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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
25 NOVEMBER 2016 

10:00 AM 
Sitting Number 4 of the 2016/17 Session 

 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speak-
er] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
The Speaker: The Minutes for the 21st of November 
have been deferred. 
 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Speaker: Yes. I would like to announce that MPs 
Walton Brown, Diallo N. Rabain, and Nandi Outer-
bridge are absent today. 
 Also, I would like to announce that yesterday I 
had meetings with the Opposition and the Govern-
ment Leaders, and as a result of that, the Bermuda 
Airport Authority Act will not be debated today. It will 
be moved on to the next meeting so that Members 
would have opportunity to further go over the material 
that has been shared up to this point. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
 COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Minister of 
Finance. 
 

INSURANCE ACCOUNTS AMENDMENT 
 REGULATIONS 2016 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 

of Assembly the Insurance Accounts Amendment 
Regulations 2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Minister, Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 

CASINO GAMING (CASINO FEES)  
REGULATIONS 2016 

 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
consideration of the Honourable House of Assembly 
the Casino Gaming (Casino Fees) Regulations 2016. 
And I have another one. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. You have a second one, 
Minister. 
 

CASINO GAMING (GENERAL RESERVE 
 AND CASINO TAXES) REGULATIONS 2016 

 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I have the honour to attach and submit for 
the consideration of the Honourable House of Assem-
bly the Casino Gaming (General Reserve and Casino 
Taxes) Regulations 2016. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister, the 
Learned Attorney General, T. G. Moniz. 
 

ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING/ANTI-TERRORIST 
FINANCING GUIDANCE NOTES FOR DEALERS IN 

HIGH VALUE GOODS IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged, Mr. Speaker.  
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
Anti-Money Laundering/Anti-Terrorist Financing Guid-
ance Notes for Dealers in High Value Goods in Ber-
muda. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the 
Learned Member, the Attorney General. 
 
ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING/ANTI-TERRORIST FI-
NANCING (AML/ATF) SUPERVISION OF THE HIGH 

VALUE DEALERS SECTORS—UPDATE 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wish to update this Honourable House on the 
progress that is being made by the Financial Intelli-
gence Agency [FIA], in particular, and the National 
Anti-Money Laundering Committee [NAMLC] in gen-
eral, in updating Bermuda’s Anti-Money Launder-
ing/Anti-Terrorist [AML/ATF] Financing framework, to 
include within its scope the supervision of dealers of 
high value goods. This effort is part of Bermuda’s con-
tinuing commitment to enhance Bermuda’s compli-
ance with the requirements set out in international 
standards established by the Financial Action Task 
Force [FATF]. 
 Mr. Speaker, in July this year, the Legislature 
enacted amendments to Bermuda’s AML/ATF legisla-
tion amongst which were provisions to bring in scope 
dealers in high value goods and empowering the FIA 
to undertake the supervision of businesses which 
make up that group. These legislative provisions were 
intended to come into effect on the 1st of December 
2016, but I have been asked to hold off, so there can 
be slightly more consultation, until the 1st of January 
2017. Dealers in high value goods are defined in the 
legislation to include jewellery dealers; car, boat and 
motorcycle dealers; precious metal and stone dealers; 
antique dealers; and auctioneers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the supervisory framework for 
these sectors will be unique. Businesses will have the 
opportunity to organise their operations in a way that 
will obviate the need for them to be registered and be 
subject to supervision by the FIA. This is because the 
supervisory regime will only be focused on those 
businesses that wish to be able to accept cash pay-
ments totalling $7,500 or more, or the equivalent, in 
any other currency for a single transaction or a series 
of related transactions. 
 Therefore, Mr. Speaker, businesses that 
make a commitment to exclude from their operations 
these high-risk cash transactions at or above that 
threshold will be excluded from the registration re-
quirements and will only occasionally be required to 
demonstrate that they continue to adhere to that 
commitment. For those businesses that do wish to 
undertake cash transactions above the threshold, they 
will be required to register with the FIA, and therefore 
will be subject to the applicable requirements in the 
AML/ATF law. These specify the preventive controls 
that must be implemented by those entities in order to 

reduce their risk of being abused for money launder-
ing and terrorist financing. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would therefore like to advise 
that, since the amendments were enacted, the FIA 
has carried out a number of administrative and out-
reach activities to prepare themselves and the rele-
vant sectors for the commencement of the supervisory 
framework. To that end, they have prepared draft 
guidance notes, which they circulated to the sectors 
on the 26th of August 2016, for its consultation. The 
consultation period lasted until the 30th of September. 
During that time, the FIA also conducted training ses-
sions with the dealers in high value goods, as well as 
had outreach with the banking sector to update them 
on this development. 
 Mr. Speaker, feedback provided to the FIA by 
industry and by the membership of NAMLC was taken 
into account in updating the draft guidance notes. The 
final draft was submitted to me for my review and ap-
proval. I have confirmed in writing my approval of 
these guidance notes and have requested that they 
be published in the official Gazette and an electronic 
copy be made available on the website of the FIA. 
 Mr. Speaker, although the provisions of the 
legislation will commence on 1st of December 2016, 
the Financial Intelligence Agency will, with my ap-
proval, commence registration on the 2nd of January 
2017. Going forward, the FIA will continue their out-
reach and training sessions with these sectors to en-
hance their understanding of the regime and to em-
power them with the information necessary to facilitate 
compliance with the requirements. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have provided a copy of the 
guidance notes to the Clerk for the benefit of the Hon-
ourable Members and the public. With that, Mr. 
Speaker, I thank you for your indulgence. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: We have written responses for Mr. 
Roban from the Premier. Do we have those? Yes, Mr. 
Roban should have those. Okay, thank you. 
 

QUESTIONS: CCTV SECURITY CAMERAS 
 

1) Would the Honourable Premier please 
provide this Honourable House with the 
total number of CCTV Security Cameras 
that have been installed island-wide under 
the contract awarded to BAS-Serco as of 
October 31, 2016? 
 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/T%20Moniz%20Statement%20-%20UPDATE%20ON%20THE%20ANTI-MONEY%20LAUNDERING%20ANTITERRORIST%20-%20Nov%2025%202016.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/T%20Moniz%20Statement%20-%20UPDATE%20ON%20THE%20ANTI-MONEY%20LAUNDERING%20ANTITERRORIST%20-%20Nov%2025%202016.pdf
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2) Would the Honourable Premier please 
provide this Honourable House with in-
formation on the expenditure related to 
the contract awarded to BAS-Serco and 
any specific subcontractors related to the 
operation, maintenance and repair of the 
CCTV system as of October 31, 2016? 

 
3) Would the Honourable Premier please 

provide this Honourable House with the 
list of all legal fees paid to attorneys or 
advisors related to the CCTV operation up 
to October 31, 2016? 

 
The Speaker: We also have written responses for Mr. 
Rabain from the Minister, Patricia Gordon-Pamplin; 
we have them. 
 

QUESTIONS: DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
1) Would the Honourable Minister please in-

form this Honourable House what catego-
ries of employment have the Government 
and the Department of Workforce Devel-
opment identified as needed during the 
construction phases of the proposed New 
Airport Development, the proposed Hotel 
in St. Georges Development and the Pro-
posed Hotel at Morgan’s Point Develop-
ment and how many unemployed people 
currently registered at the Department of 
Workforce Development fall within these 
categories? 

 
2) Would the Honourable Minister please in-

form this Honourable House what training 
programs have been identified by the 
Government and the Department of Work-
force Development to train Bermudians in 
preparation for work during the construc-
tion and post-construction operations 
phase of the proposed New Airport De-
velopment; the proposed Hotel in St. 
Georges Development and the Proposed 
Hotel at Morgan’s Point Development?  

 
3) Would the Honourable Minister please in-

form this Honourable House how many 
work permits have been issued and how 
many persons are registered as unem-
ployed with the Department of Workforce 
Development in the following categories 
for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 and be-
tween January 1, 2016 to Present: 

a) Masons   
 b) Electricians 

c) Plumbers   
 d) Carpenters 

e) Tilers    
 f)  Dry-Wallers 

g) Welders    
 h) Waiters 

 i) Landscape Gardeners 
 
The Speaker: And the Chair will now recognise the 
Honourable Member from constituency 5, MP D. V. 
Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker, and the House. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: SWING BRIDGE IN ST. GEORGE’S 
PARISH 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, will the 
Honourable Minister of Works and Engineering please 
inform this Honourable House as to what is the total 
cost to strengthen and fix the swing bridge in St. 
George's Parish? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: In answer to that question, 
the swing bridge strengthening work entails repairs to 
the central swing span at this present time. The work 
has a cost of $607,000. Now, there is some other 
work that we will be putting out to tender on Novem-
ber 28, 2016. But it would not be appropriate for me to 
give those figures, because it is going out to tender at 
this time. But at present, we are looking at just the 
swing span of the bridge, $607,000. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, supplementary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Carry on. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: As I understand it, in 
repairing the bridge there are some metal plates to be 
welded underneath. How will that affect the motor ca-
pacity that drives that bridge? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The work that we are looking to complete by 
December will restore the two-lane traffic, meaning 
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that the lights that you see there now will be removed. 
The challenge, of course, is that we still have to do the 
approach spans. And that work will not go out to ten-
der until March sometime. So it means that we will 
have two-lane traffic going back and forth, hopefully 
without any hiccups, by the end of this December. The 
weight restrictions for the larger vehicles—for in-
stance, the fuel trucks—will remain in place until we 
get the approach spans fixed, which will go out in this 
March.  
 So, two-lane traffic; no traffic lights; the weight 
restrictions stay as they are; and when we do the ap-
proach spans, then we will restore all traffic going 
over. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Mr. Speaker, I do 
not think I was clear. I want to know the lifespan of the 
motors that drive that bridge, because you are putting 
actual weight. That is what I would like to know, yes. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Yes. We are not talking about the actual mo-
tor mechanism at this point in time. There is a sepa-
rate contract that will go out to do that. You are talking 
about the part that allows the bridge to actually swing 
open. 
 At present, what we are concerned about is 
actually the swing span, meaning the actual part that 
does swing, not the motor mechanism itself. That is 
the part that is rusted out. That is the part [with prob-
lems, the reason] why we have placed the restrictions 
in play, not the motor that drives the actual opening of 
the bridge. 
 So, the $607,000 is to replace the steelwork 
underneath that is, in some places, completely eroded 
away. Then after we do that work we will look at the 
span approaches, we will then look at the hydraulics 
and the electrical work involved in actually allowing 
the bridge to swing open. As you know, we have done 
some testing already. And there is more testing to be 
done to determine the final cost, or final works, that 
need to be done to ensure that the bridge can swing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Another supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Once you finish the 
span, or start it, will there be any delay when you are 
doing that work? Because I see that it goes out to 
tender on Monday. And it is supposed to be complet-
ed by March of 2017. Any delays [expected during]  
that work? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly with this work, 
there are no anticipated delays. But, you know, some-
times stuff happens. But no anticipated delays. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: SWING BRIDGE IN ST. GEORGE’S 
PARISH 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Will the Honourable 
Minister please inform this Honourable House when 
the bridge will be fully operational? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I guess it is qualifying what 
“fully operational” . . . I am assuming that the Honour-
able Member is speaking to the fact that not only will 
the approach spans, but the actual span itself will be 
repaired [so that] structurally it will be able to handle 
the weight restrictions that are in place right now, but 
also the swing. When you say “fully,” is that what you 
mean? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. As of March, again I 
will say, I will repeat just that part to lead into the latter 
part. We will, by March, I am hoping, have completed 
it so that the lights will be removed, and there are no 
weight restrictions. The next part after that will be, 
how do we get the bridge actually swinging itself? And 
that is what we are working on now with our engineers 
and a consultant to get a spec for that. 
 I cannot give that determination as of yet, be-
cause once we find out the cost of that, an estimated 
cost of actually getting the motors repaired, and the 
hydraulics and the electrical all repaired, then I think 
what we need to do is do an assessment of whether 
or not we should do these works or actually just put in 
a new bridge. And that is what our guys are looking at 
right now, the cost-effectiveness of repairing as [com-
pared] to just replacing the whole bridge itself. But that 
information will be forthcoming. 
 
The Speaker: MP Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
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Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: With the work that is 
anticipated to take place down there, what would be 
the longevity of that bridge once we have finished? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Actually, that is a good question. I am glad you asked 
that question. 
 With just the structural part, the work being 
done by March, we will have at least a five-, maybe 
six-year time-span before we have to do any other 
works on the bridge, which is why we are saying, 
Okay. Well, maybe we need to start looking at, by 
2017, doing an analysis of actually replacing the 
whole bridge itself. But the work that we are doing 
now will at least give us five years. 
 Understanding that the part that we are repair-
ing will be great, but there are other parts that are 
eroding as we go along in time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes. The Leader of the Opposition, you have 
a supplementary? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I do have a 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Because I note that in the Hon-
ourable Minister’s answer, he said that to have the 
bridges fully operational will require mechanical and 
electrical repairs that are estimated at $3.3 million, 
and the decision to make these repairs will be 
weighed against the cost of a new bridge. 
 The question that I would have, Mr. Speaker, 
is that in the analysis that was done to estimate the 
cost of repairing that section at $3.3 million, were 
there any preliminary figures done on the cost to re-
place the bridge in its entirety? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Thank you. 
 I must say I did speak to the Honourable 
Member who initially gave the questions. I was a bit 
reluctant to have that $3.3 million out there. I had 
mentioned it to my office in the department because 
we still have to go out to tender. And that may com-
promise the tender process. However, unfortunately, 
the Opposition Leader was not aware of that conver-
sation earlier. 
 But in answer to the question, we have always 
looked at what it would cost to replace. The challenge 
we have is that we needed to do immediate work on 
the bridge because it was compromised, which is why 

we had to go in and to do remedial work now. So yes, 
we have always been looking at, and I have always 
said in public—I have had town hall meetings, espe-
cially in St. George's—speaking to the fact that I 
thought that we need is to go with a new bridge com-
pletely. This bridge is very, very, very old. And contin-
uing to find people who can maintain it and repair it is 
becoming a challenge. It is outdated. 
 But that is not to say that we may not go with 
keeping it. But yes, preliminarily, we did look at some 
costs. And we are continuing to do that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Burt again. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And I would apologise to the 
Minister, because I was not aware of that figure. And 
that was not in any way, shape or form intentional. 
 But the question that I ask, and understanding 
the Minister has given his statement, because know-
ing that business cases need to be brought forward 
when comparing what you are going to do, did the 
Minister or has the Minister and/or the Government 
come up with any preliminary estimates, and if you 
are able to share, about how much it would be to re-
place the bridge? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: We are talking about a 
new bridge? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Originally, there were costs 
in the range of $30 million that were out there for a 
new bridge. But again, these are preliminary numbers. 
The problem, or the challenge, with preliminary num-
bers is they are preliminary numbers. We are still do-
ing studies. In fact, our new director, chief engineer, 
whom we have has been looking at other alternatives 
as well. There are [alternatives], depending on the 
kind of bridge we put back. I mean, if we put a static 
bridge back, obviously it will cost less. Just filling it [in] 
with concrete, and it is what it is. So we have got 
many options out there. The estimates have been 
around $20 to $30 million, and could be higher. 
 
The Speaker: Any other questions? 
 All right. Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Members. 
 No one came for any questions with reference 
to the Attorney General’s Statement, so that will con-
clude the Question Period. 
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CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 25, the Learned Mem-
ber, MP Mark Pettingill. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise today to ask condolences be send to the 
family of Liz Scott, Liz “Dookie", who is the former wife 
of my very good friend, Milton Scott, who is a former 
Senator. It looks like the whole House wants to be 
involved in that. I appreciate that. 
 Milton and I, and his wife and my wife, go 
back a number of years. Milton and I became fast 
friends during our time in the Senate. And shortly after 
that, I met his wife. And, in fact, the first double date 
that my wife and I ever went on as a dating couple 
was with Milton and Liz. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: It is the only way, I think, they 
helped a little bit maybe. 
 But she was a tremendous lady, originally 
from Trinidad, and unfortunately was stricken with 
cancer four years ago and had engaged in a heartfelt 
and courageous battle over the last four years. On 
Tuesday, Mr. Speaker, I was assisting in helping an 
air ambulance out of Boston to try and get Liz back to 
Trinidad, where she wished to go, and Milton wished 
for that to happen. Unfortunately, it was not to be, and 
she passed away in Boston, peacefully, that evening. 
 I spoke to him yesterday. Obviously, it is a 
very, very difficult time, to lose a young wife whom 
you have been with for many years and was very 
close to. So I ask that we all keep them in our 
thoughts and our prayers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Education, Minister Scott. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to offer congratulations to Cedar-
Bridge Academy, and to some of the graduates, for a 
fall commencement ceremony that I was fortunate 
enough to attend a few weeks ago. Mr. Speaker, Ce-
darBridge is one of the only schools that does conduct 
a fall commencement for students who had some ad-
ditional requirements to fulfil before they graduated in 
June, and I have a lot of time for kids who just stick to 
it and get this done. So, I would like to offer congratu-
lations to them. 
 On a sadder note, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
be associated with those remarks for Milton who, of 
course, as you know, is a first cousin of mine. And I 
just offer the family sincere condolences. 

 Also, for the family of Patrick Cannonier. Can-
nonier was someone whom I knew all my life when I 
was growing up in the Warwick area. I am still in the 
Warwick area. And I associate Minister Cole Simons 
for that, as well as Minister Atherden and the whole 
House on this side, from what I can see.  
 I also would like to offer condolences to the 
family of my PA, Darlene Harley who, of course, lost 
her father in August, a service that I attended as well.  

And, Mr. Speaker, before I sit down, I would 
just like to thank the Member for, Monday, the offering 
of condolences for my father, who, of course, was bur-
ied yesterday morning. And everything I am, Mr. 
Speaker, I owe it to him. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, MP 
Roban. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 It would be remiss for us, certainly on this side 
if we did not at least get up and associate ourselves 
with the condolences that were offered to the family of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dookie-Scott, wife of former Senate 
Leader, Minister of Education, Milton Scott. I knew 
both. Obviously, knowing Milton, I would know his 
wife. And I have known both of them for quite some 
time. Most of us on this side would have known Milton 
for decades with his involvement not only as a Parlia-
mentarian, which was at the latter part of his life, but 
as a trade unionist and teacher. So, persons such as 
our Shadow Minister of Education would like to be 
associated since the Shadow Minister would have 
been a colleague of hers for many years in the educa-
tion system. 
 But Liz was also a teacher. She was a beauti-
ful example of what Trinidad has to offer, who found 
herself here in Bermuda. Beautiful lady, beautiful per-
sonality, greeted us all with joy and love whenever 
she saw you. And I myself not only had connections 
with her, but also with her family in Trinidad as well. 
So, we reach out and send our love and condolences 
from this House and this side to her family, and Mil-
ton’s family, in Trinidad. So, since he is a former 
Member of the Legislature, I think this extra attention 
should be given to our former colleague, and that eve-
ryone in this House, as it has been offered by the 
Honourable Member for constituency 25, that we offer 
support and love to the family of the Scott’s, who 
seem to have had a double situation with members of 
their family at this time. So extra love, attention and 
support should be given to all the Scott family at this 
time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
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 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 There are none. 
  

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

 ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Minister, 
Dr. Gibbons. 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 
AMERICA’S CUP AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2016 

 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I would like to introduce for the first reading 
the America’s Cup Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister 
Jeanne Atherden. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

SUMMARY OFFENCES AMENDMENT ACT 2016 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I am introducing the fol-
lowing Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed 
on the Order Paper for the next day of meeting: 
Summary Offences Amendment Act 2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 I think you have a second one? 
 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD AMENDMENT 
ACT 2016 

 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: Bermuda 
Hospitals Board Amendment Act 2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 
Works. 
 
LAND TITLE REGISTRAR (RECORDING OF DOC-

UMENTS) ACT 2016 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next meeting: Land Title Registrar (Recording 
of Documents) Act 2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: I am told that Order No. 1 is carried 
over. 
 So we move to Order No. 2, which is the Mo-
tor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016, in the name of 
the Minister of Economic Development, Dr. Gibbons. 
Minister of Economic Development, you have the 
floor. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Motor Car 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016 be now read the second 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 Carry on, please, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

MOTOR CAR AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2016 
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The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bill before this Honourable 
House seeks to amend the Motor Car Act 1951 (the 
principal Act). The Bill makes provisions for a “minicar 
livery” scheme including the types of minicars that are 
available for rental, the specifications of and the li-
cence duty for those “minicars,” the licence fee appli-
cable for the operation of a minicar livery and for con-
nected purposes. 

Mr. Speaker, the proposed amendments to 
the Motor Car Act 1951 speak to minicars, which are 
motor cars owned by, and ordinarily available for hire 
from, a minicar livery, which means a person or body 
of persons by whom minicars are let on hire for use by 
other persons. These minicars are proposed for use 
as rental vehicles in Bermuda. These minicars will not 
exceed 150 cc [cubic centimetre] in engine capacity, 
20 horsepower or 15 kilowatts. They will not exceed 
115 inches in length or 60 inches in width overall, and 
will have a maximum of two seats. 
 There have been ongoing discussions, Mr. 
Speaker, for many years about increasing the availa-
bility of smaller and safer motor vehicles for visitors in 
Bermuda. With this legislation, the Ministry of Tourism, 
Transport and Municipalities is taking a balanced ap-
proach which will provide safer transportation options 
for our visitors, but still includes many restrictions on 
the vehicles that can be used for rental. 
 The Ministry recognises that these amend-
ments may increase competition for the livery cycle 
business as visitors will now have a choice between a 
two-wheeled livery cycle and a livery minicar with 
three or four wheels. However, it also provides an op-
portunity for the existing rental companies to expand 
their current offerings and address the safety con-
cerns that many visitors express when renting a livery 
cycle. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill will provide new oppor-
tunities for Bermudian entrepreneurs to participate in 
the tourism industry and fill a gap in the market. In our 
heyday, we had in excess of 6,000 livery cycles on the 
road—today that number has dwindled to approxi-
mately 2,000. With tourism numbers on the rise, Ber-
muda will become more competitive with other visitor 
destinations that offer broader transportation options 
to their guests. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry responsible for 
Transport has currently listed about 10 makes of vehi-
cles which they feel would be appropriate for rental in 
Bermuda. All of them are smaller than a private A-
class car. And, as specified in the Bill, the engine size 
and horsepower of the vehicles means that they will 
be unable to take more than two passengers and will 
have little or no capacity to carry luggage. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst these vehicles are called 
“minicars,” some of those under consideration are 
commonly referred to as quadricycles and some are 
three-wheeled vehicles. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bill specifies that the design 
or build of the vehicles in the minicar livery scheme 
will be regulated and controlled so as to be conducive 
to road safety in Bermuda and will preserve, as far as 
possible, the amenities of Bermuda. Renters will have 
to go through training and testing at the minicar livery 
in order to be deemed suitable to drive in Bermuda. 
They will also be advised of their liability for any of-
fences. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bill provides that restrictions 
will be placed on what a potential minicar livery busi-
ness should look like and how it should operate. For 
example, for an individual to establish a minicar busi-
ness, that person must have an annual licence to op-
erate a minicar livery, which can be obtained on writ-
ten application to the Minister, and the fee is $500. 
 Mr. Speaker, it will be an offence to operate a 
livery without a licence. A licence will expire one cal-
endar year after the date of issue. This means that 
TCD [Transport Control Department] inspectors will 
examine a proposed livery site to certify the conditions 
of their operation and their equipment before recom-
mending to the Minister the granting of a licence. 
 Mr. Speaker, additional provisions listed in the 
Bill specify that the Minister may grant or refuse a li-
cence to operate a livery subject to any terms and 
conditions deemed appropriate, and that the Minister 
may at any time vary the conditions attached to a li-
cence. In considering a licence application, the Minis-
ter will take into account the suitability of the livery 
premises, the suitability of the equipment in such 
premises, and the qualifications of the staff proposed 
to be employed in the operation of the livery. 
 The Minister will have the power to revoke a 
licence if it appears that there has been a material 
change in the suitability of the premises, equipment, 
or staff since the inception of the licence; or if the li-
cencee has not complied with any of the conditions 
attached to their licence. 
 A person who contravenes any provision of 
the licence commits an offence and will be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of $4,200, or to impris-
onment for three months, or both. In the case of a 
continuing offence, a fine of $500 may be applied for 
each day the offence continues. 
 Each minicar within a livery will be subject to 
an annual licensing fee of $167.90. 
 Mr. Speaker, no minicar will be permitted to 
be rented to a person under the age of 18 years, or a 
person who does not hold a recognised and valid 
driver’s licence which is in force and not expired, sus-
pended, or revoked. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Transport con-
sulted the Bermuda Taxi Owners Association, recog-
nised taxi dispatching companies, and the minibus 
associations, as well as various other stakeholders, to 
ensure a full understanding of the types of vehicles 
that may be licensed prior to the Act and regulations 
being brought into operation. 
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 Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to rest on our 
laurels. Bermuda may be “another world,” but Hon-
ourable Members will know that we have strong com-
petition from other tourism destinations, who offer at-
tractive experiences and a wider range of safe 
transport options. To keep our competitive edge, we 
must offer a compelling experience and the kind of 
amenities and services that discerning visitors expect 
to have in a world-class destination. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24, MP Lawrence Scott, 
the Shadow Transport Minister. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And I would like to thank the Minister for sharing his 
brief with me this morning. 
 But when it comes to the rental cars, Mr. 
Speaker, I am quickly reminded of the research that I 
did on how regular cars were introduced here in Ber-
muda. And just for those who are not aware, [when] 
regular cars were introduced in Bermuda, at first it 
was fought against. The then-sitting House of Parlia-
ment was not in favour of it. They were like, Oh, no, 
we can’t have it. The horse-and-carriage is the way 
that we go. That is what is unique to Bermuda, and so 
on and so forth. 
 But what was going on, as history would 
show, what was going on behind the scenes is that 
they were trying to figure out who gets what dealer-
ship. Who gets what distribution? And I do not know 
those cars back in the day, but, who would get the 
Mitsubishi dealership? Who would get the Daihatsu 
dealership? And once that was decided and once they 
had divided up the automotive market amongst them-
selves, that is when they introduced cars. And a week 
or so after, the cars were allowed through Parliament. 
Then they were here on our shores. And back then, 
Mr. Speaker, we did not have any Amazon next-day 
shipping or anything like that. So you know that the 
decision had been made well in advance for the cars 
to show up so quickly. 
 And ever since those days, Mr. Speaker, what 
has happened is that we have just had more and 
more and more vehicles put on our roads. So right 
now, my research shows that we have approximately 
49,000 registered vehicles, and I think those are pri-
vate vehicles, that are on our roads. So, if we were to 
then take every vehicle that is registered on our road, 
and I am talking more so private vehicles right now, 
and put them on our road and put them bumper to 
bumper, we would have only three miles of road that 
would be uncovered. And, Mr. Speaker, keep in mind 
that we have 300-plus miles of road in our country. 
 So now we are taking those 49,000 cars. And 
the math that I calculated did not include your buses, 

your tractor trailers, commercial vehicles, or public 
service vehicles, Mr. Speaker. That is just my under-
standing of the number of private vehicles that are 
registered. So now we are going to take the rental 
cars, and, according to this Bill, there is no limit to how 
many rental cars an individual can bring in. And when 
I say “an individual” right now, Mr. Speaker, I am ac-
tually referring to an individual livery—rental car deal-
ership. (I am just going to call them rental car dealer-
ships for now. But they are known as “liveries.”)  
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I believe, we be-
lieve on this side that this Bill is actually the thin side 
of the wedge for allowing full-sized rental cars, Mr. 
Speaker. Because since it was originally introduced, 
the sizes and the specs have already been changed, 
Mr. Speaker. So it is not just electric cars anymore, as 
it was in the original Bill. It is not just four-wheeled 
electric cars. They have got gas-powered cars. You 
have got three-wheeled cars, just like the Minister said 
in his brief. So, Mr. Speaker, the thing is that what 
also was mentioned in the brief was the fact that, how 
do we know that visitors are able to handle driving on 
the correct side of the road, Mr. Speaker? How do we 
know that? Because I know you have seen it; you 
have been around longer than I have, so I am sure 
you have seen it. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I know that you have seen 
times when . . . and I actually saw it, I think, yester-
day, driving home. There was a visitor on a rental bike 
coming out of the Lindo’s on Middle Road, coming out 
of that gate. And that visitor came to the entrance of 
the gate, looked to the left and then proceeded out 
and pulled out right in front of me. If I had not been 
doing the speed limit, Mr. Speaker, I would have hit 
him. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, I am a good driver. I 
think that is probably why the Party Leader kept me as 
Shadow Minister of Transport. So, Mr. Speaker, the 
thing is, how do we know that they will be able to han-
dle driving on the correct side of the road? I know that 
they are going to have tests and examinations, and I 
will bring up my concerns with that when we go to 
Committee. 

But moving on to the other side of things and 
the side that I would not like to stifle, but in the interest 
of doing my job and taking my responsibility very seri-
ously, when it comes to entrepreneurship, and they 
talk about applying for licences, how are the licences 
granted? What are the stipulations? What are the reg-
ulations that are behind the granting of a licence? Is it 
just that Lawrence Scott presents a licence, and 
Wayne Scott presents an application for a licence? 
And because the Minister likes Wayne Scott more 
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than Lawrence Scott, Wayne Scott gets the licence, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, you know. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And then, you know, so what 
does it take to be approved? What is exactly entailed 
in the approval process? That is a concern of ours on 
this side. Because we have seen . . .  
 
The Speaker: And you should better get into that 
more when you get into Committee, as well. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, Mr. Speaker, the fact 
that this is an introduction, [the Minister] even men-
tioned it in his brief that this is an introduction to a new 
industry, it is an introduction of a new niche market, at 
best. What are the regulations that are going to be 
governing this niche market? What are the regulations 
that are going to be outlining this new industry, Mr. 
Speaker? When we talk about a new industry, we 
cannot help but think about the taxi drivers for whom 
this is going to create competition, Mr. Speaker.  
 I understand that the Minister mentioned that 
there were stakeholder meetings and that they had 
met with the individual stakeholders. And he actually 
mentioned the BTOA [Bermuda Taxi Owners and Op-
erators Association]. But it is ironic, and it is some-
what confusing that the Minister says that he consult-
ed with the BTOA and he got them on board. But I 
have letters, just like the one that is in my hand right 
now, Mr. Speaker, from taxi drivers who are against 
this rental car policy, who are against this rental car 
initiative. So, Mr. Speaker, if they got the sign-off from 
the taxi industry, how am I getting letters from individ-
ual taxi owners and drivers, saying that they are not 
for this and that they were not consulted? So, that is 
something that we would want them to address and to 
basically clarify as to who was consulted and what 
was said. 
 Because, Mr. Speaker, as it was reported in 
the local media not too long ago, it was referred to (as 
the way the Minister went about consultation) as polit-
ical smoke and mirrors, or a political sleight of hand. 
And that was in contrast or in reference to the fact that 
it was reported that the Minister had promised that if 
the taxi drivers signed on to this, if the taxi drivers 
agreed to this, that he would allow them to bring in 
second-hand cars and use them as taxis. But, Mr. 
Speaker, my understanding is that this can be done 
already. Mr. Speaker, the regulations, as it stands, 

stops you and me from bringing in a second-hand car 
and trying to license it as a private vehicle unless it 
meets certain stipulations—less than six months old, I 
am the first owner, and so on. 

But if I am a taxi owner or taxi operator, or if I 
am bringing in a second-hand car . . . because what 
normally happens is that every year, every two years, 
the rental car industry in the United States, they sell 
off their cars, their rental cars to get new cars, so they 
do not have to worry about maintenance and those 
type of things. And what happens is that that has cre-
ated a market for a lot of second-hand vehicles. A lot 
of people in the States will buy these Hertz and Enter-
prise second-hand cars and use them as their own 
regular cars. But for us, we cannot do that here, 
based on the regulations. 

But what we can do is, if I buy a Hertz car and 
bring it here, but I am licensing it as a public service 
vehicle, then that is allowed, Mr. Speaker. That is my 
understanding as the regulations stand right now. So, 
if the Minister put that on the table as a compromise 
(as I will put it, to be polite), if the Minister saw it as a 
compromise, he did not really compromise anything 
because they are already able to do that. 

So, Mr. Speaker, that brings me to the fact 
that it seems as though, when it comes to visitors and 
locals, there could be two Bermudas, one where, 
when it comes to visitors, visitors can do what they 
want. Visitors can get what they want. And your lo-
cals, basically, have to jump through so many different 
types of hoops to get it. And, Mr. Speaker, what I am 
meaning to say is that—and I am going to explain a 
little bit better with some of my research, later. But it 
just seems as though if you are Bermudian and you 
want to do something, there is roadblock after road-
block after roadblock. But if you are non-Bermudian 
and you want to do something under this OBA Gov-
ernment, all you have to do is ask and it will be hand-
ed to you, Mr. Speaker, handed to you on a silver plat-
ter. 

And I will just give you three examples: grant-
ing of status to non-Bermudians. They just have to 
ask for it, and the Minister was willing to grant it. We 
all know the airport deal, that the Minister and this 
OBA Government is willing to give away the airport 
just because somebody asked for it. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And, Mr. Speaker, the next 
thing that I want to— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, stay away from 
that because that is on the Order Paper. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Oh, okay. Okay. 
 And then, well, Mr. Speaker, the next thing 
that the Government is going to give away is going to 
be our beaches, because they are looking at privatis-
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ing that with entrepreneurs. That was in the media, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. N. H. Cole Simons: This gentleman is mislead-
ing the House. The Government has no intentions of 
privatising our beaches. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, Mr. Speaker, this same 
Government promised 2,000 jobs. So I just want to 
know, how far can we really believe what they say? 
And if they are not going to privatise our beaches, why 
are they giving certain beaches away to entrepre-
neurs? That— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. Honourable 
Member. Honourable Member.  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, okay, Mr. Speaker, I 
digress. I digress, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But the thing is this, then. 
The thing is that they said in their brief, Mr. Speaker, 
that they were actually doing this for our— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Please, Honourable Members.  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: They said in their brief, Mr. 
Speaker, that they were doing this for our tourism 
product. So it would mean that . . . it is funny that they 
say that, because when I did some research on a re-
port that was done on a survey that was done, 47 per 
cent of visitors surveyed—this is exit surveys done, 
right?—47 per cent of those who were surveyed, 
meaning visitors who were here on-Island, visitors 
whom we had already won their competition, we al-
ready got them to come to Bermuda, 47 per cent were 
not at all interested in renting cars, versus 34 per cent 
who were extremely interested. Okay, Mr. Speaker. 
So, if we are doing this for visitors, 51 per cent were 
not interested in driving in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, 
versus 39 per cent who thought rental cars would 
make it easier to get around. But yet, they say they 
are doing this for the visitors. But this is what the visi-
tors are saying. 

 Mr. Speaker, I am glad you asked for more 
statistics, and I can give you a few more statistics, Mr. 
Speaker. Twenty-seven per cent— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I did? I did? I asked? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I was anticipating; sorry. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, you anticipated that I was going to 
ask? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. Because you looked so 
engrossed, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I am, I am. Absolutely. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, Mr. Speaker, 27 per cent 
did not feel comfortable driving in Bermuda, versus 
22 per cent who would like to drive in Bermuda. But in 
the brief that the OBA gave us today, in the brief that 
the Minister gave, he stated that this was done in the 
interest of making us competitive in the tourism mar-
ket, Mr. Speaker. But I am just rattling off information 
that is in a survey that was done and presented and 
prepared for the Bermuda Tourism Authority. So I am 
not pulling this out of thin air, Mr. Speaker. 
 But then, Mr. Speaker, it went on to say that 
59 per cent were moderately to extremely concerned 
that the introduction of rental cars could change Ber-
muda’s unique character. So now, if we are no longer 
unique, Mr. Speaker, you know . . . it is not like the 
other islands. They have rental cars. The other islands 
have casinos. So it is not like we are . . . no, we are 
looking at doing casinos here as well. So, Mr. Speak-
er, how are we any different? Now, maybe it is be-
cause our price point will be better than the competi-
tion. No, that is not going to happen, because depar-
ture tax is being increased because of a certain pro-
ject that is going on or wanting to be introduced, Mr. 
Speaker. So therefore, we have rental cars like the 
other islands. We have casinos like the other islands. 
And it costs more to get to Bermuda than it does to 
the other islands, Mr. Speaker. So how could we say 
that this is going to introduce or improve our attrac-
tiveness to tourists? 
 So, Mr. Speaker, going back to what the Hon-
ourable Member who stood up and called a point of 
order on me for, that they said they are not going to 
privatise our beaches–—but yet, so how can we be-
lieve them with that if they said that this is for tourists, 
but the tourists have said that they do not want it? So 
either the Government is not in touch with the tourist 
industry or our tourism product, or they have ulterior 
motives on trying to get this pushed through. 



282 25 November 2016 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 So, Mr. Speaker, now the thing is that this 
went on to say, this report goes on to say that 52 per 
cent were moderately to extremely concerned about 
congestion on our roads. Mr. Speaker, is that not what 
I just started with? This whole presentation, my whole 
speech started with my main concern. Our main con-
cern on this side was about congestion, Mr. Speaker. 
And the Government called me all sorts of names 
throughout this speech, Mr. Speaker. But yet, the tour-
ists whom they are supposedly doing this for also said 
that they have issues about congestion. So either it is 
okay and understandable when the Government does 
not want to listen to a knowledgeable Shadow Minis-
ter—I understand that. You know what? My looks can 
be intimidating sometimes, Mr. Speaker. I know that; I 
am a Scott. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But, Mr. Speaker, I am more 
than just a pretty face. Actually, Mr. Speaker, I have 
done my research, right? And my research con-
cludes— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Members. Let the 
Honourable Member continue his presentation, 
please. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. You know, Mr. Speak-
er, I guess Beyoncé said it best: I woke up like this. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: Then she goes to put makeup on. 
What do you do? 
 
The Speaker: All right, let us . . .  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But, Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I am glad I could bring some levity to this situa-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: Good. Good. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But at the same time, Mr. 
Speaker, this is the fact, that 52 per cent—and I am 
repeating this—that 52 per cent were moderately to 
extremely concerned about congestion on our roads, 
which is the same concern that most of our average 
Bermudians have when we talk to them about rental 
cars. When I am out there on the doorstep in my con-
stituency, talking to my constituents about their issues 
and their concerns, rental cars comes up, Mr. Speak-
er, especially with the taxi driver. So therefore, once 
again, they have said and they are on the record of 

saying that they are doing this in the interest of our 
tourists and the tourism product. 
 But yet, the tourists who did an exit survey 
said that they do not want it. They think it would im-
pede our . . . (and let me just look and get the right 
wording.) It could change Bermuda’s unique charac-
ter, that they were not at all interested, that they were 
not interested in driving around, that they were not 
comfortable in driving, that it would add to congestion. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, one of the most telling sta-
tistic in this report that was given to the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority back in 2015, June of 2015, said 
that 52 per cent have not and did not plan on renting 
cars while on vacation in the Caribbean. So, Mr. 
Speaker, if the visitors do not want this, whom are the 
OBA doing it for? Because, obviously, I have proven 
that the visitors do not want it. We know that the locals 
are apprehensive about it, at best. And, Mr. Speaker, I 
am just going to leave that out there: Whom are they 
doing it for? 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I am going to change gears 
(pardon the pun). But I believe that we on this side 
would not have as many concerns if we could see the 
regulations, Mr. Speaker. And in talking to my fellow 
colleagues about this and sharing my concerns 
[about] it, they made me aware that the regulations do 
not always accompany Bills, Mr. Speaker. And that is 
just the way it has always been. Mr. Speaker, I am not 
happy with that. I do not think that that is the way that 
it should be done, Mr. Speaker. I think that we should 
actually be here striving to find ways to ensure that 
when a Bill comes to this House, both sides know, 
more so the Opposition than the Government, know 
exactly what is going on and how they plan on imple-
menting this. 
 Because this Bill right now, Mr. Speaker, is 
just a vision. All it is an idea. This is what we would 
like to do. But yet, we cannot outline how we are go-
ing to do it. Mr. Speaker, you know, so once again, as 
I said, we do not know how . . . they are asking us to 
. . . and basically what happens, on a regular basis, 
we are being asked to approve Bills sight unseen, just 
approve. We are just approving things in principle, 
theoretically, Mr. Speaker. 
 And I know that none of us here, none of us 
here, Mr. Speaker, wants to be known as the average 
Premier, the average Minister, or the average MP. We 
all want to be known up here as the best MP or the 
best Premier or the best Minister that ever was. So we 
continue to do things just the way that they have al-
ways been done because that is just how it is, without 
trying to push the envelope, without trying to make a 
difference and streamline the process, which is the 
only way we are going to become better lawmakers, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 And I will not go into the concerns that I have, 
because it is more suited for when we go into Commit-
tee. But in Committee, Mr. Speaker, if you listen in—
and I know you do—you will see a lot of the concerns 
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can only be answered through regulation and through 
the sharing of the regulations. So therefore, had they 
introduced or had they included the regulations in this 
Bill right now, Mr. Speaker, I could have gotten up and 
said, You know what? We agree with it. Fine. Let’s go, 
and we could have been on to the next thing. But be-
cause they do not have the answers to these ques-
tions, Mr. Speaker, because they cannot have the an-
swers to these questions until the regulations are in-
troduced or the regulations are put into this Bill, all this 
Government is doing is just going with the status quo. 

There is no push to find out how we can do 
things better. There is no push to find out how we can 
streamline the parliamentary process to ensure that 
we do not have Bills that are passed and then come 
back, like we do on the Order Paper right now. We 
have Bills that are coming back, and the regulations 
are being introduced now after it has been passed. 
And because the regulations did not agree with the 
original Bill, Mr. Speaker, that is when you have all of 
these different amendments. This is when you have 
all of these different loopholes that people find, Mr. 
Speaker, because they did not think about it, or it was 
not thought of because the Opposition did not have a 
chance to really have their questions answered. 

So, Mr. Speaker, once again it goes back to 
who gets a licence? Ensuring that it is a fair process, 
how will a lot of our things be addressed; i.e., conges-
tion? How do we legitimise visitors’ renting cars? How 
do we legitimise visitors’ riding on our roads, Mr. 
Speaker? And just, in closing, because I hear that I 
am getting a lot of opposition from the Government 
when I am asking them how we can improve and 
streamline and make our legislation and passing of 
legislation more efficient, most robust, more inclusive 
of all things and all concerns so that we have better 
laws, so we have better legislation? Because, Mr. 
Speaker, I know the . . .  

All I will say is this. We are so quick, and the 
Government is so quick to say no to things when it is 
coming from a local, when it is coming from a Bermu-
dian. But they are so quick to say yes when it is com-
ing from a non-Bermudian. That, Mr. Speaker, has to 
change. That, Mr. Speaker, is what is holding Bermu-
da back.  

Thank you very much. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Just before the Honourable Member begins to 
speak, I want to just take this opportunity. I see in the 
Gallery one of my mentors from a long time, one of 
my mentors from Silver City, from Somerset, Cog-
wood Pearman, [PHONETIC 01:02:35] and his wife. 

So, please carry on. 
 

[Desk thumping]  
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will start off my comments by 
speaking to an experience that I had when I used to 
live in the US. You know, I had a business in the Unit-
ed States, and one day a gentleman walked into my 
establishment, and he had on a Bermuda T-shirt. This 
was on Long Island. So I said, Oh! You have been to 
Bermuda.  

So he looked at me. He said, Yeah. My wife 
got killed on a rental cycle in Bermuda.  

And that smile disappeared right off of my 
face, Mr. Speaker, because it was the last thing I 
thought I was going to hear. And I thought the guy 
was pulling my leg. I thought he was joking. So I said, 
Are you serious?  

He said, Yeah. I lost my wife a few years ago 
on a rental cycle in Bermuda.  

So I will just put that out there, because, you 
know, we come up in this House sometimes, and we 
laugh and we joke, and, you know, we kind of get a 
little sarcastic about things. But this, to me, is a matter 
of life and death. It is a matter of life and death. It is a 
safety issue for our visitors. 
 We have all seen tourists on our roads on a 
rental cycle probably ever since we first started driv-
ing, ourselves, wiggling all over our roads, crashing 
into walls, crashing into roundabouts. I remember a 
few years ago I was driving down East Broadway, 
heading home. I saw a tourist, a gentleman and his 
wife (his wife was on the back) come off of 
Trimingham Hill. They must have been doing about 
60, completely out of control—hit the roundabout. 
Both of them flew over the flowerbeds and landed in 
the road. I thought they were dead. Luckily, they sur-
vived. Unfortunately, too many of our visitors have not 
survived incidents like that. So I just wanted to put that 
out there, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Member who spoke before me, you 
know, I had some difficulty, I must say, following his 
logic. Because one of the last comments he made 
was that this Government does things for non-
Bermudians and we put foreigners first. And I am try-
ing to figure out where he is going with his rhetoric in 
terms of this particular Bill. Now, what is happening 
with this Bill is this: We are creating entrepreneurial 
businesses and opportunities for Bermudians. Now, I 
do not know specifically who the individuals are who 
are going to be opening up these minicar rental liver-
ies. But they are going to be Bermudian, which is why 
initially we were thinking about having it only for elec-
tric vehicles. 
 But now this Bill will cover gas-powered vehi-
cles also, because there are going to be some entre-
preneurs who want to deal with green technology. You 
know, what I am finding out is that people are either 
into green technology or they are into the old-
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fashioned technology, gas-powered vehicles. I am into 
old-fashioned technology. I am still trying to wrap my 
head around all this electric stuff. But I know it is com-
ing. It is here. And in the future, that is probably going 
to be the standard. 
 So these liveries are going to create opportu-
nities for Bermudians. I do not know where the other 
Member was going with all this non-Bermudian stuff. 
But be that as it may, I will move on. 
 The Honourable Member also mentioned, 
how will these visitors handle these mini rental vehi-
cles, minicar rental vehicles, on Bermuda’s roads? 
Well, they will do the same thing that they have been 
doing ever since Bermuda entered the tourism busi-
ness. We drive on the left-hand side. Most of our visi-
tors drive on the right-hand side because they come 
from the United States. They will have to get used to 
it, just like they do now. 
 You have tourists who ride livery cycles on the 
left, and they have to make an adjustment, just like I 
have to make an adjustment when I travel to the Unit-
ed States and I rent a vehicle, a rental car. Just like 
when I go to the Dominican Republic and I jump on 
my Harley-Davidson, I have to say, All right, Sylvan. 
Stay on the right or else you are going to end up as a 
hood ornament. And sometimes, I find myself drifting 
to the left, and I am seeing a car, and I am like, Why is 
this car on this side of the road? And I am the one on 
the wrong side of the road. So we make these ad-
justments. 
 The bottom line is that we are in the tourism 
business, or at least I thought we were. And the prob-
lem, I think, with what we have been doing with tour-
ism is that we try to force our visitors to do what we 
want them to do. We try to say, Well, being you’re in 
Bermuda, you have to ride a rental cycle, even though 
the last time you were probably on a bike of any sort 
was when you were four, five, six, seven, eight years 
old. So we are creating another amenity for our visi-
tors. And this amenity, these minicars, are far safer 
alternatives to what they have now. And as Bermudi-
ans, we will adjust, and we will get used to driving be-
hind a tourist in a little 150 cc, three-wheeled or four-
wheeled minicar putting along, just like we adhere to 
and allow our visitors on rental cycles to see our 
beautiful Island. It is just a safer method of transporta-
tion for our visitors. 
 So we need to stop finding reasons not to do 
things. You know, the Honourable Member was talk-
ing about, Oh, there’s no . . . We don’t push the edge 
and push the envelope. And I am just confused by his 
comments, because this is what we are doing. We are 
saying, Okay. For the 48 per cent of you who would 
like to rent a vehicle, you can still rent your motorcycle 
if you want to see the Island that way. You can still 
rent your livery cycle. But here’s another option. If you 
don’t feel comfortable on two wheels, we have a four-
wheeled option or a three-wheeled option for you. And 
I am sure that of the 48 per cent who do want a rental 

vehicle, a number of those will rent these new 
minicars. 
 In the past, Mr. Speaker (and I am sure others 
will remember this), we used to have 6,000 livery cy-
cles on Bermuda’s roads that were available for rent. 
You know, I remember when they used to have tourist 
events specifically during college weeks, which I 
would like to see come back in some form. You would 
go up South Shore and you would see Mobylettes at 
that time, because that was the livery cycle that was 
rented out. You would see thousands of them up near 
Marley Beach and all up there where the gas station is 
now on South Shore—thousands and thousands of 
livery cycles. You do not see that now. You see a 
group here, a group there. Maybe you go up Horse-
shoe Bay, you may see some rental cycles, but no-
where near in the numbers that we used to have. 
 And it is not like all of these vehicles are going 
to be on the road at the same time. The Honourable 
Member talked about congestion. Well, Bermuda is 
always congested. We have always been congested. 
Even when we had horses and buggies, I suspect we 
were congested in some shape, form or another. So 
that argument does not wash with me. 
 And, you know, I have to give credit to the 
Minister for Transport, because he went out and he 
consulted with the stakeholders—the taxi drivers, the 
minibus operators. He did! He spoke with them. They 
dialogued. This Government listened. We made ad-
justments. And for the most part, I am confident, the 
Government is confident that we have buy-in from the 
majority of the taxi operators and minibus operators. 
Now, there will always be some who will object. That 
is what happens in a democracy. And I am sure that 
the Honourable Member does have some letters from 
a taxi driver or two who maybe object to this new re-
gime being implemented. That is fine. We are never 
going to get 100 per cent buy-in on anything. That is 
totally and completely unrealistic. So let us put that 
too into perspective. 
 But, you know, I want to get back to the fact 
that we are in the tourism business. And since being 
the Government, we have put in place the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority and things are happening. Finally, 
things are happening. Bermuda is on the map again, 
from a tourism perspective. You know, just last week-
end, once again I was out and about, and I met two 
visitors, young ladies visiting Bermuda for the first 
time, from Boston. And they were just having a great 
time in Bermuda. And the weather was not that great. 
The weather has not been that great. It was raining 
and whatnot 

So I said, Hey, how are you guys making out 
with the weather? 

Oh, the weather’s okay! We’re having a good 
time. Everybody in Bermuda is so friendly! Every-
body’s been so nice to us! 
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And then they made a comment that even 
made me laugh. They said, Even the gangsters are 
nice!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The gangsters are 
really nice people!  

But, you know, I believe it is true. Bermudians 
are nice. We like to show off our country. We like it 
when people spend their hard-earned money, come to 
Bermuda, rent a cycle, travel around, intermingle with 
us. We intermingle with them. And what this Bill will do 
is make their stay here just a little bit safer. Because 
whenever I hear of a tourist—and thank goodness it 
has not happened in a while—but when I hear that a 
tourist comes to Bermuda and loses their life on one 
of our roads, that is tragic. When anyone loses a life 
on our roads, it is tragic.  
 So I support this Bill. Most people in Bermuda 
get it regardless of the rhetoric that spouted on the 
other side on occasion. And I look forward to seeing 
young Bermudians take advantage of this business 
opportunity, because it is a business opportunity. Get 
a couple of these minicars, rent them out, make some 
money, and let us enhance our tourism product, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 5. MP D. V. Burgess, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just briefly let me say that some-
times we Bermudians are a bit selfish. We go to other 
countries; we rent cars and drive them, if we have li-
cences. The big difference there, other than what side 
of the road you drive on (unless you are going in Lon-
don), is that they have got bigger roads and more 
speed. Now, in Bermuda, we have not had any new 
roads for over 30 years. And I am in agreement with 
the Shadow Minister, [Lawrence] Scott, concerning his 
stance on this here. Because, Mr. Speaker, there are 
a few things that concern me. These are minicars. 
And normally, if a young child who has reached the 
age of 16 wants to ride a bike, they have to take a 
licence test down at TCD [Transport Control Depart-
ment]. And if they become 18, whether it is a bike or a 
car, they have to take the necessary bike licences and 
get a doctor’s clearance. 
 Now, if we allow folks to come to Bermuda 
and then jump in that minicar and drive, then certainly 
we will have to change the laws so that Bermudians 
have that same privilege. Because I do not believe 

that one should have more than the other, even 
though it happens in other circles and places in Ber-
muda. Everybody should be on equal ground. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I think 
it is a point of clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes, Honourable Member, he 
wants to give a point of clarification? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: The Bill is quite 
clear that they will only be able to (quote/unquote) 
“jump into a car,” into a minicar, with a recognised 
licence. So, somebody who takes a test for a bike at 
TCD is going to have a licence. Bermudians will have 
a licence. They will require a recognised and valid 
driver’s licence, as well. And they will not be able to 
just jump in the car and drive off. They will have to 
undergo training, and that is part of the specifications 
in the Bill. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
[No audio from 01:18:24 to 01:18:30] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: . . . one coming from 
Timbuktu with a licence, we do not know whether that 
person is a disqualified driver or not. You know? And I 
guess it goes the other way if we go overseas. 
 But even though they will have their licence, 
for example, if I have a licence for a car in Bermuda 
and I want to drive a truck, a big truck. I have to take 
another test. So, it is not so cut-and-dried because I 
have a licence from another country and here, be-
cause in . . . we have to conform to the rules of this 
country. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the other thing, I think the 
main thing that I have . . . now, let me say this here. I 
think they will be safer for anyone, for tourists. They 
certainly will be safer as far as bike accidents and 
stuff like that. So it is not all bad. But the other thing is 
the space to park when one comes into Hamilton. I 
ride my bike, and it is fairly easy most times to get a 
parking space. Now, with these vehicles, which can 
be a maximum of five feet wide, that takes up three 
bikes—three bikes. We just do not have the space. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point 
of clarification again, if I may. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
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The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. They would be 
parking in car spaces. And actually, the Corporation 
has designated an area at Bull’s Head at the top to 
provide much more space for them, as well. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Burgess. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. You 
know, even cars have problems finding spaces in 
town. So either way you do it, it is going to create 
some problems.  
 And [there] are no limits on these, on how 
many you can bring into the country. I mean, that 
would be a nice  . . . I would call it a nice second car 
for me. If I could put a top on it and keep the rain from 
hitting my bald scalp, my head, you know, that would 
be nice. But, Mr. Speaker . . . 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I just have a problem 
with that there. And I look at the taxis, the industry 
itself. Whether they know it or not, we have 600 taxis 
in the Island. We had 600 taxis in the Island when we 
were taking in over half-a-million passengers at the 
airport. Now we are only getting 300[,000], and then 
we had some improvements the other day, and I am 
appalled . . . I am not appalled, I am happy about the 
increase in the tourist numbers. 
 So not only that, we have many minibuses 
that have infringed on the taxi industry. It definitely is 
factual; there will be less work for the taxis already, 
with the minibuses. And with these minicars, it would 
affect them. The taxis depend on tourism. If I was a 
tourist coming to Bermuda, I would take a minicar, me 
and my . . . whoever was with me, and we would get 
in this little car and drive around Bermuda. I do not 
think there is anything better you can do. But Bermu-
da is not New York. Bermuda is not London. We want 
all the things that you can get in those big cities. But 
we do not have the space. And I think we have got to 
be cognisant of the size of this country. We want this, 
we want water sports, we want all of that. We want a 
circus and all that in these 22 square miles. It is less 
than 22; with the erosion it is probably down to 21, 
you know. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: So, Mr. Speaker, I 
would caution . . . I do not think it is something that we 
need at this time. You do not find tourists saying, I 

want to hire a minicar! We do not have much problem 
with that. It is not like, you know, I’m going to get in a 
minicar, and I’m going to drive [to] Somerset—there in 
a half hour, you know. Unlike us, we go to the United 
States, and you have got to travel 20 miles before 
Bermuda reaches the museum, the mall museum. 
They have got to drive to that every day. And you are 
talking about 20 miles, 30 miles. But it is just not the 
case here. [The visitors] will get tired of it, because 
there is nowhere to go. 
 And with the traffic that we have on the roads, 
you cannot tell the tourists, I’ve got a minicar, but I 
don’t want you to drive between 7:00 and 9:00, be-
cause our people are going to work, and between 
4:30 and 6:30 because they’re going to home. We are 
going to have some problems with those things. And 
we do not need them. 
 Now, over 30 years ago, I think the last brand-
new road we got was Palmetto Road. And even that 
has had some problems now because the engineers 
at that time did not figure out that we are going to 
have all these big trucks and tractors and trailers. So 
we are spending money now to fix those just like at 
Marsh Folly—the erosion out there. Well, it was not 
designed to take these heavy vehicles. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I would hope that this Bill . . . 
I would hope that they can just rise and report pro-
gress and look at the size of this country. This infra-
structure is saturated with vehicles. And it really can-
not, in my opinion, take any more. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 14. MP Glen Smith, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you, and good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I support the Motor Car Amendment [(No. 2)] 
Act 2016, known as the minicar rentals and livery ser-
vices. I would also like to thank the Minister, who did 
consult with the taxi association and various other 
stakeholders, such as the police, road safety, and 
other officials. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to declare my non-
interest— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Non-interest as a managing director 
of Auto Solutions, which, as we all know, is an auto-
motive company. We sell vehicles, parts and services 
to the taxi industry also. However, I can inform this 
Honourable House, once again, that Auto Solutions 
does not have any distributing agreement or agree-
ments in the pike with any mini/quad/cycle business or 
minicar rental manufacturers.  
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 Mr. Speaker, we need to be looking to do 
more for our tourism industry here. And it has been 
said this morning about the more amenities that are 
wanted. And we work and we are in a tourism market 
that is very competitive, extremely competitive. And 
there are niche markets that compete directly with us, 
small European islands, places in Europe and, obvi-
ously, the Caribbean. We also have to consider, what 
do our clients’ demands require today? Sure, not eve-
rybody wants to rent a mini-vehicle. Not everybody 
wants to ride an auxiliary cycle. But they should be 
given the option. Just like we have to represent the 
minorities in other areas in what we do as parliamen-
tarians, everybody deserves representation at the end 
of the day. 
 Mr. Speaker, the tourist and the business visi-
tor have repeatedly asked me, many years ago in my 
first business when I used to drive a horse and car-
riage from Front Street (which I drove for four years) 
. . . and they used to say, Why can’t we rent a car? 
Why isn’t that available? And, you know, I could not 
answer them back then and what have you. But I lis-
tened to them, and since then, obviously, I have busi-
ness associates who ask me that today. And here we 
are today debating it. 
 Once again, we have to be competitive with 
our brothers and sisters in the Caribbean and the rest 
of the world to be able to offer another amenity, such 
as renting a minicar. There is a new generation that is 
out there, which is the Millennials. And they are a 
group from ages 21 to 39 years old. They are an in-
teresting group. They do all their research on the In-
ternet. So, for example, can you imagine they are 
checking out Bermuda, saying, What does Bermuda 
have to offer me? Do they have a five-star hotel? Do 
they have gaming? Do they offer minicar rentals? Do 
they have auxiliary cycles? Do they have pools, and 
what have you? They check all that out before they 
even consider booking a flight to Bermuda or booking 
a hotel. 
 They are a group that does not tie in to tradi-
tional methods of transport, such as taxis or buses. 
Today, they just use Uber in the US, in New York, or 
wherever they are from. And do you know there are 
over 80 [million] Millennials in the US alone? Twenty-
five per cent of those are millionaires already. That is 
a market that we are after. That is what we are after. 
That is why we are building five-star hotels. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to address a bit 
about the safety aspect. Unfortunately, some of us 
have been riding behind and we have seen a tourist 
get in a bad accident. We have also witnessed tourists 
down at the airport as they are lugged up the steps of 
an airplane, full of road rash. And years ago, they 
used to put Mercurochrome on them, which is that red 
stuff, dye, so you could tell they had actually had a 
taste of Bermuda roads. You know, the lack of under-
standing of how to ride an auxiliary cycle is under-
standable. And that is when tourists get into difficulty. 

They apply brakes when they see something oncom-
ing. 
 Of course, you are on a small bike with only 
50 cc, and not a well-balanced vehicle. And some of 
the tourists might be a little bit overweight and cannot 
compensate when they hit the brakes. The next thing 
you know, they are down on the asphalt. Particularly 
on rainy roads, that is almost like ice. As we all know, 
at least I have experienced it. I am sure a lot of my 
colleagues here have had road rash after falling off 
their bikes onto wet roads. 
 In regard to the other safety aspect of it, you 
know, by allowing tourists or business visitors to be 
able to be in these mini rentals, they will feel safer 
because it will be limited as to having handbag-
snatching take place when they are driving up the 
road, because they are not on two wheels. They are in 
a four-wheel vehicle that is covered and what have 
you. And also, the other sexual harassments that we 
have had on our roads from individuals. 
 And we have talked about being able to drive 
a rental vehicle on our roads. Well, the majority of 
these people who would be renting these vehicles 
have been driving since their teens. They are very 
comfortable behind a wheel. They are very comforta-
ble with a foot brake, and they are very comfortable 
with a foot accelerator, along with a seatbelt to strap 
them in. And this week, Mr. Speaker, I did go and visit 
one of the vendor/suppliers of these vehicles. I hap-
pened to visit the one which is called the Twizy. Well, 
Mr. Speaker, no offence, sir, but yourself and the 
Honourable Minister, Cole Simons, would have a bit of 
a problem getting in that Twizy, that is for sure. It is 
developed pretty much for— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Well, what I am trying to do is just 
show the analogy; it is a very tight, tight space. And 
the good thing about this particular vehicle that I 
looked at is that it is eco-friendly, which is good for the 
environment. And it has numerous sorts of safety fea-
tures with it, such as seatbelts, front airbag, front and 
back lights, a horn, indicators signalling which way 
you are going to go, flasher lights, windscreen with a 
wiper, speedometer, and of course, a small storage 
space for a locker. 
 And this particular vehicle that I looked at has 
the ability to have an app attached to it. Do not ask 
me how that works because I am not one of those 
Millennials who can figure that out. But it also could 
give them a tour as they are driving around the Island, 
so they get a better understanding of different areas 
where they are. 
 We have heard the argument of driving, as we 
drive on the left-hand side and most of our visitors 
drive on the right-hand side. Well, the truth of the mat-
ter is, and it has been said, we all travel. And yes, 
when I rent a car, I certainly have to pay a lot more 
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attention when I first come out of the airport and get 
onto a major highway and think what side I have to be 
on. And you know what? They will get used to that as 
we get used to it. We are no different from anybody 
else who travels around the world. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, one of the areas I would 
like to touch upon is the taxi element. The taxi drivers 
are great ambassadors, and I thank them for what 
they do for Bermuda. Because besides the Immigra-
tion officer they first meet, they are the next point of 
contact, and they are the best salespeople on our 
roads. There is no doubt about that. And one thing 
that I believe, and what I know is with these particular 
Twizy [minicars], as I said, you could not get a suit-
case . . . I do not even think you can get a six-pack of 
beer in the back of it, to be honest with you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Well, perhaps I should have said a 
six-pack of water would probably be more appropriate 
to what I have just said, then, for Members across the 
House. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I do not need to think about Burt’s 
Bliss. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Mr. Speaker, when I travel overseas, 
if I rent a car, I never drive at night. I always hire a taxi 
or I hire Uber. First of all, I do not know where I am 
going at night, and with lights and what have you. I 
use HITCH in Bermuda—great service. And, you 
know, it sounds familiar. You have parking issues. 
And once again, you want to enjoy yourself while you 
are out and you want to be responsible. So I believe 
that the taxi service will be used more frequently for 
this in the evenings when people go out. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have a business partner who 
was going to rent a home here two years ago and 
bring his family down for six weeks, a home in Tuck-
er’s Town. And he was going to spend, over the 
course of six weeks, probably a cumulative amount of 
about probably $60,000. He has a very large family, 
and he wanted to have access to be able to rent a car 
or a mini-vehicle, as he does when he goes wherever 
he travels in the Caribbean or the Mediterranean. 
 But the one thing that stopped him from rent-
ing here was that he was not going to be able to rent a 
car. And it was not to rent a car to compete with the 
taxi business. It was to rent a car so that he had the 
ability to leave when he wanted to go somewhere with 

his daughter or his son together. And I am sure there 
are numerous cases of that that are out there. And 
once again, we just have to adjust to the times, adjust 
to what our clients or consumers are looking for. And, 
Mr. Speaker, I support this Bill and I look forward to 
further debate. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency 33. MP Jamahl Simmons, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning to you. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Good morning, colleagues, 
and good morning to the people of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was baffled by the Members 
from the opposite side who referred to extensive con-
sultation by the Minister from another place, who does 
not sit in this Chamber. I was baffled by the glowing 
praise of this consultation, how he talked to all the 
stakeholders. And I said, Perhaps they were all off-
Island and missed the meeting at Warwick Workmans 
Club, where the taxi industry rose up and let the Min-
ister know in no uncertain terms that they were not 
happy with this approach. The consultation came on 
the back end, Mr. Speaker, after being treated . . . 
 I have to say, Mr. Speaker. I have been in 
politics a long time. I have had relatives in politics. I 
have never seen in my entire political career in Ber-
muda a Minister handle so badly a situation on the 
front end and in the meeting. And I was disappointed, 
I have to say, because, you know, when you have a 
Government, you are supposed to be a Cabinet team 
with Cabinet responsibility. The Minister was there by 
himself. The photo-op Premier, the Honourable Mem-
ber, was not present. All the Members who are sitting 
on the floor were not there in Warwick Workmans 
Club to see for themselves the anger that the Minister 
who sits in another place had generated by his ver-
sion of “consultation.” 
 Mr. Speaker, today when we pulled up to Par-
liament, we were greeted by what is becoming a very 
familiar sight under the One Bermuda Alliance, a po-
liceman at the gate, policemen around the building, 
and fences. Earlier, there was a policeman sitting in 
this Chamber. This is the legacy to the OBA’s ap-
proach to consultation. Mr. Speaker, we have often 
talked about why is it that when we come to this 
Chamber, when we discuss issues relating to interna-
tional business [IB], it proceeds smoothly? We have 
talked about this because there is proper consultation, 
proper consultation with the industry, the stakehold-
ers, the Government and the Opposition. So the is-
sues can be hammered out before it comes to the 
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Chamber. In tourism and transport we continue to get 
this wrong. And it is now time for the approach that 
has been proven successful with IB to be taken with 
tourism so that we can get people on board properly—
not after they have to drag you out to a meeting and 
yell and scream and curse at you and threaten you. 
[Consult] before.  

So this was handled very poorly, very, very 
poorly. And it is this pattern of behaviour which the 
Government is failing to learn from. That is why we 
have police surrounding the Chamber again, fences 
up again, because Lord knows who they have aggra-
vated this time with their brand of consultation. 
 Mr. Speaker, now I have to semi-declare in-
terest. My family, my great-grandfather was the 
founder of Dowling’s Cycle, one of the first livery com-
panies in Bermuda. The rental cycle business helped 
pay for many of my relatives to go to college, to build 
their homes, to enjoy a quality of life, the best quality 
of life that Bermuda can offer. Mr. Speaker, we left the 
business. My great-uncle sold the business when he 
retired, so we do not have any skin in the game at this 
moment. But when we talk about safety, I am very 
concerned that . . . and I hope that the Government 
will do what I have done. 
 I digress for a second. There are people in the 
industry now who are renting bikes to individuals who 
cannot even speak English. They are overseeing the 
tests and cannot even properly speak English. And 
they just send them on their way. And that must be 
addressed, Mr. Speaker, because we are now having 
businesses in this country that are putting our busi-
ness at risk. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, on the issue of safety, 
tourism safety with these vehicles, I have no issue 
with that. I think that that is a good point. But repeat-
edly [Members] from the Government side have spo-
ken about the safety to the [tourists], but not a dickey-
bird about the safety of Bermudians—the Bermudians 
who will share the road with these tourists, the Ber-
mudians who will be pedestrians while these vehicles 
are on the road. Not a word. Not one single, solitary 
word about the safety of the people who live here and 
call it home. 
 So when my honourable colleague talks about 
the difference in perspective and the difference in ap-
proach, that speaks to it right there. Because, Mr. 
Speaker, we have seen . . . and we could talk at 
length about what we have seen on the rental bikes 
when the World Rugby Classic is on. Now just imag-
ine these same people tooling down the road in vehi-
cles. Eh? I get hit by a moped; I will probably be all 
right. How will I be if I get hit by one of those? These 
are the types of issues that we need to be very, very 
clear on. We have to talk about these issues, because 
the tourist goes. No matter what they do, eventually, 
unless they end up in the pokey, they go. But we are 
left here to deal with the consequences, Mr. Speaker. 

 Now, because of the Government’s approach 
to consultation, because of the Government’s ap-
proach to the truth, I am very sceptical about the mo-
tive behind this Bill. I am very sceptical, Mr. Speaker. 
We have had a Government that has broken promis-
es. We have had a Government that has been caught 
stretching the truth, embellishing the truth. We have a 
Government that has lost the trust of the people. They 
know. They know what their polls say. Trust is a big 
issue with this Government, Mr. Speaker. 
 So when you tell me it is for the tourists, but 
the polls that the Bermuda Tourism Authority have 
produced say the tourists do not want it, well, obvious-
ly, okay, it is not for the tourists. And when you say, 
Well, we just want to add another amenity for Millen-
nials, well, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member who 
just took his seat . . . I actually am sorry that he is not 
the Junior Minister of Tourism, because he has pro-
duced more content and quality information than the 
Honourable Member who holds that position. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the Millennials want many 
things. They want many things. Is this Government’s 
position that no matter what the tourism surveys say, 
we will just give whatever to whomever because they 
ask for it? Is that the approach? Where is the plan? 
Because I know Millennials, they like the little exotic 
dancers, a little nightlife. Is the Government saying, 
Well, you know what? They like that. We’ll get them 
that, we’ll do that, too? There has to be a plan. There 
has to be a line. And when you see numbers, striking 
numbers, that our visitors who know Bermuda, who 
love Bermuda, do not want this, what is really driving 
this? 
 And I am glad the Honourable Member who 
took his seat declared that he would have no inter-
est— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. I cannot hear you be-
cause your Members are behind you, talking. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, they are ex-
cited. They just love me. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, but I cannot hear you. I want to 
hear you. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, I apologise 
for their rambunctiousness. 
 Mr. Speaker, the audience . . . if the audience 
is not demanding it . . . and as I said, I am glad the 
Honourable Member who just took his seat pro-
claimed he has no interest in this. But, Mr. Speaker, I 
notice that in this Bill (and I may stand to be correct-
ed) there is no provision against, as we did in the 
Gaming Bill a couple of days ago, Members being 
involved in this two years from now or less. There is 
no protection of that. So we know the Government. 
And the Honourable Member has said in his own 
words, and I will quote, “The One Bermuda Alliance 
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does contradict itself sometimes.” It does contradict 
itself sometimes. “And we make no apologies for that.”  
 So the words that will come . . . we remain 
sceptical. We remain cautious. We remain concerned 
that the motives have not been made clear. The bene-
ficiaries have not been made clear. And the benefits 
have not been made clear.  
 Mr. Speaker, I, as the Shadow Minister of 
Tourism and with the will of the people and the will of 
the Leader, perhaps the next Minister of Tourism . . . I 
understand the limitations that our country faces in 
terms of our product offerings, in terms of what we 
have available. I remember that I was talking to 
someone connected with Shaquille O’Neal, a couple 
of years ago, and he wanted to come to Bermuda. But 
at that time, there was no five-star hotel. And 
Shaquille O’Neal only stays in a five-star hotel. So, 
you know, that happens. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: No, at that time there was 
not. At that time, there was not. And thankfully to the 
PLP, the Tucker’s Point did come on board. 
 Mr. Speaker, the point I am making is this. We 
are in a competitive environment. We are targeting 
wealthy, high-end individuals who will enjoy what we 
have to offer. Mr. Speaker, where we have to be very 
clear, as we move away from our nostalgia brand of 
tourism that was focused on the past and what 
worked in the past and all that into what the world will 
offer now is . . . we have to be cautious. We have to 
be clear that in our race to become more inviting, 
more accepting, that we do not lose the uniqueness of 
our product. Because while I may think our beach is 
beautiful, to someone who does not know the differ-
ence, a beach is a beach. We have a very unique 
product, and we must balance and manage our pro-
gress as we fix our product, as we grow our product to 
ensure that the strength that we have already is not 
cast aside for a quick thrill or a quick buck or a quick, 
you know, blip. It is about longevity. It is about lon-
gevity. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, when they talk about these 
vehicles, I know that sometimes they are referred to 
as cars and sometimes they are referred to as motor-
ised three-wheel whatever. And the point is that they 
only hold two people and do not fit somebody your 
size or my size like that. Perhaps this is the thin edge 
of the wedge to get to the larger vehicles. And that is 
what we have to be . . . and I think that is where hon-
esty is required. If the Government in their consulta-
tive process, in a proper consultative process, said, 
You know what? We are prepared to offer to the ho-
tels, for your high-end customers, the ones who get 
the penthouse, the ones who get the $5,000 a night 
room, for them as an amenity to the hotels, because 
they are going to be based in the hotels as a pilot pro-
gramme, right? 

 You then have an opportunity for the taxi in-
dustry and people to see how it works for themselves. 
You have an amenity for the guests, the high-end 
guests. You have a win-win situation where, if it suc-
ceeds, if it fails, you can then go out to the wider mar-
ket and let the market take its course. We did not do 
that. 
 And that takes me back to my point, and this 
is my final point. The Government is not learning and 
progressing from its mistakes. To come up here and 
wax lyrical about consultation, when we who know the 
truth know that the consultative process failed out the 
gate, was strangled in the cradle and had to be resus-
citated after the people said no. So let us get away 
from that. But there is an opportunity. The Govern-
ment has some time left to try and clean up, make a 
little extra credit. Let us take an approach, going for-
ward, which is proper consultation. Let us look at how 
we manage international business and how we man-
age their affairs. And let us try, as much as possible, 
to take that model over to tourism and transport.  
 We can get what we want done more efficient-
ly, more effectively, if we do proper consultation. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 12, the Minister of Works, 
Minister Cannonier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think the best way for me to start off here 
would be to say we all like choices in life. And we are 
living at a time whereby we are bombarded with any 
number of choices. I can recall, and maybe I have 
spoken before about this here, but I can recall when 
my daughter said, Listen. You need to up your game 
with your clothes. And so, we were in the States, and 
we went to Gap. And I wanted a pair of jeans. I just 
wanted a pair of jeans. And when we got into Gap, I 
was astounded, actually quite bewildered, at the 
choices I had available to me. You had faded, you had 
dark, you had black, you had green, you had blue, 
pink, red, yellow. I mean, the colours were endless. 
You either had boot cut, wide cut, low cut, faded, pre-
washed, holes in it, no holes in it, and the list went on. 
I stood there and said, My goodness! All I want is a 
pair of jeans. 

So we are living at a time where the Millenni-
als like choices. They want to know that they have 
choices. And I am sure that everyone in this House of 
Assembly, including the visitors’ [gallery], would attest 
to the fact that when they [travel], they go online and 
they look at what choices they have. Now, I take the 
point that we need a balanced approach here. But 
what we have is tourism numbers increasing. And so, 
what we need to look at . . . and I heard about cars. 
And I want to remind all of us that we were at the 
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6,000 number for rental bikes. We are down to 2,000-
something. As time has changed, these bikes also 
have changed, and so that is why we have these quad 
cycles in front of us because they actually are safer. 
They are safer.  
 And in his brief the Honourable Minister spoke 
about the safety of these issues. But I will get to that 
in a minute. What I want to talk about really are the 
choices. Now, Bermudians, we are and have been a 
unique bunch. We are great privateers. I mean, our 
ancestry goes back to, you know, taking and benefit-
ing from it and also saying, Well, you can do it in your 
land, but don’t come and do it in ours. But if we come 
over to your land, I want to be able to get the ATV. I 
want to be able to get the quad cycle. I want to be 
able to drive on your roads, which are right-hand-side 
drive. I want all of these amenities, to be able to do it, 
and guess what? Don’t ask me to take a pre-test 
when I go away to do these things. I have got my li-
cence to drive. It is on the left-hand side, and forget 
you if you drive on the right-hand side. I want to be 
able to do it. 
 And guess what? We have that luxury. Now, I 
am talking about balance here. I am not saying that 
we need to go . . . and I think that we need to go in 
steps. Every move that we do through the increased 
numbers in tourism here needs to ensure that we are 
not heading in a direction to where we do not want to 
be. 
 And I take the point, you know, the Honoura-
ble Member who just sat down made, talking about, 
you know, We might be getting to rental cars and the 
like, but that is all speculative. I am not in this House 
to be speculative or to conjecture. What we have in 
front of us right now . . . the same daughter who took 
me away to the Gap, who showed me all of these 
kinds of jeans that I had as options before me, she 
always also says to me, Here and now. I do not want 
to go through all of this other stuff. Here, and right 
now. So here and right now, we have in front of us an 
opportunity for our tourists to come and have a slightly 
different experience. And albeit maybe the numbers 
are not saying as many would like to get on our roads, 
but there are some who would like to get on our 
roads. And this provides an opportunity.  
 It does not have to be overwhelmingly 80 per 
cent of our tourists who say, Well, I want to have a 
quad cycle to allow the option to be available to me. 
The whole point of options is that you are appealing to 
a broad spectrum of people. So, of course, you are 
not going to get a majority of the people saying that 
they want something. But it is an amenity that we 
should be providing! It is safe! And if we want to get 
back up to the 6,000 numbers that we used to have 
back in the day on the roads, then we should be sup-
plying something that makes sense, and this makes 
sense. 
 You know, gone are the days . . . and I am 
going to jump to the last part of it. Listen, the Honour-

able Member said (I am paraphrasing), he is good-
looking, you know. He looks good. You know what? 
Gone are the days for Bermuda to be able to stand on 
the fact that you are just pretty! Pretty is not good 
enough! And we have seen decade after decade after 
decade the fact that Bermuda is beautiful! But it is not 
good enough in the world market today! 
 I heard an Honourable Member speak the 
other day about Cuba. You know, their doors are 
opening up in tourism. I am going to tell you, I have 
been to Cuba. And I got in one of those little muk-
muks. Okay? It had a little lawnmower engine on it, a 
three-wheeler. And my wife and I were jamming! I 
mean jamming! Wreeeeeeeeeeeee! I want everybody 
to get the picture in their mind. It looked like an egg I 
was in, you know. I was peeping out of this egg, jam-
ming along. I had a good time. It was fun. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Sorry. The guy was driv-
ing, and he was in the front. Yes. I must admit the guy 
was in the front driving. But I could have gone out and 
rented other things myself and driven. So I could have 
rented a car easy, easy, and driven wherever I wanted 
to go.  

So the point is, you know, I am not trying to 
split hairs. The point is that we have options available 
to us as we travel. And we already know that Bermu-
da is second to none when it comes to natural beauty. 
But that has proven to be, decade after decade, not 
enough. So we have got to do more in a balanced 
way to appeal to our visitors. 
 I mean, let us just face it. We are a high-end 
destination. But guess what? Our hotels are old, dated 
for sure. And so we have got to . . . you know, we are 
looking at building new hotels to up our game here. I 
would love to be able to see zip-lining and all of these 
kinds of things, some adventure to our travel here, 
that will continue to appeal to people, because it is 
difficult trying to increase the numbers just having a 
pretty beach, just having a pink beach, because peo-
ple have options. And we are just one of those options 
in a bucket full of options. Just one. 
 And so if we are going to have a product that 
makes sense, then we need to start looking at some 
of these options. Because, quite frankly, at the end of 
the day, as I have already said, being pretty is not 
good enough. We men in here, we have got all kinds 
of different ties. Some of us have probably got a heck 
of a number of ties. And I can assure you that when I 
see the MP . . . the ladies come here with these shoes 
they have got on. They have got about probably 50 
pairs of shoes in their closet. They have got options! 
Options! And I like to see them. It looks good. I like to 
see the different colour green ties these guys come 
with, and certainly the red ties that come in here. It is 
good to see. 
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 So, I continue on, and I recognise that we are 
going to have to avoid, as we get along here . . . and I 
spoke the other day about the fact that we are not 
speaking the right language when it comes to invest-
ment in this country, when it comes to tourism and the 
likes. We have grown out of touch with the rest of the 
world and what it is looking for. And it is imperative for 
us to speak the right language back. So we cannot 
have a high-end destination, and you come here and 
all you do is get burnt on the beach. And guess what? 
You can just about [only] buy a bottle of water on our 
beaches. And so that is why we have the beach initia-
tive that has come forward, that we are looking to 
have more amenities on our beaches to allow us to be 
able to go out, locals and tourists alike, to enjoy some 
of these amenities. 
 Now, one point I will say I do take is that our 
locals will not be able to rent these and— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: They can?  

They can. Okay. There we go. It has come 
out. 
 All right. So, I recognise these opportunities 
that we are looking to provide, entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities on the one hand. And I know the speculation 
will go back and forth: Well, who are getting these 
things? While I think in this House we should be en-
suring . . . and I will be the first to say that these en-
trepreneurial opportunities do not have an agenda of 
the past. I am not afraid to stand up here and say it. I 
am an entrepreneur. I would like to see more entre-
preneurs involved. But we had a situation where many 
of our entrepreneurs throughout the recession are 
gone now! They are completely gone! They went un-
der, belly-up. This is an opportunity for those same 
visionary people to get back at the table with some-
thing that we know can work because, guess what? 
The numbers are increasing, Mr. Speaker. They actu-
ally are increasing. 
 And so, we are not here to debate the fact 
that our tourism numbers are increasing. They are 
increasing. What we need to be doing is providing 
opportunities for these increased numbers [of tourists] 
to do stuff other than bake in the sun without being 
able to buy a bottle of water on our beaches. So with 
that in mind, Mr. Speaker, if you have taken anything, 
take this: Being pretty is not good enough anymore.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6. MP Wayne Furbert, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have heard discussion this 
morning, or debating, on prettiness and about the 

tourists and all this type of stuff. Mr. Speaker, what 
about the people? Michael Jackson said, “They don’t 
really care about us.” They really do not care about 
us. That is what Michael Jackson said. And I am say-
ing the same thing. Mr. Speaker, the OBA really does 
not care about us. But let me declare my interest. I am 
an entrepreneur. And two of the entrepreneurs who 
are trying to get these cycles are my cousins, one on 
my mother’s side, one on my father’s side. I should be 
sitting up here and saying, Cousins, go for it. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, there are 600 taxi drivers 
out there—sorry, vehicles—and probably about 1,200 
to 1,500 taxi drivers, which affects 3,000 to 4,000 fam-
ily members. And we are worried about . . . [you] can-
not tell me what impact it will have on them. These are 
men and women, particularly men, who are working in 
the industry, trying to make a living. And we are going 
to have an impact on them and their families. And you 
are telling me I have got to stand up and worry about 
my two cousins? I am sorry. One from Somerset and 
one from Hamilton Parish. 

This is not about it. It has an impact on the 
family. You have not created 2,000 jobs as you prom-
ised. You have not created . . . as a matter of fact, we 
have lost 2,000 jobs. And now we are going to lose 
more opportunity for our people. The taxi drivers . . . 
and I am disappointed they are not here today. I un-
derstand that, because they are also fighting against 
the minibuses, so they have got to keep their parts in 
place as far as competition.  
 But Mr. Speaker, we in this House will have a 
detrimental impact on our taxi industry if we do not 
stand up for them. Who really cares about them? I do. 
If it is just me, I do. So, I am saying to this House, 
what is the impact study that you have done on our 
taxi drivers? What message are you going to give 
them the day they cannot get a job? Because the 
whole bunch of cars coming out of Dockyard [are] 
causing congestion in our streets. Who is going to 
speak for them?  

Newton said for every action there is a reac-
tion. So what is the reaction that you expect? What is 
the action that you expect after that? I am very much 
concerned. If you do not think that this is going to en-
courage . . . I heard the Honourable Member say that 
6,000 cycles used to be on the road. You know why? 
Because we had 600,000 tourists. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is quite obvious. Fewer 
tourists mean fewer cycles. But I guarantee you if they 
had the opportunity to jump in a minicar . . . between a 
bike and a cycle and a car, which one do you think? 
Who in the world thinks they are going to be jumping 
on a cycle? Who? Does anyone on that side think 
they will be jumping on a livery cycle because they 
have got a choice between a car and a cycle?  
 



Official Hansard Report 25 November 2016 293 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, they said maybe. But 
they do not know, Mr. Speaker. But they are not jump-
ing on any cycles when they go to Boston or Florida. 
Not the Honourable Grant Gibbons, who has probably 
got his own private limousine picking him up. 
 
The Speaker: Let us stay away from such things. It is 
the Honourable Minister of Economic Development. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Honourable Member. I am 
sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But, Mr. Speaker, I am angry 
because we have not considered the people. We have 
not really considered the people! And the impact is 
going to be detrimental. . . . Twenty? That means 
roughly probably 100 people in a household. And 
most of the men are ageing. They cannot go out and 
be masons anymore. Mr. Speaker, we do not have 
any construction work. Where are you going to send 
them? Down at the insurance company to work? The 
Honourable Member from [constituency] 22 is not go-
ing to hire them. 
 
[Crosstalk and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, there is no . . . 
Honourable Members—all Honourable Members! 
There is no conversation between speakers and other 
Members. Speakers speak through the Chair. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Make it very clear that it was not me, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just speak to the Chair. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, Mr. Speaker, I am just 
wondering when they talked about opportunities that 
allow our tourists to have choices, what choice will our 
people have once they are out of work? What choice 
will they have? Will they be heading up to Financial 
[Assistance] because they cannot pay their bills? Is 
that the only choice they will have? Is this the direction 
the OBA wants to send our people, Mr. Speaker? I am 
speaking on behalf of our people.  
 I was the former Minister of Tourism. And 
there was not a tourist who said, I’m not coming to the 
Island because I can’t drive or ride a bike. I can’t get a 
car. Would they have rented if they had the opportuni-
ty? Yes, they would. But there is nobody who says. . . 
show me a survey that says I am not coming to Ber-
muda because you have . . . as a matter of fact, the 
numbers are going up. Nobody has said they are not 

coming because they cannot rent a car. This is an 
Island which is different. We do not have to be like 
everybody else. We do not have to include everything 
because somebody says so. 
 And there are places around . . . you cannot 
get on Tucker’s Town and break through that fence. 
 
An Hon. Member: Which fence? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You know what fence I am 
talking about. There is a gate down there that we can-
not even go!  

There is a gate down there that we cannot 
even go, Mr. Speaker. You know why? Because they 
want to limit the amount of traffic going through that 
area and getting on those three beautiful beaches out 
there that we as Bermudians cannot even get on. 
Open up that beach, open up so we can all drive our 
minibuses and cars through. The day you open that 
up, I will support . . . maybe I will support your 
minivans, cars. Until then, I am not supporting it. 
 It is hurting our people. We are trying to get 
jobs for our people, and now you are trying to take 
them away. I cannot support that, Mr. Speaker. Where 
are our heads? What were you thinking? There is no 
survey. There is no study to show that more tourists 
are coming here because of minicars. As a matter of 
fact, I remember David Dodwell, former Minister, men-
tioned (I know I saw a survey, and I was trying to look 
for it) . . . who said, No, we’re not interested. We’re 
not interested. The Bermudians said, No, we’re not 
interested. The congestion on the street, the environ-
mental impact and particularly the impact on our fami-
lies. Who is going to care about them? Who is really 
going to care about them? 
 So you go on and vote today. You are voting 
against our people. If you do not believe it is possible, 
consider it. At least consider it. Was it discussed in 
caucus? Was it discussed in Cabinet, the impact on 
our taxi drivers? Or we just felt that we were going to 
just offer another amenity for our tourists to think that 
they may come here because they can drive a car? 
Because if that is the case, there must be a lot of cars 
that are going to be rented. If we believe that tourists 
want to rent a car, there have to be a lot of cars to be 
rented. I see the Honourable Member shaking his 
head. And that cannot be the case, because when 
they go home we have to deal with the congestion 
because they will keep continuously coming, continu-
ously coming, continuously coming.  
 Many of you have driven down Bay Street in 
the Bahamas. It is congested. Is that the way we want 
it? Do you want congestion so people . . . you cannot 
get into town now. It takes an hour. You have to leave 
home at five o’clock from Somerset. Do you want to 
leave at three now because of 6,000 people coming 
out of Dockyard? I am not saying they all will, but just 
think of the possibility because there is no limit on the 
[number] of these vehicles. There is no limit. Every-
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body can rent one. Everybody can. There is no limit 
as far as giving licences out. And they will be all 
parked up there because that is where the market will 
be. They will open up the little stores up there, store-
fronts in Dockyard, put their sign up, Rent a minicar, a 
minicar or bike. They will come down the street. 
 There has to be an impact. So, did you think 
about the impact on our families? No. No, they did 
not. They really did not think about it, because they 
really do not care about the average Bermudian. They 
really do not care! Honourable Member, maybe you 
can stand up and tell me how, where are those taxi 
drivers going to be driving if they cannot get a job? If 
you gave me a choice between . . . I rent a car when I 
go overseas. I do. I really do. That is because it is 
available. So, if there is availability for a tourist to rent 
one of these things, do you not think that they will, at 
the end of the day, rent one of these vehicles? 

For every action, there is a reaction. That is 
what Newton said. And the reaction will be on our 
people, the very people whom we say that we care 
about. So, I am asking Members on that side, maybe 
rise and report progress and think about, think about 
this. Have you really made the right choice? Have you 
really made the right choice? Yes, there will be people 
on that side of the House who will benefit. The Hon-
ourable Member from [constituency] 22 will get more 
insurance. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Possible. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It is quite obvious. We have 
to insure them. We have to insure them. I heard the 
Honourable Member in the [brief on the] Bill say we 
have to insure them. I do not have an insurance com-
pany.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Maybe the Honourable 
Member should not be voting. As a matter fact, the 
Honourable Member should probably not be present-
ing the Bill. He wants to drive my colleague out from 
the legal part, but he does not want to drive out his 
part with insurance.  

The Honourable Member is going to have an 
impact on his business. And the Honourable Member 
is going to vote. Do you think that is right? I do not 
think it is right either. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: No materiality. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Materiality? Well, you have 
got too much; you do not think there is materiality. 
 

[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: As an accountant, Mr. 
Speaker, we go through . . . sometimes we do audits. 
And we say that the scope is, you look over $100,000 
or maybe $1 million because the scope is too small. 
But you are benefiting from $50,000. It is still a part of 
it, you know. Because the materiality, we say, we call 
it “materiality.” We are not going to look at anything 
under $50,000. But I am still having an impact on my 
business because it benefits the directors and share-
holders of a company. So I would ask the Honourable 
Member whether he will excuse himself at the end of 
the day when we do vote on this. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I can probably look at other 
Members on this side that it will have an impact on 
their business, going forward. But that is small com-
pared to, how are we going to take care of our peo-
ple? Because I always think about that first.  

My motto in life is, if I can help somebody as I 
pass along, my living would not be in vain. It is not 
about how I am going to try to discourage and how I 
am going to impact negatively on their lives. This Bill 
will have a negative impact on our citizens and on the 
taxi drivers, going forward. If we do not think that is 
. . . even if it affects one person, Mr. Speaker, it is one 
person too many. We are not supposed to be here 
bringing legislation to have a negative impact on any-
one. But we are here to try to improve their lives. 
 As a former Minister of Transport, I remember 
a time, Mr. Speaker, when, as a matter of fact, bus 
drivers were trying to drive taxis. And at that time, the 
director said, Well, they cannot drive taxis. I said, 
They can’t? And I wrote to the Attorney General at the 
time, and the Attorney General told me, Yes, the di-
rector is right. 

 I literally, Mr. Speaker, I sat in my chair and I 
took the book up like that and I looked at it, and said, 
We cannot be passing laws that are going to hurt our 
people. Fortunately, we had a more senior Attorney 
General at the time, drafting. She said, Minister, I ad-
vised them several years ago that they can drive, be-
cause as long as you give them time between driving 
a taxi and a bus, they can drive it. What is wrong with 
that? So why? So then now they can drive taxis and 
drive buses, depending on the period of time. Going 
on vacation gives them time to drive the taxi. 
 I remember the time, again in Transport, a 
young gentleman came to me and said, Minister. He 
cannot get his job back because he had been caught 
on drugs. And I said, Oh? Well, how long have you 
been out?  

He said, I think it was, About six years. 
So I went to his director and said, I have a 

simple question. Do you believe in redemption? Do 
you believe a man can change? 
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And he looked at me like, What do you mean, 
Minister? and said, Redemption? 

I mean, Do you really believe a man can 
change his ways? That gentleman, Mr. Chester, who 
runs up the street holding his fists up, Mr. Speaker, 
that is the gentleman I am talking about. 
 So, my whole philosophy . . . and I am now 
thinking that each Member took a pledge to help peo-
ple. We took an oath. We did not take an oath that we 
are going to ruin lives. And that is what you really 
want to do on that side? You should be ashamed of 
yourself. You should be taken out tomorrow! We 
should not be waiting a whole year to take you out. A 
year is too long because you are hurting too many 
people. You are going to hurt more people over the 
next year. I am not even going to talk about the airport 
coming up, whenever it comes up. But we are hurting 
more people! 
 I am asking the One Bermuda Alliance, if you 
did not hear it from your side, then hear it from me. 
Search your heart and not your head and ask yourself 
the question, What impact will you have if you pass 
this Bill today? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, the Honourable and Learned Member from 
constituency 25. MP Pettingill, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I certainly agree with the Honourable Member 
who just took his seat that for every action there is a 
reaction. I think sometimes what we find in Parliament 
is that for every action there is an overreaction.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And maybe that is just the po-
litical approach of presenting polar positions. 
 But I have to say this, hand on heart, I think 
that the Honourable Member knows this: I certainly 
fundamentally care about things that impact on our 
people—all our people, you know. And it is not always 
an easy position with regard to how you adopt some-
thing. We saw that on Monday night with regard to the 
Casino Gaming Bill, which impacted on my own busi-
ness. As a matter of fact, my honourable and learned 
colleague and business partner, maybe we will go into 
the minicar business now. Or perhaps we will adver-
tise 1-800-MINICAR-ACCIDENT, and then we can 
sue the Honourable Member for the insurance value 
of it. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: So we will find a way. We will 
think. It might present an opportunity; I do not know. I 

hope not, because I do not want to see people getting 
hurt. 
 But I have looked at this. And my understand-
ing is this. I understand and verily believe that the taxi 
drivers were consulted. Certainly, I saw the reports in 
a press release where they have had discussion. 
Maybe it came later than it should have. And I am a 
great believer that there should be proper consultation 
and discussion. But I also have a concern that we get 
into the basis of overreaction and over-consultation. 
Again, part of the problem in the gaming industry . . . it 
dragged and dragged and dragged because we were 
over-consulting, too much quagmire in the way. 
 And there comes a stage, Mr. Speaker, when 
one has to sit down and look at it and say, in the bal-
ance—in the balance of a new idea—What is the best 
action to take? I like the safety factor here, that it is 
safer than a bike. I know, growing up as a kid in 
school particularly, and then later on, I cannot even 
count, Mr. Speaker (now Deputy Speaker taking the 
seat) . . . 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I cannot even count, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, the number of times that I stopped to 
help tourists who were, you know, smashed up on the 
roads, injured. And, tragically, there were even a cou-
ple of fatal accidents involving tourists. Because on 
the bikes they tended to gravitate to going on to the 
wrong side of the road, whereas in a car, you know, 
with the steering wheel on a particular side or in a ve-
hicle like this, there tends to be that higher degree of 
safety factor. 
 And quite sensibly, people like to have the 
idea of a little bit of freedom to drive around and go 
where they want to go and see the things they want to 
see and explore on their own, not necessarily in a taxi 
all day. I know, going to a place like St. Barts (we 
went a few years ago) that is a smaller island than 
here. It does very, very well in the tourism industry. 
And you get right out there and you rent a car, and 
they roll out with you for your minicar with these kind 
of little totes, and you drive around in them and they 
are really neat. And you see them all over the place. 
 I think that the idea of, if we get crowded up 
on the road because there are so many of these cars 
out there that we are having to rent out, and it is tak-
ing us longer to get places . . . we can all sit back and 
smile because that means we are making buckets of 
money, you know, as a country. So, it would not be a 
bad sign if that is, in fact, something that is going on. 
 But I think when I talk about action and then 
overreaction, I do not see that in passing this Bill, in 
my assessment, that by next week, next month or 
even next year we are suddenly going to have a 
plethora of minicars on the road. 
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Mr. Speaker, you are back. It seems to be 
substitution day, for me. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Welcome back. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not see that we are sudden-
ly going to have this horde of minicars on there. The 
truth of the matter is I think there is risk involved in this 
as far as the business goes. It looks to me like a sen-
sible way to provide an option to tourists who want to 
come here. And the taxi drivers seem to get that, I am 
sure. We will be telling these people, Look. You can-
not get in these things and drive drunk, because we 
really are getting to zero tolerance for that, like any-
where else in the world. You know, they do not want 
to be doing that with regard to their own licences and 
being arrested here. 
 So they have to be aware of all of those types 
of warnings with regard to what they can do. In the 
evening they are going out for dinner or a drink or 
whatever, they are going to take a taxi, as they always 
do. But, you know, this is something that is great. I 
mean, these things, when you really put it in perspec-
tive . . . Every now and then, I drive my mother’s car. 
She is 87 years old and has got the smallest type of 
car that you can get on the road, just passed her li-
cence again last week at her birthday. 
 And I always say to her, I laugh, sometimes 
when I drive, I say, This car is like driving a golf cart. 
You know, it feels really tiny to me, and it has kind of 
got this hum to it. It is like a golf cart. So these vehi-
cles are, by analogy, not much different than a golf 
cart. I mean, they really are small, little runarounds. 
And I think that some of our tourists who want to come 
here, looking at that, saying, You go to the hotel. You 
can rent one of these things (it is going to be one 
more added little thing). You know what? That would 
be kind of cool.  Bermuda still has these hidden-away 
little beaches and coves and parks and tribe roads 
and things like that to go and explore. And we can get 
in there, pull out a map and go off the two of us on our 
own and feel pretty safe, and go and explore.  

You know? Honeymooners will like that. Older 
couples will like that. If they do not want to get on a 
bike, then this is an option. 
 For me, and I have done this, I have gone 
away . . . I did this is Positano in Italy. I was thrilled to 
see that you could rent a bike. My wife and I rented a 
bike and went down the Amalfi Coast a bit. And it was 
just a great time. I could have rented a car as well. 
And so, I think the people will take up those options. I 
think people like having a bike. 
 But let us put it in perspective. If you take the 
fact that we had 6,000 bikes on the road in the heyday 
of tourism, and now we have half that number, and we 
are trying to build back our tourism, and the numbers 

are moving in the right direction, now is the time, as 
the scale starts to slide up, to say, What can we do to 
provide those extra amenities? That is why we came 
along with the whole boutique amenity casino thing for 
resorts. It is just one more thing that people say, Well, 
yeah, I’d like to be there and have a go at that. I’d like 
to be there and have the opportunity to do this. I’d like 
to get out on the water and rent a jet-ski. 
 We had that debate a few years ago when we 
did jet-skis. I remember sitting on the other side with 
certain criticisms coming into play because of things 
that the Government was passing. And I was thinking, 
well, we have got to do these types of things. We had 
to allow casino gaming for the [cruise ships] to come 
into town, to provide that amenity for the tourists who 
were on the [ships]. And the Government on the other 
side had to support that. They saw it, and people on 
our side jumped up and down and said, They are go-
ing to stay on the boat. They won’t come into town. 
This is us now talking, but what was then the UPB, or 
I was independent or BDA, whatever it was at the 
time. But, you know, I remember those comments be-
ing made. 
 And the response from the other side was, 
No, no, we have to do things to provide it or they are 
just not going to come! So now the debate is just here 
in reverse. I remember sitting, listening to it and going, 
Come on, guys. You know, the fact of the matter is 
that we have got to think a little bit out of the box. And 
the truth of the matter is that we tend to be overtly 
conservative and overtly over reactive. You know, I 
would name other things, but it is like . . . and I have 
seen the conservatism around gay marriage, by way 
of example, which is going through the courts right 
now—extreme pushback on a conservative front, 
which is almost special to Bermuda. 
 And it comes to other things, and we still have 
this tendency. Even the younger of us and young 
people can be ultimately conservative—Oh, we don’t 
want to do that, we don’t want to do that. And what 
happens is, Mr. Speaker, my assessment, people go 
somewhere else. They like to have an option. In this 
day and age, people like to have an option. This is the 
day and age of shopping where you go on your laptop 
or whatever, like I have here. You push it in, you can 
go through a whole host of things and say, Well, I’d 
like to look at that. I’m on eBay. I want to have a varie-
ty, and I want it at my fingertips, and I want to be able 
to do it. 
 So when you land on our shores, and I have 
heard this, What? You cannot rent a car? We have 
heard that for ages. You cannot go into a casino. You 
cannot, you know, come here as a same-sex couple 
and get married. You cannot do all of these things. It 
does not make us attractive as a member of the inter-
national community. It simply does not. I believe that 
people get put off by one thing as it is reflecting an 
attitude to everything else.  
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So there is an action and an overreaction. 
They look at it and say, What? Bermuda? I can’t go in 
a casino in a hotel? Man, let me see where else I can 
go. What? Bermuda doesn’t allow gay people to get 
married? I don’t like that. I’m not going to go there. 
What type of people are those? That’s too conserva-
tive for me. I can’t rent a minicar in Bermuda? I’m go-
ing to St. Barts. Let alone the other things. You know, 
it reflects on, You can’t get here what you can get an-
ywhere else in the world.  

Now, I think that we have got to be mindful. 
We have to be mindful about how we do it. And I think 
that has been well-thought-out. That is why it is a 150 
cc thing. That is why it is a small vehicle. And guess 
what? Somebody has to service those vehicles. 
Somebody has to keep them clean. Somebody has to 
be there on call-out. It is a job provider! It is a job pro-
vider. They are not going to be all parked in one 
place. This creates work for people. It is going to cre-
ate work. It must do. By the very nature of something 
being a vehicle, it is going to create work. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I see there are a lot of plus-
es here that outweigh the potential minuses. There 
are concerns, you know, all round. I can see what the 
concerns are. But in the balance I arrive at this: I think 
these are the types of things we have got to give it a 
go. And it matters not that if the majority of people 
say, I don’t want to go to Bermuda and rent a car, but 
there is that minority of people who do, the 30 per 
cent to 40 per cent, or whatever it is. Well, provide for 
them! It is like so many other things. The people who 
want to come here who do not want to rent a car—do 
not rent one! That is an easy answer for you. But you 
need to have it for the people who do. 
 Just like so many other things, you need to 
allow for the people who want something, and it is 
their right to have that. The people who want to game 
should go and game. The people who want to get 
married should go and get married. The people who 
want to be able to do those things in a modern socie-
ty, they should be provided for them. And the people 
who decide, I want to rent a minicar instead of having 
a taxi driver all day, or instead of having a motorbike, 
which I have never ridden in my life, or a moped, 
which I am scared to death of . . . this is an option for 
me to spend money in Bermuda, to drive out to a 
place in Somerset or in St. George's from your place 
in Hamilton. Let’s find a route. Let’s go down there, 
and let’s go to lunch at Blackbeard’s. The business 
drives itself there. That is the type of knock-on effect. 
 You know, you may have other people who 
are not going to go and do that or are not necessarily 
going to explore the Island, explore all of the fun 
things to do, because they would do it if they had this 
type of thing available to them. 
 But let us get real, because this is where I 
think we tend to overreact. As I say, by doing this we 
are not going to suddenly have a massive car park, 
like at City Hall, full of minicars and 5,000 tourists de-

scending in a line to get the minicars and drive them 
all over our roads. That is not how it is going to hap-
pen. And it is certainly not going to happen like that 
overnight, were it to happen. We have to see it for 
what it is. It is a sensible and reasonable tourism 
amenity—that is what it is—that is attractive and will 
provide that needed additional opportunity. And we 
need to think along the lines of that with so many oth-
er things that our competition does that we do not do. 
 So, I support it. I see the concerns. I have 
heard the concerns. I have heard . . . I am satisfied on 
this one: There has been appropriate consultation, 
and rightly so. You know, I do not see it doing any-
thing, in the balance, but doing something good for us 
because of the positives in the balance that exist in 
passing this legislation. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 It looks like we are right on 12:30. Good tim-
ing there, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The House is adjourned to 2:00 pm. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:30 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. K.H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

MOTOR CAR AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2016 
 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
The Speaker: We will resume the debate on Order 
No. 2, the Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016. 
 Any Honourable Member care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 20, MP Susan Jackson. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you and good after-
noon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: I would like to just take a few 
minutes to comment on the Motor Car Amendment 
(No. 2) Act.  
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 I guess this is my turn to somewhat say I am a 
little bit offended by what my honourable colleague 
across the floor said when he positioned this oppor-
tunity for Bermudians in a negative light. So I want to 
just backtrack a little bit and comment on that, from 
the other side of the fence. 
 I see considerable opportunity here. Not only 
is it an opportunity for new business and the evolution 
of livery rentals for our visitors on the Island, but it al-
so creates a number of other amenities that can be 
made available to visitors and locals alike on the Is-
land. And certainly, you know, I think about some of 
the areas of Bermuda that we cannot reach via taxi. I 
think about the fact that if we were having little 
minicars that it might even offer opportunities for fur-
ther explorations into the infrastructure of our Island 
that we may be able to take these vehicles on, let us 
say, the tracks.  

We might be able to create an environment on 
our tribe roads and tracks where tourists can, maybe 
for a fee, have an opportunity to go. They could even 
be guided; they could be historical, they could be ad-
venturous and exploratory. 

So there are different ways in which we can 
create new opportunities. It is up to each one of us as 
Bermudians on the Island to keep our minds open 
about something that is new for the Island and to 
speak up and take a stand and create opportunities 
that could certainly complement this new initiative. 

I would also like to comment on the fact that I 
believe that there have been surveys conducted, in 
particular by the Bermuda Tourism Authority, where 
they have asked people, If there was anything that 
you could add to your experience here in Bermuda 
what would it be? And that there has been a measur-
able response that has said, We would very much like 
to have some form of vehicle in which we can ma-
noeuvre around the land. 

So, clearly, the motorcycles have had their 
lifecycle—no pun intended—and they certainly have 
reached maturity as an amenity on the Island. I think 
many people around the world realise some of the 
risks involved, et cetera, and would like to be in a saf-
er vehicle. So the idea of having a minicar that is pro-
tected, that I understand is not particularly fast, would 
be a very nice little way for our tourists to get around 
the Island. And as my colleague before me men-
tioned, this is the kind of thing that people might use if 
they just simply want to explore or maybe they would 
like to just go to the beach and it is a quick hop from 
their guesthouse to the beach and back and they 
would use this as a short runabout. 

But if there were any times when the visitor 
would very much like to have a tour, would like to 
have some explanation about the Island, would like to 
take a longer journey and go to places that they may 
not know where they are going, then a taxi would cer-
tainly fill that void. And of course we know, given the 
accommodation of our taxis, when our visitors would 

like to get together as a larger group, as a family or as 
friends that may be four and six in count, [then they] 
like to get into a taxi and use that for longer journeys 
or to go to social events in the evening and such. So I 
believe that there is an easy complement between the 
taxi industry and the idea of livery companies offering 
these minicars for our tourists to get around. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I lived up in Dockyard for 
almost three years, and that gave me an opportunity 
to observe the behaviour of our tourists that are arriv-
ing by cruise ship. And I have to confess that the large 
majority of those visitors [who] only have a short peri-
od of time in Bermuda are more than happy to get into 
a taxi, a minibus. Some get on the public buses, but 
they are leaving and travelling in droves from Dock-
yard in private transportation for the most part. Now 
the idea of a guest getting off of a cruise ship and hav-
ing to go through the training and . . . what could be a 
somewhat time-consuming procedure to rent a 
minicar would probably work against them. They 
would prefer to jump into a taxi and head for their 
tours for the day, et cetera. 

The other side of it, while living in Dockyard 
and walking about and listening to the taxi operators 
and the minibuses is that, you know, to be honest, a 
lot of the cruise ship visitors are interested in going to 
the beach. And with the beach comes sand and salt 
water and some of the things that, you know, we 
would say that our taxi operators are not completely 
keen to have, especially for what ends up being a rel-
atively small fare. So the idea that if there was the 
adventurous cruise ship passenger that wanted to get 
to the beach, and that is all that they wanted to do for 
that journey, that the idea of them hopping into a 
minicar if they wanted to take that route and go 
through that extra effort, that they probably would be 
. . . it would be an amicable arrangement between 
themselves and the taxis. 

And, as I mentioned earlier, the taxi drivers 
are the first places where the groups go when they 
want six, eight people to go on a half-day or full-day 
tour of the Island. This is the way they go. It is con-
venient, they get the full story, they get the history, 
they get to meet with locals—that is a huge and com-
pletely different experience than anything you are go-
ing to get in this little rented minicar.  

So I would like to create a distinction. And I 
believe that the taxi industry is innovative enough and 
certainly a sophisticated organisation or group of en-
trepreneurs that will be able to create a clear distinc-
tion between the value of their experience in their 
product, which would be the [tours] in particular, ver-
sus popping into one of these little minicars to scoot 
about. 

I also would like to just mention as well that 
for locals on the Island I see that there is a clear op-
portunity for these livery minicars to provide an oppor-
tunity for there to be, on occasion, another piece of 
transportation that is available. So I know that many 
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people on the Island have family and friends that 
come to visit on vacation. Bermudians and residents 
get up and go to work every day, and sometimes it is 
difficult to have the kind of flexibility that our visitors 
might like us to have. And, you know, the buses dur-
ing the day are available and taxis are there, but 
sometimes it is nice for our houseguests to be able to 
say that on, you know, one or two days out of the 10 
days that they may be visiting that they would like to 
just have a little minicar that they can rent to get them 
. . . just for the quick little hops around Bermuda that 
they would like to take. And that certainly can create a 
level of relief for the hosts, the Bermudian residents 
that are oftentimes occupied with their one car per 
family. 

So, you know, as a parent I certainly can 
sympathise with having college children coming home 
for a short period of time and they want to just simply 
go over to their friend’s house and back. And working 
full time it is very difficult to sometimes share the car. 
And the idea that for one or two days it would be pos-
sible for a young adult to be able to rent this car to get 
to their friend’s house and back would certainly be an 
added amenity to the local community as well as for 
our tourism industry. 

So, I see that the livery minicars do have ben-
efits, not only for our visitors, but that they can serve a 
purpose for the locals as well. 

In closing I just again want to reiterate that 
this is a fantastic amenity to add to our tourism prod-
uct, and I certainly welcome it. I am expecting and 
looking forward to there being very strict guidelines 
and regulations around the minicars, that we will 
maintain them as being distinctly different from any 
other type of vehicle on the Island in such a way that 
they will not directly compete with any of the other 
forms of transportation on the Island that could poten-
tially feel as though they are in direct competition. Be-
cause I do not believe that these small minicars are a 
competitive factor for much of the tourism industry, but 
instead are a positive amenity. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 31, MP 
Shawn Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise and lend my 
support to this piece of legislation. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was the Minister of Transport 
at the time when this legislation was being drafted, 
and it is some time in coming. We were looking to 
bring this legislation earlier this year, and for various 
reasons it has been put off. But one of the reasons 
(and I think a great deal of due diligence has been put 

into it) was that because there was a particular model 
that had been identified and a particular entrepreneur 
who was interested in this particular industry, that that 
vehicle was brought down, the police actually inspect-
ed it and drove it and gave its stamp of approval on 
the vehicle, on its safety, and on its suitability on our 
roads. 
 Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity to actually 
drive the vehicle as well and see it. And like other 
Members have said, it is a small vehicle, a vehicle that 
could fit two individuals. In fact, the question I had was 
whether or not it could transport with two individuals a 
set of golf clubs, and it could not. In order for them to 
take a set of golf clubs, the passenger would have . . . 
there could be no passenger in that particular seat, 
you would have to put the golf clubs in the passenger 
side seat. And in the back, again, there was maybe 
enough space to fit a bag—one bag—of groceries, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 But what it does provide for individuals who 
are concerned about their safety in relation to a mo-
ped . . . and I will tell you, as the Minister of Tourism 
at the time, and even now, when I saw tourists, they 
would ask me about renting a bike. And I apologise to 
the livery owners, but my advice was not to do it—
every single time—because the slightest of accidents 
could ruin a vacation, Mr. Speaker.  

I am not a big fan of bikes because you are so 
exposed, the individual riding that bike. If that individ-
ual is in an accident, then the exposure is so great. 
Even if it is not a high-speed accident the amount of 
injury and damage that a person can endure on a 
bike, Mr. Speaker, is great. And so imagine going on 
your dream vacation, you have spent many months, if 
not years, saving for it. You come down, you are on 
the bike and it is raining and you are trying to take one 
of our difficult corners. You have an accident and that 
will destroy your vacation and, in some cases, as we 
have heard already today, Mr. Speaker, we have seen 
too many fatalities from our tourists on the bikes. 
 So, in my view, having an alternative, Mr. 
Speaker, which will provide more safety to our tourists 
and allow them to travel around the Island in greater 
comfort . . . these vehicles are covered. So if it is rain-
ing you do not have to deal with . . . imagine going to 
dinner and you happen to come into a summer show-
er, Mr. Speaker, and you are on a moped. Again, it 
creates a great deal of inconvenience.  
 So, I think we have got to look at this as trad-
ing the moped for a more modern way of transporta-
tion. It is not adding to, in my view . . . we are hearing 
this argument about congestion. In my view, it is not 
as if we are going to see all of the mopeds remain on 
the road and we are now going to add these quad-
racycles to it. I see it as these new quadracycles re-
placing the bikes that are currently on the road. 
 But even on the congestion issue, before I left 
the Ministry I knew that we had lost about 10,000 ve-
hicles on the road. I do not know if that figure has 
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changed, but there was a reduction as a result of 
people leaving the Island over the last, you know, 10 
years, Mr. Speaker. We have seen a reduction as it 
relates to cars and bikes in the tune of 10,000 vehi-
cles less. 

And I think all of us remember when we really 
saw congestion in this country, Mr. Speaker, in the 
early 2000s when you had to get up . . . I used to live 
in Somerset. And if I did not leave Somerset by seven 
o’clock, Mr. Speaker, I was going to be late. If you left 
at seven o’clock you would get right through, no prob-
lem, and you had time for breakfast and coffee be-
cause you would get in at 7:30, Mr. Speaker. But 
leave at 7:15 and you were just about getting to work 
at nine o’clock. There was that much congestion. 

And we complained back then. We did not like 
the fact that there was all this congestion. And as a 
result . . . now, the congestion was an indicator of 
success, you know. As someone said there is always 
a cause and an effect or to every action there is a re-
action. Well, when there is booming business in this 
country, when international business is doing well, 
when tourism is doing well, guess what? You will have 
congestion. You cannot have your cake and eat it too. 

So now we do not have the congestion, or 
there is less congestion. But guess what? Business is 
not as great, so people are complaining because 
there have been job losses. Well, because people 
have left, Mr. Speaker, that is a corollary of that.  

So, yes, there may be some congestion, but 
we welcome it because that will be an indicator of the 
jurisdiction doing well as a business and, in this case, 
as a tourism jurisdiction. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
from constituency 6 who gave a very passionate 
speech . . . I know him very well. He is a good friend 
of mine. I will say that he is consistent because he 
had been speaking to me about this when I was the 
Minister. He called me and he said he was against it. 
He was against rental cars when he called me and he 
said . . . you know, and this was when the Honourable 
Member will recall, I believe the BTA [Bermuda Tour-
ism Authority] came out and made a statement that 
they were interested in introducing rental cars and the 
Honourable Member called me and said, Minister, 
don’t do it. I don’t support it. This will go against the 
taxi industry. So he is being consistent. 

But I know the Honourable Member well 
enough to know that he is a seasoned politician. He 
understands politics very well, and he will see a politi-
cal opportunity when it presents itself. He knows very 
well that every taxi driver that is driving around right 
now has [the radio set] on 105.1. He knows that, Mr. 
Speaker. Okay? And he also knew that there were 
taxi drivers in the Gallery, Mr. Speaker, when he was 
on his feet. Okay? And he also understands, Mr. 
Speaker, the voting bloc that that industry has. Okay? 
So I was not surprised. It was a good speech. I will put 
it in the Honourable Member’s top five, Mr. Speaker. 

But this is not competing, in my view, Mr. 
Speaker. And I will say this, I am not going to get into 
the consultation, you know. I was not part of the pre or 
post-consultation on this. But I think the Minister made 
a mistake when he introduced this as rental cars. That 
was a mistake. I do not care what the specifications 
are in the legislation, a taxi driver hears “rental car,” 
his antenna is going to go up just by the classification 
of that term. I do not even like the fact that it is called 
“minicar” in this legislation. What I was going to do, I 
was going to call it exactly what it is, a “quadracycle.” 
That is what I would have called it. And we were look-
ing at the legislation to create another category called 
“quadracycle” because the whole connotation of a 
rental car or a minicar causes anxiety to individuals 
whose business, whose livelihood, is in a taxi or driv-
ing vehicles. 

But this is not in competition with the taxi driv-
ers, Mr. Speaker. Yes, there might be some loss of 
business. You might have a husband and wife that 
come here and they decide they want to rent a quad-
racycle that carries two. And they may go out to din-
ner and on this evening, had that not existed, maybe 
they would have caught a taxi. But at the end of the 
day, it is the Government’s job to create more vol-
ume—the Government and the BTA’s job. And the 
Government did its job by creating the BTA, Mr. 
Speaker. And now the BTA must bring greater volume 
to the jurisdiction so that there should be sufficient 
demand for quadracycles, for taxis, for minibuses. 
That is what we need to do, and we are on that path, 
Mr. Speaker, so that everybody can be able to get 
their share of the business.  

The Government cannot be in the business of 
protecting industry. It needs to be smart enough to 
make sure that it is diversifying enough, Mr. Speaker, 
so that there is sufficient competition. But you cannot 
stifle progress in the name of protecting industry.  

Now, to the livery owners, my view is this is 
directly in competition to them. So they need to adjust 
and look at similar types of vehicles that they can im-
port and rent as well. Go get a licence and compete. 
You know, I think of the cell phone industry, okay? If 
you have a cell phone company right now that is still 
selling the flip cell phone, they are not going to sell 
any product. You know, maybe the Honourable Mem-
ber, from constituency 1, I understand he likes those. 
But everybody is buying iPhones, the more modified 
. . . I mean it is amazing to me. As soon as a new iPh-
one comes out, people will go and get rid of their per-
fectly good iPhone and upgrade to the new and latest 
technology, Mr. Speaker. Well, the telecom industry 
had to adjust to the new technology that was out 
there. 

Same thing. We have evolved and now we 
have electric vehicles. Now we have these vehicles 
that are covered, they are more safe, they are more 
enjoyable to drive, Mr. Speaker. And so whoever is in 
this industry, and I believe it is the livery cycle indus-
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try, they are going to have to have a look at it. In fact, 
when we first introduced it, when this first came to 
light, they should have started to investigate then to 
see how they could adjust to their business, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So I do not think it is going to have much of a 
deleterious impact on the taxi industry. But if you are 
out there renting bikes . . . and I think the rental of 
bikes has been under siege for years anyway. We 
heard figures today from 6,000 down to 2,000. They 
are declining for a reason. Not just in numbers. Peo-
ple see the risk. We have very [winding] roads, Mr. 
Speaker, and you know . . . in fact, I had an experi-
ence just the other day when I was driving around by 
Mid Ocean Golf Course coming down by Paynter’s 
Road. As I came around the corner there was a tour-
ist, a guy, he had no shirt on, riding his moped and he 
was on my side of the road. I was going around a cor-
ner and he was right there, Mr. Speaker. I mean I was 
frightened to death that I was going to hit this guy and 
possibly kill him, but he was able to swerve and get 
around. 

And yes, I heard people talk about, Well, peo-
ple are going to drive on the wrong side of the road. 
They will have to adjust. I know there is no one in here 
that has driven in the United States and at one point 
forgot they have to be on the right side. Let us be 
honest. No one has driven away and said, Oh, my 
goodness, I’ve got to go on the left . . . or go on the 
right (whatever it is, Mr. Speaker, in the States). It 
happens. In fact, my honourable friend is not here, but 
I was in Vermont sometime ago with him and he was 
driving a car in front of me, a vintage car, and we went 
to pick it up and he was driving it and he was on the 
wrong side . . . I had to like beep! You know, like you 
are on the wrong side, mate! We forget. That hap-
pens. 

But let that privilege be taken from us, Mr. 
Speaker. Let the United States say—and it is not far-
fetched. It is not farfetched. I had a visit from the for-
mer US Consul General who had some guests down 
and he was pushed to the limit because he had to 
take his guests everywhere. If they wanted to go the 
beach, he had to take them and drop them off and go 
back to what he had to do and then he had to go pick 
them up. And then he had to take them to dinner and 
pick them up. 

And he came to my office and he said, You 
know what? I looked into this because I could not fig-
ure out why my guests, who are diplomats, who have 
lived all around the world . . . they have these interna-
tional driver’s licences, why can’t they drive in Bermu-
da? 

And I said, Well, they can’t. 
And he said, Well, we allow you to drive in our 

country. There is a standard diplomatic principle 
called reciprocity. 

And I am just telling you what he said. This 
was his thinking, if we allow you to do it in our country, 

our citizens expect you to allow them to do it in yours. 
Okay? 

People can shake their heads. But guess 
what? It already happened in Massachusetts, Mr. 
Speaker. It happened in Massachusetts and what was 
funny is the amount of people who have stopped me 
after that happened because we know, Mr. Speaker, 
that we utilise Boston for medical reasons. People go 
to Boston because it is a close flight. People enjoy the 
city, and the like. 
 
An Hon. Member: Shopping. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: For shopping and other 
things. My daughter loves going to Boston. She has 
family in Boston, Mr. Speaker, and they will go and 
rent a car and drive out to their home. The amount of 
people that stop me because they were so upset and 
anxious over the fact that they might not be able to 
drive when they go to Massachusetts was unbelieva-
ble. I believe, if my recollection is correct, it was 
around Cup Match time when that happened. And 
whenever I was walking around people were stopping 
me and saying, What are you guys going to do about 
this? I said, okay. It is the same thing. We want a 
privilege, but we do not want to extend that same 
privilege to others when they come here, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, we have heard people say that the Gov-
ernment does not care. This piece of legislation, as I 
said, commenced under my remit. But I would say 
this, I heard that exact same argument when as Minis-
ter I proposed to create the Bermuda Tourism Authori-
ty, and about all the jobs that were going to be lost, 
and all sorts of stuff that was going to happen. You 
would have thought, Mr. Speaker, the world was going 
to come to an end because we were creating the BTA. 
In fact, I remember somebody forwarded me a car-
toon that someone did of me looking like Donald 
Trump pointing to somebody saying, You’re fired! Be-
cause I am trying to get rid of Bermudian jobs. Well, 
guess what? No one lost their job, Mr. Speaker. 

The BTA was formed despite all of the chal-
lenges, and today everyone . . . the BTA is like a fab-
ric of our society now. The BTA is part of our everyday 
vernacular and it is doing well and we are seeing re-
sults that no one in this House, including myself, and 
the Government did not anticipate—16 [per cent], 
18 per cent increases in air arrivals! So now it has 
achieved its objective and we hear no one . . . in fact, 
on Monday the same Honourable Member from con-
stituency 6 is recommending that the CEO of the 
Gaming Commission should get the same salary as 
the CEO of the BTA!  

I sat there and said, Wow! It is amazing how 
things change. Now, we have accepted that the salary 
for the CEO of the BTA must be acceptable and that 
the CEO of the Gaming Commission should get the 
same thing. So this is what happens when time goes 
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by and we see exactly how these initiatives will 
evolve. 
 Now I heard earlier the Shadow Minister of 
Transport say that his information is that the second-
hand cars are still available for taxi drivers. That is not 
the case. That is not the case, Mr. Speaker. And I 
have been lobbied to make that change. We were 
looking at making that change, and I think as a nego-
tiation that was a good deal. Clearly, the BTOA [Ber-
muda Taxi Owners and Operators Association] came 
out publicly and was very complimentary towards the 
current Minister and thought it was a good trade off to 
be able to bring in second-hand taxis rather than go-
ing through the expense of buying brand-new ones 
when that time came. So, it is not a case of it being 
some form of ruse, Mr. Speaker. That is a fact. I was 
lobbied to make that change as [in] this jurisdiction we 
are unable to import second-hand vehicles, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Now, in relation to the survey, I know that we 
were going to conduct a more up-to-date survey and I 
do not know if that happened, because the survey that 
I was relying on as the Minister was quite old in terms 
of peoples’ disposition—tourists’ disposition—in rela-
tion to rental cars. And the numbers that I heard today 
are around that. I understand that it was no more at 
least than 50 per cent that were in support. So, there 
was supposed to be an updated survey, I do not know 
if that updated survey took place and if it did what the 
results are. 
 But let me say this. We heard 30 per cent or 
40 per cent said that they supported rental cars. We 
have the wrong view of tourism in this country, and we 
have had for some time. And I had this debate, and I 
am sure I have told this story in this House before. I 
had this debate with my father on gaming and my fa-
ther, who is Seventh Day Adventist, is opposed to it, 
and here I am, his son, promoting it. So we are having 
a chat about it and he is saying to me, You know, 
Shawn, I don’t think that gaming in the right way to go 
and I don’t think this and I don’t think this about gam-
ing. 

And I said, Daddy, every time you say some-
thing about this you start by saying “I.” Tourism is not 
about what you want; tourism is about what our 
guests want. That is what tourism is about. 

And here in Bermuda for some reason we 
think about what we want and that is why we have to 
ask ourselves the question that the former Tourism 
Minister asked, Dr. Ewart Brown: Are we serious 
about being in the tourism business? Because this is 
not about the business of what we want. It is not about 
our comfort when it comes to tourism. It is about what 
does our tourist want?  
 Now, if it was all about getting 100 per cent 
interest, we would not offer anything, Mr. Speaker. Do 
you think 100 per cent of our tourists go to Crystal 
Caves? No. Maybe 40 per cent do. Do you think 
100 per cent of our tourists go to Horseshoe Beach? 

No. Quite a few do, though. But if you are having a 
dinner party, Mr. Speaker, and you invite 10 people to 
your house, 10 people that you want to come to your 
house, and 40 per cent of that 10—4 of the 10—said 
to you that they do not eat red meat. What are you 
going to do, Mr. Speaker? You are going to offer an 
alternative. You are not going to say to that 40 per 
cent, Well, you can’t come, you’re not welcome be-
cause you don’t want to eat my red meat. 

Of course not. You are going to say, Okay, I 
am going to accommodate what you want. What do 
you want? 

Oh, we eat chicken. Somebody else might 
have turkey. And so guess what? You are going to 
have that on your menu and your guests will come in 
and have a good time and leave and say, I enjoyed 
my stay at the Speaker’s house. That is how you treat 
guests.  
 And that is how we have to think about tour-
ism. So, if 3 out of 10 that are coming here say, I 
would like to jump into a quadracycle, or, I would like 
to rent something other than a moped, then we have 
an obligation if we want them to come, to provide it. 
That is if we are in the business. That is if we are in 
the business! 
 So, Mr. Speaker, tomorrow when this Bill is 
passed and it gets to the Senate and is approved, 
everything is going to keep going on as it has been 
going on. Hopefully, though, we will have . . . because 
I have met tourists who have said, I would like to have 
the opportunity, if I want to get up at my own conven-
ience and go to the grocery store, I would like that 
convenience to do so and not have to do it on a bike. 
Do it in something that is more safe, something that is 
more appropriate, Mr. Speaker. And at the end of the 
day our guests and our tourists would have had a bet-
ter experience. And I think that this is what we should 
be striving to achieve, to provide the experiences and 
the amenities that meet the needs and the desires of 
our guests. 
 And so I think that this is another step to do 
that. As you know, I have been on record, Mr. Speak-
er, that we have got to get the casinos up and running 
because that is yet just another amenity. And any oth-
er amenities that we can come up with, Mr. Speaker, 
we have very innovative Bermudians who can come 
up with great ideas to augment the experience of our 
guests. So let us not look at this . . . because some-
times life is always about how you look at things. If 
you are going to look at it as taking something away, 
then it is going to be a negative. Let us look at this as 
adding to the experience for our guests, Mr. Speaker. 

And I think at the end of the day, if we can 
have our tourists going back home saying, I had a 
great time, instead of going back home saying, I en-
joyed the beach and I enjoyed this, but I had to always 
get a bus, or I had to rent a taxi, I couldn’t just go 
when I wanted. I didn’t have that flexibility. If they can 
go away and have no “buts,” Mr. Speaker, that should 
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be our objective, so when tourists leave here they say, 
I had a fabulous time. Period! And this is just another 
opportunity to achieve that. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition, MP Roban, from constitu-
ency 15. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, perhaps things just do not hap-
pen in the right time because perhaps if the Honoura-
ble Member in constituency 31 had been the pitchman 
for this particular Bill, and it had the benefit of coming 
to the House earlier, we probably would not even be 
here, because I must say he presented a very per-
suasive argument, much better than his successor 
has been able to do around this up to this point. So I 
compliment the Honourable Member. 

I am not sure I agreed with all of the Honour-
able Member’s points, but they were persuasive, Mr. 
Speaker, in how he put it forth. I have to honestly ad-
mit that. In that the way he presented the argument 
around an initiative that he himself had some involve-
ment with [was] very, very persuasive in the idea that 
we need to have more choices for our visitors, that it 
is not always about what necessarily we think, but 
about what the visitor would like to have as part of 
their experience and that there may be a need for us 
to update some of our offerings here because, let us 
face it, we have been kind of . . . perhaps we were 
even the pioneers to some degree of the livery cycle 
as part of the Bermuda experience going back to the 
1950s and 1960s. But now, perhaps, it needs to be 
updated to reflect the different types of tourism oppor-
tunities we are trying to accomplish.  

If I perhaps have just summarised some of 
what the previous speaker said and, as I said, I 
thought he presented . . . if I was somebody who did 
not have my own view on this and was listening for 
the first time, I would be quite settled with his argu-
ment around this. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I do have some points to 
make which, perhaps, are reflective of a different view 
on this particular measure. And I would just like to re-
mind us kind of where we started, at least from the 
standpoint of where we on this side started. And it 
started with a Bill that was presented in this House 
that was called the Motor Act No. 2, I believe.  

Now, let us remember these Acts . . . you 
know, I too am a former Tourism Minister. So I under-
stand that these Bills are par for the course of the du-
ties of the Ministry of Transport and the Minister of 
Transport to bring annually to this House because 

there are often changes to the transport system for 
which the Government has responsibility. It happened 
to me all the time. Just like with Financial Services 
and Finance. There are Bills that come here which are 
just a part of the normal order of business and must 
be done, Mr. Speaker. We know that. And in some 
other areas in Health and other areas there are cer-
tain things that are done all the time and they are [the] 
norm. So not necessarily a hard eye by the Legisla-
ture is put to them because we know this, Mr. Speak-
er. 

But part of the challenge we have here, Mr. 
Speaker, is that this measure came with little infor-
mation about it coming to us, that this particular type 
of change was being made to Members of this Legis-
lature. It came, almost disguised, as a Motor Car 
Amendment (No. 2) Act, or whatever it was named at 
the time earlier this year. It was only with the keen eye 
of the Shadow Minister and other Members of our 
caucus, in particular the Shadow Minister who sits in 
constituency 24, that [it was] brought to our attention 
that, Wait a minute, they’re looking to put . . . as it is 
referred to as a “minicar.” And so we are saying, 
What? 

So, Mr. Speaker, there is almost the impres-
sion that the Government was trying to hide this 
measure under a veil of secrecy and cloak and dagger 
instead of be very clear as to what they were bringing. 
It was almost like it was hidden under being a generic, 
normal-course-of-the-day Bill. And as I said, I speak 
as a former Tourism Minister, so I understand that 
comes like that.  

But that is part of the challenge, why we are 
here today. And we have had the hills and mountains 
and vales and all types of other acrimony around this 
Bill up to this point. It is because the Government 
seemingly took an approach with it, as even the hon-
ourable former minister described, that did not quite 
settle well with a whole lot of people. That is where we 
started, Mr. Speaker. 

So there was not, as was stated by an Hon-
ourable Member prior, this vast amount of consulta-
tion and feedback. That came after the game got 
blown up. That is when that came. And we saw a very 
interesting process of consultation, Mr. Speaker, 
which seemingly was not actually . . . it was almost 
like chasing the rabbit after the rabbit had bolted, and 
you are trying to catch it after you let it out of the cage. 
Or like it broke out of the cage and you are trying to 
catch it. The Government did not introduce this meas-
ure to the public, to those interested parties, in a 
manner that was pleasant. Because it looked like they 
were trying to sneak it under the table, Mr. Speaker, if 
I can just use that in an informal way. That is why this 
journey has been taken and this Bill was not passed 
at an earlier point of this session. 

So the Minister had to go back and actually 
. . . beyond the hostile meeting that was dealt with at 
Warwick Workmans Club, beyond the statements from 
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the BTOA that originally came out, the Minister had to 
run behind all that and try and bring about a process 
where people understood what was actually being 
done, that it was not an effort to be damaging to the 
taxi drivers, that it was not an attack on people’s liveli-
hood, it was not in the typical way you have seen the 
OBA deal with some other measures of legislation in 
this House or to the public, whereas the definition of 
“consultation” with the One Bermuda Alliance is a very 
different definition in process than many people have 
seen at other times. And as my honourable colleague 
from constituency 33 said, the unprecedented need to 
have higher levels of security in the House, outside 
the House, on top of the House, on the street in front 
of the House . . . that is what we have seen. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, that is kind of where we 
started. It was not a very . . . not a good start to any-
thing. And so with that came all the obvious argu-
ments about impacts. People are concerned about 
added congestion, and I would be interested to know 
from the Government . . . and this is a general ques-
tion about transport which I hope the Government can 
answer. What has been the real reduction in the num-
ber of vehicles on our roads over the past four years? 
Because, as I recall we have almost as many vehicles 
on the road, Mr. Speaker, as we have people living in 
Bermuda. And there has been reference during this 
debate to a reduced number of vehicles. Ten thou-
sand was one number that has been batted around. 
And that may be the number, but I would be interested 
to know, based on revenue, have we seen a corre-
sponding reduction in revenue, Mr. Speaker, from li-
censing from private vehicles, in particular?  

Now, there could have also been a reduction . 
. . and perhaps I am going to ask a question that will 
be both in bikes and cars, because many of the peo-
ple who would have been residing here prior to the 
recession were also people who used a lot of bikes, 
as well as cars. So has there been a corresponding 
reduction in private bikes, private motor bikes, and in 
private cars over this particular four- to five-year peri-
od while we were in the recession, from I guess 
2008/09 to now? Has there been . . . which can be 
arguably attributable to the reduced population? 

I would be interested to know just as a gen-
eral question on transport whether that is, because I 
recently . . . and because I live in the east I do not 
have the same experience with travelling in a car as 
those who live in the west. I have not had to deal with 
some of what the Honourable Member in constituen-
cy 31 described as the congestion of having to get up 
5:00 in the morning or 7:00 in the morning to be able 
to make sure he gets to town at 9:00. I have not had 
that experience. But I would be interested to know if 
that pattern has changed in recent years, because, 
certainly, I do not see any difference in the town here, 
in Hamilton, with the daily traffic. It still seems the 
same as it was before for me.  

And coming from the east, and those of us liv-
ing in the east know that it is slightly different. We 
have seen congestion build up over time coming from 
the east, and it does not take any less or more time 
now for me to come from the east than it did five years 
ago, the same 10 minutes or so. I can almost, you 
know, run myself on a clock and know that if I get out 
of my house at 6:00, at 6:10 I am in the middle of 
town. I do not even have to have a watch. I can just 
know that is pretty much how it goes irrespective. And 
I know people from the west have a bit of a different 
challenge. 

But I would be interested to know from a data 
standpoint has there been a lower congestion pattern 
coming from the west as well. And I am talking about 
. . . not anecdotal. Does the Ministry have information 
on how that is changed? Because congestion is an 
issue for Bermudians. It is a reason why the water . . . 
having the ferries was moved to be changed so many 
years ago and we added new ferries and the ferry 
system was advanced as an alternative to travelling 
the roads to deal with the congestion issue. That has, 
obviously, evolved over time, but that was the original 
premise of adding new ferries to the transportation 
system in Bermuda. So, I would be interested to know 
because this congestion issue is serious for locals. 

And even to the argument that was put about 
. . . well, we as Bermudians can have objections to 
certain things in tourism, but we are not the ones who 
they are trying to please. We are not the ones who the 
tourism industry is catering to. But I would argue . . . 
and I am not trying to beat up anybody on this argu-
ment. I am just presenting another point of view, Mr. 
Speaker, that— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, Bermudians are the part-
ners in this tourism experience. They actually are the 
people that we rely on to assure that a visitor has a 
good experience in Bermuda. And that comes with 
making sure that Bermudians feel good about being in 
Bermuda. If Bermudians are stressed and aggravated 
and dissatisfied with their experience at home, that is 
going to exude to the visitors who come here. And 
that could eventually end in a sense of hostility and 
resentfulness to the visitor who is coming and impos-
ing on us, and we are being forced to take on all these 
amenities that we traditionally were not comfortable 
with to satisfy them. I think we have to be mindful of 
that. 

So when we talk about the amenities and 
whether Bermudians like them or not, it is not just 
about that. I think it is a bit more complicated than 
that, Mr. Speaker. It is about Bermudians feeling com-
fortable with what Bermuda is. And when we are com-
fortable with our own experience in Bermuda we ex-
ude that comfort and happiness and peace and tran-
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quillity and welcome-ness to our visitors. That is how it 
is.  

So we are partners in this experience. So, if 
we like and are proud of what amenities we have, we 
will promote them ourselves to our visitors. It is unfor-
tunate that we do have to have a bit more of a cau-
tious approach to the livery cycle experience because 
that was not always the case. The rental of the livery 
cycle was something that we all kind of promoted as 
being a part of the Bermuda experience. Those of us 
who have gone away to university and invited friends 
down here, one of the things we would do is tell our 
friends, Yeah, you can come and rent a bike and get 
around just like I do, you know. That was part of the 
thing, Mr. Speaker.  

I am sure you, as a young college student, did 
the same for your friends when you invited them 
around. I know it was not that long ago, Mr. Speaker, 
so I know you remember. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, that is what we all did at one point. Now, it 
is not the same expression that we do now. We would 
not necessarily encourage the same thing now. And I 
get that. Because things have changed, the experi-
ence of riding a livery cycle is different than it was 
when many of us were just a little younger. And I too, 
like you, Mr. Speaker, I am not that . . . you know, I 
am not that old, so I do remember having the experi-
ence and I do remember having encouraged my 
friends to do the same thing when they came here.  

But I know that now, perhaps, I would not do 
the same thing as easily, particularly if I did not think 
they were good riders. I might be a little bit more cau-
tious. It can be accepted that the experience on the 
road has changed for everybody in Bermuda in recent 
decades, so we approach it very differently. 
 But that is because of congestion. So the 
concern about congestion and the impact that these 
new vehicles might have is a real one. And it cannot 
be ignored and should not be ignored. But, again, if 
the Government and its partners in this effort . . . and 
a lot of rumours always float around as to who was 
actually wanting to introduce these [minicars], Mr. 
Speaker, and what the relationships were in getting 
this done, why it was done so quietly and secretly. All 
of those are questions. And when you cultivate suspi-
cion around an issue, Mr. Speaker, people often re-
spond to it in a certain way. And that, unfortunately, is 
how this issue has been pushed. So people are going 
to rely on the arguments about congestion, the envi-
ronmental concerns. 
 Now, I did hear something, Mr. Speaker, and I 
can stand to be corrected by the corresponding Minis-
ter, about whether these are environmentally friendly 
vehicles. I heard there was some talk about them ini-

tially being electric or perhaps being a . . . but I am not 
so sure. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Okay. So there is going to be 
either option. But, again, there is a concern that we 
are adding another fossil fuel driven vehicle to the 
whole mix in Bermuda. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I must admit that perhaps I 
and others might have been a little bit more settled 
with this particular initiative if we had seen the offer-
ings that are going to possibly be put on our roads. I 
have not seen any example of a vehicle of this type, 
although the former Minister did say that he had seen 
it, the police had seen it, and they have driven around 
in it. Well, yeah, okay. But what about the rest of us? I 
have not seen it. I have not seen an option of what 
might be used in Bermuda. No one has presented one 
to us to show us. I have not seen it anywhere and, 
frankly, that might even have been something that 
might have been more helpful, if perhaps somebody 
had shown us what these actual vehicles might look 
like. I have not seen it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I do not know that. I am just 
hearing what they said. I have not seen it and no one 
directed me to where I could see an option. I have not 
seen it or some of the options that might be available. 
 I am just saying that that in itself might have 
helped some people to be settled with the decision 
going forward, including myself. And some of my con-
cerns might have been allayed if I could at least have 
seen what might be appearing on Bermuda’s roads. 
 So, these are some of the things, Mr. Speak-
er, that people are concerned with. And also because 
we still continue to have road fatalities of a disturbing 
number on our roads. These are the facts. And there 
is the overall concern from people that introducing a 
new option onto our roads than what we already have 
could enhance the risk that we all are presented with. 
 So these are just some of the things, Mr. 
Speaker, that are on the table of concerns. But I go 
back. It started because this whole initiative started in 
the wrong way in the first place and if, perhaps, it had 
started on a different tone with a little wider transpar-
ency and disclosure and wider public availability of 
information as to what the Government was going to 
be coming forth with, it might have settled down some 
of the temperature around this option and it would 
have been moved forward sooner. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, that is the reason why the 
taxi operators who, seemingly, you know, prior to the 
last election were the undying fans of the One Bermu-
da Alliance and paraded around the country with car-
avans of taxis lauding that a One Bermuda Alliance 
will bring a new day for them, new opportunities, a 
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sense of peace, prosperity, and good will to the taxi 
industry. Well, it does not seem like that is the sort of 
. . . what we are hearing now.  

And I am not saying that this is unique to the 
One Bermuda Alliance because, certainly, those on 
this side who had the opportunity to be Transport Min-
isters experienced their own experience with the taxi 
industry, Mr. Speaker. But perhaps we are just seeing 
more of the same and it is not as simple as that as we 
go forth. And perhaps these are a part of the promise 
that the One Bermuda Alliance brought to the taxi in-
dustry that will bring a different approach to them. It 
will be different; it will be something unlike what they 
experienced with the previous administration. Well, I 
think, perhaps if you speak to some taxi drivers as I 
have, you might find that that has not really been their 
experience and all that is glitter is not gold. 
 But Mr. Speaker, despite lauding our taxi op-
erators as being great ambassadors of Bermuda, 
those ambassadors may not feel that they are being 
treated as well as they deserve by the current admin-
istration. But, again, we shall see. I think there is an 
argument, Mr. Speaker, for us trying to ensure that . . . 
it is not always about doing what the client wants 
sometimes. And I have not seen any data that sup-
ports the fact that visitors in any noticeable amount 
say that they would be more encouraged to come to 
Bermuda, they would be more enhanced by the local 
experience if they had their own independent car or 
minicar to get around. 

I do think that there still remains value, Mr. 
Speaker, in us wanting Bermuda to be a bit unique in 
the experience that people have here in that there 
should not always be a rush to do what others are 
doing all the time. There are some things that just will 
not fit. You know we are a 22-square-mile jurisdiction, 
we are not 100 square miles, 150 square miles, we do 
not have a lot of space in the way that other islands in 
the south have for flexibility, so we have a very fixed 
product to work with, Mr. Speaker. And because it is 
very fixed and somewhat finite most small changes 
matter. They can have broad impacts in ways that are 
not the same in a West Coast or an East Coast juris-
diction, some of which are even our competitors, like 
Newport and other areas of New England. Or even 
some of our cousins to the south who, despite being 
islands like us, have a lot more land, have a lot more 
space.  

As was said by an Honourable Member in this 
House, Mr. Speaker, earlier today on this same dis-
cussion, you know, we were told, Oh well, some extra 
parking in Hamilton is going to be provided. Well, 
there is no parking for most vehicles now in Hamil-
ton—car or bike. You have to search. So more space 
is going to be made? That still means that we are go-
ing to be potentially competing for space with these 
new products as they come. 

And perhaps, Mr. Speaker, there is a value 
with potentially having a sort of pilot operation or pilot 

programme initially for a period of time on this to help 
people to become comfortable. Whether it be the taxi 
operators, whether it be other people in the transpor-
tation business, whether it be the public in general, a 
sort of trial period where an operator was not neces-
sarily given an exclusive to have them here on-Island, 
but perhaps for a six-month period, somebody would 
have been allowed to have these vehicles and they be 
offered to visitors at a sort of reasonable rate to try out 
because we are piloting them in Bermuda to see if 
they will fit. And we will get feedback from those visi-
tors. 
 And then maybe after that six-month period 
everybody else who wishes to get involved would be 
allowed to come in and bring in products. But they 
would be based on real . . . kind of a period of as-
sessment that would allow everyone to be comforta-
ble. Because, you know, we do not know, despite 
what we are all saying on both sides. We do not know 
what the impact of this is going to be, really. We do 
not. The impact might end up being okay; but there 
also might be some things that happen that we do not 
anticipate. And I think part of that is built up, Mr. 
Speaker, as I said before, around the sensitivity 
around transportation in Bermuda because of the 
amount of transportation that we are exposed to. 

One of the other things (I will just jump 
around) is our issue around our friends to the south. 
You know, one of the unique things about Bermuda 
compared to the other jurisdictions to the south which 
have been referenced is that we actually have quite a 
few transportation offerings here, which is unique from 
many Caribbean islands. We have an actual real pub-
lic bus system that is open to access by visitors and is 
easily accessible for visitors as well as locals. And I 
have been to a few islands in the south and even 
where they have a sort of minibus system, most often 
they have a minibus system that you can get on. You 
know, you kind of have to really know what you are 
doing and know where you are going to be able to 
take advantage of it. We actually have a public bus 
system which is comparable in structure and opera-
tion to many of the metropolitan cities around the 
world, and that actually is a plus for us, I think.  

We also have . . . and it is perhaps a more re-
cent option, Mr. Speaker. We have minibuses which 
have come in just within recent years and are also a 
part of it. And, of course, we have taxis which are our 
legacy offering and the other pieces which are mostly 
private, privately run. So we have offerings that make 
us unique from our friends to the south that actually 
many visitors come here and like the fact that they 
can get on a bus and go from Hamilton to the South 
Shore quite easily or some of other attractions quite 
easily without having to . . . and can decide, Okay, my 
family wants to take a bus today, so we are going to 
take a bus because we want to see Bermuda from the 
bus standpoint. 
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Oh, my family, we want to take a taxi today 
because we want to . . . maybe a nice, exclusive taxi 
tour. 

Okay, oh no, I was told that the minibuses can 
help us out, we just want to go from A to B at a rea-
sonable rate. I’ll rent a minibus. I’ll look into renting a 
minibus. 

So even our visitors right now, Mr. Speaker, 
have many options. Now, I am not necessarily arguing 
against this measure. I am arguing for the concerns 
that have been raised around this measure, Mr. 
Speaker, that I think have to be taken on board by the 
Government. But I am not going to argue against the 
measure, which I have seen some of the Members on 
the other side have. They are almost downplaying 
what Bermuda already has in order to build up what 
they are doing here. You know, I have never been 
comfortable with that style of debate because it sug-
gests some intellectual— 
 
An Hon. Member: Dishonesty. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Not only dishonesty, but disa-
bility, frankly, that you have to destroy something to 
build up your own credibility. Argue your case in the 
face of whatever challenges you face and take out 
those arguments that challenge you one by one at a 
time to give credibility to your argument. Do not totally 
destroy and say, Well, that has absolutely no value 
and mine does, when actually you do not make your 
argument any better. 

So to argue that this Bill that we are doing, the 
Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act, I believe it is, is 
bringing something because everything else we have 
is just not satisfactory for the visitor, or that there is a 
complete total danger in any other option or unsuita-
bility or that visitors are really demanding something 
else . . . I have not seen any data or credible evidence 
to support that.  

But, again, I go back, Mr. Speaker. It is how 
this started. It is how this whole discussion started 
with a cloak-and-dagger effort to bring a Bill with an 
abysmal process of consultation and still perhaps not 
an effort to get all of the other stakeholders on board 
and comfortable with this process. 

Now that does not mean, Mr. Speaker, as I 
have said, because I am prepared to perhaps believe 
that this might actually be something that some peo-
ple might like. Some people actually just might like 
this, all right, Mr. Speaker? So I am prepared to say, 
as the Honourable Member said, you know, we can-
not be 100 per cent for everybody, but perhaps there 
are going to be 10 to 20 of the 100 that might just like 
this. And that is okay too, because we do have to be 
versatile. We do have to be able to have a number of 
choices and options available to our clients. But we 
also, Mr. Speaker, have to ensure that those who are 
our partners in this process, which are the Bermudi-
ans—despite what some Members of the Government 

might think or others . . . we do have to make sure 
that our Bermudians are happy in this process of tour-
ism. 
 
The Speaker: You have about 30 seconds left, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: And so let us move forward 
trying to get everybody on side, Mr. Speaker, so that 
this change, if it is going to come, will be something 
that we all can at least have a level of comfort with. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 

The Speaker: Just before you speak Honourable 
Member, I just want to recognise Senator Fahy, the 
Minister of Transport here. 
 
[Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016, second 
reading debate continuing] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honoura-
ble Minister for Home Affairs, Minister Gordon-
Pamplin. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I am going to commence my comments with 
the exact last comment that was made by the Hon-
ourable Member who just took his seat when he said 
that some people might like it and some people may 
not. 
 And basically, Mr. Speaker, it is important to 
say that those who do not like it will not use it. There 
is not any obligation on behalf of anybody coming to 
the Island to say that this will be your mode of 
transport, this will be the manner in which you will get 
around and, therefore, you are obligated to purchase 
the rental time for one of these vehicles. That is not 
the case. 
 I find in very interesting because the Honour-
able Member from [constituency] 6 who spoke earlier 
. . . I sometimes wonder what the thought process is 
that goes through the Honourable Member’s head 
when he stands on the floor, because I remember just 
not too long ago when he was beating his chest about 
some of the things that this One Bermuda Alliance 
Government is doing and how we are following in the 
footsteps because they provided concessions and 
now we are providing concessions. But yet his Lead-
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er’s statement indicated that this was a negative, that 
it was a negative. 
 So what is interesting here is the Honourable 
Member started today with his Michael Jackson anal-
ogy, his Michael Jackson saying, They don’t care 
about us. And by making that statement the question 
begs, which— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is asking me to sing it. I do not think I can, 
and I am not even going to try. Actually, I could if I 
wanted to, perhaps not as good as the Member from 
[constituency] 6, but I can sing, I think. 
 But let me just ask the question, when the taxi 
drivers, you know, and when he said they don’t care 
about us (speaking specifically to the taxi drivers) that 
“they” being the Government, was it not the Govern-
ment that introduced unregulated minibuses. And 
what have we done as an administration, as will have 
been seen in the Throne Speech, to indicate that we 
will bring in regulations for minibuses? So that is a 
situation in which you did not have regulations, you 
are saying that the taxi industry— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, [Madam Deputy] 
Speaker. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: And your point of order is? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, your point of order is? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That the Honourable Member 
is misleading in her facts. 
 It is actually a fact that this Government al-
so— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a point of clarification? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —of actually. Hmm? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a point of clarification? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: She is misleading the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: This [PLP] Government did 
begin the process of drafting regulations for the mini-
buses and they would have found those drafts and 
those proposals on their desks when they became 
Government in 2012. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: As I said, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, minibuses were introduced sans leg-
islation—regulation, sorry. There was nothing to regu-
late minibuses to give them a structure and a frame-
work under which to operate when they were allowed. 
They came on the roads in direct competition to the 
taxi industry and we did not hear . . . they just thought 
it was a good thing. And I am not knocking it at this 
point. But do not on the one hand say that we on this 
side do not care because this is another amenity that 
we are offering to visitors, and yet on the other hand 
say that they allowed full frontal competition to the taxi 
industry without regulation and somehow that is okay. 
 You know, I have kind of committed, almost 
you know, to saying that we will . . . I will not, in my 
debate, stand and say what you did and what you did 
not do. I am trying not to do that, but when we hear— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: When we hear 
blatant comments coming from Members opposite 
that are directly contradictory to what they have done 
and what it is that we are trying to do, it is very difficult 
not to reflect back and make that comparison. So I 
think it is important that we as a Government will be 
regulating the minibuses so that . . . you talk about 
who cares about them? We do care to try to create a 
balance. 
 But I appreciate the comment that was made 
by the Honourable Member who just spoke to the is-
sue of not having to undermine that which we have to 
suggest that what is coming up that is new is going to 
somehow . . . you know, that that is the only thing that 
needs to be considered, because that is not what we 
are doing. We recognise that in some circumstances 
the minicar, as identified in this legislation, may be 
appropriate. In other instances there are those who 
may still wish to ride the mopeds. There are others 
who will want to continue to take the legacy taxis, as 
the Honourable Member referred to. And there are 
some, in fact, who prefer to see Bermuda from the 
waterside, which is an absolutely fabulous experience, 
and utilise the ferries. So we do have integrated 
transportation possibilities, but what is wrong with of-
fering an amenity that people have asked for? 
 And, you know, I think that the Honourable 
Member did indicate that we are all in this together 
and that there is a partnership. But we need to make 
sure that we put together our best abilities with the 
partnership in order to create a situation which pays 
dividends. Because nobody wants to think that they 
have a partner and that the partner is creating a dimi-
nution in the value of that partnership. So, if we have 
to put something to embrace whatever we have to 
make it better—not to replace anything, but to make it 
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better, to enhance what we offer—then what is wrong 
with doing that? I think there is nothing wrong with 
doing that. 
 Nobody has said on this side of the aisle that 
we are going to throw out everything that exists, put 
taxi drivers out of business, put everybody else out of 
business because this is the new be-all [and] end-all. 
We have not said that. We have said that this is an 
amenity which will be offered to visitors coming in if 
they so choose. And we are not forcing anybody to do 
it. It just is what it is. 
 Let me also say that the Honourable Member 
from [constituency] 17 . . . no, sorry from [constituen-
cy] 15, was concerned that he had not had the ability 
to see some of the vehicles. I believe that his Shadow 
Minister for Transport actually did have the opportuni-
ty to see. And if the Honourable Member did not avail 
himself of the possibility of going to see what was be-
ing offered, he cannot fault anybody but himself. Be-
cause what is interesting . . . you know, I came into 
this Honourable House, Madam Deputy Speaker, from 
the perspective of being a Member of the Opposition. 
And when you are a Member of the Opposition you 
have to be entrepreneurial in how you approach your 
legislative responsibilities. As a Member of the Gov-
ernment, invariably you are spoon fed by permanent 
secretaries, by their representatives— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, if you will just hold 
on. I would appreciate the member who is about to 
leave the Gallery . . . you are not to be passing mes-
sages to anyone on this side of the House. And that 
will not happen again while I am sitting in this seat. 
 Thank you.  

Sorry, Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, thank 
you. 
 You know just to say . . . sorry, you totally 
made me lose my train of thought here.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: No, I was not end-
ing. 
 But let me just go on to the next point that I 
want to make. And I understand why Members oppo-
site would consider that everything that comes out 
from this side has some kind sinister implication, that 
there is some ulterior motive. And I think they perhaps 
became comfortable with that thought process be-
cause of the experiences that they had had.  

I think that we might remember, going back to 
the days of the cruise ship and port legislation, when it 
was told that this would not be taken up on a particu-
lar date—talk about bringing something in through the 
back door, under the table. And Members opposite 
were told, Well, you come in early so we can catch the 
Opposition unawares and catch them off guard, to the 

extent that, I remember very clearly, Members on that 
side, some of whom are still sitting here, said, This is 
my integrity at stake. I told the Opposition we would 
not be taking up this particular legislation and, there-
fore, I am not going to vote to support it. But that is a 
kind of underhanded or . . . sorry, less than open ex-
change that has occurred in this Chamber. So I un-
derstand why Members opposite would start to say 
that they have some concern. 
 And let me just say that the point that I was 
making was that as Members of the Government, they 
would have had the benefit of the services of perma-
nent secretaries and directors to feed them infor-
mation. When you become an Opposition Member 
you do not have those benefits, so you have to kind of 
find your way to do things. And I say that to just re-
mind the Honourable Member that, notwithstanding 
that the Shadow Minister of Transportation made him-
self available in order to find out what the offerings 
were with respect to these minicars, that if he did not, 
there was nobody to fault but himself. 
 Let me also suggest that we need to look at 
what the targeted market is with respect to these new 
vehicles that are coming in. We are talking about a 
150 cc, which is no different than the cycle that I ride 
to work. We are talking about something that has a 
maximum of 20 horsepower, 15 kilowatt (if it is the 
electrical kind). These are not big cars that might have 
been the thought process. I think the first thing that I 
heard about was something called a Twizy. That is not 
a car. It is not something that is going to be bombing 
around the highways and byways at 30 or 40 kilome-
tres. It is going to be something that is a maximum 
150 cc, maximum two passengers.  

And, as we heard an Honourable Member say 
a little earlier, it is difficult to get two people plus golf 
clubs in the same vehicle. So, you know, this is not 
competition for the taxi industry in terms of what it is 
intended to provide. 
 So I think that we have to start looking at be-
coming, perhaps, a jurisdiction of possibilities as op-
posed to continuously falling into the mindset of the 
opposition of no. Everything that comes out from this 
side is like, It’s not a good thing. No, you can’t do it. 
No, you shouldn’t do it . . . no, no, no, no, no, no, no. 
And you know, we had a debate . . . and I am not re-
flecting on the debate, but I just wanted to reflect on 
the structure in which, to a person, there was concern 
about a particular issue. And they all stood and spoke 
about it and when we got to Committee nobody ut-
tered one concern about the primary issue with which 
everybody had concern. Why? Because information 
was provided. So you do not just come . . . and they 
stood, we stood for hours and all we heard was no, 
no, no, no, no and then you realise that the “no” was 
ill-placed. 

So we want to ensure that we start working 
together. If we want to talk about a successful Bermu-
da, let us . . . I do not have a problem with criticism, 
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observation. That is not the problem at all. Let us not 
dig in our heels and automatically assume that every-
thing that comes out from this side is negative and the 
only thing that is worth considering is what Members 
opposite wish to advance. Because you cannot have 
an effective parliamentary process if that is the ap-
proach. 

The Honourable Member who just took his 
seat before me indicated in his presentation that it is a 
shame that the Honourable Member from [constituen-
cy] 31 was not the pitch man for this concept because 
he had a rather convincing argument. All I say is, let 
us start looking at the issues and not the individuals. I 
think that this is very important. If you have a prede-
termined mindset when somebody stands and opens 
their mouth, it is not . . . you know, listen to what 
comes out as opposed to what that person’s persona 
might bring. And I understand that, you know, there is 
suspicion with certain ones of us on this side. It is 
what it is, and we live with that. But with that said I 
think it is important that we put some of the realities of 
this legislation on the table. 

Now the one thing that concerns me is that of 
fatalities. And I think we have heard . . . you might 
recall, Madam Deputy Speaker, that Ice Queen in Pa-
get was a difficult sort of junction. You used to come 
to it at the base of Rural Hill and go in and then you 
would come out close on the more western side of the 
parking lot. And we had a very nasty and, in fact, fatal 
accident that occurred at that junction at one point in 
time. And immediately the proprietors of that estab-
lishment looked at how to better create a safe envi-
ronment for traffic to enter and to egress. And they 
changed around the entrance, being the farther west, 
and then the exit being a place where there was a 
better [line] of sight.  

Obviously, any time that somebody has an 
accident . . . the Honourable Member from [constitu-
ency] 31 said it very well, in that we want to make 
sure that the experience that our visitors have is . . . 
that the experience is a positive one. We do not want 
anybody to have a vacation ruined as a result. 

So if this type of vehicle works for them—I am 
not saying it is the only choice—but if this vehicle 
works for them, I do not see that there is anything 
wrong with providing that additional amenity. So I 
think that I would like to support this to say that I am 
pleased that we have had the opportunity to discuss 
this particular issue, to look at how we can enhance a 
visitor’s experience. 

Now, we heard about protectionism and what 
a Government’s responsibility is, and it was interest-
ing. The Honourable Member from [constituency] 31 
who brought up the idea of the reciprocity and the . . . 
I would not say a threat, but maybe a veiled threat, 
that came from the then-Consul General who was 
concerned about the fact that his diplomats were una-
ble to get some kind of vehicle access while they were 
here as we can get when we go [to the US]. And that 

was a very real challenge that we had to face. And we 
are still working through how best to ensure that our 
Bermudians are not disabled from the convenience 
that they want when they are travelling and they want 
to be able to travel conveniently when they want to.  

And I think that it is important that we, again, 
become more a Government of possibilities because 
we can work through . . . we are not saying that every 
person who comes on-Island, that there are going to 
be so many of these new vehicles that it will under-
mine the entire traffic structure. There are regs that 
will still be brought to have it as an overview of this 
legislation. And I think that it is very, very important 
that we continue to strike the delicate balance that is 
necessary between what we have and what it is that 
we are attempting to provide. 

So you know, convenience says a lot. I know 
certainly as a reasonably seasoned traveller when I 
go to a different jurisdiction, I want to be able to rent a 
car. Not because I do not like their taxis, but because I 
want to be able to come and go when I want to come 
and go. We do have a good integrated public 
transport system, provided that you are ready to move 
before midnight so you can get the buses. If you do 
not, then you are going to be out of luck. And I think 
that we have to . . . there are some people who may 
be out and they do not want to be leaving in order to 
catch the last bus. Added to which, the last bus wher-
ever it might be may not take them to their door. I 
know for a fact that if I had to take the bus to go 
home, if I got off at the nearest bus stop to my house, 
I have still got a 10 to 15 minute walk to get up the hill, 
around the corner, and into my house.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Absolutely. All up 
hill . . . all up hill . . . all up hill!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And the Honoura-
ble Member says overweight. One hundred per cent 
accurate, no problem with that. No argument with that, 
and I will absolutely accept that. But you have got to 
at least . . . at least a 10 minute— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, all up the hill 
and in high-heeled shoes.  

So maybe they may not be able to understand 
that and they may not be able to have that experi-
ence. But let us just say that there are times when 
people wish it to be a little bit more convenient and 
they do not necessarily want to be out after dark.  

It is interesting, I had a conversation just the 
last time that we met with the Honourable Member 
from constituency 29, when he spoke about the rum-
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ble strips on East Broadway and saying that he be-
lieved that they had a sort of a positive impact on the 
level of fatalities that existed on the roads. And as he 
said that I thought, you know, whatever we can do to 
enhance people’s experiences in traversing our high-
ways and byways, then we have to do it. We have to 
make sure that we create a safe environment. And if 
that assists in creating a reminder that there is, you 
know, a bend that is coming up that is going to be, 
that must be negotiated well in order to avoid a traffic 
accident, then that is what we need to do. 
 But if we are saying to our visitors that we are 
going to put you in something where you are protect-
ed, that if you do have a rain shower that you are still 
going to be dry, that you do not have to worry about 
being on a bike, and as the kids call it, decking out, 
and especially on that camper that exists going along 
East Broadway, then you know, let us at least look at 
how we can embrace it and try to create a positive 
experience for, not just our visitors, but bearing in 
mind the Honourable Member from [constituency] 14, 
the partnership, because these are also things that 
will be available, there is nothing that will preclude a 
Bermudian resident from going and renting one of 
these quadracycles if that works for them. 

And especially when you have a limited ability 
to have your car available for your college-age chil-
dren when they come home from school, there is 
nothing wrong with saying we will get them a quad-
racycle, we will get them something else. And I know, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I would rather see my child 
on a quadracycle than I would on a moped that might 
just frighten the life out of me because you do not 
know, not so much whether they are going to be care-
ful, but how careful the other road user will be. 

So with those few comments I would like to 
end my comments on this particular issue. But I think 
it is important that we highlight the fact that we are just 
trying to create an amenity, that we are not looking to 
reproduce what we have in transportation possibilities 
for our visitors. And let us see how we can embrace 
this to make it work and to make it work for every-
body. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act 
2016? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 30, Ms. L. K. Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the first thing I would 
like to say is that I actually have to agree with the 
Member from constituency 15 in terms of our ability to 
convey and communicate information about this Motor 

Car Act. I think that we, as a Government, have not 
done very well in terms of communicating and making 
people feel comfortable about some of the things that 
we want to do. Change makes people uncomfortable, 
and in order to make them feel comfortable you need 
to talk to them about what you are doing and allow 
them the time to adapt. 
 However, I do not think that the Government 
does not have good intentions. I think that we are do-
ing what we can do to try to boost the economy, to 
boost tourism, to get people here to create jobs. We 
are not tearing down what we have as existing prod-
ucts, we have got taxis, minibuses, regular buses. So 
what we want to do, as Minister Pat Gordon-Pamplin 
has said, is we want to enhance the suite of products 
that we do have. 
 When the minibuses first came out the taxi 
drivers were not comfortable with them, but they have 
somehow managed to coexist. And I am sure that 
they will manage to coexist with these little quadracy-
cles. The people that actually should be up in arms 
are the people that own the livery cycles because that 
is going to have a greater impact on them than it will 
the taxi drivers. 
 The taxi drivers will still be able to get their 
fares. They will still be able to have the long trips to 
and from the airport because, from what I understand, 
although I have not seen the quadracycle, they will not 
be able to take luggage or transport any big items in 
them.  
 And the reality is some people will use them 
and some people will not. I know that when I have 
guests come, I do not like to have to transport them all 
over the place, especially when I am working. So this 
will allow them the ability to move around the Island 
freely and to get around and see things that they 
might not be able to see because I will not have the 
time to take them.  
 So I think, though we may have started out 
wrong, that we are going to end up right and I think 
that this is a good thing and I think that we all should 
support it. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I am going to, like my colleague across the 
aisle, probably be somewhat brief myself. 

You know I just find it unfortunate in this 
House that at a time when statistics now indicate that 
both the global ice shelves in the Antarctic and in the 
Arctic are shrinking . . . in fact, the Arctic shelf as of 
November has reached its greatest level of depletion. 
What this means is that the prospects of global warm-
ing increasing is definitely on the cards, I should say. 
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And the reason why I bring this up, people 
may be listening over the airwaves here and in the 
House, and thinking that I am going off on a tangent. 
Frankly, I am not, because I am tying it right back to 
this Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act. I am very dis-
appointed that at a time when there is a global focus 
on the impact of global warming on the environment 
and a call for the concomitant reduction in greenhouse 
emissions globally . . . we know about the Paris 
[Agreement] that was recently agreed to. We are find-
ing our Government proposing to allow another set of 
vehicles that will be emitting greenhouse gases by 
way of being fuelled by fossil fuels. I just think that is 
unfortunate. 

I would have been far happier with this Bill if 
we would have been a little bit more ambitious by pro-
posing that only vehicles generated by way of electri-
cal power or electricity-driven vehicles were going to 
be allowed. They have made a decision here to also 
go with more traditionally powered vehicles in terms of 
these minicars that are going to be driven by way of 
fossil fuels. And so that is a missed opportunity for 
me, and I would ask the Government to reconsider 
that. 

Technological change is another issue that I 
want to convey here. It is nothing that I think we can 
avoid. I will concede that processes that afford greater 
efficiencies may not necessarily be always welcome 
because there is a trade-off, for example. And so we 
need to be careful about that. But the reality is that the 
world is moving in another direction, particularly as it 
relates to the transportation industry itself. We know 
that there is an enormous amount of investment going 
into the development of autonomous vehicles. Major 
industrial players within the car industry, such as Tes-
la, General Motors, Daimler-Benz, BMW, Ford, they 
are all investing heavily in this technology. We could 
very well find that within the next 10 years, particularly 
in the taxi transportation industry, that taxis them-
selves increasingly will be autonomous vehicles 
providing transportation. 

In addition, we know that the technological 
disruption represented by companies which are now 
global players, such as Uber and Lyft . . . someone 
mentioned earlier about our own, sort of, perhaps ver-
sion of it, that being HITCH in the local market. That is 
another example of this. So even for our brothers and 
sisters out there, many of us are deeply connected 
with those in the taxi industry because this plays such 
a vital role within our communities, our households, 
particularly within our labour market and our economy 
that we cannot bury our heads in the sand. Change is 
inevitable. 
 
[Hon. K.H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: With respect to this Bill, Mr. 
Speaker, I do know that there will be some within the 
taxi industry that are necessarily opposed to it. But 

that does not mean that all taxi drivers are opposed to 
it. Some do not feel this represents a competitive 
threat directly at that level to themselves. So I think 
we need to take a more nuanced view here. 

The other thing that I want to just bring atten-
tion to that I was very happy about is the fact that . . . I 
think it was last week someone alluded to it, one of 
the Members. You had a group of young black entre-
preneurs looking to get into this market. I do not think 
that we should just dismiss that or blithely ignore their 
ambitions in this regard. So, having said that, it means 
that I am not going to be necessarily opposed to the 
legislation itself, although I have concerns.  

I think that what they are proposing is great. 
Their vehicles will be electrically powered. I believe 
there are three-wheeled vehicles, three- and four-
wheeled vehicles. And I saw, you know, at the end of 
the day, the Government perhaps will have its way. 
But if that is the case and the Bill does pass, then I am 
very happy for the fact that we are going to have 
these young black entrepreneurs who seem poised—
Mr. Bulford from Somerset and his colleagues—to be 
major players in this industry. 

Again, getting back to concerns, I think we 
have to be very cognisant of the fact that congestion 
on our roads will perhaps be impacted by this. Be-
cause what we are going to have is not only the 
growth of this market sector, this industry in our coun-
try, but that will be superimposed (if you will) upon the 
fact that many of the livery cycle companies will also 
still be marketing and renting their wares, their livery 
cycles, mopeds and other types of related vehicles in 
the Bermuda market. And so will we eventually see 
these livery companies also wanting to get into this 
market sector? I think that is going to be inevitable 
and something that we will have to take a look at. 

But my point about the congestion is that we 
have got to understand that we now have mega ships, 
super mega ships, I would say, coming in here on a 
regular basis. When you talk about passengers and 
crew combined, we could be seeing anywhere from 
7,000 to 8,000 individuals that are on some of these 
ships. It is extraordinary. Back 10 years ago when I 
was involved with my company with the cruise ship 
industry myself, a mega ship was a ship that had 
maybe 2,500 to 3,000 passengers, 10 to 15 years 
ago. It is more than double that now in terms of size 
and we are seeing them parked up here weekly or two 
and three times a week now during the height of the 
season. So, not only will we be seeing these vehicles, 
which are going to perforce take up more space on 
our roads, they are significantly larger than the mo-
ped. 

When the economy begins to come back—
and we all look forward to that—in a very robust way, 
we all know what it looked like on Bermuda roads go-
ing back seven or eight years ago. So if we have a 
rebound in our economy to such an extent that we are 
going to see greater numbers of people coming here 
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taking up residence, working in Bermuda, we are go-
ing to see more Bermudians, again, working full time 
and being able to purchase vehicles, and to a larger 
extent than may exist now. And so this could be an-
other major issue down the road in terms of conges-
tion as some of my colleagues have pointed out. 

Again, in terms of the taxi industry, we must 
not ignore their concerns. They are valid. As I said 
before they play a very key role in our economy. And 
for many households the earnings that are generated 
by our taxi operators and drivers represents significant 
revenue for these households and we should not ig-
nore that and we should always look to look out for 
their interests in that regard. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 28, MP Jeff Sousa. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: —and those in the House and those 
in the listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, I feel this legislation is far over-
due and I do take offence to some on the other side 
stating that we do not care. I hear that quite often 
coming from those on that side. Mr. Speaker, we are 
doing this because we do care—all of us—and for 
many reasons. Number one, we want to see the tour-
ism, the hospitality industry, get better and improve in 
this country. And by doing that, Mr. Speaker, that 
benefits each and every one of us on this Island. 
 Likewise, we have heard many today talk 
about the safety issue. And, of course, myself being 
on the road more than most in the House, I likewise 
have picked up many of these tourists on the ground. 
What we must realise is that many of our closest 
neighbours in the United States have never been on a 
bike before in their life. So coming here and getting on 
a small little moped on smaller roads is quite intimidat-
ing for them. But by being on these vehicles which I 
understand many of them have four wheels, they are 
going to be much more comfortable with riding these 
vehicles. 
 And, of course, I also heard many say that 
consultation never took place. Well, Mr. Speaker, I 
personally spoke with many of the taxi drivers along 
with the Minister of Transport and we explained to 
them in large groups, you know, in small numbers, 
what this was about. Of course, the initial threat to 
them was when, as my fellow Cowboy fan, former 
Minister Crockwell had said, that when the word “rent” 
a car came up, that really threw them off. Many of our 
taxi drivers were thinking there will be Hertz and Avis 

out at the airport and this never was proposed and 
never was an idea. And, of course, Mr. Speaker, I 
have many cousins that drive taxis. My grandfather 
was one of the first taxi drivers, T13. So I understand 
their concerns and I, likewise, have been speaking 
with them. But if we are looking to be a first-class tour-
ist destination again, we need to do things like this 
because the tourists of today do want choices. 
 And, again, you know, I have heard issues 
mentioned about where we are going to park them 
and we have heard earlier today that there is going to 
be additional parking at Bull’s Head. Likewise, I do 
know that the hotels, particularly the major hotels, will 
be accommodating some additional parking. And 
likewise even the Government would have to look at 
this with some of our major beaches and so on. 

So I just want to say, once again, particularly 
for the listening audience, that consultation did take 
place numerous times on a one-on-one basis. Actual-
ly, I am meeting with a taxi driver tomorrow in my of-
fice. But consultation has taken place quite often. And 
I do feel that this legislation is good for Bermuda. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Leader of the 
Opposition from constituency 18, MP David Burt. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, a few times I think I have stood 
to my feet and told this story, but I am going to tell the 
story again. And it is a story of when I canvassed in-
side of Pembroke West Central when I was running 
up to the election and there would always be this joke 
I would tell because people would ask me how I felt 
about gaming in Bermuda. And I would say, Well, with 
regard to gaming I am in favour of gaming, absolutely, 
and I have been in favour for a while. But in Bermuda 
we have a propensity at some points in time to be 
suspicious and resisting change. And the analogy that 
I always drew was that I said that I am sure that in 
1951 when there was the importing of cars and the 
Motor Car Act, I am sure there were a whole lot of 
people that were against cars being in Bermuda. And 
so that is just the nature of some . . . it is kind of like a 
unique quirk, I guess, of being Bermudian, the re-
sistance to change. And I think that is a reason why in 
a lot of ways that we have some of the challenges 
which we have like that. 
 But at the same point in time and in agree-
ment with the Honourable Member for constituency 30 
who took to her feet a short while ago, and with my 
Deputy who says that the reason why we somehow 
seem to have such challenges in this approach is that 
the Government cannot seem to get it right when it 
comes to consultation. It cannot seem to get it right 
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when it comes to communication. It cannot seem to 
get it right when it comes to understanding the fact 
that you must have the support of the people before 
you move things forward. 
 And that is the challenge, Mr. Speaker, that 
we are constantly faced with by this Government. And 
the only reason we are here doing this now is be-
cause the first time they did it they got taxi drivers in 
this country to drop tools.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will declare my interest 
as a taxi owner. It takes a lot to get a taxi driver to say 
that they are not going to drive a taxi on a Friday night 
during the summer. That takes a lot. But taxi drivers 
felt as though their livelihood was under attack by this 
Government, a Government which, I would say, came 
into office promising all and sundry to taxi drivers. I 
remember that pledge that they had in their One Ber-
muda Alliance platform, Mr. Speaker, talking about 
how they are going to make GPS optional? It is not 
optional anymore. But we know that the One Bermuda 
Alliance goes back on their promises very quickly. 
That is what they do. They contradict themselves and 
make no apologies for it. 
 So it should come as no surprise that the taxi 
drivers do not trust the One Bermuda Alliance, or trust 
their intentions. Now, I note that the Minister’s brief, 
even though there were some press statements earli-
er about certain supports from certain segments of the 
taxi industry on this, but I note the Minister’s brief 
does not say that the Government has the approval of 
the taxi drivers. It says that we have consulted to 
make them aware because I know that many taxi 
drivers and many taxi associations, of which there is 
more than one, oppose this. But I get it. It is the same 
reason that the Honourable Minister of Economic De-
velopment might oppose more insurance companies 
or more car dealerships, the same reason why the 
Honourable Premier might oppose more people sell-
ing milk or importing milk, the same reason why the 
Honourable Member from constituency 14 might be 
opposed to more people selling cars or importing used 
cars—because it is competition. 
 However, Mr. Speaker, from an economic 
perspective what we have to understand is increased 
competition tends to make economies stronger. And it 
is a challenge that we have to come to grips with. And 
it is something that we have to be very clear about 
when we speak insofar as the way in which we want 
to go forward. 

So, no, we cannot be resistant to change. And 
I want to make it clear that in the Progressive Labour 
Party we are not resistant to change. But not being 
resistant to change does not mean that you cannot 
put forward reasonable concerns which come out of 
this Bill. And what we are embarking on, Mr. Speaker, 
is that we are embarking on something that has never 
happened before, that this is a change and we do not 
know what the impacts may be. And so the concerns 
that have to be expressed are whether or not, with no 

limits that are being placed on these vehicles, if we 
may run into unintended consequences, if we may 
want to go with a slowly, slowly approach before we 
go to, Okay, everyone, [and] you have a free-for-all. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]   
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, and there is a challenge, of 
course, also with us considering this without knowing 
or understanding what the regulations may contain. 
The regulations which will come from negative resolu-
tion, which as you know, Mr. Speaker, we never get to 
see up here. Because our rules and the Statutory In-
struments Act state that negative resolutions must be 
tabled in this Parliament. And Mr. Speaker, this Gov-
ernment probably has tabled about 10 per cent of the 
negative resolutions that they have ever made, a point 
that I have gotten up on my feet many times in this 
Parliament and said, but yet the One Bermuda Alli-
ance just continues to go on, continues to ignore laws, 
continues to ignore consultation, continues to put 
things through. And we hope that they learn from their 
mistakes, but as we see with this Bill they have not. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the concerns that were 
raised by the Honourable Shadow Minister and others 
on this side are valid. We certainly have to be con-
cerned about safety on our roads and these vehi-
cles—without question. And to hear the Honourable 
Minister for Home Affairs, I think she has had about 
four or five portfolios, but the Honourable Minister for 
Home Affairs got up and talked about, Oh, these 
aren’t going to be vehicles that are going to go 
40 kilometres per hour on our roads. She is just mak-
ing things up as usual, because the Renault Twizy 
has a max speed of 80 kilometres per hour, which is 
far in excess of our speed limits, as do many vehicles. 
So to dismiss the concern that we have about safety 
on our roads, about persons now having vehicles that 
will have more propensity to cause damage and harm 
because they are larger and have more weight than a 
simple livery cycle, it does not make sense. So these 
are legitimate concerns. 

There have to be concerns, of course, about 
parking and congestion on our roads and with parking. 
It certainly is a valid concern that needs to be raised. 
And when we are talking about a free-for-all, then yes, 
it is a concern. So we want to know what the Govern-
ment plans to do to address that, we want to know 
what the Government plans to do with that because 
especially if we are talking about this in Dockyard be-
cause there has been some certain back and forth. 
Because we have heard from the taxi drivers that the 
Government has represented to them that there will 
not be any of these businesses in Dockyard, yet we 
hear Members of the One Bermuda Alliance talking 
about these vehicles coming out of Dockyard. So 
which one is it? Is it Dockyard, yes; or Dockyard, no? 
Or is this, as the Honourable Member from constitu-
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ency 14 says, the One Bermuda Alliance contradicting 
themselves and making no apologies for it?  

The clarity must come, Mr. Speaker, and we 
need to understand where the Government is going 
with this. And I would also like to echo another con-
cern about the environmental impact. Because you 
have heard in our Throne Speech Reply about the 
need to make certain that we are conscious of reduc-
ing our carbon emissions. And understanding that 
there are numerous entrepreneurs, some who may 
wish to go electrical and some who may not, but it is 
something that we need to move to in order to make 
sure that we are using less and less fossil fuels and 
more of the renewable energies that we have. So I 
think that is something that is also important . . . and 
reducing our carbon footprint, whether it be with these 
vehicles and the possibility of them being electronic. 
But I understand, and we cannot get there just now 
because even that, Mr. Speaker, will reduce the 
amount of persons who may be able to compete in-
side this space.  

And that is where I want to close, Mr. Speak-
er, because we have some of the entrepreneurs who 
are looking to do some of these things in our audience 
today. I just had a conversation with Justin Robinson 
and will have conversations with other persons. Many 
Members on this side have spoken about persons 
who are involved in this who are members of the Pro-
gressive Labour Party, who are former officers of the 
Progressive Labour Party. So we are not opposing 
them having the ability to be entrepreneurs, to create 
jobs, to create income and to extract more tourist dol-
lars from the tourists. We have to do a better job of 
being able to extract more tourist dollars from the tour-
ists, Mr. Speaker, but it still does not mean that we 
cannot raise legitimate concerns to ensure that this 
item in its implementation does not have any adverse 
impacts. And we need to make sure that we are very 
considerate of what that counts. 

So I would encourage the Government to 
adopt a slowly, slowly approach. I would encourage 
the Government also to ensure that whatever regula-
tions they have, that there is consultation on those as 
well. And I would ask to make sure that unlike the 
numerous negative resolution changes to financial 
systems policies and all the rest which the Govern-
ment does which they do not table in this House, that 
the Minister of Economic Development who is speak-
ing, and the Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of 
Transport is here, I would ask that when those regula-
tions are made if they could be tabled in this Parlia-
ment so at least the public can know and see what is 
going to be tabled. 

But with that, Mr. Speaker, I think we have 
beaten this horse a lot today and I think that we can 
move onto to other issues. But I would hope that the 
Government would consider this very carefully, but 
when it comes to competition, when it comes to young 
people being entrepreneurs, we want to support that 

as much as possible, making sure without, of course, 
the negative impacts. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Leader 
of the Opposition. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Premier. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good afternoon to colleagues. 
 The Opposition Leader gave me a chuckle 
when he talks about consultation and trust, and I just 
thought back very quickly of maybe they have learned 
a lesson about the need to consult after Uighurs— 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, stop. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —were ordered to this 
Island under the cover of darkness . . . and the Mem-
bers on the other side said, Oh, stop.— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But they can have a point 
of order. They can have a point of order if they want to 
correct me, but there will be no point of order over 
there.  

And talk about trust, the Opposition Leader 
talks about trust, but I recall what some of his former 
colleagues said no less than two weeks ago about 
that Honourable Member over there. 
 And the Opposition Leader very boisterously 
talks about regulations not being able to be seen. 
Well, they are published in official Gazettes and any 
Member of this House can table them for debate. And 
may I also remind the Opposition Leader that this 
Government is more open and more transparent than 
that Government could ever dream of being, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We implemented PATI . . . 
and I must be hitting a nerve because we have people 
over there who seem to have woken up. We imple-
mented PATI so information could be easily and readi-
ly available to the people, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, in regard to the Motor Car 
Amendment [No. 2] Act 2016 which we debate this 
afternoon, it is one of two approaches by the Opposi-
tion. A tired and typical approach where, Well, we 
support it but . . . but . . . but. And then they give 
veiled support for it and the longer this debate goes 
on it seems they are circling right back around. The 
second approach is that they say that this Govern-
ment, this caring and compassionate Government, 
really does not care about the people. Well, Mr. 
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Speaker, we can have that debate at another time, or 
we can have it on the motion to adjourn tonight. But 
everything that we do is with the view of making Ber-
muda and all Bermudians better off as we move for-
ward. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, the list is long on the pro-
gress that we have made. And there have been some 
allusions to what has taken place in the last couple of 
years in Bermuda. But, clearly, the progress that we 
have made to improve Bermuda and the opportunity 
for Bermudians is there, from ending the great reces-
sion, to bringing cruise ships into St. George’s—when 
they said it could not be done—to pumping hundreds 
of thousands of dollars into Cash Back [for Communi-
ties] to helping needy people in our community. And 
you know the Honourable Members laugh . . . they 
laugh at progress. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, I find it childish and churl-
ish that people will laugh at progress. And the list 
goes on and on. You talk about entrepreneurs, what 
about the microloans for the business people, small 
business people and entrepreneurs? 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this Bill is supported by this 
side because we have had consultation across the 
board with the transportation industry and with the 
hospitality industry. And I accept that there are some 
challenges we will have to work through. I accept that 
there are some taxi owners and drivers who are a bit 
nervous about this change, but I have to congratulate 
the former Minister for looking at this approach and 
congratulate Minister Fahy for actually making it hap-
pen and going out, with the support of his colleagues, 
going out and making the consultation happen. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister who 
introduced this Bill, the very capable and hard-working 
Minister Gibbons, spoke about in his brief that there is 
always an opportunity to move forward and never, 
never should we rest on our laurels. Well, Mr. Speak-
er, it is very clear that we live in a world where change 
is very rapid. And we live in a world where communi-
ties and countries certainly look to move forward, and 
they do not care about outside of their realm of re-
sponsibility or outside of their community or onto other 
shores. And obviously in Bermuda if we do not take 
care of ourselves, then we will be steamrolled. And to 
some extent that has happened in the past with tour-
ism because we have taken our eye off the ball.  

But now under this Government there is a re-
newed focus on making sure that we stay at the cut-
ting edge. And now that we see a significant rebound 
in tourism, which colleagues have talked about it . . . 
and, you know, the Honourable Members keep chirp-
ing from the other side about various things. But there 
is a significant rebound in tourism. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, in spite of those chirps I will 
say that rebound will continue next year because the 
BTA has a plan that they have worked with Govern-
ment and it is going to be successful going forward. 
But it does not mean that we can ever rest on our lau-

rels because we fell back because we took our eye off 
the ball. 
 And so with the tourism development we see, 
with the expanded seat capacity to Bermuda, with the 
renovations and the refurbishment and the building of 
hotels from the East End of the Island to the West End 
of the Island, we need to make sure that we provide 
the people who come to Bermuda with some of the 
amenities that they would expect to find. And this is 
one of them that we have seen calls for by people 
who have visited our Island, and we believe that it will 
support and it will strengthen our transportation indus-
try. It will be . . . at the start, they will have to be li-
censed just like the livery cycles now. And the Hon-
ourable Minister did show that the livery cycles have 
dropped drastically from 6,000 to 2,000 cycles. And 
Mr. Speaker, you have to ask, why is that the case? 
Well, obviously, I am sure there is a decrease, be-
cause the number is down, so less people [are] hav-
ing that demand. But I also believe that because of 
the size of our roads, the size of vehicles and the 
[winding] roads that we have, the narrowness of the 
roads, that safety is a big concern. 
 And let us face it, Mr. Speaker, too many of us 
in Bermuda drive way too recklessly. It is unbelievable 
just how bad our driving habits are. And so when our 
visitors come here, when they spend a lot of money to 
get here, when they work hard to come to Bermuda 
and they want to relax, they want to unwind, or they 
want to have some exciting adventure that you can 
find from one end of the Island to the other, safety on 
the roads is important. Thank God for our taxi drivers 
who provide that comfort and that transport. 
 And you know, Mr. Speaker, there has been a 
lot of talk about taxi drivers. Let me just take this op-
portunity to thank the taxi drivers for being Bermuda’s 
most prominent ambassadors. I talk to visitors all the 
time about the service they get in Bermuda and they 
always talk about our taxi drivers, just how knowl-
edgeable they are about the product that they have to 
sell, how friendly they are for everyone in the car, and 
how they go above and beyond the call of duty. That 
is the general reputation we have, and it certainly is 
heart-warming to see that that is actually the case. 
 But we also know that while taxis can meet 
the needs of people, when visitors come they always 
want to look at other opportunities open to them. And I 
think this Bill here today creates a small niche so we 
can take care of some of the needs of the people, al-
leviate some of their concerns about safety, and we 
have to do it.  

My honourable colleague, MP Pettingill, from 
constituency 25, talked about a visit that he had to the 
Amalfi Coast. I was fortunate enough to go there ear-
lier this year with my family, Mr. Speaker, and I was 
blown away at just how treacherous their roads are. I 
have never seen [winding], hazardous roads like that. 
If you touch a curb and you go down, you are going 
down a couple of hundred feet—and they are not go-
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ing to find you. And the way they drive there is unbe-
lievable. They are motoring at very fast speeds. It is 
very difficult to drive there if you do not know the wind-
ing roads and the hazard of the conditions and if you 
take your mind off the road and you look at the beauty 
of the place—because it is very beautiful.  

So while I was there, I would never even think 
about renting a vehicle there. I made sure that my 
family and I always had somebody to take us around 
from place to place because I knew that it would be 
dangerous for me to drive: (1) because I would want 
to see the beauty, and (2) those roads were very 
treacherous. But what I found, though, was that their 
transportation [industry] found many different ways to 
cater to the people there. They gave them the oppor-
tunity to do that, and that is what we need to do in 
Bermuda. And that is what this Bill here does today. It 
provides an opportunity for a different form of trans-
portation, still in support of the transportation industry 
generally in Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, there has been some talk by 
colleagues on both sides of the House about entre-
preneurship. I have no doubt that with the passage of 
this Bill and the implementation of the regulations and 
us moving forward that this will provide opportunity. It 
will provide entrepreneurship. It will provide jobs all 
across the board. It will expand the ability of transport 
to cater to our needs, and also to make sure that peo-
ple can get involved in something. The Honourable 
Members on that side and this side have talked about 
young Bermudians wanting to get involved with vehi-
cles that they have seen. I think this is good. 

Remember, we are on the upswing now. We 
are going to have more people coming to this Island, 
we are going to have more need for transportation 
options, and yes, traffic will increase a bit. And yes, 
there will be some parking challenges. But we can 
work through those because the numbers have been 
down so far. And I think we can work through those 
and we can get more and more of our people back to 
work.  

We can offer exciting initiatives to the people 
that we bring to the Island. That is all about what 
Bermuda is now, changing from the old staid place 
where it maybe was my grandmother’s holiday to 
come to Bermuda, to giving the experience that any-
one wants. You can still be my grandmother and want 
to come here for a holiday and sit off on the beach on 
a beautiful November day and read a book. And you 
can still be the young person, like our daughters, who 
want to come to this Island and get out and see some 
excitement—go cliff diving, go have some of those 
types of experiences. There is a lot to Bermuda. We 
are now starting to cater to all the needs of the people 
we want to attract to Bermuda and we can compete 
with our other jurisdictions around here. 

So this Bill, Mr. Speaker, after fulsome de-
bate, I am glad that we brought it here. I thank the 
Minister who sits in another place for the work that he 

has done. I thank the Minister here who is leading the 
Bill through. And this Bill is a very positive step for the 
people of Bermuda. And I thank all of those in the 
transportation industry for working with us to make 
this happen. This is a better day for Bermuda as we 
move forward. It is all about opportunity, entrepre-
neurship, and jobs. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier. 
 The Chair will now revert back to the proposer 
of the Bill, Dr. Gibbons, the Minister for Economic De-
velopment. 
 You have the floor. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and I thank honourable colleagues on both 
sides of the House for their contributions. I cannot say 
that I agreed with some of them, but I think it was a 
good debate. 
 Actually, I was a little surprised. But then I had 
to smile when the Leader of the Opposition stood up 
to do some damage control, the Honourable Member 
from [constituency] 18. That Honourable Member, I 
think, as most of us have noticed, has been, I will say 
almost desperately, trying to rebrand his party as for-
ward-thinking and progressive, embracing FinTech 
and all sorts of new technology and the rest of it. And 
yet . . . and yet . . . and yet when the opportunity came 
to embrace a new idea, to essentially try and move us 
forward from a transportation perspective with respect 
to tourism, most of the Members on the other side 
could do nothing but find problems with it. So, I think 
the issue is leopards do not change their spots. When 
push comes to shove, you see exactly where people 
are coming from. 
 John Cage, a musician, had a nice saying 
which I kind of enjoy, it says, I don’t know why people 
are concerned about new ideas, it’s the old ideas that 
frighten me. And I think that speaks volumes to what 
is going on. And I will say that the Honourable Mem-
ber, the Leader of the Opposition, did try and straddle 
the fence there a little bit saying that, obviously, they 
wanted to move forward and the rest of it. But, clearly, 
there has been sort of an undertone all day, particular-
ly from the Honourable [Shadow Minister] who speaks 
for Transport over there in [constituency] 24, that all 
they could do was find problems with it. And so I think 
the issue . . . things have not changed very much at 
all. 
 But I think as Honourable Members, particu-
larly on this side, were saying, look, you know, we are 
either in the tourism business or we are not. And I will 
address some of the issues here, but I think, Mr. 
Speaker, you have seen it and other Honourable 
Members in the House have as well. We have seen in 
the last sort of year or so a real bump in the younger 
demographics—some of them have called them the 
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Millennials and the rest of it—but it is the 25- to 35-
year-old group, and those are often the ones that are 
coming with families and young families. 

And the Shadow Minister has seen it. I have 
had a look at a couple of examples of the minicars 
that we are talking about here and they present a 
much better alternative for young families, particularly 
those with children. We have often seen visitors with a 
young child on the back of a livery cycle. And I think 
most of us kind of hold our breath about that. I am not 
going to even speak about what some local Bermudi-
ans do when they put the young child in front of them 
on the scooter. I think that is an entirely different is-
sue. But, you know, when you have got a visitor who 
has, perhaps, not been on a bicycle in some time and 
is riding with a small toddler or a small child, it really 
worries you.  

So, you know, these are alternatives, particu-
larly if we are catering to visitors with families who 
really either cannot afford or do not wish to have a taxi 
all day and, you know, but want to get a young family 
around. It is an alternative which I think we have to 
look at and, in fact, one of these vehicles even has an 
airbag in it. 

So, I think when we are talking about this 
younger group, they are adventuresome. I think a lot 
of visitors who have ridden livery cycles here kind of 
like the adventure of it. It is an appeal of Bermuda. But 
I think, as Honourable Members have said, let us face 
it, our roads are getting more congested, more diffi-
cult, not all of our fellow countrymen drive with safety 
in mind. And I think this is something that is going to 
help to increase the volume of tourists because it pro-
vides more options, more amenities, and at the end of 
the day, I think it is actually going to provide more 
business for taxi drivers and others. 

So, it is not something which we should be 
necessarily fearful of because there will be protections 
in place, and I will speak to some of those in a few 
minutes. But I think we need to be forward-looking 
and we cannot, every time a new idea comes up, think 
of a hundred different reasons why we should not do 
it. That is not what moved Bermuda forward over the 
centuries, over the generations. It was people seeing 
opportunities and moving forward. And this is an op-
portunity in many ways, not only to strengthen our 
tourism product, but certainly also to provide opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs if we like. 

As one honourable colleague said, I think the 
ones that probably need to have a very clear look at 
this are the liveries because they have dropped from 
some 6,000 cycles down to about 2,000. My under-
standing is that there are only about five liveries still in 
business. So, this may be for them an opportunity as 
well to create jobs and to essentially provide a service 
for visitors as well. 

I think the other thing that certainly bothered 
me, particularly coming from the Honourable Member 
in constituency 6, is this kind of repeated thing about 

the Government doesn’t care and that is why we have 
done this. I think, Mr. Speaker, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth because I think had we not cared, 
had the Minister not cared . . . I can remember when 
the Bill was first put down. There was a lot of concern 
and aggravation about it. I think a lot of that was due 
to misinformation, and I will lay some of that at the 
feet of the Shadow Minister out there. Yes, we could 
have probably done a better job, but I do not think 
people saw it as a huge change in any respect. So I 
think that is a lesson learned. 

But in terms of not caring, Mr. Speaker, you 
know the movie Men in Black, when Will Smith and 
Tommy Lee Jones saw an alien and there were sort of 
normal people that also saw the alien, they had this 
device, I think it is called a neuralyzer, where they ac-
tually sprayed them so they would forget everything. I 
think someone sprayed the Opposition on some of 
these issues so they would have sort of collective am-
nesia here. Because, Mr. Speaker, you remember 
going back a few years, just the huge anxiety and an-
ger around GPS [Global Positioning System]. I do not 
think the Government of the day, and the Honourable 
Member from [constituency] 18, Mr. Burt, [who] was a 
Member of that Government, cared at all when they 
rammed through GPS. There was almost no consulta-
tion there. It was, We’re gonna drag them kicking and 
screaming into the 21st century whether they like it or 
not. So, the question is, did the former Government 
care when they pushed through GPS? 

At least this Government, Mr. Speaker, when 
it was clear that there was concern about it, we 
backed off. I can remember the Premier and I outside 
the House— 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: —I think Leo Sim-
mons— 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order. I call attention to— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: —Standing Order 19(11), and I 
ask to offer the Member clarification in regard to . . . 
he was talking about backing off. His Government has 
made GPS mandatory. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member seems to forget it was the former Govern-
ment that made GPS mandatory. 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: The former Gov-
ernment, Mr. Speaker. And I think— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: But it does prove a 
point in a way. It proves a point that sometimes peo-
ple find that as they get adjusted to things it is not as 
bad as they originally thought it was. And I think we 
have perhaps seen a similar scenario here—a huge 
misunderstanding in the beginning on this when it was 
first tabled. The Honourable Member, [the Shadow 
Minister] who speaks for Transport was out running 
his mouth about rental cars and all the rest of it. Taxi 
drivers were very concerned. But we were met when 
the legislation went down and we . . . I was ap-
proached, as well as the Premier, outside by Leo 
Simmons and others who said, Please don’t push this 
through. Let’s talk about it. And we agreed to do that. 

And the Honourable Member who is respon-
sible for it in another place met on multiple occasions 
with the Bermuda Taxi Owners Association. Leo 
Simmons has actually supported this even with a 
press release. In the meantime, they have talked to 
. . . as well as the dispatch companies and the Mini-
bus Association as well, Mr. Burgess. So I think peo-
ple, now that they understand what it is about, do not 
seem to have much of an objection. Am I saying that 
every— 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, what is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I am actually in communication 
with Mr. Leo Simmons right now, and he said that he 
agreed with this under the fact that they were not go-
ing to be coming out of Dockyard and that negative 
resolution would be taken out of the Bill. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Those amendments are not 
here so, therefore, he does not agree with it. So, 
therefore, it cannot— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! Ooh! Ooh! 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Carry on, Dr. Gibbons. 

 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, pray for mercy! 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I think the issue 
was— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: —that I was getting 
to— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 Carry on please, Dr. Gibbons. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. The issue that 
I am speaking to is the issue of sort of understanding 
what it is all about. And I think it is fair to say that 
there was a lot of misinformation out there and a lot of 
communication which, unfortunately, had to happen 
after the first piece of legislation was put down.  
 As far as the changes were concerned, they 
were minimal. It was simply a reduction—and this was 
at the request of the Bermuda Taxi Owners Associa-
tion—that the length be shortened and that was by 
five inches. So it went down from 120 down to 115. 
 So let me tackle some of the other issues that 
I think have been raised in the debate today. The first 
one was congestion. And I think there has been some 
discussion about it, but the numbers (as they have 
been explained to me) are that we now have 3,523 
fewer vehicles on the road than we did in 2008. So, 
actually, we have quite a few fewer vehicles. 
 
An Hon. Member: How many? 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: There is room . . . it 
has gone from about 51,000 down to about 47,000 
vehicles on the road.  

So, actually, the opportunity is here for some 
additional vehicles, particularly if you have a continu-
ing decline in livery cycles. The number of vehicles we 
are probably estimating here on the first go-round is 
probably something on the order of 250 of these 
minicars, which is not going to appreciably add to the 
congestion, particular considering we are some 3,500-
plus lighter than we were before. 
 I think that the congestion issue is one thing. 
We have talked a little bit about parking. The under-
standing is that the Corporation of Hamilton is going to 
put, particularly for the ones that are electric, put facili-
ties on the roof of Bull’s Head and I think they would 
not go in cycle parking spots, but in car parking spots 
as well.  
 As far as the issue about impact on the taxi 
industry, I think, based on now that people understand 
that it is only a two-seater, because it has little or no 
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ability to handle luggage, I think you are still going to 
find that there is almost no impact at all there. There is 
clearly going to be, I think, an impact on the livery cy-
cle business, but I think by and large given the small 
numbers that we are talking about here that we envi-
sion, we are not going to have a huge change at all in 
terms of impact on the business. And in fact, as I said 
earlier, I suspect that what we are probably going to 
be doing is getting more visitors and seeing more visi-
tors. 
 But let me touch on the polling that came up 
earlier, and as one Honourable Member had indicated 
this is a poll that is somewhat dated now, it goes back 
a year and a half, and I think the Shadow Minister who 
speaks for Transport on the other side was sort of 
cherry-picking pieces out of this. Let me just draw the 
Honourable House’s attention to a couple of findings, 
and I think this is important here— 
 
The Speaker: Help me, Dr. Gibbons, what is the poll, 
actually? 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: This was a poll that 
was prepared for the Bermuda Tourism Authority— 
 
The Speaker: Oh, BTA. Okay, yes. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: It was done in May 
2015, and it was looking principally at visitors’ impres-
sions of rental cars—not minicars, it was rental cars at 
that particular time—and just some of the highlights 
which I thought were interesting: In terms of trying to 
determine visitors’ typical use and perceptions of the 
various types of transportation options while in Ber-
muda, the results suggested that a variety of transpor-
tation options are used by visitors in Bermuda with 
public transit being most common, followed by taxi 
services. One half have rented a scooter or moped 
while visiting the Island, while only a few have bor-
rowed a vehicle from a friend or relative. It went on to 
say as well that the majority of visitors are unlikely to 
use Bermuda’s scooter or moped rental services on 
their next trip, whether or not they have used these 
services in the past. 
 Now the reason I said the Honourable [Shad-
ow Minister] who speaks for Transport was cherry-
picking was because he declined to tell the House that 
there was another question here which basically 
looked at the issue of, essentially, electric vehicles. 
And there was the question of whether visitors were 
interested in renting an electric car on their next trip to 
Bermuda. The answer came back that more than 
50 per cent were actually quite interested in renting an 
electric car, which speaks to this issue I think of a re-
newable vehicle and all the rest of it. But the fact of 
the matter is that many of these visitors were also visi-
tors who had been to the Island before. 

Mr. Speaker, I think Honourable Members will 
appreciate it is not just the ones that are returning visi-

tors that we are interested in, we are interested in at-
tracting new visitors as well. And they may be turned 
off by not having the kinds of transportation options 
that we are talking about with this particular piece of 
legislation.  

So, I think those are some of the things that I 
need to touch on. I think I have covered most of the 
issues. Let me just check and see. I think there was 
some concern about visitors driving on the wrong side 
of the road. I think some of my colleagues answered 
that as well. But let us be honest, Mr. Speaker, we are 
talking about visitors who have a valid driving licence, 
who have experienced driving in other places, and we 
have thousands of what I will call “guest workers” here 
who have valid driver’s licences from other places.  

Obviously they have to go through some test-
ing down at TCD [Transport Control Department]. 
Most of them are used to driving on the other side of 
the road and we have not had, as far as I can see, 
unless alcohol is involved, real issues there. And I 
think as some Honourable Members were joking ear-
lier, most of us when we go overseas to the United 
States or other places, we will rent a car and we have 
to get used to driving on the other side of the road. I 
always, when I can, rent a car unless it is too danger-
ous, depending on where I am. 

I think a lot of us like to get out and explore. 
And I think what we are talking about here is a differ-
ent transportation option that will be a good addition to 
the current options available to visitors. It should help 
us to particularly provide additional amenities to this 
younger demographic that we are trying to attract 
here. And, quite frankly, I think you will find that a 
number of Bermudians will see this as an option too, 
as something that they might wish to rent. At some 
point down the road, who knows, we may be back in 
this House allowing these visitors . . . and there is no 
intention of it now by the Government, I hasten to add, 
allowing Bermudians to purchase and use these 
things as well. 

So, it is going to start off slowly. I think there 
will be clear regulations and rules around the liveries, 
the minicar liveries, in terms of the requirements for 
those, and I think safety is clearly an issue that we are 
all concerned about and I think this will considerably 
improve that, Mr. Speaker, 

With that, I would ask that the Bill be commit-
ted. 

Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Minister has moved that the Bill be com-
mitted. Any objections to that? 
 There are none, so I would like for the Deputy 
Speaker to please take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 

House in Committee  
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
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COMMITTEE ON BILL 

 
MOTOR CAR AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2016 

 
The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole House for further consideration of the Bill 
entitled Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I am going to move claus-
es . . . well, there are only six of them, so I am going 
to move clauses 1 through 6, unless there is an objec-
tion. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 6 be moved.  
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Please proceed. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 

Madam Chairman, as we have heard, this Bill 
is amending the Motor Car Act 1951 to include provi-
sions for a minicar livery scheme including the types 
of minicars that are available as a rental, the specifi-
cations of and licence duty for these minicars, the li-
cence fee applicable for the operation of a minicar 
livery, and for additional purposes. 

So, clause 1 is the title of the Bill. 
Clause 2 amends section 2 of the principal 

Act to insert the definitions of a “minicar” and a 
“minicar livery.” 

Clause 3 inserts Part VIA into the principal Act 
providing— 

(a) in sections 101A and 101B that— 
(i) a person must have a licence to oper-
ate a minicar livery, which can be obtained 
upon written application to the Minister; 
(ii) the Minister has the power to grant or 
refuse a licence, or to grant a licence with 
such conditions as the Minister deems fit, 
or revoke a licence in specified circum-
stances; 
(iii) the make or model of a livery minicar 
may be approved by the Minister by notice 
in the Gazette; 
(iv) no minicar shall be rented to a person 
under the age of 18 years or a person who 
does not hold a valid driver’s licence; 
(v) it is an offence to operate a minicar liv-
ery without a licence; and 

 
(b) in section 101C the Minister has the power 
to regulate by order the design or build of a  
minicar; and 

(c) in section 101D the Minister has regulation-
making powers. 
 
Clause 4 amends Schedule 1 to the principal 

Act to provide the specifications for a minicar. 
Clause 5 amends Schedule 2 to the principal 

Act to provide the licence duty for a livery minicar. 
Clause 6 provides consequential amendments 

to— 
(a) the Government Fees Regulations 1976 to 
insert the annual licence fee for the operation 
of a minicar livery; 
(b) the Public Holidays Act 1947 to include a 
minicar livery in the specified categories of re-
tail shops that can conduct business on a pub-
lic holiday; and 
(c) the Traffic Offences Procedure Act 1974 to 
provide where a parking offence is committed 
in relation to a minicar, the driver of the livery 
minicar, not the owner, is guilty of the parking 
offence. 

 
Thank you, Madam Chairman. 

 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to the Act? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24, the Shadow Minister of Transport. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 I just want to speak to clause 2. Clause 2 is 
where it amends section 2 of the principal Act to insert 
the definition of a “livery motor car” and “motor car liv-
ery.”  

My question is that if you look at section 26 of 
the principal Act, it says that you cannot basically . . . 
this would make it a car for hire, a motor car for hire. 
Section 26 would then say that a motor car for hire 
cannot be “any motor car other than a public service 
vehicle for the carriage of passengers for hire or re-
ward.” 
 So, we have to then look and say, Well, what 
is the definition of a public service vehicle? A public 
service vehicle is defined under the principal Act as 
“an omnibus, minibus, motor taxi, airport limousine, 
limousine, or purpose built service vehicle.”  

So now we have to ask ourselves what is a 
“purpose built service vehicle”? And a purpose built 
public service vehicle is found under section 10(1) of 
the Act, which says basically . . . it defines it as the 
Premier’s car or the Governor’s car, the US Consu-
late’s car, a fire-fighting . . . any vehicle with attached 
fire-fighting, ambulance, self-propelled construction, 
special schools bus, hospitals, and government cars or 
police cars. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Motor%20Car%20Amendment%20Bill%20No%20%202%20Bill%202016%20AS%20TABLED%20IN%20THE%20HOUSE%20OF%20ASSEMBLY.pdf
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 “Minicar” is not defined under any of these. So 
the question is does that mean that they are going to 
make this . . . that they are going to amend section 
26? Because section 26 is not part of . . . is not being 
amended here. Therefore, if section 26 is not being 
amended in this Act, that still means that minicars fall 
outside of being considered a car for hire, which 
means that they then cannot be rented, which is the 
whole purpose of this Bill. 
 And since we moved all of them, did you want 
to just do that one or do you want me to ask the other 
questions? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I think the Honourable Member answered his 
own question. Minicars are not covered in section 26 
and therefore there is no problem. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But— 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: There is a problem because 
section 26 defines what a car for hire is. If it is not de-
fined in section 26, it cannot be used as a car for hire. 
That is the issue. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 And that is precisely the point. The minicar is 
not a car for hire, it is a minicar and it is covered in the 
provisions of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But, Madam Chairman, that 
is a little strange, because if you look at the Bill itself, it 
actually defines a minicar as a motor car for hire. So if 
it is being defined as a motor car for hire in the 
amendment, how are you saying that it is not a motor 
car for hire under the Act, under the principal Act? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I think this is . . . (I 
guess the best way to put it) an issue of wording. In 
essence, these are minicars; they are not motor cars. 
But because of the way the legislation is written as the 

Motor Car Act we had to fit within that, otherwise there 
would have been, as it was explained to me by the 
draftsmen, extensive, extensive changes. 

So to some degree we are putting it in the Mo-
tor Car Act, but, in fact, it is a separate class. They are 
minicars. And the Bill provides for the rental and hire of 
minicars, not motor cars. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: If you go to TCD, TCD will 
tell you any vehicle that is driven on our roads with a 
steering wheel is considered a motor car, whether it is 
a minicar . . . you have got the Mini Cooper out there, 
that is still a car. 
 So, Madam Chairman, the fact that it is de-
fined . . . they came up with the definition here. And 
from what the Minister is saying, the way that they are 
trying to do this is to shortcut and just basically cut and 
paste and make it as expedient as possible, but not as 
robust as it should be. Therefore, this Bill does not 
legitimise rental cars or the renting of minicars be-
cause they are not covered under section 26. And 
what the Minister has said is that they just do not want 
to change section 26 so they are going to try to do a 
shortcut. And that shortcut still does not address it, 
which means that if we pass this Bill today and a taxi 
driver were to take the Government to court for allow-
ing somebody to do this, they could because it is not 
covered under the Law. The Law does not allow it. The 
judge would interpret it as not being in the confines of 
section 26. 
 So they need . . . I suggest that the Minister 
really . . . well, rise and report progress just to at least 
make this amendment, which he said should be going 
on but they are choosing not to do it and they are try-
ing to find another way. So, he should rise and report 
progress to allow that this is a robust Bill that actually 
ends up providing the objective that they desire. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 The Honourable Member has misquoted me 
terribly. What I have said is that this Bill clearly author-
ises minicars and minicars available for hire, it clearly 
authorises minicar liveries. There is no issue. It is a 
provision in the Bill to precisely authorise this, so there 
is not a problem. So, we are simply going to have to 
agree to disagree. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: One thing that I agree on 
with the Minister is that the principle of this Bill is to 
make minicars for hire legal. Where I disagree is that 
the letter of the . . . the black and white does not do 
that. So, there is a difference between the spirit of the 
legislation and the actual legislation itself. And we 
have seen time and time again that legislation that has 
been passed in this House with the spirit not meeting 
up with the letter of the law being overturned in court, 
which would be an embarrassment. I am actually do-
ing the Government a favour by stopping them from 
being embarrassed in court. 

So they need to amend section 26 to allow . . . 
all they would have to do is . . . because what they are 
trying to do is stop from having to create a separate 
section. What they should do, if anything, is say a car 
for hire to include a minicar. If they would just make 
that amendment to include minicars, then that would 
mean that they could then be considered a car for hire 
under section 26. 

But they do not want to do that, Madam 
Chairman. Do you know why? Because if they include 
it as a car for hire under section 26, they would then 
actually inadvertently be making it a public service ve-
hicle, Madam Chairman. And if they made it a public 
service vehicle then that is where other regulations 
come in, meaning that public . . . because remember, 
a car for hire is a public service vehicle and that would 
. . . anybody getting a licence to drive a public service 
vehicle would actually have to go to Public Service 
Vehicles Licensing Board. And in order to do . . . and 
that is where the confusion comes. 

So therefore, once again, this is why they do 
not want to do it and do it robustly, which means that 
even the spirit and the letter of our original . . . and the 
principal Act is against the renting of motor cars. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I think the Honourable Member explained why 
his suggestion that it needs to come under [section] 26 
is a bad idea. We have got this; it is a separate class 
of vehicles and we want it to stay that way. So there is 
nothing further for me to add. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Motor Car Act? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 We are discussing [clauses] 1 through 6, cor-
rect? 
 

The Chairman: Yes, we are. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just want to ask the Minis-
ter, it says in 101B(i) the Minister may on a written ap-
plication may grant a licence to operate a livery. 
 
The Chairman: Clause 3? Under clause 3, right? 
[New Part VIA] 101B? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Under [clause] 2. 
The Chairman: Clause 3. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am sorry, [clause] 3, yes. I 
did not see the top part, yes, under [clause] 3. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Does the Minister have any 
idea how many licences the Minister is considering 
giving out? And if I ask for a licence tomorrow, assum-
ing I meet these qualifications as far as [the] conditions 
attached and locations and stuff, what will stop me 
from getting one? Do you have any idea what will stop 
me from just . . . just that the Minister may not like me 
or something? I mean, how will that work? Do you 
have any idea on that? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I am not sure, Mad-
am Chairman, that I can answer a hypothetical ques-
tion like that. Whether the Minister likes him or not is 
not part of the application procedure that will be there. 
It was not part of the application procedure for a cycle 
livery either. Very similar language is being used here 
that was used for a cycle livery, if the Honourable 
Member wants to look it up. You know, I am not sure 
how to answer what would stop him tomorrow. 

Clearly, he could not implement it tomorrow 
because there would need to be an inspection by a 
TCD inspector. They would have to go out. They 
would have to look at the . . . there needs to be an ap-
proval of the vehicle that the Honourable Member 
wants to bring in. So there are all sorts of issues that 
have to fit within that—size, horsepower, or kilowatt 
hour if it is electric. So all that needs to be looked at. 
 But, in principle, there is nothing stopping him 
or any other Bermudian coming forward with a pro-
posal and making an application to the Minister. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members . . . the Chair 
recognises the Member from constituency 6. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thirty-six. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Six. 
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The Chairman: Six, sorry. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And I think you got to the 
point that I was trying to get at. That there are really no 
limits on how many licences can be given. I am as-
suming that based on the livery cycles, which makes 
sense for their business, for them to apply. So that is 
the five that you [mentioned], it is only five or six, and 
then possibly new ones, and there could be many 
[new ones]. Is it somewhere in the Act? I thought I 
heard or read where it talked about you could get up to 
a maximum of 25 vehicles towards a licence. Did I 
read that somewhere or is that so? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you. 
 I guess it depends on whether you look at this 
as a glass is half-empty or a glass is half-full problem. I 
did say, when I was wrapping up the debate in the 
House, that the initial perception by the Ministry or the 
Department of Public Transportation is you are proba-
bly looking at something on the order of 250 of these, 
if all of those who have already . . . his cousin or who-
ever, plus others, come forward and make their pro-
posal. 
 But I think you have got to give some credit to 
the Department of Public Transportation to be sensible 
about this. I think, no, there is no limit on the number 
of minicar liveries. There is no limit on the number of 
auxiliary cycle liveries either. But I think, clearly, there 
are supply and demand issues here. I think, you know, 
those that are off the bat pretty quick on this will prob-
ably do well until somebody comes along with a much 
better minicar. And maybe it is electric, maybe its gas, 
who knows, and everybody thinks it is a great little 
rental minicar.  
 So, you know, I am not sure where we are 
going here, but I think the answer is that the Depart-
ment will obviously be conservative about this. They 
are concerned about safety. They are concerned 
about the ability of the livery to have appropriate me-
chanics, training areas, and all those sorts of issues. 
So those will obviously be clearer in due course. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 A question for the Minister: I wanted to under-
stand what the weight of this vehicle will be. I know 
from the principal Bill weight is in place in the specifi-
cations section. But will the weight ratio to this engine 
ratio to the people in the car produce a minicar that is 

quiet on our roads, or is it going to be, you know, a 
screaming, struggling banshee? 
 And the second question I have is, am I right 
in . . . I mean, I do assume that there will be an insur-
ance factor when these things are rented. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, I 
appreciate the questions of the Honourable Member. 
 I think it would be fair to say that TCD is going 
to look at these in the same way they would other ve-
hicles in terms of the noise factor. I think the last thing 
we want if we are trying to add additional amenities is 
to have screaming banshees going down the street 
with no mufflers and all the rest of it. So, I suspect that 
the Ministry and the Department of Transportation will 
be pretty careful in terms of what is and what is not 
approved. Obviously the electric ones are basically 
silent, so there is not an issue there. 
 The Honourable Member talked about weight. 
Generally, these things are quite a bit lighter than a 
Class A car. The electric ones will have batteries, so 
that will probably increase the weight a little bit. But on 
the other hand, you are still talking about something 
which is going to be a lot less weighty than a car. 

It does allow me to make a comment. When 
we were in the House, the Honourable Opposition 
Leader talked about one particular model, which is a 
Twizy, as being able to go about 80 kilometres per 
hour. That will not be the case here for the simple rea-
son that the kilowatts are limited. So you are looking at 
a top speed which has got almost a governor on it in 
that sense. So they will not be able to go at the same 
speed that these Renault [Twizy] vehicles are allowed 
to do in Europe, where they are all over the place, ac-
tually, if I understand it correctly. So I hope that an-
swers the Honourable Member’s questions. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Insurance? Yes, I 
think . . . I do not know exactly what will be required. 
But I am assuming that it will be very parallel to what a 
cycle livery would normally have to do now, where 
they will have to have essentially third-party insurance. 
Whether they will also offer personal insurance as well 
for medical reasons . . . I just do not know. I do not 
know what cycle liveries do now. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Clearly, they have to 
have third party and the cycle livery itself has to have 
liability as well. 
 They are chirping in the background that I 
should declare my interest. I do not even know if we 
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insure cycle liveries or not. I suspect it is rather a bad 
thing to insure, they are probably pretty risky. So, an-
yway, I just do not know. I think the insurance will need 
to be sorted out. But clearly, clearly there is liability 
there and that liability will need to be covered. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 I would like to ask the Minister what he is . . . 
is there going to be any certification of those that are 
going to teach these tourists to operate the vehicles 
like they do the livery cycles? So, will you have any 
certification requirements? 
 Also, will there be any training grounds that 
will have to be available to teach these tourists, like 
the livery cycles? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 The answer is, I believe we talked in the brief 
about the need for safety and for training, so, yes. I 
think clearly these are slightly larger vehicles than a 
livery cycle so there will be, I am sure, in terms of the 
conditions for a minicar livery, additional precautions 
that will need to be taken. You are also looking to 
make sure these people have a valid licence as well. 
So you are . . . and nobody under the age of 18 would 
be allowed to rent them. 

I think in terms of training I am assuming that 
there will need to be provision in the regulations for 
that. And yes, there will be a requirement for certifica-
tion of those who are actually doing the teaching or 
training of visitors. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. And I would remind the 
Member that I cannot have two people standing at the 
same time, but I will recognise him as soon as the per-
son speaking sits. 
 But the Chair recognises the Member from 
constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Chairman, I get so 
excited sometimes when you are in that Chair I cannot 
help myself. I am sorry. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But now the Minister just 
said he assumes that it is going to be in the regula-

tions, and I think that is very important. I will certain-
ly— 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, I can help the 
Honourable Member, I have a note from the— 
 
The Chairman: Is this a point of clarification? 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, it is. 
 
The Chairman: Would you yield for a point of clarifica-
tion? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But you just said we cannot 
both stand at the same time. 
 
The Chairman: Would you yield for . . . I did. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sure. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now don’t you be smart. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I have a confirming 
note from the technical officer that the certification will 
be in the regulations. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other . . . the Chair recognises 
the Member from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: To be clear, when we say 
“certification,” we are talking about certification of the 
trainers? I am not talking about— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. All right. 
 Who is going to do that training, Minister? 
 
The Chairman: No. Right, thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister, and if you 
would, when you stand to your feet, answer that ques-
tion so the people could hear it because you just went 
on without having the luxury of the public hearing your 
answer.  
 Thank you. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I am afraid at this point I do not know the 
name of who will be doing that training. 
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The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. And I do not know if 
the Minister actually answered the question about the 
training grounds. Because, Madam Chairman, you will 
be aware, certainly with the livery cycles, they do ac-
tually have grounds in which there are, you know, little 
turnarounds and things like that.  

With these being cars and not cycles, I was 
just wondering what assurance the Minister is going to 
give us that they will actually have . . . and with land 
being so valuable in Bermuda and there has been a lot 
of talk about Dockyard. But I would hope that there will 
be some entrepreneurs in other parts of the Island as 
well.  

So what is the Minister . . . can the Minister 
confirm that the training grounds will be . . . I mean, is 
there some kind of design so that if an entrepreneur 
wishes to go in this business they know what the stipu-
lation is, they know what the regulation is going to be 
in terms of size that may be needed for a training 
ground? 
 
The Chairman: Yes, thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, I thank the 
Honourable Member for that question. 

The answer is yes. There will be regulations. 
As you will know, Madam Chairman, you cannot bring 
regulations until you have actually got the Bill passed. 
But there will be regulations setting out specifications 
for training grounds and things of that sort. 

But I will take the opportunity while I am on my 
feet . . . the Minister has actually said to me that he is 
concerned about the existing requirements for auxiliary 
cycles as well. And I have had a quick look through 
them and they are pretty light right now. So I think 
there will be an effort not only to make sure that there 
are appropriate provisions in place for minicar liveries, 
but also they (the Ministry) will be upping the require-
ments for auxiliary cycle rentals as well. 

We had enough comments in the House about 
the carnage on our roads and deaths of visitors, so I 
think it is important to use this opportunity to improve 
the safety features of both vehicles. 

Thank you. 
 

The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Members . . . the Chair 
recognises the Member from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Minister, you said a moment ago . . . you men-
tioned about the age limit, obviously being at least 18 
years of age. Will there be any . . . what happens if 

you have tourists that come to Bermuda and they are 
over 65? Because currently with our seniors in the Is-
land some of our seniors have to get tested every year 
in order to get their licence renewed. So what is the 
stipulation for tourists who are over the age of 65? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Chairman, I 
think that is an ageist comment. There are many peo-
ple over the age of 65 who are quite capable of driv-
ing. Let us be practical here. If someone is blind and 
decrepit, I do not think anybody is going to be allowing 
them into a minicar— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Are you talking about Pat 
like that? 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: —or an auxiliary 
cycle. So I think . . . and I am not thinking about some-
body who is 65 or over; I am just saying [that] there 
are liability issues here and I think . . . you know, I 
hope most auxiliary cycle liveries now carefully look at 
the visitor because they are liable as well if they let 
somebody on the road and they create havoc. I am 
sure there will probably be a provision in the regula-
tions for the age issue and in terms of the require-
ments for the licence that needs to be presented to be 
able to rent a minicar. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 And I would certainly advise the Minister to not 
talk about his colleagues when it comes to age and not 
being able to see. Colleagues on that side of the 
House, that is. 
 But Madam Chairman, you know, I do not 
want to beat this one to death, but it is very im-
portant— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It is very important be-
cause, you know, our current law, when it comes to 
seniors, especially those that may be over 70 . . . now 
it is okay for the ministers to say that, Well, I am sure 
that people are going to be responsible, and things like 
that. But you will know . . . and what is to stop one of 
our seniors that has been turned down by TCD . . . 
because as you may know, Madam Chairman, seniors 
. . . and certainly my stepmother is one of them, who 



Official Hansard Report 25 November 2016 327 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

had to go for a test just a few months ago because . . . 
and she was a little disappointed in that they failed her. 
So she can no longer drive, even though she felt in her 
mind she could drive. 

So my question to the Minister is, even though 
someone may come to Bermuda and they may pro-
duce their driver’s licence, what is the difference be-
tween our locals that are subject to these laws and 
some of our tourists?  

The other question I would have for the Minis-
ter is, suppose one of our seniors goes to TCD and 
they fail and they say, Well, look, I tell you what, if 
there is no law against rental cars . . . they might have 
failed me down at TCD, but I am just gonna go up and 
see Lawrence Scott who opened up a rental car busi-
ness. I will just go up there and rent one of his. And as 
we know, some of the livery companies . . . and I am 
not sure if the Members on that side realise this, and I 
will declare my interest in a livery cycle business. Cer-
tainly I can tell you that when it comes to some of our 
locals, some of our locals rent bikes on a year-to-year 
basis because they do not want the headache of hav-
ing to take it through TCD every year. And you know 
when the livery cycles are going in for testing, they just 
give them another bike when they take that one. So, 
you know, this is a fact. Some of our Bermudians do 
that. So I would certainly appreciate an answer on 
those two questions. 

 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 I think the current rule is that if you are 65 you 
have got to be . . . or under 72, you have got to be 
tested every five years. And then over 72 it is every 
two years . . . or maybe it is every year? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Every two years? Up 
to 75 it is two [years] and over 75 it is every year. 
 Now, I will say that my father, my late father, 
was driving up until 93 and was severely . . . severely 
disappointed when his licence was not renewed at 93. 
It did give the rest of the family a great sigh of relief, 
particularly as the mirrors were missing on the car. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: But I think the sim-
ple answer to this is the Minister has given an under-
taking that he is going to talk to Age Concern about 
this. Clearly, we do not want somebody to be able to, 
as it were, get away with it if they are simply renting a 
minicar, but if they had to be tested more rigorously for 
a normal car . . . So, I think that will need to be sorted 
out. 

 And I think the Honourable Member makes a 
valid point that this is something that will need to be 
looked at in terms of how you deal with older people. 
 I suspect . . . I suspect that right now it is han-
dled in a practical way by cycle liveries, auxiliary cycle 
liveries. Probably if somebody looks like they can han-
dle it at 70 and they are spry and with it, then they will 
let them on the bike. But, you know, if they are 65 and 
sort of literally falling apart, then they probably are not 
going to let them ride the bike. So there needs to be a 
certain amount of common sense here. But I take the 
Honourable Member’s point. It needs to be looked at. 
The Minister has said he will speak to Age Concern 
and try and get a better understanding of how we 
would address this. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 My last question (I hope) for the Minister is he 
talked earlier about the kilowatts and talked about the 
electric cars having governors. And my question to him 
would be, not all of these, as I understand it, will be 
electric. Some may be gas. So what is the Minister 
planning to do with the entrepreneur that, you know, 
wants to bring in a gas powered vehicle which can be 
a little bit more powerful than the electric ones? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 I think this speaks directly to the issue of what 
TCD is prepared to license as a minicar. And I think, 
clearly, clearly, there are two sides to this coin. If the 
thing will only go 20 mph [miles per hour] we will have 
a different problem on our hands with everybody and 
their grandmother trying to pass it on the road. So 
there has got to be some balance here. I am not the 
technical expert as to what they will license or not. 
There are clear provisions in the Bill as to what the 
maximum amounts are, but the TCD will have to look 
at it. 
 We all know that the livery cycles will clearly 
exceed the speed limit and so, I think, again, this is 
going to be a matter where I think we have to be prac-
tical and allow TCD to essentially make the regulations 
and license the specific vehicles according to their 
concerns about safety and all the rest of it, not only for 
the person driving it but also for other road users. 
 Thank you. 
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The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Minister, with regard to these rental vehicles, 
was there any thought given to having a time re-
striction? In particular, I think it was the Honourable 
former Tourism Minister Crockwell that pointed out 
when he lived in the west, as I do now, that . . . I know 
that if you leave Whale Bay after 7:20 in the morning, 
you are looking at, at least an hour-and-15-minute 
drive. You might get away with an hour and five 
minutes when the schools are in. Was there any dis-
cussion with regard to maybe restricting these vehi-
cles, especially coming from the West End of the Is-
land, so that the traffic congestion that we who live up 
in the west all know can be very, very frustrating dur-
ing the working week . . . was there any time frame 
restriction discussed when they were looking at bring-
ing this legislation? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: No. The Bill does 
not envision any restriction in that sense. I do remem-
ber, though, the former Government talking about hav-
ing restricted zones in Hamilton. I guess they never 
moved ahead with it. But Singapore, London and other 
places have restrictions and additional fees associated 
with . . . if you are in a particular zone or area, particu-
larly in the mid-city, at certain hours. So I do not know 
if the Honourable Member is suggesting that or not, 
but I think clearly with respect to this . . . no, there is 
no provision here for restricting hours on this. 
 We do restrict other vehicles, I think, like 
dumpster trailers and others which the Honourable 
Member may be familiar with, but— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: So you know, the 
answer is no. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Motor Car Amendment Bill? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

The Chairman: I just need to hear the one Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 The issue of safety comes to mind. Perhaps 
this will be dealt with in the subsequent regulations, 
but seat belts? I was wondering if you can please ad-
dress that, whether they will be required. 
 Secondly, again, I want to come back to this 
issue that at a time when we should be reducing our 
carbon footprint why was the decision made to provide 
for minicars that use fossil fuels? Again, it just sends 
the wrong signal. The Minister himself who is shep-
herding this through the House right now is responsi-
ble for jump-starting, if you will, our green revolution. I 
know he spoke recently about putting out to tender the 
. . . so we could establish, or have a solar farm estab-
lished down at the finger (what it is called) down at the 
airport. 
 So to me this, again, sends the wrong signal. 
And I do not think the desire to accommodate a partic-
ular entrepreneur in this case justifies us to going back 
or moving in such a retrograde way by allowing anoth-
er category of vehicle to spew harmful emissions. Is 
the Minister prepared to even consider pulling this pro-
vision by just making sure we can just go with the elec-
tric generated vehicles? 
 Certainly we saw the demonstration, or Ber-
muda saw a demonstration of the potential of that only 
a week ago with Messrs Robinson and Bulford with 
respect to the vehicle they wish to bring to the market. 
And I believe there is another entrepreneurial group 
that is looking to do the same in terms of electrically 
generated power units for their minicars.  

Again, is there any consideration to eliminating 
that category of vehicles with respect to the minicar 
proposal? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thanks, Madam 
Chairman. 
 To his first question on seat belts, the answer 
is yes, they will be required. 
 With respect to only allowing electrical rental 
minicars, while I may be sympathetic to what the Hon-
ourable Member is saying, I think there was considera-
tion about this.  

Part of what we are trying to do here is provide 
entrepreneurial activities for others out there and I 
suspect probably what will happen is, based on the 
polling we saw that was referred to earlier, visitors are 
pretty conscious about green and renewable. And I 
suspect you will probably see quite a few of them will 
migrate to what I will call the quieter, cleaner electric 
ones for a bunch of reasons. But right now this is 
available to both electric and gas powered. And who 
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knows? Down the road in a couple of years, it may be 
pretty clear that we want to restrict it.  

I like the idea of electric, but I think at this 
point they are . . . because it is a new class of vehicle 
the Ministry felt it should be open to both. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, it is clear that the Min-
ister, by way of his response, is indicating that this 
category of minicar was placed here to accommodate 
an entrepreneur. I frankly am of the view that this is 
not justification enough. Certainly, if these other entre-
preneurs could go and find appropriate electrically 
generated vehicles, then this entrepreneur who we are 
accommodating here (I do not know who it is) could 
have done the same thing. And I just think, again, it 
sends the wrong message at the wrong time here. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises . . . are there any other 
Members that would like to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 25 [sic]. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Twenty-four. 
 
The Chairman: Sorry, 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Good day, Madam Chair-
man. 
 My question comes under clause 3 where the 
Minister in the amendment says that he is going to 
grant licences to drive these rental cars under [section] 
76(1).  

When you look at [section] 76(1) of the princi-
pal Act, it does state about the examinations, which is 
what was mentioned in the Minister’s brief. The ques-
tion I have is that when you look at examinations and 
satisfaction of an examiner, the definition in the princi-
pal Act of “examiner” is someone who is appointed by 
the Governor—not the Minister. Therefore, how are we 
going to get examiners to provide the testing for these 
rental cars when they are not at TCD? 
 I will let the Minister . . . I will go on to a sec-
ond question to allow the Minister to get answers be-
cause my understanding is that a good way to do that 
would be to go under section 76A, which is a provi-
sional driver’s licence. But the question with that one is 
under section 76A the provisional driver’s licence asks 
for a physical fitness signed off by a registered medical 
practitioner. So how would we get around that if [sec-
tion] 76(1) and the examination and the examiner does 
not work? So then you would actually have to look un-

der probably section 80, but section 80 reaffirms the 
physical fitness.  

But why would they not put it under section 84 
of the principal Act, which is special provisions con-
cerning issuing of driver’s licences and learner’s per-
mits to visitors, which actually talks about what the 
Minister mentioned earlier about approved driver’s 
licence given off of a foreign authority? And so why 
would they not do that and just amend the number of 
days that are in section 84 from . . . and just take it out 
from 30 [days] and just let it be from the time that that 
provisional licence was issued? And I will give it to the 
Minister. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 In regard to the first question about the Gov-
ernor’s involvement, the Honourable Member will know 
this is a pretty old piece of legislation, at least by his 
standards (it is not that old by mine). But it goes back 
to 1951. And in those days a lot of stuff was done with 
the Governor having approval for it, so I do not think it 
has been changed. What I have been told is that cus-
tom and practice does not have any involvement by 
the Governor in terms of public service vehicle licens-
ing requirements right now. It is an archaic thing in 
there. 
 With regard to the issue of the licence, [sec-
tion] 76(1) refers to a local driver’s licence, and obvi-
ously those requirements will not change. So you ei-
ther present a local driver’s licence or you present a 
foreign one. And to some degree, it is in the same way 
that Bermudians can go to Massachusetts right now, 
as long as you do not go on Enterprise— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: —you can present 
your Bermuda driver’s licence, and they assume that 
the due diligence is done on the Bermuda end.  

We will have to assume that, and it will be in 
the regulations which driver’s licences will be recog-
nised as valid. We will have to assume that appropri-
ate testing was done to give that person, in that juris-
diction from which they came, a driver’s licence. So I 
think we are going to have to take it, to some degree, 
on faith and not necessarily require them to get a 
Bermuda driver’s licence to be able to drive a minicar. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I understand the points that 
the Minister is making, but my suggestion is why would 
we not put it under section 84, which already has all 
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those recognitions of somebody providing a United 
States driver’s licence, a New Zealand driver’s li-
cence? It already has that, and all they would actually 
have to do is just basically remove the 30-day re-
quirement for visitors because it is visitors that are go-
ing to be driving these rental cars. So if they put it un-
der . . . why would they not put it under section 84, 
which is entitled “Special provisions concerning issue 
of drivers’ licences and learners’ permits to visitors”? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I can go on if the Minister 
needs time. 
 
The Chairman: No, the Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, I think the sim-
ple answer to that is when the drafts people looked at 
that and they looked at what the Department or the 
Ministry was trying to do, this is the way they decided 
to draft it. Unfortunately, the draftsperson is not here 
right now. They may be able to provide a more tech-
nical explanation as to why they did not use sec-
tion 84, but you know this is the way they decided to 
do it. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, I will move on to the 
other thing. And this actually comes under clause 3, 
basically under [new] sections 101C and 101D. 
 And . . . yes, [new sections] 101C and 101D. 
And there are two things. We have talked about it at 
length in the general debate about the taxi drivers and 
their apprehension when it was first brought to them. It 
was also stated that the Minister consulted with the 
taxi industry and came to a resolution with at least one 
of them, with one of the taxi industries. But I have also 
been in communication as recent as just a few minutes 
ago with that same individual, and they have made me 
aware that part of the Minister’s compromise, to put it 
politely, was that these vehicles would not be rented 
out of Dockyard and that it would all be done under 
positive resolution, not negative resolution.  

Why are those two . . . why is that agreement 
not seen or reflected in this Bill? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 

The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 I just wanted to get a better understanding 
because, obviously, I was not in those meetings. 
 With respect to the comments about Dock-
yard, I think the understanding I have from the sub-
stantive Minister is that they . . . if there were, in fact, 
minicar liveries in Dockyard—and that is an if—that 
there would be, because of concerns about conges-
tion, certainly a limitation on the numbers that would 
be available up there. So that was one issue. 
 With respect to affirmative or negative resolu-
tion, what the Minister did undertake was that in terms 
of size and the types of the vehicles and the rest of 
that there would be, essentially, consultation with the 
taxi [drivers] and probably others before those regula-
tions actually come or are done at all. So I think the 
issue is there will be consultation beforehand, but I do 
not think there was a . . . with respect to something like 
size or changes in the size or things of that sort, that 
would clearly have to come back to the House as af-
firmative. But in terms of some of the regulations 
around the liveries themselves, that is negative resolu-
tion as is in the Bill. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 Minister, you just said that there— 
 
The Chairman: Can you help us with the . . . with 
the— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Clause 3(8). 
 
The Chairman: —clause. Yes . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, it is clause 3(8). I have 
got it highlighted here. 
 
The Chairman: We do not have a 3(a), so do you 
want to help us out a little better? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sorry, [clause] three—
eight. 
 
The Chairman: [Clause] three—eight. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, the Minister— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: [Clause] 3(8). 
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The Chairman: Yes, there is a [clause] 3(8). 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Chairman: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: [Clause] 3(8). 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no, no, no, I am talking 
about [clause] 3(8). 
 
The Chairman: [Clause] 3(8). 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am talking about [clause] 
3(8). Right here. 
 
The Chairman: So that will help. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: See, clause 3(8). 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Chairman: It is clause 3, [new section] 101B(8). 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes, yes. 
 
The Chairman: Page 3, top of. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: We are doing clauses 1 
through 6, I do believe. Are we not? We are doing 1 
through 6. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I said [clause] 3(8). Three—
eight. Turn the page, Grant, three—eight, over the 
page. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 We are, for clarification purposes, we are re-
ferring to . . . under clause 3, [new section] 101A(8) 
[sic]. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 I like to save time because I think everybody 
wants to go home, so I am just trying to make things a 
little quicker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But Minister, based on . . . I 
will in a second, this is a quick question for you, Minis-
ter. 

Based on what you just said with regard to lim-
itations up in Dockyard, if indeed they are up in Dock-

yard, with there being . . . I think you said earlier, may-
be 25 per entrepreneur or per business. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, let me . . . even if it is 
not 25 per licence or business or entrepreneur, what 
sort of limitations are you talking about if you said that 
. . . you did say earlier that you expected about 250 
vehicles that will come out of this legislation. So what 
sort of number are we talking about if indeed they are 
up in Dockyard, if you have had that discussion al-
ready? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member, but I would point 
out that that has nothing to do with the particular 
clause that you had identified. But thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Chairman, and I agree with your sort of ruling 
on this. 
 I do not think it applies directly. I think what the 
Minister had indicated to me was that because of the 
special circumstances around Dockyard there proba-
bly would be some limitation on the number of vehicles 
up there. But I do not think any number has been sort 
of agreed at this point, and I think he has indicated that 
there would be consultation. So, I think we will have to 
work through that. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, would the Minister not 
consider that going back on his word when he told the 
taxi drivers that that was going to be taken out? But I 
am not going to . . . that is not my main point. 
 But my other point is where is the other prom-
ise that was made and reported in the . . . and I am 
talking to section . . . under clause 3, basically [new 
sections] 101C and 101D— 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —where the other promise 
that was made or reportedly made about the second-
hand vehicles being allowed to be brought in as taxis 
or public service vehicles, where is that amendment 
and where is that in the amendment? Because that 
was part of the agreement as I was made to under-
stand between the Minister and the taxi drivers. 
 
The Chairman: Member, I just also want to clarify that 
we can only speak to the Bill that is before us. And 
there was general debate which, of course, you raised 
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it as part of the general debate. But as part of the 
Committee, we speak to the clauses. So, I will go back 
to the Minister, but I am just pointing that out. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 This is way out of bounds here, but I think the 
Minister has indicated that they were going to do a 
written policy with respect to the second-hand cars 
that would be allowed to be brought in and they would 
consult with them on that particular provision. But ob-
viously that has nothing to do with the Bill before us. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members . . . the Chair 
recognises the Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And just to save time, what I 
will do is I will ask the question, and depending on the 
Minister’s answer depends on how we move forward— 
 
The Chairman: Member, only if it relates— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, no, no, this is— 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I am talking about [new sec-
tion] 101C. 
 
The Chairman: Perfect. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Would the Minister be open 
to accepting an amendment to [new section] 101C by 
deleting the word “negative” and substituting therefor 
the word “affirmative”? And that would be the same for 
[new sections] 101C and 101D. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: No. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any . . . the Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, no problem. I sort of 
figured that that was going to happen, and I did not 
want us to go through the whole thing of calling names 
and all of that, so that was why I just figured I would 
ask if they were open to it, then I would have proposed 
the amendment. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act? 

 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 31. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I am looking at clause 3, 
[new section] 101D. And it is not really a question; it is 
going to be a comment, Madam Chairman. This is in 
relation to the regulations that will be made in relation 
to this new vehicle and new industry.  

Madam Chairman, you will be aware that 
regulations are both descriptive as well as prescriptive, 
and TCD is the regulator in relation to all the vehicles 
that go on our roads. And you will see the regulations 
or the guidance in relation to the regulations under 
[new section] 101D concerning a valid driver’s licence 
when renting a minicar. That is a regulation that is go-
ing to have to be enforced, you know, properly and 
with vigour.  
 Concerning the licensing and registration of 
minicars, prescribing identification marks and plates, 
and generally for carrying out the purposes and provi-
sions of this part, I just make the comment because 
although TCD is the regulator and their job, clearly, is 
to have regulatory mindset, the purpose of this . . . and 
we have heard this time and time again today. One of 
the objectives of doing this today is to facilitate com-
merce, is to help entrepreneurs who are interested in 
this particular industry. And I think the Honourable 
Member from constituency 21 was making some very 
good points in relation to emissions and the like, this 
could open up the door for entrepreneurs who have an 
understanding of electric cars and the like to move the 
jurisdiction in that direction. 
 But my point is, quite often regulations can get 
in the way of commerce. And I saw this at times whilst 
I was the Minister. I can give you an example, Madam 
Chairman, where we have regulations in relation to 
tint. And it was the OBA Government that actually 
loosened those regulations to allow for darker tint and 
the like. And on one occasion one of the dealerships 
brought in these cars and the tint was manufacturer 
tint and it was 0.3 darker than the regulations and the 
decision of TCD was, Sorry, you’ve got to take all of 
the tinted windows out, import other windows and put 
them in. It would have cost the dealership a fortune to 
do that.  

And when I was contacted I said to myself . . . 
and the people who were purchasing . . . these cars 
were pre-purchased. And so I asked for a tint of the 
regulated tint and I asked for one that was darker and 
asked the individuals, who do a fantastic job, the tech-
nical officers, which was the darker tint. And they could 
not tell. So it was something that was not even percep-
tible to the eye, yet it was going to be this onerous sit-
uation for the dealer to have to go . . . and then I inter-
vened as the Minister and we made some adjust-
ments. 
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 So, I say that because sometimes when we 
are too regulatory-minded we can create challenges 
for individuals who are in commerce. So, you know, as 
we introduce this we have to make sure that we are 
complying with safety standards and that individuals 
are not going to be able to do anything that can cause 
harm on the roads. But at the same time, if we can 
strike that balance, and get the flexibility so that it is 
not going to be obstructive, Madam Chairman, I think 
that would be helpful. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 24. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Just one quick question. I do 
not know if this has been addressed already, but we 
are talking about entrepreneurs. Has the entrepreneur 
that is trying to bring in a rental vehicle which has han-
dlebars and not a steering wheel, has that been ad-
dressed already? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. Well, then my question 
is this: If an entrepreneur wanted to bring in a rental 
vehicle that does not fall under the classification of a 
minicar and is something more suited to fall under the 
Auxiliary [Bicycles] Act or being it having handlebars, 
TCD classifies a car as a vehicle that has a steering 
wheel and a bike as something that has handlebars. 
So if it is . . . let us say I wanted to bring in a three-
wheeled bike that has handlebars. Would I be able to 
do that under the [Auxiliary Bicycles Act] or would I 
have to do that under the Motor Car Act? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thanks, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I think it is a little difficult to answer a question 
like that on the fly. I think what I would suggest is the 
Honourable Member needs to suggest to his colleague 
or associate that they go down to TCD or have a chat 
with the Ministry or the Permanent Secretary, or who-
ever at TCD was going to be dealing in this area, and I 
am sure they can advise them appropriately. 
 But there will be regulations in terms of what 
these minicars can and cannot look like. And they ob-
viously will also have to follow the restrictions and pro-
visions in the Bill as well. So, I do not know if that 
helps, but we cannot make a decision up here, that 
has got to be left to the technical people. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

 If there are no other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill before us? 

No other Members. 
I call on the Minister. 

 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I move clauses 1 through 6 
as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 6 be approved as printed. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 6 passed.] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move the . . . what am I doing next? The cita-
tion? 
 
The Chairman: The Preamble. 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I move the Pream-
ble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved as printed. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Preamble passed.] 
 
The Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move that the Bill be reported to the House 
as printed. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2016 was considered by a Committee of the whole 
House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed  
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[Hon. K.H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 

MOTOR CAR AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2016 

The Speaker: Honourable Members, the Bill entitled 
the Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016 has been 
read a second time and approved.  

Any objections to that? 
We will then move on to the next order of the 

day and that is in the name of the Learned Attorney 
General, the Minister of Legal Affairs, T. G. Moniz. 

You have the floor. 

BILL 

SECOND READING 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 
2016 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I move that the Bill entitled the Proceeds of 

Crime Amendment (No.3) Act be now read the second 
time. 

The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
Please carry on, Attorney General. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce to this Honourable House the Proceeds of 
Crime Amendment (No. 3) Act 2016 (the Bill) to make 
corrective amendments to the Proceeds of Crime (An-
ti-Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing) 
Regulations 2008, and to the Proceeds of Crime 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016 to clarify the nature of 
the customer due diligence requirements that will be 
applicable to registered dealers in high value goods. 

Mr. Speaker, in July of this year the Proceeds 
of Crime Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016 was enacted 
for the purpose of bringing dealers in high value 
goods into the scope of Bermuda’s AML/ATF regime. 
However, that Act did not clearly specify the nature of 
the occasional transactions for which registered deal-
ers in high value goods must conduct customer due 
diligence and does not make it clear that the regula-
tions will only apply to those dealers that are regis-
tered with the Financial Intelligence Agency. The pro-
visions of that Act that pertain to dealers in high value 
goods will come into effect on December 1, 2016 and 
the administrative arrangements to facilitate the regis-
tration and supervision of such persons for AML/ATF 
purposes are well advanced. The corrective amend-
ments to address those issues are, therefore, required 
to be enacted to come into effect on that same date. 

Mr. Speaker, the legislation being amended 
are: the Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Laundering 
and Anti-Terrorist Financing) Regulations 2008, and 
the Proceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016. 
Correspondingly, Mr. Speaker, these amendments 
will: 

a. make it clear that the Proceeds of Crime
(AML/ATF) Regulations 2008 will only apply to
dealers in high value goods who are regis-
tered with the Financial Intelligence Agency;
and

b. provide a relevant definition of “occasional
transaction” in regulation 2 of the Regulations
to make it clear that for the purpose of regis-
tered dealers in high value goods an occa-
sional transaction occurs when in any transac-
tion or series of transactions they accept cash
equal to or above $7,500 or the equivalent in
any currency.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill is pertinent to Bermuda’s 
compliance with international standards and the cred-
ibility of Bermuda’s regulatory practices. These 
amendments will perfect the earlier legislative 
amendments which address specific technical re-
quirements of the Financial Action Task Force’s Inter-
national Standards on Combating Money-Laundering 
and Financing of Terrorism and Proliferation. Bermu-
da remains committed to working to achieve full com-
pliance with these standards. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
bers. 

The Chair will recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Shadow Attorney General from constituen-
cy 36-

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: —Michael Scott. 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, the Learned At-
torney General has shared his brief and more helpfully 
he has indicated, with which I concur, that this is a 
correction of placing certain definitions in the . . . to be 
attached to high value goods and we completely con-
cur in its objectives and ends. 

So, this is not going to be as long as the Mo-
tor Car Act. 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Every now and then. 
The Chair will now recognise the Attorney 

General. 
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. If the Deputy . . . would you 
please take the Chair [of Committee]? 
 

House in Committee  
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 
2016 

 
The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole House for further consideration of the Bill 
entitled the Proceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 3) 
Act 2016. I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Chairman.  
 I move clauses 1 through 4. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be moved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 

Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged. 
 Clause 1 is the citation. 

Clause 2 amends section 14 of the Proceeds 
of Crime Amendment (No. 2) Act 2016, in paragraph 
(d), to clarify that the Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money 
Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing) Regulations 
2008 only apply to dealers in high value goods who 
are registered with the Financial Intelligence Agency. 

Clause 3 amends regulation 2(1) of the Pro-
ceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-
Terrorist Financing) Regulations 2008, in the definition 
for “occasional transaction” by adding paragraph (b) to 
clarify that, in the case of a dealer in high value goods 
who is registered with the FIA, an occasional transac-
tion means a transaction or series of linked transac-
tions where a total cash payment (in any currency) 
that is equivalent to BMD $7,500 is accepted. 

Clause 4 is the commencement provision and 
specifies the Act should come into effect on Decem-
ber 1, 2016. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 4? 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I move clauses 1 through 4 be 
approved. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 4 be approved as printed. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 4 passed.] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved as printed. 

Any objections to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Preamble passed.] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I move that the Bill be reported 
to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
[Motion carried: The Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
(No. 3) Act 2016 was considered by a Committee of 
the whole House and passed without amendments.] 
 

House resumed  
 
[Hon. K.H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
PROCEEDS OF CRIME AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 

2016 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, the Proceeds of 
Crime Amendment (No. 3) Act 2016 has been read a 
second time and approved. 
 All other orders on the paper are carried over. 
 So I now will recognise first the Minister for 
Economic Development . . . and Premier, you will fill in 
for him? 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Proceeds%20of%20Crime%20Amendment%20No%20%203%20Bill%202016%20AS%20TABLED%20IN%20THE%20HOUSE%20OF%20ASSEMBLY.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Proceeds%20of%20Crime%20Amendment%20No%20%203%20Bill%202016%20AS%20TABLED%20IN%20THE%20HOUSE%20OF%20ASSEMBLY.pdf
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that Standing Order 21 be suspended 
to enable me, on behalf of the Minister, to move that 
the Bill entitled the Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) 
2016 be now read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 Carry on, please. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

MOTOR CAR AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2016 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Motor Car Amendment 
(No. 2) Act. I move that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Motion carried: The Motor Car Amendment (No. 2) 
Act 2016, was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Attor-
ney General. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that Standing Order 21 be suspended 
to enable me to move that the Bill entitled the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 3) Act 2016 be now 
read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you, Attorney General. 
 Any objections to that? 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
PROCEEDS OF CRIME AMENDMENT (NO. 3) ACT 

2016 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Proceeds of Crime Amend-
ment (No. 3) Act 2016. I move that the Bill do now 
pass. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any objections to that? 

 So, the Proceeds of Crime Amendment (No. 
3) Act 2016 is approved. 
 
[Motion carried: The Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
(No. 3) Act 2016, was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move we now adjourn to November 30, 
2016. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Members, the House is adjourned to 
Wednesday, November 30, 2016. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 5:35 pm, the House adjourned until 10:00 am, 
Wednesday, 30 November 2016.] 
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