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 Bermuda House of Assembly 

BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
22 SEPTEMBER 2017 

10:07 AM 
Sitting Number 3 of the 2017/18 Session 

 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Mrs. Shernette Wolffe, Clerk] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 15 September 2017] 

 
The Speaker: Members, confirm the Minutes? 

Minutes confirmed. 
 
[Minutes of 15 September 2017 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Speaker: Yes, the Speaker has two announce-
ments. I announce that I have received official notice 
from three of our Members that they will be absent 
today. I acknowledge notice from Minister Burch, Min-
ister Roban, and Member Leah Scott. All indicated 
they will be absent from today’s proceedings.  
 

BERMUDA OMBUDSMAN’S REPORT 2016 
 
The Speaker: I also have a further announcement. I 
have received the Annual Ombudsman’s Report for 
the year 2016, and I submit this in compliance with 
section 24(1) and 24(3) of the Ombudsman Act 2004. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Minister of National Se-
curity. Minister Caines. 
 
[Pause] 

The Clerk: The Motion that I gave you, the piece of 
paper that I gave you. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. We will proceed forward. 

Minister, if you can sort yourself out later, we 
will come back to your item. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: We have five Statements this morning 
from Ministers or Junior Ministers. The first Statement, 
I believe, is from . . . [first] we are going to do Minister 
Brown, Minister of Immigration and Home Affairs.  
 Mr. Brown, would you lead us off? 
 

UPDATE ON INVESTIGATIONS— 
ALLEGED SCHEMES FOR LAND OWNERSHIP 
BY NON-BERMUDIANS THAT CONTRAVENE 

THE BERMUDA IMMIGRATION 
 AND PROTECTION ACT 1956 

 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will re-
member that my Ministerial Statement from the 15th of 
September 2017 was titled “The Next Wave of 
Changes to Immigration Policies and Procedures.” I 
am about to describe another component of this “next 
wave,” and I rise today to provide an update on inves-
tigations into alleged schemes for non-Bermudians to 
own land without the benefit of a land licence.  
 Mr. Speaker, prior to the enactment of the 
Bermuda Immigration and Protection Amendment Act 
in 2007 (the 2007 Act), non-Bermudians were utilising 
schemes—including Bermuda trust companies—to 
acquire an interest in Bermuda real estate, without 
obtaining a licence in accordance with the Bermuda 
Immigration and Protection Act 1956 [BIPA 56]. These 
schemes are referred to as “fronting arrangements.” 
 Mr. Speaker, there are approximately 120 
properties that are being investigated. While proper-
ties may be in contravention of the 2007 Act, it may be 
determined that not all are, by definition, fronting ar-
rangements. The use of these fronting arrangements 
is estimated to have cost the Government approxi-
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mately $40 million during the 10-year period preced-
ing the enactment of the 2007 Act.  
 Mr. Speaker, the 2007 Act sought to criminal-
ise fronting arrangements by introducing severe pen-
alties for those who contravened its provisions. Simul-
taneously, the 2007 Act granted a three-year amnesty 
period for non-Bermudians caught by its provisions to 
either obtain licences or dispose of their interest in the 
Bermuda real estate. While some of those affected 
complied within the three-year amnesty period, others 
did not, despite the dire consequences of non-
compliance. 
 The Attorney General’s Chambers have un-
dertaken to identify those non-Bermudians who con-
tinue to flout the law, and to ultimately make recom-
mendations to the Director of Public Prosecutions to 
prosecute [offenders in order] to recoup some of the 
estimated $40 million referred to above.  
 Mr. Speaker, in order to progress this work 
quickly, the Government will be allocating dedicated 
resources to this project. We will be working with the 
Attorney General’s Chambers to ascertain the most 
cost-effective method for completing this initiative. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Brown. 
 Do any other Ministers have Statements? 

I believe we will have the following Statement 
now from Minister Foggo. Minister Foggo, you have 
the floor. 
 

BERMUDA POST OFFICE MAIL PROCESSING 
CENTRE RELOCATION 

 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning to all. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to advise this Hon-
ourable House of the planned relocation of the Ber-
muda Post Office Mail Processing Centre and the cir-
cumstances surrounding its move.  
 Mr. Speaker, Members of this Honourable 
House will be aware that the Bermuda Post Office 
Mail Processing Centre (or BMPC) is in the process of 
vacating its publicly owned premises at the L. F. 
Wade International Airport to relocate to a privately 
owned facility at Mills Creek. The move, Mr. Speaker, 
is required as a result of an agreement entered into by 
the former Government, specifically, between the 
Bermuda Airport Authority and Project Co. Simply put, 
Mr. Speaker, based on the deal made, the BMPC now 
resides on leased premises. 
 Mr. Speaker, to offer a bit of background with 
respect to the necessity to relocate, I wish to provide 
the following from the official agreement: 
 “In accordance with Schedule 2, Section 
14.3(d) of the Agreement, the Authority shall arrange 
alternative premises for the Bermuda Post Office and 

will use its best efforts to cause the Bermuda post of-
fice to vacate the space currently occupied by the 
Bermuda post office on the Leased Premises by Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 
 “If the Bermuda Post Office does not vacate 
the space currently occupied by the Bermuda Post 
Office on the Leased Premises by September 30, 
2017, the Authority will: 
 “(i) pay rent to Project Co for the space that 
continues to be occupied by the Bermuda post office 
commencing October 1, 2017, such rent being based 
on the fair market rent for comparable premises and; 
 “(ii) continue to use best efforts to cause the 
Bermuda post office to vacate the space currently oc-
cupied by the Bermuda post office.” [UNVERIFIED 
QUOTE] 
 Further, Mr. Speaker, if the Bermuda Post 
Office continues to occupy space on the leased prem-
ises after December 31st, 2017, then the Authority will 
pay Project Co $600,000 as a single liquidated sum 
as full compensation and the Bermuda post office will 
be permitted to remain in its current premises for the 
term without further payment of rent or occupancy 
cost, subject to the Bermuda Post Office entering into 
a sublease with Project Co. 
 Mr. Speaker, this arrangement regarding the 
relocation of operations has unintended consequenc-
es. The move has the potential to jeopardise the repu-
tation of Bermuda’s postal service international stand-
ing and impact revenue collection. In accordance with 
its international service agreement, revenue is directly 
related to meeting specific service standards. The fu-
ture requirement of having to move airmail to a non-
airport facility before sorting and distribution will in-
crease receipt time and decrease efficiency, thereby 
negatively impacting service standards. Further, the 
move significantly affects the Department of Customs 
and the border control work that they are required to 
manage. 
 Members should be aware that the Customs 
Department is co-located with the Bermuda mail post-
al facility at the L. F. Wade International Airport. Hon-
ourable Members should also know that the Customs 
Department has legislative jurisdiction over all incom-
ing mail into Bermuda and remains the first line of in-
terdiction. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Customs Department is re-
sponsible for collecting and protecting the revenue, 
and for enforcing import and export prohibitions and 
restrictions. In fact, their primary purpose at the BMPC 
is to monitor and control the cross-border movement 
of mail.  Members of our Customs Department there-
fore X-ray and screen inbound mail prior to release to 
the Bermuda Post Office. The strategic alignment of 
the two agencies provides for a seamless handover of 
mail from one agency to the other, with limited securi-
ty risks and enhanced efficiency of operations. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a result of the agreement 
entered into by the former Government, development 
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costs must now be expended on leasehold improve-
ments that are required at the new, privately owned 
Mills Creek facility to accommodate the segregation of 
the two agencies. Such segregation is in accordance 
with the requirements of the standard operating pro-
cedures for the Department of Customs to carry out 
their duties in a secure environment. 
 Mr. Speaker, several sites, including govern-
ment-owned facilities, were considered in a bid to min-
imise the costs associated with the required move. 
This is a cost that should, technically, be represented 
as a line item when tallying the cost of the develop-
ment of the new airport. Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, 
given the unique operating requirements of the two 
agencies, Customs and the BMPC, the Ministry of 
Public Works deemed that the best alternative was 
the Mills Creek facility. The rental expense will be 
$30,000 per month. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is expected that the Ministry of 
Public Works will enter into a formal lease in the com-
ing days. The Ministry of Public Works will also man-
age the leasehold improvements and associated pro-
cesses. The development project commenced this 
week and is expected to take no more than four 
weeks to complete, inclusive of the relocation activi-
ties. 
 Honourable Members will recall Supplemen-
tary Estimate (No. 1) 2017/18, which was tabled in 
this Honourable House on Friday, September 15th. 
The estimate includes $290,000 to fund the relocation 
of the post office mail facility from the airport, to avoid 
penalties and having to pay rent to Aecon. 
 Mr. Speaker, given the timelines associated 
with the development project, it is unlikely that the 
move will take place before September 30th, 2017, as 
per the agreement. Every effort will be made, howev-
er, to work with Skyport to avoid penalties. 
 Therefore, it is anticipated that the Bermuda 
Airport Authority, the agency responsible for manag-
ing the Government’s contract with Skyport, will for-
mally communicate the anticipated delay to Skyport, 
and the two entities will work to mutually agree [on] an 
outcome such that the financial penalties as set out in 
the Project Agreement are not triggered. No more 
than a 30-day extension will be requested. 
 However, I can assure Honourable Members 
and the public that every effort is being made to expe-
dite the move. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
   
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We have further Statements from . . . Premier, 
would you like to go now? I was going to leave you for 
last while you are trying to get settled, you know. But, 
Premier, we will go to your Statement now. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

BERMUDA PLACED ON FRANCE'S “WHITELIST” 
FOR COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY REPORTING 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise 
today to provide Honourable Members with the posi-
tive news that the Republic of France has awarded 
whitelist status to Bermuda for Country-by-Country 
reporting (CbC reporting). 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Bermuda is the first UK Over-
seas Territory to be awarded this status. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) Base Erosion 
and Profit Shifting (BEPS) Action 13 report (Transfer 
Pricing Documentation and Country-by-Country re-
porting) provides a template for multinational enter-
prises (MNEs) to report annually and for each tax ju-
risdiction in which they do business. This report is 
called the Country-by-Country (CbC) report. 
 Honourable Members are advised that Ber-
muda participates in a multilateral Country-by-Country 
competent authority agreement known as the Multilat-
eral Country-by-Country Competent Authority Agree-
ment on the Exchange of CbC Reports (known in 
short as the CbC MCAA). 
 Mr. Speaker, what this means is that Bermuda 
will be ready to share Country-by-Country 2016 Fiscal 
Year reports as of June 2018 with EU member states 
who, like Bermuda, are early adopters of the CbC re-
porting to exchange 2016 Fiscal Year reports. France 
is also one of the EU member states who are early 
adopters of CbC reporting. 
 Mr. Speaker, why has France conveyed this 
positive recognition to Bermuda? The simple reason is 
that Bermuda has satisfied the technical require-
ments, which are as follows: 
 First, Bermuda was an early adopter for 2016 
year data. Second, Bermuda has an activated Coun-
try-by-Country reporting relationship with France. 
Third, Bermuda’s new tax information reporting portal 
is now fully operational, with the OECD portal where-
by Bermuda can transport our Country-by-Country 
reports to France. And, finally, Bermuda’s Country-by-
Country legislation, our Country-by-Country regula-
tions, and our Country-by-Country guidance notes are 
in force and in effect. 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda satisfied these tech-
nical requirements because of the collaboration and 
hard work of the Treaty Unit in the Ministry of Finance, 
the Attorney General’s Chambers, and our private 
sector industry partners. I would like to thank all par-
ties mentioned for their sterling effort, which has re-
sulted in this action. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda’s placement on 
France's whitelist for Country-by-Country reporting will 
further establish Bermuda’s leadership in supporting 
international cooperation in tax matters and financial 
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transparency. However, continued engagement with 
the EU and its member states in the weeks and 
months ahead is vital in view of the current risk that 
we may face from the EU. To this end, I can report 
that I will be traveling to Paris and Brussels next 
month to attend meetings with key political policymak-
ers in an effort to provide necessary support to Ber-
muda’s efforts to avoid blacklisting by the EU Code of 
Conduct Group. Thank you, Mr. Speaker 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 

I understand we have further Statements. 
Minister Caines. 

 
 INTEGRATED BALLISTIC 
 IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
advise this Honourable House and the public of an 
innovation in the continued management of investiga-
tion of violent crime in Bermuda. In conjunction with 
the UK’s Foreign & Commonwealth Office, an Inte-
grated Ballistic Identification System has been de-
vised for the benefit of police firearms investigations.  
 Mr. Speaker, in December 2016, the UK For-
eign & Commonwealth Office secured approximately 
$1.3 million from the UK’s Conflict Security and Stabil-
ity Fund [CSSF] to implement an Integrated Ballistic 
Identification System [IBIS] for each of the British 
overseas dependent territories. The IBIS will provide 
the ability to collect and store 2D and 3D images of 
cartridge cases and bullets, perform automatic and 
manual correlations, analyse correlation results and 
compare images.  
 The results will link bullets and cartridge cas-
es to specific firearms and crime scenes, allowing the 
BPS [Bermuda Police Service] to present strong evi-
dence at court, as well as track the use of firearms in 
Bermuda. Additionally, Mr. Speaker, the IBIS will allow 
connectivity to the Caribbean Regional Integrated Bal-
listics Information Network [RIBIN] and to the INTER-
POL Ballistics Information Network [IBIN]. This will 
provide enhanced forensic capability by widening the 
scope of evidential comparisons to include global da-
tabases. 
 Mr. Speaker, I can advise this most Honoura-
ble House that the full cost of this project, for the first 
three years, has been met from the CSSF that is 
managed by the Overseas Territory Department in 
Miami. The financial commitment for the BPS will start 
in Fiscal Year 2021 and will represent an ongoing cost 
of $50,000 per year. 
 The BPS has historically used the profession-
al services of RJ Lee, from the US. From 2010 to 
2016, the annual cost of these services has ranged 
from $30,000 to $150,000, depending on the [number] 
of cases that are sent overseas for analysis. The use 
of IBIS will eliminate this cost, and, given the offsetting 
effect, the Bermuda Police Service anticipates that the 

cost of IBIS will be met within the existing budget allo-
cation.  
 Mr. Speaker, this initiative is an important ad-
dition to the forensic investigative capacity of the 
Bermuda Police Service and one which this Govern-
ment is pleased to support. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Caines. 
 Minister Caines, I understand you have a fur-
ther Statement. Would you like to do that now? 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: If it pleases you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

CYBERSECURITY CONCERNS US ALL 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, Honourable Mem-
bers will recall that in this year’s Speech from the 
Throne, the Government determined cybersecurity as 
a national priority. The Ministry of National Security 
has been tasked with ensuring that our digital infra-
structure is properly protected and the risks facing all 
of our country are properly mitigated. 
 Mr. Speaker, cybersecurity is not limited to 
information technologies or to the business world. 
This issue concerns us all. Indeed, every person on 
the Island who has access to information and uses the 
Internet has become keenly aware of the risks associ-
ated when going online—whether at work, at school, 
or at home. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda works very hard to 
uphold its reputation as a trusted blue-chip jurisdic-
tion; any risk facing our Island, even reputational risk, 
could prove detrimental to our quality of life. One way 
to be better equipped to face these risks is to educate 
ourselves and to increase our resilience as individu-
als, because we are the first line of defence when it 
comes to cybersecurity. One person clicking the 
wrong link or responding to the wrong email has shut 
down whole businesses and can affect the businesses 
locally and internationally. But as a Government, we 
are very aware of how this can affect government ser-
vices and much more. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is a very real example of 
the risk that occurred on May 12th this year. A ran-
somware script called WannaCry infected networks 
around the world and devastated hundreds of thou-
sands of targets. In the UK’s National Health Service, 
the attack spread to diagnostic equipment and forced 
hospitals to divert emergencies. Only through sheer 
luck did an information security officer and researcher 
find a way to quickly disable the malware responsible.  
 Mr. Speaker, without strong cybersecurity 
awareness and preparedness, our personal and fi-
nancial safety, economic prosperity, and national se-
curity are at risk. 
 It is therefore my view—and by “my view,” I 
mean all of us, those of us in the Government as well 
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as those of us in private sector—that we must share 
the responsibility to ensure that we are well prepared 
to identify and manage cybersecurity risks wherever 
and whenever they appear. As a part of this effort, we 
need to adopt, and teach our children to adopt, safe 
cyber behaviours both at school and at home. 
 At an organisational level, we must use the 
most effective ways to achieve cybersecurity prepar-
edness. And how do we do this? It is to adopt a cy-
bersecurity framework which was the focus of Cyber-
security [Framework] Workshops that were held at the 
Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute this past 
week. 
 Over 100 individuals benefitted from the ex-
pertise and experience of both local and international 
experts in the cybersecurity field. The Bermuda Gov-
ernment engaged in cybersecurity work of its own. We 
have a Cabinet committee under my chairmanship. 
This will be working to address and attempt to mitigate 
cybersecurity risks to the Bermuda Government. We 
will consistently evaluate and update our cybersecuri-
ty measures. We have adopted the National Institute 
of Standards [and Technology’s (NIST)] Cybersecurity 
Framework. The framework of the NIST, as it is called, 
has much to offer. And it is well worth considering as 
a starting point for achieving cybersecurity prepared-
ness. 
 Mr. Speaker, the road to cybersecurity pre-
paredness requires a multi-stakeholder approach, and 
we are not going at it alone. The Cybersecurity Work-
ing Group, comprised of private and public sector IT 
and security professionals, is auditing the cybersecuri-
ty preparedness landscape of Bermuda. This group 
has assembled the best IT [information technology] 
professionals on Island, led by Mr. Ronnie Viera. The 
Government is committed to ensuring that this work-
ing group has all the necessary resources to complete 
its most important task. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have developed a vibrant 
digital society that relies on our critical national infra-
structure and commercial business, both locally and 
internationally, for our continued prosperity. Our repu-
tation as one of the world’s most sought-after jurisdic-
tions for international business rests on the proven 
assumption that doing business here is safe and se-
cure.  
 Moreover, our national security depends on 
the uninterrupted functioning of our hospital, banks, 
and energy grid. One lethal cyberattack, however, can 
change the picture entirely, regardless of whether the 
target is a provider of good public service or a private 
company. This means that cybersecurity must be ad-
dressed collectively by the full range of affected 
stakeholders, including government, industry, schools, 
and charities. And that is why the conversations we 
have started this week must continue. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, with your leave, 
and with an apology, I would like to now attach— 
 
The Speaker: Well, I am going to ask you to hold off. I 
am going to come back to you. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: But I will do it in my order; how is that? 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
apologise, sir. 
 
The Speaker: No problem, Minister. 
 Madam Clerk, reports? 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 Now, with the indulgence of the House and 
the apologies of the Minister, we can go back to the 
Papers and other Communications. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: If it pleases you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
 COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
PAYMENTS FROM THE 

CONFISCATED ASSETS FUND 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the information of this Hon-
ourable House a listing of the Confiscated Assets 
Fund payments for the years 2014 to 2015 [sic]. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We are now at the— 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Excuse me, Mr. Speaker. I 
have a point there. I think it goes to 2017. He said 
2015. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: I apologise. [It is] the listing of 
Confiscated Assets Fund payments from the years 
2014 to 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for the clarification. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Thank you, kind sir. 
 
The Speaker: You are quite welcome. 
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 Thank you, Member Moniz, for bringing it to 
our attention, Honourable Member. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: We are now at the question-and-
answer period. As Members will know, we have 60 
minutes for this, and we are now at 10:29, by my 
clock. I have questions, going in the order [of the 
Statements] that were presented.  
 Minister Brown, you have questions from the 
Opposition Leader.  

Madam Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON INVESTIGATIONS—
ALLEGED SCHEMES FOR LAND OWNERSHIP BY 

NON-BERMUDIANS THAT CONTRAVENE 
THE BERMUDA IMMIGRATION AND PROTECTION 

ACT 1956 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just have a simple question to 
the Minister, and I would ask the Minister whether he 
has any indication that any transgressions to the 2000 
Act occurred post the implementation of the Act. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I will be happy to, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: We are currently investigating 
other allegations. We have a list of 120 properties. 
And the ongoing investigation has identified some 
post the actual implementation of the Act. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementaries? 
 No further questions of the Minister?  

We now move on to . . . (sorry; my fault.) 
 The Deputy Speaker has indicated that he 
would like to ask a question of the Minister as well. 
Deputy Speaker, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON INVESTIGATIONS—
ALLEGED SCHEMES FOR LAND OWNERSHIP BY 

NON-BERMUDIANS THAT CONTRAVENE 
BERMUDA IMMIGRATION 

AND PROTECTION ACT 1956 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister, 
what is the status of the file that had been started by 
Dr. Brewer in 2007 on the fronting? 
 

The Speaker: Minister, do you care to respond? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I am obliged to respond, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Go right ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: The file that was commenced 
by Dr. Brewer sat in the offices of the Department of 
Immigration. And over the last five years, when ques-
tions were presented in this House about that file, re-
ports came back to say that there was no such file or 
no such file could be found. Subsequent to my assum-
ing the position as Minister responsible, we did assess 
that a fairly comprehensive assessment had been ini-
tiated, and we were presented with details of the . . . I 
want to call it the assessment numbers—the assess-
ment numbers of the 120 suspected cases, along with 
the names of either the individuals or trust companies 
that actually are suspected of breaching the relevant 
sections of the Immigration and Protection Act. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any supplementaries? Supplemen-
tary from the Opposition Leader.  
 Madam Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Honourable Min-
ister if he could indicate, since this file started, since 
this investigation by Dr. Brewer was started in 2007, 
and subsequent to the loss of government by the for-
mer administration, the PLP, would the Honourable 
Minister state or believe—does the Honourable Minis-
ter believe that the technical officers may have misled 
the Minister? That is scary. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt 
that the technical officers did not mislead any gov-
ernment. What did transpire is that, in 2007 when the 
legislation was passed, there was a three-year am-
nesty period put in place by which persons had time to 
comply with the law. That would take it up to 2010. 
And then there was a further extension for two years, 
because some had complied, some had attempted to 
comply, but there were issues with a number of those 
properties relating to needed legislative reform that 
meant that they could not comply. And the two-year 
period ended in 2012. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any further supplementaries? 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 

I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 24.  

Mr. Lawrence Scott, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Is the Minister saying that it is his belief that 
the former administration knowingly misled this House 
of Assembly? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you care to respond? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I would like to thank my hon-
ourable colleague for his question.  

In life, one knows two things with certainty, so 
I cannot state unequivocally that anyone misled this 
Honourable House, Mr. Speaker. What I will say is 
that I do find it disconcerting that, when questions 
were raised in this House about the existence of a file, 
we were told there was no such file. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any supplementaries? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Opposition Leader. 
Madam Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Honourable Min-
ister could indicate how, when he indicated that the 
files could not be found was the response that they 
got when they asked the question, that information 
could have been given to a Minister to present to this 
Honourable House if, in fact, the files were very readi-
ly found, according to the Minister, once he assumed 
office two months ago? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I cannot speak for the answers that were pro-
vided to the questions I submitted. Those answers 
were by the Minister; I believe it was you, Honourable 
Member. 
 
The Speaker: Any supplementaries? 

You have used both of your supplementaries, 
Madam Opposition Leader. You are only entitled to 
two. 

 Any further supplementaries? 
 Supplementary, Deputy Speaker, or a new 
question? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: A new question. 
 
The Speaker: A new question. 
 

QUESTION 2: UPDATE ON INVESTIGATIONS—
ALLEGED SCHEMES FOR LAND OWNERSHIP BY 

NON-BERMUDIANS THAT CONTRAVENE 
THE BERMUDA IMMIGRATION AND PROTECTION 

ACT 1956 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to ask the Honourable Minister, just to say that I 
brought that question up in this House years ago dur-
ing the tenure of the former Government. I was told 
the file was ready to go to the Attorney General’s 
Chambers. Now, are you saying that the file went 
missing? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, what I am saying 
is that when the question was presented in this House 
during the last session, we were told there was no 
such file. When I became Minister responsible, I was 
duly informed by counsel investigating these matters 
that there was a file, that there was a detailed file, with 
names and assessment numbers in that file. 
 
The Speaker: Any further supplementaries? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary to the new question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary to 
the new question. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Opposition Leader. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 As the Minister responded that I was the one 
who answered the question that he put, I wonder if the 
Minister would be able to advise the Honourable 
House whether the information that he got at that 
time, indicating that the file could not be found, that 
this information did not emanate from the Minister, but 
rather from the technical officers providing information 
to the Minister? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
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Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I assume everyone will know, 
any statement issued by a Minister requires the Minis-
ter to take the responsibility for that statement. And 
so, while one is advised by technical officers, anyone 
who makes a statement publicly or in this House has 
to stand by his or her words. And I would not want 
to— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Just one voice, please. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I would not want to pass on re-
sponsibility to technical officers, because while I be-
lieve there is high competence within the Ministry on 
every issue, I take responsibility for the statements I 
make, and I expect every other Minister or former Min-
ister to take responsibility for their statements. 
 
Some Hon. Members: That is right! Good. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. The Opposition Lead-
er, I will recognise you for a supplementary. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just wonder if the Honourable 
Minister could advise the Honourable House whether 
there is a possibility that such a file might have, in 
fact, been at the Attorney General’s Chambers, hence 
unable to be found by the technical officers from the 
Immigration Department. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On the Government and on the whole princi-
ple of collective responsibility, it matters not which 
department any file would be in. If the Minister re-
sponsible for a particular area has a question, the 
technical officers have the answers and know where 
everything is. So whether it was in the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Chamber or anywhere else, if it falls under the 
Minister’s responsibility, the Minister will have to bear 
the responsibility for all information emanating from 
that office. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any further supplementaries? 

 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 22. Dr. Gibbons had risen before, so I 
am going to recognise you now. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister could 
speak to what actions were taken by the Government 
or the Attorney General’s Chambers for those files 
which were not subject to the extended period from 
2010 to 2012? In other words, the files for which no 
amnesty had been sought, and therefore would clearly 
have been seen to be, allegedly, in breach of the Im-
migration rules at the time? So, what happened be-
tween 2010 and 2012? How many cases were 
brought by the Attorney General’s Chambers or by 
Government? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I do not know how many cases were brought 
during that period. I will endeavour to find out. 
 What I will say is that one of the practices 
adopted was that the perpetrators of such actions 
were either required to pay massive fines to the gov-
ernment or actually relinquish and transfer their prop-
erty back to government. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy, a new question or a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: A new question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, Deputy. We do have someone 
with a supplementary.  
 Okay. I recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 19. The Honourable Mrs. Jeanne 
Atherden, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: My supplementary relates 
to the question with respect to collective responsibility 
and information that ministers get from technical offic-
ers.  
 I think everyone goes on the basis that the 
information that they get from a technical officer is 
what they then present to the House. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: One voice, please. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: My question is, Is it possi-
ble that unless the Minister queries further, the Minis-
ter accepts the information that has been given to 
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them as being factual and, therefore, the responsibility 
is based upon the response? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is the responsibility of the Min-
ister to query information. We need to cast a critical 
eye over any information provided. We do not, as Min-
isters, based on our oath, and those who pledge alle-
giance to people overseas, Mr. Speaker . . . based on 
our pledge and our commitment, our responsibility is 
to critically assess information. We are not mutes who 
just take information and reproduce it. Our responsibil-
ity is to query the question, cast a critical eye, come to 
a decision, and then take responsibility for the infor-
mation we disseminate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No supplementaries? 
 Deputy, you had a new question? 
 

QUESTION 3: UPDATE ON INVESTIGATIONS—
ALLEGED SCHEMES FOR LAND OWNERSHIP BY 

NON-BERMUDIANS THAT CONTRAVENE 
THE BERMUDA IMMIGRATION AND PROTECTION 

ACT 1956 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister: 
Minister, are you aware that during the PLP’s tenure 
as Government one house was taken and sold be-
cause of violations of the fronting? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am acutely aware of the property. I know the 
name of the property. It was a high-profile case. And 
that was in response to a very clear and explicit viola-
tion. And the agreement was entered into as a means 
of asset recovery to prevent a criminal action. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further questions to the Minister? 
 We will move on to the next Statement. The 
next Statement is that of Minister Foggo, in regard to 
the post office move. 

Minister Foggo, we have questions from the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Scott, from constituency 24. 

 Mr. Scott, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA POST OFFICE MAIL 
PROCESSING CENTRE RELOCATION 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Minister explain why the former Min-
ister of Works and Engineering informed this House 
that the Bermuda taxpayer would not incur any addi-

tional costs when it came to the move or the airport 
redevelopment? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Member. 
 I cannot speak for the former Minister of 
Works. But what I can say is that the evidence inside 
of the agreement makes it very clear what the penal-
ties would be if we were to stay in that facility and not 
meet the September 30th deadline to move. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any supplementaries? 
 Supplementary? I recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 19. The Honourable Mem-
ber Jeanne Atherden, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: My supplementary is, at 
what point in time did the Ministry start to look for al-
ternative premises? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you for that question. I 
can say it happened almost the minute that I took of-
fice, within the first week of my office. Knowing that 
we had a situation with regard to the airport and our 
postal facility, and the ramifications that would ensue, 
a meeting was called to that effect to try and ensure 
that we could avoid any penalties whatsoever. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I have a 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Opposition 
Leader. The Honourable Opposition Leader, you have 
the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, would the Minister advise 
whether the space in the Hamilton facility had been 
looked at and deemed that it may be adequate for the 
sorting facility to move from the airport facility into 
Hamilton, for the sorting of the mail? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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The Speaker: Madam Opposition Leader, I think the 
Minister is asking for clarification on the question. 
Could you just repeat your question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. I was just 
wondering whether the Minister is aware whether the 
Hamilton facility, the Hamilton Post Office facility, 
which is now well underused, was looked at and con-
sidered for the transfer of the mail sorting facility from 
the airport into Hamilton to utilise as an alternative 
site? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for clarifying it. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Any further supplementaries? 
 Is it a supplementary, Deputy Speaker? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I will take you, Deputy, and then I will 
come back to you. 
 Deputy, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Mr. Speaker, in 
this Honourable House of Assembly, the former Minis-
ter from the OBA Government told this Honourable 
House that the government will not have to pay any 
rent at all to Aecon or the company that is building, 
that they signed over to. By this Statement, it says 
that we can stay, but you will have to pay a $600,000 
charge. And is this correct? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, that is correct, Member. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, I am going to go back to the 
supplementary that the Opposition Leader raised. 
 Madam Opposition Leader? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. 
 My supplementary is in respect of the Minis-
ter’s previous response, in which the Minister indicat-
ed that she looked for space as soon as she came on 
board. And she now just indicated that she called a 
meeting after the election. But she indicated that, yes, 
the space in Hamilton was looked at as an alternative. 
So my question is, did the Minister look into Hamilton 
as an alternative? Or had Hamilton, as an alternative, 
been considered earlier in the year? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. I can say that the space 
in Hamilton was looked at as an alternative. And as it 
works out, it was not the best situation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Is this a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. I recognise the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. Furbert, from constituency 6. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, could the Min-
ister inform this Honourable House [whether] the for-
mer Government knew that we had to pay additional 
money, but misled this House? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I cannot speak for what the 
former Government knew or did not know. But I can 
say the evidence was very clear in the contract what 
penalties would be incurred. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 8, Mr. Cole Simons. Mr. Simons, 
you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: This is supplemental to the 
Honourable Member Derrick Burgess’s question. 
 The Statement indicates that we would pay 
the $600,000 if we want to stay. The Statement says 
the $600,000 would apply to a “term.” Can you define 
what that term is? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: No, I cannot. That falls under 
the Ministry of Public Works. 
 
The Speaker: Mrs. Atherden, do you want to do your 
supplementary at the moment? 
 We recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 19. Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: To the Minister, my sup-
plementary relates to the fact that I asked a question 
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about whether alternative accommodation had been 
looked at prior to the election. And you have now indi-
cated that yes, it had been. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Not prior to the election. Not 
prior to the election. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Talk to the Speaker.  

Talk to the Speaker. Mrs. Atherden, direct 
your question to me, and the Minister will respond ac-
cordingly. 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: (Sorry.) I understood in a 
response to the Opposition Leader that the post office 
in town had been looked at. Can you say to us when 
the post office in town had been looked at and when it 
was deemed that it was not going to be suitable? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Under my remit it would have 
been done after the election, obviously, in terms of 
this administration doing it. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary from the Member from 
constituency 8, Mr. Simons. You have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. 
 I would like to go back to the Minister’s re-
sponse. She indicated that she did not understand 
what the term is. To me, that is crucial, Mr. Speaker, 
because if the term is 5 years, 10 years, 20 years, 
then the $600,000 may be something that is economi-
cally viable. Given that we are going to pay $30,000 
per month, that translates into $360,000 a year.  
 So my question is, can the Minister make an 
undertaking to bring back to— 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I am not finished.  
 
The Speaker: Let him finish the question. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I am asking a question. 
 
The Speaker: Let him finish his question. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Can the Minister give us an 
undertaking that she would bring back the details of 
the term in the event that the authority agrees to pay 
the $600,000 so that we can know [whether] we are 
getting value for money? 
 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Is yours a supplementary, Member, or 
a new question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, I do have a supplemen-
tary. But I did want to just clarify something. The 
Statement— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member from constit-
uency 24 has a supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. The Statement says 
“the term,” not “a term.” The Honourable Member 
asked what was “a term.” It is “the term.” The term 
would be the term of the contract, the whole 30 years. 
 But my supplementary question— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Let us hear your supplementary. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: My supplementary question 
is that in the Minister’s Statement, it was said that the 
costs associated with the required move should, tech-
nically, be represented as a line item when telling the 
cost of the development of the new airport. Is the Min-
ister saying that the previous Government has under-
quoted or has misquoted the $250 million, meaning 
that the cost of the airport could rise above that be-
cause of things like this being left out? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: What I can say, in looking at 
the situation that now ensues, is that [this] is an extra 
cost to move the airport and customs facility. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any supplementaries? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: You used your two supplementaries 
already on that one. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right.  
 I am going to recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 19, because hers is a sup-
plementary. Continue, Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Could the Minister indicate 
whether she is aware that the former Finance Minis-
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ter, Bob Richards, had looked at the Hamilton facility 
as an alternative to the processing of the mail? 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: No. 

The Speaker: Okay. 
Supplementary? 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: We recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 21. Honourable Member Commis-
siong, you have the floor. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, just for the 
sake of clarity, will the Minister respond to the proposi-
tion that the Hamilton Post Office site was examined 
by the relevant technical officers for the placement of 
that facility and it was not deemed practicable to do 
so? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I can say that it was not in 
comparison to the final result that we decided to move 
to, no. 

The Speaker: Any supplementary or new question? 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: New question. 

The Speaker: Okay. 
I am going to recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency 8. The Honourable Mr. 
Simons, you have the floor. 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA POST OFFICE MAIL 
PROCESSING CENTRE RELOCATION 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
In the event that we move ahead with the new 

plant of Mills Creek, can the Minister quantify the addi-
tional security costs for collecting the mail from the 
aircraft and delivering it to Mills Creek? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: No. And I will [give] an under-
taking to see if . . . It would be dependent on how long 
the lease is, any lease that we enter into. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Supplementary? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Supplementary. 

The Speaker: Supplementary or new question? 

Mrs. Renee Ming: New question. 

The Speaker: Supplementary over here? 
We will take the supplementary and then 

come back to your question. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you. 

The Speaker: I recognise the Member from constitu-
ency 6, the Honourable Mr. Furbert. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Can the Honourable Minister confirm that the 

Honourable Member who just spoke was in Cabinet 
and should have known what the agreement was be-
fore he comes asking us? 

[Laughter] 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: I cannot speak to what he 
should and should not know. But there is something 
called “collective responsibility.” 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Okay. Now we have a new question for 
the Minister. The new question is from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 1, the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mrs. Ming. 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA POST OFFICE MAIL 
PROCESSING CENTRE RELOCATION 

Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just would like clarification. I see that the 

Statement says that the payment, the single liquidated 
sum, is a $600,000 payment. Then it speaks further in 
the Statement that it is subject to the Bermuda Post 
Office entering into a sublease with Project Co. So, 
does that mean that the $600,000 would be a lump-
sum payment, and then they would enter into an addi-
tional lease in place for another period?  

Thank you. 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes, it does mean that. 

The Speaker: All right. Supplementaries? No sup-
plementaries? 

Oh, a supplementary? 

Mrs. Renee Ming: Yes. 

The Speaker: Supplementary from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 1. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Madam Minister, do we have any idea what 
that cost for that additional sublease is, at this time? 
And was it already negotiated prior to our becoming 
the Government? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. The lease was . . . what 
was outlined in the contract was clear in terms of the 
penalty of $600,000 and what the rental-a-month 
would be on a monthly basis. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: A supplementary?  

Yes, I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 19, Mrs. Atherden.  

Honourable Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have a supplementary. 
And if the Minister can clarify this again, because it 
said the Authority will pay Project Co $600,000 as a 
single liquidated sum as full compensation. And the 
Bermuda Post Office will be permitted to remain in its 
current premises for the term, without further payment 
or rent or occupancy cost, subject to the Bermuda 
Post Office entering into a sublease with Project Co. 
 Now, a sublease is fair enough, because you 
set out terms and conditions. But it does not neces-
sarily imply that there were costs. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: What I can say is that if we 
were to continue [there] after September 30th, then 
there would be a rental fee of $30,000 a month. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, I am just telling you that 
now. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementaries?  

No supplementaries? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 26. The Honourable Member Tyrrell has 
a question. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA POST OFFICE MAIL 
PROCESSING CENTRE RELOCATION 

 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, can the Honourable Minister 
clarify [who are] the owners of the Mills Creek proper-
ty? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: The answer to that falls under 
the remit of the Minister of Works. But I will undertake 
to get that information. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? We recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 19. The Honourable 
Member Jeanne Atherden has the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Supplementary. 
 Minister, if you can clarify . . . I thought you 
indicated that if they stayed down at the airport, it was 
$30,000 a month. And I thought you indicated in re-
sponse to my colleague, Cole Simons, that that rent 
might also be $30,000 a month. And therefore, the 
question then is, if the rents are equal, but you do not 
have to move and then you do not have to worry 
about security and you do not have to worry about all 
the other concerns that you have, would that not have 
made it more of an alternative to stay there? 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: No. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I have no further indication from any Member 
that they had questions of the Minister on this matter. 
 We are going to move on to the next State-
ment. And the next Statement is that from Minister 
Caines, in reference to his Statement on ballistics. 
And we have one Member who has indicated he has a 
question, and that Member is the Honourable Member 
from constituency 24. 
 The Honourable Member, Mr. Scott, you have 
the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: AN INTEGRATED BALLISTIC 
 IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Minister explain or confirm if this is 
part of the Government’s antisocial or gang violence 
programme or initiative? 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, this is a part of the 
Bermuda Police Service making sure that they have 
every tool possible to do analysis for weapons. Mr. 
Speaker, obviously, this represents an arrow in our 
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quiver. And if there is a firearms-related offence, this 
allows [Bermuda] to (1) have universal standards; 
(2) to have a reservoir of information to use and a da-
tabase from all over the world, which means that we 
have the opportunity to apprehend persons [who use] 
firearms and bullets in offences; and (3) it limits the 
cost of bringing experts to Bermuda. 
 So, yes. Putting all of these elements togeth-
er, it aids in the swift arrest and prosecution of those 
who are committing gun-related crimes in Bermuda, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any supplementaries? 
 No supplementaries. 
 You can do a supplementary. You have not 
indicated you [have] a question for him. Would you 
like to do a supplementary?  

 
Mr. Jeff Baron: I ask your indulgence, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Being you are a new Member, I will 
indulge you for this time, Member Baron. But normal-
ly, you will come, and the procedure is that you inform 
the Speaker that you would like to ask a question. 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Indeed, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: But I will, through the indulgence, go 
ahead with your question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Deputy Premier, I do not need any 
assistance. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: I do not need any assistance. 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Perhaps that could have been cov-
ered in your training. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: AN INTEGRATED BALLISTIC 
 IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Thank you very much. 
 As it is a strong, normative presumption, as 
the Minister in December 2016 when the $1.3 million 
was actually secured, you would assume, many would 
assume, that I would support that; and they would be 
right. 
 My question to the Minister is, since his time 
as Minister, has there been any collaboration or con-
tact with the bar council regarding this initiative for, as 
you mention on page 2, the scope of evidential com-

parisons, which obviously widen? And I support that, 
and I think that is a great idea. But the fact that we are 
now including a whole breadth of new evidential com-
parisons, Mr. Speaker, I am wondering if the Minister 
has engaged whatsoever the defence bar council? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, we have not en-
gaged the Bermuda Bar Council. What is clear, we 
understand, this Government understands the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act and the elements that it 
takes to bring any matter to a successful prosecution. 
Whenever we are looking at the ballistics and how 
they are used, this system is using globally recog-
nised standards. And we have realised that it is in 
keeping with the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. 
So, in our opinion, there was no need to confer with 
the Bermuda Bar Association on this matter. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any supplementaries?  
 No supplementaries. No further Members 
have indicated they had questions for the Minister on 
that matter. 
 However, Minister, we are going to move on 
to your next Statement. And there are two Members 
who have indicated that they had questions. I am go-
ing to recognise those Members now.  

Again, Member from constituency 24, the 
Honourable Mr. Scott, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: CYBERSECURITY 
CONCERNS US ALL 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Minister just explain or confirm if this 
programme of the cybersecurity benefits the interna-
tional companies? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: The cybersecurity programme 
does benefit international companies. The Cybersecu-
rity Working Group, headed by Mr. Ronnie Viera, has 
elements and people from every different segment of 
our society. So, indeed, yes, it does consider interna-
tional businesses in Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Any supplementaries? 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. I am going to recognise the Min-
ister Scott to continue; then I will take yours afterward. 
 Member Scott. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, the Minister says that 
this benefits, obviously, the Government. It now bene-
fits international, private businesses. But can the Min-
ister tell us if this benefits the small entrepreneur, the 
small Bermudian-owned businesses, like The Hub, 
[Bermuda] Source, things like that, those type of busi-
nesses? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, it indeed does. A 
big part of the working group . . . the working group’s 
plan is for an education component. We have high-
lighted that with small businesses, they have the op-
portunity to basic things—changing passwords, back-
ing up their information in the cloud, looking at their 
service. Those are things that, whilst they might not 
have IT personnel that they are paying much money 
to, there are little things that the smaller businesses 
can do to protect their businesses and their organisa-
tions, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 We had a supplementary. The Honourable 
Member from constituency 25, the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Baron. You would like to ask your supplemen-
tary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, yes. 
 Mr. Speaker, will the Minister inform us, will 
there be any further engagement with our local cyber 
insurance underwriters? This is a new market, I would 
say about five years old, an emerging market in Ber-
muda, as you know, in insurance, cyber risk insur-
ance. The local cyber insurance underwriters were not 
entirely represented for this initial and very worthy 
framework, and also very worthy consortium. But will 
the Minister be engaging with that specific set of pro-
fessionals, the cybersecurity underwriters? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, the working group 
headed by Mr. Ronnie Viera is . . . the initiative is on-
going. We have the opportunity to meet all stakehold-
ers. At this stage, it is coming out of the genesis and 
from the embryonic stage. And we will be consulting 
with every element of the cybersecurity community in 
Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any supplementary? 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Second supplementary. 

The Speaker: Supplementary. The Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 25, the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Baron. 
 
Mr. Jeff Baron: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I pull that thread regarding the original 
question about how this will impact both big and small, 
to what extent will the Minister be implementing or 
begging the cybersecurity information coming not from 
just the council, but also from these types of frame-
works and consortiums into the Emergency Measures 
Organisation [EMO] platform and also public adviso-
ry? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, at the security 
forum, one of the key members was the EMO Officer 
for the Bermuda Government. He will be interwoven 
into this, every element. The parliamentary subcom-
mittee is looking specifically at every element, which 
goes from looking at the cybersecurity from a gov-
ernment perspective and from a business perspective, 
and looking at the continuum that sees the EMO being 
integrated with this entire process, as a fulsome ap-
proach to the new cybersecurity. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is something that we believe 
is exceedingly important to Bermuda. And the plan is 
to look at this with the working group, and it is a work 
in progress. And we want to implement it not only 
through business, but with the EMO, and working di-
rectly through every element of the business commu-
nity, through the government and with the Emergency 
Measures Organisation, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any supplementaries? 
 We have a further Member who indicated that 
he had a question. I will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 22. Honourable Member 
Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: CYBERSECURITY 
CONCERNS US ALL 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In the Minister’s Statement, he says that “we 
[all] . . . share the responsibility to ensure that we are 
well prepared to identify and manage cybersecurity 
risks wherever [they are] and whenever they appear.” 
The Honourable Member will be aware that one of the 
largest issues with respect to cybersecurity breaches 
is the release of personal information. And the Hon-
ourable Member will also be aware, I believe, that the 
Personal Information Protection Act [PIPA] addresses 
this particular issue of the disclosure of breaches by 
companies in Bermuda wherever and however they 
may happen. 
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 Could the Honourable Member speak to 
where the Government is with respect to advancing 
. . . the bringing into course of the PIPA legislation at 
this stage in order to provide some protection for the 
personal information of Bermudians? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, the legislation that 
the Member speaks of is the PIPA legislation. The 
PIPA legislation is being considered, and it will be with 
the Cabinet in the not-too-distant future. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? I recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 22. The Honourable Mem-
ber Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Supplementary with regard to the PIPA legislation. 

Could the Honourable Member or maybe one 
of his colleagues speak to where we are with respect 
to the setting up of the Privacy Commissioner’s Office, 
which would help to advance this particular PIPA leg-
islation? 

 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. We recognise Mr. Prem-
ier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I thank the Honourable Member for his 
question. 
 As my Minister indicated, these are matters 
which are coming before the Cabinet shortly. And we 
will undertake to give an update to this House at that 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any supplementary? 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: No, Mr. Speaker. This 
will be another question. 
 
The Speaker: Another question, your third question. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Second question, actual-
ly. 
 
The Speaker: Second question. Yes, second ques-
tion. 
 

QUESTION 2: CYBERSECURITY 
CONCERNS US ALL 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. I appreciate 
the Honourable Member’s answer on that. 

 Could the Honourable Minister speak to what 
further steps the Government is likely to take with re-
spect to working with the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology (NIST) organisation? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, as said in the pre-
vious [responses], we have a working group and a 
subgroup. We are putting together a national strategy 
on cybersecurity. In the not-too-distant future we will 
be able to roll out each and every element and to ex-
plain to this House in fulsome with reference to the 
NIST, with reference to all pieces of legislation going 
forward, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
yes. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Supplementary.  
 Would the Honourable Member be aware that, 
when former Permanent Secretary Bill Francis and I 
visited NIST to actually set up the seminar which oc-
curred a day or so ago, at the time NIST actually of-
fered—and they do this with other countries, as well—
to provide internships which might be of use to both 
the government and the private sector? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: I was not aware of that, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or new question? New 
question? 
 

QUESTION 3: CYBERSECURITY 
CONCERNS US ALL 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: New question. 
 I think the Honourable Member may have ad-
dressed this to some degree. But I would be interest-
ed to know what the Honourable Member’s timeline is 
in terms of addressing not only Government’s issues 
with respect to cybersecurity, but also critical national 
infrastructure, such as the hospital and BELCO and 
other important structures. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: We understand how significant 
this is to the country to protect our national vital as-
sets. The working group and the parliamentary sub-
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committee, we have these things directly in front of us. 
We have a plan to put everything together. And whilst 
we cannot give a timeline, Mr. Speaker, this is a grow-
ing and important element of what we are doing. And 
we will endeavour to work to have a timeline to this 
House as soon as it is practicable. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 The last questions on Statements would be 
that of the Premier, the Premier’s Statement in refer-
ence to the whitelist. We have one Member; the Hon-
ourable Member, the Opposition Leader, who has in-
dicated she has a question. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: BERMUDA PLACED ON FRANCE'S 
“WHITELIST” FOR COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY RE-

PORTING 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on page 2 of the Premier’s 
Statement, he indicated that the simple reason for 
Bermuda’s being on the whitelist is that Bermuda has 
satisfied the technical requirements, and he has listed 
the technical requirements. My question to the Prem-
ier is, when were the technical requirements identified 
and when did the work begin, to make sure that we 
were in compliance with those technical require-
ments? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell the Honourable 
[Member] when the work began or when it was com-
pleted. But I can assure the Honourable [Member] that 
the work was begun before I took this office. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, supplemen-
tary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Is the Premier 
saying that this work was undertaken under the previ-
ous One Bermuda Alliance administration by the for-
mer Government? Only to clarify for the record, Mr. 
Speaker, since there seems to be a tendency to want 
to write out the OBA’s accomplishments from the his-
tory books. 

The Speaker: Put your question. He will respond. Put 
your question. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in response to the 
Honourable Opposition Leader’s question, I think that 
it would be common sense. If I said that it was done 
prior to my taking of this office, then that would be the 
case. However, the reason why we are reporting to 
this House in the spirit of transparency is that our 
team was in France last week on technical-level meet-
ings and was able to reveal this, as this is a new de-
velopment. This is what we are doing here in this 
House. But, clearly, this is not the first time that a Min-
ister of Finance has stood up in this House, speaking 
about the work that is being done. It is the same type 
of work that was done in our previous Progressive 
Labour Party Government, and it is the work that will 
continue. 

And I do not believe that it makes any point 
[or] sense trying to score one-upmanship on the mat-
ters of protecting our international reputation, which I 
think both sides of this House have worked very well 
on in the past, and I expect that we will continue that 
collaboration in the future, Mr. Speaker. 

 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. 
 Supplementary? I recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 19, Honourable . . . Mem-
ber, Jeanne Atherden. (I’m stumbling over your name 
today, dear.) 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: That is okay. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Obviously, like Bermuda, I am very pleased to 
see that we are whitelisted, because I do remember 
the previous Minister talking about having to protect 
us from being potentially blacklisted. So I know that 
France is one of those countries that we had to really 
pay special attention to. So my question is, the Fi-
nance Minister has indicated that he is going off very 
shortly for some other trips. And I wondered whether 
those trips are related to having conversations with 
other countries who might be thinking about 
(quote/unquote) “putting us on the blacklist.” 
 And also (and I am sure that I am saying this, 
and he will release it and will do it), that keeping us 
informed of the progress that we make lets Bermuda 
know that we are protecting our interests, because we 
know that staying off the list and getting on the right 
side is very important to our revenues and our pros-
perity. 
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The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon-
ourable Shadow Minister for her question, and she is 
correct that when we are going to the European Un-
ion, we are going to meet with representatives from 
various European Union countries because we think 
that it is important, as the United Kingdom exits the 
European Union, that we have our own relationships 
to ensure that Bermuda’s story is being told in the 
best possible light. So, yes, there will be a number of 
meetings that will take place with a number of coun-
tries. And those countries have been identified. 
 And what I will say is that I will continue to 
undertake to update this House and the country. As I 
said, we work very well with our international partners, 
specifically, the Association of Bermuda Insurers and 
Reinsurers and others, in not only the United States, 
but inside the European Union. And we will continue 
that engagement, as was stated inside of this Gov-
ernment’s Throne Speech, as well. We are going to 
increase that engagement because it is vital. The cost 
in the short term will be negligible as opposed to the 
damage in the long term that can be inflicted upon our 
economy should there be any damaging listing that is 
done by the European Union to Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Any supplementaries? 
 No supplementaries. This brings us to a close 
of the Question Period. And we now move on.  
 Madam Clerk. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: But before we move on, I just want to 
recognise that in the Gallery we have Senator Hay-
ward. 

Senator Hayward, we recognise you in our 
Chambers this morning. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: We now move on to congratulations 
and condolences. 
 I recognise the Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask that this Honourable 
House, the entire House, send congratulations to 

Bermuda’s own Flora Duffy, who has represented 
Bermuda in stunning fashion— 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: —by becoming the world’s top 
female triathlete, by winning the second-in-a-row con-
secutive ITU [International Triathlon Union] World Tri-
athlon series last weekend. Ms. Duffy is a true 
sportswoman, and she has shown immense commit-
ment, perseverance, and discipline in pursuit of her 
athletic achievements. Her pride in her homeland 
shines through when she competes internationally, 
and I am certain, Mr. Speaker, that the entire House 
would like to be associated with these remarks of an 
incredible Bermudian. 
 In addition, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
congratulations to Ms. Kallie Marcus for opening up a 
second location of her Kinetix yoga studio, on Union 
Street, next week. What is important, Mr. Speaker, is 
that when we see Bermudian entrepreneurs investing 
in their community, especially in Economic Empower-
ment Zones [EEZ] in their country, they should be 
supported. And I welcome the new opening of her 
new facility, and look forward to actually attending a 
yoga class. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Absolutely, I am going to try. 
These are things I have been told to do to get fit. 
 On a sad note, Mr. Speaker, and we had a lot 
of congrats and obits last week, I want to ask that 
condolences be sent to the family of Mr. Kenneth 
George Caines, who passed away on the 15th of June 
2017. There would be many who would have known 
Elder Caines. I had known Elder Caines since I was a 
very young man, at the Shiloh Gospel Chapel, where I 
used to attend as a young man. 
 
The Speaker: Did attend? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And he then went on to be at 
Cornerstone, and then New Testament [Church of 
God]. The one thing I would say, Mr. Speaker, is that, 
as I said, I had known him all my life. He had a very 
wonderful family, and I would like to have a letter of 
condolences sent to his family. 
 In addition, I would like to have a letter of 
condolences, please, sent to the family of Mr. Collins 
Smith, who passed away on August 11th, 2017. 
 
The Speaker: I think you are associating yourself; it 
was done last week. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Oh, that was done?  

Oh, someone did do Collins last week?  
Thank you, because I had missed that. 
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The Speaker: No problem. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I would like to associate myself 
with those condolences, Mr. Speaker. Collins was a 
constituent of mine, Mr. Speaker, and someone whom 
I got to know reasonably well. I was pleased to give a 
tribute at his home-going ceremony, and I wanted at 
least to be associated with those remarks, for the rec-
ord in this House. 
 
The Speaker: Sure. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 22, the Honourable Member Gibbons. 
Honourable Member Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to ask that 
congratulations be sent to Lombard Odier Trust on 
their 40th anniversary in Bermuda. I think Honourable 
Members will be aware that Lombard Odier (now 
Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch) is one of the oldest 
foreign trust companies established in Bermuda. It 
was actually formed in either 1976 or 1977. It was ac-
tually formed by the father, Mr. Odier, of the current 
Managing Partner of Lombard Odier, Patrick Odier, 
who is actually in Bermuda at the present time. This is 
a Swiss bank that goes back some seven generations 
of families. And the Bermuda office has been a big 
contributor to our trust business on-Island. And I think 
there are some 22 people who are currently employed 
there. But I would ask that congratulations be sent to 
the company for their faith and confidence in Bermu-
da, and the contribution they have made to our econ-
omy over the years. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 21. The Honourable Member Commis-
siong, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to offer condolences to the family 
of Mr. Edward “Eddie” Roosevelt Arnim Minors. He 
passed away recently. He was a constituent of mine, 
a great Bermudian. He was also the significant other 
of Janet “Pinky” Todd. And so, the condolences are 
extended to her, as well. 
 Secondly, we have the passing of Ms. Norma 
Pooley, another constituent, who resided in the Eliza-
beth Hills senior residences up at Happy Valley. She 
is the mother of Cheryl Pooley, a well-known (I guess 
you would say) advocate, activist, a writer who opines 
on numerous, important topics, as you will find her 

pieces and her opinions in the various newspapers 
over the last 15 years. And so, that was Cheryl 
Pooley’s mother. My condolences go out to Ms. 
Pooley and other family members. 
 Mr. Speaker, very quickly, last week I was a 
little slow, I guess, in dealing with the congratulations. 
And I want to just reiterate this again, if I may, with 
your indulgence. I just want to congratulate Waleed 
Lightbourne. His story was featured in the last . . . I 
think about a week and a half ago or two weeks ago, 
as a male nurse. He has just achieved his certifica-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: So you are associating yourself with 
what was done last week? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Well, you are associating yourself? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am associating myself 
with the comments I made last week, and the Gov-
ernment Whip, Mr. Michael Weeks, also. I highlight 
that particular because— 
 
The Speaker: Well, you made the comment last 
week? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Oh, okay. Well, you associate yourself 
with what he did. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. I am associating my-
self. 
 
The Speaker: But if you had made it last week, I 
would not allow you to go back to it. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes, okay. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. Associate yourself. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And thank you, so we can 
untie this knot here. 
 I just want to say I thought it was very im-
portant, and I am glad that the Government Whip had 
made mention of Mr. Lightbourne’s achievements, 
because of the fact that, if there is one area that is 
going to represent growth for employment, it is going 
to be within the health sector. And [Waleed], I think, 
provides a great example for our young men to con-
sider [nursing] as a viable professional opportunity for 
themselves. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
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 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 8.  

The Honourable Mr. Simons, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to commend 
our secondary school teachers and principals for the 
fine work that they have done for the graduating class 
of 2017. Mr. Speaker, many of those students were 
accepted at world-class universities such as McGill, 
Tisch Art School, Stamford University, Cambridge, 
University of London, Princeton, London School of 
Economics, King’s College, and Johnson & Wales. 
Mr. Speaker, this speaks to the quality of education 
that we are affording our young people today. 
 Having said that, I would like to highlight some 
of the successes and the high-flyers of this year. Mr. 
Speaker, as far as the idea is concerned, we had 
about six or seven students who exceeded the mark, 
40 out of 45. One student, Brianna, got a perfect 45 
out of 45. Her name is Brianna Mendes. Megan Sut-
cliffe had 44 out of 45; Georgia Bower had 43 out of 
45; Emma O’Donnell had 41 out of 45; Zach Myer got 
43 out of 45; Brian Darling got 41 out of 45. Mr. 
Speaker, these grades, these results put these young 
people in the top 5 per cent around the world. And so, 
they should be saluted for their performance. 
 In addition, I want to recognise the work being 
done at the Berkeley Institute, and I salute Ms. Lauren 
Genevieve for her achievement and success. She 
was accepted at Tisch Art School, and that is one of 
the world-class art schools. 
 I would like to also salute Kaisha Simons, Ti-
ara Brown, Tiara Ray, Viaire Robinson, Isaiah Todd, 
Tujay Trott, JeKara Tucker, Shannon Williams. They 
have graduated with honours at the CedarBridge, and 
have done exceedingly well and have been accepted 
at a number of world-class universities. So again, to 
CedarBridge, I commend you for the work that you are 
doing. 
 In addition, I would like to recognise a young-
er graduate. This lady is just about 16 years old, and 
she got 100 per cent on her GCSEs. Her name is 
Madison Quig. She got 11 A*s. 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Eleven A*s, with a perfect 
score. So again, things are doing well. And also, I am 
pleased to note that private schools and the leader-
ship of our private schools are currently working with 
the leadership of Bermuda’s Government so that there 
may be some cross-fertilisation and that we can all 
work for the best interests of our students in Bermuda. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Would any other Member wish to 
speak? 

 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Simmons from constituency 32. Honourable Member, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Thank you very much, and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wish to ask that congratulations be sent, af-
ter having attended the general PTA meeting, at Dal-
ton E. Tucker most recently, a few days ago. They 
have selected a new executive team. Mr. Speaker, as 
we know, the work in schools is a difficult job. But they 
had a spirited meeting. I was surprised to see so 
many who had turned out, those who served prior and 
those who are now serving in that capacity. And I wish 
to recognise the newly elected President, Shayla 
Wade; Chairman, Ms. Kayla Thompson; Secretary, 
Ms. Shelvina Caines; Treasurer, Ms. Tanami Davis; 
and I also want to recognise Kiwanna Eve, Parent 
Representative Chairman. 
 Also, I would like to ask, Mr. Speaker, on a 
lighter note, that there be congratulations sent to Beau 
Rivage’s owner/operator and, of course, its master 
chef, Mr. Jean Claude Garzia. I had the opportunity of 
working with him at another hotel in the past. And he 
has distinguished himself and his trade. And when 
hoteliers and restaurateurs decide that they are going 
to raise the level, raise the bar and also to create a 
profile for their restaurants—and also in creating that 
profile—they create a buzz in Bermuda that is good 
for tourism. And so, I would like to ask that congratula-
tions be sent. He has recently acquired what is known 
as probably one or two or three of the only ones in the 
world, which is what is known as a crustacean press. 
It is designed specifically to enhance the meals that 
you have. And I think that when a restaurateur or a 
chef takes the time out to do these things, it is indeed 
notable. I ask that he be congratulated for that. 
 Also, and lastly, Mr. Speaker, it is possibly a 
surprise, but I rise today to ask that . . . and as I ob-
served the absence of VSB News 106.1, I recognised 
that they no longer exist. I may not have agreed many 
times with the things that were presented—I may not 
have, necessarily—and took umbrage on some things 
that were said. I do believe that there is a time when 
we recognise a legacy; we recognise significance in 
our community. And in media, I do believe Mr. Ken-
neth DeFontes and those who owned it may very well 
have distinguished themselves in our community and 
did a good job. And I ask that a letter of congratula-
tions be sent to them on the completion of that tour 
and the completion of that presentation of that news. It 
will be sorely missed as it relates to information. They 
provided a lot. And I wish to recognise them at this 
time. 
 Thank you very much for your time. 
 
The Speaker: Is there any other Member? 
 I recognise the Deputy Premier.  
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Deputy Premier, you have the floor, Honoura-
ble Member. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise for a note of congratulations. Last week, 
a noted institution of this Island, which has been a part 
of the history of over the past 60 or more years, cele-
brated something important. They celebrated the 
burning of their mortgage. This is the Devonshire Rec-
reation Club. And I just want to ensure that they are 
given congratulations, because that club has been a 
pillar for, certainly, the central community of this coun-
try, particularly for Devonshire. It is a club that has 
been a pioneer in many ways, with not only for its es-
tablishment, but having women involved with the club. 
Its current president now is a Bermudian woman. It is 
one of the first clubs to have women as members. 
Namely, the former late Dame Lois Browne-Evans 
was the first woman member, I believe. And it has 
certainly played a significant history amongst the fami-
ly of the Bermuda Progressive Labour Party. And any 
time an institution that has been set up to empower its 
community reaches a great achievement, this should 
be noted.  
 I just want to also, just for a moment, mention 
some of the people who were pivotal in the beginning 
of that club and reaching its establishment, as well as 
this achievement, but started that road of which was 
completed by the current generation of clubs: Herbert 
George, Attride Stirling, David Emanuel Augustus, 
Matthew Franklin, James Wilkie, Garfield Furbert, 
Wilfred Livingston Furbert, Simon Degraff, Charles 
William Thompson. Perhaps some people in this 
House are relatives or descendants of these gentle-
men. So I am happy to ask that we provide a congrat-
ulatory note on their behalf. A number of Members on 
this side— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Certainly all of them on this 
side of the House want to be associated with this 
great achievement. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: All of the Members of the 
Progressive Labour Party in this House— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And perhaps it is appropriate 
that the whole House be associated with this, because 
certainly we all recognise the significance of the Rec, 
as it is known. They are a part of the family . . . and 
myself and the Honourable Member who is the Whip 
share . . . and also, I believe it is a part of the constit-
uency of my honourable friend from constituency 14, 
who is not here today. I am sorry; I am sorry—the 

Member, Mr. Caines, the Honourable Member. It is in 
his constituency, and actually is a meeting point for 
South— 
 
The Speaker: Time is about to expire. Thank you, 
thank you, Deputy. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you for that, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Does any other Member?  
 I recognise the Leader of the Opposition. 
Madam Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will associate with the com-
ments particularly, and although he asked the whole 
House to be associated, it would be remiss if I did not 
mention that Devonshire Recreation Club was almost 
a home for me in the mid-1960s, as that was the 
home of softball and certainly where I learned a lot of 
my skills and ultimately was able to move on to be a 
member of the Big Blue Machine, which emanated 
from the teams that competed at Devonshire Recrea-
tion Club. So, I certainly would like to be associated 
with the congratulations to them. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask for three condolenc-
es to be sent. Firstly, to the family of the late Maureen 
Bitsy Phillips-Hart, from Chochrane Road in Sandys. 
Bitsy, as I can say, was probably a larger-than-life 
individual, absolutely fun-loving. If you knew Bitsy, you 
knew everything about her. She radiated just by ob-
serving her. And she passed a couple of months ago 
(well, mid-August). And I would like to ask that condo-
lences be sent to her family. 
 In addition, over the summer, Mr. Speaker, we 
lost Ouida Bean. Ouida Bean was a travel agent. And 
when I say the epitome of elegance for a young wom-
an . . . I am noticing the Honourable Member Michael 
Scott, and the Honourable Member Walton Brown, 
who are asking to be associated with these condo-
lences. But Ouida Bean was one who was not very 
old. She did not manage to be with us for very, very 
long, but she certainly made her mark on our commu-
nity. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, I would also ask that we 
send condolences to the family of Winston Eve. Any-
body who knew that [maroon coloured] taxi T-1531 
knew Winston Eve. He was from Vesey Street in Dev-
onshire. He was a brother to Lucille Woolridge, Lois 
Burt—an absolutely fun-loving guy and a true ambas-
sador to Bermuda in the taxi industry. 
 And while I associate myself with the remarks 
of the Premier respecting Flora Duffy, let me just say 
that it was with tremendous pride, Mr. Speaker, that I 
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watched Flora last weekend as she took the podium 
not once, but twice—once for being the overall cham-
pion for the world. And she only needed, Mr. Speaker, 
to have attained seventh place in order to be winner 
overall. But she won Rotterdam. So she was able to 
stand on the podium as the winner in Rotterdam, 
stand on the podium to accept the honours of being 
the worldwide champion for the year series, as well as 
the honour that will be bestowed upon her by her alma 
mater, Warwick Academy, who will be naming their 
swimming facility after Flora Duffy. Indeed, Mr. 
Speaker, this is a woman of whom we can all be 
proud of her achievements, as she has certainly put 
Bermuda on the map. 
 And as I can briefly say, Mr. Speaker, as she 
was being lauded by the commentators, they also 
mentioned Tyler Butterfield and other Bermudians. So 
they spoke about Bermuda as they were focusing on 
what Flora’s accomplishments were. So we show that 
we are good, around the world. 
 
The Speaker: Time has expired, Madam. Thank you 
for your comments. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Any other Members? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 6. The Honourable Member Furbert, you 
have the floor. 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to first of all be as-
sociated with the remarks coming from the Honoura-
ble Member Grant Gibbons, from constituency 22, in 
regard to Lombard Odier for their reaching another 
milestone. I was, as a matter of fact, one of their ex-
ternal auditors when they had staff of only about two 
people. So, I remember that very vividly, now that they 
have grown significantly over that period, I think it was 
1976 to now. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to bring condo-
lence—  
 
An Hon. Member: Bring condolence? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Bring condolence. And it is 
not a laughing matter from the Members, but regard-
ing the unfortunate circumstances that have hap-
pened to our brothers and sisters in the south, regard-
ing Puerto Rico, Barbuda, the whole House—and 
Dominica, any other particular . . . Turks and Caicos, 
and the list goes on and on. But to see the devasta-
tion that has taken place down there literally brought a 
tear to my eyes a couple of days ago, recognising that 
we as a country are blessed. This speaks very much 
for the Bermuda High. I am talking about the Bermuda 
High, as far as the weather is concerned, that has 

kept [many] hurricanes [from touching] us. And it is 
only for the (I guess I can say this in this House) only 
for the grace of God that we have been spared from 
the devastation that has taken place. 
 I must admit that our planning and our homes 
are much stronger, considering what is happening out 
there. But you wonder, Mr. Speaker, what is going to 
happen to so many people who have lost homes and 
lost things down there. Everything that you can spare 
. . . I forget the Minister, the Prime Minister in Domini-
ca said that, We have lost everything that money can 
buy! Everything that money can buy. I mean, just in 
the imagination, Mr. Speaker . . . and I am hoping that 
we, as a country that has been so blessed, can find 
some way to give to those individuals, or give to those 
countries, in some small way. I know right now we 
have the Regiment down there and, I think, the police 
are down there. But it is going to take much more than 
that. So Hurricane Maria, Jose, and all the rest of 
them—we can send a message that, despite [the fact 
that you were] destroyed, we care about those indi-
viduals. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to congratulate 
you, and I think it should at least be on the record, that 
for the first time we have a father-and-son team in this 
House. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It was done last week? 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Then I would like to be as-
sociated with those remarks. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I think it is remarkable. 
 
The Speaker: Time is ticking. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: How much time do I have 
left, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: No time. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That it is. 
 
The Speaker: No time! Thank you for your comments. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So long! Bye-bye! 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Member from con-
stituency 19. Honourable Member, you have the floor. 
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Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like congratulations to be 
sent to the organisers of the CPA Bermuda Women’s 
[Leadership] Conference. This conference was held 
on September 19th at Fairmont Hamilton Princess. 
And I think what is so significant—I attended with lots 
of other women and also some men—was the fact 
that this talked about the importance of incorporating 
ethical values within the workplace. And I think this is 
very significant because this was based on the re-
search of convicted white-collar felons. And it remind-
ed everybody about not only the fact that white-collar 
crime takes place in businesses, but also the ongoing 
impact that it has in terms of the costs to the compa-
ny, to the country, or whatever—but also the fact that 
if persons do not come forward to [corroborate] that 
things have happened, then it means that people get 
away with things. 
 So, the second thing that I also want to indi-
cate is that another part of the conference was talking 
about incivility in the workplace. And one does not 
think about incivility, rudeness or discourteousness, 
about the fact that you are thinking all about the inter-
actions between individuals, the social impact. But we 
keep forgetting that it also has importance upon busi-
ness in terms of business operations. And actually, it 
has been able to demonstrate how incivility can harm 
the operations and the bottom line of companies. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the congratulations that have been given with 
respect to Flora Duffy. And I just want to say one 
thing. In addition to just enjoying the whole event, I 
was impressed with the fact that the announcers 
talked about the triathlon that is going to be held in 
Bermuda next year, and they gave us lots of play. And 
this, to me, is what it was all about, why next year we 
are going to have Bermuda even more exposed. And 
they talked so much about not just triathlon, but also 
what Bermuda has to offer. 
 With respect to a sad note, I would like to be 
associated with the condolences to the families of Bit-
sy Phillips-Hart and Ouida Bean. These were individ-
uals . . . you know, you turn around and when you 
look at people who are younger than you, you realise 
that something is catching up with you. 
 But thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and I 
would like to have those things sent. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam. 
 I now recognise (are you on your feet?) the 
Honourable Member from constituency 36. Honoura-
ble Member Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, could this House please send a 
note of congratulations to Bishop Lynn Landy and his 
lovely wife, Elder Laquita Landy, on the occasion of 
the 20th pastoral anniversary of their ministry, over in 
Dockyard at the Agape Faith Kingdom Ministries? 

They celebrated on the 10th, and under an anointed 
sermon by a former police officer, Reverend Clarke A. 
D. Minors, “Back to Theology.” We enjoyed a most 
stimulating and spiritual time. But Bishop Landy and 
his partner in life continue to move beyond the mile-
stone, upwards into 20 years. And so, they are to be 
congratulated, and we want to do everything possible 
to continue to support their ministry. 
 I would like to be associated . . . I have asso-
ciated myself with the condolences for Ouida, with 
whom I was always dear friends. She, Julian Hall, all 
of us used to hang out all the time. 
 And to Ms. Bitsy Hart, may I be associated 
with the condolences for that lady. 
 Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 7. The Honourable Member Richards, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like congratulations to be 
sent to a constituent of mine, a young man, Mr. Barry 
Gibbons, and his organisation, the Devil’s Hole Fami-
ly. You know, you always hear about young people—
you hear the bad news about young people in our 
community. This is a young man from the Devil’s Hole 
community who took it upon himself three years ago 
to start a Back2 School Community Fun Day. So on 
Sunday, September the 3rd, the third annual event that 
was put on. It is for the young people in the communi-
ty, but it is also a day when the whole Devil’s Hole 
community comes together. They have swimming, 
they have jet ski rides. They had a banana boat out 
there. They played games, there was music. And the 
beautiful part was that, I think, about probably over 50 
bags of school supplies were given away to the young 
people who came, at no cost. So it is a beautiful thing. 
And I just want to just big-up Mr. Gibbons because he 
took it upon himself to start this Back To School 
Community Fun Day. 
 Switching gears, I also would like to be asso-
ciated with the accolades due to Flora Duffy. But I am 
going to divert a little bit because Mr. Patrick Single-
ton, of the Bermuda Broadcasting Company [BBC]. I 
saw him on the news earlier this week, and he was 
speaking about what they had to do in order to get 
that live broadcast of Flora Duffy repeating as cham-
pion, to Bermuda. You know, they have invested a lot 
of their infrastructure up there, and it was really crea-
tive to hear Patrick talk about how they had to use 
different feeds and . . . you know, I am not a real 
technical person. But a lot of this stuff was available 
because of the investment into their infrastructure that 
they made. And I just want to congratulate him and 
the BBC because, without that investment in their in-
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frastructure, we would not have seen that broadcast 
live. And I just happened upon it. I was channel-
surfing, and I came across this event. And I said, 
What’s going on here? And it ruined my whole day 
because I ended up watching that. I could not stop 
watching it; it was an amazing event. 
 
The Speaker: It enhanced your day. It did not ruin 
your day, did it? It enhanced your day, helped your 
day. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. Yes. So it was very 
good. 
 So, I just want to congratulate BBC and Pat-
rick Singleton for the innovations that they are doing 
up there in their broadcasting. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Does any other Member? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Minister 
Foggo.  
 Minister Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to give condolences 
to the Burchall family for the loss of their son and 
brother, Julian Burchall. 

I would like to likewise give condolences to 
the Pitcher family for the loss of a well-known cricketer 
and umpire, Wilbur Pitcher, whom we lost earlier this 
year. Mr. Pitcher–– all I could say is that Mr. Pitcher, 
who was a well-known electrician, was much better 
known to all of Bermuda as— 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Oops! That is not yours. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: —a well-trained cricketer who 
showed his cricket skills and acumen on the cricket 
pitch every time. Condolences to his family. I would 
like to associate the Honourable Kim Swan, as well, 
with these remarks. 
 Mr. Speaker, moving on, I would like to pro-
vide congratulatory remarks to the St. David’s Primary 
School for, once again, their primary 6 students ac-
quitting themselves extremely well. It was evidenced 
by their results in the Cambridge exams, Mr. Speaker. 
[Also the] St. David’s junior cricket team were the win-
ners of the eastern counties, the Junior Eastern Coun-
ties match. And congrats go out to them. The senior 
cricket team for St. David’s is likewise deserving of 
congratulatory remarks for winning the Cricket League 
again this year. And they also won the Twenty20. So, 
St. David’s is really putting itself on the map with— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Not trying—demonstrating 
that. And with those remarks, Mr. Speaker, I will take 
my seat. 
 
The Speaker: I hope these Bailey’s Bay comments 
did not make you take your seat sooner. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to 
speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 1. The Honourable Member Ming, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: I would like to take this time to ex-
tend condolences to the family of Shirley Trott, from 
Wellington Back Road. I am going to associate MP 
Swan with these comments, and also MP Foggo. Ms. 
Trott, known on the Wellington Back Road side, was 
known as “FBI.” And the reason for that is because if 
you happened to come into that neighbourhood, we 
would have known. So, if any of you guys visited, she 
definitely would have reported to us that some sort of 
immigrant had visited St. George’s, and we would 
have known about it. We would have known what you 
were driving and what you were wearing. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: But just to let her family know that 
they are in our thoughts and prayers, and that in that 
neighbourhood, I can tell you there is just definitely a 
miss. And a lot of it was because of the fact that she 
took to heart having thy neighbour’s back, because 
she did that all the time. 
 I also want to say a big, hearty Happy 80th 
Birthday! to Mr. Louis Ming, PLP stalwart, BIU [Ber-
muda Industrial Union], you name it. If you heard his 
résumé and his CV from people who actually love and 
adore him . . . I associate the entire Progressive La-
bour Party with these comments. He celebrated it on 
Saturday. He was completely surprised, Mr. Speaker. 
And he is one who is still active in his community, and 
will probably be canvassing with me sometime this 
weekend. And we just want to make sure that we let 
him know that he is in our thoughts at this time. 
 And also, just a quick congratulations to the 
Tobacco Bay concession stand, the Beach Boys Ltd., 
on winning the TripExpert Experts’ [Choice] Award 
last week sometime, just letting them know that they 
have got a great product. It seems to be working, and 
maybe we can just keep working to improve it. 
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 And I just want to be associated with the 
comments for Kallie Marcus, Devonshire Recreation 
Club, and Mr. Wilbur Pitcher. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member . . . We recognise the 
Honourable Member from constituency 11. Honoura-
ble Member Famous, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Firstly, I want to give condolences to all the 
victims of Hurricane Maria throughout the Caribbean. 
As my colleague, MP Furbert, spoke, it could be us 
tomorrow. 
 I want to give congrats to Mr. Desmond 
Crockwell and Mr. Lynwood Richardson for putting on 
a community event tomorrow down in Parsons Road. 
They are doing a lot of work to help affect the youth. 
And we all should support them. 
 I want to give congrats to Harrington Sound 
Primary School for raising nearly $1,000 for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Irma.  
 I want to give congrats also to the West Indian 
Association for organising a cruise tomorrow that is 
going to raise funds for hurricane relief to the Carib-
bean. And I want to challenge Members in the House 
if they can contribute to that fund as well, Mr. Speak-
er. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 2, the Honourable Member, Mr. Swan. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a very sad note, I would like 
to be associated with the condolences to the family of 
Ms. Shirley Marion Trott. As the Honourable Member 
from St. George’s, constituency 1, quite rightly said, 
Ms. Trott was well known to me in the community. Her 
sons and her husband, Dickty Trott, well known. Law-
rence and all of her sons—great people in the com-
munity, Yuk Yuk’s, great cricketers, Cup Match play-
ers. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Right. What can we say? 
Her entire family is from the East End, and we are 
deeply saddened by her passing. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Vina Outerbridge (nee 
Philpott), a very dear friend of mine, passed away, 
from Mullet Bay. But many in Bermuda will remember 
her from her days at Specialty Inn—a no-nonsense 
waitress who took pride in her work. Mr. Speaker, this 
lady was so proud to do her job. And one of her fond-
est memories was having served President Jimmy 

Carter, to have received a photo with his signature 
and its being placed in her house. And I am sure I as-
sociate all of Bermuda, all of this House, with those 
remarks with regard to condolences to her family. Le-
on Outerbridge mourns her—Wendy and Levon and 
Calvin, and the late Vianne’s family, and her grandson 
Calvin Philpott. Indeed, she will be sorely missed. She 
was very, very straightforward and forthcoming. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, St. George’s Cricket 
Club are on the move! We are now First Division 
champions and will play in the One Premier Division 
next year, a sign of good things to come. 
 
The Speaker: Well . . . well . . . well . . . 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: To Captain Macai [Sim-
mons] and President Neil [Paynter], as we celebrate a 
milestone with a ball in November, we will celebrate 
even more next year, 2018. 
 
The Speaker: You are not associating the Member 
from constituency 1? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I am associating the 
whole House— 
 
The Speaker: Well, well, well . . . well, well. . . 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —with the message of 
celebration that is going to take place in 2018, in 
Somerset, when we come up to see you, Mr. Speaker, 
with jubilation as we head back home! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Well, we welcome you. We welcome 
you. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: On that note, I just remind you your 
time has run out. But we welcome you next year be-
cause we know we are the club which will remain af-
terwards. 
 I recognise the Honourable Minister. Minister 
De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, I will not comment on 
where I think the cup is going to stay next year. But 
my honourable colleague who sits beside me, you 
know, he is going to get some sad news when he 
comes to Somerset next year. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I would certainly like to be 
associated with the condolences to the family of Eddie 
Minors, who passed this week. And, of course, his 
long-time partner, Pinky Todd, who is a good friend of 
mine, Mr. Speaker, and a very active person in not 
only the community, but she has been, as you will 
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know . . . she had many firsts as a female with regard 
to her cricket accomplishments over the years. So, my 
heart certainly goes out to Pinky Todd and the rest of 
the Minors family. 
 His father, Mr. Speaker, I would like say that I 
would claim to be the person who started the great 
Ludwig Cann off and running. We used to work to-
gether at SKB many years ago, Mr. Speaker. And we 
were up at a place that you are familiar with, Loyalty 
Inn. And we used to go up there on Fridays for lunch. 
And we had, you know, as we do, workmen, we had 
little trading conversations about who is the quickest 
runner. And that was Luddy’s first race. We raced 
from Loyalty Inn and back down to Rio Bay. So, you 
know, I would like to say that I played a big part. Of 
course, you know Luddy went on to wow the people of 
Bermuda with his dress and his participation in almost 
every road race. So, certainly, Eddie will be missed by 
many in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would also like to associate my congratula-
tions to Flora Duffy, Mr. Speaker. And that has been 
well documented throughout Bermuda, her talent, 
amazing talent and her amazing accomplishment. I 
would like to say to her, Keep on keeping on! Because 
not only is she an example to the triathletes in Bermu-
da, but I think Flora is an example to all of our other 
young athletes, whether they play cricket, triathlon, 
swimming, running, or what have you, Mr. Speaker. 
So I would certainly like to thank her for working so 
very hard to accomplish what she has accomplished. 
And my hope is that she inspires many, many other 
young athletes from across the sporting spectrum to 
reach the heights that she has reached. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any other Members wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 4. 
Honourable Member Furbert, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Tinee Furbert: Good morning, and thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 [I am] wanting to give congratulations to our 
Bermuda Government Scholarship winners and, actu-
ally, all the scholarship winners who have received 
scholarships this upcoming school term. We all know 
that it is very expensive for us to attend school over-
seas and that any help or assistance that is available, 
students quite need it and appreciate it. But I would 
also like to specifically highlight the special needs 
awards that were given through the Bermuda Gov-
ernment this year, which have not been given before, 
and to give students with special needs the opportuni-
ty to be able to receive funds. I would just like to con-
gratulate those students for their hard work in receiv-
ing those scholarships. 
 Also, I would just like to give a congratulatory 
remark to the Bermuda Alzheimer’s Support Group. 
They had a Tea and Hat Show this past weekend, 

which was well put on, in celebration of World Alz-
heimer’s Day, which was on Thursday, September the 
21st. And, as we all know, Bermuda has many seniors 
who you have to deal with Alzheimer’s and dementia. 
And so, it is just great to recognise all the hard work 
that caregivers have to put in in having to take care of 
persons with Alzheimer’s and dementia. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to speak 
on this item, condolences/congratulations? No further 
speakers? 

We will proceed on. Madam Clerk. 
  

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: I think we have two Government Bills.  
 Premier, would you like to introduce the first 
one? 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 

TOURISM INVESTMENT ACT 2017 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: the Tourism 
Investment Act 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 I believe there is a second [Bill]. Minister Wil-
son, would you like to have the floor? 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME 
AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 2017 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
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for the next day of meeting, namely, the Proceeds of 
Crime Amendment (No. 3) Act 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: Orders of the day. I understand that 
Order No. 1 will be taken up.  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Finance, would you like to 
lead off? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning again, Mr. Speak-
er, or I think we are moving to the afternoon. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Companies 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017 be now read the second 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Approved. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bill before the House is the 
Companies Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017. The objec-
tive of this Bill is to make a retrospective amendment 
to the Fifth Schedule to the Companies Act 1981 (“the 
principal Act”) to limit the categories of permit compa-
nies which will be liable to pay the annual fee of 
$25,000 under section 135 of that Act. The fee was 
increased from $1,995 by the Companies Amendment 
Act 2017 with effect from 1st of April 2017 for certain 
permit companies—specifically, those without a phys-
ical presence in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members are ad-
vised that, since the enactment of the Companies Act 
2017, there has been further consultation between the 
Government and the Bermuda Bar. Following this 

consultation, the Ministry of Finance consented to fur-
ther limit the categories of permanent companies 
which will be liable to pay the annual fee of $25,000 
under the Act. 
 To address this matter, the Companies 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017, which was previously 
tabled in May 2017, makes an amendment, retrospec-
tive to the 1st of April, to the Fifth Schedule of the 
Companies Act 1981, to limit the categories of perma-
nent companies which would be liable to pay the an-
nual fee of $25,000 under the Act. Along with permit 
companies [with] a physical presence, it is proposed 
to exclude permit companies whose principal busi-
ness falls within one of the following categories: the 
ownership, commercial management, or operation of 
ships or aircraft; pharmaceutical operation; research 
and development in bioscience or biomedicine; or a 
charitable purpose within the meaning of the Charities 
Act 2014. 
 Honourable Members will recall that the Com-
panies Amendment Act 2017 was enacted to provide 
a defence against reputational risk from the tax haven 
debate, and its proposed amendment still meets that 
policy objective. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Shadow Minister for Finance. 
The Honourable Member from constituency 19, Hon-
ourable Jeanne Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, and, obvi-
ously, Members of the House and the listening audi-
ence understand the need to have this Bill. And as the 
Finance Minister and Premier has indicated, this Bill 
was in train. And I think it is important for us to recog-
nise that sometimes when you try to do things, you 
have to tweak it to make sure that you do not have 
those unintended consequences. So, I think the mere 
fact that we have turned and carved out, or added 
those persons who have the physical presence on the 
Island to make sure that they are not going to be sub-
jected to this higher tax is a combination of recognition 
that they do provide further benefits to the country by 
having the physical presence. 

And also, with respect to putting the other 
companies in here with respect to the pharmaceutical 
operations, the bioscience and biomedicine, and the 
charitable purposes, it is a recognition that one wants, 
on the one hand, to encourage certain types of com-
panies, and on the other hand, one would not like to 
penalise them. So, we obviously support this and look 
forward to passing it through Committee. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to speak 
to this matter? 
 No other Member. 
 Premier. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I thank the Shadow Minister for her com-
ments. And, of course, the Shadow Minister will know, 
and which will be the policy, is that we have shared 
the briefs with her in advance to make sure that any 
questions that she may have we can, hopefully, ad-
dress them before we get to the floor. 
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill 
be now committed. 
 
The Speaker: The Bill will now be committed. 
 Deputy. 
 

House in Committee at 12:04 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Companies Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2017. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed.  
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to move all the 
clauses, if I may. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, you may. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, clause 1 is self-explanatory. 
 Clause 2(1) replaces Part II, paragraph 1B(d) 
of the Fifth Schedule to the principal Act with new sub-
paragraphs (d) and (e). A company not falling within 
sub-paragraphs (a) to (c), but falling within new sub-
paragraph (d) will continue to be liable to pay the fee 
of $1,995 if it has a physical presence in Bermuda or if 
its principal business falls within one of the specified 
categories. New sub-paragraph (e) re-enacts the in-
crease to the annual fee payable by other permit 
companies, which was in sub-paragraph (d)(ii) insert-
ed by the Companies Amendment Act 2017. 

Clause 2(2) inserts a definition of “physical 
presence” (which follows section 129(1AA) of the 
principal Act), and defines the specified categories of 
businesses for the purposes of Part II, paragraph 
1B(d)(ii) of the Fifth Schedule. 
 And clause 3 deems the provision to have 
come into operation on the 1st of April 2017. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 No further speakers. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move then that clauses 1 through 3 be 
moved and stand part of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved. Is there any objection to that 
motion? 
 No objection. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
[Chairman]. 
 I move that the Preamble be added to the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, go ahead. 
 
The Clerk: It has been mentioned that the Preamble 
be approved. Are there any objections? 
 
The Chairman: No objections. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: The Bill has now been approved. The 
Bill will be reported to the House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Companies Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2017 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 12:07 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE  
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
[The Companies Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017 was 
passed without amendment.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I assume we are on Order 
No. 2? Moving right ahead. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Companies%20Amendment%20No.%202%20Bill%202017.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Companies%20Amendment%20No.%202%20Bill%202017.pdf
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PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 2017 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Bill before the 
House is the Payroll Tax Amendment (No. 3) Act 
2017, which is an updated version of the Payroll Tax 
Amendment (No. 2) Act tabled in May 2017 by the 
former Government. 
 The purpose of this Bill is to clarify the defini-
tion of remuneration taxable to the employer and em-
ployee portions of the payroll taxes introduced by the 
reform detailed in the Payroll Tax Amendment Act 
2017. The Bill seeks to repeal the definition of “gross 
earnings,” including the definition of “deemed gross 
earnings,” and removes those expressions from the 
Payroll Tax Act 1995 and the Payroll Tax Rates Act 
1995. 
 Mr. Speaker, this second amendment is nec-
essary to ensure that the definition of “remuneration,” 
which is taxable to both the employer and the em-
ployee portions is the same, with the exception being 
shared benefits that cannot be easily attributed to an 
individual employee. Those shared benefits are only 
taxable to the employer under the new structure. 
 The amendment will also simplify the admin-
istration of the new payroll tax structure and will miti-
gate the possibility that some employers may look to 
modify their compensation structures to reduce their 
tax burden. This was not the intent of the reforms, and 
therefore, Mr. Speaker, the second amendment en-
sures consistency of application and protection of 
government tax revenues. 
 With those introductory remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
I now read for the second time the Bill entitled the 
Payroll Tax Amendment (No. 3) Act 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak to 
that? 
 I recognise the Shadow Minister of Finance. 
The Honourable Member, Mrs. Atherden, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, as the Prem-
ier and Finance Minister indicated, these changes are 
necessary so that we can make sure that unintended 
consequences do not result. Because I think that eve-
rybody . . . the intention was to make sure that payroll 
tax would increase the revenues to the government, 
but at the same time, in the spirit of ensuring that 
where employees had had the benefit of employers 
taking their fair share of the payroll tax burden, that 
we did not have people turning around and, because 
there was a loophole, transferring the burden. 
 Now, I must admit one always goes on the 
basis that one believes that employers and employees 
come up with something that becomes a fair benefit, 
because I know that there are lots of employers out 
there that take on more of the burden, if you will, for 
the tax, the payroll tax. Some of them divide it equally; 

some others take more of it. And when you start add-
ing what I call remuneration items that will form part of 
the payroll, sometimes there is a tendency for one to, 
if you will, move the equation the way that it is not 
quite so heavy. 
 But I do believe that this results in something 
which is fair, and therefore the changes that are here 
make sure that there is no misunderstanding of what 
is included in the calculation, which is very important 
because we do not want to end up having lots of de-
tailed calculations and people having to turn around 
and have lots of misunderstanding. It is already suffi-
cient that people are trying to figure out, right now, 
how to go through and determine how much they are 
going to pay and what is going to happen with respect 
to the various levels of payroll tax as it goes up. So, to 
be able to simplify this I think is very important. And as 
the Finance Minister said, the previous Government, 
we were aware and had started on the path of making 
these changes. And therefore, we appreciate the fact 
that we must make sure that the revenues that Ber-
muda needs to have to meet that balanced budget 
that the previous Finance Minister contemplated for 
2017/18 continues. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 22. The Honourable Member Gibbons, 
you have the floor. Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have been speaking very 
conceptually here in the last couple of speakers. And I 
wonder, because I suspect the listening audience 
probably has no idea what a shared benefit would be 
or what the mischief is that these amendments are 
trying to address. Could the Honourable Premier give 
us an example, perhaps, of a shared benefit that per-
haps there was some ambiguity before as being split 
between the employer and the employee, but which 
will now only be addressed or is only taxable to the 
employer. And perhaps maybe an example of another 
issue where employers were reorienting their tax so 
we have, I think, shall we say, a more concrete exam-
ple of what is entailed here? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Would any other Member wish to speak? 
 No other Member. 
 Mr. Premier, would you like to reply? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I thank the Honourable Members for their 
comments on the Bill. And I move that the Bill be now 
committed. 
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The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Mr. Deputy. 
 

House in Committee at 12:13 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 2017 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
the Committee of the whole [House] for further con-
sideration of the Bill entitled the Payroll Tax Amend-
ment (No. 3) Act 2017. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed.  
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I would like to move clauses 1 
through 5. 
 
The Chairman: The Minister would like to move 
clauses 1 through 5. Any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, clause 1 is self-explanatory. 
 Clause 2 repeals the definition of “gross earn-
ings” in section 2 of the principal Act, including the 
definition of “deemed gross earnings,” as those ex-
pressions will no longer be used in the principal Act. 

Clause 3 deletes “gross earnings” in every 
place in which those words occur in the principal Act 
and the Payroll Tax Rates Act 1995, and substitutes 
“remuneration.” This also has the effect of substituting 
“deemed remuneration” for “deemed gross earnings.” 

Clause 4 streamlines section 11 of the princi-
pal Act in consequence of the change to deemed re-
muneration. 

Clause 5 provides for commencement retro-
spective (or retroactive) to the 1st of July 2017. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Bearing in mind, as we go 
through these clauses, there is the definition of “gross 
earnings” as opposed to . . . definition of “remunera-
tion” as opposed to “gross earnings.” Would it be pos-
sible for the Finance Minister to clarify what type of 
things would now be deemed to be remuneration that 
people might have confused when they were now talk-
ing about gross earnings? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 

I think a very good example in this particular 
instance would be housing allowance and other things 

such as that. So, if a company had previously provid-
ed, for instance . . . 

(Sorry, Mr. Chairman. I should be addressing 
you.) 
 Mr. Chairman, if a company, for example, un-
der the previous system had provided a housing al-
lowance to somebody, that rent would have been tax-
able. And that would have been included as taxable. 
But in the split, they could have just basically shifted it 
so it would not be on the employer side and it would 
be on the employee side. And in that case, they could 
shift it and then it would not be taxable. 
 So this is just making sure that all types of 
benefits which are provided by employers are taxed. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 It has been moved that clauses 1 through 5 
be approved. Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 5 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move the Preamble to stand 
as part of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 I move that the Bill be reported to the House 
as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. The Bill will be reported to the 
House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Payroll Tax Amendment (No. 3) 
Act 2017 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 12:16 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 2017 
 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Payroll%20Tax%20Amendment%20No.%203%20Bill%202017.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Payroll%20Tax%20Amendment%20No.%203%20Bill%202017.pdf
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The Speaker: Item No. 2 has been reported back to 
the House. 

We are now moving on to Item No. 3. 
Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members of this 
House, I introduce the Bill entitled the USA–Bermuda 
Tax Convention Amendment (No. 3) Act 2017. 

The Speaker: Continue on. 

BILL 

SECOND READING 

USA–BERMUDA TAX CONVENTION AMENDMENT 
(NO. 3) ACT 2017 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The objective of this Bill is to amend the 

U.S.A.–Bermuda Tax Convention Act 1986 (“the Act”) 
in order to address certain matters relating to Bermu-
da’s tax information exchange regime, including to 
amend the regulations making provision for the 
U.S.A.–Bermuda Tax Convention Act 1986. 

Mr. Speaker, this Bill has the same objective 
with respect to the need to proactively make provision 
for regulations for a USA–Bermuda OECD-style coun-
try-by-country [CbC] reporting regime for automatic 
exchange of information, similar to regulations recent-
ly issued under the International Cooperation (Tax 
Information Exchange Agreements) Act 2005. The 
Bill, therefore, amends the Act to provide for a frame-
work within which such regulations may be made. 

Mr. Speaker, because of the numerous inter-
national threats to Bermuda’s financial service re-
gimes, and including threats to Bermuda in the area of 
international cooperation for tax purposes, the Ministry 
has placed increased importance on the Minister’s 
power to quickly make or revise regulations as one of 
the ways to address such threats. 

Honourable Members are advised that the 
provision for making regulations under the U.S.A.–
Bermuda Tax Convention Act 1986 was created in 
1986 and is subject to the affirmative resolution pro-
cedure. 

The first regulations were made in 1996 [sic], 
occurring at a time when the need for quickly adjust-
ing regulations to address international threats, in par-
ticular from the USA, was not as pronounced as it is 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, the International Cooperation 
(Tax Information Exchange Agreements) Act 2005 
already applies the negative resolution procedure to 
regulations made under that Act, and it is now pro-
posed to amend the Act’s regulation, making provision 
from that of the affirmative resolution procedure to that 

of the negative resolution procedure in order that the 
Minister can swiftly enact any changes required. 

Finally, it is also proposed to amend the Act to 
provide that a contravention or failure to comply with 
the terms and conditions of an arrangement for the 
automatic exchange of information under the Act may 
be subject to a civil penalty, as prescribed by regula-
tions. 

With those introductory remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
I now read for the second time the Bill entitled the 
USA–Bermuda Tax Convention Amendment (No. 3) 
Act 2017, and welcome comments from any Members 
on this Bill. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

HOUSE VISITOR 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
Before I ask any Member to comment, I would 

just like to recognise in our Chambers this morning 
the former Premier, Dame Jennifer [Smith]. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Thank you for visiting us this morning—
this afternoon, I should say. 

Now, would any other Member wish to speak? 
I recognise the Shadow Minister for Finance, 

the Member from constituency 19. Honourable Mem-
ber Atherden, you have the floor. 

[USA–Bermuda Tax Convention Amendment (No. 3) 
Act 2017 second reading debate continuing.] 

Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, under normal circumstances, 

one would worry when you change something from an 
affirmative to a negative resolution. But I think we all 
recognise that with respect to the TIEAs [tax infor-
mation exchange agreements] and the information, 
everything is changing so quickly as it relates to the 
need to be on the right side of this. I think, if every-
body understands that, between now and next year, 
we are going to be subject to some very serious scru-
tiny and have to make sure that the things that we put 
in place are actually not only out there in terms of 
something that exists, but also that there is robust—
there is robust practicing. 

And so I understand, and I think all of us un-
derstand, the need to make these changes. I think 
that we are appreciative of getting information about 
what is being changed. I think with respect to the sec-
ond part of the amendment, which is talking about 
providing the penalties, it is very important for every-
body to understand that these things are going to oc-
cur. Because, if nothing else, going forward, Bermuda 
has to understand that these regulations, these 
TIEAs, all of these things are important to the type of 
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negotiations and the type of discussions that the Fi-
nance Minister will have to have with the countries 
abroad to talk about—What is Bermuda doing? And 
we have to be seen to be doing these things, not 
thinking about doing them. We have to actually have 
them in place so that when we are subject to review, 
we will be able to say, This is the case. 

And I do think it is very important, as the Fi-
nance Minister indicated, the fact that we are making 
sure that provisions that we have in our regulations 
mirror, or are very close to, what is being used 
abroad. And I think we will see, going forward, when 
we discuss other Bills, other types of legislation, that 
there will be the need to make lots of changes just to 
make sure that we are on the right side. 

So, we obviously understand and support this. 
And I guess we have to put ourselves on notice that 
there are going to be more to come if Bermuda is go-
ing to make sure that it is able to have these TIEAs 
and get as much sign-off as we can, and to keep our 
structure nimble. And, therefore, we understand that 
this is necessary. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 We recognise the Member from constituen-
cy 22. The Honourable Member Gibbons, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just by way of a fairly brief com-
ment here, it is interesting how this area has evolved. 
I can recall that when I was Minister of Finance in the 
mid-1990s, the issue at that particular time was trying 
to protect Bermudian companies and exempt compa-
nies against fishing expeditions by the Internal Reve-
nue Service. And the emphasis at that point was es-
sentially trying to protect our companies, whether they 
be exempt or sort of local on-Island, from, should we 
say, an over-inquisitiveness by the IRS. 
 Obviously, things have changed dramatically. 
And I think Bermuda’s reputation, to some degree 
now, is dependent on making sure that there are quick 
responses to requests by, in this particular case, the 
United States Government Treasury, or IRS, or 
whomever, as opposed to seeing whether they could 
be delayed. In those days, I think we probably got un-
der half-a-dozen requests a year. And they tended to 
take quite a long time to resolve.  
 I think the issue here and the mischief that 
this is trying to address, as both speakers have said, 
is that I would say in the last couple of years, the for-
mer Minister of Finance found himself in a situation 
where, while the request was made, the information 
did not come terribly readily. And as a consequence, it 
was, from the US perspective or perhaps some other 
jurisdiction’s perspective, a problem for the Govern-
ment and our reputation, not an issue between the 
Minister and the company in question. 

 So, I think what we are trying to do here is to 
make sure that the Minister gets the information quick-
ly by putting in place sanctions and also regulations 
so that these issues can be addressed in a timely way 
so that the information that is requested, assuming it 
is appropriate, can be provided to the appropriate 
overseas jurisdictions.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. And I thank the Members for their comments 
on this Bill, which will assist the members of the public 
we serve to maybe have some more insight, and, of 
course, other Members, into where we are moving in 
this area. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill be now 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy. 
 

House in Committee at 12:26 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
USA–BERMUDA TAX CONVENTION AMENDMENT 

(NO. 3) ACT 2017 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole for further consideration of 
the Bill entitled USA–Bermuda Tax Convention 
Amendment (No. 3) Act 2017. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that we move clauses 1 
through 4. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be approved. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: All right. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, clause 1 provides the citation 
for the Bill. 
 Clause 2 amends section 4A of the Act to 
provide that a contravention or failure to comply with 
the terms and conditions of an arrangement for the 
automatic exchange of information may be subject to 
a civil penalty as prescribed. 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/USA-Bermuda%20Tax%20Convention%20Amendment%20No.3%20Bill%202017%20FINAL%20As%20Tabled%20in%20the%20House%20of%20Assembly.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/USA-Bermuda%20Tax%20Convention%20Amendment%20No.3%20Bill%202017%20FINAL%20As%20Tabled%20in%20the%20House%20of%20Assembly.pdf
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Clause 3 amends section 13 of the Act to pro-
vide for the making of regulations in relation to the 
automatic exchange of information. Provision is also 
made to enable regulations made under the Act to be 
made subject to the negative resolution procedure. 

Clause 4 provides for the commencement of 
the Bill. 

The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
There appear to be none. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I move that clauses 1 through 4 be approved 
as part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be approved. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objections. 
Agreed to. 

[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 4 passed.] 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 
Mr. Chairman, I move that the Preamble be 

approved. 

The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objections. 
Agreed to. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Chairman, I move the Bill be reported to 

the House as printed. 

The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objections. 
Agreed to. The Bill will be reported to the 

House as printed. 

[Gavel] 

[Motion carried: The USA–Bermuda Tax Convention 
Amendment (No. 3) Act 2017 was considered by a 
Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 

House resumed at 12:28 pm 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 

USA–BERMUDA TAX CONVENTION AMENDMENT 
(NO. 3) ACT 2017 

The Speaker: Are there any objections to the [Act] 
being reported to the House? 

No objections.  
The [Act] is reported. 
Mr. Premier, it is just about that time. Would 

you like to take the floor at this moment? 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
rise for lunch. 

The Speaker: The House now stands adjourned until 
2:00 pm. 

[Gavel] 

Proceedings suspended at 12:28 pm 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 

BILL 

SECOND READING 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME 
 AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: [Microphone off] Proceeds of 
Crime Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017; the Bill to ad-
dress matters pertinent to Bermuda’s compliance with 
international standards. 

The Bill amends the Proceeds of Crime Act 
1997, the Financial Intelligence Agency Act 2007, and 
the Chartered Professional Accountants of Bermuda 
Act 1973. 

Mr. Speaker, as part of its ongoing efforts to 
enhance Bermuda’s compliance with international 
standards, the National Anti-Money Laundering 
Committee has examined the manner in which Ber-
muda’s legislative framework incorporates tax crimes 
into the predicates for money laundering. It was noted 
that the predicate offences proscribed in the Proceeds 
of Crime Act 1997 do not capture the range of tax 
crimes that are intended by the Financial Action Task-
force (FATF) as a means of supporting the global ini-
tiative to prevent both domestic and cross-border 
money laundering activity originating from tax crimes. 

Mr. Speaker, the FATF standards require ju-
risdictions to criminalise money laundering in such a 
way that the offences that are specified as giving rise 
to money laundering (namely, the predicates) should 
include the widest range of offences including tax 
crimes. The FATF also requires that countries should 
extend the predicates to criminal conduct that occurs 
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in another country. By so doing money laundering 
from predicate crimes that occur in another country 
should not cease to be characterised as money laun-
dering the moment the laundered proceeds enter the 
domestic financial system. While Bermuda’s Anti-
Money Laundering/Terrorist Financing legislative 
framework appropriately addresses the majority of 
offences designated by the FATF as predicates, this is 
not the case with tax crimes. 
 Mr. Speaker, criminal tax evasion under the 
Taxes Management Act 1976 is by implication already 
included in the Proceeds of Crime Act 1997. It is one 
of Bermuda’s predicates for money laundering, for 
conduct which occurs both in Bermuda and overseas. 
However, this predicate only relates to the tax types 
that match the categories of tax that currently exist 
within Bermuda. Therefore, as the law is presently, 
criminal tax evasion as a predicate for money launder-
ing excludes income or profit-based taxes that exist 
within the vast majority of countries outside of Bermu-
da. 
 Mr. Speaker, this will be perceived by a peer 
examiner as a significant gap in Bermuda’s money 
laundering regime as it excludes the forms of tax that 
globally are, most often, the source of tax-based 
money laundering. Therefore, these amendments 
seek to ensure better compliance with the technical 
requirements of the FATF’s international standards in 
combating money laundering and financing of terror-
ism and proliferation. They will ensure that the use of 
Bermuda’s financial systems to store, move, or ob-
scure the proceeds of a wide range of foreign tax 
crimes will be classified as money laundering under 
Bermuda law. 
 Mr. Speaker, the FATF also requires jurisdic-
tions to ensure that the various national authorities 
and bodies that comprise the AML/ATF regime have 
effective domestic mechanisms in place to enable 
them to cooperate and coordinate at both policy mak-
ing and operational levels for AML/ATF purposes. 
This requirement is also intended to relate to self-
regulating bodies insofar as they carry out AML/ATF 
functions within the jurisdiction. At present the Finan-
cial Intelligence Agency is not authorised by its legis-
lation to share intelligence with the Barristers and Ac-
countants AML/ATF Board to enhance their ability to 
effectively discharge their functions as the AML/ATF 
supervisory authority for lawyers and accountants. 
Therefore, this amendment also seeks to close that 
gap and expressly authorise the Financial Intelligence 
Agency to cooperate with the Board for the purposes 
of enhancing the effectiveness of Bermuda’s 
AML/ATF framework. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Barristers and Accountants 
AML/ATF Board is part of Bermuda’s AML/ATF 
framework and is jointly established under the auspi-
ces of the Bermuda Bar Association and CPA Bermu-
da for the purposes of carrying out AML/ATF supervi-
sion of lawyers and accountants. The members of the 

Board are, therefore, jointly selected by both name-
sake professional bodies in accordance with the eligi-
bility requirements prescribed in the respective legisla-
tion. 
 Mr. Speaker, under section 8B of the Char-
tered Professional Accountants of Bermuda Act 1973 
the Chairman of the Board must be appointed from 
persons who have at least 10 years’ experience in the 
practice of either public accounting or law. Other 
members of the Board must have at least five years of 
such experience. However, under that provision, part-
ners in a regulated professional accounting or law firm 
are disqualified from membership to this Board. Con-
sequently CPA Bermuda has been experiencing diffi-
culty in identifying eligible candidates from within the 
accounting profession to be appointed to chair the 
Board. Accountants with 10 years public accounting 
experience are usually disqualified from appointment 
due to their partnership in regulated professional 
firms. This amendment, therefore, also removes the 
public accounting stipulation for the Chair and mem-
bers of the Board, thereby widening the field to in-
clude persons with 10 to 5 years accounting experi-
ence, respectively, outside of public accounting.  
 Correspondingly, Mr. Speaker, these amend-
ments will: 

1. Amend the definition of relevant offences in 
section 2 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 1997 
to include conduct which would constitute an 
offence of criminal tax evasion under section 
37(2) of the Taxes Management Act 1976 if it 
had occurred in Bermuda, while (for those 
purposes only) disapplying the limitation of the 
categories of tax stipulated in section 2 of that 
Act; 

2. Amend the Financial Intelligence Agency Act 
2007 to authorise the Financial Intelligence 
Agency to make disclosures to the superviso-
ry authority in Bermuda that is responsible for 
supervising regulated professional accounting 
and law firms for anti-money laundering and 
anti-terrorist financing purposes; and 

3. Amend the Chartered Professional Account-
ants of Bermuda Act 1973 to remove the pub-
lic accounting element of the eligibility re-
quirements for accountants who can be ap-
pointed to serve as chairman or a member of 
the Barristers and Accountants AML/ATF 
Board. 
Mr. Speaker, this Bill is pertinent to Bermuda’s 

compliance with international standards and the en-
hancement of cooperation and coordination between 
relevant AML/ATF authorities. Bermuda remains 
committed to working to achieve full compliance with 
the international standards. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITORS 
 

The Speaker: Before I acknowledge the next speak-
er, I would just like to recognise in the Gallery one of 
our former Members, the Honourable Member Mr. 
Walter Lister. Thank you for stopping in and watching 
our proceedings today. 
 And also as I look in the Gallery I also see the 
former President of the Bermuda Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Conference, Pastor Carlyle Simmons. I would 
just like to acknowledge you here today. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Proceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017, 
second reading debate continuing.] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member Mr. Trevor Moniz 
from constituency 9, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 At least you refrained from saying Uncle Wal-
ter when you recognised that former Member. 
 
The Speaker: It is all formal in this House. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, I speak on this side of 
the House on this Bill and the Honourable Minister of 
Health on that side speaks on legal affairs, I gather, in 
the House for the Minister of Legal Affairs and Attor-
ney General. 
 This, I think, is a measure that was well in 
train under the previous Government, and I see we 
have another one tabled this morning—the POCA—
the Proceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 3) Act. So 
these are constantly coming along, although on the 
face of it in some cases they changed commas and 
perhaps a single word, they do perform important 
things to enable us to meet our international require-
ments with regard to money laundering, the AML/ATF 
requirements. 
 And the first one has to do with enforcing tax 
offences from overseas in Bermuda and tax offences 
which have no parallel in Bermuda. For example, we 
do not have income tax here, so previously the word-
ing was limited to taxes which have a parallel in Ber-
muda and it was realised that certain taxes have no 
parallel here. As a matter of fact, they are the big tax-
es abroad which probably formulate the basis of most 
tax offences. So that is an extremely important 
amendment that we are making in clause 2 with re-
spect to section 3 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 1997. 
 The second one refers to the agencies, such 
as the Financial Intelligence Agency, the amendment 
to [section] 18(1) and those, also, are important that 
the different agencies be allowed to communicate with 
each other. 

Now, I have not had the benefit of a brief. In-
variably when I was on that side I shared the brief with 
my opposite Member. I assume, Mr. Speaker, that 
that practice will continue. This Act is a short one, but 
it would be appreciated if that practice would continue. 
It helps to focus debate so you do not get unfortunate 
misunderstandings across the aisle. 

The last one that we are dealing with deals 
with the broad amendment to the Board for the Bar 
and the Accountants. Now, I presume that the Minister 
who speaks in this House was employed within the 
Bar Association, I presume she has now stepped 
down from that and does not have anything to declare 
in the House with respect to having an interest. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Point of information, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Minister. 
  

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In answer to that Honourable Member’s ques-
tion with respect to the position, it is not actually 
something that needs to be declared because it does 
not exist in conflict. However, it is a matter of record, 
Mr. Speaker. I am employed by the Barristers and 
Accountants AML/ATF Board in the capacity, on a 
part-time basis, as a supervisor to that Board. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for that response, Minister. 
 You can continue. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, thank you. I thought it 
was appropriate and true to have that put on the rec-
ord. We would not want any accusations after the fact 
that we were not fully transparent on the floor of this 
House. 
 I think that the amendment there is a sensible 
one. We struggled with that while I was the Minister, 
and the Board were seeking broader leeway and hav-
ing difficulty getting people to come on board. I think 
at the end of the day that is a sensible change to 
make. So suffice it to say we on our side are in sup-
port of the Bill. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak? 
 No other Honourable Member? 
 Minister, would you like to continue. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, with respect to the issue con-
cerning the shared brief, I myself just received the 
brief last evening. But I anticipate that the Honourable 
and Learned Attorney General who has responsibility 
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for this in another place will ensure that this practice 
continues. 
 Mr. Speaker, on that note I do now move that 
the Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
  

House in Committee at 2:13 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME 
 AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2017. I call on the Minister in charge to 
proceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move clauses 1 through 4. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be approved.  
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objections. Agreed to. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, the Preamble of the Bill seeks 
to amend the Proceeds of Crime Act 1997; the Finan-
cial Intelligence Agency Act 2007; and the Chartered 
Professional Accountants of Bermuda Act 1973. 

Clause 1 is the citation. 
Clause 2 amends the Proceeds of Crime Act 

1997, by including in the definition of “relevant of-
fence” an additional paragraph which specifically in-
cludes in this definition conduct which occurs over-
seas which would amount to criminal tax evasion un-
der the Taxes Management Act 1976 if it had oc-
curred in Bermuda, while at the same time making it 
applicable to a wider range of tax types than pre-
scribed under that Act. This expands the range of for-
eign tax offences that become predicates of the mon-
ey laundering offence in Bermuda, while being gener-
ally sincere to the range of domestic tax offences cap-
tured under that definition. 

Clause 3 amends the Financial Intelligence 
Agency Act 2007 to authorise the FIA to provide in-
formation to the AML/ATF supervisory authority for 
lawyers and accountants to facilitate them in the dis-
charge of their statutory functions. This will allow for 
the fulfilment of a requirement of the FATF standards 
which stipulates that countries must require the rele-
vant domestic authorities to cooperate with each other 
and to coordinate their operations in such a manner 

as to enhance the national effort to combat money 
laundering and the financing of terrorism. 

Clause 4 amends the Chartered Professional 
Accountants of Bermuda Act 1973, to enable CPA 
Bermuda to find eligible accounting candidates for 
appointment to the Barristers and Accountants 
AML/ATF Board, while ensuring that candidates for 
Chairman are not disqualified by reason of their part-
nership in the firms subject to AML/ATF supervision. 
The amendment maintains the number of years eligi-
bility requirement for accountants, while removing the 
need for public accounting experience over that entire 
period. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Chairman, just to say that 
I have nothing to add to what I said in the House. We 
support the amendments being made here today. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 It has been moved that clauses 1 through 4 
be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 4 passed.] 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I move the Pre-
amble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: The Bill will be reported to the House 
as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2017 was considered by a Committee of 
the whole House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 2:17 pm 
 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Proceeds%20of%20Crime%20Amendment%20No.%202%20Act%202017%20As%20Tabled%20in%20the%20House%20of%20Assembly.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Proceeds%20of%20Crime%20Amendment%20No.%202%20Act%202017%20As%20Tabled%20in%20the%20House%20of%20Assembly.pdf
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[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME 
 AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 

 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the Bill be-
ing reported to the House? 
 No objections. 
 We will proceed to the next item. The next 
item on the Order Paper is the second reading of the 
Quarantine Amendment Act 2017 in the name of the 
Minister of Health. 
 Minister? 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

QUARANTINE AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Quarantine 
Amendment Act 2017 be now read the second time. 
 
The Speaker: You can proceed, Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Quarantine Amendment Act 
2017 and the Quarantine (Maritime and Air) Regula-
tions 2017 were tabled in this Honourable House of 
Assembly on the 8th of September 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the record, this Bill was in the 
final stages and ready to be tabled by the previous 
administration, however, circumstances obviously 
overtook that. So this is a Bill that is a carryover by 
my, to quote my learned and honourable colleagues— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for that, Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: —from the previous administra-
tion. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Quarantine Amendment Act 
2017 will provide consequential amendments to the 
Quarantine Act 2017, the Bermuda Immigration and 
Protection Act 1956, and the Public Health Act 1949. 
As you may recall, the Quarantine Act 2017, which 
was enacted on 24th April 2017 introduced the struc-
ture for the Island’s global public health response by 
adopting the World Health Organization’s (WHO) In-
ternational Health Regulations [IHR] 2005. The Inter-
national Health Regulations 2005 was signed by 
member states of the WHO, including the United 
Kingdom, which extended the agreement to Bermuda 
in 2007, and provides a new public health security 
framework to address the spread of communicable 

diseases due to the movement of travellers, ships, 
and aircraft. 

The purpose of the IHR 2005 was to introduce 
a more flexible and responsive approach to the global 
communicable disease threats such as SARS at the 
time. The Amendment Act and Quarantine (Maritime 
and Air) Regulations 2017 will provide the guidance 
for enforcement of the security structure and ensure 
our ports and airports create the first line of defence 
from global public health threats. As a whole, the Act 
and Regulations will modernise and strengthen our 
response to international public health threats.  

Mr. Speaker, the amendments to the Quaran-
tine Act 2017 will allow the Quarantine Authority, 
which is the Minister of Health, to land a traveller with 
a communicable disease in Bermuda. Being able to 
land a traveller will allow for them to be transferred for 
treatment at a hospital or temporary isolation clinic. In 
addition, the Act has been amended to identify any 
necessary forms in support of the Quarantine Act to 
be available on our website: www.gov.bm. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to provide the Quaran-
tine Authority the responsibility of landing a traveller 
with a communicable disease, the Bermuda Immigra-
tion and Protection Act 1956 (BIPA) must subsequent-
ly be amended. Currently, the Governor, who has del-
egated the function to the Department of Immigration, 
can land a traveller with a communicable disease. 
With the changes, the Quarantine Authority will now 
have the responsibility for exceptionable persons un-
der BIPA where such persons are suffering or sus-
pected of suffering with a communicable disease.
 Mr. Speaker, the Quarantine Amendment Act 
2017 will also change the Public Health Act 1949 to 
allow the Minister of Health to establish temporary 
isolation hospitals or clinics for persons with a com-
municable disease and will not require proof of an “ep-
idemic.” Epidemics are not a commensurate threshold 
to trigger a proportionate response for rapid local con-
tainment of emerging international communicable dis-
ease threats. SARS demonstrated how rapidly inter-
national disease threats can emerge and travel. And 
the ability to establish isolation hospitals or clinics 
provides a health officer with options when treating 
travellers, which may include an incubation period that 
does not require the automatic transfer to our hospital. 
 Mr. Speaker, I now take the opportunity to 
also move that the Quarantine (Maritime and Air) 
Regulations 2017 also be considered at this time. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Considering the length of the 
Regulations, I will only highlight the changes being 
introduced by the Regulations and will not give a 
clause by clause explanation, unless, of course, the 
Opposition are requesting that. (I guess that is a no.) 

http://www.gov.bm/
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 The Quarantine (Maritime and Air) Regula-
tions 2017 will repeal and replace the Quarantine 
(Maritime— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, Minister, hold on one second. 
I think I missed something there. 
 Can you take your seat a minute? 
 Are you moving on to [Order] No. 6 now? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I am just highlighting it in the 
brief because the Regulations are tied directly to the 
legislation. So for expediency I am highlighting— 
 
The Speaker: Okay. I just missed that. I just had to 
clarify it. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Quarantine (Maritime and 
Air) Regulations 2017 will repeal and replace the 
Quarantine (Maritime) Regulations 1946 and the 
Quarantine (Air) Regulations 1946 and the Public 
Health (Quarantine Stations) Regulations 1926, which 
were outdated in their approach to public health 
threats.  

The new Regulations will streamline the pro-
cedures required at both the airport and ports, provide 
the key structure to the security, ensure the roles of 
the Health Officers are outlined, and the rights and 
responsibilities of travellers are enshrined in law. The 
Regulations introduce a flexible and updated method 
of preventing, controlling, and responding to a public 
health threat that ensures the safety and rights, of all 
involved. 

In addition, the Quarantine (Maritime and Air) 
Regulations 2017 introduce responsibilities for health 
officers to: 

• stop persons from disembarking from convey-
ances arriving in Bermuda on which a com-
municable disease has been reported; 

• ensure conveyance operators take measures 
to prevent the introduction of vectors and in-
fection into Bermuda; 

• obtain travel information from passengers, 
screen, provide health assessments and if 
necessary detain travellers; 

• transfer travellers to a hospital or isolation 
clinic for treatment; 

• ensure bags and cargo are screened and in-
spected as necessary; 

• implement any recommendations provided by 
WHO on the handling of specific communica-
ble diseases. 
The Regulations will provide a review process 

for any detained travellers by the Quarantine Authority 
and the Supreme Court if necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, the new Regulations will retain 
the responsibility from the Quarantine (Maritime) Reg-
ulations 1946 and the Quarantine (Air) Regulations 

1946 for a master of a ship or commander of an air-
craft—now conveyance operators—to provide a dec-
laration of health. However, under the new Regula-
tions the conveyance operators will only have to sub-
mit the form if there has been a public health threat 
reported on board, if the ship or aircraft is coming from 
an affected country, or a death was reported on 
board. 

Mr. Speaker, the new Regulations will allow 
health officers to stop the disembarking of passengers 
and crew from a ship or aircraft as did the 1946 Regu-
lations. However, in the new Regulations health offic-
ers will only have this ability where a public health 
threat has been reported on board, a death was re-
ported, or the conveyance is coming from an affected 
country. Otherwise, the Quarantine (Air and Maritime) 
Regulations 2017 represent a replacement of outdat-
ed legislative provisions. 

Mr. Speaker, in the last few years Bermuda 
has responded to potential threats from communica-
ble diseases including Ebola and Zika. The problem 
for any legislation seeking to protect our shores from 
these threats is the constantly changing nature of 
communicable diseases. Today it is Zika and tomor-
row it may be a disease we have never heard of and 
which will require a flexible public health response. 
The Quarantine (Maritime and Air) Regulations 2017 
along with the Quarantine Amendment Act 2017 pro-
vide that flexibility, while also allowing for international 
best practices to be followed. 

Mr. Speaker, the Quarantine (Maritime and 
Air) Regulations 2017 fulfil the need in the Quarantine 
Act 2017 to have core capacities at our entry points, a 
flexible, but robust response to public health events, 
and introduce modern intervention techniques for 
travellers, baggage and conveyances. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the Regulations be 
approved, and that a message be sent from this Hon-
ourable House to the Governor that these Regulations 
be approved. 

With those brief introductory—have I gone too 
fast? 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of order, I think that 
this is going too far, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Let us clarify. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I will take that, Mr. Speaker, 

I think that was too fast, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, slow down a little and let us back 
up so that everybody follows where you are, Minister. 
 Minister, the clarification is that we started in 
the Act in [Order] No. 5. It seems like you drifted over 
into [Order] No. 6 in the Regulations. 
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Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: And that was what I was calling to your 
[attention] before. If we were drifting into [Order] 
No. 6, we should have dealt with [Order] No. 5 first 
before we went on to [Order] No. 6. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 And Mr. Speaker, I was earlier mistaken, I 
would ask that [Order No.] 6 of the Order Paper also 
be addressed and I would move that the Regulations 
also be approved. 
 
The Speaker: Well, let us deal with the Act first. You 
should have done them as separate items. So at this 
point, we will have response from the other Members 
who wish to speak on the Act itself and then we will 
move on to the Regulations. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to 
speak? 
 Thank you. 
 We recognise the Member from constituen-
cy 19, the Honourable Member, Mrs. Atherden. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, in the spirit 
that, as the Minister said, this Act was something that 
the former Government had well in hand and, there-
fore, I know it very well. That was why I did not say 
anything when the Minister went from the Act into the 
Regulations because, of course, they are a package. 
But we still have to deal with the Act first and deal with 
the discussion of that, and then deal with the Regula-
tions afterwards. 
 So I just want to— 
 
The Speaker: That has been clarified now. We will do 
them separately. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Right. Thank you. 
 So right now I am talking about the Quaran-
tine Amendment Bill. And I just want to say that it was 
recognised that we had to turn around and do some 
things to our Quarantine Act with respect to the WHO 
requirements and make sure that some of the chang-
es with respect to identifying the officer, if you will, the 
public officer that would be responsible for making 
decisions as to when we had, if you will, a public 
health issue that, as a consequence, became a com-
municable disease that is a public health risk. And I 
also recognise that gone are the days that one focus-
es on an “epidemic” because no one turns around and 
calls it an epidemic now, it is talking about communi-
cable diseases that are public health risks. And over 
time this list is going to be added to because there are 
going to be more and more things that come up that, 

not only Bermuda, but every place in the world will 
have to deal with. 

And I think that in terms of understanding, the 
difference between a communicable disease and a 
non-communicable disease is very important for us to 
understand. And I say that only because, with respect 
to the public, we are out there and we talk about 
NCDs (non-communicable diseases) that we try and 
make sure that we deal with locally. And then we talk 
about communicable diseases that, due to the nature 
of them, are spread amongst people very quickly and, 
therefore, they have much more opportunity to create 
a public health risk as opposed to a non-
communicable disease, which tends to be very much 
something that an individual has and can be managed 
by that person. 
 So, I recognise that the things that have been 
put here are things that are important and that I am 
aware of. I think the only thing just to be reminded of, 
and I know that the Minister mentioned it, but just for 
everybody else that is listening, in terms of landing 
rights, you know, it was important for us to understand 
that rather than the Governor, that the Health Officer 
would be able to effectively make the decision on 
landing rights. And I say that because I am mindful of 
the fact when we were faced with the discussion on 
Ebola, when we were really worried about what would 
happen if someone came to Bermuda on an aircraft 
and we had a suspected case of Ebola, what were we 
going to do? We knew that Bermuda did not have the 
facilities . . . that if someone came on the Island [with 
Ebola], to be able to manage it. So that, basically 
then, you are relying on the fact that anybody, fortu-
nately, that comes to Bermuda comes from some-
where where [their government] had a robust process 
in place. So [if] they came to Bermuda from the 
States, the US had a very robust procedure for turning 
around and identifying people that had Ebola or were 
at risk. And if they came via the UK, the UK also had a 
very robust procedure . . . and even Canada. So from 
that perspective Bermuda could feel a little more pro-
tected because the recognition was that once they got 
to our shores then we had a situation where we would 
have to deal with that individual or else we would have 
to say to them that they would not be landed. 
 And I am also reminded of the fact that there 
was another situation where was a ship and there was 
an identification of something that was happening on 
the ship and, therefore, the medical officer had to 
make the decision as to whether the ship was going to 
dock and potentially have someone land on the Island 
and then a communicable disease then be spread all 
throughout Bermuda. 

So these things are very important for small 
places and so important for Bermuda because, while 
we put all sorts of protections in place, we have to 
understand that we are a small place and, therefore, 
anything that happens here . . . our ability to be able 
to react could be compromised. And, therefore, our 
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prevention is more important than our cure. We do not 
want them to have to be here and then have to turn 
around and deal with it. We would prefer them never 
to land on the shores. 

So these types of amendments that we are 
putting in place are definitely designed to make sure 
that not only have we defined those persons who 
have the responsibility, not only have we made sure 
that the definition between the Governor and the 
Health Officer has been defined, but also I know that 
there was the concern that we make sure that we 
have persons within the Ministry who are officers who 
will be able to be stationed at various ports to be able 
to protect us, if you will, asking the questions, making 
sure that nobody comes on shore. Because if you 
never get past that gateway there, technically you 
have never been landed and, therefore, you are not 
on the Island and then we can prevent people from 
coming on [Island] and the risk then being spread. 

So with respect to the Quarantine Amendment 
Act itself, I understand why and I also realise that it 
was very important for us to get this done and get this 
done quickly. So we obviously support it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak to 
this? 
 Minister, you can respond. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I 
thank the Honourable Member for those very useful 
interventions. 
 Mr. Speaker, on that note, I move that the Bill 
now be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Yes.  

Deputy? 
 

House in Committee at 2:35 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

QUARANTINE AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
the Committee of the whole House for further consid-
eration of the Bill entitled the Quarantine Amendment 
Act 2017. 
 I call on the Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I move clauses 1 
through 4. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be none. 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, clause 1 the Quarantine 
Amendment Act 2017 provides for consequential 
amendments to the Bermuda Immigration and Protec-
tion Act 1956 and the Public Health Act 1949 to en-
sure we have a flexible public health response to 
communicable disease threats from other borders. 
 Clause 1 provides for the citation. 

Clause 2 amends the Quarantine Act 2017. 
The Quarantine Act 2017 is amended so as to provide 
in section 8 for the option for the Schedules and 
Forms in the regulations to be published separately on 
the Government of Bermuda website at: 
https://www.gov.bm and to be viewed at the offices of 
the Director of the Department of Health. The Act is 
further amended to provide in the new section 9A 
power for the Quarantine Authority to issue directions 
for the landing of travellers declared as exceptionable 
persons under section 31 of the Bermuda Immigration 
and Protection Act 1956 for the reason that they are 
suffering from a communicable disease. 

Mr. Chairman, clause 3 amends the Bermuda 
Immigration and Protection Act 1956. A consequential 
amendment is made to section 31(1) of the Bermuda 
Immigration and Protection Act 1956 to provide that in 
the case of travellers declared exceptionable persons 
for the reason that they are suffering from a communi-
cable disease, the Quarantine Authority, other than 
the Governor, is to give directions under which they 
are to be allowed to land. The Act is further amended 
in section 31(7) to provide for the term “communicable 
disease” to be defined in accordance with section 2 of 
the Quarantine Act 2017. 

Clause 4 amends the Public Health Act 1949. 
The Public Health Act 1949 is amended in section 
94(1) to delete the use of the archaic term “epidemic” 
and substitute it with “communicable disease that is a 
public health risk,” and in section 165(1) to remove the 
redundant phrase containing the term “epidemics.” 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 No further speakers. 
 It has been moved that clauses 1 through 4 
be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 4 passed.] 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Agreed to. 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploaded-Files/Content/House_Business/Bills/Quarantine%20Amendment%20Bill%202017%203172017.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploaded-Files/Content/House_Business/Bills/Quarantine%20Amendment%20Bill%202017%203172017.pdf
https://www.gov.bm/
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Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Chairman, I move now that 
the Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Agreed to. The Bill will be reported to the 
House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Quarantine Amendment Act 2017 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 2:38 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

QUARANTINE AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to the Bill be-
ing reported to the House? 
 No objections. 
 We will now move on to [Order] No. 6, the 
Regulations. 
 Honourable Minister. 
 

REGULATIONS 
 

QUARANTINE (MARITIME AND AIR)  
REGULATIONS 2017 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that consideration be given now to the 
draft regulations entitled the Quarantine (Maritime and 
Air) Regulations 2017, proposed to made by the Min-
ister responsible for Health under the provision of sec-
tion 5 of the Quarantine Act 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, as I inadvertently 
did a few moments ago, I actually combined the sub-
missions with respect to the brief as it relates to both 
the Act and the Regulations. So rather than repeat all 
of that, the position still remains the same and I sus-
pect that . . . and welcome the input from the Honour-
able Member concerning this and that we will still re-
tain the support and level of support that we received 
just a few moments ago for the Act and mirror that in 
the Regulations. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 We recognise the Member from constituen-
cy 19. 

 Honourable Member Atherden, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As indicated, I obviously support this. And we 
do support this because we recognise that these 
Regulations have to go along with the Act. And I think 
. . . I just wanted to highlight just a few things which I 
think are important for us to be reminded of. Because 
when it comes up later everybody is going to have to 
sort of remind that . . . we made some things, some 
provisions here, to make sure that there is a way to 
identify the contamination or suspected contamina-
tions on conveyances. We have made sure that the 
persons coming into Bermuda are required to talk 
about sanitary certificates because these are the type 
of things that . . . they give you that protection to make 
sure that if something is happening and you are aware 
that . . . you know, vessel A is coming from some-
where else and you are wondering whether everything 
is okay, the fact that they have to provide these certifi-
cates goes a long way to help the authority who has 
got to make a decision whether they can come here to 
be satisfied. 
 I do think that with respect to most of the 
things that are in here, the legislation tries to make 
sure that the individual’s rights are protected, but at 
the same time the rights of the country are protected. 
So, you know, if you are telling them that they are not 
going to land, but they want to appeal or they want to 
have their own medical doctor—those types of 
things—or at least envision . . . but not so much so 
that the overriding concern that the Medical Officer . . . 
if the Medical Officer has made the decision that they 
believe that the person is a health risk, that they can-
not turn around and override it. But I do think the idea 
of the certificates, the sanitation certificates, as well as 
making sure that . . . if we have to charge . . . those 
are things that just make sure that the Regulations are 
robust. 

And as it relates to the Schedule, I think there 
had always been this concern about when you put 
things in a Schedule, how do you then make sure that 
if tomorrow there is something that needs to be added 
that you can add it very quickly? So I think that that is 
the only thing, we just have to make sure that, going 
forward, if all of a sudden instead of West Nile Fever it 
is East Nile Fever or something, that there is a way 
that it can be put on there. Because so many things 
are happening in the world where something is identi-
fied and, before you know it, it is just going like wild-
fire. 
 But I believe that this makes our Regulations 
supporting of the Act, and what I think is very im-
portant is that the Schedule gives some guidance so 
that, more importantly, the traveller or the crew mem-
ber will understand if they are suffering from a com-
municable disease because we would much prefer 
when the Immigration or the Port Authority person 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Statutory_Instruments/Quarantine%20Maritime%20and%20Air%20Regulations%202017%20%20As%20Laid%20in%20the%20House.pdf
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asks you the question about have you been to x, y, z 
place? And ask you whether there are some con-
cerns, that people speak up and say that they might 
not be feeling well or there might be an issue [so] that 
we can deal with them rather than turning around and 
getting them on the Island and then you have to really 
talk about quarantining them and that creates a whole 
new set of problems. 
 But Mr. Speaker, we support these Regula-
tions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you to my honourable colleague for her partici-
pation and support on the Opposition benches and 
supporting overall the need for these Regulations 
which will help to ensure that we have a flexible, ro-
bust response to public health crises and events with-
in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, on that note I would like to move 
that the draft Regulations be approved and that a 
message be sent from this Honourable House to His 
Excellency the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: The Quarantine (Maritime and Air) 
Regulations 2017 were considered and approved by 
the House.] 
 
The Speaker: That completes [Order] No. 6. 
 I understand that [Order] No. 7 is being car-
ried over? 
 We are now doing [Order] No. 8 and . . . Dep-
uty Premier, you are going to carry this one for the 
Premier and Minister of Finance? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier, you have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
REAL ESTATE BROKERS’ LICENSING ACT 2017 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Real Estate 
Brokers’ Licensing Act 2017 be now read a second 
time.  

The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And Mr. Speaker, I would just 
like to thank the House for allowing us to debate this 
Bill as we did consult with the Opposition on bringing 
this forward quicker than the standard procedure, so 
we do appreciate that this has been allowed due to 
the sensitivity of the actual— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for acknowledging that and 
yes, you do have [the] support of both sides of the 
House for this to proceed. 
 Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government wishes this 
Honourable House to give consideration to the Bill 
entitled the Real Estate Brokers’ Licensing Act 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this Bill is to re-
peal the Real Estate Agents’ Licensing Act 1976 and 
to replace it with an Act that modernises the operation 
and supervision of the real estate industry. Honoura-
ble Members will be reminded that the 1976 Act has 
been inexistence in its original form for almost 40 
years. The 1976 Act is outdated on several fronts and 
no longer meets international standards. Honourable 
Members will be aware that the Financial Action Task-
force (FATF), an intergovernmental body was estab-
lished in 1989 by the Ministers of its member jurisdic-
tions—the United Kingdom and the European Com-
mission being 2 of the 34 members. 
 Mr. Speaker, the objectives of the FATF are to 
set standards to promote effective implementation of 
legal regulatory and operational measures to combat 
money laundering and terrorist financing. To that end, 
FATF has made 40 recommendations which are con-
sidered the international standards on combating 
money laundering and financing terrorism (AML/ATF). 
In the 2008 International Monetary Fund Country Re-
port 8-336, an Assessment of Bermuda’s Financial 
Sector Supervision and Regulation, one area of vul-
nerability that was identified related to designated 
non-financial businesses and professions (DNFBP), 
which includes real estate agents. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda will undergo a mutual 
evaluation by the Caribbean branch of FATF in Sep-
tember 2018. Therefore, it is important for Bermuda to 
be able to demonstrate the effective implementation of 
the Superintendent’s supervisory powers during at 
least one licensing period, which expires on the 30th of 
September every year, when Bermuda is evaluated by 
the CFATF in September 2018. 
 Mr. Speaker, real estate agents are required 
to implement anti-money laundering and financial ter-
rorism programmes that are consistent with FATF 
recommendations. This means adopting similar cus-
tomer due diligence and record-keeping standards 
established by the FATF in relation to sale and pur-
chase transactions by real estate agents. 
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 To that end, Mr. Speaker, NAMLC and the 
Office of Superintendent jointly established a working 
group to work with the real estate sector to develop an 
appropriate framework that is as cost-effective as 
possible. In October 2014, the working group held a 
meeting for all registered real estate agents. The real 
estate agents were: 

a) informed of the key AML/ATF legislative re-
quirements to which they are subject; and 

b) provided with a brief overview of the FATF 
recommendations that must be adopted by 
them. 
Mr. Speaker, in 2016 a raft of legislative 

amendments came into effect to various pieces of leg-
islation concerned with proceeds of crime, money 
laundering and terrorism financing with the effect that 
the Superintendent is now recognised as a competent 
authority for real estate, with responsibility for their 
supervision. However, legislative amendments are 
required to give the Superintendent statutory power 
to: 

a) establish a fit and proper criteria for obtaining 
a real estate licence; 

b) publish a statement of principles regarding 
brokers, internal policies and procedures; 

c) carry out proactive inspections of real estate 
brokers to ensure compliance; 

d) investigate and take enforcement measures 
for non-compliance. 
Now to the Bill: Agent and Broker. Mr. Speak-

er, the terms “salesman” and “agent” have been re-
placed with terms “agent” and “broker” respectively. 

Mr. Speaker, the power of the Minister to 
grant, refuse and revoke licences has been trans-
ferred to the Superintendent of Real Estate, with a 
right of appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Speaker, the Superintendent must issue a 
Statement of Principles once this Bill comes into op-
eration. The Statement of Principles will set out the 
principles in accordance with which he proposes to 
act: 

a) in interpreting the minimum criteria for the fit 
and proper test in order to be eligible for li-
censing; and 

b) in exercise of his powers. 
Mr. Speaker, the Minister’s function is now 

limited to making regulations, prescribing the practice 
and procedures for investigations, prescribing forms, 
providing for the examination of applicants for licenc-
es, and generally for the better carrying out of the 
business of the Act. 

The Advisory Board. Mr. Speaker, the Bill 
creates the regulatory regime that will enable the Su-
perintendent of Real Estate to carry out those func-
tions. The status and scope of the Real Estate Adviso-
ry Board has been changed as well. The Real Estate 
Advisory Board will no longer be an ad hoc committee 
and will be established as a permanent board with 
responsibility for advising the Superintendent of Real 

Estate on matters generally affecting the real estate 
industry. 

Regulation of Trade. Mr. Speaker, in terms of 
regulation of trading practices, namely representations 
made by agents and brokers, advertising employment 
of agent of another broker, commissions, duties of 
agents, breach of contract, there are not many chang-
es between the 1976 Act and this Bill. The main dif-
ferences are that this Bill recognises the different 
types of arrangements between brokers and agents, 
i.e., employer/employee relationships as well as inde-
pendent contractors. Also, the Bill requires a broker or 
agent to execute a listing agreement to list with him 
before listing real estate for sale, exchange, lease or 
rent. 

Mr. Speaker, the 2017 Bill also establishes 
minimum criteria for licensing. Every agent, broker, as 
well as senior executive, compliance officer and re-
porting officer in the case of large real estate compa-
nies, the brokers must be fit and proper persons. The 
fit and proper test will be based on a person’s compe-
tence, soundness of judgment and good character. 

Mr. Speaker, the Superintendent (or any per-
son authorised by him or her) has the power to inves-
tigate or inquire into: 

a) any matter concerning the due administration 
of the Act or any other Act; 

b) the circumstances surrounding a transaction 
or matter or action done by a broker or agent 
whether they are licensed or not. 
In order to carry out his investigation the Su-

perintendent has the power to require the production 
of books and records that are not subject to legal pro-
fessional privilege.  

Mr. Speaker, the Superintendent has the 
power to: revoke a licence if the fit and proper criteria 
is not met, for failure to comply with terms and condi-
tions of a licence, or for making false, misleading or 
inaccurate information; to impose a civil penalty; to 
censure a broker or an agent publicly; to make a pro-
hibition order if fit and proper criteria is not met or if 
principles of the Statement of Principles are contra-
vened; to seek injunction from the Supreme Court for 
a likely contravention of relevant requirements; to is-
sue warning notices to allow a broker or agent to rem-
edy a non-compliance; [and] to publish information 
about any matter to which the decision relates. 

Mr. Speaker, the Superintendent may now 
impose a civil penalty of up to $250,000 for failure to 
comply with any requirements under this Act or for 
contravention of the prohibition which the Superinten-
dent may consider appropriate. “Appropriate” means 
effective, proportionate and dissuasive. This provision 
may appear draconian, but it is mitigated by the Su-
perintendent’s ability to not only impose a civil penalty 
where he is satisfied that the person concerned took 
all reasonable steps and exercised all due diligence to 
ensure the requirements are complied with. 
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Mr. Speaker, the existing fine of $5,000 for the 
contravention of the 1976 Act has been increased to 
$10,000 (this is dollars) or to imprisonment for two 
years or both. The fine for failure to comply with the 
terms of a prohibition order is: on summary conviction 
$25,000 or one-year imprisonment or both; or $50,000 
or two years imprisonment or both on indictment. 

Mr. Speaker, under the 1976 Act licences ex-
pire on September 30th each year. Under this Bill the 
licensing period for licences remain the same, that is, 
licences will expire on the 30th of September for each 
year with the exception of this licensing period. Under 
this Bill a licence obtained by a person under the 1976 
Act which is due to lapse on the 30th of September 
2017 will be deemed to continue to be valid until No-
vember 30th 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, the time frame allows realtors 
two months to familiarise themselves and to become 
fully compliant with licensing requirements of the new 
statutory regime. 

With those comments, Mr. Speaker, I invite 
Honourable Members to participate. Thank you very 
much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister and Deputy Prem-
ier. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 We recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 29—sorry—constituency 19, the Hon-
ourable Jeanne Atherden. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the comments that I make right 
now are comments that I have already indicated to the 
Acting Finance Minister, so I do not think that they 
come as any mystery, but I will raise them again be-
cause I was hoping to have some sort of answer. 
 If, Mr. Speaker, you—and first of all, I must 
say that I was pleased to be able to have a sort of 
overview of where the Minister, or Acting Minister, was 
going to come, so it is . . . we all support the idea of 
making sure that the Act is modernised. We realise 
that we have to have it in terms of the FATF require-
ments and we realise that we know what we are up 
against with respect to the time constraints, et cetera. 
 And I think there are just three things that I 
just want to make clear because they all hinge on this 
one concern. The Acting Minister indicated that the 
1976 Act did not apply to attorneys who engage in 
trading in the course and as part of their practice and 
the 2012 removed this exemption. So, now . . . and I 
know the 2012 was not passed, and so we are now 
into 2017 so that what ends up happening is that if 
you fast forward to the other observation that was 
made that in terms of the regulations of trading prac-
tices the Acting Minister indicated that representation 
had been made by agents and brokers in terms of the 
duties, but that there was not much changed between 

the 1976 Act and the Bill and that this Bill recognises 
the different types of arrangements between brokers 
and agents, employers and employee relationships as 
well as independent contractors. That is fair enough. I 
think everybody understands the need to recognise 
those different arrangements.  

But the concern that I have is the fact that if 
you say that the practices have not changed that 
much and if you say that the 1976 Act did not apply to 
attorneys who were engaged in trading in the course 
and as part of their practice, then I would like for the 
Acting Minister to indicate why this exemption has 
been removed and how the concerns that have been 
made by members of the Bar are going to be ad-
dressed with respect to potentially creating more onus 
on them because of the requirement (potentially) to 
have to become a licensed agent. 
 Now, I do know that I have had a conversation 
with the Acting Minister and I hope that he will indicate 
to the House here in terms of what type of considera-
tion has been given with respect to any changes that 
could be made. I totally understand the need to have 
this put in place and I do understand the consequen-
tial timeline that we are under with respect to the 
FATF and needing to have it in place so that we can 
have the one year and being able to see how it works. 
But this issue about those persons who are in the 
normal course of their business do not feel that they 
are acting as a broker and, therefore, do not feel that 
they should be licensed, I just believe that we should 
be able to get some understanding of why this exemp-
tion was taken out and how this concern will be dealt 
with. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 22, 
the Honourable Member Gibbons. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to make a couple 
of points in support of what my honourable colleague 
Jeanne Atherden has said. This particular Bill has an 
interesting history, and as the Acting Minister said, the 
former former Government, the previous Progressive 
Labour Party administration, tabled a Bill in 2012 in 
the House which essentially was a new Bill to take 
over from the 1976 Act. It was never actually taken up 
by the House at that time; I think it was pretty close to 
the election. So in essence, in 2012/13, I think the 
new Government had a look at the Bill that was tabled 
by the former PLP Government and it was interesting.  

It was, as the Honourable Member indeed has 
said, in some respects almost identical to the 1976 
Act in that there were not a lot of changes. And so, as 
a consequence, the 1976 Act was left in place pend-
ing further discussion with the real estate industry 
which seemed to have other thoughts about additional 
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changes. So it was not really moved forward with any 
degree of change until about 2015. And at that par-
ticular time it was pretty clear that with changes and 
suggestions from NAMLC and the rest of it that we 
had to take what was essentially a historical Bill—the 
1976 Act—and start to move it forward so that we 
would be in compliance. 
 And so Honourable Members will remember 
that later on in 2016 there were essentially two 
amendments that were made to the 1976 Act. One 
was to essentially make the Registrar of Companies 
the Superintendent and put them in charge of the su-
pervisory process, taking out the Minister responsible 
at the time, which was the Minister of Economic De-
velopment. And the second was to essentially make 
under the Proceeds of Crime Anti-Money Laundering 
Act an amendment to list the Superintendent of Real 
Estate as the competent authority.  

We thought at the time those might be satis-
factory, but in essence what happened was the OECD 
group that was through here last fall, said that this 
really is not going to cut the mustard. And so there 
was clearly a need to make additional changes. And I 
think as the Honourable Member, the Acting Minister, 
who spoke to this mentioned, we had to make whole-
sale changes to take the Minister really out of a good 
part of the Bill, except for the issues of passing regula-
tions and, in this case, actually appointing the Adviso-
ry Board as well. But everything else had to go over to 
the Registrar of Companies to ensure that they were 
clearly and fully a supervisory body, that they were the 
competent authority, and that they were the ones—not 
the political arm—that had the powers to be able to 
regulate the industry. And I think those were some of 
the principal issues that were involved. 
 I would just like to come back to this issue of 
the attorneys for a second. Under the 1976 Act it is 
very clear in section 2 of that, in the Application of the 
Act, it says: “A member in good standing of the Ber-
muda Bar Association where the trade is made in the 
course and as part of his practice as an attorney” shall 
not come under the ambit of the Act. In other words 
they are exempt from the provisions of the 1976 Act.  
 Now, whether it was an oversight or whether it 
was done purposely, that was not included—that ex-
emption for practicing attorneys doing real estate 
law—in the 2012 Act. In fact, it was not included in 
what I will call “earlier” versions of this Act either. And 
I guess to sort of push the issue a little bit further, it 
seems to me that attorneys either have two choices: 
one is with the Bill before us to become a licensed 
real estate broker or agent and go through that pro-
cess; or there needs to be essentially some sort of an 
allowance for attorneys to be able to in their course of 
business to do this. And I am not sure the current Bill 
allows them to do that. 

And I guess the practical aspect of this, and I 
am sure the Honourable Member may want to reflect 
on this when he gets the answer, is that attorneys 

now, as soon as this Bill repeals the 1976 Act will be 
sort of in a difficult situation because they will no long-
er be exempt from the provisions of the Act, but they 
may not at that point be either brokers or agents 
(some of them may have done that already, I do not 
know), but there may be a period where attorneys are 
unable to practice real estate law as they currently are 
and either have to . . . I am not sure quite what is go-
ing to happen there. So we have a little bit of a lacuna 
here, I think, which needs to be addressed and which 
my honourable colleague, Jeanne Atherden, was es-
sentially referring to. So, I guess that is one of the 
questions I had. 

The other issue I had was . . . and I am going 
to end on this note, but I was a little surprised to find 
yesterday that a meeting had been arranged—and we 
thank the Honourable Member because he actually 
called to say, By the way, we’re taking this up today, 
and said there was going to be a meeting arranged in 
the Ministry of Finance. But I would hope, in the fu-
ture, that if the Government intends to take up some-
thing and not allow the full two weeks, that they let the 
Opposition and perhaps others out there who may 
have an interest in it know a little sooner. I mean, it 
was pretty clear from anybody reading this in the tran-
sition that unless this Bill gets passed by the end of 
September that all brokers and all agents would be in 
limbo. In other words, their licences would have ex-
pired and they would have been unable to essentially 
practice real estate until the Government could take 
this through.  

That would have been known some weeks 
ago it seems to me. So, I would just ask the Govern-
ment as a courtesy, knowing full well that they have 
got to do something quickly, that they let the Opposi-
tion know, not at four o’clock on the day before it is 
going to be debated and, perhaps through you, Mr. 
Speaker, move a little more promptly to let the Oppo-
sition know so that we can have an appropriate de-
bate. Now, obviously, some of us on this side had 
some familiarity with the legislation, but I think in fair-
ness this kind of thing ought to be done a little bit 
more expeditiously next time. 

So I think those are the main points that I 
wanted to make. As my honourable colleague, Jeanne 
Atherden said, we support this Bill, but there are some 
questions here in terms of the position, particularly, it 
puts attorneys into and we would appreciate having 
answers to that. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your comments. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 6, 
the Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert. You have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I think this is the right thing for 
the Government to be doing. We are under . . . we 
have some tight deadlines and sometimes we have to 
make decisions very quickly. But I find it very strange 
that the . . . and disingenuous, also, that the Shadow 
Minister of Economic Development (I believe it is) 
stands on his feet and says that we let him know like a 
day ago. Well, I would have thought by July 17th they 
were the Government and they were well aware of 
this particular Bill either coming or the drafting had 
already started with somebody. I am probably . . . I am 
saying that the drafting instructions probably came 
from the Cabinet themselves, which he was in. So 
now he is telling the Government that came in office 
on July 18th that we should let them know. There is 
something— 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Member. 
 Point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Misleading] 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. Either he was not 
listening or he did not understand my point. My point 
was that if the Government intended to take it up with-
in a week, as opposed to the normal two weeks—and 
they would have known that because of the 30th of 
September deadline here—that they could have at 
least had the courtesy . . . it has nothing to do with the 
speed with which the drafting was done. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I understand— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your point of order. 
 Continue on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I understand very clearly, 
Mr. Speaker, and that is my point. It is not the fact that 
we understand the importance of getting this Bill 
passed in this House very quickly and we should have 
given them five minutes, because my point is they 
knew all about the Bill before. 
 
The Speaker: But there is procedure that we have to 
stick to. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It is not about letting them 
know a day ahead— 
 
The Speaker: There is procedure. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —they knew very clearly, at 
the end of the day, this Bill had to come before Par-
liament because of its importance. And they are telling 

me that we have given notice for . . . as a matter of 
fact, they should have let us know two months ago 
that it was coming. We did not know. My point is that 
they were well aware of it and they knew the urgency 
of this particular Bill, and I applaud and encourage my 
colleagues, at the end of the day, to make sure that 
this is passed. 
 
The Speaker: Is there any other Member that wishes 
to speak? 
 I recognise the Government Whip, the Hon-
ourable Member Mr. Weeks. 
 Mr. Weeks, you have the floor. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just rise on a point of clarification. When the 
Government laid the Bill last Friday, I as the Whip was 
instructed to approach the Opposition Whip and ask 
her can we bring it . . . to take it to our caucus and see 
if we can bring it today. And she said she would take it 
to her caucus and let me know. And on top of that, the 
Minister . . . we arranged with the Ministry of Finance 
to give a briefing to any Member—Government or 
Opposition—that needed to be brought up to speed 
and that was four o’clock yesterday, and only one 
Member of the Opposition team, to my knowledge, 
even attended. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 We recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 
Moniz. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I declare my 
interest to the extent that I am a member of the Bar. 
This concern was raised with me this week by a 
member of the Bar and I immediately advised my col-
league, the Shadow Minister of Finance, and said we 
needed more detail on it. 

Now, what was told to me was that the con-
sultant to the Superintendent of Real Estate, the Reg-
istrar of Companies, Ms. Venous Memari, who is in 
the Chamber today, held a presentation at the begin-
ning of August. And that particular attorney had spo-
ken with her and raised the concern and subsequently 
wrote a letter dated the 11th of August and subse-
quently contacted me. And I conveyed that we were 
debating this early so time was of the essence and I 
shared it with my parliamentary colleagues. 
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 So, at that point in time I suggested that it 
might be appropriate to have the Bar itself write to the 
Minister, which did happen. 
 
The Speaker: It did or did not? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: It did happen. 

Yesterday a letter was sent to the Minister by 
the Vice President of the Bar (because the President 
was away) enclosing the other letter and expressing 
the Bar’s concerns that this would apply—that these 
new requirements under this Act—would apply to 
members of the Bar who were in the normal course of 
their practice engaged with practice in real estate. 
 I have not formed any particular opinion on 
that and, perhaps, I should have attended the presen-
tation yesterday because what I am getting out of it 
seems to be two different stories. You know, on the 
one hand I am being told, Well, sometimes there are 
lawyers who actually do trade in real estate as a real 
agent getting a much higher commission. You know, 
for example, if a lawyer does a transaction, he would 
get far less than . . . I do not know, 1 per cent of a 
transaction, probably 0.1 [per cent] on the transaction. 
A real estate agent gets 5 per cent, so they get a 
much higher fee. So you can see it is an attraction to 
lawyers sometimes to put themselves forward as a 
real estate agent and charge that fee where they get 
the opportunity, and there may be some abuse there 
in rare cases. 
 So what I want to be clear on is that where a 
lawyer was engaged in a normal course of practice—
doing a mortgage or conveyance—then he would not 
be caught by this Act. And that is what we are looking 
for. We are just looking . . . for the Minister to give an 
undertaking to the Bar that where that is all the lawyer 
is doing is doing a transaction as a lawyer, nothing 
more, that he is not caught by the ambit of this Act. I 
read the sections involved and I can see how they 
could be read either way. So I think all we are looking 
for is an undertaking from the floor. If the Minister is 
able to do that, it might resolve the matter. 
 I am obliged, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak to it? 
 Any other Member? 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 If I can just address some of the questions 
that were raised, and I would just like to say that I am 
as bewildered by the statements of the Honourable 
Member who sits in constituency 22 because as soon 
as this . . . understanding the urgency of this Bill, eve-
ry effort was made to . . . and as the Honourable 
Member who is our Government Whip articulated the 
facts of events exactly as they happened, every effort 
was made to ensure—mindful of the urgency of this 

matter—to ensure that the Opposition was included, 
knowing that in order to meet the deadline this Bill, 
once it had gone through the normal process upon 
which Government Bills must go through (and those 
Members who were members of the Government un-
derstand what that is). Once the Bill was laid in this 
House, the process was made to expedite it in the 
way. 

Efforts were made to contact the Opposition 
on this point on which they presumably agreed, but 
their Honourable Member who sits for [constituen-
cy] 22 is acting like somehow we infringed on their 
right. But we made sure that we were completely 
transparent about what we intended to do. So the 
Honourable Member is suggesting that we were not, 
so I have great exception with what he is suggesting. 
Too, over 48 hours prior the Honourable Whip on our 
side made contact with the Whip for the Opposition 
informing them of the meeting that was scheduled at 
the Ministry of Finance yesterday for all Members of 
the Legislature—that includes this Chamber and the 
Upper Chamber—to have a briefing on this legislation, 
mindful of the time—every Member. Now, I do not 
know what happened with the communication in rela-
tion to the Opposition, but I myself, as a courtesy, 
called the Opposition Leader to make sure that the 
message was communicated from my office, as the 
Acting Premier, yesterday to make her aware that our 
Whip, the day before, had made communication with 
their Whip on this point. Right? 
 
An Hon. Member: Last Friday. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Well, as I know . . . I was not 
here last Friday so I cannot speak for it, but I know my 
own actions in this were an effort to ensure that the 
Opposition was fully . . . had the same capability of 
dealing with this Act as Members of the Government, 
though the Honourable Member for [constituency] 22 
suggests that we did not make that same effort. So 
that is why I am a little bothered by his statement and 
it stands totally untrue, Mr. Speaker, because we 
made every effort to ensure that essentially that the 
Opposition and the Government walk together— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of clarifica-
tion. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —around the Bill— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of clarifica-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —mindful of the urgency. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier, just yield for a point of 
order. 
 Madam Opposition Leader. 
 



170 22 September 2017 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just think it is important for us 
to make sure that we have the chronology correct. 
And the Acting Premier called me at 10:20 yesterday 
morning to advise that there was going to be a meet-
ing at four o’clock yesterday afternoon for all Mem-
bers, both Opposition and Government, at the Fi-
nance Ministry to consider this particular Bill. I said to 
him that I would make sure that my Members were 
made aware, and at 10:32 I sent communication out 
to say that at four o’clock yesterday afternoon there 
would be a meeting. 
 That is the lateness to which my honourable 
colleague from constituency 22 referred, that there 
was a meeting at four o’clock on the day before to go 
over the rudiments and the content of the Bill that was 
going to be debated the following day. So I just want-
ed to make that clear. We are not suggesting there is 
anything untoward, it is just important that when we 
have legislation that has significant impact, it is im-
portant that not only do we have sufficient advance 
notice, but that we have the opportunity to delve in-
to—this is quite a hefty piece of legislation—and sev-
en days is not necessarily ample time. So we just 
wanted to make sure that that was clear. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Might I suggest that we can move on 
past this? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Because I think there were some ques-
tions that were raised in reference to the legislation 
itself and let us not get bogged down on this series of 
conversation. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I— 
 
The Speaker: I think the House—the Speaker—had 
been made aware that both sides had agreed to it and 
that is why this matter proceeded. So, let us continue 
on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I just wanted to make clear what the Govern-
ment’s position was and the effort we made. 
 
The Speaker: Just move on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am happy to move on. 
 
The Speaker: Sure, okay. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: But the record needs to 
show— 
 

The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —the facts. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, it is done. Move on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: In relation to the question . . . 
this issue of the lawyers and the exemption from the 
1976 Act being removed is something that, yes, we 
are very aware of . . . has raised some concerns 
amongst the Bar. I have seen the communications 
with the Bar. And I can say that yesterday, during the 
period . . . and during the time that I have become 
abreast of this Bill, I appreciate . . . and I will declare 
my own interest. I have a relationship with somebody 
who is a long-standing practitioner of the conveyance 
Bar. So I am just declaring that interest. And the Hon-
ourable Attorney General shakes his head, as do oth-
ers who would know. So I am aware of the nature of 
that practice to some degree. 
 Mindful of the concern, the effort was made to 
ensure that everyone who has a concern around this 
has their opportunity to ensure that they are not in-
jured because it . . . I can see how it could be read 
that the way this clause was originally worded, it could 
put some people into a position of illegality once it 
passed. So, the undertaking has been made, after 
consultation with the Superintendent, to sit with the 
Bar once this Bill is passed and to immediately begin 
to present an amendment to the clause so that those 
who are the practitioners, who actually this is their 
normal course of business, can see relief from that 
standpoint. 
 I think what has to be understood is that we 
are looking to protect those who are the beneficiaries 
of these services—realtors as well as the legal ser-
vices. There are cases in the past where there have 
been issues with what has happened and people who 
are, perhaps, not as competent as they should be 
have brought a situation into play which has injured 
someone, sometimes not in the immediate, but years 
later they find themselves in a serious legal situation 
with their property because the practitioner whom they 
were dealing with was not competent. And one of the 
efforts of this Bill is to put in place a clear international 
standard supervisory regime on everyone who prac-
tices real estate within the real estate space in Ber-
muda and to have us in compliance with our NAMLC 
obligations which are coming. And this Bill has to . . . 
okay, for us to meet that, September 30th this Bill 
would need to be in place.  

But even outside of that, yesterday as a result 
of the concerns then I made this commitment to the 
Shadow Minister of Finance, when she visited the of-
fice to have the presentation on the Bill, that an under-
taking is made by the Government to actually make 
sure . . . to see that this provision is revisited due to 
the concerns raised by the Bar. Not only did I verbally 
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give that commitment, but that commitment was acted 
on immediately.  

I have here a communication from the Super-
intendent with the Bar Council setting up a . . . re-
questing an appointment with the sub-committee of 
those members with the Bar who will discuss this mat-
ter to bring the appropriate amendment that will pro-
vide the relief that I described. So that commitment 
not only has been stated, it has been acted upon, Mr. 
Speaker, and I do hope that that provides the Opposi-
tion with some comfort in that the Government intends 
to bring back and consider any changes that would 
assist with relief, particularly for those who are the 
established practitioners in the conveyancing space, 
that this provision of which they are concerned does 
not injure them. 
 But from the standpoint of ensuring that peo-
ple, at the end of the day, those who are the benefi-
ciaries of these services do not find themselves, be-
cause of dealing with persons who are not properly 
qualified or not under proper supervision, carry out 
transactions that injure their interests. I hope that pro-
vides an appropriate answer to that question. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not know if there were any 
other questions. That was the chief question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Okay. No, no, you need to take further 
action. You are closing out. Do you want to move this 
on? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now ask that the Bill be 
committed, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Mr. Deputy? 
 

House in Committee at 3:24 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
REAL ESTATE BROKERS’ LICENSING ACT 2017 

 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole House for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Real Estate Brokers’ Licens-
ing Act 2017. I call on the Minister in charge to pro-
ceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Clause 1 is the standard citation clause. 
 I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, might I request that 
we do clauses 1 through 10, do it in three tranches? Is 
that— 
 

The Chairman: Any objections to moving clauses 1 
through 10? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —in agreement to the Oppo-
sition.  
The Chairman: There appear to be none. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And then 11 through 20 . . . 
 
The Chairman: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Clause 1 is the standard cita-
tion clause. 
 Clause 2 is the Interpretation section along 
the changes made here. An “agent” is now known as 
a “broker” and a “salesman” is now to be known as an 
“agent.” 
 Clause 3 deals with persons to whom the Act 
does apply. 
 
An Hon. Member: Does not apply. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Does not apply, sorry. Yes, 
thank you. 

Lawyers, members in good standing with the 
Bermuda Bar who traded in the course and as part of 
their practice as attorneys, were exempt from the re-
quirements of the 1976 Act. Under this Act they will no 
longer be exempt. Bear in mind the commitment that I 
have made to the House in the other period, Mr. 
Chairman, of which we will move on that. 
 Clause 4 provides the Superintendent of Real 
Estate is the Supervisory Authority for real estate 
agents and brokers for the detection and prevention of 
money laundering and the financing of terrorism and 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 
 Clause 5 sets out the functions of the Superin-
tendent of Real Estate, namely, the supervision of the 
real estate industry, keeping under review the opera-
tion of this Act, and making a report to the Minister of 
his activities within six months after the end of each 
calendar year. 
 Clause 6 requires the Superintendent of Real 
Estate to publish a Statement of Principles, which will 
indicate to persons in the real estate industry how the 
Superintendent will carry out certain aspects of his or 
her licensing and supervisory functions. 
 Clause 7 empowers the Minister to issue to 
the Superintendent of Real Estate general policy di-
rections which the Superintendent must comply with. 
Such directions must not conflict with the Superinten-
dent’s functions under the Act. 
 Clause 8 provides that a person may not trade 
in real estate unless he or she is licensed under the 
Act.  
 Clause 9 provides that no broker can be li-
censed in Bermuda unless he maintains an office in 
Bermuda and he meets the minimum criteria as set 
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out in Schedule 1 of this Act in respect of his or her 
real estate business. 
 Clause 10 provides that an agent can only be 
licensed where he is the agent of a broker and meets 
the minimum criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the Act. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers to clauses 1 
through 10? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Just to say, Mr. Chairman, 
that bearing in mind that the Acting Minister, Finance 
Minister, has indicated that he will follow through on 
that, I think that we just need to be mindful of that . . . 
depending on the conversation that he has with the 
Bar, that it might end up being that it is not the Appli-
cation of the Act that ends up being the place where 
you make, what I call, the adjustment. It could just as 
easily be section 8 which talks about Trading in Real 
Estate. I am just going to say that it could be one of 
those. I do not want us to think that it is just one place. 

But I appreciate your undertaking to get to-
gether with them to come up with something that 
works because I think we all want to make sure that it 
works and get this done as quickly as possible so that 
we can have that full year between the new licence 
and the time that NAMLC people come—FATF people 
come, sorry. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 Mr. Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Just to answer on that point, 
Mr. Chairman. Yes, we recognise that the change 
made to the earlier clause might affect definitions in 
other places, so we are mindful that this will be taken 
into consideration with those discussions going for-
ward. 
 Clause 11, if I can continue— 
 
The Chairman: Do you want to move the first 10? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am sorry. I would like to 
move clauses 1 through 10, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 10 be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Agreed to. 
 Carry on. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 10 passed.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Clause 11— 
 
The Chairman: Would you do [clause] 11 to what? 
 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: [Clauses] 11 through 30, how 
is that? 
 
The Chairman: Thirty. 
 Any objections to doing [clauses] 11 through 
30? There appear to be none. 
 Carry on, Mr. Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Clause 11 deals with the li-
censing of partnerships and companies as brokers. 
 Clause 12 establishes the Real Estate Adviso-
ry Board which will have responsibility for advising the 
Superintendent of Real Estate generally. The constitu-
tion and procedure of the Board is provided in Sched-
ule 2 of the Act. 
 Clause 13 deals with powers of the Superin-
tendent of Real Estate, namely, granting and refusing 
to grant licences. 
 Clause 14 provides that an application for a 
licence must be submitted on a prescribed form and 
accompanied by the requisite fee. 
 Clause 15 provides that the application must 
state an address for service in Bermuda.  
 Clause 16 provides that the Superintendent of 
Real Estate may require further information or verifica-
tion. 
 Clause 17 provides for the revocation of a 
licence. Paragraphs (a) to (c) set out the grounds of 
revocation, namely: (a) if the minimum criteria set out 
in Schedule 1 is not met; (b) if there is failure to com-
ply with the terms and conditions of a licence; and 
(c) if false, misleading, or inaccurate information was 
provided on an application to the Superintendent. 
 Clause 18 requires that the Superintendent of 
Real Estate give notice to a broker or agent where he 
proposes to revoke his licence. The Superintendent is 
required to notify the broker or agent of his intention 
and of the grounds of his proposed action. 
 Clause 19 provides for the surrender of a li-
cence by a broker or agent. 
 Clause 20 requires that the broker notify the 
Superintendent of Real Estate of: (a) a change in the 
address for service; (b) a change in the partners in 
case of a partnership; and (c) the commencement and 
termination of employment or association with each 
agent. 
 Clause 21 provides the Superintendent of Re-
al Estate power to investigate or authorise someone 
to investigate a complaint or whenever the Superin-
tendent deems it necessary in respect of: (a) a matter 
concerning the due administration of this Act or any 
other Act; or (b) the circumstances surrounding a 
transaction or matter or action done by a broker or 
agent, whether or not they are licensed. 
 Clause 22 deals with matters incidental to 
investigations under clause 21. 
 Clause 23 deals with the books and accounts 
that brokers must keep. Just a minute . . .  
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[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I beg your indulgence. I have 
been made aware of a technical officers, there is an 
amendment that needs to be made. I was not aware 
and I— 
 
The Chairman: We have not seen it. Any amendment 
should come first. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I apologise. I was not aware 
of this. 
 
The Chairman: Make sure the Opposition gets it and 
make sure we get it. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The Sergeant-at-Arms has 
the copies. I was not aware that this was here, so I 
beg your indulgence— 
 
The Chairman: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —so I can deal with it. 
 
The Chairman: Maybe you want to go to the next and 
then just give the Opposition time— 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —yes we can do this after I 
finish reading those clauses up to 30. 
 
The Chairman: Agreed. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: My apologies to the House for 
the delay. 
 
The Chairman: Accepted. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: In the normal practice, if 
one was going to make an amendment . . . we would 
stop after [clause] 22. So shall we just go to 
[clause] 22 and then we can make the amendment. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: You are making something 
on [clause] 22, so shall we just go to [clause] 21 so we 
can deal with questions? And then afterwards we can 
make the amendment in [clause] 22 and then go for-
ward. 

The Chairman: Well, we can do it that way, but it is 
not . . . we do not have to. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I was going to read right to 
[clause] 30 and then we can go back and make that 
amendment— 
 
The Chairman: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —and then move forward 
from there, Mr. Chairman, if that is fine with you. 
 
The Chairman: That is fine, fine. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Clause 23 deals with the 
books and accounts that brokers must keep. 

Clauses 24 and 25, no action may be brought 
for a commission or remuneration or for the recovery 
of a commission or remuneration in connection with 
services rendered in connection with a trade in real 
estate unless at the time of rendering the service, the 
person bringing the action was a licensed broker. 

Clause 26 provides that no broker or agent 
may make a representation regarding: (a) reselling or 
in any way guaranteeing or promising to sell real es-
tate offered for sale by him; (b) sell any of the pur-
chases of real estate; or (c) procure a mortgage, 
lease, or extension of a lease. 

Clause 27 provides for the information that 
must be stated in an advertisement to purchase, sell, 
exchange, or lease real estate. 

Clause 28 provides that a broker may not em-
ploy or remunerate another broker’s agent. 

Clause 29 provides that an unlicensed person 
may not be remunerated for trading in real estate. 

Clause 30 prohibits a broker generally from 
purchasing real estate listed with him and the circum-
stances where he may do so. 

 
The Chairman: Deputy Premier, do we want to deal 
with the matter with [clause] 22 first? 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 I hope that that gave time for people also to 
consider the amendment. That was one reason why I 
was happy to read all of that area. 
 And I will read the amendment, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 

AMENDMENTS TO CLAUSE 22 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The Real Estate Brokers’ Li-
censing Bill 2017 be amended in clause 22 as follows: 
in subsection (2), by deleting the word “Minister” and 
substituting “Superintendent of Real Estate”; and in 
subsection (4) by inserting the words “of Real Estate” 
after the word “Superintendent.” 
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 In Schedule 3 by deleting the section— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: We have not 
reached the Schedules yet. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Oh, I am sorry. I will stop 
there. Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, just for clari-
ty, Mr. Chairman, if the Minister could just read how 
the new clause— 
 
The Chairman: Would read? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —sentence is 
supposed to read and that would help. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I just read it. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: No, you just 
said— 
 
The Chairman: Do it again. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —implementing, 
deleting . . . just read the whole thing as it ought to be. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I did read . . . I thought that 
was what I did, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Well, do it again, that is fine. You can 
do it again. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: We have got time. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: In clause 22, in subsection (2) 
by deleting the word “Minister” and substituting— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Sorry, sorry, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 What I asking the Honourable Member to do 
is to go to clause 22, subsection (2) saying that clause 
22, subsection (2) now reads: “A person who has the 
custody . . .” not by deleting . . . not taking into ac-
count the amendments, but reading the clause as it 
ought to exist, just for clarity for the Hansard. 
 
The Chairman: Can you . . . 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I thought I did read clause 22 
already. 
 
The Chairman: Do it again, Deputy [Premier]. 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Just clause 22 
reads. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: She is asking you to 
read what it sounds like after the amendment. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: After the amend-
ment. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, I read the amendment, 
Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Deputy Premier, will you do it again, 
please? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Okay. 
 I am reading the amendment— 
 
The Chairman: Yes, but read it as it would sound in 
the actual Act after the amendment is done. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: After the amend-
ment. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: How does the clause 
read after the amendment? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, after the amendment has been 
made. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Just a moment, Mr. Chair-
man. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I think this is 
pretty straightforward. I am merely deleting words 
from the existing clause 22. 
 
The Chairman: You are deleting and you are adding. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And I will read it as it is going 
to read— 
 
The Chairman: Right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —clause 22. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you Deputy [Premier]. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Clause 22: “Production of 
documents.” Subsection (2) will read as such: “A per-
son who has the custody, possession or control of the 
books or documents referred to in subsection (1) shall 
within five business days of a demand produce and 
permit the inspection of them by the” (instead of the 
Minister, it will read)“Superintendent of Real Estate or 
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a person authorised by the Superintendent of Real 
Estate.”  

That is it. So I am deleting “Minister” and put-
ting in “Superintendent of Real Estate.” Pretty straight-
forward, I think. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And what I read indicated that 
I was deleting [the word] “Minister.” 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. That is okay. 
 Any speakers? Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Just also, Mr. 
Chairman, for the purposes of subsection (4) of 
[clause] 22, similarly. I will just go through it very 
quickly if the Minister does not mind. 
 It will now read—if the Minister can confirm—
“Where an investigation is being carried out under 
section 21, the Superintendent of Real Estate or the 
person conducting the investigation may seize and 
take possession of documents, books, papers, corre-
spondence, communications or records of the person 
or the business which is being investigated.” 
 And that is how it will read after the amend-
ment? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, in the following subsec-
tion (4) it is adding in [the words] “of Real Estate” as I 
have indicated in the amendment that I read. 
 
The Chairman: Right. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: So perhaps they do not have 
a copy of the Act where they could themselves see it, 
but that is exactly what I described here in this 
amendment. 
 
The Chairman: Any objections to the amendment? 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: No. 
 
The Chairman: No objections. 
 The amendments to clause 22 are approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Amendments to clause 22 passed.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: May I ask that clauses 11 
through 30 be— 
 
The Chairman: Wait one second. 
 Honourable Member? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I did not have a question 
on [clause] 22, but I did have a question on the rest of 
the [clauses] 11 through 30.  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No problem. 

The Chairman: Go ahead, Honourable Member. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I just, with respect to 
clauses 22 and 23, the “Production of documents” and 
the [“Broker’s Accounts.”] 
 I guess I would like to ask the Acting Minister, 
is there any . . . I know that we are saying that we are 
just sort of changing the words around, we are putting 
in “Superintendent” and we are sort of making sure 
that all of these things are just updating stuff, but is 
any of this going to add, what I call, more . . . I do not 
want to say “red tape” because I believe “red tape” 
implies that it is not something that is good.  

I understand the need to have this, but is this 
going to add to the complexity of persons who are 
potentially existing now as real estate agents or real 
estate brokers? Because we always keep hearing 
people talk about the little man and are we going to 
make it more difficult for the little man to stay in busi-
ness. And so I just wondered whether [if], at the cur-
rent time, these things are already required to be pro-
duced so that a little man, per se, should not have to 
worry about doing it? And anybody that decides that 
they want to go into business should not find it oner-
ous to be able to comply with these requirements. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I can answer 
that. 
 All we are doing with this Act is ensuring that 
the supervision and actions around real estate are no 
longer in the hands of the Minister. It is now where we 
are creating, as per NAMLC [sic] requirements, an 
independent supervisory body that has all those pow-
ers which are moved from the Minister and it is clear 
as to how the supervision of the real estate industry is 
going to be. It is adding no additional bureaucracy to 
the supervision; it is merely making sure that all those 
activities which were over with the Minister are clearly 
under a distinct, identifiable, supervisory body going 
forward for the purposes of our complying with 
NAMLC [sic] going forward. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Deputy [Premier]. 
 Any further speakers? 
 Minister, Deputy Premier, do you want to 
move clauses 11 through 30. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And I will just correct that. 
That is [FATF], not NAMLC. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: FATF. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: F-A-T-F, sorry. But it is all 
bundled up for us these days anyway. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: The alphabet. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes. I wish to move clauses 
11 through 30, Mr. Chairman, as read. 
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Some Hon. Members: As amended. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: And as amended, sorry. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 11 
through 30, as amended, be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Agreed. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 11 through 30 passed as 
amended.] 
 
The Chairman: Minister, carry on. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Clause 31 sets out the duties of an agent. 
 
The Chairman: What are you doing, [clause] 31 
through? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am sorry, [clause] 31 to . . . I 
can go right through if that is for the appetite of Mem-
bers of the House. 
 
The Chairman: No objection to that? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. 
 Mr. Chairman, I should be obliged. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, carry on. Carry on, Deputy 
Premier. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. 

Clause 31 sets out the duties of an agent. 
Clause 32 provides that a broker or agent 

may not induce a party to break a contract for the pur-
pose of entering into a contract with another principal. 

Clause 33 deals with commission and other 
remuneration and provides how they are to be deter-
mined. 

Clause 34 deals with agreements to list real 
estate. 

Clause 35 empowers the Superintendent of 
Real Estate to impose civil penalties for failure to 
comply with any requirement or contravention of any 
prohibition imposed by or under the Act. 

Clause 36 makes provision for imposing fines. 
The Superintendent of Real Estate is required to give 
a warning notice first, followed by a decision notice. 

Clauses 44 and 45 make provision for the 
contents of such notices. 

Clause 37 provides for the public censure of a 
real estate broker or a real estate agent that has con-
travened the provisions of the Act. The Superinten-
dent may publish a statement to that effect. 

Clause 38 requires the Superintendent of Re-
al Estate to give a warning notice and a decision no-
tice to a broker or an agent of a proposal or a deci-
sion, respectively, to publish a statement under sec-
tion 38. 

Clause 39 empowers the Superintendent of 
Real Estate to make a prohibition order prohibiting an 
individual from performing any function in relation to 
being a broker or an agent if that individual is not a fit 
and proper person to perform those functions. 

Clauses 40 through 42. The Superintendent of 
Real Estate is required to have regard to certain mat-
ters exercising discretion to issue a prohibition order. 
The requirement that real estate brokers and agents 
be fit and proper persons is a common requirement 
under regulatory Acts. A broker or agent who per-
forms or agrees to perform a function in breach of the 
order would be liable to a civil penalty under sec-
tion 36. The Superintendent may revoke or amend a 
prohibition order if he or she is satisfied that a person 
in respect of whom an order is made has become a fit 
and proper person. 

Clause 43 allows for the issue of injunction 
[orders] by the Supreme Court on application of the 
Superintendent of Real Estate. 

Clauses 45 through 47 set out the initial steps 
to be taken by the Superintendent of Real Estate in 
any disciplinary measures he seeks to impose under 
the Act. The provisions require the Superintendent to 
give due process to any broker or agent he has the 
power to impose disciplinary measures on beginning 
with the warning notice. 

Clause 48 provides that a person aggrieved 
by a decision of the [Superintendent] may appeal to 
the Supreme Court. 

Clause 49 deals with offences and penalties. 
Clause 50 provides a mechanism for the re-

covery of civil penalties imposed under the Act. The 
Superintendent of Real Estate may claim the amount 
owing by way of civil proceedings in court. The clause 
also directs that where a person is convicted of a 
criminal charge, no civil penalty can be imposed rela-
tive to the same matter. 

Clause 51 provides that a prosecution under 
this Act may be commenced within three years of the 
date that the offence is alleged to have been commit-
ted. 

Clause 52, a statement as to the licensing or 
non-licensing of a person under this Act, purporting to 
be certified by the Superintendent, shall, without proof 
of the office or signature of the person certifying, be 
receivable in evidence so far as relevant for all pur-
poses in any action, proceeding or prosecution. 

Clause 53, Mr. Chairman, empowers the Min-
ister to make Regulations for the effective implemen-
tation of the provisions of this Act. The negative reso-
lution procedure shall apply to Regulations made un-
der this section. 
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Clause 54 confers protection from liability for 
acts done, or omitted to be done, in good faith by the 
Superintendent of Real Estate or any person who is or 
is acting as an officer or servant on his behalf in good 
faith. 

Clause 55 makes consequential amendments 
and provides for other consequential amendments to 
be provided in Schedule 3. 

Clause 56 repeals the Real Estate Agents’ Li-
censing Act 1976, and makes provision for the saving 
of the Real Estate Agents’ Licensing Regulations 
1977 and provides for transitional provisions for: 
(1) persons licensed under the repealed Act to be 
considered licensed under this Act; and (2) that li-
cences granted under the repealed Act due to expire 
on 30th September 2017 will be extended until 30th 
November 2017. 
 The only other thing I have to do is the 
amendment in the Schedule, which I made reference 
to earlier. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Any further speakers? 
 The Honourable Shadow Finance Minister. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Acting Minister, I just have one question with 
respect to [clause] 51. It says “Notwithstanding sec-
tion 80 of the Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure Act 
2015, a prosecution under this Act shall be com-
menced within three years from the date on which the 
offence is alleged to have been committed.” 
 And I am just mindful of the fact when we 
were earlier talking about some other real estate deals 
that might have or not have taken place, et cetera, 
and time has sort of marched on, I am just wondering 
whether those type of things, if they were future is-
sues, whether there then would be a requirement for 
whoever the bodies are that have the responsibility for 
this to get on and make sure that within three years 
some sort of prosecution would have taken place. And 
I guess the question is, if it did not take place what 
would happen? 
 
The Chairman: Deputy Premier, do you want to re-
spond to that? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I suspect that, 
perhaps, other limitations under the law might apply 
here and allow for a proper prosecution to be made. 
But I will confirm details of that and I will undertake it 
to inform the Honourable Member exactly on that 
point. 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Do you want to move clauses 31 through 56, 
Minister? 
 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I ask that we 
approve clauses 31 through 56. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. It has been moved that clauses 
31 through 56 be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 
Some Hon. Members: No. 
The Chairman: There appear to be none. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 31 through 56 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Do you want to deal with the Sched-
ules now? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, I would like to move the 
amendment to the Schedule, Mr. Chairman. 
 In Schedule 3 by deleting section— 
 
The Chairman: Are you moving Schedules 1 through 
3? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, but I have an amend-
ment that I would also— 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I would like to state the 
amendment first and then move it after we finish and 
approve the amendment. 
 
The Chairman: Go right ahead. 
 

AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 3 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: In Schedule 3 by deleting the 
[words] “(Section 56)” in brackets, following the head-
ing of the Schedule, and substituting [the words] 
“(Section 55)”. It is just changing one number. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. So I ask that we 
move the Schedules 1 through 3. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, it has been moved . . . any ob-
jections? Any further speakers, I should say? 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, Mr. Chairman, you 
have got another typo on page 23, Schedule 1, (Sec-
tion 1(1)(b)). You have got two semicolons there, if we 
are dealing with typos. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, I see. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Chairman: That is just a typo. 
 Any further speakers? 
 Deputy Premier? 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Chairman, I am advised 
that Chambers can make that correction on the 
Schedule. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 So you are moving the Schedules? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, I wish to move the 
Schedules, 1 through 3. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedules 1 
through 3 be approved, as amended. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be no objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Schedules 1 through 3 passed as 
amended.] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I would ask now that the Bill be reported to the 
House as amended. 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: The Preamble. 

 
The Chairman: Well, you have got to move the Pre-
amble. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am sorry, I move the Pre-
amble. I move that the Preamble be approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be no objections. 
 Agreed to. 

Continue. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I move that the Bill be report-
ed to the House, as amended. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed and as amended. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There appear to be no objections. 
 Agreed to. The Bill will be reported to the 
House as printed and as amended. 
 
[Motion carried: The Real Estate Brokers’ Licensing 
Act 2017 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed with amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 3:56 pm 
 

[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

REAL ESTATE BROKERS’ LICENSING ACT 2017 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to the [Bill] as amend-
ed? 
 No objections? We will move on to . . . oh, 
that completes the last item on the Order Paper today 
that was done. We are going to carry over [Orders 
Nos.] 9 and 10. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Yes, and we will now do third readings, 
Ministers. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. I 
am just standing in for the Minister of Health— 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: —who decided to vacate the 
Chambers temporarily. 
 I move that [Standing Order 21] be suspended 
for me to allow the third reading of the Quarantine 
Amendment Act 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, continue. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

QUARANTINE AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I move that the House do now 
approve the Quarantine Amendment Act 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
[Standing Orders] be suspended to allow for the third 
reading of the Proceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 2) 
[Act] 2017. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Procedure] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
 Just before the Honourable Member goes on 
to the next Order he should be asking to move that 
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the Bill do now pass, the one that he had just read for 
the third time. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes, correct. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, honourable col-
leagues. I am happy to be guided. 
 I move that— 
 
The Speaker: You were doing [Order] No. 5. You 
have done Order No. 5, you move that to pass before 
you go on to Order No. 6. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I move that the Quarantine 
Amendment Act 2017 do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. It is passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Quarantine Amendment Act 2017 
was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Do you want to continue or are you 
going to let the substantive Minister? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Well, now that she has returned 
she can proceed. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Minister, would you like to do [Order] No. 6? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Third reading. 
 
An Hon. Member: The Regulations were passed. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, that is right. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, that is right, that is right. The Regu-
lations do not . . . okay, fine. 
 We will now move on. 

Deputy Premier, are you going to do No.— 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Ah, Mr. Speaker? 
 [Order] No. 4, the Proceeds of Crime. 
 
The Speaker: [Order] No. 4, yes, yes. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I move that Stand-
ing Order 21 be suspended to enable to me to move 
that the Bill entitled Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2017 be now read the third time by its title 
only. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME 
AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: I now move that the Bill do now 
pass. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 It has passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2017 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier, you do [Order] No. 8, 
No. 1? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: One, two, three and eight. 
 
The Speaker: Well, let us do [Order] No. 1 first. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: One, yes, of course. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that Standing 
Order 21 be suspended to enable me to move the Bill 
entitled Companies Amendment (No. 2) Act 2017 be 
now read a third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2017 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
 
The Speaker: No objections? 
 Passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Companies Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2017 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: You can do the next item, [Order] 
No. 2. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
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Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that Standing 
Order 21 be suspended to enable me to move that the 
Bill entitled Payroll Tax Amendment (No. 3) Act 2017 
be now read a third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 No objections. Continue. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 2017 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 It has now passed. 
  
[Motion carried: The Payroll Tax Amendment (No. 3) 
Act 2017 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier, you can continue with 
Order No. 3. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that Standing 
Order 21 be suspended to enable me to move that the 
Bill entitled USA–Bermuda Tax Convention (No. 3) 
Amendment Act 2017 be now read a third time by its 
title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that?  

No objections. 
Continue on, Deputy Premier. 

 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

USA–BERMUDA TAX CONVENTION (NO. 3) 
AMENDMENT ACT 2017 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 It has now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The USA-Bermuda Tax Convention 
(No. 3) Amendment Act 2017 was read a third time 
and passed.] 

The Speaker: Deputy Premier, would you like to 
move Order No. 8? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that Standing 
Order 21 be suspended to enable me to move that the 
Bill entitled: the Real Estate Brokers’ Licensing Act 
2017 be now read a third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that?  

No objections. 
Continue, Deputy Premier. 

 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
REAL ESTATE BROKERS’ LICENSING ACT 2017 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I now move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
 
The Speaker: No objections. 
 The Bill has now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Real Estate Brokers’ Licensing 
Act 2017 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Deputy Premier? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I do now ask 
that the House do adjourn until its next sitting in seven 
days. 
 
The Speaker: Does any Member wish to speak to . . . 
okay. I caught the eye of the Member from constitu-
ency 10, the Honourable Member, Mr. Dunkley. 
 Mr. Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good evening to you, colleagues. 
 Before I get started on the comments I wanted 
to make, I just want to take this opportunity since we 
appear to be finishing at an early stage tonight to wish 
one of our Members a happy 32nd birthday. Our col-
league from constituency 20, I think turns 32 today. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: You said 32nd? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Anyway— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: I thought you were pretty good at math, 
Honourable Member. But I may question that now, but 
we will accept it. 
 

GAMING 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight 
to take some time in the motion to adjourn to address 
the subject of gaming which has caused me to think 
deeply over the last couple of weeks because I am 
concerned about the lack of direction at this time. Mr. 
Speaker, I am very concerned that if we do not con-
duct ourselves in an appropriate way to move it for-
ward, gaming will never happen in Bermuda. 
 There are a couple of points that I want to 
speak to tonight, Mr. Speaker. And simply put, I am 
concerned because if the structure is not set up 
properly for the betterment of our people, for the pro-
gress of Bermuda, and of course, for the [investment] 
that will take place, we will never see it get off the 
ground. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am sure you are well aware 
that when you consider gaming, there are many things 
that have to be considered. First and foremost, we 
need to have the legislation and we need to have the 
regulations that are appropriate to build that model, or 
to build that mousetrap that is effective for the people 
of Bermuda. So, not only is it the operations of the 
casinos, but you have to be able to deal with some 
critical issues such as problem gaming. You have to 
be able to deal with the ever-present challenges such 
as corruption or fraud that would take place. That is a 
reality of the industry when you look at gaming. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, when the current Govern-
ment was in the Opposition, I had to give them credit. 
They did a very good job of being very critical of the 
Government of the day. And I think, to some extent 
that was helpful. But in many other extents it impeded 
the progress of gaming as we [tried to] go forward. I 
say that, Mr. Speaker, because I think there was 
some unfair criticism. I think there was some misin-
formation from time to time. And I think that Members 
used their immunity on the floor of the House of As-
sembly to launch unwarranted attacks on individuals 
who could not defend themselves. And all of this I 
think has slowed down the progress of gaming which 
is vital for our tourism industry to continue to rebound. 
 I note today, Mr. Speaker, as I speak, it may 
be over at the present time, but there is a public meet-
ing being held at BUEI [Bermuda Underwater Explora-
tion Institute], I believe, to consider the first licence 
applications by the Princess group, and so we are 
trying to move it forward, but there is still much work 

that has to be done.  And I am going to lay out a 
few points in my comments here today on why I am 
concerned about it. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, today as I speak the shoe is 
on the other foot. For four and a half years the Oppo-
sition PLP was very critical of the Government in 
many ways, but today, now, they are the Government, 
so they need to lead. They need to move this matter 
forward. I know there is a lot on their plate. I know that 
there is a lot that has to be tackled. There are a lot of 
issues to deal with, and that never changes. It seems 
like every time you deal with one there are two more 
that pop up. Gaming is an issue that a lot of work has 
been put into, and I hope we have laid a foundation 
that will work and I hope we can move it forward. But 
the challenge of being a good government is to juggle 
all of the issues you have and to deal with them in an 
appropriate way.  

Today we just saw seven pieces of legislation 
that were passed that were carryovers from the former 
Government, so clearly, the current Government has 
an agenda that they are following and they managed 
to bring seven items to the table today to deal with . . . 
that were important for our country. And gaming is 
another of those issues that are very important for our 
country. So, I was disappointed last week not to see 
much comment about gaming in the Throne Speech 
and it caused me a significant concern. 
 [In regard to] the comments from the Opposi-
tion Leader in the Reply to the Throne Speech, I was 
somewhat astonished that they were met [with] such a 
strong reaction from some Members on the other side, 
Mr. Speaker. And I am not going to delve into those 
comments specifically, but I am reflecting generally on 
the importance of gaming and how we have to get it 
right. I raise that point today because in spite of those 
protestations and those concerns that were raised by 
Government Members, we still have not had the issue 
cleared up about the trip to New York. It was in the 
papers again today. It has been in the papers all 
week.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, I raise it because for Gov-
ernment Members who profess to want to always be 
open, accountable, and transparent, the easiest way 
to deal with the problem is not to protest where the 
information came from, but to state what the intention 
of the alleged planned trip was, and move on from 
there. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Just move on from there, 
Mr. Speaker. Because I hear Honourable Members— 
 
The Speaker: Gentlemen. Honourable Members.  

Members. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —already starting to make 
some noise on that side. I expected that, Mr. Speaker. 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Members. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But I hear Honourable 
Members want to raise the standards of accountabil-
ity, not only in this House, but in the ministerial code 
of conduct, and there is an easy way of doing that. It 
is to be open and to say what was going on. Because, 
Mr. Speaker, I found it strange . . . and I think the Op-
position Leader had it right, strange bedfellows. I 
found it strange that two Members of the PLP would 
allegedly be going to New York with two former Mem-
bers of the OBA who both professed to have gaming 
intentions and who were Independent. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order? We will 
take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
certainly misleading the House and the people of 
Bermuda. He just said that his two former ministers 
had gaming intentions. If he does not have any proof 
of their gaming intentions, then I would respectfully 
ask that those [comments] be withdrawn. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Your point is noted. 
 Mr. Dunkley, continue. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member should listen carefully. I never said “for-
mer ministers.” I said— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No I didn’t. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Oh, you said it.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You said former col-
leagues. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I never . . . former col-
leagues. Exactly right. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the record is clear. Both of 
those Members, and Lord rest his soul, one Member 
has passed away as the honourable colleague and 
Minister of National Security said, both of those Mem-
bers had specifically mentioned that they have clients 
in gaming.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So what? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So the point of order is just 
mischievous and has no background information to it. 
And the Honourable Member from constituency 6, 
says, So what?  

Well, so what? 
Mr. Speaker, here is a “so what.” Why deny 

it? Just say what it was about. Just say it was a boys 
trip to hang out in New York, or it was a makeover trip 
for some members of the group, or we went away to 
play cards, or we went away to meet a political con-
sultant. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Why do I have to tell you? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Why? Why not tell me? 
You can tell the people of Bermuda.  

Now all of a sudden, Mr. Speaker, the Mem-
ber from constituency 6 is moving back from the 
openness and transparency that this Government 
wants to hang to a hat on. That is dangerous. That is 
dangerous. 
 And you know, the Honourable Member from 
[constituency] 27 says he going to go down to Casey’s 
tonight and have a drink. Well, maybe I will join him; 
we can talk. Maybe he will tell me what happened. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Maybe he will tell me what 
happened, Mr. Speaker, but you know, if— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order?  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Imputing improper motives]  

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the 
Member is violating [Standing Order] 19(11)(f). No 
Member shall impute improper motives toward any 
Member. You know, Mr. Speaker, if I am going on a 
trip with Grant Gibbons, that is no business of any-
body. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is not a Govern-
ment trip. There was no Government business. There 
was no Government Minister in that trip. So why is it 
such an issue on a special trip? That Member needs 
to withdraw those remarks.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Point made. 
 
An Hon. Member: Just tell the truth. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am not [imputing] improper motives on any 
Member. But if Members want to wear that shoe like 
that, it is going to wear out really quickly, Mr. Speaker. 
So just tell what actually was going to take place. That 
is all you have to do. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, that is the first point I want 
to make about gaming. If Honourable Members, some 
Members on that side . . . because I think there are a 
number of Members on that side who understand the 
need when you deal with the subject of gaming and 
setting up an industry that is fraught with challenges 
from the day it is set up. Look, gaming, in parts of the 
world, is probably the biggest money launderer there 
is. So, with a jurisdiction like Bermuda, why would all 
of us—all 35 of us in this House who debate every 
week issues—not want to set that mousetrap right? 
And why would we not want to be open and honest 
and accountable for stuff, Mr. Speaker? It is simple; it 
is elementary. But if some Members want to protest, 
they doth protest too much. And I will keep asking 
questions, Mr. Speaker. I will keep asking questions, 
and my colleagues will keep asking questions, be-
cause that is our job.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is our job, Mr. 
Speaker. And if they get upset, it will not bother me, 
Mr. Speaker. I speak through you to the people of 
Bermuda and I respect what you have to do, Mr. 
Speaker. So if the Honourable Members do not clear 
this up, that is one more nail in the coffin of gaming of 
what they want to do. 
 Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I recall constant criti-
cism in this House directed at the executive officer of 
the Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission, a man 
who has years of experience and who I believe is well 
respected in the gaming industry. And what bothers 
me the most about that, Mr. Speaker, because criti-
cism in this House goes back and forth, and we have 
. . . you know, we pull up our pants every day and we 
come here and we do the work. We can get into what 
we have to do. We can stand up for ourselves. But 
when you criticise somebody who has no voice in this 
place, that is low.  

Mr. Speaker, really, the person who cannot 
even defend himself has been criticised up here day 
in and day out and that has impeded the progress of 
gaming in Bermuda. Why, Mr. Speaker? Because I 
understand the gentleman has turned his notice in, in 
the utter frustration at politics. And I am not pointing 
the finger at any one person in general. I am pointing 
the finger at politics in general in Bermuda.  

So, Mr. Speaker, after years . . . well, months 
of searching for a qualified executive officer, we are 
losing somebody with experience, [who is] well re-
spected in the industry, and we have to start all over 
again. That, Mr. Speaker, in my humble opinion, will 

hurt us as we move forward and I think it could hurt 
Bermuda as a jurisdiction. And, so, Mr. Speaker, I 
raise it tonight because constant criticism without 
foundation can hurt us going forward. 

And, you know, Mr. Speaker, before I move 
on to my next point, I recall very clearly the constant 
criticism of the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] 
when it was set up. And the constant criticism of the 
former CEO, Bill Hanbury, and yet, as we look at the 
BTA today, most people will applaud the work it does 
and how tourism has rebounded, Mr. Speaker. Well, 
obviously, I think it was wrong to take that approach, 
to criticise people who will not have a voice in this 
place, and two who are coming here to do a job that 
we expect them to do. Why would you not just sit 
down with them, have an open conversation and ex-
press your concerns? Politics? I do not know; people 
have to answer that. 

And then shortly before the election, Mr. 
Speaker, I am moving on to another point . . . now that 
the PLP Government is here, they have to lose some 
of the Opposition mind-set. Shortly before the elec-
tion—oh-oh, shortly before the election—the PLP held 
a meeting a local hotel where the subject was sup-
posed to be problem gaming. But, Mr. Speaker, I 
thought it would be interesting because I am not a 
gamer myself. I have been into a casino. I will play a 
little bit of blackjack, small amount of money, but gam-
ing does not grab me. But gaming is it for a lot of peo-
ple. But with that comes the hook that people get and 
they can never get away with spending money they do 
not have.  

So problem gaming in a small community like 
Bermuda is big. It is huge. It is something we have to 
deal with. So I thought, You know what? This is going 
to be a good public meeting, because as we set up 
this effective gaming mousetrap, we have to deal with 
problem gaming. Because Lord knows, a lot of Ber-
mudians travel for gaming. A lot of Bermudians love to 
go overseas for gaming, and it would be nice if we 
could keep some of that money here. But we do not 
want to keep that money here and have more of our 
people addicted and losing money.  

So the meeting was set up and then I saw that 
the panel consisted of four individuals. Two from a 
company called Banyan Gaming. But all four individu-
als are selling gaming systems. And I listened intently 
to the meeting. I looked at the reports from the meet-
ing. Problem gaming was hardly ever discussed. So, 
Mr. Speaker, what was behind that meeting? Why 
was the Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission not 
even involved in a greater extent to help try to move 
the process forward? If you are interested in problem 
gaming, let us deal with it. Let us get the experts in 
the room. Let us do it! Let us not invite four individuals 
down, well, three separate entities down, to talk about 
selling their wares to the people of Bermuda. That 
caused me a little bit of concern. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, any jurisdiction that sets 
up gaming must rightly be concerned about the chal-
lenges of problem gaming, corruption, and fraud. And 
if you do not get it right, it is never going to get off the 
ground. So before the licences are issued, you have 
to have the legislation. And Members who have been 
in this place for four, five, six years are well aware that 
we passed legislation. Members who have been in 
this place for that time are well aware that we have 
talked about regulation. Now, Mr. Speaker, the former 
Government moved forward, and I believe moved for-
ward at a reasonable pace with the advice of the 
Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission to draft regula-
tion that would be the final stamp to allow us to move 
casino gaming forward in Bermuda and give us that 
solid framework. But, Mr. Speaker, the regulations 
remain outstanding today. And regulations are critical 
to the success of gaming because without them we 
cannot move forward. So I ask the Honourable Gov-
ernment Members, What are the reasons for the 
holdup in the regulations? I know— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And I knew the Honoura-
ble Members would say, We just came here, Mr. 
Speaker, but that answer does not add up. Why? Be-
cause we had seven pieces of legislation we debated 
today and one of them we debated at short notice to 
help, and I know the regulations were almost drafted 
or finished being drafted, when the election took 
place, Mr. Speaker. So, I ask— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Wait your turn. Wait your turn, Mem-
bers. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —the question, to the 
Honourable Members who are upset about it, I ask the 
question, Are those regulations being redrafted with 
the advice of the Bermuda Casino Gaming Commis-
sion? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, I hear 
cat calls from that side that have nothing to do with 
the subject. Stop thinking like Opposition and be the 
Government—lead.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members. One conversation 
directed to the Chair. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you and I enjoy 
conversation with you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, the final point that I will make 
which is a real concern about gaming is that . . . and 
we knew it from the very beginning. There is a chal-
lenge with banking in Bermuda. And we understand 
that any jurisdiction that is going to look at gaming has 
to set up that framework and you have to be able to 
have reliable banking partners with you.  

I also understand, Mr. Speaker, and I think all 
Members of this Honourable Chamber would be 
aware that because of the oversight and compliance 
as it has changed more rapidly throughout the world 
recently, and as Bermuda has continued to be the 
focus of many of those larger countries, or organisa-
tions, we have a more critical eye cast on us. And, 
certainly, I think with the international business that 
we have on the Island, it is even more critical that we 
get it right. But, Mr. Speaker, we have a huge chal-
lenge in making sure that we get a banking partner for 
any casino that gets a licence. And we knew it would 
never be easy, but we believed that if we put the legis-
lation in place properly, put the regulations in place 
properly, and we allowed the Bermuda Casino Gam-
ing Commission to do what they had to do, we would 
get a banking partner.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, here we are today, with 
the meeting which I previously talked about being held 
at BUEI, where supposedly a decision will be made 
about that licence in a short period of time, and I have 
to suggest, in my humble opinion, if it is a positive de-
cision to award a licence, that the person who is 
awarded a licence will not move forward on it until the 
banking situation is cleared up. And the banking situa-
tion cannot be cleared up until the regulations can be 
cleared up. And the regulations cannot be cleared up 
until all Members of this House get together and deal 
with the regulations and make sure they are done in 
an appropriate way.  

So, Mr. Speaker, when Honourable Members 
say, We just got in and we had a lot to do, I accept 
that. But you are the Government. You have to deal 
with these issues. And somebody is meeting today to 
be approved for a licence, and if we want to continue 
to move Bermuda forward, we have to deal with it. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am cognisant of the time 
that I have here.  
 
The Speaker: Three minutes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. I have been looking 
at that clock. 
 
The Speaker: Three minutes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Unlike some, I do not have 
to ask because I write it down.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
over the past four and a half years, the former Gov-
ernment made significant progress in moving tourism 
forward with the support of all our partners. And at 
times, Mr. Speaker, to be fair, [it was] with the support 
of the [former] Opposition. But those times were slim. 
Gaming is not going to be the be-all and end-all for 
tourism in Bermuda, but it is another amenity where it 
is important that we get it right. We worked through it 
assiduously. We believe we started to set it up right. 
The Government needs to finish the job off. And we 
will work with you to finish the job off. But if we do not 
finish the job off properly, it is going to impact our ju-
risdiction in more ways than possible.  

So, Mr. Speaker, it is time now for the Gov-
ernment to lead. Forget about playing politics of the 
Opposition. Let us get this job done in the appropriate 
way and answer questions to deal with issues that are 
impacting the people. If you have got nothing to hide, 
then just speak. Just speak freely, Mr. Speaker. If you 
have got nothing to hide, the speech will set you free. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Does any other Member 
wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 2. 
The Honourable Member, Mr. Swan, you have the 
floor. 
 

HYPOCRISY 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, good even-
ing to you and thank you for allowing me these few 
minutes. 
 I think it was some four and a half years ago 
. . . two Fridays ago, it was four and a half years prior 
that I last came into this hallowed Chamber and I was 
on the grounds, save and except for a few protests 
that I participated in, but officially to come here for this 
business. And on that occasion, I came with my wife, 
Mr. Jonathan Starling, and a few persons who were 
protesting with regard to this very subject which the 
former Premier and the former Opposition Leader and 
current Member of this House, the Honourable Mem-
ber from Devonshire, [constituency] 10 . . .it runs in 
Devonshire down to Hamilton Shelly Bay, just spoke 
on gaming. 

A party that he once represented went to the 
houses and promised the people that they would 
come with a referendum.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: How could you come here 
today, Mr. Speaker . . . I will stand away because 
people accuse me of shouting. My voice just carries a 
little far. 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: But, Mr. Speaker, how 
can you come here today and accuse a Government 
of less than 100 days of hypocrisy when you practiced 
hypocrisy to the nth degree? 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I came here with my wife 
with a petition that I vetted. It took me six weeks. Im-
agine going through 3,000-plus signatures on your 
own and vetting them to see if they were on the vot-
er’s registration list. And I presented it to this Honour-
able House and Members of the then-Government 
ridiculed me, my wife, and Mr. Starling. [They] were 
caught on a hot microphone. And when challenged by 
my wife to apologise to her individually, that Honoura-
ble Member refused. And refuses to this day! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: When encouraged by the 
Opposition Leader at that time, Mr. Marc Bean, to 
man up, Swany, you are a bigger man than me, be-
cause I probably would have . . . You know.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, you cannot have it both 
ways in life. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: You cannot have it both 
ways. You cannot come here and just pontificate on 
hypocrisy when you practice it better than anybody in 
this House! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Anybody in this House!  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I said nothing for those 
four and a half years. But I am here today by the 
grace of those great people down in St. George’s 
West. God bless them!  
 Mr. Speaker, that Honourable Member said 
that . . . and this is what really . . . I had no intentions 
of speaking today—  
 
An Hon. Member: Speak, my brother. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Only if required. He spoke 
of unwarranted attacks on persons who cannot defend 
themselves. May Mr. Crockwell rest in peace! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
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Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: How dare you! 
 
An Hon. Member: How dare you! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: How dare you! The man 
has got a family! 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: He has got children. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: He has got a . . . man, he 
has got a father that I see and I hail to because he 
takes his solace in going out in his truck, and he is 
near my mom’s age, you know. And you dare—you 
dare—and it was even included in the Throne Speech 
[Reply].  

It must have been your Throne Speech Reply, 
Honourable Member.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Members, Members! 
 Let’s speak to Chair. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, thank you 
for that direction, because I could not come to grips 
with why, after this House, these people of Bermuda 
returned the Government to 59 per cent . . . only once 
in the history of Bermuda has there ever been 61 per 
cent, and that was not even the time when persons of 
21 years or 18 had the vote.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: So how monumental it 
was, the tone of that Reply. I could not wrap my mind 
around . . . how could you come with such a tone? 

And I had the responsibility in a prior life to 
give a Reply to a Government that had won a land-
slide, a monumental, historic election in 1998. So I 
know what responsibility is required. But, man, Mr. 
Speaker, in all my days, even standing at the polls, I 
never dreamed that the sentiment would be such as 
came down. But, yet, we had to speak . . . and I could 
not . . . for the life of me, find the spirit of that speech. 
I just heard it tonight.  
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And I spoke in my Throne 
Speech of how a former colleague of mine who chal-
lenged me back in 2007 . . . you might have remem-
bered one time, my first speech as Opposition Leader, 
first press conference, Gary Moreno. And they said, 
Man, he’s all wound up. People had me all jammed up 
in a corner in a caucus room trying to get me not to 

appoint this person, not to appoint that person, send 
this person out to the pasture, and I just looked back 
in history and saw what an Honourable Opposition 
had done back in the day, Mr. Speaker. And I actually 
did not take their advice. And I appointed that same 
Member! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: But you know what that 
Member, whose name also would be amongst those 
of this alleged . . . can you believe it when you talk 
about hypocrisy? People are getting all wound up on 
that side about an alleged trip that did not take place. 
But if my memory serves me correctly, there was a 
Government where a trip actually took place. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: Actionable! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Actually took place! 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, yes! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And people who are 
Members of a Cabinet actually went overseas. And 
there are people who went overseas and met with 
people who are . . . could actually, could very well be 
tied to gaming. And the origins of that trip will never be 
known because who quashed it? That same Member 
who is calling this Government— 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Members! Members! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —who is calling this Gov-
ernment hypocritical today . . .  

Oh, my good Lord; I know why you brought 
me back. It was not to be anything but where I am 
today! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
An Hon. Member: Amen! Amen! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Nowhere! To be able to 
stand up and really talk about some truth that is need-
ed. Truth and reconciliation in this country! In the land 
where white privilege is practiced by no less than the 
last speaker!  

And it is true! Because in my way of living, if 
you lose one, two, or three elections on your watch, 
you are gone! Any person that has been an Opposi-
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tion Leader in this country would know it to be true. 
You lose one Honourable Member down there, and 
you know, planning and meetings are being held. That 
Honourable Member lost six, which includes his own, 
when he surrendered his own seat! And I must say, 
that was an honourable thing to do, in the spirit of try-
ing to win. He surrendered his own seat to the former 
Member who almost lost it, who eventually lost it. 

And I say that to say this, Mr. Speaker, the 
day when Bermuda can climb out of the muck and 
mire of the legacy of our racist past, will only happen if 
we get into the land of the truth, the truth of how we 
got there. And for those who might say, Well, you 
know, we are integrating today. We are intermarrying. 
Some of our families have been integrated for over 
100, 200 years or more. Some by choice, and some 
against their will. And that is where we got to go. I 
happen to know a little bit about that.  

A preacher asked me to give a message on 
Heritage Day and I could go back and tell them about 
my family that can connect back to Outerbridges in 
the very same town that I am a representative of here 
today. But on the other side of my family you hit the 
brick wall—you hit the brick wall when you come up 
around 1799, 1834—some of us can find our relatives 
back then. But we hit a brick wall. 

And you know, on these walls there used to 
be pictures of persons that celebrated, the mould got 
in and the pictures had [to be] removed, but I like to 
reflect on how important history is. You go to any 
company that has been around here in this country, 
and the pictures on the wall tell a story. They are im-
portant. They celebrate their history. But for us, of Af-
rican descent, Mr. Speaker, that wall is a brick wall 
around 1799, 1834, when people were celebrating. 
You know, when tall ships come to this Island, and 
they come to St. George’s, they come to Hamilton 
Harbour, it is an educational experience—not for chil-
dren to be running around looking how nice they look 
and all that—to tell people that those are the very 
ships that brought us here. 
 Those are the very ships that were merchant 
ships and we were their cargo. There is nothing wrong 
with that! It is as important to tell children about where 
they come from, but more importantly to take them 
back through that historical chasm to the time when 
we were not enslaved to our culture prior to that, to 
know the history about us before that because others 
who do not have that, do not have that issue.  

And so, when we have persons coming here 
telling this Government that just started, you know, 
This is how you should lead. The way you led got you 
unelected! Why should I want to be like that?  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Why, Honourable Mem-
ber? You tell me why!  
 
An Hon. Member: Absolutely! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And you talk about gam-
bling, and you only play blackjack here and there and 
whatever. I mean, you know, but you gambled on us 
when you took the people’s money and rolled it on the 
America’s [Cup] dice, hoping that it would bring you 
the windfall and great promise. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Members! Members! 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: It did not happen.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you.  

I just want to say, Mr. Speaker, that if we want 
to engage in not being . . . if we really want . . . be-
cause I have heard that the Honourable Member that 
just spoke, . . . after the election he spoke about race. 
And it is easy to talk about it when you are not in a 
leadership position anymore. It is easy to say that you 
believe in truth and reconciliation when you are an 
Opposition Leader and then when you are the Gov-
ernment, do nothing.  

But for those of us who live, Mr. Speaker—
who live—going against the tide, sailing uphill, who 
get educated and still cannot get hired in this country, 
taken seriously in this country by business. That is a 
real subject that needs to be addressed. Not just 
glossed over! Because, Mr. Speaker, for the last four 
and a half years . . . you know, the good Lord works in 
mysterious ways.  
 
The Speaker: Always. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: He sends me out to the 
wilderness, Mr. Speaker, to learn what it is to believe 
in a higher power; the same power that we pray to, 
every session. We turn to the east and say the Lord’s 
Prayer. Right? 
 
An Hon. Member: And other prayers. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And other prayers. Why? 
Why do we do that? I want to say this, Mr. Speaker. I 
have been in the wilderness, without health insurance. 
I had to pray that I did not get sick, Mr. Speaker. 
Right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I had to pray for blessed 
assurance, Mr. Speaker. And I thank God that if He 
takes me today, that he answered that prayer. 
 And He allowed me to provide notwithstand-
ing. And then He put me in touch with ancient people 
whose spirit runs through my soul today, the late peo-
ple like Herman “Tucci” Bascome and Earl Anderson 
and Hubert Smith. (Yes, the son sits in this parlour 
today.) That trained me in this spirit. They gave me a 
trade. But what it has done for me we have got to do 
for young people, particularly young black males, and 
all the black males so that they can have some men-
torship.  

It is not good enough to look past a man in his 
50s or his 60s who has been denied opportunity in 
this country. It is time for us to uplift our people in a 
real way. The time has come when Bermudians 
should not be wondering whether or not they are enti-
tled to some health insurance while we bring people in 
[to] this country in droves and the day they get here 
they have a place to stay, they have a job to go to, 
and they have insurance to protect them. That is what 
you need to wrap your mind around. And the tone of 
that Opposition Reply shone through today, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 That is what you call the sunshine of public 
scrutiny. It did not come from here; it came from 
above.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 Any other Member? 
 We recognise the Opposition Leader. Madam 
Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I could not but get to feet follow-
ing the comments made by the Honourable Member 
because it is important to understand as he spoke 
about hypocrisy.  

Mr. Speaker, I served with that Honourable 
Member when we both sat on this side of the House, 
at a time when . . . the Honourable Member just talked 
about denying of opportunity. At a time when that 
Honourable Member’s profession and his ability to 
feed his family was called into question because the 
then-Government saw it fit . . . as opposed to allowing 
that Member to ply his trade, they knocked down the 
vaulting facility from which he worked, to give him that 
opportunity to feed his family, Mr. Speaker. So when I 
hear talk about denial of opportunity— 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: We will take your point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Misleading] 

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I believe the Opposition 
Leader is unintentionally misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Give your point of order. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: The time sequences that 
the Opposition Member speaks of are not two and the 
same. So, they cannot be conjoined as being the point 
that she is trying to make. And I will just illuminate, if 
you will allow me a minute, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Keep it brief. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —because the time frame 
she spoke of, we actually got past that, and the time 
frame that she was referring to, the Honourable Mem-
ber here and the general manager of Port Royal today 
and other members made it possible for me to go 
back and ply my trade. So, we got past that problem. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: So the two times that she 
speaks of, have a 10-year time lapse. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, you have the 
floor. Continue. The point of order was taken. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
[Audio feedback] 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. Just without touching. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Okay. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It’s good now. It’s 
good now. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, irrespective of the time frames, 
there was a time when I sat with that Honourable 
Member, as I said, and I was pained at the fact that 
his livelihood was snuffed out by that former Govern-
ment of which he is now a Member. So, Mr. Speaker, 
whether it was 10 years afterward that somebody de-
cided to hand him a bone to be able to say, Okay, 
now I will give you an opportunity— 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 
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The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Imputing improper motives] 

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: The point of order is that 
Honourable Member—and I say “Honourable”—is im-
puting improper motives by suggesting that someone 
would throw me a bone. Let me say here and now, 
Mr. Speaker, there are many events that I can speak 
on, many motions on the adjournment that can cer-
tainly speak, but I want to make one point, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Make your point. Make your point. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I had an issue with em-
ployment under this current Government’s administra-
tion and I wrote to every Member of the Parliament, 
save and except but one or two. I did not get hardly 
any response. So, you know, problems with regard to 
employment transcend governments. And I think this 
Government very well knows— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —that that exists. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your point of order. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, continue. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I will reiterate the point that I made, Mr. 
Speaker. That I watched and worked alongside of an 
Honourable Member who then had the inability to ply 
his trade to feed his family. And I do not believe that it 
was done because of any particular financial chal-
lenge that came about because that golf course was 
operating, it was operating well under the leadership 
of that Honourable Member. But the comment that 
was made— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Madam Opposition Leader, will you 
take a point of order from the Minister? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker. 

 She said that golf course was running well. 
Mr. Speaker, that golf course at the time was losing 
$600 or $1,000 per year. It was not running well. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Madam Opposition Leader. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order on his point of order or 
. . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Continue quickly. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, the Honoura-
ble Opposition Leader implies that the golf course was 
closed specifically to make that Member unemployed. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Madam Opposition Leader, continue 
on. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: That is the inference. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Only one of you at your feet at time. 
 I will recognise the Opposition Leader. Con-
tinue. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I am glad that Honourable Member made that 
comment because that Honourable Member was not 
in this House at the time that the then-Sports Minister 
made the comment that he sits on the other side and 
they were not obligated to see to it that he had em-
ployment. That was the comment and that was the 
reality of the day. So, therefore, the golf course, the 
golf shop, was knocked down, the building, the busi-
ness that was then a going concern was unable to be 
advanced, was unable to carry forward, and that 
Member had no job.  

Now, the Honourable Member indicated that 
being out in the wilderness perhaps taught him some 
lessons. I do not know what people learn when they 
are out in the wilderness, Mr. Speaker, because the 
one benefit that I have had in this life is an ability to 
say that nobody has to validate me. So, I know who I 
am and whose I am. 
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But, Mr. Speaker, let me just say that I found 
the passion with which the Honourable Member just 
spoke, very, very interesting, talking about hypocrisy, 
that you sat and called the PLP everything but a child 
of God during the time sitting on this side looking at 
them. And being in the wilderness, being Paul (I sup-
pose) you know, transformed on the road to Damas-
cus, Mr. Speaker, perhaps saw a different light and 
was able to then join them. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I 
have never had to lick spittle from anybody who has 
put it all over me. So, if that is what the Honourable 
Member needs to have done, fine.  

Look, I applaud every Member who puts 
themselves forward to be considered by the electorate 
irrespective of which side of the aisle they fall. Hon-
ourable Members opposite will know that in the course 
of the last couple of weeks I have been more than 
forthcoming to say, Let me help you. This is how this 
ought to go. This is how we do things. The Honoura-
ble Member from Devonshire . . . sorry, from constitu-
ency 11 . . . you know, when we talk about being on 
opposite sides of the political divide, Mr. Speaker, the 
very day, the very painful day that we discovered the 
loss of our former colleague, it was that Honourable 
Member from constituency 11 who stopped on the 
street as I had pulled over in my car, completely dis-
tressed and distraught over the news that I had just 
heard, to come and get out of his car, come into mine, 
hug me and we commiserated together on such a 
tragic and unfortunate and sudden and painful loss. 
That is how relationships happen in this Honourable 
House.  

So, if somebody wants to sit on the other side 
of the aisle, trust me, I do not have an issue with it. If 
the electorate choses a different choice for their rep-
resentation, I do not have a problem with it. The thing 
that I do have a problem with is that when one has 
been able to embrace and endorse and fulfil those 
things that are required by the philosophies of the par-
ty that they related to and that they belonged to, and 
then they decide to make a different decision, all of a 
sudden— 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. If the Honourable— 
 
The Speaker: Just wait until you are recognised.  
 Your point of order? You can keep it brief. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 [Imputing improper motives] 

 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: The Honourable Member 
is [imputing] improper motives because if I remember 
correctly, we once sat together with the party that I 

stayed in in this House until 2012. It no longer carries 
a name it only carries the same people that were 
there prior. So, I think the Honourable Member is— 
 
The Speaker: Point, point, point taken. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Point understood. 
 Continue, Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I 
said that we sat together as Members of the same 
party. I did not say which party it was. That Honoura-
ble Member was so engrossed and so married to that 
party that he continued to represent that party even 
after that party did not exist anymore.  

So, Mr. Speaker, let me just say that I honour 
the efforts that people put forward in putting them-
selves out to represent people of this country. So, 
when I hear about hypocrisy, let us just say that when 
you have poked other people in the eye, and then you 
decided that you are going stay with those people who 
you have poked in the eye, just realise that there may 
be a little bit of sight shortage that has come into play. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is not my intention . . . I was 
not even going to speak this afternoon. But when I 
hear the kinds of comments that were made, and to 
say that in the Throne Speech [Reply] I mentioned my 
honourable former colleague, if the Honourable Mem-
bers can show me where in the Throne Speech [Re-
ply] I made any reference, I called any name in the 
Throne Speech [Reply] then I would be happy . . . if I 
have been misled, or if there has been any attempt to 
mislead the House, I would be the first to admit it and 
the first to withdraw it. There is nowhere in that 
Throne Speech [Reply] that you see anything about 
me mentioning any names of any Members, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Let me just say also, Mr. Speaker, that Hon-
ourable Member, spoke to rolling the dice on Bermu-
dian money for the America’s Cup. Let me just say, 
Mr. Speaker, that we took the opportunity to bring an 
event to the country that was going to provide and 
permit employment. Some of the prerequisites of the 
agreements that were made were made with the idea 
of ensuring that Bermudians got first dibs.  

Mr. Speaker, we have Members in this House 
who were able to take full advantage of the things that 
that America’s Cup had to bring from some of its ancil-
lary services that were provided. Mr. Speaker, we had 
people, Bermudians, who were able to rent their 
houses that would not have perhaps be able to. Mem-
bers in this House turned their apartments into Airbnb 
to accommodate the level of tourism that came out of 
that event. Mr. Speaker, the numbers, the hordes of 
people who were able to operate as contractors both 
in the development of the gaming site and the games 
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village, and the dismantling thereof once the event 
was over and done with.  

But, you know, when I hear people say, 
Where are they now? Where is that job now? Mr. 
Speaker, would you rather have no job, than have a 
job that is going to bring you some significant revenue 
for a shorter period of time? There will be another job 
coming up. There will be another job coming up be-
cause such is the nature of business. But, you know, 
when I hear the negating of the entire event, I think it 
is not just churlish; I think it is unfortunate, Mr. Speak-
er, because we operated in all good conscience. And 
we did the best that we could for this country, Mr. 
Speaker, while we were charged with the responsibil-
ity to do so. Mr. Speaker, I am not going to sit back 
and allow us to be denigrated, allow us to be written 
out of the history books, as Members opposite would 
like to see, and to say nothing about it, because that is 
not going to happen.  
 

PAYMENTS FROM 
THE CONFISCATED ASSETS FUND 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Let me also finally 
say, Mr. Speaker, that last week we had a Statement 
by the Honourable Member Caines, who spoke about 
the “Cash Back for Communities.” And, Mr. Speaker, 
we were basically vilified for having spent money that 
should have perhaps gone to people to help them out, 
of a $100,000-and-something on legal fees. I am just 
going to finish my point on this, Mr. Speaker.  

We will know, if one will look at the Statement 
that the Honourable Member tabled this morning, we 
will be able to see, Mr. Speaker, that there was 
$111,000 that was spent on a civil recovery scoping 
study, on the 5th of July of 2016.  

Mr. Speaker, the Government changed on the 
18th of July of 2017. Subsequent to that $111,000, 
according to the report tabled by the Honourable 
Member this morning, there was $255,000 that was 
paid out of that fund—already. Not counting the mon-
ey where people were waiting and had been commit-
ted to have payments made out of Cash Back for 
Communities, out of the Confiscated Assets Fund.  

It is important to understand, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Confiscated Assets Fund, as was articulated 
and clarified by my honourable colleague last week, 
was not meant for Cash Back in its initial conception. 
That Fund effectively morphed into part of it being 
dedicated to Cash Back under the former OBA Gov-
ernment.  

So I think it is important that when people start 
to speak and to put it out in the community as a ques-
tion as to whether this former Government chose to 
do legal fees over benefit to community, the State-
ment that was tabled this morning verifies that this 
was errant nonsense.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Any other Member? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Minister 
De Silva. Minister De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

THRONE SPEECH REPLY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I am scratch-
ing my head, is right.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Opposition 
Leader just took her seat. She referred to the Throne 
Speech last week and she said, Nowhere is there any 
mention of any name in her Throne Speech [Reply]. 
And she is correct. She talked about a quartet in her 
Speech, but you know what the Honourable Opposi-
tion Leader forgot, Mr. Speaker? That her former 
Premier, who sits behind her, did mention some 
names, and he talked about two of his former Mem-
bers. Now, we all know that their two former Members 
were the two who resigned. Now, do I have to tell an-
ybody in this House who they were? Do I have to call 
their names?  

And, Mr. Speaker, for the Honourable Opposi-
tion Leader to make that statement, why . . . and I 
quote, with your indulgence, a text message from 
Shawn Crockwell’s sister last week Friday night. And, 
Mr. Speaker, this is what she wrote. “MP De Silva, 
Thank you for addressing that outright, disrespectful 
manner in which the Opposition Leader’s Throne 
Speech Reply to my brother.” Now, that is from his 
sister. And I have that on my phone, which I could 
gladly table, from his sister.  

So, certainly, Mr. Speaker, when the Opposi-
tion Leader tries to trick the people of Bermuda by 
saying she did not name anybody in her Throne 
Speech [Reply] from something that she got off social 
media or maybe perhaps from a police friend . . . and, 
Mr. Speaker, you will know last week I said I will glad-
ly sit down on a point of order or a point of information 
if the Opposition Leader wishes to say where she got 
it. Because, Mr. Speaker, I saw that piece of social 
media too. And I will tell you, if this Opposition OBA 
Government expects Zane De Silva to say what I am 
doing in my private life, they will wait a long time.  

Whether it is a trip with a Member on that side 
of the House, or this side of the House, or somebody 
from in the Gallery, Mr. Speaker, what I do in my pri-
vate life is my business. I do not ask anybody on that 
side where they got their property from, and if a family 
member might be in the drug business, where they 
got their property from. I do not say, Mr. Speaker, 
some of the other things I saw on social media, Well, 
it was drugs came in a container and somebody else 
took the fall.  
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I do not do that.  

Oh, now, she is saying, the Honourable Op-
position Leader, We are not going to go there. As bot-
tom of the— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: We will take a point of order. 
 Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable Member has just alluded something that I 
have said. I said absolutely nothing. That Honourable 
Member needs to be able to correct, or at least hear 
properly. I said nothing.  
 
The Speaker: That is right. Make sure all conversa-
tion is addressed here and we will not get it confused. 
Address it to the Speaker. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, when they make inferences 
and say that they are not calling names, their trickery 
in four and a half years did not work. It certainly ain’t 
going to work now. The people of Bermuda can read 
through all of it, Mr. Speaker. They read through all of 
it. Obviously, they have not learned their lesson. 
 

GAMING 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I am going to 
talk about some of the things that the Honourable 
Member from constituency 10 (I think it is), the Hon-
ourable Member Mr. Dunkley spoke about. And it is 
amazing because here you have a former Premier, 
who did not have anything to say about the Throne 
Speech Reply last week you will notice. The former 
Premier of this country did not have one word to say 
during hours and hours of discussion on the Throne 
Speech [debate]. Not one word. But he comes back 
this week and wants to talk about gaming.  

Hmm. 
Mr. Speaker, let us talk about gaming for a 

moment. He talked about how slow things have been, 
and how he hopes that we move things quickly. They 
were in Government for four and a half years. In fact, 
if I remember correctly, in their platform dated 2012, 
they were going to have a referendum on gaming. But 
what happened? They said, We are not going to do 
that because the PLP is going to undermine it. Re-
member that?  

Remember that? The PLP were going to un-
dermine it, even though you outlined it in your platform 
of 2012.  

And then the Honourable Member, Kim Swan, 
furnishes 3,000 signatures, Mr. Speaker. And we all 
know that the former Premier, Mr. Dunkley, was 
caught saying some very foul words about [Mr. 
Swan’s] wife, and later had the opportunity to apolo-
gise to her. I was standing right on the steps beside 
her. He had the opportunity to apologise and no, he 
would not. No, sir. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, Mr. Speaker, that Hon-
ourable Member gets up and is encouraging us to get 
moving with gaming. They had four and a half years to 
sort gaming.  

And some of the other things he talked about, 
Mr. Speaker, are interesting. He talked about the 
mousetrap. And I think he was alluding to problem 
gamers. Well, of course, I understand that the former 
Premier and his Cabinet were given a very nice 
presentation in Cabinet. And they were told exactly 
how to deal with problem gamers, Mr. Speaker. Exact-
ly! To the “T.” But did they move on it? Nope! But you 
have a Gaming Commissioner, Mr. Schuetz, who 
wants to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars to hire 
people to do a job that he was hired to do.  

You have a gaming commissioner who is very 
quick to jump on a plane and go fly around the world. 
He even went to a gaming machine convention in the 
UK. Now, why would a commissioner of the Gaming 
Commission, who has all this expertise, have to go to 
a gaming machine convention in the UK? You know 
why? His record continues. His record is such that 
when he worked in the western side of the United 
States, he was known to take trips week in and week 
out. So much so that he was questioned by a com-
mission in California. But he came to Bermuda and he 
continued.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, when the Honourable Mem-
ber Dunkley speaks about, he hopes that we are not 
going to impede progress, we have to look back and 
say to ourselves, Well, what happened in the last four 
years? What happened? Is it because the former 
commissioner, of whom he speaks so highly, had a 
relationship with Caesars Palace? Of course, his ex-
wife was in a meeting with Caesars and the former 
Minister Crockwell [who] did not even know that she 
was his ex-wife, the commissioner’s ex-wife.  

A former Minister, Shawn Crockwell, had a 
meeting with Caesars and their group and the Gaming 
Commission and he did not know that the lady repre-
senting Caesars was the commissioner’s ex-wife, of 
whom he still has a cordial relationship, I am told. But 
that is okay. Did the Honourable former Premier think 
that maybe that is why gaming has not gone any-
where? Or maybe that any interested casino operator 
probably said, Well, we see the headlines. We know 
that these guys are being wined and dined by Cae-
sars.  
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Mr. Alan Dunch, the Chairman of the Com-
mission, said quite publicly, Look, they invited us up to 
Caesars. They gave us a discount. Well, hmm.  
 
An Hon. Member: The writing is on the wall. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The writing is on the wall. 
You think the casino operators in this world . . . it is a 
small circle, Mr. Speaker. Everybody knows every-
body. They know what they are doing. They know 
where they are operating. They know where they are 
setting up.  

Maybe we did not get any interest because 
people figured that Caesars got this thing wrapped. 
They are going to Bermuda. The gaming commission-
er and the CEO are going up to Caesars, they are 
coming back, you know, these guys are wining and 
dining and having fun. That is a done deal. Maybe that 
is why the wheels moved so slowly.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
went on to talk about the former CEO of the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority, Mr. Bill Hanbury. And he talked 
about how he got chastised in this House. Well, he 
should have. The man was [earning] half a million dol-
lars a year and getting hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars of possible bonus with half-baked results. Let’s 
say that. Nowhere in the world do I know that anybody 
has their tourism numbers drop by 15–20 per cent and 
they get a couple of hundred thousand dollar bonus. 
And had we not made so much noise, maybe those 
bonuses would have continued.  
 But, then again, the Honourable former Prem-
ier talked about how the numbers have increased. 
Well, yes, they have. But when you get to rock bot-
tom, Mr. Speaker, there is only one way, and that is 
up.  
 And let me state for the record, I congratulat-
ed him then for the number increases. And I will con-
gratulate the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] now, 
and I hope the numbers do increase for the sake of 
Bermuda and our people. We need tourists here; we 
need the numbers up. But let us not forget a few 
things. You had something called the Zika virus during 
that period. You had people not going to the Olympics 
because they were afraid of the Zika virus. You had 
many tourists from the US that normally would go 
south, who did not. At the same time, you had many 
acts of terrorism going on in the UK and in Europe, 
buses running through crowded streets, trucks run-
ning through crowded streets. Those things add up, 
Mr. Speaker. They add up. 
 

AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And, let us not forget the 
other thing. The magic money tree called the Ameri-
ca’s Cup. That is what I am going to call it, the magic 
money tree, because I hope for the sake of all Bermu-
da that the hundred-odd million. . . and it seems to be 

creeping up every week . . . we seem to find some-
thing new every week, another million here, another 
four million here, another two million here. The num-
ber keeps on increasing. I hope for the sake of Ber-
muda that we do get a benefit because that money is 
gone. It is gone, Mr. Speaker. 
 When I look at the 2,700 people on financial 
assistance, and I have been talking to some of the 37 
sporting organisations in Bermuda over the last eight 
weeks, everything is. . . what? Money! Would I love to 
have that hundred million to split amongst our 2,700 
people that are struggling in this country, let alone the 
sporting organisations, where we could send our chil-
dren away; the scholarships that were cut under the 
OBA Government so we could have a billionaire’s par-
ty up in Dockyard, as the poverty continues to rise 
throughout the land.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me finish on this note: You 
had two Members of the former OBA resign and be-
come independent. What you have to do, Mr. Speak-
er, is ask yourself, Why did they resign? Why are we 
now in Government by record numbers? Why? You 
know why, Mr. Speaker? I contend that they finally 
saw the light and felt and saw the pepper [spray]. 
There is no doubt, Mr. Speaker. You have to ask 
yourself, why.  
 Let us never forget [MP] Shawn Crockwell’s 
last speech sitting in that chair right over there. He 
predicted. . . and he was proud of some of the things 
he had done when he was a Minister of Government. 
He said, I am proud of them; I will stand by them. He 
did. But he said, You know what? The OBA will never 
win this next election; they will never win it. You know 
why? Not because of what they did not do as far as 
Government is concerned, but because they did not 
care about the people of this country. And so said, so 
done, Mr. Speaker. 
 

THRONE SPEECH REPLY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And let me tell you, if you 
are going to have, if or we are going to have, [or if] the 
people of Bermuda are going to have Throne Speech 
replies that are written like this piece of . . . it is not 
worth the paper it was printed on, in my book. But if 
you are going to have this type of Reply and these 
types of accusations from something you saw on so-
cial media . . . and you get a former Premier who 
stands up and makes accusations about one of his 
former Members—one of them whose body is not 
even cold yet, Mr. Speaker—in this House, and has 
the nerve . . . and then his Opposition Leader stands 
up behind him and talks about how compassionate 
she and the current Member, my honourable col-
league . . . I think she was referring to [MP] Famous 
. . . how she embraced him and then she puts that in 
this document? And then says, No, let’s work togeth-
er, let’s sing Kumbaya.  
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All I am going to say, Mr. Speaker, is that I 
hope that while the former Premier has found his 
voice again that we are not going to hear any more of 
that . . . I hope we are not going to have a continua-
tion of that kind of talk in this House. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 1, the Honourable Member, Mrs. Renee 
Ming.  

And I am pausing here for a minute because I 
believe this is your maiden speech. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Yes, it is, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: And Members of the House, you do 
recognise what that means. She has a free speech 
with no heckling, no noise, no interpolations from any 
Member, as she graces us with her first speech.  
 Madam, you have the floor. 
 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 For the listening audience, I do not think I will 
be as fiery as some of my colleagues, but I would like 
to take this opportunity to say a few words and to . . . 
well, as I see it, to begin my time here in this Honour-
able House.  
 Mr. Speaker, in 2012 I entered the political 
arena somewhat unsure of the journey ahead, but I 
was very committed to the people I was seeking to 
serve. My path veered into the Senate, and, Mr. 
Speaker, on July 18th, after four and a half years of 
service and relationship building, it culminated into an 
outstanding show of support by the community who I 
now have the pleasure of representing. However, Mr. 
Speaker, my ability to stand here as a representative 
would not have been possible today through my work 
alone. I have a team of hard-working, dedicated sup-
porters, and a loving community beside me. So today, 
please allow me to take this opportunity to express my 
thanks to those without whom I would not be standing 
in this House today. 
 To my community, thank you, thank you, 
thank you. Every day you remind me why I joined poli-
tics. And I am committed to working for you, keeping 
you first and ensuring that an opportunity is made 
available for the real God’s country and those therein.  
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
The Speaker: Quiet. This is her maiden speech now. 
Her maiden speech. 
 

Mrs. Renee Ming: That’s right.  
To my branch members and executive, thank 

you. From meetings to long days of canvassing you 
stuck by me. We remained on track, and our efforts 
were fruitful, [resulting] ultimately in a victory for the 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, behind the scene I had an 
amazing team of young people, seasoned people, 
spicy people who during the election process took up 
the mantle and worked to elect a Member of Parlia-
ment and Government for their future. Thank you. 
From nights of planning, election preparedness, and 
making the Election Day a success, they were amaz-
ing. And without their hard work our victory would not 
have been as resounding. 

Mr. Speaker, as you are acutely aware, poli-
tics, and more so elections, can take hold of your 
family life. The entire family is subjected to making 
adjustments and they feel your joy and they feel your 
pain. I thank God for the joy that we experienced. But, 
Mr. Speaker, it would be remiss of me if I did not pub-
licly thank a few people. A special thank you to my 
husband, Raoul, who has continued to be a constant 
support. 

 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: St. George’s boy, now! 
 To my children, Jari, Samaiya, and, of course, 
my little politician, Raya, who have endured many late 
nights and plenty of take-out meals. My mother, my 
grandmother and my great-grandmother all continue 
to believe in my political walk. I must thank my cous-
ins, my aunts, my uncles, my in-laws, my faithful pray-
er warriors—and there are many. Each one of them 
has made it possible for me to stand before you today. 
I also recognise my church family who offer encour-
agement and prayer. 
 Mr. Speaker, I recognise the significance of 
the 2017 election for your own family, and congratu-
late both you and your son. But, Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve I may be in the boat alone with you on something 
truly dear to me that was a result of one of the past 
elections. How many Members of Parliament here, or 
anywhere, can boast that they have five ballots cast 
for them from five generations in their family? 
 
The Speaker: Hmm! 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, if I may, I want to 
name and age them. It is almost like blame and 
shame a little bit here.  
 On Election Day, my great-grandmother, Is-
may Steede, who is 101, came down to vote. My 
grandmother, Dorothy Peniston, who is 78, came 
down to vote. My mother, Lavern Anderson, who is 
62, came out to vote. I came out to vote, and my 22-
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year-old son, who was a first-time voter, cast his ballot 
for the first time. All five of those ballots were cast in 
constituency 1. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, I may have lost by 
four votes in 2012, but in 2017, I assured myself that it 
was the five votes that got me over the top! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Mr. Speaker, as each of you who 
sit here can attest, family is so very important. And so, 
for that, I thank them. 
 Now, with that out of the way, Mr. Speaker, let 
me mention some more substantive matters.  
 July 18 was an incredibly significant day. Not 
only did the people of Bermuda speak, but I believe 
they represented a shift in how we as a country view 
governance. Mr. Speaker, in an effort to cleanse itself 
from its dictatorial regime the people voted into place 
a Government that will look out for their interests, a 
Government that will govern and make decisions con-
sidering all the stakeholders, and, most importantly, a 
Government that puts Bermudians first.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, while we may have re-
ceived this mandate, and I am confident that my col-
leagues and I will fulfil it, we do have those nay-
sayers, social media bullies out there spreading their 
vitriol from their keyboards. But we will be ignoring 
that. But, Mr. Speaker, let me not digress, because we 
will not allow ourselves to be distracted.  
 I am going to say that again because it seems 
very important at this time: We will not allow ourselves 
to be distracted. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: The persons who try to sell off the 
Island’s soul will not disrupt the road ahead. And you 
can be assured of that. What we would hope for in-
stead, Mr. Speaker, is constructive dialogue and en-
gagement from all corners so that we can most effec-
tively evaluate, critique, and pass legislation, that 
benefits the people whom we represent. Mr. Speaker, 
the day of the silent, complicit backbench is gone. 
 Mr. Speaker, we must elevate our level of 
governance and continue to ensure that we do what is 
right by our people consistently.  
 Mr. Speaker, when I leave home base, I drive 
all the way from St. George’s into the city. And what 
stands out to me daily is the love that I feel from our 
people, the hope that they have now, and the anticipa-
tion of what is to come. Mr. Speaker, how could I, how 
could we, do anything but deliver the very best, gov-
ern the best we can and hold ourselves to account so 
that we are deserving of the seats that we fill? 

 Now, Mr. Speaker, I could not stand here to-
day and not at least talk a little bit about St. George’s. 
So since I mentioned St. George’s earlier, let me take 
a minute to talk about it.  
 I come from a community right now that ex-
pects a lot, more than mere talk from their representa-
tive. Results and action are the political currency of 
choice in the east and I will be a faithful servant to my 
people. So, with that said, let me make three things 
abundantly clear: You can expect five years of me 
advocating loudly and unapologetically for what our 
community in the east is in need of. You can expect 
my full cooperation in ensuring that any initiatives to 
revive the old town are beyond successful. And finally, 
you can expect me to do whatever I can to support 
this Government in carrying out the people’s mandate. 
 Mr. Speaker, beyond political posturing and 
grandstanding we need action. We need change. We 
need opportunity. Jobs alone will not cut it; our people 
need careers. Handouts will not do. We need oppor-
tunities for families to educate themselves and begin 
the ascent up the social ladder.  

The Throne Speech rolled out several weeks 
ago was refreshing, promising, and clearly indicates 
that we are moving in the right direction now. The 
truth is, however, that we will only begin to scratch the 
surface in this legislative session, and it will be a long 
road ahead, but I am confident that we are committed 
to the work. Gun violence should not be part of our 
culture, nor something that we should be desensitised 
to. Our lives are too valuable for them to end due to 
hostility and unnecessary rivalries. But we are com-
mitted to the work needed to address it.  

Getting education right is a mammoth task. 
But with the right support and resources I am confi-
dent that our team can work together with the Minister 
and the Ministry to set our children up for success. 
Economic diversification is necessary and will take 
work. But we will ensure that through legislative and 
other means we support diversification efforts.  

Mr. Speaker, it is complex, it is heavy, but our 
team is geared up and ready for the work ahead and 
fully accepting our own responsibility for the future. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank you for this time. I thank the peo-
ple for this opportunity. And again, I commit to the 
work and I look forward to the work.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITORS 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, madam, Member, for your 
maiden speech. 

Before I recognise any other Member who 
wishes to speak, I would just like to take a moment to 
acknowledge some of our former Members who are 
present. In the Gallery we have the former Senator 
Milton Scott, and here in the Chamber with us we 
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have former Member Renee . . . I almost said Renee 
Ming. We have Renee Webb. I had to stumble trying 
to get that out. Thank you for joining us.  
 
[Motion to adjourn, continuing] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your maiden speech, 
Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 Mr. Simmons, the Honourable Member from 
constituency 32. I believe this would be your maiden 
speech as well. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: You are correct, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Members, we recognise that this is his 
maiden speech, and we ask that it be quiet. 
 Member in the Gallery, no cameras. You will 
be asked to leave. Thank you 
 Mr. Simmons, you have the floor. 
 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First and foremost, I did not get the opportuni-
ty in the last sitting of the House to be able to extend 
to you, and certainly to the Deputy [Speaker], con-
gratulations on your elevation both as Speaker and as 
Deputy Speaker of this most Honourable House.  
 Mr. Speaker, I also wish at this time to recog-
nise the fact that the 2017 election has passed. We 
had the debate last week on the actual Throne 
Speech, and I did not have an opportunity [to speak]. I 
wish to touch on just two or three matters as it relates 
to that Throne Speech. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise that this is your maiden 
speech. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: We are not allowed to drift back on a 
matter that has already been dealt with. You may 
want to speak on an issue that you have a concern 
about, but you cannot relate it to the Throne Speech. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will 
do just that. 
 Mr. Speaker, it states as it relates to the 
Throne Speech that it was a historic election and it 
produced the clearest expression of the people’s will 
that Bermuda has ever witnessed. It also states that 
the Bermuda Progressive Labour Party secured over 
60 per cent of the large popular vote and a clear en-
dorsement of the Government’s election manifesto.  
 At this time, Mr. Speaker, I would very much 
like to thank those in my constituency, constituen-
cy 32, Southampton West— 
 

[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: And he is one of mine. 
 
The Speaker: Members, remember this is his maiden 
speech. Do not distract him.  
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: I would like to thank the execu-
tive committee led by Mr. David Greene, the Deputy of 
the Branch, the Deputy, Mr. Delano Bulford. I would 
like to recognise Sharleen Webb, Joanne DeSilva, 
Deane Martin, and two new members of the execu-
tive, Maxine Esdaille and Leslie Robinson.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would not have been able to 
stand here today had it not been for the members and 
the executive of constituency 32 who showed me an 
overwhelming support during this entire process. So I 
wish to recognise them today for coming out in num-
bers and supporting us going forward and winning 
very resoundingly in that seat. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda was listed as the most 
expensive country in which to live in 2016. Against 
that backdrop, Bermuda jobs continued to decline 
while more non-Bermudians were added to the work-
force. It is the duty and responsibility of a new Gov-
ernment entering Parliament to prioritise reducing the 
cost of living, creating Bermudian jobs, and growing 
Bermuda’s economy. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe it has been a long feel-
ing within those who critique this Government and as 
they critiqued us as Opposition in Government before, 
that we have not been friendly to international busi-
ness, that we do not consider international business 
as important. I believe that we in this House, from the 
Government benches, are more committed than ever 
in making sure that that relationship exists with inter-
national business, with our IB partners, and also with 
those companies in Bermuda, local companies, so 
that we can move the country forward together. I rec-
ognise that at times it is difficult to weigh out the two, 
that being labour and those who create the employ-
ment. But I believe we can find that common ground. I 
believe that we can work together as a Government, 
as international business and local companies, and I 
do believe that we can work together moving forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, as it relates to our relationship 
with industry partners, I believe that we need to rec-
ognise that this Bermuda Progressive Labour Party 
did not start just yesterday. I believe it is a party that 
began first in 1963. I believe it is a party that recog-
nised from the very beginning that there needed to be 
a voice in our community. I believe that we centred in 
on that voice and created a relationship with that 
community because we are that community. And we 
moved forward from there. For those who may or may 
not know, or those who are not members of the Ber-
muda Progressive Labour Party, I would recommend 
that you pick up memberships immediately so that you 
can come and be a part of— 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Maiden speech, quiet Members. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: —so that you can be part of a 
progressive group that has made it clear and recog-
nises the significance of those in our community who 
need to be represented, and did the job that needed 
to be done in July, on July 18, 2017. 
 The point that I wanted to make, Mr. Speaker, 
laid on the fact that the Bermuda Progressive Labour 
Party in 2012 recognised that some things had to 
change. It realised that some mistakes were made, 
and that in actual fact we had in some way, shape or 
form, while being in the midst of our community, be-
come disconnected from our community. We worked 
on that connect from a previous leadership in our par-
ty and, to dispel a rumour, a party that can fight on so 
many issues can also come together, and can also 
raise the bar together and address the situation that 
we have to deal with at the party. 
 So, the Bermuda Progressive Labour Party 
has moved from 2012 at defeat, now into 2017. But 
along that way some things happened. First of all, we 
sorted out the things that needed to be sorted out in 
our party. We began the process of creating a fertile 
environment for change in our party by working at the 
community level. A former chairman (God rest his 
soul) worked very hard, along with the leadership, in 
making sure that we started to move our committees 
along. The interesting part is that every single one of 
our party members present in the Gallery, those who 
are present here, recognise that the very core of our 
party begins at that membership level, and that mem-
bership level is connected to the community. That 
community is seen every day in every meeting, meet-
ings that I have personally chaired. As a result, the 
laws that we see created today, that we introduced as 
a Government, are a direct result of that connection. 
 Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is safe to say that 
the Bermudian people, our community, our communi-
ties of community, recognise that this Bermuda Pro-
gressive Labour Party has obviously learned some-
thing, and has come out of that period with something 
positive. That positiveness that we see, which devel-
oped over a period of time, is something that is seen 
in this House. But it is also seen on the street. We 
begin to see progress. I will digress slightly and say 
where before everybody said that we want the Gov-
ernment to take care of things. Strangely enough, the 
Honourable Member has already begun the process 
with so many others of trimming his own trees in his 
constituency, of doing the work that needs to be done 
that has progressed us along. 
 So, the mentality at its very core has begun to 
transform into something that is extremely valuable. 
And that is that the Government does not always 
solve things. However, if you partner with Government 
then there is progress. 

 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Progressive La-
bour Party from that moment on, in that period, knew 
that we had to do some things differently. So we cre-
ated from that level a new understanding and connect. 
Now, during that period of time (and this is in the lead-
up to the last election victory—there will be many 
more) . . . Mr. Speaker, I believe that we recognised 
the connect, not just a connect through just the black 
community, we realised, Mr. Speaker (and I tread del-
icately), that there is a relationship for all communities 
in Bermuda. Our emphasis has been on a community 
that is absolutely in need of repair, of help, and of the 
energy from governments, which is why, at the last 
election–– and the Honourable Member touched on it 
–– why during that particular time that this Govern-
ment lost contact with the people.  
 This Government, the former Opposition, the 
Bermuda Progressive Labour Party realises and rec-
ognises that we must move forward for an entire Ber-
muda. We must create opportunities for an entire 
Bermuda. But we do recognise that it is just not 
enough to advance the trickle-down economics. It just 
does not assist the community, because by doing it 
that way there is no dignity. So, as a result, this Gov-
ernment will be focused on creating opportunities in 
Bermuda that will create respect, but there will also be 
a level of pride being connected as an entrepreneur, 
being connected in that community. Being able to 
work and create jobs and do the things that are nec-
essary, Mr. Speaker, I believe that that is where we 
are as a Government today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I believe, and I will take this 
moment, having mentioned the Bermuda Progressive 
Labour Party from its executive level, to thank each 
and every one of those committees, the research and 
platform committees, the campaign and candidates 
committee, all the public relations committees over 
there. And we cannot forget our finance committee. I 
just want to insert, Mr. Speaker, if I may, as it relates 
to our election, a lot of money goes into elections. The 
Bermuda Progressive Labour Party proved this time 
that you do not have to have an enormous amount of 
finance in order to get a result that we got. We got just 
about enough to get us where we needed to be. But 
what really took place was, as I often say with all due 
respect, the “CF model.” The CF model of approach. 
 Honourable Member Furbert would say that 
that is what he does. The Honourable Member, Mr. 
Burgess, would certainly signify that that is how you 
get things done in your branch and keep the members 
that you have. The Honourable Member Zane De Sil-
va would say that those on both sides of this House 
who really put the effort into their communities . . . The 
Honourable Member Christopher Famous’ model [the 
CF model] says that you have to canvass. You have 
to be on the doorstep to know. 
 And the Speaker lives by it every single day. 
There is a connection that you have to have. And I will 
say this. In 1998, the Honourable Premier, former 
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Premier, who visits this House today, won an election 
off of just that. You do not take a lot of money. It takes 
a connection to your community. And that is how we 
won this election. We listened. We talked. We dis-
cussed the issues going on in our community. And we 
got the opportunity, and they said, once they realised 
we were understanding what they were saying . . . we 
brought that back to the party through our research 
and platform, created the platform. And the platform 
created what? It created the Throne Speech that we 
see here today, a connect to our community. 
 Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I believe that what we 
have right now, as we have already discussed this 
Throne Speech and we have already begun this pro-
cess, is a party that is refocused. What we have is a 
Government that realises that we must govern for the 
entire Bermuda. But it also realises that there were 
some in our community that we cannot leave behind. 
The Throne Speech speaks so much on financial as-
sistance. It speaks so much on how we must redo and 
revamps education. It speaks so much, Mr. Speaker, 
on how we need to empower our young black males, 
our black males entirely. And all of us who have spo-
ken so much on these issues are going to see that 
come to fruition in this House. 
 Mr. Speaker, in my private life I absolutely 
have an opportunity to work with young people in the 
property for which I work. And during that time I real-
ise, because I am responsible many times for the hir-
ing, many times for the firing, even . . . but what I real-
ise coming through that door is that a lot of our young 
people are ill-equipped and that we have a responsi-
bility to do what the Honourable Member Burgess 
would say quite clearly, Mr. Speaker. And that is 
sometimes as managers, as owners of companies, as 
leaders of industry, as individuals of power in compa-
nies, we have a responsibility sometimes to forgive 
seven times seventy.  
 We have a responsibility in our community 
because that is what is missing. It is all good and well 
to look at our corporate bottom lines. And I under-
stand how everybody feels. As a manager I have a 
responsibility for a budget, and I have to stick to it. But 
I also realise that sometimes my intention is so that 
when that young man or young woman comes 
through that door, I want them to leave with more than 
what they [came with] so that they can build off of 
something. They may not be all that happy, but they 
have got the opportunity to build on it.  
 I believe in this country. If it is one thing that 
this Government must do, it must create an environ-
ment, it must create a feeling and a movement. And 
we have tried since 1998 to get international business, 
local companies, to get the mind-set changed be-
cause we have spent a lot of time tearing apart the 
fact that there is not any mind-set on our young peo-
ple’s side. We have to change the company view. And 
we have to forgive seventy times seven and work with 
them. And you will find that, of the ten, you may get 

the three. Of the ten, you may get the seven. But we 
have to change it by investing in Bermuda instead of 
seeing that strict bottom line, taking the opportunity to 
create opportunities in our young people, creating the 
opportunity, the energy and creating an environment 
for them that makes them feel that someone believes 
that they are of value. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I have worked hard at mak-
ing sure that those young people are trained, are giv-
en some sort of beginning where they are, and also, 
that once they go they are able to contribute in some 
small way—not perfect at it; they have their shortfalls. 
But we can make that absolutely happen. 
 On the other side, Mr. Speaker, with the last 
moments that I do have I wish to speed forward. 
 Yes, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Three minutes. Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: I will speed forward and say this: 
There is a hurting part of our community that we must 
address. We have every, every opportunity with the 
majority that we have to begin to make that change 
and make the repair. I believe that we are going to do 
that. We must also view this as the first instalment. 
This is a Throne Speech instalment, the first one, 
which will advance our country and move us forward 
time and time again. We will use these Throne 
Speeches, and we will deliver on each of those as we 
go for the betterment of our country. 
 I am going to take this opportunity to thank 
every single [person] who has encouraged me so far, 
who has given me an opportunity to speak in their 
homes and to discuss the issues that they have, and 
also given me an opportunity to demonstrate, as a 
black male, that I can keep my word, that I can do the 
things in the community and that I can bring about, in 
some way, shape or form, assist this Government and 
assist my Government in being the best that we can 
be. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you so much for your val-
uable time. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, thank you for 
your comments. We appreciate your maiden speech. 
 Is there any other Member who wishes to 
speak? 
 We recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 21. The Honourable Mr. Commissiong, 
you have the floor. 
 

VOTING DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, what elo-
quence!  

What eloquence have we witnessed here to-
day; I am so proud of that Honourable Member. Cer-
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tainly, the Members of the Opposition are getting a 
taste of what task lies before them. I mean, they had 
trouble, unsuccessful ultimately, keeping up with us 
before the election when we were in Opposition. And 
with the addition to our ranks of these brilliant men 
and women . . . I still have my cousin over there, Mr. 
Famous, the Member from [constituency] 11, who has 
not spoken as yet. And I am very happy about the fact 
that MP Simmons acknowledged the role that he 
plays within his community and the role and contribu-
tions that he made to this great party. Let us not forget 
that work, the quiet work that he put in. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And so, for all those people 
out in radio land, I have the unenviable task of follow-
ing Mr. Simmons. And remember, this was his first 
[speech] in this House. And for all those people in ra-
dio land, on July 18th we did have a great expression 
of democracy; some would say our still somewhat im-
perfect democracy. 
 I just want to take an opportunity to highlight 
three demographic groups that made that day so spe-
cial not just for the Progressive Labour Party, but for 
Bermuda. One is those young black men and women 
who came out in droves. We should not have any fear 
about calling it for what it was. We knew that once we 
had that level of turnout, once we saw the generations 
coming together, that we are an unstoppable force. 
And so, to the credit, those young black Bermudian 
men and women between the ages of age of 18 and 
40 or 45, we thank you. 
 The second is first-time voters. This is hard for 
me to believe, and still it makes my eyes begin to wa-
ter when I think of this. In 2012 I canvassed a young 
man whose family roots are up in Warwick. Well, he is 
not so young. He is about four or five years older than 
me; he is about 65 or 66 now. And I know he did not 
vote in the last election. I just assumed that he was 
one of those dissatisfied with our performance in that 
period leading up to the 2012 election. He was not 
alone, or he would not be alone in that regard. But on 
Election Day, that man came up to me over at St. 
Paul’s Centennial Hall, where our voting station was. 
He came up to me and said, Rolfe, I just want to tell 
you this is the first time I have ever voted. Like I said, I 
thought that maybe he had not voted in but maybe 
two or three elections during his lifetime. I know he did 
not vote in 2012. But he said, That is the first time that 
I have ever voted. A 65-year-old black Bermudian 
man! And half of you know who he is. He works over 
there with my cousin, Mr. Chris Famous, from [con-
stituency] 11.  

I said to him, Brother, I am just so honoured 
that the first vote you are ever going to cast is going to 
be for me. And then he walked in, and he cast that 
vote, his first one ever. Although talking to colleagues 
after the election, I have come to realise that that was 

happening all up and down Bermuda. And I heard sto-
ries that actually did that one better, because he was 
registered and had been for a long time, even though 
he had never voted. You had those who had just reg-
istered. But you had also individuals who had never 
been registered who registered and then voted. I have 
got information that we are talking about individuals in 
their 70s, in their 80s. 
 Lastly, I said three demographic groups. And 
that was the upsurge in support from Bermuda’s white 
community. I cannot quantify it, but everybody knows 
it was there. I know in my constituency in Cavendish 
Heights, I got some white votes in 2012. And I suspect 
I got a few more this time. Historically, the Progressive 
Labour Party has always gotten between 2.5 [per 
cent] to 3 per cent of the white vote. So this time, per-
haps it went up to 4 per cent. But certainly, that 
means that it is something that we need to talk about 
and encourage. 
 Like I have said, we are still living in a House 
and the world that Sir Henry Tucker created back in 
the 1960s. And as it relates to our political opponents, 
it is a world predicated upon having almost every 
white voter voting for the previous UBP and now OBA, 
and attaching to that a small minority of black votes. 
That was the formula for electoral success. It worked 
for them, but it has hurt our country. As I have said 
before, it has led to a lack of growth and maturation of 
ourselves as a polity, as a political country that can do 
politics and ensure that we can move the country for-
ward, as they continue to preach together. That has 
been one of the biggest impediments in our ability to 
achieve that. 
 So, hopefully, we can put to bed, we can 
close the door (to mix metaphors) on the world that Sir 
Henry Tucker created. Because I tell you this: If the 
Progressive Labour Party previously, and even mov-
ing forward, had even been able to garner 7, 8, 9, 
10 per cent of Bermuda’s white vote, Bermuda would 
be radically different than it is now. Believe me. Those 
are the three demographic groups. So, there is some 
cause for optimism. 
 I just want to add this: Those white voters who 
support this party, a small number but growing even 
as members, one or two are now part of the PLP ex-
ecutive, because they know, coming in, that this party 
has always been advocated and supported the quest 
for social and racial justice. So these are white Ber-
mudians who say, Enough is enough! It is time to 
change, and who are prepared to sacrifice their white 
privilege in order to make that happen. They are put-
ting skin in the game. That bodes positive for us, mov-
ing forward. 
 

CLOSING RACIAL DIVIDES 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Now, Mr. Speaker, my next 
point on the same line about how we can begin to 
move forward, how we can begin to close the racial 
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divides that continue to alienate us, four and a half 
years, it was one of my first presentations to this 
House. I do not think it was my maiden speech. I im-
plored the Royal Gazette to do the following: I im-
plored the Royal Gazette to offer an apology for the 
role it played during the period of chattel slavery in 
Bermuda, a period of bondage of persons of African 
and Native American descent, and for the role it 
played in maintaining a strict racial hierarchy after 
Emancipation right up until the 1960s and 1970s. 
 The Royal Gazette was in many ways a trib-
une of that racial oppression, the message board of 
white supremacy in Bermuda. Slave sales. Have you 
seen my runaway Negro? If he comes for work, don’t 
hire him because he has not given me the full meas-
ure of what he owes me. In the post-Emancipation 
period, employment ads are basically saying, Negroes 
need not apply. Whites only. I have seen a few of 
those ads which were featured in that paper in the 
1940s and 1950s and 1960s. 
 Now, this was not an idea that I just came up 
with. This came from my father. My father was a 
member of the theatre boycott, Progressive Group, I 
should say. He and my mother. My father, who would 
not brag about it—but I will—was the one who came 
up with the idea for the boycott as a member of the 
Progressive Group. He said to me in a call one day 
(and he is from Trinidad), he said, Rolfe, let me run 
something by you, boy. Most of the newspapers in the 
southern states (He now lives in Cape Cod in the US), 
many of those papers were begun at the same time 
as the “Royal Gazette” during the Colonial period in 
the US, they have a history, many of them, that goes 
right up into the 20th century. But after the Civil Rights 
era in the late 1950s and 1960s in the US, many of 
those papers that have a similar legacy to the “Royal 
Gazette” apologised for the role they played in main-
taining white supremacy, facilitating the whole slave 
trade, and after the Emancipation 1865 period in the 
US basically helped to entrench the whole Jim Crowe 
system in the South. 
 But the “Royal Gazette,” he said, has never 
apologised!  

And you know, Members, we always hear 
some members of our white community talking about, 
You people need to get beyond this! You need to put 
it behind us. We need to come together as one. Well, 
that is how you do that. Yes, I agree with you. Let the 
Royal Gazette apologise. You see? That is how you 
begin the process of coming together as one, putting it 
behind us.  

Let us see white Bermudians do what our 
black Bermudians have done and show more diversity 
in their choices politically. That is how you begin to put 
it behind us. 
 So, we have a reporter here from the Royal 
Gazette. Let the word go out that I, Rolfe Commis-
siong, have again challenged the Royal Gazette to do 

the right thing. Okay? Challenged the Bermuda Press 
Holdings to do the right thing here.  
 

AT-RISK YOUNG BLACK MEN 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Now, Mr. Speaker, I am 
going on to my third point here. I am so happy that . . . 
and I have to use that word advisedly because in 
some ways it is nothing to be “happy” about. But we 
are seeing a growing awareness about the need for 
us to come to terms with the multigenerational issues 
confronting our young black men. I am very loath to 
talk about gang violence, gang culture, not because 
those things do not exist, but they only exist in a way 
that, for some people, leads to dehumanisation 
around this issue.  

You see, gang violence and gang formation 
are symptoms. Because what we are really talking 
about is a multigenerational issue that pertains specif-
ically to at-risk young and not-so-young black men, as 
the Member from [constituency] 2 highlighted during 
his presentation. For me, that is where ground zero on 
this issue has always been. And that is where we 
need to redouble our efforts, at that front end, to be 
able to tackle this issue in a sustainable way. 

Certainly, we know that, yes, intervention is 
key. And we have, I think, an able young Minister who 
is going to make that happen, he and his team. But let 
us not forget that unless we deal with it on the front 
end, there are going to be more coming through that 
pipeline. And that is what we do not need. We need to 
ensure that that pipeline is not going to be that path-
way to the construction of young black men from 
working-class families. You see, Mr. Speaker, this is 
nothing that is theoretical. Many of you who are under 
40 years old are not aware that what we are seeing 
now is what I would call 2.0. Remember Microsoft 
when it started its software? [Version] 1.0 was the first 
iteration, 2.0 the second iteration, and 3.0 . . . I think 
we are up to what, 9 or 10.0 now? 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Ten. You see, 1.0 was with 
my generation when it came to this issue of at-risk 
young black men. Okay? And we are talking about 
these young men then who are coming out of the 
1970s and 1980s.  

Many people have forgotten the older mem-
bers, and many of the young people are not even 
aware of this. We had upwards of close to 200 rela-
tively young black men pass away due to the scourge 
of HIV/AIDS. Most of them, if they were living now, 
would be between the ages of about 50–55 to around 
65–70. Okay? Maybe even 75. Why? Because we are 
talking about men who were users of heroin and ad-
ministered the drug intravenously. And when the HIV 
virus got into that pool of users it went like wildfire. 
Again, 100 to 80 or more young black men started 
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dying around 1979, 1980. You hear me? Families lost 
two sons. Some families lost three sons. I am talking 
about a number of families who lost more than one 
son. Many of those were men, mostly, but there were 
some women, as well, significant others and spouses. 
Okay? 
 So by the time you got to the mid- to late 
1990s, we were up to 160 individuals, up to 160 to 
180 individuals. I was in the company of two men who 
are both gone now, died as a consequence of the 
same thing. And I remember hearing them counting 
off names. Oh, he’s gone. No, that one too? You re-
member him? What was his nickname now? His name 
was Secret? Oh, that one’s name . . . And I asked 
them after listening to this for about half an hour, be-
cause there were a group of us around. And he said, 
No, we are just counting the number of individuals 
who have already died by way of HIV/AIDS. Within 10 
years, both of those individuals were gone, as well.  
 So, you see, this is a multigenerational phe-
nomenon. That is why it is really not about gang vio-
lence and gang culture, gang formation, right? In this 
sense, at a causal level, it is about still posing the 
question to Bermuda, What are we going to do with 
respect to our young black men . . . and, more broad-
ly, our black community?  

Probably more important than even Operation 
Ceasefire is a living wage for our people. And now 
getting back to the issue of gang violence, most of 
that stuff is coming out of these marginalised commu-
nities and households who are beset by low income 
and rising levels of poverty. 
 Today’s paper, for example, reminds us. In 
today’s Royal Gazette, the 2010 census has been 
used to glean the following: Robert Stubbs, who gave 
a lecture yesterday (last night, I believe), the econo-
mist, “Mr Stubbs said that he estimated 23 per cent of 
Bermuda’s population were living in ‘poverty’ in 2017 
or below 50 per cent of the median household income, 
which he described as a widely accepted definition of 
poverty. ‘It is quite shocking when you see how we 
stack up internationally,’ he said. Mr Stubbs, previous-
ly head of research at the Bank of Bermuda, was 
making a presentation called ‘Bermuda 2017: Test 
Tube to the World’ to a small audience at Bungalow 
56 last night.” 
 You see, Bermuda is a test tube. One thing 
we do know is that these outcomes, whether it was 
my generation or the present, have only been ring 
fenced around Bermuda’s black community. You see, 
we know that Bermuda has a population of between 
30 to 40 per cent of white Bermudians. But yet, we 
have not seen these outcomes over the last 40 years 
hitting that community. What is the difference? Do 
they go to church more than us, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: You have got less than a minute left, 
Mr. Commissiong, less than a minute. 
 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
 What is the difference? Do they go to church 
more than you? Are they more religious than you? 
The most salient and deterministic difference is that 
they have a higher social economic status; they are 
more affluent than black Bermudians. So they are, 
therefore, insulated from these issues. 
 I just want to add this: For some people who 
do not listen . . . do not get me wrong. I do not want to 
see a Bermuda where the white community is going to 
have the same outcomes as us, you know. I want to 
see a Bermuda with a genuine parity and racial 
equality where the level of these types of impacts is 
as low proportionately as we find in Bermuda’s white 
community. 
 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Let us get that right. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to 
speak? 
 No other Member. No other Member. 
 We will take the [Deputy] Premier, which 
means this will close the session when the [Deputy] 
Premier finishes. 
 [Deputy] Premier, you have the floor. 
 

PLP GOVERNMENT’S AGENDA 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, I almost hesitate get-
ting up to speak at this point only because this motion 
to adjourn started not on a very good note. Frankly, it 
started on a very less-than-high standard in reference 
to the presentation that we were subjected to—not 
with much optimism, not with much encouragement. It 
started with . . . It almost was, to me, a rehash. 
Someone was looking to rehash their fight that they 
lost in the last general election. That is what it sound-
ed like to me. But perhaps that was just my percep-
tion. 
 Unfortunately, it set a tone for this motion to 
adjourn which has to be responded to. But I do not 
hesitate because of that, Mr. Speaker; I hesitate be-
cause I am greatly encouraged and enthusiastic by 
the speeches given by our new Members who reflect 
the optimism and opportunity that was given to this 
Government by the people of Bermuda on July 18th. 
Their maiden speeches showed where this country 
can go.  

As was said by the Premier last week, it is 
clear what is the path, and it is clear what is the future. 
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It is very clear. Because the future is trying to use their 
own deficiencies and failures to reignite some sort of 
fire within their own base and somehow pass their 
inadequacies onto the Government, of what they 
were, their own Paradise Lost, if I can call it that, their 
lack of . . . their expectations not met. An inability to 
meet goals, broken promises. And now they want to 
fight those battles again in this Parliament, a Parlia-
ment that the people clearly sent a message of what 
they want. They did not want that. 
 If you did not get the gaming platform right, do 
not blame us. If you did not meet certain economic 
goals and expectations which you promised the peo-
ple, do not blame us. That is your burden to carry. 
You must reconcile that with your voters, some of 
whom probably voted for us. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, that is the tone this motion 
to adjourn started with. But it was recovered and given 
life and given optimism by the maiden speeches from 
the Government benches. They both reflect what the 
country desires. And what can aptly be said, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the people saw the light on [July] the 
18th. They certainly saw the light. They decided on 
what they definitely did not want and what they defi-
nitely wanted. And they definitely did not want to be 
pepper sprayed. They definitely did not want broken 
promises. And they voted to reject certain things, Mr. 
Speaker. They voted to reject the idea that was postu-
lated by the former administration that, All we need is 
foreign investment and foreign labour to turn this 
around. 

They voted to accept Bermudians first! That is 
what they voted for, Mr. Speaker. They voted for Ber-
mudians to be first in education, first in opportunity, 
first in jobs, first in entrepreneurship. That is what they 
voted for. They did not vote to be pushed to the back 
of the line for the sake of economic advantage or eco-
nomic opportunity, as was shaped by the former ad-
ministration. They voted to be first in training. They 
voted to be first for the opportunity to start a business, 
not just to get a job, but actually start a business and 
to have a future in this country. That is what they vot-
ed for, because they did not find that opportunity with 
who was handling their affairs prior to the 18th of July, 
Mr. Speaker. 

They voted for red carpet for local business, 
not for international business. They voted to have a 
sincere and honest discussion of what separates us 
around race, around income inequality. That is what 
they voted for, not for it to be proclaimed on the floor 
of the House and then to be not acted on, ultimately, 
in the end in any sincere way. That is what the voters 
voted for, Mr. Speaker. They did not vote for the mes-
sage that I heard at the beginning of this motion to 
adjourn. 

They voted for economic revival, not econom-
ic stagnation. And when I say revival, a revival that 
was inclusive, Mr. Speaker, of everybody in the coun-
try, the stagnation they did not want that continued to 

reward those who still have, and only and always 
have had. That is the stagnation that this country has 
been plagued with for generations, a stagnation that 
does not include all those who desire the opportunity. 
That is what the voters voted for, Mr. Speaker. And 
that is what they found with those who came before 
us. They voted for transparency; they voted for hones-
ty. They voted to reject promises of jobs and also vot-
ed to reject the promise of money to be in an account 
for their children not yet born, which no one still has 
told us yet how it was going to be paid for. 

They voted against being told that money 
does not grow on trees or that the country has no 
money. But money was found for priorities which they 
felt did not include them. That is what they voted 
against. And they voted for something else, Mr. 
Speaker. They voted against Pathways to Status. 
They voted for pathways of opportunity and partner-
ship. That is what they voted for, Mr. Speaker—not 
the message that we heard from the other side in this 
motion to adjourn. That is what the people voted for. 

And, Mr. Speaker, that is what this Govern-
ment is going to do its best to deliver. That is what is 
embodied in the maiden speeches of those two Mem-
bers who have spoken here today. That is what is 
embodied in the commitment by the Honourable and 
Learned Member from constituency 21 to see people 
helped through the possibility of a living wage. That is 
what is embodied in our commitment, to see our sen-
iors not gripped with economic peril in their lives going 
forward. 

This Government is committed to all of that. 
And that is why I am spending most of my time in this 
motion to adjourn not pointing fingers at anybody else 
or criticising, but actually . . . The Government is 
committed to what the people voted for. The Govern-
ment has been elected to address gaming, but ad-
dress it in a way that will be right for Bermuda, going 
forward, to, if necessary, build on the work of our pre-
decessors, but to get it right, not the stagnation that 
we saw around this issue for four years, after promis-
es. They do not want empty promises anymore, Mr. 
Speaker. That is why we hear the stories of people 
who had never voted before coming to the polls, be-
cause they wanted something different. They clearly 
wanted something different. And they made it very 
clear. 

So, what is our task in this House, going for-
ward? It is to give the people what they voted for and 
for the Opposition to embody that principle, as well. 
And as we have tried to make clear, the response to 
the Throne Speech did not embody the Island. It em-
bodied something else. It did not embody an Opposi-
tion that has learned. It did not embody a party that 
suffered a defeat and is in a period of reflection and 
rebuilding. No. Here we have a group, unfortunately, 
who seems to be more interested in rehashing stuff 
that they found on the Internet and trolling vociferously 
rather than coming to the House and dealing with the 
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issues that the country faces, some of which we can, 
potentially, do together and get solutions together. 
But, no.  

The Throne Speech Reply sets the agenda for 
the year. Their agenda is not one of working in part-
nership with the Government, because it opened with 
antagonism, just as, unfortunately, the opening of this 
motion to adjourn opened today.  

So, Mr. Speaker, we have had a successful 
day, I believe. Legislation has been passed that is 
going to, we hope, improve the economic situation 
and the situation that we do business in, continue the 
work that is necessary to keep Bermuda on track and 
to ensure . . . and the Government is following its 
agenda, an agenda given in mandate by the people of 
this country.  

And it is for the Opposition to partner with us 
or not. They have the choice. But to rehash their elec-
tion loss . . . I think the public has already sent a mes-
sage of how they feel about that sort of practice. They 
want the future. As I said, I believe that the future is 
on this side of the House; thus far it is improving. The 
past seems to be still playing in the Opposition 
benches. But that is for them to sort out. 

I know the responses I get from the communi-
ty as I move around dealing with many of the tasks 
that I have been given responsibility for. People are 
optimistic. That is why they are going around clipping 
their own hedges around the world, because they feel 
empowered. They want their community to improve. 
They are not leaving it just to the public officials to do. 
They believe it is in their hands. They did not feel that 
way before [July] the 18th. But many are feeling like 
that right now, Mr. Speaker. And it is the responsibility 
of us in the Government and the Opposition to ensure 
that continues, because that will help our country. 
That will help to break boundaries. That will help to 
build strength in the economy, optimism, and people 
moving forward, if we all participate in pushing the 
sense of ownership that seems to have embodied 
many in the community today. 

I sincerely hope that the Opposition does that, 
because it certainly will help their own community that 
they have responsibility for, just like I have mine in 
[constituency] 15, Members have in [constituen-
cies] 22, 7, 10 . . . the list goes on . . . [constituen-
cy] 30. They all have responsibilities for those voters. 
But those voters will lose if they continue to come to 
this House and do as they did at the beginning of this 
motion to adjourn. The country wants results from all 
of us. This Government is committed to results. That 
is why our Throne Speech sets an agenda that we 
feel can be completed in this calendar year. No over-
promise, because we are committed to delivery, Mr. 
Speaker. 

And we hope that the Opposition, in whatever 
role they choose to play in this House, will ensure that 
happens, because that is what the people desire. Six-
ty per cent of the voters made it clear what they want. 

They may have wanted a different government, but 
they want results. And the Opposition has to prove 
that they are a part of that. We are ready to work with 
them. That is why we have many intentions of partner-
ing with them on the big issues. That is embodied in 
our platform and in our Throne Speech. In many a 
country, Mr. Speaker, a government that got 60 per 
cent would not have to partner with anybody. But that 
is not the PLP way. Despite the significant mandate, 
we are committed to publish it with our opponents in 
this House, to see Bermuda go forward in a more uni-
fied manner. 

But it is up to the Opposition if they want to 
participate in that manner instead of dig and dig on 
false allegations and innuendoes and anything else, 
or try and replay the election here in this Chamber. It 
is their choice. But we are committed to results for the 
people of this country, Mr. Speaker. 

And with that, I take my seat. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. [Deputy] Premier. 
 The House now stands adjourned until next 
Friday at 10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 6:13 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 29 September 2017.]  
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