks to amend the Education Act 1996 as it relates 
to the Board of Education. 

Clause 1 is self-explanatory. 
Clause 2 amends section 3 of the principal 

Act to allow the Permanent Secretary to attend meet-
ings of the Board and participate in its proceedings, 
but not to vote; and to allow the Minister to appoint a 
member of the Board to serve as its Deputy Chair-
man. 

Clause 3 amends section 4 of the principal 
Act by deleting the words “directors of the department” 
and “principals” so that it is no longer a function of the 
Board to make recommendations to the Public Ser-
vice Commission on the appointment of directors of 
the department and principals. 

Clause 4 amends Schedule 1 regarding the 
Board of Education by repealing paragraph 4 which 
provides for members of the Board to appoint a Depu-
ty Chairman, since the Deputy Chairman will now be 
appointed by the Minister. Paragraph 13 is amended, 
as a consequence of clause 2(b), which amends sec-
tion 3(3) of the principal Act to ensure that the Perma-
nent Secretary, Commissioner of Education, and a 
representative of the Bermuda College are required to 
disclose interests at meetings of the Board. This is 
consistent with the declarations of interests of mem-
bers of the Board. 

Mr. Chairman? 
 
The Chairman: Minister, are you finished? 
 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes. And Mr. Chairman, I 
was just waiting . . . there are only four clauses.  
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: That is why I moved all four 
clauses. 
 
The Chairman: That is fine. Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister, do you want to move your clauses? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to move clauses 1 
through 4 to be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 4 passed.] 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the Bill entitled Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 
2021 be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill, the 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, be reported 
to the House. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 The Bill will be reported to the House. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Thank you, colleagues. 
 
[Motion carried: The Education Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed without amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Speaker. 
 
 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/7feb4ff8ca8602badfd29369946adc0f.PDF
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/7feb4ff8ca8602badfd29369946adc0f.PDF
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House resumed at 3:15 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

EDUCATION AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Members, are there any objections to the Ed-
ucation Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 being reported 
to the House as printed? 
 There are none. 
 It has been reported as printed. 
 That brings us to a close of that item. That 
now moves us on to the next item on the Order Paper 
for today which is the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority 
Amendment Act 2021 in the name of the Minister of 
Transport. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon, Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I move that the Bill entitled 
the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Act 
2021 be read now the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

BERMUDA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The purpose of my statement today is to in-
troduce a Bill designed to allow for the Operating 
Fund of the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority to be in 
interest-bearing bank accounts wherever possible, 
within or outside Bermuda; and to increase the time 
required to prepare a report after receiving the audi-
tor’s report from 30 days to 60 days. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Civil Aviation Au-
thority Act 2016 clarifies that the Authority should 
maintain Operating Funds in interest-bearing bank 
accounts in Bermuda. Currently, there are no banks in 
Bermuda that provide interest income on current ac-
counts. Therefore, the Authority is unable to meet 
statutory requirements. Now, notwithstanding this, it 
should be noted that the Authority does utilise three-

month call accounts that are interest-bearing for funds 
that are not readily needed for operations.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Act also requires that the 
Authority’s annual report be prepared within 30 days 
after receiving the auditor’s report. The Authority has 
found that 30 days is not a commercially realistic 
timeframe to prepare, review and edit the annual re-
port and then submit it to the Board and Office for the 
Auditor General for their review. They believe 60 days 
will give the Authority a more practical timeframe to 
get the annual report prepared, including the reports, 
the graphs, photos, content checked and edited and 
printed, considering that a fair amount of preparatory 
work is done in advance. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, MP 
Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My thanks to the Honourable Minister of 
Transport. He contacted me, together with the PS, 
about this Bill I think two, possibly three, weeks ago. 
And I am grateful that he took the trouble to do so. It is 
always refreshing when the Government is prepared 
to work with the Opposition, and I do sincerely appre-
ciate that he was prepared to do that. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill amends the primary Act, 
which is the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Act 
2016, and it amends it in two respects. One is it 
broadens the scope of bank accounts into which mon-
ies can be deposited in respect of the Operating Fund 
of the Authority, as distinct from the reserve fund of 
the Authority. It is the Operating Fund monies that are 
being dealt with here. And that is one thing it does. 
 And the second thing it does is to loosen an 
oversight requirement by deleting the 30-day period 
and substituting a 60-day period.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, dealing with those very, very 
briefly in the order in which they appear, my question 
to the Honourable Minister in respect of the bank ac-
count position, which is to allow for the monies to be 
placed in overseas bank accounts, rather than merely 
in Bermuda bank accounts, my question is simply this: 
Is this retrospective, this change, to correct an existing 
situation? Or is this merely forward-looking, anticipat-
ing, as the Minister’s explanation was, that there is not 
an option here in Bermuda and anticipating that the 
monies will now need to be placed in an account 
overseas? And my second question on that point is 
has a decision been taken as yet by the Authority, or if 
the Minister is aware, as to where these funds will 
now be banked overseas? 

http://www.bermudalaws.bm/laws/Consolidated%20Laws/Bermuda%20Civil%20Aviation%20Authority%20Act%202016.pdf#:%7E:text=BERMUDA%20CIVIL%20AVIATION%20AUTHORITY%20ACT%202016%20any%20provision,Kingdom%20Government%20or%20by%20Bermuda%2C%20in%20so%20far
http://www.bermudalaws.bm/laws/Consolidated%20Laws/Bermuda%20Civil%20Aviation%20Authority%20Act%202016.pdf#:%7E:text=BERMUDA%20CIVIL%20AVIATION%20AUTHORITY%20ACT%202016%20any%20provision,Kingdom%20Government%20or%20by%20Bermuda%2C%20in%20so%20far
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 And in respect of the second element, the 
change from 30 to 60 days, whilst we never like to see 
a loosening of oversight requirements, it is also a 
good idea that our laws are sensible and reflective of 
what actually happens in practice. And where it does 
actually take 60 days to accomplish these obligations, 
as the Minister has said that it does, then we can 
readily understand why changing 30 to 60 [days] 
makes sense. We do not want those who are carrying 
out statutory obligations to be in breach, even if a 
technical breach, merely because the time limit period 
was overly onerous. I do not think any great prejudice 
will be caused to oversight by extending from 30 to 60 
days.  
 And so, subject to the two questions posed in 
respect to the bank accounts, that is all that the Op-
position has to say about the Bermuda Civil Aviation 
Authority Amendment Act 2021. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Pearman. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Tyrrell, yes. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to be very, very brief. 
I think the Opposition have indicated support for this, 
the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Bill, 
because they are two common sense housekeeping 
amendments in the interests of efficiency. 
 So, I certainly support and thank the Minister 
and his technical officers for bringing this forward. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Is there any Member who wishes to make a 
contribution? 
 There are none. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just in answering the Opposi-
tion’s questions, this Act will be looking forward. So, it 
is not retroactive, it is looking forward and it will take 
effect as soon as it gets put into effect.  
 And when it comes to the— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker, with apologies, I 
am having a great deal of difficulty hearing the Minis-
ter. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, can you adjust your audio? 
 

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I can try. How is this? Is 
this better? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, if you could get closer to your mi-
crophone it would be good. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, I am as close as I can 
get. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: That is much better. Thank you, 
Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, no problem. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: So, this, in answer to the 
first question, this is not retroactive, it is a Bill that will 
only take effect when it goes into effect. 
 And the second question is that there is no 
intention that I am currently aware of to have the 
funds banked overseas, but we wanted to make sure 
that the Civil Aviation Authority was not painted into a 
corner and that they had the option to go overseas in 
interest-bearing accounts if they felt as though that 
was the best move for them. So, it was just making 
sure that we do not limit our options moving forward.  
 And with that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Deputy Speaker? Here he comes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Okay, sorry about that; 
I do not know what happened there. 
 
The Speaker: No problem, Deputy. It is quite alright. 
Technology, we understand that. It causes a little hic-
cup now and then.  
 You have the floor.  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 3:23 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

BERMUDA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
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tion of the Bill entitled Bermuda Civil Authority 
Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I would like to see if I can move all three 
clauses. 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the Ber-
muda Civil Aviation Authority Act 2016 to allow for the 
Operating Fund of the Bermuda Civil Aviation Authori-
ty to be in interest-bearing bank accounts wherever 
possible, within or outside Bermuda, and to increase 
the time required to prepare a report, after receiving 
the auditor’s report, from 30 days to 60 days. 

Clause 1 is the short title of the Bill to be in-
troduced as Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amend-
ment Act 2021. 

Clause 2 of the Bill amends section 17 of the 
principal Act to allow for the Operating Fund of the 
Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority to be in interest-
bearing bank accounts, wherever possible, within or 
outside Bermuda, subject to subsection (3), which 
provides for the Minister of Finance’s approval and 
instructions in relation to overseas banks. 

Clause 3 of the Bill amends section 20 of the 
principal Act to increase the number of days the Au-
thority has to submit a report to the Minister responsi-
ble for civil aviation from 30 days to 60 days after re-
ceiving the auditor’s report. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Nothing from me on behalf of the 
Opposition, Mr. Chairman. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Minister, do you want to move those clauses? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I would like to move clauses 1 through 3. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Chairman, I would 
move that the preamble be approved. 
 

The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The preamble is approved. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move that the Bill be reported to the House 
as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as print-
ed. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: The Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority 
Amendment Act 2021 was considered by a Commit-
tee of the whole House and passed without amend-
ment.] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 3:36 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

BERMUDA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Members, are there any objections to the 
Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Act 
2021 being reported to the House as printed? 
 There are no objections? 
 The Bill has been reported as printed. 
 Members, that brings us to an end of the 
items that were on the Order Paper for today. 
 However, before we move on to our third 
readings, Members, I am going to seek your indul-
gence to allow the Minister of Health to introduce an 
[Order] that she would like to have introduced today. 
 Minister of Health. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
[Recommitted] 
 

QUARANTINE (COVID-19) (NO. 3) 
AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ORDER 2021 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
your indulgence. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/a4bb75b9f6c3857dc4aa7daa0e38735c.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/a4bb75b9f6c3857dc4aa7daa0e38735c.pdf
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 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Quarantine (COVID-19) (No. 3) 
Amendment (No. 3) Order 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 And that will be added to the Orders for the 
next sitting . . . or it has been tabled, rather, because 
that is a negative resolution, yes. 
 Thank you, Members. 
 Mr. Premier . . . sorry, before we go to Mr. 
Premier, Ministers, would you like to do your third 
readings? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I will call on the Minister Deputy Prem-
ier to do the first. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wish to move that Standing Order 21 be 
suspended to enable me to move the Bill entitled Debt 
Collection Amendment Act 2021 be now read a third 
time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

DEBT COLLECTION AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
Bill now be read a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and is now passed. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: The Debt Collection Amendment Act 
2021 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Education, would you like to 
do your third reading? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, am I still clear 
enough to be heard? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, we can hear you. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move the Bill entitled Education Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021 be now read for the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

EDUCATION AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill now be read for the third time by its title only 
and passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and is now passed. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Motion carried: The Education Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2021 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Transport, would you like to 
do your third reading? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, go ahead. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move the Bill entitled Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority 
Amendment Act 2021 be now read for the third time 
by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
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BERMUDA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now read a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and is now passed. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: The Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority 
Amendment Act 2021 was read a third time and 
passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Ministers. 
 Thank you, Members. 
 We are bringing the business of the day to a 
conclusion.  
 We now ask the Premier . . . 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that this Honourable 
House do now adjourn until Friday, July 16, 2021. 
 
The Speaker: The 16th. Thank you, Premier. 
 Does any Member wish to speak to that? 
 There are none. 
 Thank you. 
 The House now stands adjourned. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to speak. 
 Mr. Speaker? 
 Hello, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: The House is adjourned. 
 
The Speaker: I just adjourned the House. Everybody 
was moving slow. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, Mr. Speaker, I had 
my microphone on and I was speaking, but there was 
a little buffering going on. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, I picked the gavel up and let the 
gavel go down. The gavel went down already. 
 
An. Hon. Member: Have a good weekend, col-
leagues. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: All right, Mr. Speaker. I 
ask for a little bit of indulgence next time around for 
that. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Everyone have a good weekend. 
 Thank you. I appreciate an early day. 
 
[At 3:30 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 16 July 2021.] 
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[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, Members. 
 Ms. Beale, would you represent us in prayer? 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Ms. Beale. 

Members, the House is now in session. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 2 July 2021] 

 
The Speaker: The Minutes from the 2nd of July have 
been circulated. Are there any amendments, adjust-
ments required? 
 There are none. The Minutes will be con-
firmed as printed. 
 
[Minutes of 2 July 2021 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: We have three [communications] this 
morning. The first is in the name of the Minister of So-
cial Development and Seniors. 
 Minister Furbert, would you like to present 
your matter at this time? Minister Furbert? 
 
[Pause]  
 

The Speaker: We are going to move on. 
 Minister Hayward, would you like to present 
your paper or communication at this time? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

EMPLOYMENT (PROBATIONARY PERIOD 
EXEMPTION) REGULATIONS 2021 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the information of the 
[Honourable] House of Assembly the Employment 
(Probationary Period Exemption) Regulations 2021.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next [communication] this morning is in 
the name of the Minister of Health. 
 Minister of Health, would you like to present 
yours? 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 4) ORDER 2021 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 
of Assembly the Public Health (COVID-19) Emergen-
cy Extension (No. 4) Order 2021, proposed to be 
made by the Minister of Health and exercised in the 
power conferred by section 107A of the Public Health 
Act 1949. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Minister Furbert, are you available? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes.  

Apologies, Mr. Speaker, a bit of technical diffi-
culty. Can you hear me? 
 
The Speaker: We can hear you. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the information of this Hon-
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ourable House of Assembly the Human Rights Com-
mission Annual Report 2020. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 We move on. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: We have six Statements this morning. 
The first Statement is in the name of the Premier. 
 Premier, would you like to present your 
Statement? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Certainly, Mr. Speaker, and good 
morning to you. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
provide an update on financial support provided to 
Bermuda businesses through the Bermuda Economic 
Development— 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier, Mr. Premier, one second. 
Your camera is on, but I think you need to adjust the 
item that is front of your camera. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Ah. 
 
The Speaker: There you go. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: My apologies, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: No problem at all. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Shall I begin again? 
 
The Speaker: We want to make sure we see that red-
and-blue tie, see? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Oh, absolutely, Mr. Speaker. I 
have a different red-and-blue tie for every day leading 
up to Cup Match. 
 
The Speaker: There you go. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And I will make sure they are all 
on display, especially for those persons who may be 
confused as to my affiliation due to some pho-
toshopped pictures that are sneaking around the In-
ternet. 
 
[Laughter]  

The Speaker: Go right ahead now. 
 

UPDATE ON SUPPORT PROVIDED TO 
LOCAL SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES 

SINCE THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to provide an up-
date on the financial support provided to Bermuda 
businesses through the Bermuda Economic Devel-
opment Corporation [BEDC] since the declaration of 
the global pandemic. The BEDC is currently responsi-
ble for providing financial support and technical advice 
to small and medium-sized businesses, for overseeing 
the Economic Empowerment Zones [EEZs], for grow-
ing outside vendor markets, and for managing ven-
dors and issuing vending licences. The organisation’s 
key objective remains to assist the Government in 
encouraging economic growth for Bermuda’s local 
small and medium-sized businesses. 
 By no stretch of the imagination have the last 
16 months been easy for either Bermuda or the world. 
The pandemic has wrought havoc on all aspects of 
civil society, and Bermuda’s businesses have not 
been spared. However, Mr. Speaker, in order to ad-
dress the debilitating impacts of the global pandemic 
on Bermuda’s local small and medium-sized busi-
nesses, the BEDC had no choice but to pivot signifi-
cantly to expand both its financial products and its 
advisory services so that local businesses had the 
best chance of successfully managing the new nor-
mal. 
 With support from the Government of Bermu-
da, the BEDC responded quickly and decisively with 
customised products and services aimed at helping 
businesses navigate the challenges presented by the 
impact of the coronavirus. As of today, the BEDC has 
deployed a total of $4.4 million in funding to local 
small and medium-sized businesses since the onset 
of the global pandemic, and I will break down this fi-
nancial support further. But before doing so, I think 
that it is important to provide an overview of the efforts 
of the BEDC since March 2020 in assisting our Is-
land’s entrepreneurs and business owners.  
 Mr. Speaker, on March 20, 2020, the BEDC 
announced that it would reallocate funds from its 
budget and also modify its existing products and ser-
vices to be able to provide local business owners with 
support during the uncertain times with the onset of 
the pandemic. The raft of support mechanisms im-
plemented is as follows: 
 1. BEDC reallocated $350,000 from its exist-
ing operations/programmes to its capital budget to 
increase its capitalisation to $2 million. This allowed 
for (a) an increase to $1 million [50 per cent of capital-
isation] in direct lending funds to assist businesses; 
and (b) an increase to $12 million [6 times capitalisa-
tion] for issuing loan guarantees for [bank] financing. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/e8c45e2baabe4bdc20c987bd0d06dfaf.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/e8c45e2baabe4bdc20c987bd0d06dfaf.pdf
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 2. BEDC reallocated $100,000 from its exist-
ing budget to provide access to businesses to external 
expertise [support] in accounting, legal and marketing 
services (which supplemented BEDC’s support and 
expertise) to assist in right-sizing businesses once 
COVID-19 passes. 
 3. BEDC facilitated the creation of an ideas 
pool where businesses could write in with recommen-
dations and suggestions of how public authorities and 
departments could assist them. 
 4. BEDC amended its payment terms to pay 
all of its vendors on a weekly basis to ensure they 
were not waiting for payments to facilitate better cash 
flow. 
 5. BEDC acted as an intermediary connecting 
consumers/buyers with sellers as businesses had un-
derused inventory. 
 6. BEDC facilitated businesses in forming 
partnerships, merging, sharing overhead with other 
businesses to reduce operating costs both during and 
once the COVID-19 pandemic passes. 
 7. BEDC increased its microloan offering from 
$20,000 up to a maximum of $30,000 per business 
with no security required. New microloan clients re-
ceived a decrease in interest rates by 1.5 per cent to 
3.0 per cent and 3.5 per cent for EEZ and non-EEZ 
businesses, [respectively]. The microloans were ex-
panded to be used for both capital and working capital 
purposes. 
 8. All new and existing microloan clients had 
the option to structure/restructure their loans for a 
three to six months interest-only repayment periods 
based on need, then followed by principal and interest 
[P&I] payments. 
 9. Existing microloan clients had the option to 
extend their loan repayment terms from prior 9 to 24 
months to up to 42 months if needed, which reduced 
their monthly payment amounts once the principal and 
interest phase of their loans commenced. 
 10. BEDC increased its guarantee to 75 per 
cent (from 65 per cent) of a bank loan up to a maxi-
mum of $300,000 as a result of a new increased capi-
talisation [total] of $2 million. 
 11. BEDC allowed its guarantee to be applied 
for the first time against lending from other entities, 
such as could be seen in the partnership with the 
Bermuda Credit Union Co-op Society. 
 12. BEDC immediately reduced application 
fees by 50 per cent for all of its products. 
 13. BEDC also immediately reduced its loan 
guarantee fees by 50 per cent. 
 14. BEDC decided to absorb the cost for cred-
it checks, thereby eliminating this fee to the client. 
 15. Entrepreneurs who operated seasonal 
businesses had the option to have recurring interest-
only periods for the life of their microloans. 
 16. All new approved microloans had the op-
tion to delay the first repayment date by two months—
to be on the last business day of the month two 

months after the month in which the first drawdown 
occurred. This applies to the interest-only option also. 
 17. BEDC increased the maximum credit line 
it guarantees for its Letter of Credit product for retail-
ers from $10,000 to $12,500. 
 18. BEDC significantly expanded its seminar 
and webinar programming, as businesses needed 
access to business knowledge and best practice over 
the last 15 months to help right-size. 
 19. BEDC offered all of its seminars and 
webinars free of charge to all business owners and 
entrepreneurs who registered. 
 20. Registration fees for all of BEDC’s multi-
week courses were reduced by 50 per cent.  
 Mr. Speaker, I have taken the time to set out 
in careful detail the actions taken on behalf of small 
and medium-sized businesses and of the extensive 
work the BEDC has [done] and continues to do to 
support them. Additionally, the BEDC also worked 
with the Ministry of Finance and other government 
departments to determine what other relief could be 
provided to support business owners through the 
pandemic. In April 2020 the BEDC further expanded 
the assistance it was able to provide to Bermuda’s 
local small and medium-sized businesses. 
 Now the Corporation has been able to do the 
following: 

a. complete a jurisdictional review of other coun-
tries’ support to SMEs to help inform Bermu-
da’s support; 

b. complete a survey of local business needs; 
c. actively hold and participate in weekly webi-

nars to assist local businesses and to connect 
them with each other; 

d. act as an intermediary between businesses 
and government departments for assistance 
and clarification when needed; 

e. continue its Mind Your Business radio show 
on Ocean 89 to engage and to inform local 
businesses; 

f. restructure its loan guarantees for the busi-
nesses who had bank financing, as needed; 

g. restructure the current BEDC direct micro-
loans portfolio based on [the clients’] needs; 

h. respond to thousands of requests in emails, 
phone calls and social media platform ques-
tions for advice and direction; 

i. engage in numerous meetings and negotia-
tions with the three banks to firm-up the new 
guaranteeing of overdrafts and progressing 
our shared concept of providing pre-approved 
lump sums of guarantees to the financial insti-
tutions in order to cut the processing times on 
business financing requests; 

j. compile and distribute to local businesses a 
list of all of the government departments who 
offered COVID-19 relief and assistance; 
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k. compile and distribute to local businesses a 
list of all of the banks’ COVID-19 reliefs and 
assistance; 

l. work with private sector entities such as the 
Bermuda Credit Union Co-op Society to de-
velop additional financial products to support 
local small and medium-sized businesses to 
amplify what the BEDC, the Government and 
the banks were providing.  

 Mr. Speaker, through the Finance Ministry’s 
additional $12 million grant provided in 2020, the 
BEDC’s efforts to assist local small and medium-sized 
enterprises with funding shortfall needs increased 
dramatically. We were determined to be understand-
ing and responsive as a Government, and the addi-
tional grant support went a long way to assist local 
businesses to survive over these last 16 months. The 
additional $12 million supplemented by the BEDC’s $1 
million in direct lending and $12 million in loan and 
overdraft guarantees, allowed the corporation to de-
velop new and expanded financial products including 
the creation of the COVID-19 Business Sustainability 
and Continuity Funding Programme. 
 The relief funding programme consists of a 
portfolio of [the following] financing products for busi-
nesses to take advantage of: 

1. BEDC COVID-19 loan/grant product; 
2. BEDC microloan product; 
3. BEDC debt consolidation microloan product; 
4. BEDC loan guarantee product; 
5. BEDC overdraft guarantee product; and the 
6. BEDC COVID-19 emergency grant product. 

Over the last 16 months, the BEDC has approved 255 
applications, significantly outpacing approvals in a 
normal year, for a total of $4.36 million to assist our 
local small and medium-sized business through a va-
riety of financing options. 
 The breakdown of the funding approved to 
date is as follows: 

• 50 general and debt consolidation microloans 
approved totalling $1.1 million in loan funds 
disbursed; 

• 117 COVID-19 combined loans and grants 
approved totalling $2.4 million in funds dis-
bursed, and $1.1 million of this is the grant 
portion of this product with the remaining $1.4 
million being the loan portion; 

• 5 loan guarantees have been approved, the 
majority with the Bermuda Credit Union Co-op 
Society totalling $289,000 in guaranteed 
funds; 

• 4 overdraft guarantees have been approved 
through the banks totalling $152,000 in guar-
anteed funds; and finally, Mr. Speaker, 

• 79 COVID-19 emergency grants have been 
approved totalling $420,000 in grant funds 
disbursed.  

 Mr. Speaker, the Island’s economic activity is 
expanding as a direct result of our effective manage-

ment of the coronavirus. Local businesses will still 
require financial assistance, and the need has ex-
panded from just surviving with funding for immediate 
overhead and working capital needs as seen in the 
early days of the pandemic, to funding for pivoting, 
innovation, sustainability and growth needs. As such, 
businesses will have access to the funds from the 
COVID-19 Business Sustainability and Continuity 
Funding Programme, and it is anticipated that at least 
a further $3 [million] to $4 million in financial support 
will be deployed by the end of this fiscal year.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me close by expressing my 
thanks to the entire team of the BEDC. The women 
and men working there have stayed true to their mis-
sion of doing all they can to assist small and medium-
sized businesses. I must also recognise the able 
leadership of Ms. Erica Smith, who tirelessly champi-
ons the core values of the organisation. The BEDC 
team should be commended for their efforts. But ulti-
mately, the priority has been to save as many local 
businesses over this challenging 16 months as possi-
ble. Although much progress has been made to assist 
businesses, further support will be needed. According-
ly, I am pleased to advise this Honourable House and 
the public that the BEDC will continue to provide 
COVID-19 funding support until March 31, 2022.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The next Statement this morning, Members, is 
from the Minister of Finance. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

OECD INCLUSIVE FRAMEWORK 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I rise to up-
date this Honourable House on the work of the Organ-
isation of Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) [Committee] known as the Inclusive Frame-
work on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting [the Inclusive 
Framework].  
 Mr. Speaker, the G20 commissioned the 
OECD to address Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (or 
BEPS) that had, in the view of the G20, increased be-
cause of the increased digitalisation of the global 
economy. In their opinion, this made it harder for the 
tax administrations of countries to collect corporate 
income tax within their proper jurisdictions. 
 Mr. Speaker, in March 2018 the Inclusive 
Framework, working through its Task Force on the 
Digital Economy [TFDE], issued its Tax Challenges 
Arising from Digitalisation—Interim Report 2018 [the 
Interim Report OECD, 2018 (2)], which recognised the 
need for a global solution. Work continued on this ini-
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tiative, and in January 2019 members of the Inclusive 
Framework agreed to examine proposals in two pillars 
which could form the basis for a consensus solution to 
the tax challenges arising from digitalisation.  
 Mr. Speaker, Pillar One is focused on nexus 
and appropriate profit allocation, while the core aspect 
of Pillar Two relates to a global minimum corporate 
income tax intended to address remaining BEPS is-
sues. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has been an active 
Inclusive Framework member, working toward an ap-
propriate outcome which includes the essential ele-
ments in Pillar Two as initially outlined in the Inclusive 
Framework’s thinking. This includes the notion that all 
jurisdictions should have the right to create tax sys-
tems which are appropriate for their economies, 
whether or not such tax system includes or does not 
include a corporate income tax.  
 Mr. Speaker, G7 leaders met in early June 
2021 in the UK prior to the scheduled July 1 Inclusive 
Framework meeting. They agreed to a high-level Pillar 
Two framework, which included the establishment of a 
global minimum tax of at least 15 per cent to be ap-
plied on a country-by-country basis. The G7 urged the 
OECD and the steering group of the Inclusive Frame-
work to endorse the G7 agreement and promote it to 
the members of the Inclusive Framework.  
 Mr. Speaker, on July 1, 2021, the Inclusive 
Framework met, and 130 of its 139 members support-
ed the high-level Pillar Two framework agreed to by 
the G7 and set a timeline of October 2021 to create 
and finalise the technical details. Two of the outstand-
ing nine members indicated their support in the days 
following the meeting. Therefore, 132 members cur-
rently support the July 1, 2021, Inclusive Framework 
Statement. Mr. Speaker, at the July 10, 2021, G20 
Finance Ministers’ meeting, all G20 ministers en-
dorsed the July 1 Statement of the Inclusive Frame-
work. This agreement now establishes the basis for 
[concluding] the outstanding technical discussions. 
 Mr. Speaker, with respect to Pillar One, initial 
estimates conclude that approximately 80 multination-
al enterprises worldwide would qualify as in-scope of 
Pillar One for purposes of being subject to partial prof-
it re-allocation under the terms of the agreement de-
scribed in the Inclusive Framework public statement. 
The Pillar One agreements allow for an exclusion to 
apply to regulated financial services companies and 
certain natural resources companies. The details of 
these exclusions will be determined in the upcoming 
technical phase of the negotiations.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is on this technical phase, 
which will run from July to October, that all countries 
including Bermuda are now focused. Pillar Two will be 
central to our considerations. As we have in the past, 
the Ministry of Finance will continue to work closely 
with our industry stakeholders and other strategic 
partners to advocate for technical details that are in 

Bermuda’s interests and seek to enhance Bermuda’s 
competitive position.  
 Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is important to 
reiterate certain key points of my press statement of 
July 2, 2021, the day following the publication of the 
Inclusive Framework Statement. These remarks rein-
force Bermuda’s position as a quality international 
financial centre that appropriately plays its part on the 
global stage, and I quote: “As a country committed to 
transparency, cooperation and high levels of compli-
ance with international standards, the Government of 
Bermuda joined the Statement on a new framework 
for international taxation, arising from the OECD (‘In-
clusive Framework’) meeting of July 1, 2021, and 
looks forward to supporting its ongoing technical dis-
cussions ahead of the meeting of G20 Finance Minis-
ters meeting in October 2021. Bermuda has been ac-
tively involved in ongoing discussions relating to this 
initiative to present positions that reflect the national 
interest and that of our various stakeholders. As part 
of that approach, we recognised the need to join with 
other members of the Inclusive Framework to reach 
this position supported by a significant majority of the 
membership. 
 “We fully intend to remain an active participant 
in the ongoing work of the Inclusive Framework to 
complete the development of an appropriate plan. We 
have noted areas of concern at a technical and practi-
cal level, which we look forward to working to resolve 
constructively in the months ahead.” 
 Mr. Speaker, we will press on to do the work 
that is required for continued success. You will recall 
that earlier this year the Government tabled legislation 
to embody the next Tax Reform Commission. This 
was approved by the Legislature. Mr. Speaker, in due 
course I will appoint persons to serve on the Tax Re-
form Commission, whose work will include various 
domestic issues and, as appropriate, consideration 
and analysis of the finally agreed full package of the 
two BEPS Pillars. I therefore anticipate the Tax Re-
form Commission may not engage in the full scope of 
its work until after October 2021 when the technical 
aspects of the two BEPS Pillars are completed by the 
Inclusive Framework and endorsed by the G20 meet-
ings.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to highlight that 
the work of the Commission and subsequent decision-
making will reflect the culture of collaboration, innova-
tion and communication which has contributed to the 
success of this jurisdiction. In conjunction with indus-
try and other key strategic partners, Bermuda will con-
tinue to look for opportunities and employ strategies 
that are beneficial to individuals and businesses and 
allow our Island home to effectively compete in this 
ever-changing marketplace.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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 Members, the next Statement this morning is 
that in the name of the Minister of Transport. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement at this time? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Only if you feel as though I 
am appropriately dressed for the occasion, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Well, I see you at a distance, but I do 
recognise some red in that colour. So I assume that 
you are appropriately dressed with that blue beside it. 
So you can continue. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you. As well as my 
colleague, Neville Tyrrell, is in red and blue as well. I 
just wanted to put that on record. 
 
The Speaker: You are in good company then. 
 

MARINE AND PORTS SERVICES FERRY 
RETROFIT PROGRAMME 

 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, on the 27th of 
June 2021, the fast ferry Resolute returned to Bermu-
da after an extensive nine-month retrofit project at 
Gladding-Hearn shipyard in Boston, the original build-
ers, at the cost of $2 million. This refit will extend the 
vessel’s lifespan by some 12 years. Gladding-Hearn 
Shipbuilding is located in Massachusetts. It is the 
closest shipyard to Bermuda with suitable facilities 
and relevant expertise. While other yards may have 
suitable expertise, they are located farther away. This 
increased distance represents a higher cost and risk 
for deliveries and could impact the vessels’ return to 
service. Gladding-Hearn has a history of successful 
projects with Marine and Port Services dating back to 
1980. These projects include the following: 

• St. George- pilot boat (built in 1980); 
• Dragon- buoy tender and buoys (1981);  
• Princeton and Inspector- tugs (1984);  
• St. David- pilot boat (1986); 
• Refit of the St. George (1998);  
• Serenity and Resolute- ferries (built in 2002); 
• St. David- pilot boat (2011). 

 Additionally, [Gladding-Hearn] regularly pro-
vides expert advice and service parts to Marine and 
Port Services to keep the vessels in service. They 
value this business and interface with Marine and 
Ports personnel, as it gives them essential feedback 
as to which design details and products work best in 
Bermuda’s environment so that they can improve their 
future service. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Resolute has all new ma-
chinery including main engines, generators, steering 
system, newly upgraded air conditioning, new win-
dows, updated navigational equipment, all new interi-
or, new bathrooms and fully outfitted CCTV cameras 
with recording capabilities and a PA system for public 

safety announcements, to name a few. The Resolute 
is currently being cleaned and prepped to return to 
service on both the green and blue ferry routes, ser-
vicing both the general public and our cruise ship pas-
sengers.  
 Last week Thursday I had the opportunity to 
see the upgrades first-hand. I was also able to meet 
with the all Marine and Ports crew, who delivered the 
Resolute on the 635-nautical-mile voyage across the 
North Atlantic Ocean. Those individuals are Captain 
Joseph Nicholas Maynard; Chief Engineer, Jean Le-
maire; Deck Officer, Elijah Simmons; Seaman, Calvin 
Burgess; Seaman, Warren Foggo; and Mechanic, 
Jomel Smith. 
 Mr. Speaker, the second fast ferry, Serenity, 
is scheduled to depart for the Boston shipyard the 
week of July 19 to undergo a similar refit and is ex-
pected to return to Bermuda in May 2022. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, the next Statement this morning is 
in the name of the Minister of Works. 
 Minister, would you like to present your 
Statement? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, Minister. Go right 
ahead. 
 

FOURTH UPDATE ON THE STIMULUS 
PROGRAMME 

 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. I am pleased to provide another update on 
the Short Term Stimulus Programme that was 
launched on December 17, 2020, to a maximum value 
of BMD$13,385,000 where small to medium-sized 
contractors were invited to participate.  
 Mr. Speaker, the programme was launched as 
it was determined there was an urgent need to pro-
vide stimulus to the local economy in order to retain 
and boost employment numbers in the wake of the 
economic downturn sparked by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Mr. Speaker, as a result, the Ministry of Public 
Works [compiled a list of shovel-ready projects that 
are executable almost] immediately. These projects 
are mostly infrastructure improvements and will not 
add further burden to government operational ex-
penses. The project’s selection principles are to max-
imise the employment of the private sector while 
providing much-needed refreshing of neglected infra-
structure.  
 Mr. Speaker, to ensure a fair and equitable 
allocation of the stimulus funding across the participat-
ing businesses, the Ministry maintains a register of 
approved contractors and awarded contracts to en-
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sure that no one company monopolises the project 
list. Once a company obtains a project, they will be 
rotated to the bottom of the list to allow other compa-
nies an opportunity for work. The guiding principle is 
to prioritise all companies that provide the most em-
ployment benefit per dollar spent while spreading the 
work among Bermudian-owned and -operated busi-
nesses. Many of these small- to medium-sized busi-
nesses have never worked for government before, 
and oftentimes the challenge is cashflow. In light of 
this we have arranged with the Accountant General 
Department to accelerate the payment schedule to 
every two weeks, noting that those who owe govern-
ment money must engage in a payment plan in order 
to secure the work.  
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, are you having an audio prob-
lem there? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: What? 
 
The Speaker: You are having a little audio problem 
that time. Continue. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: [INAUDIBLE] A total of 
16 projects are underway. The nine projects currently 
ongoing are as follows: 

• Flatt’s Bridge handrail project—work under-
way; 

• Artemis building B interior work—started 
May 21, 2021, duration eight weeks; 

• Elbow Beach Access—May 17, 2021, dura-
tion five weeks. Substantial completion has 
been achieved with the steps poured and in 
place. Waiting on fabrication and installation 
of handrails, which should be complete in two 
to three weeks. 

• New Plant Inspection Building at Botanical 
Gardens—started May 24, duration 16 weeks; 

• Veranda repairs at Camden— 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to turn my video off 
to help with the sound. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, it may help. There you go. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: At Elbow Beach again,  

• Elbow Beach Access—May 17, 2021, dura-
tion five weeks. Substantial completion has 
been achieved with the steps poured and in 
place. Waiting on fabrication and installation 
of handrails, which should be complete in two 
to three weeks; 

• New Plant Inspection Building at Botanical 
Gardens—started May 24, duration 16 weeks; 

• Veranda repairs at Camden—started week of 
May 30, duration 12 weeks; 

• Roadside Fencing Project 2—started June 7, 
duration four weeks; 

• Dock Maintenance Pack 2—started June 14, 
duration six weeks; 

• Dock Maintenance Pack 3—started June 14, 
duration six weeks; 

• Darrell’s Wharf Dock Repairs—started 
June 28, duration four weeks. 

 Mr. Speaker, two contracts awarded but 
awaiting start date are as follows: 

• Artemis Building B wash-down area, awarded 
to Heart and Soul Construction. Start date is 
August 2; and 

• Wastewater Section landscaping project, 
awarded to Unity Edible Landscapes. Start 
date is August 2; duration is four weeks. 
 

 Five completed projects are as follows: 
• MDL Lab, completion date June 11, with offi-

cial opening conducted yesterday; 
• Artemis Building A, loading dock repairs com-

pleted June 16; 
• Global Innovation, roadside fencing project 5, 

Mullet Bay Road, St. George’s, completed Ju-
ly 7; 

• Creative Exteriors Management, roadside 
fencing 1, Smith’s South Road, completed Ju-
ly 9; 

• Brown and Co., roadside fencing 3, Govern-
ment Hill, completed July 9. 
 

 Mr. Speaker, projects out for RFQs or evalua-
tion are as follows: 

• Cleaning Pembroke Canal—RFQ received 
May 6. Evaluations are ongoing. Pre-contract 
site meetings are scheduled for next week. 

• Roadside Vegetation Removal—RFQ re-
ceived May 5. Evaluations are ongoing. 

• Quarry Slate Shelter—RFQ received June 9. 
Still undergoing evaluations, as there was a 
large discrepancy in price between contrac-
tors. 

 Mr. Speaker, Financial—to date, we have 
spent $1,618,735.14 (or 12 per cent of the stimulus 
funds). 
 
[Audio difficulties]  
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes? 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: [INAUDIBLE] Fourteen 
out of 93 companies have been awarded stimulus 
contracts. We are very pleased with the response to 
the stimulus programme thus far from both contractors 
and likely employees, all of whom want to get to work 
and help the economy improve. These projects are 
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bearing fruit, and one can expect to see a continuation 
of stimulus activity occurring around the country. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. And, Minister, let 
me just say if you intend to speak later today, maybe 
have your technical look at your system. Because 
normally you come through very clear, but today you 
seem to have a little issue there. Okay? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: They have already 
been [INAUDIBLE], Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Good. 
 Members, the next Statement this morning is 
that of the Minister of Social Development and Sen-
iors. 
 Minister Furbert, would you like to make your 
presentation? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes, I would, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased today 
to submit to this Honourable House the Annual Report 
of the Human Rights Commission for the year ending 
December 31, 2020. Mr. Speaker, the Commission 
has a statutory remit to protect and promote human 
rights under the Human Rights Act 1981. The Com-
mission’s mandate is to both educate and promote the 
principles of non-discrimination and equality and to 
investigate and endeavour to settle allegations of dis-
crimination. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Human Rights Commission 
is required to do the following: 

• Encourage an understanding of the funda-
mental rights and freedoms of the individual 
guaranteed by the Constitution and the princi-
ple that all members of the community are of 
equal dignity, have equal rights and have an 
obligation to respect the dignity and rights of 
each other; 

• Promote an understanding of, acceptance of 
and compliance with the Human Rights Act 
1981; 

• Conduct research and develop initiatives de-
signed to eliminate discriminatory practices; 

• Encourage and coordinate activities which 
seek to forward the principle that every mem-
ber of the community is of equal dignity and 
has equal rights; and 

• Promote the conciliation and settlement of any 
complaints or grievances arising out of acts of 
unlawful discrimination and, where in its opin-

ion such good offices are inappropriate, insti-
tute prosecution for contraventions of the Act.  

 Mr. Speaker, the Human Rights Commission 
provides assistance to those who believe they have 
experienced discrimination or have any questions re-
lated to their rights and responsibilities under the Hu-
man Rights Act. The Commission is both a public 
watchdog for human rights compliance and a resource 
to foster and promote human rights principles by 
working with stakeholders across the Island, including 
government, community organisations, schools, busi-
nesses and individuals.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Commission works to further 
its objective of eradicating discrimination through the 
following means: 

• helping to address any and all queries related 
to human rights in Bermuda; 

• assisting with complaints of discrimination un-
der the Human Rights Act 1981; 

• providing dispute resolution services through 
mediation and conciliation to help settle com-
plaints of discrimination; 

• policy review and guidance with all stakehold-
ers in support of human rights obligations; 

• engaging in collaborative presentations, re-
search and educational programming; 

• consultations to support the evolution of legis-
lation, just practices and policies in support of 
human rights compliance; 

• educational presentations, workshops and 
training tailored to meet the stakeholders’ 
needs in support of their human rights educa-
tion and compliance commitments; 

• advice and consultation with Government on 
proposed legislative amendments and to en-
sure consistency with international standards; 

• administering of Human Rights Tribunals; 
• providing guidance to government, organisa-

tions, businesses and educational institutions 
on the development and implementation of 
the human rights-based approach to legisla-
tion, policies, programmes and complaint-
handling mechanisms to ensure compliance 
with the Act and international human rights 
agreements.  

 Mr. Speaker, included in the annual report you 
will note that during the 2020 calendar year the Com-
mission received 140 complaints, with the majority of 
complaints citing claims of discriminatory differences 
in treatment on the grounds of disability (31 per cent), 
place of origin (16 per cent), sex (14 per cent) and 
race (8 per cent). Of those complaints the majority 
cited claims of discrimination within the protected area 
of employment (at 59 per cent). Claims of discrimina-
tory workplace harassment amounted to 9 per cent of 
intakes. Of the total intakes received in 2020, there 
are 14 (or 10 per cent) that remain ongoing, with the 
remaining 126 (or 90 per cent) resolved. 
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 As 2020 unfolded against the trauma and un-
certainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government 
of Bermuda faced the challenge of balancing public 
health measures against the safeguarding of civil lib-
erties and human rights. The complex nature of the 
COVID-19 crisis reaffirmed the critical role of the Na-
tional Human Rights Institutions in promoting a human 
rights-based approach to managing the pandemic. 
Fundamental considerations around individual and 
collective rights emerged in response to the crisis, as 
Bermuda recognised that we are only as safe and se-
cure as our most vulnerable. 
 The themes of Resilience and Reckoning be-
came emblematic of a year defined by social justice 
and advocacy. The resurgence of the Black Lives 
Matter movement following the murder of George 
Floyd in the United States saw over 7,000 Bermudi-
ans converge in solidarity to support this historic hu-
man rights movement. 
 The Commission partnered with Citizens Up-
rooting Racism in Bermuda (CURB) to produce the 
Black History in Bermuda Timeline. Contemporary 
research by historians and academics continues to fill 
a massive void left by earlier works focused on select 
descriptions of Bermuda’s colonial history, largely 
erasing the Black narrative. This evolving resource 
repository continues to benefit from the contribution of 
historians and knowledge-bearers. 
 The Commission joined Bermuda in mourning 
the passing of Dr. Eva Hodgson. Dr. Hodgson dedi-
cated her life to elevating the national consciousness 
to address the scourge of racism. Her remarkable ex-
ample and body of work will continue to inform Ber-
muda’s human rights education and enlighten genera-
tions to come. 
 An Equal World is an Enabled World was the 
International Women’s Day theme. The Commission 
joined stakeholders at a convening hosted by the 
Women’s Resource Centre to recalibrate collective 
commitments to accelerate gender parity to ensure a 
more equitable Bermuda. Data published by UN 
Women early in the COVID-19 outbreak revealed that 
gender-based violence, particularly domestic violence 
against women and girls, had intensified worldwide. 
 Due to COVID-19, Pride 2020 was a stark 
contrast to the jubilant celebrations of 2019; however, 
it was no less significant. The 8th of August convening 
marked the seventh anniversary of the amendment to 
include sexual orientation in the Human Rights Act 
1981. The executive officer’s remarks emphasised 
that the addition of sexual orientation as a protected 
ground enhanced Bermuda’s human rights framework 
and renewed our commitment to the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of all.  
 Mr. Speaker, in accordance with section 30A 
of the Human Rights Act 1981, I am pleased to have 
laid before this Honourable House the Human Rights 
Commission Annual Report for the year ending De-
cember 31, 2020.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, the next Statement and final 
Statement for this morning is in the name of the Minis-
ter of Labour. 
 Minister Hayward, would you like to present 
your Statement? 
 

EXTENDING THE TERM FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE OF ABLE-BODIED 
UNEMPLOYMENT RECIPIENTS 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker and Honourable 
Members of the House, I rise today to inform you that 
the Government intends to extend the five-year limita-
tion for a payment of an award to abled-bodied unem-
ployed recipients of financial assistance for an addi-
tional two years by amending section 6A of the Finan-
cial Assistant Regulations 2004 (the Regulations). The 
amendment will also make this change retroactive 
effective from April 1, 2021, in order to validate pay-
ments made since the beginning of the 2021/22 fiscal 
year. 
 Mr. Speaker, the House will recall that in ac-
cordance with section 6A(1) of the Regulations, 
“Payment of an award to an abled-bodied recipient 
shall be limited to a maximum period of five years, 
whether that period is—(a) continuous; or (b) an ag-
gregate period made up of two or more awards.” The 
House should be advised that the five-year term for 
some Financial Assistance clients expired on 
March 31, 2021. Accordingly, a retroactive amend-
ment to the legislation will be required to address the 
issue with respect to payments made since April 1, 
2021. 
 Mr. Speaker, the mission of the Department of 
Financial Assistance is to assist Bermudians to main-
tain a standard of living during challenging economic 
times. The Department of Financial Assistance has 
always worked hard to achieve its mission, and as of 
June 2021 the number of persons on assistance was 
2,306. The largest category pertained to pensioners 
(1,037), followed by those with a disability (786), then 
persons employed with insufficient earnings (245). 
The smallest category is the able-bodied unemployed 
persons (238), although this number continues to 
trend upwards monthly as a result of the labour mar-
ket conditions in the aftermath [of] the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to take this time 
to remind this Honourable House that the Department 
of Financial Assistance also provides funding support 
to eligible persons on financial assistance in the fol-
lowing areas: 

• rent;  
• nursing and rest home fees; 
• food allowance; 
• health insurance; 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/f15bb3adac7ac9038d15b31d275e04f6.pdf
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• disability services; 
• BELCO allowance; 
• personal home care allowance; 
• medical supplies and equipment; 
• telephone allowance.  

 Mr. Speaker, it is expected that the effects of 
the pandemic will be felt for some time into the fore-
seeable future. This could not have been predicted at 
the time the five-year term was introduced. This Gov-
ernment remains committed to assisting and support-
ing every Bermudian, especially those who face chal-
lenges in getting back to gainful and meaningful em-
ployment. The Government remains steadfast in de-
votion to the community as the Island recovers and 
heals from this pandemic. 
 Mr. Speaker, as part of the financial assis-
tance reform strategy, the Department of Workforce 
Development and the Department of Financial Assis-
tance have partnered to ensure that Personal Em-
ployment Plans are provided to Financial Assistance 
clients. Personal Employment Plans are designed to 
strengthen employment support services to Financial 
Assistance clients. Each abled-bodied recipient will be 
provided with an individual plan aimed at helping re-
cipients to achieve financial independence.  
 Mr. Speaker, this initiative will help Bermudi-
ans to secure gainful and meaningful employment. 
The employment plans include work readiness, finan-
cial literacy and computer literacy training, along with 
individual career coaching and support. These plans 
are a critical catalyst to empowering recipients and 
reducing their dependency on financial support. 
 Mr. Speaker, as the Government has done 
since the onset of the pandemic, we will continue to 
provide the necessary support, assistance and re-
sources needed to carry Bermudians through this un-
precedented and, for many, unpredictable time. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Members, this brings us to a close of the 
Statements period for this morning. 
 We will now move on. 
  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: Members, we have 60 minutes for 
Question Period. Today we have both written ques-
tions and questions from the Statements that were 
given this morning. We will start with the written ques-
tions, and all of the written questions this morning 
have indicated that they will be for oral responses. 
 The first written question this morning is for 
the Minister of Health from MP Dunkley. 

 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tion now? 
 

QUESTION 1: TOTAL NUMBER OF FULLY  
VACCINATED TRAVELLERS TESTING POSITIVE 

FOR COVID-19 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning, colleagues. 
 To the Honourable Minister: Will the Honour-
able Minister please provide this Honourable House 
with the total number of fully vaccinated travellers who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 upon arrival in 
Bermuda or with any day 4, day 8 or day 14 test since 
February 1, 2021? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: Minister, we do not hear you. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the total number of fully vac-
cinated travellers who have tested positive for COVID-
19 upon arrival in Bermuda or with any day 4, day 8 or 
day 14 test since February 1, 2021, is 24. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Further question, or supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Honourable Minister, is 
there any awareness of what vaccines have been 
used in those 24 cases? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: No, Mr. Speaker, I would not 
have that information. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Is the Minister able to give 
a breakdown of the positive cases on each test date? 
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The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, in February there 
were [nil] for arrival day 4, day 8 or day 14. In March 
there were two: One was a day 8 and one was a day 
14. In April there were five: One was arrival, one was 
day 4, one was day 8 and two were day 14. In May 
there were two: One was an arrival, and one was on 
day 4. In June there were eight—six on arrival and 
two on day 4. In July, between July 1 and July 7, there 
were seven—two on arrival, five on day 4. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Those were your two supplementaries from 
your one question. So we will move on.  

Next. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: No problem. 
 The next written question this morning is to 
the Minister of Health from the Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I was trying to bring up my 
video. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. I will start anyway. 
 
The Speaker: You can get your video going as you 
talk. 
 
QUESTION 1: TOTAL NUMBER OF QUARANTINE 

EXEMPTIONS ISSUED MONTHLY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please provide the Honourable House the total 
number of quarantine exemptions issued [monthly] by 
Government from the beginning of the programme to 
July 10, 2021? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: While the Minister is responding, you 
can sort out your camera for us, MP. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 Go ahead, Minister. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Minister, we don’t have your audio. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the total number of quarantine 
exemptions issued by Government from the beginning 
of the programme until the 10th of July 2021 is 294. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, any supplemen-
tary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Would you like to do your sec-
ond question? 
 
QUESTION 2: TOTAL NUMBER OF QUARANTINE 

EXEMPTIONS APPLIED FOR MONTHLY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please provide the Honourable House with the to-
tal number of quarantine exemption applications ap-
plied for, for each month from the programme’s incep-
tion to July 10, 2021? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, the total number 
of quarantine exemption applications applied for from 
the programme’s inception to the 10th of July 2021 is 
460. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I asked for the number of 
applications for each month so I could see a trend. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member would note that the requirements with re-
spect to the quarantine facilities started on the 20th of 
June. So it has not been a month yet. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Do you have a supplementary, MP 
Jackson? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, please. 
 
The Speaker: Put your supplementary. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. Good morning, 
Minister. 
 I am just curious whether you have a break-
down of the category of exemptions—i.e., college stu-
dents, children, health, et cetera. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: As is provided for under the 
Order, the exemptions category relates specifically to 
persons who are medically vulnerable and/or they are 
caregivers. In order to apply for an exemption, one 
must produce medical evidence either from a physi-
cian or a psychologist confirming the said exemption. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Nothing from me, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, MP Pearman. Go 
ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 You identified two categories of exemption. I 
understood that there were three categories of ex-
emption down from the original seven. Have the three 
been reduced to two? Thank you. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: With respect to minors, minors 
do not have to apply for an exemption, though they 
qualify for same. Once it is ascertained what their age 
is and proof of their age, then the process is more 
administrative.  

They are not having to apply for an exemp-
tion, because they are a minor. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. No supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, no further supple-
mentaries for your question 2? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like to move on to your 
question 3? 
 

QUESTION 3: TOTAL COST TO GOVERNMENT 
FOR QUARANTINE SITES 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House the total 
monthly cost to the Government for all quarantine 
sites from inception of the programme to July 10, 
2021? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, this question has 
been redirected to the Ministry of National Security by 
way of the Clerk to the Legislative Office, as this in-
formation does fall within the remit of National Securi-
ty. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Clerk: Good morning. Yes, the questions have 
been deferred. And in the email that we received yes-
terday, the Minister of National Security would like to 
defer them. 
 You are copied in the email, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. That is what I was about to say. I 
was just waiting for the Opposition Leader to make 
sure he was clear on what was just stated, that your 
question was best suited for another Minister to an-
swer. And when that was determined, it was sent to 
that other Minister.  

Unfortunately, the timing was a little slow in 
that the other Minister has sought to have a deferment 
until next week, and they will provide the answer for 
you next week. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay then. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. So we will come back to 
question 3 next week under the respective Minister 
who will respond to it. Thank you. 
 The next series of written questions now are 
from MP Dunkley to Minister Ming, National Security. 
 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your two 
questions? 
 

QUESTION 1: ST. REGIS DEVELOPERS EXEMP-
TION APPROVAL 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
Will the Honourable Minister please confirm for this 
Honourable House if an exemption letter was issued 
under the Minister’s name as it pertains to the exemp-
tion given to the St. Regis to conduct construction dur-
ing the stay-at-home period in April, which was ulti-
mately rescinded? 
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Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I just want to say that 
this is actually something that can be found in the 
public domain, as we made a statement on this on 
April 14 with regard to an exemption that was granted 
to St. Regis. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 MP, the Minister is saying that it is a matter 
that is already in the public domain. And as you know, 
the rules allow for items that are already in the public 
domain, that the Minister can refer to the fact that it is 
already out there. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I be-
lieve the Minister has remarked that an exemption 
was given in error. How did the error occur? 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I am sure— 
 
The Speaker: Well, I am just trying to ascertain 
whether . . . I am reading the original. The original is 
already in the [public] domain. The original here does 
not speak to the error. And I do not have the state-
ment that is already in the public domain in front of me 
to know if that actually falls under that response. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: If my memory is correct, it 
says there was an exemption in error. And that is what 
I am requesting— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: The supplementary has to be guided 
by the response of information that is shared to us 
during this Question Period. The response was simply 
that it is already in the public domain, which allows the 
Minister to quote that. Without having the information 
in front of us right now, we cannot refer to exactly 
what is in there. My suggestion would be for a later 
date if you would like to have a further question, you 
can use whatever information that you gather from the 
public domain and base your question on that. Be-
cause I just cannot verify it right now in front of me. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I understand, Mr. Speaker. 
But I am sure the Honourable Minister can verify it, 

because the Honourable Minister made the statement 
in the public domain. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Mr. Speaker, this 
question is put to rest because it is in the public do-
main. So there can be no supplementaries to it. And 
you are correct when you say you cannot refer to any-
thing.  

The Honourable Member needs to go to the 
next question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: You have given the 
proper direction. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 MP, as I was directing you, I do not have that 
[information] in front of me to refer to. I am not saying 
you cannot put the question, but you can put the 
question at a later date if you go to the information 
that is in the public domain and base your question on 
that. But we just do not have it in front of us right now. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, if that is what 
you please. I am sure it would be easy for the Minister 
to [respond] here. But I accept your ruling.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am just trying to get 
some understanding of how the error occurred, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: No problem. We can go on to the sec-
ond question. 
 

QUESTION 2: ST. REGIS HOTEL DEVELOPERS 
EXEMPTION APPROVAL  

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Okay, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House if any other verbal or electron-
ic communication was provided to anyone at the St. 
Regis from any Minister or the Premier, informing or 
notifying the St. Regis of approval or an intention to 
approve construction work during the stay-at-home 
period? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 



1724 16 July 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 No, not that I am aware of. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, Mr. Speaker, because 
I am sure we would have to deal with the public do-
main. And I will accept your ruling. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. 
 Members, that brings us to a close of the writ-
ten questions.  
 We will now move on to questions from the 
Statements that were given this morning. And on the 
first Statement this morning from the Premier, there 
was a question from the Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question at this stage? 
 
QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON SUPPORT PROVIDED 
TO LOCAL SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES 

SINCE THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
just have two simple questions. 
 Can the Premier confirm the amount that the 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation has 
assigned in guarantees for the Loan Guarantee Pro-
gramme? I know that they have total outstanding 
guarantees of $442,000 approximately. What is the 
allotment that the BEDC has established for its guar-
antee programme? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will try to answer 
as best as I can.  

I think referring to the Statement that it shows 
a total guarantee capacity of the BEDC, and the guar-
antee capacity is governed by statute. So if there is 
more capital given, the guarantee capacity is actually 
six times the capital. So I am not entirely certain if I 
can answer the Member’s question.  

The Opposition Leader is asking, How much 
is assigned to the guarantee? And there is no as-
signment; there is a maximum amount that is allowed 
by statute. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. I understand the statu-
tory requirements. I think from best practice and busi-
ness prudence, each year we would say that we 
would allow “X” million dollars for guarantees. So for 
the budget year, I am certain from a business point of 
view, the BEDC has indicated that they would allot up 

to, saying hypothetically, $2 million in guarantees over 
the coming year. And that is what I am speaking to, 
Mr. Premier. 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I think I understand 
the Honourable Member’s question. But I do not be-
lieve that there is currently a restriction. I am happy to 
follow up. But what I would say is if there was the limit 
which the Honourable Opposition Leader is suggest-
ing and there were more persons who want the guar-
antees, I am not sure if the Honourable Opposition 
Leader is suggesting that the Bermuda Economic De-
velopment Corporation would not do that. So that 
would not be a policy that the Government of Bermu-
da would support; we support issuing guarantees up 
to the amount which is stated and allowed for in law. 
And I think that the Bermuda Economic Development 
Corporation has a very prudent board that can look 
and manage the risks that need to be managed. 
 So I am happy if he wants to follow up with a 
specific question in writing, and I can do my best to 
get that information for him. But to my knowledge I do 
not believe that there is a restriction on the amount of 
guarantees that can be given out on an annual basis. I 
think it is governed by the Act itself, in the confines of 
the Act. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Further question? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Question or supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: This is a question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question. Go ahead. 
 
QUESTION 2: UPDATE ON SUPPORT PROVIDED 
TO LOCAL SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES 

SINCE THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Premier just tell the 
community what the application fees are and the fee 
for the use of the guarantees? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I do not have that 
information off the top of my head. I believe all of the 
information would be on the BEDC website, as my 
Statement referred. All fees were cut in half. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I saw that. 
 



Official Hansard Report 16 July 2021 1725 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. E. David Burt: Also, the BEDC also, they made 
the fees for credit checks, which were also charged to 
persons prior to these matters, the BEDC is absorbing 
those fees themselves. But I will say that the fees are 
in the public domain, and they are listed on the web-
site, certainly, or on the applications. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No. I have no further ques-
tions, but I would like to commend the BEDC and Eri-
ca Smith for the work that they are doing. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Thank you, Members. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Opposition 
Leader. 
 
The Speaker: Members, the next Statement this 
morning that has questions is that of the Finance Min-
ister. Finance Minister, you have a question from the 
Opposition Leader. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question? 
 

QUESTION 1: OECD INCLUSIVE FRAMEWORK 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 On page 3 of the Finance Minister’s State-
ment, he says, “Mr. Speaker, with respect to Pillar 
One, initial estimates conclude that approximately 80 
multinational enterprises worldwide would qualify as 
in-scope of Pillar One . . . .” Can the Minister tell us 
whether we have any of those 80 companies doing 
business in Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, not to my 
knowledge. We are doing some work within the Minis-
try of Finance to do a bit of a data call so that we can 
try to ascertain the impacts of Pillar One and Pillar 
Two on constituent companies that are located in 
Bermuda. But Pillar One is largely targeted at tech-
nology companies, for which we have none located 
here in Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? Supplementary or new ques-
tion? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So you, the Minister indi-
cated that— 
 
The Speaker: Is it a new question or a supplemen-
tary? 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental, supple-
mental. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Minister indicated that 
he would be doing a data draw to secure the infor-
mation generally. When does he expect to have this 
project completed? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: We are currently working 
on figuring out what data we need to get. And then we 
need to talk to stakeholders and make sure that we 
train—they get the data-gathering exercise in its ap-
propriate context. But my hope is that we will be posi-
tioned for October to have the data that we would 
need to assess. The OECD has a bunch of work to do 
between now and October with the finalisation of the 
details around Pillar One and Pillar Two. And doing 
some preliminary work is important, but doing too 
much work without having the benefit of details would 
be a fool’s errand. So sometime between now and the 
end of September we will have finality around what 
the data sets look like. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: OECD INCLUSIVE FRAMEWORK 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: On page 5 of 8 the Minister 
says, “Bermuda has been actively involved in ongoing 
discussions relating to this initiative to present posi-
tions that reflect the national interest and that of our 
various stakeholders.” Can the Minister provide the 
details of any discussions that he has had with inter-
national bodies overseas in regard to this initiative? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, as I men-
tioned in the Statement, Bermuda is a member of the 
Inclusive Framework. There has been ongoing dia-
logue on this topic for the better part of two-plus 
years. We have representation in the Inclusive 
Framework, and so we participate in the forums. And 
in those forums we articulate our points of view with 
respect to the direction of travel around this initiative. 
 
An Hon. Member: Do you have any specifics? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: I think we have highlighted 
four or five particular areas of concern. One of them 
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would be the overall rate that is being contemplated. I 
think initially there was a 12.5 per cent rate. There has 
now been what appears to be some sort of a consen-
sus around 15 per cent. 
 We expressed the point of view around the 
method of blending, whether it is jurisdictional or glob-
al blending. We also talked about carve-out or eco-
nomic substance, we talked about carve-out for insur-
ance and reinsurance. We also talked about mainte-
nance of deferred tax accounting treatment for com-
panies as well. Those are among the things that we 
highlighted during our discussions that we continue to 
highlight in our conversations with other key allies, 
other countries that are also participating in the Inclu-
sive Framework discussions and who may have simi-
lar interests to Bermuda with respect to the implemen-
tation of this initiative. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So who are the allies that 
we are working with?  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I do not be-
lieve it would be appropriate for me at this point to 
disclose which allies we are talking to. I certainly 
would feel comfortable having a one-on-one conver-
sation with the Shadow Minister of Finance to share 
that information if necessary. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
That is all I have. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Minister of Finance, you also have questions 
this morning from MP Pearman. 
 MP Pearman, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: OECD INCLUSIVE FRAMEWORK 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Honourable Minister, for your very clear and con-
cise Statement to us. It is always refreshing to get this 
sort of information given in such a straightforward and 
fair way. 
 My question arises at pages 4 and 5 of your 
Statement where you quote your previous press 
statement of the 2nd of July. At the top of page 5, you 
refer to the “ongoing technical discussions ahead of 
the meeting of G20 Finance Ministers . . . in October 
2021.” My first question is this: What visibility if any do 
you have about the timetable formed after October 
2021? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: We do not have much vis-
ibility beyond October 2021. I think everyone is cur-

rently focused on the negotiations that need to hap-
pen between now and the end of October in advance 
of the G20 Finance Ministers meeting to ensure that 
the details are worked out for some sort of agreement 
on details. So the next key milestone I think for all in-
volved is the October 2021 Finance Ministers meet-
ing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 In respect of that October 2021 meeting and 
specifically with reference to page 6 of 8 of your 
Statement in the middle paragraph, you quite sensibly 
anticipate that the Tax Reform Commission is not go-
ing to engage in matters until after the October 2021 
details are released. So my next question is this: If 
presumably the magic is not in the date of October 
2021, but in the completion of the technical discus-
sions and their outcome, and we can assume sensibly 
that the Tax Reform Commission may not engage 
until we have that outcome, is that a fair assumption 
on my part, Minister? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, it is not. 
What I did say is, “I therefore anticipate the Tax Re-
form Commission may not engage in the full scope . . 
. ,” which means they will not be able to opine fully on 
the impact of OECD initiatives on potential tax reform. 
There is still a body of work that needs to be done 
with respect to reviewing domestic taxes in and of 
themselves.  

And initially, I think the work around tax reform 
was contemplated to focus almost solely on domestic 
matters of keeping an eye on developments at the 
OECD. Anyone who has followed the events would 
know that there was a bit of a radical change in direc-
tion with the inauguration of President Biden. Prior to 
that, there was a view that the OECD discussions 
around BEPS [Base Erosion and Profit Shifting] Pillar 
One and Pillar Two were being led out of Europe. I 
think the prior US administration had taken a bit of a 
hands-off approach. And that has changed as a result 
of after January the 20th. 
 So we will do some work around domestic, 
keeping an eye on developments from the OECD. But 
any reforms that are going to be based on OECD 
work will have to reflect the completed work of the 
OECD. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Second supplementary. 
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The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. I think the 
last bit of your answer actually does agree with me. 
What I was wondering is, it is fair to say that the Tax 
Reform Commission’s focus on these matters, not 
domestic matters, but on these matters needs to know 
the parameters they are working on. So there needs 
to be some sort of consensus released from after or 
on October 2021 before they can really engage with 
them. You cannot put the cart before the horse, and I 
think that is what you are saying. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: It is. Although I would say, 
because I want to be very careful about this, there is 
work that can be ongoing in parallel to the develop-
ments out of the OECD. It will be over the course of 
the next several months, various ideas that have been 
floated by members of the Inclusive Framework for 
potential inclusion. My team who sit in those meetings 
will be able to kind of ascertain whether or not there is 
any consensus around certain ideas. And we can start 
doing some potential scenario-playing with respect to 
our own situation. So I do not expect that there is go-
ing to be a hard-start coming up to October or once 
October has happened. I would expect that this will be 
an issue that would be front in line for folks keeping a 
watching brief on what is going on and then trying to 
start to think about potential impacts on Bermuda and 
how we potentially respond to them. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister, for your 
answer.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have no second 
question. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Minister, that is the end of the questions for 
you this morning. 
 The next Statement that has questions this 
morning is the Statement from the Minister of 
Transport. 
 Minister of Transport, you have questions this 
morning from MP Pearman. 
 MP, would you like to put your question? 
 

QUESTION 1: MARINE AND PORTS SERVICES 
FERRY RETROFIT PROGRAMME 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thanks 
to the Honourable Minister for his Statement on the 
Marine and Ports Services. (Just making sure you 
have my video. I think you do now.) 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Honourable Minister, you gave a 
Statement to the House about the lifespan and de-
ployment of the ferry Resolute, which was refitted at a 

$2 million cost. You indicated that the refit would ex-
tend the vessel’s lifespan by some 12 years. I pre-
sume that is 12 years from today, from the day of the 
refit. Is that correct? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: That is correct. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Grateful. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: In terms of the lifespan and de-
ployment, you indicated in your Statement that it 
would be for the green and blue ferry routes. Obvious-
ly, Minister, you are familiar with what those routes 
are, but the House and the public may not be. Could 
you kindly confirm which routes this ferry Resolute will 
be servicing? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: So that is mainly, and for 
the most simplistic answer, that is the Somerset route, 
town to Somerset. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Second 
question? 
 
The Speaker: The second question. Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: MARINE AND PORTS SERVICES 
FERRY RETROFIT PROGRAMME 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, you discussed the Ma-
rine and Ports Services more generally, listing a histo-
ry of services dating back to the 1980s. With those 
services in mind, can you assist us with information on 
the situation in St. George’s, with the Viking Orion in 
St. George’s, please? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: If the Member could clarify 
what about the Viking Orion? What services? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Sorry. I apologise if I was not 
sufficiently clear. 
 As the Minister will be aware, the Viking Orion 
is not stopping in St. George’s as part of its homeport-
ing efforts which, to the Minister’s credit, I understand 
are extending. Could you just assist with any infor-
mation that the House should be aware of as to why 
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Viking is not going to be stopping in St. George’s, and 
what steps if any the Ministry has done in relation to 
that? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: All right. So it is mainly 
down to four main reasons. The weather conditions, 
which provided an uncomfortable experience for 
guests; guests having issues and concerns with 
boarding and de-boarding the tender out at the ocean, 
out in the Murray’s Anchorage; also a cost. It would be 
helpful for the House to note that on Fridays it would 
cost $9,855 for the Friday tender, and $17,520 for the 
tender on the Saturday. So in addition to that, it was a 
waiting time of up to 90 minutes for the tender await-
ing dock space.  

Also, the ramp we needed at the dock space 
for the customers who are, on average, 80 years old 
or older on the Viking, the ramp did not offer a smooth 
transition from the tender to the dock, and that was 
also something that the customers replied made 
things awkward for them. 
 
The Speaker: MP, before you try to put a supplemen-
tary to that, let me just say that the answer that the 
Minister just gave you was a courtesy. Nothing in the 
question or his response related to the refit pro-
gramme, which is what his Statement was about. 
Take it as a courtesy. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker, I do take it as a 
courtesy. 
 
The Speaker: If you have a third question that does 
relate to the Statement, you can put your third ques-
tion. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No. I think the Minister’s State-
ment was extremely informative for the House and the 
public, Mr. Speaker. I am grateful for his Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, you have a second Member who 
wants to put questions to you. And that is MP 
Dunkley. 
 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tions now? 
 

QUESTION 1: MARINE AND PORTS SERVICES 
FERRY RETROFIT PROGRAMME 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 To the Honourable Minister: Is the pilot boat 
St. David currently overseas for refit or repair at this 
present time? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, it is. Yes, it is. 
 

The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Can the Minister give an 
overview of the work that is required and why? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Actually the overview of 
the work is still being assessed as to exactly what 
needs to be done. But it is anticipated that the work 
necessary will take up to four to eight weeks to com-
plete. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Second supplementary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Why is it necessary that 
the work is done at this time? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: It is necessary for the work 
to be done at this time because the vessel is inopera-
ble to be able to resume its duties in its current condi-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Second question? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

QUESTION 2: MARINE AND PORTS SERVICES 
FERRY RETROFIT PROGRAMME 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Can the Minister please 
provide the reasons why the vessel is inoperable at 
the present time? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: It was involved in an inci-
dent which is in the public domain. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? Yes. 
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SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Is there any rough estimate of how much the 
work will cost? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: The estimate of the work is 
going to cost approximately $600,000, which will be 
covered by insurance. And the only thing that will 
come out of the government’s pocket would be the 
deductible. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, in regard to the in-
surance. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, correct, Mr. Speaker. 
 In relation to the insurance claim, what is the 
level of the deductible? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: It will be $10,000. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary to MP Dunkley’s 
question: Are you able to give a timeframe by which 
the boat might be back in service? 
 
The Speaker: I think he said it would be from four to 
eight weeks. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am sorry. I did not hear that. 
 
The Speaker: The Minister said that the repair work 
should take anywhere from four to eight weeks. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: So second supplementary then, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: When does the Honourable Min-
ister anticipate that the St. David will be back in opera-
tions? 

Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: In four to eight weeks. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Thank you, Minister. There are no further 
questions for you on this one. 
 The next Statement that has questions this 
morning would be the Statement of the Minister of 
Works. 
 Minister of Works, you have questions this 
morning from MP Dunkley. 
 MP Dunkley, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: FOURTH UPDATE ON STIMULUS 
PROGRAMME 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
thank the Honourable Minister for the Statement on 
the stimulus projects. 
 To the Honourable Minister: I note in the 
Statement, I believe there was no mention of any work 
on the Railway Trail. In light of the fact that the Rail-
way Trail is used more and more nowadays, and I am 
aware of at least one senior having a nasty fall be-
cause of the uneven surface and the high grass, is 
there any intention by the Minister and the department 
to include Railway Trail upkeep in this stimulus pro-
gramme? 
 
The Speaker: Okay.  

Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, not at 
this time. The Parks staff are paid overtime on week-
ends to address the Railway Trail. I and they get regu-
lar calls [about] areas in need of attention, so I would 
invite the MP to share that information and we will get 
it onto the list. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I thank the Minister for 
that. Second question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

QUESTION 2: FOURTH UPDATE ON STIMULUS 
PROGRAMME 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Can the Minister provide 
the number of jobs provided to date in the stimulus 
programme? 
 
[Pause]  
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The Speaker: I think the Minister is looking for the 
answer for you. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I did not hear the 
question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh. The question was, Can you supply 
the number of jobs that have been payable through 
the stimulus? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I can get that infor-
mation. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 The Minister is undertaking to get the answer 
for you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
would be indebted in that regard. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Any more questions? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, Mr. Speaker. But I do 
not know if this is the appropriate time. The last sitting, 
the Honourable Minister of Health committed to get 
back to me on three questions in regard to the travel 
authorisation form. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. We will make note of that again. 
Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Works, you have a further 
Member who would like to put questions to you. 
 MP Cannonier, would you like to put your 
question? 
 

QUESTION 1: FOURTH UPDATE ON STIMULUS 
PROGRAMME 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, and good morning to all. 
 Taking into light on page 1 where the Minister 
has on this occasion and previous occasions men-
tioned that this was a stimulus programme that they 
have put in place, and then on page 2 taking a look at 
the nine projects currently going on, my first question 
then is, Amongst these projects, do they require spe-
cial expertise?  

And I ask that question for a reason. But do 
any of these projects require any particular special 
expertise that Works and Engineering is not capable 
of doing? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I would say that in 
some cases the answer would be, it is called stimulus 

because we had a significant reduction in our capital 
accounts expenditure for 2021. And so some of the 
work that is being done is done regularly by Public 
Works staff. So what we are doing is taking advantage 
of the opportunity for extra funding to get that work 
done by the [contractors]  
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, supplementary. 
 So bearing that in mind, financially does the 
Minister believe that we are not doubling on our ex-
penses by having Works and Engineering facilities not 
being able to get to the work, or they should be doing 
the work, I should say? Let me just rephrase that. 
 Based on what he just said, does he believe 
that some of the work in the schedule that Works and 
Engineering has, can they fulfil some of this work? 
Like for instance, roadside vegetation removal—I 
would have thought that this is a regular thing that 
Works and Engineering does. Is this because, sched-
ule-wise, they are not able to get to these projects? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: That would be correct. 
We were reduced. We have also had a freeze in a 
number of jobs into our government. And so we are 
not filling those posts. So what that means is that as 
an example, the road crews or the parks crews are 
still carrying out their functions of — 
 
[Audio difficulties] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, I think you may have frozen. 
You may have frozen for a minute there. Continue on; 
you are back now. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: So the answer is yes. 
[INAUDIBLE] for the reason of new posts causes us 
not to be able to get to the regularly scheduled work of 
cutting school fields and roadside work. And so this is 
assisting in that regard. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. So considering that— 
 
The Speaker: This will be your second supplementary 
or new question? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I will do a new question. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
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QUESTION 2: FOURTH UPDATE ON  
STIMULUS PROGRAMME 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Considering the fact that we 
are attempting to save monies on one side, but yet we 
are spending on the other side, I am just trying to fig-
ure out where the balance is here to the taxpayer. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Speaker: The question is, you are trying to get a 
. . .  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. So if we are saving 
money because of budget-wise and we do not want to 
fill posts that will allow us to get these jobs done and 
that is a measure that has been taken by the Finance 
Ministry as well as the Works and Engineering Minis-
try to cut back, on the other hand we are then saying 
that we are going to take monies from another area 
and spend those monies to do these projects. 
 Where is the benefit to the taxpayer here? On 
the one hand we are saying we are saving money, but 
on the other hand we are spending money. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, the stim-
ulus package is as a direct result of COVID-19 and 
the number of people who are unemployed. So what 
we have done is put to the Ministry of Finance a pro-
posal to improve the infrastructure and employ people 
from the private sector to assist in that regard. The 
Ministry of Finance gave us a figure of $13 million that 
we could use in order to be able to do that. And so we 
are striking the balance in the sense that we would 
have a significant number of people who are unem-
ployed as a result of COVID-19. And the Government, 
having spent, I think it is well over $60 million in un-
employment— 
 
[Pause]  
 
An Hon. Member: I think we lost the Minister again.  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: —put those people 
who are unemployed, to employ them. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. I think you are still having a buff-
ering issue there, Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes. I am moving all 
around the office. I expect people to come at 
lunchtime to help us out. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. All right. 
 Additional question there, MP Cannonier? 
 

Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. A supplementary to 
that. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Bearing the answer in 
mind, has the Ministry looked at the scheduling of 
works and maybe revamped that to see how it can be 
more effective if in fact they are not able to hire, if in 
fact we are looking to go outside of the regular scope 
of Works and Engineering, and get others to do this 
here? Are there ways that we can find efficiencies of 
producing more with a new type of schedule? You 
know, we tend to just go off of what we have been 
doing in the past. I am just curious as to whether or 
not the Minister has been able to find a way of being 
more efficient with scheduling to allow for work to get 
done? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
[No audible response] 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: We lost him. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Let us just defer that for now, 
because the Minister is obviously having technical 
issues. If we can get them resolved before we com-
plete, we will come back to that. Okay, Members, if 
you do not mind? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The next Statement that has questions 
this morning is the Statement from the Minister of So-
cial Development and Seniors. 
 Minister, MP Jackson would like to put a 
question to you. 
 

QUESTION 1: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My question to the Minister is, How are the 
Minister and the Human Rights Commission working 
to improve or amend legislation to address this high 
percentage of complaints by those living with disabili-
ties? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Member, for that 
question. 
 If the Member notes in the annual report—
well, actually in my report I made, that actually 90 per 
cent of the issues or complaints that were made 
through the Human Rights Commission were re-
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solved. So if she can be more specific with her ques-
tion? 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 MP, the Minister has asked if you can direct it, 
define your question better so she can provide an an-
swer for you that would be fitting. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Maybe just a supplementary clarification then. 
 Is it possible for the Minister to share just a 
general category of what these complaints are 
around? Is it employment? Is it harassment? What 
those complaints are in general? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. Yes, that 
information again is in the annual report. I can give 
you the page on which that information can be found, 
and that is page 21 of the annual report. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Minister. I will 
take note. And having it just having been tabled this 
morning, I have not had a chance to have a look. So I 
have made note. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: You are welcome. 
 
The Speaker: Any further questions? None. 
 Minister, you also have questions from MP 
Pearman. 
 MP Pearman, would you like to put your ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION 1: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank 
you, Honourable Minister. 
 Honourable Minister, at page 2 of 4 of your 
Statement to the Honourable House today, you identi-
fied one of the Commission’s duties as carrying out 
“consultations to support the evolution of legislation, 
just practices and policies in support of human rights 
compliance.” In the report that you tabled, on page 43, 
the Human Rights Commission identified concerns 
that they have where the homeless were among those 
most at risk from changes to the law to limit freedom 
of movement to combat COVID-19. 
 My question is this: What legislative steps are 
envisaged by the Government in respect of the con-
cern identified by the Human Rights Commission re-
garding homelessness in Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Member. I do not 
have that information on me as far as information from 

the Human Rights Commission. But I can get that in-
formation to you. But the Government is working on 
initiatives to address issues with the homelessness. 
And that information will be introduced to the public 
very soon. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Sup-
plementary? 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, by “very soon,” does that 
mean a matter of weeks or months or— 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: I cannot give you a specific date 
at this time, Member. But I am hoping within a couple 
of months. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker, second supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary. Continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Are you able to share with this Honourable 
House in very broad terms what that legislation will be 
that we will be dealing with? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: So there is in fact no legislation, 
Member, that we will be working towards, but more so 
of a homelessness strategy, framework of national 
policy. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Second question, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. Put your second ques-
tion. 
 

QUESTION 2: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Honourable Minister, in the same 
vein but more specifically, also at page 43 of the re-
port, the Commission references that they undertook 
an independent review of the legislation from this per-
spective. That was the exercise of powers by the gov-
ernment officials under the emergency coronavirus 
legislation. Is that an independent review that is in the 
public domain? Page 43 of the report, Honourable 
Minister. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. If you can give me a minute 
to get that information? 
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Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes. It is the bottom left para-
graph, if that assists. 
 
[Pause]  
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: So I do not have the information. 
I am trying to get it from technical officers. But I can 
provide that information to you, Member. 
 
The Speaker: The Minister is going to take an under-
taking to get the information to you later. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: That would be great. 
 Honourable Minister, I understand that this 
undertaking is to provide the independent reviews to 
me, or just to answer my question? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: I will check with the Human 
Rights Commission to see whether the information 
can be shared. And if it can be shared, I can definitely 
share that information with you, by way of your ques-
tion. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful, Honourable Minis-
ter. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Members, that actually brings us to a close of 
questions this morning. I think that the Minister of 
Works is still having a technical problem, so it would 
probably be wise not to try and get that final answer 
from him. With the House’s indulgence in that, I would 
appreciate it. So we will now move on. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: Would any Member wish to make a 
contribution in that regard? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Mr. Speaker, I would. Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like MP Weeks. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Weeks, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Good morning to you, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning to my colleagues, and good 
morning to Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity this morn-
ing to ask this Honourable House to join me in saying 
good-bye, so long and thank you to Ms. Lynn Outer-
bridge. Most people are asking about this time, Who is 
Ms. Lynn Outerbridge? If you have gone to DeGraff’s 

restaurant or Byrdies Café, as we now know it over 
the last decade— 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Associate me, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
An Hon. Member: Associate me, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Mr. Weeks, it sounds like you are going 
to be associating the House, it sounds like. There are 
many Members who have visited that facility over the 
years. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. I will definitely associate 
the whole House, Mr. Speaker. 
 Ms. Outerbridge, as she is known by many of 
us as Auntie, Aunt Lynn, Ms. DeGraff, Byrdie or how-
ever we have gotten to know her, she is retiring today 
after 51 years, Mr. Speaker. And I would encourage 
anybody who has gotten a hamburger or a beef pie or 
a fishcake or fries from her over these last five dec-
ades to stop by today and say good-bye. Because I 
think that today is definitely her last shift, Mr. Speaker. 
You know, she has certainly served me and others 
from Central School as children right up to adulthood. 
And she is going to be missed. So I encourage every-
one to pop by today even for a minute. Even those 
who are on diets, I can’t eat no fries or fishcakes to-
day, just say Hi and Bye and Thank you to Ms. Lynn 
Outerbridge.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons-Wade, you have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Yes, good morning, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to extend my condolences to the 
family of the late Sandra Wade [Allen], as we all know, 
of the Progressive Labour Party. She was the daugh-
ter of Wilfred Mose Allen, who in 1963 founded the 
PLP, which actually helped to reshape the Bermuda 
that we know today. Like her father, Ms. Allen did not 
mince her words. She was a fearless leader, and she 
stood strong for nursing and for the elderly. She was 
also a trailblazer, being one of the first Black nurses to 
come back to Bermuda. She was also a midwife. 
 Ms. Allen held many leadership positions at 
the hospital, including through the act of nursing for 
the Extended Care Unit, also as an evening night co-
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ordinator. In Bermuda time, it is very interesting in 
1987 one of the things that she said, The Extended 
Care Unit was not a place to die. The most important 
thing is for our seniors to be with their families when 
the time comes and to stay at home. And that is the 
exact same message that we are trying to give to fam-
ilies through the Ageing Well Committee today. 
 She saw the establishment of the Extended 
Care Unit, the Alzheimer’s Unit. She also worked with 
Jackie Swan to help with the major upgrade in 1991 of 
the Extended Care Unit. She was a mentor to many, 
including me, at the Bermuda Hospitals Board. She 
was always available to give advice, to give support 
and to give encouragement. 
 She had many health issues to the end, but 
she was a fighter to the very, very end. Bermuda 
should be honoured to have such a strong and pas-
sionate nurse serving the people of today. Thank you. 
 I would also like to extend my condolenc-
es [sic] to my stepdaughter, Michelle Wade, who cel-
ebrates 30 years with Teen Services this week. 
 
The Speaker: You give congratulations to her. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Oh, yes. Congratula-
tions. Sorry. 
 
The Speaker: You said “condolences.” You mean 
congratulations. Okay. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Congratulations, right. 
 
The Speaker: No problem. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker, MP Pearman. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like to share with this Honourable 
House the sad loss of Pauline Powell, who was a 
constituent of mine. Ms. Powell worked at the National 
Trust for many, many years. And with your leave, Mr. 
Speaker, I would just like to read two comments from 
the National Trust officers about Ms. Powell. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: The first is from the technical 
officer, Ms. Karen Border, who said this: “Pauline was 
the smiling public face of the water bill for many years 
and an absolute treasure to the Trust. She will be 
greatly missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing 
her.” [UNVERIFIED QUOTE] A further comment, Mr. 
Speaker, from Amanda Outerbridge, previously the 
Executive Director of the Trust, who said this about 

Pauline: “Pauline contributed enormously to the Trust, 
and she was wonderful to work with, always profes-
sional and calm with a great sense of humour. She 
provided vital support to the entire team, notably op-
erationally with revenue collection, administration and 
fundraising events. She was particularly good with 
people, including members and volunteers. She was 
devoted to the work of the Trust and passes on to her 
family, including her husband John, who was also a 
valuable supporting volunteer for the Trust.” [UNVER-
IFIED QUOTE]  
 Mr. Speaker, when I first met Mr. and Mrs. 
Powell, I was canvassing. I remember how they both 
said to me, and I hope that this is not too light in the 
context, but they were sick of politicians and they 
would never be voting again. Mr. Speaker, I can say 
that on Election Day both of them turned up to the 
voting booth, to the polling station. I have no idea how 
they voted or whether they voted. But they arrived, 
they went in and they came out. And my heartfelt, sin-
cere condolences to Mr. Powell for this very significant 
loss. And thanks to Ms. Powell in memoriam for all of 
the work she did for the National Trust and for Bermu-
da as a whole. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like for this House to send condolences out to the 
family of Ms. Inez Caesar, who passed this week. Ms. 
Caesar will be sorely missed by her daughter, Altama; 
and sons, Lynn, Dale and Garn. 
 Also, I would like to send condolences to the 
family of Ms. Donna Jacobs. She was the daughter of 
Sylvia and George Francis. And her daughter, Chel-
sea, who is left to mourn her loss. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also would like to send out 
condolences to [the family of Charles] Leroy Riley, the 
hotel man who passed and will be funeralised tomor-
row. Mr. Riley, as you all know, was a very astute per-
son, a freedom fighter. In fact, many years ago Mr. 
Riley was fired from the hotel for trying to organise the 
workers to join the Bermuda Industrial Union. But he 
lived on and worked on. You can never leave Mr. Ri-
ley and not be sure where his allegiance lay. 
 
An Hon. Member: I would like to be associated. 
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The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: He was a stalwart of 
the Bermuda Industrial Union and a stalwart of the 
Progressive Labour Party. Mr. Riley will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him. And as I told one of his 
grandsons, Oscar, any person would be proud to call 
Mr. Riley their grandpa, and they would love to have 
had a person like him—a very astute, principled free-
dom fighter for the people of this country. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. We endorse that as well. 
 Any other Member who would like to make a 
contribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speak-
er! 
 
The Speaker: I am hearing two voices. I think it is 
Neville Tyrrell. Is that your voice? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. MP Tyrrell, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would sadly ask if the House 
could at this time send condolences to two families 
with recent passings. The first one is Althea Madre 
Lightbourne, who actually is the sister of a very good 
friend of mine, Marshall Minors. And I know her son, I 
am associated with her son, Jerome, as well. Althea 
attended the church that I attend, and we saw each 
other regularly. And she will certainly be missed by 
many persons. 
 The second family would be the family of 
Mary Simmons, of Pearman’s Hill, one of my former 
constituents, the wife of Kennedy Simmons. I ask that 
condolences be sent to the family as well. 
 I certainly, Mr. Speaker, want to be associated 
with the condolences for Mr. Riley, who was a family 
friend of ours. And I certainly associate as well. Thank 
you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Tyrrell. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Cannonier. You have your 
three minutes. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to send out condolences to a good 
friend of mine who has been involved in my political 
career since I started, Bobby Baron. His wife just 
passed away. They have been invaluable to myself as 

I began to get involved in this whole thing called poli-
tics. And it is sad to see that his wife had passed on. It 
has been a long battle for him, and to a certain degree 
he has felt a bit of relief because his wife was suffer-
ing for so long. So our condolences go out to Bobby 
Baron in reference to his lovely wife, Julie, who 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
associate myself with the comments made in regard 
to Pauline Mary Powell and Althea Madre Light-
bourne, whom I have known for many, many years. 
 And Sandra [Wade] Allen. She was a loving, 
committed person in the health community. I met her. 
She was the matron at Matilda Smith, and she took 
care of my grandmother. I would tell you she is world-
class and committed to her profession. And then we 
became close in regard to family members as a result 
of her relationship with my grandmother. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also send con-
gratulatory remarks to some young people. They are 
Mia Oleksak. She achieved perfection in regard to her 
IB [International Baccalaureate] results. She got 45 
out of 45. Elle Rouja got 42 out of 45. Hailey 
O’Donnell [INAUDIBLE]. Genevieve Lau got 40, and 
Leahnae Morton-Richardson also got 40. 
 Mr. Speaker, the cumulation of these young 
people’s achievement places them in the 0.09 percen-
tile of IB candidates around the world. These students 
who took the exam this year basically totalled 170,000 
around the world, and our Bermudian students were 
amongst the top in the world. And this is not a one-off 
achievement for Bermudian students. So I would like 
to commend these youngsters. And for our other 
Bermudians, keep up the good work. They have been 
working through tenuous circumstances. So I would 
like to send congratulatory remarks to these students, 
to their teachers and to their parents.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you 
very much. 
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 I wish to be associated with the condolences 
for Ms. Sandra Allen. Most certainly her lineage is 
known to every PLP-associated person. She was a 
fine Bermudian whom I did get to know. Certainly it is 
important that we give recognition to her and her fami-
ly on her passing. 
 I would also definitely like to be associated 
with the condolences given for Mr. Charles Leroy Ri-
ley, as offered by the Deputy Speaker. Mr. Riley was 
a hero of mine. He was somebody whom I would have 
known through not only my political life, all political 
life, but even predating my entrance into active politics 
because I saw him as somebody of great courage, 
someone of great eloquence and someone of 
knowledge. He was also an extremely kind person, 
offering his counsel to me as a young person, and I 
know he offered it to many. He was a hero of the la-
bour movement and certainly a hero of the Progres-
sive Labour Party and myself. So, my condolences to 
his family and to all of those who were a part of Mr. 
Riley’s circle, and certainly the Hamilton Parish com-
munity where he lived. Certainly, that is where I would 
go and see him. And certainly, condolences to the 
Hamilton Parish community as well for his passing. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I will take ladies first. I was not sure of 
the male’s voice, but I heard a lady’s voice that time. I 
believe it was the Minister of National Security? 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, you have your three minutes.  
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to use my time today 
to convey some really good news. An old schoolmate 
of mine who has been involved in hospitality for quite 
some time has recently been promoted to the Director 
of Food and Beverage at the Hamilton Princess Hotel. 
He is a young man by the name of Shawn Lekki. He 
was in my year at the Berkeley. And our team and our 
alumni are extremely proud of him because we know 
how hard and how long he has worked within this 
field. And to see him rise like this, and a Bermudian at 
that, we are very proud of him. So I am extending 
congratulations to Shawn Lekki on his recent promo-
tion.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Famous, you have your three 
minutes, sir. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. Good morning to the 
people of Bermuda. 
 I first want to join in with the condolences to 
the Riley family. Mr. Riley, as the Deputy Premier 
said, was a hero of mine as well. Often on the radio 
show with MP Swan, he used to call in. And he would 
say, Hey, Mr. Riley, how are you doing? He would 
say, I am normal. And then he would go on to give 
some words of wisdom in his eloquent way. 
 I also want to give condolences to the family 
of Ms. O’Brien of Loyal Hill, who is the mother of— 
 
The Speaker: You can associate yourself because 
that was done at an earlier sitting. But go ahead and 
associate yourself. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I associate myself with 
that. 
 Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I would like to give a 
shout-out. Often the people in the background get left 
behind when it comes to congratulations. I want to 
thank the people who work processing the TA [Travel 
Authorisation] forms. Because in travels recently, I 
have had to interact with them on behalf of myself and 
others and they have always done what they had to 
do to ensure that Bermudians and visitors are able to 
reach our shores safely and meet the requirements. 
 Also, to the health care workers down at the 
airport and those who work at Perot and at Bull’s 
Head and Star of India up in . . . your neck of the 
woods. 
 And lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
people of Somerset because I went up there this week 
on my last trip before the Cup comes home, and they 
said, We’ll see you in two weeks’ time. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Cup will visit for two days; I agree. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: They said— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your contribution, Mem-
ber. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a 
comment? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Yes, Minister Furbert, you have your 
three minutes. 
  
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I also would like to be associated with the 
comments and condolences for Ms. Althea Light-
bourne, commonly known as Ms. Althea Overbey. I 
have to say that because Ms. Overbey gave many 
years to Government working with the special needs 
community, particularly at the KMCC [K. Margaret 
Carter Centre] school. So I just want to send sincere 
condolences to [the family of] Mrs. Lightbourne, nee 
Overbey, her family and just to thank her for the nu-
merous years and love and dedication that she gave 
to the clients, especially the population and the clients 
of the K. Margaret Carter Centre.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burch, that sounds like you. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I am going to give it a 
try. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. You have your three 
minutes. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
be associated with the condolences to the family of 
Mr. Leroy Riley, who I think was a mentor to many of 
us, and spoke wisdom. 
 I would also like congratulations to be sent to 
a constituent of mine, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Edith Lorraine 
Douglas, who [INAUDIBLE] coming goes 100 years 
old. She has all of her faculties, and she has an opin-
ion on what is going on in the country. She is not 
afraid to share those views with her MP. I think the 
only way I got in, Mr. Speaker, when I first canvassed, 
she did what old-fashioned Bermudians do—Who are 
your parents?  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: And when I told her 
that I was the son of Ellis Burch, whom she knew, I 
was in like Flynn. So I shall be visiting on Sunday. But 
she is a sprightly 100-year-old, and I wish her the 
warmest of congratulations. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier, you have your three 
minutes.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Let me try and get my video right 
and sorted. Can you hear me? 
 
The Speaker: We hear you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first I would like to be associated 
with the condolences that have been offered today for 
Mr. Charles Leroy Riley and of course would ask the 
Honourable House to send a letter of condolence to 
his family, his children, Deborah and Charles, and to 
their children—grandchildren and extended family. 
Certainly Mr. Riley was an uncompromising warrior for 
labour and also for the Bermuda Progressive Labour 
Party. And as many Members have spoken, he could 
be heard regularly on the radio showing his support 
for the Progressive Labour Party and the policies of 
the Progressive Labour Party and labour. He was 
fearless and unwavering in his support at all times. 
Certainly the labour movement has lost a stalwart; the 
Progressive Labour Party has lost a stalwart. And that 
is something that we certainly regret. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed on a brighter note with the notes of congratulations 
which were sent by the Minister of National Security, 
the Honourable Member from constituency 1, to one 
of my constituents, Mr. Shawn Lekki, who has now 
officially been appointed as the Food and Beverage 
Manager for our largest hotel which is currently oper-
ating on Island, the Hamilton Princess and Beach 
Club. 
 Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lekki, as I said, is a constit-
uent of mine. Mr. Lekki is an example of what we are 
trying to make sure that we accomplish in tourism in 
this country. In 2017 the Progressive Labour Party 
had a mantra of putting Bermudians first, and it is per-
sonally for myself and for this Government a joy to 
see that the work of which we put in place to ensure 
that Bermudians are given their rightful place inside 
the Tourism Ministry has resulted in this move of 
Shawn being confirmed as Director of Food and Bev-
erage for the Hamilton Princess and Beach Club, Mr. 
Speaker. So, I wish to congratulate him, and certainly 
his family. It is well deserved without question. At any 
point in time if you get to meet Mr. Lekki inside of his 
element at the Hamilton Princess and Beach Club, it 
is certainly understood of the work he is doing there. 
And he also makes a pretty good Swizzle, too, which 
he shares with his MP from time to time. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Finally, Mr. Speaker, just a mat-
ter of congratulations. I do want to send out two notes 
of congratulations. Two young Bermudian footballers 
overseas are doing great things, and certainly I want-
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ed to congratulate Mr. Ne-Jai Tucker for his first pro-
fessional contract with Burnley Football Club, an 
amazing achievement. Certainly Mr. Ajani Burchall, 
who has now moved on in signing a contract with As-
ton Villa in the Premier League. Also, without ques-
tion— 
 
An Hon. Member: I wish to associate myself. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will happily associate the entire 
House, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Members!  
 
[Timer chimes] 
  
The Speaker: I hope you hear the bell. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I want to send good wishes to 
our Bermudian footballers overseas. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Would any other Member like to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Swan, you have your three 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to be associated with the condolences to the family of 
Leroy Riley [INAUDIBLE]. 
 
The Speaker: MP, I think we are having an audio is-
sue with you as well this morning. You may want to 
shift your location. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Does that help, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: That is a little clearer now, yes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I want to be associated 
with the condolences to [the family of] Mr. Leroy Riley. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I got to know him person-
ally and he [INAUDIBLE] myself. As we came to [IN-
AUDIBLE] he shared with me as our relationship grew 
closer that it was to my great-grandmother they rose 
up [INAUDIBLE] and has committed to the [INAUDI-
BLE]] and to the Progressive Labour Party [INAUDI-
BLE] and should be recognised [INAUDIBLE] many 
years to come. 
 

The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I would just 
like to send congratulations to a family member, 
Charles “Charlie” “Chuck” Swan, who today newly 
became Mister and Missus, a full member of that fami-
ly. He got married today, and congratulations to 
Chuck. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 And just for the clarity on that, you are con-
gratulating a former Member on his marriage today. 
Your audio got a little disturbed at that point. 
 Would any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 No others? No other Member. 
 Thank you, Members, for your contributions 
this morning on Congratulatory and/or Obituary 
Speeches. We will now move on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

 ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE  

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are two Bills to be introduced 
this morning. The first is in the name of the Minister of 
Finance. 
 Minister, would you like to introduce your Bill 
at this time? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 14 be suspended— 
 
The Speaker: No, no. You can go ahead with the Bill. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, sir. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

INCORPORATED SEGREGATED ACCOUNTS 
COMPANIES AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
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Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing the following Bill for its first reading so that it 
may be placed on the Order Paper for the next day of 
meeting: the Incorporated Segregated Accounts 
Companies Amendment Act 2021. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The second Bill this morning to be introduced 
is in the name of the Minister of Labour. 
 Minister, would you like to move your Bill, in-
troduce your Bill? 
 

FIRST READING 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE EXTENSION AND 
VALIDATION ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker, I am introducing 
the following Bill for its first reading so that it may be 
placed on the Order Paper for the next day of meet-
ing: the Financial Assistance Extension and Validation 
Act 2021. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no Opposition Bills. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: [There are] no Private Members’ Bills. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: That now, Members, leads us to the 
Orders of today. And the first Order today is the sec-
ond reading of the Development and Planning 
Amendment Act 2021, in the name of the Minister of 
Home Affairs. 
 Minister, would you like to present your Bill? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you 
very much. 
 I wish to move the Bill entitled the Develop-
ment and Planning Amendment Act 2021 be now read 
a second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021  

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wish to introduce for the sec-
ond reading the Bill entitled the Development and 
Planning Amendment Act 2021. The purpose of this 
Bill is to 

1) give the Minister the power during a national 
emergency to implement procedures to allow 
the Director of Planning to expedite the plan-
ning application assessment and permission 
process; 

2) provide for public consultation of an environ-
mental impact assessment for a preferred de-
velopment prior to the making of a special de-
velopment order; 

3) provide for development orders to be made by 
the negative resolution procedure rather than 
the affirmative resolution procedure; 

4) provide for the designation of privately owned 
land as a protected conservation area with an 
agreement with the owner of the land and to 
include a list of the protected conservation ar-
eas; and 

5) provide for the publication of procedures for 
emergency development orders and devel-
opment orders. 

 Mr. Speaker, I must reiterate the Govern-
ment’s commitment to introduce sustainable planning 
legislation which will go further in protecting our deli-
cate environment while streamlining measures to 
stimulate our economy, particularly our construction 
industry, and encouraging new investments. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment being debated 
today focuses on three key areas, which I will discuss 
in the order that they are addressed in the Bill: 

1. Emergency Development Orders 
2. Special Development Orders 
3. Protected conservation areas 

 Mr. Speaker, the amendment to the Develop-
ment and Planning Act 1974 provides for the Minister 
to activate on declaration of a national emergency 
procedures to allow the director to expedite the pro-
cessing of a planning application and approve the ap-
plication to address a crisis, provided that any such 
decision, while fast-tracked, must not contravene any 
legislative or policy directives such as building codes. 
 Mr. Speaker, the decision to grant such an 
Order will only follow the declaration of a national 
emergency. As the amendment makes clear, a na-
tional emergency is defined by the following: a nation-
al disaster such as a hurricane, flood, earthquake or 
similar natural disaster; a public health emergency 
declared by the Minister responsible for Health under 
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the Public Health Act 1949; a proclamation of emer-
gency made by the Governor under Schedule 2 to the 
Bermuda Constitution Order 1968, Chapter 1, para-
graph 14. 
 Mr. Speaker, following the declaration of an 
emergency, an Order shall be made based on any 
such representation made to the Minister and follow-
ing consultation with the director. The granting of an 
Order will be subject to the negative resolution proce-
dure and be advertised in the official Gazette. Mr. 
Speaker, it bears repeating that it is not the Minister 
who grants the approval for emergency development. 
Let me repeat that, Mr. Speaker: It is not the Minister 
who grants approvals for emergency developments. 
To be abundantly clear, when the Minister issues the 
Emergency Development Order, it simply commences 
the process for the director to follow established and 
publicly accessible procedures to assess and make 
determination on developments to address a national 
emergency. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that the 
same due process afforded to all of the planning ap-
plications is still applied in these cases. In fact, the 
director or DAB [Development Applications Board] is 
certainly afforded the option to refuse such an applica-
tion if deemed appropriate to do so. 
 Mr. Speaker, it must be reiterated that the 
primary basis for supporting this aspect of the 
amendment is strictly to streamline the process where  
it has been deemed prudent to do so. Simply put, it 
allows the review and decision-making processes to 
be expedited for those rare emergency situations that 
the Island may face in the future. And as we enter the 
hurricane season, Mr. Speaker, I think certain things 
would be appropriate for us to prepare for. 
 The procedures to be crafted will ensure the 
review process is not compromised and will demon-
strate compliance with all regulatory requirements. 
 Mr. Speaker, I now wish to discuss the impe-
tus for the amendment regarding the granting of a 
Special Development Order (SDO). Through a stake-
holder engagement with the development industry, 
concerns have been continuously expressed over the 
length of time taken to issue or amend Special Devel-
opment Orders. Therefore, this amendment seeks to 
revise and mostly improve the current process to sup-
port greater efficiency while at the same time introduc-
ing internationally recognised standards. 
 Mr. Speaker, with the current legislation when 
SDOs are introduced or amended, the Minister must 
wait until the House sits to table an SDO. This re-
quirement, based on the scheduling of the sittings of 
Parliament (i.e., the Legislature) has the probability to 
cause significant delay, which typically equates to 
economic ramifications that can undermine the viabil-
ity of a development. Mr. Speaker, in today’s competi-
tive world, Bermuda cannot afford to do business inef-
ficiently and run the risk of losing the interest of new 
investment. The one thing the COVID-19 pandemic 

has reminded us of is that we are not immune to the 
consequences of international impacts. Long delays 
should not undermine the potential of new opportuni-
ties. It is essential that the Bermuda planning frame-
work be [INAUDIBLE]. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is imperative to point out that 
currently no procedures exist to guide the process of 
either issuing or amending an SDO. In previous years 
the Department of Planning has received queries on 
how to commence the process. Additionally, it has 
been the lack of procedures that has contributed to 
the perceived negative reputation of SDOs. The lack 
of official procedures is one key shortcoming that this 
amendment will address. 
 Mr. Speaker, currently the SDO process only 
allows for debate and approval by the Legislature. An 
SDO does not involve the review of the general public. 
The new amendment will allow for a more inclusive 
process that requires 21 days of public consultation, 
which provides more value and input than any pro-
cess that would have ordinarily occurred presently or 
in the past, Mr. Speaker. Whilst a cursory review of 
the amendment might suggest that the decision-
making has been relegated to the hands of only a few, 
the amendment will ensure that the public is engaged, 
consulted and considered in the approval of any SDO. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment introduces three 
key elements: 

1. An SDO proposal is advertised online for a 
21-day public consultation review period. 

2. An environmental impact assessment is man-
dated.  

3. The procedures are to be drafted to set out 
various required steps involved in the pro-
cess. 

 So, Mr. Speaker, not only is the requirement 
for public consultation for 21 days, [but also] environ-
mental impact assessment will be mandated in legis-
lation. That does not exist now. Mr. Speaker, these 
three new components collectively allow for far more 
transparency, scrutiny and testing to be afforded to a 
proposal which reflects global best practice, which is 
currently not mandated here in Bermuda, not mandat-
ed in the current legislation and was not mandated in 
the past. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to confirm that the 
required procedures are in the process of being draft-
ed for consideration, which will ultimately be available 
for public consumption upon approval via the negative 
resolution process. I would like to share some infor-
mation on what the process will detail. Mr. Speaker, 
first and foremost, the procedures will detail the over-
all process from start to finish, from applying for an 
SDO until the point at which it is granted. Comprehen-
sive details will be included on the requirement of in-
formation that must be submitted as part of the appli-
cation. Such information would include, first and fore-
most, the necessary studies and justification provided 
in the form of an environmental impact statement pre-



Official Hansard Report 16 July 2021 1741 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

pared following international guidelines. This would be 
accompanied by full details of the development 
scheme. 
 Mr. Speaker, following the receipt of the sub-
mission, the application would be advertised, allowing 
for the 21-day public consultation period. Procedures 
would then detail the review process of the proposed 
scheme, and accompanying supporting information in 
addition to all representations made by the public. 
 Finally, following review by technical staff, 
procedures would detail how a recommendation will 
be made to support or not support approval. Let me 
just repeat that sentence, Mr. Speaker, for those who 
are listening: Following review by technical staff, pro-
cedures would detail how a recommendation will be 
made to support or not support approval. It is critical 
to note that all such details will be publicly accessible. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am certain you will agree that 
in the drafting of these amendments, we have not sac-
rificed the due diligence process to ensure that devel-
opment proposals are appropriately assessed in terms 
of social, environmental and economic impact. In-
stead, we have enhanced transparency and account-
ability by increasing the public engagement with the 
process, which does not exist now and did not exist 
before, Mr. Speaker. In fact, we are ensuring that our 
amendment and procedures meet the requirements of 
the UN Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assess-
ment to the Convention on Environment Impact As-
sessment in a Transboundary Context, which defines 
within its objectives, Mr. Speaker, the following: 
“(b) Contributing to the consideration of environmen-
tal, including health, concerns in the preparation of 
policies and legislation; (c) Establishing clear, trans-
parent and effective procedures for strategic environ-
mental assessment; (d) Providing for public participa-
tion in strategic environmental assessment . . . .” 
 For the information of the Honourable Mem-
bers of this House and the general public, this docu-
ment forms part of the UK document entitled “A Green 
Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment” 
and can be found under Annex 3, Mr. Speaker, of the 
UK’s International Agreements to Protect or Improve 
the Environment. So we are guided by international 
best practice, Mr. Speaker, as I have repeatedly stat-
ed in my brief so far. 
 Mr. Speaker, I now turn your attention to the 
introduction of the concept of protected conservation 
areas. The aim of this amendment is to offer height-
ened protection with respect to a special protected 
class upon which it is believed development should 
not be considered. A list of areas falling within the pro-
tected class shall be referenced in the amended Act. 
Such areas which are subject to landowner agree-
ment may include, Mr. Speaker, areas of high ecolog-
ical value such as nature reserves, actively cultivated 
arable land, significantly sized swaths of wooded land, 
and areas supporting valuable historical and cultural 
access. 

 Mr. Speaker, it is key to understand that a 
development plan is policy that is created via the De-
velopment and Planning Act 1974. This amendment 
would ensure that these areas, once protected, are 
enshrined in law and can only be removed by the Leg-
islature via the affirmative resolution procedure. 
Therefore, despite the cyclical changes of develop-
ment plans, these protected areas will be just that—
protected. Mr. Speaker, I wish to inform the Honoura-
ble House and members of the public that landowners 
have already expressed interest and commitment to 
have their land added to this list. These landowners 
recognise the added value of having such areas 
[listed] affords greater levels of protection. 
 Mr. Speaker, I must also point out that the 
provision of enabling areas of particular value to be 
protected can be utilised as an additional planning 
tool. In the future, negotiations of development pro-
jects, as in other jurisdictions, planners employ nego-
tiation techniques to secure positive planning benefits 
in exchange for supporting development proposals. In 
effect, through this amendment, we can secure at a 
more substantive level environmental benefits for the 
country at large. 
 Mr. Speaker, now that I have explained the 
legislation, I would like to respond to comments that 
we have seen appear in the media in recent days. Mr. 
Speaker, some have asked why the amendment to 
protect certain conservation land areas is important. 
They claim that there is adequate protection in zoning 
of the land under the development planning process. 
While it is true that a development plan involves es-
tablished zones for land, these zones are vulnerable 
to change either by the recurring development plan 
review process, commonly referred to as zoning ob-
jection process, or via approval for development 
granted on appeal to the Minister. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has been alleged that the in-
troduction of conservation areas weakens the level of 
protection afforded via the existing system provided 
for by the Bermuda Plan 2018. Additionally, it is 
claimed that by the introduction of protected conserva-
tion areas, it infers that the areas already zoned for 
conservation— 
 
The Speaker: Minister. Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, if you do not mind, it is now 
12:30. And if you would like to have us pause and we 
can come back after lunch? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: But, Mr. Speaker, if you can I 
am not that far from finishing. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: If I can finish my opening 
statement, because sort of to not finish would be dis-
jointed. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: The reason I interrupted you was to 
find out how further along you are. How much more 
do you have? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I have not much more left, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. With the indulgence, we are go-
ing to allow you to finish, and then we will break. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you to the House for obliging. Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, additionally (and I will continue) 
this claim that, by the introduction of the protected 
areas, it infers that the areas already zoned for con-
servation are somehow more available for develop-
ment than originally intended. This is untrue, and I 
would cite as an example the Bermuda National Parks 
Act 1986, which protects those nature reserves and 
parks that are public lands. This amendment offers 
the same protection to privately owned land. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are those who have gone 
to the media to, frankly, accuse me of having nefari-
ous reasons for overturning decisions of the Devel-
opment Applications Board (the DAB). Mr. Speaker, I 
find these accusations absurd. However, I would be 
remiss to not address them. Please note that at my 
assistance, 99 per cent of appeals to the Minister are 
reviewed first by the independent inspector, [who is] 
hired outside of Bermuda and is eminently qualified 
and has no conflict of interest. In addition, the DAB 
must refuse applications, for example, when applica-
tions are not zoned for the purposes outlined in the 
application or when someone is making a retroactive 
application. This must come to the Minister on appeal 
even if the DAB and/or technical officers are support-
ive of the application. 
 In addition, third parties are allowed to appeal 
an application even when approved by the DAB. 
Third-party appeals often made by environmental 
groups are considered by the Minister. And there are 
instances when those appeals are upheld. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I will address concerns 
related to SDOs. It has been alleged that this Bill will 
result in (quote) “secret deals” being made without 
public input. I can state categorically that this asser-
tion is untrue, totally untrue. Our procedures will re-
flect the notification to the public but will also include 
the procedures for responding to valid objections and 
amending the SDO as necessary. However, I must 
remind Honourable Members and the public that de-

bating these Bills in the House does not necessarily 
allow the public input or highlight the deficiencies in 
the Order. 
 By way of example, I would like to highlight 
two issues that occurred or that commenced in a for-
mer Administration, which did not provide the oppor-
tunity for any public input. Firstly, the St. George’s 
Resort Act 2018 gave an in-principle planning permis-
sion for a hotel and residential development, et cetera, 
with no public involvement, consultation or advice, or 
advice from technical officers within the Department of 
Planning. This Act resulted in an outcry from the resi-
dents in St. George’s complaining about the use of the 
beach. More importantly, the development also gar-
nered attention from a local historic entity. Even more 
worrying, Mr. Speaker, as a result of the approved 
development, UNESCO has since threatened to place 
the World Heritage status of Fort St. George’s in dan-
ger of being removed. 
 As another example, Mr. Speaker, there was 
also the approval on appeal for a roadway through 
actively cultivated land for the Morgan’s Point devel-
opment, which was issued without public input or sup-
port of the department’s technical officers. 
 Mr. Speaker, in summary, the proposed 
amendment to this Act forms a key element of the 
streamlining measures initiated, originally announced 
in May 2019, to bring greater efficiency to the Plan-
ning Department’s processes and service delivery to 
the public and ultimately to provide a conducive regu-
latory framework to support new investment while pro-
tecting our environmental assets. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the 
Director of Planning and the Department of Planning 
under the leadership of Ms. Victoria Pereira, and her 
team for the work on this matter. And also, in the AG’s 
Chambers, Ms. Amani Lawrence, Parliamentary 
Counsel, who drafted the legislation.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Minister? Is the Premier there? Would either 
one of you like to move us to lunch? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I move that this 
Honourable House do now adjourn for lunch, to return 
back at 2:00 pm, 2:00 or 2:05, whichever one is best. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, 2:00 pm will be fine. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Two o’clock. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 No objections. The House stands adjourned 
to 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:36 pm 
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Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Members, it is now 2:00 pm. We will 
resume the House after [having had our] lunch. 
 When we ended the Minister of Home Affairs 
had presented his presentation on the first item on 
today’s Order, which is the Development and Planning 
[Amendment] Act 2021. He concluded his presenta-
tion before we went for lunch and now I will open the 
floor for any other Member who wishes to make a 
contribution at this time. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, MP Rich-
ardson. 
 
The Speaker: MP, you have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And I would like to start by thanking the Honourable 
Minister for bringing this legislation to the House of 
Assembly, as well as his leadership team for the work 
that they have done on it. I am not aware of . . . I was 
not aware of the name of the person in the Attorney 
General’s Chambers who worked on it, but I would 
like to extend my thanks to her as well. 
 The Minister, Mr. Speaker, had actually of-
fered to brief me on this legislation and I wanted to 
thank him for that opportunity as well. 
 My comments, Mr. Speaker, will focus primari-
ly on a concern that is raised within the legislation that 
the Minister was at pains to speak to, but I, nonethe-
less, will raise them and hope to . . . or rather, I urge 
him to change direction on this piece of legislation, 
which contains quite a lot of good ideas. It contains a 
lot of proposals that will clarify and ensure the process 
on a going forward basis. It is fair. It introduces things, 
as he raised. It introduces things that simply were not 
present before. And for that he should be commend-
ed. But I do think that it contains one key and crucial 
flaw, which would otherwise pull down a very well-
thought-out piece of legislation. 
 To that end, Mr. Speaker, I must first speak or 
at least inform the membership in the public to what 
we are actually talking about in this legislation. Be-
cause a special development order, Mr. Speaker, is a 
very dry topic until it is not. Up until there is actually a 
special development order winding its way through the 
processes in Bermuda, this is a piece of bureaucratic 

procedure that has little to no impact to people on a 
day-to-day basis. And to that end, I found the topic 
quite dry until I had to research it. And then I got to 
see what has happened in our past as it relates to 
these special development orders and how they have 
been used. 
 The point of the special development order 
really does start in the Bermuda Plan. And the Hon-
ourable Minister brought the Bermuda Plan to the 
House of Assembly in May 2021. And in that docu-
ment, it outlines quite a few salient points to this de-
bate. The Ministerial Statement of 21 May [2021] . . . 
and with your permission, Mr. Speaker, I will be refer-
ring to notes so occasionally you will see me glancing 
off to the side. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you can refer to them, yes. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The five key goals of the Bermuda Plan are to 
conserve open space and protect the Island’s natural 
and built heritage. The second of the five goals is to 
provide sufficient development potential to meet the 
community’s needs. The third key goal is to facilitate 
community improvements in neighbourhoods to create 
better, healthier and safer places to live and visit. Four 
is to encourage more efficient and sustainable use 
and development of land and buildings. And number 
five key goal of the Bermuda Plan is to ensure a high 
quality of design and accessibility of all new develop-
ments. 
 Now, this Bermuda Plan, Mr. Speaker, is a 
binding document. In other words, Bermuda must be 
developed in accordance with this Plan. And this Plan, 
although in legislation may be done every five years, 
in practice, due to costs and resources, my under-
standing is that it is done every 10 to 15 years. So, 
this is our very considered, exhaustive Plan, to wit, I 
point out, the Bermuda Plan itself, or rather the Sum-
mary Report, was some 200 pages. And the tribunal 
reports, which is how they contest how objectors and 
counter-objectors can bring their thoughts on the 
Bermuda Plan to the attention of the Tribunal and the 
Minister’s [Plan], is some 700 pages, Mr. Speaker.  

That Plan went through three and a half 
months of public consultation, with 457 objections and 
counter-objections, including a tribunal of three paid 
persons, professionals, including three alternates. And 
it was a lengthy, costly and thorough exercise. And it 
is intended to bind us and guide us in the develop-
ment of Bermuda and the deployment of our re-
sources to ensure those five goals that the Minister 
spoke to on 21 May. 
 Now, a key piece in understanding what a 
special development order is, to be blunt, it is an ex-
emption from the Bermuda Plan. Despite all of that 
work, the special development order is that there is a 
national interest, and through some sort of delibera-
tion the Minister has concluded that the parts of the 
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Bermuda Plan that would otherwise bind and prevent 
this development are to be overridden, for all intents 
and purposes, with the special development order. 
 Now, this comes with a lot of controversy, Mr. 
Speaker, just the topic in and of itself. An informative 
document that I read was given to the House of As-
sembly in 12012, which is the 96-page special report 
entitled “[Today’s Choices Tomorrow’s Costs] The 
Ombudsman for Bermuda’s Systemic Investigation 
into the Process and Scope of Analysis for Special 
Development Orders.” 
 In it, the Ombudsman points out how the use 
of SDOs has evolved over time from national projects 
to national priorities. She points out that the proposed 
(for example) Southlands SDO and the Tucker’s Point 
SDO—it has a great phrase here, Mr. Speaker, I 
thought. She said is “heavy with emotion and light on 
evidence.”  

And this goes towards the Minister’s point 
about there being a lack of a formal process in previ-
ous years. So, where there is no process, there is an 
overwhelming amount of personal interpretation of the 
events. And we have courted controversy through the 
use of SDOs, even though they are there for our na-
tional interests, they come along and they have been 
unguided. And to that end, again, I commend the Min-
ister for trying to put some parameters on it. And they 
actually did this, though, Mr. Speaker. But let me 
speak to— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, we will take your point of order, 
Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
ensure that the Honourable Member does not mislead 
the House or the public to paint SDOs in a light that is 
not consistent with actual practice and reality. Special 
development orders are creatures of the Act, just as 
the Bermuda Development Plan is a creature of the 
legislation. It is a part of the lawful legislation of the 
land. Special development orders are not an aberra-
tion to allow people to go outside the law. And the 
Member implied that in what he said. And that needs 
to be clear, that special development orders are a 
creature of the same legislation as the Bermuda De-
velopment Plan. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Member, just be mindful of the Minister’s in-
tervention. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 I disagree, I certainly do not, I would never . . . 
yes, but I can . . . yes. I can 100 per cent agree that it 
is contained within the same piece of legislation, and it 
is a legislative instrument. It is a utility. But that, in and 
of itself, does not mean that it did not have controver-
sy in its use. And that is my point here. We are talking 
about the controversy surrounding the use of special 
development orders. 
 And it is susceptible to the perception of back-
dealing, especially, Mr. Speaker. The reason is— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is 
giving implications here that suggest that the special 
development order is a tool of something not . . . not 
. . . not proper to the law. And that is a false implica-
tion and it suggests that special development orders 
are used in nefarious ways. I challenge the Honoura-
ble Member to name a specific case where a special 
development order did something that was found to 
be contrary or ethically incorrect. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the law in 
and of itself does not bind us, is not sacrosanct in that 
everything that takes place within it is— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: —exactly ethical and moral. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member, I 
know, is new, but he certainly must realise he is mis-
leading the Honourable House of Assembly by saying 
that the laws which this House passes do not bind us. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I wanted to finish that point, 
which might help the Honourable Premier. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Many laws have been in ef-
fect . . . and we are not saying that about this one, but 
for some time slavery was legal and we can all agree 
that that was not ethical. 

So, I am trying to get to the point here, Mr. 
Speaker, that there is some controversy around spe-
cial development orders. And the point I am making 
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here is that there is a perception of backroom dealing. 
It is susceptible to the perception of backroom deal-
ing. I am certainly not specifying that Mr. So-and-so or 
Mrs. So-and-so on a certain date did a certain thing 
that was illegal. That is not what I am saying, although 
I am sure this topic will come up later on. 

To that end, Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons 
why special development orders can raise these per-
ceptions is because of the vast amounts of money 
that are concerned in them—millions of dollars in in-
vestments, in the purchase and sale of property, in 
loans and fees. Also, given the absence of procedure 
in the past, multiple stakeholders in this process are 
involved at any point. And you can not only think of 
the on Island advisers, but undoubtedly, you can think 
of all of the investors, the attorneys, the chartered 
surveyors, the persons who conduct the economic 
impact assessments, so there are a lot of people in-
volved. There is a lot of money involved. 

And projects are, given the volume, given the 
public perception, given how much attention they get, 
they are . . . they are also quite political when they 
come up in topic, both in public debate and in this 
House of Assembly, this Honourable House, Mr. 
Speaker. 

They are used to facilitate the performance of 
national goals, such as increasing jobs. So, again, just 
a lot of weight. And these projects have a great deal 
of prestige associated with them, Mr. Speaker. I think 
there are none of us in Bermuda who are not familiar 
with the sight of a Government Minister shovelling dirt 
in front of something or the other or pouring rum on 
the top of a building. 

So, what we are talking about here is that 
there is a lot of importance associated with them, 
there is a lot of money, and . . .. . . and to that end, 
they are, in fact, a mechanism to enable . . . a legal 
mechanism, following on from the Minister’s earlier 
point of order. They are, in fact, a legal mechanism by 
which to bring about something which was contrary to 
the Bermuda Plan as it stood at that time. So, big 
gambles, big returns with a lot to lose. 

And the Honourable Minister in 2011 actually 
put some work into this space, adding transparency 
by way of making the special development order a 
statutory instrument and, thus, subject to public scru-
tiny; adding an affirmative resolution procedure; and 
enabling the legislature (and by the way, I am using 
his words) 2“enabling the legislature to fully consider 
and debate all the permissions and conditions to be 
attached to a Special Development Order.” 

Now, this enabled all kinds of transparency for 
Parliament, the Legislature, and others. This was . . . 
so of use that the Ombudsman in her 2012 report, 
which was called “Today’s Choices Tomorrow’s 
Costs,” reported to the House . . . said that she “ap-
plauds the 2011 amendment to the Development and 
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Planning Act 1974 that requires SDOs to be approved 
by the Legislature . . .” So, it was a gap that was re-
mediated, and [it] now stands that our scrutiny, the 
parliamentary scrutiny, is how we attend to risks that 
manifest themselves by virtue of the special develop-
ment order and what it can do. 

Now, in this amendment, what we are looking 
at is (reading from the top of the amendment Bill) “to 
provide for development orders to be made by the 
negative resolution procedure rather than the affirma-
tive resolution procedure.” And simply put, affirmative 
procedure means that both Houses have to . . . or sor-
ry, it means that we have to positively approve before 
the special development order comes into law. And 
that is our parliamentary scrutiny that we talk about all 
the time. The negative resolution procedure means 
that the Minister will sign and it comes into law and 
then it comes to the House. 

Now, the Honourable Minister spoke to the 
reason for this change on 2 July [2021] in his Ministe-
rial Statement wherein he said, Mr. Speaker, “this 
amendment seeks to revise the current process to 
support greater efficiency while maintaining rigorous 
standards,” and he, the Minister, added that one of the 
reasons for this is that greater efficiency and that “the 
Minister must wait until the House sits to table an 
SDO.” So, the singular premise is to support greater 
efficiency. 

Now, we are balancing that greater efficiency 
with the weight of parliamentary scrutiny. And so, 
what is being proposed here is that we would with-
draw parliamentary scrutiny to enable greater efficien-
cy. Now, it is not that simple. The Act does include— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House when he says “withdraw the par-
liamentary scrutiny.” The Honourable Member does 
know that under the Statutory Instruments Act all stat-
utory instruments which are made by a Minister are 
subject to parliamentary scrutiny, and any House of 
the Legislature by majority vote can cause those mat-
ters to be revoked. So, parliamentary scrutiny does 
apply. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Continue, Member. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, when we are talking about the positive 
affirmation procedure, we are obviously talking about 
there being a vote taking place before anything hap-
pens—not after. 
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 The Minister had said that we are going to 
maintain rigorous standards. And I believe what he is 
speaking to there is that the legislation provides for 
the development of very specific, clear, and public 
procedures, which would include a 21-day consulta-
tion when all of the documents relating to this SDO 
would be available for public review. And so, the 
proposition is as I pointed out before. 
 Now, in principle, Mr. Speaker, I want to talk 
about this in principle and in practice. Because in 
principle this is . . . this procedure is a good idea. The 
Ombudsman noted in her 2012 report that there was 
no proper process for gathering information, “the data 
available to inform analysis and decision-making was 
inadequate.”  

It further goes on to say that “The failure of a 
proper public consultation process resulted in ad hoc, 
adversarial airing of public concerns.” So, no reason-
able person could object to adding clarity and regulari-
ty to this process. 
 But the challenge that we face here, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the procedures are not ready and 
they are not being brought to this House along with 
this amendment. I note that the procedures, by the 
way, are subject to negative resolution. So, much like 
an SDO, they will arrive in the House before positive 
affirmation. The Honourable Minister actually spoke to 
this by saying our procedures will, implying that there 
is a future to take place and there is going to be some 
development of these procedures that are not here 
today. 
 One of the questions that I have for the Minis-
ter is, for example, even though there will be proce-
dures, will those be subject to an appeal? Will that 
appeal go to the Minister, which would effectively rein-
troduce a kind of exclusive or absolute control over 
the SDOs? 
 Now, there is some . . . I wanted to bring up 
the point that the Minister had made—the singular 
premise—that this is about efficiency. Because, inso-
far as I have read, been made aware, and spoken to 
folks, the House can be and has been called back in 
the past to attend to SDOs. In fact, there was a com-
ment in the Ombudsman’s report about how the SDO 
debate for Tucker’s Point—although I cannot speak to 
which specific debate—was scheduled during the 
Budget Debate. And, as we are all well aware, the 
Budget Debate is not exactly an easy time for any of 
us. It takes quite a lot of research. And so, for some-
thing to be brought up during that time, we are kind of 
in the middle of something else. So, clearly, that . . . 
we can bring the House back and SDOs can be dealt 
with. 
 But most are mindful that quicker is not al-
ways better, Mr. Speaker. I do not think any carpenter 
would tell you that you just throw up the cabinets. 
Measure twice and cut once. And, given the weight of 
what we are contending with, given the value of what 
we are contending with, it strikes me that projects of 

these types, of this scale of national interest, should 
be subject to . . . should not be expedited in such a 
manner. They should be moving a lot slower than any 
other project. For example, in this case, we are . . . 
these are not things that we can undo. So, I do just 
appreciate that maybe this is a time that we slow 
things down a little bit instead of speed them up. 
 But with that said, the singular premise is the 
greater efficiencies. And with that being said, I want to 
bring this to a summation, Mr. Speaker. If reducing the 
role of the House—which is what we are considering 
right now—is premised on greater efficiencies—and I 
do not necessarily agree with that, but I take the point 
that this is what we are entertaining—I do not see how 
the House can concur without seeing the procedures 
which will ensure the transparency, clarity and the 
rigidity of the process that was introduced when the 
Honourable Minister in 2011 brought in the affirmative 
resolution procedure for SDOs.  

We are opening a gap in our good govern-
ance. And that gap can be plugged with these proce-
dures. I would hope that we would have a chance to 
scrutinise those procedures so that we know what we 
are swapping out for another thing.  
 This legislation without those procedures will 
diminish and weaken the people’s ability to hold pow-
er to account. And the MPs who permit this, we have 
to be very careful here. When I go back to my constit-
uents and they ask me, Why did you alter that pro-
cess? Why did you remove the affirmative resolution 
procedure? Why have you enabled this change? We 
are going to say ‘because it made it faster and better.’  

This strikes me as . . . we are risking the rein-
troduction of all of the things that we associate with 
bygone political errors, all of the things that we speak 
about to one another, that we concern ourselves with, 
that . . . and certainly during any kind of major political 
event, like an election, we throw around quite casual-
ly. We seem to be risking that reintroduction.  

So, we almost go from national projects to na-
tional priorities to national vanities. And I think that if 
we had the procedures in place, if we knew what the 
controls would be, then this amendment would be 
more palatable. And I think the individual MPs who 
permit this would be doing more than rubber stamp-
ing. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Education, it looks like you 
are trying to get my attention. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, that is me, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you very much. 
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The Speaker: Okay.  
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: And welcome to col-
leagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, from the discussions 
that we have heard coming from the Opposition and 
others in the community, you would think that this Bill 
is only about SDOs. It is actually about a few other 
really critical things. And the speaker who just took his 
seat did not indicate whether they support or they un-
derstand or even that they comprehend what else is 
happening with this particular Bill. 
 Mr. Speaker, the potential of introducing the 
Emergency Order portion is something that is sorely 
needed. I, for myself, have wondered why for years 
we did not have the ability to enact, to expedite plan-
ning permission for when there are disasters that 
happen to Bermuda. I mean, we are going through a 
pandemic right now, but we have a hurricane season 
every year that, you know, when we are unlucky, 
causes devastation. Why not have something in place 
that allows for expedited planning approval to help 
people in those particular circumstances? Why is that 
not being spoken to, Mr. Speaker? 
 When we talk about the protection of conser-
vation areas, this is critically important as well. You 
have people screaming about, Bermuda needs to 
save our open space. Bermuda needs to save this 
and save that, especially when it comes to our envi-
ronment. That is part of this Bill as well. But, again, we 
do not seem to hear that coming from the other side 
or their supporters. They just keep talking about the 
SDOs. But we will get to the SDOs later, because 
when we talk about the protection of conservation ar-
eas, we are actually introducing something that en-
hances the SDO process.  

And I would actually like to speak to that as 
well. Ironically, we are here discussing this and, as I 
said, the conversation is being laser-focused on 
SDOs, but this particular part—the protected conser-
vation area—will actually enhance the previous SDO, 
the last one, at Riddell’s Bay, one that was approved 
by this House, but was unable to [do] things like pro-
tect the conservation area. So, with the approval of 
the owners of that property, we can create even more 
conservation areas in that particular property, some-
thing that could not be done under the former way the 
SDO [was done]. 
 So, when everyone says, Well, why are we 
changing policy? What is the big deal? Mr. Speaker, it 
has been 10 years since that last policy had been put 
in place. Surely things have changed since then. 
Surely, we are in a different space than what we were 
back then. So, what was applicable then is not neces-
sarily applicable now. And that is what I want to hear 
the other side articulate. Why shouldn’t we move to-
wards a regime that provides more flexibility, that pro-

vides the opportunity to create economic development 
within our country at a faster pace?  
 But you know, Mr. Speaker, I remember when 
we were doing Plan 2022—the Strategic Plan for Ed-
ucation. And I was talking to Dr. Newell, who was the 
person helping us with that. He told me something 
that will live in my mind . . . that has always lived in my 
mind. And he said, People aren’t afraid of change; 
they’re afraid of not being in control anymore. And that 
is where we really are right now. People are afraid of 
not being in control.  

Making decisions such as this and moving the 
Island forward requires firm leadership, requires us to 
do the things that need to be done despite, some-
times, the opposition that may come. There are times 
when we have to do the types of things that we are 
doing, despite the opposition, because we know it is 
the right thing to do. But we understand what the Op-
position’s playbook is. They are desperate; they want 
to play to public fears. They want to create a populari-
ty contest by pandering for votes. That is really what 
[they] are doing. That is really all that they are doing 
right now. Often, as a country, we are being accused 
of not staying up to scratch. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Do not worry, Member, I was just about 
to have a conversation with the Minister. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman I would be grateful. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, be mindful that every Member 
has a right to express themselves here. They come 
the same way that we all got here, to voice opinions of 
those that do not have a voice up here. We may not 
all agree . . . we may not always agree, but they have 
the right to express themselves. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I will be guided by you, Mr. 
Speaker, and thank you for that. 
 But Mr. Speaker, we cannot be afraid to make 
changes. We have to move forward. You know, it ac-
tually struck me as really odd . . . really, really humor-
ous, when I was thinking about this, right? And the 
complaints about why are we making this change? 
And the disrespectful comments about my ministerial 
colleague, Minister Roban, about, Well, he said that 
10 years ago, why is he changing his mind now? 

What short memories we have, Mr. Speaker. I 
remember an upstart political party campaigning in 
2012 that they would not scrap term limits. They sur-
prisingly won the election and within a month term 
limits were gone. They changed their mind, and, Mr. 
Speaker, they said this is what leadership is.  
 Mr. Speaker, we have that same party that 
campaigned on having a referendum about gambling. 
They changed their mind and did not have a referen-
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dum; they went ahead with it and said this is what 
leadership is. But Mr. Speaker, this is what leadership 
is, moving forward.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, as the Honourable Premier 
pointed out to the Member who sat down before me, 
this does not remove parliamentary scrutiny. A nega-
tive resolution has to be tabled in the House. And any 
Member who wishes to pick it up for debate, can pick 
it up for debate. Perhaps the One Bermuda Alliance 
remembers their woeful, their absolutely dreadful rec-
ord of not tabling negative resolutions—for years, in 
some cases—and they are thinking that this party will 
run from parliamentary scrutiny like they did. That is 
not the case, Mr. Speaker. This will be submitted as 
per the rules, and it will be subject to parliamentary 
scrutiny, if a Member wants to take it up to debate. It 
is a simple process. 
 What we are doing is enhancing the SDO 
process, which the speaker before me did agree to. It 
is being enhanced. There are things being put in place 
to ensure that there is public scrutiny, to ensure that 
there are proper processes when it comes to envi-
ronmental impact studies, when it comes to the eco-
nomic impact studies, when it comes to the social 
studies. All of that will be in place now, something that 
did not exist before. 
 So, when we talk about what has changed, 
Mr. Speaker. [This is what] has changed. A framework 
will now be introduced that governs how SDOs are 
scrutinised. But there is more than that, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, the SDO will be scrutinised by 
technical officers at the Department of Planning, it will 
be subject to environmental impact assessments, it 
will be subject to all sorts of reports, it will be subject 
to public scrutiny. But then we are still hearing, But it 
must come here so we can then second-guess all of 
the experts that have put together their opinions. Why 
do we need to do that, Mr. Speaker, unless we abso-
lutely have to? And if we absolutely have to, anyone 
can take up the debate, or the negative resolution, 
point blank. And if the negative resolution is voted 
down, that SDO will be rescinded. A simple process. It 
absolutely makes sense to me, and it absolutely 
should make sense to the public. It is just a matter of 
explaining it. It is a matter of who wants to spin it the 
way they want it to be spun. 
 Mr. Speaker, in order for us to move forward, 
in order for us to do the things that need to be done to 
promote economic activity in this Island, to promote 
sustained development in this Island, we all have to 
make critical decisions, we all have to look at the fu-
ture. This is future-forward thinking. And I appreciate 
the Minister for having the wherewithal to bring this 
before us today, knowing what he said 10 years ago, 
knowing that he would probably get Members out 
there that would bash and want to go back to that and 
say, Look what you’ve done. Look what you’ve done.  
 You know, Mr. Speaker, when I was reading 
the news report for one of the detractors to this partic-

ular Bill, it was interesting, and I quote, Mr. Speaker 
(and this is from the 3Royal Gazette), if you will allow 
me, it says “BEST urged the public to oppose the 
changes, saying: ‘Bermudians must have a say before 
the Government is allowed to “pave over paradise”!’” 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermudians did not have a say 
in the last process, but they have one now by public 
consultation. So, when we read statements like that, 
Mr. Speaker, that gives you an idea of the mentality 
that we are working with. And it goes back to what I 
just said—and I repeat this because I want people to 
be taking it to heart—people do not fear change; they 
fear not being in control. And Mr. Speaker, these peo-
ple have been in control for so long that they have not 
even realised that they are not even there anymore 
and that we have to move on, do the things we need 
to do, increase economic activity in this Island, im-
prove the stock of the people in this Island, making 
sure that they have a piece of the pie as we move 
forward, and not be concerned about [the] people with 
special interests that wish to opine because they are 
no longer in control. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have reviewed the legislation, and I will ad-
mit there are improvements. We had a very productive 
meeting with the leadership of the Planning Depart-
ment yesterday. It was very enlightening. So, I would 
like to thank them for making themselves available for 
this information-gathering initiative. 
 I would be less than responsible to say that I 
did not agree with the published procedures that they 
are implementing for the issuance of emergency de-
velopment orders, SDOs, and protective conservation 
sites. I think, if we have proper procedures in place, 
then everybody would have a clearer idea in regard to 
expectations and how things will be managed by the 
Government. And so, it will protect the Government 
and it will better protect our investors, our developers, 
and they know what to expect and what time frame. 
So, I will support that. 

So, I am not going to be critical of everything 
in this legislation, and I do not believe that the Shad-
ow Minister was critical about everything that was 

                                                      
3 Royal Gazette, 10 July 2021 
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presented. The biggest contention, as I heard it from 
the Shadow Minister, was the negative resolution, but 
I will get to that shortly. 

I am not going to be very long, but a few is-
sues jumped out at me. When the Minister was pre-
senting his brief, he indicated that the stakeholders 
had told him that it would take a long time to issue 
SDOs, and the primary reason for the delay was Par-
liament, based on parliamentary scheduling. And, in 
his mind, in the developer’s mind, timing is of the es-
sence. Mr. Speaker, I agree that timing is of the es-
sence. But I will not sit here and allow that Minister to 
blame Parliament for the timeliness of the SDOs. 

Mr. Speaker, you will know that over the years 
we have been called back to the House whenever 
there was a matter of national importance. We were 
called back for the Hotels Concession Act [2000]—
one hotel concession was tabled and we came back 
and debated it. We have come back before for SDOs 
during the summer break. So, to say that Parliament 
is responsible for delaying SDOs is irresponsible, Mr. 
Speaker. The Premier of the day—I am not saying the 
current Premier, the Premier of the day—and his Cab-
inet have the authority to call back Parliament when-
ever they want. And if it is an issue of national im-
portance, then call the Parliament back and our par-
liamentarians will be here. So, to me, it is totally irre-
sponsible to blame Parliament for the delay in the is-
suance of SDOs. And to me, it is irresponsible. 

Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to speak to, and it was touched upon earlier, and the 
Minister of Education just spoke about how things 
evolved from 2011 when the Minister presented and 
amended the legislation to have SDOs changed from 
a negative resolution to a positive resolution. Well, 10 
years ago was not July 2020 when we did the Rid-
dell’s Bay SDO. At that time, in July 2020, which was 
just a year ago, the Minister underscored the fact that 
the special SDO order provides a framework that en-
sures absolute transparency and we would debate it 
in the House, especially on issues and matters of na-
tional interest. 

And so, what has happened since then? One 
year has transpired. Mr. Speaker, 10 years ago he 
supported the move from negative resolution to af-
firmative resolution. He endorsed it last year, and one 
year later he wants to take it back. The Minister wants 
to take it back to negative resolution. What will he do 
next year? Will he bring it back to— 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: —positive resolution next 
year, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Point of order, point of order. 
 We will take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House that somehow we are rolling 
legislation back. We are not. I was very clear in my 
brief. We are enhancing and advancing this legislation 
going forward and we are keeping in the due diligence 
and controls which are required. He seems to believe 
that we are running willy-nilly like his Government 
did— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, that gentle-
man is misleading the House. As I said, I have sup-
ported the procedures, the due diligence that they 
have implemented. I am not addressing that. I am ad-
dressing the issue of moving backwards and forwards 
from negative resolution to positive resolution, back to 
negative resolution.  
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Again, what will it be next 
year? 
 
The Speaker: Okay, thank you both for clarifying your 
points. Just be considerate of what was said by both 
and just go on with your presentation. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: What will it be next year? 
 And so, how can the community feel that they 
are really committed to this transparency if they are 
going backwards and forwards like some yo-yo, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 So, one questions the reason. Because if it 
was good enough for last year and the Minister made 
the commitment to change it from negative resolution 
to affirmative resolution last year, I mean 10 years 
ago, the question Is, What is driving this? It surely is 
not Parliament slowing things up, as the Minister has 
said, because as I rebutted, quite frankly, Parliament 
can be called any time for national issues. Any time. 
The Minister knows it and the Premier knows it. 
 So, to have Parliament responsible for the 
timeliness of the issuance of these SDOs is totally 
unconscionable, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will move on to another area 
right now. The Minister spoke to the national emer-
gency development order. And what jumped to mind, 
for me, when he spoke to that . . . and I am sympa-
thetic to that decision. I cannot say that I would rule it 
out. I am sympathetic to it. What jumps to mind, for 
me, is the situation that we had at Mangrove Lake and 
Tank Hill whereby we, after a hurricane, went to the 
hillside and took out slate. Now, I am sympathetic to 
our Bermudians and the challenges that we face dur-
ing hurricanes, and I know that for years people have 
lost their roofs and that there is a challenge with se-
curing slate. And sometimes we have to make dra-
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matic decisions in Government. I accept that and so I 
am not totally against this. What I would ask the Minis-
ter to do is provide details on when we have to make 
these dramatic changes to our landscape, like going 
in and quarrying a hillside, what remedial action can 
we have that will help the environment after we have 
addressed our challenges? 
 So, right now we have a great big scar on the 
hillside down at Mangrove Lake where we went in and 
quarried. What remedial action . . . what remedial plan 
has the Government put in place to make that site 
more environmentally friendly and more positive from 
a sustainability point of view? And so, my question on 
these emergency development orders, yes, we can 
have them, but what are we going to do after to reme-
diate and support the environment in those orders?  

To me, they should form an integral part of the 
order. And so, that was another issue that I thought I 
would share with the community because the Man-
grove Lake scar, you can see it every time you drive 
along that area of Southshore. You look over and you 
see the scar on the hillside. And I said that is shame-
ful. I understand why it was done and I am sympathet-
ic, but Government could have put together a remedi-
al plan to make that area more environmentally sus-
tainable and something that we can be proud of. I am 
inviting the Government to have remediation plans 
should they issue these national emergency develop-
ment orders. Do not just scar the property and leave it 
forever because, to me, that is irresponsible. 
 On the issue of the protected conservation 
areas, again, it is interesting that for those we have an 
affirmative resolution and for everything else [we do] 
not. And I take the view that a private person may 
make a commitment to conservation in this area be-
cause they have arable land or woodland or natural 
reserves on their property. Again, I take the view that 
it should, of course, come to Parliament. And, like-
wise, all the other amendments should also come to 
Parliament—[I mean] the SDOs and the emergency 
orders. As I said, Parliament cannot be blamed for the 
tardiness in such situations. 
 As I said earlier on the issue of the protected 
conservation areas, I heard very little on mangroves. 
The mangroves, as you know, play a vital role in our— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, point of order. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: If the Member will yield? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I will yield. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Would the Member not agree, 
Mr. Speaker, that waiting for Parliament to convene 

rather quickly could actually interrupt or interfere with 
the quick response to an emergency situation? 
 So, to have Parliament come back to approve 
an emergency response would actually potentially put 
lives and property at risk? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, Mr. Speaker, I do not 
buy that argument. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I said before, I have been in 
this Parliament for 22 years, and I have been given 
two-day notice to get back to Parliament to do a tour-
ism order or an SDO, previously. So, do not present 
that argument to this country. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think those are my issues. Like 
I said, generally, I agree in that the operational proce-
dures make sense from a business point of view, from 
a best practice point of view. I understand it was start-
ed under the former Minister, the late Honourable 
Walton Brown, and he has been dead for a number of 
years so I am delighted, actually, that it is coming for-
ward. I cannot question the consultation that they 
have included in there. So, I am not totally against it. 
There are certain features I cannot live with. 
 And on those few comments, Mr. Speaker, 
that is all . . . I am just double-checking my notes to 
make sure I have covered everything. That is it, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker, MP Pearman. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I heard two voices. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I think it was the Premier, I will 
defer. 
 
The Speaker: Premier? Premier, would you like to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will defer, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: If no one wants to speak, we can have 
the Minister reply . . . respond and take us into com-
mittee. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am happy to go, I was going to 
let the Premier speak first and defend his Bill. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. We need either one of you to 
take the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Go ahead, Scott. 
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Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would— 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Pearman, MP Pearman? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was intending to speak very, 
very briefly about this Bill. And I was intending to do 
so in what I hoped would be an even-handed and fair 
manner. And the reason for my intent is there is much 
about this Bill that I like. There is much about this Bill 
that I would commend. Where I was perhaps a bit 
surprised, Mr. Speaker, is when we heard from the 
Honourable Member of Cabinet, the Minister for Edu-
cation, who, having heard but one speaker from the 
Opposition, leapt up and ascribed motives to us that 
were improper and did lots of spin and politicisation 
that was entirely unnecessary. Without having heard 
the Opposition speakers, without having heard the 
Opposition Leader, without having heard me or any-
one else, it was suddenly that no one in the Opposi-
tion even concedes the benefits of the Bill. Well, that 
is utter nonsense, Mr. Speaker, because we do.  
 We like the ability to preserve land with the 
consent of landowners. That is an excellent addition to 
our legislative agenda in this area. And I am very 
happy to commend the Minister for that aspect of this 
Bill. We like the idea that the public are consulted in 
matters such as this, as they should be. That is what 
democracy is about. It is about listening to the people. 
 So, why the Education Minister felt the need 
to come in and start spinning so close to Cup Match, 
is beyond me. But for him to say—and I am quoting 
this because I wrote it down, Mr. Speaker—that the 
Opposition don’t understand the Bill. Well, that is just 
rude. And frankly, Minister, I think I do understand it. 
 The Minister for Education also explained 
what the issue is for him and, by extension, we antici-
pate it is the issue for the Government. He said that 
this is about control. Well, how sad. How sad that de-
cisions are being made based upon who has got the 
right to decide who is in control. 

Decisions, Mr. Speaker, should be about what 
is best for Bermuda, what is best for our Island, and 
what is best for all of us. Decisions should be by the 
elected representatives of the people, those of us in 
Parliament. And when the Honourable Minister who 
spoke before me suggests that the criticism of the 
Opposition, and, indeed, others—not just the Opposi-
tion, those members of the public, those charitable 
agencies such as BEST, National Trust, Audubon So-
ciety—were “laser-focused on the SDO issue” well, of 
course! And we make no apology for that. That is 
where everyone’s laser-focus should be. And I am 
surprised that we have not heard, so far, from 28 oth-

er sitting Members of Parliament in this House on the 
other side.  

Again, this Bill is not necessarily a bad Bill; on 
the whole it is very positive. But it has one element 
that is significantly detrimental to democracy and to 
the way that planning and decision-making occurs on 
our Island. And that is the removal of the affirmative 
resolution procedure, the removal of the ability to 
bring an SDO to Parliament so that Parliament can 
debate it. I mean, you have got 30 seats, why are you 
afraid of a debate?  

The Minister who presented the Bill explained 
that the reason for this was because of historic SDO 
occasions where they were not able to move swiftly 
enough. (And I am paraphrasing; this is my language, 
not his.) But they were not able to move swiftly 
enough and therefore lost the benefit of the develop-
ment. He cited the Tucker Point Club in 2018. Well, it 
is a weak argument in any event, Mr. Speaker, but it is 
also a completely hollow one because, of course, 
Tucker’s Point got built. Tucker’s Point is here. There 
was not any reason why Parliament should be the 
blame for losing the possibility of Tucker’s Point when 
it is sitting up there in the East End. 

And the suggestion, Mr. Speaker, that you 
and your House are to blame, that you and your 
House delay the approval of SDOs is absolute non-
sense. Parliament can be recalled at the drop of a hat. 
We are only sitting, on most occasions, every other 
two weeks. And you have, and previously have, re-
called us at short notice, quite rightly so, many times. 
So, respectfully, for the Minister to blame Parliament 
is a fig leaf full of holes.  

Mr. Speaker, I noted that the Honourable Min-
ister jumped in to defend himself when the Opposition 
Leader referred to certain statements that he made in 
the past. It is difficult. I accept, it is difficult in politics, 
where your words are often reported, to be consistent 
and not to be in a position where what you say one 
day gets thrown back against you on another day. I 
am afraid that hypocrisy is one of the by-products of 
politics because, often, positions change. And I accept 
that, and the Honourable Minister pointed out that sit-
uations change. 

Yet, with your leave, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to quote from the Official Hansard Report of 17 July 
2020. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: This was our debate on the SDO 
for Riddell’s Bay. And those who participated in that 
debate may recall that, in fact, the Opposition, in cer-
tain instances, was supportive of the Minister’s pro-
posals. But he said this—and this is Walter Roban, 
the Minister— 
 “Mr. Speaker, please allow me to fast forward 
to the present day where the rightful method to ap-
prove such a scheme is via a Special Development 
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Order (SDO), a framework that ensures absolute 
transparency through debate in the House. It is im-
portant to note that an SDO is a form of planning per-
mission, lawful planning permission under section 15 
of the Development and Planning Act 1974, and is 
granted when the development is considered to be in 
the national interest, perhaps also termed the public 
interest.” [page 4449] 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister was 
right then and this Bill is wrong now in this narrow re-
spect. He was right that when we are dealing with 
SDOs, we are dealing with matters of the public inter-
est, we are dealing with matters of the national inter-
est, and that is why it is so important that these mat-
ters come to this House for a proper debate before 
they are decided. Before they are decided. And that is 
a legitimate issue to take up in respect of this Bill. And 
if someone took a red pen and crossed out the words 
“negative resolution procedure” and wrote in “affirma-
tive resolution procedure” you would have my vote on 
this Bill. 
 So, I do not contest the whole Bill. I just do not 
like the fact that we are watering down parliamentary 
scrutiny. Because it is Parliament that is supposed to 
be the brakes on the runaway train of Government. It 
is Parliament— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: —who review the laws— 
 
The Speaker: Point of order, Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I will, again, as the other 
Member did in a previous part of this debate, point out 
the misleading statement the Honourable Member has 
made is that even negative resolutions that are laid in 
the House are subject to parliamentary scrutiny as 
well. So, parliamentary scrutiny is not being avoided. 
That is the implication and assertion by Members of 
the Opposition, including the Honourable Member 
who is speaking now, and it is incorrect. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Member, just be mindful of the Minister’s in-
tervention. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I am grateful for the Minister’s 
intervention. And as he well knows, that is a load of 
tosh.  

The reason we have it come to Parliament for 
debate is so that Parliament can decide. It is not for 
the Minister or the Board or the [INAUDIBLE] to de-
cide, these are very important issues.  

It is rare that this Parliament is dealing with is-
sues as important as major SDOs. Why are they so 

important? Mr. Speaker, they are important because 
once they are done, they are largely irreversible. They 
are largely permanent. And that is why the elected 
representatives of Bermuda should debate them first. 
That is why democracy should be put up on a pillar 
and should benefit. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have referred the House to 
what the Honourable Minister said in July 2020. I give 
him the benefit of the doubt that it is not often easy in 
this job to be entirely consistent, but we have seen a 
complete 180, a complete volte-face. And again, he 
was right then and he is wrong now. And again, lest it 
be said that we are being political and obstructive, if 
he were to change negative to affirmative, he has my 
vote on this Bill. 
 Mr. Speaker, we were told by the Cabinet 
Minister who spoke after the Minister presented the 
Bill, “this is what leadership is.” And then he talked 
about those who oppose their position and referred to 
it as “spin.” Well, I understand the game of politics and 
I understand why it is the Government’s job to bash 
the Opposition, and it is the Opposition’s job to bash 
the Government sometimes. But it is not like that all 
the time. And where we can be bipartisan in the best 
interests of Bermuda, we should be. And it is not just 
the Opposition that has issues with this Bill.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Cabinet Minister I referred to 
attacked the motives of BEST. BEST is hardly a vehi-
cle for the OBA. In addition, Mr. Speaker, again with 
your leave, we have a public statement by the Bermu-
da National Trust. With your leave, Mr. Speaker, let 
me just quote from this. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Member. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 4“‘The most concerning amendment is a pro-
posal that will remove the ability of Parliament to de-
bate and vote on Special Development Orders 
[SDOs].’” (Before they are issued.) “‘Instead, the Min-
ister of the Environment will have the power to issue 
an SDO at his or her own discretion.’” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not being personally 
critical of this particular Minister. This particular Minis-
ter had, prior to this Bill, a very good track record, in 
my personal opinion, on the environment. And there 
are things that he has said in this House about the 
environment with which I very much agree. And his 
efforts on energy and his goal to bring a reduction of 
single-use plastics are matters for which I would stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with him. And I just, respectfully, 
feel like he has got this thing wrong and I would ask 
him to rethink.  

And again, it is not just the Opposition, it is 
BEST, it is the National Trust. And again, with your 
leave, Mr. Speaker, let me read quickly from the press 
release from the Bermuda Audubon Society. 

                                                      
4 Bernews 15 July 2021 



Official Hansard Report 16 July 2021 1753 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

The Speaker: Go ahead, Member. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 5“‘We believe that not enough thought has 
been applied to the details and consequences of the 
proposed amendments and we urge that they be 
withdrawn and reconsidered. . . . Of particular concern 
is the fact that Special Development Orders [SDOs], 
which currently undergo parliamentary scrutiny, will no 
longer be required to go before the House for approv-
al under the proposed legislation. Decisions made by 
the negative resolution procedure remove essential 
debate in the House and the effective checks and bal-
ances offered by our respected parliamentarians. This 
flies in the face of good governance within a transpar-
ent and accountable government.’” 
 Mr. Speaker, the Audubon Society’s press 
release then goes on to say this: 
 “‘These decisions should be made in public 
view and with full consideration by the affirmative res-
olution procedure in Parliament.  

“‘The Minister’” (which is the Minister present-
ing the Bill) “‘has suggested that mandatory public 
consultation heightens the scrutiny of an SDO beyond 
parliamentary examination, yet the consultation pro-
cess provides only an opinion and has little, if any, 
weight on decisions of national importance.’” 
 Mr. Speaker, I agree with those sentiments, in 
particular, two of them. One is this does fly in the face 
of good governance within a transparent and ac-
countable government. Good governance demands 
that you do not run from scrutiny, that you engage in 
debate, that you hear the criticisms. And you know the 
saying the Opposition has their say and the Govern-
ment gets their way? You have got the votes, so what 
are you afraid of? 
 The second point that I respectfully agree with 
from the Bermuda Audubon Society press release is 
that these are decisions of national importance. And 
on decisions of national importance, it is the elected 
Members of Parliament who are democratically ac-
countable to the people to consider them, to review 
them, to scrutinise them, to rip them apart, to reprove 
them, dare I say, and then to vote on them in the 
proper fashion. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to 
read from the press release of the Audubon Society. 
 In closing, Mr. Speaker, and I reiterate for a 
third time, that if this Bill were to be amended . . . we 
may see an amendment that we would support. I 
would, personally vote for it if the affirmative resolution 
procedure was being proceeded with. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the rounds you either support 
democracy or you do not. You support the importance 
of Parliament as a restraint and as a review body, as 
the brakes on the train, or you do not. If this is about 
leadership, well, leaders do not run from scrutiny. 

                                                      
5 Bernews 16 July 2021 

Again, I respectfully request that the Honourable Min-
ister think again because it would be very nice to see 
a Bill that had bipartisan support from this House. And 
on the other elements of the Bill, which I mentioned in 
the beginning, I very much support them and com-
mend the Minister for them. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, good afternoon. How 
are you? 
 
The Speaker: I am good, sir. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Can you hear and see me 
fine, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: I hear you. You are missing this 
though, so I do not know if I am seeing you fine, but a 
little red would have been nice in there, how is that? 
 Go ahead, my friend, you have got the floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, I often . . . 
they tell me you have to listen twice as much as you 
speak. And I always find it interesting when I listen to 
the Opposition as to what they put so much passion 
into. There were two Honourable Members from [con-
stituencies] 22 and 23 speaking with a lot of passion. 
And I recall a few years ago we were debating a Bill, I 
forget exactly which Bill it was, and the Honourable 
Member from constituency 20 was speaking and she 
spoke with a lot of passion as well. She spoke about 
the need for more development, the need for the pub-
lic to have more buy-in for development and I took 
note of that.  
 So, when I . . . I will not be long, Mr. Speaker. 
What I see in this SDO [is] that it allows for more pub-
lic consultation than previously. I wonder, why isn’t the 
OBA so passionate about that? Why are they so pas-
sionate that it should come to Parliament? Why are 
they so passionate about scrutiny?  
 Mr. Speaker, we, as a country, we are in 
some challenges. We need more development—
controlled development. Not just over development, 
but controlled development. But along with that, we 
also need more public buy-in to the things that are 
going on in this country. 
 So, when we have this Bill that has public 
consultation, what exactly is the problem? Is the Op-
position thinking that the public know less than the 
people in Parliament? I do not think so. So, I asked 
myself, Self, why could they possibly have so much 
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passion? Are there things that the OBA wants to ob-
ject to? Hmm. Are there things, developments, that 
they themselves wish may not want to happen under 
this watch of this Government? I ask myself because 
at the root of that passion that we saw displayed for 
the last hour or so, there has got to be another reason 
why the OBA does not want us to bring a Bill that al-
lows for more public consultation. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will not get into the talking 
about the NGOs and so on and so forth. But what I 
will say is that the Planning Department, headed by 
Ms. Victoria Pereira, [and] the Home Affairs Depart-
ment, headed by the Minister and PS Ms. Azhar—
notice I named two women, two women who are full of 
integrity—and these women would never, ever com-
promise their professional or personal ethics for some 
of the things that are being inferred by others. I just 
want to thank them and I want to thank the Minister for 
bringing this forward that allows for more public con-
sultation. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
make a contribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker. Good after-
noon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. MP Dunkley. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity to 
contribute to this debate this afternoon on the Devel-
opment and Planning Amendment Act 2021. I have 
appreciated the opportunity to listen to colleagues on 
both sides of the floor as they have made presenta-
tions, and I certainly respect the opinions that they 
have passed on. 
 I think my colleagues have presented our side 
of the debate quite well here this afternoon and I want 
to chime in because I think it is important that we all 
have an opportunity and take that opportunity to 
speak on an important amendment that we face. 
 I do not think there is any need for me to fo-
cus in too much on the benefits of the Bill because I 
think colleagues have done a good job at that, Mr. 
Speaker. But there are two critical elements that I do 
want to focus in on.  
 Mr. Speaker, before I get into that, I think it is 
important to state that there is a very delicate balance 
that all politicians try to hold when we discuss the en-
vironment. It is a protection of the environment and 
also it is allowing development that puts the country in 
a position of betterment going forward and allows 
people who own that property to use those develop-
ment rights or that ability to take their property and 

turn it into something that they wish to when the time 
is right for them. That delicate balance is very hard to 
keep. And that delicate balance, Mr. Speaker, is 
looked at under many different microscopes by many 
different people. And that is why I was quite interested 
when I heard the comments from the Government that 
sometimes it is very important that they have the 
speed to get things done because in a time of a na-
tional emergency we might need to do that. 
 But Mr. Speaker, I think my colleagues have 
pushed back in saying that we have always been 
available to come back to the House and we will al-
ways be available to come back to the House if the 
need may arise. 

But when it comes to the environment, Mr. 
Speaker, which we see under siege all throughout the 
world and politicians all throughout the world talking 
about climate change, we realise now that it is better, 
in my humble opinion, Mr. Speaker, to err on the side 
of caution. Because once we lose something in the 
environment, we can never get it back. And I think just 
about every week there are stories coming up from 
around the world on the impact that climate change is 
having on the environment.  

Look at what has happened in Germany, I be-
lieve earlier this week, Mr. Speaker, when dozens of 
people unfortunately lost their lives because of rains 
that went on for three, four, or five days and floods 
swept through vast swaths of towns and just took 
people away, took buildings away. And people have 
said that this is due, in large part, to climate change. 

So, while climate change was something that 
was hardly talked about by individuals or politicians 
years ago, now it is something that is always reflected 
on and considered when policy is put in place, Mr. 
Speaker. Especially since we live in a very small 
community and a very small Island of only 21 square 
miles, we need to make sure that we do our best to 
not only protect the environment, but to allow devel-
opment when it is appropriate. And we see climate 
change, we talk about climate change ourselves, Mr. 
Speaker, quite often here because we have had the 
propensity to have more hurricanes than we would 
like. But because of sound policy in the past on our 
building codes, Mr. Speaker, we have managed to 
weather those storms much better than many other 
communities have. And so, we should not step away 
from that sound policy to allow us to weather the 
storms to put us in a better position as we go forward. 

So, Mr. Speaker, where it comes to this Bill, 
the contentious issue of SDOs, I share my colleagues’ 
concerns. And I share the concerns of many in the 
community and the environmental groups, Mr. Speak-
er. And one of the things that I find interesting is that 
the environmental groups are equal opportunity critics. 
By that I mean that it does not matter who the party in 
power is. If they have got something to say and it is 
critical of the Government of the day, they will say it. I 
think every political party has faced off with these en-
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vironmental groups. And quite often they have solid 
points that they are making and sometimes govern-
ments just do not believe in those points. But in this 
case, Mr. Speaker, I think we should take on board 
those concerns because that is part of the consulta-
tion that this Government has said that they laud. 

So Mr. Speaker, the Minister has said that this 
amendment will streamline the process and will help 
expedite matters. And there is no doubt that this will 
be the case. And that is laudable, Mr. Speaker. And 
certainly, when it comes to dealing with planning or 
government departments, all politicians will support 
streamlining as long as it is done in the appropriate 
place and time.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, I also think that those 
hard-working civil servants in the Planning Depart-
ment would also support a streamlined process be-
cause they are the ones quite often hindered by a 
process that does not allow efficiency in moving items 
forward to any conclusion, Mr. Speaker, not neces-
sarily just an approval, but to a denial as well. So, that 
aspect of this debate, I think, is a given on both sides, 
Mr. Speaker. 

But Mr. Speaker, the issue that I have had, 
and I am like my colleague the Opposition Leader who 
served in the House for a number of years, I have a 
great issue with the negative resolution process be-
cause I believe that it does reduce oversight of an 
item because, quite simply, as soon as the Minister 
responsible signs that instrument, it becomes law. 
And so, while, yes, it will be tabled in the House, and 
any Member of the House can pick it up and it can be 
debated, you are debating something after the fact—
after it already has become law. And the conversation, 
quite often, in my view, Mr. Speaker, is just moot. It is 
having a conversation which really does not mean 
anything because no government, no Minister, would 
sign a negative resolution process into law if they did 
not believe that they had the full support of their col-
leagues and they did not want it done. So, why have a 
debate about something that really does not mean 
anything, Mr. Speaker? That is one point. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do realise that in the par-
liamentary system the negative resolution process 
does play a part. It can be part of amendments that 
need to be made going forward, and it can be part of 
something that does have broad community support. 
Or it could even have broad parliamentary support in 
consultation between the Government of the day and 
the Opposition of the day, Mr. Speaker.  

But we are now here with SDOs. We are tak-
ing it to another level. We are raising the bar. We are 
changing the responsibility, Mr. Speaker. Because, in 
my view . . . and I remember, Mr. Speaker, when I first 
came to Parliament in 1997 and you were already an 
Honourable Member of the Chamber, Mr. Speaker. I 
remember hearing some of those who I looked up to 
and respected on both sides of the House talking 
about the need for parliamentary scrutiny, parliamen-

tary oversight and debate in Parliament. And so, by 
having the negative resolution procedure, we are tak-
ing away from parliamentary scrutiny, Mr. Speaker. 

And parliamentary scrutiny is important be-
cause in the world we live in, Mr. Speaker, in a small 
community where MPs represent between 1,000 and 
1,300 constituents (give or take a small percentage 
point either way), we all should be in touch with our 
constituents. And I know, Mr. Speaker, I can speak for 
myself and many Members on both sides of the floor, 
who are constantly in communication with their con-
stituents. So, when a key piece of legislation is tabled, 
in two weeks’ time they have reached out to me or 
their MPs to talk about that legislation, to get an un-
derstanding of that legislation or, Mr. Speaker, to give 
us their understanding of what the legislation means. 
And that is why that parliamentary scrutiny and over-
sight is so important, because not only are elected 
Members of Parliament there to serve and make the 
decisions—it is not the Cabinet Office on Front Street, 
is not the parliamentary caucus of the governing party, 
Mr. Speaker, it is not the civil servants—it is Parlia-
ment that normally sits in Session House that is re-
sponsible for the scrutiny, Mr. Speaker. And the nega-
tive resolution process takes that scrutiny and dimin-
ishes it to a great extent, Mr. Speaker. So, currently 
we have SDOs that are subject to parliamentary over-
sight. In my humble opinion, Mr. Speaker, this is a 
retrograde step. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister 
did mention, and colleagues on his side who have 
spoken have mentioned that it will raise public consul-
tation and public engagement. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is correct. But what 
does that actually entail? Is it just sending emails? Is it 
having public meetings? Is it just allowing people a 
forum to contribute to, Mr. Speaker? And at the end of 
that process, Mr. Speaker, what does the Minister ac-
tually have to do to take on board that public consulta-
tion or the engagement? In my humble opinion, Mr. 
Speaker, a Minister can just say they did it. And we 
have seen examples in the past where governments 
have lauded public consultation, but really the general 
public has not been comfortable with the consultation 
because it went against the grain of what they thought 
the outcome was of that consultation. 

One of those things, Mr. Speaker, is the Sug-
ar Tax. That was a prime example that is still on peo-
ple’s minds. And another one, Mr. Speaker, is educa-
tion. A third one, Mr. Speaker—and this one cuts 
across both party lines—is when the motorised vehi-
cles were allowed to be used up in the Somerset Park 
area, up in your neck of the woods, Mr. Speaker. Re-
member the public consultation on that? I think there 
were only two people who supported it and over 400 
were against it, Mr. Speaker. 

So, at the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, in my 
humble view, public consultation and public engage-
ment simply means that you had something. There is 
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no responsibility for a Minister to act on the results or 
to act on the sentiment of that public consultation, Mr. 
Speaker. That is the way I see it. And I look for the 
Government to say how they can . . . how they plan 
on changing that, Mr. Speaker. But that is the reality 
of the situation. 

So, here we are. There are some benefits to 
this Bill, but we are taking something . . . a vehicle that 
has been so contentious through the years, for all po-
litical parties, is Special Development Orders, Mr. 
Speaker. And we now are allowing it to shy away from 
the scrutiny that it requires in the people’s place, Mr. 
Speaker—the House of Assembly. And that is why I 
cannot support this amendment here this afternoon. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 Anyone else? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my contributions this afternoon 
will be brief. And my contributions will be that out of 
the three things that are inside of this particular Bill—
the three main items which are inside of this particular 
Bill—I think that they are important to certainly be 
supported. And what I think is vital to recognise, with-
out question, is the fact that this Government has 
made promises to make Bermuda more efficient and it 
is delivering on the promises that it has laid out to 
make Bermuda more efficient. 
 The first thing I want to deal with is certainly 
emergency development orders, Mr. Speaker. We 
know and recognise that after hurricanes and after 
storms and other types of natural disasters, that they 
are certainly emergency situations. And in this case 
and in this instance, Mr. Speaker, we are now reme-
dying a situation we find ourselves [in] time and time 
again after a hurricane, where we [have a] need for 
slate and we cannot get it. To allow these types of 
emergency development orders to be permitted in a 
case with a national emergency. So, it is certainly 
something where we recognised a problem and 
moved to fix a problem.  
 On the matter of conservation, this is some-
thing that was in our 2017 election manifesto which is 
now coming to fruition in this Development and Plan-
ning Act. It is something, as was previously men-
tioned, which was championed by the late Minister, 
the Honourable Walton Brown, and it is something 
that we, as a Government, are proud to push forward. 
 On the final matter, Mr. Speaker, on the issue 
of Special Development Orders, let me say this: The 
fact is that what we must do is that we have to recog-

nise that it is imperative upon governments to make 
sure that they can be effective and efficient in the dis-
charge of their duties. The Minister has laid out very 
clearly the protections that are in place, which are far 
different than the situation that was in place before, 
meeting, certainly, the objectives which were laid out 
by the Ombudsman. And in this case and instance, 
Mr. Speaker, the Government is advancing not nec-
essarily based upon political agendas, which we may 
see coming from the other side, but based upon what 
is in the best interests of this country and its develop-
ment as we move forward, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, I would like to congratulate the Minister, 
the Deputy Premier, for his work on these particular 
initiatives. And I would also like to congratulate the 
Minister for his work in planning, streamlining so many 
various processes, for time and time again you have 
heard about making planning more efficient, making 
sure that the process of planning is handled quicker. 
We have made lots of different changes in policy. We 
are making changes to rules that will make it more 
efficient, Mr. Speaker, and will only serve for the bet-
terment of this country as we advance. 

This Government has laid out its economic 
recovery plan and for us to successfully execute our 
economic recovery plan, Mr. Speaker, we have to 
make sure that we are efficient and nimble. This Bill 
achieves those aims and objectives and I am proud 
that the Government is bringing it today and I look 
forward to its passage in this Honourable House to-
day. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 Any other Member? 
 None? 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As the debate has concluded with the contri-
butions, I will happily do a summation of the discus-
sion. And, Mr. Speaker, I do this with great pleasure. I 
do it with great pleasure, hearing the comments and 
compliments that the Honourable Premier has given 
to not only myself, but my team for the work that they 
are doing and that we have been doing since 2017. 

The reality, Mr. Speaker, is that the work that 
the Planning Department has been doing to better its 
processes and efficiencies is serving Bermuda as we 
speak. Right now, construction is booming. It has 
been . . . it is providing some of whatever lift is coming 
to the challenging economic times that we have, it is 
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actually contributing to keeping and getting people, 
keeping people working.  

Since we came out of the state of emergency 
last year, construction has been moving forward. And 
the efficiencies and the work of the Planning team, 
having to literally chew gum and dance and juggle at 
the same time, is serving the country now. And this 
has been a commitment of the Government, as the 
Premier has outlined, and I am honoured to have 
been a part of the process to bring this about because 
it is helping the country right now, not just into the fu-
ture, but right at this very moment. Construction is 
moving. 

I took great pleasure from the comments of 
the Honourable Minister Diallo Rabain, as well, for his 
support. He is one of the technical knowledgeable 
people in our team in areas of development and I am 
happy that he gave support to this Bill in the way that 
he has. The Honourable Chris Famous made the 
point, Mr. Speaker, widening public consultation, wid-
ening public involvement, in a very significant process. 
And his bewilderment that the Opposition, who likes to 
talk about some of these issues in a way, has issues 
with a Bill that actually will bring more public involve-
ment in the process, a very significant process. So, I 
thank the Honourable MP Famous for his contribu-
tions. 

But, also, Mr. Speaker, I did value the contri-
butions of the Opposition today. They were valuable 
too because they should always have their role. And it 
is for that reason, Mr. Speaker, on a number of signifi-
cant Bills, I have reached out to the Opposition and 
offered them to have consultation from my technical 
team in some of my other departments, because they 
are part of the process, too, so that they can bring 
value to the debate. So, I appreciate that they took up 
the offer to be advised by the technical officers be-
cause . . . what is unfortunate . . . and I am not sug-
gesting that the Opposition did this, but some of the, I 
would call, “commentary” out there is almost implying 
that the members of the Planning Team might be sus-
ceptible to certain influences around and might not act 
in the best interests of development of this country or 
in the protection of land or in responding to things that 
the country may desire. That somehow, they might be 
susceptible to some questionable processes or, you 
know, the influence that sometimes developers bring 
to the table when it comes to, you know, trying to get 
things done, or maybe even be unduly influenced by 
some politicians.  

Well, I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, I find those 
implications . . . they have not been made in this 
House, but they have been made in other places, but I 
find them reprehensible because this team in Planning 
is unimpeachable. That is why we have seen the good 
work from them all these years, certainly, [while] I 
have been the Minister. They are unimpeachable. And 
just as with other major initiatives we have brought to 
this House, whether it be the Bermuda Plan, whether 

it be the Riddell’s Bay development, the Planning 
team has been impeccable in their work around these 
major initiatives that stand to . . . have brought great 
[influential results] to our landscape. 

So, I resent, Mr. Speaker, if that word is ap-
propriate in Parliament, the implications from others—
not in this House, I make it clear—about the potential 
undue influences that might come which could bring 
about certain risk to our environment, because the 
Planning team is unimpeachable and I value their role 
and how they advise me with all these matters, as 
weighty as they can be. 

But Mr. Speaker, I want to go forth and re-
spond to some of the other comments that I have 
heard in the House. There were some interesting 
statements made by the speaker for the Opposition 
and others. There was a suggestion that the Bill had a 
singular premise. Well, we know that is not true. There 
was not a singular premise around this Bill, other than 
to improve the development and planning process. 
That is the only singular premise for which we brought 
this Bill. And, as the Premier has outlined, a number 
of election and Throne Speech promises—that is the 
major premise of the Bill. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: But Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I agree— 
 
The Speaker: I will take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, that is what I said, the 
single premise is the greater efficiencies. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would 
suggest that is incorrect. It is not just about greater 
efficiencies, but that is what the Honourable Member 
said. He talked about a single premise. That is not the 
single premise of the Bill. 
 The Bill brings about processes that will bring 
greater efficiency. It also brings about greater protec-
tion, and it also brings about the ability to more quickly 
respond to situations that we as a country have al-
ready experienced and will experience in the future, 
and it will allow a much more efficient response to 
those. So, the Bill has a number of premises. The only 
singular premise it has is to improve the overall pro-
cess of development and protection, in particular, for 
our country. 
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 I also heard implications of rubber stamping 
as somehow this will allow a rubber stamping of the 
process or some of the processes that it addresses. 
Well, there is no rubber stamping. Explain to me, Mr. 
Speaker, how ensuring that the wider public of Ber-
muda will have an opportunity to comment, to critique, 
to criticise and express their view on a potential de-
velopment, prior to it even coming to a state of ap-
proval, how is that rubber stamping? We are widening 
the participation, Mr. Speaker, in the process of de-
velopment, just as the Bermuda Development Plan is 
also standing to do. And even, I would argue, the 
North East Hamilton Plan, which was announced pub-
licly by myself, is also providing a wide public oppor-
tunity to shape development.  
 And I will be honest with you, Mr. Speaker, 
this is the one Government—the PLP Government—
that has consistently contributed to that. Because 
there are processes now and even with the amend-
ment and, obviously, Mr. Speaker, yours truly was the 
Minister that brought the amendment in 2011, and the 
Opposition and others have taken great pains to re-
mind the House of that and certainly remind myself 
and others who have commented, on what I said, 
what I did, and presumably what I meant in 2011. But 
whenever it was done, Mr. Speaker, it was always to 
try and bring some level of improvement to the pro-
cess or to bring about an end result that benefitted the 
country.  

Even in 2011, if I just slightly digress, Mr. 
Speaker, the 2011 Amendment facilitated an end re-
sult which ensured the protection of . . . well, ensured 
that a property that was in financial stress found a way 
out of financial stress. It preserved hundreds of Ber-
mudian jobs. And here is one of the most important 
parts, it ensured the wider protection of lands that had 
not been protected—private land—that were then put 
into the government bank, some 40 acres, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 One thing, Mr. Speaker, that the Progressive 
Labour Party Government has a consistent record [of 
is] with protection in the area of land in Bermuda. And 
I do not need to outline the record because the record 
speaks for itself. I could go back and list it, but that is 
not needed for this debate. There is a consistent—a 
consistent—record of protections, certainly, greater 
than the One Bermuda Alliance. And Riddell’s Bay is 
one of those consistent pieces of record of protec-
tion— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, point of or-
der. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —balancing that with devel-
opment. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. That is 
his opinion. I just want to make sure that the general 
public understands that that is just the Minister’s opin-
ion on whose record is what is concerning the envi-
ronment. 
 
The Speaker: Noted. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member does not want me to 
list the record because it would be too painful for the 
OBA to hear. But I will move on, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Please do. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, he is happy 
to list what record he believes. But I will be listening. 
 
The Speaker: No, he is going to move on, so he can 
continue to go forward. We don’t have to go back-
wards. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No, Mr. Speaker, I will not 
digress into a diatribe with any other Members. I am 
summing up my presentation on this Bill. 
 Mr. Speaker, there were implications about 
the withdrawal of parliamentary scrutiny. I think this 
has been addressed already with a number of points 
of order in that negative resolutions come to Parlia-
ment, they can be taken up and addressed in any way 
any Member wishes. So, there is no withdrawal of the 
parliamentary involvement. The nature of involvement 
is changing, but it is not withdrawing, but that has 
been addressed already. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, in going on, I was very 
pleased with the comments of the Honourable Mem-
ber Minister Diallo Rabain when he said we can en-
hance the conservation protections to private lands. 
And this Bill is bringing such a higher level of protec-
tion.  

There has been a consistent record, Mr. 
Speaker, going back many years. And you are a for-
mer Environment Minister yourself, looking for ways to 
provide additional protection, balancing that with de-
velopment, adding land to the protected land bank of 
Bermuda. Whether it be in government or private, the 
PLP has consistently supported those efforts monetar-
ily as well as legislatively. And this piece of legislation 
continues, is consistent with that record, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, there are a number of pri-
vate areas of land that are nature reserves, that 
through the work of a number of individuals and 
groups and persons who have had a particular inter-
est, that exist in Bermuda. And I will just name a few 
of them: Paget Marsh Reserve, Idwal Hughes Nature 
Reserve, Hungry Bay Nature Reserve, Tom Moore’s 
Nature Reserve, Somerset Long Bay Nature Reserve, 
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Vesey Nature Reserve—and those are just a few. I 
have not named them all; but those are a few. And 
those are all privately owned. They now have an op-
portunity to have the highest natural level of protection 
afforded public land. So, they can be easily, with the 
consent of the owners, be put into a higher threshold 
of protection and can only be brought out through an 
affirmative resolution of the House. That is an ex-
tremely high level of protection. That is what is afford-
ed public land. This will now be an opportunity for pri-
vate [land]. And as I said in my brief, there are already 
landholders parking up, looking at this for their own 
holdings. 
 So, that in itself, Mr. Speaker, even before this 
Bill has passed the Legislature, there are already 
people who are acting in the affirmative of supporting 
the Bill. So, is that not . . . I mean that is ironic that 
there are people already acting and expressing their 
intention to take advantage of this Bill even before, 
and particularly the protection provisions, before it is 
even passed because they have confidence that this 
will provide . . . this is bringing something positive, Mr. 
Speaker, this Bill, irrespective of some of the sceptics 
out there who express scepticism about this Bill’s in-
tentions. 
 Now, I heard certain Honourable Members 
talk about irresponsible. And what is irresponsible, Mr. 
Speaker. Irresponsible behaviour around this and the 
intentions may be irresponsible. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, I just have a few questions 
to ask. Was it irresponsible for the previous admin-
istration to approve a development Act, in principle, 
for St. Regis without consulting the public or following 
the technical advice of the officers in the department? 
Was that irresponsible, Mr. Speaker?  

Yet, I hear a lot of argument from them about 
not following the legislative process. So, they them-
selves . . . and not only that, it was the same case 
with Morgan’s Point, a development act which avoided 
the SDO process, but also was not subject to any 
public consultation or following necessarily the advice 
of technical officers, using a different legislative pro-
cess to avoid the scrutiny that an SDO would provide, 
Mr. Speaker. And those are the two signature devel-
opments of the OBA administration that they continue 
to hang their hat on with pride.  

Oh, I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. I forget, there is 
another one! It is called the airport—another one that 
was pushed forward irrespective of the public view at 
the time. 

All projects that the former administration, the 
OBA, hang its hat on were done in defiance or with 
disregard for whatever public consultation or scrutiny 
or public review that they now are ascribing that they 
have an issue with this . . . or the changes that we are 
making. They did not use the SDO when it came to 
those particular initiatives. So, it is very interesting to 
hear the arguments being put when the record defies 
the arguments. 

And so I hope that the public has seen and is 
aware and understands that, Mr. Speaker. You know, 
we do struggle as legislators to be consistent some-
times and it is a struggle, it is a battle, but it is im-
portant. I think the public hopes that we can be as 
consistent with our behaviour and our arguments as 
possible, but I have not seen that today from the other 
side. When it comes to their record, the argument and 
the action do not quite follow on projects— 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker— 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —that they hang their hat 
on— 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —that they unapologetically— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, we have a point of order we 
will take. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House at best. Those projects that 
he has mentioned certainly had broad consultation. 
And what I find interesting is that in regard to the St. 
Regis and the airport, Government officials were there 
smiling, enjoying the ceremony and cutting the ribbon, 
Mr. Speaker. Now, if that is hypocrisy, it is at its best. 
 
The Speaker: All right, [we] appreciate your contribu-
tion. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The only hypocrisy is the fact 
that the “in principle” approval of the Act was done 
without . . . was done with great protestation from the 
St. George’s community and not consistent with the 
advice given by the Planning officials. That is where 
the hypocrisy is, Mr. Speaker.  
 But I am trying to sum up, I am trying to move 
on to make points that will support this legislation. And 
unfortunately we have seen this similar behaviour 
from some of the environmental groups as well, not 
quite making comments, not consistent with their own 
behaviour around certain developments. But I . . . and 
unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, some of the implications 
that we are hearing about “backdoor” and “questiona-
ble” and “too much power in one place” are coming 
from that sector. And I think that is unfortunate be-
cause there are so many people, whether it be within 
the environmental aspect of government, whether it 
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be in the planning aspect of government and who deal 
with issues around land and government, they are 
committed to keeping this country healthy, balanced, 
and with a safe and natural environment for everyone, 
and managing development in a responsible way, 
providing environmental protections that follow a high 
standard. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, when it comes to 
this particular piece of legislation, we have looked at 
international standards to follow. The prescription that 
we are shaping around SDOs is following international 
best practice. We ourselves remember the comments 
of the Ombudsman back in 2012. I certainly remem-
ber, as I was in Government at the time. And I certain-
ly took stock of them. And what we are doing is con-
sistent with addressing the issues even raised by the 
Ombudsman.  

But as I outlined, attached with the UK’s own 
framework and with international convention, what we 
are doing and the prescriptive procedures and pro-
cesses that we will outline after this legislation is 
hopefully passed by the Legislature, will follow those 
same international guidelines, will be consistent with 
the international guidelines. Because we understand 
the sensitivities right now in where we are. This is one 
of the very differences from 2011. We are now in a 
different world, Mr. Speaker, where the issues of envi-
ronmental protection are as high as perhaps even 
human welfare and human health and education of 
our children and care of our seniors.  

Environmental protection is as high a priority. 
And especially for a community like ours, which is 
small, where the biodiversity is delicate, where im-
pacts in a small development compared to a larger 
country, can have bigger impacts amongst everyone. 

We as a Government take that seriously. And 
that is why we are balancing the highest of protections 
with providing efficiencies and flexibility, but also pub-
lic involvement, in the wider process of development. 
And more so because the development process of 
Bermuda in general is going to be more participatory 
with the public now than it has been in the past. And 
that, we believe, is the ultimate protection, that the 
public will have sight of what is happening around de-
velopments at the very technical level, and will have 
the ability to have their say in deciding where that de-
velopment goes, in their communities as well as with 
larger developments that are believed will be in the 
public interest. 

So, with that, Mr. Speaker, I do move that the 
Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You are in the Chair, sir. 
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 3:49 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole House for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Development and Planning 
Amendment Act 2021. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I seek your guidance. Would it be preferable 
for me to move all six clauses or go 1 through 3 and 4 
through 6? 
 
The Chairman: You may, if there are no objections, 
you may. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: All right. 
 Mr. Chairman, there is also a motion that I am 
also going to . . . and this may be where I will pause at 
clause 4. I believe that motion has been forwarded to 
your Chambers? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. Okay. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: An amendment to clause 5. 
 
The Chairman: Well, let us do clauses 1 through 3 
first and then we can do clause 4. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
That is why I seek your guidance because it gives me 
the right direction. Thank you very much. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. No problem. 
 Continue. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: All right, thank you. 
 The Bill seeks, Mr. Chairman, to amend the 
Development and Planning Act 1974 (“the principal 
Act”) to give the Minister the power during a national 
emergency to implement procedures to allow the Di-
rector of Planning to expedite the planning application 
and permission process, to provide for public consul-
tation of an environmental impact assessment for a 
proposed development prior to the making of a special 
development order, to provide for development orders 
to be made by the negative resolution procedure ra-
ther than the affirmative resolution procedure, to pro-
vide for the publication of procedures for emergency 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/f7e0b7ca9bb31a3155be6331702f20fd.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/f7e0b7ca9bb31a3155be6331702f20fd.pdf
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development orders and development orders, to pro-
vide for the designation of privately owned land as a 
protected conservation area on written agreement 
with the owner of the land and to include a list of the 
protected conservation areas and for related matters. 

Mr. Chairman, clause 1 provides for the title of 
the Bill. 

Clause 2 amends section 1 of the principal 
Act to provide the meaning of “protected conservation 
area” as an area of land that is privately owned and 
designated as a protected conservation area under 
the new section 25A. 

Clause 3, Mr. Chairman, inserts section 14A 
into the principal Act to provide for the making of an 
emergency development order during times of nation-
al emergency. The Minister, after consultation and 
consideration of such representations made by the 
Director of Planning, may provide for the publication of 
emergency procedures to be followed in the granting 
of planning permission for one year from the date an 
emergency development order comes into operation. 
An emergency development order will be subject to 
the negative resolution procedure. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 There appear to be no further speakers. 
 Minister, do you want to move clauses 1 
through 3? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I so move. 
 Okay, Mr. Chairman, I move that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to clauses 1 
through 3 being approved? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: There is an objection, Mr. 
Chairman, there is an objection to [new section 
14A](5) under clause 3. 
 
The Chairman: You fellows are slow.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: We are not approving. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Wait a minute. 
 Mr. Chairman, I thought we had moved the 
clauses. You had called for objections and— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: He asked us do we approve 
all of them and I am saying we do not approve all of 
them. 
 
The Chairman: No. I asked if you approve clauses 1 
through 3. 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Right. And I am in [clause] 
3, [new section 14A](5). 
 
The Chairman: Yes, okay, but nobody said anything. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [INAUDIBLE] Mr. Chair-
man, we are registering our disapproval of clause 3, 
which is [new section] 14A(5). We are just registering 
our disapproval. That is all. 

 
The Chairman: Yes, but the procedure, Mr. Opposi-
tion Leader, there were no speakers to clauses 1 
through 3.  
 When we move to have them approved, all 
right, they are approved. You are supposed . . . you 
did not speak against them. If you— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I know, but you are asking 
for the House’s approval, so I am just saying I am not 
going to approve it. 
 
The Chairman: Okay, all right. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Just that [clause] 3, [new 
section 14A](5). 
 
The Chairman: Okay, all right. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: [INAUDIBLE]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: You may proceed. 
 
The Chairman: Okay, thank you. 
 Continue. Clauses 1 through 3 have been 
approved over the objection of [new section 14A](5) 
[by] the Opposition. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Mr. Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I now will continue to read the clause-by-
clause description. 
 Clause 4 amends section 15 of the principal 
Act to provide that, before making a development or-
der, the Minister shall cause the conduct of public 
consultation of an environmental impact assessment 
of a proposed development with the Director of Plan-
ning and the Development Applications Board deter-
mining the manner of public consultation with a con-
sultation period of not less than 21 days. It also 
changes the procedure for making a development or-
der from the affirmative resolution procedure to the 
negative resolution procedure. 
 Clause 5, Mr. Chairman, inserts section 15A 
into the principal Act— 
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The Chairman: Minister, you are going a bit quick for 
me. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay, I am sorry. I will stop 
there. 
 
The Chairman: Let us deal with the amendment first. 
 Are there any speakers to the amendment? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I would. On 
[clause] 4, [subsection] (b). 
 
The Chairman: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Again, I would like to regis-
ter the Opposition’s objection to [clause] 4(b) “by de-
leting ‘affirmative’ and substituting ‘negative.’” 
 I am just registering our objection to that 
amendment. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Understood. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 Minister, do you want to move the amend-
ment? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I wish to move clause 4 as 
written, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, the . . . it has been moved that 
the amendment 4 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 Can I hear . . . can you signify by voice? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: What is the amendment, Mr. 
Chairman? 
 
The Chairman: You do not have the amendment, 
Honourable Member? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No, Mr. Chairman, I’m not sure 
anyone on our side has the amendment. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Well, okay, wait a minute. 
 Mr. Chairman, if you can advise me, the 
amendment that we submitted is in clause 5, not in 
clause 4.  
 
The Chairman: Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I was just moving . . . I was 
just describing clause 4, but our amendment that we 
submitted for consideration and we submitted to the 
House yesterday is in clause 5. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: We do not see the amend-
ment, sorry. 
 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: It was submitted to the Clerk 
of the House and for the Speaker yesterday. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
The Clerk: Mr. Chairman, we have an amendment to 
clause 6. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Chairman: Come on, you guys. 
 What is . . .  
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Chairman: Opposition Leader, do you have the 
amendment? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I do not have it, Mr. Chair-
man. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. 
 We found . . . I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, my 
mistake and I apologise for speaking in a misleading 
way. It was unintentional. It is actually an amendment 
to clause 6. I do apologise for my misdirection there— 
 
The Chairman: That is what I had down. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —and I apologise for mislead-
ing the House unintentionally. It is actually an 
amendment to clause 6. I am sorry. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Accepted. 
 
The Chairman: There you go. Okay, let us do clauses 
4 and 5 then. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. 
 I will now speak to the description of clause 5, 
I am sorry. 

Clause 5 inserts section 15A into the principal 
Act to provide that the Director of Planning shall pre-
pare and the Minister shall publish procedures for 
emergency development orders and development or-
ders and for such procedures to be subject to the 
negative resolution procedure. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers to clauses 4 
and 5? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
 Again, I would like to register the Opposition’s 
disapproval of the negative resolution in the proce-
dures and development orders. 
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The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 Minister, do you want to move clauses 4 and 
5? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. 
 Mr. Chairman, I wish to move clauses 4 and 5 
as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 4 and 
5 be approved as printed. 
 Any objections to that? 
 The Opposition has voiced their objections to 
clause 5, I think it is, and it is approved by the Gov-
ernment. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 4 and 5 passed.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: May I continue, Mr. Chair-
man? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, do you want to do your amend-
ment on [clause] 6? 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 6 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, at this juncture I would like to 
make the following motion that the Development and 
Planning Amendment Bill 2021 be amended as fol-
lows: 
 “In clause 6, in section 25A(2)(c) by deleting 
‘affirmative’ and substituting ‘negative.’” 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Why did you have to 
change that, Walter? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I do not [INAUDIBLE] 
change that [INAUDIBLE]. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [INAUDIBLE]  
 
The Chairman: Are there any speakers to the 
amendment? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The Opposition does not 
support the amendment. I think it is correct as written, 
Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. So you do not support the 
amendment. Okay.  
 Are there any further speakers to the amend-
ment? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: We register the objection. 
 

The Chairman: Okay. Minister, do you want to move 
that amendment? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I do move 
the amendment as printed.  
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clause 6 be 
approved as amended. 

Any objections? The Opposition has regis-
tered their objection to that.  

Any other objections? There appear to be 
none. 

Approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Amendment to clause 6 passed.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: So now I will go down to 
clauses 7 and 8, or do I— 
 
The Chairman: Continue with clauses 7 and 8. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, we have not spo-
ken to clause 6 yet. 
 
The Chairman: Oh. I’m sorry.  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I’m sorry. Yes. I will read the 
description for clause 6, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Clause 6 inserts Part IVA, 
sections 25A and 25B, into the principal Act to provide 
for the designation of protected conservation areas on 
privately owned land. On written agreement with the 
landowner, the Minister may publish an order in the 
Gazette to designate an area as a protected conser-
vation area with that order being subject to the nega-
tive resolution procedure. A list of the protected con-
servation areas will be provided in the new Fifth 
Schedule.  

The Minister may also make an order, on writ-
ten agreement with the landowner, to add, change or 
remove an area within a protected conservation area 
listed in the [new] Fifth Schedule. An order to add or 
change an area will be subject to the negative resolu-
tion procedure and an order to remove an area will be 
subject to the affirmative resolution procedure. A map 
of each area listed in the Fifth Schedule as protected 
conservation areas shall be prepared by the Minister 
and made accessible for public view at a named place 
during reasonable hours. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 
The Chairman: Any speakers to clause 6? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 



1764 16 July 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

The Chairman: Mr. Pearman, you have the floor.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Minister, clause 6 inserts new [section] 25A 
and on page 4 of the Bill you dealt with the amend-
ment at [section] 25A(2). My question relates to the 
subclause below that, [section] 25A(3). And as you 
just read in the explanation, where there is a removal 
of property or land, this is going to merit the affirma-
tive resolution procedure. But where there is merely a 
change in the land, in the area of the land at [section] 
25A(3)(b), this does not. And I would be grateful, 
Honourable Minister, if you can explain why the re-
moval merits one sort of parliamentary debate but the 
change merits another.  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you for the question. 
Well, I think— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Hello? 
 
The Chairman: Continue. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, may I speak or 
shall I hold?  
 
The Chairman: Yes, yes. Continue.  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: During the debate, we made 
it clear that the removal of any property from being 
protected will require the full parliamentary scrutiny. 
But the addition of that land to the protected, that new 
protected class, will only need the negative resolution 
subject to the agreement with the landholder. So the 
modification might be that maybe some contours or 
some aspects of the land wishes to be potentially 
modified or that will perhaps . . . but [if] it does not po-
tentially impact the integrity of the protection, that can 
be done by negative resolution. But anything that 
would substantially change the protection over all the 
land will be subject to parliamentary scrutiny.  

So a modification can be done very efficiently. 
It will clearly be done with the agreement of the land-
owner, whereas a significant removal of any portion of 
that land from protection will definitely require parlia-
mentary scrutiny. So it is ensuring that the overall pro-
tection of the land is ensured, whereas a minor modi-
fication or change, which would certainly be done with 
the support of the actual landholder, can be done very 
efficiently.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Question, just a question. I 
am referring to [section 25A](4)(a). So if the donor 
would like to change it from “arable” to “open spaces” 
that would be done through negative resolution?  
 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. I know you are refer-
ring to a “donor,” what do you mean by “donor”? Be-
cause— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [INAUDIBLE]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —the land is owned by a per-
son. They are not donating to anybody.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. Fine. Sorry.  
 So you have the privately held property . . . 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: The owner asks to change 
the classification from “arable” to “open spaces.” Does 
that apply here?  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No.  

Changes in zoning is a totally different area, 
Honourable Member. I appreciate your question, but 
the changing of zoning is a material change in the 
whole character of the land. And that would have a 
much heavier requirement and certainly [needs] to 
have a high level of scrutiny.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. I accept that. So you 
said that there were changes— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The process of zoning, just to 
add, as you know, is very thick. It is a part of the Ber-
muda plan process. So changes of zoning does not 
change, irrespective of the protections.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. So you said that this 
applies to various transactions. Can you give me the 
type of transaction this is referring to?  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I did not say “various transac-
tions.” But perhaps there was a minor addition of addi-
tional land that the owner wanted, or there is some 
aspect of the land that needs to be modified. And a 
minor modification that does not change the overall 
protection that has been given, that is where the 
negative resolution would be with the agreement of 
the landholder, not something done contrary to the 
wishes of the landholder.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: So zoning change, as every-
one knows, is a much more complex matter and is not 
the subject of these provisions.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. That is good enough 
for me. 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Chairman, I defer to the Op-
position Leader there, but I still have a question if I 
may? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, go ahead. 
 
The Chairman: Go ahead, Mr. Pearman.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Minister, the terms “adding,” “changing” and 
“removing” appear in [new section 25A] (3)(a), (3)(b), 
and (3)(c). Now, those are not, insofar as I can tell, 
defined terms in the primary Act. I have just looked in 
the primary Act. I may be wrong. It is a long Act. But I 
could not find them. Now, adding and removing, I can 
see how that is pretty sensible. We add; we remove. 
But I think you might agree with me that changing is 
more of a nebulous concept. And when you were ex-
plaining the answer to my previous question, the an-
swer to the Honourable Opposition Leader, you 
seemed to suggest that changing would mean a minor 
modification. Where and how have you concluded that 
a change is merely a minor modification? 
 
[Open microphone; crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. Honourable Member, I 
appreciate your question because we need to have 
clarity. For instance, maybe a shift in the boundary. A 
change may be a shift of the boundary. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Not changing the zoning or a 
change in some protection that would impact devel-
opment or imply a possible opportunity for develop-
ment. Once those lands are in protection, develop-
ment is prohibited. No exceptions. So, no change will 
impact the gravity or the strength of the protection be-
cause once those lands are in that protected class, 
you cannot develop on the land.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: But, Minister, given what you are 
trying to achieve here, and I commend what you are 
trying to achieve here, why wouldn’t they all be sub-
ject to the affirmative resolution procedure? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I think we have addressed 
that already, Mr. Chairman.  
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: No, I don’t think so, respectfully. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Well, I do, Mr. Chairman. I 
think we have adequately addressed it.  
 

The Chairman: But, Minister, there is no problem in 
giving an answer to that because we want clarity. 
There is no problem with asking the question— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Oh, I— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. I have no problem with 
the question. But all of those changes that are re-
ferred to in that clause will be done with the agree-
ment of the landholder. So, just as the putting in of 
these substantive holding with the agreement of the 
landholder, if the landholder comes to us with, Well, 
there is a boundary change which would have to be 
assessed will further complement the protection of the 
land, that is the sort of change that we would support 
being changed, because it supports the additional pro-
tection and integrity of the protection that has been 
given.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Let me ask a secondary 
question. So, if a private land owner extends [INAU-
DIBLE] where do the [INAUDIBLE] to? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I’m sorry. I did not hear the 
question properly. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: If the landholder extends 
the boundary of protection, will there be a [INAUDI-
BLE] to the [INAUDIBLE]? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. I am still having difficul-
ty hearing because there is background noise, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: The Honourable Member has asked 
that if there is a change in the boundary, meaning that 
the lot becomes larger, is there a stamp duty attached 
to that?  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: A stamp duty? No. No, no. 
Not for this. No. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. I just wanted clarity, 
that’s all. That is why I am asking. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No problem. Happy to answer 
the question as best I can. No problem.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am happy to an-
swer the questions, Mr. Chairman, as best I can. 
 
The Chairman: Any further comments? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Oh! And also, just an added 
point, Mr. Chairman, it has nothing to do with convey-
ance.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: Land use. Not conveyance.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: No further comments? 
 Minister, complete clauses 7 and 8 then. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Thank 
you for your obliging me and I am happy to have ex-
plained answers to those questions for the Opposition.  
 
The Chairman: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, clause 7 in-
serts the Fifth Schedule to the principal Act which will 
contain a list of protected conservation areas. 

Clause 8 provides a consequential amend-
ment to the Protected Species Act 2003 to make clear 
the distinction between an area designated as a pro-
tected conservation area under the principal Act and 
an area designated as a protected area for critical ter-
restrial or marine habitat for the protection of a speci-
fied protected species under the Protected Species 
Act 2003. 
 
The Chairman: And clause 9, yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And clause 9 provides that 
the Bill will come into operation on a day appointed by 
the Minister in the Gazette. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers to clauses 7, 8 
and 9? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister, do you want to move clause 6, as 
amended, and clauses 7 and 8? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I move 
clauses 7 and 8 as printed. 
 
The Chairman: And clause 9. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Clauses 7, 8 and 9 as printed. 
I am sorry. 
 
The Chairman: And clause 6 as amended. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, thank you for your guid-
ance, Mr. Chairman.  
 And clause 6 as amended. 
 
The Chairman: Any objections to the motion? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved.  
 
[Motion carried: Clause 6 passed as amended.]  

[Motion carried: Clauses 7 through 9 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Minister, you want to move the 
Schedules and then the preamble? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I move 
the Schedule and the preamble as printed. 
 
The Chairman: You have to do the Schedule first. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I’m sorry, Mr. Chairman. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I move that the preamble be 
approved.  
 
The Deputy Clerk: Mr. Chairman, you do not have to 
move the Schedule because the Schedule is a part of 
clause 7.  
 
The Chairman: Oh, okay. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Somner. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
Bill be reported to the House as amended.  
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as amended. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved.  
 The Bill will be reported to the House as 
amended. 
 
[Motion carried: The Development and Planning 
Amendment Act 2021 was considered by a Commit-
tee of the whole House and passed as amended.] 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 4:14 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Members, are there any objections to the De-
velopment and Planning Amendment Act 2021 being 
reported to the House as amended? 
 There are none. 
 The Bill has been reported as amended. 
 Thank you, Members.  
 We now move on to the next item on the Or-
der Paper today, which is the second reading of the 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) 
Amendment and Validation Act 2021 in the name of 
the Minister of Finance.  
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill entitled the Public Treasury (Administration 
and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021 
be now read a second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Any objections? 
 There are none. Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

PUBLIC TREASURY (ADMINISTRATION 
AND PAYMENTS) AMENDMENT 

AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment wishes this Honourable House to now give con-
sideration to the Bill entitled Public Treasury (Admin-
istration and Payments) Amendment and Validation 
Act 2021.  
 Mr. Speaker, on the 12th of March 2020, the 
World Health Organization categorised the COVID-19 
outbreak as a pandemic less than three months after 
first reporting an unusual cluster of severe pneumonia 
cases in China. It only hinted at a possible new dis-
ease. Cases and deaths have rapidly grown to over 
120,000 and 4,600, respectively. And little was known 
aside from evidence that large gatherings played a 
key role in the rapid spread of the virus. 
 Mr. Speaker, less than one week later on the 
18th of March 2020, the Bermuda Government an-
nounced that the first diagnosed case of COVID-19 
had been confirmed in Bermuda. Mr. Speaker, without 
any pharmaceutical agents known to be safe and ef-
fective against COVID-19, most governments around 
the world were left with no choice but to impose non-
pharmaceutical interventions to reduce transmission 
of the virus and mitigate risks to the public health. 
These included bans on public gatherings, mandatory 
stay-at-home policies, closures of schools and non-
essential businesses and in some cases, like Bermu-
da, restrictions or complete closures of borders. While 

these proved effective in reducing transmission, their 
impact on many economies has been severe. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned previously, the 
impact of the pandemic has been felt differently by 
individuals depending on their circumstances, most 
notably those without the ability to earn income work-
ing from home. No doubt, Mr. Speaker, the impact of 
this pandemic has been profound on all of us, but I 
ask the Members of this Honourable House to consid-
er the impact on individuals who were deprived of the 
ability to earn income to provide for their families.  

For many in Bermuda, in addition to dealing 
with actual or potential health challenges, they faced a 
struggle to even take care of their basic needs due to 
no or significantly reduced income. It was clear that 
the Government needed to provide financial assis-
tance to those individuals most impacted by re-
strictions on movement and thus their ability to pro-
vide for their families.  

The disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been experienced and felt by all, but in a manner that 
neither has been equitable nor balanced. The unem-
ployment benefit [UEB] programme represents this 
Government’s best effort to ensure that impact of the 
necessary public health imperatives to keep our col-
lective society safe was more balanced, especially for 
those who were forced to sacrifice their ability to earn 
income for the greater good of all.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Government therefore in 
very short order drafted regulations to provide an 
emergency temporary unemployment benefit, a first of 
any kind in Bermuda. Further as the fast-paced pan-
demic evolved and outbreaks occurred in Bermuda, 
the Government was committed to extend or reintro-
duce support as necessary which resulted in several 
amendments to the regulations to authorise pay-
ments.  
 Mr. Speaker, as I have already stated before 
this Honourable House, the demand for the unem-
ployment benefit was overwhelming and substantial 
as there were 10,000 applying for initial support and 
more than 6,500 reapplying for continued benefits un-
der various amended regulations. Because of the crit-
ical nature of ensuring that funding was provided to 
these vulnerable persons on a timely basis, initially at 
the onset of the first shelter-in-place order, there were 
instances in which there was insufficient time for the 
unemployment benefit applications to be completed 
within the full review and approval process prior to 
making payments in accordance with the unemploy-
ment benefit regulations.  
 Mr. Speaker, there is therefore a need to vali-
date any such payments made under any of the un-
employment benefit regulations to an eligible person 
without prior approval as required by the relevant un-
employment benefit regulations. During the initial 
UEB, the Department of Workforce Development for-
mally approved 3,300 applications, having vetted 
them in accordance with the regulations. During the 
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second phase of UEB, all 5,833 applications that have 
received benefits were fully vetted and approved in 
advance of payment. 
 Mr. Speaker, due to the fast-moving develop-
ments, including rapid changes of infection rates on 
the Island, it is necessary to also validate all instances 
in which extensions were made to the payment of the 
unemployment benefit. Some benefits were made pri-
or to the extension of their relative regulations due to 
timing differences between when amendments can be 
gazetted and when individuals were expecting and 
relying on their next benefit payment to help provide 
for their families. 
 From the 6th of January through the 23rd of 
March, 357 payments were made for a total of 
$516,065.90. Payments of $73,000 were made to in-
dividuals who were under mandatory medical quaran-
tine without pay from their employers. And 267 pay-
ments of $443,000 were made to individuals whose 
income was directly impacted by the restrictions on 
bars and on indoor dining.  
 Lastly, Mr. Speaker, there were other instanc-
es in which some recipients of unemployment benefits 
received more money than their legislated entitlement. 
In most cases, this was due to individuals or their em-
ployers not advising on a timely basis that they had 
returned to work as required under the regulations. 
Some recipients have already returned their funds, 
while others whether or not they were aware, have not 
and therefore still owe the government.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a moment to 
explain further how the overwhelming majority of 
these situations occurred by walking through an actual 
example. One individual was eligible for benefits be-
ginning on the 24th of March 2020, the effective date 
of the regulations, and ending of the 25th of May when 
they returned to work. This is a period of nine weeks, 
meaning, he or she was eligible for a total benefit of 
$4,500. However, Mr. Speaker, while he went back to 
work on the 25th of May, he did not inform the Gov-
ernment, contrary to the requirements in the regula-
tions, until late in June. Therefore, on the 10th of June, 
he was paid an additional biweekly payment of 
$1,000, which represents money he received while 
working and earning normal income while not inform-
ing the Government.  

This scenario represents the vast majority of 
funds outstanding. It is the Government’s intention to 
inform all individuals with outstanding balances of this 
nature and pursue the recovery of amounts directly 
from respective recipients. To this end the Ministry of 
Finance has formally commenced this recovery effort 
and sent emails to 2,075 individuals, which represents 
an aggregate of $2.6 million of the $3 million that is 
outstanding. While initial attempts will be pursued di-
rectly with the individuals, where appropriate and as 
needed, the Government will engage with employers 
in our efforts to return funds to the public purse. It 
should be noted that several individuals, and in a few 

instances companies on behalf of their employees, 
proactively returned funds they knew were more than 
the benefit entitlement in advance of the Govern-
ment’s formal recovery efforts. The expectation is that 
all individuals and all companies that are informed will 
follow these examples of responsible citizenship and 
swiftly return funds.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is important to reemphasise 
that the COVID-19 pandemic was not something most 
countries were sufficiently prepared for. When the 
Bermuda Government was faced with having to en-
sure that its citizens were able to support themselves 
and their families due to the financial impact of the 
public health measures, it was operating in a new ter-
ritory and without the luxury of time. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I have mentioned previously, 
it was a time when saving lives had to take prece-
dence over rigid adherence to rules of best practice 
for the greater good. Notwithstanding that predica-
ment, sufficient processes were followed and amend-
ed to ensure that the actions contemplated by this Bill 
are to validate eligible payments and to assist in the 
recovery of any amounts outstanding to the Govern-
ment.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I support the Minister’s introduc-
tion. The pandemic was catastrophic to this country, 
both from a health point of view and an economic 
point of view. Our economy virtually closed down. 
There was high unemployment. There was closure of 
a number of businesses. We have had businesses 
that had been around for centuries that have closed 
as a result of the pandemic. And that has left an eco-
nomic scar on this country that will last for years to 
come.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am very, very sympathetic to 
those people who lost jobs and came upon tough 
times economically. There are still a number of people 
in our community trying to recover from the challenges 
that we face economically and health-wise. At this 
juncture I take the view that if we have a healthy 
population, we will have a healthy economy. So what 
we are seeing now, Mr. Speaker, our COVID-19 num-
bers are down. There are very few people in the hos-
pital. And so our healthy population is on its way and 
hopefully with proper discipline within the community, 
we will see our COVID-19 numbers sustained at the 
current levels, which is very positive. Our economy, in 
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turn, will get the injection that it needs to move for-
ward.  
 The only comment that I would like to make 
on this issue is that I understand the dilemma. I un-
derstand that we were in a crisis situation, Mr. Speak-
er, and I understand that when we are talking about 
government money we are talking about the people’s 
money. The Minister indicated that they tried to put 
procedures and protocols in place so that there is 
proper accountability and governance for the people’s 
money. But events overtook him and he was not in a 
position to get those procedures in place and com-
pleted in time.  

I have seen where this Government has a 
habit of making decisions and not putting the proper 
protective protocols in place before the procedures 
are rolled out. And so all I am saying is that I know the 
horses have left the stable. Let this be a lesson to the 
Minister that when we have these support pro-
grammes, be they unemployment benefits, or provid-
ing economic support to our small businesses, that we 
really have the infrastructure in place before the pro-
grammes are rolled out because we have to be re-
sponsible when it comes to the people’s money. And 
we are accountable to them and we owe it to them to 
demonstrate that we are proper stewards of their as-
sets, the money that they pay to this government.  

And so my message there is: Going forward, 
let’s ensure that we have the operational procedures 
and the protocols in place before we publicly an-
nounce any type of support programme, because, as I 
said, you are talking about the people’s money, not 
the government’s money, not the PLP’s Cabinet mon-
ey. You are talking about the people’s money.  
 The only other comment that I would like to 
make . . . and the Minister was very, very clear in re-
gard to how he arrived in this situation. And he gave 
the example of how an employee who was on the 
benefits went back to work on May 24 and did not re-
port his return to work until June 10, and as a conse-
quence received an additional unemployment benefit 
payment.  
 My question to the Minister is: How is he go-
ing to manage those individuals who fall in this cate-
gory but are not able to repay the funds, who cannot 
afford to pay the funds? Are we going to write off this 
money? What protocols does he have in place to sup-
port these individuals who cannot repay the $2.2 mil-
lion which the Government intends to pursue in regard 
to this $3.5 million overpayment which was made by 
Government?  

When we last spoke the Minister indicated 
that 300 people have repaid approximately $500,000. 
Where are we today? How much have they recovered 
since our last sitting? 

Like I said, I am sympathetic to his cause and 
I understand the process. I understand how he found 
himself in that situation, but what is going to happen to 
those individuals who not in a position to repay the 

overpayment because they do not have the resources 
and they are still in rough times even though they may 
be working part time, even though they may be work-
ing at a reduced salary? So can the Minister provide 
comfort to those people on how he intends to help 
those people get out the dilemma in which they find 
themselves? 

And with those brief comments, Mr. Speaker, 
that is all I have. I look forward to hearing the Minis-
ter’s comments.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Opposition Leader. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 Any other Member? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Pearman, yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I’m just getting the video on. 
Hopefully it is on. Here we are. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. Thanks to 
the Honourable Minister for his clear and concise 
presentation of this Bill. We have actually had a Minis-
terial Statement on this Bill at the last sitting. There 
was a considerable question and answer, and we are 
grateful to the Honourable Minister for his clear and 
straight responses to those questions as posed. 
 I had just two questions that I wish to raise to 
the Honourable Minister and hopefully he will do the 
indulgences of addressing them. One is in fact the 
question that I note that the Opposition Leader has 
already raised, and that was of when we were here 
previously in this Honourable House. The Honourable 
Minister of Finance confirmed that $500 million [sic] 
(give or take) had been recovered and I was— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [It was] $500,000. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Sorry, $500,000. I slipped. 
 I am just curious how much more has been 
recovered since that Statement to the House two 
weeks ago.  
 Mr. Speaker, my second and final question to 
the Honourable Minister is this: As I understand it, the 
reason for these overpayments was that someone 
was out of work and he or she was gaining support 
financially and they went back to work and failed to 
notify the Government that they had gone back to 
work. And so it was that failure that caused continuing 
overpayments of some $3.5 million to have been paid.  

And the Minister in his Statement on this Bill 
refers to a set-off plan. And the idea, as I understand 
it, is that if any of those people are to claim money, 
the unemployment benefit, in the future, the overpay-
ment will be set off against any future claim. And my 
question for the Minister is this: I do not quite under-
stand how that is going to work because it seems to 
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me that anyone who owes an overpayment to the 
Government owes the overpayment to the Govern-
ment because they went back to work and are at 
work, and therefore the vast majority of them, unless 
they lose their jobs, there will be no set-off to be made 
because they will not be claiming in the future.  

So, if the Honourable Minister could just con-
firm whether I have understood that correctly or if I 
misunderstood that, because otherwise the set-off 
seems somewhat artificial and meaningless.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 Any other Member? 
 There appears to be none. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I would like to respond to some of the ques-
tions put forth by the Opposition Leader and others. I 
would just say, I want to be clear that this is not a de-
fensive comment but just one of reality.  

I do not think there is a person yet who we 
have found on the face of the earth who was able to 
predict to some degree of certainty that we were going 
to have a pandemic. And so I make no apologies for 
not knowing one was coming and not being prepared 
to know how to deal with one. As I said before, we 
had two days to stand up a programme to provide 
support to Bermudians who were going to be nega-
tively impacted by the shelter-in-place orders. I would 
say that objectively I think we did a very good job and 
I think the overwhelming majority of people of Bermu-
da, especially those who were recipients of funds at 
that time, would agree.  

I certainly accept the point that it is the peo-
ple’s money. Of course it is. And that is exactly why 
we are choosing to pursue recovering those funds 
because, as I said before, I am not clairvoyant. I am 
not sure when the next crisis may present itself. And 
inasmuch as there is money that is owed to the gov-
ernment, we should do our best to recover it. So we 
are working on that. 
 With respect to the question around how 
much additional funds have been collected, as I men-
tioned in the Ministerial Statement two weeks ago, 
half million dollars was returned voluntarily either from 
recipients and/or their employers. We have officially 
kicked off the formal effort now to recover the other 
monies (earlier this week) and so no additional 
amounts have been captured yet, although there have 
been a flurry of telephone calls to individuals who 
have been proactively reaching out to the Government 
to try to identify how much is owed so that they can 
get started on [getting] that process going.  

We will endeavour to provide some degree of 
flexibility, but people will have the opportunity to es-

tablish payment plans if they are unable to pay the full 
amounts by the dates that have been established in 
emails that most folks [INAUDIBLE] lead up to the 
course of the last few days. But it is our intention here 
not to besmirch people’s reputations, their characters, 
or create problems for them with credit. All we are try-
ing to do is recover in an orderly fashion the monies 
that they were not entitled to, and we will have some 
degree of accommodation and will work with people.  
 With respect to the question regarding the 
right to set off, it had been my hope to kind of have 
this legislation passed a whole lot sooner wherein we 
could have set off amounts owed against benefits that 
were paid over the course of the most recent wave of 
unemployment benefits. But inasmuch as we did not 
get it here on time, and there may be a need for set-
off in the future, it is a tool that we have in our quiver 
that we did not have before that inasmuch as there is 
a next time, we certainly can avail ourselves of it go-
ing forward. 
 With that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill be 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  
 Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

House in Committee at 4:38 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PUBLIC TREASURY (ADMINISTRATION 
AND PAYMENTS) AMENDMENT 

AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Public Treasury (Administration 
and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, the Bill 
seeks to amend the Public Treasury (Administration 
and Payments) Act 1969 [the “Act”] with respect to 
set-off; and to validate certain matters related to un-
employment benefits effective during the COVID-19 
pandemic that has presented an unusual disruption to 
the Bermuda economy. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to move clauses 1 
through 3. 
 
The Chairman: Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Clause 1 is self-
explanatory. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/88481a28079dae5274a2b6dac060891d.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/88481a28079dae5274a2b6dac060891d.pdf
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Clause 2 amends section 22A(1) of the Act to 
insert paragraph (b) to ensure that the provisions with 
respect to the right to set-off extend to sums paid for 
the purpose of assisting unemployed persons (“un-
employment benefit”). 

Clause 3 provides for validation of certain 
payments of unemployment benefits provided such 
payments could lawfully have been made in accord-
ance with the relevant Unemployment Benefit Regula-
tions prescribed under section 33 of the Act. This 
clause also preserves the right to recover funds, pre-
serves liability to prosecution and related matters. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 Minister, do you want to move those clauses 
for approval? 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I move that 
clauses 1 through 3 be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved.  
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to move that the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that preamble be 
approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved.  
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: I move that the Bill be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as print-
ed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Treasury (Administration 
and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and passed without amendment.] 
 
The Chairman: Mr. Speaker. 
 

House resumed at 4:41 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC TREASURY (ADMINISTRATION 
AND PAYMENTS) AMENDMENT 

AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Members, are there any objections to the 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) 
Amendment and Validation Act 2021 being reported to 
the House as printed? 
 No objections. 
 The Bill has been reported as printed. 
 Members, thank you for your contributions 
today. That brings us to the end of the items that are 
on the Order [Paper] today.  
 We will now ask the Ministers to do their third 
readings. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. May I con-
tinue, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes.  
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I move that Standing Order 
21 be suspended to enable me to move the Bill enti-
tled the Development and Planning Amendment Act 
2021 be now read a third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
Bill be now read a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and is now passed. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 Minister of Finance. 
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move the Bill entitled the Public Treasury (Administra-
tion and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 
2021 be now read a third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Continue, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PUBLIC TREASURY (ADMINISTRATION 
AND PAYMENTS) AMENDMENT 

AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now read a third time by its title only and 
passed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill has been read a third time by 
its title only and is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Treasury (Administration 
and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021 
was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members and Ministers. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I move that this 
Honourable House do now adjourn until Friday, July 
23. 
 
The Speaker: At 10:00 am? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, 10:00 am would be a good 
time. And I understand that the Deputy Speaker would 
like to say something. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Would any Member— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Maybe you can throw down the 
gavel again, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Well, it is in my hand. 
 Would any Member wish to make a comment 
on the motion to adjourn this evening? 
 Any Members? 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. Can you see me, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: I hear you; I do not see you yet. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Hold on. I am having prob-
lems with my video, Mr. Speaker. 
 Hold on. Can you see me? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: If he has problems, 
can I go, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Well, let the Deputy Speaker go right 
now. The Deputy Speaker seems to be ready. We can 
sort you out afterwards then. Okay? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Thank you, MP Famous. 
 
The Speaker: We can just get your camera adjusted, 
Deputy. We hear you loud and clear. 
 

BANK ACCOUNTS FOR SENIORS  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Okay. I am trying to 
get that going. 
 Mr. Speaker, over the last couple of weeks I 
have had complaints about some residents of Bermu-
da, particularly seniors, who have put those whom 
they can trust on their bank accounts for reasons that 
if they become incapacitated then funds will be avail-
able for that person to get and disperse for whatever 
has got to be paid. Now, they go to the bank and they 
do this procedure. But the problem, what has been 
happening, Mr. Speaker, is that if the person who they 
put on the account has, let’s say a mortgage with the 
bank, and they are in arrears, then the bank goes to 
that account and takes the money. And I am quite 
aware what the bank has in their mortgage agree-
ments with those who have a mortgage. But the prob-
lem is, Mr. Speaker, that they go into this account, 
with no knowledge by the senior who has put them on 
the account. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I think the bank and all 
these institutions have a duty to advise members, 
whether they be seniors or whoever, that if they put 
someone on their account, they should advise them of 
the consequences. They should not just be able to go 
and take these funds and the senior (in particular) 
finds out this has happened when they get a state-
ment—to their surprise. I would ask the banks to fix 
that immediately, because that is not the way busi-
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ness should be handled. They must advise anyone, 
seniors included, that if they were to put someone on 
their bank account for whatever reason, there can be 
some consequences.  

 
USE OF POLICEMEN’S BODY CAMERAS  

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, also, I 
was pleased to see that the Commissioner of Police 
won the case against a police officer for turning off (let 
me say) their camera. They have a different name for 
that. He won that case. So I am happy with Mr. Cor-
bishley, and I say that sincerely. The lesson, I guess, 
is that if you have got a camera, you leave it on. It ap-
pears it is illegal for the policeman to turn off their 
cameras.  

Now, let me say, on the other hand, with all 
due respect to the Commissioner (the Commissioner 
was not here when this happened), when they went to 
Dr. Brown’s office and raided his office, they (the po-
lice) disabled their cameras. This was illegal. And 
those policemen should have been dismissed for mis-
conduct.  

So you see we have these two sets of rules—
one for others, one for some (whatever you want to 
call it), but there are two sets of rules. There is nothing 
right with that. And again, the present Police Commis-
sioner was not here for that. But it cannot be right on 
one side of the street and wrong on the other side of 
the street. They must treat people all the same, with 
respect, and they cannot, should not, be allowed to 
come in anybody’s place . . . they broke into Dr. 
Brown’s office and disabled their cameras.  
 

EMANCIPATION DAY/MARY PRINCE DAY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Now, Mr. Speaker, 
July 29 of this year will be the celebration of Emanci-
pation Day, and July 30 will be Mary Prince Day. Mr. 
Speaker, I do not celebrate Emancipation Day. In fact, 
when I worked in the hotel industry, I worked both of 
the Cup Match days. And one of the reasons I worked 
those Cup Match days was because I felt that those 
days, public holidays, were the only days that I was 
paid what I was worth. In other words, thanks to my 
trade union, the Bermuda Industrial Union, if I worked 
eight hours, I got paid for 20 hours. So I always 
worked on Cup Match when I worked in the ranks, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to sincerely wel-
come the chief occupant of the largest house on 
Langton Hill to her first Emancipation Day in Bermuda, 
and Mary Prince Day the next day. I sincerely hope 
that she will come out past the beautiful Hamilton Par-
ish on her way to St. George’s and see St. George’s 
rescue the Cup from those other boys from up west. 
What a wonderful occasion that will be and she should 
witness that.  

 But, Mr. Speaker, when I think of “emancipa-
tion,” we know what emancipation means. I mean, the 
slavery was abolished in Bermuda on August 23, 
1833, and it became a fact on August 1, 1844. But as 
the word “emancipation” means freedom, we were not 
free. Black folks in particular were not free, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just prior to August 1, 1844, the 
establishment were going around Bermuda and 
preaching to former slaves (former slaves to be) about 
being subservient to the master and telling them that if 
they act up (and these are my words) those same 
people who gave them freedom will take it back from 
them. So, Mr. Speaker, we never had freedom. In fact, 
it was 125 years onwards in 1959, after days of pro-
test, that Blacks could go into theatres and sit where 
they chose.  

Mr. Speaker, when our Bermudians went 
away in World Wars I and II, they came back home 
and they couldn’t vote. Just imagine, Mr. Speaker, 
fighting for world peace and you go back home and 
you could not vote. Now, there were some who could 
vote if they had land, but that was subject to the scru-
tiny of the powers that be, because your land had to 
be worth a certain amount. And the only time that they 
had some freedom in voting was in 1968. They were 
free to vote. Of course, I think you had to be 25 or 21 
at that time.  
 And then, Mr. Speaker, all of these acts that I 
am explaining already, and which I will explain some 
more, were condoned and sanctioned by the chief 
occupant of the largest house on Langton Hill who 
reported at that time to, I think it was White Hall, now 
they call it the FCO [Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice] because you know the Governor at that time sat 
in the Legislature.  

Then in 1920 they enacted what they called 
the Development Act and took land from people in 
Tucker’s Town and they set the rate at what these 
folks would get. And they have done this to people 
who, in the definition of the word “emancipation,” were 
supposed to be free. But there were not. And then 
they would not pay them the wages they requested. In 
fact, in 1944, when the Americans came here to con-
struct the bases, they paid everybody the same 
amount. But when the powers that be in the country 
found out, the Labour Board enacted policy that You 
don’t pay Black Bermudians the same as whites. And 
so Black’s wages were frozen while the workers from 
overseas and white workers got three increases. Not 
only that, they got cost of living and everything else. 
And eventually that is what started the BWA [Bermuda 
Workers Association] and then it eventually became 
the BIU [Bermuda Industrial Union]. 

And then under this emancipation where you 
were supposed to be free, they jailed Reverend Monk. 
Why did they jail Reverend Monk? Because, via his 
newspaper, he was reporting about the atrocities on 
the worksite. And they trumped up this charge of lia-
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ble. And no matter who Reverend Monk would have 
brought in, because he did bring in a lawyer (and he 
died the night before the trial), they were going to jail 
him. And they did, Mr. Speaker!  

Reverend Monk was pastor of one of the AME 
churches, he served a few of the AME churches in 
Bermuda. And he had Reverend Tobitt, another AME 
minister who, because of his involvement, because he 
became the President of the Bermuda Union of 
Teachers (Bermuda’s first union), and he got involved 
with the international trade union movement and Mar-
cus Garvey, they forced him off Island. This is all un-
der emancipation where we were supposed to be free. 
All endorsed, condoned and approved by the chief 
occupant of Langton Hill.  

And then monies even in the 1930s, monies 
to go build our schools, and they gave money to five 
schools. One Black school, Berkeley. Even though 
Blacks were two-thirds of the school population, 
Berkeley was awarded only 18 per cent and they gave 
Saltus, Whitney, Warwick Academy, Bermuda High 
School, the rest.  

And then, Mr. Speaker, on November 9, 1998, 
after the PLP won the election, prior to them winning 
the election if you read any of the auditor’s reports, 
you would have seen new language that they started 
to use when the Progressive Labour Party took power. 
When the Progressive Labour Party took party in 
1998, after that the auditor’s reports started using 
words such as “maladministration,” “fraud,” “cor-
rupt,”—every adjective you can find. But we never 
found those words for the previous UBP Government, 
Mr. Speaker.  

In his 1998 report, Mr. Speaker, he reported 
that $16.3 million was not collected because law firms 
devalued assets so that they could pay less duty (or 
tax) to the Government. Those actions did not warrant 
one adjective in his report to describe that action, Mr. 
Speaker. And many other things that happened . . . 
never, never . . . if you look in those books, you would 
have never seen such words. But when it came to the 
Progressive Labour Party it was a different story.  

In fact, Mr. Speaker, if you [allow me], I would 
like to just read something that one of my younger 
colleagues released this week. If you do not mind, Mr. 
Speaker, it is only a few words.  

 
The Speaker: Go ahead, Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

He was talking about somebody, “This clearly 
is a sign that there continues to be a divide in our 
community where the historically disadvantaged are 
seen as corrupt and the historically privileged are 
seen as deserving.” That is what he wrote. A young 
Member seeing that already. That is how they treat 
us, all under emancipation. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, if you look at our prison 
population. Mr. Speaker, I still cannot figure this out. 
Why is our prison population 98 per cent Black? Why, 
Mr. Speaker? You know, I saw a report on television, I 
think it was last week where they said that Blacks and 
whites use the same amount of marijuana, propor-
tionately. But Blacks were six times more likely to be 
charged, investigated and jailed before whites.  

In Bermuda I guess it is nine times out of ten 
Blacks will be investigated and jailed before whites. 
And consequently our prisons are full with Black men, 
in particular, and a few Black women.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to ask the chief oc-
cupant of Langton Hill, the largest house on Langton 
Hill, to take the chains off Dr. Brown, off of Zane De 
Silva, and off of Zane’s daughter Zara, take those 
chains off them. Let’s get true emancipation. Investi-
gate why Blacks are investigated and jailed and 
whites are not. Investigate the income disparity that 
still exists in Bermuda today. This has gone on for 
hundreds of years, Mr. Speaker. So I am asking those 
folks . . . not those folks, I’m sorry, our first female, our 
first Black chief occupant of Langton Hill, that large 
house on Langton Hill, to let’s have true emancipation. 
Let’s have true freedom in this country for Blacks. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I close I would like to just 
congratulate Rashida Godwin, Maxine Esdaille, 
Shirley Pearman, Charles Jeffers and Dr. Michael 
Bradshaw on doing tours and giving the history of 
emancipation to those who are interested. This has 
been offered by the Ministry of Youth, Culture and 
Sport under the honourable leadership of the Honour-
able [Senator] Ernest Peets. So we want to thank 
them. 

Because I will not be able to talk next week in 
this capacity, I want to thank St. George’s in advance 
for winning the Cup and thank Somerset for participat-
ing.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I just hope they look 
nice and smart as they always do. And do not take the 
licking too serious. You know, it’s time. The carpentry 
work has been completed at St. George’s Cricket Club 
and there is now room for the trophy. So that cabinet 
will be decorated with the trophy come July 30. And I 
thank you, Mr. Speaker, for supporting St. George’s in 
your capacity of Speaker of the House. Thank you. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. Deputy, I believe 
you had a good line and length until you got there. I 
think you missed the wicket there at the end. 
 
[Laughter]  
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The Speaker: Would any other Member like to make 
a contribution at this time? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, sir. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I will defer to my colleague, 
Mr. Famous. He was in line. I thought he left the meet-
ing. I will defer. 
 
The Speaker: I could not recognise him by what he 
had on his face. I was not sure who he was that time. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Now that I see him I think I 
will have to rescind my offer.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: MP Famous, your colleague gave way 
to you before he noticed what you were wearing. So 
you have 20 minutes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you, colleague. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my opening 
bat— 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: The Member of Parliament is 
improperly dressed for Parliament and needs to re-
move his mask.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, I concur that he is 
improperly dressed.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. I think you need to adjust your . . . 
there you go. Now we can allow you to speak. How is 
that? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Well, do you see my light 
blue shirt and my dark blue jacket, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: We are still trying to get the colour ad-
justed here. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT FOCUSED AND UNITEDLY 
TACKLING THE ISSUES 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I want to thank my opening 
bat, the prolific batter from Harris’ Bay, transplanted to 
Bailey’s Bay when appropriate, the Bishop, because 
he said in his closing argument everything I want to 
say so there is no need for me to repeat that, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, it has been a long time since I 
have been able to call your name. Mr. Speaker, are 
you familiar with English literature?  
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: There is a gentleman 
called Charles Dickens. According to history, he wrote 
quite a few books. But we never know. There were a 
lot of ghostwriters around at that time. But according 
to history there is a saying from Charles Dickens, 
credited to Charles Dickens that said, “It was the best 
of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness . . . .”  
 Mr. Speaker, four years ago this week, two 
days from today, the people of Bermuda in record 
numbers (I may add) went to the polls and duly elect-
ed the PLP Government, 24-12. Let me repeat: 24-12. 
One year ago, give or take, they went back to the 
polls and they re-elected the PLP Government with 
five extra seats. Mr. Speaker, I am no statistics guy. I 
will leave that to persons such as the Honourable Min-
ister Jason Hayward and the Honourable Finance 
Minister. According to those numbers it seems as if 
the people of Bermuda—all people of Bermuda—have 
increased their faith in us. Why is that, Mr. Speaker? 

In 2017, we were faced with a number of chal-
lenges—challenges with our schools, grass not get-
ting cut, no Wi-Fi in school, teachers not being able to 
do this, that and the other. The Honourable Diallo Ra-
bain was given a mandate to get on the job. There 
have been bumps along the road. Some things need 
to be adjusted, but we have tackled head-on the need 
to reform our education system. Under the steward-
ship initially of the Honourable Premier David Burt as 
Finance Minister, he tackled head-on the need to trim 
our deficit. In June 2018, we went from 24 seats to 25 
seats. Subsequent to that, the Honourable Curtis 
Dickinson became the Finance Minister. And he tack-
led head-on and continued trimming our deficit, show-
ing that this PLP Government is about economic re-
form without cutting the civil service.  

Mr. Speaker, under my cousin, the Honoura-
ble Wayne Caines, he and others (notably my other 
cousin, Reverend Leroy Bean) tackled head-on the 
issue of the challenges with our young men. He was 
out there night and day. And for one year, Mr. Speak-
er, we actually had zero gun murders. That was a 
proud moment, not just for Minister Caines, but for all 
of us in Bermuda. So much so that the then Premier 
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of the Turks and Caicos Islands, Honourable Sharlene 
Cartwright-Robinson, came to Bermuda to find out 
what we were doing because they needed to tackle 
these problems in Turks and Caicos Islands, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, in 2018, we were faced with an 
Order in Council by our colonial masters that we 
must—we must—surrender our public registers of 
beneficial ownership and we must do all of these other 
things. And as one of the leading Governments in the 
Overseas Territories we stood up and said, No, we 
are not. We are not allowing foreigners to vote in our 
elections. We are not allowing you to change our 
morals and we are not surrendering our public benefi-
cial ownership registers just through an Order in 
Council, not until it becomes a global standard.  

You see, Mr. Speaker, the people went back 
to the polls in 2020 because they saw that we are a 
party that does not shirk from what we have to do. 
Yes, we make mistakes along the way, or mistakes 
are made along the way, but on the road to righteous-
ness you must come across sinners now and then 
(according to “Bishop” Burgess).  

You see, Mr. Speaker (as you know, you were 
once in our caucus so you know), on Wednesday, do 
not set a time that you are coming home because 
caucus will get hot because we will debate things in-
ternally before it reaches Friday. And that is tradition; I 
can assure you that this tradition has continued. Why? 
Because we are not a party of homogeneous thinkers. 
We do not all think alike. We do not all see things 
alike. We do not all agree on everything. But what we 
do agree on is that we are here to represent all people 
of Bermuda. Those who voted for us, those who didn’t 
vote us, and those who are upset with us and say that 
they are not going to vote for us again. We have to 
have a broad church of opinion, Mr. Speaker. But ei-
ther way, at the end of the day, we have to get things 
done.  

The Honourable Finance Minister brought a 
Bill to the table earlier. So the fact of the matter is that 
some people got overpaid. But in some countries, the 
people never got paid. They got $1,000 [as] a one-
time payment. Their governments told them, That’s it. 
You’ve got to figure out on your own how you are go-
ing to survive. You see, Mr. Speaker, 18 months ago 
we were on track with increased jobs, increased busi-
ness openings, increased tourism and then along 
came COVID-19. A word most of us never even heard 
of before. I remember the last day we sat in your 
Honourable House where you are now, Mr. Speaker, 
and in the Upper Room, the Common Room, as the 
Honourable Opposition Leader states, we watched the 
WHO [World Health Organization] director from Ethio-
pia, declare that this was a worldwide pandemic. 

I remember looking at the Honourable Fi-
nance Minister and saying, What does this mean for 
us, Minister? I saw a look on his face and he said, 

This means we have to get tougher and we have to 
protect our people. 

I asked, What does this mean? to the Health 
Minister. The Honourable Kim Wilson said, We have 
to save lives, Chris.  

So what did we do? We shifted gears and fo-
cused on preserving the health of our people. We fo-
cused on preserving our economy the best that we 
could. We focused on providing funds for our people 
who were out of work due to no fault of their own. We 
focused on how a small country like ours could sur-
vive a global pandemic. Everyone was in lockdown. 
Everyone was [saying], What is going on? WhatsApp 
was going off left, right and centre. How can I get 
food? How can I get this? So, not just as a Govern-
ment, but as a party we worked together with our 
western branches under the organiser of Tulani Bul-
ford, who helped organise food for people who did not 
have food. Under the Warwick branches Honourable 
Tyrrell, Honourable Lawrence Scott and others 
worked together to make sure the people of Warwick 
were fed.  

In town, the Deputy Premier and the Honour-
able Michael Weeks worked together to make sure 
the town people were fed. In Devonshire, Honourable 
Minister Diallo Rabain, then Senator Vance Campbell 
and others worked together to make sure that Devon-
shire people were fed. Down in the east, Mr. Speaker, 
the St. George’s batting team led by the Honourable 
Renee Ming, her batting partner the Honourable Kim 
Swan, and her batting partner the Honourable Lovitta 
Foggo made sure that the people of St. George’s and 
St. David’s Island were fed.  

You see, we do not operate just as a Gov-
ernment, we are a party. And more than a party, we 
are a family. Yes, we have our squabbles now and 
then, Mr. Speaker, but the one thing is: We are a fami-
ly and we survive. We did that for over one year. We 
helped to stabilise our COVID-19 numbers, we helped 
to reopen businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, we had a hiccup in March where 
unfortunately we lost lives. And hopefully this is a les-
son learned for all Bermudians that all it takes is (I 
don’t want to say careless) but let’s say a few unwit-
ting people to cause an outbreak. Mr. Speaker, we 
have to move on. We can’t forget that we are still in a 
pandemic. But we still have to carry out the mandate 
under which we were voted in in 2017, and again in 
2020. So let me get a little bit more granular, Mr. 
Speaker. Due to the vast majority, let me say 99.9 per 
cent, of Bermudians and Bermuda residents following 
the guidelines we were able, one week ago, to move 
off of the CDC Level 4 list to where we are now, on 
the CDC Level 1 list, which means to say that is the 
safest list possible. So when tourists are looking for 
places to go, and they look up who is on CDC 1, Ber-
muda (alphabetically) should be on top of that list. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, due to the vast majority 
of Bermudians following guidelines, we have moved 
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off of the UK’s amber list to the UK’s green list. So 
those coming from Europe can look and say, Hey, 
Bermuda’s on the green list. Mr. Speaker, what is the 
net result? Due to the hard work of the Minister of 
Tourism, the Honourable David E. Burt and the Minis-
ter of Transport, Honourable Lawrence Scott, our air-
planes coming in are now full. Go down to Perot Post 
Office any given day and you will see how full our 
planes are. Our taxi drivers who are making less than 
$20 a day, up until a few months ago, are now busy 
again. Ask me how I know, Mr. Speaker. I had to wait 
almost an hour for a taxi the other day, and I live in 
Devonshire. That is how I know things are percolating 
again. Our hotels are filling up. Those who have 
Airbnb, the middle-class Bermudians, are now seeing 
bookings again. If I go to a restaurant, they are going 
to ask me, Do you have a reservation? 

Mr. Speaker, while other countries unfortu-
nately have to put in curfews and look at lockdown 
measures, we are pressing ahead. So when I see 
people, whether they were elected or unelected say, 
Hey, we need to open up! And you ask them, Well, 
what is closed? Nothing is closed, Mr. Speaker. Eve-
rything is open! The only thing that is closed or con-
trolled is at our borders.  

Mr. Speaker, in our neighbour to the west, 
America, the COVID-19 Delta variant is raging. Be-
cause, why? They have no controls at their border. 
They simply have a negative test, come in, and that’s 
it! I heard MP Dunkley say that this is what we should 
do. How is that working out in America, Mr. Speaker? 
Their numbers are going up. Our numbers are going 
down.  

Mr. Speaker, we also now have cruise ships 
coming into our harbours. We are doing homeporting, 
something that most of us have never heard of before. 
That is through the work of the Tourism Minister, 
Transport Minister . . . and let me say, the Transport 
Minister is ably helped by a team at his headquarters. 
He should name those ladies every week [when] we 
count our tourism numbers because they work hard 
under PS Jasmin Smith. They worked hard to put our 
homeporting programme together. There were hic-
cups along the way. But, Mr. Speaker, almost every 
day there is a cruise ship out in town or in Dockyard. 
There is more foot traffic in St. George’s than ever 
before. Again, a hiccup, but it is going to be sorted 
out. Not only that, Mr. Speaker, the Viking line has 
said they want to sign up for more time because it is a 
success. There are other cruise lines that are saying 
that they want to come here, Mr. Speaker.  

But let me move on, Mr. Speaker. You heard 
earlier today from the Honourable Minister Colonel 
David Burch about the infrastructure stimulus pro-
gramme. The steps at Elbow Beach are fixed now, or 
are being fixed. There is a wastewater project down at 
the east that is underway. Just yesterday they opened 
up the new world-class MDR Laboratory [Molecular 
Diagnostic and Research] where we are now able to 

take samples of Bermudians and have results in six 
hours. In America you have to wait 48 hours for re-
sults at times. Our MDR Laboratory, headed by our 
Bermudian princess, Dr. Carika Weldon, is so well-
renowned that other countries are now sending sam-
ples here, Mr. Speaker. But the critics will not tell you 
that. They won’t tell us that. Mr. Speaker, there are so 
many other things. We have increased our ties with 
our Caribbean neighbours. We have provided more 
training for our young people. 

But let me end here, Mr. Speaker. Let me go 
back. It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was age of foolish-
ness. Mr. Speaker, the entire country has borne wit-
ness to some foolishness this week. I will not get into 
any specifics, but let us just say fraudsters expose 
themselves. It does not take a government to expose 
a fraudster. Mr. Speaker, rules are in place, regula-
tions are in place, because we have to keep our coun-
try safe. No one wants to go back to finding out two 
people died last night, this place is shut down, you 
cannot go to a restaurant, you cannot go to your bar-
ber shop—no one wants to live that way! So we have 
to accept the reality that COVID-19 is here. We have 
to live with COVID-19 and live with regulations. Not 
because the Government is a dictatorship, but we are 
trying to keep our ship floating.  

Mr. Speaker, four years ago when we got vot-
ed in, no one could have predicted what we are deal-
ing with now. No one! For anyone to say that the last 
four years have been easy will be totally dishonest. As 
a people and as a Government, we have been chal-
lenged. We have been congratulated. We have been 
thanked. We have been booed. We have agreed; we 
have disagreed. But guess what, Mr. Speaker?  
 
The Speaker: You have about a minute . . . about 56 
seconds. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Through it all, Mr. Speak-
er, we have stood firm. So I say to my brothers, PLP, 
all the way! United we stand, divided we fall. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP.  
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker, again. 
 
The Speaker: MP Simmons. Would you like to take 
your 20 minutes now, sir? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I won’t take that long, sir. 
 
The Speaker: You have your 20 minutes. Go ahead. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT SEEKING TO CHANGE THE 
MIND-SET AND TRANSFORM BERMUDA 
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Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
out of a sense of obligation to the people who elected 
me. I rise today out of a sense of obligation to my per-
sonal morals, spiritual, and ideological imperatives. 
And I rise today out of a sense of obligation to the 
ideals, beliefs and philosophy of my party, the Pro-
gressive Labour Party. Ideals such as those articulat-
ed in our very first election platform: equitable taxa-
tion, an end to racial discrimination, economic parity 
and welfare programmes, as well as housing, educa-
tional and electoral reform.  

Four years ago this Sunday, Mr. Speaker, we 
were blessed—we were blessed—with an opportunity 
to govern this beautiful land. Elected by a people who 
believed we had been humbled by our time in the wil-
derness of Opposition and were willing to give us, not 
only another chance, a big chance. 

The ideals of our founders from so long ago 
still resonated. The value and the ideal of breaking 
down the Two Bermudas, resonated. But like our 
founders, like all of our political forebearers in the 
Progressive Labour Party before us, we who believe 
in the elevation of the condition of the small man are 
offended by and forced to contend with a certain 
mind-set. A mind-set that adheres and listens to the 
cries of non-Bermudians wanting to buy a piece of the 
rock but is deaf and whose hearts have been hard-
ened against the cries of our own born and bred Ber-
mudians struggling to find a decent, affordable place 
to lay their heads.  

A mind-set that hears and listens to the cries 
of foreign investors for tax relief and benefits but is 
deaf and whose hearts have been hardened against 
easing the burden in real and transformative terms for 
those who cannot afford to make ends meet in their 
own country. A mind-set that hears the cries of those 
who want to grow Bermuda’s population but is deaf 
and whose hearts have been hardened against the 
cries of those who are pleading for more to be done to 
give our own Bermudian people the hope and the 
means just to stay here. And who are also deaf, Mr. 
Speaker, and whose hearts have been hardened 
against those crying for a plan to bring back Bermudi-
ans forced to leave our home for a better life and bet-
ter opportunity.  

A mind-set that has no problem contemplating 
term limits on Government assistance for the poor and 
working poor and the introduction of budgeting clas-
ses for those on financial assistance, but has no issue 
with allowing financial assistance in the form of tax 
and other concessions for businesses to roll over into 
perpetuity with no demand that they learn how to be-
come better managers and custodians of their own 
finances. A mind-set that hears the cries of those who 
say, Lock up the criminal, but are deaf to the cries of 
the worker whose employer steals from them, pocket-
ing money that is supposed to go towards the health 
insurance or pension.  

A mind-set that either defends, makes excus-
es for, or is impotent when it comes to those who 
price-gouge us and only grudgingly employ us, yet 
whose hearts have still been hardened by those who 
are demanding action. A mind-set that causes deci-
sions that disproportionately and negatively impact the 
poor, the working class, and Black Bermudians tough, 
when in reality it is simply business as usual. A mind-
set that says that the ends justify the means and that 
believes that deception, intimidation and arrogance 
are acceptable. 

Like me, so many of my constituents have ex-
pressed their disgust, their dismay, and their desire to 
see this mind-set caught, conquered and defeated. 
Like me, they believe, and they have told me, that for 
too long the mind-set that I have spoken of has domi-
nated the narrative, dominated the approach, domi-
nated Bermuda and dominated an economy that has 
left too many Bermudians behind.  

Our people want to see that mind-set defeat-
ed, conquered and wiped away. They want to see a 
change to one that recognises that the struggling 
Bermudian needs, deserves, and are entitled to the 
same respect, the same attention, and the same 
sense of urgency that the elite, the rich, the privileged 
and the non-Bermudian receive. They want to see a 
change of mind-set. Away from a mind-set that for too 
long has looked down upon the poor and the strug-
gling Bermudian and sought to either blame them for 
their condition or assumed they had committed some 
sin for which they were being punished. They want to 
see a change of mind-set.  

When I and my constituents see aspects of 
the Government’s economic plan that we debated ear-
lier this month, they and I still feel hope, but we need 
more. And our people deserve more than hope. Today 
many of our youth see Bermuda, Inc. as a broken and 
failed model and are speaking out about how they 
want better for themselves and their children. Today 
we see groups emerging that view Bermuda, Inc. as a 
failed and broken model and are starting to push ide-
as and suggestions that are in direct line with the orig-
inal ideals of the Bermuda Progressive Labour Party: 
equitable taxation, an end to racial discrimination, 
economic parity and welfare programmes, as well as 
housing, educational and electoral reform. Ideas 
emerging from this changed mind-set are growing. 
Ideas which were once considered radical and un-
thinkable are becoming rational and urgent.  

We can elevate the poor out of poverty. We 
can stop the prison revolving door and we can take 
broken men and women and make them whole. We 
can invest in our people and give the support they 
need to get off the wall, to get trained, to get hired, to 
get promoted and, yes, even to get their own busi-
ness. We can transform Bermuda into an even greater 
land of opportunity and bring our people home to 
work, live and flourish. All it will take is the defeat of 
and a change from a certain mind-set. 
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 Any other Member? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I guess . . . am I ready to close? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: MP . . . I hear . . . MP— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. I think my microphone is unmuted and my 
video should be recording now.  
 
The Speaker: MP Dunkley.  
 

BERMUDA TRAVEL AUTHORISATION FORM  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, good evening to you and col-
leagues.  
 I appreciate the opportunity to speak on the 
motion to adjourn tonight, Mr. Speaker, after listening 
very assiduously to Members who spoke before me. I 
speak because I am going to voice for the voiceless 
tonight some dissatisfaction, concern, angst, and frus-
tration amongst many Bermudians with the recent 
handling of Government in some regards to COVID-
19. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been urged to speak by 
individuals who are quite frustrated at some of the 
things that have gone on recently. And I am happy to 
speak because I feel the frustration and I understand 
the frustration.  

Now, before I get into the crux of what I want 
to say, Mr. Speaker, let me state unequivocally and 
forcefully that I fully support the Government in pro-
tecting the safety and security of all Bermudians and 
our residents. I fully support the Government in pro-
tecting our borders. However, Mr. Speaker, I believe 
on occasion Government has, in my opinion, lost its 
way or become tone-deaf to some extent. Let me give 
some examples of that.  

A couple of weeks ago, I believe it was on 
June 20, the restrictions changed. And that meant that 
two main things took place at that time, Mr. Speaker. 
Well, I guess you could say three things because the 
country opened up to a great extent—that was posi-
tive. But there were two other things that had an im-
pact on some of our ways of life as Bermudians and 
residents. One, there was a mandatory quarantine for 
travellers who came back and were not vaccinated. 
And secondly, the Travel Authorisation Form was 
changed.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have spoken publicly 
about both of those issues and I wanted to bring them 
up again tonight in the motion to adjourn for the sim-
ple reason that I believe there is a better way. I have 
been besieged by people sending me messages 
about the Travel Authorisation Form. And Mr. Speak-
er, if you will allow me, I would just read one of those 
communications that came to me by email on July 2.  

 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, this is from a 
long-time visitor to Bermuda and his wife who have 
travelled from their home in California to Bermuda 
every year, sometimes a couple of times a year, just 
because they love the Island that we call home.  

This gentleman said, “Good for you, Mr. 
Dunkley, for urging that the unwieldy Travel Authorisa-
tion [TA] either be dropped or totally revised. We our-
selves were victims of it on June 20 when we were at 
the start of our journey from California to Bermuda. 
The TAs did arrive but not until hours outside of our 
time to leave for the airport even though we had sub-
mitted the applications two days earlier. We had to 
cancel the trip. During the last 24 hours before the 
departure we frantically tried to get resolution through 
emails and the useless hotline to no avail. We sin-
cerely hope there will be a change because we are 
longing to return to Bermuda.” [UNVERIFIED QUOTE] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me also add very quick-
ly here that I am sure that all of us support the work of 
everyone who is involved in any way trying to make 
Bermuda a better place through this pandemic, and all 
of those who work on the frontline. But clearly, Mr. 
Speaker, with the changes to the TA we had some 
problems that were not foreseen and those problems 
still exist. When somebody submits a form two days 
before they travel and tries frantically to call 24 hours 
before they travel to get it sorted out, and they can’t, 
and they have to cancel their trip, that tells you that 
this is a serious problem.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, we know that the problems 
are deeper than that because there are many individ-
uals who published their challenges on social media. 
Even Members of the House were seen on social me-
dia in a very difficult position in front of airline check-in 
agents at an overseas airport. Now, I understand, in 
my view, that there probably be at least two reasons 
why there are more challenges with the Travel Author-
isation Form [TAF]. First and foremost, they have 
probably been inundated with an alarming increase in 
the number of people filling out a form once the Island 
opened up. And I think that even though Government 
has not given information out about the number of 
applications recently for the TAF, it is clear by the 
amount of testing that has taken place that more peo-
ple are coming to the Island. So, obviously, with more 
applications in place, and I would suggest there were 
probably close to 1,000 a day at the present time with 
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the airport and the flights we have and people travel-
ling, there is going to be a difficulty for that team to 
deal with those. Now, Mr. Speaker, if there is a diffi-
culty for that team to reply to TAF applications and 
people are calling in on the hotline, then we have a 
serious situation that needs to be taken a look at. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have been told stories about 
people who have called the hotline and have waited 
for over an hour, only to be cut off. I have been told 
stories of people who started at number 89 waiting in 
line and get down to number 9 and they get cut off. It 
goes on and on, Mr. Speaker. So, Mr. Speaker, if we 
want Bermuda to recover somewhat from the pan-
demic, if we want Bermuda to be able to be open for 
business, if we want those who have been out of work 
or underemployed for the last 15, 16, 17 months, if we 
want to bring hospitality back, which is so important to 
our community, we need to make sure we can get this 
right.  
 And the other thing about the TAF, Mr. 
Speaker, is that it has become more complicated to fill 
out. And that has been told to be by a number of peo-
ple. And I have actually travelled in the interim and I 
have seen the changes from the original form. You 
have to pay attention to it more, Mr. Speaker. There is 
more detail in it, Mr. Speaker, and that is causing 
some concern. Even seniors, Mr. Speaker, have 
reached out to me in their concern about having to go 
away and being able to fill the form out, especially on 
the phone when they are coming back and the screen 
is not as big as they would normally have on a home 
computer. So, Mr. Speaker, there have been some 
real challenges there and I would ask that the Gov-
ernment address those to make that system more ef-
ficient. If you have a hotline, let’s make sure that it is a 
hotline and not a “dead” line. 
 

COVID-19 MANDATORY QUARANTINE DOUBLE 
STANDARDS 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, another is-
sue that has really concerned Bermuda is one of dou-
ble standards. Through the shelter at home many 
Bermudians were told to be in certain places and not 
to do certain things and it has bothered them because 
they have seen where other individuals or companies 
were allowed to do things that they were not allowed 
to do. The big thing for Bermudians, Mr. Speaker, is 
as you know, during the summertime we like to go out 
on the boat and raft-up. We do not want to just drop 
anchor in a quiet place and sit by ourselves. We want 
to have a raft-up, maybe 5, 10, 15 boats, and enjoy 
ourselves. Play some music and just chill, Mr. Speak-
er.  

Well, obviously, through COVID-19 raft-ups 
were not allowed. And I understand, and I accept that, 
Mr. Speaker, because we had to do all we could to 
protect ourselves and to protect [Bermuda] from the 
spread of the virus that was on the Island. However, 

Mr. Speaker, the double standards that I refer to, in 
my opinion, come when we see social media videos 
going around of a well-known company that travels all 
around the world to promote those jurisdictions having 
a raft-up. And when questioned about it, the transpar-
ency in my view, Mr. Speaker, is minimal at best. That 
is a double standard, Mr. Speaker. Why in any case 
would we expect somebody to accept that when they 
themselves could not do it? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, another issue that has 
bothered Bermudians to a great extent is the issue of 
the mandatory quarantine. Now, Mr. Speaker, let me 
be very clear. I support the vaccination. I have been 
vaccinated, and I urge all Bermudians to be vaccinat-
ed. So some people say, Well, Michael, why do you 
even care about it? Because, Mr. Speaker, while I 
accept that we have to protect our borders, I accept 
that we can also, I believe, do it in a better way. But 
Government has made the policy that it is mandatory 
quarantine for those who are not vaccinated, and they 
have to pay for it in places that Government has said 
will be the places to go for the 14 days.  

But, Mr. Speaker, we saw that restriction 
come into place belatedly. The deadline was pushed 
back further and further and further. And now when it 
has come in place—and I will not speak to the issues 
that have taken place because I understand they be 
sub judice. But now when it is come in place, Mr. 
Speaker, the Government cannot even enforce it and 
they look weak. 

If we want our community to open up, if we 
want to protect our borders as we open up, if we want 
people to come to Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, we have to 
make sure that our restrictions are not so onerous that 
people go to other places. We have to make sure our 
restrictions work for us, Mr. Speaker, and we have to 
make sure that our people abide by those restrictions 
whether they like them or not. They are the law. They 
should be enforced. 

Right now this Government looks weak, even 
in spite of what the Premier says, Don’t test our re-
solve. People have. If those situations are not re-
solved in a very quick manner, Mr. Speaker, other 
people will test it and we will look like a laughingstock 
in our community, because we have a long way to go. 
We have a long way to go, Mr. Speaker. The Honour-
able Member who spoke just before me from constitu-
ency 11 said that there is more foot traffic in St. 
George’s than ever before. That is not true, Mr. 
Speaker. We have a long way to go. We still have a 
lot to do. The hospitality industry is struggling because 
they cannot get people to work night times and week-
ends, Mr. Speaker. We have a long way to go. 

I am all for opening up Bermuda with proper 
precautions, Mr. Speaker, but I will not sit silent while 
Government is tone-deaf to some of the challenges 
we face and the aggravation and the angst that the 
people of Bermuda are [speaking about]. They ask us 
to speak up. Just today when I went to the apothecary 
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at lunch time a lady who I did not know said, Mr. 
Dunkley, we need to hear you speak for us because 
some of these rules and restrictions have gone too 
far. So, Mr. Speaker, I speak tonight. Not solely to be 
critical of the Government, but to the Government to 
understand that over the past 16 or 17 months, Ber-
mudians have felt the pain, and their patience is low.  

Many of us are drained. Our mental health 
has been drained by being shut down; locked down, 
do not have the normal flow you have, Mr. Speaker, 
dealing with challenges that you might not normally 
have. So Government has to understand and accept 
that patience is low, we need to govern with a fair 
hand, and get away from seemingly ([as seen] by 
many people) being dictatorial. We are losing our way 
as we move forward and we need to bring it back with 
policies that are firm and fair and will put the best in-
terest of people in the forefront at all times.  

I think there is a better way. There is no rea-
son why we cannot quarantine at home, Mr. Speaker. 
We live in a small community. There is technology 
that helps us do it the right way. And, Mr. Speaker, we 
all care about our future. We should be our brother’s 
keeper and stop trying to lock people up in a forced 
quarantine at a hotel. That is what that is. That is what 
people are calling it. And why should I care? I am 
vaccinated. It is not part of me. But I do not like to see 
Bermudians struggle with something. So, Mr. Speak-
er, I say this constructively because I know the Hon-
ourable Premier and colleagues have a very difficult 
job to do and the pandemic is far from over. And with 
the variant we have facing us all over the world and 
here in Bermuda, we still got work to do. But, Mr. 
Speaker, it has proven a couple of things. Now we 
know how to manage it better. Now we have some 
drugs to help us if we do get ill. And now we have real 
hope with the vaccination. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I will close by saying I urge 
this Government to pick up the vaccination pro-
gramme again because we have stagnated at about 
63 per cent. We have a long way to go if we are going 
to get COVID-19 behind us. We must do better, Mr. 
Speaker. Pick up the vaccination programme. Tell us 
how it is going to be done and we will support you in 
the Opposition to help us move forward with real eco-
nomic growth and putting COVID-19 behind us. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP. 
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time?  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Cannonier. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, I am just getting the 
video up, Mr. Speaker. 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: It’s up. 
 
The Speaker: Right. You have your 20 minutes. 
 

NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE CONTRACT 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 As you are aware, on June 25 in the motion to 
adjourn I had asked some pertinent questions about a 
contract that had been awarded to AESG. And I was 
just really trying to come to some clarity as to how 
from 2018 to now, 2021, we seem to just be moving 
forward with this particular contract. That is a long 
time and I would have assumed that based on the 
time and not having details being given to the public 
that it probably would have been put out to tender.  

Based on those few questions that I asked I 
was anticipating in the last session that we would 
have gotten some answers. Unfortunately, we did not 
get any answers. And I guess in the motion to adjourn 
people did not move quite quick enough. So I was 
hoping tonight that I would have heard something 
coming from any one of the Ministers or MPs who 
were involved in the project to at least get some clari-
ty. 
 I have stated in the past that unless we are 
transparent and unless we give information so that the 
public are aware they will come to conclusions, and 
many times they come to the wrong conclusions about 
matters. Since I first brought the matter up, and we 
fast-forward now to two sessions later, there has been 
a resignation by one of the trustees of the National 
Sports Centre. And this particular trustee has made 
some accusations that, quite frankly, are extremely 
disturbing. I have read through the articles that I be-
lieve the PLP have attempted to give answers to. And 
so today I did a press conference, because the PLP 
has answered in public, I figured that I would go 
ahead and ask my questions in public as well. And 
there were about nine questions that I did ask. My 
concern is this, Mr. Speaker: We now have a trustee 
who has resigned. 

I personally now have in my hands infor-
mation, and I can provide that information to you, Mr. 
Speaker, that is completely contrary to what I am 
hearing in the public from the PLP representatives. I 
am also disturbed that in my hands I have a contract 
that has been signed for the loan facility that was got-
ten by, supposedly, the National Sports Centre trus-
tees— 
 
The Speaker: Member, I would suggest, if you are not 
going to table it, that you at least make sure that I 
have eyesight of what you are referring to, on both of 
those items. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will give 
you a folder that is full of pages and I will ensure that 
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this gets to you from our secretary, Judy Benevides, 
ASAP. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 So my concern really is that we now have a 
contract in front of us, no one seems to know who the 
borrower is because on behalf of the National Sports 
Centre there is a signator that should be given by a 
trustee or the director. And so the person, who has 
now resigned as a trustee, is basically saying that this 
signature is not by the director of the Ministry, neither 
is it of any signator on behalf of the National Sports 
Centre.  

Now this is very disturbing.  
So my concern really is, who then approved 

this loan? I have documentation in front of me that will 
be given to you, Mr. Speaker, that clearly states that 
the trustees were not in agreement to the loan facility. 
They were not aware of the down payments that have 
already been made to the tune of almost $1 million, 
and were not in agreement, including a document that 
shows that the Finance Minister was not in agreement 
to a $12,000 monthly payment to the former chairman 
of the PLP party for the next 10 years. And that it 
should be renegotiated. Even the actual facility itself 
and the interest should be renegotiated. This is all in 
writing, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: There are a few things I have to 
say. Number one, the fact that we do not have sight of 
what the Honourable Member is speaking about is a 
challenge. And number two, I do not know if there is 
any bit anywhere written about payments to certain 
persons. So when the Honourable Member is trying to 
speak, I know where he is trying to go to impute all 
types of things, but I think that it is patently unfair that 
this is being put on the record in an unprotected place 
when the information may not be correct.  

And if that information is not correct, then the 
Honourable Member must make sure that he with-
draws that next week, after people get to see the doc-
umentation of which he is referring to because it is 
patently unfair, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Premier, that is why I asked that he 
make sure that the documentation arrives at this office 
and if the documentation when vetted is not correct, I 
would expect that the Member would do the right 
thing. 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, the documen-
tation is on its way to your office now, electronically. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
An Hon. Member: I want the rest of it sent to him as 
well. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: What? 
 
An Hon. Member: I want all of it sent to him. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I appreciate the Premier 
stepping in, but I would caution the Premier right now 
because I have the documentation coming from the 
National Sports Centre in writing with signatures. And 
I would caution the Premier to be very careful what he 
says going forward because the information is in front 
of me and it is not bogus information, it is clearly com-
ing from the trustees and I will provide that [to] you.  

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: In addition to that, Mr. 
Speaker,— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. Let him finish what he 
saying.  
 Finish what you are saying. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: In addition to that, Mr. 
Speaker, I am clearly aware that phone calls were 
made after I just asked general questions. But I am 
not making any accusations at all. I am simply asking 
questions. That is what I am doing right now— 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Okay.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: —is asking questions. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. I allowed you to continue based 
on that last point. I would suggest that you not make 
any accusations.  

If you have something in front of you that you 
think is factual, you can speak to what you were pro-
vided but do not make any accusations out of it be-
cause we cannot determine whether accusations are 
correct or not. The key thing at this stage is that we 
get to see the documents and that you expect that it is 
either accepted or not accepted in its entirety. And if 
there is anything in there that needs to be withdrawn, 
we would ask you to withdraw it at the appropriate 
time next week. Okay? 
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 But be guided by the fact that we do not have 
the documents.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 What I will do then, Mr. Speaker, is I will pre-
sent some of this information right now and read it 
verbatim. And as I said, I have our secretary who will 
be forwarding this information to you in writing so that 
the Premier can be privy to it as well. And I am sure 
that the Premier is already aware of some of this in-
formation.  
 
The Speaker: You cannot say if you are not sure. You 
cannot say if you are not sure.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I am sure, Mr. Speaker. This 
is a letter coming from a trustee to the Permanent 
Secretary of the National Sports [Centre] and the let-
ter basically . . . the subject matter, says: “National 
Sports Centre letter cease and desist from finance.” 
This is coming from the finance of the National Sports 
Centre. “Minister and Permanent Secretary, We want 
to get a letter of cease and desist to AESG for the pro-
ject that was not signed off by the board and funds 
returned with immediate effect. In addition to this, the 
board would like to have both Craig Tyrrell and Jache 
Adams MP Jache, the Honourable Member— 
 
The Speaker: I would suggest right now that you do 
not refer to names until we can get this verified.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Okay? Just be very cautious about how 
you proceed in regard to that. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Well, I was giving you the 
factual information, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: We need to verify that it is factual. I 
cannot dispute that you do have a document. You do 
have a document. At this point we cannot verify how 
factual the information may be. So that is why I am 
asking you to refrain from naming any individuals. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Okay, Mr. Speaker. Let’s 
take a different tack here.  
 I am going to send this documentation to you. 
It is clear in my mind that questions need to be asked 
and that answers need to be forthcoming. We already 
have someone who has resigned. We also have trus-
tees who are extremely concerned about what has 
taken place and have voiced that. I have called to 
them now to publicly come forward and make those 
statements and their concerns known.  
 When you see the documentation, Mr. 
Speaker, which I am sending across to you, it is the 
minutes from the National Sports Centre and the trus-
tees outlining all of their major, major concerns. And 

so when I take a look at this information, and I have it 
in front of me, my only recourse is to ask the ques-
tions, because I am not accusing anyone of anything. 
I have simply said, Give some answers. And what 
public information that has now come forth from the 
PLP Government, is even more concerning based on 
the factual information that we now have in front of us.  

Quite frankly, I cannot see why the trustees 
would be sending bogus information out there and 
why I would have an envelope full of this information 
from the trustees, with their names fully on it, signa-
tures upon it, and emails going back and forth be-
tween civil servants and the trustees. That is what you 
will receive in front of you. So I am not afraid to make 
sure that you have it, but questions need to be an-
swered.  

And the first question that needs to be an-
swered, Mr. Speaker, is:  

1. If the board of trustees was unaware of the 
loan, then who took out the loan in the name 
of the National Sports Centre? 

2. What was the bank told about the lack of au-
thorisation by the board of trustees? 

3. Who signed the loan agreement on behalf of 
the National Sports Centre as the borrower? 
Because the trustees do not recognise the 
signature. 

4. Given that the Bermuda Government was the 
guarantor of this loan, did Cabinet fully ap-
prove the transaction? 

5. How can a loan have been granted to the 
Sports Centre when the board of trustees are 
saying (based on the information that I have) 
that they never authorised any loan? 

6. What is the position of the remaining five trus-
tees? I believe there are about six of them on 
there. One has now resigned. They resigned, 
as they said, because they were fearful of the 
backlash of irregularities. They, the trustees, 
must make their position clear at this point in 
time. 

7. Why are allegations being made by a trustee 
that the loan agreement was fraudulent? The 
emails specifically to the PS of the Ministry 
says that they need to cease and desist be-
cause this loan is fraudulent. So why? Why 
have these allegations been made? 

8. Why is this project being progressed at all 
when the government is in such economic 
dire straits? 

9. Why is the Sports Centre entering into a mul-
timillion dollar contract when the Sports Cen-
tre has no funds? As you will see stated in the 
minutes it has no funds to support or repay 
the monies being loaned. 
And so I asked questions two sittings in the 

past; we did not get any answers. And I am asking 
questions again, and I am hopeful that this time 
around someone will answer those nine questions that 
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I have asked. It is important that we clear up the 
cloudiness around this matter. But quite frankly, I am 
sure that people are just trying to get something go-
ing. 

But what disturbs me is this, Mr. Speaker . . . 
Whilst away, and I was abroad, and I will say that 
coming through the process of the airports was won-
derful. I enjoyed a very easy process coming through 
the airport. But whilst I was away I received a phone 
call by the same gentleman who in fact is the benefac-
tor of AESG, the former chairman of the PLP party, to 
suggest that, I thought we were friends? 

Well, I only made a statement to ask the 
question, Well, what’s going on? So I answered and 
said, Well, what are you talking about? 

[He said,] Well, you know, people are trying to 
take food out of my family’s mouth and out of my 
mouth. 

 And [he] then proceeded to threaten me to 
say that if anybody tries to take a project away from 
him and take food out of his mouth, they will become 
their target.  

Now, I’m not going to put up with that. And I 
was not going to say anything at all, but until I got that 
phone call, I’m like, Okay, well, you think you can 
threaten me, well, let’s go PLP Government, and your 
former chairman, let’s go at this particular project and 
let’s clear the air. Because I can assure you, I am not 
speaking without having facts in front of me, Mr. 
Speaker. That ain’t my style.  

So I am saying to the PLP Government, let’s 
get these facts out there so that the Bermuda [people] 
can understand why they are taking out a loan for 
$3.2 million. This is on the taxpayer. The original con-
tract for this project at National Sports Centre was 
funded, the original bid that AESG put in was funded 
privately. Those terms have changed. And if those 
terms have changed, and because those terms have 
changed, and the National Sports Centre supposedly 
has taken out a loan, but the trustees are saying they 
have not, who took out the loan?  

The other question to this is: So, if the financ-
ing has been taken away after three years, then the 
conditions of that bid have changed. It needs to go 
back out to tender. How is it that a quango or a sector 
of the Government can go out and procure a loan 
based on the original bid that now has changed? If the 
financing is not in place, you are telling me that the 
other folk who bid for this thing should not have the 
same opportunity to come forward and say, Well, look, 
if you can provide me with financing, then this is what 
my bid is. So the context of this particular contract has 
changed. And everyone involved, every single Minis-
ter involved, should understand that when those 
things change, you must put it back out to tender.  

And then for me to read a document that ba-
sically says, and I’m reading (hopefully, as you said, it 
is factual) . . . I am reading a document that says the 
Finance Minister did not agree with the $12,000 

monthly payment to the former chairman of the PLP 
party. He did not agree with that payment and that it 
should be renegotiated. But it is already in place!  

So, some answers are needed. And I under-
stand that the Premier will probably want to get up 
and say whatever he wants. And to accuse me, how 
He knows where I am going. How dare the Premier 
get up and talk about he knows where I am going. 
What about all of the false information he has been 
putting out there? I am talking about facts that are 
right in front of me. I am not seeking to bring anybody 
down. And let me be clear about this here— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Let me be clear about this 
here— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: We will take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member, of 
course, as usual, is misleading the House. So we will 
try one more time.  

I can confirm to him that the $12,000 to which 
he speaks is not part of the contract which was exe-
cuted. But that is unsurprising, so I will let others 
speak to that. But let us just start because I know 
where he has gone, I notice where he has gone. He 
has gone from PLP Government, to our former chair-
man and all of this type of stuff. I understand where he 
is trying to go. But I think it is very important, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is the reason why those documents 
were sent. We have no idea where he may be coming 
from—drafts, final things, et cetera, and all the rest. 
But I can confirm, and this was just sent to me, so I 
will wait to [see] the documents, but I think that it is 
very important that when we do thing under privilege, 
that we make sure we are speaking with factual infor-
mation. 
 And to be clear, Mr. Speaker, if the Honoura-
ble Member had a question about the specifics of a 
particular contract, he would have put them down in a 
parliamentary question rather than bringing it up under 
privilege in the motion to adjourn.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I anticipated that from the Premier. And, quite 
frankly, it was very predictable. The reason that I am 
coming forth now with these questions is because 
when I did ask questions in the House of Assembly 
the PLP Government refused to come back to us— 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: —to answer— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order, point of order. 
 Member, point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the record reflects 
that no parliamentary questions have been submitted 
by that Member regarding the National Sports Centre.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Again, Mr. Speaker, here is 
the Premier in his spin. I asked the questions on a 
motion to adjourn expecting some answers. We did 
not get answers, but what did take place was that we 
had Honourable Members go to the public and give 
information to the public rather than answering the 
questions that an Honourable Member asked in the 
House of Assembly. It does not have to be a parlia-
mentary question; I asked those questions during a 
motion to adjourn. And now the Premier is coming up 
with Oh, well the $12,000 is not in fact . . . Well, if the 
Premier would have put that out there in the first 
place, like I said— 
 
The Speaker: Member, you have less than a minute 
left. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, the— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Let me, let me . . . let me before . . . are 
you going to use up your minute?  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, I am going to use up 
my minute.  
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: So the Premier— 
 
The Speaker: I want to caution you when you’re fin-
ished. Go ahead. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. So the Premier can 
continue on with his assumption that he knows where 
I am going, but I am simply trying to clarify the matter. 
That is all we are trying to do, [trying] to clarify the 
matter. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member is imputing improper motive. And it is a very 
simple situation. If people want to know facts, they will 
lay it out and ask questions in a regular and simple 
fashion. And it is unconscionable that the Honourable 
Member would now come back the following week 
with information that we have not seen in an attempt 
to say something with information that cannot be veri-
fied under a point of privilege.  
 So I raise a point of order that it is imputing 
improper motives against— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: It is just [INAUDIBLE]. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The Premier is well aware that— 
 
The Speaker: Member, let me just— 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: —let civil servants— 
 
The Speaker: Member, Member. Your time has run 
out. 
 But let me just caution you where I have been 
all this time in that your information that you have be-
fore you . . . you have strongly tried to stress the 
points in it. Again, it has been done without us having 
sight of it. We must . . . I just checked my email and 
what was sent to me was just a single page of a short 
paragraph, not anything to do with— 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: More is coming. There is a 
whole lot more coming. 
 
The Speaker: Wait. Not anything to the degree of 
what you were speaking of. So, I am going to insist 
that I get the full documentation of what you spoke of 
so that we can verify what was said. And again, if 
there is anything that needs to be withdrawn, you will 
be asked to withdraw it next time, or at least to pro-
vide clarity on what you were attempting to say, if 
what you said is not factual. Okay? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Speaker, I promise you 
what I said is— 
 
The Speaker: I am going to put that on the record 
because of the fact that we could have it in front of us 
now and you have used the privilege to be able to 
speak to it. But that privilege comes with some re-
sponsibility. Okay? 
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Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: And that responsibility was 
to give you the information. I promise I will send it to 
you. It will take a little while because there is a lot of it. 
And I have already guaranteed that I will send the in-
formation that the Premier [INAUDIBLE]. 
 
The Speaker: Just get it to us as quickly as possible. 
Thank you. 
 Would any other Member with to speak on the 
motion to adjourn? 
 Any other Member? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Well, Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
would like to finish, but I thought that another one of 
my Members was going to speak.  
 
The Speaker: It seems that no one else is moving. 
 Mr. Premier, I can put the gavel down now, or 
I can let you use the last 20 minutes.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: You do not have to put the gavel 
down, Mr. Speaker. If no one else is going to speak, I 
will go ahead and take my beats, I have no issue, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you . . . whoops, sorry, a 
Member stood up right there, Mr. Speaker. There’s a 
few— 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Speaker, if I may? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Campbell, I had acknowledged the 
Premier— 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: I understand, Mr. Speaker. I 
understand.  
 
The Speaker: I am going to be (what’s the word?) . . . 
I will be cordial this time. Next time try to be a little 
quicker, please. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT FOCUSED AND UNITEDLY 
TACKLING THE ISSUES 

 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Much appreciated, much ap-
preciated. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to go back to Novem-
ber 27, 2020, one of the great days of last year, my 
birthday. But that is not what makes it great. It was my 
opportunity to deliver my maiden speech. And I spoke 
about my village, because, you know, that saying It 
takes a village to raise a child. In speaking about my 
village, I mentioned that on October 2, and the few 
weeks shortly thereafter, people that I knew were 
congratulating me, and the two phrases that stood out 
were, make us proud and don’t let us down. At that 
particular time, I asked who is this “us”? And I went on 

to say that this “us” that we are supposed to be mak-
ing proud and not letting down was our family, our 
friends, our neighbours, our constituents and our be-
loved Bermuda.  
 We have had a lot of challenges—COVID-19 
for one, and the economy. We have argued in recent 
times about quarantine and vaccinations. But yet, our 
economy is in tatters. The 36 of us in this House were 
elected to serve our family, our friends, our neigh-
bours, our constituents and our beloved Bermuda. I 
do not think I am naïve, Mr. Speaker. But we have 
spent today fussing about this and fussing about that 
in this motion to adjourn. And it is the right of individu-
al speakers to speak on whatever they choose. In the 
meantime, are we serving the people of this country? 

You know, make us proud. I wonder if that is 
what we are doing. Not just today, but in recent 
weeks. Don’t let us down says, you have the ability, 
use it. Are we using our abilities?  

Mr. Speaker, you look like you’ve played a 
sport or two back in your day. I like the month of July 
because we have the Tour de France. And for those 
who don’t know what the Tour de France is, it is a cy-
cle race, a pedal-cycle race in the mountains of 
France, and the Pyrenees, and sometimes they have 
some stages in other countries. There are 21 stages. 
[Some] stages cover mountains. Some of [the stages] 
are flat. There are time trials. And the individual who 
covers the entire distance in the shortest time gets to 
wear the yellow jersey as the winner. 

But within this race . . . and they race in all 
kinds of conditions as well—rain, wind; if they are up 
high enough in the mountains, they see snow. It is 
both a team sport and an individual sport at the same 
time. Each individual who enters the race has their 
personal agenda, but they are part of a team. That 
team has its goals and aims for that particular race. 
And the team is not just the other riders on that team, 
it includes the support team, the cars that carry the 
food, water, nutrition and the spare bikes, because 
sometimes there are accidents.  

Mr. Speaker, there are team prizes. And each 
member of the team is meticulously selected for their 
skill set. Some specialise in time trials. Some are 
sprinters. Some are good in the mountains. Some are 
all-around riders. One of the key roles of the team is 
to protect the team members who they anticipate will 
be in contention for that yellow jersey at the end of the 
race; in other words, the best all-around rider.  

This race, Mr. Speaker, is unique from the 
perspective that sometimes individuals who are racing 
against each other, it is in their best interests to actu-
ally work together, because in working together, alt-
hough they are competing against each other, is in 
their best individual interest. And the same goes for 
the team, Mr. Speaker. Sometimes it is in the best 
interest of the team to work with another team or 
teams that they are competing against, because it 
serves their individual team’s goals. 
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In this race, Mr. Speaker, which finishes on 
Sunday, you have an individual, or a small group of 
individuals, who decide they are going to break away 
from the main group of riders, which is known as the 
peloton. They do this in spite of the fact that every 
rider knows, at least in theory, that the peloton can 
travel faster than any individual rider or small group of 
riders. As a result, Mr. Speaker, on most occasions 
these break-away groups are caught by the peloton. 
Sometimes the break-away group or rider succeeds 
and wins the stage. This usually happens when the 
peloton is disorganised. And what I mean by disorgan-
ised is that it does not work together. The various in-
dividuals compete against each other; the various 
teams that are in the peloton do not work together. 
And when not working together, they do not travel as 
fast so they fail to catch the break-away rider or 
break-away group of riders. 

What is the relevance, Mr. Speaker? I learn a 
lot from sports. And in many ways, sports mirror life in 
general. Mr. Speaker, there are 36 of us here in this 
House. We are here because we each successfully 
ran as individuals, seeking election as the representa-
tive of our respective constituencies. And at this time, 
I would like to thank the broad cross-section of my 
constituency, number 9, which voted for me, because 
without that broad cross-section of voters I would not 
have been successful. But yet, we ran as individuals, 
but we were part of a team. We were either part of the 
PLP team, or the OBA team.  

And much like the Tour de France, as individ-
uals working as part of a team, we were better able to 
achieve our individual goals while helping our team to 
accomplish goals. We were able to reach out to more 
people with the assistance of that team, perhaps cov-
er more ground with the assistance of that team in 
reaching out to the constituents we were asking to 
vote for us.  

Mr. Speaker, like the riders in the Tour, we 
must overcome mountains. Our mountains are not 
physical, but economic in some instances. Like the 
riders in the Tour, we will have to ride through chang-
ing conditions, not weather conditions, or terrain relat-
ed. They may be the ever-changing requirements of 
compliance as determined by bodies such as the 
OECD, the EU, or the US Government. Like the riders 
in the Tour de France we have our individual goals 
and agendas; we have our team goals. The OBA has 
their goals; the PLP has its goals. Individually we are 
looking to establish our brand. Our teams are looking 
to do similar. But those who succeed in the Tour are 
those who achieve that balance, the correct balance, 
between their individual goals, the team goals, and 
still working with those who they are competing 
against.  

Again, Mr. Speaker, I do not think I am a na-
ïve individual to believe that at this point in our history 
we do not need grandstanding around the quarantine 
regulations. We need the 36 individuals in this House 

to work together, like a well-organised peloton that 
can move faster, succeed in catching that break-away 
group, rebuild our economy quicker, navigate all the 
compliance challenges, including the latest one, which 
is this universal income tax. We will not fail to turn this 
country around because we have differences of opin-
ion about the quarantine regulations. We will not fail to 
turn this country around because some are against 
taking the vaccine. We will not fail to turn this country 
around because of travel TA forms. We will fail, Mr. 
Speaker, if we fail to work together and learn from the 
competitors in the Tour that we can work together but 
still maintain our individual goals. We can work to-
gether and still maintain our team goals.  

But, unlike the Tour, Mr. Speaker, the conse-
quences of not working together are far more serious 
than failing to win a cycle race. The consequence of 
the 36 individuals in this House not working together 
is a failed country—our friends, our families, our 
neighbours, our constituents unable to find employ-
ment, unable to feed their families, unable to put their 
children in school. I do not believe that is what any of 
us want, Mr. Speaker.  

So, in closing, Mr. Speaker, I just want to 
again remind us that we are here to serve. Yes, we 
will disagree at times in the execution of that service. 
But let us not forget why we are here. The main objec-
tive is to govern this country. It is to serve those con-
stituents who voted for and elected all 36 of us. And 
again, I do not think it is naïve or pie in the sky to be-
lieve that we can accomplish that while still maintain-
ing our individual goals and our team goals.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, MP Campbell.  
 Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Hayward, you have your 20 
minutes. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT PEOPLE-CENTRED 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
allowing me to provide intervention in this motion to 
adjourn this evening. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to carry on from 
where MP Campbell finished. We have a responsibil-
ity as leaders of this country to lead. It is our respon-
sibility to provide the support to individuals and fami-
lies that need that particular support. It is our respon-
sibility to move us in a direction where we have a 
Bermuda that works for all. It is our responsibility to 
ensure that we have an economy that provides oppor-
tunities for our friends, our families, our loved ones. 
And that is what the majority of us aim to do despite 
the noise. 



1788 16 July 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 Mr. Speaker, with the onset of the pandemic, 
we had over 10,000 individuals displaced from the 
workforce. Bermuda has never seen that much disrup-
tion in our economy, let alone our labour force. Today 
we discussed in a debate where we had to move 
swiftly to put in an unemployment benefits system so 
that individuals could receive compensation. But 
sometimes we are caught up looking at the figures 
that were actually spent and not discussing what 
those figures were spent on.  
 Individuals did not have money to feed them-
selves. Some individuals did not have money to pay 
rent. Some individuals did not have money to keep 
their lights on. I thank the companies, the banks and 
the utilities who have worked with Bermudians to 
make sure that they did have some level of ease dur-
ing that period of time. But while the companies have 
discontinued the latitude they provided to residents 
this Government does not have that option. Thus far, 
Mr. Speaker, over $70 million has been paid in unem-
ployment benefits and other social protection to pro-
vide for our people and their families. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have to make a decision to 
extend the supplemental unemployment benefit be-
cause people have not had the opportunity to return to 
the labour force. Mr. Speaker, next time we are in the 
House we will be debating a Bill to extend financial 
assistance to able-bodied individuals.  
 Mr. Speaker, the decisions that we make im-
pact the lives of individuals. A lot of individuals in the 
community rely on us to make provisions. And that is 
what we shall do because this party and this Govern-
ment has adopted the mind-set that we work to pro-
vide for our people no matter the cost. So we quickly 
put social protections in place and we will continue 
extending social protections so that we can provide 
support for the people of this country. 
 MP Famous said it. Other countries have not 
and are not doing what we are doing regarding provid-
ing support to individuals within their countries. That 
speaks to our values. It speaks to our principles. It 
speaks to our beliefs.  
 Mr. Speaker, we are moving forward with re-
forming financial assistance as well, because we do 
not want to create states of dependency. What we 
actually want to do is empower people so that they 
are financially independent. So we will put a pro-
gramme in place for that. The Ministry of Labour and 
the Ministry of Finance are working on an unemploy-
ment insurance programme so that when people are 
temporarily displaced from the workforce, they have a 
social safety net that they can fall upon. The Wage 
Commission has submitted one of its two reports, 
which is the report on a minimum wage. Next, they will 
submit a report on a living wage. The Government can 
then make a decision as to how we move forward with 
a statutory minimum remuneration so that persons 
can get a full day’s wage for a full day’s work.  

Everything that I have discussed thus far, Mr. 
Speaker, has been people centred. It has had our 
people at the forefront of our decision-making. Let’s 
not forget, Mr. Speaker, earlier this year when the 
Employment Amendment Act [2021] came into force. 
Amendments were made to the Employment Act 2000 
to strengthen benefits for employees, to strengthen 
protections in the workforce for employees, to ensure 
that persons are working in dignified workplaces 
which are free of bullying and harassment. We have 
also gone a step further and created a policy to sup-
port businesses that did not have the capacity to cre-
ate one.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Government has placed a 
moratorium on 41 additional job categories. There are 
53 closed job categories. That is the most aggressive 
closure of job categories that we have ever done. That 
was done directly to ensure that we provide capacity 
in our labour market for Bermudians to get gainfully 
employed. Yes, MP Dunkley was correct. The busi-
ness community is complaining. And this Government 
will meet with the Chamber of Commerce and have 
meaningful dialogue so that before July 31, 2021, eve-
ryone will be clear which job categories we will contin-
ue to restrict and which ones we may need to open up 
based on further identified shortages.  
 I am not just listening to the business commu-
nity as to whether there are identified shortages. We 
have asked unemployed individuals to submit their 
résumés, Mr. Speaker. Over 500 résumés have been 
submitted. I personally reviewed 270 résumés. The 
picture in terms of our labour market is grim. We need 
to work together collectively, Government, businesses 
and the third sector, to get our people back to work. It 
is not without trying, Mr. Speaker. Because I wrote our 
national job strategy and I highlighted that we provid-
ed some level of training intervention to over 650 indi-
viduals. Out of that too, I highlighted where 70 per-
sons had been directly employed. I also highlighted 
the use of the referral system through the Job Board 
where hundreds of persons have received jobs. But 
as we do our training efforts, it becomes ever more 
difficult in a contracting labour market, so that is why 
an extension of our social protections are important.  
 Mr. Speaker, you should note that there has 
been a public appeal for persons to try to take ad-
vantage as much as possible with the financial assis-
tance that is provided through the Bermuda College. 
Where there are gaps in individuals who do not qualify 
for that assistance, the Department of Workforce De-
velopment will see if they can assist individuals espe-
cially in course areas where there is a higher demand 
for expatriate labour. We are working with profession-
al agencies to get people employed. We continue to 
work with community stakeholders. 
 The majority of what we are doing in the Min-
istry of Labour is people centred. I know the pain of 
those persons who make the effort to apply for finan-
cial assistance but do not qualify, because they end 
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up in my office. We are all MPs in this community. 
There is no constituency that has not been negatively 
impacted. We do not have to continue to rehash the 
hurt that is in our community. We know what the 
cause of it is, and we need to collectively work togeth-
er to find solutions. If not, the only people who suffer 
are the people of Bermuda.  
 I have been in this position for one year, Mr. 
Speaker. I have not taken a vacation. I spend my days 
trying to find solutions to assist our people. Quaran-
tine and COVID-19 are not the only things happening 
in our economy. This Government has a lot to boast 
about in terms of the work it is actually doing. But 
there is no time to boast. We need to reassure the 
people of Bermuda that we are doing things that are in 
their best interests, which is contrary to the narrative 
that some people deliberately set out to say. Yes, the 
Government should be held to account for its actions. 
But certainly, we can stop some of this squabbling so 
that we can work together in the best interests of 
Bermuda. Mr. Speaker, the pain and the hurt is real. I 
do not take my responsibility as a Minister within this 
Government lightly. I do not take my responsibility as 
an MP within this community lightly. I know I am here 
for a defined period of time. I choose not to squander 
my time in this particular position bickering when I can 
get on with the work required to move this country 
forward.  

I also outlined what we are going to do in 
terms of immigration reform. I shifted the conversation 
in that immigration reform is much more than what we 
have discussed in the past. And we will work towards 
that. But there are some things that we have to do 
immediately. There are paradigm shifts that need to 
take place within our community. There has to be a 
general acceptance of what is required for us to have 
an economy that can grow, for us to have a greater 
level of social and economic development, the barri-
ers that we had in the past, and the mind-set that we 
had in the past and the mind-set of now and in the 
future. So, we have been moving forward with some 
of those changes, Mr. Speaker. 

I tried to look at immigration as a lever to sup-
port this country. And so, I have allowed persons, this 
Government has allowed persons—it is a team ef-
fort—to work from Bermuda. And we have had over 
839 applications approved. No, we have not done the 
economic modelling to determine what the actual 
economic impact is. But nobody can deny the impact 
of persons who live here, participate in our communi-
ty, shop at our stores. They add to the overall econo-
my. Mr. Speaker, we have allowed the visitors to stay 
longer. We have more and more applications from 
persons who reside in Bermuda on an annual basis. 
As fast as we possibly can, the departments under the 
Cabinet Office are trying to facilitate business activity. 
We are meeting with the business community. And we 
are not meeting with the business community because 

we have a mind-set that negates the needs of the 
people. 
 
[NO AUDIO] 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: —for us to have a successful 
Bermuda. We do not have the luxury of it being one or 
the other. We cannot have social policies before our 
economy has the ability to pay for that social policy.  

Mr. Speaker, I have said my intervention. It 
makes it absolutely clear that this Government is 
working hard on behalf of the people of Bermuda. I 
hope my intervention makes it clear that we have a 
ways to go. And we can get there if we all work to-
gether to achieve common goals. While some want to 
bicker and squabble, that is their right. But there is 
hurt in our community, and we should focus our ener-
gies on improving our economy, providing opportuni-
ties to our people, especially our young people who 
are returning from university this year and looking for 
opportunities. So that is how my time will be spent, 
Mr. Speaker. That is how the time of the majority of 
MPs within the Progressive Labour Party will be 
spent, and my colleagues within the Cabinet.  

We showed up on Wednesdays, we showed 
up on Tuesdays and we––  

 
The Speaker: Minister, you have less than a minute 
left.  
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: —things that would assist with 
moving Bermuda forward. 
 I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me that 
brief intervention. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP Jackson? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: MP Jackson, you have your 20 
minutes. 
 

BERMUDA TRAVEL AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to say a few words 
in reflection of my recent experience using the travel 
authorisation form. I travelled overseas. And my ob-
servation with the travel authorisation form is that 
when Bermudians are overseas, in the first instance it 
is rare that people have access to the equipment that 
is necessary to make a fulsome application through 
that platform. The other issue is that many people who 
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are travelling are not feeling well, or they may be old-
er, or they may not have the digital sense that in the 
year of 2021 many people just organically accept and 
learn to use digital platforms with ease. But there is 
still a large population in Bermuda who travel and are 
overseas and may only have a small phone and may 
not have access to printers and coloured ink and all of 
the other requirements that are necessary in order to 
complete the travel authorisation form. 
 So, what I would just like to maybe suggest is 
that the Government might want to consider thinking 
about how they may be able to be a bit more flexible 
and make the travel authorisation form a little more 
customer friendly. 
 The other observation with the travel authori-
sation form, Mr. Speaker, is that in the United States, 
Canada and some of the other destinations that many 
of us travel to, the idea of the PCR test is not neces-
sarily catering to the travel authorisation form. So 
there may be instances where the results are just not 
going to be available within the timeframe of the travel 
authorisation form, or they may be super expensive 
for the traveller who is overseas and, believe it or not, 
a little difficult to find unless you are with family or 
friends who live in the area.  
 So, I am saying all of that to say that it is not 
necessarily the fault of the Government of Bermuda or 
other, but maybe the Government could consider the 
limitations of the destinations where Bermudians are 
trying to access the information and get it inputed into 
this travel authorisation form, because it becomes a 
bit of a tangle when a person goes overseas, let’s say 
for a visit for a week, which I would imagine is a pretty 
common duration to go overseas, and the immediate 
distraction as soon as they get off the plane, is having 
to go and try to find a PCR test place and then go 
through some of what I have just mentioned, costs, 
time to get results, et cetera. And then, having to fill 
out the travel authorisation form within a timeframe 
where now they have really lost most of their vacation 
because they have to submit the form to have basical-
ly a 24-hour turnaround. 
 I am saying all of that to say that I am not ab-
solutely sure that the timing and the sequence of 
events in order to get all of the documents into the 
travel authorisation form are working as well as they 
could, and that it may be worth a bit of a review. 
 The other [matter], Mr. Speaker, is that I am 
just curious if there is not some way, given the fact 
that if somebody completes the travel authorisation 
form, they are paying the $75 for the tests that they 
will need once they get back to Bermuda, that the 
vaccine certificate, if they have it, or their exemption 
medical form, or whatever is needed, is uploaded in 
its basic form and then the Bermudian travellers can 
bring back their test results without having to immedi-
ately necessarily have them in the system within that 
24 hours, or however many hours are required for ac-
ceptance of the travel authorisation form. But maybe 

they can bring them back to Bermuda. Clearly, you 
know I understand the piece around if they arrive back 
in Bermuda and their results end up being positive, 
but I am not very clear on that side of it. And if some-
body wants to give some clarification, that is fine. If 
not, then I will do that work. 
 The other part of it is that I just find that the 
frustration for a number of constituents who have re-
ported their experiences, and certainly my personal 
experience, I found that the sequence and the manner 
in which those travel authorisations require documen-
tation to be quite complex. And I do not know the rea-
son why. I mean, we just got a message today from a 
constituent where they would not accept . . . they 
would only accept a colour vaccination certificate in-
stead of one that was black and white. I can’t help but 
sympathise for the traveller trying to find the right 
printers, and not knowing if it needs to be colour. It is 
an emotional strain when people are travelling. And 
not everybody is travelling as a luxury. Like I men-
tioned, most of the people who have reported their 
experiences and frustrations have been abroad for 
medical reasons, which makes it just that much more 
traumatic. 
 So, I just am speaking on behalf of people 
who are writing in or calling to share their frustrations 
and to make it known that if there is any possibility 
that the travel authorisation form and some of the very 
strict bits in there that maybe do not need to be in 
there that maybe we could flex that ever so slightly to 
make the customer journey for our returning residents 
a little easier. I believe there are a number of people 
in our community that will appreciate that. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Does any other Member wish to make a con-
tribution at this time? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burch? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, you have your 20 minutes. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I think I have sorted out my technical difficul-
ties. 
 
The Speaker: You sound nice and clear this time. We 
just can’t see you at the moment. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: There we go. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
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PLP GOVERNMENT BALANCING THE CHAL-
LENGES OF COVID-19 

 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to follow in the footsteps of some of my col-
leagues who have talked about COVID-19 and this 
journey that we have been on for 17 months now. 
 Mr. Speaker, I know that Bermudians are 
special—all of us. And we think that the world re-
volves around our wishes and desires. But this jour-
ney that we have been on with COVID-19 is a journey 
where we have had a lot of company, Mr. Speaker. 
There are 7.9 billion people in the world, 175 coun-
tries, and all of us have gone through this journey for 
the very first time. The Premier and the Minister of 
Health seem to be the flavour-of-the-month for the 
critics, and are being accused of all manner of sins, as 
if they, and they alone, have been making these deci-
sions. 
 Mr. Speaker, the policy of the Government of 
Bermuda in relation to COVID-19 has to be owned by 
all 30 of us who form that Government. For a time, I 
was the chairman of the COVID-19 subcommittee of 
Cabinet. I still serve on it, but no longer as chairman. 
But I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that we have not made 
one decision without one thought in the forefront of 
our minds. Thirty-three Bermudians have died during 
this pandemic. There is not a day that goes by, or a 
meeting that is held, or any action taken in relation to 
COVID-19 that has that at the forefront of our minds. I 
do not know if I knew any of the people who died from 
COVID-19, because we have this strange thing (I 
think it’s strange, anyway) where it is a big secret 
whether you have COVID-19 or not, just as it is a big 
secret whether you are vaccinated or not. So I don’t 
know if I knew any of the people who have passed. 
But what I do know is that they are 33 of my fellow 
Bermudians.  
 In the early days we were doing very well. The 
first spike we had, Mr. Speaker, can be traced back to 
two individuals. So we have a 17-month history of how 
this disease is passed and what actions we can take 
in order to mitigate those circumstances.  
 I thought at the very beginning of this exercise 
when they came with wash your hands, wear a mask, 
and social distancing, that one of those came naturally 
to us as Bermudians. At least in my household and 
any of my friends’ households, if you went in the 
house, the momma would ask Have you children 
washed your hands? And that has been the clarion 
cry throughout our existence pre-COVID-19. So, 
washing our hands comes naturally to us. And when 
we followed those rules, we bore the results of that 
action. We behaved, we followed the rules, we bore 
the benefits of doing that, and Bermudians did not die. 
 We are now again punching above our 
weight. We are one of the top 10 countries in the 
world for COVID-19 testing. We did that when nobody 
knew whether that would help us greatly or not. And 

there was a fair amount of criticism about how it was 
done and who was used to do it. But the results have 
spoken for themselves. And, Mr. Speaker, those 
325,000 tests were conducted—and that means there 
were 325,000 nose swabs or saliva swabs all of which 
have been done for free.  
 We can compare the actions of this Govern-
ment in relation to COVID-19 to any other country in 
the world. Everybody is going through this exercise. 
And there are glaring examples today of countries that 
did not take the same actions as us who are bearing 
the results. They are having to shut down again and 
they are having to roll back actions that they have 
taken previously. 
 Mr. Speaker, none of us gets any joy out of 
imposing a curfew, rolling back rights and privileges. 
But we recognise that the science supports our ac-
tions. To date, Mr. Speaker, there have been 40,598 
people in this country fully vaccinated. That is the ma-
jority of the population, Mr. Speaker. And that sug-
gests clearly, and I am sure that is for a number of 
reasons, that a majority of people have taken our ad-
vice to speak to their doctors, to speak to people they 
trust if they are fearful or have concerns or questions 
about COVID-19, and take the best advice that you 
can for yourself. I don’t know of anybody in this Gov-
ernment, or anybody I know in the country who has 
criticised anyone for deciding not to take the vaccine. 
That is your choice. But in making that choice, you 
separate yourself from the people who are vaccinated. 
And the scientific data supports that if you are vac-
cinated you can be extended certain courtesies that 
people who are not vaccinated cannot. And whilst that 
is discrimination, the decision is being made by those 
who claim to be discriminated [against]. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government has paid in 
excess (I have just learned from the Minister of La-
bour) of $70 million—unbudgeted, unplanned for. But 
those decisions were made because we decided to 
feed our people rather than have them starve. We are 
still on that page in extending the unemployment ben-
efit. Yes, it is costly. Yes, it is risky. Yes, it is expen-
sive. But we are convinced that this is the right thing 
to do. 

No one has criticised that exercise, Mr. 
Speaker. No one said we have been fiscally irrespon-
sible in doing that. But I have to ask the question, Mr. 
Speaker: Why do people who are now criticising a 
process of mandatory quarantine where they have to 
pay for themselves and they can do it at home, and 
we’ve heard all of the arguments, Mr. Speaker . . . 
they cannot. We have been down this road before. 
We had quarantine at home months ago. And we 
found all sorts of infractions and infringements on it 
with people sneaking out and people inviting others in 
and aiding and abetting the challenges and spikes 
that we have had.  
 This decision was not made lightly. There 
were lots of discussion and lots of concerns, and lots 
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of issues, and lots of speculation about what the reac-
tion would be. But it always comes down to what the 
science says, and our experience. Whilst we have 
followed the advice of the World Health Organization 
and also our regional public health partners Public 
Health England, Pan American Health Organization 
and Caribbean Public Health Agency, we have not sat 
in a dark room and made these decisions on our own. 
What we have done is looked at the world experience 
and reflected on the policies and the experiences we 
have had throughout the pandemic.  
 There are very few restrictions in place today. 
And that is as a result of our conduct and our behav-
iour and our research. And we are seeing the results 
of that. I do not think there is anybody who would not 
notice that there are tourists in the country. Not an 
over-abundance of them, but enough to cause you to 
notice. And if you use as a guide the white plates on 
the motorcycles, you will see them. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
all of those people, and many of the Bermudians who 
have travelled, and I have a bit . . . the travel authori-
sation. I have had to fill it out twice. Not since the ad-
justments have been made. But, Mr. Speaker, it is like 
any other preparations you make when you travel. 
You sit down and figure out what you have to do. And 
I can tell you that I do agree that the three-day allow-
ance is a bit of a challenge. But it is manageable. 
 I think that the actual completion of the form is 
a lot simpler than people make it out to be. I think if 
you follow the rules it is one of the few online forms 
that I have used where you can actually take a picture 
of the document you have to upload. So you don’t 
have to have it on your phone. And I am somewhat of 
a dinosaur. So I have all of my certificates printed out. 
And when it asks me to take a picture of the vaccine 
certificate or the test certificate, I stick it up on a wall, 
take a picture of it. It asks Do you like this one? Yes or 
no. And I say yes, it goes. If I say no, I take another 
one. You just have to take a few minutes to sort it out.  

A similar thing is required in order to travel to 
the United States. You have to get a test, you have to 
fill out . . . well, you can fill out a form in Bermuda. 
They will fill it out for you at the airport if you do not fill 
it out. But there are processes, just like you have to 
remember to take your passport and money and ad-
dresses to where you have to go. It is another step in 
the exercise. And I know that the Ministry of Health 
has taken some steps to make it even easier for those 
who are computer challenged to be able to get assis-
tance before they leave. All of these actions, Mr. 
Speaker, are designed to keep us safe. And we have 
17 months of experience which tells us that if we fol-
low those rules we will be kept safe.  

The recent criticism about the TAF and the 
quarantine facility for somebody like me is really quite 
simple. You can disagree. You can choose to ignore 
the rules. But you must do so with the full knowledge 
that you are breaking the law. And in so doing, I would 
expect that you would accept that in breaking the law 

you would have to suffer the consequences of break-
ing the law. Most of us who speed, or go slightly over 
the 30 km speed limit, have in the back of our minds 
the full knowledge that if we are caught, we are defi-
nitely going to be fined, but we are likely going to be 
going off the road, and we weigh that in the balance. 
Is it worth the risk or not? Most fellows say it is worth 
the risk. And we see it. We have seen in the last week 
or so that the police have been issuing tickets so it 
causes everybody to pause and reflect.  

Mr. Speaker, I also think the recent protest 
has a lot less to do with health and more to do with 
politics. I look at the people who are involved. They 
are our political opponents. You don’t have to be a 
rocket scientist to figure out that if we had said the 
opposite they would disagree, and have probably dis-
agreed. But, Mr. Speaker, the suggestion today that 
we are not listening to the people of this country, I say 
is false. If you are a PLP member, and certainly if you 
are a PLP Member of Parliament, you know about 
talking to the people. We are good at that. We do it on 
a regular basis, during, before, after and throughout 
the period between elections. So during this period we 
have talked to our constituents. When we were in 
shelter in place and restricted numbers, we did it via 
Zoom. Now we are back on the campaign trail and 
doing it in person and via clinics. So we have our fin-
ger on the pulse in our districts. And if you don’t then 
you shouldn’t be elected.  
 Let’s say that everybody you talk to agrees 
with what we are doing. Certainly not! Everybody of 
the 30 of us does not agree with everything we are 
doing. That is normal. But you don’t change your posi-
tion because you disagree on one issue. You have to 
balance the entire exercise. Six months ago there 
were confirmed congratulations on 30 seats on the 
work that the PLP Government has done to address 
COVID-19. That has not changed. In the forefront of 
our minds, every decision that is made is to protect 
the health and life of Bermudians.  
 Mr. Speaker, just because you shout the 
loudest and hide your identity and name, you cannot 
win. In a democracy the majority rules. And clearly, in 
this exercise the majority is ruling. I think that the 
quarantine requirements have an expiry date. They 
are not going to be with us forever. I see a date, if we 
can get to 70 per cent or 75 per cent of persons vac-
cinated, you will not even have this discussion. 
 
[Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Minister, you have one minute.  
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: One minute? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. One minute, Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Okay, I will skip to the 
ending then. 



Official Hansard Report 16 July 2021 1793 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 Madam Acting Speaker, we have governed 
with one thing at the forefront of our minds throughout 
this exercise. And that is every decision we make is in 
order to protect the health and wealth of the people of 
Bermuda and to minimise the deaths. Thirty-three is 
33 too many. Every action we take is designed to en-
sure that we go no higher than 33. And we will contin-
ue to work to the best of our abilities to protect the 
security of Bermuda and to support the rights of the 
citizens of this country. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  
 Are there any other Members who wish to 
speak at this time? 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Is that MP Caines? 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, MP Caines, you have the 
floor. Do you have your video camera on? 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker, my 
camera is on. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, thank you. You have 20 
minutes. 
 

PLP FOCUSED AND UNITEDLY TACKLING THE 
ISSUES—You are speaking to Minister Hayward 

 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. If I had to name my 20 minutes this after-
noon, I would entitle it “You are speaking to Minister 
Hayward.” 
 Over the last few weeks, over the last 15 to 16 
months, we have had a period of differences in opin-
ion. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Member, before you continue, I 
am still unable to see you. Can anybody attest if they 
can see him? He is not showing up on my screen. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, we can see him.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, thank you. 
 Sorry for the interruption. 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: Hello, can you see me? 
 
Some Hon. Members: We can see you. 
 
Mr. Wayne Caines: If I had to entitle this it would be 
“You are speaking to Minister Hayward.” 
 I had the opportunity over the last 15 months 
to consider differences in opinions from political col-

leagues, differences in opinions of medical experts, 
differences in opinions of family members, differences 
in opinions from armchair quarterbacks, neighbours 
and friends. Everybody had an opinion of what 
COVID-19 is, what COVID-19 was, medicines that we 
should take, modalities of healing, what antibodies 
are, everybody had their view. 
 Looking online, talking to friends, speaking to 
medical experts, going to medical books, talking to 
gurus, talking to friends, organising trips, going 
abroad, everybody became an expert. Unlike 25 years 
ago when we had limited founts of information and 
limited access to information, everyone had access to 
information at their fingertips based on the Internet. 
This access to information led to people going to their 
corners and becoming experts. 
 Politics affected the landscape in that the 
Government has had a mandate and its mandate has 
been different. Ultimately, when you mulch it down, 
when it is synthesized, when it is broken down, the 
Government’s responsibility is to protect the people of 
Bermuda. And they have done things that a segment 
of the community has not agreed with. Now, let us 
stop there for a moment. 
 If you are in a relationship with a friend, with a 
wife, with a husband, with a mother, with a father, with 
a dad, with a colleague, there are times when you 
have differences where you have fundamental disa-
greements. A part of human nature is that we have 
the right to have our opinion. And we have come to a 
point in our country’s history where we have gotten to 
specific places and we have become so deeply en-
trenched in our opinion that many of us have forgotten 
that we are a family, that we are a race, that we are 
the human race, that we are Bermudian families. We 
have lost our kilter. 
 If you go on social media, the mind becomes 
flummoxed with the arguing, with the fighting, with the 
backbiting, with the putting down of Government Min-
isters, highlighting the differences that we have. Why? 
Because we are at the most difficult time in our coun-
try’s history. Often times when you are in a difficult set 
of circumstances, you are forced to consider what you 
are truly made of. In some circumstance, we have 
seen the essence of what some people are made of. 
 Here is the thing. I believe that sometimes we 
have differences. I talked to my younger brother, and 
he shared with me his views on vaccination. He does 
not support it. He does not support what the Govern-
ment is doing. My mother, who I love more than life, 
does not believe in the vaccination. She believes that 
is her right, she believes that her faith and in a lot of 
things she is doing makes her not need the vaccine. 
And we disagree vehemently on that. You see I am 
vaccinated. But here is the thing. I agree with my 
mother’s right to disagree with me; and with my broth-
er’s right to disagree with me. But that does not 
change that we have a different set of responsibilities.  
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The Government has a different set of re-
sponsibilities. So, here we were at a point in our coun-
try’s history where we were looking at citizens that got 
vaccinated, and some of us are not in a decision-
making mood anymore. And you are looking at things 
that you disagree with, but you are not at the tip of the 
sword and every time you make a decision there are 
going to be people who agree with you and people 
that disagree with you. But here is the thing. We, as a 
party struggle to make sure that we were not becom-
ing what we hate the most. And what was that?  

You saw December 2. You saw the 1981 ri-
ots. But people did not listen, they did not take on the 
words and the guidance and the [INAUDIBLE] and the 
pandemic. So we had to regroup and listen. And we 
were able to go back in our Chambers, close our door 
and have difficult conversations and we saw a lot of 
the legislation change and soften in certain areas. But 
as a party we grew, as an organisation we grew. We 
were forced to understand that even though we had 
differences in opinion we still had a common cause. 

So, if a person disagrees with the vaccine and 
they do not want to get vaccinated, they still have val-
ue. They are still important. We don’t hate them be-
cause they have made a difficult decision. As a matter 
of fact, in certain circumstances, as long as it does not 
affect the health of everyone else and the mission, we 
have made changes to make it more palatable. But 
guess what. We still have a mission and that is to 
keep the people of Bermuda safe. What does that 
look like? Look at the numbers. The numbers have 
gone down. The deaths have gone down.  

Remember, I am not saying that the person 
who does not believe in the vaccine should be forced 
to be vaccinated. I believe that life is sacred. I believe 
that the gift of choice is sacred. But remember the 
responsibility that Government has. When you see 
people go on social media, when you see people 
march, when you see people protest, when you see 
their courage show, when you see talk shows, when 
you see their rights, they have the privilege to openly 
demonstrate. They have the privilege to go down to 
Cabinet Office and stand and challenge the Premier. 
That is the democracy that we live in. And I am proud 
to see people in this country stand for what they be-
lieve in. 

If for some people this is the first time they are 
being activists, thank you for joining the struggle. If for 
some people in this country it is their first time feeling 
what it is like not being in the mainstream, welcome to 
the party.  

A man came back with a plan. And I do not 
knock this man. I saw a post equating him to Martin 
Luther King, [Jr.]. And whilst I respect you and what 
you are trying to do, sir, you are no Martin Luther 
King, [Jr.].  

Sir, you are no Martin Luther King, [Jr.]! 
This is an opportunity for us to do things dif-

ferently. How do I know? I know that our churches are 

back open, our community centres are back open, our 
social clubs are back open, our family gatherings are 
back open. I was able to celebrate my father’s day! 
Can you believe it? We missed my 50th, but I was able 
to hug my father, [INAUDIBLE] my father at the 
house. It was under 50 people, but we were able to 
celebrate my father’s 50th. The restaurants are open. 
We are hugging each other, smiling, kissing each oth-
er.  

We know that we still have to keep certain 
rules in place and certain regulations in place. But 
guess what. I have always been a person who views 
the cup as half full. I believe in the sanctity of life. I 
believe in doing what is best for Bermuda. I believe 
that we have to come together. I believe that we can 
[disagree]. I believe that we can be on television. I 
believe that we can be on social media without deni-
grating each other, without denigrating our leadership, 
without putting our leaders down. We always have the 
ability to disagree. I believe that is fundamental. But 
things being [INAUDIBLE] in difficult times, difficult 
days. And guess what. If you think that we are homo-
geneous in thought, meaning if you think we all sit 
back and agree on all things, that oftentimes we do 
not. And we have to face the very essence of who and 
what this party is. And at the end, what I am happy to 
say is that we always come out mission focused. 
Why? It is because we remember what we are here 
for. 

When we go around and learn that one of our 
constituents is sick, they call a Member of Parliament 
to come to the house to pray with their family, to sit by 
them in the hospital. And everybody is calling on the 
telephone. We get the calls. They don’t send the 
emails to their families. They do not make the calls to 
the people bringing them down. They call their Mem-
ber of Parliament. I want you to hear that. When they 
are broken, when they need help, when they need 
guidance, when they need advice, they are coming to 
their Members of Parliament. Even in this pandemic 
they are coming to us to give them guidance, to give 
them help, to try to help them find a job, to sign the 
back of their [INAUDIBLE], give a reference for their 
child, give them guidance, tell them who to go to for a 
doctor. That is what they see their Members of Par-
liament for.  

So sometimes we focus so much on that 
which is bad, that which is [INAUDIBLE] we forget that 
there are a number of people in this country that do 
not use the Internet, that are not vociferous in their 
angry, tortured, nasty writing that they still respect 
who we are and what we do and how we help. So we 
know that we are not perfect, and that we have very 
far to go. We have to stay focused. And we have to 
stay dedicated to what we are doing. 

I went to a home on a professional visit for my 
job, and the lady was sitting there [INAUDIBLE] and 
she was upset. And she looked at me and said, I need 
to speak to my MP Jason Hayward.  
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I said, I beg your pardon. 
She said, I have some problems. (Watch this, 

Madam Acting Speaker.) She said, I need to speak to 
my MP, Jason Hayward. I have some problems. I 
need to get some advice.  

I said, Ma’am you are speaking to Minister 
Jason Hayward. What’s the problem? How can I serve 
you? 

She said, I’m confused. 
I said, You are speaking to Minister Jason 

Hayward.  
Madam Acting Speaker, I knew that Jason 

was up to his eyeballs dealing with immigration mat-
ters and meeting with members of Cabinet. So what 
she saw as the Minister not being available, I saw as 
my opportunity to say, He is not heavy, he is my 
brother. And I was able to jump in with that and stand 
and tell her that she was speaking to Minister Hay-
ward. 

Now, in thinking [INAUDIBLE] Progressive 
Labour Party, we were put in place to support, to 
guide and to govern the people of Bermuda. Again, 
we are not perfect. Again, we will make mistakes. But 
we have to view tonight as a reset. We were put in 
office to govern the people of Bermuda, to take ad-
vice, to listen and to work hard and we will continue to 
do that.  

Yes, we will take licks. And we have been tak-
ing strikes over the last few months. But guess what. 
What you do not know is that when you put down the 
keypad and get off your WhatsApp [INAUDIBLE] we 
still work, we still go to homes, we still go to those 
[INAUDIBLE], Wednesday night, Tuesday night meet-
ings. We still go to our communities. When you drive 
across the South Shore tomorrow, look at our Minister 
Lawrence Scott, he is on his post in Southampton. He 
is on his post in Warwick. And he has people there 
building that community together. When you have a 
chance, go down to constituency 1 and Minister Ming 
(she’s from St. George’s but the number one Somer-
set friend), she walks in her constituency to make sure 
they stay healthy. If you look at what everyone is do-
ing, even with all of the burden of [INAUDIBLE] with 
all of the hardship they are here to serve the people of 
Bermuda.  

We have always, always, allowed the small to 
take over the ring. So, people in this country, this par-
ty is dedicated to you, is working hard for you. We are 
not perfect. We have to keep going to the drawing 
board. There are times when we have fought over the 
issues surrounding quarantine, wondering what we 
are going to do. We are stronger as a party to find 
[the] centre. We accept that the decision that was 
made was the best thing for many. We support and 
honour and respect those who have different views on 
vaccination, have different views on quarantine. But 
we still have a mandate to do that which is right for 
this country. And we will still continue to do it. 

July 17 marks four years for this party being in 
power. I can tell you this: If this Government were not 
in power, I shudder to think what state this country 
would be in now. So guess what. We understood that 
this time was going to be difficult. But we are still 
standing. As a country we are still thriving. We have a 
ways to go, so let’s focus on getting the economy 
back together. Let’s focus on making sure that our 
families remain stronger. And I challenge, Madam Act-
ing Speaker, for us to now find opportunities for each 
other, to give each other a helping hand, to help those 
amongst us who need learning support, who need 
emotional support. Instead of writing those emails, 
those [INAUDIBLE] messages, those Facebook mes-
sages, those Instagram messages, those Tweets that 
denigrate or pull down your Members of Parliament or 
your colleagues, why don’t we, as a country, make 
this the night of the reset for reaching out and encour-
aging each other, motivating each other, finding things 
that keep us together, that bind us, that make us 
stronger. That is the only way we are going to prove 
what Bermudians are made of. 

Madam Acting Speaker, I remember being a 
boy and my father and his brothers putting in win-
dows. Oh, not one person came, but my brother came 
and the entire community came, putting those win-
dows in, putting shingles on [INAUDIBLE] Madam Act-
ing Speaker. But the truth of the matter is, everyone 
was working together to make our community strong-
er. We must reverse back to that which made us 
stronger.  

Lower the tone of the argument. Lower the 
tone of the rhetoric. Understand that the rules have 
been put in place to make us protected. And when we 
disagree with them, disagreement is okay, not [INAU-
DIBLE] rights. We understand the sacredness of indi-
vidual rights. We will acknowledge that a person’s will 
should not be broken for any purpose. We get that. 
But I can tell you that we are going to continue to work 
hard. We are going to continue to work for our constit-
uents, and continue to throw out their seeds.  

Madam Acting Speaker, last week I saw a 
post from somebody in my constituency. And she 
shared with me that the mirrors on [INAUDIBLE] field 
were not working. To the average person that doesn’t 
mean anything. That is not significant in any way. But 
imagine if you were a mom and your child was in the 
back of the car and you go to cross a very busy junc-
tion . . . it was my responsibility to stop everything that 
I was doing for this constituent who raised a flag that 
was important to her. And because it was important to 
her, it was important to me, and because it was im-
portant to me, it was important to the Premier. And 
because it was important to the Premier, it was im-
portant to [Senator] Owen [Darrell], it was important to 
Vincent, it was important to Wayne Campbell. Why? 
Because we all are [Minister] Jason Hayward.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
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The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. I hope 
that when it is time for you to represent the women, 
you are able to take on the female persona and do the 
great job that you did representing Minister Hayward. 
 Are there any other Members who wish to 
speak? 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: With whom am I speaking?  
 
Mr. Jache Adams: MP Adams. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, MP Adams. You have 
the floor. You have 20 minutes.  
 

NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE CONTRACT 
 
Mr. Jache Adams: Madam Acting Speaker, I must 
say that this evening I have the unenviable task of 
following MP Caines with his passionate and emo-
tional speech on the motion to adjourn. But nonethe-
less, I will continue.  
 Madam Acting Speaker, it has come to me a 
common quote that I often use, and it says that it is 
not the strongest or most intelligent that survive; but 
rather, the one most adaptable to change. So, what 
we have here today is evidence of how true those 
words really are.  
 Madam Acting Speaker, MP Cannonier con-
tinued to demonstrate this evening the big reason why 
he, as the then Leader of the OBA, lost the last elec-
tion. He refuses to adapt. He keeps coming with the 
same routine we have seen time and time again.  
 Madam Acting Speaker, this evening I will not 
raise my voice. I will not bang on tables. I will not per-
form a tirade, because there is nothing to hide. So 
let’s get to the truth. 
 Number 1, let me simply start by putting this 
to bed early and say that the board approved the NSC 
loan in May of this year.  
 Number 2, Atlantic Energy Solutions Group 
(AESG) was a successful bidder in a public tender 
offering. It is as simple as that. The decision to pro-
ceed with AESG was then confirmed independently by 
a local large engineering company. AESG was con-
sidered successful prior to Damon Wade becoming 
chairman of the best party in this country. Almost 
three years of review and analysis took place, Madam 
Acting Speaker, with no one complaining from AESG, 
no one complaining from the Government, no one 
complaining from the National Sports Centre. But we 
wanted to get it right, and we could not proceed until 
we were comfortable that we did.  
 Madam Acting Speaker, since the project be-
gan (here is what is interesting), everything has been 
going according to plan. Everything has been going 
exactly on what was agreed. I know that this is not the 
sensationalized story that the OBA wants the public to 

believe, but it is the truth. What the Honourable Mem-
ber is going to be disappointed to hear is that the let-
ter he is referring to was not supported by any other 
board member.  
 But, Madam Acting Speaker, since we are in 
the mood of asking questions, I would like to ask 
some of my own. Why are they so against the Gov-
ernment providing opportunities for Bermudians? I can 
recall the Opposition Leader saying while we were 
discussing the Economic Recovery Plan that the doc-
ument needed to be simpler for the average Bermudi-
an. Madam Acting Speaker, why does the OBA con-
stantly undermine the intelligence and capabilities of 
our people?  
 Madam Acting Speaker, who would they pre-
fer received the contract? Another Canadian compa-
ny?  
 Madam Acting Speaker, no matter how many 
times the Opposition tries to spin this and try to make 
this look guilty, the truth is a Bermudian company won 
a public tendering offer based on the qualifications 
and experience on a project that will provide the Gov-
ernment cost savings and allow the National Sports 
Centre to run more efficiently. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, I notice the Honoura-
ble Member did not mention the $600,000 BELCO bill 
that this project is expected to virtually eliminate. 
There is no mention of the Bermudian jobs that this 
project will create. There is no mention of the in-
creased value for the taxpayer money. You see, then I 
start to think to myself, I can’t be the only one who 
finds it rich that a man who would take money to go 
on a jet ride has the audacity, the gall, to beat his 
chest in this ludicrous manner.  
 Madam Acting Speaker, I can vividly recall a 
certain Member stating publicly when he became the 
Opposition Leader that he would tell all, and yet, ironi-
cally, three years later, we have heard nothing. I be-
lieve the Honourable Member has shown his hand 
because it is quite clear where he received that infor-
mation because I have heard the same questions 
many times before. So, I hope that he is better able to 
explain those answers than I can, because I have 
tried. For example, Madam Acting Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member proceeds to speak about a monthly 
fee of $12,000 for so many years, when no such 
agreement exists. And so he is literally going to have 
to come back to this House and retract yet another 
baseless statement.  

Madam Acting Speaker, with that, I am going 
to close because I wish the Honourable Member well 
on his deep dive. And, more importantly, I hope that 
he looks for a new source of information. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members who wish to 
speak? 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, Premier. Is that you? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, it is me.  
 
The Acting Speaker: You must have a magic camera 
because you are the only one who has come that I 
can see.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I understand. Madam Acting 
Speaker, I will tell you the honest to God truth, I con-
templated not speaking after the Member from con-
stituency 19 gave that amazing retort to the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 12. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Are you speaking, Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am!  
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am going to close this out this 
motion to adjourn, it’s time for us to go home. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. You have 20 minutes. 
 

NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE CONTRACT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. I appreciate that. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, earlier today we wit-
nessed a despicable innuendo–laced attack on private 
citizens and Members of this House under the cloak of 
parliamentary privilege without even the decency of 
even trying to ascertain the facts by putting the matter 
into a parliamentary question. And as the Honourable 
Member from constituency 9 just stated, how can the 
contract that took 33 months to put together, was 
scrutinised time and time again, that is going to save 
taxpayer money, create jobs, make more efficiency, 
make our economy greener and better, all of a sud-
den, a bad thing? 
 And it is just rich that this is coming from a 
former Premier who was a Minister of Public Works in 
a Government that gave a $40 million no-bid contract 
to build Cross Island that has cost the Government of 
Bermuda $4.3 billion a year. This project saves the 
Government money. And we are having a debate? 
Come on now. The most important thing to know is 
that we have rules, we have laws and they continue to 
be upgraded. It is but sound and fury as the Opposi-
tion wants to create it. It is just that, sound and fury 
not backed up by facts. So the Honourable Member 
from constituency 19 has stated clearly what exactly 
the Honourable Member from constituency 12 was 
saying earlier today.  
 But what this is, Madam Acting Speaker, is 
political opportunism at its finest from the One Bermu-

da Alliance. I will just give you a couple of examples 
before I move on, Madam Acting Speaker. We heard 
the former Premier and the former Minister of National 
Security, calling on the Government of Bermuda to 
enforce the law, when he knows full well, as a former 
Premier and a former Minister of National Security, 
that enforcement is a matter for Government House 
and a matter for the police. So, instead of calling on 
the people who enforce the law to enforce the law, he 
goes with a press statement to his best friends at the 
Royal Gazette, and calls the Government names, ra-
ther than in just the regular fashion, obfuscation of 
what he does, when he knows better. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT FOCUSED AND UNITEDLY 
TACKLING THE ISSUES 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Madam Acting Speaker, I am just 
going to run a third point of political opportunism. I 
remember a press statement 12 days ago from the 
Honourable Opposition Leader who spoke about how 
the country was being deprived a debate on quaran-
tine regulations and how the Government has held up 
a motion to be debated and after all of that, Madam 
Acting Speaker, after two-weeks’ times, was there a 
motion on the Order Paper from the Opposition to-
day? No, there was not. No motion whatsoever. So, 
what I will say is political opportunism because if the 
One Bermuda Alliance was so against the Govern-
ment’s measures to protect our borders, then why did 
they not lay down that motion today?  

Why not, Madam Acting Speaker? It is be-
cause they are playing politics. The worst type of poli-
tics.  

So we have heard a number of Members from 
this side speak, Madam Acting Speaker, and it has 
been a very good motion to adjourn. And like the four 
last Members who spoke before, who spoke on my 
side before— 

 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Premier, the Speaker has tak-
en the Chair so you can acknowledge him. 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: All right. It is so good to see the 
red and blue tie. Madam Acting Speaker, I like your 
ensemble. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Blue and blue all the way! I am 
taking advantage while I am the Acting Speaker.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: At least his tie matches mine! 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Premier. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 So here is the difference. While their candi-
dates troll press conferences and stand outside, we 
work. While they look to attack and demonise people 
in society, Mr. Speaker, we work. When they pen fake 
WhatsApp forwards talking all type of nonsense, at-
tempting to sow division in this community, we, as a 
team of 29 Members of the House of Assembly who 
will fly the PLP banner, we work. When they look to 
sow division, Mr. Speaker, we work together to make 
sure that this country gets better. 
 So, the truth is that unity and focus are re-
quired. And we cannot be distracted. We have heard 
a lot of things over the past few weeks. And as I have 
always said when I speak here, this Government is 
not perfect. I am not perfect. No one is perfect. And 
every time there is a need to examine what it is we 
need to do better. But here is what I can say, Mr. 
Speaker: When other countries are seeing surges in 
cases, when other countries are having to re-
implement restrictions, when other countries are find-
ing themselves having to close down shops and 
stores and everything else after reopening their bor-
ders to tourists, we are not, because we believe that 
what we have constructed is a very strong border con-
trol policy, Mr. Speaker, which can assist us in moving 
forward. 
 As many Members have said today, the most 
important thing is to take care of the people we serve. 
I cannot imagine having to be in a place and tell stu-
dents they cannot go to school, children cannot go to 
summer camps, persons cannot open up businesses, 
and people have to stay at home, the hospital is about 
to overflow. We are not going to do that again, Mr. 
Speaker. We learn from experience, and we have to 
move on. So, when you see places like BVI, we see 
places like Barbados, we see places like Australia 
back in lockdown, and we see the United Kingdom 
who has reported their highest figure of cases in six 
months, that is not a place where we want to be. We 
do not want businesses closing down all over the 
country because people are quarantined. We do not 
want those challenges. So that is the reason why it is 
important that we stay the course, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, as many persons have said, it is a very 
delicate road. And it is a delicate, delicate, delicate 
balance. Here is what I can say: With our strong bor-
der protections our country is returning to normal. As 
Members have said before, restaurants are open, 
bars are open, summer camps are open, gyms are 
open, movie theatres and bowling alleys and retail 
stores are open. Large events can happen. And the 
only restrictions inside of our country, Mr. Speaker, 
are that you have to wear masks indoors, and if you 
are going to host an event larger than the limit, which 
is 50, you let the Government know so we can ensure 
the event is held safely and minimise any risk of it be-
ing a super-spreader event.  

So, when I hear all of these things about you 
have to open the country I have to respond, what is 
closed? We are in a fortunate position in this country. 
And though there is a division that we see, we have to 
stay focused on what is necessary. We cannot let the 
selfish actions of a few undermine the collective pro-
gress of this country. We have come so far because 
whether or not we like the science, we have followed 
the science, and because we have all done our part 
as a country. 

So what I want to do tonight, Mr. Speaker, on 
the eve of Eastern Counties where we are going to 
have a safety event where there will be over a thou-
sand persons who will be able to watch sporting 
games, which they cannot do in Barbados because 
sporting events have to be held behind closed doors, 
what I want to do is to thank the vast majority, the 
99 per cent of people in this country, who follow the 
laws, follow the rules, follow the guidelines, know that 
the threat is real and are working with the Government 
to ensure that we can continue to keep our country 
open. I want to thank them. 

I am not going to focus on the minority, the 
very small persons, people who are politically agitat-
ed, people who wilfully disobey the law, people who 
are wilfully going around filming themselves disobey-
ing the law to try to cause chaos in this country. Do 
you know what pleases me, Mr. Speaker? It pleases 
me that the vast majority of the country looks at them 
and say, What are you doing?  

In this country we have hotel workers back to 
work. Our planes are full. Some of our hotels are see-
ing occupancy figures that they saw in 2019. The 
Government, through the Minister of Transport, has 
secured additional cruise ships that are coming in Au-
gust, Mr. Speaker. We are in a good and strong posi-
tion to build. And what we cannot do is allow persons 
who want to tear us apart, to tear us apart from the 
unity of which we created which has driven us to this 
point where we are able to be a success story to the 
world.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, as some Members have 
mentioned, on Sunday it will be four years since the 
election of this Government. On Monday it will be four 
years that I have served in this office. So, on Tuesday 
it will be the four-year anniversary of the PLP Cabinet 
and this Government. I want to say thank you to all of 
the Members of this House who serve on this side 
who continue to support the work of this Government 
in many different ways. We support by voicing our 
disagreements internally, scrutinising our decisions 
and making sure that they are the best possible. We 
support by working inside of our communities. From 
East End of the Island, the Honourable Member 
Renee Ming, Kim Swan, Lovitta Foggo, Tinee 
[Furbert] up there making sure that feeding pro-
grammes happen week in and week out, just like in 
Devonshire Parish pride, just like how they are doing 
in Warwick by making sure they are there all the time, 
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what we are doing in Pembroke, what we are doing in 
Sandys Parish, even out there in Smith’s where we 
have MPs in Hamilton Parish. All throughout this 
country, Mr. Speaker, we are working week in, week 
out, on the doorstep taking care of our residents. 

I want to thank the workers of this party who 
take the licks for the decisions that they are not re-
sponsible for making but support the party because 
they recognise that our objectives are pure. And I 
want to thank the people of this country, Mr. Speaker, 
who continue to put their faith in us. We are not per-
fect. But we are doing the best that we can to make 
sure that this country is safe. 

So on this anniversary, Mr. Speaker, and on 
this weekend, I just want to say thank you to all. I sin-
cerely hope that we have a blessed weekend. I look 
forward to seeing everyone again next weekend, Mr. 
Speaker. And to you, Mr. Speaker, who will not be 
here, I hope that you have a very happy Cup Match 
and continue to wear that wonderful red and blue. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Members, that now brings today’s [sitting] to a 
close. I thank all Members who have contributed to-
day. The Premier just mentioned that I will not be pre-
sent next week, and he is correct. You will be in the 
capable hands of the Deputy Speaker, and I had the 
honourable chair member, MP Foggo sit in today just 
so she can be warmed up in case she needs to assist 
the Deputy Speaker next week.  

But Members, I trust you will be fruitful next 
week in your debates. Enjoy the Cup Match holiday. I 
expect to see a two-day visit for the cup and then it 
will return home afterwards.  

 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Have a great, great Cup Match season! 
Thank you.  
 Good night. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Good night. Blue and blue all 
the way! 
 
[At 7:50 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am Friday, 23 July 2021.] 
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OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
VIRTUAL SITTING 

 23 JULY 2021 
10:06 AM 

Sitting Number 23 of the 2020/2021 Session 
  
 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Today is July 23. We will have 
prayers by Ms. Beale. 
 Ms. Beale. 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Kara Beale, Assistant Clerk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Ms. Beale. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 16 July 2021] 

 
The Deputy Speaker: The Minutes for the 16th of Ju-
ly. [Are there] any objections to confirming the 
Minutes? 
 There appear to be none.  
 The Minutes are confirmed. 
 
[Minutes of 16 July 2021 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no messages from 
the Governor. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no announcements. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no messages from 
the Senate. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier Burt, you have one. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. How are you? 

The Deputy Speaker: Good morning. I’m fine, and 
you? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am not too bad, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 

TOURISM INVESTMENT 
(NAUTILUS HOTEL) ORDER 2021 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Tourism In-
vestment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, proposed to be 
made by the Minister responsible for Tourism with a 
written agreement from the Minister of Finance in ex-
ercise of the power conferred by section 5 of the Tour-
ism Investment Act 2017. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Minister Dickinson, you also have one, a pa-
per. 
 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Good morning, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Good morning, Minister. 
 

ISSUANCE OF NEW  
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES 

 
Hon. Curtis L. Dickinson: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
have the honour to attach and submit for the infor-
mation of the Honourable House of Assembly the Is-
suance of New Government Guarantees, in accord-
ance with section 2AA(3) of the Government Loans 
Act 1978. Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Dickinson. 
 Minister Rabain, Minister of Education. 
 

BERMUDA COLLEGE AUDITED FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2020 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Good morning, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have the honour to at-
tach and submit for the information of the Honourable 
House of Assembly the Bermuda College Audited Fi-
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nancial Statements for the year ended March 31, 
2020. Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister of Educa-
tion, Mr. Rabain. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no petitions. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Deputy Speaker: The first Statement comes 
from the Honourable Colonel Burch. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will 
be reading the Statement for Minister Burch. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Minister Rabain. 
 
TYNES BAY PLANT CRITICAL STATUS REPORT 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
would like to provide this Honourable House with a 
report on the now critical status of the Tynes Bay 
Waste-to-Energy Facility, what it means to us as a 
community and what the Government is currently do-
ing about it.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Tynes Bay Facility, 
located on Palmetto Road in Devonshire, is a mass 
burn waste-to-energy plant which combusts refuse 
and produces high-pressure steam for power produc-
tion, generating some 125,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) 
per day. Most of that power is sold into the BELCO 
power grid. But about a third of it is utilised internally, 
both to power the plant itself, as well as the Tynes 
Bay Seawater Reverse Osmosis plant next door, 
which produces some 750,000 gallons of fresh water 
per day, all from renewable energy.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will recall that due to 
the synergistic relationship with the reverse osmosis 
plant, Tynes Bay was mentioned as an integral part of 
the Water and Waste Water Master Plan. This plan 
will see Tynes Bay repurposed as a renewable energy 
hub for a combined waste and water utility that will 
treat sewage and will produce both potable and non-
potable water, with garbage as its primary energy 
source. We have high hopes for the success of this 
project as it will create a number of environmental 
benefits for the Island as well as provide new oppor-
tunities for creative financing for the government. But 
while this plan will provide for the future, we unfortu-
nately still have to deal with the here and now. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Waste and Water 
Master Plan remains the long-term solution for Tynes 
Bay, and the water and waste water infrastructure in 

general. But unfortunately, time has caught up with us 
and the plant’s current state now requires swift action 
even ahead of the Waste and Water Master Plan. 
Many of you may recall that the plant is now over 25 
years old and has undergone one major refurbishment 
some 10 years ago. While this investment has pro-
longed the life of the plant, there are now components 
that are reaching the end of their useful life, with full 
replacement being the only option. This means that a 
total plant upgrade—which will span some three to 
five years—needs to start now. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is truly hard to depict 
the true value the service Tynes Bay provides to our 
community. While many focus on the collection (and 
sometimes non-collection) of our garbage, few are 
fully aware of what happens to that garbage once it 
leaves our curbside week in and week out by the ded-
icated collections teams. To many it just magically 
disappears, but to the engineers, technicians and 
skilled personnel who work at Tynes Bay, it is a con-
stant battle to process the never-ending stream of 
garbage which arrives at a rate of some 200 to 300 
tons per day. If not for Tynes Bay, that same garbage 
would find itself either destroying what’s left of Pem-
broke Marsh—in the form of an un-engineered land-
fill—or festering on our cubsides and being burned in 
trash barrels like we used to do decades ago. This 
would result in an increase in the rodent population 
that no one wants to see. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is certainly not the 
Bermuda we wish to return to, and thus it should be 
somewhat sobering to hear that, with the current state 
of the plant, we could return to these conditions at any 
time—if we do nothing. While I have painted a bleak 
outlook of the present reality, and it is indeed reality, I 
also wish to ensure the public that this Government 
has chosen to face this reality head-on and has al-
ready approved the go-ahead of a full refurbishment 
of the facility ahead of the Waste and Water Master 
Plan. Tynes Bay is simply too important a service to 
let fail. And while there will be years of hard work to 
arrive at a final solution, I can assure you that work 
towards that final solution has already begun. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will continue to give 
updates of this work as it unfolds and will keep the 
public abreast of our challenges, solutions and inevi-
table successes.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. [Do] you 
have another Statement, Minister, for Bermuda Col-
lege? 
 

BERMUDA COLLEGE: 2020 AUDITED 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this morning I rise before 
this Honourable House to lay the 2020 Audited Finan-

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/419cbafb4ccb7a4aaa349cb4fc25c8b2.pdf
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cial Statements for the Bermuda College, as stipulat-
ed in section 8 of the Bermuda College Act 1974.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to report 
that the 2020 audited statements are “unqualified” and 
as such, in the opinion of the Auditor General, the 
statements present fairly the financial position of the 
Bermuda College as at March 31, 2020, and the re-
sults of its operations, changes in its net assets and 
its cash flows. The financial statements indicate that 
Bermuda College had assets worth $22,535,958 and 
total liabilities of $18,236,334. 
 Additionally, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it should be 
noted that the Bermuda College currently has no long-
term debt. Cash and cash equivalents for the fiscal 
period decreased by 10.7 per cent to $3,104,426. The 
accounts receivable increased by 22.3 per cent to 
$1,062,359, and the accounts payable increased by 
9.8 per cent and stood at $2,957,052 at the end of the 
2020 fiscal year.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the net book value of 
capital assets as at March 31, 2020, was 
$15,555,788, down 6.6 per cent, or $1,093,366, from 
last year’s total. With the Bermuda College Founda-
tion now functioning, it is anticipated that the College’s 
asset base and associated depreciation will increase 
over time.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, during the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 2020, the Government operational 
grant increased by $125,000 while other revenues 
increased marginally by $13,570. However, during the 
same period, academic services, administration ex-
penses and public relations increased by $622,690, 
resulting in a deficit of $483,616 at the end of the 
2020 fiscal period. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, during the past several 
years, Bermuda College and the Office of the Auditor 
General have worked assiduously to get the College’s 
audits up to date in order for the Bermuda College to 
comply with the financial standards of its accreditors. 
Last year, with the tabling of its 2018 and 2019 audit-
ed statements, all outstanding audits for Bermuda 
College were completed; and with the tabling of the 
2020 audited financial statements, Bermuda College 
audits are all up to date. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, looking ahead, the au-
dited file for the year ended March 31, 2021, is cur-
rently with the Office of the Auditor General and the 
audit is scheduled to begin planning meeting sched-
uled for July 16, 2021. The audit is expected to be 
completed by September 30, 2021, as per the Bermu-
da College Act.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, in closing, acknowl-
edgement and thanks are given to the former Auditor 
General, Mrs. Heather Jacobs-Matthews; the current 
Auditor General, Ms. Heather Thomas; and the team 
at the Office of the Auditor General for their efforts in 
helping to bring Bermuda College up to date with its 
audits. Thanks are also extended to faculty and staff 
at the Bermuda College, under the leadership of Pres-

ident, Dr. Duranda Greene, for their support and con-
tinued commitment to deliver quality tertiary education 
to the broad community.  
Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Minister 
Rabain, you have another Statement. 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CONSULTATION DECISION 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Government prom-
ised that we would finally be the Government that took 
education reform seriously. If there is one thing on 
which we all agree, it should be that our decisions 
around education must always consider what is best 
for our children today and for future generations. Over 
the past four years, we have set about bringing real 
and tangible education reform to provide an education 
system that puts our children first and prepares them 
for 21st century opportunities within an equitable and 
sustainable system. Our children must be educated to 
lead personally and professionally, compete locally 
and contribute globally.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this morning I rise to 
share with my honourable colleagues the decisions 
around the Parish Primary Schools Proposal. Last 
night I announced that the Bermuda Public School 
System would move forward with parish primary 
schools. This plan will see one primary school per par-
ish, with two primary schools in Pembroke, for a total 
of 10 primary schools, 8 fewer than the 18 primary 
schools we currently use.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, if there has been one 
consistent cry from the people of Bermuda about edu-
cation, it has been said time and time again that the 
decisions around education need to be free of political 
influence and decisions should be more about what is 
best for our children. In fact, on Tuesday I accepted a 
petition supporting the retention of a particular school 
by four gentlemen from Sandys. I was struck by one 
of their comments which implored me, and I quote, 
“Do not make this decision based on politics. Our chil-
dren lose out when that is done.” 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we used well-thought-
out and defined criteria that identified the best existing 
school site in each parish that could be redeveloped 
or rebuilt into the primary school of the future. One 
that would provide the required facility to complement 
the current work being done to redesign how teachers 
teach and how children learn, the revising of the cur-
riculum and the creating of an equitable system and to 
achieve the vision of primary schools that exist of and 
for the parish and the community.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have been hard at 
work since January 2020 preparing the proposal for 
parish primary schools and thinking deeply about how 
best to engage the public in a robust and meaningful 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/e539aecd3386f249b5f0133c04ec2f63.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/d2ec258ddebc8200d02cb7cc21a455a0.pdf


1804 23 July 2021 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

consultation on the proposal. Starting from the consul-
tation document released in December 2020, followed 
by 24 Zoom meetings with internal and external 
stakeholders, we spent a lot of time engaging with and 
listening to the public and their thoughts about the 
parish primary school proposal. The engagement ses-
sions starting in January 2021 have led us to today, 
July 2021, and the decisions that were announced last 
night.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the engagement ses-
sions garnered 121 written submissions, 434 individu-
al questions and over 1,000 signatories. After the orig-
inally scheduled engagement sessions, further ses-
sions were conducted with representatives of St. 
George’s and the Sandys communities. As a result, 
there was a change in the proposal for Devonshire 
Parish based on the alternatives provided during the 
consultation sessions. This level of engagement is a 
testament to the importance of the decision, not just 
for Bermuda’s children today, but for honouring the 
past and, importantly, for our future generations.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the decision to have par-
ish primary schools was solely based on the best pos-
sible sites currently being used within each parish. 
This was a process that was fair, equitable, transpar-
ent and robust. As a result of this process, the follow-
ing sites are being redeveloped as parish primary 
schools: 

• St. George’s—East End Primary School site; 
• Hamilton Parish—Francis Patton Primary 

School site; 
• Smith's Parish—Harrington Sound Primary 

School site; 
• Devonshire Parish—Elliot Primary School site; 
• Pembroke Parish—Victor Scott Primary 

School site, and West Pembroke Primary 
School site; 

• Paget Parish—Paget Primary School site; 
• Warwick Parish—Purvis Primary School site; 
• Southampton Parish—Dalton E. Tucker 

School site; and finally, 
• Sandys Parish—Somerset Primary School 

site. 
 In addition to the aforementioned, the Pro-
spect Primary School site will be repurposed as an 
exceptionalities signature school. As a result, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, schools not named above will even-
tually be discontinued to be used as primary schools.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, to be crystal clear, I want 
to assure parents, educators and alumni that the deci-
sions on parish primary schools will not have an im-
mediate effect. There will be no closures of any prima-
ry schools this school year or the next school year. 
The eventual discontinuing use of any schools will be 
phased in over a period of no less than five years, 
starting after the 2022/23 school year, and more spe-
cifically between the years 2023 and 2027. In a few 
months a project and programme management firm 
will be secured, and a supporting team created to de-

velop a specific plan with timelines for transitioning 
away from the primary schools that will no longer be 
used. This will be anchored by a capital works project 
and finance plan. 
 These eventual changes will be challenging 
for many. We are acutely aware of the need to handle 
student and staff transitions throughout this process 
with care. We will engage and involve those directly 
affected and will share regular progress updates and 
implementation plans throughout the process.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, decisions like these are 
not taken lightly and without considerable thought be-
hind them. As previously mentioned, we had a robust 
and meaningful consultation process in which the pub-
lic was afforded the opportunity to express their opin-
ions and provide alternatives to the proposals. I am 
fully aware that today's decisions, while being wel-
comed by some in our communities, will displease 
others. I can state with confidence that throughout the 
consultation the majority of those engaged agreed—
agreed and endorsed the direction education reform 
was headed, but not all agreed with the proposed 
school sites. Again, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I reiterate 
that we must always make decisions around school 
reform with our children’s best interests in mind. This 
must and always should be our guiding principle. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this process has been 
hard for some communities—that is, the parishes with 
multiple schools. While for others it has not—the par-
ishes with one primary school. However, from St. 
George’s to Sandys, we are asking our entire country 
to put the needs of our children first. Some communi-
ties will see neighbourhood schools that have stood 
for generations eventually discontinued to be used, 
and that pain is not lost on me.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have been open and 
transparent to everyone who has called, WhatsApp’d, 
emailed or spoken to me face to face that our deci-
sions have to be based on what is best for our chil-
dren and free from political pressures. I realise having 
this approach has not been received with open arms 
in our community. There is no secret that there have 
been some in the Sandys community who have been 
quite vocal in their opposition to the proposal that had 
the current Somerset Primary/Lagoon Pre-School site 
as the best site in Sandys to be redeveloped.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, by way of some explana-
tion, the West End Primary School has a very power-
ful 150-year history, and I am ever grateful for the 
numerous documents that I have received detailing 
that rich and powerful history. A history that has unfor-
tunately been rooted in racial discrimination that has 
seen one school favoured over another in the past 
based on reasons of race. While this is a critical lega-
cy that must be recognised, as I have mentioned on 
many occasions, our process focused on the sites of 
current schools and which are best suited for redevel-
opment for our children. 
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 I have and I am sure my fellow MPs have al-
ready been inundated with messages from members 
of the public once the announcement that the decision 
would be made public on Thursday evening went live. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Bermuda Progressive La-
bour Party was borne out of the auspices of fighting 
the intolerable legacy of discrimination to ensure all 
Bermudians are treated fairly and equal, as well as 
given opportunities to succeed regardless of the col-
our of their skin. 
 Despite many of us in the Progressive Labour 
Party sharing and being subject to the same history 
and legacy, we have decided that this decision must 
be de-politicised. This does not mean dismissing the 
past; it is about privileging Bermuda’s children's fu-
ture. I draw colleagues’ attention to the law of origin 
which states that a school must be student-centred. 
This is a simple yet all-encompassing fact inherent in 
the reason for the creation and existence of schools, 
and therefore inherent in the school's work. We must 
always follow that one guiding principle when it comes 
to education, which is always do what is best for our 
children.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, throughout the consulta-
tion process, I have personally been moved by the 
level of passion and reverence our communities have 
shown for the schools within their parish. In Sandys 
especially I have been reminded of the disgusting his-
tory of racism and segregation forced on our people 
that has led to unhealed trauma and pain that exists 
today. It is a shameful past that still lives within a cer-
tain segment of that community. However, as unsight-
ly as it is, it is a rich history that we must honour in a 
meaningful way. 
 On the other hand, there is a segment of the 
same community that is fully behind the proposal, as 
they see this as a means to finally achieve the equita-
ble and fair system our forefathers fought for. These 
are real feelings felt by all and are not lost on me as 
the Minister of Education. I fully understand the result-
ing huge burden of making a decision that places our 
children’s best possible chance to succeed before 
political pressures. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have to, we must and 
we will honour the legacy, history and culture of our 
schools, specifically our schools that provided our 
Black children with opportunities when the system of 
the day refused to do so. To this end, we recognise 
and celebrate our history and will create a Historical 
Legacy Committee. The idea of this committee is to 
determine the best way to document, record and 
share this rich history. Not only to preserve it for future 
generations but to help communities understand and 
cope with the intergenerational trauma and pain that 
still exists today within our community as a result. 
Work towards the Historical Legacy [Committee] has 
already begun and further updates will be provided in 
due course.  

 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the first step is to create 
a national framework within which ideas and pro-
posals from members of our community can be devel-
oped, implemented, and shared with schools and the 
community. Some examples as suggested from the 
consultation process may include the following: 

• digitised oral histories; 
• published written histories of primary schools; 
• visual historical timelines; 
• homecoming celebrations; 
• permanent historical exhibits in parish primary 

schools; 
• the potential renaming of some parish primary 

schools; and 
• the rewriting of curriculum to include school 

and educational history. 
  I have heard and I deeply understand the pro-
spect of discontinuing the use of some schools, in-
cluding those with rich histories and legacies. This is a 
very difficult and painful process for many community 
elders, alumni, parents and students; and I 
acknowledge that. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am, however, heart-
ened by the consistent thread throughout all of the 
information provided on the importance of history and 
legacy. It comes back to the guiding principle that all 
children should have an equitable, high-quality and 
world-class education. History teaches us many les-
sons, and that we need to do better for each and eve-
ry one of our children is one [lesson] that we have 
learned and, as a result of this process, [one that] we 
are working to realise. Today we stand at the cusp of 
a life-altering decision for our children, a decision that 
will chart the next chapter in the history of public edu-
cation in Bermuda for generations to come.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are not simply decid-
ing to discontinue using schools because it is some-
thing to do. We are opening new schools on sites that 
have been judged to be the best possible sites per 
parish. While we refer to these sites by the names of 
the schools that currently occupy that space, there is 
no reason why renaming schools to reflect the pro-
gress and growth we as a country have made over the 
last 50-plus years should not be considered. In fact, in 
some cases this should be considered mandatory. 
 Our history in Bermuda, especially in educa-
tion, has been filled with examples of deliberate and 
purposeful exclusion of certain segments of society, 
mostly Black children, to our country’s detriment. We 
will start the process of writing a new chapter and cre-
ating new memories for our children and future gener-
ations to look back upon fondly. A future in which [all 
children] regardless of who they are, are able to best 
succeed. Time will heal all wounds, but only if we al-
low them to be healed. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the year 2021, in a 
nation as proud as ours, in an Island as small as ours, 
with so many assets in human capital, with the politi-
cal will of the Government, and holding our aspirations 
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for young people close to our hearts, I ask Bermuda, 
Why shouldn’t each and every child in Bermuda re-
ceive a world-class education? When it comes to edu-
cation, leadership is not about the next election; it is 
about the next generation. It is time for us to walk the 
walk and not just talk the talk about education reform. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Before I get to the next speaker, we have not 
seen anybody indicating that they want to ask ques-
tions at this point. So I am just putting that out there. 
 The next Statement is from the Minister of 
Transport. Minister Scott, you have the floor.  
 

SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE GUARANTEE 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, on the 7th of May 2021, I 
advised this Honourable House of the payments being 
made as set out in the project agreement between 
Skyport and the Bermuda Airport Authority. I wish to 
provide the House with an update on the latest MRG 
[minimum revenue guarantee] payment made to 
Skyport earlier this week. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, on July 9 Skyport pro-
vided the Airport Authority with a formal notice of the 
shortfall between the actual airport regulated reve-
nues collected for the period from the 1st of April to the 
30th of June 2021, and the guaranteed minimum regu-
lated revenue for the same period, which was an 
amount totalling $7,579,778.10.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, earlier this year I ad-
vised the House that the project agreement contains a 
predetermined payment schedule of the MRG 
amounts for each calendar quarter of the 30-year con-
tract. The Government has honoured all of its obliga-
tions in this regard, including making this latest MRG 
payment of $7,579,778.10 to Skyport.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, to date we have made 
four MRG payments to Skyport totalling 
$32,772,548.48. We received a contractual reim-
bursement at the end of 2020 in the sum of 
$4,195,088.04, and therefore to date we have made 
net MRG payments to Skyport totalling 
$28,577,460.44. We expect to make additional MRG 
payments in 2021; however, we do not have estimat-
ed amounts at this time. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Bermuda Airport Au-
thority continues to do an excellent job in managing 
this complex matter as part of its oversight responsi-
bilities. The Bermuda Airport Authority has met, and 
continues to meet, all of its contractual obligations 
relating to the MRG payments. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister Scott. 

 The next Ministerial Statement is from the 
Ministry of Social Development and Seniors. The 
Honourable Minister Tinee Furbert, you have the floor. 
Ms. Furbert. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Good morning, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Good morning. 
 

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND SENIORS PROJECTS 

 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise today 
to update this Honourable House on the important 
project work that is being undertaken by the Ministry 
of Social Development and Seniors.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will provide updates on 
the extension of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities [CRPD] to Bermuda, the 
Children’s Commission, litigation guardians, inde-
pendent living, a Seniors Strategy, assisting the 
homeless and our engaging with the third sector.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Honourable House 
will recall that the Ministry of Social Development and 
Seniors was created on the 9th of October 2020. The 
Ministry comprises the Department of Child and Fami-
ly Services, Ageing and Disability Services, and the 
K. Margaret Carter Centre, and also has responsibility 
for the Human Rights Commission and charities.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 2020 Throne Speech 
stated that this Government would seek the extension 
to Bermuda of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, reaffirming that all persons, 
irrespective of their type of disability, must enjoy fun-
damental human rights and freedoms. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to inform 
that technical officers have conducted a thorough re-
view of the necessary articles of the convention to 
determine Bermuda’s current compliance and what is 
required to meet full compliance. It should be noted 
that compliance is Island-wide and not limited to gov-
ernment departments and services. The good news is 
that Bermuda is compliant in many areas, but there is 
still much work to be done. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will 
provide further updates as this initiative progresses.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 2020 Throne Speech 
also advised that this Government would replace the 
Child Care Placement Board with a Children’s Com-
mission whose remit will be to advocate for the chil-
dren in care, promoting best-practice policy, pro-
grammes and service responses to meet their needs. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to inform that we 
have conducted a review of the role of Children’s 
Commissions in other jurisdictions and have also 
reached out to key stakeholders in Bermuda for their 
views on the proposed Children’s Commission which I 
am currently considering. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I plan 
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to bring legislation forward this year to give effect to 
the Children’s Commission.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, in tandem with this work, 
we are collaborating with the Foreign and Common-
wealth Office and have engaged consultants to con-
duct a review of the litigation guardian and counsel 
services provided for under the Children Act 1998, as 
well as training.  Mr. Deputy Speaker, to assist us in 
reviewing the litigation guardian service and any im-
provements that can be made, two highly experienced 
court professionals will be working with us over the 
next nine months. They will be supporting Bermuda to 
determine the model that works for us, taking into ac-
count the experiences of other jurisdictions. Their role 
is supportive and advisory.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, they are currently meet-
ing with key stakeholders in Bermuda about how the 
litigation guardian services can be— 
 
[No audio] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: —litigation guardian service. The 
training will be open to all professionals including the 
litigation guardians themselves (of course), litigation 
counsel, members of the judiciary and social workers. 
This is not an exclusive list, and there are some key 
individuals who will also benefit from being involved in 
this programme. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 2020 Throne Speech 
also stated that this Government would fill the void 
that exists when young people “age out” of govern-
ment care. The Government will establish independ-
ent living coordinators who will devise individual plans 
for our young people coming out of care, to provide 
affordable housing options, post-secondary education 
and career advice, as well as access to physical and 
mental health care.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, at age 18 children in 
care of the director, most of whom have spent the ma-
jority of their childhood with the Department of Child 
and Family Services [DCSF], are now expected to 
shift from being dependent on support from the de-
partment to young adults dependent on themselves, 
virtually overnight. Some have little to no support from 
their family. It is important that the Department of 
Child and Family Services continue to provide support 
services needed if agreed to [in order] to prevent ad-
verse outcomes such as early parenthood, involve-
ment with the criminal justice system, poverty, home-
lessness and dependence on financial assistance.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, in order to reduce the 
barriers for successful transition to adulthood and in-
vest in the success of these young people, the De-
partment of Child and Family Services has developed 
an Independent Living Programme. This programme 
is designed specifically for children ageing out of 
[their] care who at 18 do not have an identified transi-

tion plan. Consideration will be given to those children 
who were involved with DCFS and have aged out 
within the previous 18 months, based on an estab-
lished criterion.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Independent Living 
Programme will provide stable housing, and intensive 
support and guidance to assist these young persons 
in developing the life skills necessary to become suc-
cessful and productive citizens. Programme delivera-
bles will ensure the young person has stable housing 
and support in educational and vocational training, 
and attains money management skills. [The pro-
gramme will also] support the young person in build-
ing and maintaining healthy relationships and lifelong 
connections with caring adults, establish connections 
to medical and social/emotional resources and assist 
the young person in securing and maintaining em-
ployment. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, collaboration will take 
place with Workforce Development to have the Inde-
pendent Living Programme participants engage with 
career development officers as a mandatory require-
ment for employment readiness via their personal 
employment plan. This will also be a requirement for 
financial assistance eligibility under the new financial 
assistance reform. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Department of Child 
and Family Services is working with the Ministry of 
Public Works to identify a physical location for the 
male participants of the Independent Living Pro-
gramme. The amount of $500,000 has been allocated 
in this financial year for the property. [Teen] Haven is 
the identified residential location for the female pro-
gramme participants. Under a memorandum of under-
standing, the upper level of its bay view property will 
be dedicated for use by the Independent Living Pro-
gramme.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Independent Living 
Programme will be operational 24 hours [a day]. 
There will be professional staff (independent living 
coordinators) and support staff engaged to implement 
the programme. Staff will come on board trained in 
working with young persons with complex needs and 
will be equipped to deliver programming in accord-
ance with best-practice standards on youth independ-
ent living services. Having staff who fully understand 
trauma-informed strength-based service delivery and 
the performance quality improvement process will en-
sure a seamless and successful implementation of a 
quality programme. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the original timeline for 
this programme was scheduled for April 1, 2021, with 
an official launch/operational date of [June] 2021. 
However, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
its restrictions, the timeline for the launch has been 
pushed back, and the revised launch date is for Sep-
tember 2021.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Ministry is also de-
veloping a National Seniors Strategy to meet the 
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needs of the growing senior population in Bermuda to 
enable Bermudians to age well with dignity and re-
spect. I look forward to bringing the strategy to this 
Honourable House in due course.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, one of the most vulnera-
ble groups in our community are the homeless, or 
those who are unsheltered. These individuals or fami-
lies lack stable and appropriate housing. The econom-
ic effects of COVID-19 have added to the numbers of 
the unsheltered, who were particularly challenged dur-
ing the recent shelter-in-place phases. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Government is cog-
nisant of the challenges of the unsheltered and is 
helping. This includes the initiatives being managed 
by my colleague, the Honourable David Burch, Minis-
ter of Public Works, under the short-term economic 
stimulus package. Some $1,600,000 in Bermuda 
Housing Corporation [BHC] projects will produce 17 
residential units. This is adding much-needed units to 
the housing stock of the BHC, who provide a signifi-
cant service to those needing affordable housing. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Ministry is this year 
providing some $550,000 in direct grant funds to sup-
port the operations at the emergency shelter on North 
Street for the unsheltered. My honourable colleague is 
replacing the emergency housing shelter on North 
Street with a new facility this year which will provide a 
modern and more suitable facility to those most in 
need.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Ministry provides a 
further $2,050,000 in grants to assist with housing for 
seniors and other vulnerable groups. This, combined 
with the work and funds provided by other entities 
within government, including Financial Assistance, 
ensures that those most in need are helped and will 
continue to be helped. Mr. Deputy Speaker, we will 
continue to fine-tune our response to assisting the 
unsheltered and collaborate with the third sector to 
ensure that resources are directed to those who are 
most in need.  
 In closing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to 
thank those organisations in the third sector who have 
worked so hard to provide assistance to the most vul-
nerable in our community during this very challenging 
time. I have had regular meetings with them as we 
moved through each phase of the re-opening of Ber-
muda, to get updates on the challenges that their cli-
ents and their organisations were facing. Their self-
less work to help Bermudians in need is heart-
warming, and I encourage my fellow Bermudians, if 
you cannot give financial support to these entities, 
please give of your time.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will continue to collabo-
rate with the third sector groups to ensure that this 
Government is fully aware of the challenges faced by 
the third sector and their clients. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister Furbert. 
That is the end of the Ministerial Statements. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no reports of com-
mittees. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Deputy Speaker: This is the Question Period, 
and it lasts for 60 minutes. The first question is to the 
Honourable Minister Renee Ming. Minister, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Surely, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
question was: 
 

QUESTION: TOTAL COST TO GOVERNMENT 
FOR QUARANTINE SITES  

[This Question was redirected to the 
Ministry of National Security on 16 July 2021] 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will the Honourable 
Minister please inform this Honourable House of 
the total monthly cost to the Government for all of 
the quarantine sites from inception of the pro-
gramme to July 10, 2021? 

 
Hon. Renee Ming: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would just 
like to provide that amount. The weekend is July 11, 
so these values actually are at July 11. It is based on 
invoices received, and it would be $119,034.72. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Mr. Simons, do you have any further ques-
tions? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: You are quite welcome. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So far we have two [Members] 
who would like to ask questions.  

The Honourable Member Neville Tyrrell would 
like to ask a question of the Minister Scott. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I sent 
you questions, too. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Oh, my apologies. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I sent you a number of 
them. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Okay. I do not see them, but 
that is no problem. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: They are in your in box. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Mr. Simons. 
 Hold off, Mr. Tyrrell. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. I have questions for 
the Minister of Works on the Tynes Bay plant. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. That is the first State-
ment? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: That is correct. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 
 

QUESTION 1: TYNES BAY PLANT CRITICAL 
STATUS REPORT 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: It states that most of the 
power is sold over the BELCO power grid. Can the 
Minister confirm the total revenues realised from 
BELCO from the sale of the energy for the past two 
fiscal years? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 
question is actually something that was not listed with-
in the Statement and that will actually require some 
research.  

I do believe, following the rules of the House, 
questions should pertain to everything that is in the 
Statement, not requiring me to actually go and actual-
ly dig up that information like that. But I can endeav-
our to get that information to that Member from the 
Ministry of Works. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions, Mr. Si-
mons? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, a second question. It 
says, “This plan will see Tynes Bay repurposed as a 
renewable energy hub—” 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What page are you reading 
from, Member Simons? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Page 2. 

The Deputy Speaker: Page 2? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. It says, “This plan will 
see Tynes Bay repurposed as a renewable energy 
hub for waste and water utility . . . .” Will this have an 
impact on the amount of energy sold to BELCO? That 
is a supplementary. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, I am just waiting for technical staff. Actually, the 
response here to the question, I guess it is responsive 
to the question that was first asked. A typical sale is 
180 kWh per month. Whether the repurposing of the 
plant will have an effect on that is going to be some-
thing that I will have to get back to the Member on. I 
do apologise, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and I apologise to 
the Member. I was asked to read this only because 
the substantive Minister is having technical difficulties, 
while he is travelling, to be online. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 

QUESTION 2: TYNES BAY PLANT CRITICAL 
STATUS REPORT 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: And then the second ques-
tion that I have on page 4. “If not for Tynes Bay, that 
same garbage would find itself either destroying what 
is left of Pembroke Marsh . . . .” Can the Minister give 
an undertaking that he would share with this House 
the plans that they have for Pembroke Marsh going 
forward? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I can definitely take that 
undertaking on and make sure the technical officers 
have that question. And we can provide some clarity 
around that. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [Are there] any further ques-
tions on the Tynes Bay [Plant] Critical Status Report? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I do, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Richardson, continue. 
 

QUESTION 1: TYNES BAY PLANT CRITICAL 
STATUS REPORT 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you. I thank the Hon-
ourable Minister. 
 In his Statement or in the substantive Minis-
ter’s Statement, he said that some components were 
either deficient or not functioning. And then later on it 
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said in the Statement that we are going into a full re-
furbishment of the Tynes Bay facility.  

My question to the Minister would be, How 
long will the refurbishment take? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that ques-
tion, Honourable Member. I do want to say I think the 
Statement mentioned around five years. But I am 
waiting for our technical officers to get that particular 
answer. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions, MP 
Richardson? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, sir, a supplemental on 
that one. 
 Would the Honourable Minister be able to 
speak to the specific work that is going to take place 
at the site? And obviously, I am mindful that this may 
have to be looked up. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes. Thank you for that 
question. 
 Again I can undertake to get [that information]. 
The Statement did not [mention] exactly what works 
will be undertaken. I do know from actually being a 
Cabinet Minister and listening that there is going to be 
a full refurbishment. When [I] say “full refurbishment 
and rebuild,” that is exactly what it sounds like, a vir-
tually complete rebuild. And if we are talking about the 
entire plant, I was correct in saying that the estimate is 
around five years for a complete rebuild of the entire 
plant. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions on this 
Statement? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Second question, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please continue. 
 

QUESTION 2: TYNES BAY PLANT CRITICAL 
STATUS REPORT 

 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: The Minister said there are 
some 200 to 300 tons of trash processed at the facili-
ty. What are the plans going forward for all of that 
waste? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. Thank you, 
Member. 
 The plan for that is to continue to have the 
plant operate as it has been operating, with fingers 
crossed that we do not have any catastrophic things 
that force the plant to not be able to operate. But as it 
is standing now, it is operating with the fixes that have 

been put in place. But we do recognise that those are 
not a sustainable model. So we will continue to utilise 
it as it is while moving forward [as] the new plant con-
tinues. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: And supplemental, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: What correspondence or 
communication will go out to the public in relation to 
services at Tynes Bay, alterations to services at the 
Tynes Bay if a person wants to take trash or use any 
of those facilities? Where can they look up what they 
can and cannot do, or are we anticipating a full ser-
vice going forward? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: All government announce-
ments are issued by . . . we now have WhatsApp. We 
have the Tree Frog. We have the website. We have 
direct mailings. I am sure you have received direct 
mailings about what is going on at trash collection and 
recycling. There are numerous ways in which the pub-
lic will be kept abreast, also including social media 
and traditional media.  

The Government has numerous ways that the 
public will be kept abreast of everything that is going 
on so they can know well in advance where we are 
and what restrictions there might be coming if those 
restrictions have to be put in place. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. Thank you, Honourable Minister. Those are 
all of my questions. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Do any further Members have questions for 
the Minister on that Statement? 
 Okay. The next questions we have are for the 
Minister of Education on primary schools. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have a question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 

QUESTION 1: PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CONSULTATION DECISION 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: On page 2, the Minister 
indicated that “We used well-thought-out and defined 
criteria that identified the best existing school site in 
each parish . . . .” My question is for the edification of 
the community: Can the Minister succinctly define 
what criteria were used in identifying those schools 
that will be used going forward? 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you for that ques-
tion. 
 As I just talked about in the Statement, the 
criteria are in the public domain. It was part of the 
consultation documents. So I could say that the ques-
tion you have asked, sir, has been in the public do-
main since December 2020. There are clearly defined 
19 attributes. I actually do not have all 19 of them in 
front of me. But there were 19 clearly defined attrib-
utes that were taken into account when we looked at 
each site. Each site was judged by the same criteria. 
And then parishes that had multiple schools were then 
compared . . . the sites within those parishes were 
compared against each other. And the sites that had 
the highest score were the ones chosen. 
 But again, the consultation document can be 
located on the Education Ministry’s website, 
www.moed.bm. It is approximately about 80 pages 
long. And I want to say just over 20 pages of that talk 
about what the criterion are and lists the actual score 
that each site got. So it is extremely transparent. All 
data and documentation are there for you to see. As 
we would say, it is already in the public domain. But if 
[he wishes] that number, I could send it to him directly, 
or he could go to the website and download it and 
look at it himself. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions on that 
Statement? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, I do. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I 
have a supplementary to that question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Ms. Jackson, MP. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Good morning. And good 
morning, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Good morning. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: My question is, given the 
criteria in the public domain I would also like to ask, 
What is the Minister’s criteria or response to gradu-
ates and parents of high-performing schools that are 
now being closed? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I think that this was a ques-
tion that came up during the consultation process. As I 
said, the consultation process went from December to 
now. Again, the answer to that question is within the 
various documents that were displayed, because it is 
one thing that we knew was going to be asked and so 
we ensured that we talked about it. 

 We will say that high-performance schools are 
not an indication of whether the site itself is suitable 
for redevelopment. High-performance schools are 
what we would consider an intangible thing that is 
very difficult to measure. Because it does not take into 
account the facilities; it does not take into account 
services that are required for the individual children; it 
does not take into account equitable services being 
supplied throughout the system. So there are lots of 
different intangibles that go into [it] when you start 
talking about high-performance schools. 
 So what we are assured of is that when we 
provide the necessary services and all of our schools 
are able to stand up and say that they have all of the 
tools that are required for all of those students to suc-
ceed no matter where those children come from, how 
much money their parents have or do not have, or 
what difficulties or specialties that they bring to the 
table, we will be able to make sure that they have eve-
rything that they need. 
 So we feel, and the documentation and the 
data that we collected certainly do support, that mov-
ing to parish primary schools will provide all of our 
children [an opportunity] to succeed and [will] do away 
with the system of having some schools that seeming-
ly succeed and others that do not. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any further ques-
tions? 
 

QUESTION 2: PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CONSULTATION DECISION 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have another question. 
 On page 3 of the Statement, the Minister indi-
cated that he will be engaging a “project and pro-
gramme management firm” to deliver and manage the 
transition.  

My question is, How much has the Govern-
ment budgeted for this management firm’s engage-
ment over the number of years for the transition? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: That is a good question. I 
do not have the exact figures, but that is something 
that was budgeted in this year’s budget for that en-
gagement. So it is a question that I can endeavour to 
get back to the Member with, the exact number that 
was budgeted for this fiscal year for that. But it is 
something that has been budgeted for. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Will this engagement be put 
out to open tender or will it be exempt? 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: This engagement, as a 
matter of fact, Honourable Member, we are in the pro-
cess of discussing. We have been discussing it for the 
last month and a half with the Ministry of Works, which 
of course covers lands and buildings, which owns all 
of the school buildings, and OPMP [Office of Project 
Management and Procurement]. We have been in 
discussions on how the RFP [request for proposal] for 
that process will work. The target date is September. 
We will be releasing an RFP for bids for that work. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: That is all I have. Thank 
you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 Any further questions on that? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I 
still have a question for the Minister. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Ms. Jackson. Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 Minister, just getting back to the criteria again, 
there was much said about the physical plant. But 
again, I am curious if the Minister might shed some 
light on what is being done to assess and adopt and 
save the quality teaching that has occurred within 
high-performing schools that are now closing? What is 
being done to save that information, to protect those 
elements within the school system that are working 
really well from a performance perspective so that 
those high-performance behaviours are transferred 
into this reformed physical plant that you mentioned? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: And I thank you, Member, 
for that question. 
 First, I want to correct a misnomer where you 
say “physical plant.” We looked at the physical sites to 
see if the sites could be redeveloped. I know it is a 
popular thing that the RG [Royal Gazette] keeps men-
tioning that we have looked at physical buildings to 
see what buildings can be redeveloped. It is not. We 
have looked at the actual site to see if the site can 
support the redevelopment of the schools of the fu-
ture. I just want to take that time to clarify that. 
 In terms of what is working and what is not 
working within our system, as you would well know as 
I have done a briefing with you, education reform does 
not involve just the creation of physical buildings that 
will fit 21st century learning. It also has to undertake 
the Learning First programme, a programme that has 
been put in place to examine how teaching is done, 
how learning is done and what we need to do in terms 
of retooling, retraining and helping our teachers be-
come better teachers and what is it they do, as well as 

revamping our curriculum so that it will become more 
relevant for the students whom we do have. 
 The second part of that, as you would know 
as well, is the fading-out of the middle school system 
and reverting back to a two-tiered system. The work of 
that was done earlier this year when we passed the 
Education Amendment Act, which paved the way for 
that. And as has been put in the public domain, we will 
have the first of our two signature schools opening in 
the 2022 school year, and that is at the CedarBridge 
Academy and the Berkeley Institute. 
 The third part, which again the Member is 
aware of, is the creation of the Education Authority. 
The purpose of the Education Authority is to look at 
how schools operate and the governance around how 
schools operate, and to produce more accountability 
within our education system. The Education Authority 
team has been busy interviewing and conducting 
question-and-answer sessions with all of our schools 
and our teachers and our principals, as well as our 
aided schools (because the school that you are refer-
ring to is an aided school) to discuss how they oper-
ate. What is it that they do? So we can incorporate 
pluses, we can incorporate the things that are being 
done well. We can look at the things that are not being 
done well and how we can improve them and produce 
a system that has the governance structure in place 
that produces children, produces the students whom 
we need for Bermuda to succeed. 
 So with all of that in mind, and combined, all 
three of those strands will in fact take a system that is 
disjointed, a system that is inequitable and a system 
that does not provide our children with the necessary 
tools to succeed at all times [and change it] into a sys-
tem that does exactly what we want it to do. And that 
is to give every single child in Bermuda access to a 
world-quality education and the opportunity to be suc-
cessful. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Supplementary, Deputy 
Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Deputy Speaker, 
and thank you, Minister. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: When talking about the 
school sites, Minister, I was just curious. You know, 
we are talking about plans for the teachers and stu-
dents and the like. What about the actual school sites 
themselves that will be [INAUDIBLE]? Are there any 
plans that have been put in place for these particular 
buildings, knowing that maintenance is difficult to keep 
up for Public Works? Has there been any talk about 
what to do with these sites? 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Can you clarify your ques-
tion, Member? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Sure. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Are you referring to sites 
that will be eventually discontinued or sites that— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: That is correct. That is cor-
rect, Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. Thank you. Thank 
you. That is a topical question. 
 In terms of sites that will be discontinued, as I 
mentioned in the Statement, discontinuing will not 
start to be phased in for several years from now. And 
at that point, it will not be that all schools will cease to 
exist and will move to another. There will be an even-
tual movement. So it is something that will have to be 
planned while we talk about the project and pro-
gramme management. This is something that will 
have to be planned and phased in over several years. 
 However, during the consultation process 
there have been suggestions on what could happen 
with school sites that will eventually be discontinued, 
such things as youth centres, day care centres. Some 
people even suggested government offices. When we 
talk about our historical legacy, our preservation 
committee, there is an idea of turning one of them into 
a museum of some sort, of education. So there are a 
multitude of ideas, and there are also people who 
have come out of the woodwork to say, Hey, I have a 
plan. If you are not going to use this school, can I uti-
lise this school for something? 
 So that is still all in its very formative stages 
now. But [you] can rest assured that the public will be 
kept engaged. Of course, the Ministry of Works will 
have to be engaged because school buildings fall un-
der them as well. But there will be robust plans as we 
move along to discuss what could be happening with 
the buildings that are no longer used. I think, also crit-
ically, especially in some areas public engagement 
will have to be part, a very critical part of that en-
gagement as well to determine what happens to these 
schools, some of them which have been community 
school buildings for generations within their communi-
ties. 
 So to answer your question succinctly, there 
have been a lot of ideas that have been put out. We 
are not quite at that space yet. But the ideas are being 
collated and will definitely come into play. And the 
public will know about them so that they can give their 
input as well. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Deputy Speaker, second 
supplementary? 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Continue. Yes. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. The year 2023 will be 
here relatively quickly. It is not too far off, quite frankly, 
as we head to the other half of 2021. I was hoping that 
maybe (and I am hoping that you are thinking on 
these lines as well) this might be a revenue opportuni-
ty also for government knowing that potentially we 
could sell off some of these buildings. Renting always 
is a difficult thing.  

But I do believe and hope that you might be 
looking at that. Would you consider that as well, the 
sale of these properties? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: At this point there is no 
idea that is off the table. As I said there are people 
who have come out of the woodwork who have come 
and said, Hey, I’m looking for a property. I’m looking 
to run something there. This would be a perfect oppor-
tunity for me to get it. So there have been people who 
have come and expressed various ideas. But at this 
point it is difficult to put the cart before the horse here. 
 When it comes to education, we have always 
tended to make bold statements without the data, 
without the patience to back it up. This time we are 
trying to do things completely differently and walk be-
fore we run when it comes to education reform. 
 As you heard me say in the Statement, first 
and foremost on our minds is what is best for the chil-
dren. Once that is settled and that is answered and 
we move forward with that, then we can take on the 
rest of it. Although I do recognise that some of this 
stuff does have to be done simultaneously, rest as-
sured there is nothing that is off the table when it 
comes to what needs to be done in order to ensure 
that our children get the best that we have to offer. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Supplementary, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. Thank you, Honour-
able Minister. 
 Honourable Minister, you said that there is 
nothing that is off the table. But presumably, after all 
of this time and consultation and your decision to 
close nine schools, you must have some plan on the 
table for what you will do with the closed school sites. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I believe I just answered 
that question. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: You didn’t.  

I just asked you if you have a plan that is on 
the table. You have just said that nothing is off the 
table. Is there a plan on the table? 
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Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I said I believe I answered 
that question. The question prior to yours was, Do we 
have any idea of what is going to happen with the 
schools? And I extensively answered the question that 
there have been lots of suggestions. There have been 
things . . . and I even mentioned some of the sugges-
tions that have come from the consultation process. I 
also reiterated that we are in the process of making 
the decisions to move forward. Now that we know 
what the decision is, we can start now looking at how 
that decision can be effected. As we said, after the 
2022/23 school year is when we can start. And we 
can then start talking about the suggestions that have 
come. 
 You are asking me, Is there anything on the 
table? So, since you have asked, I will reiterate what I 
said earlier. We have had suggestions of using— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, Minister, Minister. 
There is no need to repeat. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have adequately an-
swered the question. 
 Any further questions? 
 No further questions? The next questions I 
have are for the Minister of Transport, from the Hon-
ourable Member Scott Pearman to Mr. Scott. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is sup-
posed to be the Minister of Finance. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 

QUESTION 1: SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE 
GUARANTEE 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and thank 
you, Minister of Transport. Thank you for your State-
ment to the House this morning on the minimum reve-
nue guarantee numbers for the quarter and Skyport. 
 Minister, it is probably not a surprise, these 
numbers. But I would ask you to indicate to the House 
where the situation stands now with the diminished 
airlift to Canada and the stunted airlift to the United 
States. How and when do you see those changing? 
Thank you. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: As of right now the airlift to 
Canada will be returning, as Air Canada has indicated 
that they are going to be putting their flights to [and 
from] Canada back on shortly. Also, the airlift to the 
United States has diminished, but that is also slated to 
return. But right now it seems as though international 
contractual travel is operating at about 30 [per cent] to 
40 per cent of pre-pandemic numbers and is not antic-

ipated, meaning projected by IATA (which is the Inter-
national Air Transport Association), to return to pre-
COVID-19 numbers until 2024. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Supplementary? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Minister, in terms of the Canadian airlift, you 
have indicated that it is likely to return. Can you give 
us some sort of rough estimate on the fine print? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: As of right now, the com-
munications that we have had is that it should be rein-
stated prior to school going back in September. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. Thank you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. Supplementary? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Thank you, Minister. 
 In terms of the stunted aircraft lift to the United 
States, again are you able to give us some sort of in-
dication on the timeframe as to when we will see that 
returning to airlift capacity as opposed to numbers on 
the plane? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: We are unable to do that at 
this time. Once again, the best that we have is the 
IATA projections, which would say that international 
commercial air travel will return to pre-COVID-19 
numbers in 2024. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Second question? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE 
GUARANTEE 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Honourable Minister, IATA has indicated that 
we will be returning to pre-COVID-19 numbers in 2024 
as you stated. Others have indicated that we might be 
closer to normalcy levels, or at least Bermuda normal-
cy levels, in 2022. Do you agree with that or disagree 
with that? Is that too ambitious? Is that too negative? 
Do you have any sense of that which you can share 
with the House? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I would be more inclined to 
lean and rely on the IATA numbers, as IATA is one of 
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the more trusted agencies and internationally recog-
nised agencies. When it comes to Bermuda’s num-
bers, there are plans in place. And one way that we 
would be able to get back to pre-COVID-19 numbers 
prior to that would be based off of the Bermuda Gov-
ernment or the Ministry being able to successfully ex-
ecute our air service development policy. 
 That policy is what you have already seen go 
in place now, which is based off of the locally inspired 
routes, for example, the nonstop to the Azores route, 
which has been successful and has been extended 
past its original date. But we are also looking at bas-
ing it on the makeup of the community as a whole. So 
the Ministry is now focusing in on the Caribbean, and 
we believe that with our focusing in on the Caribbean, 
that will help us get flights back on track sooner.  

But I do want to state that we are looking at 
other destinations outside of the Caribbean that will 
help us get back on track. But that is why it is very 
important for our air service development to get back 
up and running to try to get us back on track prior to or 
sooner than 2024. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, supplementary? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Just in terms of the returns to normalcy and 
the UK route, I understand that there are some posi-
tive signs in recent days and weeks in relation to the 
UK route. Are you able to give the House any update 
on that position? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. British Airways has 
indicated that they are going to increase their fre-
quency, which is good. But keep in mind that although 
they are increasing their frequency it does not mean 
that they are matching the pre-COVID-19 frequency 
that they had before. So that is what we have to main-
tain where, yes, you do see that we have full flights 
coming in from the United States. But the United 
States air carriers are using smaller aircraft which car-
ry fewer passengers. So we still do not have the same 
frequency, nor do we have the same seat availability, 
as we did pre-COVID-19. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, second and final sup-
plementary? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
Thank you for the clarity of that answer. 

 Again, still on trying to get the return to nor-
malcy here, could you share the same information in 
respect of Miami and New York, and in particular the 
American Airlines situation?  

Thank you. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Were you asking about 
Miami, the Miami route? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Yes, Miami and New York, and 
in particular the American Airlines situation. Thank 
you. 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: So right now American 
Airlines is doing very well out of Charlotte. They are 
slowly re-introducing the Miami run. We will see that 
they [operate] on Saturdays, which means once a 
week out of Miami. When it comes to going out of 
New York, it goes back to what I mentioned before. 
The US international travel market is not where it used 
to be, and the airlines do not believe that they can 
support multiple air carriers out of JFK as they did pre-
pandemic.  
 And so once again that is where Bermuda has 
to start to take the bull by the horns and create an air 
service development strategy that is strategic, long-
term, consistent and reliable, but also nimble when it 
needs to be. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. Thank you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member Tyrrell, Honourable 
Member Tyrrell, you had questions for the Transport 
Minister? 
 

QUESTION 1: SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE 
GUARANTEE 

 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Thank you very much. Good morning, colleagues. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, my question centres 
around the minimum revenue guarantee [MRG]. And I 
would like to ask the Minister, for the benefit of the 
listening public, What is his Ministry doing to reduce or 
stop these MRG payments? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Member, for 
the question. 
 The main thing that we are doing to stop the 
MRG payments, as I mentioned earlier, is with our air 
service development strategy. But I think it would be 
helpful for the House to know that the MRG is based 
off of departures, not necessarily arrivals. So that is 
why the Ministry is looking to go to locally based and 
locally inspired routes, i.e., Azores, Caribbean. And 
we are also looking at West Africa, which is part of the 
African Diaspora Trail, and points in Western Canada 
right now, which will provide connectivity onward to 
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the Philippines and India. So when we put that in 
place, given that those routes are locally driven, we 
will have persons who will be departing the Island, but 
also those persons will be inviting what we call VFRs 
(visiting friends and relatives), who will come in to visit 
their friends and relatives here in Bermuda because 
we have made it more convenient for them to get to 
Bermuda. So, therefore, when they visit, [when their 
stay is over], then they leave as well. 
 But also, going to these routes will allow for us 
to be able to allow every possible demographic—
those who currently are unable to travel to the United 
States, Canada or the UK due to extenuating circum-
stances. They will be able to travel to the Caribbean 
and/or West Africa, which increases our departure 
numbers and helps mitigate our risk against paying 
the MRG. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions, Mr. Tyr-
rell? 
 

QUESTION 2: SKYPORT MINIMUM REVENUE 
GUARANTEE 

 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Second question, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I noted in the Statement that we are expecting 
additional MRG payments in 2021, Minister. How 
many more payments after 2021 are there likely to 
be? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: I wish I could say that we 
would have no payments at the end of 2021. But I 
think that it is safe to say that we will be paying MRGs 
until 2024, which is when IATA (as I stated earlier) 
indicates that the international commercial air service 
will be returning to pre-pandemic numbers. But we 
also feel as though there is a possibility, based off of 
how successful our air service development strategy 
is, that we should be able to, may be able to stop hav-
ing payments prior to that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions, Mr. Tyr-
rell? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Supplementary, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Minister, is there anything else 
we can do to avoid these MRG payments? 
 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Contrary to popular belief, 
even if we were to cancel the agreement today we 
would still have MRG payments to make, but just to 
different entities. But what we can do, and what is be-

ing done (I should say), is that the Airport Authority is 
looking into, researching and doing their due diligence 
on every possible additional revenue stream. 
 Right now to give an example so that does not 
seem too far-fetched is that the Airport Authority is 
looking at expanding Bermuda’s airspace, which 
means that this would provide us with additional air 
navigation services, revenues and other things like 
that. So every time an aircraft flies through that ex-
tended airspace, we would be paid by the airlines for 
that. And we are estimating that at this present time, 
for the first two weeks of July, we have had close to 
800 flights fly through our airspace versus the roughly 
40 flights that have actually landed at our airport. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions or sup-
plementary, Mr. Tyrrell? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: No. Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. That is it. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The next person who wanted 
to ask questions was Mr. Richardson. 
 Honourable Member Richardson. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: No, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Thank you, but I was not. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 
 The next questions were to the Minister of 
Social Development and Seniors, Ms. Furbert. I 
think— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I have one, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: To whom, Ms. Furbert? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

QUESTION 1: MINISTRY OF SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SENIORS PROJECTS 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 The Minister on page 1 opens her Statement 
by saying, “I will provide updates on the extension of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities, to Bermuda . . .”.  

Given that in the corporate community there is 
a lot of emphasis on diversity and ESG [environmen-
tal, social and governance] protocols, and as you will 
know the ESG protocols address social issues which 
cover employee and diversity [issues], my question to 
the Minister is this: Has this Minister embarked upon a 
campaign that will provide employment opportunities 
and employment support for the visually impaired, 
hearing impaired and people on the autism spectrum? 
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Because they are deemed to be, fall in the category 
as persons with disabilities. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I apologise. 
My connection is not too great today, and I did miss 
some of the content of that question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, do you want to 
repeat that, please? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: As you know, in the corpo-
rate community a lot . . . do you hear me, Minister? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. As you know, in the 
corporate community a lot of emphasis has been 
placed on ESG, which is environmental, social, gov-
ernance protocols, globally, from an investment point 
of view. And part of those ESG protocols, they exam-
ine social issues, and under the social issues are em-
ployee and diversity [issues]. 
 So my question to you is, Has the Govern-
ment embarked upon a campaign that will provide 
employment opportunities and employment support 
for the visually impaired, hearing impaired and people 
on the autism spectrum? Because they are other dis-
abilities, these people can be functional and should be 
able to find employment opportunities in our communi-
ty. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the ques-
tion is one that I do not think would come out of my 
Ministerial Statement. However, at this present time 
there is no campaign that has been started in regard 
to employability for persons with disabilities. However, 
the transposition table which we have created does 
seek out a section in regard to employment opportuni-
ties for persons with disabilities.  

So that is actually included in the transposition 
table. I apologise; I do not have the transposition table 
in front of me to be able to say exactly what it states. 
But the UN convention will assess where we are and 
will make recommendations to us to where we need to 
get to. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplemental, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So are we saying that, giv-
en the review by the UN for where we stand as a ju-
risdiction on the disability and compliance to the con-
vention that we will do something to address the hear-
ing and visually [impaired] and autistic spectrum popu-

lations in employment, and we will have a plan for 
them sometime in the future? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not 
want to just speak to the population of autism. We are 
talking about a whole population of persons with disa-
bilities. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: And I said that. I just said 
visually impaired—I just gave them as examples. Vis-
ually impaired, hearing impaired, autism. I go across 
this whole range of disadvantaged people. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. And currently, if anyone 
who is experiencing discrimination against any sort of 
employment sector, [they] should be supported by the 
Human Rights Commission because they do address 
issues of discrimination. The other area which does 
help persons with disabilities is the KMCC (K. Marga-
ret Carter Centre), who also provides a working pro-
gramme. That does not mean there is not much 
more—there is more work to be done as far as em-
ployment opportunities for persons with disabilities.  

I am just trying to seek through the transposi-
tion table. But I can share this transposition table; that 
is not an issue. I can do that, where you can take a 
look. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, any further ques-
tions? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No further questions. Thank 
you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay.  
 Mr. Pearman, do you have a question for the 
Minister? 
 

QUESTION 1: MINISTRY OF SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SENIORS PROJECTS 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I do, thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  

Minister, thank you for your Statement to the 
House this morning. In respect to the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, you said the 
“technical officers” (this is at the top of page 2 of your 
Statement) “have conducted a thorough review of the 
necessary articles of the convention to determine 
Bermuda’s current compliance and what is required 
. . . .” And you said, “The good news is that Bermuda 
is compliant in many areas, but there is still much 
work to be done.” 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Surely. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Does that mean that we are not 
compliant in certain areas? 
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Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes, Honourable Member. So 
with the transposition table, it looks at what areas we 
are noncompliant in, partially compliant and fully com-
pliant. So there are areas where we are not compliant. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Supplementary? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Supplementary. Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Minister, you referred to a table 
which sets out compliance and noncompliance and 
some compliance. Will you table that document in the 
House? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: I will be definitely giving an up-
date in regard to where we are with the UN conven-
tion. Today I spoke of—well, I can actually give you 
some information. The transposition table is currently 
with the Attorney General’s Chambers for a review. 
And then it will be extended to Government House, [at 
which time] we will await feedback from Government 
House in regard to the convention. 
 But once we have more details in regard to 
that, I have no problem with sharing the transposition 
table. So we are definitely not compliant in some are-
as, but not just government; it is Island-wide as well. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I understand. 
 Supplementary, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 

Pending your tabling that document, could 
you just at a very high level identify the areas of par-
ticular concern that you have? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: I am sorry. Repeat that, Honour-
able Member. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Until we actually see that document, are you 
able to identify any high-level areas of concern that 
you have? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. Actually, one of those areas 
is the employment of persons with disabilities in the 
private sector. Another area is social protection pro-
grammes to reduce poverty, particularly with women, 
girls, with disabilities. But in due course I can definitely 
advise where we are with compliance and noncompli-
ance, or partially compliant. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Second question?  
 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Continue. 
 

QUESTION 2: MINISTRY OF SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SENIORS PROJECTS 

 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Minister, changing topics slightly to the issue 
of litigation guardians, which you have also dealt with 
in your Statement at pages 2 and 3, you have indicat-
ed in your Statement to the House that you are “col-
laborating with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
and have engaged consultants to conduct a review of 
the litigation guardian[s] . . . .” You then refer in the 
paragraph thereafter to “two highly experienced court 
professionals will be working with us over the next 
nine months.” It is not clear if the consultants are the 
two highly experienced people you refer to. But my 
question is this: Who has been engaged and roughly 
at what cost? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Actually, Honourable Member, I 
would like to change the expression because we are 
not ordering the Foreign Commonwealth Office. The 
Foreign Commonwealth Office is collaborating with 
the Ministry in regard to litigation guardians and coun-
sel. The Foreign Commonwealth Office is actually re-
sponsible for the costs associated with the two con-
sultants. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. I did quote you as 
saying “collaborating with,” not “ordering.” But thank 
you. 
 A supplementary, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Actually, it is the same question. Are you able 
to identify who has been engaged? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Yes. Give me one second, Hon-
ourable Member. I have their names in my head, but I 
definitely do not want to mess them up. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you.  

While you are getting that answer, I am happy 
to ask my second supplementary, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you. 
 Minister, also still on the same issue, at the 
top of page 3 of your Statement you refer to the six-
month training programme for litigation guardians. 
And you say it will be open to all. I am just curious 
whether or not the litigation guardians themselves will 
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be required to attend this training or whether that is a 
discretionary option open to them? So if you could 
answer that and the issue of who the consultants will 
be, I would be grateful. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Sure. Yes, all who are current 
litigation guardians will be expected to participate in 
the training. And we will also open it up to other per-
sons who are interested in litigation guardian training 
as well. 
 For the two consultants, it is Anthony Doug-
las, the ex-Director of Cafcass [Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service]; and Cyrus Lar-
izadah, a QC [Queen’s Counsel] from London. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Minister. I am actual-
ly familiar with both of them. And thank you for your 
answer. Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Pearman. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other questions? 
Because we do not have any, but if it is not . . . 
 Okay. That is the end of Question Period.  
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any congratulatory or 
obits? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Mr. Weeks, continue. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I am trying to get my video up 
and running, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, sir. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Okay. Can I start while my 
video is buffering? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Certainly. Go right ahead. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: All right. Well, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, good morning to you. Good morning to my 
colleagues and to the listening public. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise today to ask that 
this House takes part with me in congratulating and 
recognising my constituent, Ms. Nicole Famous, who 
celebrates over a decade of the Natural Blessings 
Always movement on the same day that she cele-
brates her birthday, which is today. So happy birthday 
to Nicole! The movement was conceived in 2009 to 
celebrate the beauty of natural black hair. Ms. Fa-
mous wanted to highlight the beauty and diversity of 

black hair while celebrating self-love amongst our 
Black women. The programme was first launched as a 
small hair show for the community at the St. Paul 
AME Church Centennial Hall. 
 The annual expo grew to incorporate charita-
ble and community-giving initiatives. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, each year the committee would identify 
community members who could benefit from the pro-
ceeds of the well-attended event. I too was there on a 
few occasions. They have donated, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, BELCO vouchers, grocery vouchers and 
other vouchers from various vendors across the Island 
for our seniors in need. This expo has featured tutori-
als and demonstrations by local hair care profession-
als, barbers, as well as international leaders in the 
world of natural hair care. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, 2020 would have 
marked the 10th Natural Blessings Always hair expo. 
Of course, COVID-19 pushed this momentous occa-
sion back. But Nicole Famous has announced that the 
2021 the Natural Blessings Always Hair Expo will be 
produced as a broadcast event and will air on Chan-
nel 82, the community station, on November 20, 2021. 
Over the years this organisation has also provided 
scholarships to students and donations to those in 
need. 
 Today, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ms. Famous has 
announced the presentation of a book bursary for Se-
lah Ray, a Bermuda College student for 2021. I am 
proud of the work that my constituent, Ms. Nicole Fa-
mous, has put into elevating her community, and I 
salute her and these contributions to Bermuda! 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Weeks. 
 Any further speakers? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We recognise the Honourable 
Member, Ms. Lovitta Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Just two congratulatory remarks: Firstly, I 
would like the House to join me in saying a belated 
happy birthday to one of our former Members, Mr. 
Arthur Pitcher, who celebrated seven decades very 
recently. There are some here today who would re-
member him when he was in the House. 
 Secondly, Mr. Deputy Speaker, another for-
mer member of the House, but part of the legislative 
staff, I would like us to congratulate Mr. Dominique 
Johns, who not only a few years back received his 
undergraduate degree, Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Management, but just recently graduated with his 
Master of Science degree in International Business. I 
highlight that because Dominique Johns—and many 
of us remember him because he worked in the House 
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of Assembly—is one of Bermuda’s success stories. In 
spite of not having any assistance (or enough) be-
cause he was an orphaned child for quite some time 
and an adult orphan, he decided that he wanted to 
serve Bermuda in a different capacity. And he went 
back to school, starting at Bermuda College, did ex-
tremely well and then from there, because of his 
grades, was able to secure a scholarship from the 
school he attended, Dalhousie University, on a partial 
scholarship from them. 
 He is one of those Bermudians who had no 
finances, I guess, if you will, to rely on. Workforce De-
velopment gave him a Mature Student Award; I think it 
was for $15,000. So he was the successful applicant 
of that award, I believe, under us. Then from there, 
when he pursued his master’s degree, again Work-
force Development, wanting to ensure because the 
landscape has changed for those persons who need 
assistance—wanting to ensure that this young man 
did realise success, they introduced giving awards to 
one or two graduate students. And he was the recipi-
ent, I believe, of a $5,000 award, which allowed him, 
though he had to work very hard in between, to realise 
his Master of Science degree. 
 So, he is a shining example of what Govern-
ment has done over the years to help its people real-
ise their dreams so that they can come back and be 
successful members of our society and give back to 
Bermuda.  

So, I wanted to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, your three minutes 
are up. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. Okay. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other speakers? 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, D. P. Lister III, Honoura-
ble Member. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Thank you. Good morning, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. Good morning to the listening audi-
ence and to my fellow colleagues. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to send 
some congratulatory remarks in this House to one 
other who is absent today, whose seat you are taking, 
the Speaker, Mr. Lister, the Speaker, MP Lister. He 
and my mother actually celebrate 40 years of mar-
riage today. So I would like to send congratulations to 
them on their 40 years. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Associate the whole House 
with that. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: I will do. 

 And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in saying that, I 
would be remiss and I probably would not get dinner 
this evening— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: —as on Tuesday, July 20, my 
wife and I celebrate our first year of marriage. So I 
would like again for the House to send congratulations 
to my wife and me. 
 And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would just like to 
add to the Speaker of the House, those 40 years, I 
can only wish them many more years of marriage and 
only wish that my wife and I can enjoy a marriage as 
long as they have. So thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Yes. Thank you, D. P. 
Lister III. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Ms. Furbert. 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 I would like to also send condolences to the 
family of the Outerbridges through Harlem Heights. I 
believe they had a loss of Ms. Yvonne Outerbridge, 
who is the mother of Ashton and Jeanne. And to the 
whole Harlem Heights family, I just want this House to 
send condolences to that family. 
 Also, Mr. Deputy Speaker, just wanting to 
highlight some Special Olympians, give some con-
gratulations to some Special Olympians whom we 
have. They are Bridgette Marshall, who plays tennis; 
Eden Woollery, who is an equestrian; Micah Lambert, 
who is a tennis player; Danielle Gibbons, she is the 
Athlete Leader; and Wayne Smith, who is a bowler. All 
of these athletes recently qualified to represent Ber-
muda in the 2022 USA Summer Games in Orlando, 
Florida.  

So, I wanted to send special congratulations 
out to our Special Olympian team members. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Let me associate myself with 
the remarks concerning Ms. Yvonne Outerbridge of 
Harlem Heights. Ms. Outerbridge was a lifelong mem-
ber at St. John’s AME Church, and she will be sorely 
missed by the church family. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Swan, Honourable Member 
Swan, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you for that. I am 
glad I was able to get in. 
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 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to have a 
letter of thank-you and congratulations if possible sent 
to Nicholas and Alexandra Polvino. [PHONETIC] I had 
the honour of meeting them at Port Royal Golf Course 
this week. They are celebrating their marriage in Ber-
muda, it being delayed because of COVID-19. But 
they had planned to be here, and they made it to 
Bermuda. They enjoy golf, so he was able to play one 
round. And I invited them to come back and play golf 
with me because he was doing the right thing, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, and spending the rest of the vaca-
tion or honeymoon with his wife. 
 But they are an example of a young couple 
starting off their lives as husband and wife in Bermu-
da. And I thanked them, and I wished them well, and I 
wished them many years of happiness. And may 
Bermuda be a part of not only their remembrance of 
their marriage, but that their future family could enjoy 
our lovely Island as many have in the past, doing it 
exactly that way.  

So I wanted to mention their marriage during 
these difficult times that we have all encountered and 
wish them well from the Parliament to the Polvinos 
[PHONETIC] from New York, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. Their families are very much a part of 
our family now.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member, I trust 
you will provide the information, of address and proper 
name spelling, to the Clerk. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I will do that. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none at this point. 
 No further speakers on congrats and obits? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Mr. Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes. Sorry. My bandwidth 
is a little [erratic]. My video would keep cutting out. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I just wanted to give con-
dolences to the whole of Devonshire because we lost 
one of our friends, Mr. Kirby Grant, commonly known 
as “Gaffer.” He was born and raised in Loyal Hill, at-
tended Elliot, lived on Hermitage Road and Devon 
Spring Lane. 
 
An Hon. Member: Associate me, please. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: He was a community gi-
ant. Unfortunately, he was in an accident last year— 

An Hon. Member: I would like to be associated. 
 
Another Hon. Member: Associate, please. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: —and passed away earlier 
this week. He is survived by many children, many fam-
ily members and the entire community.  
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. MP Tyrrell would like to 
be associated with those remarks. 
 Any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Mr. Deputy Speaker, so 
would I. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And MP Vance Campbell 
would like to be associated with those remarks for Mr. 
[Grant]. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: And MP Michael Weeks, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And MP Weeks. 
 Thank you, Members. 
 Any further speakers? Okay. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no personal expla-
nations. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE  

 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier, Government Bills. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning again, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am introducing the fol-
lowing Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed 
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on the Order Paper for the next meeting: Gaming 
Amendment Act 2021. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier. 
 The next is Ms. Tinee Furbert. 
 Minister. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS AMENDMENT ACT 2021 
 
Hon. Tinee Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next day of meeting: Human Rights Amend-
ment Act 2021. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister Furbert. 
 The next is the Honourable Lawrence Scott. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

MARINE AND PORTS SERVICES 
AMENDMENT ACT 2021 

 
Hon. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. Good day, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next day of meeting: Marine and Ports Ser-
vices Amendment Act 2021. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are no Opposition Bills. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No Private Members’ Bills. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No notices of motions. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The first Order we have is the 
consideration of the Tourism Investment (Nautilus Ho-
tel) Order 2021. 
 Premier. Premier Burt. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 23 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 23 be suspended to enable the House 
to proceed with the consideration of the Order entitled 

the Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 
proposed to be made by the Minister responsible for 
Tourism with the written agreement of the Minister of 
Finance in exercise of power conferred by section 5 of 
the Tourism Investment Act 2017. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There appear to be none. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 23 was suspended.] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Honourable Premier. 
 

DRAFT ORDER 
 

TOURISM INVESTMENT  
(NAUTILUS HOTEL) ORDER 2021 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the purpose of this Tour-
ism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021 is to per-
mit the grant of tax relief to the developers investing in 
the tourism economy, Nautilus Hotel and Atlantic Ho-
tel Limited, which is in the national economic interests 
of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members 
will recall the Tourism Investment Act 2017 (which I 
will refer to going forward as “the Act”) which became 
operative in November 2017. The primary objective of 
the Act is to make Bermuda more attractive to foreign 
investors and to incentivise and assist local tourism-
related business owners to re-invest in their product. 
The Tourism Investment Act provides a scale of tax 
relief that can be accessed by developers through the 
grant of an Order approved by this House. And that 
scale ranges for relief from one year to ten years. 
 By way of background, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
the Nautilus property, located at 88 South Road, 
Warwick, is adjacent to the Azura Hotel residences 
located at 90 South Road, Warwick. The Church Bay 
Trust Company Ltd., licensed trust corporation and 
trustee of the Nautilus Trust, acquired the property on 
January 10, 2021, and is the sole shareholder in the 
Atlantic Hotel Limited. The trust submitted an applica-
tion for a tourism investment Order on behalf of the 
Atlantic Hotel Limited on March 25, 2021, requesting 
the maximum full 10-year exemption available under 
the law. 
 The Nautilus property consists of 1.97 acres 
and is substantially zoned tourism, with the remainder 
being residential 2. The Nautilus property was ac-
quired in order to serve as an expansion to project 
Azura, which has now been substantially developed 
by the principals of Church Bay Trust Company Ltd. 
The intent is to develop the Nautilus property in two 
phases. Phase 1(a) would redevelop the existing Nau-
tilus main house into three units, creating between 20 
and 24 new units. Phase 1(b) would renovate the re-
mainder of the existing Nautilus house and infrastruc-

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/247925d5061d06a2ec9da9d502f0e7da.pdf
http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/247925d5061d06a2ec9da9d502f0e7da.pdf
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ture, creating additional hotel-quality amenities includ-
ing but not limited to landscaping, lighting, roadways 
and a new saltwater pool. The lower floors of the ex-
isting residence building will be renovated to create 
two additional hotel residences, a total of six hotel 
keys, or suites. 
 Phase 2 will consist of the creation of 20 addi-
tional hotel residences, 9 two-bedroom suites and 11 
three-bedroom suites. The total hotel inventory will 
include a potential maximum of 60 new or like-new 
keys, with a minimum of 24 keys if each owner only 
commits one mandatory key, or suite. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the trust has committed 
$3.5 million to the acquisition of the subject property 
and a further $250,000 in closing costs. The construc-
tion costs of phases 1(a) and 1(b) are estimated to be 
$3 million, and phase 2 of $18.5 million. The total 
budget for the project costs, including acquisition, 
renovation, professional fees, transaction costs, re-
serves and working capital, is estimated at $28 mil-
lion. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, in meeting the criteria for 
a new hotel, following consideration of the Govern-
ment of Bermuda, this Order provides for the Nautilus 
property to receive, in summary: 

• full relief from customs duty for a period of six 
years from the commencement of this Order; 

• full exemption from hotel occupancy tax for a 
period of six years from the hotel’s opening 
date; 

• exemption from the employers’ share of pay-
roll tax for a period of six years from the ho-
tel’s opening date, subject to annual verifica-
tion of a management training programme for 
Bermudians; and 

• full exemption from land tax for one year start-
ing six years after the hotel’s opening date, 
subject to verification that the hotel employs 
70 per cent Bermuda staff, and ending on the 
first anniversary of that date. 

 Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is forecast that 100 to 
150 construction jobs will be engaged during the 
three-to-four-year development process of the Nauti-
lus site. A similar number of jobs were created during 
the Azura development. The Nautilus development 
will also result in additional 25-plus jobs of varying 
duration in support of the development’s design, engi-
neering, financial, legal and associated disciplines. 
Upon completion of Nautilus, the combined Az-
ura/Nautilus resort is expected to provide approxi-
mately 80 hospitality jobs. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is welcome news 
and signals a strong vote of confidence in Bermuda’s 
tourism and represents another product offering in 
support of rebuilding of the industry. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, this Government is well aware of the chal-
lenges ahead for our Island. However, our collective, 
successful management of the pandemic has stood 
Bermuda in good [stead]. The commitment and confi-

dence demonstrated by the Atlantic Hotel Limited is 
recognised and deeply appreciated. Bermuda cannot 
rest on its past laurels, and the constant renewal of 
our hotel product is critical. And this investment Order 
will help significantly in achieving this end.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier. 
 Any further speakers? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. I want to thank the 
Premier for the brief that he has given us. 
 As I look at this, this is a very positive thing to 
see, that we continue to see many of these projects, 
especially knowing that when we were the Govern-
ment this was an opportunity that we took to extend 
and expand on the Azura. And now to see that under 
this Government those expansions continue to hap-
pen. So I am glad to see that the Government has 
been working along with the team there to ensure that 
expansion in the tourism industry continues to hap-
pen. It was good to also hear a briefing on exactly the 
kind of monies that will be spent, almost a total of 
about $28 million, I understand from the briefing that 
will be put into the economy, which is always a wel-
come thing. 
 From the briefing, however, I was not quite 
sure if the Premier said March 25 that they put in for 
concessions. So based on that, hopefully he can cor-
rect me as to whether it was March or January. I think 
he said March 25 they put in for concessions. Just 
based on that briefing he gave, I was just wondering 
and curious as to, here we are now many months later 
and we are putting in for the suspension of Standing 
Order 23(3). And we are just doing all of this in one 
go. So I was hoping that the Premier would have giv-
en us an idea or an explanation as to why we are rac-
ing here to get such done when much of this was tak-
ing place back starting in January 2021 and then 
March 25. So it would be good if the Premier could 
explain to us why we are coming to the House at this 
last minute to get this done. I am grateful that we are 
getting it done. But it would have been nice to have at 
least some heads-up. 
 I also took note of what the Premier was say-
ing as far as some of those concessions are con-
cerned. And interestingly, now it looks as if the Gov-
ernment has expanded on the concessions based on 
what we did in the beginning as a Government, offer-
ing five years’ extension. It looked like we are adding 
maybe six years to some of these concessions. And I 
was just curious as to some of why we were doing 
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that as well. What led to the changing of the prece-
dent that was made in the past? 
 But outside of that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
glad that the Minister is bringing this. It is good news 
for Bermuda. And we want to thank once again Nauti-
lus, Azura for expanding on this particular area and 
helping us to expand in the hotel industry. So those 
are my brief remarks. Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Cannonier. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Swan, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 I would like to echo the report of this contin-
ued development on what has been traditionally called 
Bermuda’s Gold Coast and congratulate Azura and 
Mr. John Bush, who is no stranger to development, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. Right down there in your neigh-
bourhood of Tucker’s Town he was very instrumental 
in the development of the Tucker’s Point Club, which 
would have had its origin with the Progressive Labour 
Party Government even before the Azura came on the 
table. And the model that he has created through his 
years of experience in the industry is one that is work-
ing well. So the relationship that is being fostered by 
our Progressive Labour Party Government at this par-
ticular time is a carry-on from the relationship that 
would have been established even prior to the initia-
tion of the very successful Azura. And we thank the 
former speaker, the former Premier, who recognised 
the continuation of the Azura under a prior administra-
tion as well. 
 I would encourage, Mr. Deputy Speaker, any-
one in Bermuda who enjoys a good hotel product to 
pay the Azura a visit and to see the way in which the 
great architecture has been created, something that 
stood out in my mind. And I am sure that it would car-
ry forth into the Nautilus building, which is just to the 
west, a little bit even more elevated than the Azura 
property there. The Nautilus that is going to be a part 
of it is an eco-friendly portion which features a rooftop 
that was near the ocean that was covered in Bermuda 
foliage, Bay Grapes and the like. 
 It also provided a bit of eco-friendly electric 
vehicles, which the owners . . . and there is a combi-
nation of ownership and leaseback facilities that al-
lows the hotel product to function more economically 
and effectively. But if anyone knows how loud a vehi-
cle could be, a bike and the like, going through, com-
ing back maybe from a late night, there are certain 
areas where only electric vehicles and the quietness 
that they provide will be travelling through those areas 
there. I thought that was an outstanding feature and 

great thoughtfulness to moving forward in a more 
conservation-conscious manner. 
 But I am sure that [with] the Premier’s bringing 
the recommended concessions, every effort will be 
made to make it possible for the success. Because 
the success that tourism brings is the success that 
allows us to employ greater numbers of Bermudians. I 
am certainly supportive of the training aspect. And I 
will declare my interest, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as a 
member of the Bermuda Entertainment Union. We 
look forward to some great Bermuda artists’ having 
just another venue to perform at, and sending a shout-
out to our sister, VaVa [Selena Fields], our Entertain-
ment Union President, and all of our young entertain-
ers coming who are looking forward to availing them-
selves of these increased opportunities in emerging 
products that are growing out of our vision to provide 
not only great tourism products, but also experiences 
in support of these products with the help of the Ber-
muda Tourism Authority and the BTA’s experienced 
segment of the organisation. 
 So in support of this, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you 
would know our passion [for] the tourism industry, and 
you well before me, having grown out of that industry 
and been very much a part of it all of our lives. So 
thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity to 
support this. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Swan. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. The Chair recognises 
the Honourable Cole Simons. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will begin by stating 
that I support this development. I also should indicate 
that I have an interest in that my family property and 
homestead is right across the street from this hotel 
development. So I am just putting that out there. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, as I said, I support it. But 
I just have a question that I would like for the Tourism 
Minister/Premier to address. I note that the Hotel 
Concessions (for the former Surf Side Beach Club) 
Order 2016 was granted for five years, and this one 
for the similar sister organisation is granted for six 
years. So if the Minister can provide his reasoning for 
the increase to six years. I am not saying it is bad; I 
am just asking for clarification as to why they in-
creased it to six years. 
 The other issue that I would like to address is 
the concessions. If you refer to the previous Surf Side 
one, you will note that the exemptions for the hotel 
occupancy and the payroll tax exemptions and the 
hotel occupancy tax exemptions were linked to other 
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services that will benefit Bermuda. For example, it 
said the hotel occupancy tax was linked to marketing 
of the hotel. So if the developer or the managers of 
the Nautilus Hotel and the Azura spent $100,000 in 
marketing of the hotel, which will benefit Bermuda, 
that will offset some of the exemptions granted on the 
hotel occupancy tax. So I would like for the Minister to 
speak to why that was not included in this concession 
tax. 
 The same thing applied to the hotel occupan-
cy. The previous [Order] for the sister company says 
[at section 3(1)(d)], “exemption from hotel occupancy 
tax . . . otherwise payable in respect of the hotel, for 
an amount equal to the sum expended by the hotel on 
entertainment . . . .” Again that would support our en-
tertainment industry, and there was not a requirement 
under this concession. So I am just asking the Minis-
ter why. 
 The same applies to the payroll tax. You can 
offset some of the exemptions by the inclusion of 
training Bermudians in the hotels. It was included and 
clearly defined in the [Hotel Concessions (Former Surf 
Side Beach Club) Order] with quantifiable exceptions 
for each of the years for each exemption. So can the 
Minister please provide his reasoning for not granting 
a similar exemption programme as was done for the 
sister property that was the former Surf Side Beach 
under Order 2016? 
 But generally speaking, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
think what they have done in Warwick at the Azura is 
first-class. It is tastefully done. I have been there 
many, many times. It is environmentally friendly. So 
you will have my support. 
 I do have concerns in regard to the number of 
units at Nautilus. But I would reserve further judgment 
on that until after I see the plans, because it is not a 
large property. And I know that they are going to have 
approximately 26 units (I think 26 units) on that prop-
erty . . . 24 units and 50 to 60 keys. So there will be a 
lot of traffic in that area. So I do have reservations, but 
I will reserve judgment until I have more details and 
can see what the master plan is, as I said, because I 
am concerned about the environmental impact as well 
as the increased traffic in the area. 
 So those are my comments. But generally I 
will say that this tourism investment, Nautilus Hotel, 
has my blessing and I just would like to have more 
clarity as to why we have dissimilar hotel concession 
Orders for the same group of companies. But I under-
stand we have to do what we have to do. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Simons. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Dunkley, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I am also pleased to support my colleagues 
and Members of the House today in this legislation 
that we are looking at here in regard to the develop-
ment on the South Shore, on the Gold Coast as it was 
referred to earlier. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think we 
need to just reflect a bit and understand just how diffi-
cult it has been for development to take place over 
time, a lot of the various mechanisms, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that both political parties when they have 
been the Government have tried to enact to make 
them be successful. So we are delighted here today to 
come to this Honourable Chamber at a special ses-
sion and support it because the origins of this proper-
ty, Azura, certainly were very difficult as we reflect 
back. 
 I do not think many members of the public are 
aware or even Members of Parliament are aware, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, but when I was the Premier, Mr. 
Bush approached me in total exasperation in not be-
ing able to move this project forward. We sat down, 
we brought other people in the room and we made 
sure that we could get this off the ground. And now we 
see the fruits of that labour taking place. I was 
blessed, along with colleagues, to be at the opening of 
the resort, I guess a couple of years ago. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, as you might be aware, 
and certainly as the Opposition Leader who spoke just 
before me is well aware, it is a stunning property. Just 
about every view that you [take in] is amazing; and the 
next one is even better than the last one. So it is a 
stunning property, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I am pleased 
to see the success that is actually taking place there. 
They have a model that appears to work. They have a 
model that appears to be successful. So I do not be-
lieve anyone in the House today is aggrieved in any 
way for coming back for a special session to deal with 
this legislation, because time is of the essence as we 
move forward. 
 I think it is also appropriate to say, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, as I reflected on earlier we must appreciate 
the frustration that many developers have to go 
through in getting things done. Certainly when you are 
in the hospitality industry, when you are in [the busi-
ness of] building properties which people will come 
and visit, we need to certainly accept that nothing is 
easy nowadays because of the cost of doing business 
in Bermuda and because of the competition that these 
people face from all over the world. 
 So I want to commend the Government today 
for bringing this piece here, because it progressed in a 
very difficult environment. We need to continue to try 
to make that progress in a very difficult environment 
because quite often in today’s world and certainly 
when you factor in the pandemic that seems to con-
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tinue to grip parts of the world more strongly than oth-
ers, it is a statement that my father would always say, 
If you snooze, you lose. We have to take opportunity 
when it knocks. We have to do the best that we can. 
 So I have no issue in supporting this today, 
and I wish them all the success as they develop a sis-
ter property right there. Certainly as colleagues have 
referred to, Mr. Bush has a history of wanting to sup-
port Bermuda not only in the East End of the Island, 
but now he is working his way up to the West End of 
the Island, and this is good to see. Let us build on this 
successful model. [Mr. Bush] has done it with conces-
sions, which we know have to be tweaked from time 
to time so we can ensure that people are successful 
with those. But he did not get a special development 
order; he has not had any guarantees. And it appears 
that this model is working.  
 So congratulations to them! Congratulations 
to the Government for getting it done. They know that 
they have our support in the Opposition. To the peo-
ple of Bermuda, this will show that quite often gov-
ernments do work together. So let us not always focus 
on the negative. Let us focus on the positive. Let us 
make this one work. And with the success of this de-
velopment, Mr. Deputy Speaker (this is the last thing I 
will say), this will give the opportunity for more Ber-
mudians to get back to work, to seek gainful employ-
ment. And that is important. 
 So thank you for the time, Deputy Speaker, 
and we support this and look forward to continued 
success. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Dunkley. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 Okay. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. Thank you, very 
much, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I appreciate the support 
of honourable colleagues. I am not entirely certain 
where there is this conversation regarding a special 
session; this is the regularly scheduled session of the 
House of Assembly. So I am not sure where this spe-
cial session matter is coming from. But what I will say 
is that I am grateful for the support of Members, allow-
ing this to be moved today before we come back in 
September. Because the fact is that, as we all know, 
this Government is committed to economic recovery 
and committed to providing the conditions for jobs to 
be created. And a delay of six weeks is a delay of six 
weeks’ employment for persons. We are not trying to 
delay employment. So we are trying to move as quick-
ly as possible, as methodically as possible. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, for the record. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Premier, Premier, just one 
second. There is a point of clarification? Would you 
allow? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I do not need to yield, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. Okay. Go ahead. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I thank the Honourable 
Premier for his indulgence. 
 The reason why I said “special” (and I could 
have chosen a different word) was last week was 
supposed to be the last session of Parliament. And so 
today was an extra sitting, and we are happy to come 
back for this extra sitting; we are happy to come back 
anytime. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is not 
correct. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: That is not correct. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. Continue, Honoura-
ble Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is incorrect. The schedule that was 
submitted to the Opposition and the schedule that was 
submitted was always that we were meeting on this 
day, the 23rd of July. So this is not a special sitting. 
This is the day that we were always scheduled to sit, 
the Friday before Cup Match. As you see, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I am wearing my red today.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well, well, well. What can I 
say? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I got it. 
 That much being said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
so it is not a special sitting. It is a regularly scheduled 
sitting. 
 But I am grateful that we are able to advance 
this matter today and grateful for the support of Mem-
bers of the Opposition. 
 There are just a few things of which I would 
like to say because I know that a number of questions 
have been asked. The first thing that I would like to 
say is that I think that it is important to recognise that, 
although the Nautilus property is on the same and 
adjacent to—noting that the Nautilus property is adja-
cent to the property which was the former Surf Side, 
which is Azura, I think that it is important that the 
Honourable Opposition Leader recognises that con-
cessions of which were given are under two separate 
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Acts, and they are two different Acts. So the hotel 
concession Order that was given by the former Gov-
ernment under the old Hotels Concession Act is a dif-
ferent Order than this. And there are different provi-
sions inside of the Hotels Concession Act and the 
Tourism Investment Act.  
 So I think it is important. When they are say-
ing, What about the differences that exist in one or the 
other?, I think that it is important to recognise that they 
are two different Acts. So they are two different provi-
sions which are there. Concessions under the Hotels 
Concession Order are [under] a different Act, and ho-
tels under a Tourism Investment Order are under a 
different [Act]; the Tourism Investment Act is different. 
So in this case, Mr. Deputy Speaker, they are two 
separate properties, and the concessions that existed 
previously under the Hotels Concession Act for the 
actual former Surf Side property (or the Azura proper-
ty) still stand and are still maintained. 
 These concessions are for the separate de-
velopment, the separate development over on the 
Nautilus side. So there are the concessions which 
existed before, [and] have not disappeared. Those 
exist for the Azura site. And under the Tourism In-
vestment [Act], these [concessions] are specifically for 
the additional development, additional units which are 
being used to add to additional hotel keys for the 
property. So they do work in tandem, as it is an overall 
development. But it is important to note that that is 
why they are separate. 
 So it is not as though if there are not tax con-
cessions for making sure there is Bermudian enter-
tainment that will take place at the Azura Hotel. That 
is still continuing. That is not invalidated by this Order. 
The Honourable Member for constituency 2 spoke 
about the importance of Bermudian entertainment and 
the importance of promotion of Bermudians inside of 
the industry.  

And that is what this Government is commit-
ted to and it continues to be committed to. But it is 
important to know that [these] are two separate Acts, 
and so this is an Order under the Tourism Investment 
Act. 
 
[Pause]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: We could not hear you, Prem-
ier. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. Okay. How much did 
you hear, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We have got seven minutes. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: I am sorry. How much did you 
hear, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I did not hear you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Okay. Got it. 
 
The Deputy Clerk: We lost about the last 30 seconds 
or so. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Oh, we lost the last 30 sec-
onds; I am sorry. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, what I am saying is that 
these concessions are not cookie cutter. Hence, you 
have to examine them based upon the circumstances 
that exist. As I would have said in my brief, the devel-
opers requested a full 10-year exemption. The Gov-
ernment examined what we are looking at with the 
Cabinet and the Minister of Finance and decided that 
six years is more appropriate. We have to have a deli-
cate balance between what it is that we are doing in-
sofar as economic development and what it is that we 
are doing insofar as revenue because any revenue 
forgone is money that is not coming into the treasury 
that can pay for other matters. 
 So it is certainly important to provide employ-
ment opportunities. It is certainly important to provide 
hotel development in Bermuda. It is certainly im-
portant to make sure we upgrade our amenities that 
we offer for our tourism. But it is also important that 
we balance and take a balanced approach in these 
matters. So we examined these things on a case-by-
case basis, and on this case the Government decided 
that this was what was most appropriate, given the 
circumstances. 
 So with that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do believe 
that I have answered the questions of which have 
been put forward, and I move that the said Draft Order 
be approved and a suitable message be sent to Her 
Excellency the Governor. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any objections to this 
Order being approved? 
 There appear to be none. 
 This Order is approved and [a message] will 
be sent to Her Excellency, the Governor. 
 
[Motion carried: The Draft Order entitled, Tourism In-
vestment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021 was approved.] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: As it is 12:25, I think we will 
break for lunch at this time and return at two o’clock. 
So the House stands adjourned for lunch. Thank you. 
Have a great lunch. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:25 pm 
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Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Good afternoon, Members. We 
are back on air, in Parliament after lunch. I hope all 
have had a nourishing lunch for the mind, the body 
and the soul. 
 We will continue the Orders of the Day. The 
second Order of the Day is consideration of the Public 
Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Or-
der 2021. 
 I think the Attorney General, Minister Sim-
mons is going to do this Bill. Am I correct Minister 
Simmons? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Yes, you are, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You may continue. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you and good 
afternoon. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move that considera-
tion be given to the Draft Order entitled the Public 
Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Or-
der 2021, proposed to be made by the Minister of 
Health in exercise of the power conferred by section 
107A of the Public Health Act 1949. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 
 

DRAFT ORDER 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 
EXTENSION (NO. 4) ORDER 2021 

 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
am pleased to invite this Honourable Chamber to con-
sider the Order entitled Public Health (COVID-19) 
Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Members will be aware 
that the current Public Health Emergency Order is 
scheduled to last until 23 August 2021. Emergency 
orders, which have been in place since 30 June 2020 
following the state of emergency put in place on 
1 April 2020, are made pursuant to section 107A of 
the Public Health Act 1949 and declare that a public 
health emergency exists in Bermuda due to a com-
municable disease that poses a threat to the Island.  

We live on a very small island and as we 
know from two very serious outbreaks in December of 
last year and in March/April of this year, COVID-19 
can spread quickly and with devastating effect. It 
strikes at the heart of our community as hundreds of 
people test positive, thousands end up in quarantine, 
and sadly, people succumb to it and die. To date, 
Bermuda has lost 33 lives to COVID-19. 

 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we can slow the spread 
of the virus by following basic public health advice like 
wearing a mask to cover our nose and mouth, as well 
as physically distancing, downloading the WeHealth 
Bermuda app, and avoiding the three “C’s” of closed 
spaces, crowded places and close contacts. The more 
barriers and space there are between you and others, 
the harder it is for the virus to spread. 
 Also, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as we have dis-
cussed in this Chamber before, we are fortunate in 
that we have added another layer of protection—the 
COVID-19 vaccine. As it has been said many times, 
vaccines save lives, and it is no different with the Pfiz-
er and the AstraZeneca vaccines being used in Ber-
muda now. Both vaccines have proven to be highly 
effective after two doses. While you, as an immunised 
person, can still test positive, evidence shows you are 
likely to experience few, if any symptoms or be affect-
ed by only a mild version of the disease which your 
body is better able to fight off the virus. This means 
we can keep people out of the hospital and have few-
er deaths due to COVID-19. With a reduced viral load 
on your system, it is also hoped you are less likely to 
transmit the coronavirus as well, and research so far 
is promising. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Government is firmly 
of the view that the COVID-19 vaccine is vital to our 
return to normal. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Bermuda’s goal of com-
munity immunity will be achieved when 70.0 per cent 
of the population or 64,054 people have been immun-
ised. To date, 65.0 per cent of the population has 
been vaccinated with one dose and 63.7 per cent of 
the population has been immunised with two doses. 
When you take into consideration just the eligible 
Bermuda population, those who are over 12 years of 
age, 73.3 per cent of the population has received ei-
ther one or two doses of the vaccine. These are great 
results so far and I will pause there to thank all those 
people who have taken the step to get vaccinated. 
Your vaccination not only protects you, it also protects 
your family and our Bermuda community. Thank you. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, as a Government, we 
recognise it will take more time to reach that goal of 
community immunity. Younger age groups, in particu-
lar, have not yet taken full advantage of the vaccines 
available. However, when the vaccine campaign be-
gan in January, the Government’s immediate goal 
was to protect our most vulnerable population—our 
seniors.  

I am extremely pleased to report that 81 per 
cent of people between 65 and 79 years old now have 
one or both vaccine doses and 87 per cent of seniors 
over the age of 80 have one or both doses. This 
means we are well on our way to protecting our senior 
population. To repeat—preventing infection, the onset 
of the disease itself, and community spread via a pro-
gramme of mass vaccination will be a critical part of 
how we navigate our way out of this pandemic. We 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/statutory/cfef3284b4c074144512eaa612b70d35.pdf
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have all felt the impact that COVID-19 has had on us 
personally and we all now know it has impacted our 
Island’s economy. Getting vaccinated is an integral 
part of our ongoing collective effort to reduce the 
spread of the virus here on the Island. This is essen-
tial, not only for our health, but also to allow us to re-
turn to a sense of normalcy with our daily lives. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, 
as we all know, COVID-19 was caused by a new virus 
that spread quickly throughout the world. Unfortunate-
ly, it still exists, in large part, because it can be trans-
mitted so easily through people who are in close con-
tact, both through coughs and sneezes. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, as the Acting Minister of 
Health, I consulted with the CMO (Chief Medical Of-
ficer) and he told me that a communicable disease of 
the first or second category, namely COVID-19, con-
tinues to pose a severe threat to public health in Ber-
muda. The outbreak this past spring which saw a 
sharp rise in positive cases and an increase in deaths 
highlighted the impact of variants of concern. In that 
outbreak it was a UK variant of COVID-19 B.1.1.7 
which was the variant of concern. To control and con-
tain the spread of infection, public health measures, 
such as those provided for in regulations, will continue 
to be relevant and necessary beyond 23 August 2021. 
 This Order before us now will extend the Pub-
lic Health (COVID-19) Emergency Order 2021, made 
under the Public Health Act 1949, to permit the Gov-
ernor to continue the Public Health (COVID-19) 
Emergency Powers Regulations 2021, which impose 
extraordinary measures necessary in the interests of 
public health to prevent, control, and suppress 
COVID-19. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members 
will be aware that the Public Health (COVID-19) 
Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021 was made 
under the affirmative resolution procedure, effective 
24 June 2021, for 60 days, expiring on 23 August 
2021. However, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
rage on globally and a public health emergency con-
tinues to exist on our shores. Therefore, in accord-
ance with sections 107A(3) and 107A(4) of the Public 
Health Act 1949, I bring the Public Health (COVID-19) 
Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021 to this Hon-
ourable Chamber to seek approval for the extension 
of the Public Health Emergency for a further 38 days, 
ending on 30 September 2021. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Ms. Simmons. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Dunkley, Honourable 
Member, you have the floor. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Honourable 
Deputy Speaker. It took a while to get on because my 
service was buffering a little bit, so let me know if my 
signal is not clear. It seems to be clear at the present 
time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am in God’s country in 
Devonshire, so I am surprised it does not work. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is down further in Hamil-
ton Parish. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, okay. I am not going 
to argue about that one. 
 
An. Hon. Member: I concur. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
thank the Acting Minister of Health and the Attorney 
General for providing the background to the Public 
Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Or-
der 2021 and extending it until 30 September of this 
year, 2021. 
 I will say a couple of things, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. First and foremost, this Order carries very 
extensive and broad powers that the Government can 
enact. And I say that it is important because we have 
been under these conditions for, it seems like, a very 
prolonged period of time. As the Acting Health Minis-
ter has said, we still face a public health emergency, 
so this Order is necessary at this time. 
 As we debate this today, I will try to keep my 
points succinct. But it is important that some of the 
things are said. As we debate this today, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, we need to appreciate and realise that be-
cause we have been in this pandemic period for some 
time, since March of 2020, Bermudians are very frus-
trated, they are very agitated, and many of them have 
been deflated by what is taking place. And this is not 
blaming any person or any entity or the Government 
in particular, this is just stating the facts. 

What we have also seen, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, is that, depending on who you are, what you do, 
and how you can support your family and your loved 
ones, everyone is in a different position. 

And so, here we are at the end of July of 
2021, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and people from one end 
of the Island to the other end have been impacted di-
rectly by COVID-19. And many of the people on the 
Island are feeling some challenges to their life that will 
be lasting for a period of time. Most of us have strug-
gled to get through this period, whether it be our daily 
activities have been changed, been crimped, whether 
our mental health has been challenged because our 
life has changed—and I have said this before, but I 

http://www.bermudalaws.bm/Laws/Consolidated%20Laws/Public%20Health%20Act%201949.pdf
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think it bears repeating. And so, I think Bermuda is in 
a fragile position. A fragile position because the pan-
demic has impacted us— 
 
[No audio] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —has for a long period of 
time, and now we are trying our best to get up and 
running again and get some normalcy back to what 
we normally do.  

We are not there yet. There appears to be 
light at the end of the tunnel, but when we debate an 
Order like this today, which extends the Public Health 
Emergency to the end of September 2021, it is clear, 
as the Minister said, that we are still in a public health 
emergency. And so, while people might think they see 
the light at the end of the tunnel, we are still in the 
tunnel and there is a lot of work that has to be done. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the second point that I 
would like to make is that it is noticeable—the change 
within the Government. And why do I say that? I say it 
on a couple of points, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because in 
the beginning of the pandemic the Government was 
very keen to consult with the Opposition about every-
thing to do with COVID-19. In fact, at that time (it was 
before the last election), the Honourable Premier 
would call the Opposition Leader (and at that time it 
was the Honourable Craig Cannonier) on great occa-
sion to have conversations to inform what was going 
on or to listen to what the Opposition Leader and his 
colleagues had to say. We have noticed that change 
in consultation. The consultation has dried up to a cer-
tain extent. And so here we are today with this Public 
Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Or-
der 2021, and there has been a glaring lack of consul-
tation on that. 

I say that because, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as 
Members of Parliament, we have been reached out to 
more than ever before through the pandemic because 
people want to know what is going on. People want to 
share their concerns with their duly elected MP and 
people want to hear opinions from their MP on what 
they think is going to take place and how we move 
forward together. And so, if Members of the House 
are kept in the dark in some ways, it is clear when 
constituents (or anyone throughout the Island) want to 
speak to us about these issues, we are unable to give 
them accurate information, which they should expect. 

Now, this Public Health (COVID-19) Emer-
gency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021 is a very strong 
piece of legislation. The Government believes it is 
necessary and that is why we are here today. But af-
ter 16 or 17 months of the pandemic, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I would beg to state that there are many in 
the community who think we need to move forward 
and that these types of orders and the strong hand 
that they can show are not necessary at this time. The 
Honourable Acting Minister of Health stated the case 
on why they think it is necessary. And here we are, we 

seem to be stuck in a position where we have the Del-
ta variant impacting some people on the Island, most-
ly brought into the Island because of travellers who 
have come in and tested positive. So, we have seen 
our rate creeping up very slowly, which is good news. 

And on one hand, while people talk about the 
strength of the Delta variant and how transmissible it 
is on the other hand, what the Government talks about 
is the light at the end of the tunnel, the vaccination 
and that is how we control COVID-19, and that every-
one should get the vaccination. We see that we are 
drifting because vaccination rates have basically 
stagnated since the end of May. The Government re-
leased some figures just last night and the Minister 
also quoted some figures today during the brief. But if 
you take a look at the last three weeks, we have only 
seen an increase of 3.4 per cent in the vaccination 
rate. So, if that is the light at the end of the tunnel, we 
have risen from 30.0 per cent vaccination rate at the 
end of June to . . . sorry, [from] 60.3 per cent at the 
end of June to 63.7 per cent on July 20, [this is] a 
small increase over three weeks. 

And, at the same time, we were told in the 
beginning of the vaccination . . . and Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, you are aware that the vaccinations really 
started in January to have a meaningful impact on our 
community and how we can control COVID-19. Vac-
cinations took off at a pretty good pace at the begin-
ning in January, February and March, and [now] we 
see them slow, so much so that the Government’s 
target for when we would get to that herd immunity or 
community immunity has changed over time.  

It was originally said that by Bermuda Day 
(which I believe was on May 28 this past year) we 
would be to that point. Well, Bermuda Day came and 
went and we are not there yet. We were told that we 
potentially would be there by Cup Match. Well, Cup 
Match is here next week and it is obvious we are not 
going to make that 70 [per cent] or 75 per cent.  

But interestingly enough, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
earlier this week, or I believe it was last week, Dr. 
Weldon said that because of the Delta variant that 
community immunity rate, the vaccination rate, would 
be bumped up to about 87 per cent. And the Govern-
ment has been somewhat restrained on any infor-
mation on what the actual rate is at the present time. 
So, if the rate is in the upper 80s we still have a long 
way to go, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

And that long way to go, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
shows that the pandemic is still with us, it is still a pub-
lic health emergency to a great extent, but what do we 
do about it? And as the Attorney General has said, we 
know so much more now than we did in March of 
2020, we know what COVID-19 is, we know the symp-
toms of COVID-19, we know how to deal with COVID-
19 by social distancing and wearing masks and mak-
ing sure we practice the best of hygiene conditions, 
we do have certain drugs that work to help us fight 
COVID-19. There is some debate in the community 
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about some of the drugs that are not used to a great 
extent that could be of a greater benefit, I might add 
as well. And we know that the vaccinations work. 

But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, one thing we also 
know is that there is a strong group of people who 
want to get vaccinated—and we have seen 63.7 per 
cent. But there is an equally vocal group of people 
who do not wish to get vaccinated. And it is clear to 
say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that at this time that is the 
balance of that 63.7 per cent, so, you know, you have 
still got a significant minority who are not inclined to 
get it at this point. 

Now, I believe, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that peo-
ple will change their minds when they get better in-
formation and more information and more accurate 
information. But my colleagues and I are very con-
cerned because, as it stands today the rate has 
stalled, and the public health information required to 
have people look at it and feel comfortable getting the 
vaccination is really not there. And so, what do we do 
about this? And this is a big— 

 
[No audio] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —The biggest frustration 
is, I believe in the vaccine. I took the vaccine early on 
in the programme. I have had no side effects from 
taking the vaccine.  

I feel, Honourable Member, that it is a good 
thing for people to take. My family has taken the vac-
cine at the same time. And I do everything I can to try 
to help convince people that they should be comforta-
ble taking the vaccination as well because I respect 
their rights. I respect everyone’s right to decide on the 
future of their health, but I believe this is the way to 
go. 

But the challenge that we face as a communi-
ty—and this is not just the Government’s challenge, it 
is a challenge for us all—is that we have got to get 
that 63.7 [per cent] to get much higher. If it does not, 
we could be back here in another month extending the 
Emergency Health Order again, for the fifth time or the 
sixth time or the seventh time. We could be doing this 
through Christmas. And in the winter who knows what 
will take place from there. 

And so, while vaccinations offer hope . . . and 
I would be remiss, Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I did not say 
that they are not perfect. We do know they offer some 
protection, but we also know that you can still catch 
COVID-19, you still need to protect yourself. You can 
still spread it if you are vaccinated, we know that. But 
they offer help and they have done tremendous things 
in communities throughout the world that get vac-
cinated. And that is one of the reasons why I think 
now, as we face a slight spike, that we are in a better 
position to contain it because our vaccination rate is 
reasonable, but we still have that long way to go, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 

So, I urge everyone today . . . all of us as 
Members of Parliament should be speaking positively 
about the vaccine and what can be done. And I ap-
plaud those in the medical community who have spo-
ken out, like Dr. Ramon Arscott, just to name one. I 
thought the interviews that he did were first-class. 
They were simple, they were direct, they provided in-
formation which was easy for everyone to understand 
and accept, and it was a compelling case, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 

And so, I urge people to get vaccinated. And I 
urge people, as we have this conversation, to let us 
be respectful about it. There is too much disrespect 
going back and forth from some people who are vac-
cinated and blaming other people who are not vac-
cinated for, you know, prolonging this situation longer, 
or the non-vaccinated people saying you are infringing 
on their rights. Let us do this in a grown-up way so we 
can move forward because we are all tired, we are all 
agitated, we are all frustrated by COVID-19. Those 
feelings will not go away until we get in a better posi-
tion.  

And I am not comfortable here today with an-
other Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension 
(No. 4) because we have come so long, but we have 
still got a good distance to travel. And until people tell 
me a better way we can get out of this challenge that 
we are in, I believe in the science. I believe that the 
vaccinations will work. And I believe that the vaccina-
tions are important for us to get. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to dwell on this 
point for just a bit longer because, like you . . . I know 
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. You exercise on a regular 
basis. You are just a couple of years older than me, 
but you have still got a spring in your step. You take 
care of your health. I know you exercise all the time. I 
know you eat right and you try to get a lot of sleep—
that is the same thing I do. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do 
that every day. And I learned a hard but valuable les-
son when I was a young boy—I was not even a man 
at that time—when my father died early because he 
smoked cigarettes. And my doctor told me, he said, 
You know, you and your brother and your sisters, if 
you live healthy, you will live a long life, you don’t 
have to pass early like your father. And that is what I 
have tried to do. 

So, knowing that I enjoy life, a healthy life, I 
wanted to think about this vaccination process very 
clearly to make sure it was the right thing to do. And I 
thought through it, I listened to the people, I worked 
through it, I talked to people who are in the know—
whether in the medical community or learned and 
studied people—and I took the vaccination. But then, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I went a step further. 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of [clarification], Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: My family got the vaccina-
tion, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 And I am happy to take the point of clarifica-
tion. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: [Clarification], Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I do not think the Deputy 
Speaker is unmuted. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not think you are 
unmuted. You are muted. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry, I had some tech-
nical difficulties. 
 Thank you, Mr. Dunkley for allowing the clari-
fication. 
 Mr. Famous. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, I just want to concur 
with the Honourable Member from constituency 10. 
He was so excited to get the vaccine that he jumped 
in advance of his age group. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is not a clarification. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I guess, you know, those are the games that some 
people will try to play during Parliament. And the Hon-
ourable Member, you know, is prone to like to do 
these types of things. But if the Honourable Member 
wants any further clarity, he can speak to me about it, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. But he led me right to where I 
wanted to go. 
 And I was so sold on the need for this vaccine 
that I asked my family to get it, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
First, it was my 85-year-old mother. You know, at a 
certain age our bodies start to be less resilient to 
things. But she had no hesitation in taking it. I would 
never, ever, ever suggest to my mother she do any-
thing that is not going to help her live a productive and 
happy life, but I was sold on the vaccine and took her 
there. 
 And then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have got two 
young daughters, one just had a baby, and the other 
one has not had any children yet, they both took the 
vaccine. Why . . . I would never jeopardise their ability, 
especially to have children or to raise a family, they 
took the vaccine. So, in short, the family has had it. 
None of us have had issues.  
 Now, I have to say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 
just like anything that you can put in your body—you 
look at any prescription you get. You go to the drug-
store and buy a bottle of aspirin—there are warning 

labels on the back of it, all right? So, there can be 
some challenges that people can have, and with the 
vaccine there have been some from time to time. But 
the health authorities in countries have allowed it to be 
used for emergency application because of the pan-
demic. It was developed over a prolonged period of 
time through the years, they felt comfortable with the 
safety, and I feel very strongly that in a very short pe-
riod of time it will be given the full approval. 
 And so, I urge Bermudians to think outside the 
box a little bit. Because that is what it is here. Some-
times, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we in a small community 
will get into a box and we never think outside the box 
or listen outside the box. We have to listen outside 
this box here because, just like you, I do not want to 
be in this position when we are in the Christmas ses-
sion.  

We, as a community, have done a hell of a 
good job in following rules and regulations, which 
quite often we have not accepted. But we have fol-
lowed them to a great degree, and it put us in a much 
better position. Let us not make this any more difficult 
on us because we want to get back to a better way of 
life and a lot of people need to get back to being able 
to pick up the pieces in the life that they lead, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 And so, reservedly, I accept Government’s 
intention here today with the explanation that was 
[given]. It would have been nice to have some more 
communication on why we got to this point. We did 
not have that, but we had it in the beginning of 
COVID-19, and I hope we can get back to that type of 
communication again. We in the Opposition are willing 
to work with the Government to do everything we can 
to raise those vaccination rates to get to a level where 
we can have more freedoms put back in our lives, 
where our lives can be that much easier, where we 
can start to let down our guard just a little bit.  

We have all learned a couple of things in the 
last 16 months. One is, we have got our guard up, we 
do not get close to people anymore, we have got a 
mask around us all the time. I was just looking at 
some of my masks, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and they are 
starting to look old and frayed because we have used 
them so much and washed them so much and gotten 
new masks. And, you know, I think masks are the 
most littered thing in Bermuda at this time. If you look 
down on the sidewalks and the streets, you will see 
masks at all times. 

So, we need to move forward. And the only 
way we are going to move forward is by vaccinations. 
And let us forget about some of these theories that if 
we close off the Island and we don’t allow anybody in, 
we can get rid of COVID-19. It is not going to happen, 
because as soon as you open up it can come back in. 
Look at Australia. Look at these other countries. And 
while we have had a couple of spikes, probably three 
spikes now, in COVID-19, we have managed to con-
tain them because we had some good practices in 
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place. And so, we need to continue to do that, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, we need to continue to push to get 
the vaccinations to work. 

So, while we have been critical of some of the 
things that Government has done—and the record will 
state that—reservedly, we can support this legislation 
today. But we would like to see more communication 
to us and to the community on how long it will be nec-
essary and, before we take any further steps to have 
a No. 5 Order, on why that would be required at the 
time. 
 So, let us get away from the drifting with the 
vaccination rates. Let us pump that up. Let us get to a 
more enviable position, and then some of the re-
strictions that have been lifted can stay lifted and peo-
ple can start to do the things they enjoy in life—next 
week’s Cup Match!  

And Cup Match is a SafeKey event and it will 
see a much more minimal crowd than we have ever 
had before. And I hope the event is a good event, 
again, because there is so much history, so much tra-
dition we need to remember. We need to enjoy that. I 
still think that there are many people who are not go-
ing to be able to attend Cup Match because of the 
limitations in size. And you have to admit, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that some people will be uncomfortable go-
ing around crowds. But we need to get back to the 
Bermuda we really enjoy, where you go to Cup Match 
and you can have a great time and not worry about a 
pandemic and a SafeKey and all these types of 
things, Mr. Deputy Speaker. We can only do that if we 
all get involved in the process and get the vaccination 
rate up to protect our community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you for your remarks, 
Honourable Member Mr. Dunkley. 
 The next speaker, I think, is Mr. Campbell. 
 
Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I would like to thank the Opposition’s spokes-
person for their reserved support of the Extension Or-
der. The Government is aware that this brings, you 
know, it comes with extensive and more powers. And 
we do not take this lightly. But the Order is necessary. 
You know it is obvious. There is enough information 
out in the community, press conferences and news 
articles, it is very obvious that the original reason for 
the initial Public Health Emergency Order still exists.  

It has been a long time—16, 17, 18 months—
and people are getting tired. And we may have to do 
this a few more times. But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, noth-
ing is more lasting or permanent than death. And that 
is what we are trying to avoid here by putting the 
Government in the best position to react.  

The rate of vaccination has slowed, but that is 
not unusual. There are usually spurts and lulls in a 
programme of this nature. And right now we find our-

selves in a bit of a slow-down in the uptick in the vac-
cinations. And you know, a target is just that, a target, 
it is an estimation based on the best information avail-
able at any particular time. So, forgive the Govern-
ment for having not met certain targets, but it is an 
estimation based on the best information available at 
the time.  
 We know that the Chief Medical Officer has 
determined that a communicable disease—COVID-
19—continues to pose a threat to us, and we can see 
the damage that can be quickly done by just looking at 
what happened earlier this year. We need the public 
measures provided for in the regulations to continue 
to control and contain COVID-19 and its variants be-
cause it continues to rage in countries around the 
world.  

You know we can look at what happened in 
BVI—over 2,000 cases and 16 deaths in two weeks. 
They had to reimpose a curfew from 7:00 pm to 
5:00 am. They had to close bars and gyms and hair-
dressers. Summer camps were postponed. And this 
was because they reopened their borders without ad-
equate measures in place. Barbados—night-time cur-
fews reinstated, social gatherings banned, spectators 
banned from sporting events. Australia—the major 
cities of Melbourne and Sidney are in lockdown be-
cause of the Delta variant, the spread of the Delta var-
iant. The UK—enormous amounts of cases reported 
recently—in excess of 51,000 in a 24-hour period; 
millions in quarantine, public services being cancelled.  
 Yes, we are taking a slow and measured . . . 
we are trying to strike that right balance between bor-
der protection and freedoms. It is controversial at 
times, but as we can see from recent data around the 
world the Delta variant is nothing to be played with. It 
is serious. That is not what we want for Bermuda.  

But you can say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 
Bermuda is open. We have lifted many of the re-
strictions that we were previously under. There is no 
curfew. We do have the possibility for large cultural 
events. People can enjoy themselves more freely on 
the water and that goes for everyone, both vaccinated 
and unvaccinated. 
 You know we just enjoyed the first round of 
the Eastern Counties and, previous to that, the West-
ern Counties. Bars and restaurants are open. Summer 
camps are open. We are seeing more people arriving 
on our shores. Hotels are seeing increased bookings. 
And there is the promise of cruise ships arriving in 
August. So, in spite of having the Emergency Orders 
in place until August, Bermuda is open. And that is not 
going to change by extending this to September 30. 
Bermuda will remain open. And we hope to achieve 
the 70 per cent, but it is taking a little longer than we 
anticipated. 
 We have come this far, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
by following the science. And most of us, or a vast 
majority of us, have done our part in connection with 
that, and we are grateful to the 99 per cent of the 
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people in this country who follow the laws, the rules, 
and acknowledge and know that this virus is real. 
 And with that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will con-
clude my comments. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Mr. Campbell. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: [This is] Ianthia Sim-
mons-Wade. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry, Ms. Simmons, I 
could not recognise the voice. 
 Honourable Member, Ms. Simmons-Wade, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
would first like to acknowledge the support of the Op-
position to the Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency 
Extension (No. 4) Order 2021. 
 First of all, for someone who has been very 
intimately involved with the vaccine programme, I 
would just like to update everyone who is listening in 
terms of what we as a Government are doing and 
what we are doing moving forward. As you are aware, 
the outreach vaccination programme went to all areas 
of the Island and we had great success. Many people 
came out, because we went into the community, to 
get their vaccines. Moving forward, we actually have a 
very aggressive programme that is— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: —Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
your microphone is on. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, I am trying . . . we have 
got some technical difficulties. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mrs. Ianthia Simmons-Wade: Okay.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, at the moment we are at 
65 per cent, something that our Island should be ex-
tremely proud of in terms of the numbers coming up. 
But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we must be mindful of the 
fact that the individuals left who are not vaccinated are 
those individuals who are waiting, those individuals 
who are on the fence, and also those individuals who 
will never get the vaccine.  

Working along with the Ministry of Health, the 
Bermuda Health Council, and DCI [Department of 
Communication and Information], we have developed 
an aggressive programme to get the information out to 

individuals who need that information and access to 
be able to decide if they are going to take the vaccine. 
This week alone government workers and Corporation 
of Hamilton workers and the Department of Commu-
nication had an opportunity to come and get the vac-
cine. 

On Wednesday night we offered the vaccine 
at Harbour Night for people who [might think] It’s 
there; I’m going to take it. This weekend on Sunday at 
the three cricket matches, we will also have the vac-
cine available for individuals who wish to take it. On 
Saturday we are again going to go into the communi-
ty. What we have shown that has been extremely 
successful is when we come to the community, people 
will get the vaccine. 
 But we do have to be mindful. There are indi-
viduals who will never get the vaccine. And this is very 
much a personal choice. And this is something as a 
Government that we do respect. The only thing that 
we ask is for those individuals who decide not to take 
the vaccine, to comply with the rules and regulations 
so that they remain safe. We have to respect personal 
choice for individuals. 

I do believe that with the aggressive approach 
that we are taking, we will get to that 70 per cent, we 
will get to that 75 per cent. And the support of the 
people in the community will ensure that the numbers 
remain low and the Government will take the neces-
sary action to ensure that the population is safe and 
that our borders are safe. We should be proud of our 
success. And I believe the Opposition has offered 
their support, and we certainly appreciate their sup-
port in getting people who want to get vaccinated, 
vaccinated, and supporting those individuals who 
make that personal choice. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Simmons-Wade for your remarks. 
 Are there any other speakers? 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: I recognise Mr. Pearman. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: I will let the Minister go ahead, if 
you want, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: No, I will yield to Mr. 
Pearman. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Pearman, you may contin-
ue. 
 
Mr. Scott Pearman: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,  
I will be brief.  
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, what we are debating 
here today is yet another extension of emergency 
powers. And that phrase is being tossed around quite 
lightly of late. But we have to remind ourselves that 
emergency powers are the most draconian of powers 
that governments are able to wield against its citizens, 
the citizen and the state. And whenever you extend or 
create emergency powers, your question really is, On 
what basis? And on what justification? 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I remember more than a 
year ago now, I guess, that we held a meeting of Par-
liament to first consider emergency powers in about 
April or, perhaps, it was May of last year. And at the 
time, the medical concerns over COVID-19 were so 
great that only a few MPs were allowed to attend the 
House. I remember the then Honourable Pat Gordon-
Pamplin came in with a plastic face mask, gloves and 
possibly even booties. And you are laughing, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, because I remember you were there 
and you were sitting 10 chairs to my left, I think we 
were very, very socially distanced, but there were 
about four or five of us present in the Chamber to dis-
cuss it. 

And if you recall, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I gave 
perhaps a slightly self-indulgent speech, but I did 
thump the top of it, and I did so for an important rea-
son. Because whenever you are dealing with some-
thing like this, with emergency powers, you really are 
at the outer limits of what governments—democratic 
governments—are allowed to do, and you are really 
rubbing up very strongly against the individual rights 
of citizens. We are dealing here with the civil liberties 
of individuals. We are dealing here with constitutional-
ly enshrined rights. And so, I fully accept it as a tricky 
area, but you have to define the parameters of your 
decision-making.  

In my view then, as I expressed on the day—
and we had a joke about it afterwards—but in my view 
then I stated something along these lines, that emer-
gency powers must be no wider than is absolutely 
necessary, given that it is curtailing the civil liberties of 
individuals. And so, that really is the test. You need to 
contract emergency powers to their bare minimum. 
They should be no wider than is needed. You should 
not have slough or shadow along the outside of pow-
ers that really have unintended consequences and 
restrictions that really are not fair and should not be in 
place. 

And the last time, Mr. Deputy Speaker . . . ac-
tually we lost Mr. Deputy Speaker. Oh, you are back. I 
do not know if you could still hear me, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I think we lost you for a moment. You can. 

The last time we were here debating the ex-
tension of emergency powers was the sitting of the 
House, I think, four weeks ago or so. And at the time 
we were looking at a two-month extension. And the 
Loyal Opposition at that time suggested that we felt 
the most appropriate method was a one-month exten-
sion and to then take stock, look at the medical evi-

dence at the time. Because really it is the medical evi-
dence on the day, at the time, and as predicted, that 
governs how much we need. 

And so, we have not shifted off that position. 
Our view is that it is very easy for the House to come 
back in. We note the date to which the extension is 
going is well beyond our next sitting, our next sitting is 
on the 10th of September. And as so many MPs ob-
served last week when we discussed the issue of 
SDOs [Special Development Orders], it is very easy 
for this House to be recalled and to be court given that 
we do not need that many people to form a quorum. 
And so, that was our position then and that is our po-
sition now.  

I echo both the words and the sentiments of 
my honourable colleague, MP Michael Dunkley, who 
set out as the Shadow Health Minister in greater detail 
than I intend to our thinking on the issue. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is an important issue. It 
is not just up there in the ether, it is not just philoso-
phy; it is real, it is pragmatic, it is day to day, it impacts 
upon each and every one of us. And we have seen 
some significant impositions on the civil liberties of 
people and, in some cases, on the constitutional liber-
ties of people. There are cases going through the 
court that may be successful, they may be unsuccess-
ful. Whether or not the court is satisfied that civil liber-
ties—constitutional civil liberties—have been 
breached is a matter for the court. 

But, again, when we are looking at the deci-
sion-making, which is in the hands of the Government 
as imbued by Parliament, we must ask ourselves, is 
this broader than is absolutely necessary? And one of 
the issues that, it seems to me, is a hot-button issue, 
is the issue of making those who arrive on our shores 
who are unvaccinated go and quarantine—at their 
expense—in a government facility.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I spoke on this issue be-
fore on the motion to adjourn, and I do not intend to 
repeat myself. But I would simply say, respectfully, 
that policy must come to an end. It needs to end. 

Another issue that, again, is a hot-button is-
sue is the testing regime and the significance of test-
ing that we see here in Bermuda when you contrast it 
with other places. I am delighted to read in the papers 
that we will be reducing our testing regime. And I think 
that that is an excellent thing and it is in accordance 
with the medical evidence which, after all, is one of 
the fundamental touchstones. I am slightly disappoint-
ed that we did not hear that in this Honourable House 
rather than getting to read about it in the press, but 
there we are. That seems to be the way of the world 
these days on this Island. But I do think that the re-
duction of testing is sensible, and I am pleased to see 
it happening. And, again, it is consistent with the med-
ical evidence as we know. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the third hot-button issue 
is the issue of the status of antibodies. We see much 
in the paper of late about very passionate and vocal 
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Bermudians who are expressing their views that 
where they have the antibody, that is as good as, or 
better than, or no worse than—and I do not know be-
cause I am not a doctor—the vaccine. I am not going 
to get into the medical argument, but I recognise that, 
again, we are at that touchstone, we are at that friction 
point between civil liberties and emergency powers.  

I would invite the Government and those who 
are the decision-makers––for it is not us who are in 
the Opposition who are the decision-makers––to con-
sider that status of antibodies. I am not saying it 
should be endorsed or not, I do not know. I do not 
have the medical expertise. But I would invite the de-
cision-makers to consider the issue because there are 
a sufficient number of Bermudians who are quite pas-
sionate about it and their voice should be at least lis-
tened to and heard, even if the decision goes against 
them in the end, and it may well. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I conclude, I just 
want to touch on the vaccination issue as opposed to 
the un-vaccination issue. On the vaccination issue, it 
is hopeful to see that our Island is . . . and I may not 
have the most up-to-date number today, but within the 
past 24 to 48 hours it was 63.7 per cent, which is 
heartening. And let us hope that we can get to the 
appropriate level of vaccination in Bermuda where we 
can achieve herd mentality . . . excuse me, herd pro-
tection rather, not herd mentality—herd protection . . . 
immunity. And I do note that this number has been 
shifting of late. We have seen a higher number being 
suggested by Dr. Weldon, again, I defer to the medi-
cal betters there who will know more than I. 

But right at the beginning, when we were 
blessed with the opportunity to have vaccines in Ber-
muda well ahead of many, many, many other places 
in the world, I had the opportunity to be interviewed on 
this on the television. My advice then remains just the 
same as my advice now: It is a matter of personal 
choice, yes, absolutely. But I would encourage any-
one who is concerned about whether or not to have 
the vaccine, and who has not yet had the vaccine, to 
speak with their doctor. Because it is a personal 
choice, it is about the individual, but it is also about 
the community as a whole and the protection of all of 
us. And so, again, from my personal point of view, it is 
a matter of personal choice, but I invite anyone with 
any questions to discuss the issue with their doctor, it 
is very important. 

So, with those brief words, I thank you, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, and I notice Mr. Famous is keen to 
inform us of his wisdom. 

Thank you. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good afternoon, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. 
 
[Pause]  
 

Mr. Scott Pearman: Mr. Deputy Speaker, we cannot 
hear you, or I cannot, anyway. 
 
[Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Member, while Mr. Deputy 
Speaker is getting up, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good afternoon to the 
people of Bermuda. Good afternoon, Madam Acting 
Speaker. Can you see me clearly? 
 
The Acting Speaker: I did just now, yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Can you see me now? 
 
The Acting Speaker: No, you were up. You were def-
initely . . . 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: No, I am saying can you 
see me? 
 
The Acting Speaker: You talking to me made me 
change my format, now I need to change my screen 
format, again. That is why I do not see you. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Okay. I wanted to make 
sure I was appropriately dressed this Friday. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: You are appropriately dressed. 
You look amazing. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you, thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Exactly. We do not have to wor-
ry about you, MP Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Let me take off the little 
red thing here. I do not want anybody to have the 
wrong idea. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Now, I know that you wish to 
make some compelling statements, so I do not want 
you using up your time having to convince us of how 
handsome you look. Because we have— 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Aah! 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: You know the real challenge? 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good afternoon, again. 
 
The Acting Speaker: MP Famous, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you, Madman Act-
ing Speaker. 
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The Acting Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Madam Acting Speaker, 
as you know, this issue has been one of the most con-
tentious issues of our recent history. In Bermuda for 
400 years we have been used to racial divisions. We 
have been used to economic divisions. And this week, 
we are used to Cup Match divisions, Madam Acting 
Speaker. But what we are not used to is our people 
being divided for medical reasons on medical issues. 
We have it inside of our own families, inside of our 
organisations, inside of our neighbourhoods, and in-
side of our country—whether it be the contention 
about vaccination or quarantine, wearing a mask, 
whether COVID-19 is real. Well, I am here to say to 
the people of Bermuda is that, unfortunately, COVID-
19 is real. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, in America, to our 
west, less than 50 per cent of the persons are immun-
ised. In the UK, to our east, less than 50 per cent are 
immunised. In Canada, to our north, less than 20 per 
cent are immunised. These are the countries that all 
visitors and all locals will travel to our country from. 

So, what does that mean, Madam Acting 
Speaker? That means there is a high probability that 
we can get the Delta variant. Hence, we are here to-
day extending these powers as, the Honourable 
Member Scott Pearman said, emergency powers to 
prevent the next outbreak.  

Madam Acting Speaker, in the US the Delta 
variant is now raging—95 per cent of all deaths are 
now attributed to those who have not yet been vac-
cinated.  

Madam Acting Speaker, in the UK, our mother 
country, there are 50,000 people being infected with 
the Delta variant every day, one of which was the 
Health Minister of the UK. He was in contact with the 
Prime Minister and the Finance Minister and they are 
both now in quarantine. And let us be frank, all three 
of these persons have been vaccinated. So, what 
does that tell us? That tells us that the Delta variant is 
nothing to play with.  

Madam Acting Speaker, in the US Virgin Is-
lands the hospital is now overwhelmed. 

Madam Acting Speaker, allow me to touch on 
something that the MP Dunkley spoke about. He said 
he is willing to assist us with the vaccination issue. 
Hmm. I find that interesting, because he was in the 
newspaper earlier this week almost gloating that our 
vaccination rate was at 60-something per cent, saying 
that the Government is not doing enough. Where is 
their programme?  

I am so thankful for persons like MP Ianthia 
Simmons-Wade and all those who work in the Health 
Department, the DCI, for doing such a tremendous job 
for the last few months to not only promote the need 
for vaccination, to promote the need to go to your doc-
tor, but also to facilitate the logistics of moving vac-

cination sites around this country to help bring our 
numbers up. 

Madam Acting Speaker, let us take a little 
view while Mr. Dunkley gloats about our numbers say-
ing they are not what they are supposed to be. Let us 
take a look around the region. In our fellow overseas 
territory of Montserrat, only 25 per cent of their popu-
lation is vaccinated. In the British Virgin Islands only 
35 per cent of their population is vaccinated. In Anguil-
la only 55 per cent of their population is vaccinated. In 
Turks and Caicos Islands only 60 per cent of their 
population is vaccinated. In Bermuda we are now at 
67 [per cent], 65 [per cent] to 67 per cent. In Cayman 
Islands they are at 70 per cent. All other islands are 
below 40 per cent, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 So, what does that say? In the region, we are 
the second highest immunised island in the region.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Member, can you see me? 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Yes, I can. I can see you 
pretty good. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, thank you. I was just . . . 
something else was touched, thank you for that, sorry 
for disturbing. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: And in the western hemi-
sphere we are second only behind the Cayman Is-
lands. So, while Mr. Dunkley and critics want to say, 
You aren’t doing enough, is he really being fair to all 
the hard workers that have gone out to immunise?  
 Let us look at some realities, Madam Acting 
Speaker. Over the last 18 months thousands of our 
people have been unemployed, thousands are still 
unemployed now. We have taken a $350 million hit to 
Minister Dickinson’s pocket . . . sorry, I did not mean 
his pocket, but the government’s pocket. And as MP 
Campbell said, all of that does not really matter be-
cause the most important number is that we have lost 
33 Bermudians. 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: But we are doing a turna-
round now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, due to the strict 
measures of this Government, unpopular measures, 
but effective—vaccination rates, quarantine and 
SafeKey. Well, you know what I find ironic? All of 
these things the OBA has attacked in the last month—
all of them. 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: The OBA said Do away 
with the travel authorisation form, just be like America, 
just get a negative test and allow people to come in. 
Well, what is happening in America right now? Florida 
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is seeing record numbers. What is happening in Eng-
land? They are seeing record numbers.  

The OBA, via their Opposition Leader, the 
Honourable Cole Simons, attacked the quarantine 
methodology, saying, Do away with the quarantine. 
And now suddenly, when they realise that what we 
are doing is correct, they suddenly want to jump on 
board and say, Hey, we want to help out with the vac-
cination rate. How can we help? I do not know; let us 
go ask their members who are down in Cabinet pro-
testing against us. You know, there are OBA mem-
bers down there protesting against these measures 
that we are using to stop COVID-19 killing our people. 
So, the best way they can help is to stop pandering to 
conspiracy theories. That is the best way you can 
help, MP Dunkley. 
 Let us go on. The Honourable Member from 
constituency 22, Scott Pearman, asked what the basis 
of these emergency measures is. It must have a ba-
sis. I do not know, maybe we are trying to prevent 
lockdowns, maybe we are trying to prevent more 
deaths in our Island, maybe we are trying to prevent 
economic carnage. That may be the basis of why we 
are doing what we are doing. 

You know what is so funny, what is a small 
world, Mr. Deputy Speaker? My family comes from 
BVI, my mother’s family. And what is ironic is that my 
mother has a house, my mother’s sister has a house 
in the middle of Road Town, which is their capital. And 
two buildings down from that house there is a building 
blocking my view of the water and that building is 
owned by a law firm and that law firm is partially 
owned by the family that MP Scott Pearman comes 
from. Well, let us ask MP Scott Pearman what is hap-
pening in the BVI when they do not have quarantine 
measures? Let us ask him, when the vaccination rates 
are low, what happens in the BVI? Because I am quite 
sure he will not get on the microphone and tell us the 
truth today.  

Well, let me tell you what is happening. When 
you have no mandatory quarantine, people go home, 
and they go about their business when they should be 
home. And now they have had 25 people die in one 
month because of this. So, let us ask what are the 
reasons, what is the basis? Saving lives, MP Scott 
Pearman, that is the bottom line. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me conclude. Delta is 
real. Delta is real! It is so real that in the Cayman Is-
lands they are not opening their borders until October 
and possibly November, until their people get to 
80 per cent vaccination rate. They have just had two 
cases of Delta come up from quarantined persons. Let 
us say that those persons were not quarantined. What 
would have happened to the Cayman Islands? Let us 
ask Honourable Scott Pearman, because he has an 
office down there as well. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as MP Campbell, my 
MP, said, odds are we are going to be back here 
again to extend this because we have to understand 

Delta is going nowhere. There is Lambda coming up. 
Why? The less people are vaccinated, the more these 
diseases can mutate. The biologists and MP Lovitta 
Foggo can attest to this.  

So, I say to the people of Bermuda, while the 
measures are unpopular, while some of you say you 
are not going to vote for me or anybody else again, 
the fact is, you are going to be alive to not vote for me. 
That is the fact. So, when we bring these measures, it 
is not because we want to be dictators, it is not be-
cause we want to see OBA and their friends down on 
[the] Cabinet lawn, it is because we want to save our 
people’s lives and we want to save our economy.  

So, I commend not only the Health Minister, 
but her staff, everyone who has been employed in this 
operation—the people down at the airport, the people 
down at Perot Post Office—the people at all the vac-
cination sites. And for those who have differences of 
opinion, well, listen, we understand you, but just un-
derstand that at times we have to have these 
measures. 

And with that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I just want 
to make sure you see my right . . . am I properly 
dressed, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, you have light blue and 
dark blue on. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Sorry, I did not hear you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I had an audio problem. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, you have light blue and 
dark blue on that represents St. George’s. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, and thank you to the people of Bermuda. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Thank you so much. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier, you have the floor, 
Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, can you hear me now? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, I can hear you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Earlier I had a live microphone 
and I was complimenting the Honourable Member 
from constituency 3, you know, she is wearing a very 
nice blue and blue dress today. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is wonderful. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: And so it is. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, can I just please speak 
to the matter today? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Certainly. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: The matter today is certainly 
about this Public Health Emergency Extension. And I, 
of course, support the Minister of Health, the Acting 
Minister of Health the Honourable Attorney General, in 
this extension. I think the extension is a very simple 
one. It allows for the Government to implement emer-
gency measures should they be necessary, and it ex-
tends it until September 30, which is after the House 
sits twice the next time around. 
 And so, I understand that certain Members 
want to point out the fact that, you know, Why are we 
extending it? We can always recall the House if it is 
necessary. But what we are trying to do, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, is to take account of everyone’s time, make 
sure that we try to plan things out in the best way pos-
sible. 
 But Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was quite 
shocked—quite shocked—to listen to the contributions 
of Honourable Members earlier today from the oppo-
site side. Because, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would have 
thought, as the Honourable Member who just spoke, I 
would have thought that we . . . that we were . . . how 
would I put it, Mr. Deputy Speaker? That we were all 
on the same side, that we all wanted to ensure that 
this country was kept safe. But when you listen to the 
pandering of which we are hearing, when you listen to 
the veiled remarks, as the Honourable Member who 
just spoke, pandering to conspiracy theories, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, it, without question, is not the way 
and the direction that we wish to go. 
 And so, from my perspective, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I just want to say a few things. The reason 
why the One Bermuda Alliance is not the Government 
and the reason why the people of this country chose 
the Progressive Labour Party was due to strong lead-
ership, because they knew this Government would 
take the actions required to keep them safe. That is 
something that is important for us to know and to rec-
ognise, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 And so, when I hear the Honourable Member 
in one breath say that we should increase our vac-
cination figures, while in the next breath saying that 
the Government should drop the measures which are 
actually necessary to make sure that our country can 
be open, I actually do not think that they understand 
the issue. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is not either/or. You 
do not get to say, We don’t get a Public Health Emer-
gency, we don’t do vaccinations, we don’t need border 
controls. We know what happens when that takes 
place. If we want an open country, like we have most-
ly now, we need strong protections at our border. And 
if you want weaker protections at the border, that 

means that you will have the need to have more re-
strictions here. And so, for the One Bermuda Alliance 
to say that they do not support us extending this ex-
tension, or they support it, but you know, just a little bit 
of their concern about how these things are, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker, the powers in the Public Health (COVID-
19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021 become 
necessary when we have the virus spread domestical-
ly which threatens our health care system. And the 
way that this happens is at the border! So, to say that 
you do not like a strong border policy, but then say 
you think the Government’s probably doing too much, 
you are talking about of both sides of your mouth. And 
that is not the leadership which this country needs or 
desires. 
 I heard this comment, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
from the Shadow Minister of Health, former Premier, 
speaking about the fact that, you know, we used to 
meet with the Government and we want to meet with 
the Government again. Well, here is the truth, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. I will tell you a story. It was in April 
when we had a spike and the Opposition Leader 
reached out to ask to set up a meeting with his team, 
and the Government said yes, certainly, we will. Two 
days later, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Opposition put 
out a statement attacking and spreading falsehoods 
about a Minister of this Government.  

And here is what the statement said, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, (and I quote) talking about the Minis-
ter of National Security from constituency 1: 1“[T]he 
special consideration they gave to SailGP athletes to 
train, while our local and own elite athletes, who 
should be able to train for the 2021 Olympics, were 
sidelined.” Utter nonsense and falsehoods because 
the Minister of National Security gave permission for 
our elite athletes to train. 
 And so, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when I saw that 
I wrote to the Honourable Opposition Leader and I 
said, You can’t want to come and sing Kumbaya and 
let’s meet together and let’s work through this issue 
when you are going to be putting out false statements 
attacking Ministers in this Government. And I said, 
The meeting is cancelled. Those are the facts. 

So, I am happy to work with the Opposition 
and anyone else, Mr. Deputy Speaker, who wants to 
advance the interests of the country. But if you are 
going to slander hard-working Ministers of this Gov-
ernment with falsehoods in the public domain, trying 
to score political points, then you are not really inter-
ested in working together.  

I can take valid criticisms of policy. That is the 
role of the Opposition. I can take valid criticisms when 
they come. But you cannot come into this Honourable 
House and speak out of both sides of your mouth. 
You either want to ensure that this country can remain 
open during a pandemic, when we see so many coun-
tries around us closing, or you do not. You do not get 

                                                      
1 Royal Gazette 27 April 2021 
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to pick a side—I mean, you have to pick a side. You 
cannot play in the middle. Countries that play in the 
middle are going backwards. Countries that play in the 
middle are seeing spikes, seeing the reintroduction of 
curfews, seeing businesses close down. It is neces-
sary that the leadership of the Government of this 
country speaks strongly because we want to keep our 
people safe. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I just want to say 
one more thing because the Honourable Member who 
just spoke from constituency 11 spoke about the im-
portance of the vaccination programme. And we heard 
criticism from Honourable Members opposite about 
the pace and the slow-down of Bermuda’s vaccination 
programme. Here is the truth. The Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 11 said that we are second only 
to the Cayman Islands in this hemisphere.  

Here is what is important to note, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, we are the only Government at that level 
that has not required vaccinations of anyone in the 
country—an important point. We have left it up to 
people’s choice. There are no differing restrictions 
inside the country between vaccinated and unvac-
cinated. The only change is at the border. But in the 
Cayman Islands, in the British Virgin Islands, in the 
Turks and Caicos Islands, do you know what they 
said? They said, If you are a guest worker, you must 
get a shot or you must leave. We have seen other 
places that have done that. That is not the direction 
that has been had because, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we 
are remaining consistent with our position where we 
have said it is a decision between you and your doc-
tor. 

And so, it is important to note when compar-
ing jurisdictions, that in Bermuda we have not gone as 
far as other countries have gone. And that speaks to 
our programme of sharing information, of encouraging 
vaccinations, and the fact that we have 65 per cent of 
the population—total population at least one dose—
and at least 75 per cent of the eligible population, 
speaks to how well we are doing. So, yes, it is easy to 
criticise, it is easy to compare. But we must keep it in 
context because I promise you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, if 
the Government said We’re mandating this and this 
action, we know full well what we would hear from the 
Opposition. 

So, I close with this to say, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that you cannot talk out of both sides of your 
mouth on this issue. It is important that we focus on 
what is necessary to keep the people of this country 
safe and to keep our economy open. The Extension of 
this Public Health Emergency is necessary because if 
it expires on August 24 we want to make sure that 
until September 30 it is further extended and if there is 
any need to change the requirements in place, then 
we can do so.  

But right now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is im-
portant to note the only restrictions that exist inside 
this country are mask wearing indoors and, if you are 

having a large group, you need to let us know so that 
we can ensure that public health guidelines are fol-
lowed to minimise the possibility of a super-spreading 
event. That is where we are because of the work 
which we have done to keep this country safe. 

So, in hearing the Shadow Minister of Health, 
I welcome Members of the Opposition if they wish to 
meet with me to discuss issues and come as honest 
brokers—very important. But as the Honourable 
Member who spoke before me from constituency 11 
said, when your candidates are running around on the 
Cabinet Office lawn shouting and booing and hissing 
and doing all those types of things, it is difficult to take 
you seriously. So, you are either for the protection of 
this country, for what is necessary to keep this econ-
omy open, for what is necessary to ensure that stu-
dents remain in schools, or you are not.  

Valid criticisms of policy—welcome. But you 
cannot talk out of both sides of your mouth. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier Burt. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Jarion 
Richardson. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member Richard-
son, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, and good afternoon to my colleagues and 
the listening audience, again. 
 I just wanted to follow up with some earlier 
comments that my colleagues had made from the Op-
position benches and just reiterate some of the posi-
tives of a stakeholder engagement with the Opposi-
tion, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I only wanted to bring up 
this one point and I want it to be a little bit, so I will be 
succinct and I will wrap it up. But I wanted to bring up 
that the relationship between an MP and the constitu-
ents is something quite different than the relationship 
between, for example, the Government and the me-
dia. And then, obviously, being a relative newcomer to 
your world, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am the one who is 
learning this on a daily basis. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, when we had those ear-
lier engagements and earlier consultations, there was 
some value had when we ran across constituents as 
we went about our day-to-day in our life and their ask-
ing us questions and we were able to reply from an 
informed position versus one where we were simply 
regurgitating whatever was released to the media. 

And I found this particularly helpful, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. Just reflecting, the Honourable Minister 
for Home Affairs has invited me twice to be briefed by 
his departments—Planning Department. And what I 
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found from that experience, Mr. Deputy Speaker, was 
not necessarily the value from just contributing to the 
debate, although that was very helpful. I found it help-
ful to then move around the community and have 
something to add, have some more colour to bring to 
the conversation so that when one of my constituents 
asked me about SDOs, it was not just what was said 
in the House, but, Oh, and here is also some infor-
mation that makes it out and gives further context and 
clarity. 
 And so, with that said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
just wanted to make the point that stakeholder en-
gagement . . . and I am sorry that at some point it 
seems that there was . . . that this relationship broke 
down, because inevitably a positive relationship in that 
space will benefit all Bermudians. But I definitely want 
to reiterate what my earlier colleague said, just be-
cause I am learning as a new MP, that there is a dif-
ferent kind of relationship between me and the con-
stituents. And I would like to facilitate that communica-
tion arrangement and maybe by doing so that would 
also help Bermuda and the Government in this fight. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Richardson. 
 Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister Simmons. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, and Honourable Members for their contribu-
tions as well. 
 There is very little for me to say to wrap up 
this debate this afternoon, but I will say a few things 
very, very, very briefly. We have heard and seen and 
heard reported by the vocal minority that has advo-
cated for their individual rights to be preserved. But 
what we have missed and what we never see on air is 
the very quiet minority that actually populates its 
space in a meaningful way. And I am referring to my 
team in the Attorney General’s Chambers that has 
been challenged throughout this pandemic with draft-
ing legislation, giving advice all hours at night or all 
hours in the morning to support the Government’s pol-
icy.  

So, to that end I would like to thank Brian 
Eaton for his work in bringing this Order; [also] Par-
liamentary Counsel Cathryn Balfour Swain for her tire-
less work along with her team; and Deputy Chief Par-
liamentary Counsel Lorraine Welch, who is also acting 
as my Permanent Secretary at this time; and Sakira 
Dill-Francois who has been in the trenches from day 
one to assist the Government with the other legal ad-
visors.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have heard from our 
resident historian, we have heard from MP Simmons-
Wade, who is the unofficial COVID-19 coordinator for 
the Government who can speak to all things relevant 

to our vaccine and other programmes. We have heard 
from the Opposition gloom and doom, positive individ-
ual rights versus the Government’s view to protect our 
citizens. But there is one thing that I think we all can 
agree on today, which is the need to protect our peo-
ple. 

I am looking out the window from the Cabinet 
Office where I am sited today and I have seen a tran-
sition. And I remember the time when we presided in 
this Chamber with regard to matters of state and there 
was a ghost town view out of this window. I can look 
today and see the success of the Government policy 
because our streets are busy, our shops are populat-
ed, and our people are back to work. And so, I think 
this Government has done a sterling job of striking the 
right balance between the need to preserve the pro-
tections of our people and the need to be mindful and 
stimulate our economy because to do otherwise would 
lead to results that we have seen from time to time 
that we see worldwide. 

So, I have great pleasure to bring what is 
necessary in this Order to this House for consideration 
because there are times when it is necessary to sus-
pend our constitutional rights, as dreadful as that may 
sound, in order to achieve benefits for the greater 
good. And in this particular instance we are talking 
about maintaining the health of our citizens and our 
safety. 

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I once again thank 
Honourable Members for their commentary. I admire 
the Opposition’s desire to continue to work with the 
Government when consulted and I reiterate my lead-
er’s message to them that the genuineness and au-
thenticity of intention is necessary to continue that 
consultation. 

With that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move that 
the said Draft Order be approved and that a suitable 
message be sent to Her Excellency the Governor with 
regard to this matter. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It has been moved that the 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 
4) Order 2021 be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Approved. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
[Motion carried: The Draft Order entitled Public Health 
(COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021 
was approved.] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The third Order of business 
today is the Financial Assistance Amendment and 
Validation Act 2021. 
 Minister Hayward, I think that is you. 
 You have the floor. 
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Hon. Jason Hayward: Good afternoon, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Good afternoon, sir. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move 
that the Bill entitled the Financial Assistance Amend-
ment and Validation Act 2021 be now read a second 
time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT 
AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I bring to 
this Honourable House today the Bill entitled the Fi-
nancial Assistance Amendment and Validation Act 
2021. This Bill amends regulation 6A of the Financial 
Assistance Regulations 2004 with retrospective effect, 
and validates certain payments made under that regu-
lation. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the purpose of this Bill is 
to amend regulation 6A(1) of the Financial Assistance 
Regulations 2004 to extend the maximum duration of 
a financial assistance award for an able-bodied recipi-
ent from five years to seven years. The amendment 
will also make the change retroactive, effective April 1, 
2021, in order to validate payments made since the 
beginning of the 2021/22 fiscal year. 
 The House will recall that with that, in accord-
ance with regulation 6A(1) of the regulations, payment 
of an award to an able-bodied recipient shall be lim-
ited to a maximum period of five years, whether that 
period is continuous or an aggregate period made up 
of two or more awards. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the House should be 
advised that the five-year term for some financial as-
sistance clients expired on March 31, 2021. This Bill 
amends the regulations to extend the five-year term to 
seven years. Accordingly, a retroactive amendment to 
the regulations will be required to address the issue 
with respect to payments made since April 1, 2021. 
This includes 100 persons who have received pay-
ments totalling $700,046.56. 
 This House will recall that the mission of the 
Department of Financial Assistance is to assist the 
vulnerable Bermudians to maintain a standard of living 
during challenging economic times. This cashless 
programme is designed to provide a financial stimulus 
to individuals and households as they navigate 
through economic hardship. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, as of June 2021 the total 
number of persons on assistance was 2,306. The 
largest category pertained to pensioners, 1,037; fol-

lowed by those with disabilities, 786; then persons 
employed with insufficient earnings, 245. The smallest 
category is able-bodied unemployed persons, 238, 
although this number continues to trend upwards 
monthly as a result of the current labour market condi-
tions in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  I would also like to take this time to remind the 
House that the DFA also provides the following ser-
vices to eligible persons on financial assistance, that 
includes rent, nursing and rest home fees, food allow-
ance, health insurance, disability service, BELCO al-
lowance, personal home-care allowance, medical 
supplies and equipment, and telephone allowance.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is expected that the 
effects of the pandemic will be felt for some time into 
the foreseeable future. This could not have been pre-
dicted at the time the five-year term was introduced. 
This Government remains committed to assisting and 
supporting every Bermudian, especially those who 
face challenges in getting back to gainful and mean-
ingful employment. Therefore, we will continue to pro-
vide the necessary support, assistance, and re-
sources needed to carry Bermudians through this un-
precedented time. 
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
MP Richardson. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Richardson, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, and thank you to the Honourable Minister for 
explaining this legislation. 
 The Opposition supports supporting people—
Bermudians—through economic tough times. It goes 
without saying that recent events, the pandemic, have 
challenged a lot of people in Bermuda and having a 
social safety net is a key part of being a modern so-
ciety and modern democracy. So, it is important that 
we undertake these measures. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will keep my comments 
brief because I have a question, really for the Honour-
able Minister, as it relates to the financial assistance 
programme. And that relates to the amount of time.  

We are extending the time from five to seven 
years and, obviously, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the pan-
demic has not been around for five years. So, my 
question is, how . . . what is this telling us? What in-
formation is . . . is it telling us . . . not about the pan-
demic because that is quite understandable, but about 
the length of time, particularly, an able-bodied person 
would be unable to find employment in Bermuda? 

Undoubtedly there are some questions. And 
the Honourable Minister being a statistician, I am in-
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terested in his point of view on this one. The labour 
and employment situation in Bermuda is, obviously, 
more complex than simply supply and demand. So I 
am raising questions about skills. I am raising ques-
tions about the Workforce Development and its train-
ing programmes. Are they successful? Are they fit for 
purpose? It is not enough that we know we need to 
support people and that we do support people, but I 
am curious, what are some of the contributing factors 
and what is the Honourable Minister proposing to do 
about those on a going forward basis? 
 That is all I have for this, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
and, again, I thank the Honourable Minister for bring-
ing this to the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Richardson. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is the Honourable Michael 
Weeks. 
 Mr. Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I am delighted to be able to rise and support 
this Bill here by Minister Hayward. This is just another 
indication, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that in spite of all the 
naysayers, what we are going through with this pan-
demic and the like, and how people are trying to say 
that the Government is not doing much, we are al-
ways in tune with our people. And this here is a per-
fect example that we know what is out there, we know 
what is happening and the Minister of Labour and his 
Ministry have, through Workforce Development, been 
doing retraining. We have closed down different work 
categories to make sure that Bermudians have the 
opportunity. 

This, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is really in re-
sponse to one of the questions that the prior speaker 
asked as to what we are doing as a Government. And 
I could imagine that the relevant Minister, substantive 
Minister, will delve more into what we are doing, but it 
is obvious what we are doing with the closing of work 
categories, retraining and training for the everyday 
Bermudian. 

This extension, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is just to 
show that we know what is out there. And I personally 
do not want to politicise it because it is our people. So, 
you know, I do not want to go back and forth as to 
whether or not we should do it. Our people are strug-
gling, our people are hungry, and this Government is 
just reacting to the needs of our people. 

So, Minister, I take my hat off to you and I am 
glad that we are doing this here. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Weeks. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member Lov-
itta Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. My comments will be ever so brief. 
 I think MP Jarion [Richardson] sort of hit on 
some of where I wanted to go when he talked about 
having social safety nets in place. We, here in Bermu-
da, like other jurisdictions, are a social democracy. 
And given the major impact that COVID-19 has had 
on us, those of us who live here (and even looking 
worldwide) can appreciate the impact that it has had 
on the economic landscape. While as a Government 
we are challenged to ensure that we keep our finan-
cial status stable, at the same time, we are fully aware 
of how this pandemic has impacted our people. And 
we have seen various job categories be affected, re-
tailers closing down. We look in IB and what has hap-
pened? We have seen [the effects of] operating on an 
online platform, continuing to work, we see the impact 
that this has had on workforces in that sector as well.  
 So, the pandemic has changed the landscape 
considerably. And I think as a Government being re-
sponsive to the changes that have taken place and 
looking at the impact that it has had on our workforce, 
it is the responsible thing to do in terms of trying to 
ensure that while our people struggle to find employ-
ment, create employment . . . because we cannot 
overlook the fact that this has whet the appetite for 
entrepreneurship as well. So while some businesses 
have closed, there are some of us who have been 
able to take advantage of the situation in the sense 
that with their ingenuity have been able to establish 
some businesses. 
 And so, we do not want our people having to 
find shelter and get food in a way that is going to add 
to the negative side of trying to keep food in one’s 
mouth. We want to empower our people and provide a 
cushion, I guess if you will, that will keep them in good 
stead.  

We do not have the benefit of being able to 
look into a crystal ball and to measure whether or not 
the amendments that are being brought to the table 
today are exactly what are needed to help us go for-
ward. We do not have that crystal ball. However, we 
do have a social and moral conscience which compels 
us to do something to try and keep everything moving 
forward for the benefit of our people. 
 And so, while there may be those who may 
express concerns as to whether or not we are moving 
in the right direction, in situations such as this we 
have to err on the side that we feel is going to bring 
about the type of outcomes that we are looking for 
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down the road. And let me say this, we are a dynamic 
Government, and if next week things change that al-
low the Minister or the Government to come back and 
make further amendments, let us say, for instance, 
where things go so great we do not need to extend it 
for seven years, I have no doubt that the Minister 
would do that as well. Because we are trying to make 
sure that we keep everything on an even keel, as best 
we can, in a stable position so that we can take care 
of our people. And that is, as you well know, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker, as a labour government, that is one thing 
that is always first and foremost in our minds, the 
conditions of our people and having an environment 
that, as best we can, allows them to be able to sustain 
themselves.  
 And so, while questions may be asked in the 
broader public in terms of if this is the right thing to do, 
we, as a responsible government have to do things in 
a manner that accounts for the conditions of all of our 
people and keeps them, if you will, in proper stead 
until such time that we can do even better. 
 And so, on that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thank 
you and I thank the Minister. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Foggo. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Opposition 
Leader Cole Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I concur with what has 
been said. Yes, it is important that we provide a social 
safety net for those who are challenged economically. 
And for those who are able-bodied, I believe that we 
need to give them further support if they are unem-
ployed for five to seven years. My biggest concern is 
this: I would not want . . . and I am not saying it is 
happening, but it is my concern that a number of peo-
ple may not be looking for jobs because they are com-
fortable with the safety net. 
 And so, I would like to see some type of con-
tingency attached to the safety net so that if you are 
an [able-bodied person] who is willing to work, let us 
show that you have demonstrated that you have been 
looking for a job. Let us show that you have demon-
strated that you have tried to retool yourself to be 
more marketable in the community. Let us demon-
strate that you are trying to be more entrepreneurial. 
Because it is important that we try to empower these, I 
am going to say, young, able-bodied business [peo-
ple] to let them feel that they are a part of Bermuda’s 
success. 

Going forward I recognise that we have had 
challenges with COVID-19, and we as a country will 

have to probably live with COVID-19 going forward, 
and a consequence, if the country has to live with 
COVID-19, everybody else has to live with COVID-19. 
And so, as human capital in this country, we all must 
adjust accordingly to live with the new paradigm. And 
in regard to that adjustment, we all need to somehow 
prepare ourselves to be more marketable and be 
more useful in the economy. I mean you have heard 
the Premier talk about the “digital age” and the digital 
age in four or five years will, basically, present an 
economy that is vastly different from what we have 
today—vastly different, Mr. Deputy Speaker. So, we 
all may have to retool ourselves. 

And so, I take the view that the best social 
support network is a job. And I would encourage the 
Government to continue its work in Workforce Devel-
opment, continue its work in immigration, to ensure 
that we can help Bermudians retool themselves—not, 
with the professional side of it, in some cases, retool 
themselves in regard to personal skills, soft skills. Be-
cause you hear many, many stories in the community 
and you hear them on both sides, I have been hiring 
Bermudians and they come to work and their work 
ethic is this way. 

The latest one I heard was, I hired a Bermudi-
an—and this was a Bermudian telling me this story 
from a small business—I hired a Bermudian, Cole, 
and he [the employee] said I’m going to be late for 
work. 

The employer said, I figured he was going to 
say to me that he got in around eleven o’clock. 

Well, the employer said that employee came 
in at four o’clock in the afternoon to knock-off at five 
o’clock, and said he was going to be “late” for work. 
And those are the challenges and soft skills that we 
need to address in this country to make it [INAUDI-
BLE] effectively and that we optimise the human capi-
tal that we have in this country. 

So, as I said as I opened up, yes, I am sup-
portive of extending the social net from five to seven 
years. But along with that should be programmes to 
support the training that is due, support showing evi-
dence that this person is looking for jobs because they 
must take ownership of the challenges that they are 
facing and demonstrate that I, Cole Simons, or I, Der-
rick Burgess, cannot help myself by staying on social 
assistance for five or seven years. It becomes a de-
pendency point of view and, as a consequence, why 
should I go to work when I can stay home and receive 
social assistance or unemployment insurance? It is 
only maybe $100 difference. And I do not encourage 
that in this country because it does not serve the indi-
vidual well. And the other issue is, if they are adults 
and they have young children, it can go and become 
generational. 

So, I am supportive of this, but I would like to 
have some conditions attached to it in regard to train-
ing in professional skills, in soft skills, and also, evi-
dence that an [unemployed person] is indeed looking 
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for a job and not too comfortable living on the social 
assistance. I think, as I said, the best social support 
network is getting a job, be it starting your own busi-
ness. 

And actually, that leads me to another 
thought. I was talking to a young man and he stopped 
me in the street. I did not know him from Adam. He 
was doing some landscaping work. And he said Mr. 
Simons, you don’t know me, but you see me, I’m do-
ing some landscaping. I have had my issues with the 
law and I have been up into the West End for a stay 
and no one could tell me anything. But I have learned 
and I am trying to be a different person. I would really 
like to make a better person of myself, and to do that I 
am considering opening a landscaping company be-
cause I would feel fulfilled if I had my own landscaping 
company.  

So, I directed him to Workforce Development 
and I directed him to some other people that may be 
able to help him in that space. And he is an example 
of, if you do not provide the support, if you do not 
show that you are taking the initiative yourself, nobody 
will help you. And so, my point is, let us support those 
people who also want to help themselves. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Simons. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister Hayward. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: I would like have a few 
words, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: It is Susan Jackson. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ms. Jackson, you have the 
floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you and good after-
noon. 
 I just wanted to sort of preface my words, one, 
by saying that yes, absolutely, in the times of COVID-
19 we are having to stretch and make sure that we 
are supporting those that need us the most, and that 
is important and I am grateful that the Government 
has the resources to be able to support those who are 
having a really difficult time with employment at this 
time. But the other side of it is that these . . . you 
know, the Minister had mentioned that we are looking 
at a total population of able-bodied unemployed at 
about a little over 200 clients. And I would suspect 
that less than half of them are probably close to the 
five-year threshold. So, I am not expecting that there 
would be a large number of people that are at the 
point where they would actually need this additional 

support beyond what they are already a part of within 
the sort of five-year parameter. 

And I am raising that [point] because of the 
potential emotional fallout of being unemployed for 
five years, unemployed for six years, unemployed for 
seven years. You know, I cannot imagine the wear 
that this would have on a person’s attitude and their 
ability. I mean, it is tough, especially in a place like 
Bermuda where you see so many things around you 
that I would define as luxuries and, you know, being in 
a situation where you have a finite and very well-
defined financial situation, such as being involved in 
being a client of Financial Assistance, is not easy. I 
mean, these are the bare minimums.  

So, when people might say, Oh, you know, 
you get used to and dependent on financial assis-
tance. Yes, you know, maybe. But I would imagine 
that most people would want more for themselves, 
that they would want to aspire, that they would like to 
travel and have some of the luxuries that they see 
around them on a daily basis. And so, I would suspect 
that most of the population of able-bodied unem-
ployed have aspirations and would like to get out 
there and earn [enough] so that they can enjoy some 
of the benefits of having their own money to be able to 
spend as they like. 

Which brings me to the point of, the Minister 
. . . well, before the Minister was the Minister, the Min-
ister and I worked on a working group that just looked 
at all facets of financial assistance. And it was a real 
eye-opener for me because I just was not aware of 
the intricacies of the programme. And one of the con-
versations and one of the things that was discussed 
quite a bit and was reported in the report that was ta-
bled in the House of Assembly back in 2018 was to 
see whether more able-bodied unemployed could 
connect with the Workforce Development and that 
through Workforce Development and retraining and 
working on life skills, that there was a good chance 
that we would be able to integrate those who are un-
employed back into the working world. And I would be 
curious, if not in today’s debate, at some point, just 
finding out how that really is working out from a statis-
tical perspective, the number of people, able-bodied 
unemployed, who have engaged with Workforce De-
velopment, have gone through the programme, how 
many have sought and secured some form of em-
ployment and are no longer a part of financial assis-
tance or other [programmes].  

That would be an interesting piece because I 
am not quite sure how the performance is going with 
the relationship between Financial Assistance and 
Workforce Development. And given the fact that in 
2018 there was talk about introducing programmes 
and making that connection, and I am quite confident 
that this connection was made, whether it is really 
working. And I am not saying that in a negative way, 
but everything needs to be reviewed from time to time. 
And if now is a good opportunity to review that, given 
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the fact that there are members in the financial assis-
tance programme that are able to be employed, if they 
are reaching the five-year mark and now extending 
into the seven-year mark, then maybe we might have 
to start looking at another way that Workforce Devel-
opment might be able to adjust or massage the pro-
gramme a little to make it more effective. And if that is 
not the case, if Workforce Development has a solid 
programme and it is working really well and we still 
have able-bodied unemployed who are within Finan-
cial Assistance, that we may need to look at what the 
definition of able-bodied unemployed is.  

I am saying all of that to say that it almost 
feels to me like the seven years is dragging people 
along and expecting something, and maybe that ex-
pectation is just not ever going to become a reality. 
And if that is the case, then, you know, I just do not 
feel like we should keep dragging folks along with this 
possibility that something is going to happen and 
maybe it is not.  

And certainly, the idea of, you know, the tax-
payer and them hearing in the newspaper that able-
bodied unemployed individuals that are seeking this 
financial assistance from Government are getting a 
two-year extension, which means five years . . . you 
know, the perception of a taxpayer may be, Oh, five 
years of some healthy, good-to-go human being sit-
ting with their feet up, just getting a cheque for . . . (It 
is cashless) but getting the benefits of financial assis-
tance. And I do not think that is the case, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I think there is something else that may be 
going on.  

I guess my real question and plea to the Min-
ister today is that maybe we can focus on this particu-
lar segment of Financial Assistance and really look, it 
might be a re-definition, it may be just a rejigging of 
the expectation and maybe even taking a look at how 
the support services that are provided may be restruc-
tured so that they can possibly be more successful in 
providing employment opportunities—long-term em-
ployment opportunities—for those that are able-
bodied and currently clients of Financial Assistance. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Jackson. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister Hayward, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I pause because it is 
very difficult having a conversation about recipients 
who are on financial assistance. I heard no mention of 
the socio-economic problems that lead some of these 
individuals to needing support from the Government. 
And unless we begin to address the root causes of 
why some of our people are in this condition and are 

dependent on the Government, I do not think it is ap-
propriate to even mention that we are dragging any-
body along in a system. For the most part we isolate 
our conversation to individuals, but we do not speak 
about the families that these individuals support when 
they receive financial assistance, because financial 
assistance is not an individual assessment; it is actu-
ally a household assessment. So, persons get on fi-
nancial assistance because it is determined that the 
total income within their household does not meet 
basic expenditure. 

On September 20, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I re-
leased a Statement to say that the Government was 
moving forward with financial assistance reform and 
that it had four major goals. And number one is to in-
crease sustainability of the financial assistance sys-
tem. We want to strengthen education training, em-
ployment services for people who are on financial as-
sistance, encourage individuals and families to be fi-
nancially independent, and improve the system to bet-
ter support people who are disabled. Those were the 
key strategic priorities. We have been working with 
those strategic priorities. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the House should be 
pleased to know that before the end of this session, 
the aim is to ensure that we table and amend the fi-
nancial assistance legislation to enact part one of that 
reform strategy. However, I was forced to bring a sep-
arate Bill to the House today, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
because we simply cannot wait. We are trying to sup-
ply support to individuals in a climate where we have 
a deteriorating economic situation. 

When the global health care crisis hit our 
shores and we were forced to shut down the econo-
my, over 10,000 persons, Mr. Deputy Speaker, were 
displaced from the workforce. The majority of those 
individuals received social support through the unem-
ployment benefit. Most of those people are going back 
to work now, Mr. Deputy Speaker. But a large group 
of those individuals also, Mr. Deputy Speaker, find 
themselves displaced from the workforce, not just 
temporarily but now permanently. So while we only 
see the number of just over 200 individuals who are 
on financial assistance, there are over 2,000 individu-
als who actually collected an application. Many do not 
qualify based on their household circumstances. So 
we have many persons who need and require assis-
tance that simply do not qualify after doing a house-
hold assessment because someone in the household 
may be working. 

What is happening today in terms of us con-
tinuing those individuals who have been on financial 
assistance for five years is an acknowledgement of 
two things: (1) The economy is not in a place where 
they can readily find jobs; and (2) we have not dedi-
cated the necessary resources––successive admin-
istrations have not dedicated the necessary resources 
to ensure we support those individuals. And that is 
why, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this particular administra-
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tion has said that we are going to do individual sup-
port service for each able-bodied person.  

So, I have spoken about personal employ-
ment programmes, assessing where one is having a 
vision and determining where one wants to go and 
working with that individual along that continuum. The 
old way of sending someone out to just do job 
searches is not effective. And I continue to hear a 
Member call for that today, to prove that you are look-
ing for work. If over five years and 600 applications 
later, if that person has still not found employment, it 
means that some sort of intervention is required and 
that is what we are going to provide, because you, like 
I, know that it is fine and dandy for us to find someone 
a job; whether or not that person can maintain that 
employment is another story. And so we are going to 
work on employability skills, but also social supports, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker.  

The mere fact that one does not have the abil-
ity to have somebody to watch their children prohibits 
that individual from being productive in the workplace, 
and limits the jobs that they can take on. So there may 
be jobs available in hospitality but the hours are [such] 
where the person, the individual may need support to 
watch their children, but they do not have anybody to 
assist them. And so, once you get to better under-
stand the human side of most of these recipients you 
can empathise with some of those struggles. [It’s not 
just] cases of everybody kicking back and being de-
pendent on the system and just milking it for what it is 
worth. That is not the reality, Mr. Deputy Speaker, so 
part of our plan is to do genuine financial assistance 
reform.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we want to ensure that 
work actually is beneficial so that it is not a dollar in 
and a dollar out. It makes no sense to have somebody 
work for a salary and deduct that entire salary from 
that individual, so it nets out where that person has no 
benefit from working. And so we discussed that, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, and we are going to reform that. 
Mothers should be able to retain some of their child 
support payments to provide for their children.  

We have to discuss the asset level that one 
could have and also receive social support. This is 
why the supplemental unemployment benefit is also 
important, because now we have a lot of homeowners 
who also need support. And so those persons filtering 
into the supplemental unemployment benefit based on 
our current legislation are abled-bodied individuals, or 
those persons under 65 who are homeowners, [and 
they] cannot qualify for financial assistance. We have 
to talk about the number of children who we support 
through the programme and the benefits that are sup-
ported to those children, the number of individuals 
who receive health insurance through the Department 
of Financial Assistance. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the reality is, part and 
parcel of us being a labour government, is to ensure 
we have adequate social protections in place. But not 

just social protections in place that are simply a 
measure of last resort, protections that you can fall 
back on and spring up from. So it is our responsibility 
to assist in empowering individuals so that they can 
become financially independent. Like I stated, there 
are over 100 individuals and their families who would 
time out of financial assistance if we did not make this 
amendment. So we are talking about hundreds of 
people who require government support who no long-
er would get support. But what I am doing in terms of 
placing personal employment plans in place and re-
forming financial assistance and ensuring that we em-
power people, should have been done on day one 
when that legislative change took place, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 

When the previous Government made a deci-
sion that they were going to cap individuals on finan-
cial assistance and move to a 60-month period, it 
should have been accompanied with the social sup-
port services, the employment services, the mental 
health services and any other wraparound service that 
that individual needs so that they do not time out. And 
that is what we are doing now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
ensuring that we have better placed people so that in 
two years’ time we are not talking about this same 
population of individuals continuously requiring our 
assistance. If after two years we have done nothing 
and they still require our assistance, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, we have to accept as a Government that we 
have failed them. That is what we have to accept col-
lectively. And so we will do all that we can to ensure 
that we empower individuals.  

But just to talk about the magnitude of how 
this Government has helped individuals, we talk about 
over $70 million that has been spent on unemploy-
ment benefits and supplemental unemployment bene-
fits. We now have to talk about an additional $47 mil-
lion that we give to individuals on an annual basis on 
top that $70 million. Some departments do not even 
get that amount of money in annual funding, some 
ministries. The amount of money we spent out ex-
ceeds 10 per cent of government’s revenue and ex-
penditure on an annual basis. Let’s just let that sink in. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that means that over $125 mil-
lion is spent on an annual basis between continuing 
our social support services to directly assist the fami-
lies within this country. That is no drop in the bucket. 
No one can accuse this Government of not caring. No 
one can accuse this Government of not supporting the 
families within this country.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have demonstrated 
our commitment through our actions. We have ex-
tended the supplemental unemployment benefit. We 
are now extending financial assistance. That is part of 
the ethos of this Progressive Labour Party Govern-
ment, supporting our people when they need it the 
most. And I think we have demonstrated that. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, in our caucus in the Cabinet today 
we have not hesitated to make these decisions. Sup-
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porting our people has cost us more than the airport 
deal. It just goes to show you that when we have to 
redirect funds to other areas that each and every one 
of us who sit in here, our priority has to be the people 
of Bermuda, and not the pockets of the corporate 
world, or we should not be here. And we have 
demonstrated that when you see the level of funding 
that we have given directly to our people.  

On a monthly basis, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we 
give just roughly around $2 million, to just over 1,000 
pensioners. We give over $1.25 million to just under 
800 individuals who have disabilities. We support 
roughly around 250 low-income earners. These are 
people who put in a hard days’ work and do not re-
ceive a decent wage in return. So that is why it is im-
portant that we ensure that we have and implement a 
living wage, because this will reduce the assistance 
that those 250 low-income earners actually require on 
a monthly basis, Mr. Deputy Speaker. And now we 
are supporting over 225 able-bodied individuals and 
that number is growing [every] month.  

The number of people who need financial as-
sistance is growing [each] month as well, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, and will grow because we also have an age-
ing population. Mr. Deputy Speaker, our unemploy-
ment rolls are not going anywhere anytime soon. So it 
is incumbent on us as a Government to continuously 
provide support for our people, and that is what we 
have done. 

I talked about the categories that we provide 
services for, but the largest expenditure area on a 
monthly basis is rent, Mr. Deputy Speaker. We talk 
about rent on a transactional term. But how about we 
talk about it in terms of substituting rent, where we 
provide $1.3 million in funding for housing people, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. Everybody should be entitled to that 
basic need. The majority of money that we spend as it 
pertains to financial assistance is to satisfy some-
body’s basic need for housing; somebody’s basic 
need for food; ensuring that people’s utilities are on; 
ensuing that people have access to health insurance. 
It can never be viewed as us dragging people along. 
This is keeping people afloat; because without the 
support that the Government provides, I am going to 
tell you the third sector, the charities of this Island, do 
not have the capacity to substitute the funding that 
Government is providing for families within this coun-
try. And even though you say, Well, look, Salvation 
Army does a lot with housing. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
who provides their grant funding for that housing to 
continue on an annual basis? It is this Government.  

And so, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I hope that Ber-
muda is fully cognisant and when persons need assis-
tance this Government has continuously demonstrat-
ed that we are able to provide that assistance. With 
that said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move that the Bill 
now be committed. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Bill will be sent to Committee. I call upon 
the Acting Deputy Speaker, Ms. Foggo. 
 Ms. Foggo.  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. 
 

House in Committee at 4:19 pm 
 
[Ms. Lovitta F Foggo, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT 
AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Financial Assistance Amend-
ment and Validation Act 2021. 
 I call on Minister Hayward to proceed. You 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Madam Chairman, this Bill 
amends regulation 6A of the Financial Assistance 
Regulations 2004 with retrospective effect, and vali-
dates certain payments made under that regulation. 
 Madam Chairman, I would like to move claus-
es 1 and 2.  
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Minister 
continue with clauses 1 and 2. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There being none, continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Madam Chairman, I move 
clause 1. 
 Clause 1 provides a citation for the Bill. 
 Clause 2 subsection (1) amends regulation 
6A(1) of the Financial Assistance Regulations 2004, to 
extend the maximum duration of a financial assistance 
award for an able-bodied recipient from five years to 
seven years. Subsection (2) deems the amendment to 
have come into operation on 31 March 2021 and vali-
dates awards that have been made after that date and 
before the commencement of this Act. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister.  
 The Minister has moved both clauses 1 and 2. 
 Do any other persons wish to speak on those 
clauses? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Is that Member Jackson? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Yes, it is. 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/bill/b3b4ef7533340ccd229171b1399dfb71.pdf
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Official Hansard Report 23 July 2021 1849 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

The Chairman: Okay, Member Jackson, you have the 
floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you. 
 I am just wondering if the Minister might be 
able to explain why it is being backdated to the 31st of 
March and why we have waited so long to introduce 
this at the end of July? 
 
The Chairman: Are there any others who wish to 
speak to clauses 1 and 2? 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes, Madam Chairman, MP 
Richardson. 
 
The Chairman: MP Richardson, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I have a query for the Hon-
ourable Minister. I have a question. How many awards 
. . . or what is the value of the awards that have been 
. . . the value of the funds that have been awarded 
since March 31, and how many beneficiaries did those 
awards go to? Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member have any other ques-
tions as it pertains to clauses 1 and 2?  
 There being no other Member, Minister, you 
may respond. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Madam Chairman, the Bill will 
come into operation on the 31st of March 2021 and 
that is to validate payments that have been made 
since then. The Government made a decision that we 
simply could not discontinue the payments for those 
recipients while we were in the process of drafting 
legislation and so we thought that once we drafted the 
legislation we would put a provision in place to vali-
date those payments that were actually made. 
 Madam Chairman, the records indicate that 
over . . . that 100 individuals have been paid who 
would have timed [out] of the system from the end of 
March 2021 and the total value of the grants provided 
to those individuals is roughly $700,000.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who wish to 
speak to clauses 1 and 2. 
 There being no other Members, Minister, I ask 
that you move the preamble. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Madam Chairman, I now move 
that the preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: The Minister has moved that the pre-
amble be approved.  
 Are there any objections? 
 No. The preamble is approved. 
 Continue, Minister. 

Hon. Jason Hayward: Madam Chairman, I move that 
the Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: The Minister has moved that the Bill 
be reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There being none, the Bill will be reported to 
the House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Financial Assistance Amendment 
and Validation Act 2021 was considered by a Commit-
tee of the whole House and passed without amend-
ment.] 
 
The Chairman: I call on Mr. Deputy Speaker to take 
the Chair. 
 

House resumed at 4:25 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT 
AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. 
Foggo, Acting Deputy Speaker. 
 Honourable Members, are there any objec-
tions to the Bill being approved? 
 There appear to be none. The Bill is ap-
proved. 
 Order No. 4 is being carried over. And so we 
can have the third readings now. 
 Any third readings? Just you, Minister Hay-
ward, your third reading. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  
 I move that Standing Order be suspended to 
enable me to move the Bill entitled the Financial As-
sistance Extension [sic] and Validation Act 2021 be 
now read for the third time by its title only. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any objections to 
that? 
 There appear to be none. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I could 
just correct that title, please? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, please. 
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Hon. Jason Hayward: It is actually the Financial As-
sistance Amendment and Validation Act 2021 to be 
now read for the third time by its title only. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any objections to the 
Financial Assistance Amendment and Validation Act 
2021 being approved? 
 There appear to be none; approved. 
 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT 
AND VALIDATION ACT 2021 

 
Hon. Jason Hayward: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move 
that the Bill be now read a third time by its title only 
and passed. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any objections to 
that? 
 The Bill is passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Financial Assistance Amendment 
and Validation Act 2021 was read a third time and 
passed.] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I have an indulgence [request] 
from the Premier. I ask for the House’s indulgence for 
the Premier to read this Statement. 
 Any objections to that? 
 Mr. Premier. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
STATEMENT BY 

HONOURABLE PREMIER 
 

SUPERVISED QUARANTINE—MOVING BEYOND 
THE PANDEMIC 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, very much, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am grateful for the in-
dulgence of the House and for your permission to 
make this Statement at this time.  
 Honourable Members will by now be aware of 
the judgment of the Chief Justice handed down earlier 
today. The court dismissed all claims by the appli-
cants and determined that the Government’s policy as 
set out in the Quarantine Order most recently made 

by the Honourable Minister of Health is lawful and not 
a breach of section 11 of the Bermuda Constitution.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, we often confer on 
peaceful protest the description of “democracy in ac-
tion.” That is an accurate description, but it bears re-
membering that another cornerstone of democratic 
societies is the rule of law and the ability of ordinary 
citizens to seek justice in the courts. In this case, citi-
zens of this Island expressed that democratic right in 
a fair, transparent review of the evidence and the 
court has made a determination.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, whilst the applicants 
may not have been successful it is democracy that 
has emerged the victor. The Government’s case met 
the required tests and the evidence provided in sup-
port of the actions taken to keep this country safe has 
satisfied the supreme court of Bermuda of its founda-
tion in Bermuda law and the Bermuda Constitution. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the determination of this 
matter in the courts now provides the opportunity for 
the Government to continue to revise policies that 
meet the public health situation presented in this peri-
od of the pandemic and reflect the success of our 
vaccination programme. Mr. Deputy Speaker, govern-
ance during a once-in-a-century pandemic is challeng-
ing, and policymakers must be nimble to adapt to 
changing circumstances. 

In the three months since the Government’s 
quarantine policy was first announced, Bermuda is in 
a different situation. Three months ago we were in the 
midst of a third wave which took 21 persons from us, 
and the Government was required to implement 
strong action to break chains of transmission. Three 
months ago schools, nurseries, restaurants, gyms, 
beauty salons, barber shops, movie theatres were all 
closed. Mr. Deputy Speaker, three months later, Ber-
muda is open. Our balanced polices, which have been 
confirmed by the courts as lawful, again see us being 
the envy of the world. Our airlines are full, our hotels 
are employing people, our local economy is rebound-
ing, and a vast majority of the people are following the 
laws that have been judged by our court as constitu-
tional and judged by our country’s pandemic perfor-
mance as effective. 
 Most importantly, Mr. Deputy Speaker, three 
months ago, just 37 per cent of the population were 
full immunised. Today that number stands at just un-
der 65 per cent. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Bermuda is one 
of the few countries that does not require vaccinations 
in any circumstances. Many of our fellow Overseas 
Territories have required work permit holders to be 
vaccinated. Not Bermuda! We have remained con-
sistent with the message that vaccination is a person-
al choice between the individual and their doctor.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am proud of the pro-
gress that we have made and proud of our persis-
tence in sticking to the principle of leaving vaccina-
tions up to the individual to choose. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, no one likes to limit rights and freedoms of 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/ministerials/d265775dbcf3e9bb9f09d7e1f5d5f067.pdf
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the individuals. It is the last thing that a government 
wishes to do. However, as we have seen time and 
time again, and as we are seeing now around the 
world, governments that do not take the virus serious-
ly end up worse off with more restrictions, a weaker 
economy, more suffering of people, and increased 
death. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, now that the judgment 
has been rendered, I am able to advise Honourable 
Members and the public that as we approach 65 per 
cent of the total population being fully immunised, 
there will be revisions to the approach to the policy on 
supervised quarantine. Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is my 
expectation that as soon as next week we will be posi-
tioned to announce these changes, setting out clearly 
how we can pivot on the basis of the success of our 
vaccination programme and the effectiveness 
achieved in mitigating the risk against dangerous vari-
ants entering the Bermuda population. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, these changes will address adjustments that 
can be made immediately, changes that will come into 
place when we reach 65 per cent of our population 
being immunised, and, most importantly, what the su-
pervised quarantine regime will look like when 70 per 
cent of the population are immunised or when the cur-
rent Quarantine Order expires on September 30.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am grateful for the 
feedback that the Government has received from 
Members of my parliamentary caucus, members of 
the public, and those persons who have given rea-
soned and thoughtful feedback in a respectful fashion 
that is befitting our democracy. I am confident that the 
roadmap that we will share will address some valid 
concerns that have been raised and will be appropri-
ate to ensure that as our vaccination rates rise, our 
policies are suitably adjusted.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as I close, I am bound to 
express my thanks to Queen’s Counsel, Mr. Delroy 
Duncan, and his team who lead the Government’s 
case; the Deputy Solicitor General, Ms. Shakira Dill-
Francois; the Honourable Minister of Health; the Chief 
Medical Officer; the Chief Strategy Officer, the Per-
manent Secretary of Health; Dr. Carika Weldon and 
Dr. Joanna Peden for their invaluable expert evidence 
provided to assist the court.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is an important case. 
The precedent it sets will no doubt be cited for many 
years and in many courts. Bermuda is fortunate to 
have a judicial system that can determine complex 
and sensitive cases in a timely manner. This case is 
now over. The Government’s policy has been tested 
and has withstood that challenge. Now, as a country, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, we must move forward in the 
spirit of collective unity of purpose that is required for 
our Island home to move beyond this pandemic.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier David Burt, for the Statement. 

Mr. Burt, will you move us to motion to ad-
journ? 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move that this Honour-
able House do now adjourn until Friday, Septem-
ber 10. I do know, I think, someone wants to speak on 
the motion to adjourn.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Looks like I see Mr. Tyrrell.  
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, yes. 
Can you hear me? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, I hear you very well. 
 

MISUSE OF PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE 
ON MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. Thank you for the opportunity to speak on the mo-
tion to adjourn this evening.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, with the annual Cup 
Match holidays coming up next week I had intended 
speaking to the historical relevance and significance 
of the two days, that is Emancipation Day and Mary 
Prince Day. I had even expected to thank Somerset 
Cricket Club for agreeing to come to St. George’s next 
week, bringing the Cup and hopefully leaving it. But, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am going to change my tack. 
Having witnessed what I describe as a display of poor 
and irresponsible politics during the motion to adjourn 
at our last sitting, which was, in my opinion, an at-
tempt to score points and sensationalise a project go-
ing on at the NSC [National Sports Centre].  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, before anyone from the 
Opposition rises up on me with a point of order, I de-
clare my interest in the matter. For context, I will also 
caption my comments today with the following quote: 
Honourable Member, were you taken in hook, line and 
sinker?  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me make my first 
declaration of interest. I am the most recent past 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the NSC, one 
year this month, having served three years prior to 
that. With that background, I feel I can comfortably 
state that I reasonably understand and know a little bit 
of how the NSC energy project was progressed and 
how it reached its present stage.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, last week Friday, on two 
separate occasions, and I only thought about the sec-
ond one later on, an Honourable Member from the 
Opposition delivered to the public, in my opinion, 
comments not supported by evidence on the NSC 
energy project. The first time, as I said, that he did this 
was at a press conference held under the banner of 
the OBA. The second time and what distressed me 
most was when the Honourable Member rose on the 
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floor of the House during the motion to adjourn using 
a privileged position to again spout his unsubstantiat-
ed comments.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am not referring to just 
any Honourable Member with limited experience in 
these Chambers. I am referring to a seasoned Hon-
ourable Member who at one time, although briefly, 
held the positions of leader of his party, leader of the 
then Government and Premier of Bermuda—all very 
powerful positions in Bermuda. So I am not talking 
about a rookie Honourable Member. It was an Hon-
ourable Member who fully understood the protected 
privileged position while speaking on the floor of the 
House of Assembly.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have no issue with his 
ability to present on either occasion because that is 
what freedom of speech is about. However, his un-
substantiated comments made him come across as a 
bully, which is not surprising with some of the previous 
performances that we have seen from him on the floor 
of the House. And to top it off, it came across as one 
who had not done his homework on the subject mat-
ter. Further to that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, what the 
Honourable Member also appeared to have done was 
to take on face value the words of what I would de-
scribe as a disgruntled former trustee recently re-
signed from the Board of the NSC.  
 Now, for the second time, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, I will declare my interest. It becomes a little painful 
though for me to have to do this, but I will do it. It is 
common knowledge that we as Honourable Members 
in these Chambers do get protection on that which we 
say on the floor of the House. And Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, I would imagine, and you can correct me if I am 
wrong, but privileged protection comes with us speak-
ing factually, supported by evidence. I will move on. 
 Therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is just my 
opinion that Honourable Member Cannonier having 
released not only unsubstantiated comments may 
have stepped over the line when he called out two 
names of persons associated with the NSC energy 
project, one being an Honourable Member of this 
House, who actually later on in that same motion to 
adjourn took the opportunity to respond and clarify 
those unsubstantiated comments made by the Hon-
ourable Member Cannonier.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I know I may be taking a 
while to get to what brings me some real distress by 
that Honourable Minister comments, but I needed to 
set the stage.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is my opinion that the 
former powerful Honourable Member went extremely 
low in naming a private member of this community 
who is a senior member on staff at the National Sports 
Centre. A senior Member who up to this date has 
been a responsible employee with many years of 
good service, a star in his own right who is looked up 
to by not only his colleagues at the National Sports 
Centre, his employer, the Ministry responsible for 

Sport, but also contractors, vendors and clients, all 
associated with the use of the facilities at the National 
Sports Centre. Mr. Deputy Speaker, that private indi-
vidual, as stated, is an employee at the NSC, was the 
other person called out during those unsubstantiated 
comments by the Honourable Member, an individual 
who does not enjoy the protected House privilege of 
being able to respond.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, if it has not already been 
figured out, the private individual maligned by the 
Honourable Member is my blood. My ride or die. My 
favourite son, and for those who know me, he is my 
only son, but the favourite son. And it is on his behalf 
that I speak today. Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me bring 
this to a close because as I said it is really painful for 
me to have to do this. I really could care less that the 
Honourable Member Cannonier, firstly, failed to do his 
homework. And secondly, based his unsubstantiated 
comments on documents he received that also fail to 
show the accuracy of the progression of the energy 
project at the NSC.  

What I do care about, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is 
the public humiliation caused to my favourite son, a 
young man with a family of his own and a wider family 
who loves him, whose reputation today has been 
nothing short of sterling in all matters undertaken by 
him in this country.  Mr. Deputy Speaker, just like all of 
us here in this House, reputation is what we all will be 
judged on, reputation and performance. So I state that 
this was a needless tarnish on another young man’s 
reputation.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have made my point. I 
got it off my chest. I will now leave it to the Honoura-
ble Opposition Member to reflect on his actions.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I take my seat, let 
me take this opportunity to wish yourself and all other 
Honourable Members regardless of whatever team 
they support, a good holiday break. And to all of Ber-
muda a safe and enjoyable Cup Match holiday. And 
finally, of course, all the best to St. George’s Cup 
Match team.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tyrrell.  
 Are there any further speakers?  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It sounds like Mr. Famous.  
 

MISUSE OF PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE 
ON MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
would like to start off where my honourable cousin 
[last] spoke about. His ride or die. His favourite son 
. . . that we know about. And I do not know, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker, I know that we go at each other (“each 
other” meaning as MPs), one side against the other. 
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Sometimes we go at each other, you know, in our in-
dividual caucuses. That is par for the course. Some-
one once said, This is not a Sunday school. This is a 
construction site. So, going after each other is what 
we do. Sometimes we go at each other with facts, 
sometimes we go at each other with hyperbole, and 
sometimes we just go at each other just because.  

But what we do not do is go after each other’s 
families. We do not go after each other’s wives or 
husbands or significant others. And we do not go after 
each other’s children. But what I heard last week was 
an Honourable Member—nine years in the House, so 
he should know the rules—going after a member of 
the public who happens to be the child of another 
Honourable Member, with the most salacious accusa-
tions, unfounded, unsubstantiated. In some places he 
could be sued for what he said, but he hid behind priv-
ilege.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am not going to stay 
long because my honourable cousin who has a silky 
tongue laid it out very, very well. I am not so privileged 
to have a silky tongue. So let me end this part with 
this. That person who the Honourable Member Can-
nonier went after, is my cousin. He is the first grand-
son of Charles “Boo” Brown. So, what I am telling that 
Honourable Member is that this family will not stand 
for any attacks on any members of our family any 
day—never! 
 
CUP MATCH—HISTORY OF THE FRIENDLY SOCI-

ETIES 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Let me move on, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker, to something a little bit more cheerful. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know how you love history, 
and you know how many people love history. So yes-
terday we were treated to a history lesson by an elder 
in the community, Mrs. Joy Wilson-Tucker. She taught 
us the history of the Friendly Societies and the history 
of the beginning of Cup Match.  

For those who don’t know, the Friendly Socie-
ties were formed by Black men, originally, to help put 
Black people in a better position after emancipation. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, we know that when we were 
freed the white man left us with nothing. They got 
money from England and we got zero. No schools. No 
churches. No homes. Nothing. As the Colonel would 
say, Not one dicky bird. So Friendly Societies spread 
throughout the Island were formed where people went 
and took care of each other. They took care of the 
sick. They helped people put their children through 
school. They helped people build homes. And they 
built clubs; two of the clubs, one in St. George’s and 
one in Somerset.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the original cricket 
games that took place during this time of the year 
were held between the Friendly Societies. In actuality, 
there were three different days: One in June, one in 
July and one in August, and whoever won the most 

games was the winner. Moving forward, there was a 
game between a lodge in St. George’s, Lodge 899, 
and a lodge in Somerset, Lodge 1026. And this was 
the start of what we know as Cup Match. And what 
other people do not know is that the colours that each 
team has was based off of lodge colours. Red and 
blue was for a specific lodge in Somerset. Navy blue 
and baby blue was for a specific lodge in St. 
George’s.  

Another day I will tell what these colours actu-
ally mean, but I just wanted to . . . it is important for 
people to understand the origins of Cup Match came 
out of not who could spend the most money, who 
would get the most drunk, but Black people helping 
each other when white man gave us nothing. Let me 
move on, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 

MARY PRINCE DAY/EMANCIPATION 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Last week you spoke 
about emancipation. Is that correct, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker? And you said, We are not free. Correct, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker? I have to concur with you. But be-
fore I concur with you, let me move on to something. 

Last year then Minister Foggo took the bold 
step and took away the name Sir George Somers out 
of our emancipation and gave us Mary Prince Day. So 
I want to again thank her for being bold. I want to 
thank her and her committee for putting Mary Prince 
Park in Devonshire, the parish in which Mary Prince 
was born.  

I also want to put something out here. The 
Mary Prince tours are being sold out. They are sold 
out. And they also need benches down at Mary Prince 
Park. So, if she can pull the ear of the Minister of 
Works and Engineering, or the acting Minister, and 
get some benches down at Mary Prince Park the peo-
ple of Devonshire and those visiting us will be eternal-
ly grateful. 

So let me move on to your thing, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, our thing. We are not free. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, three weeks ago, as you know, I was in BVI. 
While I was there I was observing, not just the lack of 
COVID-19 protocol that was putting the country in 
danger, but guess what, Mr. Deputy Speaker? There 
was a commission of inquiry going on. Yes! Three 
gentlemen from England who do not have any ties to 
the BVI were down there interrogating the people of 
BVI. Two of them were practicing lawyers. Coming 
down there and having a commission of inquiry and 
they hadn’t even applied to pass the BVI bar exam. 
Think about that.  

They were painting every single politician 
down there as corrupt. Oh, you gave a contract to 
Derrick. Oh, you gave a contract to John. Oh, you 
gave a contract to so-and-so. Well, on an island of 
only 30,000 people, who else are you going to give 
contracts to but the people of that island? I saw the 
similarity of what certain people in our party went 
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through. You gave a contract to so-and-so. They have 
got the same last name as that person. That’s corrup-
tion. So help me out here, Mr. Deputy Speaker. If you 
cannot give contracts to people you know who are 
qualified for the job, who should you give contracts to? 
People who are not qualified, or people you don’t 
know? Because I remember the OBA gave a contract 
for some outrageous amount of money to someone to 
build an island for $35 million. That was never called 
corruption—a no-bid contract.  

I wish MP Zane De Silva was here to clarify 
because I am quite sure he never saw a tender for 
that.  

My point, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is this: We are 
not free. We often equate ourselves as Bermudians 
as we are different from the islands. Well, guess what. 
In 2010, the British went down [to Turks and Caicos] 
and painted every politician as corrupt and dissolved 
part of their Constitution and imposed direct rule. In 
2021, [just] 10 years later, they are now in the British 
Virgin Islands doing the same thing with a wider 
brush. Painting every politician, no matter what side of 
the fence they are on with the same brush. You are 
corrupt. You gave a contract to your cousin. Well, in a 
population of only 30,000 where 10,000 people are 
relatives, it is almost impossible not to give a contract 
to somebody you know.  

Oh, sorry, you should have called someone 
from England and gave them the contract. Then it 
would not be corruption.  

So I say to the people of Bermuda, 2010 [it 
was] Turks and Caicos, in 2021 it’s BVI. How long 
before they attempt to say, There is corruption in 
Bermuda and we need a commission of inquiry? Oh! 
My bad, they did that already!  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: When are they going to 
come back and do it again? Be careful, Bermuda. 
 

POLITICIANS: POPULISM VERSUS REALISM 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I am going to move on, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. I am going to close with this. There 
are two terms: Populism and realism. There are politi-
cians all around the world who like to say things that 
are popular to try to sound good to a certain segment, 
to try to appeal to the emotions of people, to try to 
say, Hey, all Bermudians are supposed to be working. 
But they ain’t going to say, Some Bermudians need to 
learn to do their job, because that is not popular. 

They are going to say, Hey, all Bermudians 
need to be on financial assistance. But they are upset 
when we say, Hey, people on financial assistance 
need to learn how to budget.  

They say, Hey, all Bermudians should have a 
good education. But they are upset when education 
reform takes place. They just want to be popular but 

they do not do their homework and tell the people the 
real story. Prime example: Honourable Member Mi-
chael Dunkley wanted to be popular. Hey, let’s get rid 
of the TA form. He did not do his homework and real-
ise that every country has a TA form.  

Opposition Leader Cole Simons, Hey, let’s get 
rid of quarantines. He did not do his homework and 
realise without mandatory quarantines people are go-
ing to break the rules and you will have outbreaks in 
your country. I say this— 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Oh, really? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have 
indicated that we would— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, you have to call a 
point of order. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I’m sorry. I said a point of 
order, misleading the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: My point was that we would 
prefer to have the quarantine at home. I never, ever 
said to dismiss quarantine. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I said mandatory quaran-
tine. Are you listening? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Continue, Mr. Famous. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Home quarantine does not 
work. Go to BVI and look at the morgue  and they will 
tell you that home quarantine does not work. Home 
quarantine did not work in Bermuda in March. We 
have 21 deaths to show for that. So, continue to try to 
be popular, Mr. Opposition Leader. The facts show 
that you were wrong.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I say this to the young 
Members, to the Members my age and the older 
Members. Yes, to get elected or re-elected you need 
people to vote for you so that means that they have to 
be on your side. But in between that, you have to be 
firm and stand up to the people and tell them the truth. 
Do not just look for the easy way out because, Hey, 
people are protesting. Let’s go send some of our can-
didates down there so it looks like we are supporting 
them. No! You can’t be on two sides of the fence! You 
cannot say, Yes, you want to help with the vaccina-
tion, but no we don’t agree with quarantine. You can-
not do that!  
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And I say this to all of the politicians, it is very 
easy to get up and say something in the motion to 
adjourn. It is very easy to send something to the me-
dia. But it ain’t so easy to actually be a real leader.  
 So with that Mr. Deputy Speaker, you see 
what I have on?  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I am going to go one step 
further than my cousin with the silky tongue. I know 
St. George’s is going to win the Cup Match this year 
because in the history of Cup Match there has only 
been one team that has ever said, Hey, we don’t want 
to play Cup Match! And that was not St. George’s. So, 
to my people down in St. George’s, the long-suffering 
people, our drought is over! This is our time. Thank 
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Mr. Famous. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, is that you? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier. You have the 
floor. 
 

NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE CONTRACT 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I am just trying to get my 
video on here.  
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. And good 
evening colleagues. I am actually quite interested in 
some of the comments that have already been made 
concerning the National Sports Centre and the ques-
tions that I had been asking. And I listened very intent-
ly to two speakers coming, I assume, to the defence 
of certain individuals.  

I want to be very clear, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
have not called anyone out in specifics. I have simply 
asked questions based on the facts that I do have in 
front of me. I was asked to forward those facts on. I 
have forwarded those facts on. To date, I have not 
received any answers to the nine questions that I put 
forward, nor the questions that I asked in the House of 
Assembly during the motion to adjourn. And that is 
fine if we are not going to have any answers forthcom-
ing. But it is interesting to hear one Member— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, let me pause 
for a second. The Speaker has received the infor-
mation that he requested and I would urge you to take 
this up when the Speaker returns.  

And if I could urge the rest of the speakers, if 
you can stay away from the NSC until the Speaker 
returns in the next sitting. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, but that is unfortunate because two speak-
ers have already talked about it and I need to respond 
to it based on the comments that they have already 
made concerning this particular matter. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Deputy Speaker, point 
of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What is your point of order, Mr. 
Famous? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I never spoke about that 
issue. I just said that he would never get away with 
attacking our family members. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: That is speaking of the is-
sue. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Mr. Cannonier, I know Mr. 
Tyrrell spoke, and he spoke properly. I had no prob-
lem with him defending his family member because 
his name was called. I don’t think he went out any fur-
ther than that. And I would urge you to stay clear of 
that until the Honourable Speaker gets back. I am 
sure he will analyse what has been sent and he will 
take it further, if necessary. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if an 
Honourable Member is speaking to this particular sub-
ject and says that the facts were not in order or these 
were not the facts, then I need to speak to that par-
ticular matter. There is no way in the motion to ad-
journ that a Member can get up and speak to the sub-
ject matter— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier! Stop right 
there.  
 Mr. Cannonier, I have made the decision. I am 
asking you and the rest of the Members to stay away 
from that. The Speaker has received information that 
he requested from you. He is not here. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Why would he— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier. I just learned 
that after the previous two speakers.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Quite frankly, that is not fair 
and equitable in the House of Assembly where Mem-
bers can get up and speak. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier. Mr. Cannonier! 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: It is unbelievable. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier! You heard 
what I said. Now, please do not question the Speaker. 
I am asking you to leave it alone. I will have no more 
of that. Now, if you go there, then it will be an early 
night for you.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I can’t 
believe that we are in the House of Assembly discuss-
ing a matter that two Members have spoken to wheth-
er directly or indirectly and I cannot defend the posi-
tion that we have. That can’t be right. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier. This is the last 
time I will tell you. I have told you that the Speaker 
has the requested information. He is not here today. I 
just learned that. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
asking a question. Two Members have spoken and 
you have allowed two Members to speak to a matter 
without the Opposition being able to speak to the mat-
ter.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, you started it 
last week. And— 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: [INAUDIBLE]— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —Mr. Cannonier, I am not— 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: [INAUDIBLE] I have the right 
in the motion to adjourn to speak. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, you have the 
right to speak. I made the ruling. Let’s move forward, 
please. We are not going to discuss that.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me 
ask this question then. For the comment that was 
made about that we should not be attacking anyone’s 
children. Is that fair for me to respond to? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, I am not going 
back and forward with you. I made the ruling. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: It is a wrong ruling! This 
cannot be— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier! This is the last 
time— 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: —[INAUDIBLE] Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, I will not toler-
ate this behaviour. I will ask you to move forward. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: [INAUDIBLE] fairness, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, this is it. Move 
on please. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: We will take note of that 
and, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this cannot be the right de-
cision. We will take it up with the Speaker for sure. But 
I know that we will not be back in the House until Sep-
tember—until September! And we know that because 
of this issue there are many unanswered questions. 
So it cannot be a place where I cannot ask questions 
as well. And that I cannot— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier. Mr. Cannonier. 
This is the last time I will speak to you about this, you 
know. I am asking you to move on.  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: This is my subject. No one 
else will need to move on. The motion to adjourn was 
made. Two Members have spoken and I— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Cannonier, leave the 
Chambers, please.  

Leave the Chambers.  
  
[Mr. L. Craig Cannonier left the Chamber at 5:04 pm 
(Standing Order 10(5))] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further speakers? Are 
there any further speakers on the motion to adjourn? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I happy to 
close but I do not know if other Members wish to 
speak. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I hear the Honourable Member 
Michael Dunkley. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will not speak to the 
subject that you prohibited my honourable colleague 
from speaking to. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Dunkley. 
 

NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE CONTRACT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But what I do want to 
speak to, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is the fact that Hon-
ourable Members spoke to a subject that my col-
league had referred to and took personal attacks on 
my colleague.  
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One of those Honourable Members called him 
a “bully.” Craig Cannonier has never been a bully in 
his life, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Craig Cannonier is one 
of the nicest persons you will ever meet. And that 
comment was inappropriate to make at the time. And 
two things bother me about that, Mr. Deputy Speaker: 
(1) The comment was inappropriate because anyone 
who knows the Honourable Member Craig Cannonier, 
who knows of him or his family, knows that that is the 
furthest thing from the truth. (2) I think Honourable 
Members took that approach because they wanted to 
distract from the real question at hand. You have pro-
hibited speaking to that, and I will certainly follow that 
ruling, although I believe that we should have the op-
portunity to speak to it. But I will follow that ruling and 
hopefully when we come back in September the 
Speaker will allow this matter to be progressed. But I 
am sure that it can be progressed outside of the 
House.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am sure the Speaker will let 
this matter carry on when he returns. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, I would hope so but 
it has to be answered sooner than that because ques-
tions remain and the questions remaining cannot be 
sideshowed by the fact that two individuals attacked 
the Honourable Member and he cannot defend him-
self. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What is your point of order, Mr. 
Famous? 

There is a point of order, Mr. Dunkley. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: I did not attack any Hon-
ourable Member. I simply said that Honourable Mem-
ber needs to desist from attacking anyone outside of 
these Chambers and my family. Thank you.  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
while I appreciate his intent for the point of order I 
think it was not appropriate because the fact of the 
matter is that it was a veiled threat when he said, 
Don’t attack members of my family.  
 Honourable Members in the Opposition are 
free to ask questions how they choose. The Honoura-
ble Member Cannonier and former Premier of this 
country put together a well-presented piece last week. 
It was fair, it was balanced. He asked questions. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Since that time— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Dunkley, there is a point of 
order. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House to say that it was fair and complete 
because it was discussed last week that issues that 
were raised on the floor of the House were false. I 
accept your ruling. But I think it is also important, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, which you may not know, is that the 
Opposition has asked questions on this very matter in 
the other place in the correct fashion. And that should 
be noted. And those questions will be answered on 
Wednesday when the other place meets because the 
questions were asked as per the Standing Orders if 
answers want to be received. I just wanted to let that 
be known, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Mr. Dunkley, carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I appreciate the Premier’s 
interjection in this, Mr. Deputy Speaker. There are two 
things I want to say. I stand by what my honourable 
colleague said and, secondly, we had to ask in the 
other place because we did not have the time frame to 
ask in this Honourable House or we would have.  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a point of order, Mr. 
Dunkley. 
 Honourable Premier. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is misleading the House. This issue 
was first raised more than four weeks ago by the 
Members of the Opposition and they had adequate 
time to put down questions if they so wished to do so.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Carry on, Mr. Dunkley. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Honourable Premier is 
free to decide which way his colleagues want to 
speak, but if an honourable colleague of mine wanted 
to speak on the motion to adjourn they are entitled to 
speak on the motion to adjourn. The best thing the 
Government could do would be to have an open in-
quiry into what took place, because valid questions 
have been asked about this. And that is all I will say 
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about this subject because you do not wish it to be 
discussed and I will leave it alone, respecting your 
wish.  

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But I think the Government 
needs to appreciate and understand that this matter is 
not going anywhere. The Opposition while we might 
only be six in the House and three in the other place, 
we will continue to question, we will continue to sup-
port, and we will continue to do our job to make sure 
that we represent the views of the people and the 
people get a full airing of issues. Sometime, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker, it feels like because the Government has 
got 30 Members in the House, and five in the other 
place, that they think that they can shout loud from the 
rooftop and— 

The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Dunkley, can I just respect-
fully ask you to pause?  

Mr. Dunkley, I was not here last week. I had to 
leave early to go to a funeral. I was not privy to the 
comments that were made. I have been told after 
these two speakers who spoke first that the Speaker 
requested some information and he received it. So I 
do not think it would be fair that I entertain this since I 
know nothing about it. The Speaker has asked for 
something. He has got it. And I think it would be ap-
propriate that he deal with it upon his return. So unfor-
tunately it is September, but that is what it is.  

I am not trying to stifle your debate, but if I 
am going to entertain this here I think I should be 
familiar with it, and I am not at this point. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, con-
dolences on the funeral that you attended last week. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I accept— 

[No audio] 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: [INAUDIBLE] my col-
leagues have already done that. I have moved on 
from there.  

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I have moved on from 
there. The point I am making now, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er— 

[No audio] 

The Deputy Speaker: You are not coming through, 
Mr. Dunkley. You are breaking up. Mr. Dunkley, we 
cannot hear you. You have gone mute. I think you 

have got some problems with your . . . Turn off your 
video, Mr. Dunkley. It might be better. I hear you now. 
Continue. 

[No audio] 

The Deputy Speaker: You are still . . . 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Am I [INAUDIBLE]. 

The Deputy Speaker: No. It is still not working. Turn 
your video off and see if that helps. Your camera off.  

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Is that any better? 

[Crosstalk] 

The Deputy Speaker: I am still not getting you. It is 
breaking up. No, I . . . I still can’t hear you. I see your 
mouth moving, but I can’t hear you. 

Do you have your camera off? No, you don’t 
have it off. Turn your camera off and see if that is any 
better. 

You have not turned it . . . try now, Mr. 
Dunkley. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Is that any better, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker? The camera is off. 

The Deputy Speaker: Continue. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes, I hear you now. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: All right. I will leave the 
camera off while I finish what I have to say.  

The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, one 
of the challenges of democracy . . . how much time do 
I have left? 

The Deputy Speaker: You have got . . . you have 
only used up seven minutes. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS 
HAVE A RIGHT TO SPEAK 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Okay. Thank you. 
One of the challenges of democracy, Mr. 

Deputy Speaker, is that elections have consequences. 
And out of those consequences you need to move 
forward with the Government that is elected and the 
Opposition that is duly elected as well.  

In October 2020, the PLP had a resounding 
victory. And tonight I am not interested in getting into 



Official Hansard Report 23 July 2021 1859 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

the politics around the election. I just want to make it 
very clear for colleagues who are in the House and 
those who are listening on the radio that while the 
Opposition might be small in numbers, we will never 
be afraid to stand up for the people that we serve. The 
Government does have significant numbers on the 
benches. In fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker, half of them do 
not even have to show up to the House of Assembly 
and they still can be comfortable in every piece of leg-
islation that they pass.  

The Government, the Premier and Cabinet 
Members can make poor decisions that backbenches 
do not support but in reality, they do not need the 
backbench support because the numbers are so deep 
and strong in that regard.  

The people of Bermuda should be assured 
that we as the Opposition will continue to fight on their 
behalf. We will continue to listen to what they have to 
say. And we will support the Government as has been 
done quite often through today. But we will not be 
afraid to be critical. And that is what is happening with 
this issue with the National Sports Centre. And that is 
what has happened with other issues as we have 
gone through this pandemic period.  
 And for the Government to come back and try 
to attack us . . . let us be very clear, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. We will continue to listen to the people, 
speak to the issues and not be bullied into any attacks 
from a Government that has a huge majority.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is very clear, as I said 
earlier in the debate, and I won’t reflect on that de-
bate, but it is very clear that the mood of this country 
right now is one of frustration. The mood of this coun-
try right now is one of being agitated. The mood of this 
country right now is one of lacking confidence and 
being very questionable about where we stand and 
where we are going. And while the Government wants 
to paint a picture that we are moving forward to a bet-
ter place, many people do not buy into that.  

And you hear Members of the [Government] 
talk about being popular or dealing with reality, those 
are nice conversation pieces to have. But as we all 
circulate in the community it is very clear to me by 
people who speak to me now who never really wanted 
to talk politics, now want to talk because they are very 
concerned about the future and they are very disap-
pointed in some of the things that are taking place in 
this country. And I am not going to use the motion to 
adjourn to get into specifics on these policies because 
I do not have enough time. And frankly, I have done it 
on a number of occasions and I will do it again in the 
future. 

But what I am doing is, the Government 
needs to do a better job of listening to what the people 
have said. Because like somebody told me just yes-
terday, it appears that the Government now is tone 
deaf. Now, I understand that it is very difficult because 
I had the responsibilities of the Premier of this country. 
And I understand if you try to please everybody, you 

are in deep trouble. You will not please anybody and 
you will not move the country forward. I understand 
that. But the challenges we face now call for better 
communication from the Government about these is-
sues. It does not come from cross-communication. It 
comes from better communication.  

And I realise that it has been a very stressful 
period for the past 16, 17 months as we have fought 
the pandemic, and many people have worked day and 
night, seven days a week, and have never taken a 
day off. And those people, including our elected 
Members, should be thanked for what they have to 
do. But the strong will survive and we are not out on 
the other side of this pandemic yet. And so while the 
Government might have mighty numbers from the 
election, and some people might question where their 
vote went, the Government needs to appreciate and 
realise that the small Opposition will continue to stand 
up and speak. 

And they should not dismiss us without listen-
ing to the message because we are speaking on be-
half of the people. More and more people are reach-
ing out to us. So when I hear comments like, Well, 
Opposition Members were down on the Cabinet 
grounds protesting and saying things (I am adlibbing 
now) that were discourteous . . . well, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, in the history of protest on the Cabinet lawns 
or on the Sessions House grounds, tell me when Op-
position Members have not been in those protests?  

That statement just made no sense. And it 
was trying to incite that those people did not have a 
right to be there. Of course those people have a right 
to be there. I do not care if they are not a member of 
any political party. They have a right to be there and a 
right to be heard. And so we should not try to demean 
or belittle individuals for what they are doing.  

The PLP when they were the Opposition, they 
encouraged that. They lauded that. Man, I think they 
even set up a separate campaign with the People’s 
Campaign which has disappeared now. So we need 
to understand and respect the people’s rights in a 
democratic country such as we live in, to do what they 
have to do— 

 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order. 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
and not demean what they are bringing to the table. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Dunkley, there is a point of 
order. 
 What is your point of order, Mr. Famous? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
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Mr. Christopher Famous: I only referred to the two 
OBA candidates who were down there protesting. I 
did not talk about anyone else.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Dunkley, carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 But the Honourable Member himself I think 
needs to reflect back on when the shoe might have 
been on the other foot on other occasions. 
 But we do not need to debate that. My point is 
simple. Everyone has a right to be heard and to be 
seen on these issues. And I know that people’s 
nerves are frayed because we have gone through this 
for an extended period of time now, but we need to be 
a little bit more understanding and realise that the 
pressure valves are probably at a higher level now in 
most people. And we can work through this together, 
but people need to accept the criticism and not come 
back with personal attacks but look at it in the vein of 
Well, could we do better? I think we all know that we 
can do better than what we are doing.  
 So Mr. Deputy Speaker, we do break for 
about two months. I do not think it is going to be an 
easy two months because we still have challenges 
facing us. And in spite of the optimistic forecast, the 
Government will take we still have significant chal-
lenges opening up the economy. We still have signifi-
cant challenges in the hospitality industry because of 
the lack of people wanting to work in that industry and 
that was discussed briefly during the debate today. 
We still have significant challenges because our 
transport ambassadors are not working at full throttle, 
and so we need to understand that criticism is not 
meant for game. It is meant so we can all push for-
ward. 

Politicians in the House of Assembly all got 
elected in their own right. They have that right to 
speak. Just like my honourable colleague from con-
stituency 12. He has the right to speak, and he spoke 
very well last week on that issue. And he will speak to 
it again. It is sad when another Honourable Member 
will call him a bully. That is absolutely disgraceful 
and— 
 
An Hon. Member: And I accept that.  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
who made that comment might have done it because 
he was a bit upset because his family was involved. 
But it still does not make it right, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

So I speak tonight on two clear points. I will 
support my colleague in his right to speak, and sec-
ondly that the Government is not perfect. They have 
made a number of mistakes. And we will balance our 
criticism in an appropriate way so the message gets 
heard and hopefully we can move forward together.  

 

CUP MATCH—SAFETY REMINDERS 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
take this opportunity to wish you and colleagues in the 
House of Assembly and the people of Bermuda an 
enjoyable Cup Match holiday. I am sure it will be 
much more difficult and different from previous Cup 
Matches and when we get to a week’s time, I am sure 
there will be a lot of St. George’s supporters, but this 
time in a week, we will be wondering what happened. 
And some of them might have to retract some of the 
very confident statements they have been making 
over the past couple of hours and over the past cou-
ple of days. Unfortunately, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as I 
wind down, I was in Zoom parliament in my office ear-
lier today and the girl said, Make sure before you 
come out of your office, you let us know.  

And I thought, That’s strange. They won’t let 
the boss come out of the office. Well, unfortunately, 
when I came out of the office it was a sea of blue and 
blue. And I almost had to call in sick for the rest of the 
day because I could not walk through the office when 
it looked blue and blue. But I appreciate the . . . cer-
tainly the competitive spirt of Cup Match. I think it 
shows that we as Bermudians love to have that banter 
back and forth and stand up for what we believe is 
best. But at the end of the day the game will be played 
on the field and the best team will win.  

And we as Bermudians should take a lesson 
from that. We will go into battle and we will be confi-
dent about what we stand for, but at the end of the 
day, we are still one people, Bermudians, and we 
have many challenges to face together. It does not 
matter if we are Black or white, rich or poor, Somerset 
or St. George’s. There are about 64,000 of us on this 
Island and we have a lot of work to do together and I 
look forward to better days ahead. 

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, happy Cup Match. 
To the people of Bermuda, stay safe on the roads. I 
am very concerned about our driving habits. And if 
you are going to drink, don’t drive, call one of our 
great taxi ambassadors and take a taxi. Stay safe to 
everyone and God bless you and guide you.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Dunkley, for 
your comments. I wish you a good holiday, but may 
your team not win, Mr. Dunkley. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you so much. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons— 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, a 
point of order.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I will accept what you said, 
May my team not win. I will take the draw because the 
Cup will stay west.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, you have the floor. 
 

NEED TO RAISE THE BAR 
IN THE SPEAKER’S CHAMBERS 

 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
not going to speak to the content of the National 
Sports Centre. I am going to speak about the process. 
And let’s make it clear, the process.  

First, let me start by apologising for the fact 
that you have been placed in a distinct disadvantage. 
And I am saying that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because 
as a manager, as a business executive, when I am 
not going to be in the office I hand my files over to my 
assistant— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member, Honour-
able Member— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am speaking to the pro-
cess! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member. Mr. Si-
mons, Honourable Member, with all due respect to 
you and the Speaker, I prefer you not to go down that 
road. I know where you are going. Leave that alone. 
You saw— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: It sounds like you think you 
know where I am going, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Oh, yes, because you are say-
ing that the files should have been passed on to me. 
That is what you are saying. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, no, no, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I am not saying that. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, what are you saying? 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: If you allow me to contin-
ue. . . 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Be careful. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: No, I am fine. I will be care-
ful. 

 What I am saying is this. The file may not 
have [been] provided to you, but you could be briefed. 
But my bigger point is this: When we were debating 
this issue last week, the Speaker asked that we send 
him the information. So, we sent some of the infor-
mation on Friday. And then we sent the completed 
package on Monday. And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, today 
is Friday. I have not heard from the Speaker. And 
these are facts. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, let me say this 
here. I am one of those folks that does not like to dis-
cuss people when they are not present.— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am just stating facts. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [INAUDIBLE]— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I am not casting aspersions 
on him. I am just giving you the facts. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: I prefer you to leave that alone. 
The Speaker will be back. You can see him before he 
comes back in Parliament and voice your displeasure, 
but I am not going to allow anyone to be talking about 
the Speaker in his absence.  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay, well— 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: —I will not involve the 
Speaker. I will speak about his Chamber and not him.  

And as far as I am concerned, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, if this Chamber had not had the opportunity 
to review the files then all I am asking is to give me a 
call and say, I was unable to review the file at this 
point in time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Simons, you can call the 
Speaker on Monday and I am sure he will be glad to 
talk to you. I would ask you, sir, please do not go 
there. You are a very respectful person; you are from 
a very respectful family. How do I know that?  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: I accept that and thank you 
for those comments. But at some point, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, we have to raise the bar when it comes to 
efficiency within the House of Assembly and within the 
Speaker’s Chamber. This is not the first time that the 
protocols have not been dealt with in an efficient 
manner. And all I am saying is this cannot continue if 
we want the best decisions of our Parliament and if 
we want to have respectful debates, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 So in regard to this matter, I will take your rul-
ing and say, Let’s raise the bar of efficiency within the 
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Parliament and within the Speaker’s Chambers so 
that we won’t have to go in this . . . have a repeat of 
this situation whereby nobody is aware of the decision 
of the Chamber.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, but— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: [INAUDIBLE] but I will 
move on. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Mr. Simons, let me say 
this. You and I both know that if you have any sugges-
tions for the Speaker to raise the bar, if it has to be 
raised, he will only be so glad and willing to accept 
your request. And so, the Speaker is very open. He 
talks to any and everybody. Move on, please. Thank 
you. 
 

CUP MATCH—THE SPIRIT OF BERMUDA 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: So I will move on to the 
issue of Cup Match (something lighter).  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well, I hope you are for St. 
George’s. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this 
country needs a celebration. Mr. Deputy Speaker, we 
have had a divided community, a tense community. 
And despite our differences when it comes to our Cup 
Match teams, we know this is the holiday for Bermu-
dians. We know that this is the holiday of all holidays 
for this country.  

We have the Emancipation Day and we have 
Mary Prince Day. And we salute the heroine of this 
country as we recognise and honour how far we have 
come in regard to Emancipation Day. But as I said, 
let’s bring our country together and celebrate Cup 
Match with love. We must socialise and celebrate the 
holiday together. We must rekindle our friendly spirit 
of competition. We must remember that the families of 
this country, the people of this country, are looking at 
us and saying, Let’s join hands and bring our country 
together because it serves no purpose for us to re-
main divided. And we should lead that charge in re-
gard to the atmosphere of this country.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, with that said, Cup 
Match will be used as the tool to bring the people to-
gether. We all know that we have people who support 
Somerset, unfortunately— 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: —and people like myself 
who supports St. George’s. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well, that’s good, cousin. 
 

Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: But we all know, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that when we are around that field, when we 
are walking around the Cup Match fields, whether it is 
in Somerset or St. George’s, there is a spirit of cama-
raderie. There is a spirit of oneness. And there is a 
spirit of love, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and that is what we 
need to capitalise upon and further develop across 
this community beyond Cup Match. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Because this energy that is 
prevalent up and down this country must change. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: It must change. We must 
listen more. We must be responsive. We must respect 
people’s differences. We must honour people’s differ-
ences. And at the end, despite our differences, we 
must recognise at some point that we have to do 
something collectively, despite our differences, for the 
benefit of all this country. And so all of us have to give 
something to make this work.  

And if we all give our bit for the betterment of 
this country, we can assure everyone that the division 
found in Bermuda today will dissipate. And so on that 
note, I say, Happy Cup Match to everyone. As many 
people as possible should go down to Cup Match and 
enjoy the spirit of Bermuda. Or, if you are not going to 
Cup Match, go to the beach, or go camping. Because 
the same spirit of love, oneness, can be found 
throughout the Island, and that is what makes Cup 
Match special in Bermuda. Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Cole Simons. 
Those were very good comments about St. George’s. 
Very good. 
 The House recognises the Honourable Minis-
ter Renee Ming, with those beautiful colours in back of 
her. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Good afternoon, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I am hoping you can see me. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Oh, I see you very clearly, and 
it is a beautiful light blue and dark blue background. It 
is so wonderful. 
 

CUP MATCH—CELEBRATING THE HISTORY 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: Thank you. I am hoping all my 
colleagues can actually see it because it is that time of 
the year where of course, you know, we would be 
wearing our colours, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and repre-
senting our teams.  
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I wanted to take a moment today, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, to first of all reflect on the Cup Match holi-
day. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Emancipation [Day] is 
probably one of our most important holidays. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, the reason why we celebrate Cup 
Match has never, ever been one that I would take in a 
vein that is not extremely important. And in our areas 
and our Cup Match teams, it is critically important for 
us to remember why we celebrate Cup Match. We all 
know the history of it. We all know about it. We had a 
history lesson today so I do not even need to go down 
that path. 

But my real message would be for us to re-
member why because it is no secret that we are living 
in a time when where it would appear that we are di-
vided, but Mr. Deputy Speaker, I believe that differ-
ences of opinion do not necessarily divide us. And 
that we still have many things in common with each 
other. And so, it is important for us as a country, as an 
island, as Bermudians, not to forget those commonali-
ties that we have. And even in the midst of looking for 
the things that make us common, the things that draw 
us together, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is about our fami-
lies, it is about our friends, it is about the things that 
truly make us unique as Bermudians. 

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am definitely one 
who puts in a lot of time and energy around the Cup 
Match holiday. The social media banter . . . and it is 
just that, banter, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because there 
is no seriousness of it. I wish nothing bad against my 
Somerset friends, other than that, you know, of course 
I would love to see our Cup, my Cup, St. George’s 
Cup, come home. But you know what? At the end of 
the day if that did not happen, we would just start this 
up again next year, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Again, re-
membering why we had this holiday and why we cele-
brate it and why it is critically important to us as a 
country to recognise and to celebrate our emancipa-
tion.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would just like to give a 
big shout-out to those Cup Match teams. Tomorrow it 
will be the final trial matches and all of our young, 
seasoned and experienced players will be out there 
gunning for their spot in the Cup Match Classic. It is 
unfortunate that my godson, Macai Simmons, who I 
knew was going to have a great year, will be unable to 
be out there representing us. But that is okay because 
Macai will be around to go another day. But there will 
be some new St. George’s upstarts coming out and 
they are going to get an opportunity to show what they 
are worth this year and that they can get out on that 
stage and perform.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I truly do wish our cap-
tain, Onias Bascome, all the best. These are St. 
George’s people, Mr. Deputy Speaker, so I have seen 
. . . I don’t want to call them “little boys” because now 
they are young men, but we have seen these young 
men grow up, watch them mature and, you know, we 

are proud of them. And it would be hard not to be 
proud of our young men.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I take a lot of pride in the 
fact that these young men play Cup Match, and they 
recognise that it is a match, but it is bigger than them. 
It is one of those things where I don’t know what it is 
like to play Cup Match, and I am sure I will never 
know. But I am sure that as they walk onto the field on 
Thursday and Friday it has got to be heart-warming to 
be playing at that level. So, I truly do wish each and 
every player all the best. I do believe it is our time—
#ItsOurTime. That is for St. George’s. It is our time. It 
truly is. And Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am making no pre-
diction here today. I am merely making a statement. 
But I do feel that the Cup will be remaining in the 
eastern parish— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Renee Ming: —for the next year. I also would 
like to say that Cup Match may be a little different this 
year, but the reason we celebrate remains the same. 
And I think that is important for us to remember as 
well. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to wish each 
and every one a safe and enjoyable Cup Match holi-
day. We know things now that we did not know last 
year in terms of COVID-19. And I am just going to tell 
everyone to be personally responsible as we move 
about. We know what we are dealing with as well, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. So I am not going to speak to the 
country today in a way that we don’t know, because 
we are well aware. But we also need to be able to 
start being accountable. So if we are going out and we 
know what the guidelines are, we just need to know 
things for our personal safety and for our friends and 
for our family. Let’s make sure that we have a safe 
holiday, an enjoyable holiday and get some time with 
your friends and family. I truly do wish everyone all the 
best. Unfortunately, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have to 
close on this. May St. George’s win. Thank you, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, just let 
me . . . I forgot to do this this morning. The absence of 
the Honourable Member Kim Wilson and the Honour-
able Member Colonel Burch. I should have an-
nounced this early this morning. They asked to be 
excused today. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 The Speaker recognises the Honourable 
Member Lovitta Foggo. Ms. Foggo, you have the floor. 
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[Motion to adjourn, continuing] 
 

MPs WORKING FOR CONSTITUENCIES 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is Cup Match and Cup 
Match is my favourite time of the year. Hands down. It 
is Bermuda’s most famed holiday. And indeed, the 
spirit behind Cup Match and all that it represents—
Emancipation Day, Mary Prince Day—I believe was 
an incremental step in naming those days towards 
Bermudian sovereignty. And so it is understandable 
why we as Bermudians celebrate this famed holiday. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, there was a time, and 
part of the reason for Cup Match coming about was 
the fact that persons said, hands down, I don’t care 
what is expected of me as a labourer, there will be no 
work taking place today (and I will go on and say) and 
tomorrow. And that action continued for many, many 
years until the Government recognised it as an official 
holiday. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the holiday will not pass 
without my going to the Mary Prince Park to sit there 
and reflect and to be inspired and to think about what 
Lovitta Foggo must do in her capacity as an MP to 
help my Bermudians along so that when she finishes 
writing her ticket she will be able to say that she did all 
that she was supposed to do to try and assist her sis-
ters and brothers. Because guess what? We are our 
brother’s keeper and we are the voice of those we 
represent. 

And having said that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
what I really wanted to speak to today to stand as a 
reminder is that much of the work that we do down in 
the eastern area, in particular, and there are other 
Members who are in other areas doing similar work, 
but I am going to speak about the eastern area. In 
particular, I am going to speak about constituencies 1, 
2 and 3. Because we recognise where we are and the 
state that we are in in Bermuda today, we collectively 
believe it is our duty as representatives of our people 
to, in whatever little way we can, provide assistance to 
those who find themselves currently still in need of 
assistance.  

And I say this in backdrop of the legislation, 
the amendment to the legislation that was just made. 
And having heard some comments regarding what 
people think about the Government and the like, we 
are as a party and as Government Members who do 
have differing positions and who do voice our con-
cerns and dissent and our approval, all of those 
things, amongst ourselves. But I think collectively we 
all understand and appreciate that we are here to 
serve the very people who entrusted us to take care of 
their needs and their concerns in a way that is benefi-
cial for all. 

And so we in the east still provide . . . I will call 
it a community service, every weekend with very few 

days off throughout the year, in between. Many per-
sons within our constituencies who, again, are in need 
and it helps them get over the hump. Because as the 
Minister pointed out, our job is to assist and help our 
people to move forward in a way where they can be 
productive within their societies. And I think the ser-
vice we provide and the little bit of help that it does 
give, at least allows them to be able to manage and 
move forward for another day.  

I want to say that this service that we provide 
is symbolic I think of the pledge of all of us within the 
PLP party [which we] took collectively and within our 
own spirits when we put ourselves forward. Recognis-
ing that we are in this position to assist and help our 
people when and where we can. In fact, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, we just on our lunch hour drove down to St. 
George’s Cricket Club where the Government gave a 
monetary presentation to the president of St. George’s 
Cricket Club. And while traveling down there, and I 
think the Minister from constituency 1 can attest to the 
fact that while traveling down there I took constituency 
calls. And I say that to say that we are being respon-
sive to the needs of our people. So when people 
would suggest that we do not listen, and [do not] try 
and meet the needs and concerns of our people, here 
is a situation, you are just out of the House, calls are 
being made and I am there problem-solving in trying 
to get to the bottom of the issue. So that persons who 
have been affected can be restored to their level of 
comfort.  

I would go as far as to say, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, on both sides of the fence. I think most peo-
ple who put themselves out for service . . . because 
you would know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this type of 
service requires much of us. And once we put our-
selves forward like that, let’s face it, we have a target 
on our back (for whatever reason) because many 
people see us as being able to answer all and do all 
though yet we are still just people who rely on the in-
telligence and the advice, the information through the 
government offices and what each of us have individ-
ually to share with each other, to problem solve and 
provide solutions, ideas if you will, for our people so 
that collectively everyone can realise and understand 
that we in our positions are there trying to assist and 
meet their needs. 

I just wanted to remind people that myself, 
and I can say with certainty, and my colleagues, 
though being human, we try our best to address con-
cerns and issues to the best of our ability and in a way 
to meet our constituents’ needs. And so I thought 
[there was] no better time than Cup Match to reiterate 
my pledge to the good people of St. David’s and col-
lectively to the people of Bermuda, that I am here to 
serve and I am here to work with my partners to try 
and ensure that we have a better Bermuda for tomor-
row and a better Bermuda for Bermudians. And so I 
wanted to say that today, Mr. Deputy Speaker, be-
cause I think it is important that when we go on our 
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break that people understand and know, in spite of all 
the challenges that we are all confronted with as a 
people, and it is all of us, that we are here to do the 
people’s business and we are here as best we can to 
serve them on a parochial level as well as on the na-
tional level. 

I remember the very first time I said in my 
maiden speech, I made a pledge and a promise to the 
people of Bermuda when I took to my feet that I would 
serve them with the aplomb that is required when one 
stands in this office, the office of the MP. And I will 
continue to do that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because it is 
both a privilege and an honour. 

And going back to the Cup Match, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, let me just say this. Hail to St. George’s. Hail 
to the blue and blue. And I have no doubt, like those 
of us who support the right team, that we will be victo-
rious in our hometown of St. George’s.  

So, Members, all of you, please have a won-
derful Cup Match. To the great people of Bermuda, 
we stand with you. And for those of you who are com-
ing to the east, please enjoy the great victory for the 
blue and blue team that you will experience come 
Thursday and Friday.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Foggo. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: MP Richardson. 
 

IN SUPPORT OF MP CANNONIER 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I intend to be brief. I just wanted to rise this 
evening to lend my support to my Opposition col-
league, the Honourable Craig Cannonier. There was 
an unenviable position and decision that had to be 
reached as it related to a contentious topic this even-
ing. It had to be reached based on information you 
received after someone spoke and any reasonable 
Opposition Member would obviously have to contest 
that. And with respect, I submit that I would like to 
speak for the Honourable Craig Cannonier, or support 
him. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the reason is I have not 
really spoken during motion to adjourn and the Hon-
ourable Craig Cannonier was someone who I did not 
know particularly well prior to entering this political 
environment. But he was someone who spoke to me 
and asked me questions and I often challenged him 
when I saw him in the street. I speak up for him to-
night because he got me involved. He got me to step 
forward when a lot of other people in Bermuda were 
stepping back from our problems. And that is not to 
say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that there is any one solu-

tion or any one group. But there are 36 Members in 
this Honourable House all of whom volunteered to 
step forward into the fray of problems and solving 
them for the betterment of the country and the people 
of Bermuda. And that says something, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I could have not stepped forward. 
 
[Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Jarion Richardson: I sat down with the Honour-
able Member and a few other colleagues at lunch 
when we were getting involved in . . . when they were 
asking my interest in this space. And, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker . . . my apologies, Madam Acting Speaker, I 
did not see the change. 
 I had served about I think about seven years 
in the Bermuda Police Service and I have done about 
five years in the Bermuda Regiment. I have had the 
opportunity to attend various training courses and 
came across a lot different people from different 
worlds. And in the Regiment there was an incredible 
amount of lessons learned, just about Bermuda and 
about people in general, how to work with people, 
learning about people from different communities, dif-
ferent families within the one Bermuda family. And 
then with the police, you know, when we saw the pro-
tests against police abuse and we have concerns 
about systemic racism in policing, you know, policing 
was not easy and I did see . . . I don’t think I got to 
see the best of Bermuda all the time.  

I did a lot though, to be fair. Parish consta-
bles, I was taught and raised by some great police 
sergeants including one who passed away (may he 
rest in peace) who was instrumental in raising me as a 
young constable, Sergeant Greg Grimes. He showed 
me a lot. And so did Sergeant Michelle Simons. It just 
showed me a lot. And I walked away from that whole 
experience, entered the corporate world, and with the 
exception of some charities I joined, I figured my time 
in service was over. I had done by bit for Queen and 
Country, so to speak. And I just sort of said, Well, any-
thing that happens now is just somebody else’s prob-
lem. 

And like I said, I came across the Honourable 
Member Craig Cannonier and we had a lot of conver-
sations and he started challenging me on what I am 
going to do. If I have an opinion about something that 
is wrong, what am I going to do about it? 

And so we are sitting around this lunch and I 
said, Look, let’s be honest here. There is a lot of stuff 
wrong. There is millions of dollars spent on bus 
schedules. That doesn’t seem to be going right. Edu-
cation seems to be heading in the wrong direction. 
And I do not want to belabour the point, but I said, 
There are quite a few things here that require im-
provement, modification. And I said, So, just walk me 
through this. Why do you want to be the one to fix it? 
Why would you run headlong into such a challenge? 
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And he and the colleagues turned to me and 
said that basically it was because they had children 
and they need Bermuda to be the kind of country 
where their kids have a future. I cannot imagine a bet-
ter reason to get stuck into the fight of working for the 
betterment of Bermuda. I get that we all come from 
different political dispositions. I get that we all have 
different thoughts and considerations. I get that this 
place is going to be contentious.  

But I am proof positive that there is space for 
the Honourable Craig Cannonier to raise questions, 
challenge authority and serve his country. He intro-
duced me to this world. I hope and pray that I am ef-
fective and of use to my constituents and to the coun-
try in general. And I just wish him all the best in his 
continued efforts to do the very basics of politics in the 
Opposition ranks, which is to hold power to account. 
With that, I thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Are there any other Members 
who wish to speak? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I hear two voices I believe. I am 
going to take Member Lister.  
 Member Lister, you have the floor and you 
have 20 minutes. 
 

CUP MATCH—ROAD SAFETY REMINDERS 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. I will be brief tonight. I will not be using my 
full 20 minutes. I want to thank the listening public, my 
fellow colleagues, and I want to send everyone a 
Happy Holiday coming up, but enjoy the weekend as it 
comes.  
 Madam Acting Speaker, much has been said 
tonight about Cup Match so I do not want to get into 
too much detail. But everyone who knows me knows 
where I stand. I am Somerset through and through. 
Born and raised with Somerset my whole life. So, you 
know, I am red and blue. There is no question about 
that. I just want to say to all those St. George’s fans 
out there. As much as St. George’s likes to say they 
are as far from red and blue as possible, I want them 
all to remember that they all have a little red in them. It 
is called blood. We all share red blood, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: My blood is blue. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr.: So with that, Madam Act-
ing Speaker, in my comments tonight I just want to 
speak to road safety. As we head into the weekend 
and into the upcoming Cup Match holiday, where 
people will be having fun, they will be either going to 

the game or going to different events over the holiday 
period, I just want to remind people that while you are 
out and about traveling on our roads, whether you are 
on a bike, in a car, or even if you are out and about in 
a truck, however it is you are traveling. And even if 
you are planning to go out and socialise and consume 
alcohol, please remember to plan ahead.  

If you are going out to drink, plan how you will 
get home, whether that means hiring a taxi, a minibus, 
calling a friend or family member, or prearranging 
transportation with either HomeSafe or Hitch. Re-
member the options out there so there is no reason 
why while we are celebrating and enjoying the Cup 
Match holiday to go out and irresponsibly drink and 
having to drive or ride home under the influence, 
Madam Acting Speaker. I just want everyone to enjoy 
the holiday whether you are a blue and blue or red 
and blue, enjoy the holiday.  

Hopefully the best team wins. Look for a nice 
time where we all can relax with friends and family. 
And just to . . . as we all know, these past 18 months 
have been an [abnormal] and different time and we 
are going to celebrate the Cup Match holiday so we 
can spend the time with friends, relax and let some of 
the stresses of the day-to-day life get away from us 
and take the time to rejuvenate, refresh and just to 
catch up.  

So, like I said, my comments are brief tonight, 
Madam Acting Speaker. I just want everyone to enjoy 
the holiday, be safe and remember to not drink and 
drive. Remember to slow down and to drive with care 
and caution. Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. You definitely 
saved yourself, because when you were saying some-
thing about red and blue, it certainly sounded like ex-
pletives to me, so I was getting a bit concerned. So, 
you are off the hook. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: All right. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Are there any other Members 
who wish to speak? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay, that sounds like MP 
Weeks. MP Weeks, you have the floor. 
 

MARY PRINCE EMANCIPATION PARK 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker.  

It would be remiss of me not to speak of 
Emancipation [Day] and Mary Prince Day. I have 
heard many Members talk about the significance of 
this holiday, but what I really want to do, Madam Act-
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ing Speaker, is talk about Mary Prince and Mary 
Prince [Emancipation] Park.  

We have come a long way in acknowledging 
what Mary Prince means to the history of Bermuda. I 
have said it before and I say it again, we have to now 
focus attention on Mary Prince [Emancipation] Park. 
Mary Prince [Emancipation] Park is a place that I al-
ways go with my wife to sit down and eat lunch, but 
that is not what I am talking about right now. What I 
am talking about is that it is time for us on the first an-
niversary is the attention that we must give to the 
park. It needs more than benches. It needs bath-
rooms. And I am not just talking about porta-potties. 
We need to treat this as our national park!  

So, we need to create jobs for someone, one 
or two people even, who are going to maintain this 
national park of ours that we have now put in place. It 
is more than a name. We need to make it such that it 
will be inviting to tourists, it will be inviting to our 
schoolkids and even on our Black History Tour. And I 
know Mary Prince [Emancipation] Park, and other 
Mary Prince sites. We need to make this park one of 
national significance. We need to make this park on 
par with Queen Victoria Park,  [formerly] Par-La-Ville 
Park, and it is up to us as the current Government, 
Madam Acting Speaker, to make this so! We cannot 
keep talking about somebody going down there to cut 
the grass, you know, or you go on down there and 
there are no benches.  

To me, Madam Acting Speaker, that is ridicu-
lous. It is time for us to invest some time, energy and 
money into Mary Prince [Emancipation] Park, [one of 
Bermuda’s] National Parks. [It needs] some bath-
rooms, benches, and probably a little building that has 
the history of Mary Prince; even a little statue of some 
sort to make this park meaningful to us, more than the 
second day of Cup Match. 

 
WATER SPORTS SAFETY REMINDERS 

 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: But moving on, Madam Act-
ing Speaker, before I go, as the Chairman of the Wa-
ter Safety Council, I want to kind of echo the senti-
ments of the last speaker who is the Chairman of the 
Road Safety. Much of what he said pertains to what I 
want to say as far as using the water.  

I want everyone to enjoy the water, boating 
and the like, but please, recognise that you are not on 
the water alone and there are other people on the wa-
ter and you need to respect the water much like you 
have to respect the road. So, enjoy yourselves while 
you are on the water but be mindful of the rules. Don’t 
drink and boat! You know, plan to have someone who 
is not going to be drinking to operate the crafts, be-
cause it doesn’t take long to get in some kind of acci-
dent or mishap. So, let’s enjoy ourselves, but remem-
ber to act responsibly and safely. And as I close, 
Madam Acting Speaker, I want to make it clear, as 

everyone else has made it clear who they support. I 
support Somerset Cricket Club through and through. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I feel sorry for you. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: And I heard people say may 
the best team win. I am not one of those to say such a 
thing. Somerset will take the Cup down to St. 
George’s, show it around and when they leave, they 
will take it back. Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I know you don’t want me to 
mute you, Member. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Everyone have a great Cup 
Match. Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Are there any other Members 
who wish to speak? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: That sounds like MP Swan. MP 
Swan, you wish to speak? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Madam. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. And you look so nice in 
your attire. You have the floor, MP Swan. 
 

ENJOYING BERMUDIAN ARTISTS 
 

Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you very much for 
those salutations. They are much appreciated. 

I am going to start off in the west today. I am 
going to start off in White Hill, from where my origins 
originate and wear my tourism hat, as I often do and 
often enjoy doing and say that the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority has been doing some great initiatives during 
this COVID-19 period, Madam Acting Speaker, with 
regard to reaching out and encouraging young entre-
preneurs to find their way in Bermuda tourism experi-
ences. 

And on July 25 at a location I, as well as most 
people, know, Buna Gallery and Coffee House, where 
Dr. Dana Selassie has an establishment, you will be 
able to partake in some great Bermuda artists: Ras 
Solomon, Joy Barnum and Live Wires and the Kings 
Band. 

And I am so excited, Madam Acting Speaker, 
that I cannot see that line-up being able to host all of 
the people who want to and should be there! So, I am 
hoping that this will be a once per month situation, a 
regular occurrence where the visitors throughout the 
Island can do what we do best, join in with Bermudian 
artists and enjoy Bermudian artists, and maybe some-
thing like this would even spill over to nearby White 
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Hill field and then have the after party at Buna Gallery. 
But the first one will be at Buna Gallery and Coffee 
House, and it is a great initiative that is supported by 
the Bermuda Tourism Authority on July 25. 

And there are many other initiatives to en-
courage entrepreneurs. You know, COVID-19 has 
dealt the entire globe a terrible blow, but out of adver-
sity throughout the history of mankind, people have 
risen up out of [INAUDIBLE] and there is no better 
time for persons to look at what the opportunities are 
than now. And that is just one example of a very tal-
ented Bermudian who has taken their talents and their 
academic and educational talents and married them 
up with their arts and cultural talents turning it into a 
business where persons can learn—particularly those 
of us of African descent and those who are not of Afri-
can descent who live within a country with a large 
population of persons with African descent—about our 
culture as we have learned about theirs. And I just 
want to say that this is a great celebration. 
  

UTILISING BERMUDA’S HISTORIC FORTS 
FOR TOURISM 

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I am going to move a little 
bit toward the east. I am just going to stop off at Port 
Royal and Whale Bay, where a vision that I have been 
speaking about for several years, . . . and when I was 
appointed by the Premier to be a part of the govern-
ment golf courses as chairman and on the Tourism 
Authority, I had given a mandate with regard to forts, 
but no money! But that is fine! Because you have to 
have a vision, and a vision will attract the type of fund-
ing that is necessary first and foremost. And Madam 
Acting Speaker, I am speaking particularly to Whale 
Bay Fort, Alexandra Battery, Martello Tower out there 
in Ferry Reach, Fort George up on the hill, and you 
know what? For good measure I want to mention that 
great fort up on the battery in St. David’s, as well.  

These particular locations, in addition to the 
other forts that are located in the Island, present an 
opportunity for us, Madam Acting Speaker, to be able 
to utilise some infrastructure that can take the pres-
sure off our townships and areas that are popular for 
tourists. I will use Whale Bay Battery as an example 
because it will be the spotlight of the world when the 
Bermuda Championship is held through global televi-
sion. And that particular location, if done right, and I 
have done some preliminary work in that area and I 
have spoken to it, and I have even reached out to 
UNESCO in my efforts, but that particular fort, along 
with Martello Tower and the other forts that I men-
tioned present a unique opportunity to take the pres-
sure off minibuses traversing to public areas mostly to 
look for places where people can get a vantage spot 
and use the bathrooms as well.  

And their price points might not be pitched to 
the price point of persons who come to play golf. But if 
you had a fort that housed bathrooms, that had shops, 

that had souvenir shops, that had refreshment stops, 
that had vantage points, that had telescopes that you 
could see the whales out there jumping, had proper 
parking, was done in conjunction with the neighbour-
ing business like I am responsible for there, that in 
itself presents a unique opportunity for us to have 
economies of scale to the largest order and improve 
upon both infrastructures that the one infrastructure 
that is there currently functioning at a high level for the 
Government of Bermuda and another one that can 
serve as a much-needed audience that we need to 
facilitate and attract more of them. 

So, I am looking for us with the right vision to 
find the funds and trust me, I know in my heart of 
hearts they will come and it will service those areas 
well. And when we restore those forts in those areas, 
not only do we tell the story about the military stories 
associated and the geographical reasons why those 
forts were placed in those strategic locations, you also 
tell the history of those communities. Whale Bay, for 
instance, has a huge history dating back to the Bas-
come family and the Santucci’s, offspring of the Bas-
come and the Smiths that come out of the Bascome 
and the Pitts and all the Beans and all the families of 
Whale Bay and Evans Bay and Rose Hill and the like 
and Jumpsy Paul’s Farm and before that golf course 
was even there. And that type of history and the histo-
ry that emerged out of there with the Herman “Tucci” 
Bascome, the great golfer who was also at Ocean 
View Golf Course came because of a part of the histo-
ry that the tour guides would tell and captured in those 
particular beautification efforts that take place. 

And likewise, that would happen at Martello 
Tower and Fort George Hill, because you could tell 
the story of when Herman “Tucci” Bascome came to 
St. George’s to play against the legendary Louis 
Rafeal Corbin who was one of the forebears of the 
desegregation of golf in the whole United States of 
America in the 1930s and 1940s. Because they could 
not stay in the hotel, the St. George’s Hotel where the 
golf course was located, they would stay in the fort! 
And then they would get up at the crack of dawn and 
play golf.  

So, we can incorporate . . . and you know, 
Madam Acting Speaker, I want to thank you, because 
you have been thanked already for your vision to be 
able to bring forth the Mary Prince [Emancipation] 
Park. But also during your tenure as a Minister you 
brought forth the story in real life of Louis Rafeal “Kid” 
Corbin from St. George’s who is connected with all of 
the families in St. George’s in some real way. You 
were part of making sure that this documentary exists 
today. And I want to thank you for that, because it is 
something that took place during your tenure and it is 
serving our communities very, very well, and will con-
tinue to serve us well, as Dr. Jeffrey Sammons from 
New York University continues on with that work and 
writes that book. 



Official Hansard Report 23 July 2021 1869 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Just this week I had a visit from the food and 
beverage director of the Viking cruise ship [Viking 
Ocean Cruises]. Thanks to Mr. Clement Talbot, the 
former chairman of the golf course, and the former 
Deputy Speaker, Mr. Lister. They took the time to take 
him around Bermuda and bring him to Port Royal. And 
I took him to Whale Bay Battery, and we stood up 
there and I shared with him the vision and I showed 
him that this fort has the greatest vantage point that 
exists in that community and how great functions 
could be held there.  

As a food and beverage man he said, Man, 
you can sell that vision! If only you had the money. I 
said, I am standing beside a banker right now. You 
have to have the vision that a banker could buy in 
[INAUDIBLE] to his wealth management clients. 

So, I just want to say, Madam Acting Speaker 
that we are moving forward with these types of initia-
tives. And I want to thank the Minister of Transport 
because we would not have had the Viking [repre-
sentative] there if not for a good word put in his ear 
about homeporting and also but for a Minister to follow 
through on a good word about homeporting, to the 
extent that other jurisdictions picked up on it and were 
able to move on a dime and capitalise on it. So, that 
visit by the food and beverage manager of Viking 
meant a lot to me personally and to be able to share 
that. Because that coastline could also serve as a 
great beach for persons who are coming to play golf 
and who do not want their folks down at the Horse-
shoe stepping over people there. They could also use 
the Whale Bay area as well, Madam Acting Speaker. 

You know, as I am traversing through the Is-
land, I am just going to move to Devonshire and say 
that I am appreciative and know that there was some 
discovery or revelations about Mary Prince’s connec-
tion with a building in Devonshire. And I just want to 
say that these types of revelations are very important 
and get the attention of all of us. But we would not 
have known that, unless it was the for the good work 
of people like Dr. Clarence Maxwell and others around 
the world who are sharing with us today things that we 
were not taught in school, Madam Acting Speaker. 
That is why what you were able to do for us, for Louis 
Corbin, and what you were able to do in the space of 
time with the cultural significance and historical signif-
icance of the Mary Prince [Emancipation] Park is so 
important to us today. And I thank you once again for 
that. 

 
CUP MATCH—CELEBRATING THE HISTORY 

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: As I move east, because 
on the road to Damascus this young fellow grew up in 
White Hill. But his uncle before him played cricket for 
the Rangers, Carl Anderson, the late Carl Anderson 
who died only about 18 months ago. And he came 
from White Hill, Whale Bay, born in Whale Bay and 
guess what? In 1960 and 1961, a left arm bowler that 

bowled very similarly, not too dissimilar from Clarence 
Parfitt was in [Calvin] “Bummy” Symonds’ reserve for 
“Bummy” Symonds St. George’s Cup Match team.  

I get ribbed all the time and reminded I am 
from White Hill, yes, I am, and proudly so. But I can 
tell you that many a Cup Match team were skipped 
over White Hill and went to my uncle down in Rangers 
and picked over Ranger’s boys long before they 
looked at the White Hill fellows. And we got the guys 
who retired from Cup Match and then they came down 
and played in White Hill. And like St. David’s, my 
White Hill cousins, we had a special synergy with the 
blue and yellow from St. David’s and the blue and yel-
low from White Hill we were very . . . oh boy, kindred 
spirits, to the extent that [Elliott] “Jonah” Pitcher, when 
he won County game for St. David’s in 1969 or 1970s 
era, he was recalled to St. David’s during a mutiny to 
keep him aside, but when he was playing for Somer-
set Bridge Recreation Club. 

And that leads me to my blue and blue herit-
age of today. On the road to Damascus Saul saw the 
light, and he switched. And yes, he is now St. 
George’s! And yes, he is blue and blue. And yes, he is 
proud to say that the only other team otherwise than 
Somerset Bridge Recreation Club that he played for, 
St. George’s Cricket Club were on this Cup Match in 
memory of my opening bat partner for the second 
team led by Ricky Hodsoll, Larry “Cocky " Steede. I 
am dedicating this Cup Match to my open bat partner 
on the second team, Larry Cocky Steede.  

I want every St. George’s player that suits up 
in the trial match tomorrow to play their heart out be-
cause Larry Steede did not play first team cricket. Like 
me, he only suited up for the second team. I played 
one Cup Match trial because I always carried my 
whites. If someone was a little slow getting there and I 
made sure that I got there, I got a hit because I was 
an opening bat for the second team. Of course, they 
threw the spin on and [Elden Ray] “Chick” Adams sent 
be back to the pavilion early. I could handle the fast 
pace. But they switched it up on me. They knew that 
little spin would get me out of my crease, and rightfully 
so. 

But I just want to say, Madam Acting Speaker, 
that Cup Match is about family and it is about cele-
brating our emancipation. Our forefathers, and yes, 
my forefathers from the west, the Ratteray family and 
the Swan family and the Anderson family and the Hall 
family and all the families of Somerset, the Simmons 
and the Simons and the Hunts, and all those who 
knew that they had an in to get picked before us White 
Hill fellows. Cup Match means a lot to every family 
throughout the Island. Even if you come from the cen-
tral parishes, Cup Match means something to every-
one. And the common denominator is love. 

Let’s not forget that it brings us together and 
whether or not you go to the game for varying rea-
sons, take a little time out to reflect on the journey that 
our forefathers had to make to get us where we are 
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today, notwithstanding our challenges in life. Those 
before us had far greater ones than we have today, let 
me tell you that. They had persons who could make 
laws to hold them back. We are in a position to make 
laws to lift us up. We are in a position to do things to 
lift us up. Let us continue our best efforts to do just 
that. 

And Madam Acting Speaker, I love Cup Match 
because I get it. I get it tough. Because when my 
White Hill cousins come down and do see me with my 
blue and blue, they give it to me harder than anyone 
else. But I am telling my St. George’s boys and I am a 
Stadium links St. George’s. I am a Wellington back 
roads St. George’s, North Shore St. George’s boy 
when it comes to Cup Match. There are different en-
claves in our St. George’s community that represent: 
Back o’ Town, Riverside Drive. Oh yes! Out there in 
Underwood Cricket Club and out in Ferry Reach and 
all of that makes up St. George’s.  

But I am here to tell young St. Georgians that 
get in that team, win this one for Larry “Cocky” 
Steede, may he rest in peace. Thank you, Madam 
Acting Speaker. 

The Acting Speaker: Thank you Member. 
Are there any other Members who wish to 

speak? 

Mr. Vance Campbell: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. 

The Acting Speaker: Is that MP Vance Campbell? 

Mr. Vance Campbell: That is correct. 

The Acting Speaker: MP Vance Campbell, you have 
the floor. 

CUP MATCH—THE SPIRIT OF BERMUDA 

Mr. Vance Campbell: My comments, Madam Acting 
Speaker will be brief, especially since many of the 
previous speakers have already spoken about the 
reason why we celebrate Cup Match. Whether you 
choose to celebrate it or not, lovely beaches, in our 
parks, at home or you plan on attending the game, I 
just ask that you take one moment to reflect on the 
reason why we have this major holiday. The other 
thing I would like to do is to encourage people to enjoy 
it responsibly. And the two chairmen of the Water 
Safety and Road Safety committees have spoken on 
those issues. 

But the main reason I want to speak today 
and as I said, I will be brief, is I want to congratulate 
President Neil Paynter and his team for doing an ex-
cellent job in ensuring that there will be a Cup Match 
and those of us who are attending appreciate it great-
ly. The field looks immaculate. I was down there last 
night. But once those bleachers are decorated with 
the various colours, blue and blue, and those other 

ones, it will look like a sight only to be found here in 
Bermuda. So, I just wanted to give a shout-out to 
President Neil Paynter and his crew for getting Cup 
Match on. Because they had short notice and so, I 
think a great deal of thanks should go out to them for 
ensuring that we do not miss another year of Cup 
Match.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member Campbell. 
Are there any other Members who wish to 

speak on the motion to adjourn? 
There being no other Members— 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Madam Acting Speaker. 

The Acting Speaker: Is that the Deputy Premier? 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, it is, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 

The Acting Speaker: Deputy Premier, you have the 
floor. 

CUP MATCH—HISTORY OF THE FRIENDLY
 SOCIETIES 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you for the opportunity, 
Madam Acting Speaker, to speak during this motion to 
adjourn. I must say, it is a privilege to have you pre-
side over me in this chair and you are in the Speaker’s 
Chair. It is not often that I get the opportunity to be 
presided over by such an eminent Member of the 
House, other than the Deputy Speaker and the 
Speaker. And, I must say, there are so very few times 
that you and I found ourselves on opposite sides other 
than on Cup Match. And I am glad it is only two days 
out of the year, because I am not sure I could stand 
any other more time.  

[Laughter] 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: We might not have the same 
agreement on those things. I am not sure that I could 
stand up to it, but I will tolerate the next couple of 
days. 

The Acting Speaker: So far you are starting off [IN-
AUDIBLE]. Don’t . . . don’t vary. 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, I guess I will survive for 
the next few days. I will be able to survive and recover 
after the weekend, and we will be friends again. 

[Laughter] 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: But it is great that we have 
Cup Match as an important topic as our discussion of 
many in this motion to adjourn, Madam Acting Speak-
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er, because I really think we do need to make sure 
that every year we make sure that Cup Match and 
what the origins and meaning of Cup Match [are] and 
what it really is about is the major content of infor-
mation that is put out and we innovate the wider land-
scape with that information during this time of the 
year. 

The Honourable Member who sits in constitu-
ency 11 did speak of the roles of the Friendly Socie-
ties and their crucial involvement with the start of Cup 
Match. And I think it must be remembered, and I do 
not know if the Honourable Member spoke about this. 
I did not hear everything he said, but I heard part of it, 
is that, you know, those early pioneering days when 
those two Friendly Societies from the two parts of the 
Island began the process that would eventually be-
come Cup Match, these were either the children of 
slaves or possibly the grandchildren of slaves, and 
they set about doing something to commemorate a 
very important achievement of their people. The very 
fact that they and their ancestors were able to create 
the Friendly Societies that they did, Madam Acting 
Speaker, was a sign of their effort to empower them-
selves in itself! That must be remembered, that the 
origins of Cup Match come from an effort to empower, 
an effort to realise remembrance of an important mo-
ment of emancipation in their lives and the lives of 
their ancestors, possibly just one or two generations 
removed from 1833, 1834. 

So, it may have been the grandchildren or 
possibly elderly children of those people who began 
the movement that would become Cup Match. And 
the very creation of those societies themselves of 
which we still as a legacy have with us today, alt-
hough there are so few of them left, remains a symbol 
of the efforts of Africans who are descendants of 
those who were in bondage to empower themselves 
out of that bondage. And Cup Match in itself, though it 
is a pleasurable celebration, allows us to remember, 
to relive an effort of empowerment, an effort of libera-
tion that our people strove to bring about for them-
selves in those early days. And we still continue to 
drive for empowerment, for freedom and liberation as 
a people, as African people.  
 Let Cup Match be remembered not just for the 
game, not just for the revelry and the expenditure that 
we all thrive on. Let it be remembered for the very 
symbol of empowerment and freedom that it really 
comes out of—that has got to be important—and the 
creation of other fixtures that characterise the aspira-
tions of the majority of Bermudians around this pro-
cess of finding freedom, finding liberation in our expe-
rience. The creation of the Mary Prince [Emancipa-
tion] Park which has been so lauded, Madam Acting 
Speaker, is another symbol of that and another effort 
to realise the history of Bermuda, the real history of 
Bermuda. The history that had Bermuda built econom-
ically on the enslavement of people and the story that 
Mary Prince left us that allows us to relive her experi-

ence, thus realise our own as children and descend-
ants (some of us) of people who were in bondage. 
 But also it allows those who may have not 
been the people in bondage, but those who perhaps 
were even descendants of those slave owners to real-
ise that there is a story that they themselves may not 
be acquainted with that is a part of the Bermuda story. 
And they must respect that story and appreciate the 
story in a way that understands that, yes, it is painful. 
Yes, it may be in some cases embarrassing. But it 
allows us to see the Bermuda for who she is. We 
should not see it in embarrassment; we should not 
see it in disgrace. We should see it as a part of the 
character that helped to develop the country that we 
are and the mix and dimension of the people who we 
are. And we can go forward having a better under-
standing of each other. 
 Even the experience of Cup Match as we cel-
ebrate it allows us every year to relive that possibility, 
in my view. It is not just about the revelry, about the 
game and about the expenditure. But it is about a lot 
of other things too. And I am so pleased that we now 
have a park in perpetuity, as well as Mary Prince Day 
to continue to realise that. And those days must be 
used effectively, and the fact that they exist, so we 
keep telling this story so that we know that Cup Match 
is more than about the game that we all love, but it is 
more than about that. 
 Now, Madam Acting Speaker, I will move on 
from that, and I would like to talk about a few other 
things. How much time do I have left, Madam Acting 
Speaker? 
 
The Acting Speaker: You began at 6:24. You have 
used up seven minutes of your time. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, thank you. Thank 
you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You do not have to use the 
whole 13 minutes. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT LAYING A STRONG 
FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I know that, and I do not in-
tend to. But I do not want to use my minutes unwisely 
and waste them, because I would like to also talk 
about a few other things. Just some of the things that I 
think that the last 17 months have actually embedded 
in the experience that we all have as a community, as 
a people. 
 I am pleased, Madam Acting Speaker, that 
our country is open, having had to spend much of the 
last 17 months closed or certainly a significant part of 
it, if not all of it, the majority of it closed, that we are 
able to this year have the holiday that we all love. That 
we now have the opportunity to receive visitors who 
can enjoy the holiday with us, that families can get 
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together and have those picnics, that grandparents 
and children can get together, that families can feel a 
sense of doing what we have for generations done. 
We could not do this last year, but we can do it this 
year. This is a good thing. 
 And that is because of the steps that were 
taken around public health, the measures taken to 
protect the community, to make vaccinations available 
to the community so that people can choose to be 
vaccinated, and a way to add to the number of 
measures to protect.  

Vaccines are not the only measure, Madam 
Acting Speaker, which is a form of protection against 
disease. It is just one of the measures, along with oth-
er public health measures of which have been de-
ployed including: strong border protection; internally 
effective measures to track, trace and treat, and iso-
late; wearing masks; proper human hygiene; and ef-
fective medical attention. [These] are all of the differ-
ent measures, all measures that have been taken to 
keep the country safe so that we now have the free-
dom that we have to experience the holiday that we 
love. 
 So Bermuda is open. Bermuda is open for 
business, Bermuda is open for visitors, Bermuda is 
becoming more open for opportunities. And with that 
will come, potentially, Madam Acting Speaker, more 
jobs for people so that people will not have to depend 
on the social safety nets that we have effectively 
spent tens of millions of dollars on over the last 17 
months creating [programmes] to protect and keep 
people above water. Then hopefully more jobs will 
come out of this openness, more opportunities will 
come out of this openness. Even as we are chal-
lenged with issues of the cost of living there are still 
opportunities that we hope will get people back to 
work so that they can deal with their daily issues and 
take care of their families and themselves. 
 But over the last umpteen months, we have 
tried to work with retailers in our grocery stores and 
others to ensure that prices were reasonably stable 
for the goods that were needed. And we are working 
on doing more. The Honourable Deputy Speaker is 
working on some of that work. I know that he is com-
mitted to seeing issues such as the cost of living ad-
dressed for so many of our people, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 Job creation, as I stated, is so important. I am 
so pleased, Madam Acting Speaker, that in my own 
Ministry we have taken the issue of job creation to 
heart and a part of our agenda, which is why in the 
last few weeks I have announced programmes to train 
people in the areas to become level 1 installers of so-
lar PV as a way to create new jobs and to build the 
capacity that we as a country will need to embrace a 
renewable energy future and to begin to create those 
jobs on Island. The expertise and the technical profi-
ciency so that Bermudians can be installing, can be 
designing, can be engineering systems on Island that 

can address our renewable energy needs, whether it 
be for our home or for our commercial environment. 
 And we are looking forward to working further 
with the private sector on these initiatives, Madam 
Acting Speaker, and making sure that Bermuda sees 
innovation in the energy sector, whether it be with 
wind technology, with the more effective use of our 
ocean and certainly with the expansion of solar PV. 
 We are so happy that we were able to launch 
our Bermuda plan that will help to transform and bring 
a different approach to planning. We also are pleased 
that we were able to announce the draft North East 
Hamilton local plan, which will bring new opportunities 
for development and economic investment in North 
Hamilton, Madam Acting Speaker. I am looking for-
ward to making more announcements in the future, 
Madam Acting Speaker. 
 And even as I mention those things, I just 
want to jump back a little bit to talking about some of 
the work that the Government and the community had 
to do around the pandemic. There are a few things 
that have happened during the pandemic which I 
think, despite the enormous strain and stress and ex-
pense that dealing with the pandemic has put on our 
country, Madam Acting Speaker, opportunities have 
been created. New capacities have been designed 
and deployed. New job opportunities for many people 
have been created, and they have diversified their skill 
sets to be a part of the efforts to fight the pandemic. 
 We just recently saw the new MDL [Molecular 
Diagnostic Laboratory] established with many young 
Bermudian talented people in the area of sciences 
and biology, which I know you are very familiar with, 
Madam Acting Speaker, to create new jobs for so 
many young people, as we have seen and witnessed. 
Many of the people doing the testing and the diagnos-
tic work that this lab does, which is overseen by a 
young Bermudian scientist and the team, which in-
cludes persons like (I know, your daughter) Dr. Amne 
(née Foggo) Osseyran, has been crucial and is a part 
of that work over the past 17 months. And other young 
Bermudians in the medical field have supported the 
work of MDL. 
 But there is a huge new constituency of young 
Bermudians who have been trained in different as-
pects of lab work just because we had to create this 
lab to deal with our needs around COVID-19. And 
many of our young Bermudian doctors and physicians 
have been leading the charge in our overall effort to 
fight COVID-19, with the testing that we had to do and 
the building of the testing capacity, which has helped 
us in managing the situation. 
 But I am most proud of what we as a country 
have done with MDL because we would not have 
such a high rating globally with our response to 
COVID-19 without the work of MDL and the young 
team, and so many other people in the health sector 
in Bermuda. So I have to say that not only has MDL 
been a great example of our response to COVID-19, 
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but it also has created great new opportunities that 
now many young people can find potentially in medi-
cine and in science. And I hope that those young peo-
ple there, as perhaps at some point the response to 
COVID-19 will subside, they will go on to other jobs in 
sciences and in medicine and come back and serve 
the country. 
 Let us not forget the other job opportunities 
and interesting economic examples that have been 
created during this time with Circle in the area of 
blockchain and digital currency, and the new field that 
does deal with digital banking. We have seen the 
presence of Circle expand in Bermuda, creating new 
opportunities. I think there is one thing that I can say 
contrasts this particular Government from some of the 
past Administrations, and that is we have not only de-
sired to reinforce our existing industries; we have tried 
to build new industries in Bermuda and bring in new 
industries, new innovative industries that represent 
what we see as the future for our country around digi-
tal assets and the whole growing and emerging world 
in that sector. 
 So even as we now look to celebrate our past 
with the celebration of Cup Match and all that I have 
discussed, Madam Acting Speaker, we must deal with 
the here and now. And I do hope that some of the 
comments about perhaps making the Mary Prince 
[Emancipation] Park a little bit more special and get-
ting a lot more care and attention—I am sure that the 
Government will take those suggestions on from all of 
the Members who have made those suggestions. That 
is about the here and now and taking care of what we 
need now. We have gone through legislation today 
that deals with trying to take care of some of the peo-
ple in need. That effort, I know, for this Government 
will continue. But we do also need to embrace our 
future and lay the foundation for a positive future for 
our country, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 So as we celebrate our past, take care of the 
present, we must embrace and lay a strong founda-
tion for the future that we want Bermuda to have, 
whether it is a future where we have a robust, respon-
sive health care system; we have a renewed move 
and a revamped education system; we have a renew-
able energy future, a clean energy future; we can pro-
tect our people; and we can protect our environment, 
whether it be a marine environment, and respond to 
climate change in ways that will protect our Island. But 
we must also lay the economic foundation that will 
create the jobs for the people to come, that will lay a 
strong diversified economy that will be self-sufficient, 
and lay— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Minister, you are on your last 
minute. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. 
 And we lay a foundation for our sovereignty, 
economic sovereignty, political sovereignty, social 

sovereignty, cultural sovereignty, Madam Acting 
Speaker. Those are the things I see as opportunities 
for the Bermuda to come, and I look forward to being 
part of that journey with everybody who sees it as im-
portant for Bermuda. Thank you very much, Madam 
Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members who wish to 
speak? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: I would like to speak, 
Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Is that Madam Attorney Gen-
eral, my favourite Attorney General? 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Aww, thank you. Your 
only one right now. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. Indeed. I have one com-
plaint, Madam Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: What is that? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Next time you take to the floor, 
please come appropriately attired. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: I am appropriately at-
tired for the occasion. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Acting Speaker: Madam Attorney General, you 
have the floor. It is 6:44. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Before you start, Madam Attor-
ney General, let me just remind Members that this is 
your maiden speech, I believe. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: To the extent that I have 
been speaking in the Legislature since 2017, I do not 
consider this my maiden speech. But if you want to 
characterise it as that— 
 
The Acting Speaker: You are very adept at speaking. 
But this is your maiden speech without dealing with 
the legislation. So I would just ask Members to be 
mindful of that.  

Madam Attorney General, I look forward to 
your comments. 
 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Thank you. 
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 Madam Acting Speaker, I had no intention of 
speaking this evening, but I feel compelled to draw 
our collective attention to a few things. First and fore-
most, protocol would dictate that I express my appre-
ciation for being here in this place, express my appre-
ciation to my wonderful constituents and my Executive 
branch and my parents. I am not saying anything that 
I have not already said directly to those people. But I 
am grateful. 
 When I listened to our sessions this afternoon 
and this evening, there was one phrase that came to 
mind. And it was, Here we go again. While I know you 
have all extolled the virtues of Cup Match and the ex-
citement to come, the competition, et cetera, 
et cetera, I am in a different space right now. Because 
when the Opposition chose once again to raise the 
whole spectre of the National Sports Club . . . and 
there was one phrase that stood out to me. The 
phrase that was mentioned was, This matter is not 
going anywhere. 
 And what that phrase did for me was it took 
me back two and a half years to 2017 forward, actual-
ly almost three years, to the debacle of the Depart-
ment of Child and Family Services and the unrelenting 
attack of the Opposition, aided by the Royal Gazette 
and other community players who expressed them-
selves and represented themselves wearing the cloak 
of “community concern,” who saw no compunction in 
attacking the organ of the Government that is respon-
sible for ensuring that the underlying causes of social 
dysfunction in the country are dealt with—no com-
punction. Two and a half years. 
 And my staff . . . and I will say it was a privi-
lege to be able to serve and assist that department. 
My staff was mortified. And at one point we quantified 
the number of news reports attacking that organ. I can 
say tonight, Madam Acting Speaker, that I am proud 
that the Director of Child and Family Services and his 
staff are actually a manifestation of the same princi-
ples we are extolling tonight that are associated with 
emancipation—resilience and strength—because in 
the face of those nasty, unrelenting, unforgiving, un-
deserved attacks, they continued to serve the children 
and families in our country who most needed their 
assistance. They continued to keep their doors open 
when they had no security, when they were demoral-
ised, when they were attacked. 
 We owe them a huge and sincere expression 
of gratitude. So here we go again. And while we have 
been banned from going into the topic—and I certainly 
will not—I will say this much: If people in this country 
would take the time to spend as much energy as we 
do on the negative, we might actually have some posi-
tive outcomes to impact the destiny of our people. We 
have any number of issues that are fire-burning in this 
country right now, from vaccination, non-vaccination, 
from whether [we] can travel without restrictions, 
whether [we] can enter the country without re-
strictions. Yes. And against that backdrop, we have a 

Government that is trying to keep our country and our 
people safe. 
 The Premier has said earlier about the peo-
ple’s democratic right to protest, and we get it. That is 
true. But we often cloak our nefarious activities in all 
sorts of high-brow principles to hide our real inten-
tions. And we talk in this House, and we are polite and 
politically correct, about what our people are doing. 
But rest assured, from my vantage point there is noth-
ing democratic, there is nothing politically correct, 
there is nothing polite about protesters who choose to 
go beyond the message that we need to hear to boo-
ing our leaders, to maligning our party, to maligning 
people who do not share their views, to making 
threats on individuals’ safety, who hide behind social 
media to create a division. 
 To those who are under the misapprehension 
that that division is caused by something that this 
Government is doing, check yourselves, okay? Be-
cause I sit around this table on a Tuesday, and I have 
a Leader whose only concern during this pandemic 
was that our people could eat. There was nobody in 
this country that was going to be left behind. And now 
we are on round two. So there are any number of fires 
burning. We have the Minister of Education with a vi-
sion for education, and we have people who do not 
want to see certain schools shut down. I get it. Okay? 

We have a historical legacy that we want to 
preserve. But guess what? If you go back to your his-
tory, you will understand that the power of our story 
was the old storytelling that our people engaged in 
way back on the Continent. When you are authentic 
and when you want to be honest with yourself, ask 
yourself if we have kept those traditions. We have not! 
So we focus on the physical. We focus on what is ex-
pedient because we fail to spend the time to pass on 
our legacy.  

So we will fight for a building. And all politi-
cians fight. I have been asked to go to a town hall 
meeting. My question is, Okay. In what capacity am I 
going to those meetings? I’m all in. Am I Kathy Sim-
mons? Am I MP Kathy? Am I the Government Kathy? 
But whatever capacity, I am going in; I will attend be-
cause I love to interact with our people, yes. 
 I do not expect the messaging of that group or 
anybody in that room to be lost in attacks against the 
Minister. Okay? Do I think we need to knock down the 
school and go to Somerset Primary? No. No, I do not, 
because I am not interested in the physical. You can 
put that school anywhere. What I am interested in are 
people’s commitments to each other. And I will say 
this without apology. We know recently we have had 
the union fighting and fussing and having a view on 
the Government. Yes. I get all that. Decentralisation, 
any number of issues. I was out in my constituency 
two weeks ago delivering dinners—and thank you for 
the community partners who help us with that. And 
there was a man who had been disenfranchised from 
a union matter who had my ear. And he went on and 
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on with passion—passion, real passion! We have a lot 
of passion. 
 So I will say to all of my protesters, I will say 
to all of our advocates, Check yourselves. Because if 
you spent that much time on addressing the ills, the 
real dysfunction in this community, we would all be 
fine. Because while you are there worrying and fuss-
ing against the schools, fussing about the unions, 
fussing about the Premier, our young men continue to 
kill each other. Put that energy somewhere else!  

While you are fussing about saving a tree or 
building, we have families living in one room. Every-
body sleeps in one bed. And somebody has had a bit 
much to drink; they will roll over and physical-
ly/sexually assault a child. And where will you be? Still 
trying to figure out and strategise how to bring down 
the Government or bring down the trustees of the Na-
tional Sports Centre, or worrying about Alfred May-
bury, the Director of Child and Family Services? 
Check yourselves! 
 There comes a time when we have to have 
some honest conversations. And tonight I encourage 
people to look within and determine how you can real-
ly make a contribution, because our children are not 
hearing that story. Our children are hearing stories 
that are being told somewhere else—social media, 
porn sites. And to those who would like to perpetuate 
the myth that we do not hear, that this Government is 
not listening, I can speak from my perspective as a 
representative of this Government. 
 Because when Christine [DaCosta], who was 
the victim of what we call a luring offence during her 
time in Mount Saint Agnes, came to my office and ad-
vocated for change—done. We amended the Criminal 
Code.  

When our young Black men were disenfran-
chised in the jury selection system in criminal trials, 
guess what? We changed the laws to ensure fairness.  

When our young people could not get a pupil-
lage, we gave them pupillage. We made sure they 
were protected. We did revenge porn legislation. We 
revitalised Law Reform Commission.  

I do not need to go down the list. We chose to 
diversify the economy by introducing cannabis legisla-
tion. And to those of you who cheered when it was 
stalled in the Senate, guess what? Round two is com-
ing. Round two is coming! Because it is necessary.  
 So I say to all of you—and I am not going to 
be all night; I am not going to be all night—that there 
comes a time when we need to put the energy where 
it belongs. I think we are all missing the mark. So ku-
dos to those of you who are in the community work-
ing, but guess what? Our outreach cannot be limited 
to a plate of food. Okay? Our outreach cannot be lim-
ited to the superficial. It cannot be. To those of you 
who pretend that there is a groundswell of protest 
when you go out canvassing, I have not experienced 
that. It does not exist where I am. 
 

The Acting Speaker: Madam Attorney General, not 
to interrupt, but you have one minute. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: Oh, my gracious! 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Kathy Lynn Simmons: So to my Parliamentari-
ans, to our community members, get it right. Spend 
your energy where it needs to be spent, because we 
will continue to emulate the characteristics of our fore-
fathers—the resilience, the strength and the forbear-
ance.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Madam Attorney 
General. 
 Are there any other Members who wish to 
speak? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Is that the Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: It is, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I cannot see you. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am sorry. 
 
The Acting Speaker: The camera is trained on the 
Attorney General for some reason. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: No problem. It is probably still 
moved by her very eloquent maiden speech. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Oh, now I see. Yes. 
 Now, Premier, I have to caution you. Make 
sure you use parliamentary language even though it is 
Cup Match, and any utterances of red-and-blue might 
meet with my wrath. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I do not have to utter red-and-
blue, Madam Acting Speaker. You can see me wear-
ing it! 
 
[Laughter]  
 

CUP MATCH—ADHERE TO PUBLIC HEALTH 
GUIDELINES 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Madam Acting Speaker, I will too 
be brief because there is very little to be said after the 
Honourable Attorney General just spoke. But I am 
grateful for her service. I am grateful for the service of 
my Parliamentary and Cabinet colleagues because 
this job is not easy. But as she said, we have to up 
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our game. We know that we are in contact on the 
doorsteps around the country, and we must continue 
to make sure that we communicate. Because though 
times are tough and things will get worse before they 
get better, as is the case with the economic pandemic 
that will follow the health pandemic, we must be resili-
ent. We must be committed to actually changing, 
transforming things and not just dealing with things at 
the superficial level. So I am grateful for her contribu-
tion, and I am grateful for her message. 

The only thing I want to wish people of this 
country, Madam Acting Speaker, is a very happy and 
safe Emancipation Day, a very happy and safe Mary 
Prince Day. And it is my hope and prayer that we ad-
here to the public health guidelines and that we con-
duct ourselves in a way that ensures that we can con-
tinue to enjoy the relative success of which we have 
had recently. 

So with that, Madam Acting Speaker, I wish 
you good night, and I wish good night to all of our par-
liamentary colleagues and this country. Thank you. 

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Premier. Thank 
you. 

That ends our session this evening. I will see 
you all back bright and early in September. Have a 
great holiday, all. 

[At 7:00 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 10 September 2021.] 
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Adjournment, motions thereon 
Bermuda Day 

Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1469 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1476–1477 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1475 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1466 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1466–1467 

Bermuda's economy 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1472–1473 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1461–1464 

Bermudian Artists 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1867–1868 

Body cameras, police use of 
Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1773 

Cannonier, MP, rising in support of 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1865–1866 

COVID-19 
Conspiracy Theories 

Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1409–1410 
Economy, safely reopening by following the rules 

Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1570–1571 
Fiscal cliff, edge of 

Adams, Mr. Jache, 1411–1412 
Government diverted, but continues to balance and deliver on its promises 

Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A., 1791–1793 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1414–1415 
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Adjournment, motions thereon (continued) 
COVID-19 (continued) 

Quarantine, double standards 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1780–1781 

Vaccine 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1475–1476 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1473–1474 

Cup Match 
Friendly Societies, history of 

Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1853 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1870–1871 

History of, celebrating 
Ming, Hon. Renee, 1862–1863 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1869–1870 

Public Health Guidelines, adhering to 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1875–1876 

Road Safety Reminders 
Lister, Mr. Dennis III, 1866 

Safety reminders 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1860 

Spirit of Bermuda 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1870 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1862 

Emancipation Day/Mary Prince Day 
Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1773–1774 

Father's Day 
Adams, Mr. Jache, 1648 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1645 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1652–1653 

Foster Care Month 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1412–1413 

Golf in Bermuda, making inclusive and diverse 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1470–1472 

Historic Forts of Bermuda, utilising for tourism 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1868–1869 

Junteenth 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1651 

Maiden Speeches 
Simmons, Hon. Kathy Lynn, 1873–1875 

Mary Prince Day/Emancipation 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1853–1854 

Mary Prince Emancipation Park 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1866–1867 

Mother's Day 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1415–1416 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1413 
Ming, Hon. Renee, 1410–1411 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 1407–1408 

MPs working for constituencies 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1864–1865 
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Adjournment, motions thereon (continued) 
Murders in Bermuda, a national epidemic 

Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1573–1574 
National Heroes Day 2020/21 

Burt, Hon. E. David, 1660 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1644 

National Sports Centre Contract 
Adams, Mr. Jache, 1796 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1797 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1643–1644, 1781–1786, 1855, 1856 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1856–1858 

Opposition Members have right to speak 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1858–1860 

Parliamentary Privilege, misuse of on motion to adjourn 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1852–1853 
Tyrrell, Mr. Neville S., 1851–1852 

PLP Government 
Balancing the challenges of COVID-19 

Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A., 1791–1793 
focused and unitedly tackling the issues 

Burt, Hon. E. David, 1797–1799 
Caines, Mr. Wayne, 1793–1795 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1786–1787 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1775–1777 

Laying a strong foundation for the future 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1871–1873 

People-centered 
Hayward, Hon. Jason, 1787–1789 

Seeking to change the mind-set and transform Bermuda 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 1777–1778 

Politicians: Populism versus realism 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1854–1855 

Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021 
Adams, Mr. Jache, 1648–1651 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1645–1646 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1646–1648 
Rabain, Hon. Diallo V. S., 1653–1655 
Simmons-Wade. Mrs. Ianthia, 1648 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1651–1652 
Wade, Mr. Jason, 1641 
Wilson, Hon. Kim N., 1655–1657 

Revolve Around the World large gathering breaches 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1657–1660 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1641–1643 

Road Safety 
Lister, Mr. Dennis III, 1571–1572 

Seniors bank accounts for 
Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1772–1773 

remembering and caring for 
Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1469 
Simmons-Wade. Mrs. Ianthia, 1467–1468 
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Adjournment, motions thereon (continued) 
Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee 

Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1408 
Scott, Hon. W. Lawrence, 1404–1407 

Speaker's Chambers, need to raise the bar 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1861–1862 

Sports clubs, capital development funds for 
Wade, Mr. Jason, 1640–1641 

St. Regis Hotel opening 
Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1469–1470 

Travel Authorisation Form 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1779–1780 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1789–1790 

Uniting Bermuda, no one is safe until we are all safe 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1468–1469 

Water Sports Safety Reminders 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1867 

Youth, a crisis of confidence 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 1464–1465 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1465–1466 

Agreements 
Exchange of Land Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton Warehouse 

Company Limited 
Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A., 1637, 1638 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1637–1638 

Sale and Purchase Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Arnold's Discount 
Limited 

Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A., 1638, 1639 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1638–1639 

Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 
Bermuda Ombudsman Annual Report 2020, 1661 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1640 
Speaker's Rulings 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, procedure, 1640 
Standing Order 10(5) [Member ordered to withdraw from Chamber], 1856 

 
B 
Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Bermuda College Audited Financial Statements year ended 31 March 2020 (See Papers and 

Other Communications to the House; Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Bermuda Day (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation (See Question Period) 
Bermuda Infrastructure Fund (See Question Period) 
Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual Report 2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to 

the House) 
Bermuda National Sports Centre Contract (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Bermuda Ombudsman Annual Report 2020, 1661 
Bermuda Plan 2018 (See Papers and Other Communications to the House) 

Final (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
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Bermuda Public Accountability Board 
Annual Report 2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to the House) 
Financial Statements ending March 31, 2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to 

the House) 
Bermuda Public School System 

Chromebooks, update on delivery of (See Question Period) 
Department of Education Summer Learning Programmes (See Statements by Ministers 

and Junior Ministers) 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 (See Bills) 
In-person Learning, Safe Return to (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Summer Professional Learning Activities for Educators (See Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
Teacher Certification Bonded Loan (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Teachers, reimbursement or stipend for (See Question Period) 

Bermuda's economy (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Bermuda's Tourism, moving beyond the pandemic (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Bermudian Artists (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Bermudiana Beach Resort contractors/suppliers; progress update (See Question Period) 
Betting Fees Regulations 2021 (See Regulations) 
Bills 

Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1602 
Second Reading 

Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1706–1707 
Scott, Hon. W. Lawrence, 1706, 1707 
Tyrrell, Mr. Neville S., 1707 

Committee, 1707–1708 
Report, 1708 
Third Reading, 1710 

Betting Act 2021 
Second Reading 

Burt, Hon. E. David, 1386, 1387 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1386 

Committee, 1387–1395 
Report, 1395 
Third Reading, 1403 

Contributory Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1374 
Second Reading 

Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1457–1458 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1458 

Committee, 1459 
Report, 1459 
Third Reading, 1460 
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Bills (continued) 
Debt Collection Amendment Act 2021 

First Reading, 1602 
Second Reading 

Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1695 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1694, 1696–1697 

Committee, 1697–1698 
Report, 1698 
Third Reading, 1709 

Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1694 
Second Reading 

Burt, Hon. E. David, 1756 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1754–1756 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1753–1754 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1751–1753 
Rabain, Hon. Diallo V. S., 1747–1748 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1743–1746 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1739–1742, 1756–1760 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1748–1750 

Committee, 1760–1766 
Clause 6 amended, 1763 

Report, 1766 
Third Reading, 1771 

Economic Substance Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1503 
Second Reading 

Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1610 
Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1609, 1611 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1610 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1609–1610 

Committee, 1611–1613 
Clause 2 amended, 1611 
New Clause 2A, 1612 

Report, 1614 
Third Reading, 1639 

Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 
First Reading, 1602 
Second Reading 

Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1700–1703 
Rabain, Hon. Diallo V. S., 1698–1700, 1703–1704 
Wade, Mr. Jason, 1703 

Committee, 1705 
Report, 1706 
Third Reading, 1709 

Financial Assistance Extension and Validation Act 2021 
First Reading, 1739 
Second Reading 

Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1843–1844 
Hayward, Hon. Jason, 1842, 1846–1848 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1845–1846 
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Bills (continued) 
Financial Assistance Extension and Validation Act 2021 (continued) 

Second Reading (continued) 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1842–1843 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1844–1845 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1843 

Committee, 1848–1849 
Report, 1849 
Third Reading, 1850 

Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1374 
Second Reading 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1448 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1448–1449 
Ming, Hon. Renee, 1447 

Committee, 1449–1452 
Report, 1452 
Third Reading, 1460–1461 

Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021 
Second Reading 

Burt, Hon. E. David, 1374–1375, 1377–1378 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1376 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1376–1377 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1375–1376 

Committee, 1378–1385 
Report, 1385 
Third Reading, 1403 

Gaming Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1821 

Human Rights Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1822 

Incorporated Segregated Accounts Companies Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1738 

Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1374 
Second Reading 

Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1399 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1398–1399 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1397 
Simmons, Hon. Kathy Lynn, 1396–1397, 1399–1400 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1397–1398 

Committee, 1400–1401 
Report, 1401 
Third Reading, 1403  

Marine and Ports Services Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1822 

National Pension Scheme (Occupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1503 
Second Reading 

Adams, Mr. Jache, 1605–1606 
Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1603–1604, 1606 
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Bills (continued) 
National Pension Scheme (Occupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 (continued) 

Second Reading (continued) 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1604–1605 

Committee, 1606–1608 
Report, 1608 
Third Reading, 1639 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 
First Reading, 1503 
Second Reading 

Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1616–1618 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1618 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1621–1622 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1620–1621 
Lister, Mr. Dennis III, 1618–1619 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1615–1616 
Scott, Hon. W. Lawrence, 1623–1624 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 1619 
Tyrrell, Mr. Neville S., 1622–1623 
Wilson, Hon. Kim N., 1614–1615, 1624 

Committee, 1625–1632 
Clause 10 amended, 1629 
Clause 11 amended, 1630 

Report, 1632 
Third Reading, 1640 

Speaker's Statement, 1640 
Public Service Superannuation Temporary Amendment Act 2021 

First Reading, 1374 
Second Reading 

Adams, Mr. Jache, 1454 
Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1452–1453, 1455 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1454–1455 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1453–1454 

Committee, 1455–1457 
Report, 1457 
Third Reading, 1460 

Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021 
First Reading, 1694 
Second Reading 

Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1767–1768, 1770 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1769–1770 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1768–1769 

Committee, 1770–1771 
Report, 1771 
Third Reading, 1772 

Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021 
First Reading, 1402 
Second Reading 

Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1402 
Report, 1362 
Third Reading, 1402 
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Bills (continued) 
Willowbank Foundation Amendment Act 2021 

First Reading, 1402 
Second Reading 

Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1402 
Report, 1362 
Third Reading, 1402 

Body cameras, police use of (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
COVID-19, Government Balancing the challenges of COVID-19, 1791–1793 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1561–1563 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1445, 1737 
Exchange of Land Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton Warehouse 

Company Limited, 1480, 1637, 1638 
Government Stimulus Programme, Third update, 1358–1359 
Sale and Purchase Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Arnold's Discount 

Limited, 1480, 1638, 1639 
Sandys 360, Rescinding Approval for Purchase of, 1483 
Stimulus Programme, Fourth update, 1716–1718 
Wantley update, 1577–1578 
Water Shortage, summer, 1671–1673 

Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Bermuda Day, 1469 
Body cameras, police use of, 1773 
Emancipation Day/Mary Prince Day, 1773–1774 
Seniors 

bank accounts for, 1772–1773 
remembering and caring for, 1469 

St. Regis Hotel opening, 1469–1470 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1367, 1439–1440, 1500, 1601, 1689, 1734–

1735 
Private Bills Committee Report 

Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021, 1362 
Willowbank Foundation (Amendment) Act 2021, 1362 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1616–1618 
Burt, Hon. E. David 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Bermuda Day, 1476–1477 
COVID-19 

Government diverted, but continues to deliver on its promises, 1414–1415 
Vaccine, 1475–1476 

Cup Match Public Health Guidelines, adhering to, 1875–1876 
Mother's Day, 1415–1416 
National Heroes Day 2020/21, 1660 
National Sports Centre Contract, 1797 
PLP Government focused and unitedly tackling the issues, 1797–1799 
Revolve Around the World large gathering breaches, 1657–1660 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1558–1561 
Bermuda's Tourism, moving beyond the pandemic, 1661–1663 
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Burt, Hon. E. David (continued) 
Betting Act 2021, 1386, 1387 
Betting Fees Regulations 2021, 1395 
Businesses small and medium, update on support since global pandemic, 1712–1714 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1372–1373, 1445–1446, 1690, 1737–1738 
COVID-19 Quarantine, Supervised quarantine, moving belong the pandemic, 1850–1851 
Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021, 1756 
Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021, 1374–1375, 1377–1378 
Information Commissioner Office (ICO), Audited Financial Statements year ending 31 

March 2020, 1362 
Public Health (COVID-19) 

Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1635–1636 
Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021, 1839–1840 

SafeKey, implementation of, 1418–1420 
Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 1801 

Businesses small and medium, update on support provided since global pandemic (See 
Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 

 
C 
Caines, Mr. Wayne 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
PLP Government focused and unitedly tackling the issues, 1793–1795 

Campbell, Mr. Vance 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Cup Match Spirit of Bermuda, 1870 
Foster Care Month, 1412–1413 
Mother's Day, 1413 
PLP Government focused and unitedly tackling the issues, 1786–1787 
Uniting Bermuda, no one is safe until we are all safe, 1468–1469 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1370–1371, 1441–1442, 1499, 1693 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 1399 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021, 1833–1834 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1618 

Cannonier, MP, rising in support of (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
National Sports Centre Contract, 1643–1644, 1781–1786 
Revolve Around the World large gathering breaches, 1641–1643 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1735 
Economic Substance Amendment Act 2021, 1610 
Exchange of Land Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton Warehouse 

Company Limited, 1637–1638 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1621–1622 
Question Period 

COVID-19 Policy impact on businesses, 1587, 1588 
Government Stimulus Programme, Fourth update, 1730, 1731 
Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision, 1812, 1813 

Sale and Purchase Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Arnold's Discount 
Limited, 1638–1639 

Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 1823–1824 
Chromebooks, update on delivery of (See Question Period) 



 Bermuda House of Assembly—Official Hansard Report Index (May – July 2021)  xi 

Confirmation of Minutes 
22 March 2021, 1353 
26 March 2021, 1353 
  7 May 2021, 1417 
21 May 2021, 1479 
  4 June 2021, 1575 
18 June 2021, 1661 
  2 July 2021, 1711 
16 July 2021, 1801 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches 
Adams, Mr. Jache, 1600–1601 
Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A., 1445, 1737 
Burgess, Hon. V. Derrick, Sr., 1367, 1439–1440, 1500, 1601, 1689, 1734–1735 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1372–1373, 1445–1446, 1690, 1737–1738 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1370–1371, 1441–1442, 1499, 1693 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1735 
DeSilva, Hon. Zane J. S., 1441 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1371–1372, 1443–1444, 1499 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1444–1445, 1499, 1601, 1736, 1821 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1367, 1442, 1502, 1687, 1819–1820 
Furbert, Hon. Tinee, 1372, 1444, 1501, 1737, 1820 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 1368 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1371, 1502, 1601 
Lister, Hon. Dennis, P., Jr. (The Speaker), 1373, 1446, 1602 
Lister, Mr. Dennis III, 1498, 1574, 1599, 1688, 1820 
Ming, Hon. Renee, 1370, 1443, 1691, 1736 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1500–1501, 1734 
Rabain, Hon. Diallo V. S., 1368–1369, 1500, 1599–1600, 1688 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1601 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1367, 1442, 1600, 1736 
Simmons-Wade. Mrs. Ianthia, 1369, 1445, 1600, 1692–1693, 1733–1734 
Simmons, Hon. Kathy Lynn, 1368, 1440, 1690–1691 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 1369 
Simmons, Mr. Scott, 1597–1598 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1368, 1444, 1498–1499, 1598–1599, 1688–1689, 1735 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1370, 1440, 1598, 1689–1690, 1738, 1820–1821 
Tyrrell, Mr. Neville S., 1442–1443, 1498, 1692, 1735 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1369–1370, 1733, 1819 

Contributory Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
COVID-19 

Bermuda's Tourism, moving beyond the pandemic (See Statements by Ministers and 
Junior Ministers) 

Businesses 
policy impact on (See Question Period) 
support provided since global pandemic (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Conspiracy Theories (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Economy, safely reopening by following the rules (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Fiscal cliff, edge of (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Government diverted, but continues to deliver on its promises (See Adjournment, motions 

thereon) 
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COVID-19 (continued) 
Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) (See Papers and Other Communications to 

the House) 
(Phased Re-Opening) Regulations 2021  
(Stay at Home) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2021  
(Stay at Home) Amendment Regulations 2021  
(Stay at Home) Regulations 2021  
Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2021  
Amendment (No. 5) Regulations 2021  
Amendment (No. 6) Regulations 2021  

Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (See Papers and Other Communications 
to the House) 

Order 2021  
(No. 2) Order 2021  
(No. 3) Order 2021 (See also Adjournment, motions thereon; Orders) 
(No. 4) Order 2021 (See Orders) 

Quarantine 
(COVID-19) (No. 3) (See Papers and Other Communications to the House) 

Amendment Order 2021  
Amendment (No. 3) Order 2021  

Double standards (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Exemptions 

total applied for monthly (See Question Period) 
total issued monthly (See Question Period) 

Sites, cost to government (See Question Period) 
Supervised quarantine, moving beyond the pandemic (See Statements by Ministers 

and Junior Ministers) 
SafeKey, implementation of (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Saliva Screening Programme (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Vaccine (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 

fully vaccinated travellers testing positive for; statistics (See Question Period) 
Cup Match (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
 
D 
Daniel's Head, site update (See Question Period) 
Debt Collection Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Department of Education Summer Learning Programmes (See Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
Department of Planning Statistics, indicator of state of construction industry, update (See 

Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
DeSilva, Hon. Zane J. S. 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1549–1551 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1441 

Development and Planning Act 2021 (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L. 

Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual Report 2020, 1480 
Bermuda Public Accountability Board 

Annual Report 2020, 1480 
Financial Statements ending March 31, 2020, 1480 
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Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L. (continued) 
Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1519–1521, 

1568–1569 
Contributory Pensions Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 1457–1458 
Economic Substance Amendment Act 2021, 1609, 1611 
Government Guarantees, issuance of new, 1355, 1801 
National Pension Scheme 

(Occupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021, 1603–1604, 1606 
(Refund) (Temporary) Regulations 2021, 1479, 1608 

Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Inclusive Framework, 
1714–1715 

Public Service Superannuation Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 1452–1453, 1455 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021, 

1665–1666, 1767–1768, 1770 
Standard and Poor's Ratings Review, 1355–1356 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Bermuda Day, 1475 
Bermuda's economy, 1472–1473 
COVID-19 

Quarantine, double standards, 1780–1781 
Vaccine, 1473–1474 

Cup Match Safety reminders, 1860 
National Sports Centre Contract, 1856–1858 
Opposition Members have right to speak, 1858–1860 
Travel Authorisation Form, 1779–1780 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1544–1549 
Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021, 1754–1756 
Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021, 1448 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021, 1829–1833 
Question Period 

Bermuda Infrastructure Fund Investment Value, 1487 
Bermuda's Tourism, moving beyond the pandemic, 1684, 1685 
COVID-19 Vaccines 

fully vaccinated travellers testing positive for, 1720 
statistics, 1585 (deferred) 

Government Stimulus Programme, Fourth update, 1729 
Marine and Ports Services Ferry Retrofit Programme, 1728, 1729 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021, 

1680, 1682 
SATA Azores Airlines, 1491, 1493 
Shoreside Fish Processing Plant at Marginal Wharf progress update, 1434 
St. Regis Developers exemption approval, 1722, 1723 
Travel Authorisation Form (TAF), 1673, 1674, 1675, 1676 
Treatment of Offenders Board Report 2020, 1494, 1495, 1496 

Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 1825–1826 
 
E 
Economic Substance Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 (See Bills) 
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Electricity (Licence Threshold) Temporary Amendment Regulations 2021 (See Papers and 
Other Communications to the House) 

Emancipation Day/Mary Prince Day (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Employment (Probationary Period Exemption) Regulations 2021 (See Papers and Other 

Communications to the House) 
Exchange of Land Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton Warehouse 

Company Limited (See Papers and Other Communications to the House) 
 
F 
Famous, Mr. Christopher 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Bermuda's economy, 1461–1464 
COVID-19 

Conspiracy Theories, 1409–1410 
Economy, safely reopening by following the rules, 1570–1571 

Cup Match Friendly Societies, history of, 1853 
Mary Prince Day/Emancipation, 1853–1854 
Parliamentary Privilege, misuse of on motion to adjourn, 1852–1853 
PLP Government focused and unitedly tackling the issues, 1775–1777 
Politicians: Populism versus realism, 1854–1855 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1645–1646 

Bermuda Plan 2018, 1509–1510 
Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1556 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1444–1445, 1499, 1601, 1736, 1821 
Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021, 1753–1754 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 1398–1399 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021, 1837–1838 
Question Period 

SafeKey, implementation of, 1436 
University of the West Indies interactive virtual open house, 1593, 1594 

Father's Day (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Financial Assistance 

Extending term for able-bodied unemployment recipients (See Statements by Ministers 
and Junior Ministers) 

Extension and Validation Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Fisheries (Fish Pots) Amendment Regulations 2021 (See Papers and Other Communications 

to the House) 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
MPs working for constituencies, 1864–1865 
Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee, 1408 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1367, 1442, 1502, 1687, 1819–1820 
Financial Assistance Extension and Validation Act 2021, 1843–1844 
Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021, 1448–1449 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1620–1621 

Foster Care Month (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
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Furbert, Hon. Tinee 
Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1552–1553 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1372, 1444, 1501, 1737, 1820 
Foster Care Month, 1358 
Human Rights Commission Annual Report 2020, 1711, 1718–1719 
Ministry of Social Development and Seniors Projects, 1806–1808 

Furbert, Hon. Wayne L. 
Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1522–1525 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1368 

 
G 
Gaming 

Betting Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Betting Fee Regulations 2021 (See Regulations) 

Gaming Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Gang Violence Reduction Team update (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Golf in Bermuda, making inclusive and diverse (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Government Guarantees, issuance of new (See Papers and Other Communications to the 

House; Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Government Reform 2020 update, Meeting the Wellness Objective (See Statements by 

Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Government Stimulus Programme (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
 
H 
Hayward, Hon. Jason 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
PLP Government People-centered, 1787–1789 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1531–1534 
Employment (Probationary Period Exemption) Regulations 2021, 1711 
Financial Assistance  

Extension and Validation Act 2021, 1842, 1846–1848 
extending term for able-bodied unemployment recipients, 1719–1720 

Immigration Reform Strategic Priorities, 1669–1671 
Trade Union and Labour Relations (Transitional) Regulations 2021, 1575 
Training and Employment Initiatives Phase 2, 1578–1579 
Wage Commission Report 2021: Recommendation for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda, 

1418, 1424 
Historic Forts of Bermuda, utilising for tourism (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Human Rights  

Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Commission Annual Report 2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to the 

House; Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Hurricane Preparedness (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
 
I 
Immigration 

Immigration Reform Strategic Priorities (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 
Ministers) 

In-person Learning, Safe Return to (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Incorporated Segregated Accounts Companies Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
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Information Commissioner Office (ICO), Audited Financial Statements year ending 31 March 
2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to the House) 

 
J 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Travel Authorisation Form, 1789–1790 

Bermuda Plan 2018, 1510–1513 
Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1540–1544 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1371, 1502, 1601 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1700–1703 
Financial Assistance Extension and Validation Act 2021, 1845–1846 
Question Period 

Bermudiana Beach Resort 
contractors/suppliers, 1490 (written answer) 
progress update, 1429 

Chromebooks, update on delivery of, 1432 
COVID-19 Quarantine exemptions, total applied for monthly, 1722 

Saliva Screening Programme, 1437 
Daniel's Head, site update, 1431 
Department of Education Summer Learning Programmes, 1595 
Department of Planning Statistics, indicator of state of construction industry, 1362 
Development and Planning Act 2021, 1678 
Human Rights Commission Annual Report 2020, 1731, 1732 
In-person Learning, Safe Return to, 1365 
Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision, 1811, 1812 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021, 

1680 
Summer Professional Learning Activities for Educators, 1682, 1683 
Teacher Certification Bonded Loan, 1490, 1491 
Teachers, reimbursement or stipend for, 1433 
Travel Authorisation Form (TAF), 1677 (See also Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Unemployed Bermudians, 1586 

Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021, 1402 
Willowbank Foundation Amendment Act 2021, 1402 

Junteenth (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
 
L 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Lister, Hon. Dennis, P., Jr. (The Speaker) 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1373, 1446, 1602 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, procedure not followed, 1640 
Speaker's Rulings: Standing Order 10(5) [Member ordered to withdraw], 1856 

Lister, Mr. Dennis III 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Cup Match Road Safety Reminders, 1866 
Road Safety, 1571–1572 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1498, 1574, 1599, 1688, 1820 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1618–1619 
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M 
Marine and Ports Services Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Marine and Ports Services Ferry Retrofit Programme (See Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
Mary Prince Day/Emancipation (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Ming, Hon. Renee 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Cup Match History of, celebrating, 1862–1863 
Mother's Day, 1410–1411 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1370, 1443, 1691, 1736 
Fire Safety Amendment Act 2021, 1447 
Gang Violence Reduction Team update, 1583–1584 
Hurricane Preparedness, 1425–1426 
Parole Board Annual Report 2020, 1480, 1483–1484 
Treatment of Offenders Board Report 2020, 1480, 1484–1485 

Ministry of Social Development and Seniors Projects (See Statements by Ministers and 
Junior Ministers) 

Mother's Day (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Motions 

Bermuda Plan 2018 
Amendment, 1515 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1509–1510 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1510–1513 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1505–1508 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1447, 1504–1505, 1515–1519 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1513–1515 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note 
Adams, Mr. Jache, 1554–1555 
Amendment, 1519, 1574 
Burch, Lt. Col. Hon. David A., 1561–1563 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1558–1561 
DeSilva, Hon. Zane J. S., 1549–1551 
Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1519–1521, 1568–1569 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1544–1549 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1556 
Furbert, Hon. Tinee, 1552–1553 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 1522–1525 
Hayward, Hon. Jason, 1531–1534 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1540–1544 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1563–1568 
Roban, Hon. Walter H., 1536–1540 
Scott, Hon. W. Lawrence, 1534–1536 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1525–1530 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1556–1558 

MPs working for constituencies (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Murders in Bermuda, a national epidemic (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
 
N 
National Heroes Day 2020/21 (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
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National Pension Scheme 
(Occupational Pensions) Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
(Refund) (Temporary) Regulations 2021 (See Papers and Other Communications to the 

House; Regulations) 
National Sports Centre Contract (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Nautilus Hotel 

Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021 (See Orders) 
 
O 
Opposition Members have right to speak (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Orders 

Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1635–1636 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1633–1634 
Wilson, Hon. Kim N., 1632–1633, 1636 

Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1839–1840 
Campbell, Mr. Vance, 1833–1834 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1829–1833 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1837–1838 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1834–1836 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1840–1841 
Simmons-Wade. Mrs. Ianthia, 1834 
Simmons, Hon. Kathy Lynn, 1828–1829, 1841 

Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1823–1824 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1825–1826 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1824–1825 
Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E., 1824 

Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Inclusive Framework (See 
Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 

 
P 
Papers and Other Communications to the House 

Bermuda College Audited Financial Statements year ended 31 March 2020, 1801 
Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual Report 2020, 1480 
Bermuda Plan 2018, 1417 
Bermuda Public Accountability Board 

Annual Report 2020, 1480 
Financial Statements ending March 31, 2020, 1480 

Electricity (Licence Threshold) Temporary Amendment Regulations 2021, 1479 
Employment (Probationary Period Exemption) Regulations 2021, 1711 
Exchange of Land Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Hamilton Warehouse 

Company Limited, 1480 (See also Agreements) 
Fisheries (Fish Pots) Amendment Regulations 2021, 1479 
Government Guarantees, issuance of new, 1801 
Human Rights Commission Annual Report 2020, 1711 
Information Commissioner Office (ICO), Audited Financial Statements year ending 31 

March 2020, 1362 
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Papers and Other Communications to the House (continued) 
National Pension Scheme (Refund) (Temporary) Regulations 2021, 1479 (See also 

Regulations) 
Parole Board Annual Report 2020, 1480 
Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 

Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2021, 1417 
Amendment (No. 5) Regulations 2021, 1417 
Amendment (No. 6) Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Phased Re-Opening) Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Stay at Home) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Stay at Home) Amendment Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Stay at Home) Regulations 2021, 1418 

Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension 
Order 2021, 1417 
(No. 2) Order 2021, 1418 
(No. 3) Order 2021, 1480 (See also Adjournment, motions thereon) 
(No. 4) Order 2021, 1711 

Quarantine (COVID-19) (No. 3) 
Amendment Order 2021, 1418 
Amendment (No. 3) Order 2021, 1708 

Registry General Annual Report 2020, 1575 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior 
Ministers) 

Regulatory Authority of Bermuda Annual Report FY 2017-2018, 1575 
Sale and Purchase Agreement between Corporation of Hamilton and Arnold's Discount 

Limited, 1480 
Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 1801 
Trade Union and Labour Relations (Transitional) Regulations 2021, 1575 
Treatment of Offenders Board Report 2020, 1480 
Wage Commission Report 2021: Recommendations for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda, 

1418 
Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Parliamentary Privilege, misuse of on motion to adjourn (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Parliamentary Questions (See Question Period) 
Parole Board Report Annual Report 2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to the 

House; Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Pearman, Mr. Scott 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1646–1648 

Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Act 2021, 1706–1707 
Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1563–1568 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1500–1501, 1734 
Debt Collection Amendment Act 2021, 1695 
Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021, 1751–1753 
Economic Substance Amendment Act 2021, 1610 
Gaming (Transfer of Functions) Act 2021, 1376 
Liquor Licence (Fee Reduction) Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 1397 
Public Health (COVID-19) 

Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1633–1634, 1646–1648  
Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021, 1834–1836 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1615–1616 
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Pearman, Mr. Scott (continued) 
Public Service Superannuation Temporary Amendment Act 2021, 1454–1455 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021, 

1769–1770 
Question Period 

Bermuda Infrastructure Fund 
investment value, 1487, 1488 
total liability, 1488 

Bermuda's Tourism, moving beyond the pandemic, 1686 
Bermudians unemployed interested in closed job categories, 1586 
COVID-19 

Policy impact on businesses, 1589 
Quarantine exemptions, total applied for monthly, 1722 
Saliva Screening Programme, 1437, 1438 

Development and Planning Act 2021, 1677, 1678 
Government Reform 2020 update, Meeting the Wellness Objective, 1364 
Human Rights Commission Annual Report 2020, 1732, 1733 
Immigration Reform Strategic Priorities, 1686 
Marine and Ports Services Ferry Retrofit Programme, 1727, 1729 
Ministry of Social Development and Seniors Projects, 1817, 1818, 1819 
Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Inclusive 

Framework, 1726, 1727 
Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision, 1813 
Parole Board Report 2020, 1496, 1497 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021, 

1679, 1680, 1681 
SATA Azores Airlines, 1492, 1493 
Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee, 1814, 1815 
Travel Authorisation Form (TAF), 1674, 1675 
Wage Commission Report 2021: Recommendation for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda, 

1438, 1439 
PLP Government (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Politicians: Populism versus realism (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Public Health (COVID-19) 

Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021 (See Adjournment, motions thereon; Orders; 
Papers and Other Communications to the House) 

Emergency Extension (No. 4) Order 2021 (See Orders; Papers and Other 
Communications to the House) 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Public Service Superannuation Temporary Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021 (See 

Bills; Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
 
Q 
Quarantine (COVID-19) (No. 3) Amendment (No. 3) Order 2021 (See Papers and Other 

Communications to the House) 
Question Period 

Accident Blackspot, corrective measures taken at 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1426, 1428, 1429 
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Question Period (continued) 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation 

Businesses receiving grants or loans 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1488, 1489 

Requirements for grants or loans 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1489 

Total amount budgeted 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1490 

Bermuda Infrastructure Fund 
Capital Raised 

Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1485 
Investment Value 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1487 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1487, 1488 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1486, 1487 

Total Liability 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1488 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1488 

Bermuda Plan 2018, Final 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1437 

Bermuda's Tourism, moving beyond the pandemic 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1684, 1685 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1686 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1683, 1684 

Bermudiana Beach Resort 
contractors/suppliers 

Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1490 (written answer) 
progress update 

Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1429 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1431 

Chromebooks, update on delivery of 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1432 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1432 

COVID-19 
Business, Impact on  

Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1587, 1588 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1589 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1587, 1588, 1589 

Support provided since global pandemic 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1724 

exemptions 
total applied for monthly 

Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1722 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1722 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1721 

total issued monthly 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1721 

Sites, cost to government 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1722 (deferred), 1808 

 
 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/0cde9a1989ea31bd7057cc52810d2181.pdf
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Question Period (continued) 
COVID-19 (continued) 

Saliva Screening Programme 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1437 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1437, 1438 

Vaccine, Fully vaccinated travellers testing positive for 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1720 

statistics 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1585 (deferred), 1673 (written answer) 

Daniel's Head, site update 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1431 

Department of Education Summer Learning Programmes 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1595 

Department of Planning Statistics, indicator of state of construction industry 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1362 

Development and Planning Act 2021 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1678 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1677, 1678 

Gang Violence Reduction Team update 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1596, 1597 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1595, 1596 

Government Guarantees, issuance of new 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1363, 1364 

Government Reform 2020 update, Meeting the Wellness Objective 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1364 

Government Stimulus Programme, Third update 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1366 

Government Stimulus Programme, Fourth update 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1730, 1731 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1729 

Human Rights Commission Annual Report 2020 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1731, 1732 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1732, 1733 

Immigration Reform Strategic Priorities 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1686 

In-person Learning, Safe Return to 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1365 

Marine and Ports Services Ferry Retrofit Programme 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1728, 1729 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1727, 1729 

Ministry of Social Development and Seniors Projects 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1817, 1818, 1819 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1816, 1817 

Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Inclusive Framework 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1726, 1727 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1725 

Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision 
Cannonier, Mr. L. Craig, 1812, 1813 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1811, 1812 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1813 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1810, 1811 

http://parliament.bm/admin/uploads/parliamentary/8b93016bc7b2ac3a4d7b13cb9f9f695d.pdf
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Question Period (continued) 
Parole Board Report 2020 

Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1496, 1497 
Public Treasury (Administration and Payments) Amendment and Validation Act 2021 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1680, 1682 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1680 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1679, 1680, 1681 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1679, 1680, 1681 

Registry General Annual Report 2020 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1589, 1590 

SafeKey, implementation of 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1436 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1435, 1436 

Saliva Screening Programme 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1437 

Sandys 360, Rescinding Approval for Purchase of 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1493, 1494 

SATA Azores Airlines 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1491, 1493 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1492, 1493 

Shoreside Fish Processing Plant at Marginal Wharf construction contract 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1434 

DoE policy implementation 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1434, 1435 

progress update 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1434 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1433, 1434 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1434 

Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1814, 1815 
Tyrrell, Mr. Neville S., 1815, 1816 

St. Regis Developers exemption approval 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1722, 1723 

Summer Professional Learning Activities for Educators 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1682, 1683 

Teacher Certification Bonded Loan 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1490, 1491 

Teachers, reimbursement or stipend for 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1433 

Training and Employment Initiatives Phase 2 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1592, 1593 

Travel Authorisation Form (TAF) 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1673, 1674, 1675, 1676 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1677 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1674, 1675 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1674, 1675 

Treatment of Offenders Board Report 2020 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1494, 1495, 1496 

Tynes Bay Plant Critical Status Report 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1809, 1810 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1809 
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Question Period (continued) 
Unemployed Bermudians 

Hired categories 
Jackson, Ms. Susan E., 1586 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1586 

Interested in closed job categories 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1586 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1585, 1586 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1586 

University of the West Indies interactive virtual open house 
Famous, Mr. Christopher, 1593, 1594 

Wage Commission Report 2021: Recommendation for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda 
Pearman, Mr. Scott, 1438, 1439 

Wantley update 
Richardson, Mr. Jarion, 1590, 1591 

Water Shortage, summer 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1687 

 
R 
Rabain, Hon. Diallo V. S. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1653–1655 

Bermuda College Audited Financial Statements year ended 31 March 2020, 1801, 1802–
1803 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1368–1369, 1500, 1599–1600, 1688 
Department of Education Summer Learning Programmes, 1580–1583 
Development and Planning Amendment Act 2021, 1747–1748 
Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1698–1700, 1703–1704 
In-person Learning, Safe Return to, 1360–1361 
Parish Primary Schools, consultation decision, 1803–1806 
Saliva Screening Programme, 1422–1424 
Senior School Graduations 2021, 1666–1667 
Summer Professional Learning Activities for Educators, 1668–1669 
Teacher Certification Bonded Loan, 1481–1482 
Tynes Bay Plant Critical Status Report, 1802 
University of the West Indies interactive virtual open house, 1579–1580 

Registry General Annual Report 2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to the House) 
Regulations 

Betting Fees Regulations 2021 
Burt, Hon. E. David, 1395 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1395 

National Pension Scheme (Refund) (Temporary) Regulations 2021 
Dickinson, Hon. Curtis L., 1608 
Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole, 1608 

Regulatory Authority of Bermuda Annual Report FY 2017-2018 (See Papers and Other 
Communications to the House) 

Regulatory Authority, announcement regarding electricity rates (See Statements by Ministers 
and Junior Ministers) 
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Reports of Committees 
Private Bills Committee Report 

Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021, 1362 
Willowbank Foundation Amendment Act 2021, 1362 
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Simons, Hon. N. H. Cole (continued) 
Unemployed Bermudians interested in closed job categories, 1586 
Water Shortage, summer, 1687 

Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 1824–1825 
Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Speaker's Chambers, need to raise the bar (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Speaker's Rulings 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, procedure, 1640 
Standing Order 10(5) [Member ordered to withdraw from Chamber], 1856 

Sports clubs, capital development funds for (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
St. Regis developer’s exemption approval (See Question Period) 

Hotel opening (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Standard and Poor's Ratings Review (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 

Bermuda College Audited Financial Statements year ended 31 March 2020, 1802–1803 
Bermuda Plan 2018, Final, 1420–1421 (See also Motions; Question Period) 
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Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers (continued) 
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Sandys 360, Rescinding Approval for Purchase of, 1483 (See also Question Period) 
SATA Azores Airlines, 1482–1483 (See also Question Period) 
Senior School Graduations 2021, 1666–1667 
Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee, 1361, 1806 (See also Adjournment, motions 

thereon; Question Period) 
Standard and Poor's Ratings Review, 1355–1356 
Summer Professional Learning Activities for Educators, 1668–1669 (See also Question 

Period) 
Teacher Certification Bonded Loan, 1481–1482 (See also Question Period) 
Training and Employment Initiatives Phase 2, 1578–1579 (See also Question Period) 
Treatment of Offenders Board Report 2020, 1484–1485 (See also Question Period) 
Tynes Bay Plant Critical Status Report, 1802 (See also Question Period) 
University of the West Indies interactive virtual open house, 1579–1580 (See also 

Question Period) 
Wage Commission Report 2021: Recommendation for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda, 

1424 (See also Question Period) 
Wantley update, 1577–1578 (See also Question Period) 
Water Shortage, summer, 1671–1673 (See also Question Period) 

Summer Professional Learning Activities for Educators (See Statements by Ministers and 
Junior Ministers) 

Swan, Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Bermudian Artists, 1867–1868 
Cup Match History of, celebrating, 1869–1870 
Father's Day, 1652–1653 
Golf in Bermuda, making inclusive and diversifier, 1470–1472 
Historic Forts of Bermuda, utilising for tourism, 1868–1869 
Junteenth, 1651 
Murders in Bermuda, a national epidemic, 1573–1574 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1651–1652 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1370, 1440, 1598, 1689–1690, 1738, 1820–
1821 

Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021, 1824 
 
T 
Teacher Certification Bonded Loan (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Teachers, reimbursement or stipend for (See Question Period) 
Tourism 

Historic Forts of Bermuda, utilising for tourism (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Tourism Investment (Nautilus Hotel) Order 2021 (See Orders; Papers and Other 

Communications to the House) 
Trade Union and Labour Relations (Transitional) Regulations 2021 (See Papers and Other 

Communications to the House) 
Training and Employment Initiatives Phase 2 (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Travel Authorisation Form (TAF) (See Adjournment, motions thereon; Question Period) 
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Treatment of Offenders Board Report 
2020 (See Papers and Other Communications to the House; Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
Tynes Bay Plant Critical Status Report (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Tyrrell, Mr. Neville S. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Parliamentary Privilege, misuse of on motion to adjourn, 1851–1852 

Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority Amendment Act 2021, 1707 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1442–1443, 1498, 1692, 1735 
Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1622–1623 
Question Period 

Skyport Minimum Revenue Guarantee, 1815, 1816 
 
U 
Unemployed Bermudians (See Question Period) 
Uniting Bermuda, no one is safe until we are all safe (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
University of the West Indies interactive virtual open house (See Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
 
W 
Wade, Mr. Jason 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1641 
Sports clubs, capital development funds for, 1640–1641 

Education Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1703 
Wage Commission Report 2021: Recommendation for a Minimum Wage in Bermuda (See 

Papers and Other Communications to the House; Statements by Ministers and Junior 
Ministers) 

Walsingham Trust Amendment Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Wantley update (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Water Shortage, summer (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Water Sports Safety Reminders (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Bermuda Day, 1466–1467 
Mary Prince Emancipation Park, 1866–1867 
Water Sports Safety Reminders, 1867 

Bermuda's Economic Recovery Plan Summary Report, motion to take note, 1556–1558 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1369–1370, 1733, 1819 
Financial Assistance Extension and Validation Act 2021, 1843 

Willowbank Foundation (Amendment) Act 2021 (See Bills) 
Wilson, Hon. Kim N. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension (No. 3) Order 2021, 1655–1657 

Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) 
(Phased Re-Opening) Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Stay at Home) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Stay at Home) Amendment Regulations 2021, 1418 
(Stay at Home) Regulations 2021, 1418 
Amendment (No. 4) Regulations 2021, 1417 
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Wilson, Hon. Kim N. (continued) 
Public Health (COVID-19 Emergency Powers) (continued) 

Amendment (No. 5) Regulations 2021, 1417 
Amendment (No. 6) Regulations 2021, 1418 

Public Health (COVID-19) Emergency Extension 
(No. 2) Order 2021, 1418 
(No. 3) Order 2021, 1480, 1632–1633, 1636, 1655–1657 
(No. 4) Order 2021, 1711 
Order 2021, 1417 

Public Health Amendment (No. 2) Act 2021, 1614–1615, 1624 
Quarantine (COVID-19) (No. 3) 

Amendment (No. 3) Order 2021, 1708 
Amendment Order 2021, 1418 

 
Y 
Youth, a crisis of confidence (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
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