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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
17 MAY 2013 

10:01 AM 
Sitting Number 12 of the 2013 Session 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speak-
er] 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
8, 11, 13, 15, 18 MARCH 2013  

The Speaker: Members should have received 
Minutes for the 8, 11, 13, 15 and 18 March. So we will 
hereby confirm those Minutes, unless there are any 
objections. Are there any objections to that? 

There are none. 
So, the minutes of those five meetings are 

confirmed. 

[Motion carried: Minutes of 8, 11, 13, 15 and 18 March 
2013 confirmed.] 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: There are none. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

VISIT TO WESTMINSTER HOUSES OF PARLIA-
MENT 

The Speaker: Members, understand that when the 
Speaker is on his feet, all Members should be atten-
tive—all Members. 

Members, from the 22nd to the 24th of April, 
2013, and at the invitation of the Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Association, UK branch, the Clerk and I 
had the pleasure of visiting the Houses of Parliament 
at Westminster in the United Kingdom. A very com-
prehensive programme was arranged for us; the focus 
of our agenda being as follows: 

• to gain an understanding of the world of the
Speaker of the House of Commons and how it
relates to our House;

• to examine and seek information on the man-
agement and administration of the House of
Commons and, again, how it relates to us;

• to explore the Select and Public Bill Commit-
tee systems and also the current development
in the Commonwealth and the CPA, the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.

While there, we observed the Justice Commit-
tee in action whereby various witnesses, ranging from 
the HM Chief Inspector of Prisons to that of the Pris-
ons and Probation Ombudsman, were questioned 
concerning the treatment and care of older prisoners 
aged 60 and over. We also witnessed the Public Bills 
Committee in action discussing taxation issues, and 
children and family matters. 

We had a very interesting view of the Prime 
Minister’s question period and also questions to Minis-
ters. We also met with various committee clerks, the 
deputy speakers.  

Probably the most important person we met 
with was the Right Honourable John Bercow, who is 
the Speaker of the House, and not an ordinary 
Speaker, either. Those of you who know about 
Bercow know that he stands for very, very, very, very 
high standards. I had the delight of spending some 
90 minutes with him to discuss parliamentary issues. 

I also met with the Lord Speaker, Lord 
Speaker Baroness D’Souza, who also is quite an ac-
complished lady. 

Finally, the highlight of our visit, as I just men-
tioned, was in fact the Prime Minister’s questions, 
which you all would have, I am sure, thoroughly en-
joyed, not only with the manner in which Members 
scrutinised the Prime Minister, it was just a real joy to 
be there. And I am thankful for all of the support that 
was given to the Clerk and me on that visit. 

The whole essence of our trip was indeed to 
help us to appreciate and understand what it is that 
we can do here to help our Parliament become more 
accountable and, more importantly, so that Members 
of Parliament could certainly stand and hold, indeed, 
the executive of the country more accountable than 
has been taking place. So they were very, very in-
formative meetings, and I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity and hope that some of what I learned will be 
able to assist in making our Parliament a better Par-
liament. 

OMBUDSMAN’S SPECIAL REPORT – UPDATE ON 
UK ENVIRONMENT CHARTER 

House of Assembly 
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The Speaker: I have received, Members, from the 
Ombudsman for Bermuda’s Special Report to Parlia-
ment entitled “Diligent Development—Getting It Right” 
“Update on Legal Status of the UK Environment Char-
ter.” This special report has been submitted to myself 
pursuant to section 16(3) of the Ombudsman Act 2004 
and in accordance with section 24(2)(a) and 24(3) of 
the Ombudsman Act 2004. 
 

OMBUDSMAN’S REPORT ON CLINICAL AND 
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF BER-

MUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 
 
The Speaker: Also, Members, I have received from 
the Ombudsman for Bermuda the special report to 
Parliament on the review of the “Clinical and Corpo-
rate Governance Review of the Bermuda Hospitals 
Board by Howard Associates.” This special report has 
been submitted pursuant to, again, section 5(2)(b), 
read with section 12(5) of the Ombudsman Act 2004. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise first the Minis-
ter for Public Safety. 

Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
HOTELS CONCESSION (FAIRMONT SOUTHAMP-

TON) ORDER 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning, colleagues, and good morning to eve-
rybody listening. 
 Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleague, the 
Honourable Shawn Crockwell, I have the honour to 
attach and submit for consideration of this Honourable 
House of Assembly the Hotels Concession (Fairmont 
Southampton) Order 2013, proposed to be made by 
the Minister of Tourism, Development and Transport 
under the provisions of sections 3 and 4 of the Hotels 
Concession Act 2000. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We have other papers and communications. 
 The Chair recognises now the Minister of Fi-
nance, the Honourable Bob Richards. 
 Minister Richards, you have the floor. 
 

CONFISCATED ASSETS FUND FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS MARCH 31, 2008 

 

GOVERNMENT BORROWING SINKING FUND FI-
NANCIAL STATEMENTS, MARCH 31, 2012 

 
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLA-

TURE PENSION FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
MARCH 31, 2010 

 
GOVERNMENT RESERVE FUND FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 
31, 2012 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the following financial statements to the 
House: 

1. The Ministers and Members of the Legislature 
Pension Fund Financial Statements for the 
year ended March 31, 2010; 

2. The Confiscated Asset Fund Financial State-
ments for the year ending 31 March 2008; 

3. The Government Borrowing Sinking Fund Fi-
nancial Statement for the year ending 
31 March 2012; and 

4. The Government Reserve Fund Financial 
Statements for the year ending 31 March 
2012. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 If there are no objections, those will be laid. 
 Carry on? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes. Thank you. I have 
some more, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 

CREDIT UNIONS (FORMS) REGULATIONS 2013  
 

CREDIT UNIONS APPEAL TRIBUNAL REGULA-
TIONS 2013  

 
CREDIT UNIONS (FORM) REGULATIONS 2013 

COMMENCEMENT NOTICE 2013  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I have the honour to at-
tach, Mr. Speaker, and submit for the information of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the following 
regulations to the House: 

1. The Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013 
made by the Minister of Finance under section 
40 of the Credit Unions Act 2010; 

2. The Credit Unions Appeal Tribunal Regula-
tions 2013; and 

3. The Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013 
Commencement Notice 2013 made by the 
Minister of Finance acting on the advice of the 
Bermuda Monetary Authority under the Regu-
lation 26 of the Credit Unions Appeal Tribunal 
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Regulations 2013 and Regulation 3 of the 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to these matters being laid? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Minister of 
Public Safety. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 

DNDC NEWSLETTER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
DNDC Newsletter May 2013. Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 If there are no objections, that matter will be 
laid. 
 Are there any other papers and communica-
tions? 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister for Sport. 
 Minister Scott, you have the floor. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ANNUAL RE-
PORTS 2010 AND 2011 

 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
2010 and 2011 Annual Reports of the Human Rights 
Commission. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to that matter being laid? 
 There are none. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Minister 
of Health. 
 The Honourable Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, you 
have the floor. Minister? 
 
CORPORATE AND CLINICAL GOVERNANCE RE-

VIEW FOR BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the report entitled “Corporate and Clinical 
Governance Review for Bermuda Hospitals Board.” 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that being laid? 
 There are none. 
 

PETITIONS 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
  
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Minister Moniz. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 This Statement is being carried over to the 
next day of meeting. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
The Speaker: Are there any other Ministerial State-
ments? 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister Wayne Scott. 
 Minister Scott, you have the floor. 
 
PEPSI ICC WORLD CRICKET LEAGUE DIVISION 3 

TOURNAMENT 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise this morning to report on the Pepsi ICC 
World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament, which 
was held in Bermuda from April 28 to May 4, 2013. 
 The tournament was a great success, with 
impressive performances by the six competing 
teams—Bermuda, Italy, Nepal, Oman, Uganda and 
the USA. Tournament champion, Nepal, and runner-
up, Uganda, emerged as the two teams progressing 
to the ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifiers to be held in 
New Zealand in 2014. 
 Bermuda had a strong showing in the tourna-
ment, with wins against Oman, Italy and the US, fin-
ishing in fourth place and earning the right to remain 
in the ICC World Cricket League Division 3. Mr. 
Speaker, Bermuda can take pride in the successful 
hosting of this major international cricket tournament. 
The Bermuda Cricket Board [BCB] is to be congratu-
lated for initiating and co-ordinating the ICC WCL Di-
vision 3 Tournament in Bermuda, especially at a time 
when the ICC is looking at expansion in the North 
American region. 
 ICC President, Alan Isaac, and West Indies 
Cricket Board President, David Cameron, both spent 
time on-Island observing the tournament, as did West 
Indies cricket hero, Brian Lara. 
 Mr. Speaker, this was the first visit to Bermu-
da by the ICC President  Alan Isaac to see first-hand 
the Island’s cricketing product. He was very im-
pressed by the facilities and the quality of the cricket 
in Bermuda. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I also take this opportunity to 
note that the Acting Premier at that time, the Honour-
able Michael Dunkley, JP, MP, welcomed the ICC 
President, Alan Isaac, during a special press event at 
the Cabinet Office on Monday, May 6, 2013. Also in 
attendance was Lloyd Fray, the President of the Ber-
muda Cricket Board, amongst others. 

During the press conference, the Acting 
Premier presented an ICC Lifetime Service Award to 
legendary sportsman, Gary Fray, for his many years 
of service to cricket development in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Acting Premier also present-
ed the Best Spirit of Cricket Initiative award to the ICC 
Regional winner, Hiscox Insurance. Jeremy Pinchin, 
Hiscox CEO, accepted the award for his company’s 
social responsibility and support of cricket locally. In 
fact, 2012 was the fourth year that BCB has joined 
forced with Hiscox Insurance Limited to hold a celebri-
ty cricket festival to celebrate youth cricket. 
 Mr. Speaker, I take great pleasure in com-
mending the Bermuda cricket team for a fine perfor-
mance during the ICC WCL Division 3 Tournament. 
As more and more of our youth are exposed to the 
BCB’s development programme, we will fully expect 
our performance on the international stage to go to 
even greater heights in the future. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Do you want to carry on with your second 
Statement? 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ANNUAL RE-
PORTS 2010 AND 2011 

 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and Honourable Members of the House. 
 The Human Rights Commission is responsible 
for protecting the rights and freedoms of individuals in 
Bermuda under the statutory authority of the Human 
Rights Act 1981. Its mandate is to educate the public 
on human rights protection and human rights issues in 
general, as well as to conciliate, investigate and settle 
allegations of unlawful discrimination. 
 Mr. Speaker, section 30A of the 1981 Act pro-
vides that the Human Rights Commission is required 
to submit to the legislature, through the responsible 
Minister, a report describing its operations and activi-
ties throughout the year. Despite the unavoidable de-
lays in the preparation and development of the 2010 
and 2011 reports, today I am pleased to present both 
reports that highlight the important work carried out by 
the Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, the statistics from 2010 indicate 
that the Human Rights Commission received a total of 
237 queries, concerns and complaints by the public. 
Thirteen of these intakes became Human Rights in-
vestigations. The Voluntary Mediation Programme is 
an important feature of the Commission’s resolution 

process, and in 2010, four complaints were success-
fully mediated. Additionally, in 2010, two cases were 
referred to the Minister for the appointment of a Board 
of Inquiry. 

Mr. Speaker, the 2011 report reflects that a to-
tal of 270 intakes were received, an increase over the 
previous year. Ten of these intakes became Human 
Rights investigations, and the commission referred 
three cases to the Minister for the appointment of a 
Board of Inquiry. 

Mr. Speaker, the Human Rights Commission 
is a valuable institution. I extend my thanks to the of-
ficers of the Human Rights Commission and to the 
Human Rights Commissioners for their diligence and 
service to the public and human rights in Bermuda. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, again, I am pleased 
to lay both the 2010 and the 2011 Human Rights 
Commission Annual Reports before this Honourable 
House. Thank you.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Would any other Member care to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Minister 
of Public Safety, Minister Michael Dunkley. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
GUNS, GANGS, DRUGS AND VIOLENCE,  UPDATE 

ON FIGHT AGAINST 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, in the weeks since this Honour-
able House rose for the Easter recess, a tremendous 
amount of work has been done to further the cause of 
making Bermuda safer. So, I am pleased to advise 
this Honourable House and the people of Bermuda of 
the significant steps taken by this Government on 
several fronts in this area. 

Mr. Speaker, as part of the keynote address 
at the 28th Annual Conference of Caribbean Commis-
sioners of Police, Professor David Kennedy spoke to 
the importance of whole community efforts in the fight 
against the gang lifestyle. The engagement of moral 
voices as a means by which to return our young peo-
ple to the path of productivity in this society cannot be 
underestimated 

David Kennedy is a well-known and leading 
expert in the development of Ceasefire programmes. 
His time in Bermuda was extremely useful, as he 
spent an hour on live television breaking down the 
parts of a successful Operation Ceasefire, and 
demonstrating an independent opinion of Bermuda's 
positive steps in this regard. 

He also met with the newly formed community 
level of the Inter-Agency Gang Task Force and found 
a group that was very energized and poised to make 
an impact on the gang situation. Mr. Speaker, in addi-
tion to Professor Kennedy's visit, I am pleased to ad-
vise this Honourable House that a structure has been 
put in place around gang mediation. Using the work of 
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the previous administration as the starting point, a 
governance structure is now linked through a recog-
nised local charity and empowers a trained profes-
sional in the area of street mediation as the lead. Di-
rect intervention with gang members, Mr. Speaker, is 
an effective strategy to ensure that disputes do not 
evolve into shootings. 

Mr. Speaker, again on the intervention front, I 
am pleased to advise Honourable Members that in 
conjunction with the Bermuda Police Service, the 
G.R.E.A.T. gang education programme will be re-
introduced into the Bermuda schools. And let me 
thank my honourable colleagues, the Minister of Edu-
cation and the Minister of Community and Cultural 
Affairs, for their support in this matter. In September of 
this year, trained police officers will directly engage 
with our young people in schools to further stem the 
tide in the growth of the gang culture. 

Mr. Speaker, education is a key component in 
any anti-gang strategy, and I am pleased to advise 
this Honourable House that we will start with eight 
schools, and we intend to expand to more. Early inter-
vention with alternatives to the gang lifestyle is critical. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware that, in partnership with Crime Stoppers Ber-
muda, the Ministry of Public Safety just this week 
launched its Gun Bounty Programme. As I indicated to 
the public, this is just one of the ways in which we 
hope to get guns off the street. Mr. Speaker, infor-
mation received is held in the strictest of confidence. 
Calls are received in the United States, and no one 
will know the source of the information provided. This 
campaign will run through July and is targeted through 
print ads, social media, radio and direct mailing. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members can like-
wise encourage all their constituents with the cam-
paign's powerful tagline: If you know something, say 
something. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, strong policy initiatives 
require a strong legislative foundation. This Govern-
ment promised action in the 2012 election campaign, 
and in the previous session of this Honourable House 
I have indicated that specific legislation would be 
forthcoming to assist in the fight against guns, gangs, 
drugs and violence. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to advise this 
Honourable House that I will introduce two important 
pieces of legislation today. Firstly, Mr. Speaker, the 
Prison Amendment Act 2013 will make it an offence 
for anyone to bring prohibited, high-risk items into any 
prison. Highlighted in that list is a cell phone or any 
parts of one. 

Secondly, the Proceeds of Crime Amendment 
Act 2013 creates the mechanism for “cash back for 
communities.” Mr. Speaker, we promised in the elec-
tion campaign that the proceeds of crime would be put 
to use improving the communities affected. This Bill 
will achieve that. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, any period of relative 
calm is welcomed. However, these periods do not al-
low us to rest on our laurels. In fact, Mr. Speaker, we 
should work even harder. Make no mistake: The era 
of gang violence and shootings has not ended. But as 
I have indicated to Honourable Members today, this 
Government started working on this project hard every 
day and continues to work hard on it every day to 
make Bermuda a safer place. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 The Chair recognises now the Honourable 
Minister of Health, the Honourable Patricia Gordon-
Pamplin. 
 Minister Gordon-Pamplin, you have the floor. 
 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD CORPORATE 
AND CLINICAL GOVERNANCE REVIEW 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you for this opportunity to 
provide Members of this Honourable House and the 
public with information on the Corporate and Clinical 
Governance Review undertaken for Bermuda Hospi-
tals Board [BHB] and by that body. 

You will note that the Bermuda Hospitals 
Board has provided me with an addendum to the re-
view which, in my view, provides important additional 
information. This information was either outside the 
scope of the report or could not be included in the 
document due to issues relating to confidentiality. The 
board, however, felt strongly that there were matters 
of public interest of which I, as Minister, should be 
aware, and they incorporated these items into an ad-
dendum for my review. 

I believe that the public have a right to know 
this information as well. I am mindful that with the re-
lease of the report as presented, there is the require-
ment to manage expectations of the public to be ap-
prised of details and insight as to what happened with 
the former chief of staff and what steps have been 
taken to ensure that the similar situation does not re-
occur. 

It is important also to advise that, having had 
sight of the Contract of Separation, the limitations of 
disclosure have been included in a nondisclosure 
clause and, as such, the annex to the review has pro-
vided as much information as the BHB is legally able 
to do without fear of breach of the signed contract. 

I would like to note that the Ombudsman of 
Bermuda has also tabled her report today to the legis-
lature, in accordance with the Ombudsman’s Act. This 
report is her review of the process and provides her 
extensive and detailed review of an earlier version of 
the report that was provided in March of this year. 
Both reports will be fully available to the public in an 
unprecedented level of transparency. 
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Mr. Speaker, by way of background, the Cor-
porate and Clinical Governance Review was under-
taken by Howard Associates. Howard Associates was 
appointed after full RFP process with interviews car-
ried out by board members, senior managers, interim 
chiefs and the Ombudsman of Bermuda. The review 
started in November of 2012 and was expected to 
complete in January 2013 at an estimated cost of 
$100,000. 

The review process involved embedding 
members of Howard Associates at BHB, where they 
attended BHB meetings and interviewed multiple 
stakeholders from the community. The Ombudsman 
of Bermuda provided oversight to the process and met 
with Howard Associates weekly. Following the general 
election in December of 2012, the Ombudsman rec-
ommended a month’s extension to the review so that 
the views of the new Minister and new board could be 
reflected in the review. 

BHB supported the Ombudsman’s recom-
mendation, even though there was an additional cost 
associated with the extension. In the end, the review 
extended more than two months beyond its original 
deadline in order to facilitate wider consultation and 
for Howard Associates to respond to questions, com-
ments and feedback from the Ombudsman and BHB. 
The final report was delivered to the BHB on Friday, 
12 April 2013. The final cost, once settled, will be just 
under $175,000. 

Since receiving the final report, the board has 
been involved in detailed discussions with the Om-
budsman and has also taken legal advice on the re-
port’s content. This was done in order to assess the 
risks and liabilities to the BHB of making certain dis-
closures, balanced against the rights of the communi-
ty to know more about certain issues relating to their 
only hospital. This short delay has not, however, 
caused a pause in implementing a number of recom-
mendations from the report. I applaud the board for 
moving swiftly on matters of importance identified in 
the report, and some changes include: 

• the production of a comprehensive board ori-
entation packet to ensure detailed in-depth in-
formation is provided up front for new board 
members; 

• the inclusion of people with clinical expertise 
(by which I mean people with medical and 
nursing backgrounds and training) on the 
board; 

• new committee structures have been put in 
place to ensure that the board focuses its at-
tention on fiscal responsibilities, clinical quali-
ty, human resource issues, stakeholder rela-
tions and capital planning; 

• the inclusion of community members on cer-
tain committees; and 

• the commencement of a full service review 
which will take four to six months. 
 

Mr. Speaker, this report incorporates the voic-
es of many stakeholders, and there are certain best 
practices cited on which action is being taken. The 
report, in a general way, quantifies savings that may 
be realised by certain actions being taken to achieve 
such savings, but does not provide a specific road 
map to reach the stated goals. 
 While this report does not, on its own, have all 
of the solutions, there are other recent reports that the 
board is also using to establish a framework on which 
an effective and powerful strategy can be built. These 
reports include two financial reports by KPMG, inter-
nal audit recommendations made by KPMG, and a 
review by Towers Watson regarding physician com-
pensation. 
 The board is also looking forward to the com-
pletion of the review by the Auditor General and will 
incorporate findings and recommendations from all of 
these reports into its final strategy. 
 Mr. Speaker, the time for review is now com-
plete. We are less than a year away from a completed 
new Acute Care Wing, and the financial challenges 
faced by the BHB require immediate remedy. I have 
challenged the board to take action, and the commu-
nity rightly expects this board to improve the quality 
and cost of health care at our hospitals. I expect no 
delays in moving our hospitals to an era of greater 
transparency, accountability, community engagement 
and collaboration. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 

 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
  

QUESTION PERIOD 
 

The Speaker: We now move to the Question Period. 
The Chair recognises the Honourable Member, the 
Shadow Minister of Community and Cultural Devel-
opment, from Pembroke East Central. 
 MP Michael Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning to you and to our colleagues and the 
Bermuda listening public. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have a few questions for the 
Honourable Minister of Community Development, Mr. 
Scott. 
 
The Speaker: You are allowed three questions. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
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QUESTION NO. 1: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

ANNUAL REPORTS 2010/2011 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Okay. Thank you. 
 My first question concerns the Human Rights 
Ministerial Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: What is being done to resolve 
these issues in a timely manner, Minister? And I am 
asking that because a lot of . . . I see that 237 queries 
have been made in 2010. I just would like to know in 
how timely a fashion we get these queries answered 
and addressed? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes, I would be very glad to 
answer that question. We are working diligently to re-
solve these. As you see, some of these things that 
have been outstanding, and now that I am at the 
helm, if you will, making sure that we just put things in 
place to just get on with it and get these things ad-
dressed. 
 But some of these do take time, especially if 
there are litigations involved and mediations. So I 
think that everything is being done now in a timely 
manner. And the Commission is actually pretty com-
fortable with the work that they are carrying out. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Second question on this Human Rights issue? 
 
QUESTION NO. 2: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

ANNUAL REPORTS 2010/2011 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Minister, I see your plans to 
appoint a Board of Inquiry. I am just asking if that 
board been finalised yet? And if so, who are they? 
And when will those three cases you mentioned— 
 
The Speaker: One question, one question now. 
Which one do you want to ask? Has the board been—  
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Has the board been finalised? 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I would have to check on that 
just to give you a very specific answer, to be honest 
with you. I can say that the Human Rights Board itself, 
which is responsible for everything, has been final-
ised. And as you would know, it is not the responsibil-
ity of the Minister to appoint that board. But the com-
mittee that selects the board is appointed so that it is 
a hands-off approach. And it is their responsibility now 
to continue to carry out the duties. 

The Speaker: Supplementary? Carry on, on that, with 
reference to the board. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, sir. I do respect the an-
swer. I just would like to know, do you know who the 
new board of inquiry is? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: As I said, I would have to get 
back to you with those specific names. I do not want 
to give you incorrect information. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Devonshire North Central, the Shadow 
Minister of Economic and Social Development, MP 
Glenn Blakeney. 
 MP Blakeney, you have the floor with a ques-
tion. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1:  PEPSI ICC WORLD CRICKET 
LEAGUE DIVISION 3 TOURNAMENT 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much. 
 I would like to ask the Minister a question with 
reference to the ICC visit by the president of the ICC. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, sir. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. Minister, has there 
been or did you take the opportunity to follow up with 
the good work done by the Ministry previously in ex-
ploring the possibility of getting one-day international 
status for Bermuda, seeing that the president visited 
the facilities and the infrastructure and was quite im-
pressed? There has been much work done. Has there 
been any follow-up with regard to status for one-day 
international cricket in Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: One-day status for the stadium, to be 
used for a one-day event? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: One-day status for any of the 
. . . could be St. David’s and/or . . . I know we were 
looking at St. David’s, as well as the National Sports 
Centre. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Well, I think, first of all, yes. 
Just to acknowledge that there is continuation of some 
of the work that has been done. The Bermuda Cricket 
Board has done a great job with the support of the 
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department over the last few years. And part of the 
[purpose of the] president coming down here was for 
him to see things first-hand, because we are looking 
to expand the international tournaments that we have, 
and the status of those. We are continuing to diligently 
work on that because we do need to utilise that Na-
tional Sports Centre and some of our other venues 
that you mentioned for this international play. So we 
will be continuing that work. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 All right. The Chair now recognises the Hon-
ourable Member from Southampton East, Shadow 
Minister of Health and Seniors, MP Zane De Silva. 
 MP De Silva, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1: CORPORATE AND CLINICAL 
GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF BHB 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my question for the Honourable 
Minister is— 
 
The Speaker: Minister of Health, no doubt? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: —Minister of Health and 
Seniors, is to do with the statement regarding the 
Ombudsman recommending a month’s extension to 
the review. And my question is, If it was a month’s 
extension requested, why did it take two? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The response to that is when the Ombudsman 
recommended a one-month extension, that was dealt 
with between the BHB, the Ombudsman and Howard 
Associates. And they agreed among themselves that 
further time was needed in order to complete the work 
to a level of satisfaction for the responses. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Do you have a supplementary, sir, Minister? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Actually, I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Carry on. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: In fact, I do not think that is 
correct, looking at the Minister’s Statement, Mr. 
Speaker, because it says here in the Statement that 
the Ombudsman recommended a month’s extension 
to review so that the views of the new Minister and 
new board could be reflected in the review. That is not 
true. 
 

The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: As I said, Mr. 
Speaker, when the extension . . . during the extension 
period, the Minister had the opportunity to speak with 
the people from Howard Associates. It was very clear 
that Howard Associates were working under some 
serious limitations and constraints for conditions on 
situations that had been imposed by the former Gov-
ernment. It was going to require them a little bit addi-
tional time in order to be able to get those things 
done. 
 The Minister had no input in terms of what the 
review provided. And it was determined by the BHB 
and Howard Associates, along with the Ombudsman, 
that the additional time was needed. 
 I will say, by way of information, that when the 
first report was issued and the Ombudsman had the 
opportunity to have a look at it, there were some 134 
comments that the Ombudsman made on the report 
that were then needed to be responded to by the 
Howard Associates people. In that regard, obviously, 
it took more time. And I believe that the BHB deter-
mined that to be thorough was a bit better than to be 
fast and to ensure that the end product reflected what 
their deliberations had been and how they needed to 
be able to respond to the Bermuda public and to give 
them the necessary information. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 Minister? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
But, of course, we will have to agree to disagree, be-
cause it says quite clearly, quite clearly that it is a re-
view of the report. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 

QUESTION NO. 2: CORPORATE AND CLINICAL 
GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF BHB 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: So we will agree to disagree. 
We can follow up later on. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, my second question—my 
second question is that the original contract was from 
November to December 2012, for [$]100,000. And 
with a review, again, I go back to the month to review 
so that the views of the new Minister and board could 
be reflected in the review, to take two more months. 
 My question to the Minister is, for that two 
months to discuss and review the report was $75,000. 
My question is, Does the Minister think that for that 
second review of the report that was completed, does 
she think that we got value for $75,000? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the report completion was the 
purview of the BHB. It was the BHB who arranged for 
the report to be done, for the review to be done of 
their clinical and governance. And if the BHB were not 
satisfied that everything had been taken into consid-
eration with the various interim versions of the report 
that they had received, it was up to them to decide if 
more work needed to be done. 
 Was there value for money? I am certain that 
the BHB would determine that they have paid an addi-
tional $75,000. It was their call to do so. It was not the 
Minister’s call. And as such, I would imagine that they 
would not have agreed to further work to be done if 
they did not think that they were getting value for 
money. 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. Mr. Speaker, certainly, 
it is— 
 
The Speaker: Is that a further supplementary? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? On the value. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: On the value, yes. Certainly, 
again, on the value. When the Minister says that she 
has no input— 
 
The Speaker: Question? Question, Minister? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: My question is, Is the Minis-
ter going to question the board on whether or not they 
think they got value for money? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is my intention to have a full 
overview with the board itself, not just of the report, 
but of all of the terms and conditions under which 
Howard Associates worked, whether they were re-
stricted conditions. It is important to do a complete 
overview, because as I said, the consultants of How-
ard Associates were constrained in some of the work 
that they did based on terms and conditions that had 
been imposed upon them by the previous Govern-
ment. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Honourable Member? 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: And my final question. 
The Speaker: Final question. Yes. 
 

QUESTION NO. 3: CORPORATE AND CLINICAL 
GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF BHB 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 I would like to ask the Honourable Minister, in 
the completion of her Statement she mentioned that 
the financial challenges faced by the BHB require im-
mediate remedy. My question to the Minister is, Does 
she think that these financial challenges are not en-
hanced because she did not give the final 1 per cent, 
which was agreed by this Honourable House several 
years ago, which would have been the final percent-
age increase of the 5 per cent that would allow the 
hospital to make their required payments once the 
new wing is finished? 
 Does the Honourable Minister think that that 
1 per cent holdback, as was agreed by this House, 
has not added extra challenges to the Bermuda Hos-
pitals Board? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I am happy to answer that question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Clearly, any lack of revenue being given to the 
hospital is going to create challenges for it. However, 
because of very lax oversight previously with some of 
the operations of the hospital, it was not deemed at 
the time that there was an effective use or an effective 
oversight of monies that were being . . . I am sorry, 
the management that was being overseen within that 
context. 
 And it was very difficult for me, Mr. Speaker, 
to justify asking the public to pay an additional 1 per 
cent premium when I was not convinced that sufficient 
oversight had been had, both in terms of the manner 
in which the hospital was run or the Ministerial over-
sight, to justify asking the public to pay additional 
money. 
 Mr. Speaker, I can just follow that on by say-
ing that it is my intention, obviously, to re-look at that. 
We have to ensure that the hospital can pay for itself. 
But I will not ask the public to pay money into the insti-
tution when there was limited control over how money 
is being spent. I believe that that level of oversight is 
necessary, from a Parliamentary perspective and cer-
tainly from a Ministerial perspective, for the common 
good and the general interest of all of the people of 
Bermuda. We are not going to ask them to put money 
into the hospital and not be convinced that that money 
is being well spent and well controlled. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Thank you. 

That brings our Question Period to an end. 
  

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: We now move to congratulatory and 
obituary speeches. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member . . . Why are you assuming that I am going to 
call the— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Understands rank; all right. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Jeff Sousa. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. And, of course, good 
morning to the listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, I, and I am sure the entire 
house, congratulate Devonshire Cougars on winning 
the Triple Crown this year. It was a privilege for me to 
go to the National Stadium with my father, George 
Edward Sousa, who won the first FA Cup in 1956. 
Actually, BAA Greens won all the trophies that year. 
 I also salute BFA [Bermuda Football Associa-
tion] President Larry Mussenden for allowing my fa-
ther to raise the cup once again, and also for giving 
my father a medal. 
 Football is one of Bermuda’s national sports, 
and I would like to see more people attend games and 
support their clubs. Sadly, there were only a couple of 
hundred people up at the carpet to witness Cougars 
complete the Triple Crown. I take my hat off to former 
great, Dennis Brown, the coach for Cougars, for this 
great achievement, which will go down in the Bermu-
da sports— 
 
The Speaker: He’s playing in Somerset, by the way. 
 
[Laughter] 
  
Mr. Jeff Sousa: That’s Somerset Trojans—for his 
great achievement, which will go down in Bermuda 
sports history. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: And, of course, I associate the Prem-
ier and the entire House. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 

 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister of Community Development and Sport, Minis-
ter Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And 
of course, I want to be associated with that, and as a 
special association for my friend across the floor 
there, Mr. Burt, who is part of the Devonshire Cougars 
team. 
 First of all, Mr. Speaker, I would like to give 
special congratulations to the Premier of our country, 
whose birthday is today. I want to just associate . . . I 
would like to associate the whole House with that, but 
I do not know, after those comments. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Yes, it is his 50th birthday, ac-
tually, for the whole country to hear. So, happy birth-
day to our Premier! 
 And I know we have a lot of these today, so I 
will be real quick, Mr. Speaker. First of all, let me just 
give a congratulations to the medal winners and all of 
the athletes in the track and field CARIFTA Games, 
which were held in the Bahamas, and the swimming 
CARIFTA, which was held in Jamaica. Our athletes 
did a fabulous job, and especially to our medal win-
ners, which are Kyra Scraders, Sakari Famous, Za-
kiyyah Showers, Juma Mouchette; and with swim-
ming, Jesse Washington and Madelyn Moore. So a 
special congratulations to them. 
 The past weekend, Mr. Speaker, at the men’s 
and women’s tennis championship held at the WER 
Joell Stadium, I would like to congratulate the men 
and women winners, Mr. David Thomas and Erika 
Bove. 

Also, in just a final recognition, congratula-
tions to Shianne Smith, who actually just finished sec-
ond in the Women’s Heptathlon at the Regional Com-
bination of Event Championships in Cannes, France, 
which is actually a very big accomplishment. So, 
thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Member, the Shadow Minister of Home Affairs, 
from Pembroke East. 
 MP Walter Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning to you and to all of our 
listening audience in this first resuming of the House. 
 I wish to begin, unfortunately, with some con-
dolences. Firstly, for the family of Ms. Dalzel Trott, 
who was the owner of Trott Drapery, long-standing 
businessperson. Her family is quite well known to 
many, and I associate the Honourable Member, David 
Burt, and the Honourable Member, Kim Wilson, also 
with those condolences. Ms. Dalzel Trott was a well-
known successful businessperson. Members of her 
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family are well known to many, Patsy Harvey in par-
ticular, well-known owner of a very nice little guest 
house in Pomander Gate. And I would just like to en-
sure that her family gets the appropriate condolences 
for the passing of a very successful Bermudian, their 
mother. 
 I also wish to pass on condolences to the fam-
ily of Harold Gordon “Doc” Dowling, of Mission Lane, 
Pembroke. I associate my colleague, the Honourable 
Michael Weeks, with that. I associate him particularly 
because he was his MP prior to myself. But I am sure 
I will let my honourable colleague, Mr. Weeks, broad-
en perhaps more information on Doc’s history as a 
member of the North Village community, well-known 
sportsman, and the like. 
 I would also like to have condolences sent to 
the family to Ms. Avis Daniels, who died in her late 
90s, about 94, earlier, perhaps about two or three 
weeks ago, a resident of Crown Hill Lane in Devon-
shire. 

And I would like to ensure that I am associat-
ed with the congratulations given to the athletes that 
the Honourable Minister for Community Affairs just 
mentioned, particularly Mr. Juma Mouchette, of Track 
Side Lane, Devonshire—fine young Bermudian ath-
lete who has participated in at least two CARIFTA 
Games and also internationally and is a rising star in 
our running community. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, MP Roban. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Premier. 
 Premier Cannonier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
know many of us have obits and congrats at this time. 
But coming from St. David’s, I wanted to and had the 
misfortune of being away while an icon of Bermuda, 
who came from St. David’s, Mr. Philip “Honkey” Lamb 
had passed away on the 2nd of May. 
 He certainly is a hero and had an historic life 
here in Bermuda, having served in the Royal Air Force 
during World War II and in the bombing and raid of 
London. He was injured there, where he had the op-
portunity also of meeting the first black Premier of 
Bermuda, Mr. E. T. Richards. 
 I wanted to just mention that he was one of 
these guys who— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
The Speaker: That was the first Premier, first Prem-
ier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Oh, sorry, first Premier, 
yes, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  

  
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, yes, yes. 
 He had the wonderful ability of being able to 
remember quite a bit that was going on in the past. So 
it was always great to hear the stories coming along in 
St. David’s and the history of Bermuda as you sat 
down and had the privilege of talking with him. 
 I know that the Deputy Speaker had been vis-
iting him on many occasions. And I am sure that there 
are others, like the Deputy, Mr. Dunkley here, who 
would like to be associated with the obits of Mr. 
Honkey Lamb, Philip “Honkey” Lamb. And we just 
want to honour his service to Bermuda once again. 
 I would also like to say to the Norwegian 
Cruise Line [NCL] and CEO, Kevin Sheehan, we want 
to thank him for his dedicating a ship from New York 
to Bermuda. And I also want to thank the work that 
was done prior to this Government in helping establish 
this here. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I looked right at you. I 
looked directly at you, brother. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: There you go. 

So, I would like to thank the previous Gov-
ernment for the work that they did in helping establish 
this contract coming from New York. But this Govern-
ment also would like to say that it was a pleasure in 
having met the CEO on that cruise line, and we give 
them all the congrats of dedicating it to Bermuda. It 
truly is an historic voyage in coming to Bermuda, and 
to see that hotel floating on the water, I think was fan-
tastic. 
 In addition to the ship actually coming into 
Bermuda, I wanted to thank the Minister—he is not in 
the House at the time—Trevor Moniz. I would like to 
thank him for all the work that he has done up at the 
wharf in ensuring that it got in and no one had to 
physically hold the ropes in order to keep the ship 
there. So we want to thank him, and also want to 
thank the Minister of Tourism, [Minister] Crockwell, for 
the fine work in continuing the relationship with NCL. 
Our civil servants as well, I would like to point out the 
pilot, Ken, who did a fantastic job in bringing such a 
size ship into the Island here through the channels, 
which we know are quite narrow for that size ship. 
 So we would like to thank them all for the hard 
work that was done in preparing. I would also like to 
thank WEDCO and its cooperation, working with the 
Taxi Association and the ferries and the buses in en-
suring that 8,000 people that were up there in Dock-
yard at the time were funnelled through with much 
ease. There was no congestion. There was no com-
plaining. So it was fantastic to be able to see that 
happening. So we give all congratulations to them. 
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 I would also like to thank the committee of 
those who were involved in the National Gathering for 
Prayer that happened yesterday. You know, Mr. 
Speaker, sometimes it is difficult getting politicians to 
come together, but it can be even more difficult to get 
different denominations together as well. And so it 
was quite an occasion yesterday of being able to sit 
amongst the clergy of many of the different denomina-
tions, who came together for a common cause, and 
that is to move Bermuda to a brighter future. And so 
with that in mind, I would like to thank the committee 
who put it all together. It was indeed a pleasure to be 
there and to also stand with the Opposition Leader, as 
well, at that occasion. We want to thank them for that. 
 So with that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, MP Wayne Furbert. 
 MP Furbert, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Let me first of all, as you know, time goes on, 
we lose quite a few of our members and citizens here 
on the Island. And I have to recognise a lady by the 
name of Roselie Elizabeth Johnson. Ms. Johnson was 
a real trouper in Hamilton Parish. She was, they tell 
me, a great cook. She was a seamstress. And she 
dressed significantly when she went out and always 
wanted to look dressed to kill to make things look 
good. And I would like to recognise a young lady at 
the age, I believe, of just under 90, who served our 
community well. And we will miss her going on. Her 
sons, Glenn Johnson, and Gregory and [daughter] 
Roseann, and also who is the aunt of our Deputy 
Clerk, Mr. Sumner. She will be missed. 
 Also, I would like to put in place . . . or recog-
nise our friend Cole Simons, who wants to be associ-
ated with those remarks, and my Deputy Leader, of 
course, Derrick Burgess. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have to again . . . and I am 
glad that the Premier recognised those individuals 
who did the hard work, who really did all the pain for 
getting that ship, the Breakaway. But I would particu-
larly like to recognise the gentleman who was the sol-
dier behind that, and that was our good friend, Terry 
Lister. It was he who saw the vision to move forward 
and negotiate the deal. It was that pain . . . I under-
stand that the Government has now received the gain 
for the work that was done. But it has clearly got to be 
shown, so I would like to recognise our former Minis-
ter of Transport, Minister Terry Lister. 
 And also we have got to recognise Dr. Ewart 
Brown. Because without that pier being built up there 
in Dockyard, we would never have had any ships 
coming on the Island. And as the Government moves 
on to look for smaller ships, it will be very hard for 

them getting ships in the city. And they will find that all 
very clear— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, this is not a place 
for speeches at this time. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I am not. I am recog-
nising . . . I am really saying . . . 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, this is not . . .  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I would speak also during 
the Motion to Adjourn on that particular issue. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But we would like to again 
congratulate Terry Lister for the work that he had 
done. And we will say more at the Motion to Adjourn. 
So do not go home, because we have got more to say 
about the Breakaway. 

Yes. We would also like to recognise— 
 
The Speaker: Do it at the appropriate time, Honoura-
ble Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, I recognise, Mr. Speak-
er. I recognise, and I am sorry for being so enthused 
and realise what we have been doing. 
 But anyway, Jonathan Smith, In the Hour of 
Victory, his documentary that has been before the 
country. And I understand that he won some awards 
overseas. So I wanted to recognise Jonathan and his 
hard work in recognising his grandfather, who fought 
in World War—I think it was World War I. So our con-
gratulations go to him and also Mrs. Spurling, Lucinda 
Spurling, who was the individual behind the camera 
and caught the caption of what really helped to win 
that award. So again, I believe my three minutes are 
up, but I will have time to speak in my 30 minutes later 
on. Thank you. Associate Mr. Glenn Blakeney, MP 
Glenn Blakeney, from Devonshire, who would also 
like to be associated with those remarks. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Minister of Tourism. 

Minister Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to send a 
letter of condolence to the family of the late Mr. Julian 
Albert Lloyd Van-Lowe. Mr. Van-Lowe was a good 
friend of my father, but I did not get to know him very 
well. However, he and his wife lived in my constituen-
cy, in number 31. His late wife, Mrs. Eunice Van-
Lowe, and I had the opportunity during the campaign 
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to visit her home. She was a very candid and direct 
constituent, put me through the paces with her ques-
tions. Unfortunately, at the time, Mr. Van-Lowe was in 
the hospital. He was fighting cancer. But I was 
pleased to see him on the day of the election. He 
found the strength to come up and to exercise his 
right; he voted. And I was very sad to see that he has 
now passed on. So I ask for the House to send a letter 
of condolence. 
 I would like to also join the chorus of con-
gratulations in relation to the arrival of the Breakaway. 
In particular, Mr. Speaker, with my Transport hat on, I 
would like to really acknowledge the hard work of the 
traffic officers from TCD [Transport Control Depart-
ment] down at the Dockyard site; the ambassadors, 
the tourism ambassadors, who greeted and met the 
passengers as they came off the ship; the staff of the 
Department of Public Transport; the bus drivers; as 
well as the staff of Marine and Ports, maintaining the 
ferries; and especially the taxi drivers and the minibus 
operators, Mr. Speaker. There was a lot of concern, 
there was a lot of talk that we would not be able to 
manage and handle the influx of the guests, not just 
coming off the Breakaway—there was just under 
4,000. There was also the Summit which was in. So 
we had about 6,000 guests. 
 And I would like to congratulate all those in-
volved in transport in dispersing them in a very effi-
cient and effective manner. They did a fantastic job. 
Hopefully, we can maintain that throughout this sea-
son. It will be a challenge, but I am very pleased that 
we got off to a good job. And I would like to congratu-
late all of those involved with the transport system. 
They did a sterling job. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable [Opposition] Whip, the Member from St. Da-
vid’s. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Constituency 3. 
 
The Speaker: Member Lovitta Foggo, you have the 
floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise to first offer condolences to both the 
Mello and Paynter family in St. David’s who did lose 
their loved ones recently. 

But I also want to give special recognition to 
Mr. Philip “Honkey” Lamb, who indeed was a constit-
uent of mine. And I did hear the Premier speak of him 
and speak quite accurately. He is a national hero, in 
my opinion, for the service that he did provide while at 
war. Further to that, Honkey was a great storyteller. 
He was a customs officer and a fisherman. And all the 
ladies can attest to the fact that he was indeed a ma-
jor flirt. He will be greatly missed in his community, St. 
David’s, and by the few remaining comrades that he 

leaves behind, who understood and shared with him 
what it is to be a man who takes part in war. Not a 
great thing that one has to do, but indeed he did serve 
his country and served his country well. 

I would like to offer congratulations to the 
management of St. David’s Cricket Club for the stellar 
job that they did in preparing the field down there at 
St. David’s for the Pepsi games that did take place, 
the international cricket games that did take place just 
recently. Many did come out and watch cricket, and 
many did comment on the state of the field and the 
fact that it all went extremely well. 

I also would finally like to give congratulations 
to recently appointed Chief Inspector Calvin Smith. I 
would like to associate Walter Roban, Michael Weeks 
and Kim Wilson with these comments, and Wayne 
Furbert. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Honourable Members; thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Chief Inspector Calvin Smith 
has worked as a police officer for—you know that old 
Bermudian expression, “umpteen years,” even longer 
than that. I did grow up with Calvin Smith. I do not ev-
er remember him serving in any other capacity. If he 
did, it is unbeknown to me, and I have known him 
since, what, three years old? 
 
The Speaker: You were knee-high to a grasshopper. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. We grew up in the same 
neighbourhood, played together. What can I say? His 
service to the police force has been indeed stellar, 
above board. He always has acquitted himself ex-
tremely well, has worked many years in the criminal 
investigations area, where he, under the leadership of 
former Member, Mr. Wayne Perinchief, did do much in 
terms of solving crimes. I think they had one of the 
greatest outstanding records in terms of solving crime 
at that point in time. So I just want to say, kudos to Mr. 
Calvin Smith in his appointment, and I do expect him 
to move even further up one day. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, MP. 
 The Chair now recognises the Deputy Speak-
er from constituency 4. 
 Ms. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 I am pleased to have the opportunity to first of 
all reflect back. And it seems like so long ago. But in-
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deed, it was just a few months ago that we had the 
opportunity to celebrate Easter. And that being said, it 
would be remiss of me today not to send out a letter of 
congratulations or ask that the House send out a letter 
of congratulations to Ruth Thomas & Company. It was 
an event that she put on; it was a play, which was an 
Easter story. But it was not the traditional Easter story 
that we would all remember. It was a story of two re-
porters looking for and into the story that was led by a 
young man by the name of Jesus. We had actors, 
such as Gary Phillips, Leo Mills, Rev. Nicholas Dill, 
who actually played the part of Lord Pilot. Grace 
Rawlins was the narrator. This was one phenomenal 
play, and I would really, sincerely, encourage anyone, 
if they have an opportunity over perhaps the year, if 
Ruth Thomas & Company certainly plan to perform 
any other events, that they would take the time out to 
go. She is phenomenal in her abilities to pull people 
together and have great performances. 
 In addition, Mr. Speaker, I would like a letter 
of congratulations to be sent to the Mayor of St. 
George’s for the Peppercorn Ceremony. Again, the 
Peppercorn Ceremony was historically a part of St. 
George’s, being the original location of the House of 
Assembly, which of course, we stand in today, which 
is located in the City of Hamilton. So I would like a 
letter to be sent to the Mayor of St. George’s. 
 Finally and, of course, I left this for last. I 
would like to be joined with a letter to the family of 
Honkey Lamb, who was a relative of mine, who I did 
have the great fortune of hearing over many, many 
years, his stories, his laughter, his love of life, his ex-
periences. I was also fortunate to spend a couple of 
hours with him just the day before, with Susie, his sis-
ter. Also, to mention a thank you to the Whip, who just 
brought to my attention, of course, that Mr. Fox is his 
godson, which I would also like to acknowledge. Ob-
viously, therefore, we recognise the fact that we are 
related, but anyone in the East End normally are. 

But I did spend two hours with him the day be-
fore, and I have to tell you, Honkey was Honkey. For 
anyone who might have mourned or the fact that they 
were surprised at his death, right up to the very end, I 
have to tell you, we were joking, we were laughing, he 
was telling stories about his love that he had or undy-
ing love that he had for one of my aunts. But he was 
himself, and I am very, very, very blessed to have had 
him in my life. And anyone that had the opportunity to 
know such a man as Honkey will appreciate that. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Pembroke, and the Member from Pembroke South 
East. 
 MP Rolfe Commissiong, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a few 
minutes out to acknowledge and to offer condolences 
to the family of Mr. Harold Gordon “Doc” Dowling. As 
many in this Chamber know, Doc Dowling was an ex-
emplary community servant. And I would also like to 
acknowledge that Member Blakeney, Member Kim 
Wilson and Member Michael Weeks, Member Walton 
Brown would like to associate themselves with these 
remarks. 
 Mr. Speaker, many people will not be aware 
of this on this side of this equation, but I played briefly 
for North Village and was coached by Harold Dowling. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, you did? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: You may know that at least 
on my mother’s side, we are a PHC [Pembroke Hamil-
ton Club] family. My father went somewhat astray and 
supported the Trojans. But nonetheless— 
 
The Speaker: He had good sense. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I knew you were going to 
say that. 

Anyway, I started my playing career with the 
PHC Whites, the juniors. After all, I grew up in Span-
ish Point. And Bummy, Calvin “Bummy” Symonds, 
was my neighbour, three doors away. So there was 
no other way for me to go. My mother was a fervent 
PHC fan and before that a Key West Rangers fan. 
 We then, like with many Bermudians, migrat-
ed westward, as the ’60s and ’70s came about. And I 
was able to follow the club up to Warwick. Unfortu-
nately, or fortunately, my mother then subsequently 
moved down to Devonshire. And it was virtually im-
possible for me to make training at Stadium Lane. 
Then the idea came for my mother, who was some-
what of a North Shore girl, that I should go and maybe 
try for Village, which I did. And Doc Dowling was the 
coach. And it was a life-changing experience to be 
under him and to be able to witness his great loving 
care and concern for those under his ward as coach 
of North Village’s junior side, or North Village’s junior 
programme. I remember those training sessions at a 
place called Frog Lane. 
 Anyway, Mr. Dowling never married. He never 
had any children. But the community was his family. 
And those young men that he nurtured were, in effect, 
his children, his young boys. And I know that he had a 
wonderful turnout for his funeral and that the North 
Village community was out in force. And so, as I con-
clude here, I once again would like the House to send 
condolences to his brother, in this case, Mr. Arthur 
Dowling, who is one of my constituents, who lives on 
Fourth Avenue. Thank you. 

Oh, finally, Mr. Speaker, if I could just segue 
very quickly, I also would like to offer my personal 
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congratulations to the Premier of Bermuda, who like 
me, is a proud Taurus and who celebrates his birthday 
today. Thank you so much. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister from Smith’s. 

Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In the [interest] of the time restraints, I will 
move through these quickly. I would like to be associ-
ated with the condolences already sent to Honkey 
Lamb and to Doc Dowling.  

Also ask this Honourable Chamber send con-
dolences to the family of Lawrence Dill, who passed 
away after a long illness. He is survived by his loving 
wife and various other brothers and sisters, and par-
ents, Howard and Ruth Dill. 

I would like this Honourable Chamber to send 
condolences to the family of Howard Joynes, a well-
known taxi driver and a man who worked hard in the 
community for a long period of time. Condolences 
should go to his wife, Gloria, and the many family 
members left behind. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is also appropriate to 
send condolences to the family of Mr. Charles Arthur 
“Charlie” Harris, a well-known fireman, who passed 
away recently. He has left behind his loving wife, Pat, 
and other members of the family. 

Mr. Speaker, also during the time that we 
were adjourned over the Easter break, Mr. John Ray-
mond Baptiste passed away. I would like to send con-
dolences to his daughters that he has left behind, and 
associate Honourable Member De Silva and Honour-
able Member Smith and Honourable Member Scott, 
all Members of the Honourable House, as they put up 
their hands. 

Also, finally on condolences, I ask this Hon-
ourable Chamber to send condolences to [the family 
of] Anita Woolridge, who passed away in late March, 
from the great Woolridge clan. I knew Ms. Woolridge 
quite well, and she passed away. And Honourable 
Member Cole Simons would like to be associated with 
that. 

On a brighter note, Mr. Speaker, I would be 
associated with the congratulations sent to Chief In-
spector Calvin Smith on his promotion. I had the 
pleasure of being at the ceremony on April 23rd. I 
would like congratulations also to be sent to the other 
three, Chief Inspector Laws, Chief Inspector Groves, 
and Chief Inspector Donnelly, for their promotions and 
the hard work and the success they have had with the 
Bermuda Police Service. And I know that will continue 
on. 

Mr. Speaker, in congratulating the Bermuda 
Police Service, I think it is also appropriate to send 
congratulations to Chief Inspector Nicholas Pedro, 

who graduated from the FBI [US Federal Bureau of 
Investigation] National Academy in Quantico, Virginia, 
a couple of weeks back. Certainly, Mr. Pedro should 
be congratulated for his initiative and training, and to 
graduate from such an upstanding organisation as the 
FBI, I think bodes well for what we have to offer in the 
Bermuda Police Service. 

In staying with the uniformed services, I would 
like to extend congratulations, Mr. Speaker, to the 
new Fire Chief, Mr. Lloyd Burchall, on his promotion to 
Fire Chief, and look forward to working with him, as I 
am sure all Honourable Members in this Chamber do. 
Mr. Burchall is well equipped for the job, and I look 
forward to the fire service going from strength to 
strength. 

Mr. Speaker, the last congratulations I would 
like to send is to Dr. Wannita Benjamin, who graduat-
ed from—the Honourable Opposition Leader would 
like to be associated—graduated from Aston Universi-
ty in Birmingham, UK. This is a success story all 
round, not only for Dr. Benjamin and her family—she 
went through public school—but also it shows how the 
community can work together. For a number of sum-
mers, she worked with Dr. Siese in his eye business. 
Dr. Siese helped her get along and trained her. She 
has gone away to school with the support of her par-
ents and sacrificed. She has graduated. And now, as 
Dr. Siese retires, Dr. Benjamin is in a good position to 
take that role. So, congratulations to the young lady, 
and all the best. 

Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition. 

The Honourable Member, Derrick Burgess, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like for this House to 
send condolences to the family of Dane Curtis Darrell, 
who passed in his 50ish years. The Honourable 
Member Zane De Silva would like to be associated 
with those remarks. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Darrell was 
probably one of Bermuda’s best young construction 
mechanics, and I mean a very, very friendly guy, giv-
ing person. He would give his last pair of shoes to an-
yone. And, certainly, he will be sorely missed by his 
family and friends. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a brighter note, I would like to 
send congratulations to the Francis Patton School as 
becoming “A Leader in Me” school, the first school in 
Bermuda to start that initiative, and their headmis-
tress, head teacher, principal, Ms. Coddington, a very 
energetic person. I do not think we could get anybody 
better in God’s country down in Hamilton Parish to run 
that school. I mean, she is doing a marvellous job, Mr. 
Speaker. And we want to send congratulations to her 
and the staff and the students at Francis Patton. I 
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would like to also associate the Honourable Member 
Wayne Furbert in those remarks. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister from Southampton, the Minister without Port-
folio. 
 Minister Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Leah K. Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning, House. And thank you. 
 I would first like to offer condolences to the 
family of Julie Stephens, whose husband Mike Ste-
phens died last month after a brief illness. So he 
leaves behind a son. They were my constituents in 
Southampton East Central. 
 I would also like to offer condolences to the 
family of Cal Simons, who was a former candidate for 
this House, whose mother passed in January. His 
mother was Violet Elizabeth Steede. 
 I would also like to offer congratulations to 
Edward “Icewater” Smith and his wife, Lois, who were 
the recipients of the Bermuda CableVision Community 
[Service] Award. It is the first time that the award has 
been given to a couple in eight years. Mr. and Mrs. 
[Smith] have been performing voluntary work for the 
prison fellowship for over 20 years. The Honourable 
Minister, Shawn Crockwell, would like to be associat-
ed with those congratulations. 
 I would also like to send congratulations to 
Michelle Wade of Teen Services. I had the honour of 
representing the Premier at the Outstanding Teen 
Awards in March and gave the opening remarks. And 
I would like to congratulate Ms. Wade for her contin-
ued efforts in bringing together this programme. It was 
refreshing to see the outstanding achievements that 
the teens of Bermuda are making. It is nice to hear 
something positive as opposed to hearing things 
about gangs and shootings and all kinds of other 
things in this country. 
 I would also like to offer congratulations to the 
Outstanding Teen herself, and her name is Latonia 
Fray, and she attends Saltus. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. I would like to associate the Honourable Member 
Wayne Scott with those congratulations as well. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Shadow Minister of Community and Cultural Devel-
opment, from Pembroke East Central, constituency 
16. 
 MP Michael Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the remarks 
by the Honourable Minister Scott on the CARIFTA 
team down at the Bahamas. I actually spent some 

time with Minister Scott there, and like he said, we are 
definitely proud of our team’s accomplishments. 
 I also would like to be associated with the 
comments for the congratulatory remarks about the 
Devonshire Cougars and their Triple Crown accom-
plishment this year. This past season, Mr. Speaker, 
Devonshire Cougars had dedicated their season to 
one of their young stars, Tumaini Steede. And many 
of you know that he met a tragic end early last year. 
So the Devonshire Cougars dedicated their season to 
Tumaini and his family. 
 I also would like to be associated with the 
congratulatory remarks for Calvin Smith, the Chief 
Inspector, an old schoolmate. I have not known him 
quite as long as the Opposition Whip, but I have 
known him since high school. So, kudos to him. 
 Before I sit down, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
be associated with the condolences to Harold “Doc” 
Dowling. Not only was he a former constituent of mine 
before the boundary changed, I was one of those 
young men that was raised in the Village, not North 
Village football team, but in North Village community. I 
was there on Frog Lane. And Doc was one of those 
guys that, like you have heard, never had children of 
his own, but we were all his children. And he always 
kept us in line. When I came back many years later as 
the MP, he did not hesitate to remind me of the things 
that he had done to help me to get where I was. So to 
his family I offer my heartfelt condolences. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Member from Sandys South, MP Terry Lister. 
 MP Lister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity to 
participate, especially falling behind the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Weeks, who made reference to the 
passing of Harold “Doc” Dowling. As you recall, we sat 
together at the funeral, and it was really quite a mov-
ing occasion, a North Village affair, all North Village 
folks and players and fans appearing in their red. And 
surely, Mr. Dowling could be described as the protec-
tor and father of the North Village area. My wife 
played for him. He was her coach when she played 
netball back in the ’70s and ’80s for the North Village 
team. So she was anxious to be there, but unfortu-
nately was sick and could not attend. 
 Also during the break, we lost a stalwart in the 
education system, Mr. Solomon Kawaley. Well be-
yond 80 at the time of his death, Mr. Kawaley had 
served this country well for many years, coming here, 
marrying a beautiful Bermudian young girl that he met, 
young lady he met at college, and deciding that this 
would be his home. He is, of course, as we know, the 
father of our Chief Justice, and he has contributed in 
many ways. 
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 I would also like to offer condolences to the 
family of young Darren Swan. Mr. Swan was probably 
about 40, I believe. He had made a great contribution. 
The Opposition Leader would like to be enjoined. He 
is a White Hill boy. He had coached at BAA, but more 
recently had come home and joined with Tim Telford 
and crew in coaching the Eagles, the junior Eagles. 
So we were struck by the fact that this young man, 
who was at the top of his own health and fitness, was 
struck down by a heart attack and lost. 
 We also want to recognise a fine business-
man. My mother’s family comes from Khyber Pass. So 
Khyber Pass and Saint Mary’s Road were areas that I 
roamed as a young person. And one of the things that 
always struck me was all the vehicles parked at the 
foot of St. Mary’s Road, the home of V. K. Richardson, 
a fine businessman, a leader in his field. And the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, would like to be as-
sociated, and the Opposition Leader and the Honour-
able Member Michael Scott. This is a loss to the 
community. And the Honourable Minister Wayne 
Scott, who I believe may well be his MP. A loss to the 
community, a fine man, a family man, father of, 
amongst others, Melinda Williams, who is serving us 
very well in the Department of Statistics. So I would 
like condolences to go out to his family. 
 I would also like condolences to go out to the 
family of Marjorie Grant. Marjorie Grant is in fact the 
grandmother of my daughter, Keisha. She is also the 
grandmother of Kevin Grant, the Leader of the BPSU 
[Bermuda Public Services Union]. She is a lady who 
has served her family and her community, mother of 
nine children, originally from the North Village area, 
but moved to Somerset. What a wise woman. She 
moved to Somerset about 30 years ago and spent the 
remainder of her working career down at Willowbank. 
She passed recently and will be sadly missed. 
 On a happier note, since we are talking about 
birthdays, I would like to send out birthday congratula-
tions—today is her birthday—to my stepdaughter Car-
la Zuill. Carla is well known to all of us, now serving us 
in the www.Royalgazette.bm and other things. And 
Ms. Davis, the Honourable Member, Ms. Davis, would 
like to be associated, and Minister Richards. I see 
Sylvan Richards, not Bob Richards. Bob does not 
want to be associated, but Sylvan Richards wants to 
be associated, and the Opposition Leader. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
Hon. Terry E. Lister: So we are all wishing Carla a 
happy birthday. 
 I would also like to offer congratulations to the 
CARIFTA winners, both in track and in swimming, and 
as always, especially to my young neighbour, Jesse 
Washington, who I believe has a tremendous future. 
And Ms. Davis, also a CARIFTA athlete herself, would 
like to be associated, and Minister, Ms. Gordon-
Pamplin, would like to be associated as well. 

 Mr. Speaker, I too would like to offer congratu-
lations to the BCB on a fine job that they have been 
putting on this tournament. It gives us high hopes for 
this season, and I am really hopeful that cricket will 
rebound and regain. 
 Lastly, if you will allow me, Mr. Speaker, I 
would just like to be associated with the congratula-
tions to Mr. Lloyd Burchall, a fine leader, and I am 
sure he will keep the fire service going from strength 
to strength; and also to Dr. Benjamin, who I have 
watched grow as she has grown, and I believe she will 
really make a contribution in Bermuda using the expe-
rience she had already and what she has gained at 
college. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Whip for the Government. 

MP Cole Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this morning I rise to send con-
gratulatory remarks to Anthony Philip. Anthony Philip 
was recently appointed CEO of American Internation-
al, Limited. He is a hardworking lawyer, worked below 
the radar and is a fine role model for any young Ber-
mudian interested in the international business sector. 
I know it was not easy. But with perseverance and 
hard work, one can achieve what they set out to 
achieve. So to Anthony, I wish him all the very, very 
best, and I am sure he will succeed in his endeavours. 
 I would like to also send condolences to the 
family of Athalie Simons. She is the mother of Natalie 
Adderley and Cal Simons. She worked in the tourism 
industry for 40 years at the Riddell’s Bay Golf Club. 
And she also, along with her husband, had a guest 
house by the name of Ocean Terrace up in Scenic 
Heights. They ran that successful guest accommoda-
tion for years, and she did her bit to promote Bermuda 
and provide services to our guests. In addition, she 
was actively involved with the Vernon Temple Church 
in that her husband, Erskine Simons, was a minister 
at that church. 

Again, I would like to associate myself with 
the comments made in regards to Solomon Kawaley. 
Mr. Kawaley taught at Sandys when I was there. He 
also taught at Berkeley; he also taught at West End. 
And during his days as a teacher, during the eve-
nings, he also taught at the Bermuda College. A friend 
of mine said, He is a teacher’s teacher. And he was a 
man that was dedicated to developing young people, 
and he, as the Honourable Terry Lister said, adopted 
Bermuda as his home. I read his obituary, and one 
thing that really struck me very, very hard, and I said it 
is typical African spirituality. It says, Like any tradition-
al African father, he regarded his children as his 
wealth. And he was keen to ensure that they all 
worked to their distinctive strengths. I said, this is typi-
cal of the African spirit, and I think a lot of fathers 
could take a page out of Mr. Kawaley’s book. 
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I would like to also associate myself with the 
comments made in regards to the CARIFTA medal 
winners and also the CARIFTA participants. I wish 
them all the best, and keep up the good work, be-
cause they are role models, following them. 

That is all I have, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke Central, constituency 17. 
 MP Walton Brown, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giv-
ing me the opportunity to speak this morning. 
 
The Speaker: You are quite welcome. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I would like for this 
Honourable Chamber to send a letter of congratula-
tions to the public interest group, Two Words and a 
Comma. For more than six years, Mr. Speaker, this 
group has been a powerful catalyst in an effort to 
make Bermuda a more just society. 
 Today marks a critical juncture in achieving 
their objectives, and I would like for this Honourable 
House to recognise this and send them a letter of 
congratulations for being a powerful catalyst in that 
endeavour. 
 I would also, Mr. Speaker, ask that this Hon-
ourable Chamber . . . I recognise that both the Prem-
ier and Opposition Leader have sent a letter of condo-
lences to the former Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, Margaret Thatcher. But I think it is appropri-
ate that this House, this Chamber, also send a letter 
of condolence. While Prime Minister Thatcher operat-
ed on a political train somewhat opposed to the train I 
operate on, I recognise that she represented powerful 
conviction, clear vision and set out to achieve her ob-
jectives. And that, in my view, represents a strong 
leadership. So I would ask that this Honourable 
Chamber do send a letter of condolences to the family 
of the former Prime Minister of the UK. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke West, constituency 19. 
 MP Jeanne Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to be associated with 
the remarks to the family of the late Athalie Simons. In 
addition to being my brother’s mother-in-law, there are 
lots of people that have been in this House, past 
Speaker Lowe, the Scotts, lots of people that are her 
relatives. And I think lots of us recognise that we are 
going to miss her. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  

  
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Pardon? Oh, yes. You 
said earlier that you were her nephew, and I thought 
that you said— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. Speak 
to the Chair. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Right. Sorry. I am speak-
ing to the Chair. Right. I am speaking to the Chair. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I want to also 
make sure that we send congratulations to the organ-
isers of the Women in Sports. You know, that was 
something that was done, and I must admit I appreci-
ated taking part in the 5K walk. I forgot what it was like 
when you are not on the campaign trail to get out 
there and walk. But it was very nice. And Patricia 
Gordon-Pamplin, the Minister, was there, as well as 
lots of other women. 
 I would like also to have congratulations sent 
to the family of the Outstanding Teen, Latonia Fray, 
who is the daughter of Lloyd Fray. And I had the op-
portunity to talk to her at the ICC cricket match. She 
knows a lot about cricket, and I was quite surprised 
that, like lots of other girls, she is very well-rounded 
and is going abroad to university in September. 
 I would like to be associated with the remarks 
with respect to Darren Swan. Darren Swan was also a 
very good golfer, and I had the opportunity of playing 
with him in the past.  

In terms of being associated with the remarks 
to the family of the late V. K. Richardson, V. K. was 
someone who used to talk with my father. And I would 
drive with my father to his house so they could have 
the conversations about what was happening in Ber-
muda. And we are sad to see his passing. 

Last but not least, I would like to send con-
gratulations to the Kiwanis Club, who once again had 
their Night of [Poetry and] Song. This organisation has 
been, on an annual basis, producing some very great 
concerts, and I would like to think that they will contin-
ue to do it. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Sandys [North], the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 36, yes, the last one up here. 
 MP Michael Scott, the Learned Member, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, I would ask that 
this House offer and send letters of condolences to a 
number of families. First, to the family of Mr. Anson 
“Aching Heart” Simmons, the beloved father of Char-
lotte, Molly, Rhonda, and Michael, who was an am-
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bassador in the area of hospitality in our country. Sad-
ly, we lost him in April. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would ask that this Hon-
ourable House send a letter of condolences to the 
family of William Napoleon Pitt, also of Sandys, there 
on Huntley Lane, the loving brother of Francis Tony 
Philpott and Calvert Pitt, Valeria Cariah, and the late 
Lucille Lapsley. He was regarded, as former Minister 
Terry Lister indicated, he was very much a protector 
and father in our parish, linked to the Somerset Prima-
ry School, helped there and helped with the sporting 
efforts over at the Somerset Cricket Club, particularly 
with some of the youth leagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, Mr. Earl Brighton Simons’s dear 
wife, Mrs. Barbara Rosalind Simons, passed over the 
break, of Kitchener Road, and I would ask that the 
House send a letter of condolence to her family, the 
family of Mrs. Barbara Simons, a dedicated worker at 
the Willowbank Hotel. 
 Finally, a recent passing of Ms. Angela Den-
ise Proctor, the cashier there at the Somerset at Rob-
inson’s Boat Works [Marina], has just passed, 
Gussa’s wife. So we send our condolences, and the 
Opposition Leader, I am sure, is asking to be associ-
ated, and the Shadow Minister of Justice, Shadow 
Attorney General, Ms. Kim Wilson. Angela leaves to 
mourn her husband, Gussa, and a number of sisters 
and brothers in the Somerset family, and children. 
Just to be . . . her children . . . she was in her 56th 
year. Her children are Shonyasha and Camika, Sekai, 
Javon [and Darnell]. She is the daughter of Delores 
and Charles Hubbard. Her sisters are Antoinette and 
Charlene. So we ask that the condolences be sent to 
that family on that side. 
 I want to be associated, if I can, Mr. Speaker, 
with the condolences of Mr. Solomon Kawaley. He 
was regarded as the Father of Science in our Island, 
as we heard at the very fine homegoing service held 
at the cathedral during the break. I want to be associ-
ated with the condolences to Dalzel, Mrs. Trott, of 
Trott Drapery; the congratulations to now Chief In-
spector Cal Smith; and I think those are the matters. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister from Hamilton South, the Minister of Envi-
ronment and Planning. 
 Minister Sylvan Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would just like to offer congratulations to the 
organisers of the Catlin End-to-End charity walk that 
was held recently. It was, I believe, the 26th anniver-
sary of this event. And I participated in the event, Mr. 
Speaker, along with a few of my colleagues. And it 
was very encouraging to be out and about and to see 
the support from the general public that this event 

has. There were Bermudians from all walks of life 
along the railway trails and along the various routes, 
encouraging the walkers. And I know that this charity 
event raises substantial amounts of money that bene-
fit the community. 
 I actually, Mr. Speaker, started walking from 
the Blue Hole Hill, and my intention was to stop at 
John Smith’s Bay. And I found myself, a few hours 
later, ungracefully bowing out up near Tom Wadson’s 
Farm. But it was a beautiful event, so I just want to 
once again congratulate the organisers of the Catlin 
End-to-End charity walk. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Warwick South East, constituency 24. 
 MP Lawrence Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would just like to be associated with the con-
dolences for my great aunt, Athalie Simons. 
 And I would also like to send out congrats to 
one of my most outspoken constituents, Ms. Ce-
annda Brown-Robinson who is probably one of the 
few constituents that are better known than me 
throughout the area. She retired from the civil service 
recently, and wanted to just congratulate her for her 
long-standing Government service. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister from constituency 23, Paget West. 
 MP Gordon-Pamplin, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am asking simply to be associ-
ated with some of the remarks that have already been 
given, but I believe it is important to do so. 
 Firstly, the Women in Sports. The organisa-
tion was absolutely first class. They were able to bring 
in as their guest speaker Lisa Leslie, who was an 
Olympian Gold Medalist basketball player for the US 
team. Her message that night was absolutely incredi-
ble and inspirational. And her spirit just permeated 
throughout the entire proceedings, as she at six foot 
five was happy to take photographs with anybody who 
wanted. So you can imagine somebody at five feet 
standing alongside somebody at six foot five. She was 
just warm and embracing, and it was just a wonderful 
experience. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
comments made by my honourable colleague, Minis-
ter Richards, on the Catlin End-to-End. We had de-
cided from a party perspective that we would do a re-
lay because we did not believe that any one of us was 
going to be able to do the entire End-to-End. So the 
intent was that we would walk our own parish, and I 
thought it was a wonderful idea. And Minister Rich-
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ards, as he says, he ungracefully bowed out at Whale 
Bay, Wadson’s Farm. But it is interesting, because I 
was meant to start, do my Paget bit, and I actually 
was waiting for Minister Richards, who took a little 
longer than I would have hoped. So I had to go down 
to meet him at Collector’s Hill. And before I knew it, I 
was actually at the finish line, 17 miles later, at Dock-
yard. So some of us managed to grit it out. 
 But to all of those who participated, it was an 
absolutely wonderful event. And it was great. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It was an abso-
lutely wonderful event, and the public spirit was in-
dicative of what we hope to be able to achieve gener-
ally within this Island. 
 I would like to be associated with the remarks 
of condolences to the family of Darren Swan. Darren 
was almost like a son to me. His mother, Velda, and I 
played softball. We were travel partners for a long 
time. So I have watched these children grow. So it 
was quite indeed a shock when Darren passed away. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to say that life is 
ever so fleeting, because you will know that we had a 
young Bermudian woman, Jurina Smith, who actually 
is a cousin of the Honourable Member Blakeney, who 
tragically was killed in a traffic accident in North Caro-
lina. And interestingly, as his family was going through 
that level of bereavement, I myself lost a niece in Dal-
las, Texas, to a traffic accident. So these are things 
that we have to acknowledge, we have to live through. 
And we just hope that we are able to get through the 
challenges of these types of bereavements with sup-
port and love. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Jurina Smith. The 
Leader of the Opposition and Honourable Member 
Cole Simons would also like to be associated with 
those condolences. 
 Important also to associate with the condo-
lences to the family of Doc Dowling. Because not only 
was Doc Dowling the Mr. North Village, anybody who 
has been around the softball environment would know 
that Doc held a concession at the Michael Preece 
Softball Stadium for donkey’s years. And the one thing 
he was known for was insisting on a level of respect 
and discipline from everybody who walked through 
those gates. So I would like to join those condolences 
sent to his family. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to ask 
that this Honourable House send condolences to the 
family of Irene Trott, who was fondly known as “Girlie.” 
She is the mother to Patsy Trott Harvey and Judith 
Trott Swan, who passed away. She is from Valley 
Road in Paget. And she was in her 90s, but one in-
credibly spry, young woman, as I will call her, who 

was always very encouraging. Notwithstanding any 
differences that we may have had in terms of political 
philosophy, she was always embracing. 

I have known that family from very young be-
cause her first grandson is the same age as my son. 
And her daughter Patsy and I went to high school to-
gether. So I have kind of hung out in Valley Road with 
that family for an awful long period of time. She her-
self was the widow of a former Chief Inspector of Po-
lice, Oliver Trott, who passed away quite some years 
ago. But she was a stabilising force to all the young 
people in that Valley Road area. And the respect that 
she commanded was absolutely invaluable in the for-
mation of some of the young lives that she actually 
touched in that area. So I would just ask that condo-
lences be sent to that family, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: I did already. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Okay. The Hon-
ourable Member indicated that he already did that.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. Right. You are associating then. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So I would just 
like to be associated. I would like to be associated. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Sandys. 
 Honourable and Learned Member Kim Wil-
son, from constituency 34, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 There are a number of condolences that I 
would like to be associated with. But first and fore-
most, if we could send condolences, please, Mr. 
Speaker, to the families of Myron Spencer Galloway 
and Anson “Aching Heart” Simmons, who . . . We can 
associate the condolences with respect to the family 
of Mr. Simmons and Mr. Galloway with the Leader of 
the Opposition, please. 
 Myron Spencer Galloway, as many will know, 
was a prison officer for many, many years. And his 
children in particular recalled a number of wonderful 
stories about him, and the legacy that he left with his 
family, his nieces and nephews, will certainly live on. 
He was a very solid individual, and despite his size 
and stature, his impression—he left an indelible im-
pression on all people, despite him being somewhat 
short. And his family recalled a number of episodes 
where some of the individuals, the casemates at the 
time who towered over him, would perhaps try to en-
gage in certain types of infractions. And he was not 
having none of that, despite his size. But they all knew 
that he was a very respected man. So I would like, if 
we could please send condolences to his family. 
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 And also, you would have been with me, Mr. 
Speaker, to the homegoing celebration of Mr. Anson 
“Aching Heart” Simmons, wonderful, wonderful ser-
vice. This man, as no doubt the Honourable and 
Learned Minister of Transport could attest to, was an 
ambassador, a true ambassador to Bermuda, driving 
taxi for some 50 years. And I think 30 years of such 
was situated at Reefs, coming back and forth. There 
were a number of people that he had met throughout 
his travels as a true ambassador who actually came 
from overseas to attend his homegoing service. 
 His children, Molly, Rhonda, Eugene, and 
Randolph, and his daughter-in-law, CarolAnn, and the 
rest of the family, if we could please send condolenc-
es to them—a wonderful man. And he was very, very 
fit and active and passed away doing what he loved, 
which is walking the railway trails in the morning. You 
would know, Mr. Speaker, that he was an honourable 
life member of the greatest cricket club in Bermuda, 
Somerset Cricket Club. As well as a life member of 
the Leopards Club, Mr. Speaker, and a staunch mem-
ber of St. James Church. 
 Mr. Speaker, real quickly, if I could be associ-
ated also with the congratulatory comments with re-
spect to the Women in Sports, in particular Donna 
Watson and Debbie Jones-Hunter and their team for 
organising this wonderful Expo. I took my 11-year-old 
daughter there, and we stayed the whole day. It was 
an empowering experience, particularly for young girls 
with respect to this experience. So if I could please be 
associated with that. 
 Real quickly also, Mr. Speaker, one of your 
former colleagues, I would like to send congratulatory 
comments to Mrs. Dean, Earla Dean of Somerset, 
having just completed—and the Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition would also like to be associated with 
this, Mr. Speaker—just completing 10 years of service 
with the Department of Corrections as a passionate 
educator and a teacher’s teacher, having first served 
some 40 years in the education system as a teacher 
prior to that. So she is certainly regarded as a teach-
er’s teacher. She serves with passion and commit-
ment. Sometimes I will run into her in the grocery 
store, and I actually hate seeing her because every-
body knows her. Every student from Somerset has 
gone through her class at some point. So she is 
standing there and talking to them, et cetera, et 
cetera. So she truly is a committed and devoted 
teacher. She loves teaching. It is a passion, which no 
doubt you shared as well when you were in that form, 
Mr. Speaker. So if we could please send congratula-
tions to her. 
 And really quickly, if I could be associated 
with my learned friend, the Minister— 
 
The Speaker: Last one, Minister. Last one. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: —with respect to the congratula-
tions of Ed and Lois Smith for their Community Ser-

vice Award. These are constituents of mine, and they 
have been very heavily involved in the prison fellow-
ship and they need to be commended. 
 My last one, Mr. Speaker—thank you—is 
congratulations to sister Betty-Jean Gilbert. 
 
The Speaker: You are trying me out, are you not? 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I sure am. 

Associating the Opposition side and the whole 
House with respect to her recent award as the 12th 
Annual VIP Excellence Award held on Saturday, the 
20th. She has been the banquet captain and worked at 
Fairmont for 19 years, in the hospitality industry her 
whole life, another model citizen showing that tourism 
is alive and that people like her will help to keep it 
moving. Thank you. 

 
An Hon. Member: Bravo! Bravo! 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Southampton East, constituency 30 
[sic]. 
 MP Zane De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate . . . 
Well, I did associate already the condolences to the 
family of Mr. Dane Darrell, when the Deputy Opposi-
tion Leader, Derrick Burgess, gave a little synopsis of 
Dane. I have to, it would be remiss of me if I did not 
mention a few things about Dane because we spent a 
lot of time together as he was building his career, Mr. 
Speaker. As the Deputy mentioned, he was a very 
good, probably one of the best young contractors, Mr. 
Speaker. He was only 50 years of age when he 
passed. But certainly, he and I spent many a day, 
many a night together because we are both in the 
same industry. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also have this 
Honourable House send congratulations to Ms. Jubi-
lee Edness. She is the granddaughter of Ms. Eva Ed-
ness, from Sunnyside Park, Mr. Speaker. This young 
lady was the only Bermudian, the only Bermudian 
from St. John’s University in New York that was se-
lected to attend a RIMS [Risk Management Society] 
conference held just recently. In fact, the Premier, 
along with the Finance Minister and I think a few oth-
ers, the OBA Members, Ministers, attended. But what 
a great achievement for this young lady, Mr. Speaker, 
and I thought that she should be recognised. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to send con-
gratulations out to the Blood Donor Centre, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the Blood Donor Centre, you 
would know certainly, I am sure, that the Minister of 
Health and Seniors will bring something shortly to this 
House just acknowledging what the Blood Donor Cen-
tre does and how they assist people in Bermuda. I 
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give blood on a regular basis, and last week while I 
was overseas received a call that they were a little 
desperate. So quickly upon my return, I dashed down 
there and gave a donation, Mr. Speaker. 

So as I have always done, I encourage all 
Members in this Honourable House, if they do not do-
nate, to please set an example and donate. Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I believe the Honourable 
Minister Dunkley says he is a regular donor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Comes out like milk. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: “Comes out like milk,” he 
says. Well, that’s good. He will know that it only takes 
eight minutes—it only takes eight minutes to get a pint 
from myself, Mr. Speaker. And I am sure that if his 
comes out like milk it must be a little quicker. So he 
must donate more often than most. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be asso-
ciated with the congrats to the Premier, today being 
his birthday. Well, it is ironic that he ends up being the 
Premier, I guess, because former Premier Brown’s 
birthday is today as well. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes. And all Members 
on this side would like to be associated with those 
congrats. I understand the former Premier Brown is 
set to tee it up right now in California, as we speak. So 
he is certainly going to enjoy, or not enjoy, his birth-
day, depending on the score he shoots. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the congrats to Devonshire Cougars for their 
Triple Crown achievement. The Shadow Minister of 
Finance and I have a standing bet, because as every-
body knows I am an ex-Eagles player, as you will 
know, Mr. Speaker. You certainly put a few bullets 
past me in your day, which I have never forgotten. 
 But I would also like to congratulate another 
Triple Crown champion this season, Mr. Speaker, and 
I will declare my interest. It is the Watford Sports Club. 
They won the Triple Crown in snooker this year, ably 
led by the magnificent Mr. Steven Bremar, who is the 
captain and also has won the Bermuda Open several 
times. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition, MP Marc Bean. 
 Leader Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning to honourable colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that every base has been 
covered in this congratulatory and obituary remarks. I 

would like to just reiterate my association in terms of 
condolences to the family of Ms. Angie Proctor, who is 
the wife of Wendell Gussa Proctor, who has been my 
next-door neighbour for all my life and used to feed 
me goat’s milk when I was a younger person. She has 
passed away from a long-term illness. And many peo-
ple within the West End will recognise her as being, 
as rightfully stated by the Honourable and Learned 
Member Michael Scott, as the cashier at Robinson’s 
Marina. 
 Mr. Speaker, one thing is for sure. You would 
not find a more beautiful, kind-hearted person in the 
West. Now, being that she was from the West, that 
made her the most beautiful and kind-hearted person 
in Bermuda. 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Absolutely. And she was a 
wonderful person, an excellent mother, an excellent 
grandmother and a wonderful neighbour. And my 
condolences go out to her family. 
 Likewise, I would like to be associated with 
the condolences to Darren Swan’s passing, to his 
family. He was affectionately known within my com-
munity as “Bob.” He played golf, he coached football 
and he was a well-known ferry pilot for some time, Mr. 
Speaker. And it was a shock to know that a person 
that had so much vibrancy succumbed to his demise. 
 Last, but not least, I would like to be associat-
ed with congratulatory remarks to Devonshire Recrea-
tion Club, an institution that has a strong affinity to us 
at the Progressive Labour Party, and their President, 
Ms. Nadine Browne-Evans. I too was on the field 
when Devonshire Recreation Club won their first tro-
phy as the champions of the premier division. I was 
the coach of Somerset Eagles. And it is good to see 
that they are progressing and they won a Triple Crown 
in the memory of Tumaini Steede. 

And I also think it was in the memory of the 
late Jeremy DeShields and Corey Smith, two other 
former members of the Devonshire Cougars who trag-
ically passed away under different circumstances. But 
certainly, congratulations to the crew of Ole Ole, the 
Devonshire Recreation Club. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke West Central, constituency 
18. 
 MP David Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and good 
morning. 
 Just a few items; I have one new item. I would 
like to, of course, be associated with the condolences 
to the family of Irene “Girlie” Trott. Her family lives in 
my constituency, and I would, of course, associate my 
remarks because she, her husband, of course, was in 
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the police force, a long-standing person in the police 
force. And Ms. Trott is the mother of one of my won-
derful constituents, Ms. Patricia Harvey, who has al-
ways been very nice and kind to me. So I just want to 
make sure that I am associated with those. 
 On a new matter, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
ask that a letter of congratulations be sent not only to 
my fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha, on the hosting of their 
Beautillion, but also to the winner of the Alpha Phi Al-
pha Beautillion, Mr. Marcus Bean, from CedarBridge 
Academy. Every year, the fraternity puts on the Beau-
tillion; this is our 13th year. And it is a scholarship 
competition for young men that represent their various 
schools. The participants this year were Marcus Bean, 
from CedarBridge Academy; Kyle Trott, from Warwick 
Academy; Marcus Smith, from Saltus Grammar 
School; and Paul DeShield, from Bermuda Institute. 

And Mr. Bean won a $5,000 scholarship, and 
also all the members, all the people who participated 
will win scholarships in various amounts. So I would 
like the House to recognise the fraternity and also to 
send a special letter of congratulations to Mr. Marcus 
Bean on his achievement. And I would like to associ-
ate the Honourable Member from constituency 24 and 
the Honourable Member from constituency 23 with 
those congratulatory remarks. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate 
myself with the congratulations which were originally 
sent from someone from constituency 28, the Hon-
ourable Member. Of course, I would like to say con-
gratulations to the Devonshire Cougars not for just the 
Triple Crown; the first thing is the FA Cup. The last 
time we were in session, I congratulated them on their 
friendship victory and also their league victory, and 
this time it is a pleasure to associate my congratula-
tions with the FA Cup. 

As having known a lot of the members of that 
team and seeing the adversity which they have come 
through and the way in which they have come togeth-
er, the way in which the club, the former leadership of 
the club and also the new leadership of the club is 
working hard to transform the club, I just want to make 
sure that that is recognised, because the young peo-
ple on that team have done tremendous work, and 
they not only do work on the field. We have to re-
member that this team does work in the community. 
They participate in the End-to-End. They mentor 
young kids. They do a lot of stuff that is outside the 
field. And I think that that needs to be recognised as 
well. 
 And so with that, Mr. Speaker, I would just like 
to associate myself with those remarks, of course, and 
thanking the Members of the House for associating 
themselves with the congratulations for the Triple 
Crown winners. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 Would any other Member care to speak? 

 Just before we move on, I would like to just 
associate myself with a couple of the condolences 
and congratulations that were made. As far as condo-
lences, I would like to be associated with condolences 
to the families of Darren Swan, of course, who is in 
my constituency; and Angie Proctor, in particular; and 
then V. K. Richardson. V. K. Richardson, I can tell you 
as the principal of Warwick Secondary School, V. K. 
did anything that I asked him to do. He moved any-
thing at Warwick Sec at no charge. He was absolutely 
amazing in the support that he gave to that school 
when I was the principal at Warwick Sec. So condo-
lences to his family. 
 And then Mr. Solomon Kawaley, who was my 
chemistry teacher at Berkeley. I will never forget Mr. 
Kawaley, because I was not the nicest of boys in 
school. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I was not the best-behaved boy in 
school. And I would never forget the day that Mr. Ka-
waley said to me, Horton! Horton! Bring your boxing 
gloves! Bring your boxing gloves tomorrow! He want-
ed me to put on boxing gloves so he could knock me 
out legitimately. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: So, I really would like to offer condo-
lences. Mr. Kawaley made a significant contribution to 
our community through education and, of course, in 
the Sandys community. 
 Then finally, on the congratulations side, two 
young men who I have seen grow, first the new Chief 
Officer of the Fire Services, a former Warwick Sec-
ondary School graduate, a young man who I knew 
was going to make it to the top wherever he went. And 
it is just a joy to see him achieve the way that he has. 
And then another young man from Somerset whom I 
have seen grow, Anthony Philip, who will be in charge 
of business strategies for AIG in Bermuda. Those are 
two men who set an outstanding example of what can 
be done in our community. So, congratulations to 
those young men. 
 Thank you for your indulgence, Members. 
 
[Pause] 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: We move to matters of privilege. There 
are none. 
  

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
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NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
  

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Members. 

The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Deputy Premier, the Minister of Public Safety. 

Honourable Minister Dunkley, you have the 
floor. 

 
FIRST READINGS 

 
PROCEEDS OF CRIME AMENDMENT ACT 2013 

 
FIREARMS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 

 
PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am pleased today to introduce the following 
Bills; I am introducing the first reading so that they 
may be placed on the Order Paper for the next sitting: 
the Proceeds of Crime Amendment Act 2013, the 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013 and the Prisons 
Amendment Act 2013. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Carry on, Minister. Do you have one more? 
No? I see. 
 I recognise now the Honourable Minister 
Scott, who has the floor. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I am introducing the following Bill for its first 
reading so that it may be placed on the Order Paper 
for the next sitting: the Human Rights Amendment Act 
2013. Thank you. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 

 That covers our Bills. There are no Opposition 
Bills, no Private Members’ Bills. 
  

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

ELECTIONS 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Member, C. Walton Brown. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I give notice that at the next day 
of meeting, I propose to move the following motion: 
 Whereas ensuring integrity and transparency 
in the electoral process is a cornerstone of democra-
cy; Be it resolved that this Honourable House estab-
lish a Select Committee on elections with the mandate 
of examining and reviewing any matter relating to 
elections and report its findings and recommendations 
to Parliament. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are none. 
  

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We move to Orders of the Day. The 
first Order is the second reading of the Companies 
Amendment Act 2013, in the name of the Minister of 
Economic Development. It looks like that will be car-
ried over, will it? Yes, that is going to be carried over. 
 The second matter is the Parole Board 
Amendment Act 2013, in the name of the Minister of 
Home Affairs, which will be handled by the Minister for 
Public Safety in this House. 
 The Chair recognises now the Minister for 
Public Safety. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Parole Board 
Amendment Act 2013 be now read the second time 
and committed. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none. Carry on, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

PAROLE BOARD AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Mr. Speaker, the Bill before this Honourable 
House is the Parole Board Amendment Act 2013. 
Honourable Members will be aware that as Minister of 
Public Safety, I am responsible for the appointing of 
members of the Parole Board and providing policy 
direction for the board. 
 The Parole Board was established by the sec-
tion 3 of the Parole Board Act 2001, and since its in-
ception has consisted of five members, including a 
chairperson, a psychological practitioner, a barrister 
and an attorney, a person with knowledge or experi-
ence of the aftercare of the discharged prisoners, and 
one other person. This Bill, Mr. Speaker, will increase 
the number of Parole Board members to seven, with 
the intent of increasing the operational efficiency of 
the board. 

Mr. Speaker, the board is charged with the re-
sponsibility of handling all matters in respect of the 
parole of prisoners. Members of the board have the 
very important task of making decisions governing the 
time, terms and conditions of release of incarcerated 
persons by assessing the risks they pose to the com-
munity and to themselves. The public and Members of 
this Honourable House can be assured that great 
consideration is put into each and every release. 

Mr. Speaker, this Bill stipulates that, of the 
additional members of the board, one shall be a per-
son with such technical knowledge or expertise which 
will, in the opinion of the Minister, benefit the board in 
its deliberations. Mr. Speaker, it is very clear with the 
changing tides of Bermuda’s criminal culture, this pro-
vision will allow the Minister with responsibility for the 
board to appoint individuals who have an acute un-
derstanding of the challenges that inmates will face on 
release, and knowledge of the best practices to help 
them avoid or overcome these challenges. 

In 2012, the Parole Board reviewed more than 
131 cases. It is anticipated that the new seven-
member board will be able to develop subcommittees 
in order to adequately dedicate the time and re-
sources that are necessary to more thoroughly review 
each case. 

Mr. Speaker, I have shared with current 
members of the board that it is this Government’s pol-
icy to make certain that dangerous criminals remain 
out of the community until they are deemed suitably 
rehabilitated. I am confident that the increased man-
power and expertise will improve the efficiency of the 
board in determining the readiness of inmates for re-
lease into the community. 

Mr. Speaker, this Bill represents a start of this 
Government’s undertaking to fully review and update 
parole legislation. The Ministry of Public Safety will 
continue to review Bermuda’s parole policies and 
make the necessary legislative changes that are in the 
best interests of the public and those in the custody of 
the Department of Corrections. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to commend 
this Bill to the Honourable House and for Honourable 
Members to discuss. Thank you, sir. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Sandys, the Shadow At-
torney General and Shadow Minister of Legal Affairs. 
 MP Kim Wilson, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this side does support this legis-
lation and these amendments. I think it is critical to 
ensure that there are sufficient numbers for the Parole 
Board to operate. And just for the public’s edification, 
the Parole Board Act is some 12 years old. And I was 
pleased to hear the Honourable Deputy Leader indi-
cate that his Ministry and the Government were com-
mitted to reviewing and updating the parole legisla-
tion. Like I said, it is somewhat dated. 

I would hope that perhaps during those con-
siderations and deliberations with respect to the re-
view of the legislation, that the Government will con-
sider some of the initiatives that were proposed by the 
Opposition as it relates to the reform of parole. In par-
ticular, I speak to the introduction of review courts, 
which we have supported and proposed, which would 
be effectively a board that would hear the applications 
of persons making submissions for the grant of parole 
for persons that had been sentenced to a term of im-
prisonment for four years and above. And in the first 
instance, that review court, if possible, would be pre-
sided over, Mr. Speaker, by the sentencing judge 
and/or magistrate for that parolee, for that person that 
is making application for parole. 

We thought that that was certainly something 
that has happened and had great success in many 
other jurisdictions, because the sentencing judge who 
made the first sentence has a lot more knowledge, 
intimately, concerning the offences and the mitigating 
factors and the like, and the best person that is possi-
ble that would be able to preside over the adjudication 
with respect to the application for parole. 
 In addition to that, during the course of the 
review and update, perhaps the Government will also 
consider one of the other proposals made by the Op-
position, which was effectively an amalgamation of the 
Treatment of Offenders Board and the Parole Board 
so that that board would, in addition to dealing with 
any types of infractions that occurred within the cor-
rection facility, they would be the ones that would deal 
with the adjudication of applications for parole for sen-
tences of four years and below.  

The effect is that the review court would work 
in tandem with the amalgamated Parole Board. And 
we thought that that would better serve the admin-
istration of justice and particularly as it relates to the 
special needs of those persons that are making appli-
cations for parole to ensure that all types of treatment 
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regimes and modalities that have been prescribed and 
suggested for those individuals have been complied 
with before the eligibility for parole is granted. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable and Learned 
Member. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak to this matter? 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I thank the Honourable Member, the Opposi-
tion, for this Bill on this, and I thank the Opposition for 
their support. And I will discuss the comments with the 
Honourable Member at the end of this debate or an-
other time. 
 If there are no other speakers, Mr. Speaker, I 
move that this Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections to the Bill being 
committed. The Chair asks that the Deputy Speaker 
please take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 
[Pause] 
 

House in Committee at 12:21 pm 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PAROLE BOARD AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole for further consideration of 
the Bill before us entitled Parole Board Amendment 
Act 2013. I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move that the introduction and clauses 1 and 
2 be moved. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members that would 
like to speak to the passing of those two clauses? 
 Please continue. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 The introduction—this Bill seeks to amend the 
Parole Board Act 2001, the principal Act, to increase 
the number of Parole Board members from five to 
seven. 
 Clause 1 is the standard citation provision.  

Clause 2 amends section 4(1) of the principal 
Act by deleting section 4(1)(e) and substituting it with 
a provision that increases the number of board mem-
bers from one to three, with the requirement that at 
least one of the three members be a person with such 
technical expertise as, in the opinion of the Minister 
with the responsibility for the Parole Board, will benefit 
the board in its deliberations. 
 The other three board members are set out in 
the addition to the four board members that are in 
section 4(1)(a) through section 4(1)(d) of the principal 
Act, thereby increasing the number of board members 
from five to seven. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 It has been moved that the citation and 
[clause 2], the amendment to section 4, be approved. 

Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to it, any objection to the motion? 

There are no objections. 
Minister? 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move that the Preamble be moved and the 
Bill reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It is moved that the Bill be reported to 
the House as printed. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objection; agreed to. The Bill will be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Parole Board Amendment Act 
2013 was considered by a Committee of the whole 
House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 12:24 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PAROLE BOARD AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 

The Chair recognises the Honourable Minis-
ter, Mr. Dunkley. 

 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that Standing Order No. 21 be sus-
pended to enable me to move the Bill entitled the Pa-
role Board Amendment Act 2013 be now read for the 
third time by its title only, the Parole Board Act 2013. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
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 There are none. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PAROLE BOARD AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I move that the Bill do now 
pass. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 There are none. The Bill is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Parole Board Amendment Act 
2013 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: That brings us to the end. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we break for lunch at this time 
until two o’clock. I mean, that we adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Honourable Premier, it is 12:25 
now. And are people going to speak on the Motion to 
Adjourn? 
 
Some Hon. Members: We are. 
 
The Speaker: We are? Okay. So then we will break 
for lunch. All right. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. I figured that, sir. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. I just wanted to make 
sure. I do not want to . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: We might be here all day; I will not 
have my lunch. 
 The House is now [suspended] to two o’clock. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:26 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. K.H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: We have completed the Orders of the 
Day. 

Mr. Premier? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I move now that we adjourn until May 31, 
2013. And, with that adjournment, I would like to say 
happy May 24th (at that time next week) as we all en-
joy that festival day. But we will adjourn until May 31st. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber W. Roban. 
 MP Roban, you have the floor. 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am happy to rise to speak on this Motion to 
Adjourn, having just come back from a break. It is nice 
to know that we have another little break coming up 
recognising our heritage (another one), but this is the 
season of the summer and the summer brings relaxa-
tion. So I am sure everybody will enjoy that when it 
comes. Of course, there is work in between, but it is a 
good time to be in Bermuda. It is a good time to relax, 
a good time to work as well. 
 A number of things, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to chat about, and I am sure other Members will have 
plenty to say. 
 I would like to firstly say that, like so many 
other persons in this country, I look forward to this 
summer period, particularly because visitors will be 
here enjoying the Island, taking in the greatest exam-
ples of Bermudian hospitality. I am very thankful that 
early this week we welcomed the cruise industry back 
to Bermuda for the season—the Breakaway being 
perhaps the pinnacle of that introduction for this year. 
And what a welcome it was. It was done very well. 
Bermudians were seen to be at their best in the West 
End. And what I am quite happy about is that every-
thing that is down there, Mr. Speaker, you know . . . 
where was the Dockyard 15 or 20 years ago? It was a 
ghost town. And now it is the hallmark— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: It was the hallmark; it is now 
the hallmark of the visitor experience in Bermuda.  
 Now, I heard some chirping from an Honoura-
ble Member from Warwick about . . . something about 
St. George’s and that . . . well, perhaps, the Honoura-
ble Member needs to speak to his own Cabinet about 
what they are going to do with St. George’s because 
the country has not heard anything yet [about] what 
they are going to do for St. George’s. But let me not 
touch on that now. I have some other things I would 
like to address. We can talk on St. George’s and there 
are plenty of other people on my side, perhaps, who 
have something to say about the East End. 
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 But we all should be proud of what is at Dock-
yard. Dockyard has become the major attraction for 
many visitors and locals in Bermuda because once 
the summer comes in it is pretty much the hub of 
much of the summer leisure activity with the mix of 
things down there. And we look forward to seeing that 
continue. And certainly much of this could not have 
been accomplished without, yes, the work of the pre-
vious Government over the past 15 years ending De-
cember 17th, but also with the major investment that 
was made in the Heritage Wharf, which, without the 
presence of that investment the Breakaway would be 
a dream. It would be a fairytale. It would not be at the 
shores of this country. Perhaps it would have gone to 
the Bahamas or the Dominican Republic or some oth-
er jurisdiction that was ready for that size and quality 
of vessel. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, it is amazing . . . 
you know, Honourable Members on the other side are 
seemingly beginning to percolate to the . . . some-
where about what they had to fix. You know . . . any-
way, Mr. Speaker, I will not be steered from my 
presentation by irrelevant talk. 
 
An Hon. Member: It is not irrelevant. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, without the con-
struction of the Heritage Wharf there would be no 
Breakaway, there would not be a Norwegian Dawn, 
there would not be any of the post Panamax ships 
that are currently docked down there. That was a wise 
investment.  

What we hear now, Mr. Speaker, is very inter-
esting because not too long ago the Heritage Wharf 
was something else (certainly to most of the constitu-
ency who sits on the other side of this House). It was 
not the celebratory place that the Honourable Premier 
and his Ministers were at on Wednesday, it was 
something else. It was a symbol for other things and 
they used it—quite unfairly—to symbolise those things 
against individuals, against the previous Government, 
and used it as a symbol for things that they thought 
were improper. I am not going to get into terms about 
it. I will let them deal with that because they are going 
to repeat the same, you know, nonsensical com-
ments, I am sure, again, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: All right? Mr. Speaker, they 
saw it as something else.  

Down at the Heritage Wharf on Wednesday 
celebrating—celebrating, Mr. Speaker—the wharf that 
was built, that was constructed, that has for the past 
three years been receiving the best cruise ships in the 

world—the best, Mr. Speaker, the most modern cruise 
ships. 

In fact, and I will just lightly touch on this, Mr. 
Speaker, because I am not interested too much going 
back in an irrelevant way, but I want to touch on facts. 
There was an incident in September of last year on 
which, due to some change in the weather a cruise 
ship, one of the cruise ships broke away from the Her-
itage Wharf and created a lot of stress, and even to 
one point swung around and hit another ship and cre-
ated some damage to that ship. Now, understand this 
incident happened in the midst of certain other things 
that were going on, particularly coming from the then-
Opposition, that there was something wrong with this 
wharf.  

But I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that wharf in 
no way was at risk at the time. And despite the Act of 
God which happened down there the situation was 
brought under control by our Bermudian pilots and our 
great crew that works in Marine and Ports to get the 
situation under control and— 

 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I did not hear any celebration 
from the other side, Mr. Speaker. 

But to get that situation under control so that, 
ultimately, everything was fine. There was no struc-
tural risk to that wharf at the time, and it was put under 
considerable stress—more stress than it was, per-
haps, even thought it might have to deal with. That 
wharf’s integrity was fine. All right? I heard a lot of 
chirping about a thruster wall, you know. Chirping, Mr. 
Speaker. Anyway, I will stick to the brief. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, Heritage Wharf has been a 
great asset for this country in the years since it was 
developed, despite the unsubstantiated claims that 
the Government has put in the public arena about its 
integrity. Because, to date, we have seen not one iota, 
or piece of paper, or document, or report tabled in this 
House—which actually was requested and asked for 
by the Honourable Member who speaks for Works 
and Engineering—in relation to the claims made by 
the Government as to . . . and I even believe that the 
Honourable Member who speaks for Tourism also 
made the statement in this House that the dock was 
unsound. The dock was unsound.  

The Minister also said the dock was unsound. 
But there has been not one iota or piece of paper pre-
sented in this House to prove that. If the report was 
produced, we will happily embrace it and see it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Never! Never seen it. 
 
An Hon. Member: I do not think so. 
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Mr. Walter H. Roban: No. I mean . . . they should 
table it. I am sure the Honourable Member, Derrick 
Burgess, would have no problem with it being tabled. 
He would love to see it. It has been all words, just 
them saying stuff. 

Even the narrative, Mr. Speaker, that we have 
heard from the beginning of January to now has 
changed. We have heard the Government say that the 
dock was unsound. But the language that you find 
reported in the press now is that it is about modifica-
tions—not about unsoundness of the dock. It is about 
their saying the dock was modified. So essentially, Mr. 
Speaker, there has been a change of narrative com-
ing from the Government around this particular project 
from it being . . . I guess they tried to paint a picture 
that it was about to collapse and crumble like a piece 
of stale bread to where it is now, Oh, we have just 
made modifications. And the work done on it is actual-
ly just modifications. 

Well, this has arisen for us a number of seri-
ous questions, Mr. Speaker, about the whole project. 
Now, bear in mind, I will repeat it again, Mr. Speaker. I 
am happy as to the fact that the Breakaway is here. I 
am happy—and so is the PLP happy—that the ship 
was able to come here. We are happy with the pres-
ence of the cruise complement that will be for the 
summer in Dockyard. We are happy. We are pleased 
and we are glad that the Government has been able 
to facilitate this—primarily because those plans were 
pretty much laid in place already. It shows that they 
were at least able to fulfil the plans that the PLP left 
for them to finish—that is, at least. But we are happy 
because the country should be happy with things like 
this. It is important for the Government to bring about 
goodwill and ensure that things can run smoothly, that 
ships can be brought in, that our pilots can do it safe-
ly, that our infrastructure can take these things. 

But the concern on this side of the House is 
that the Government painted a very different picture, 
almost a picture of panic in January and February 
around these issues that actually have not panned out 
because even their own words deceive them around 
these issues. We happened to see, and anybody who 
sees the pictures that we have seen the last few days 
of what has been going on down at Dockyard can see, 
that the Breakaway is tied up to the current, original 
structure of the dock. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: It is not tied up to any new in-
frastructure. It is tied up to the same dock. That is 
plain as is seen. As some people in this House have 
said that even Stevie Wonder could see that. You 
know,  the Breakaway and the other cruise ships that 
are docking there are tied to the current original con-
figuration of dock. So it is very clear.  
 Again, Mr. Speaker, I will say that we look 
forward to the Minister and his team completing the 

modifications because they were essential. The issue 
we have is how they painted the situation to the public 
eye as if the dock was about to crumble into sand at 
the bottom of the sea in Dockyard if they did not do 
something. And that was never true—never true! And 
as a former Transport Minister, I know that. The for-
mer Works and Engineering Minister who sits on this 
side knew that. The two former Works and Engineer-
ing Ministers knew that. But the Government misled 
the public in the beginning about the situation. That is 
my feeling, Mr. Speaker. 
 And Mr. Speaker, we are not going to let it 
rest because the Honourable Member who sits in 
constituency 5 has, for weeks and weeks, since early 
March, presented some questions to the Government 
about the dock and the work going on down there. In 
fact, I mean, there are just so many questions about 
what is happening down there, Mr. Speaker, I might 
have to find some other way to do it. I do not think I 
have enough time to really address . . . but what I do 
know, and I have confidence that members of my 
team, Mr. Speaker, will present those questions and 
bring them up again. 

The question of labour (which is partially my 
area of responsibility), the question of the Bermudians 
who are supposed to be working down there— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, my wise colleague, Hon-
ourable Member Whip, says, “qualified labour.” 

Because our issue was that there were al-
ways qualified Bermudians who could have been in-
volved with that project in a time, Mr. Speaker, when 
jobs for Bermudians have been crucial. Crucial! The 
Government says they are concerned about jobs for 
Bermudians. But we have not gotten a straight answer 
from the Government yet on this issue. 

We were told a couple of things, Mr. Speaker, 
quite properly published in the media, that 75 per cent 
of the jobs for Bermudians will be a part of the project, 
that the consortium had made this commitment (or at 
least the Government had made the commitment on 
behalf of the consortium). So the Minister came out 
and said this is what is going to be the deal, 75 per 
cent. We then later get another answer from the Min-
ister. Again, the narrative has been up and down even 
more. It has been windier than Ess Hill! 

The Minister said 75 per cent of the jobs. The 
Honourable Member who sits for [constituency] 5 
asked for proof of that. We then later see reports that 
. . . we do not know how many Bermudians are down 
there. We do not know. And the Minister even said (at 
one point) that the Honourable Member said he did 
not have any responsibility for being able to monitor or 
take a count for how many Bermudians were on that 
project. 

We then see later from the Ministry that they 
cannot tell us how many people are on the project—
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Bermudians. They cannot. Now, is this not a consorti-
um of Bermudian firms run by Bermudians? At least 
that is what we were told. So I would hope, and cer-
tainly Members on this side would hope, and I believe 
the Bermudian public would hope, that the Honoura-
ble Minister who ultimately has responsibility for the 
project . . . because taxpayer money in the sum of $22 
million or so is being spent on this project. 

Now, just touching on that, there are some re-
ports, Mr. Speaker, that say that that might be even 
too much money for what really needs to be done 
down there . . . or what is being done. But we have 
received no details as to specifications or what actual-
ly . . . the scope of work or whatever. We have not 
received anything in this House other than ministerial 
written statements. But we have not seen any detail 
that would make, certainly, this side of the House as-
sured that what is happening down there is its full pic-
ture—and I do mean the modifications being done—
and is value for money. We certainly do not even 
know how many Bermudians are working down there 
right now. So many questions still arise. I do hope—I 
genuinely hope, Mr. Speaker—that the Minister can 
answer these questions, because I do believe the 
Minister has the scope and the ability to answer them. 

Certainly we have also heard (if I can just 
touch on the cost) that at least one estimate totally 
from out in the private sector with somebody who is 
not associated with this component of the project has 
said that they have trouble getting beyond $6 [million] 
to $10 million for the work that they believe should be 
done down there. That has been said publicly, and I 
have not heard the Government or anybody come out 
and refute that. This is from someone whose expertise 
in the area of infrastructure and docks, and in that 
type of special infrastructure, is not only known in 
Bermuda but is known regionally. 

So these are questions. Because of the infor-
mation that is out in the public put out by the Minister 
himself, and the Government contradicting itself not 
quite in line with what they said in the beginning, seri-
ous questions are opened up, Mr. Speaker. I mean, is 
there something to hide?  

And then this morning something happened 
around Ministerial Statements—a statement that was 
supposed to be made was pulled. Is there something 
to hide? Is there a cover up? What? What? What? I 
want to know why. Why did they withdraw the state-
ment?  

We all want to know what is happening on 
Heritage Wharf. We all were happy about Wednes-
day. The Government should be ready to tell us eve-
rything that we need to know about Heritage Wharf, 
Mr. Speaker. But that has not been the history of this 
project, of these modifications, from the jump. It has 
been lack of disclosure, lack of transparency, ques-
tions asked by the Honourable Member from [constit-
uency] 5 not answered, and people were left in the 
dark when we know, at least  from private sector ut-

terances, that there are Bermudians on-Island who 
could clearly accomplish this work and— 
 
The Speaker: You have 30 seconds. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, thank you for tell-
ing me. 
 It is important, Mr. Speaker, that the Govern-
ment give answers, that it clear up the situation 
around Heritage Wharf so that we all can feel happy 
about the accomplishment that Heritage Wharf brings 
to this country, and ensure that, as a symbol of Gov-
ernment achievement, it is kept to the highest level. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member care to speak? 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Lawrence Scott, from Warwick [South East]. 
 You have the floor, MP Scott. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise today with mixed feelings, being as this 
week has been one that I think we can all classify as 
one for the books. And do not get me wrong; I am 
glad, I am thrilled about the Breakaway being here. I 
would like to once again thank the former Minister of 
Transport, MP Terry Lister, for his vision and [for] do-
ing all the heavy lifting to get it here.  

I decided to take a drive to God’s country—
the West End, home of the Cup—and I was also glad 
to see that the Breakaway had the red and blue colour 
scheme going for it as well. 
 
An Hon. Member: They knew where they were—red 
and blue. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But arriving into Dockyard 
knowing the original plan, I did not expect to see any 
long lines for buses. I did not expect to see any long 
lines for taxis. I did not expect to see any long lines for 
ferries either because it was all part of the plan from 
the beginning. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: As I said, it was all part of 
the plan from the beginning.  

The plan was controversial when it first came 
out (and MP Lister can correct me if I am wrong). It 
was controversial, it was even considered to be too 
expensive. 
 
An Hon. Member: They called it a lot of things. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right? And when I got to 
Dockyard— 
 
An Hon. Member: More than $100 million earned. 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: When I got to Dockyard, the 
famous quote from Hannibal Smith came to mind. And 
for those who do not know who Hannibal Smith is, that 
is the leader of the A-Team, and his famous quote is, 
“I love it when a plan comes together.” But then I took 
a second look and I wondered, Did this plan really 
come together? And I started to remember . . . and if 
you can indulge me by [allowing me to] quoting the 
Throne Speech— 
 
An Hon. Member: What year? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: This year, 2013. The Throne 
Speech written by the now-Government: “Successful 
accommodation of Norwegian Cruise Lines’ Breaka-
way, scheduled to arrive in Bermuda in May with up to 
4,000 passengers, is an immediate priority. Breaka-
way will be the largest cruise ship ever to visit Bermu-
da. It will require a coordinated and efficient response 
from all of our transportation services, including bus-
es, ferries, taxis and mini-buses. It is worth noting that 
10 new public buses are on order for delivery this year 
and other options to increase ferry lift capacity are 
under consideration.” 
 
An Hon. Member: Where are the buses? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, with there not being 
any long line for buses one might assume that those 
10 buses are here. But they are not. The reason that 
those 10 buses are not here, Mr. Speaker, is because 
the Honourable and Learned Minister of Transport put 
a stop to the order— 
 
An Hon. Member: Ah! 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh! 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Put a stop to the order, 
which then pushed the timeline for the buses— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the [Honourable and] 
Learned Member, the Minister of Transport, for a point 
of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. He does not know what he is talking about. I 
did not put any stop on any order. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Carry on. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, here I am of the un-
derstanding that what I did say as a stop on the order 
also incurred a fee to not just the Government, not just 
the Ministry, but to the country as a whole as it was 
considered somewhat of a breach of contract. And 
being as there was no point of order called on that, I 
would assume that it is true. 
 
An Hon. Member: Absolutely. It must be true. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, I then . . . I will get off 
the buses and I will go on to— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, carry on, Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member, again—I do not know his source—is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Can you give us the correct— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Government did not 
put any stop on the order or how it was to be paid at 
all. The mess that we found—like we found in many 
other areas—we inherited. We fixed it and we ordered 
the buses— 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —which the former Gov-
ernment— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —failed to do. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, you know, I . . . 
I will go on to my next thing because I realise that . . . 
okay, well— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I do not need to repeat my-
self, but I figured that there were no long lines for the 
buses because they must be utilising the Millennium—
that new tender that we paid $1.3 million for. But yet, 
the Millennium is nowhere to be found. The Millenni-
um is not . . . is just like the buses—not on-Island. So, 
that makes me wonder, if we have the Breakaway and 
another cruise ship (whose name escapes me right 
now)— 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Another point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, my infor-
mation is that the Millennium has arrived this week 
and will be operational next week. The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He can give me a call 
anytime if he wants to get the right information. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, Mr. Speaker, that 
was— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Make sure you speak to the Minister and 
make sure you get the information. Get it straight. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, that brings up another question. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: If it is on the Island, why is it 
not in service? Right? I know if I showed up late for 
my first day on the job I would be fired. So the buses 
that they alluded to being on the Island are not here; 
they are late. The Millennium may be here—well, it is 
allegedly here on the Island—but yet not being put in 
service. Therefore, we paid $1.3 million for a boat that 
is not being used. And if this boat is not being used, 
Mr. Speaker, and there are no long lines up there in 
Dockyard, what was the need for it? Because we 
heard right from the Minister’s mouth that the Millen-
nium is not being used. 
 
An Hon. Member: Rubbish! 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Therefore, it is on-Island and 
will go into service.  

One of the Honourable Members on the other 
side said “that’s rubbish.” I do not know what parlia-
mentary debate he is listening to, but if the Minister 
just said that the Millennium is on-Island but not being 
used and will go into service—will go into—which 
means that it is not in service now. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But yet, but yet . . . I am just 
. . . I just wonder . . . they . . . this is millions of dollars 
of equipment that is not being used, which was made 
to seem as though it was a necessity. 

And the original order for the 10 new buses 
was not for Heritage Wharf; it was for attrition of the 
older buses. The current Government attached the 10 
new buses, through their Throne Speech, to Heritage 
Wharf, which was a promise they could not deliver. All 
right? 
  
[Ongoing crosstalk] 
 
An Hon. Member: Go ahead, go ahead. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, Mr. Speaker, for me this 
wasteful spending. It is wasteful spending of millions 
of dollars. And I get laughs from the other side. I get 
laughs from the other side, Mr. Speaker, when I talk 
about wasteful spending. So you know what? I will 
justify the millions of dollars in unused equipment. Let 
us chalk it up to a learning curve for the Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Let us chalk it up to a learn-
ing curve for the Minister because— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Let us chalk that up to a 
learning curve for the Minister because I know the 
Government likes to say, We’ve only been in power 
for so long. So let us consider this the cost of training 
a Minister on how to do his job. 
 
Some Hon Members: Ooh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, therefore, we will say 
that it cost $6 million— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member, yet again—which seems to be a 
trend for him—is misleading the House. As he— 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He is misleading the 
House. The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. As he and his colleagues have trumpeted the 
Breakaway coming in under Terry Lister, he would 
know that the Millennium was also negotiated by the 
PLP Government— 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh no. point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: By the PLP Government. 
Let Honourable Member Weeks stand up and speak 
about it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I recognise now the speaker, Mr. Scott. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, Mr. Speaker.  

It is ironic that he would bring something like 
that up because the thing is, if that was to be the case 
(I am not saying that it was), I know that if we were the 
Government we would have done it according to legis-
lation. We would not have— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: We would have gazetted it in 
two local newspapers to let people know and give the 
tour boat operators a chance to bid on it. That was not 
done by this current Government.  

We would have kept to the collective bargain-
ing agreement and let the unions know in writing, 
60 days in advance of our intentions—which was not 
done by this current Government. Therefore, once 
again it looks like this $6 million learning . . . this 
$6 million for teaching the Minister how to do his job . . 
. Mercy! All right? So— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Again, the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. Six million dollars 
for what?  
 
The Speaker: All right, all right, please, Minister. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. If you could 
bring clarity to that, it would be helpful. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay.  

The clarity to that is that $3 million for the 
buses, which are not here, $1.3 million for the Millen-
nium. But that is just the price of the boat; that is not 
the total cost. We are not including the fuel for the Mil-
lennium. We are not including the airfare for the crew 
to fly in and out. We are not including the cost or the 
salaries for the crew. We are not including the cost for 
hotel accommodations and per diems. So, therefore, 
after that $1.3 you add all those other things to it, it 
comes out to about, let us say, $3 million. So, 3 plus 3 
equals 6—$6 million. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So . . . so, therefore, this 
country . . . this country is paying for the Ministers to 
learn as they go. And it is becoming an expensive, 
expensive proposition. All right? I understand why the 
Finance Minister had to raise the debt ceiling so high. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Oh-oh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right? It all makes sense 
now. It all makes sense. 

But now, you know what? What I want to do is 
. . . another reason that I am here providing this report 
to the Members of this House is because the Minister 
did not do it. He failed to take the opportunity when he 
had it with a Ministerial Statement and provide this 
House and the Members with a report of what was 
really going on up there at Dockyard. All right? 
 We heard from my other colleagues that the 
Breakaway is still tied to the original dock. You know, 
we also hear that the Millennium is on the Island but 
not being used. We hear that the buses that were or-
dered are not here in time for the peak season.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, before I take my seat I will 
let the Honourable and Learned Minister of Transport 
know that I got you—we got this. You do not have to 
stand up and say anything else. You do not have to 
say anything else. I have said it all for you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I invite the Honourable and 
Learned Minister of Transport to hold his seat after I 
take a seat so that that way we all will [take] his si-
lence as acceptance to everything that I have said. All 
right? And that means that what— 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —because I cannot think of 
anything he can say that would disprove what I have 
just said. All right? I mean . . . that, that . . . I cannot 
think of it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, because I . . . I . . . I would just hate to . . . I 
would just hate for $6 million to become the cost of 
doing business per Minister. 

But what I will do now, Mr. Speaker, is take 
my seat and end this report that I have given to the 
House and I know that we will not be hearing from the 
Honourable and Learned Minister of Transport be-
cause what I have said is true. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke East Central, constituency 
16, MP Michael Weeks. 
 MP Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon colleagues and Bermuda. 
 I think my honourable colleague who just sat 
down pretty well summed it up, but there are some 
things that I, too, must address about Heritage Wharf.  

As the former Minister, one thing that is on my 
mind is that during my tenure I was battled a lot of 
times in the House, Mr. Speaker, about the state of 
Heritage Wharf. So we had commissioned a report to 
be done. And when I got the report back, Mr. Speaker, 
I said that before I tabled it I was going to take it to the 
AG to get vetted. Now, the Opposition at the time kept 
asking me for the report. 

 
An Hon. Member: Every week. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Every week. Every time I 
came they asked me for the report. Since then, we 
have been asking them where— 
 
The Speaker: Ah, just hold it a second. 

If you are going to be in that area, you will sit 
and make no contact with any Member of this House. 
Otherwise you will have to leave. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 Just a second. It is the . . . Mr. Fox, could you 
just make sure that this is sorted out, please? 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: All right, Mr. Speaker, I will 
continue. 

 So my concern is that if the report does not 
cast aspersions on the workmanship of our local con-
tractors, why not have given the job back to that same 
contractor to have extended the dock? Because we all 
know there was nothing wrong with the dock, Mr. 
Speaker. What we simply were doing was modifying 
the dock, making it larger to accompany bigger ships. 
But what I had to endure for a whole year was threats 
of, The dock’s going to fall into the sea. The work-
manship was shoddy . . . and what not.  

What that did, beyond political terms, was 
they started to impugn the integrity of one of our local 
contractors. And when we found that nothing was 
wrong with that dock, what I wanted, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Well, bring the report to the 
House. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right, bring it! 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Bring it!  Bring it. Bring the 
report— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: —to the House. 
 
The Speaker: —speak, to the Chair. Speak to the 
Chair. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. Bring the report to the 
House. 
 What I am saying, and I am saying it clearly, 
is that once the report showed . . . and you have seen 
for yourself because you have not said in the last six 
months that the dock needed to be repaired, you 
know. All I have heard is there are some modifica-
tions. And the dock, Mr. Speaker, is set away and 
apart from the thruster walls that were put there to 
appease the environmentalists. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Please, point of order. 
 Minister? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, this Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. On innumerable 
occasions I stood up in the House and outside of the 
House and said that the report, both the report he had 
and the report that came afterwards, indicated a large 
number of defects and deficiencies in the building of 
Heritage Wharf. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: And I have said where it is. It 
is with the Attorney General and it is with the Auditor. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I do not know if 
there was another report, but the report that we re-
ceived was in November of last year—seven months 
ago. So, if they have done another report, then bring 
both of them to the House. 
 But what I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is that the 
dock itself was clearly . . . and we have talked to engi-
neers. I was very much a hands-on Minister, and I 
was always looking and sniffing around. The dock it-
self had integrity. There was nothing wrong with it. 
This Breakaway that came in on Wednesday is tied up 
to that dock. What we have been working on is a new 
dolphin. So, because of the ship being longer, the ship 
has to be tied up to dolphins. But the dock itself is fi-
ne. It is fine.  
 Having said that, Mr. Speaker, what I am say-
ing is that since nothing was wrong with the dock, the 
Honourable Minister should get up and break down 
the $22 million as to why it cost so much. And if the 
dock was in such disrepair, why is that dock still 
there? Why did the Breakaway come and tie up to the 
existing dock?  

 
ST. GEORGE’S GOLF CLUB 

 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Now I am going to go on to 
another department that was under my Ministry, as 
the Minister of Public Works, and that is the St. 
George’s Golf Club—the St. George’s Golf Course, 
Mr. Speaker.  

As the former Minister, I really, really wanted 
to undertake to get that golf course back opened so 
that it could help the community of St. George’s play 
some golf. Now the building order was before my 
time, Mr. Speaker. I am talking about the golf course 
itself. And I undertook with other Honourable Mem-
bers, other honourable colleagues, to hire some peo-
ple, get them going, to get the golf course in a pristine 
condition. Since which—these last seven months—it 
has grown up to look like a jungle.  

I would ask the Honourable Minister what 
happened to those workers that we had put down 
there. Those workers . . . because we all talk about 
work and job creation. We created jobs for our people 
to be down at that golf course to maintain it, not only 
to keep it cut, but its aesthetic beauty. We were look-
ing to open the golf course, so we had workers down 
there. In the last six, seven months they have some-
how disappeared. We have 70 acres of a jungle down 
there, Mr. Speaker. So if the Honourable Minister can 
explain what happened to the workers that we . . . and 

they were all Bermudian I must say. It was all Bermu-
dian workers—qualified workers—to maintain and 
keep the St. George’s Golf Course up and running. 

So those are the things that we are looking for 
answers to. Yes, we all want to make work and what 
not, but we cannot make all the jobs at one time. So 
those little jobs that we made—what happened to 
them? Because it is evident to me that when I drive 
down through there, those jobs are still needed and 
those people that were working are not working now.  

You know, some of them called and asked for 
Minister Weeks they still call me Minister for some 
reason—I must have done something good to them. 
But they asked me, What has happened to the golf 
course? Why is it closed down? And I said I would 
undertake to endeavour to ask the current Minister 
why he has taken those jobs away from those Bermu-
dians that down in St. George’s community need 
work? And even the St. George’s community that was 
looking to play a little golf just to enhance the whole 
product—why close that back down, Mr. Speaker? 

So those are the two things I want to talk 
about and I thank you for your ear, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: I do not know when anybody is up. 
People are going to have to start moving a little faster 
because if I can get up before people get up, then 
something— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: You are moving slow. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: You are moving slow. Maybe I did not 
. . . my eyes could not catch this corner here. So I will 
give you the benefit of the doubt, Honourable and 
Learned Minister. 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, you are still quite swift on your feet. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to address 
a few things that were raised by a previous Honoura-
ble Member and also to bring to the attention of the 
House a few concerns that I have. 
 It seems very clear, Mr. Speaker, that the 
strategy of the Opposition is to rewrite history. That 
seems to be the strategy that they are going to try and 
change all of the colossal messes that they created in 
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this country during their period of governance and try 
to make it appear as if, somehow, they did these 
wonderful things. And we are going to talk about the 
Heritage Wharf, which was estimated at $39 million, 
Mr. Speaker—it cost $60! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member Burgess. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, if the Hon-
ourable and Learned Member would check the rec-
ords he would see that the initial cost estimate for that 
Heritage Wharf was $52 million and it ended up cost-
ing $54 million. In fact, the contractor has publicly said 
that—has publicly said that—but they do not want to 
hear it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The figures I have are 
different, but, Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is . . . 
and let us look at it from a positive perspective be-
cause this week was extremely positive.  

It was a great day in Dockyard—a day that all 
of Bermuda should have (and hopefully they did cele-
brate the acceptance and the arrival of the Breaka-
way). And there is no question that, but for the con-
struction of the Heritage Wharf and having a larger 
pier, we would not as a Government and as a country 
been in a position to accept these larger ships—
absolutely. And we are very pleased to have the 
Breakaway here and we look forward to accepting 
even larger ships here into our shores. 
 But what is also clear and unequivocal is that 
we just about made the deadline in getting that wharf 
up to the standard to be able to accept the Breakaway 
and that it was not just a matter of modifying the dock 
to be able to entertain larger ships. That raises anoth-
er question—why the original design was not such to 
accept these larger ships when the ship had been al-
ready negotiated. We have given the former Minis-
ter— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Burgess. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, let me say 
this here: When that dock was first constructed that 
ship was nowhere in sight as far as coming to Bermu-
da. Those plans were drawn up by overseas archi-
tects to the specs that were sent to them by the Minis-
try.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And I will accept that 
point of order from the Honourable Member, and if 
someone else has information to elaborate on that, 
because I cannot. 
 But the reality is, Mr. Speaker, that we had to 
do more than just modify the dock in order to accept 
this large ship. The dock clearly had substantial de-
fects. I have been in conversations with the individuals 
who are working on the dock now and they talk about 
the cutting of corners that they have been able to un-
cover during this process. And I look forward to the 
engineering report that we refer to going to the public 
because I can tell you that the Honourable Member 
who said that he will embrace it . . . he may think 
twice, because it is a damning report, Mr. Speaker, 
which shows that that dock which cost $55 million or 
$60 million, this Government has had to spend close 
to another $20 million to have it . . . I mean, $20 mil-
lion is not a modification. Twenty million is serious 
work, Mr. Speaker. So it was not just a modification of 
the dock. A great deal of work— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, the 
Learned Member is misleading the House.  
 Mr. Speaker, as you and I know those ships 
come in these waters and our standards—our dock—
has to be to the international standards, and it was to 
the international standards. That is the only way that 
the insurance companies for those ships would allow 
them to come into this country and dock there. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I do not re-
sile from the fact that during this construction process 
that we have undertaken a very tight timeline. It was 
not commenced—we all knew the Breakaway was 
coming—it was not commenced before December 17th 
so that we would not be in such a serious bind.  

Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is that dur-
ing the construction it has been uncovered that there 
was substantial cutting of standard practice in devel-
oping that dock which made it extremely difficult for us 
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to get it to the standard in order to receive the larger 
ships. And Mr. Speaker— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —it is still not ready. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —Point of order. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: One moment, Member Burgess. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —that work— 
 
The Speaker: All right, carry on. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That work had to be 
approved by specialists, consultants, engineers, and 
everybody else. And now, for this Member to come 
here and say that it was not up to standard, he has 
questioned the integrity of those people that work for 
the Minister of, um . . . of the Public Works—  
 
The Speaker: Public Works, yes.  
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —and the Minister of 
Marine and Ports. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Mem-
ber Burgess. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I am just . . . 
I am just reporting— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
on that. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That Honourable Member, he 
well knows that he is misleading the House. That pro-
ject was not done under Public Works. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
An Hon. Member: No, he said Public Works. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, no, no he did not. 
 
The Speaker: You did say Public Works, but you 
meant the— 
 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, and then I said 
Marine and Ports. 
 
The Speaker: Marine and Ports, yes. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. Look at 
Hansard. You will see. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: So you withdraw that? Thank 
you very much. 
 
Some Hon. Members: No. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: I think it is . . . Members, it is clear . . . it 
is clear that it was from Marine and Ports. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we 
look forward to all of the facts coming out. But the fact 
of the matter is that we had to spend a substantial 
amount of money to get that dock in a condition to 
accept these large ships. But I am glad that the wharf 
is there. It has been a great week. The Breakaway is 
here and we should be happy that Bermuda was able 
to receive them.  

I certainly accept the comments of the Hon-
ourable Member who is the Shadow for Transport that 
the dispersing of the cruise ship passengers went 
smoothly. There were no line—he is absolutely cor-
rect— which is different from what happened last 
summer when there was extreme congestion down 
there and chaos down there at Dockyard. So we have 
seen a 100 per cent improvement on how things op-
erate down in Dockyard as it relates to transportation. 
And I appreciate the endorsement by the Honourable 
Shadow Transport Minister.  
 Now— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order, sir? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, that the system that is in place 
this year was put in place by the former Government. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I would like to address 
the comments by the Honourable Member that just 
took his seat when he was talking about this phantom 
$6 million. I am not an expert at math, but I tell you 
that was some real special math, Mr. Speaker, to go 
from a $1.3—which we know, yes, there are going to 
be some additional expenses in terms of fuel and the 
like—but to go from $1.3 [million] to $3 million, I mean, 
that is some serious, special math, Mr. Speaker. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is . . . 
and then he added, Mr. Speaker, the $3 million for the 
buses. Now what confuses me is that on the one 
hand—and this is something that we see very fre-
quently with this [former] Government—on the one 
hand they get up and say, Well the PLP were the 
ones who ordered the buses. We ordered the buses. 
Okay? And I have heard interpolation that they were 
the ones who put in the order. But now they are trying 
to tag the $3 million, which it would cost (that is the 
cost of these buses), on this Government. You cannot 
have it both ways. You cannot say that the PLP Gov-
ernment was the Government that ordered the buses 
and then speak— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. The point that I was making is 
that the buses . . . as per the Throne Speech, this 
Government attached these buses to being needed at 
Heritage Wharf. They are not here—promise broken. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh-oh! 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, again, he is 
incorrect. That was his interpretation of how he read 
the Throne Speech. What we stated was that 10 bus-
es had been ordered and those 10 buses which will 
be the most reliable buses in our fleet will be utilised—
absolutely—for Heritage Wharf and for our cruise ship 
passengers. 
 But the point that I am referring to made by 
that Honourable Member was when he said that this is 
going to all cost $6 million! Now, I am sure he said 
that. Maybe I am making that up, Mr. Speaker. He got 
up and said $6 million and he added a phantom $3 
million for the Millennium to a $3 million for the buses. 
And the fact of the matter is that we have been told 
time and time again— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I did not add a phantom $3 
million. I added a factual $1.5. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speak-
er— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But no, I am glad— 
 
The Speaker: One minute. I think we all better re-
member what we said in here. All right, let us just try 
and . . . when we say things, we need to be thinking 
and we need to be remembering. Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, with your 
indulgence I am going to remind the Honourable 
Member what he said. I do not need to have Hansard. 
He said that it is quoted that it was going to be $1.3 
million and then he started creating in his mind guess-
timations of what the fuel may cost or what accommo-
dations may cost, and the like. And he even included 
salaries, which I believe, Mr. Honourable Speaker (I 
will have to look at it again), is included in the original 
price. But he then guesstimated a $3 million cost for 
the Millennium. I will guarantee this House he is way 
off! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I will guarantee this 
House he is way off. So that is the phantom $3 million 
for the Millennium—number 1.  

Then he added it to the $3 million for the bus-
es. The point that I am trying to make (which I under-
stand why the Opposition does not want me to make 
it) is on one hand they try to take credit for ordering 
the buses (and it started under the previous admin-
istration—no question—it had been negotiated and 
the contract to purchase the buses was done by the 
previous Government) . . . they had not been ordered, 
though. There is a difference between coming to an 
agreement with a company to purchase something 
and then ordering it. There is a difference.  
 So when we became the Government, they 
had not been ordered.  

But Mr. Speaker, the point is that that $3 mil-
lion tag for those buses was negotiated by the previ-
ous Government. The cost of the buses, as enshrined 
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in the agreement which they negotiated, contained the 
$3 million. But yet the Honourable Members can come 
to this House and accuse this Government of entering 
into that $3 million arrangement when it was the PLP 
Government. That is disingenuous. Get your facts 
straight, Honourable Member, before you come into 
this House!  

This is an important place, Mr. Speaker, an 
important place. And I know the Honourable Mem-
ber— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House as if we are trying to run away 
from being responsible for the order of the buses. The 
money was allocated in the budget. We— 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —the Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: What is he . . . how is he misleading 
them? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: In like suggesting that we are 
being contradictory about our responsibility for the 
order. We take full ownership for the order of the bus-
es because they were necessary. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay, now, Mr. Speaker, 
I am very pleased that that Honourable Member just 
said that. He said that we (talking about the PLP) take 
full ownership—take full—full ownership. So if they 
take full ownership, why is the Shadow Minister for 
Transport putting the $3 million for the cost of those 
buses on this Government? That is not taking full 
ownership. That $3 million is on your side, Mr. Speak-
er.  

Now whether or not we are getting good value 
for money, we will find out. Whether or not we can 
renegotiate with someone else and get the buses 
cheaper, we will find out. But the Honourable 
Transport Shadow needs to understand that that $3 
million was something that his party negotiated—
number one. Number two, Mr. Speaker, the Honoura-
ble Member may need to know . . . look, I am not an 
expert when it comes to marine and ferries and the 
like— 
 
An Hon. Member: Transport. 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: My expert advised me 
that the Millennium has come in, there needs a period 
of time to get things ready, and it will be in service 
next week. That was the information that I got. Ready 
for what, I can drill down on. But the head of Marine 
and Ports said that we need to do a few things to the 
boat before we just put it into the service. So that is 
being done. Okay? 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the Millennium is coming . . . 
and it was alluded to, Well, if we had a smooth transi-
tion this week, then why did we need the Millennium? 
I am sure that the Honourable Member sitting next to 
the Shadow Minister of Transport can just whisper in 
his ear and say, You know what? A ferry may just 
break down during the season. There may need to be 
some maintenance done to one of the existing ferries. 
They are not new ferries, Mr. Speaker. We have an 
old fleet of ferries. We hope we can get a lot of mile-
age out of them, but we brought in the Millennium to 
avoid the difficulties that occurred last year when 
some of the ferries were unable to be in service. They 
broke down.  

So you plan. You plan; you put things in place 
to avoid the mistakes of the past. And that is why the 
previous Government thought it prudent—after the 
experience they had last year with transportation—to 
start the negotiations for the Millennium. Let’s be real. 
I did not create the Millennium. I did not come up with 
the idea of the Millennium. I was brought into a meet-
ing and told the Millennium is coming and we need to 
make sure we are ready. And so we started to put 
those processes in place. The previous Government 
started the negotiations for the Millennium. That is a 
fact. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Clarification] 

 
The Speaker: That is not a fact? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: No. It is not. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: It is not a fact. Those discus-
sions— 
 
The Speaker: What is the fact then? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —that went on with the Millen-
nium were not concluded under this Government. 
 
An Hon. Member: No, I did not say that. I said start-
ed. 
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Mr. Walter H. Roban: And we were discussing not 
just the Millennium, there were a number of options 
we were discussing. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, fine. Fine. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, that is what I am 
saying. That is where the Member needs to be clear. 
 
The Speaker: And so that is in addition to the Millen-
nium.—  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Millennium was one of a 
number— 
 
The Speaker: He has made the point about the Mil-
lennium. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —of things that were going on, 
Mr. Speaker, at the time. So the Member cannot say 
. . . like the Millennium was the only thing that was 
happening—it was not. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you for the 
correction. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Look, I am not quite sure 
on the objection here. I have never . . . I have never 
resiled from the fact that both the buses were started 
and concluded—started by the PLP Government, 
concluded by this Government. And the Millennium 
was started by the previous Government and con-
cluded by this Government. The point I am making is, 
Why is the Shadow Transport Minister criticising me 
and this Government for bringing in the Millennium 
when it was originated by the PLP Government?  

Has the Transport Shadow even talked to the 
former Transport Ministers on the other side and find 
out, Do we agree with the Millennium? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It was their idea, Mr. 
Speaker! 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I am not criticising the Millenni-
um itself. I am criticising the fact that it is not here and 
being used as it should be. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, all right. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member criticised the cost. I 
did not negotiate the costs. Those costs . . . those ne-
gotiations were started under the PLP Government. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member . . . we are going 
to finish this discussion because it is going nowhere. It 
is really going nowhere. I will give you . . . I will give 
you, MP Roban . . . no, no, come on. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, the terms of 
which ultimately this Government signed for the Mil-
lennium were not finalised. Certainly, this Minister 
(who was the Minister of Transport at the time) those 
terms that this Government signed on to were not 
terms that were knowledgeable to myself. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: It would have been their Gov-
ernment under their technical officers that finalised the 
terms of which Millennium is here. We may have 
started discussions on a number of options— 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —for . . . um— 
 
The Speaker: I understand that point. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —but we did not finalise any of 
those terms.  
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Those are OBA terms. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Well, you know what? We can all agree. We 
should all be able to agree on this: that we needed the 
buses. The buses were not ordered, just the agree-
ment had been struck and there were some issues 
with the agreement. So when there are questions 
about whether something was stopped, the reason 
why we did not order them on December 18th was be-
cause I was informed that there were some deficien-
cies with the agreement. Okay? And I got some legal 
advice that we needed to go back to the agreement 
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and tighten it up. Once the agreement was tightened 
up, we ordered them forthwith. 
 Now, I do not know about how some other 
things work, but it takes a little while to build a bus. 
These buses are being built. They are not somewhere 
in a showroom that we are just buying. They are being 
built. Unfortunately, it does not happen overnight, it 
takes a little while, and they are going to get here as 
soon as they can.  

If the drafting of the Throne Speech suggest-
ed that they were going to be here for the arrival of the 
Millennium, that was a mistake. That was not the in-
tention. The intention was to advise the country that 
we want to improve transport, and part of that im-
provement is bringing in 10 new buses, which had 
originated on the other side before we became the 
Government. 
 Now, the fact of the matter is that when it 
comes to buses, it has been a long time (and probably 
because of the recession). But since 2009 we have 
not had any new buses. So those new buses— 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Is that my actual time, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: I will give you one more minute. 
 

REFERENDUM ON GAMING 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I actually 
really wanted to get on my feet and talk about the 
comment that the Opposition Leader made yesterday 
in relation to the referendum as it relates to Gaming 
and that he made the statement that, the people must 
decide this issue. I just wanted to raise the fact that he 
has made personal statements in this House that he 
would support the Government if we thought it prudent 
not to have the referendum.  

All I want to say—and he said, Get on with 
it— I want to say that we understand the efficacy of 
getting on with it and we need to get on with it. I just 
want to say to the Opposition Leader, I felt that was a 
contradictory statement, but I want to say that this is-
sue is important enough that we need to get on with it. 
And I think that we should get on with it working to-
gether, Mr. Speaker. On this issue we have got to 
work together to make sure that not only do we get on 
with it, but that we get it right. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 34, the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Kim Wilson. 
 MP Wilson, you have the floor. 

 
UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I realise that questions have 
been raised concerning the legitimacy of my attempts 
to ensure that the people of this country receive all of 
the facts concerning matters particularly that are 
raised in this Honourable Chamber. 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: And, Mr. Speaker, as part of the 
information gathering exercise in preparation for mat-
ters to be debated and/or that are being debated in 
this House of Assembly, it is certainly not uncommon 
for any Member of Parliament to request clarification 
on various matters from civil servants. 
 And Mr. Speaker, clarification is distinct, sepa-
rate and apart from requesting and/or receiving confi-
dential Government documents, Cabinet memoranda, 
legal opinions, police dossiers concerning the Bermu-
da Housing Corporation scheme. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: In fact, Mr. Speaker, if I can re-
fer you to the Government of Bermuda Conditions of 
Employment and Code of Conduct, which [as stated] 
in the introduction, “is intended to provide a ready ref-
erence for all officers of the Civil Service.”  

At paragraph 1.7, Mr. Speaker, it indicates 
that: “The main functions of the Legislature are: (a) To 
pass laws. (b) To provide, by taxation, the means of 
carrying on the work of Government. (c) To scrutinize 
Government policy and administration, particularly 
proposals for expenditure.” And then the final, “In dis-
charging these functions, the Legislature helps to 
bring the relevant facts and issues before the elec-
torate.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate that there are 
rules and guidelines in place to facilitate such infor-
mation gathering. And whilst I know that I adhered to 
both the spirit and the letter of these such rules, an 
independent process does exist to determine whether 
or not this is so. And I am confident that that inde-
pendent process in place to answer the questions that 
have been raised in regard to the actions of myself 
and the civil servant will be carried out thoroughly and 
expeditiously. And I will certainly provide my full and 
unreserved assistance in that process. 
 Mr. Speaker, now, while the process is under-
taken, let it not be a distraction from the catalyst that 
precipitated these series of events. Namely, Mr. 
Speaker, I am referring to the various misrepresenta-
tion comments that were made on the 11th of March in 
this House when we were dealing with the debate in 
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the Committee of Supply, on the Estimates [of] Reve-
nues and Expenditure for the year 2013/14. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I know you would agree 
with me that leadership is not about misleading peo-
ple. And, in fact, members of the public expect their 
elected officials to lead by example, and that also 
means to not mislead the electorate—period. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am referring to Hansard, with 
your leave. There were a number of comments that 
were made during the course of the debate, which I 
respectfully submit are misleading. And, again, my 
principal objective of being a Member of Parliament is 
to serve the constituents of 34, the people of Bermu-
da, in a factual way with integrity and not to do any-
thing that would suggest that I was attempting to pull 
the wool over their eyes and/or to mislead them. 
 Mr. Speaker, turning quickly to . . . you may 
recall that when we were . . . actually we were in 
Committee, so you may not, so I will refresh your 
memory and the memory of my colleagues. When we 
were in Committee concerning the Ministry of Legal 
Affairs Headquarters, there was an issue that was 
raised concerning the increase in the expenditures 
with respect to one of the heads. And I asked the 
question, Why was that head increased by 104 per 
cent? And that head included the “allocation [of] sala-
ries and related costs to the Ministry Headquarters.”  

And, Mr. Speaker, if you want to follow with 
me (I do not know if you have Hansard) but I am read-
ing specifically from [Official Hansard Report [11 
March 2013] at page 599. 
 
The Speaker: Just if you read it, then I will listen. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, again, that was line item 
97000. I asked the question about why it had in-
creased by 104 per cent relating specifically to the 
Ministry Headquarters and the Salaries. Again, I 
asked why such a drastic increase, and then I noted—
and I am reading at page 623. However, I noted that 
my friend (and I am quoting Hansard, the Honourable 
Attorney General’s submissions concerning Admin-
istration) indicated that there was “one executive as-
sistant and one administrative assistant” who were 
responsible for the Minister and the Permanent Secre-
tary. I wondered if my friend, the Learned Attorney 
General, could provide information as to what that 
104 per cent increase included and whether or not 
that included any type of consultancy fees with re-
spect to providing administrative support, or whether 
or not the administrative support that he referred to 
was, in fact, the civil servant and was being paid by 
the government coffers.  
 I then, Mr. Speaker, over on page 613—I am 
sorry, Mr. Speaker— 
 
An Hon. Member: Take your time. 
 

Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Oh, I will take my time, thank 
you.  
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I am watching that too. 
 On page 619, the response by the Honoura-
ble Attorney General indicated (and I quote): “On the 
Administration increases, Mr. Chairman, of 104 per 
cent, these are budgeted increases attributable to one 
Parliamentary Counsel” and “an executive assistant to 
the Minister of Legal Affairs.” 
 Bear with me, please . . . The debate contin-
ued, and at [page] 623 the Honourable Attorney Gen-
eral [said], “I indicated it was not about running it like 
my private practice.” This is with respect to the ques-
tions that I kept posing concerning the executive as-
sistant. “So the hiring of an executive assistant to the 
Minister of Legal Affairs is a public service position 
and that is what we went about doing. There is no 
magic in that.”  

You cannot run from the truth can you? 
 
An Hon. Member: No, you cannot run. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: “The person who took that post 
took a pay cut in the spirit of doing service to come on 
board and add to the efficiency levels that we want to 
bring about.  . . . Whilst I am happy to say at this stage 
we are not touching on the position with regard to any 
new consultants being hired under the position as 
asked”— 
 
An Hon. Member: Go on. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: “But my view, and when I was 
making that comment, was bringing to the table (at the 
risk of being immodest) the acumen of putting togeth-
er a private law firm when you have to streamline your 
budgets and you also have to get the right people in 
play to get the job done.” 
 One might argue, if you are a civil servant, 
that you have no confidence in the abilities of the ex-
isting civil servant. But that just could be something 
that one person could raise. 
 On the next page I then asked again, still not 
having received an answer to the question. Now, re-
member, let me set the stage . . . we have already 
been told that the administrative assistant is a “public 
servant” and not a consultant, hence the increase of 
104 per cent in line item 97000. And then [I asked] (I 
quote, Mr. Speaker), “Yes. I am just still actually trying 
to get an answer to this question. And this relates 
specifically to the Executive Legal Assistant that has 
been hired. 

“I just heard from my learned friend that that is 
a public service position. And my question is, Was 
that position advertised? Did it go through the right 
channels insofar as securing employment for that par-
ticular position? That is my question. . . .” 
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 “And with respect to the Executive Assistant 
of Legal Affairs, Who is paying for that? Was that po-
sition advertised? And, yes, that is the primary thing. 
Who is paying for it and was it advertised?” 
 The Learned Attorney General responded: 
“The answer is that the position went through the ap-
propriate channels as it does. As I started by saying, 
but I will repeat myself again, there was an infor-
mation needs assessment that was . . . sorry, a needs 
assessment that was done when I came in, reviewed, 
discussed, went through the right channels. It was not 
advertised because I certainly knew who we wanted 
to get into that position”— 
 
Some Honourable Members: Ooh! 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson:—“and they were hired.” 
 
Some Honourable Members: Ooh! 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: “And it is paid for out of our 
budget—out of the Ministry of Legal Affairs’ budget—
after considering about how we wanted best to ex-
pend money with a view to the right assessment and 
the right running of the Chambers.” 
 
Some Honourable Members: Ooh! 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: And then the Honourable Attor-
ney General indicated: “It was not advertised. We 
hired a Bermudian.” 
 Further discussion came where the Honoura-
ble MP Burt of . . . 18? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: [He] indicated: “Just in respect 
to this new position that we were discussing, when 
was that position created? Was that position already 
existing? When was it created? And to be clear, it is 
an actual established civil service post? I just want to 
be clear that it is not a consultant, that it is an estab-
lished civil service post.” 
 And the response at page 625 by the Honour-
able Attorney General: “It is not a consultant. But the 
position was established, created (if you like) when 
the new Government took over. But it is not a consult-
ant position.” 
 
An Hon. Member: What does that mean? 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: So, Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: A point of order, point of or-
der— 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: —so in reality— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. 
 

The Speaker: A point of order. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: All right? Because this is just 
nonsense. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, yes. What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: The point of order, Mr. 
Speaker, is that my learned friend, the Honourable 
Member, is well aware that she had the same post 
available before— 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: That is not— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: —to the Attorney General. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: That is not a point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: The post was available.  

That is a point of order; she is misleading the 
House. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: She is misleading the public, 
like they have done all along. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: The post was available. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 All right, carry on and you can speak to the— 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. Thank you. 
 So, as I am reading (continuing on) from Han-
sard. And this, again, is the Attorney General: “So it 
really is a case of . . . there is nothing magic in here. 
No consultants or anything like that at this stage that 
we are looking at.” And that was with respect to the 
answers. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the concern that I have is 
that we have the Honourable Attorney General—the 
highest law officer of the land—a constitutionally ap-
pointed position, misrepresenting the people of Ber-
muda, the taxpayers— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order! That is abso-
lutely out of order! 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: —when— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: That is absolutely out of or-
der— 
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The Speaker: For the— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: —she can’t say that! 
 
The Speaker: —point of . . . okay. I do not . . . I think . 
. . Honourable Member, just use better language in 
terms of— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Did I say “misleading”? I am so 
sorry. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I am so sorry. That was not my 
intention. I meant misrepresentation, forgive me. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: So we have the Attorney Gen-
eral, the highest law officer of the land, a constitutional 
appointment, misrepresenting the people of Bermuda, 
the taxpaying public, when he indicated that the exec-
utive assistant that was hired (line item 97000), 
104 per cent increase in the budget with respect to 
Administrative services in the Headquarters, was a 
“public servant.” 

And my challenge that I have with that is 
[that], in addition to that information being misrepre-
sentation, I also note that in today’s daily there seems 
to be comments with respect to further misrepresenta-
tions by the Learned and Honourable Attorney Gen-
eral with respect to who was the person that instruct-
ed that the investigation—I will not say “witch hunt” (I 
know some of my friends have used that as a word, 
but the investigation)—should be commenced. Yet, 
the Royal Gazette is reporting today in the daily that 
that information is inaccurate and that in fact they 
have factual evidence that suggests the contrary. 

So, Mr. Speaker, in closing my question to the 
Government, and in particular the Honourable Premier 
on his birthday, I humbly request that the Government 
will set the record straight as it relates to the hiring 
practices of administrative assistants as it relates to 
the commencement of investigations against civil 
servants who, for all intents and purposes, have abid-
ed by the Code of Conduct, and that we continue to 
adhere to the precept that we were elected by, which 
is to tell the facts to the members of the public and to 
not mislead, misrepresent any of those facts. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. Thank you Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 

 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Southampton East [sic], constituency 30 
[sic]. 
 MP Zane De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Constituency 29, Mr. Speak-
er, and it’s Southampton Central. 
 
The Speaker: You are 29, are you? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: [Constituency] 29, yes. 
 
The Speaker: I have to get my paper up here correct-
ed. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I hear a little talk about flip-
flop over there. It is not. It is flip-flop here and jumping 
jacks over there, Mr. Speaker. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, you know, I would almost 
like to start off by offering to yield to the Attorney 
General because I think that the Honourable Shadow 
AG certainly brought some information to this House 
that I hope . . . Well, the Honourable AG looked as if 
he was not going to answer. I mean, I think in the in-
terests of Bermuda and the people of Bermuda, I 
hope that that is going to be forthcoming when I am 
done. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I almost, Mr. Speaker . . . I 
almost feel like asking the same questions that my 
honourable colleague asked. But I am sure that notes 
were made and answers will be forthcoming. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I would like to start off today 
by just touching on the Heritage Wharf dock, about 
which there was much talk earlier. Mr. Speaker, I am 
going to be very short (I am sure Hansard will con-
firm), but I would like to ask the Minister if we heard 
correctly when the Honourable Minister . . . Well, he is 
not here at the moment. Maybe one of his colleagues 
can answer. But the Honourable Member, Mr. Moniz, 
stated that a second report was done on the dock and 
that that was presented to the AG along with the first 
report that was commissioned under the Progressive 
Labour Party. 

So my question is, Was that statement true? 
And if it is true, will we have that report tabled along 
with the original report?  

We all know by now that it was seven months 
since the first report was given to the former Minister. 
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And I have to believe (knowing the OBA Government 
as I do) that if that report condemned the Progressive 
Labour Party in the handling of that dock it would have 
been tabled a long time ago. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I have to believe that that 
report . . . and I challenge the OBA. I challenge them 
to table that report for everyone to see. 
 Now, it is funny because I remember prior to 
the election, Mr. Speaker, every week almost without 
fail the Minister—Minister Weeks at the time—was 
challenged to table this report. Every week. Hansard 
will show—week after week after week. You would 
have thought that if the PLP Government would have 
been condemned in that report, or the contractor, for 
that matter, would have been condemned in that re-
port (the one that the OBA loves so much), you would 
have thought that that report would have been tabled 
post-haste. Post-haste. But, no, it is quiet. In fact, we 
heard today there was another report apparently 
commissioned under the OBA since which. 

So we have two reports now that we are going 
to be pressing for—two reports, Mr. Speaker. So only 
time will tell whether or not that was just in the heat of 
the moment, a misstatement by the Minister, or, in 
fact, there has been a second report commissioned. 
And the question then begs how much did that second 
report cost and who did it? I hope it was in the budget. 
I hope it was in the budget, Mr. Speaker. 

But, Mr. Speaker, that is the Heritage Wharf. I 
will be waiting, waiting . . . very interested for those 
reports. 

 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SENIORS 
 

Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, you will know 
that seniors were added to the Ministry of Health after 
the OBA won the Government. So I would say . . . 
well, when I first heard that I thought it was a great 
idea—the Ministry of Health and Seniors. That means 
more emphasis is going to be put on our seniors. I 
said, Okay, well, let’s see how things unfold in the 
next several months.  

Well, we will know now that the OBA have 
been in control for five months and I certainly know 
(from my experience) that one has to put in a lot of 
days and nights catching up in the Ministry of Health 
(as well as other Ministers). We know that. So I cer-
tainly give the Minister . . . you know, we are going to 
give him some time. Yes, I respectfully give the Minis-
ter some time to catch up, as I had to. 

But what concerns me, Mr. Speaker, is when I 
ask the question, What have the OBA done for sen-
iors since December 17th? 
 
An Hon. Member: What have they done? 

Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I started scratching my 
head and I said, Well let me do some research. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, they have made our 
seniors pay more for their cars—licence, fees. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: They have taken the premi-
ums for FutureCare up. A lot of those seniors—I am 
sure that the OBA have seen the letters to the editor 
so they know I am not just pulling things out of the air, 
Mr. Speaker. I have saved a couple. You know, I cer-
tainly have been inundated with calls from our seniors 
who have been affected by this price increase. 
 Mr. Speaker, I remember the Honourable 
Louise Jackson in here talking about FutureCare eve-
ry week. You certainly will remember yourself. Talking 
about how seniors were struggling, some of them hav-
ing peanut butter and jelly sandwiches or maybe half 
because they could not afford to survive. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I have received some of those since this 
price increase. And $55 may not seem like a lot to 
some, but for some of our seniors that is a lot of mon-
ey—a lot of money, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would have thought that if we 
were going to take up the cost of FutureCare premi-
ums . . . I am sure . . . I hope the Honourable Minister 
was privy to the information from the actuaries that I 
had. 
 
An Hon. Member: The part-time Minister? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, the part-time Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: You see, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause what we were looking at doing . . . and I can tell 
you this, Mr. Speaker, it is what I had on the table with 
the actuaries before the change in Government. This 
was what we were going to do. In our Standard Health 
Benefit (Standard Health Benefit—everyone knows 
that that is what everybody that works . . . they are in 
the pool for the Standard Health Benefit). 

We had talked to the actuaries and we said 
we want you to include . . . and I want everybody to 
listen clearly, Mr. Speaker, because I have given it 
five months and I am not going to give it anymore. 
Okay? This is what we wanted to include in the 
Standard Health Benefit, this overseas care 100 per 
cent coverage; long-term care for our seniors. Be-
cause we know that there are many of our seniors, 
Mr. Speaker (and the population will double in the 
next 15 years), that are struggling, many of our Ber-
mudian families that are struggling with this issue. I do 
not have to tell anyone that has a mother or father, 
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aunt or uncle that they are caring for what a stressful 
thing it is trying to figure out how they are going to 
look after mom, how they are going to look after dad. I 
have got to work. I have got my family. I have got my 
children, but I still have to take care of mom and dad. I 
cannot afford to put her in one of the private homes, 
so I am struggling. 

Long-term care was going to be a part of the 
Standard Health Benefit where everyone that works 
pays into that pool. I would like to know what hap-
pened to that. I have heard nothing of it. 

You will be well aware, Mr. Speaker, when it 
comes to prescription benefits for our seniors, under 
FutureCare the benefit was and still is $2,000 per 
year. I am sure . . . I hope—and I will give the Minister 
the benefit of the doubt—maybe the technical people, 
maybe the people in the Ministry had not informed the 
Honourable Minister. But we were looking at taking 
that benefit from $2,000 per year, the prescription 
benefit for our seniors on FutureCare, from $2,000 per 
year to $4,000 per year. 

Now, you say, Well why were you considering 
that? I was asked many times. I said, Well this is 
why—because I received the phone calls from Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith. And this is what was happening, Mr. 
Speaker, the benefit would run out by Decem-
ber/January. The next benefit did not kick in until April 
1st. So for three or four months towards the end of the 
premium year our seniors were running out of their 
benefit. And then the seniors were making the deci-
sion, Do I buy groceries? Do I get . . . like my honour-
able colleague, Mrs. Jackson, used to say . . . Do I eat 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the next three 
months? Do I get my prescription? Or do I get pizza 
and eat unhealthy? You see, Mr. Speaker, that, to me, 
was a good one. 

Now, the Honourable Minister wants to . . . if 
she wanted to and did increase the benefit, the premi-
um, $55 per month per senior, certainly, certainly 
should have considered that . . . what a charm that 
would have been for our seniors in their twilight years 
to get that extra benefit to be able to carry them 
through, most of them—because some of them, Mr. 
Speaker, even if you gave them the $4,000 benefit it 
would not cover them for the whole year. Some of our 
seniors are on some very expensive prescription 
drugs.  

But my take is . . . and I am going to fight for 
the seniors, Mr. Speaker, as long as I am sitting here 
with regard to the benefits in FutureCare. That benefit 
should be looked at and changed immediately. We 
have many of our seniors that find themselves be-
tween a rock and a solid hard place, Mr. Speaker, 
when it comes to refilling their prescription drugs and 
the premium and the benefit for that running out be-
fore the year is out. So I implore the Minister to put 
that high on the agenda. 

And then I said, Well, is there anything else 
that the OBA has done to our seniors rather than 

help? And Mr. Speaker, you would be familiar, you will 
know that Lamb Foggo Care Centre . . . I am sure that 
. . . you know, MP . . . Madam Whip called me and 
said, Zane, what is going on? I understand that Lamb 
Foggo is cutting back the hours. So now, here we are, 
Mr. Speaker. Families, again, are being hurt. Momma, 
Daddy has a little problem they have got to go all the 
way to town if Lamb Foggo is not open. So you cut 
back the hours and you are cutting back a benefit for 
our seniors. Not to mention that it is the entire eastern 
population that loses that benefit. 

I also understand, Mr. Speaker, that the geri-
atric subsidy at the hospital is looking at being cut. 
Now— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is what I am talking 
about, at the Extended Care Unit, okay?  
 Mr. Speaker, if we are heading that way, here 
we go slamming seniors again. Maybe the Minister 
. . . I could have some wrong information, maybe the 
Minister can straighten that out. But if we are going 
that way, again, what have we done? Since the OBA 
became Government, what have they done for our 
seniors? All I see is cut slam, cut slam, cut slam. That 
is all I see. 
 

PORT ROYAL CONTRACT 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, Mr. Speaker, maybe the 
Honourable Minister, if she decides to give us any 
information, or reply, maybe she will take some words 
of advice. I heard the Honourable Member Shawn 
Crockwell say earlier that if we are going to come to 
this House (he said to one of my honourable col-
leagues), “get your facts straight.” Now we know 
where I am going when I talk about “facts straight,” 
Mr. Speaker. Because the Honourable Minister—very 
sly-like, stealth-like—tried to divert attention away 
from my comments to FutureCare to a (as she called 
it) a “landscape contract” up in Port Royal worth $14 
million. 
 Mr. Speaker, so that everyone in Bermuda 
knows, that contract was a very large excavation, 
earth-moving contract. Now, Mr. Speaker, maybe the 
Honourable Member was given the wrong information 
by her colleagues, because, certainly in this House, 
that number of $14 million has been mentioned sev-
eral times. But all to twist, divert, impugn—pick the 
word— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
says, What was the contract that Island Construction 
had? I guess that is what he is asking.  

One thing is, they are the Government now. 
They can pull the books and open them wide. But, Mr. 
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Speaker, that contract was worth $1.5 million, less 
than 11 per cent of it, which was received during an 
open bid process. Okay? So, Mr. Speaker, what the 
Honourable Minister has failed to do, but maybe one 
day man-up and withdraw those comments with re-
gard to that $14 million contract . . . Now, hopefully 
she knows . . . she knows she lied about that figure— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is right. 
 

UNPARLIAMENTARY LANGUAGE 
 
The Speaker: Now, please, please, please withdraw 
that . . . withdraw that. Withdraw that language. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I withdraw that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Withdraw that language. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let me put it to you another 
way— 
 
The Speaker: Withdraw that language. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I withdraw that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I withdrew it.  
 The Honourable Minister . . . let us say that 
she was misinformed, maybe from one of her col-
leagues, I do not know. But certainly, Mr. Speaker, 
you are the Government of the day and you are going 
to make a public statement. As a Minister of the Gov-
ernment, surely, as Mr. Crockwell said earlier to one 
my colleagues, you have to get your facts straight 
when you come to this place, or when you make a 
statement to the press. You have to—have to—get 
your facts straight. So, Mr. Speaker, hopefully the 
Honourable Member will clear that up. 
 

EMPLOYMENT—JOB CREATION 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to move quickly along to another very important 
topic in Bermuda and that is employment. We know 
that the during the OBA’s platform, during the election 
run-up, there was talk of 2,000 jobs [that were] going 
to be created. In fact, every colleague in this Honour-
able House, as well as every Bermudian . . . I remem-
ber seeing the week before the election, “Change for 
Jobs, Change for . . .” those signs were everywhere! I 
even had one put on my gate—“Change for Jobs”—
Mr. Speaker!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes!  
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: No. Minister Dunkley says 
my wife put it there. But it was probably Mark Pettin-
gill. That’s who it was. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Actually, if the truth be told, it 
was probably Premier Cannonier because, you know, 
he is my representative. So it was probably him. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I will say this: December 
17th to May 17th is approximately 150 days. You take 
2,000 jobs, divide them by five years, it gives you 1.1 
jobs per day. If you take 150 days of your 1.1 jobs, we 
should have 165 jobs that have been created. Now we 
know that is not going to happen in a day; we all know 
that. We all know it is not going to happen in two 
months. But the fact of the matter is that the OBA said 
that they would create 2,000. They would—not the 
private sector as they are saying now. They would 
create 2,000 jobs after the election. Well, it is five 
months to today; 1.1 jobs per day is 165 jobs, Mr. 
Speaker. And 165 jobs . . . well, it is . . . well, maybe it 
is 164 because one has been hired at the AG’s Head 
Chambers, so you know, maybe it is 164. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, yes. And another one at 
Tourism. So, you know, we know that they have a 
couple of jobs that have been created. But I am hop-
ing, Mr. Speaker, that in time . . . in time— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: —in time . . . and one at the 
BMA as well. One of my former colleagues— 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Was that job advertised? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. She is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: And that Honourable Mem-
ber is at work, so we have three jobs that we certainly 
know have been created and filled. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what we have to be mindful 
of is that since that time we have also had some clo-
sures. We have had HWP close—30 jobs. I under-
stand some have been filled. Some of those guys 
have found work. The bank eliminated 20 jobs. We 
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have had several other retail shops that have closed, 
Mr. Speaker. I am hoping . . . I am hoping that in very, 
very close— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am hoping, Mr. Speaker, 
that in due time, and in short time, that the OBA will 
produce the unemployment numbers so that we might 
be able to get some idea as to whether or not these 
jobs actually have been created or not. So that I put to 
the OBA and the statistical department within the 
Government, to see if we can have a more regular 
update as to where we stand with those jobs. 
 We were certainly challenged, if you recall, 
Mr. Speaker, at the National Training Board to pro-
duce numbers of people that had applied for and were 
on the waiting list for jobs. So, certainly, I would think 
that the OBA might be able to get some information 
and to guide us accordingly.  
 

NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to finish on one topic and we could talk about 
this topic for hours on end tonight, Mr. Speaker. But 
all I want to do is mention one thing—the National 
Health Plan. You will know that there was much time 
and effort by many Bermudian volunteers on our six 
different task groups. Those individuals, Mr. Speaker . 
. . and of course the Minister and the OBA have said 
that they are going to put that on hold and they are 
going to look at things. 
 Mr. Speaker, you will notice that the Chief of 
Staff at the hospital recently ran a few articles. Even 
the Minister in the Ministerial Statement this morning 
talked about the urgency of looking at costs of health 
care at the hospital. Health care costs in this country 
are rising 8 [per cent] to 10 per cent a year, it is a 
known fact. Within the next several years if we do 
not—do not—attempt and make a legitimate, honest 
attempt at tackling the health care costs in this country 
. . . we are talking about all these other issues . . . you 
could talk about docks, you could talk about employ-
ment, you could talk about . . . if health care continues 
to rise at that rate, Mr. Speaker, we will not have to 
worry about those issues because all of us are going 
to be in deep, deep trouble.  

Health care costs are rocketing at 8 [per cent] 
to 10 per cent per year. We have a workforce that is 
decreasing. We have a senior population that is in-
creasing. Mr. Speaker, for that National Health Plan to 
be put on a shelf is a crying shame. It needs to be 
brought back out and acted upon post-haste, Mr. 
Speaker, for the benefit of all of us here in Bermuda. 
We are talking about (the Finance Minister is not here) 
but we talked about our debt ceiling and the current 
debt. 

Mr. Speaker, if we do not get on top of our 
health care costs we will be in deep, deep trouble. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister from Paget West, constituency 23, Minister 
Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, the Minister of Health. 
 You have the floor. 
 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SENIORS 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am appreciative of the oppor-
tunity to respond to comments that have been made 
by the Honourable Member who just took his seat, the 
Honourable Member from constituency 29. Let me just 
say a couple of things. There is a lot to be said, so I 
am going to try to get it all in within the time that has 
been allotted to me. 
 The Minister indicated that I am a part-time 
Minister. That is correct. The [Member] indicated that 
there are lots of days and nights that are required. 
Yes, that is very correct. Some of us happen to be 
able to be a little bit brighter than others. Some of us 
can do twice as much in maybe half the time. But he 
can be assured that there is intense quality— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: There is intense 
quality of hours that are being placed in the efforts of 
ensuring that the Ministry is well served. My average 
day is 9:00 in the morning; I get off work at 11:30 at 
night. You can be assured that I do not take the after-
noons off to go and play golf, Mr. Speaker. I make 
sure that the time that is allotted to— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, I know . . . I know you work 
hard, Minister. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —the Ministry, 
that I do it. And that I do, Mr. Speaker. So let the 
Shadow Minister have no doubt that there is quality 
rather than the necessity that he might have found for 
quantity. Thank you. 
 Let me also say . . . the Shadow Minister 
questioned, What have we done for seniors? And that 
we have charged them more for car licences. Yes, 
that was a fact. The one thing that we had to recog-
nise when we came into Government [is] that the for-
mer Government appeared to have an attitude of us-
ing public funds for private votes. And at the end of 
the day there is no money in the kitty to go around. 
And based on that we had to start to face reality fi-
nancially to say that while we would love to have kept 
costs down to zero, we would love to be able to give 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 17 May 2013 1115 
 
our seniors everything that is needed, it is just not 
economically possible. 

The Honourable Member indicated that he 
was concerned about the cost of our debt. Well, you 
can be assured that the best way to enhance and in-
crease the amount of debt is to continue to give things 
away for free and have no revenue coming into the 
coffers. That makes no sense! That makes absolutely 
no sense. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 

NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So let me just now 
say in terms of . . . the Minister indicated premium for 
FutureCare is up. Premium for FutureCare is up. And 
let me just say, Mr. Speaker, for some, yes, the pre-
mium for FutureCare has gone up. For others the 
premium for FutureCare has decreased.  

I realise, Mr. Speaker, it pained me to be in 
the situation of having to increase the cost of Fu-
tureCare. But let me be real and let me put the facts 
on the table. When the actuarial report came through 
with the status quo as is, the people who were paying 
$385 for FutureCare premium (which were those who 
came in [phase] 1) based on the claims experienced 
and the actuarial extrapolation—and I will be able to 
hear myself if the Leader of the Opposition would just 
give me an opportunity—but when that actuarial ex-
trapolation was done, Mr. Speaker, that $385 premi-
um was going to be $464.37 this year. The people 
who were paying the $600 initially, which had gone up 
to $635, their premium this year was going to increase 
to $715.16 based on the claims experienced, based 
on the actuarial extrapolation.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, if one talks about an injus-
tice to the seniors’ population, there is absolutely no 
way that I or my Government—this Government—with 
any degree of conscience could have put . . . could 
have foisted that level of premium on the seniors of 
this country. 

So the first thing we had to do, Mr. Speaker, 
was to try and gain some kind of equivalence and 
convergence with respect to the amount of that pre-
mium that was being charged. I then charged the ac-
tuaries to look at it because it is very important to at 
least be fair. That is a concept that was lost on the 
former Government, that they were able to charge one 
lot of people $300 and somebody else $600 a year 
later for the exact same services. We have heard the 
stories. 

So one of the things that I looked at initially 
was to try to determine how we could attain conver-
gence of the premiums so at least we had a fair play-
ing field from which to start. And we did that by look-
ing at the actuarial extrapolations. And they came 
back with a number of converged premiums, i.e., eve-
rybody paying the same premium for the same benefit 

over 65. The figure was $525. That was the number 
that the actuaries came back with. And this is not 
something that was pulled out of the air. This was 
based on the present benefits and the present claims 
experienced extrapolated out actuarially. 

Mr. Speaker, I knew then that there is no way 
that I could ask any senior to pay $525, notwithstand-
ing that it would have been a decrease for those who 
were already paying $635. But I had to look at the 
greater good for everybody. And to . . . $525 was un-
attainable for many people. 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Minister, 
Mr. Speaker, is misleading the House, and I will tell 
you how. 
 She just said that the $525 was not attainable 
for most seniors. See, the problem is, Mr. Speaker, I 
had the same actuaries give me the same numbers. 
See, the difficulty is, and what the Minister failed to do 
was have a means test done so that those that can 
afford more can pay more. 
 
The Speaker: All right— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is what I was doing. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is where the Minister 
lost. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, carry on. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It is amazing, it is 
absolutely amazing how hindsight is 20/20 vision. The 
former honourable Government put a policy in place. 
There was absolutely no means testing. They wanted 
us, in a six-week period of time (because you will re-
call that the budgets were required to be completed 
within a very short period of time) to do what they 
failed to do in 14 years.  

I have made a commitment to continue to look 
at the converged premium. And what we did was we 
asked the actuaries what it would be and how much I 
would have to infuse into the programme in order to 
have a premium that was more affordable. The actu-
aries then told me for each $1 million of money that 
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we were able to infuse into the programme that it 
would decrease the cost of the premium by an addi-
tional $28.17. As a result, having scrounged around—
knowing that there was no money left in the kitty by 
the former Government—we scrounged around within 
the Ministry, found enough money to put $3 million 
into FutureCare that allowed that premium to reduce 
from $525— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: You did not put 
that in place. 

From $525 down to $440—which was the 
converged premium amount.  

Now further, Mr. Speaker, I have asked . . . 
because we had to start from somewhere within that 
short period of time. We have heard the [Member] 
chirping about the importance of giving people more 
benefits. Now all of the actuarial considerations were 
done on the basis of no change in benefits. And we 
had to start somewhere. If the honourable Govern-
ment— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I am 
not going to stand— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. That is— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am not going 
to— 
 
The Speaker: Member, yes, what is your point of or-
der? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
certainly misleading the House, Mr. Speaker, because 
that was done whilst I was there. We were looking at 
long term care and overseas care being funded 
100 per cent out of the Standard Health Benefit. Do 
not say that that was not done.— 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: It was done when I was 
there prior to the election. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Speaker, if the Honourable Member suggests that that 
was done while they were in charge, where it is? Why 
is it not in place? Why was that not something that we 
found? Why— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: It is not— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is trying to rewrite history as we have seen all 
day today. But with that said let me say that I have 
chosen to look even further because we had to start— 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: We had to start 
from an even playing field. And that even playing field 
was to be able to look and see how we can enhance 
the benefits, how we can enhance what is charged to 
the seniors at a price that is equitable for them. 
 Mr. Speaker, what we have done . . . and, as 
we speak, I have asked the actuaries to look at taking 
out of the cost of FutureCare all of the prescription 
benefit to find out what would be the basic premium 
with no benefit. And then to determine how we can 
offer our seniors the ability to customise with a value 
added the prescription benefits that they require. 
These are the kinds of innovative thinking that we 
have to have so that we can be fair, so that the stand-
ard cost is exactly the same for everybody. And if one 
needs to carve out extras to say, I want $1,000 or 
$2,000 or $4,000, then there will be sliver of premium 
to be paid in order to achieve that. That is the fair way 
of doing things.  

As I said, I do not expect the Honourable 
Member to understand that concept of fairness, but 
that is the way we choose to operate from this per-
spective. 
 Let me just say that when we start to look at 
overseas care at 100 per cent—do we not remember 
the fact [that] when FutureCare first came into being it 
was believed by those people who subscribed thereto 
that they would be covered for 100 per cent of the 
benefits? What happened? Somewhere down the line 
it was an, Oops! I forgot to tell you we are only cover-
ing 75 per cent. And that was after people started get-
ting bills for 25 per cent that they did not know that 
they were going to get. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It was— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It was never ad-
mitted— 
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The Speaker: Minister, Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, obviously the 
Honourable Member is taking some advice from her 
former colleague, the Shadow Minister. The point of 
order, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member is mis-
leading this House terribly. 
 I tabled— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva:  I tabled a report— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: After the fact. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: After the fact. After you 
made a false accusation, I tabled it. I tabled a docu-
ment in this House by Nelson Bascome informing eve-
ryone of what those rates were going to be and who 
was going to pay what percentage. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I will 
just simply say that that information was never dis-
seminated to the population. And it was only well after 
the fact that that report was tabled here in this Hon-
ourable House. In the interim many people were of the 
belief that they were 100 per cent covered until they 
started getting the bills. And that was when the issue 
became— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —a major chal-
lenge. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will not have this— 
 
The Speaker: Well, well . . . yes, just one more sec-
ond. 
 Yes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I am trying to 
get the . . . I do not want a point of order every two 
minutes, Mr. Speaker, let us be clear. But if the Hon-
ourable Member continues on that track of misleading 
information, Mr. Speaker, then I have to do a point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: What is it? What is it? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 

Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, that infor-
mation was put out to the public under Minister Nelson 
Bascome.  

And, Mr. Speaker, let me say the Honourable 
Minister talks about 25 per cent, 75 per cent— 
 
The Speaker: No, no. I think you made the point. It 
was put out there. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Well, she has to get 
off it. If not, I am going to have to do a point— 
 
The Speaker: You made the point. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
spoke to the issue of the revisiting of geriatric subsi-
dies. Let me just say that the hospital that we have 
inherited is an acute care facility. In looking at the 
hospital plan, based on the manner in which the ex-
ecutive of the hospital have determined it, is for them 
to fulfil their mission. They have made the determina-
tion that they will focus on the acute care wing of the 
hospital. 

What does that do? It puts us in the position 
of having to make the effective determination as to 
how we handle non-acute care cases that end up in 
the acute care hospital. 

We know that we have an ageing population. 
We know that it is very important to be able to provide 
for those people who are now in continuing care. That 
is something that is also a part of the considerations 
that we will have. But when the Honourable Member 
wants everybody to believe that they were so proac-
tive and so wonderful and everybody did everything 
so perfectly—there is nothing that we were able to 
inherit that said this is . . . this is going down the road 
of attempting to have some kind of equity and concern 
and consideration for the seniors in terms of looking 
out for these types of things. 

Now the Honourable Member spoke with re-
spect to the National Health Plan. And let me just say 
with respect to the National Health Plan that the sys-
tem that was attempted to be imposed upon the peo-
ple of Bermuda by way of the National Health Plan, 
many of the things that had been discussed are posi-
tive. However, when you looked at the overall struc-
ture, we were trying to build an umbrella on top of a 
foundation that was broken. We were trying to figure 
out how do we pay for things and yet not determine 
what the cost of what we are paying for was going to 
be. 

And as a result, Mr. Speaker, we had to start 
looking at the first things first. We had to look at how 
we can examine hospital fees to ensure that we get 
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the best value for money that people are going to 
have to pay for. How can we look at physicians’ con-
tributions to the entire health care system to ensure 
that we do not have inordinate fees being charged to 
people? Before you know what you are going to . . . or 
who is going to pay for what, you have to figure out 
what best it is you have to pay for. And this is some-
thing that has not been done. And because it had not 
been done, we are now in the situation of having to 
figure that out. I do not want to know, Mr. Speaker, 
who— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I do not want to 
know, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, just one . . . what is your point 
of order? Quickly, please. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker, again. 
 
The Speaker: Why is that? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Because the Honourable 
Member said that things were not being done. That is 
untrue, Mr. Speaker, especially when it comes to fi-
nance and benefit design. Those things were being 
done. In fact, Mr. Speaker, they were completed. 
 
The Speaker: I think— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: She just has to read the 
documents. 
 
The Speaker: I think what is happening is . . . you 
know, there is some grey matter here. There is a grey 
area here and there is no . . . you are going to be up 
and down. 

So, Minister, finish what you have to say. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think what is more important to 
state than anything else is that the Honourable Shad-
ow Minister has to realise that he is no longer in 
charge. The things that he wanted to do, the things 
that he wanted to advance, may not suit the agenda of 
this Government. I will take every part of the plan that 
is on the table. I will utilise those things that are to the 
best benefit of the people of Bermuda, and I will reject 
those things that make no sense. And there are things 
that came to the table that made no sense, and based 
on that, Mr. Speaker, I can understand his frustration. 
I can understand his frustration. But let me just go fur-

ther to say that the Honourable Member spoke to the 
issue of— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

PORT ROYAL CONTRACT 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I will answer that, 
I have no problem with that. I will answer . . . I am sor-
ry.  The Minister spoke to the issue of the contract 
respecting Port Royal— 
 
The Speaker: The former Minister, you mean. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The former Minis-
ter, sorry, the Shadow Minister. And let me just say, 
for the avoidance of doubt, that I made the statement 
when the Minister came and said that he thought that 
we should put more money in the kitty to allow for ad-
ditional prescription benefits. And I made the state-
ment publicly that if the Minister did not charge the 
public of Bermuda $14 million for the landscaping con-
tract at Port Royal, then there would be more money 
in the kitty to provide more prescription benefits.  

The Minister has said that I said, one, that Is-
land Construction should not have any contracts. I 
have never (until this very second having just said 
“Island Construction”) mentioned Island Construction. 
I could equally have said— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I could equally 
have said if the Minister had not charged people the 
extra $35 million at Heritage Wharf, there would be 
extra money. Or, if they had not charged the people of 
Bermuda the extra $60 million at Berkeley, there 
would be extra money in the kitty.  

I made reference to one contract. The Minister 
then jumped on it and said, I only had $1.55 million of 
the contract value which is 11 per cent. The cost of 
the contract . . . you thought I pulled a number— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am not wrong. 
There was $14 million that was charged to the people 
of Bermuda for that particular contract in its entirety—
in its entirety.  

At no point . . . and I realise that the Minister 
perhaps has a little bit of difficulty with comprehen-
sion. But there was no point at which I said that Island 
Construction got $14 million. I never said it. And if I 
had said that, Mr. Speaker, and if I had made an error, 
I would be the first to say it. But the Minister has said 
that it was a $14 million contract, wherein is the differ-
ence? It is a $14 million contract.  

If there is anything untoward that we need to 
examine any further we will wait until the report—the 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 17 May 2013 1119 
 
special report of the Auditor General—on that particu-
lar project is tabled in this Honourable House. I will 
never . . . I will never have any . . . I will never mislead 
anybody. I will never say something that is inaccurate 
and fail to acknowledge if I have made a mistake. In 
this instance, I have not made a mistake. 

The Minister felt no way to say that . . . to go 
on national TV and said that my former husband (be-
fore he was incarcerated) had the benefit of govern-
ment contracts. You know what? That is . . . that was 
. . . you know . . . that was a state . . . and that I got 
benefit from it. You know what? 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: One of the things 
that the Honourable Member has to understand, Mr. 
Speaker . . . Let me explain something to the Honour-
able Member. It is important to understand that when 
you are Government and you have the ability to guide 
government contracts, it is not the same proposition 
as somebody from the Opposition who in fact put in a 
bid and was able to get government contracts. There 
is a difference. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order, Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Certainly is misleading the 
House. Did you hear what the Honourable Member 
just said? That because I am in Government, I have 
got access to contracts. She had better withdraw that. 
 
The Speaker: No, no, that is not what she said, 
Member. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is what she alluded to. 
 
The Speaker: That is not what she said. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member— 
 
The Speaker: So listen. 
 

MRS. LOUISE JACKSON—HOSPITALS BOARD 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member has difficulty with comprehension. I have 
made that determination. 

But, with that said , I am hearing comments 
from the other side asking where is Momma Louise, 
what is the situation? The situation with Mrs. Jackson 
is I have put her on the Hospitals Board. She also 
serves on the Health Council. She has worked as . . . 
she has worked . . . I asked her when I first moved 

into Government if she would assist me with some of 
the areas of which I did not have immediate 
knowledge, because I did not believe it was correct to 
spend the time to reinvent the wheel. I have asked 
Mrs. Jackson—yes, I have asked Mrs. Jackson—to 
give me— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I will give 
you the exact numbers and I have no problem with 
this. I have asked Mrs. Jackson— 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, Mrs. Jackson 
is a consultant for a period of six months. 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: For a period of six 
months. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Let me clarify this, 
Mr. Speaker, if I may. 
 I had asked Mrs. Jackson to come on board 
for a period not to [exceed] . . . not to [exceed] six 
months—for six months—to be able to provide me 
with information in terms of what was appropriate and 
how we can hit the ground running. That I did. And I 
have . . . that is nothing to hide. But let me tell you— 
 
The Speaker: Minister, you have 30 seconds. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Well, let me just 
say that in order to be . . . her fee was $5,000. Let me 
just say that in order to be able to pay Mrs. Jackson, I 
ended up having to take from some of the consultants 
that the honourable former Minister left behind for 
$200-and-something thousand for a Mrs. Simmons 
. . . different contracts and different consultants that 
the Honourable Minister hired and left on the table 
that I was then able to— 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just . . . just . . . please, please. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I was able to uti-
lise, Mr. Speaker, some of the funding from contracts 
and consultants that the Honourable Minister— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —had— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —so that I could 
ensure that this short-term engagement was fulfilled. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Thank you. Thank 
you very much, Honourable Minister. 
 The Chair— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and uproar] 
 
The Speaker: As soon as we get a little order in here, 
Member, we will have you speak. We will wait until we 
settle down a little bit first and then. 
 I would like to recognise the— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: I would like to recognise the Member 
from Sandys South, constituency 33, MP Terry Lister. 
 MP Lister, you have the floor. 
 

EMPLOYMENT—JOB CREATION 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, a little earlier on the Honourable 
Member, Zane De Silva, started down the path where 
I really wanted to speak today. 
 We have had much discussion here today 
about many matters that Members would consider 
important—that is the only reason they are raised. 
However, the country is concerned about jobs—jobs 
one, jobs two, jobs three. And sometimes we need 
economists and highly educated people to tell us 
where we are. But the situation here has gotten so 
bad that Mr. Smith, Miss Brown, and Miss Dill can fig-
ure it out for themselves. When you drive in in the 
morning, some days there is some semblance of a 
traffic jam. When you leave in the evening at 5:15, 
some days there is some semblance of a traffic jam. 
But mostly there is not. When we— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Oh, no, do not go there. 

When we come into the city to park, we could 
never find anywhere to park in the past. Now, you 
could almost park anywhere. When we pick up the 
Bermuda Sun (on the two days that it prints), there is 
a section for houses and apartments for rent that is 
four and five pages long. Miss Smith, Miss Brown and 
Miss Jones see this. They do not have to have a uni-
versity education to see that the country is in trouble.  
 The OBA Government, who I am today en-
couraging to get on with it—that is the purpose of my 
speech (not to get up and flog anybody or to say you 
failed in five months or anything like that . . . that is not 
where we are going). But where we are going is . . . 
Let’s get on with it.  
 We all have the right to pick our priorities and 
decide what we want to do first. And regardless of 

how I may have felt (and in fact I oppose it) the term 
limits were reduced, relaxed or eliminated—pick the 
term you like—on April 1st , because that was seen as 
one of the most important things to be done to stimu-
late business and to get it going. And so off we went 
with that. 
 However, there is much, much more that 
needs to be done. We passed some legislation here 
that was to make it easier for foreigners to purchase 
houses, condos, things of this nature. What is hap-
pening in the Department of Labour and Immigration 
in that regard? Are they busier now trying to process 
all these applications or are things standing still? We 
do not know. We do not know. If they are, let us know. 
 I have said repeatedly that I expected and I 
continue to expect, just because of the nature of 
things, that the OBA Government, like the UBP Gov-
ernment, would have a better relationship with the 
banks than the PLP Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: And you do not have to go into 
any reasons as to why. We just take that as a simple 
little fact of life in Bermuda being Bermuda. That so, I 
would have liked to have seen some movement from 
the banks to help stimulate that same area where the 
waiver or the reduction was given for foreigners buy-
ing property. Instead . . . and since the Government 
has come in, we find even more restrictions. Today, in 
order to buy a house, you must have a 20 per cent 
down payment. Today, in order to buy a piece of land, 
you must have 55 per cent down payment. 
 
An Hon. Member: Really? 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Yes, 55 per cent.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: No, no. No, do not tell me it is 
nothing new. It was not new two years ago. 
 
An Hon. Member: It was 100 per cent four years ago. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Now, recently, we moved to a 
point where if you want to buy a condo it is now 25 per 
cent down. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Oh, declare my interests? I am 
a Bermudian. I am a land owner. I also have a real 
estate firm. So if that has to be declared . . . I thought 
everybody knew that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 17 May 2013 1121 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: But I will say it. Maybe that will 
bring me some business. So every time I get up I will 
say that I have a real estate firm. How is that? 
 But, no, I am not trying to make a speech here 
for my interests, so let us make that perfectly clear. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Okay, we have done that now. 
We will move on from there. 
 Mr. Speaker, I expect and would like to see 
the Government working the relationship to the benefit 
of the people of Bermuda. That is the point. I am not 
going to walk away from that, nor should the Govern-
ment walk away from that. 
 We are now in the tourism season. We are 
expecting that there will be more jobs in the hotels 
and related areas. Bermudians are looking for these 
jobs, Mr. Speaker. Thus far we are not seeing it. 
 Of concern to me, and I am sure of probably 
every one of the 36 Members of this House, is the fact 
that we are now in what we like to call “graduation 
season.” We will see pictures in the paper over the 
next few weeks of sons and daughters graduating 
from university with their degrees. Where will they go? 
What companies are going to be hiring these bright 
young people—the next business leaders of Bermu-
da—coming out at 22, 23 and 24? What have we put 
in place to ensure that the doors are not slamming in 
their faces?  
 The Honourable Member, Minister Dunkley, 
spoke this morning about the efforts being made to 
deal with gang activity. I support him. I support Opera-
tion Ceasefire. I support the moves that are being 
made in this area. However, the best way—the best 
way—to break up the gangs and make them disap-
pear is jobs. It is jobs. Most of these young men who 
are members of a gang believe they have full-time 
employment. Their employment is in that gang carry-
ing out the activities of that gang, many of which are 
illegal activities. And so we need jobs to break it 
down. You know, the policing piece is fine and I ap-
plaud the judiciary, the police, and the prisons for the 
work that is being done in keeping the rest of us safe 
from that bad behaviour. But if we are really going to 
make the change that we want, we have to come up 
with jobs. 
 Mr. Speaker, when I started I talked about the 
priority. Having won the Government on the 17th of 
December, it is very, very difficult to get anything done 
prior to January. Christmas parties and celebrations 
must take charge. I understand that. So I am not hold-
ing Government responsible for getting something 
done on the 18th of December. That is asking a bit 
much. However, when we this week are at a point of 
starting (it seems) talks with the unions about how we 
are going to work through and get agreements, to me, 
after five months, that is a bit slow.  

I would have liked to have seen not the solu-
tion, the conversation, about what we are going to do. 
That conversation really was a January 15th conversa-
tion. There is no reason why that could not be done 
January 15th. And so here we sit now. And let me tell 
you what happens when you defer. I have been 
around unions for a long time, more than 30 years in 
fact. When you defer, you encourage the union to 
drag its feet and defer as well. And so if we are going 
to get positive things out of that, you have got to 
speed it up and keep going. Because the longer you 
cancel a meeting, push a meeting back, have a meet-
ing with no accomplishments in that meeting, nothing 
is going to happen. All of this is still part of jobs. 
 Many Bermudians complain that they do not 
have work and the employer says they do not have 
the skills. Back to priorities—the Workforce Develop-
ment Programme is supposedly finally underway. But 
again, that was a January 15th conversation and we 
could have and should have had that going ever since 
then. The Bermudians who really do want to do work 
that actually is being done by foreigners, and it is real-
istic that they could do that work, must get the training 
through the Workforce Development and we must get 
on with it quickly. Deferment is not going to help any-
body. 
 Mr. Speaker, SAGE is up and running. I have 
seen notices of public meetings that are going to be 
held—all that is good. But at the end of the day, we 
have to come up with realistic plans, things that can 
be grasped by the Government and put in place quick-
ly. We need not waste a lot of time on things that can-
not be done. For instance, I have heard that . . . well, 
it is one of the things SAGE is going to do is they are 
going to look at privatisation. And what that red her-
ring does is it gets the unions’ backs up. And when 
you are trying to have a conversation over on the left 
side about this, they are over on the right side on the 
herring—the red herring. And so you cannot have a 
conversation with them because they are all worried 
about something that any reasonable person would 
say cannot be done at this point in time.  

So why put it on the table? I would encourage 
Minister Richards to kill that one right away, to tell the 
public that SAGE will not be investing any time in how 
we can privatise this or that. What is the point? If you 
privatise this programme successfully and save 10 
jobs, what you are actually doing is sending 10 people 
home. We can privatise half of Government if we want 
to when we are back to full employment, and the peo-
ple will be able to find other jobs and maybe some 
foreigners will go home and all of that, but not today—
not today. And if we are going to be successful, one of 
the key things is mindset and attitude. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am very concerned about this 
issue of mindset and attitude. What I see amongst the 
people of Bermuda right now when I walk is not good. 
So we as the leaders have to take hold. And we as 
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the leaders have to ensure that the priority is there 
and is communicated and is acted upon. 
 What can we do? Well, I mentioned the banks 
and I have been talking about that forever, let us do 
some work there. Let us get some work going with the 
business community so that the businesses can re-
build—rebuild their inventories, rebuild their product, 
get some buying going on. Let us look at specific duty 
relief proposals. If they can benefit the country, lead to 
more transactions and lead to more jobs then let us 
do it. 

Mr. Speaker, you know that I personally have 
never been a duty relief person. I do not normally 
support it. But we are not in that time. We are at a 
time where we have to do some things that we would 
not normally do. So we have to look specifically there. 

Mr. Speaker, now that we made the changes 
for term limits let us really get on with the business of 
bringing in new international companies. Let us get on 
with the business of encouraging growth amongst 
those companies. And to satisfy the people of Bermu-
da and to quell opposition to that move, let us report 
on a regular basis. Let us come back here and say, 
Here’s what’s happening. Here are the companies 
coming in. Here’s how employment has increased. 
Here is the information coming out of social insurance. 
(Because that is a monthly report—all of us have to 
turn our information in monthly.) Here is what the 
numbers look like on a monthly basis. And that will 
encourage us. 

Mr. Speaker, your constituency and mine 
share a place called Morgan’s Point. I am still at a loss 
because I do not understand it at all as to why Mor-
gan’s Point has disappeared right off the scale. Mor-
gan’s Point was to produce hundreds of jobs. Not a 
few jobs—hundreds of jobs, and wonderful opportuni-
ties. And it was to create facilities of a high, high 
standard. Yet we hear nothing about it. So tell us what 
the story is. Figure out how we are going to get it go-
ing. And at this point in time, the sooner we can get a 
Morgan’s Point project underway the better off the 
whole country is. 

Mr. Speaker, all the good things that the OBA 
Government wished to do will come to naught—will 
come to naught—if we do not get the jobs. It is as 
simple as that. So I am going to encourage the Gov-
ernment, every Minister, because I know some Minis-
ters are working very hard— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Well, do not hold me to that. But 
. . . and we can put in all the hours . . . my favourite 
Minister just left the room. I do not know why the Hon-
ourable Member Zane De Silva attacks all the time. 
She is my favourite Minister, and she told us that she 
works from 9:00 am to 11:30 pm, and I believe her. I 
see some other people laugh, but I believe her. How-
ever— 

 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Well, she did not say what 
hours she worked in each job. She just said she works 
from 9:00 to 11:30, so that is okay. But the key point is 
[that] all of that will come to naught if there are no 
jobs. And we do not want to have the conversation 
about what is going to happen if we further dwindle 
down. 

And so I am going to encourage the Govern-
ment and I am going to encourage the Ministers and I 
am going to encourage the Premier to make this the 
priority. Whenever they are talking, if it is the Minister 
of Culture talking about a cultural event, tie it into a job 
and tell us how a job is coming out of this activity and 
show the country how we are making it better. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you . . . very good. 
 Thank you, that was pretty good. Especially 
you all did not see the move of the Leader of the Op-
position. They did not see that move, did they? 
 
An Hon. Member: They did not see that. 
 
The Speaker: They did not see that. That was a pret-
ty good move. That was a pretty good move by the 
Leader of the Opposition. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, constituency 6, MP 
Wayne Furbert. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I am not going 
to be very long. 
 
The Speaker: Please, please do not start out with that 
statement. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I promise you that. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. Please, you are 
putting yourself to the test. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, no, I will not. We are 
only allowed 20 minutes; I want an hour, but they al-
low me 20 minutes. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

MRS. LOUISE JACKSON—HOSPITALS BOARD 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But Mr. Speaker, I am going 
to start where my honourable friend finished. And we 
are talking about consultants.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is very revealing that the Min-
ister of Health stands here today and tells us that the 
former Member of this House, Louise Jackson, is a 
consultant to her Ministry. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, this Government can-
vassed up and down this Island talking about reducing 
consultants— 
 
An Hon. Member: We did. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —talking about reducing 
consultants, but then they take on . . . and I am sure 
the Minister of Finance who is a very good gentleman 
(and we are going to talk more about some of his 
good programmes that he had mentioned later on) is 
very concerned about his Ministers going around and 
hiring all of these consultants. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He must be very concerned.  

And then we have Ministers hiring former staff 
members of theirs in the public sector. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. If that is di-
rected at me,— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
The Speaker:  Point of order. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: That position is not a consul-
tancy position. I will speak on it shortly. Get your facts 
right.— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Know what you are talking 
about. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yeah, that is right. That is 
why I said the former Minister hiring a former Member. 
I did not say a consultant. We want to know how she 
got there. That is the question because consultants 
we understand. We understand how consultants get 
there. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, we do. Yes, we do. But 
we never canvassed on the idea of reducing consult-
ants. We never did. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We never canvassed on the 
idea of reducing consultants. But what we did say, 
they reduce costs. But this Government, Mr. Speaker, 
talked about reducing consultants and the number of 
staff in the Government— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh man! 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Premier, your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Conjecture on this is ridicu-
lous. 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order, Premier? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The point of order is that if 
we campaigned on reducing the number, where is he 
getting his figures from? We have reduced. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: We have reduced the 
number of consultants. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Prem-
ier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: He is misleading the 
House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: We have reduced the 
number of consultants. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I understand 
that the Premier has been off the Island travelling and 
may not be keeping up to date with what is going on. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er, he is misleading the House again. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I have certainly not trav-
elled as much as he travelled. 
 
An Hon. Member: What is the point of order? 
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The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I would like to see— 
 
The Speaker: Members, if we could . . . let us keep it 
on a good plane. Honourable Member, keep it on a 
good plane. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, this is the Mo-
tion to Adjourn and I am keeping above . . . because 
the people want to know what is happening.  

We know that the Premier has been travelling, 
there is no doubt about it. And I encourage the Prem-
ier to travel more because we have no problem with 
that. But they beat up on us for over a year or two 
years, five years on the travel budget, and then yet 
the budget is exactly on . . . a little . . . about as high 
as ours was. And I have spoken to the Minister of Fi-
nance many a time on how to reduce that Finance 
budget—the travelling budget. But I understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that they are in office and they enjoy that 
idea of going travelling—I understand that. But my 
point moves on.  

 
EMPLOYMENT—JOB CREATION 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, here is my 
concern . . . and the former Minister of Transport, Mr. 
Terry Lister, spoke on this idea of jobs.  

Now, I saw “Jobs” up and down this Island on 
those little papers that the OBA had. And to be honest 
with you, Mr. Speaker, I said to myself, They have that 
magic bullet, and I am sure that people are going to 
be supporting them. But we did not realise they were 
talking about consultants and hiring some of their own 
staff. I did not realise that. If we knew that, then we 
could have told the public. 

But, Mr. Speaker, who on that side is watch-
ing out for the ordinary Bermudian? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Who on that side is watching 
out for the ordinary Bermudian? Mr. Speaker, I— 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What is the point of order? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Misleading the 
public. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Honourable Member, please, sit 
down. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I certainly am 
here to say that I believe everyone in this House is 
doing the best they can to represent the people that 
put us here—everyone! 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. Thank you, Mem-
ber. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I do not take 
that point. I mean . . . I understand— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Just carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I can sit down if the Honour-
able Member wants to jump up and down. But my 
point is that the Minister—former Minister of Health—
talked about the increases for our seniors. It was clear 
on the idea of who is watching out for seniors. If you 
are telling me that seniors are better off than they 
were before December 17th as far as paying out addi-
tional money to Government, then stand up and tell 
me—the Honourable Member that just sat down—tell 
me if they are paying less taxes than they were. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Tell me if they are paying 
less health care—some of them probably are. So 
probably some of them are more. Okay? So that we 
understand that. So that is why I said, Who is watch-
ing out for the ordinary Bermudian? Because, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, no, no, we are not all 
. . . we are all not.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, those Honour-
able Members . . . I am glad they said so because, Mr. 
Speaker, as you know, I used to sit with some of 
those honourable colleagues. I used to sit with some 
of them, and there are certain individuals (and they 
can confirm it) that spoke in certain . . . every week—
the Honourable Kim Swan—every week talked about 
those individuals who fall in that bracket of 30 per cent 
poor or near poor.  

We all have heard Kim say it, so we are 
aware of individuals who have spoken. I was in that 
group. But, Mr. Speaker, if it is 30 per cent who were 
poor or near poor when the country was doing good, 
how many do you think fall into that bracket now? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: How many do you think fall 
into that bracket right now?  

I am asking the Government to do another re-
port. Do another report to find out who falls within that 
category. There are significant numbers of people, Mr. 
Speaker, because as you are aware that bracket was, 
I believe $35,000. If people were making less than 
that they were poor, or near to poor. Well, Mr. Speak-
er, as you know, after December 17th some of us on 
this side now fall within that bracket—in that poor to 
near poor category. So we understand that situation. 

 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SENIORS 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But, Mr. Speaker, I am very 
much concerned that we have so many people look-
ing out . . . not so many people . . . so many people 
that the Premier has put in place when we only have 
one Minister of Health. We now have the Minister who 
is a part-time Minister, we have the former Member, 
Mrs. Louise Jackson, and I understand the Minister 
without Portfolio also kind of works within that Ministry 
from time to time. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no. Why do we need so 
many people paying out when we only had one Minis-
ter? You are trying to tell me we have got to replace 
[one with three]?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, no, it cannot be. No, 
no, we cannot be. Let us work the numbers out.  

The former Minister was paid $160,000–
$150,000 a year, I believe it was. The part-time Minis-
ter, $100,000 a year for Mrs. Scott; $100,000 for the 
Minister (which is $200[,000] already); and then 
Louise Jackson, which we do not know what her cost 
is. 
 
An Hon. Member: It was $5,000. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We do not know what her 
cost is. But I am saying that there is over $200,000 for 
our $150,000 Minister. And he did an extremely good 
job in this category. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am concerned who right 
now is speaking for Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Get your numbers. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, the numbers are clear. 
The Premier said, “Get my numbers.” 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have already pointed out 
that— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have already pointed out 
that . . . Mr. Speaker, I have already spoke out on the 
idea. I am not sure what he means . . . the Premier 
says, “Get my numbers.” I am not sure which part he 
is talking about.  

Are you talking about . . . if you are talking 
about the payment of those three individuals, then tell 
us. You promised to be an open Government. You 
promised to be an accountable Government. You 
promised that you would do all these things and let 
people know everything you are doing, but transpar-
ency—the key word I am looking for—transparency, 
but yet— 
 
An Hon. Member: Good word. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, it is. But yet they refuse 
to tell us anything.  
 
UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member, 
the AG, talks about transparency. I mean, here we 
read today’s paper talking about the idea of leaked 
reports—leaked reports. Now, Mr. Speaker, when we 
talk about leaked reports, that honourable colleague is 
a very good friend of mine. And that is all I will say. 
But he knows that there were many leaked reports 
going around Bermuda when we were in Opposition. 
Many leaked reports [were] going around when we 
were in Opposition, when I was in with that group, be-
cause it was ordinary. There are sometimes civil serv-
ants that kind of gave information to the Opposition, 
but we never went on a witch hunt, talking about let us 
go around to find out where we are going to find . . . 
and hunt down these civil servants. 
 
An Hon. Member: But that is not what happened. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You know, we do not do 
those types of things, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: They have talked about a 
Whistle-blowing Act, and I hope that they bring that 
soon, where a civil servant has the liberty to speak up 
when Ministers are doing something . . . I am not say-
ing wrong . . . I look forward to that report on the 
Whistle-blowing Act.  

We look forward for the PATI [Public Access 
to Information Act] finally being put before this Parlia-
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ment and enacted. We look forward to those things. 
But let us not talk about leaked reports. Okay?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, at least the body that 
normally speaks for them was talking about leaked 
reports. Maybe they need to correct that. They need 
to sit before the camera and talk about leaked reports 
because he knows—he knows, Mr. Speaker—that I 
know, I know. That is all I will say. 
 So, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
An Hon. Member: And I know who I am. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He knows . . . he knows . . . 
he knows what I am talking about. He knows, the Min-
ister, AG, knows what I am talking about. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the question comes down 
to— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No one knows, but you, 
probably. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member, 
Michael Dunkley, is talking about, “No one knows but 
me.” And the Honourable Member, Mr. Dunkley, also 
knows. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is clear that we have to do 
some things differently. And I encourage . . . and eve-
ry time I have been here I have been encouraging the 
Ministers, I have congratulated the Minister, particular-
ly in Tourism (who is a very good friend of mine), for 
what he is doing and some of the things he is carrying 
out on what we did in the past. 

But it is important that they move on from the 
projects that we were working on—particularly in the 
hotel development side. We are looking forward to the  
St. Regis. I heard the Premier talk about the St. Regis. 
I remember them saying on this side that it would 
never happen. I remember them saying it would never 
happen. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I did not say the Premier 
said it, but I remember individuals sitting on this side 
said it would never happen. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I remember 
sitting on that side there and they said it would never 
take place. But they were aware of information that at 
the end of the day we can probably get the St. Regis 
going within a short order. 

But we [are] also aware of the situation re-
garding Ariel Sands. I do not know where that is and I 
heard the Premier talk about Ariel Sands. There are 
some projects that we should move ahead and the 
Ministers that are responsible falls under the category 
. . . I think the Minister over at that Cabinet team and I 
am assuming it is the Minister of Tourism, [and] the 
Minister of Economic Development. I am sure maybe 
the AG, Minister of Finance, and a few others—
Planning—sit within that group and maybe the Minis-
ter of . . . the Deputy Premier . . . I do not know. But 
we need to move ahead because those are the things 
that are going to create jobs. 

I heard the former Minister of Health talk 
about 2,000 jobs within a period of time. I believe, Mr. 
Speaker . . . because it is very important. We want 
jobs in this country. The Government [needs] to gen-
erate revenue for new business and allow those indi-
viduals who are not working right now to get back to 
work. And those jobs—particularly at St. Regis. We 
talked about hiring at least 600 individuals for em-
ployment at the height, and practically all Bermudians 
should be involved. 

We talked about . . . as a matter of fact, if we 
get those projects going the Immigration will have to 
bring in individuals. We will have to bring . . . we know 
that. And people are talking about overheating the 
economy again, but I would rather overheat it. There 
are individuals who have talked about overheating the 
economy in the past, and we have. But right now I do 
not care how hot you get it, let’s get it going.  

We need the St. Regis going, we need Ariel 
Sands going, [and] we need Pink Beach going. Maybe 
Sonesta may not kick off for the next couple of years 
until they get the Hamilton Princess moving and start 
the development that took place by . . . and we appre-
ciate, Mr. Speaker, the work and the belief in this 
country by the Green family, how they have moved 
ahead with Hamilton Princess and they are working at 
others. 

But we have to really clearly move ahead on 
some new products, and I am sure that the Minister of 
Tourism is working with his team, but we have got to 
move away from the . . . this . . . this . . . How can I 
say? This idea that everything has to be so pure . . . 
everything has to be so pure. Okay? And what I mean 
by that [is that] there is opportunity on some of our 
beaches that we can put in place. And I am glad the 
Minister— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I heard the Minister of Plan-
ning work on that and we encourage you to move 
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ahead with that. That creates opportunity for Bermu-
dians, particularly up in Long Bay, the access . . . the 
access . . . and let me tell you . . . let me tell you . . . 
the Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, Marc Bean, 
was the former Minister of Planning. And the former 
Minister of Works, Michael Weeks, and I were working 
on the idea to open up some things at Horseshoe Bay 
to allow Tony Brannon and his group to put up a full-
time volleyball . . . soccer . . . on the beach. We be-
lieve there is some agreement that you can work to-
gether with the environment to make some things 
happen.  

Those things will create the opportunity for the 
Minister of Tourism to attract the sports groups in, par-
ticularly on the soccer, volleyball, new tourism in that 
part—beach tennis. We encourage the Minister of 
Tourism and Planning . . . and now you are going to 
get some opposition from those individuals out there 
who want to protect the little small cedar tree, which is 
only about three feet high, and the little bird sitting on 
it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So we are going to get those 
problems, but we need to make it happen. Also we 
need to move on Long Bay Beach. Okay? We need to 
move on that. That Horseshoe Bay is overused. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Horseshoe Bay is overused. 
When you have individuals coming off that ship, and 
there are 7,000 people converging on Horseshoe Bay, 
they are doing more damage to our environment than 
if we allowed individuals to go on Long Bay Beach. 
And now we hear what we have for Long Bay Beach. 
We have some ideas for Long Bay Beach which allow 
individuals to set up the umbrellas on the beach . . . 
maybe a little massage. I know my good friend—the 
Tourism Minister—loves that idea, where you have 
the little massage on the beach. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We all love that.  

But you have got the fresh air, the salt coming 
at you. But it creates new opportunities for Bermudi-
ans to go up there and have their own little business. 

But we have got to put a better bathroom facil-
ity up there on Long Bay Beach. And the former Minis-
ter of Works, Michael Weeks, was working on that to 
get that in place for this year so we could encourage 
more people moving away from Horseshoe Bay over 
to Long Bay Beach. 

These are the things that we need as far as 
new products in this country. We are encouraged by 
what we see from the gentleman who is putting up this 
skiing (I forget his name), Michael Swan. We are en-

couraged by what we see, all the new products com-
ing out of there. We will see where the market is as far 
his pricing. He and I have spoken about the price. But 
we are encouraged by that. But we need also new 
products. I know the Minister is working with his team 
to make it happen. 
 There are some things that we can make 
happen now. I am going to tell you, the summer . . . 
your one-year term is coming up very fast. Your term 
. . . this six months went fast, AG. It went fast. And 
you close your eyes [and] we will be in the summer 
break and then the Premier will be returning here in 
November for another Throne Speech. That is how 
fast things move. Cup Match. As you know, Mr. 
Speaker, we are now talking about Christmas. So I 
am encouraging this Government. All right? I am en-
couraging this Government to get in their little huddle 
of the 12 disciples (what you call the Cabinet) and 
move some things forward as soon as possible. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Wise men, whichever way 
you want to say it. 

Move some things forward so we can get 
some things moving over the summer or at least at 
the end of summer. Because the way we operate in 
this Honourable House, Mr. Speaker, is that you know 
it takes time for legislation to pass, or if it is policy-
wise the Minister has got to get his group all agreeing.  

So we believe that jobs can be, can work. We 
believe that the tourism numbers . . . as a matter of 
fact, I have not heard the third quarter from the Minis-
ter on tourism numbers. I know he gave his idea on 
the January/February numbers. I have not heard Jan-
uary/February/March. We are now headed towards 
the second quarter and I believe that the first quarter 
will probably be up. I am encouraging the Minister to 
at least tell the public where we are on those numbers 
because those are the things that we need to be able 
to make further decisions [on]. 

We also need better statistics on the Govern-
ment’s job initiatives. 
 
The Speaker: You have 30 seconds. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, wow, that went fast. 
That went fast, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thirty seconds. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We need . . . we need some 
statistics on the job initiatives. They talked about re-
moving the tax for individuals for new jobs and the 
Deputy Leader, Michael Dunkley, has he increased 
his employment since that time since they passed?  

I do not know whether . . . but it would be nice 
to know that. But we need that information. And I 
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would have thought the Premier would want it be-
cause at the end of the day it allows— 
 
The Speaker: Wrap up, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —it allows the country to get 
a feel— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, wrap up! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Attorney General, the Learned Member, the Honoura-
ble Mark Pettingill from Warwick North East, constitu-
ency 25. 
 AG, you have the floor. 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am obliged for the encouragement of the 
Member that just sat down. He, in fact, gave a whole 
host of things that I would join with and say, Yes, 
these are things that we must get on [with] and get 
done. We certainly are getting on and getting things 
done and I think that speaks for itself. The big ques-
tion is these are the same lists that the previous Gov-
ernment had, and those things did not get done.  

I understand that a lot is expected of us. And 
we are—in the course of five months—really making 
leaps and bounds forward. That is why you hear 
statements like you did from Mayor Bloomberg saying 
“it is like night and day,” because he could spot the 
difference that is going on. He sees what the differ-
ence is in this Government and the administration. 
That is just from a neutral position, a statement that 
was made in relation to, you know, what we are doing.  

And the facts speak for themselves. We have 
talked about a couple of things, in fact, because I think 
it is important to. I understand that. I was in Opposi-
tion for five years, so I kind of have an idea about like, 
you know, today was attack day. And some of them 
over there, with great respect, are very, very clever, 
and (as I like to say about this particular Opposition) 
don’t let the truth get in the way of a good story. Don’t 
let the truth get in the way of a good story. All right? 
 So I . . . you know, being about facts, because 
I will tell you this is a fact. Here is a fact for you, Mr. 
Speaker. I am reviewing a lot of contracts, a lot of 
contracts that this Government dealt with, and other 
people are reviewing those contracts as well. So I 
think things will move forward from that stage, and 
there will be a lot of understanding about that.  

So just a little fact on some of the contracts—
the contract that related to Heritage Wharf was for $39 
million. The current count on what is going to— 
 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: The contract was for $39 
million. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, the con-
tract from Correia— 
 
The Speaker: This is a clarification in terms of— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: That is not a [point of] order. 
 
The Speaker: You . . . you— 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: You sit down! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Sit down! 
 
The Speaker: You are going to . . . Please, Honoura-
ble Member, I will— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: I will control this House, not you. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, sir. No, you 
are absolutely right. 
 Mr. Speaker, the contract price that has been 
made public by the contractor was $52 million. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: That is not a point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Carry on. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: The contract . . . the contract 
. . . I am reviewing contracts and the contract initially 
signed off on and approved for that project was $39 
million. And the current position is that we are around 
$60 million that was spent on it. Those are just the 
facts. Those are the types of facts that you might see 
in pleadings in court type of thing, those types of facts, 
because what you do is you take the evidence, you 
put it all together, and you say, here are the facts. But 
time will tell. Time will tell. Those types of facts will 
come out.  
 And I must rise to address some facts be-
cause they have been spun so well it is making me 
dizzy, let alone everybody else. 
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UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: When I came into the Attor-
ney General’s Chambers, Mr. Speaker, there were a 
number of vacant posts, including counsel posts, as-
sistant posts, secretarial posts, and so on. As a matter 
of fact, we are understaffed. The former Government 
would know that, in counsel we really are. So there is 
no question that sometimes I may have to go outside 
for counsel. And there was, candidly, a lot of money 
that was spent before going outside on counsel—I 
think too much—and I have taken a certain approach 
with regard to refining how that is done.  

My colleagues could tell you that. I have laid 
down the law with regard to . . . if Ministers want to go 
out and hire counsel, you cannot just go off and do it 
because you want to get a lawyer here or you think 
you are not getting a response because we are short 
staffed. I will approve counsel and we will look at what 
needs to be done. That has to happen. We are nine— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you. I am obliged to 
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition—it is. 

And that might be the same with a consultant. 
On the consultancy issue the fact is this, nobody ever 
said we would not have consultants. All right? What 
we said was that we would lower the number of con-
sultants. And I have been particularly diligent in ensur-
ing that that is the case. It does not mean that we are 
not going to have some here or there out of necessity. 
So people have to understand that. You may well 
have a necessity to have a consultant, especially a 
legal consultant in a legal chambers or somebody that 
is advising you legally as a legal consultant—it has to 
happen. 

Coming to the positions that were available, 
one of those positions was an executive assistant to 
the Attorney General. Now, I did not make that up. 
That is not a position I came in and said, Let’s make 
up a position called “executive assistant to the Attor-
ney General.” When you come in a very, very good 
civil service . . . and my senior civil servant, who is 
outstanding, sits down (and was the former PS to the 
former Attorney General, so she would know this) sits 
down as the new Minister is coming in (and there are 
Members on the other side that I appreciate would not 
know that because they have not been in that posi-
tion) and goes through with you. There is that coming 
in period, you know, where you have to get the lay of 
the land and what is going on. And the positions that 
are vacant and the positions that are available are laid 
out. I had a lovely chart showing me and I was like, 
Wow! I have got some holes to fill here. 

Would I love to be in the position to add to the 
outstanding people that work in the Attorney General’s 
Chambers, top to bottom, all of them—the lawyers 

there, the outstanding lawyers that we need more of— 
would I love to be in the position to go out and 
headhunt some first-class people? Would I be in a 
position to headhunt some first-class people? Abso-
lutely! Have I encouraged people to maybe apply for 
jobs in giving service? Absolutely. Is it that, you know, 
the salary for somebody that maybe could get a job in 
private practice (and I know this, being Attorney Gen-
eral) is far less? They are. So people that are pre-
pared to do it, are prepared to serve. 

The position of executive assistant to the At-
torney General was a vacant post. Now, here is the 
rub. That post (and this was explained to me) and 
Honourable Members on the other side would know it, 
and the former Attorney General would know it be-
cause she had the same post available for her. That 
post lives and dies with the job of Attorney General. 
So if I get hit by the bus, or there is Cabinet shuffle 
and the Honourable Premier decides he does not 
want Pettingill doing this job anymore ([I’d] like a little 
more time trying to get things done, but that is his 
choice), she is gone! So the person who takes that 
post . . . there is a slight risk in saying, I’ll take that 
post of executive assistant to the Attorney General.   

For 20 years I have had an outstanding assis-
tant in law who was prepared at personal sacrifice to 
leave a very good job—which she could have stayed 
in—and come and do service and be paid less in the 
particular post that was available. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: There was no civil servant 
there! There is no . . . the post was available. It was 
vacant. The previous Attorney— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: No. It was a different posi-
tion. Listen, please. 

The previous Attorney General had an assis-
tant [position] that was filled by a civil servant in a civil 
servant post. So that is a different type of post. It was 
available. It did not have to be advertised in accord-
ance with the rules of section 10 which says that a 
post may or may not be advertised.  

Now, let me come back to it. These are things 
that are advised to the Attorney General by the civil 
servant when he comes in. So the nonsense that was 
developing when I was in the House being asked 
these questions, right? Which, you know, fair enough, 
you can ask questions. Everybody knows what sits 
over here to your right, Mr. Speaker—the civil serv-
ants that support the Ministers. And you take direction 
and advice from them—good direction and advice on 
answering the questions that I was given. And there 
was nothing about it that was misleading or misinform-
ing the public of this country. 
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 The crux of it is . . . and it did not have to be 
blown out of a big proportion—but it has now. The 
former Attorney General simply should not have been 
contacting her former employees to ask for anything—
the colour of the doors—she should not have done it. 
And there are rules about that. Let me explain why.  

This is the trouble. As a former boss—when 
you leave a job, you have people that have worked for 
you, been loyal to you, probably been friendly with 
you, they worked for you. It is confusing when you call 
up and start asking them for things. And the rules are 
structured in such a way—particularly in Britain—
where that is actually an offence of incitement to get 
a— 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of information. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I am not taking a point of in-
formation. I am not taking a point of information at this 
stage. All right? I am not taking a point of information. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: That is an incitement with 
regard— 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: All right, she has a point of order. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: —of information. 
 
The Speaker: Please. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 The Honourable Attorney General is mislead-
ing the House and the public when he says that there 
are rules in place. And I challenge him to cite those 
rules. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: In the UK. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I know he is referring to Eng-
land, but let us talk about what is here in Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I have the English rules, too. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order . . . I know she 
does not know what a point of order is, but that is not 
one. Okay? 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 

 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I said “in the UK.” And we are 
not in the UK, but these things tend . . . and they 
probably should transition here. It is not on to do 
that—it is not on.  

Let me give you an example. It is not on to 
send an e-mail to a civil servant asking for a favour to 
pull down legislation that you worked on with a col-
league because he is writing a book. You are asking 
them to do work. That is not on. They have a job to do 
for the Ministry in the new Government, so you reach-
ing out to civil servants saying, Can you go off and do 
this work for me and pull these down is not on for an-
ybody. That is not on to do.  
 So when information came that the former 
Attorney General was reaching out to various staff 
members and asking for informational things, the only 
issue [that] was raised there is, of course, people are 
going to wonder, Well, what is she up to? What is she 
asking about? She should not be doing that. So the 
issue was never the civil servant, really, because I 
actually got that. I got that—how she was thrown un-
der the bus. How she was thrown— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: No, no. How she was thrown 
under the bus by a former Attorney General reaching 
out and asking questions. And that is probably why 
(as I understand it) she apologised to the civil servant 
for putting her in that position. She should have apol-
ogised. She should have apologised for putting her in 
that position. And, frankly, what I expected . . . what I 
expected— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: There was never a witch 
hunt! It is offensive. Can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, 
you are put in a position where the information is that 
there are leaks coming from, particularly, of all de-
partments, the Attorney General’s Chambers with very 
sensitive matters? You are working on a sensitive 
contract. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: No, it was never okay—
entirely, entirely wrong. If people contacted— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Marc, please. If people con-
tacted the Attorney General of the country that worked 
for them, I would expect that that Opposition would 
have gone through the roof.  

I have been vilified. I have been vilified. Show 
an e-mail where Mark Pettingill, Mr. Speaker, contact-
ed a former civil servant and said, Hey, can you give 
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me some information on this? I would not have done it 
then and I certainly would not have done it if I had 
been their boss and had left the job. That was what 
. . . and listen, this is where the scandal falls awry. It 
was inappropriate. It was not smart and it was not 
sensible. And, clearly, the Honourable Member rec-
ognises that because she went and apologised to the 
civil servant put in that position. 

So what one would have expected was that all 
questions were asked and answered in the House, 
Mr. Speaker. I detailed that. They need to stop spin-
ning it. It has all been asked and answered as advised 
by the civil service—nothing misleading—asked and 
answered on what the rules are. 
 So what I thought would have happened was 
that the Honourable Member would have called me up 
and said, I’m sorry. Or come to the House and said, 
I’m sorry. I am a neophyte in the House. I should not 
have done that. That is kind of what I thought might 
happen. You know, you got busted in doing something 
you did not do. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: It was not what the infor-
mation was. It was not the confusion that she created. 
It was not the fact that she was asking people to do 
work that they just should not be doing on Govern-
ment time—that in itself is inappropriate. Or you were 
going to sit there and say that is okay? That is okay to 
do that, to get people to do that? How is that going to 
happen? How is that going to happen? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Certainly not, nor did the AG. 
Certainly not, nor did the AG—nor did the AG—that is 
a fact. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: Well, your bird . . . you have 
got a lot of birds. Your birds should fly away— 
 
The Speaker: Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: South, right? Yeah. That is 
what their birds told them. Yeah, a lot of birds. Their 
problem is with the bird. 
 So Mr. Speaker,— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: The fact of the matter is that 
the civil service then kicked in and had to deal with the 
civil servants and that ran the way it did. So if there 
was no wrongdoing, there would not have been any 
type of sanction for that.  

I frankly appreciate the apology that I was 
given. I thought it was quite appropriate. And I was 
forgiving that person who is still working in that posi-
tion doing a good job, and I hope they continue to 
work there and do a good job because they have 
been doing it for a long time. And they certainly fell 
afoul of what the rules are here—no question. And the 
reason they fell afoul was because the Honourable 
Member on the other side incited them to do that, as 
her former boss, by saying, Can I have this infor-
mation? And there is no way with any colourful artifice 
that you can get around and say, really, me calling up 
people or me sending e-mails asking for favours or for 
information or for legislation to be pulled down be-
cause my friend is writing a book and . . . you know, 
and I did more than any AG did with that Premier, and 
this type of thing, is inappropriate. That is all.  

She should not have done it. And that now 
should be the end of the matter. There was no witch 
hunt. You know, there was a levelling of the playing 
field on what it should be . . . on what it should be. 

And they know full well if the shoe was on the 
other foot, you would have had one of their people up 
here organising a 10-man march on the House de-
manding and screaming for an apology from me. We 
are not going to do that. I did not make any demand. I 
did not even have any comment on this matter from 
the very beginning in the Royal Gazette. In the begin-
ning, I had no comment. As it rolled out and things got 
said and people were doing it, it was like, Come on! 
Because it became a nonsense. 
 Now what I have said here today—those are 
the facts. All right? Just like they are on the contract at 
the Wharf and the like the other things, we will deal 
with the facts and that is the way to go because the 
facts are the things that are going to come out in the 
course of the work that this Government is doing and 
has to do. The facts are going to continue to come 
out. 
 And we are not them. We are not the PLP. 
And the classic situation is, when you know you have 
behaved in a certain way as Government, when you 
know that you have done wrong and when you know 
you have not got things right, and when you know that 
there are a number of issues that cloud over you, the 
easiest thing to do when you are in Opposition is to try 
and spin it around and say, Well, it is them doing it 
now. But that is not flying. That is not flying. And that 
is what the difference is between us and them and 
night and day with the new Government. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable and 
Learned Member. 
 Are there any other Members who want to 
keep me here tonight? 
 
[Laughter] 
 

 House of Assembly 



1132 17 May 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Member from Pembroke West Central, constitu-
ency 18, MP David Burt. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. I do 
see the hour is 5:00 pm and I will— 
 
The Speaker: I usually work until 5:00. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Not today.  
 
[Laughter] 
 

MOODY’S DOWNGRADE 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Not today. But, in all seriousness, 
Mr. Speaker, I think that the reason that we are here 
is to do the people’s business. 

Yesterday, I made a statement to the media 
that encouraged the Minister of Finance to come to 
this House and to address the issue of a debt down-
grade which took place yesterday from Moody’s. And 
not only a downgrade, but a downgrade also in the 
outlook and the change of our outlook from stable to 
negative. 
 So my view, and what I said was . . . and I 
guess I am disappointed because in the maiden 
speech that I gave in this Honourable House, Mr. 
Speaker, I quoted section 57 of the Constitution, 
which said that Cabinet is collectively responsible to 
the Parliament. And this is the place where Cabinet 
comes to make sure that they keep the people in-
formed of their progress. I would have thought that on 
such an important occasion the Minister would have at 
least opened himself up to address the House and to 
say exactly why the negative outlook was given. 
 Remember, this is a change. The downgrade 
happened. But it is a negative outlook looking forward. 
And then he could have said whatever meetings he 
had with Moody’s, and why they were not convinced 
as to his programme. And what I would say is what I 
have said all along, that the new Government has yet 
to put in place a concrete plan for the reduction of the 
deficit. And that is where we will start, Mr. Speaker. 
We will start by just stating that it is our view that this 
is something that should have been addressed in this 
House. I personally am disappointed that I have come 
here, after the House has been out for two months, 
and we have only gotten four Ministerial Statements. 
And nothing, nothing, nothing to say anything that 
other things were not important . . . but on significant 
matters of public importance not a word, not a whis-
per, not a mention. And that is what we get from this 
Government. 
 So we are here to make sure that they under-
stand, in case they are not up to date with the Consti-

tution and the requirements, that they must bring 
things to this House, because that is who they are 
accountable to. 
  
UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Now, I want to move on, Mr. 
Speaker, because I think that it is very important what 
the Attorney General just said.  

In my view, Mr. Speaker, there are questions 
that are being raised. And the one question that 
comes to my mind is the question of Ministerial inter-
ference, something which was repeated over and over 
when the Members of the party opposite were over 
here: Ministerial interference. 
 Now, in the May 13th issue of the Royal Ga-
zette the Attorney General said that he rejected the 
claims by the Opposition that the Government had 
engaged in a witch hunt in regard to the matters which 
were discussed with the public servant. The Honoura-
ble Attorney General states, “There was no witch 
hunt”—and I am quoting from the same edition of the 
Royal Gazette. “There was no witch hunt by the OBA 
or anything like that.  So the OBA Government—and 
this is where the nonsense is—can’t come in and do a 
witch hunt. We can’t do an investigation.” 
 Okay. Understood.  

But today, Mr. Speaker, today, the headline of 
the Royal Gazette says, “Pettingill directed Permanent 
Secretary to investigate leak . . .” Okay. So. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: So, four days ago he tells the pa-
per . . . sorry, the Honourable Member tells the paper 
that we cannot come in and do an investigation. And 
then the document states— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am enjoying the Honour-
able Member’s— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No. I do not yield. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Is there a difference be-
tween a witch hunt and an investigation? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I do not yield. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you. Thank you. 
 Now, here we go. The headline says, “Pettin-
gill directed Permanent Secretary to investigate leak 
. . .” And then in a statement of absolute doubletalk 
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. . . but he is a well-accomplished lawyer. Sorry, the 
Honourable Member is a well-accomplished lawyer, 
so I would expect it from him. 

He says, and this is what the letter from the 
civil servant said, the letter that was directed to the 
civil servant, as was printed in the Royal Gazette, 
said, “On April 3”—and this is from the Permanent 
Secretary. “On April 3, 2013, I was directed by the 
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to in-
vestigate concerns relating to the unauthorised disclo-
sure of information regarding operations of the Minis-
try of Legal Affairs to persons outside of the Govern-
ment.” 
 
[Desk thumping and general uproar] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay? So now, this is what we are 
getting from the Government. So, we hear, We can’t 
do an investigation. The OBA can’t go and do an in-
vestigation. And then we go ahead and see that the 
Attorney General in fact has done the exact opposite 
and directed his Permanent Secretary to investigate a 
particular matter. 
 But, here is the thing. It is a good thing that 
that was not done in this House, that it was done in 
the media, because I would think that it would be a 
serious offence to come to this Honourable Chamber 
and say things which were not, in fact, truthful. And 
so, from that perspective, I think that the Attorney 
General, the Honourable Attorney General, although 
he has made his statement, still there is a question 
that is about whether or not Members of the party op-
posite are engaged in attempts to silence members of 
the civil service, to intimidate members of the civil ser-
vice, and to protect their backs from us on this side 
doing our constitutional duty, which is to hold the 
Government to account. 
 The Honourable Member from constituency 
34 said it very clearly, and it is in the Code of Con-
duct, that it is the responsibility of legislators to exam-
ine the administration of Government. That is our re-
sponsibility, and we will hold to it. So I will wait for the 
Attorney General, at some point in time, to clarify why 
he decided to tell the public that he could not start an 
investigation, and then it was revealed that he in fact 
was the one who started the investigation. So we will 
wait to hear that. 
 

MOTOR CAR AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But here is the thing, Mr. Speaker, 
because as I said, it would be a problem if you said 
something like that in this House. Now, the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 31, the Honourable 
Minister of Transport, started today by saying, Get 
your facts straight before you come into this House. 
So now I am going to move on to another thing. And it 
happens to be dealing with the Honourable Attorney 
General once again. And I am referring back to the 

Hansard from March 18th. And that was our last day of 
meeting. 
 And it was a wonderful, animated session. 
And as always, Members of this House were treated 
by the Honourable Attorney General to (I do not re-
member who—was it Plato? Shakespeare?) Shake-
speare. We were treated to a wonderful Shakespear-
ean demonstration from the Honourable Attorney 
General. And here is what he said—and I quote from 
the Hansard. This is March 18th [page 994]: “If a sen-
ior has a legitimate problem with being able to pay this 
tax” (and we were discussing the Motor Car [Amend-
ment] Act) “then they can apply for an exemption—
and they should do so!” He said, “If Nana . . . cannot 
afford it, she just has to go along to Mr. Crockwell, 
who you know is going to listen, set out her position 
under [Motor Car Act 1951] [section] 62B and say, I 
just cannot pay this licensing fee.” 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, yes. He said, “. . . if you can-
not afford your private car, then we are going to let 
you have that for free, too.” 
 He then went on to say [at page 995], “The 
exemption for this amendment is there. It is contained 
in the Act. It is under section 62B. If seniors cannot 
afford it, all they have to do is apply and get it waived. 
That is the way it is going to go.”  

It said that we were paralysed on this size of 
the House, paralysed by the law. 
 
An Hon. Member: They still have to apply. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, but then, Mr. Speaker, nine 
days later, it seems to be a pattern. It is just a different 
story, all of a sudden, a different story entirely. One 
day it is this; the next day it is that. Now what is it? 
Nine days later, nine days later,— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —nine days later, the story says, 
from the Royal Gazette, March 27th, “No vehicle li-
cense exemptions for seniors under legislation . . .” 
And it says, and this is quoting the Honourable Attor-
ney General, “To be clear, seniors can no longer ap-
ply for a full exemption from paying licence fees under 
section 62B and are not able to apply for an exemp-
tion due to financial hardship.” 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: So before, when we were talking 
about the investigation, that is, to the press. But he . . 
. sorry, the Honourable Member came to this House—
and I think that it is especially incredible that the top 
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legal officer for the Government of Bermuda, and for 
that party opposite, would come in here, mislead 
Members, misread the law, misread the public and 
has not gotten up inside of this House today and said, 
Sorry. I made a mistake, Mr. Speaker. I made an in-
correct statement. Can you please change and reflect 
the record? That is the arrogance—sorry—that we are 
getting from that Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Mr. E. David Burt: Silence. But that is okay. Because 
the fact is, Mr. Speaker, it is our job to make sure that 
we point that out.  

I am hearing some, you know, chirping. It was 
our Member who said that is not the case! Oh, well, 
we can go back to the Hansard. It was our Member 
who said it is not the case, and that is the single 
amendment. But maybe because it was late; I re-
member a lot of people were talking about cough 
medicine. 

And we are going to be back here in two 
weeks and, hopefully, the Honourable Attorney Gen-
eral will find time to speak to you in advance, Mr. 
Speaker, and make a personal explanation and ask 
for the record to be corrected and at least admit that 
he was wrong when he was engaging in that debate in 
this House. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: He can do it in the newspaper, but 
if he made the incorrect statement in the House, he 
should retract the incorrect statement in this House. 

And the reason why I say this, Mr. Speaker, is 
it seems as though one day it is one thing, one day it 
is the next. So it is with shock—not shock, because 
we understood the situation and we understood, you 
know, the wonderful writings that appeared in certain 
media at the miraculous completion of the dock in 
time for the Breakaway, of which we spoke ad nause-
am today. But the headline on the Royal Gazette right 
now says, “Premier confirms cruise ship tied to old 
dock.” 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: “Premier Cannonier has acknowl-
edged that Heritage Wharf modifications were not 
completed on time.” So this is what we are getting. So 
one day, it is . . . I will repeat it for the edification of 
Members. It says, “Premier confirms cruise ship tied to 
old dock.” 
 

The Speaker: Where is that? Where is that? Where 
are you reading from? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Royalgazette.com. 
 
The Speaker: Today’s RG? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, today’s RG. 
  
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. E. David Burt: No, just updated, live. Live! 
 
The Speaker: Not even in the daily’s page; it is 
online? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It just came online. 
 
The Speaker: You believe the Royal Gazette? 
  
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And it says, “Premier Cannonier 
has acknowledged that Heritage Wharf modifications 
were not completed on time.” So, we see all of the 
fanfare, all the discussion, all the chest-thumping, all 
of the people saying that, Yes, we were able to do it, 
Yes, et cetera. 
 
An Hon. Member: We fix your mess. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And yet, there it is. We fix your 
mess. Oh, we have cleaned it up, all the rest. And 
now we hear, and now we understand that it was all a 
big façade. 
 So the only thing which I am going to ask, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the Honourable Members opposite, 
the Government, would follow the advice of my frater-
nity brother and Honourable Member, Minister of 
Tourism, and get your facts straight before you come 
to this House. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now will recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister from Warwick North Central, constit-
uency 27, Minister of Community and Cultural Devel-
opment. 
 Minister Wayne Scott, you have the floor. 
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Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I 
am aware of the time. So I will actually be brief—and I 
will be brief! 
 But, you know, I smile when I constantly listen 
to the Opposition kind of pontificating, just to use one 
of their favourite words about, you know— 
 
[Inaudible interjection and crosstalk]  
  

DECORUM IN HOUSE 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: You know, listening, talking 
about how we need to learn, how we need to do 
things like they did. 
 And I just hope that we are bad students of 
that advice, because we all know where this country 
was headed. We all know all of the nonsense that 
went on. But, you know, I listened to a lot of the words 
spoken by the Opposition, and I just want to make 
sure that I get it right. I listened to the questions about, 
What have we done since December 17th? 
 Well, I can tell you that when I got elected to 
Parliament I certainly did not expect to be a janitor. 
Because all we are doing is just cleaning up the mess. 
But that is cool. That is cool. Definitely did not think I 
would be a janitor. But, you know, I listened to a lot of 
the words, like “intimidation,” “arrogance,” that we 
need to apologise (it is funny), “contradiction,” saying 
one thing, doing something different, unanswered 
questions, our actions need to be kept to the highest 
level—which I agree, because that is all about ac-
countability. I mean, to hear mention of the words 
“Ministerial interference,” this is almost a joke, you 
know, if it were not so serious, coming from over 
there, which is [from] the poster children for doing that 
type of nonsense. Come on! Like, wow! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Unparliamentary language] 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, that Hon-
ourable Member should not be referring to any Mem-
ber up here as “poster children.” I would ask that he 
withdraw that remark, respectfully. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I will rephrase it to the correct 
terminology, “poster child.” Or, I could give the defini-
tion, if you would prefer, just about an example of 
what those words exemplify—Ministerial interference, 
contradiction, saying one thing, doing something dif-
ferent, intimidation, arrogance. I think I have made my 
point. 

 But it is just kind of a phenomenal trait of se-
lective memory. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: You do not have to. You do 
not listen at all. That is your problem! That is why you 
are over there, because you did not listen. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, can you speak to the 
Chair? Thank you. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, you 
know, the people of Bermuda are listening to us, and 
we are listening to the people of Bermuda. It is a phe-
nomenal trait over there of selective accountability, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. No accountability. We didn’t, 
but you must. Again, wow, come on! 
 We talk about doing things different, but yet 
every opportunity to do things different, we get the 
same. Every opportunity. It amazes me—the audacity 
of the Government that created this mess trying to 
give us a lesson on finance! It is kind of like a florist 
trying to give advice on the space shuttle, to rocket 
science, you know? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I gave it to you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: You threw it away. You threw 
away people— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, have you finished? 
Would you like to take your seat, or would you like to 
continue? 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
again, I am just . . . It is unfortunate the things that 
have happened. But the focus continues to be on just 
sounding nice and not doing what needs to be done. 
And Bermuda, who is out there listening, we have got 
your back. Our focus is on getting things done. We 
are doing that in a hasty manner. You ask, What have 
we done since December 17? Five months! And we 
are going through and fixing legislation that for 14 
years did not get done. But that is cool. That is cool. 
We will do what needs to be done. 
 And I think that it is unfortunate that, you 
know, the role of Opposition, which I perfectly accept, 
is to bring advice, call out when things are not going 
right, and expect answers. But it is not to play football 
(American football, that is) and punt. And every single 
thing is about punt, punt, punt. 
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[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: It is the irony, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. And it is amazing how the Opposition Lead-
er just kind of always gets in a tizzy when I am sitting 
over here speaking the truth, because “ya can’t run 
away from yourself,” to quote Bob Marley, because 
that is another favouritism of— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, point of order, 
Madam Deputy!  

This is not the first time that Honourable 
Member has stood up in this Honourable Chamber 
and addressed the Honourable Member on this side 
directly, pointing his finger. I request that that Member 
conduct himself accordingly, govern himself accord-
ingly. If he does not have the maturity to have a manly 
or mature debate, then I suggest that he sit down. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much.  
 Actually, we would hope that all Members 
would stand by the same standards. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: You know, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I think that I do not need to say anything 
more. I think it has been evidenced that the truth 
hurts. It has been evidenced that the truth hurts, and 
we are continuing to do the work of the people. And in 
the last five months, what have we done? We have 
done a lot, a lot more than, you know, I think a lot of 
the talk that was done over the last 14 years. 
 We are cleaning up the mess. But, you know, 
I will leave the Leader of the Opposition, who has a 
problem with me pointing out things, but yet continues 
to sit over there and just—Honourable Member—to sit 
over there and just continue . . . We should put cam-
eras up here, because it would be real interesting for 
the public of Bermuda to just see how immature some 
people act. 
 But anyway, Madam Deputy Speaker, again, 
like I said, we are doing the people’s work on this Is-
land. And we look forward to hearing constructive crit-
icism when the time comes that actually constructive 
criticism comes this way. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Public 
Works, from Smith’s West, constituency 9. 
 The Honourable Member Trevor G. Moniz, 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, [Mad-
am] Deputy Speaker. 

 As I started out earlier this morning, we were 
meant to be giving a Statement, but it was not ready 
for today. And that is unfortunate. And we are missing 
a day next week, so we will be two days. But there will 
be a full response coming. I know some Members on 
the other side are very anxious, but they will have to 
remain anxious for a little while. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Okay. All right. 
 And I did go over and explain to the Shadow 
earlier this morning. 
 There are a couple of things I would like to set 
straight. One, I think it was the Honourable Shadow 
Minister when they were talking earlier about Heritage 
Wharf and the original job on Heritage Wharf, which 
actually was not . . . He was Minister of Works and 
Engineering, but I understand the project was done 
under the Ministry of Tourism and Transport. So it was 
not under his watch. But it was, as stated earlier about 
what the contract price was. The original price for that, 
I am informed and do believe, was $39 million, as was 
stated by the Minister of Tourism and Transport, and 
that the final spending was closer to $60 million than 
$39 million. So it was considerably over budget. And 
we are still examining the reasons for that. 

The Shadow Minister also said that it was up 
to international standards. And that is not correct. In 
the original design there was a requirement to have it 
up to international standards. I think it was so that a 
large cruise ships could stay on the dock in 45 knots 
of wind. But that was reduced by the engineer. The 
engineer that they used for the project was not a Gov-
ernment engineer. And he decided to reduce that. 
There was no standard. There was no standard set on 
it. And I think eventually, rather than 45 knots of wind, 
a ship on there, a substantial ship, would be able to 
stay there in winds of up to something like 20 knots, 
which, as we all well know, is not sufficient for the 
summertime or the hurricane season in Bermuda. 

That is one of the objects of the job that we 
are doing there now, to get the dock up to specifica-
tion even though it should have been originally. 

Now, you know, there are two parts to the 
process. One is in respect of the defects and deficien-
cies which were in the design and construction of Her-
itage Wharf. And those are evidenced in two engi-
neering reports that we have. And those reports have 
been passed on by my Ministry to the Chambers, the 
Attorney General’s Chambers. And they have also 
been passed on to the Auditor General. 

And I think it was earlier, the Honourable 
Member, Michael Weeks, who originally had said that 
that original report cleared the builder of any insuffi-
ciency in his building, and in fact that that is— 
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Mr. Michael A. Weeks: If I may? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I never said that the report 
cleared, or put, or pointed any kind of blame to any-
one. All I said, when I got the report, I wanted the AG 
to look at it before I tabled it in the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, with respect to that 
Member, he did say that. But he did also say that it did 
not indicate any defects. We can examine the Han-
sard. But in any case, my information is it did indi-
cate— 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Point of clarification. 
 The Deputy Speaker: Another point of clarification? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: What I did say was that once 
the report was tabled, we would see whether or not 
anybody was to be held responsible. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Indeed we will. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But that Honourable Member 
is one of the few people in this House who has seen 
and read that report. So he knows what that report 
says. 
 So the situation is, those reports are now with 
the Attorney General’s Chambers. I also had a meet-
ing with the Auditor and passed those reports to the 
Auditor General. That is why I am trying to stay out of 
the public domain. I would rather let those people deal 
with those issues, rather than me mixing up in that. 
What I would like myself and my Ministry to do is to 
get the job done, which, in my view we have gotten 
done in terms of the works on Heritage Wharf. 
 The idea was to have sufficient of the work 
done so that the ship could dock on time on May the 
15th. And that was the question always put to me: Will 
that ship be able to dock in Bermuda on May the 15th? 
It will not have to sit off in Grassy Bay. It will not have 
to go back home. It will be able to come to Bermuda 
and dock. And that is what we achieved. 
 And with respect to the Honourable Shadow 
Minister, he admitted that the work even then should 
have begun somewhat earlier. So we were right up 
hard against it to get works done so that ship would 
be able to dock. 
 Now, I think it is a red herring when people 
refer to the “old dock” and the “new dock.” There is no 
old dock and no new dock. It is one dock. And that 
dock is having its defects and deficiencies repaired, 

and it is being upgraded. Those are the two parts of 
that. And that is what we are hoping to do. And that 
work will continue. 
 Now, some people falsely thought that, you 
know, all of the work would be finished for May the 
15th. That was never the case. It was always the case 
that we were trying to finish enough of the works so 
the ship could dock safely. And it was a close-run 
thing, because it really depends on the wind that is 
blowing, the weather conditions. And that is a huge 
ship. And, you know, there were contingencies with 
the cruise line. One of them was to keep the pilot on 
board (Mr. Ken), to have him on board if the winds 
rose above a certain level, were in a certain quarter, 
that they would be able to use the ship’s engines to 
hold it off the dock so as not to put too much weight 
on it. 
 One of the problems with the dock was that 
the fendering that was originally put on there was be-
low specification for the original ships that went on 
there. And those original fenders were crushed. They 
were of no use to anyone for anything. So they had to 
be removed. The new fendering has not yet been put 
in place. So there is temporary fendering in place, 
which is not going to be sufficient if the weather condi-
tions rise. We were lucky; the weather conditions were 
okay. But the contingencies were in place in case 
those winds rose. 
 Now, I do not know whether there are other 
. . . You know, there will be a more detailed statement 
coming forward. And really, that is the most I can 
make at this time. I do not know if there are any other 
questions. There were two engineering reports done. I 
think the first one came while my honourable friend, 
the Honourable Member, was the Minister. And then 
one came while I was the Minister. And the second 
one was a more substantial report than the first was. It 
was bigger in size, but done by the same people. It 
was a more in-depth report, but said much the same 
thing, but in more depth. 
 In due course, all of this will be public 
knowledge, but obviously, these things are going to be 
evidence in any court proceedings that take place. 
  

MORGAN’S POINT 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The other point that I thought I 
should address—I think it was the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. De Silva, who raised it—was it Morgan’s 
Point? Someone raised it. No. Someone raised it. The 
Honourable Member Terry Lister? Was asking about 
Morgan’s Point, what the situation is there. 
 The situation we found when we came into 
Government was that that project was at a standstill, 
that the agreement that was arrived at was not likely 
to progress. I do not want to prejudice any discus-
sions, but the situation was that that was not likely to 
progress, not likely to be a success. The developers 
were running out of patience, saying, We have put a 
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lot of time, a lot of effort, a lot of money into this. We 
are no further ahead now than we were before. That is 
the situation we found after the 17th of December. 
 So we are now . . . It is another situation. It is 
like honourable colleague Wayne Scott said, We have 
found a dog’s breakfast. We are trying to resurrect 
that development, along with a number of other de-
velopments, so that it can proceed and create some of 
the jobs in the Island that the Honourable Member, 
Terry Lister, spoke to. 
 I think those are all the points that were raised 
on those issues. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No. I do not run from . . . The 
Honourable Member, I do not run from anything. I am 
not running from anything. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: You may giggle. But do you 
want to stand up? Stand up! I am not racing. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, he did not. No, he did not. 
No, he did not. No. I have his comments. Thank you, 
[Madam] Deputy [Speaker]. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Envi-
ronment and Planning, from Hamilton South. 

The Honourable Sylvan D. Richards, you 
have the floor. 
 

EMPLOYMENT—JOB CREATION 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
[Deputy] Speaker. Thank you, Leader of the Opposi-
tion. I appreciate a good compliment. I am working 
very hard for the people of Bermuda, as are all of my 
colleagues on this side of the House. 
 You know, I have been sitting here all day, 
Madam [Deputy] Speaker, listening to this very enter-
taining dialogue that has been going back and forth. 
And I understand the cut and thrust of the Westmin-
ster system of governance, but I just want to say that 
when we were elected in December of 2012, we in-
herited an economy in free fall. Bermudians were dis-
heartened. They had lost hope. 
  It has gotten very quiet in here. 
 

An Hon. Member: Due to the global recession. 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: They had lost faith in 
the Government of the day. And they decided to pin 
their hopes and dreams on the One Bermuda Alli-
ance. 
 So here we are after being Government for 
five months, and the Opposition wants to pretend that 
the conditions that they created and oversaw for 14 
years never happened. This is not a joke; this is not a 
game. I get stopped by Bermudians from every walk 
of life on the streets, crying because they do not have 
a job or they are getting ready to lose their homes. 
 So, I know that I am working extremely hard. 
And some people say that I am a part-time Minister. 
 
An Hon. Member: Are you or are you not? 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I have two full-time 
jobs. And I am working hard for the people of Bermu-
da. And I want to tell you, I am doing twice as much 
work as I know you all did. That is right! I can say that 
with full confidence. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, can you address the 
Chair, please? 
  
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, sorry, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. I am just a little emotional because 
the Opposition— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Point of order, point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I know he is a bit nervous. But 
he does not need to stretch to that degree as if the 
Government, the former Government, did not do any-
thing. I mean, come on! Get on a new track, and bet 
with a straight bat. Do not be trying to exaggerate to 
make yourself seem as if you have more relevance. 
You did not win by a large majority, for one. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And for two, you could go 
around this country— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: —and see all of the infra-
structure improvement and everything else that the 
Government, the former Government, achieved. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! Member! 
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Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. I would just like to assure the Hon-
ourable Member that I am not nervous about anything. 
I would just put that out there. I am not nervous about 
anything. I am a very confident young man. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, if you could refer to 
the Chair, please. 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes. So as I was say-
ing, we were elected to do a job. And we are going to 
do that job. We are making very tough decisions in a 
very difficult environment. And we will continue to do 
that. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, the Opposition 
is focusing on playing this game called Gotcha! We 
got you! Because they have nothing else to do but 
play Got you, Madam Deputy Speaker. So that is just 
noise. It is just background noise, like when you walk 
along the beach and you hear the ocean in the back-
ground, Madam Deputy Speaker. That is all it is, 
noise. 
 And most importantly, the Bermudian people 
understand that it is just noise. So we are going to 
continue to do what needs to be done to create jobs 
and opportunity. And Madam Deputy Speaker, there 
is something in Bermuda right now that was not there 
before the last election. And it is called hope and con-
fidence. You cannot put a number value on that, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. But it exists. And when I walk the 
streets of this country and I talk to everyday Bermudi-
ans, they tell me—they tell me. I did not need Mayor 
Bloomberg to say that it is like night and day. People 
tell me it is like night and day, Madam Deputy Speak-
er. It is just a fact. 
 So, the Opposition can say whatever they like. 
They can try and catch us out on this point or that 
point. It means nothing to the everyday Bermudian 
who wants a job. And at this point, we are the ones 
who are creating the jobs. 
 
An Hon. Member: Where? 
 
An Hon. Member: Where are they? 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: After five months, we 
are working very hard to create jobs, and it will be 
made evident in due course, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
We know what is going on. We are on the inside. We 
know what is going on. They do not know what is go-
ing on. They are only speculating. 
 So we will continue to focus like a laser on 
what needs to be done, which is creating jobs, which 
is reducing crime, which is fixing education, boosting 
tourism arrivals. Should I go on, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have the floor. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: And we are going to 
fix that, too. Watch us. 
 So, the bottom line is this: The Bermudian 
public are going to hear a lot of noise and a lot of this 
and that and a lot of I got you, and You said this, and 
the Hansard said that! And that is fine. That is the cut 
and thrust of politics; I understand that. But we as a 
Government are unified, and we are focused like a 
laser beam on turning this country around, because 
failure is not an option. Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Well said. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Shadow 
Minister of Economic and Social Development. 
 Mr. Glenn Blakeney, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. 
 You know, I was not even going to speak. But 
that last Member, he kind of put a little fire under me, 
you know what I am saying, Mr. Chocolate Milk? 
 
An Hon. Member: That is good. A little fire is good. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: He talked about noise, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. Well, some of the noise that was 
made earlier today with regard to the Honourable 
Member David Burt was some real factual noise that I 
know resonated with every Member in this House and, 
moreover, every single member that was privileged to 
hear his dissertation this afternoon. 
 You want to talk about noise? Well, you know 
who made the most noise over the last five months? 
The people of this country when you tried to take 
away the tax exemptions with regard to the Motor Ve-
hicle Act with seniors, when you suggested that you 
were even considering allowing 18-year-olds of guest 
workers to be hired for summer employment when we 
got a plethora of students who are eminently qualified 
to do any single job of their counterpart that would be 
the child of a guest worker in this country, who is go-
ing to be coming back the end of this month looking 
for those very same positions. And so they climb 
down. That is the noise that you should be listening to. 
 And I am glad you did listen to that noise. And 
the noise that we will continue to make is to keep the 
fire under your seats so that when you stand, you 
stand on a foundation of fact that sometimes is 
stretched to the degree where you have to be remind-
ed, as was done this afternoon by the Honourable 
Member Burt! 
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 So you do not need to be lecturing us! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, can you speak to the 
Chair, please? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: They do not need to be lec-
turing us, Madam Deputy Speaker! We sat there, so 
we know! And we are not arrogant! We are absolutely 
not here to pontificate. And every Member that spoke 
on this side of the Honourable House this afternoon, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, has spoke to issues and to 
principles and to fact—indeed, fact. 
 And there has been a level of conspicuous 
silence when those facts hit home! The former Hon-
ourable Health Minister, the former Honourable Minis-
ter of Economic Development and Tourism, they 
know. So we do not need to be here trying to gain po-
litical brownie points. So I just stood this afternoon to 
set that straight, that we do not need to be lectured to. 
And if you are about doing what is in the interest of 
this country, then do it with action. Do not counter our 
words with more words to gain one-upmanship. Be-
cause you are engaging in the same rhetorical exer-
cise that you are accusing us of.  
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 Thank you. I had to wait until you got to your 
appropriate seat. 

The Chair recognises the Member, Rolfe P. 
Commissiong, from Pembroke South East, constitu-
ency 21. 
 You have the floor. 
 

MOODY’S DOWNGRADE 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, for affording me this opportunity. 
 We know that just before the crash of the 
American economy, and with it economies throughout 
the world a few years ago, there was a phrase that 
was going around characterised as irrational exuber-
ance. Certainly, I think we can all come to the con-
sensus that what we have been seeing with respect to 
this economy by the now-Government of Bermuda, 
the OBA Government, smacks of irrational exuber-
ance. But I would hope that after Moody’s has come 
up with its verdict with respect to its lack of confidence 
in the OBA Government’s ability to manage the debt, 
that that irrational exuberance will be tempered 
somewhat by a new sobriety, one that makes sure 
that the proper focus is truly placed on job creation, 
which has been their mantra over the last four or five 
or six months. 
 Certainly, in the country right now, we have 
been constantly subjected to almost a barrage of what 
we can term as unabashed boosterism by the Gov-

ernment’s supporters and friends, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, by persons within the local business 
community, like Mr. Viera of the Chamber, I believe, 
Deputy, and others, as if by way of wish fulfilment they 
can put out into our community more confidence in a 
Government that has not yet earned that confidence 
with respect to this economy. 
 I heard the Honourable Minister who spoke 
just now, Mr. Sylvan Richards, and others, talking 
about the poor record of the PLP. Lest we forget, 
Bermuda never experienced this type of economic 
growth, Madam Deputy Speaker, that it experienced 
under the Progressive Labour Party Government from 
1999, 2000, up until the onset of the recent globally 
induced recession in Bermuda. Bermuda’s economy 
doubled during that period. And with the way that 
wealth is distributed and income in this country, need I 
say more? 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the news from the 
ratings agency, Moody’s, was certainly unwelcome. 
None of us on this side want to see this Government 
fail in its duty to providing jobs for and opportunity for 
Bermudians. The country is desperately crying out for 
that. And what they need to do is stop pointing fingers. 
Certainly, we did make mistakes. But we do know that 
the global recession has had an indelible impact upon 
Bermuda and its economic fortunes over the last few 
years. 
 We need to work together to ensure that this 
issue, which is serious, is tackled effectively. I heard 
the Honourable Minister, Mr. Richards, accurately de-
scribe the conditions that are out there in our commu-
nity: Grown men crying about the lack of economic 
opportunity and jobs for themselves; the stresses in 
our households, which are leading to a lot of maladap-
tive behaviours that many of our Members have spo-
ken of over the last few years. We are in a serious 
crisis in this country! And no one can ascribe me of 
indulging in rhetorical excess by describing it as such. 
So let us all sober up here, on both sides, and begin 
to get the job done. 
 

ROYAL GAZETTE—RACIST PRACTICES  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am just going to segue 
here very quickly to another issue. You know I have 
my issue with the Royal Gazette. Oh, lord, lord, lord. 
My granny would say, Rolfy. Oh, God, Rolfy. Ah. As I 
said a few weeks ago, I made mention of the issue 
with the Royal Gazette, Madam Deputy Speaker. You 
know, every time one falsely thinks that things are 
going to get better with that newspaper, in my view, it 
always gets worse. You remain, as my honourable 
learned colleague has just opined, sadly, sadly disap-
pointed. 
 I talked a few weeks ago in the Motion to Ad-
journ about the fact that the Royal Gazette, which has 
the same provenance of newspapers in the Carolinas 
and in Virginia, places that were similarly colonised by 
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the English in the 1600s and 1700s—these papers go 
back over 100 years, 150, some places even 200 
years. But what I tried to convey was, what was 
brought to the attention by my father was that most of 
these papers, which played a key role in the mainte-
nance of racial hierarchy and the oppression of black 
populations in their midst, over the preceding 200 
years or so, have apologised in a post-Civil Rights 
movement in America, for the role they played in, as I 
just stated, the oppression of black Americans, the 
sister papers to the Royal Gazette.  
 And as I know, and as I said then, the Royal 
Gazette has never apologised for the role it played. I 
will just give you an example about, we are talking 
about the maintenance of racial hierarchy. My good 
friend, Mr. Scott Stallard, of Olympic Club, many of 
you, I hope, have purchased his books, his wonderful 
photography which he puts into books, which have 
been a big hit with respect to the tourists who come 
here and, of course, locals.  

The book that he published, I think it was 
about two or three years ago, on the back of it he had 
a photo of an employment . . . what is the term when 
you advertise for someone to work at your place? 
“Help wanted.” Okay? Right, a help [wanted] ad. And 
in this ad . . . you would have thought that you were in 
Birmingham or down in Mississippi. It said, “Whites 
only.” And I think it was a job in Bermuda at that time, 
a job for a salesperson at one of our department 
stores. 
 Scott tells me, just by way of aside, that an 
elderly white woman called him and said, Scott, I have 
always loved your photography. But why have that in 
there, Scott? Why cause trouble? In other words, the 
reality of our shared history cannot be conveyed only 
one sided, because if the full picture of our history is 
conveyed it makes some upset. And so others must 
do without. They must be deprived of having 
knowledge of their history. 
 Well, anyway, I am digressing a little too much 
now, but I want to say this: For the last 50 editions of 
this newspaper we have had a new feature or so (and 
it has probably been going on longer than that) in the 
opinion page, where they put quotes from great think-
ers. Well, I have been monitoring this for the last two 
or three months. Not one quote has ever been in here 
from a black thinker. In other words, are there no 
great black thinkers that can be featured here? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am. I mean, what is going 
on here with Jeremy Deacon and his English cadre 
who dominate the leadership of that paper now? Who 
could be in a country that has at least 60 [per cent] to 
70 per cent of its population as being of black Bermu-
dians of African ancestry, but who somehow feel that 
that, in and of itself, was not reason enough to at 
least, well, maybe give us one per week? You could 

have the other seven. But I am saying, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker, for three months I have not seen one 
black quoted, one black quoted. No great black think-
er has been featured. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: As an Honourable Member 
opines, the question is, What is the subliminal mes-
sage that is being conveyed here? Like I said, every 
time we think that things will be getting better with the 
Royal Gazette, they invariably get worse. And I would 
hope that someone from the Royal Gazette is listening 
now, because this needs to be addressed. Every 
week, you would have someone like Al Seymour, Sr., 
writing underneath here, providing his columns. Has 
he not noticed this? Have Members from either side 
not noticed this? Or in Bermuda, is this considered the 
norm? That this is considered something that should 
be, that to question it is wrong. 
 Will I now be pilloried by the various bloggers 
for bringing this up and actually called a racist for 
pointing out the racist practices of the Royal Gazette? 
Inquiring minds want to know. 
 Anyway, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will leave 
my feet now, having talked about those two issues. 
And like I said, I hope that we will see change with 
respect to the Royal Gazette. I just finally add this: We 
do know that the Royal Gazette has a black member 
on its board, a Mr. Christopher Swan. I was good 
friends with Mr. Julian Hall going back over years. I 
think he is somewhere in the vicinity here. I believe I 
remember once seeing him when I would come to the 
House. He would sit either here or here back in that 
period. And Christopher Swan was more like a young 
protégé, someone who tried to gain knowledge from 
him on the legal front. He sort of inspired and encour-
aged Christopher Swan to pursue law. 

Mr. Christopher Swan is on the board. As far 
as I know, he has not spoken to the issue that I 
brought up last time about the vicious hate speech 
which has become such a feature of the Royal Ga-
zette blogs, and particularly about that piece that mi-
grated from the blogs to page 4 on the Royal Gazette, 
the one that, amongst other things, said that perhaps 
blacks should be happy that they were brought to the 
white continent, if you can remember. You remember 
that one. 
 But I wonder if Mr. Christopher Swan can 
begin to even address this issue. I just hope word gets 
to him, as a black Bermudian of a fine, upstanding 
black Bermudian family—his father is Dr. Beresford 
Swan—that he will stand up and have the courage to 
help change policies and direction editorially in the 
Royal Gazette in a way that will enhance and be for 
the betterment of all Bermuda and all Bermudians. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

 House of Assembly 



1142 17 May 2013 Official Hansard Report 
 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton East, constituency 5, the 
Shadow Minister of Public Works. 
 MP Derrick Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, the issue with the current Attor-
ney General, it started over a question that in this 
House that any civil servant should, if they could an-
swer, Was the job advertised? A job that is a civil ser-
vice post that has been acknowledged, and anyone 
can call any Ministry to ask, Has that job been adver-
tised? And they should be able to answer. 
 But what has happened here, they tried to 
make out others as the villain, when the villain was the 
AG. And I say that respectfully. I am not trying to dis-
respect him. I want to give you the facts. Mr. Speaker, 
the question was asked in this House, Was it adver-
tised? 
 Mr. Speaker, we have a Ministerial Code of 
Conduct. And in that Ministerial Code of Conduct, a 
Minister can hire two consultants/advisors (both of 
them basically have the same definition) upon the ap-
proval of the Honourable Premier. Mr. Speaker, no 
Minister is supposed to get involved in the hiring of 
any other position. 

Mr. Speaker, if you look at the Public Service 
Commission [Regulations 2001], if you had me read, if 
I may, just an excerpt from it, in [Regulation] 10, it 
says, “The Commission shall cause all vacancies to 
be advertised in accordance with Regulation 11 but 
need not do so if it is of the opinion that there is a 
good and sufficient reason in the particular case . . .” 
That was not brought to this House it was good rea-
son to hire.  
 And, Mr. Speaker, when I say that Ministers 
are not supposed to be involved in the hiring, if you 
look at the Official Hansard Report of March 11 2013, 
and I quote from [page 624], if I may, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The AG says, “. . . sorry, 
a needs assessment that was done when I came in, 
reviewed, discussed, went through the right channels. 
It was not advertised because I certainly knew who we 
wanted to get into that position . . .” He was involved. 
He was involved. This is his statement; I am not mak-
ing that up, Mr. Speaker. 
 And when there is discussion and action been 
taken against the civil servant for answering a simple 
question that was not secretive, not protected by any 
code or law or no national security interest, they want 

to discipline this worker. It is wrong! The question was 
asked, a very simple question, and that civil servant 
answered. That was appropriate. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, you know, it is ironic that 
when we were in Government, there was almost on a 
weekly basis leaks in information to this House and to 
Members of the Opposition. Did not bother me. You 
want to leak it, leak it. I cannot control that. You do not 
worry about things you cannot control. But, Mr. 
Speaker, it was that same Attorney General, the pre-
sent Attorney General, that encouraged leaks and 
information. And hence, the whistleblower protection. 
If—if that was considered a leak, then that worker 
should have whistleblower protection. Why was her 
name in the papers? Why was she disciplined? 
 
An Hon. Member: Breaking the law. 
  
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Breaking the law? The 
same laws they want protection for when they were in 
Opposition now— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes. Honourable Member Dunkley, 
yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
is imputing improper motives to a Member of this 
House when he said just a few minutes ago that the 
same Attorney General when he was a Member of the 
Opposition tried to get people to leak information. 
Without any evidence to prove that, I think it should be 
retracted. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He should retract that 
statement. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry 
that Honourable Member did not hear me. I said he 
encouraged. He encouraged. And the Opposition at 
that time encouraged leaks and information to Mem-
bers. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I repeat my 
point of order. He is imputing improper motives. With-
out information to prove his allegations, he should 
withdraw those comments. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you very 
much. 
 Honourable Member, I think that—Burgess, 
take your seat. Yes. 
 I think, though, that you need to have the in-
formation that he encouraged, which does make 
sense. Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, with all 
due respect—with all due respect, we all were here. It 
is nothing that was secret. It was on this floor of that 
House. It was not once, it was not twice; it was nu-
merous times. So it is not something that I am bring-
ing up as a fiction. It is something that actually hap-
pened in this Parliament. 
An Hon. Member: Okay. Prove it. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And that is why they say 
the whistleblower legislation. That is why. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, again, that is no reason—
that is no reason for that worker to be disciplined, be-
cause no breach occurred. There was no sensitive 
information that was divulged to anyone. And the 
question was a question anyone should be able to— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: If no breach occurred then 
why was a civil servant disciplined? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Yes . . . let us . . . carry on, Minister, 
Mr. Burgess. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  
 On the Heritage Wharf, I want to talk about 
that a little bit, Mr. Speaker, because in the Gazette . . 
. and the Opposition said that the Heritage Wharf was 
unfit, it was full of deficiencies and was unsafe. If that 
was so, why would you tie up the Breakaway—the 
largest ship that has ever entered these waters, which 
came through that channel—to an unsafe dock. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
understand that. I really do not understand.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It has not been fixed. 
 Mr. Speaker, we heard on television (at least I 
did on, I think it was Wednesday) the Honourable 
Member, Trevor Moniz, state that it is complete. So to 
those who do not know (I knew it was not complete) 
they would think it is all complete. Mr. Speaker, noth-
ing is complete. The contract was for four dolphins, 
two berthing dolphins, two mooring dolphins. One dol-
phin— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is misleading the House. I cannot 
say what he saw or did not see on the news, but I was 
at that press conference that the Honourable Minister 
gave, and he clearly stated that there was more work 
to be done on the wharf. He clearly made that— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, may I read 
from the Royal Gazette?  
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: MP Burgess— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: You can read from the 1Royal Gazette 
and then people would judge which one is correct. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: When you read put your hand on 
your heart! 
 
An Hon. Member: Read from a fairy tale! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, carry on, Mr. Burgess. 
 

1 Royal Gazette, 16 May 2013 
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Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: If I could read these few 
lines, it says, “Public works Minister”—my good friend 
Trevor Moniz— 
 
An Hon. Member: It does not say that— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It does not say that part, 
but— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.:—“yesterday applauded 
construction crews and engineers, for completing up-
grade work.” 
 
An Hon. Member: Upgrade work! 
 
An Hon. Member: It’s the Royal Gazette! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, “complet-
ed”! That is what it said.  

Mr. Speaker, there is only one dolphin— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: There is only one dol-
phin that has been poured. Right? But you cannot use 
it yet. I am told from experts that you need to let that 
dolphin cure for 28 days, but you can use the quick 
strengthening additives and it would decrease that 
time, but experts (and this is a difference of opinion) 
say regardless of that you should let it cure for 28 
days. We have got three other dolphins to do. What 
we want to know is when will the Heritage upgrades 
be complete?  
 The other thing that I would like to know, be-
cause this Government stated that the work should be 
finished by May 15th . . . Let me say this here, and I 
am not complaining or trying to crucify the Minister 
because the work is not finished, because I know, with 
my little experience in construction, that that was an 
ambitious schedule to try to get that ready when they 
started, based on the time they started. [They] could 
not do it. But when you hear the utterances of the Min-
ister you say, Well, May 15th—normally in contracts 
such as that, where it is time sensitive, there are pen-
alties to be paid if you are not finished on time. So, 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to know what are the penal-
ties, if such occurred, because that—I guess it will 
have to go to [Office of Project Management &] Pro-
curement if it comes under my good friend, the Hon-
ourable E. T. [Richards]. They need to look that up 
because May 15th is gone and it looks like quite a bit 
of days [before] that upgrade is going to be complete. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Another good friend, 
Crockwell. In fact, in just about every news release 

that came out they blamed the weather. Well, you 
know— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: [They blamed] the 
weather for delays. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, winter is 
winter in Bermuda. When you do a contract, when you 
put in for a tendering process, you allow for bad 
weather. In fact, this winter has been pretty mild. We 
have not had any hurricanes—it is not hurricane sea-
son. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But, we have not had 
any hurricane-type winds that could hold us up that 
much.  
 
An Hon. Member: No tornadoes! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Right, no tornadoes—
we do get them—I hope we do not get them. 
 But they used them as a reason for being late. 
Then I know the Minister must have made a mistake. 
But our good friends on Par-La-Ville—just another 
little part, an excerpt from the paper—and he says 
that the Minister goes on to explain “. . . the construc-
tion of mooring dolphins had been hit by delays, but 
that these were not critical . . .” The mooring dolphins 
are what the ship ties up to! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: They are critical! They 
are very, very critical Mr. Speaker. So I am con-
fused— 
 
An Hon. Member: Now you are talking. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I understand, I am con-
fused because it seems like the Minister is confused. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And I can see now why 
the Minister has not answered any questions that we 
have put forward to him. 
 
An Hon. Member: The ship came. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The ship did come, 
thank God for that. 
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An Hon. Member: The tourists were happy. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The tourists were hap-
py, and I hope they remain happy. Transport worked, 
and we got some artisans from Sylvan Richards.  
 
An Hon. Member: MP. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: MP. So sorry, cousin, 
yes, I am very sorry, cousin. You are one of my 
friends. 
 Now, you know, I am too old . . . okay, some 
workers are off now, Bermudian workers, and I guess 
some of the work permit holders. The question is 
whilst the Bermudian workers are off (I guess they are 
not getting paid) are those contract workers getting 
paid—the ones that came on work permits—because 
they do have a contract, but they are off. I do not 
know, Mr. Speaker. Then, it has been said here today, 
the ship is still running, for obvious reasons. What is 
the cost of the gas for those ships? 

I am also told (and I know my good friend, 
Crockwell, will correct me if I got it wrong) that once a 
ship of that size [turns its] engines on, then you have 
to have a Bermudian pilot on board as long as the 
engines are on. I am told that it is . . . one report I got 
was one on board; one report said no one is on board. 
I am taking this as no pilot on board because a pilot’s 
flag is not flying. Once you have a Bermudian pilot on 
board, there should be a flag flying. So I guess he is 
not on board. It looks like some contravention there. It 
is, you know, . . . and so we want to know what it the 
cost. 
 Now, let us talk about the supplies this galva-
nized, this ungalvanized . . . what is known in a lot of 
circumstances as “black rod.” It is not supposed to be 
used in Bermuda. In fact the code says “shall use gal-
vanized” in Bermuda. Construction experts advised 
Government not to use the black rod. But, Mr. Speak-
er, do you know why it was used? Because when they 
went to the shop to order it, the shop told them it was 
eight weeks’ delivery time—and that would have really 
put them back even further. So they ordered the black 
rod for expediency purposes. Never to be used in 
Bermuda, but I tell you if they saw Mr. Smith down in 
Hamilton Parish building a house and it had some 
black rod, they would stop him!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is the other part, 
Mr. Speaker. You know, it is amazing how I have not 
heard anything from Planning, nothing from that envi-
ronmental group— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It is confusing to use 
black rod (as we call it), or ungalvanized rod, in build-
ings in Bermuda despite what experts overseas say. 
Either we take the advice of the experts in Bermuda . . 
. in fact, I am even told that the construction associa-
tions wrote to those responsible and advised them not 
to use it, but we never heard about that. They were 
late ordering supplies, so we have got some problems 
here, Mr. Speaker.  
 The other one was about the crane. The 
crane got damaged because I guess the wake of the 
water and whatever, Mr. Speaker. Were they serious 
about finishing this thing on time? Do you know what 
they have done, Mr. Speaker? It is common 
knowledge. They ordered parts from overseas which 
take time to get here, as we all know—that is not new 
to any of us here. There was a crane available in 
Bermuda that they could have rented, if we were talk-
ing about getting it done on time. 
 
An Hon. Member: Who owns it? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am not quite sure. But 
it is a Bermudian-owned firm that has a crane larger 
than the one they are using up there, amongst other 
equipment that could have been used here. Why not 
use that crane? [Why not use] what we have availa-
ble? We are trying to keep the money in Bermuda. 
Foreign exchange just keeps going, leaving the coun-
try, because they refuse to use any equipment that we 
have in this country. We have welding equipment in 
this country that could have done the work up there. 
They even brought that in from overseas. You had to 
rent that. You brought barges in. You brought easy 
lifts in, or high lifts (whatever they call them). We have 
all of that equipment in Bermuda. So all of that foreign 
exchange . . . I know E. T. is vexed about that one. It 
left Bermuda because we had to take that money out. 
 What we were trying to get was a breakdown 
of this work because the contract price for this work is 
$22.3 million, and we have had a few estimates on 
what the dolphins would cost. The prices we got back 
(we said it before), under $7 million. What will they do 
with the other $15 [million]? Now I do know King’s 
Wharf needs a lot of work, but they have not said that 
in this contract, and we have not seen the contract, so 
we do not know where all this money is going, Mr. 
Speaker. We are very much concerned about that.  
 
The Speaker: You have 32 seconds, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thirty-two seconds? Oh, 
my good, good Lord, Mr. Speaker.  
 The other side has been so kind to me today, 
so I think I should stop here and thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
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 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 The Chair now recognises— 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: —the Honourable Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I just basically thought I would take this oppor-
tunity to add a few concerns of my own, and a few 
observations. I actually have enjoyed today’s discus-
sions. It is a matter sometimes of trying to figure out 
where the truth begins and where the truth ends, but I 
think that it is to be taken for sure that the community 
of the Island—most of them—were not born yester-
day. And those that were born yesterday could care 
less. But for most people I think they just want to get 
down to the truth of things. That is our responsibility in 
the House of Assembly. 
 

SENIOR ABUSE 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Just a few odd 
statements that I would like to make and one of them 
is a big concern, while the Government and I think 
Members of the House generally are really concerned 
about our seniors (and we touched on a few topics 
concerning our seniors and of course our health) one 
of the things I would like to bring to the forefront is the 
fact that there are individuals in our community who 
are indeed taking advantage of seniors. That is not 
something that a Government can prevent. But what I 
would like to say by way of abuse, there are children 
in Bermuda who have been cared for, who have had 
their clothing put on their backs and their food put on 
their table all of their lives who have, as their parents 
got older, decided to start to take advantage of them.  

What I mean by that is they have kind of 
shovelled their parents over and said, You write your 
name over on your house and your premises and we 
will take care of you. We will make sure that you are 
taken care of for the rest of your life. We have seen 
stories recently in the newspaper of how, indeed, that 
is not necessarily the case. But I would like today to 
recognise that, indeed, there are selfish, inconsiderate 
children out there and that all adults, if given the op-
portunity before they sign over their property and their 
premises and their belongings to their beloved chil-
dren, that they might go to seek advice first and fore-
most before going to a lawyer and signing over their 
premises and then finding out that they are being mis-
treated or not living in a state or condition that they 
should be. So I would recommend that seniors again 
seek help, go to Age Concern before, and not after.  
 

MOODY’S DOWNGRADE  
 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: On another very 
quick note, Mr. Speaker, we have heard a little about 
the Moody’s ratings.  I am not a financier and I will not 
begin to pretend that I am, but one of the things that it 
will take Bermuda moving forward is that we all work 
together. While I believe that that is the mindset be-
hind individuals sitting in this room, we have got to 
recognise that the ratings also mentioned, as they 
downgraded us with moderate . . . they are expecting 
moderate growth returning by next year. We have to 
recognise that that debt which was incurred, what that 
rating was part of was debt not incurred under the 
One Bermuda Alliance. I just needed to say that and 
say that as we move forward we must work together 
so that we do see the moderate growth returning to 
the Island so all of Bermuda can once again partici-
pate in a healthy Island going forward. 
 I also would like to—while the Member has 
now left his seat and I am sure he probably may come 
back—the Member that spoke earlier pertaining to 
Ministers should not be involved in the hiring of any 
position. I totally agree with that statement. But I have 
got to tell you, I was surprised that that individual 
made that statement. I was surprised. 
 
An Hon. Member: Why? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I was surprised 
because it was that Member who was a Minister at the 
time when he hired board members of a Govern-
ment—  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: —quasi (thank 
you) —who appointed them as consultants which was 
paid by Bermudians— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, quite obvi-
ously that speaker is into gossip and innuendo be-
cause I did not hire anybody. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I do not have . . . the 
board hires at that . . . she is talking about BLDC. The 
board hired them. Not me. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
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Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you very 
much. I believe I did sit in the Public Accounts [Com-
mittee] debate when they actually sat down and had 
the interviews with the individuals that were involved, 
and unfortunately (and fortunately for the Member 
who just took his seat), the Minister does sit on the 
BLDC Board and that is part of BLDC’s— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That does not— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: She . . . the board . . . 
obviously, she needs to read the law, the legislation. 
The Minister does not sit on the board.  
 
The Speaker: Yes, the Minister does not sit on the 
board.  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: They are re-
sponsible to— 
 
The Speaker: The Minister does not sit on the board.  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: You are abso-
lutely correct.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: They are re-
sponsible to . . . and I do believe it was . . . regard-
less— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: —regardless of 
the fact, the individual that took his seat—sorry, Mr. 
Speaker, the Honourable Member—was cognisant of 
the fact and I am in total agreement with him. Howev-
er, I did not lose sight that a board hired board mem-
bers as a consultancy which was paid for by the peo-
ple’s money and that money would have been— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Let me say this. The board at BLDC under 
the by-laws of that company, they have a right to do 
that. They can do that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. But that is not that Honour-
able Member who just took his seat. 

 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: That is correct. 
But it is something that, again . . . and, as I said and 
started to say, it is unacceptable. And I am in total 
agreement. So this party, the One Bermuda Alliance, 
this Government, will not— 
 
An Hon. Member: Not anymore! 
 
An Hon. Member: Will not do it again! 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: —will not break 
the law that has already been established. We will not 
be responsible for doing something that we should not 
be— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. What is the Honourable Member insinuat-
ing? That law was put in in 1995 under the UBP/OBA 
Government.  
[Inaudible Interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you very 
much. 
  

ROYAL GAZETTE—RACIST PRACTICES  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Moving to anoth-
er topic—and I do take that into consideration, but that 
was the only point I wanted to make was the fact that I 
was in total agreement with that Member—the fact 
that we also heard, and I am again in agreement with 
the Royal Gazette. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: And I am not 
responsible and neither is anyone here responsible for 
how me move forward mentally on our racism issue. 
There are racists in Bermuda. All kinds of racists—
racists pertaining to colour, racists pertaining to creed, 
religion, you name it, and we do have to discuss it. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
An Hon. Member: You cannot do it unless you are in 
your seat. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Next time, Member, you must 
be in your seat.  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Sorry, I got so excited. 
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The Speaker: All right, so you can come on now. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: My apologies.  
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. There are not all types of racists. Racism is 
defined—we know what racism is—so there are not all 
forms of racism. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Carry on. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you. Very 
much.  

Prejudices that are unacceptable—we are all 
equals. One of the things—and the reason why I am 
mentioning this was just a couple of weeks ago there 
was an ad in the newspaper. And this was a couple of 
weeks ago, not something that ran years ago. And the 
ad said something like they were looking for someone 
to do a specific job which they would prefer someone 
to be of African heritage.  

Now, when I looked at the ad I thought, Real-
ly? Do I take offence? The reality of it was, it just 
raised my attention span, but I took it to [mean] that 
they were looking specifically for someone who had a 
specific talent who had a specific understanding. So, 
with that being said, I think that we are just beginning . 
. . and I do believe that the Government before us, the 
PLP, made a step forward to start to address the bi-
ases that we have on the Island. 

With the Government of today and the Mem-
bers who are sitting in the House in the Opposition, I 
believe that we must not drop the ball. I look forward 
to continuing the conversations because while the 
Member that spoke earlier raised a very important 
point that I believe probably got lost by many of us—it 
was an observation that he made, but I am not quite 
certain that many of us caught it. So if it was not for 
him bringing it to our attention it is something that 
would have probably continued. And the reason why I 
wanted to mention this ad was based on the same 
thing. There are individuals on the Island that would 
have seen that ad and it would not have meant any-
thing to them, but it raised my attention. It was specif-
ic. 

So whether it might be offensive to one group 
or the other it is a topic that we as Bermudians, we as 
everyone that resides on the Island, must not let the 
ball drop. We must continue to fight to bring Bermuda 
closer and Bermudians closer to each other as we 
discuss all forms of racism and that is going to be 
hopefully our way forward and into our future. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Opposition Leader from Warwick South Central, con-
stituency 26. 
 Honourable Marc Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good afternoon to you, Mr. 
Speaker— 
  
The Speaker: Thank you. Good afternoon. 
 

MRS. LOUISE JACKSON—HOSPITALS BOARD 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And good afternoon to the 
honourable colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, what a tangled web we weave. I 
appreciate the attempt by the last speaker, the Hon-
ourable Deputy Speaker of the House, to try and cre-
ate a Kumbaya moment. But Mr. Speaker, as you no-
ticed already we are not here for Kumbaya. We are 
actually here to hold the Government to account in the 
light of public scrutiny and receive the sunshine (or 
light) of public scrutiny. It seems like for the first 
time—for the first time since they have been Govern-
ment—this scrutiny has put so much pressure on 
them that, oh! It has been scattered in derision! They 
have no idea; they have no response to the facts that 
my colleagues have presented in this Honourable 
Chamber today.  
 In fact, earlier in this Motion to Adjourn, we 
had our Honourable Minister of Health get up and in 
her attempt to spin on health issues reveal that a for-
mer Member of Parliament—and I call her mother 
Louise Jackson (to give her the highest level of re-
spect), but a former MP and Shadow Minister of 
Health and Seniors is now a consultant for the One 
Bermuda Alliance Government. Now, we were won-
dering why was there so much silence since Decem-
ber 17th from one of the greatest advocates of senior 
affairs and senior issues in this country. She has been 
silent since December 17th. Now we understand why 
there is silence. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Can anyone say “Friends and 
Family Plan”? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Earlier we talked about the 
matter of the Attorney General. It has been claimed by 
us on our side that the One Bermuda Alliance Gov-
ernment, through the Learned Member, the Attorney 
General, instituted a witch hunt to intimidate the civil 
servants. The Learned Member got up and he vocif-
erously denied that he had any involvement to do with 
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this witch hunt. But, Mr. Speaker, the last time I 
checked, when this issue became an issue, there 
were only four people in this country that knew it to be 
an issue. One was my Shadow Minister, the Honour-
able Member Kim Wilson, the other was the Attorney 
General, Learned Member Mark Pettingill. The other 
two were the Cabinet Secretary and the Permanent 
Secretary.  

When that story first broke, you had a source 
who named the civil servant but then at the end of the 
article, the Cabinet Secretary said these matters are 
private and confidential which is the normal line given 
by the Cabinet Secretary on internal disciplinary is-
sues. So if the Cabinet Secretary, who is the boss of 
the Permanent Secretary, said it is private and confi-
dential, and the only two people who knew about it 
outside of those two were my Shadow and the 
Learned Member the Attorney General . . . my Shad-
ow will not leak a name to the press. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: She did not! So if we have . . . 
that eliminates three people. So who else could have 
leaked that civil servant’s name to the press? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I would have imagined that 
most of Chambers up there knew what was going on 
there was such a kerfuffle. The idea that there were 
only four people who knew is a nonsense. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I think the facts 
have . . . and even with today’s Royal Gazette report 
that the Permanent Secretary was directed by the AG 
to launch an investigation. Now remember, Mr. 
Speaker, the Permanent Secretary of the AG’s 
Chamber is a lawyer also. They are very precise in 
their wording. She is not going to say “the Minister 
directed me” if the Minister did not direct her! She was 
directed. You know what we call that, Mr. Speaker? I 
am sure you know what it is called. It is called “minis-
terial interference.”  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Now, the hiring has been 
proven to be ministerial interference, and now the in-
timidation, the leaking of civil servants’ names in the 
press—which is unprecedented—is clearly ministerial 
interference. I still have not heard from that side a 

point of order on that claim. Why? Because it is the 
truth; you cannot deny it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Even the Royal Gazette re-
vealed it, Mr. Speaker. And I will talk to you on the 
Royal Gazette a little later. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I want to move 
on to Heritage Wharf. I will move on to Heritage 
Wharf.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: For three months, after my 
Shadow Minister of Public Works and Deputy Leader, 
MP Derrick Burgess, asked some questions regarding 
the progress of Heritage Wharf, he was totally ignored 
by the Royal Gazette. One Bermuda Alliance totally 
ignored his question marks, and it was just scare 
mongering. And Oh, the PLP, they don’t know what 
they are about. Listen, sit back and let us clean up 
your mess. That is the narrative that has been going 
on up on Dockyard. 

But then, just yesterday, lo and behold we re-
ceive an e-mail from a Mr. Garrett Finnegan, who, Mr. 
Speaker, you know is not our friend in the Progressive 
Labour Party.  But he sent an e-mail and if I may refer 
to the e-mail real quick, it says: “Good afternoon gen-
tlemen, I am looking into a story about the completed 
‘Heritage Wharf upgrade work’ and would appreciate 
a comment from the Opposition. As you are aware, 
Government vowed to get this work done before the 
arrival of the Breakaway yesterday and has been giv-
ing the public weekly progress reports. After the wel-
coming ceremony, Public Works Minister, Trevor Mon-
iz, implied that the job had been completed on time 
(please see story on page two of today’s paper) and 
thanked all the engineers and crews for doing a bril-
liant job. However, we are now—after the ship has 
docked, not in the last three months but now—we are 
receiving reports while the new moorings might be 
complete in crux, they are not yet ready to be used 
because the concrete on at least one of the moorings 
has not cured yet. Apparently it takes 28 days. It was 
only poured this Monday! Now I am sure I have heard 
that said before by a deputy leader. As a result, the 
original 2009 moorings are being used by the Break-
away—2009 moorings—not the new ones. Something 
that, if true, Government has failed to mention. 
 “Furthermore,” Mr. Finnegan says, “we under-
stand that a Bermuda pilot is having to remain on the 
Breakaway 24/7 just in case she should slip from her 
moorings unexpectedly. As a further precaution, we 
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understand that the Breakaway is having to keep its 
engines running continuously, again, just in case she 
breaks free from her moorings. This is costing the 
cruise line a great deal of money and I believe that 
Government may be compensating that company in 
some way perhaps through not charging wharfage 
fees.” Hmmm. 

“I am trying to get answers from the Ministry 
and Minister on these allegations but so far have had 
no luck. I have been told by the Ministry that the Per-
manent Secretary is away. Is the PLP aware of these 
issues and would we like to comment?”  

Mr. Speaker, first and foremost, we were not 
aware of those issues. Those detailed issues about 
the moorings not being complete and the pilot being 
on board and wharfage fees probably being set aside 
to accommodate it until the Royal Gazette has now 
brought, belatedly, these questions to us.  
 Now the first question is, What has the Royal 
Gazette been doing for the last three months? Now all 
of a sudden— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Right.  

So if we did not know about that information, 
then who leaked the information to the Royal Ga-
zette?  

 
KITCHENER CLOSE—WATER TURNED OFF 

  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Now, Mr. Speaker, you would 
know that Kitchener Close in Dockyard and Boaz Is-
land, the residents have been without water for at 
least a month. I went up there to see the people my-
self and they said that they are banding together and 
putting $50 and $100 together so our elders up there 
and the youth may have water to bathe themselves. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So, Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
the esteemed chairman of WEDCO, none other than, 
Mr. Charlton, comes on—the former OBA candidate—
the “word on the street” chairman—goes on the Sherri 
J Show and people asked, Mr. Charlton, you are the 
head of WEDCO, why had you cut the people’s water 
off?  

Now, Mr. Charlton, in pre-election, he was re-
ally out there trying to fill the people up in [constituen-
cy] 36, making plenty of promises, blaming the Minis-
try and the Government on everything, usually based 
on word on the street. Well, Mr. Charlton, we are in 
here hearing allegations that it was his fault that he 
cut off the water. He said on the radio that it is the 
Minister’s fault. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 

[General uproar] 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The gentleman is not under-
standing properly. That matter is not a WEDCO mat-
ter. The money owed for the water is owed to the Min-
istry of Public Works, so he is not saying it is my fault; 
he is saying it has nothing to do with WEDCO or his 
position as Chairman of WEDCO. He is the OBA can-
didate for that constituency and is involved from that 
position and they have had meetings with me up there 
to resolve the situation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, again, where is 
the social conscience of the One Bermuda Alliance 
Government? You mean to tell me that the Minister of 
Public Works is going to get up to us now and explain 
that the water is turned off for taxpayers and residents 
of this country because of arrears? You mean to tell 
me that something could not be worked out so that 
you do not have to deprive people of the most funda-
mental element they need to live—water? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: A basic necessity over an 
arrear? Where is the social conscience? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections, laugher, and general uproar] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member, 
the Opposition Leader, must be misleading the public. 
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I cannot believe that the Minister of Works would be 
so callous to the people of this county! 
 
[Desk thumping and laughter] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Another point of order? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Under the rules, the Member 
is not allowed . . . the Member does not know what he 
is speaking about, clearly; but he is characterising me 
as callous without understanding the situation. If the 
Members allow, I can quite happily explain to them the 
situation. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
The Speaker: Well, quickly, Honourable Member, 
quickly. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The arrears built up to 
$70,000 to $80,000 under that Government. The ar-
rears were not paid. There is a condominium devel-
opment where there are water meters. The water me-
ters are turned off. Ten of the members (approximate-
ly) are paying their dues; the other 18 are not. They 
are called “free riders.” So I said, If you turn the water 
meters on and get organised, I will turn your water 
back on. And that is what I am waiting for because 
those people are riding on the other people’s shoul-
ders, and it has to stop. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is something when one’s 
conscience is pricked, is it not, Mr. Speaker? They get 
up and it is just like empty vessels making the most 
noise.  
 I have also been told that the residents went 
to the Ministry, went to the Minister, to arrange a 
payment plan and that was rejected and the claim is 
that the Minister said, We want $40,000 up front right 
now if you want water. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, I at no point in time ever 
said that to them. I had a meeting with two of the 
members there— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, I said to them, You get 
the meters turned on and locks put on the meters so 
that everybody pays for their water, then you come 
back to me and we will discuss an arrangement. But 
we cannot have an arrangement while 10 people are 
paying and 18 people are not. It will not work. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Minister had the opportunity earlier today through a 
Ministerial Statement to address this issue. We do not 
need his explanations now in the Motion to Adjourn. 
Come with a Ministerial Statement— 
 
An Hon. Member: He does not want to confuse— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The question is, Mr. Speaker, 
on behalf of the residents of Kitchener Close, When is 
the water going to be turned back on? No, don’t let me 
ask, let me demand: Turn the water back on! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Turn the water back on. Show 
some humanity, Mr. Speaker. Some humanity, Mr. 
Speaker. At least I went up there to talk to them be-
cause I know you have some residents who are up 
there on dialysis. Can you imagine? Can you imagine 
the Honourable Minister turning the water off at Fairy-
lands? Oh, no, that will never happen.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: You don’t know me. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Hon. Marc. A. R. Bean: Let me move on. When it 
comes to the Heritage Wharf, we just have one ques-
tion. Does the ship docking yesterday, or Wednesday, 
have anything to do with the work that has been done 
or commenced since January or March? Anything?  

Is the Breakaway up there because of the 
work of the OBA Government? The answer is no! So 
what have we been witnessing in the media over the 
last three months? Nothing but collusion and spin, but 
eventually the truth catches up to you; does it not? 
Hmmm. It cannot hide and you cannot hide. 
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ROYAL GAZETTE—BIASED REPORTING 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, talking about the 
AG—I am sorry, not the AG, the RG, the Royal Ga-
zette. We have credible evidence that since Decem-
ber 17th the Royal Gazette’s strategy—the journalists 
have been told by their editors and the Board of Direc-
tors that nothing negative about the One Bermuda 
Alliance or Bermuda in general can be on the front 
page—let alone reported on. That is the reason why, 
Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is the reason why, Mr. 
Speaker, all our good work— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order. I know— 
 
An Hon. Member: The Royal Gazette? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: First let me declare, I do 
not have an interest in the Royal Gazette. Just be-
cause we have Parliamentary privilege in this area we 
cannot come up here and talk unsubstantiated hog-
wash! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Table the evidence! Again, 
I say, table—  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Deputy Premier says ta-
ble the evidence, but by the evidence of the actions of 
the AG, in the witch hunt of a civil servant, I dare not 
expose who our source is from within the Royal Ga-
zette. But it is credible because these journalists feel 
that their integrity and their professionalism has been 
questioned and compromised. During this Budget De-
bate, the Honourable Members on this side of the 
House raised pertinent questions and none of them 
reached the Royal Gazette. Not one! 
 Now, they also said that all things negative 
regarding the Progressive Labour Party have to be on 

the front page, and we are not even the Government! 
That is the strategy of the Royal Gazette. Nothing 
negative about the OBA. 
 There are some supporters of ours who say 
that this is akin to North Korea-style media reporting. 
 
[General uproar] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is censored. It is for that 
reason, for the public’s edification, if they have been 
wondering why they have not seen the Progressive 
Labour Party over the last few months in the Royal 
Gazette because we decided that we would not en-
gage the Royal Gazette if their content is based on 
being negative towards the Opposition and they are 
willing not to hold to account (as they did when we 
were Government) the current Government.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Now, we understand who 
owns and controls the Royal Gazette. In fact, we were 
told that if anything negative about the One Bermuda 
Alliance comes into their print they would lose adver-
tising dollars. We will squeeze them around the neck, 
they were told. Mr. Speaker, it is serious. It is very 
serious. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, look, this Hon-
ourable Member is coming in with an entirely fabricat-
ed thing. He is not quoting any source at all— 
 
The Speaker: All right, okay, thank you, thank you 
Minister. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, we have no-
ticed a trend. We see Tokio [Millenium] Re deciding to 
domicile in Switzerland. I noticed that at first there 
were no comments allowed on that. But then you will 
recall a few months ago when ACE decided to do the 
same thing. The PLP Government was blamed by 
all—especially those opposing us across the aisle—
that it was our fault that ACE decided to make a cor-
porate decision. Now, Tokio Re makes the same de-
cision and there is silence. Oh, it is just, you know, 
business as usual.  

But, I thought, Mr. Speaker, term limits was 
the panacea— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, to eliminate term limits 
was the way in which we were going to not only retain 
our business relationships but attract new relation-
ships. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, I am going to touch on 
that too.  
 You also had the Moody’s downgrade which 
was based on the current One Bermuda Alliance 
Government, their budget. And we are downgraded 
again—that is the PLP’s fault, I guess. But then— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You see the excitement going 
on on that side. It is not confidence; it is blind arro-
gance. Do you know why? Because you have busi-
ness people now being emboldened to get up and say 
the reason why business is up is because there is a 
change of Government. Now people are free to say 
what they like. But I know that if you are a wise and 
prudent businessman operating in an international 
jurisdiction, you never ever show your political bias. 
You never show your cards! You always hedge your 
bets because you never know who is going to be the 
next Government.  

You never know who you are going to have to 
come to for assistance to facilitate your business. So it 
is short-term thinking by these so-called “business 
people” who are going to get up and say, Yes, it’s 
night and day. And, Yes, we have done well in this—
talking about Apex Fund Services who set up in Ber-
muda in 2003 and have said everything positive about 
Bermuda as a jurisdiction inclusive to the fact that 
they established under the PLP Government, and 
then we see some quote there attributed to no one, 
maybe from the editor of the RG— 
 
The Speaker: You have 40 seconds left. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is all based on . . . 
 
An Hon. Member: Phantomism. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean:  “Phantomism,” that is the 
word. 
 Now, let me move on, real quick, Mr. Speaker. 
We decided on Wednesday that we will re-engage the 
Royal Gazette just to see how it goes. And now today 
I look at the headline and it says that Bean tells the 
churches to basically . . . well, what does it say? 
“[Bean:] Churches should stay out of the gambling 
discussion.” If you read the2 article, there is nothing 
there that says that I said that. Now I know the report-
er, Mr. Bell, did not write that. So obviously it had to 
come from the editor, Mr. Kent, or Mr. Deacon. The 
reason why that was done, Mr. Speaker, was to juxta-
pose or deflect from the wrath of the churches to-
wards the One Bermuda Alliance for bringing the Hu-
man Rights Amendment Act, the sexual orientation, to 
the House today. So now they are trying to turn the 

2 Royal Gazette, 17 May 2013 

attention of the churches to me, when I did not say 
anything of that nature. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Now, what is funny is that 
when the Premier got up earlier today and admitted to 
the Royal Gazette that the RG or the dock was not 
ready, and what not, all their cyber bloggers claim that 
it is a misleading headline. But this was a misleading 
headline. They decided to try and crucify me in the 
newspaper, Mr. Speaker. 

In the end this is all I will say, Mr. Speaker— 
 
An Hon. Member: Time. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: In the end all I can say Is that 
there is nothing like a good checkmate. There is noth-
ing like exposure. We will hold the One Bermuda Alli-
ance to account until such a time when they stumble 
on their own sword and lose the Government. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 30, Southampton East 
Central, Minister Leah Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In the Reply to the Budget the Honourable 
Member David Burt stated and I quote: “We will not 
throw our country under the bus because we disagree 
with the OBA; we will stand strong for Bermudians 
and for Bermuda’s businesses because in this Hon-
ourable House the welfare of the island must come 
above political grandstanding. We will applaud the 
OBA on successes that lead to a better life for our 
people, and we will give them constructive criticism 
when we see them off-track. That is the leadership 
that we will provide in this chamber as the Opposition 
when it comes to matters of finance and the economy. 
For when Bermuda succeeds, Mr Speaker— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is the Honourable Minister 
reading on the Motion to Adjourn?  
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: She is reading a quote. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Sorry. Sorry.  
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Leah K. Scott: It was from your Honourable 
Member, Mr. Bean. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Leah K. Scott: “For when Bermuda succeeds, 
Mr Speaker, it is not a victory for the PLP or the OBA, 
it is a victory for our people.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, we have been sitting in 
this House since 2:00, it is now 6:45. 
 
The Speaker: Time to go home. 
 

DECORUM IN HOUSE 
 
Hon. Leah K. Scott: No, no, no. What I want to say is 
that we have pledged to come together to do what we 
can do for this country. I sit here and I listen to every 
Member who gets up and they say what it is that they 
have to say. What we do in this House is attack and 
defend. And I understand the Westminster system, I 
get that and I believe that that may be the idea of 
holding us to account. 

But, Mr. Speaker I hope that one day we 
come into this House and we can work towards unity 
and collaboration, whereas we make accusations we 
also provide solutions; whereas we point the wrongs 
of each other we also find a way to come together to 
make this country a better country and that we work 
together to do what we are called to do.  

We are supposed to be leaders and we are in 
this House and we are to be examples to this country. 
And as we come together in unity we hope that what 
we do in this House will extend to the community, and 
that the division that currently exists will no longer ex-
ist because there is no division in the House. What 
you do at home is what you do in public. So I hope 
one day that we can be a united party in terms of all 
the things that we want to do and it is only in that way 
that we will be a One Bermuda. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 19, Pembroke West, 
Jeanne Atherden. 
 MP Atherden, you have the floor. 
 

ROYAL GAZETTE—BIASED REPORTING 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I sit here to-
night and I must admit it causes me to reflect on how 

things turned over. And when you are batting you 
think that the wicket is not good and when you are 
bowling you think it is really great, and right now I am 
mindful of the fact that the Opposition are just getting 
to realise the facts of life.  

I remember when we were the Opposition, we 
had people [asking] how come anything that we said 
does not get reported on the Royal Gazette and eve-
rything that the Government was saying was reported. 
Well, it has flipped over. So now you have to recog-
nise that it is all about making sure that what you say 
is something worth repeating. 

I also want to remind everyone that we have 
said for the longest time . . . we were just chastised a 
moment ago for not making Ministerial Statements. 
Well, we cannot make Ministerial Statements on eve-
rything, but the Opposition used to have the oppor-
tunity to raise Parliamentary Questions to ask and get 
information that they needed. But it seems to me that 
the new strategy is now to talk on the Motion on Ad-
journ and it just goes on and on.  

 
DECORUM IN HOUSE 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I must admit I am finding 
now that we seem to be doing two things; we seem to 
becoming very disrespectful to each other—and I do 
not understand why when Bermuda is at a situation 
where we are saying to our children be more respect-
ful and in here we call each— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I thought that 
it might be the opportunity to try and speak to you, but 
I do realise that other speakers believe that they 
should keep talking while people are talking. 

But I think that what I am trying to say is the 
fact that we want everybody to be respectful, how we 
even speak to each other and to make statements like 
“my good friend” and not call the person by the “Hon-
ourable Member,” is showing disrespect and I find that 
it happens often and I would like to think that we can 
change the way in which we operate. 

Also, I want to remind our Members that just 
because people relocate their domicile does not mean 
that they are actually leaving the country. The Hon-
ourable Member chose to make reference to Tokio Re 
but if he had read the information that was recorded in 
the Insider, they made it clear that they were going to 
Switzerland because they wanted to have access to 
Europe. But they were still staying here because the 
people that they had here and the part of the business 
that was here was actually doing very well and they 
were going to continue. 

 
EMPLOYMENT—JOB CREATION 
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Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I want to make three more 
points because I think it is important and my honoura-
ble colleague is back here, but some of these came 
up while she was away. First of all, I want to say one 
thing with respect to the job creation. Job creation is 
not like sausages. You do not just turn around and 
say just because you cook the dough that everything 
is going to come out very uniformly. We know that we 
have companies out there that have indicated to us 
and started to domicile here and are setting up their 
funds. We will see the trickle-down effect and as long 
as we deliver within the five years, does it matter that 
whether those 2,000 jobs are not coming out just like 
a sausage.  
 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SENIORS 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I want to also say it is very 
unfortunate that some of the Members on the other 
side of the House chose to make the closure of the 
Lamb Foggo clinic as something that was directly re-
lated to seniors. The Lamb Foggo clinic was not 
brought on for seniors. It was brought on to be able to 
have (in the eastern end of the Island) the access to 
medical care so that people would not have to travel 
all the way up to Hamilton. Unfortunately, the utilisa-
tion did not warrant the keeping up of that during the 
hours in the afternoon. It is still open in the evening. I 
want to make people understand if you were going to 
turn around and say that you want to control costs you 
must turn around and look at utilisation and if it is not 
working, you adjust it and you come up with some-
thing else. You do not just keep flogging something if 
it is not working. 

The other thing that I want to sort of recognise 
is the fact that the Minister of Health and Seniors has 
already said that she is committed to bringing the cost 
of health down and so there are lots of things that are 
being looked at with respect to utilisation, to look at 
standards of care, and the hospital and everyone else 
that is involved in the health industry is working with 
her to make sure that we deal with this. I think that it is 
very unfortunate that just because the National Health 
Plan did not carry forward that anyone should decide 
that that was because it was a good idea that should 
have kept going on.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: The Minister is utilising all 
of those types of strategies and we will be able to turn 
around and do something different. 
 And last, but not least, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to say that I do hope that as we go forward we 
will set a new tone in this House, that we will try and 
turn around and recognise that—hold the Opposition 
accountable, come up with good ideas, but let us not 
turn around and make this one of those things where 
when people out there look at the House they feel that 

we have not set a good example because that is ra-
ther unfortunate. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister of Public Safety, Minister Dunkley, you have 
the floor. 
 

DECORUM IN HOUSE 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It has been almost five hours of [debate on] 
the Motion to Adjourn and the Opposition Leader has 
packed up his bag and left after he said we got a beat 
down.  

For the record, for the people of Bermuda lis-
tening on the radio, there are four Members of the 
Opposition in the Chamber. They have spoken, they 
have packed their bags, and they have left. Is that 
doing the people’s business? You say your piece and 
you run off?  

Mr. Speaker, I have sat in this chair all after-
noon and listened to honourable colleagues on both 
sides of the House speak. And, quite frankly, a lot of 
what I heard I would say (and I will be polite here) that 
many people in the public would say, There they go 
again, just back and forth, back and forth. I know we 
have been out on break for a couple of months, but I 
think the people expect a higher level of debate than 
they have seen today. 
 I get very concerned about honourable col-
leagues. And all Members of this place are Honoura-
ble. But coming here and casting broad allegations 
without substantiation. To make the accusation that 
the Royal Gazette is in the pocket of the Government 
is so absurd that I had a good laugh.  
 Mr. Speaker and then the Honourable Minis-
ter, the Opposition Leader, said that they are not go-
ing to talk to the Royal Gazette anymore, they would 
not print their articles or anything like that, but at the 
end of his speech he said, Well we are going to re-
engage them now. I mean, are you trying to have your 
cake and your pudding at the same time? Come on, 
Mr. Speaker. It just does not work like that. You can-
not come up here and grandstand when this Island is 
in a serious, serious situation.  
 The One Bermuda Alliance is the Government 
and the Opposition need to get over it and understand 
that we won and we have a responsibility. All of a 
sudden in the Throne Speech and the Budget Debate 
that they read with such pomp and ceremony a couple 
of months ago—the Reply to the Throne Speech and 
the Reply to the Budget—all of a sudden they are 
working together, listen to our ideas, we will work with 
you, it has gone out the window. Poof! It has disap-
peared. And so you know what— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Exactly. My honourable 
colleague, the Minister of Health, says, You know, it 
was never, never really sincere. That is the problem 
we have. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition 
says, Soon come, we will fall on our sword. That is 
what they really want. You know, the people of Ber-
muda do not want anybody to fall on their sword. They 
want this Island to go into recovery.  

Frankly, I was shocked to see that we started 
off debating the cruise ship here. We have got an 
amazing ship that graced our shores on Wednesday 
afternoon. Pomp and ceremony, the world press from 
New York covering it here in Bermuda. We are creat-
ing a buzz in Bermuda again. People are starting to 
get business. Dockyard hopping, people starting to 
move around the Island, into St. George’s. And all the 
Opposition wants to do is come in here and tear it up; 
nitpick on things.  

Well, Mr. Speaker, I can tell on this issue and 
many other issues they do not have to worry about 
this Government backing down. We will stand resolute 
in doing the right things, Mr. Speaker. I will commend 
my honourable colleagues, Minister of Tourism and 
certainly the Minister of Works and Engineering. The 
Minister of Works and Engineering did something that 
is historic in the past 14 years. Every couple of 
weeks— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Honourable Member, that 
is not appropriate.  
 
The Speaker: Come on— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Member, please. That is a Minister. 
Minister of Public Safety. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is not appropriate. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Minister of Public 
Works, every week or so, during the work that was 
necessary for the dock, he gave the Island—the peo-
ple of Bermuda—updates on what was going on. 
[That was] never done before under the former Gov-
ernment. You had to pull information from them. He 
was sincere about what he did and he has continued 
to do that. He should be given credit for that. And yet 
they want to rip it up. They want to rip every piece of 
information he put out to shreds and try to make this 
Government look bad when we have got 4,000 pas-
sengers coming in a brand new ship. It is disgusting. 
Absolutely disgusting. The world press must look at us 
and say, What is wrong with you Bermudians? You 

used to be the most friendly people in the world and 
now you are fighting over everything. 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Give me a break. We go 
on to the hospital.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You had your 20 minutes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SENIORS 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Taking offense to the 
Honourable Minister of Health’s tabling the Howard 
Associates’ report today. The report was necessary 
because of what happened under the previous Gov-
ernment. This Minister is left holding a dirty, stinky 
bag, and the Honourable Member has got to clean it 
up. And they want to take her to the wood shed, the 
Honourable Member? It is not acceptable, Mr. Speak-
er. Get real. Get real.  

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Bermudians to get a 
copy of this report and read it because in my humble 
opinion it does not say anything, it is just a broad, 
broad stroke of what went on down at the hospital and 
it does not give the answers that the community was 
looking for. That is a glowing indictment of the terms 
of records and a lot of that took place at that time. 
People wanted answers. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: People wanted answers. 
They are not getting any answers on it and we spent 
$175,000—$175,000—on a report where people are 
not getting answers. And you want to blame this Min-
ister of Health? It is not on. 
 A couple of other things I want to touch on 
also. The Honourable Shadow of Finance Minister 
talks about Government debt and this Government 
needs to own up for what is going on in the Island. So 
as I sat here for five hours this afternoon and listened 
to this Motion to Adjourn, I started to think about some 
of the most important issues in Bermuda and my hon-
ourable colleague, Sylvan Richards, mentioned the 
Premier has tasked all of us with creating jobs, direct 
inward investment of capital, and to make Bermuda 
safe again.  

So I started looking at the information—make 
Bermuda safe again—why did we get in a position 
that we got in, Mr. Speaker? The Honourable Shadow 
of Finance Minister keeps talking about Government 
funding, Government budgets, Government debt and 
everything like that. So lo and behold I pull out the 
Budget Book and I see: consultants. The original es-

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 17 May 2013 1157 
 
timate for 2012/13 was $11.9 million. The revised es-
timate for 2012/13—revised estimate— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Excuse me, Honourable 
Member, show some decorum. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, carry on, Minister. 
 Minister, speak to the— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The revised estimate is 
$12.9 million. It has gone up $1 million. Here is the 
Government that we criticised for consultants, [they] 
said they controlled them, local consultants, and it has 
gone up by $1 million. Glory be to God!  

Now, Mr. Speaker, look at the budget for the 
2013/14 under the One Bermuda Alliance. It has been 
decreased by $1.5 million. That’s the facts. That is the 
information. No point of information— 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of information— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Sorry, Mr. Speaker, no 
point of information. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: It is in the Budget Book on 
page C-26. 
 
An Hon. Member: No, no, no, no, no. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr Speaker, also overseas 
consultants, original estimate, $22.9 million. It has 
risen to over $23.3 million. Under the One Bermuda 
Alliance it has decreased to under $22 million. Ooh! 
So how did we decrease them? And remember, Mr. 
Speaker, this was the budget that was worked on to a 
great extent by the former Government, and we had a 
short window to fix it. That’s the facts. Fall on your 
sword over that one.  

Now, listen to this, Mr. Speaker, they talk 
about insider trading and all that—security services—
original estimate $6.8 million [Whistling]; revised esti-
mate, $8.1 million. This Government has cut it down 
to under $6 million.  

Wow!  
They seem to miss those facts. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Impugning] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

 Somehow this Honourable Member just said 
“insider trading.” What does he mean by insider trad-
ing? 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is he impugning the integrity 
of my Opposition benches, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Thanks, thanks. 

Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, law and order— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Law and order, Mr. 
Speaker, in 2008/2009 crime started getting out of 
hand. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Here are the facts. Listen 
please, Mr. Speaker and honourable colleagues. In 
the 2008 Budget— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: It has been good up until this point, it 
has been, really, let us allow Members to speak. 

So, Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: In the 2008/09 Budget, the 
estimate for public safety was $62.8 million. Well, lo 
and behold, the final figure—and the supplementary 
had to come forward—the final figure was $71.6 mil-
lion. We had to have a supplementary of $8.8 million, 
Mr. Speaker. That is the first year. The next year, 
2009/10, we had to have a supplementary of $10 mil-
lion.  

It continues on. In 2010/11, supplementary of 
$7.4 million; 2011/12 a supplementary of $10.8 mil-
lion. At the same time, shootings are racking up. Ber-
mudians are getting murdered. The former Govern-
ment was asleep at the wheel as far as getting the 
police the equipment and the money they needed to 
get the job done. And they talk about— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. Everyone knows that if there is 
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any institution in Bermuda that has got the full fiscal 
and financial support of this Government and the last 
Government it is the Bermuda Police Service. Crime 
should not be a political football, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly agree with it. But I remember sitting in another 
place, and a Minister at that time who also sat in that 
place said, We are cutting the budget because of aus-
terity measures. That was over two years ago. Cutting 
the budget because of austerity measures, and we 
know what happened from that. Well, this Government 
came in and in spite of the directive from the Finance 
Minister to have a 3.2 per cent cut across the board 
with the support of the Premier and colleagues in 
Cabinet and certainly the Finance Minister, we gave 
the police the resources they need to do the job done 
and we will hold them accountable.  
 So why do we not talk about that? Why do we 
not talk about that? Now, let me move on, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, I am asking you 
to control . . . Thank you. 
 
UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

FROM CIVIL SERVICE TO OPPOSITION 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I will not go 
into detail on some of these other things that I have 
heard this afternoon because they are not worth the 
time to talk about it, but the last issue that I did want to 
talk about is this affair with the Attorney General’s as-
sistant.  

I am not about to stand here and let this de-
bate close without supporting my honourable col-
league. Here is why. I find it absolutely appalling that 
during a debate in this Chamber  . . . this is my opin-
ion. I ask people, they can agree with me or they can 
disagree with me all they want, but for a debate in this 
Chamber when two colleagues, one the Attorney 
General and one the Shadow Attorney General, are 
going back and forth as they should do about subjects 
under debate, and the Attorney General is getting his 
information from his Permanent Secretary who is sit-
ting here and the Shadow is e-mailing people within 
the department, that, in my opinion, is wrong.  

I will point to the Code of Conduct which 
clearly says Government must be supported and the 
civil servants must do that. Now, Mr. Speaker, unfor-
tunately— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You want to do an e-mail 
audit, let us do an e-mail audit. I hear the Honoura-
ble— 
 
The Speaker: Speak to me, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I hear the Honourable 
Member, the leader of the Opposition says, Let’s do 
an e-mail audit because you might be surprised by 
what you would find. E-mails going back and forth 
from former Ministers asking for information because 
somebody put together a book . . .  and me and this 
person who is putting together a book want to be able 
to provide information because we were the best team 
that there was out there. Can you provide that infor-
mation?  

Look, a civil servant . . . asking for that infor-
mation . . .  Mr. Speaker, I do not have any problem 
with Opposition Members asking for information, but it 
should be done through the proper channels. You do 
not go to people who are under the direction of a di-
rector of a department or a Permanent Secretary of a 
department and ask for information and put them in 
jeopardy, especially if you had a relationship— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —with them in the past. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean:  Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. It was done in 
proper channels because we all know that we are up 
in this Honourable Chamber and the Shadow AG 
asked the relevant questions to the Learned Attorney 
General on the floor of the House and the response 
was negative. We did not get the answers. So he is 
misleading the House.  
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I stand by 
what I said.  
 I understand Opposition politicians always try 
to get information, but if they are caught you need to 
fess up and apologise and try to correct it. There was 
a civil servant that was put in a very [compromising] 
position, was disciplined about it, and the person who 
instigated it all tries to blame everybody else, and we 
have a big smoke screen about the Attorney General. 
It is not acceptable. If we want a code to carry on like 
this for Members of this House to the civil servants, 
this Island will go to hell in a handbasket, Mr. Speak-
er, and this Government will not support that.  
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So we applaud the Permanent Secretary for 
standing up and doing the right thing. And I can speak 
with my hand on my heart and say that the Members 
of that Chamber are very concerned about what hap-
pened. 

So the Opposition can paint it any way they 
want. It was done wrong. People need to fess up. We 
need to talk about it and move forward. Stop spinning 
this thing. It is unhealthy for this Island if it continues 
like that. If you are caught with your hand in the cook-
ie jar you have to admit it. Just admit it. As they say, 
Man up! And they haven’t manned up about this.  

And the sad thing is, Mr. Speaker, when I 
spoke to the Opposition Leader about it, he totally 
dismissed it and started talking about something dif-
ferent. That is not leadership! That is politics! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. We had a discussion at the 
Commissioner’s function two weeks ago, and he 
came to me and he said that my Shadow AG was out 
of order and I responded, Why, because she asked a 
civil servant for information? That is a slippery slope, 
Mr. Speaker, because you know full well that we have 
had leaks for the last 13 years out of the civil service 
which has already been eloquently stated today. So 
what, is the Honourable Member saying, outside of 
misleading the public? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. Thank you, 
Leader. 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the clarification, but because we have had leaks the 
last 13 years does not make it right all along. Can we 
not ask for a better standard? I cannot speak for the 
former Government, if they were not capable of put-
ting their finger in the dam. This Government will close 
that leak in that dam, Mr. Speaker, I can tell you right 
now. And with the support of the civil servants who will 
do their job we will see a higher level of this being 
played out. 
 The last thing I want to say is, and the Oppo-
sition Leader and the colleagues are very coy about 
the wording they use, talking about the Honourable 
Attorney General going on a witch hunt. A witch hunt? 
A witch hunt and an investigation of what happened 
are two different things, Mr. Speaker, especially when 
the Permanent Secretary is the person responsible for 
looking into it.  

 So, Mr. Speaker, a word of advice to the Op-
position Leader, he can throw it out all he wants. He 
can talk about interference all he wants. If you want to 
lead, you have to stand up and show you are a person 
of integrity. Right is right, wrong is wrong, and call it 
like it is. Stop making excuses. 
 Thank you for your time, sir. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Premier, so this will be . . . thank you Honourable 
Premier for standing up. 

Happy Birthday to you before you start this 
speech. 
 
An Hon. Member: Happy Birthday! 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Is that an attempt to keep 
me at five minutes then? 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 

DECORUM IN HOUSE 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Well, Mr. Speaker, as evi-
denced, we have had a rather interesting, intellectual 
discussion. We have had creative accounting. We 
want answers, but maybe not just now. I have heard 
conspiracy theories with nothing to substantiate. Calls 
of phantoms. At one point in time, I actually did think I 
was going to hear about UFOs, so much stuff was 
going on.  
 
An Hon. Member: Next week! 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Next week, yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: A satellite business! 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, that’s a satellite busi-
ness. I want to talk about a theme here, Mr. Speaker, 
and that theme is something I learned while in univer-
sity. It was an interesting term I heard. And the term is 
“reciprocal influence.” And it is usually used— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. 

It is usually used when— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: —you continue to say 
something over and over and over till you get to the 
point whereby you believe it.  
 
[Crosstalk and laughter] 
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Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: It also can be applied to 
the fact that you can be very negative with this, so as 
the negativity continues to be given it finds no end 
because it is reciprocal. It also can be used in the pos-
itive that we are going to find ways to move forward 
and look for solutions and so the conversation bears 
mind to that. Much of today has been negative.  
 
An Hon. Member: It is not negative; it has been facts! 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: As I said, conspiracy theo-
ries, no substantiation, and to hear people attempt to 
dulcify negativity is rather interesting. If it is negative, 
it is negative—no matter how much you sweeten it up.  

I already have made the attempt to congratu-
late the PLP on the work that it had done; but yet, in 
the same vein the murmurings and the fussing over 
giving them a compliment was rather mind boggling. I 
know we are winding down. As I look on the other 
side, I can see we are winding down across the floor. 
But the desire to create instability about the OBA is 
wishful thinking. We will be targeted and we will not 
allow what I have heard this afternoon to move us 
from what we need to do. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

KITCHNER CLOSE—WATER TURNED OFF 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, and the water situa-
tion. I want to be clear on that. I canvassed that area 
quite well, very much so. Many of those homes . . . 
factually, their water was turned off by a PLP Gov-
ernment! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: It is a fact!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: It is a fact. And if you want 
to go ask Ray, ask him!  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, that is not just 
misleading the House it is really . . .  actually, it is mis-
leading the House. 
 
An Hon. Member: Prove it wrong. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, they are saying, 
Prove it wrong. Now all day, while I have been setting 
the facts straight to the public, and now they are say-
ing that it is not facts, it is negative. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay, Minister. Thank you. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
accept what the Opposition Leader is saying. The 
point is that many things have happened in the past— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

EMPLOYMENT—JOB CREATION 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Many things have hap-
pened in the past and there will be things that we can 
conjecture and can go back and forth on even now. 
But at the end of the day we need to understand in 
this Honourable House that this is about getting jobs 
back on the table. 
 Now, let me talk about these jobs. And I want 
to use this theory here. You do not become obese 
overnight, and you do not lose that weight overnight. 
And after going into this fifth month it is important that 
this Government shore up the businesses that are 
here, which is why it went after changing some poli-
cies to ensure that businesses that were here could 
be supported, and that we also get to a point whereby 
others who want to invest in this country see us as a 
wonderful place to do that.  

That has been going on for some time now. 
Under this Government we have just intensified the 
efforts. Because what happens is this: If you leave it 
out there long enough, then you have got to make a 
personal call, meaning, in person. When, if you would 
have addressed the issues earlier on, not just by say-
ing, Listen, I recognise this here, we need to work this 
out, then it would have gone a long way in moving us 
in the direction of a new path to getting jobs on the 
table. 

What I am getting at, Mr. Speaker, here, at 
the end of the day, is that we are concentrating on 
doing what is going to create jobs for this Island. Now 
there is a lot of talk about let us get the hotels going 
and let us get them built up here. But I did not see any 
getting built over the last couple of years; they were 
getting knocked down. So we are concentrating right 
now on the efforts of getting hotels built in this country 
because it means jobs. I believe that a collaborative 
effort here will go a long way in ensuring that that 
happens.  
 So the dialogue going on about Morgan’s 
Point continues to go on and has intensified and we 
have spoken about it. We have spoken about the jobs 
going on Ariel Sands and how they want to renovate. 
We have spoken about Pink Beach and them wanting 
to open back up. We have also looked at— 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: —Pink Beach.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: We have also looked at 
Par-La-Ville and I heard a whole lot of things being 
said about Par-La-Ville getting going. But we are on 
the inside now listening to what was going on and it 
was never going to happen before, and so we intensi-
fied the efforts and everyone knows now, the okay 
has been given. And so now— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: No, no you are not. 
 So on the brink of all that, Mr. Speaker, let me 
just say this here. We have come off a very positive 
week here. We had the Breakaway come to Bermuda 
and we saw how everyone worked together to make 
things work well. People came together to ensure that 
our visitors have a great experience. And then yester-
day we had a wonderful occasion whereby different 
denominations came together to pray over the Island, 
to raise the spiritual awareness in this country. But 
you know, we get talks about the Royal Gazette was 
saying all kinds of things, well you know what the 
Royal Gazette said about something positive yester-
day? Just look in the newspaper, you will see it. What 
a positive thing we had, but a negative spin was put 
on it concerning the OBA. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: You did not read the pa-
per. You did not see it.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, exactly. We only see 
it from one point of view as opposed to another. You 
know someone said to me, I got sunshine on a rainy 
day. I love that because the paradigm is this, that 
even if it rains, the sun is still out. So sometimes it is 
your perspective that changes things. But the fact is 
that the sun is still out! The question is: Are you willing 
to look for opportunities to change things or are you 
just going to sit here and follow the reciprocal influ-
ence of negativity? 
 So let us get moving here. Let us get moving 
here because quite frankly what I am hearing, Mr. 
Speaker, is nothing! This dialogue that I am hearing 
from the Opposition has not changed. They are the 
same words—I have been writing them down—that I 
heard two years ago in the House of Assembly. Same 
words! From the same people, Mr. Speaker, going 
over the same issues, saying the same things. It was 
not him. 

 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 

DECORUM IN HOUSE 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: We are going to close out 
on a positive note. The fact is that Bermudians have 
always done well during crunch time and we are in a 
crunch time right now. We see the evidence this week 
in the cruise line getting here and the people coming 
together. We see the evidence of the spiritual aware-
ness— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: We have got about five minutes left. 
Can we all just be good and quiet for five minutes? Let 
us see how good we are. Let us see how good we are 
at the end of the day.  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I will keep it to one minute. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Pretend which side it is coming from.  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: We have seen the positive 
actions of Bermudians’ work this week, and so we 
should be feeding off of that, that we can come to-
gether and make some wonderful things happen. 
Through the industries that drive this country, back 
when tourism—1981 just before it was our major in-
dustry and then finance moved in—we are creative 
people, we are a smart people. This House is smart. 
So I cannot think of anyone in here today that is really 
quite happy about the dialogue today. Let us try and 
move in a better direction. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And I know that is what 
you are looking for as well, Mr. Speaker. No, I am not 
saying be nice. I am saying that at the end of the day 
we can disagree on some things but some of the dia-
logue that I hear is atrocious, and not necessary. 
 
An Hon. Member: Please! 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And, yes, you can say, 
Please, all you want and that is exactly what I am talk-
ing about. Deflection, obviously—because there is an 
agenda at play. And when conspiracies and agendas 
get in the way, that to me is a word of confusion. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Look it up, because when 
you start conjecturing like that it is because of confu-
sion or you are trying to cause confusion. There is no 
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confusion with the OBA. We know what we need to do 
and we are going to get the job done regardless of 
what I hear from the Opposition! Regardless! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And the Opposition knows 
that I will always extend my hand for collaboration. 
They know that! And we are going to continue to do 
that, regardless. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker we are going to have 
a wonderful night and I am going to enjoy my 50th 
birthday. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very much. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much.  
 Members, as we move out, I would like to 
wish all Members a Happy Bermuda Day. We will not 
be back until after Bermuda Day, so now go out and 
enjoy and be in the community and be the communi-
ty’s peer persons that you certainly are. 
 Members, the House is adjourned to March— 
 
An Hon. Member: May. 
 
The Speaker: —May the 31st. To May the 31st. I am 
going back to March, goodness me! 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Cannot do that! To May 31st. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 7:26 pm the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 31 May 2013.] 
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[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, 
Deputy Speaker] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
17 FEBRUARY 2013  

 
The Deputy Speaker: Everyone should have in front 
of them the Minutes of Friday, February the 17th. They 
are to be approved. Are there any proposed amend-
ments to these Minutes? 
 If not, they will be approved. 
 
[Motion carried: Minutes of 17 February 2013 con-
firmed.] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Deputy Speaker: We would like to confirm the 
absence of Members P. J. Gordon-Pamplin, Honour-
able Member Cole Simons, Honourable Member M. J. 
Pettingill. The Speaker is also absent, for only the 
morning portion of today’s session, and he does send 
his apologies. He will be here after lunch. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognizes Dr. the 
Honourable E. G. Gibbons. 
 

CEDARBRIDGE ACADEMY FINANCIAL STATE-
MENTS – MARCH 31, 2010 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
[Deputy] Speaker. 
 Madam [Deputy] Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the information of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly the CedarBridge Acad-
emy Financial Statements for the year ended 
March 31st, 2010. 

Thank you, Madam [Deputy] Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other papers? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable S. D. 
Richards. 
 
PHARMACY AND POISONS REGULATIONS 2013 

 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Good morning, 
Madam [Deputy] Speaker. 

I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations 2013, made un-
der the provisions of section 48(1)(g) of the Pharmacy 
and Poisons Act 1979. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 

PETITIONS 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Petitions? 
 
Ms. Nandi Davis: Good morning, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises N. S. 
Davis. You have the floor. 
 

BERMUDA MARITIME MUSEUM ASSOCIATION 
ACT 1978 AMENDMENT ACT 2013 

 
Ms. Nandi Davis: I move for leave to introduce the 
following petition: The petition by the Bermuda Mari-
time Museum Association requesting amendments to 
the Bermuda Maritime Museum Association Act 1978. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable M. H. Dunkley. 
 
EXERCISE ISLAND WARRIOR 13—THE BERMUDA 

REGIMENT’S OVERSEAS CAMP 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, col-
leagues, and good morning, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Bermuda Regi-
ment conducted its annual overseas exercise at the 
United States Marine Corps Camp Lejeune in North 
Carolina between the 28th of April and the 11th of May. 
Under this exercise name, Island Warrior 13, 177 per-
sonnel from the Regiment and detachments from the 
Bermuda Police Service Reserves, the Bermuda Fire 
and Rescue Service and St. John’s Ambulance con-
ducted a wide variety of challenging trainings de-
signed to best prepare the Regiment for potential fu-
ture operational taskings. Planning for the exercise 
started in earnest last October, led by the Training 
Officer, Staff Officer and Quartermaster. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the planning and lo-
gistic effort prior to the troops even reaching Camp 
Lejeune was, in itself, excellent training and one that 
stands the Regiment in good stead for when it is next 
asked to conduct relief operations outside of Ber-
muda. The ability of Regiment staff to plan, develop 
and execute such a complex task, with all the associ-
ated issues, should not be underestimated. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the majority of the 
troops on the overseas camp came from A Company 
and the Support Company. The A Company element, 
which also included the Operational Support Unit, was 
led by Captain Larenzo Ratteray and conducted train-
ing in three phases. The initial three-day package 
consisted of skills associated with potential internal 
security operations. These included patrolling, forward 
operating base security, urban operations and public 
order. Captain Ratteray then had a day in which to 
“shake out” his company and to ensure they had fully 
absorbed the training. This also included the opportu-
nity to conduct safety training with US Marine Corps 
Osprey and Super Stallion aircraft. 

Phase 2 was a 52-hour field training exercise 
to test the company and Regimental Headquarters in 
a realistic training scenario. Designed by the staff offi-
cer, the company was deployed to a disaster-struck 
town suffering from the devastating effects of a hurri-
cane that had left them isolated without food, water or 
electricity. 

Following lengthy planning and an insertion by 
air, the company had to provide security, deliver vital 
aid supplies, confront local criminals, and contain an 
angry mob as part of the skills testing and training. 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Captain Ratteray and his 
troops passed this test with flying colours, confirming 

their skills and learning to cope with and solve com-
plex problems. 

Following the training exercise, the soldiers 
moved into the third phase. This consisted of a pack-
age of weapon live firing where the soldiers were able 
to utilise the excellent range facilities that are on offer 
at Camp Lejeune. This was also the opportunity for 
the commanders and members of the Operational 
Support Unit to fully test their new rifles. With the lim-
ited range facilities in Bermuda, the package designed 
by the training warrant officer enabled the soldiers to 
markedly improve their core shooting skills. 

During the three phases, additional activities 
were included that enabled the soldiers to develop 
their confidence, teamwork, navigation and other 
skills. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Support Com-
pany elements were hosted by the US Marine Corps, 
Navy and Coast Guard specialist units. The breadth 
and diversity of the training was second to none, and 
the specialists of Support Company took to the chal-
lenges presented with huge enthusiasm. The Regi-
ment Boat Troop, including the attached Bermuda 
Police Service Reserve Officer, was hosted by the US 
Coast Guard. Learning the tactics and procedures of 
advanced boat handling, pursuit, rule of law and 
boarding and search tasks, the Boat Troop remain 
fully prepared to continue in assisting the Bermuda 
Police Service Maritime Section, as well as to prepare 
for wider maritime security tasks. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, members of the 
Guns and Assault Pioneer Platoon also had a de-
manding two weeks, practicing their skills and learning 
new procedures including explosive safety and bridg-
ing operations. They also managed to spend time with 
Company A during the field training exercise, repairing 
“hurricane damage” and improving the security of the 
base location. Madam Deputy Speaker, this has 
placed them ready to support the local Bermuda 
community in time of need and focused the Bermuda 
Regiment on the potential future tasks that may arise. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Regiment medi-
cal personnel were trained by the US Navy Corps-
men, who provide front-line medical support to the US 
Marines when they are deployed on operations. The 
training regime was suitably impressive, with our sol-
diers tested in highly realistic conditions and under 
extensive pressure. They also managed to spend two 
days working within the Naval Hospital, dealing first-
hand with a wide variety of medical issues. 

The Regimental Police were hosted by the US 
Marine Corps Police at their detention facility, known 
to all there as “the Brig.” Here, they gained a deep 
understanding of prisoner detention, handling, rule of 
law and negotiation skills. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, a special mention 
must also be made of the Motor Transport Platoon, 
who mastered the skills of driving large military trans-
port vehicles and were instrumental in the successful 
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movement of training troops around the sprawling fa-
cilities of Camp Lejeune. 

His Excellency the Governor, who is the 
Regiment’s Commander-in-Chief, visited the overseas 
camp. And whilst the Bermuda Government has in-
vested a significant amount to ensure a successful 
exercise, it is one that will reap a reward in the abili-
ties of the Regiment and its soldiers. It is excellent 
value for money—from the development of individuals 
who were tested physically and mentally and prac-
ticed their self-discipline, teamwork, problem solving 
and physical fitness, to the Regiment as a whole, who 
gained deeper understanding of the complexities of 
planning, logistics and operations in the modern 
world. 

The lessons learnt and practiced at Camp Le-
jeune were deliberately developed to best serve the 
Regiment when it is called to support our Island and 
people and to allow our soldiers to develop the skills 
that will help them confront these challenges that face 
us in life. 

The United States Marine Corps and those 
other elements that supported the Regiment were kind 
and generous hosts, and we owe them a debt of grati-
tude. They are also, however, a very highly profes-
sional force, hard on themselves and not an organisa-
tion to give praise lightly. The ongoing bond of friend-
ship was evident, and those Marines that supported 
the Regiment were fulsome in their praise. 

To quote just one of the comments, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, “It was refreshing to work with a 
group of students who had such passion for their 
work. His Excellency and the Bermuda Regiment 
should be very proud of the professionalism displayed 
by all.” 

Madam Deputy Speaker, as I close my com-
ments on Exercise Island Warrior 13 at Camp Le-
jeune, I would also like to send out a great deal of 
thanks to the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, 
Gonsalves, and his team for a wonderful organisation 
and camp. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Leader. 
 Are there any other Statements by Ministers? 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
WESTGATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY—BREACH 

OF SECURITY  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
Honourable Members will be aware by media reports 
that a breach of security occurred at Westgate Correc-
tional Facility in the early hours of Friday, May 24th. 

As I have indicated in public comments out-
side of this Honourable House, the safety and security 
of officers, inmates and the people of Bermuda is a 
top priority of this Government. 

In the throes of the Bermuda Day celebra-
tions, Madam Deputy Speaker, the Ministry of Public 
Safety was hard at work dealing with this incident. I 
was immediately briefed by the Permanent Secretary, 
who had in turn been fully advised by the Commis-
sioner of Corrections. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to pro-
vide this Honourable House and the public with the 
update that I promised earlier this week. 

The inmate in question was able to exit his 
cell in the Maximum Security Unit, having sawed 
through a cell window bar and subsequently a hole in 
the grill immediately outside his cell window. The in-
mate was seen on video footage climbing out of his 
cell and going to the perimeter wall to retrieve items. 
These items included foodstuffs, cell phone chargers 
and cell phone batteries. The items were seized by 
Corrections Officers and were subsequently handed 
over to the police to assist in the criminal investiga-
tion. The inmate was removed from his cell and trans-
ferred to a cell in the Segregation Unit. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the breach was 
identified and isolated immediately, and in the wake of 
the incident, decisive action has been taken. I am 
pleased to advise the Honourable House of the action: 

• First, a 100 per cent check of all window bars 
in the Maximum and Segregation Units has 
been conducted, and one other cell window 
bar was found to have been tampered with; 

• Second, the Commissioner of Corrections 
was at Westgate on Monday with his entire 
senior command to conduct a full debrief of 
the incident, including a review of the video 
footage to confirm what happened and the 
timings. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, the facts surround-

ing this incident are concerning, and with the full sup-
port of the Ministry, the Commissioner of Corrections 
has initiated an investigation into this matter to include 
ensuring that officers perform daily checks required to 
verify the integrity of the systems on which the facility 
relies to provide secure environments for the inmates. 

Further action steps that have been taken: 
• Three, following the briefing, the Commis-

sioner personally led an inspection of the 
Maximum Unit during which all grills, win-
dows, fencing and the perimeter wall were 
again inspected. 

• Four, a local welder, who is most familiar with 
the Westgate prison area, has been engaged 
to inspect the cell window bars. This also was 
done on Monday, and a report on the state of 
the cells and any necessary recommenda-
tions will be provided to the Commissioner. 

• Five, officers and senior staff conducted a 
surprise full-scale search throughout the en-
tire facility, during which the facility was in 
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lockdown. These will become more frequent 
in order to maintain high standards of security. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, in addition to the ac-

tions I have just outlined, the Commissioner of Correc-
tions has instituted a rigid internal check procedure to 
ensure cell and unit integrity. Officers will also be re-
minded of the importance of adhering to standard pro-
cedures that support the safety of inmates and their 
colleagues working within the facility. 

Additionally, Madam Deputy Speaker, imme-
diate modifications to the Maximum Security Unit cells 
will be made to also improve upon the security they 
are designed to provide. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the police are inves-
tigating the actions of the inmate in question, and the 
laying of any charges or a subsequent appearance in 
court will be a matter for them in consultation with the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, while this incident 
reveals areas in need of improvement, it is the vigi-
lance of the officers on duty at the time that had saved 
the day. Their quick action at a time when most of us 
were asleep and resting for Bermuda Day festivities 
served to demonstrate that there is no substitute for 
well-trained, alert and dedicated men and women in 
public service. 

I wish to publicly thank them for their actions 
in the course of their duty and support the Commis-
sioner’s intent to specially commend them at a later 
date. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, in closing, let me 
again assure members of this Honourable House and 
the people of Bermuda that this Government takes 
very seriously the safety and security of the people. 
The Commissioner of Corrections and his officers 
acted quickly and decisively. Since this incident, no 
effort has been spared to address the issues, and ac-
countability at all levels has been the order of the day. 
Internal procedures have been strengthened, and a 
heightened awareness of the importance of each of 
these routine tasks has been reinforced by the Com-
missioner and his senior command team. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I can also advise 
Honourable Members that I will be visiting Westgate 
next week to see for myself how the actions taken 
have impacted the security of the facility. In closing, 
let me say that the Commissioner and his officers de-
serve our support as they manage such challenges 
presented in modern-day corrections. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other Ministerial 
Statements? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Trevor 
Moniz, Minister of Public Works. 
 You have the floor. 
 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I have three Statements this morning. I am 
not going to do them quite in the order that they are 
on the Order Paper. I will do the one on the Govern-
ment arrears first, Addressing the Debt, the Ministry of 
Public Works. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise before this 
Honourable House this morning to update the general 
public, as well as my honourable colleagues, in rela-
tion to three areas within my Ministry that seem to be 
catching the public’s attention of late. In particular, I 
will speak to the methods our team is currently under-
taking to address the outstanding financial arrears in 
my Ministry. Secondly, I will address Malabar [and] 
Kitchener Close Condominium Association’s water 
situation, as well as the Heritage Wharf construction 
project, in that order. 
 

ADDRESSING OUTSTANDING ARREARS 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
when I assumed responsibility for the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works, one of the first things I did was to request a 
report from the Chief Financial Officer regarding the 
Ministry’s current financial position, which included all 
of the outstanding monies owed to Government from 
domestic and commercial water customers, the water 
truckers, to refuse collection, as examples. 
 Notwithstanding, I had some inclination that 
customers were not paying their bills, but I was quite 
stunned when I learned that the arrears had risen as 
high as $5,917,343 as of April 2012. I was just as per-
turbed as to why this debt was allowed to grow this 
large over the years without some action being taken 
to mitigate further losses, which by default place the 
Government in an even worse financial situation. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, one of my col-
leagues once said in another place that in all other 
jurisdictions around the world, the Government is 
usually considered by the taxpayer the first bill to be 
paid, as they are quite aware of the repercussions. 
However, in Bermuda, this seems to be the exact op-
posite, where the Government appears to be the last 
on the list to be paid. 
 With that said, I am hopeful that my colleague 
who is responsible for Finance will consider steps to 
change this paradigm in the not-too-distant future. 
And this attitude is simply unacceptable, and this debt 
is unsustainable. 
 With those brief comments, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I would like to advise that within my Ministry, 
the finance team has been focused on creating and 
implementing a sustainable debt collection process 
and strategy that includes revisions to the current pro-
cedure. A clerk is also being dedicated to focus pri-
marily on collection, disconnection notices, calls to 
customers to encourage them to address their ar-
rears, referrals to the debt collection section within the 
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Accountant General’s Department, to the com-
mencement of court proceedings as a last resort. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this aggressive ap-
proach by the finance team over the past few months 
seems to be achieving its objectives, as customers 
are coming in on a regular basis to either pay off their 
arrears in total or agree to payment plans that will also 
permit them to function while paying down their debt. 

Although I am not completely satisfied with 
the rate at which the arrears are coming down, I am 
pleased to advise that the receivable for the Ministry 
of Public Works stood at $5,096,874 as of April 30th, 
2013. One area in particular, the water receivables, 
indicates that the debt now stands at $2,080,469, 
down by $318,202, or 13 per cent, since the 1st of 
January 2013. The initial focus was on the water 
truckers, with 80 per cent of them now being current 
with their payments. 
 Since we have made significant progress with 
the water truckers and appear to have this in hand, 
the collections team is now focusing their efforts on 
the domestic and commercial customers. This process 
involves providing selected customers who are over 
90 days in arrears with a termination notice and 30 
days to pay in the first instance. Should there be no 
effort on behalf of the customer, these same custom-
ers will have their water turned off. Once a customer 
brings their account current, their service will be re-
stored. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the refuse receiv-
ables stand at $3,016,404 as of April 1st, 2013. As 
previously mentioned, the focus was on the water ar-
rears. So, unfortunately, there has been no significant 
change over the last six months. Notwithstanding, the 
finance team will expand their focus to include refuse 
collection as of June the 10th, 2013, when it is antici-
pated a part-time collector who is very familiar with the 
industry will come on board for this very purpose. The 
goal by September 2013 is to have the debt reduced 
by an additional 25 per cent. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, as I conclude, I 
would like to thank the finance team for their efforts to 
date. I would also like to encourage all those custom-
ers that owe money to the Ministry of Public Works to 
make every effort to reach out to our team to either 
pay what is owed on their account or agree to a pay-
ment plan, moving forward. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. You have 
a further Statement? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, I do. Thank you. 
 

MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE WATER 
SITUATION UPDATE  

 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: This is a Statement on Mala-
bar and Kitchener Close Condominium Association 
water arrears. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, in the first of three 
Ministerial Statements for the Ministry of Public Works 
presented to this Honourable House today, you heard 
me speak of the current debt situation within my Min-
istry and the efforts currently underway to address the 
same. I highlighted a few areas that were causing the 
most concern for the Ministry, and in particular the 
domestic and commercial water customers who have 
amassed millions of dollars in unpaid fees to the Gov-
ernment. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, you may recall in my 
opening presentation, I also expressed my grave con-
cern regarding the length of time these arrears have 
not been addressed, which does not help the Gov-
ernment’s financial situation. I often relate this to the 
Pareto Principle, more commonly known as the 80/20 
Rule, the rule of the vital few, which states that, for 
many issues, roughly 80 per cent of the problems 
come from 20 per cent of the people. In this instance, 
the few that are not abiding by the rules and paying 
their taxes are causing the majority of the issue. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, on the 24th of Janu-
ary of this year, the Accounts Clerk dedicated to ad-
dressing the outstanding debt owed to the Ministry of 
Public Works reached out to one of the members of 
the Malabar [and] Kitchener Close Condominium As-
sociation to ascertain how they intended to address 
the association’s arrears of $77,752.48 as of Decem-
ber 31, 2012. Now, at $22.00 per 1,000 gallons, this 
equates to 3.534 million gallons of water that has not 
been paid for to date by that association. That is a 
huge volume of water. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, as I reviewed the 
matter relating to the association, I noted correspon-
dence dating back to the 15th of September 2009, 
wherein a repayment agreement was put in place by 
the former Minister of Works and Engineering, which 
committed the association to paying a minimum of 
$2,000 per month against their arrears, at that time 
standing at $52,279.73. The agreed schedule indi-
cated that if the association adhered to the payment 
schedule, the debt would have been paid in full by 
November of 2011. However, here we are on the last 
day of May of 2013, and the debt has increased by 
over $25,000. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, in an effort to assist 
the association, I agreed to meet with them on the 20th 
of May. At this meeting, the two members of the asso-
ciation expressed their concerns with the arrears and 
offered a payment plan for my consideration. Notwith-
standing as well-intentioned as they were, I could not 
in good conscience accept this schedule, as it would 
take the association over five years to pay off the 
debt, let alone cope with their monthly water bill. This 
plan, in my opinion, was simply unrealistic. 
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 Subsequent to this meeting, I had asked Mr. 
Ray Charlton, the area representative for the OBA, 
who has been working with the association to address 
their issues and who was also present at the meeting, 
to work with the association to come up with a more 
realistic plan that was sustainable. I advised them that 
part of this plan was to include action steps to deal 
with the residents that were not paying their fair share, 
and in some cases not paying at all. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, to my surprise, I was 
advised that of the 26 residents in the complex, only 8 
to 10 of them were actually abiding by the rules and 
paying their monthly maintenance fees at all. So it 
was less than 50 per cent of the residents who are 
paying any maintenance fees at all. 

However, in the interest of trying to assist the 
association, who were going further into debt by pay-
ing for trucked water at $90.00 per truckload, I in-
structed my team to turn the water on for seven days, 
with a shut-off date agreed for May 28. During that 
period, they received a further 134,000 gallons. In an 
effort to encourage the noncompliant residents with 
paying their fair share, I was made to understand by 
Mr. Charlton that a locking mechanism has been 
placed on the water tank, as well as individual locks 
purchased for each of the 26 metered residences, 
thereby preventing access to the water for non-paying 
residents. And they are being given a deadline to pay, 
those residents who have not been paying their main-
tenance. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to ad-
vise that as recent as Monday of this week, I met with 
the new members of the association, who have com-
mitted to presenting me with a realistic plan in the 
coming weeks that they believe will permit them to 
pay down their debt, as well as sustain them, moving 
forward. We are scheduled to meet the second week 
of June, at which point I shall be presented with a re-
vised plan for consideration. 

I also reminded the new association members 
that this plan had to include addressing the noncom-
pliant residents. In turn, I was informed that the asso-
ciation had taken steps such as sending a letter to all 
owners informing them of seven days notice to pay 
their arrears or risk being shut off. They are also im-
proving their recordkeeping with regard to reading the 
meters of each unit to determine the individual water 
usage. This would ensure those using more water 
would pay their fair share. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this should not be a 
political football, as we are merely doing the business 
of the people of Bermuda. If no one pays their bills, 
the country will continue to go even further into debt. 
The people of Bermuda tasked this Government with 
turning the situation around, and that is exactly what 
we are trying to do. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. I believe 
you have a final Statement. 
 

HERITAGE WHARF CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I have a third and final Statement on the 
Heritage Wharf construction project. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, in recent months, 
there has been much media attention focused on the 
construction, repairs and upgrades to the Heritage 
Wharf dock in the West End. There have also been a 
number of questions posed to my Ministry by the local 
media, as well as from Members of this Honourable 
House, regarding matters such as how many Ber-
mudians are on the job and whether the dock will be 
completed on time. 
 So, with the continued onslaught of questions, 
I determined the best course of action was to produce 
weekly construction progress updates to the media as 
a countdown to May the 15th, the day the mega ship 
Breakaway was due to arrive. Coupled with these 
questions were the continued attacks wherein I have 
been accused of misleading the public. So today, as I 
stand before the Honourable House, I will explain 
once again the facts surrounding this project as they 
relate to the associated costs, the number of Ber-
mudians and guest workers on the project, provide the 
current status of the project, as well as provide an ex-
pected completion date. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, firstly, I would like to 
clarify that I have not said in any forum that the dock 
would be fully completed before the arrival of the 
Breakaway on May the 15th. What I did say back on 
April the 22nd was (open quotes), “While all works may 
not be complete, we remain confident that the dock 
will be prepared to receive its first ship on May the 
15th” (closed quotes). 
 I would also like to advise that our structural 
engineers have liaised with the Norwegian Cruise Line 
principals, which included the engineers and the cap-
tain of the Breakaway cruise ship, regarding each 
stage of the development. In turn, they were very 
pleased with the communication, as well as the pro-
gress of the construction work throughout. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we have also been 
accused of ignoring requests for information, as well 
as misleading the general public about the status of 
the project. In no way was I meaning to disrespect 
anyone; however, as stated in a prior press release, 
we had to remain focused on the task at hand. And 
that was to have the dock ready in time for the arrival 
of the Breakaway. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I would now like to 
go to the facts of the project. Firstly, there were a 
number of local contractors involved with this project. 
SunRise Construction and Crisson Construction un-
dertook the major elements of construction work, with 
support from Onsite Engineering. Deliveries to the site 
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were organised through Fast Forward Freight and Is-
land Construction Services Company Limited. S.A.L. 
has been supplying both reinforcement and concrete. 
Mid Atlantic Steel Supply has fabricated specialist 
steel parts for the structures. Roger Pimentel and Nel-
son Hunt have been providing support services, and I 
am sure there were others also that I have not men-
tioned. 
 A boost has been provided to local support 
industries with Cambridge Beaches and the local res-
taurants of Dockyard providing accommodation and 
food, and particularly Café Amici, who were a huge 
support, supplying much appreciated deliveries of 
food late into the night. 
 Woodbourne Associates Limited engineering 
and Brunel Engineering Consultants have provided 
support to the Ministry in undertaking the necessary 
studies and investigations to ensure that this project 
has been undertaken in a thorough and professional 
manner. Brunel will continue to assist in the assess-
ment of our transportation system, not just the hub in 
Dockyard, but also the movement of passengers 
throughout Bermuda. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, environmental stud-
ies are in the process of being commissioned as a 
part of the planning process for this dock. And these 
studies will not only provide data on the effects of the 
Breakaway, but also baseline studies for future devel-
opment. These studies will continue as an annual 
monitoring programme, providing employment for 
Bermudians, not just now, but into the future. 
 As a consequence of our respecting the regu-
lations, undertaking this project correctly, following the 
guidance of our planning offices and the advice of the 
consultants in the planning process, not only has the 
necessary financial commitment been injected into the 
economy as a construction industry, but also into pe-
ripheral industry and professions in a long-term sus-
tainable fashion. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, much has been 
made of the number of local workers associated with 
the project, and this is not a simple question to an-
swer. But I will try to provide some figures. Obviously, 
there were fluctuations over the course of the project. 
Crisson Construction employed 14 local staff on this 
project. SunRise Construction employed 46 local staff, 
2 of whom are work permit holders, and subcon-
tracted to Norwalk Marine, who had 17 staff onsite 
with work permits early on in the project, but have now 
scaled that back to 9 staff with work permits. 
 Onsite Engineering has provided one full-time 
Bermudian and a number of part-time technical staff, 
who are local residents but work permit holders. 
Woodbourne supplied three local Bermudian employ-
ees; Brunel provided two local engineers, one of 
whom is a work permit holder. The Ministry of Public 
Works has had four staff committing long hours to the 
project, one of whom is Bermudian, two are full-time 
Ministry staff working on work permits, and one has 

been seconded to the Minister for the project and is 
working on a work permit. Additionally, some special-
ist services have been employed for quality testing 
from time to time.  
 In short, through the project, there have been 
approximately 20 overseas personnel who have been 
needed for the project and 71 local employees. This 
does not include local support services or local con-
tractors listed above that have contributed to the pro-
ject. I have said before the figures are difficult to pro-
vide, and this remains the case. These numbers are 
not definitive, but they are fair representations. If there 
is a desire for a clearer demonstration of the distribu-
tion of work, then we will happily provide that at the 
completion of the project. 
 Again, as I have said before, the accounts for 
the project are open book. There are no hidden costs. 
We will be in a position to say how many hours were 
worked by local employees and how many by foreign 
employees. Clearly, these figures change on a daily 
basis, and so a snapshot today will not provide a final 
answer to this question. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, regarding the financ-
ing, the total authorised funds for this project was $28 
million. To date, the project is approximately 70 per 
cent complete, with the engineers confirming that we 
have spent $13.8 million on construction and ap-
proximately $3 million on investigations, planning, de-
sign and studies of the environment and transporta-
tion functionality. This equates to 60 per cent of the 
total budget for this project. 
 Some of the remaining works to be completed 
include the completion of the northern and southern 
mooring dolphins, which are smaller structures, with 
fewer piles than the breasting dolphins, along with the 
installation of access gantries and the provision of 
essential safety equipment that was not installed as 
part of the original dock construction project. 
 Regarding the status of the wharf and the 
Breakaway berth, I can advise that the wharf was 
considered only capable of berthing the Breakaway in 
a wind strength of 26 knots sustained, with the most 
significant loading coming from the wind directions out 
of the north east and south east quadrants. For this 
reason, we have maintained a pilot presence on board 
the ship for each visit. I must point out that it has not 
been necessary, as has been suggested, to keep en-
gines running. And there has never been any concern 
regarding the Breakaway slipping or mooring. 
 The new breasting dolphins will provide a 
guaranteed 32 knots assessment load. The additional 
mooring dolphins will take the dock up to the required 
45 knots sustained wind loading which, despite re-
ports to the contrary, was the required design loading 
for the original dock design that it never reached. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the southern breast-
ing dolphin was substantially completed, with the final 
concrete pour being undertaken before the arrival of 
the Breakaway, and is now awaiting the fender instal-
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lation. The northern breasting dolphin was awaiting 
the final concrete pour, which was delayed due to bad 
weather. Concrete pours on both are now complete, 
with the fender on the southern dolphin attached. The 
engineers are planning to install the fender on the 
northern dolphin in the coming week, when the Nor-
wegian Breakaway departs. 
 Regarding the next step, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I can advise that we have to complete the 
installation of bollards and fenders, installation of hand 
rails, ladders and other safety equipment not included 
in the earlier project. Completion of the northern moor-
ing dolphin—currently, two of the twelve piles have 
been driven to depth. Eight 124-lengths of pile have 
been placed and are awaiting 60-foot extensions. 
 Installation of the southern mooring dolphin 
will be completed during the post-cruise ship season. 
Cathodic protection of the new works will also be un-
dertaken, as well as further investigation and repairs 
and maintenance of the existing structure, which will 
include testing of the concrete strength, weld integrity, 
the maintenance of corroded hand railing, lamp col-
umns, et cetera, repairs and strengthening of concrete 
and fill works in the ground transportation area, reme-
dial works to the faulty sewage system, and a review 
of all the support services, as well as structural checks 
on the remainder of the wall. 
 In addition to this, we will undertake landscap-
ing and shading works in the ground transportation 
areas. This was a requirement of planning for the 
original scheme and yet another area of the project 
that remains unsatisfactory. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is anticipated that 
the dock will be completely finished, with safe berthing 
of cruise ships two to four months into the closed sea-
son; for a long-term structure with low-maintenance 
issues, possibly 12 to 18 months or longer, depending 
on available funds and the outcomes of our ongoing 
investigations. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, there has also been 
some talk about galvanized steel that should have 
been used in the project in accordance with the code. 
There was even an article in a local newspaper re-
cently by an overseas zinc association claiming that 
the Ministry had broken away from a 50-year tradition. 
To that comment, I would reply that this quote is from 
someone with perhaps a vested interest for a particu-
lar zinc association. Therefore, I would expect him to 
say that galvanizing is essential, zinc being the mate-
rial coating used in galvanizing. 
 Ironically, Madam Deputy Speaker, it is inter-
esting to note that they echoed our previous com-
ments to the press that stated (open quotes), “The 
most cost-effective and efficient method of minimizing 
the risk of rebar corrosion is to ensure that the con-
crete cover over the reinforcement is of adequate 
thickness and that the concrete itself is dense and 
impermeable” (closed quotes). 

 The author also states that galvanizing works 
in these circumstances only delays the onset of corro-
sion, and there is not a solution to corrosion, but it is 
only part of the solution. It is hardly a convincing ar-
gument if the quality of construction is clearly a most 
important factor. We have, however, added corrosion 
inhibitors and additives to prevent water ingress, thus 
protecting the rebar more effectively. 
 In addition, we are investigating the most ef-
fective manner of adding cathodic protection to the 
new and existing structures. Therefore, there is no 
need for galvanizing, as this would have added costs 
and time to the project. 
 And as for tradition, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
to this I would also say the argument does not sit very 
well with a science-based industry, with constantly 
improving and evolving technology. In fact, virtually 
anything done that is 50 years old is outdated. The 
grades and types of steel we use have all changed, as 
have the grades of concrete. We often use modern 
materials such as Carbon Fibre and Kevlar. Paint sys-
tems also are very different and change every few 
years. In fact, virtually all material elements of con-
struction have evolved over the past 50 years. So the 
question begs, Why would we still use the same form 
of rebar protection? 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, residential buildings 
are a little different, as the loads and strengths in-
volved are so low as to be insignificant in comparison 
to the structures that we are designing. So possible 
bond stress losses due to use of galvanizing on rein-
forcement rod is less pertinent. Indeed, many materi-
als that we used 50 years ago are still used, such as 
timbre, slate and block in residential building. And for 
clarity, the Building Officials and Code Administrators 
International (the BOCA Code), which is valid, as I 
have stated in previous press releases, does not 
specify galvanizing. 
 Further, Madam Deputy Speaker, allow me to 
quote from the American Concrete Institute Manual of 
Concrete Practice 2010 on protection of metals and 
concrete against corrosion. It lists the measures in the 
order of importance, as follows: 

1. “design and construction practices that maxi-
mise the protection afforded by the Portland 
Cement Concrete; 

2. treatments that penetrate or are applied to the 
surface of the reinforced concrete member to 
prevent the entry of chloride ion into the con-
crete; and  

3. techniques that prevent the corrosion of the 
steel directly. 
 
In category 3, two approaches are possible—

“to use corrosion-resistant steel or to nullify the effects 
of chloride ions on unprotected reinforcement” (closed 
quotes). 
 So you will see, Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
least important element is the steel itself, the most 
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important being the prevention. The common corro-
sion-resistant steels are stainless steel, epoxy-coated 
bars and galvanized bars, in that order (galvanizing 
being the 50-year-old traditional method that has 
drawbacks). Methods of nullifying the effects of corro-
sion are inhibitors, penetration reduction admixtures 
and cathodic protection, all of which we are using. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, based on the tech-
nical information above, it has been quite difficult for 
our team to communicate the facts to the media, who 
clearly have limited understanding of the subject and 
somehow seem to have formed a firm opinion on the 
matter, based on vested interested parties and no sci-
entific evidence, as well as quoting anonymous 
sources. 
 The Ministry has engineers on staff with ex-
tensive experience and knowledge of modern con-
struction techniques, including measures to combat 
corrosion and enhance the durability of structures. 
These issues have been at the forefront of engineer-
ing in many countries over the past decade, where 
whole-life costs or the reduction of maintenance costs 
have become driving factors in design decision-
making. 
 Our engineers have worked closely with engi-
neers of international standing with a vast amount of 
marine design experience to find a design solution 
that is both strong enough to berth this mega ship and 
will remain a valuable asset long into the future. The 
specification of galvanized rebar was not considered 
the correct choice in this circumstance. Indeed, if fur-
ther protection against corrosion was to be consid-
ered, then there are other approaches that we would 
have considered ahead of galvanizing, which can in-
troduce potential weaknesses in heavily loaded struc-
tures. 
 So, just let me be clear in saying again that: 

1. It is not correct to say that galvanizing is the 
right way to go.  

2. It is not correct to say that it is a code re-
quirement for this structure.  

3. It is not modern professional practise to spec-
ify galvanizing for major civil structures. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I hope that this 

overview of the Heritage Wharf construction project 
has cleared up most of the questions of my col-
leagues. However, should there be anything further, I 
will encourage the same to be submitted to me by way 
of Parliamentary Questions, to which I will be more 
than glad to respond. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Ministerial Statements? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Sylvan 
D. Richards, Minister of Environment and Planning. 

 You have the floor. 
 

ADOPTION OF GOVERNMENT PROTOCOL AND 
PROCEDURES FOR SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT 

ORDERS 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 I rise today to advise this Honourable House 
of a promise made and a promise kept. Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, you might recall that this OBA Govern-
ment made a pledge in its election platform to (open 
quotes) “review special development orders protocols 
granted to the Minister of the Environment in order to 
ensure that the process is clearly articulated, trans-
parent and fair” (close quotes). 
 I am pleased to report, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that this is a promise made and a promise 
kept. One of the first priorities the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Planning undertook was this promised re-
view. We acknowledged the decision of the previous 
Government to make legislative changes to ensure 
that special development orders are now subject to 
legislative scrutiny. We have now taken the next step 
of implementing a protocol to guide the request for 
consideration of and grant of special development 
orders, thereby enabling the Minister responsible to 
be fully informed about all planning policy, technical 
and national issues prior to making a decision. 
 When necessary, the Minister will also re-
quest that environmental impact studies be conducted 
prior to a decision being made. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, SDOs are a grant of planning permission 
issued by the Minister responsible for planning mat-
ters under section 15 of the Development and Plan-
ning Act 1974. Typically, SDOs have been granted in 
the past for projects deemed to have been of national 
importance, but not supportable by the adopted de-
velopment plan. In such a scenario, the Development 
Applications Board (or DAB) could not grant planning 
permission. 
 Contrary to what is often suggested, the grant 
of an SDO is not a backdoor method to grant planning 
permission. In fact, it is a legitimate method to grant 
planning approval, anticipated by the legislature in 
1974. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this Government is 
acutely aware of the public disquiet and the adverse 
media publicity that have surrounded the grant of 
SDOs in recent times. Some of the issues that cause 
concern include direct approaches to Ministers or 
Members of Cabinet by developers, with no input from 
technical officers or advisory bodies; the granting of 
SDOs without supporting studies to identify and ad-
dress potentially adverse environmental effect; the 
drafting of SDOs without the input of technical officers; 
and the approval of the SDOs based on inadequate 
information. 
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 We recognise that such processes lead to a 
lack of public confidence in general, and in the plan-
ning system in particular. It is therefore important that 
a protocol and set of procedures be put in place. 
While some decisions regarding SDOs might still be 
unpopular in certain quarters, the public can rest as-
sured that this decision was taken only after full con-
sideration of all relevant issues. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the grant of SDOs 
will be governed by a set of principles. In general, 
SDOs will only be made for projects deemed to be of 
national significance and importance. Secondly, it 
would not be appropriate to grant an SDO where a 
proposal could be made to conform to the provisions 
of the adopted development plan and therefore be 
subject to the normal planning application approval 
process. And thirdly, any potential SDOs should follow 
the normal procedures for planning application in 
terms of registration, publicity and consultations. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, a key component of 
this new protocol is that all SDOs should follow the 
normal consultation and assessment procedures for a 
planning application. The critical difference, however, 
is that the Minister, and subsequently the legislature, 
rather than the Development Applications Board, 
would make the decision to grant planning approval or 
not. 
 The recommended protocol and procedures 
will encourage supporting technical studies to be 
submitted as required as an integral part of the proc-
ess. While some developers may be reluctant to do 
this, fundamentally it is part of established best prac-
tice in other jurisdictions and, arguably, grounded 
firmly in planning case law. The key is for early en-
gagement in the process by developers, whereas too 
often their first contact with technical officers is when 
plans are at an advanced stage. 
 Early engagement of technical officers can 
also assist developers in overcoming potential prob-
lems associated with a scheme that might delay it at a 
later stage, particularly if there are key infrastructure 
issues to consider. 
 When considering an SDO, the Department of 
Planning will prepare a full report on the planning is-
sues of the case and will then make a recommenda-
tion to the Development Applications Board, who in 
turn will make a recommendation to the Minister. The 
Minister will then seek the support of his colleagues 
and Cabinet before presenting the order to both 
houses of the legislature for debate. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the adoption of a 
protocol and set of procedures will require the coop-
eration of all relevant Ministries of Government. It will 
result in a more open and transparent form of deci-
sion-making consistent with good practice. This does 
not mean that a development of national importance 
will be rejected where there is the potential for envi-
ronmental harm to arise. It remains for the decision-
makers in Planning, the Minister and then the legisla-

ture to balance all the issues and attach weight to 
each in reaching a decision that may or may not be 
popular. 

The important factor is that such a decision 
will be seen to be made in a fully transparent, in-
formed way and will thus maintain the credibility of the 
planning system and of the Government. This proce-
dure will ensure that the decision is made in the best 
interests of Bermuda.  

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Ministerial Statements? 
 The Chair recognises Dr. the Hon. E. Grant 
Gibbons, Minister of Economic Development. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

I have, actually, three Statements, and I will 
just proceed through them. And if you do not mind, I 
will do them in a slightly different order than on the 
Order Paper. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

 
AVIATION POLICY CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The first Statement 
concerns Aviation Policy Consultative Conference 
[APCC]. 

I wish to inform this Honourable House of an 
aviation conference that I attended with the Perma-
nent Secretary of the Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment. His Excellency the Governor also attended as 
part of his responsibility for oversight of the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation. 

We were invited by the Right Honourable 
Simon Burns, MP, the Minister of State, the Depart-
ment for Transport, the DfT in the United Kingdom, to 
attend the Inaugural Aviation Policy Consultative Con-
ference or APCC. The conference was held on Thurs-
day, May 16th, at the Department for Transport Head-
quarters in London. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the UK prepared a 
White Paper in 2012 which highlighted the importance 
of a safe and prosperous aviation industry to the 
growth and economic development of the overseas 
territories. Air Safety Support International (ASSI) is a 
subsidiary of the UK Civil Aviation Authority, which 
supports the development of their safety regulations 
and provides safety assurance. 

Last year, the ASSI board commissioned an 
independent review of the ASSI’s governance ar-
rangements. Madam Deputy Speaker, one of the re-
sults of the review was the establishment of two new 
forums. The first forum, the Overseas Territories 
Safety and Performance Council, is a working-level 
group involving the regulators, which will focus on 
technical issues. Our Director of Civil Aviation, Mr. 
Thomas Dunstan, will be attending these meetings. 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, the second forum is 
the Aviation Policy Consultative Conference. This is 
the conference that we in fact attended. This com-
prised a strategic group to consider high-level aviation 
policy issues. This brought together several Overseas 
Territory and Crown dependency Ministers, Governors 
and high-level civil servants. The Governors of Ber-
muda, Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, the Falkland 
Islands, Montserrat, and Turks and Caicos were in 
attendance, as well as Ministers from each of those 
islands, as well as Guernsey and the Isle of Man. 
There were also senior representatives of the Cayman 
Islands, Gibraltar and Jersey. 

The UK was represented by the Right Hon-
ourable Simon Burns, the Minister of State for the De-
partment for Transport, and a large delegation from 
the Department for Transport, International Aviation 
Safety and Environment Division. Mr. Adam Simmons 
is the Chair of that division, and he was the moderator 
of the forum. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the conference cov-
ered a wide variety of aviation-related topics, including 
aviation emissions trading, ASSI governance, UK pol-
icy on offshore aircraft registers, the provision of acci-
dent investigation services by the Air Accidents Inves-
tigation Branch (the AAIB) and local charging 
schemes for regulatory services. However, the most 
pertinent topic that we advocated for was the ratifica-
tion of the Cape Town Convention [and Aircraft Proto-
col] by the United Kingdom and its extension to over-
seas territories. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Cape Town 
Convention is a treaty establishing international rules 
covering property rights of mobile equipment such as 
aircraft and aircraft engines. The United Kingdom 
signed the Cape Town Convention in 2001, but needs 
to ratify the convention for it to take force. The UK 
Department for Business Innovation and Skills is lead-
ing on work to ratify the convention and the associ-
ated Aircraft Protocol. This department issued a Call 
for Evidence, which closed in October 2010, to which 
Bermuda, along with the Cayman Islands and the 
Falkland Islands, responded. 

Without ratification, the UK cannot extend the 
benefits of the treaty to Bermuda and other overseas 
territories. Other countries, including the Netherlands, 
have ratified the treaty and extended it to their territo-
ries. Consequently, we are at a strategic disadvantage 
to the Netherlands Antilles, such as Aruba, which 
openly markets ascension to the Cape Town Conven-
tion as a sales pitch for their registry. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, put simply, the intent 
behind the Convention is to facilitate the acquisition 
and financing of aircraft. It provides mechanisms that 
clarify priority and security interests over international 
assets. The Convention also seeks to provide credi-
tors with a range of remedies for enforcement of their 
rights or interests, including means for a swift interim 

relief at times without the necessity for judicial inter-
vention. 

The Convention seeks to provide financiers, 
lessors and creditors in the aviation market greater 
confidence when granting credit. In practice, it also 
has had the benefit of lowering costs of financing due 
to decreased credit risk. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, as mentioned in the 
Throne Speech, the development of our aircraft regis-
try is an important component of our economic mix. 
We will continue to advocate for favourable treatment 
and work to get our registry back on a strong footing. 
Thank you. 
 

BERMUDASAT-1 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The second State-
ment, Madam Deputy Speaker, concerns Bermu-
daSat-1. 
 I wish to update this Honourable House on 
recent significant developments in our efforts to create 
a Bermuda satellite network. 

On April 13th, 2013, Bermuda’s planned satel-
lite network, known as BermudaSat-1, commenced 
operations after the EchoStar-6 satellite was moved 
into Bermuda’s orbital position located at 96.2° WL 
[west longitude]. This was the key step in a multi-year 
effort to develop Bermuda’s space industry. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, this House will be 
aware that in 1983, as a result of the vision of the late 
Honourable Member Dr. John Stubbs, the Interna-
tional Telecommunications Union (that is, the ITU) 
allocated four satellite orbital slots to Bermuda. Three 
of these are for broadcasting satellite services for di-
rect-to-home reception. They are located at 31° WL, 
92.3° WL and at 96.2° WL. The fourth slot, located at 
37.1° WL, is for fixed satellite services for commercial 
communications. The orbital slots located at 96.2° WL 
and 31° WL are exclusive to Bermuda. 37.1° WL is 
also exclusive to Bermuda, whereas 92.3° WL is 
shared with several Caribbean countries. 

In 2004, satellite consulting firm, Access Part-
nership, advised the Government that the satellite’s 
orbital slot, located at 96.2° WL, was the most com-
mercially viable slot. In April 2005, through the United 
Kingdom regulator, Ofcom, the Government provided 
an application to the ITU to activate the 96.2° WL slot. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, once an application 
is made, under international rules, a country then has 
eight years to bring its satellite network into use. In 
practical terms, this means that a fully operational 
satellite must be moved into that orbital slot and also 
fulfil certain ITU requirements. Failure to “bring into 
use” within the eight-year window results in the expira-
tion of the allowed period and the loss of any right to 
retain or commercialise that slot. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the deadline for 
Bermuda was April 14th, 2013. Honourable Members 
will recall that a previous attempt to bring this slot into 
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use was hampered by an application submitted to Of-
com by the Isle of Man for a similar orbital location. In 
April 2008, Ofcom informed Bermuda that it would 
finalise the Isle of Man application at the ITU. Ber-
muda was opposed to this decision and applied for 
judicial review. Although the high court ruled in favour 
of Ofcom, in 2010, the Isle of Man application expired, 
unused. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, SES, the world’s 
second-largest operator, has been working with Ber-
muda to identify a suitable in-orbit satellite. In Febru-
ary of this year, SES did indeed identify an in-orbit 
asset, and this satellite is EchoStar VI. 

I am delighted to inform this House that on 
April 13th, 2013, Bermuda’s planned satellite network, 
known as BermudaSat-1, commenced operations af-
ter the EchoStar VI satellite was successfully moved 
into Bermuda’s orbital position at 96.2° WL. 
EchoStar VI is owned and operated by EchoStar Sat-
ellite Operating Company, under licence from the 
United States Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC). The EchoStar Corporation, headquartered in 
Englewood, Colorado, is a premier global provider of 
satellite operations and video delivery solutions. 

Despite many prior years of frustration and 
considerable expense, this Government has now 
brought Bermuda’s satellite slot into use, subject to 
some final IT requirements, and also has plans for a 
satellite communication system as part of a wider ef-
fort to diversify the economy and develop Bermuda’s 
skills and economic base. 

There is a mandatory 90-day waiting period 
during which the satellite must demonstrate that it is 
operationally viable. This means, barring any unfore-
seen problems, that by mid-July, the satellite deployed 
at 96.2° WL will become a commercially viable asset. 
With this, BermudaSat-1 will receive international rec-
ognition and protection through the United Nations 
International Telecommunication Union. This under-
taking allows Bermuda to participate in the more than 
$80 billion-a-year broadcast satellite industry, for tele-
vision, radio and broadband, and positions it as a 
broadcast hub for this region. 

While the current plans are to offer maritime 
services and broadcast services in the Caribbean and 
Latin America, a specialised, more powerful satellite 
could also be built to expand services from this orbital 
position. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, Bermuda’s licensing 
regime for satellite networks is defined in the Satellite 
Network Notification and Coordination Regulations 
2007 and assigns the Minister responsible for Tele-
communications as the licensing authority for these 
networks. To this end, I have issued two of the three 
certificates, which are prerequisites for a full operating 
licence, and work is progressing on finalising the re-
maining certificate, as well as the licence. The final 
document will be a separate agreement which will de-

fine the commercial terms by which Bermuda will al-
low SES to use its orbital asset. 

In order to initiate the bringing into use activ-
ity, which is an ITU requirement to ensure that Ber-
mudaSat-1 does not expire, EchoStar was required to 
obtain the approval of the FCC to relocate EchoStar 
VI from its previous location at 77° WL to its current 
location at 96.2° WL. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, despite the last-
minute objections of a Dutch registered network, the 
FCC gave their approval on April 1st, 2013. 
EchoStar VI arrived at its new orbital residence on 
April 13th, 2013, one day before the deadline. 
 
[Desk thumping] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, it would be remiss of me not to express sin-
cere gratitude for the diligent work of the Ministry of 
Economic Development, the Department of Telecom-
munications, Government House and the Assistant 
Cabinet Secretary with responsibility for policy. Simi-
larly, thanks must also go to the UK Embassy in 
Washington, DC, and Ofcom for their numerous sub-
missions and their sustained and coordinated lobbying 
effort on Bermuda’s behalf before the FCC. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 

CEDARBRIDGE ACADEMY’S 2010 AUDITED FI-
NANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: My final Statement 
concerns the CedarBridge Academy 2010 audited 
financial statements. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to in-
form my honourable colleagues that I have tabled the 
audited financial statements for the CedarBridge 
Academy for the years ended 31st of March 2010. 
While the Education Act 1996 does not require that 
these statements be tabled, the substantive Minister 
of Education, Senator the Honourable Nalton Brang-
man, is of the view that the affairs of any entity which 
receives Government funding must be transparent 
and open to public scrutiny. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, during the summer 
of 2010, the Department of Internal Audit performed 
an operational review of CedarBridge Academy. The 
objective of the review was to assess the existence, 
adequacy and operating effectiveness of controls for 
the period April 1st, 2009, to March 31st, 2010, associ-
ated with key elements of business operations that 
are managed by CedarBridge. 
 The internal audit report noted significant defi-
ciencies in the quality, adequacy and completeness of 
financial records, as well as the absence of formalised 
operational policies and procedures, a lack of segre-
gation of duties, and needed process improvements 
for the Board of Governors to comply with the Educa-
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tion Act 1996 and effectively exercise its oversight 
role. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, during the fiscal 
year 2011/12, the Office of the Auditor General exam-
ined the accounts, financial transactions and financial 
statements of CedarBridge Academy for the year 
ended March 31st, 2009. The Auditor General then 
expressed an opinion on the financial statements of 
CedarBridge in the form of an auditor’s report on 
whether the financial statements are presented fairly 
in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in Bermuda and Canada. During 2012/13, 
the Office of the Auditor General performed a similar 
audit for the year ended March 31st, 2010. 
 In the course of the Auditor General’s exami-
nation of the fiscal years 2008/09 and 2009/10—that 
is, the year previous to and the same year as that re-
viewed by the Department of Internal Audit—the Audi-
tor General also identified serious deficiencies in the 
CedarBridge Academy’s system of internal controls 
and overall control environment. Audit points and con-
cerns expressed by the Auditor General included defi-
ciencies in the areas of corporate governance, com-
pliance with the Education Act 1996 in terms of length 
of tenure of certain board members, employment con-
tracts, financial management, and internal control 
policies and segregation of duties. 
 As a consequence, the Auditor General was 
not able to satisfy herself that all revenue and ex-
penses of CedarBridge Academy had been reflected, 
nor was she able to satisfy herself that recorded 
transactions represented valid transactions of Cedar-
Bridge Academy. As such, the Auditor General denied 
expressing an opinion in her reports dated March 30th, 
2012, for fiscal year 2008/09, and November 27th, 
2012, for fiscal year 2009/10. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is important to 
place this information within the context that on No-
vember 8th, 2010, a new Board of Governors was ap-
pointed by the former Education Minister. That new 
board immediately prepared an action plan in re-
sponse to the internal audit findings and recommen-
dations of the internal audit, with targeted dates for 
completion. 

When the Director of Internal Audit issued her 
report on January 28th, 2011, the same month the new 
board held its first meeting, there was not much that 
the board could have done to affect the financials that 
were related to the years March 31st, 2010, and 
March 31st, 2011. As a result, similar audit findings 
and a denial of opinion by the Auditor General was 
also expected for CedarBridge Academy’s 2011 fi-
nancial statements. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the new board re-
sponded proactively to the situation they inherited at 
CedarBridge Academy in 2010 and put in place sev-
eral processes in order to approve the financial over-
sight the board holds over the school. These included: 

• the hiring of a qualified professional account-
ant; 

• modifying processes to attain a greater de-
gree of segregation of duties; 

• enhancing financial and internal controls;  
• implementing monthly reporting of financial 

results to the Finance Chair of the Board of 
Governors; 

• providing targeted training on CedarBridge’s 
financial system to personnel in the finance 
office; 

• changing practices to document and support 
transactions more adequately; and 

• implementing the requirements for two author-
ised signatories for the approval of online pay-
roll transactions. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to re-

port that the current members of the Board of Gover-
nors appointed by this Government effective Janu-
ary 1st, 2013, are fully aware of these audit reports 
and are continuing to exercise oversight and appro-
priate levels of monitoring to ensure that the recom-
mended corrective actions are fully implemented. 
 Most importantly, the board is committed to 
working with the Auditor General’s Office to get 
caught up on the audits, as the current financial re-
porting processes that were put in place allow for 
more efficient and timely audits to take place. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other Ministerial 
Statements? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable E. T. 
Richards, Minister of Finance. You have the floor. 
 
UK AND US FOREIGN ACCOUNT TRANSACTION 

COMPLIANCE ACT INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
MODEL 2 NEGOTIATIONS–UPDATE  

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise today to advise 
the Honourable Members of this House of the devel-
opments regarding the UK and US Foreign Account 
Transaction Compliance Act (aka FATCA) into gov-
ernmental Model 2 negotiations. As Honourable 
Members would be aware, the United States, under 
the HIRE [Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment] 
Act 2010, created the Foreign Account Tax Compli-
ance Act, or FATCA. 

The intent behind FATCA is to keep US per-
sons from hiding in common assets overseas and re-
quires foreign financial institutions to perform in-
creased due diligence on US clients with worldwide 
investments and accounts, or face a 30 per cent with-
holding tax on those US client investments and ac-
counts. 
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The United States proposed two reporting 
methods for institutions or governments worldwide to 
report this information to the IRS, in the form of an 
intergovernmental agreement, or IGA, IGA Model 1 or 
an IGA Model 2. These agreements allow the US 
Treasury and the governments of jurisdictions or fi-
nancial institutions in those jurisdictions worldwide to 
exchange information on US clients’ investments and 
accounts. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, under IGA Model 1, 
the financial institutions worldwide would be required 
to provide US client data to their government authori-
ties, who would vet the information for correctness 
and accuracy before making an annual filing to the 
IRS. Under this model, jurisdictions like Bermuda, 
which do not have an income tax system or central 
filing system to register account data on personal in-
come, would face a mammoth task of creating a se-
cure IT structure and legal platform. 

There would also be the need to hire addi-
tional Government personnel to vet the information 
being deposited from the various financial institutions 
within a particular jurisdiction. 

Simply put, IGA Model 1 translates into in-
creased costs for the Government and creates an op-
portunity for legal proceedings against the Govern-
ment by the US clients of the various financial institu-
tions should the filings to the IRS be incorrect. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, under IGA Model 2, 
a jurisdiction would elect to create a single piece of 
legislation to require its financial institutions to register 
with the IRS directly and submit annual filings of its 
US clients’ accounts and investments to the IRS di-
rectly. Under IGA Model 2, the Government is not in-
volved in the annual reporting process, but will ensure 
compliance with the above-mentioned legislation. The 
Government will also assist the IRS in investigations 
of non-compliance—in the Act, they are called “recal-
citrant US clients”—in the form of group requests for 
information under the US/Bermuda Tax Information 
Exchange Agreement (the US/Bermuda TIEA). 

Madam Deputy Speaker, Bermuda was in a 
very unique position as we actually had a choice as to 
which IGA model we could choose. Most other juris-
dictions were not afforded this option because they all 
have had data protection legislation, which conflicts 
with the IGA Model 2 provisions, which require finan-
cial institutions to report to the IRS directly. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I can advise that ex-
tensive consultation with industry stakeholders and 
information or discussions with the US Treasury be-
gan in June 2012. During this consultation, the Minis-
try of Finance officials collected the views and con-
cerns of industry stakeholders. The Ministry carefully 
weighed the views and concerns of industry stake-
holders, as well as the national interests. And on 
April 30th, 2013, at the final industry stakeholder con-
sultation, I announced to industry representatives the 
intention to recommend to the Cabinet of Bermuda 

that Bermuda should negotiate a US IGA Model 2, for 
various reasons. 

The most important reason for this decision 
was that the US IGA Model 2 best suits Bermuda’s 
Tax Information Exchange Agreement relationship 
with the US. Honourable Members will be aware that 
our current relationship with the US provides signifi-
cant benefits to our economy and should not be dis-
turbed. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the UK was the first 
signatory to the US FATCA and signed an IGA 
Model 1 Agreement. Honourable Members will recall 
that in the international media, it was announced that 
the UK, along with four other members of the EU—
France, Germany, Italy and Spain—would also sign 
up to US FATCA IGA Model 1. The UK subsequently 
encouraged a G5 multilateral initiative in which it 
would encourage an EU-wide FATCA regime based 
on the US FATCA models. 

In October 2012, HM Treasury wrote to the 
Crown dependencies and the overseas territories, 
instructing us that it encourages the Crown depend-
encies and the overseas territories to sign a FATCA 
Inter-Governmental Agreement with the US. It was 
also noted that the UK would require the Crown de-
pendencies and overseas territories to also sign a 
similar agreement with the UK, based upon whichever 
model the respective territories had agreed with the 
US. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I can report to Hon-
ourable Members that since early 2012, the Ministry of 
Finance has been conducting informal negotiations 
with the US Treasury relating to the products and enti-
ties that would be deemed compliant or would be ex-
empt from reporting requirements, based on US 
FATCA Regulations. 

On April 30th, 2013, I released a press state-
ment announcing the decision by Cabinet to begin 
negotiations on US FATCA IGA Model  2. In that 
press statement, a senior US Treasury official, Mr. 
Mazur, endorsed Bermuda’s announcement to nego-
tiate and sign an inter-governmental treaty with the 
US. Ministry of Finance officials and key industry rep-
resentatives have begun formal official negotiations 
on US FATCA IGA Model 2 and will begin with US 
Treasury officials next week in Washington, DC. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, with regard to the 
UK FATCA initiative, I am pleased to announce HM 
Treasury officials visited Bermuda on May 22nd, 2013, 
to participate in negotiations with the Bermuda FATCA 
team, which included Ministry of Finance officials and 
key industry representatives at the Ministry of Finance 
Headquarters. 

May I add my personal thanks to our industry 
stakeholders, all of whom are providing their time and 
expertise to the Government at no charge. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Ministry of Fi-
nance intends to conclude and initial both the US and 
UK IGA Model 2 documents by the end of this sum-
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mer, with a view to signing both sets of FATCA Inter-
Governmental Agreements as soon as possible. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any further Statements? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Shawn 
G. Crockwell, Minister of Tourism, Development and 
Transport. You have the floor. 
 
CARIBBEAN HOTEL AND RESORT INVESTMENT 

SUMMIT (CHRIS) 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Madam Deputy Speaker, I have two 
Statements. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to provide a 
report of a recent conference I attended in Miami, 
Florida, the Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment 
Summit, or known as CHRIS. 

The conference was held on May 6th and 7th 
at the JW Marriot Marquis Hotel in Miami, Florida, and 
attended by hundreds of delegates involved in all as-
pects of hotel and resort development, including Gov-
ernment officials, developers, investors, lenders and 
hotel operators. 

I was accompanied by Tourism Authority 
Chairman Designate, Mr. David Dodwell. It was a 
most productive and enlightening conference—and a 
badly needed wake-up call for Bermuda. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, it is clear that 2012 
was a turnaround year for most of our competitors to 
the south, such as the Bahamas, Barbados and 
Puerto Rico, which experienced an increase in tour-
ism in terms of tourism revenue, occupancy and de-
mand. Not so for Bermuda. 

I also learned of the significant hotel devel-
opments in places like Puerto Rico and the Dominican 
Republic. For example, in the Dominican Republic 
alone, there are 10 major developments worth ap-
proximately $2.5 billion. In the Bahamas, they are de-
veloping the Baha Mar Resort, which will comprise 
four hotels, with a combined 2,200 rooms and more 
than 300 private residences. This is helping their 
economy tremendously with increasing employment, 
so much so that there are not enough locals to fill the 
jobs and guest workers are expected to come to the 
Island to service this resort. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, it is a sobering real-
ity that 2012 was a turnaround year for Caribbean 
tourism, yet in Bermuda our tourism numbers were 
down 6 per cent, GDP contribution from tourism was 
down and we are, unfortunately, still in decline. 

It became crystal clear to me at the CHRIS 
conference that we are no longer considered players 
in the hotel investment arena. As a country, we must 
decide if we want to be in the tourism business or not. 

It is clear that gaming features prominently in 
jurisdictions like the Bahamas and Puerto Rico. In-

deed, when I asked the question of how important 
gaming was to the jurisdiction, specifically Puerto 
Rico, I was told it was crucial in getting new hotel de-
velopments to that country. To date, their gaming has 
been geared more towards local residents and con-
sisted mainly of slot machines, as they provide much-
needed revenue, but mainly attracted few visitors. 
However, they are now shifting to table games to 
bring new visitors to the Island. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I heard a presenta-
tion from the Premier of Montserrat and from the Dep-
uty Executive Director of the Puerto Rico Tourism 
Company. They highlighted their primary competition, 
and at no time was there any mention of Bermuda. 

So this is a clear challenge to me as Minister 
and us as a country. We must make substantial shifts 
in our approach to tourism. We must make changes, 
going forward. Those presenters from the financial 
community made clear that it is still a difficult environ-
ment for hotel development—banks are very cautious 
in lending, and private equity is difficult to obtain. For 
these countries to entice developers, the Government 
must play a significant role in helping by providing fi-
nancial incentives which become game changers. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, to achieve these 
game changers to attract development, this Govern-
ment will lay the Gaming Referendum Bill this session, 
and we expect to hold a referendum at the end of 
summer or beginning of fall. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I will add that it is 
imperative for our tourism revival that the referendum 
is supported. 

In other developments, in our efforts to 
strengthen and reinvent our tourism industry, the 
Tourism Authority statutory framework will be debated 
before the end of this session as well. This will signifi-
cantly change the structure of how the tourism indus-
try is managed in Bermuda. We will also, for the first 
time ever, host our own hotel developer’s investment 
summit in late June. We have invited blue-chip devel-
opers, hotel investors and advisors to Bermuda and 
expect 13 representatives from this arena to discuss 
investing in Bermuda, to share their experiences 
elsewhere and to tell us how Government can enable 
investment. 

Some of the participants include: 
• the Associate Director of Hospitality & Real 

Estate, CIBC First Caribbean Bank; 
• the Senior Vice President, Development, of 

Hilton Worldwide; 
• the founder of Dolphin Capital Partners; 
• the Vice President, Managed Development, 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts; 
• Director of Development, Four Seasons Ho-

tels; and 
• the Co-Chair, Global Hospitality Practice, 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP. 
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The Government representation will be the 
Cabinet Economic Development Committee led by the 
Honourable Premier, Mr. Craig Cannonier, and in-
cludes myself; Finance Minister, Mr. Bob Richards; 
Minister of Public Works, Mr. Trevor Moniz; and Minis-
ter of Home Affairs, Mr. Michael Fahy. 

The summit, which will be closed to the public 
and media, will be a day of intense sessions with 
these individuals, facilitated by an independent, out-
side person who is well-respected in the industry. A 
report will be prepared summarising the conclusions 
reached. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, whilst at the Miami 
conference, Mr. Dodwell and I met with leading inves-
tors and developers. We were able to make significant 
contacts, and some of them will attend our summit in 
Bermuda. Once we have concluded our summit, I in-
tend to produce a White Paper containing recommen-
dations to bring to Parliament so that Bermuda can 
finally move forward with much-needed development 
and assistance to existing hotels, to reinvigorate our 
tourism sector. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Do you have a second? 
 

SEA EXPRESS SERVICE—NEW FERRY  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, Members of this Honourable House may 
recall that back in March, I announced that my Minis-
try was advancing plans to charter a ferry to supple-
ment our existing Sea Express ferry service. The ra-
tionale of this stemmed from the planned introduction 
of the largest cruise ship to call in Bermuda, the Nor-
wegian Breakaway, which is scheduled to make 22 
trips this season, carrying over 4,000 passengers. The 
chartered vessel Millennium will provide additional lift 
capacity and will also provide relief to the existing fleet 
of ferries that are faced with increased maintenance 
demands associated with sustaining operations with 
an ageing local ferry fleet. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, as much as we 
strive to provide a reliable marine public transportation 
network, the complexities of these ferries in mechani-
cal, electrical and electronic terms can make timely 
diagnostics and repair a challenge. As a result of the 
increased vessel age, the department has over the 
last 12 months sought extensive assistance from 
overseas vendors in order to overcome technical chal-
lenges with onboard systems that may intermittently 
malfunction and ultimately threaten to cause a sus-
tained service interruption. 
 While an extensive work programme was em-
barked upon by Marine and Port staff through the 
2012/13 winter months to prepare our ferry fleet for 
this current cruise season, it was clear that certain 
repair milestones could not be met. 

 Madam Deputy Speaker, it should be pointed 
out that work on the jet propulsion systems on any 
one of our four jet propelled ferries outfitted with four 
engines and four jet systems each requires that the 
boat be removed from the water at Dockyard, one at a 
time, using the only slipway cradle in Bermuda able to 
accommodate vessels of this size. 

I wish to highlight the hard work of the de-
partment’s technical personnel and all other staff 
members who played a supporting role with vessel 
slipping and maintenance functions. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, even our Dockyard 
facilities are proving an increasingly challenging envi-
ronment to perform shipyard work, given the tourism 
and retail developments nearby, and on some occa-
sions an onshore wind direction meant that repair 
work had health and safety implications and has had 
to be suspended. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Ministry of Tour-
ism, Development and Transport has certain short- 
and long-term goals, and this charter ferry will assist 
us in both time frames whereby the public transport 
capacity challenges of today will be overcome, while 
the long-term vision for the cruise industry at the East 
End of Bermuda is still being considered. Meanwhile, 
we must continue to transport our visitors from our 
cruise hub at the West End to the East End of the Is-
land if the full beneficial impact of the cruise season is 
to be felt Island-wide. 

The assignment of the Millennium, with her 
400-passenger capacity on the longer Dockyard to St. 
George’s route provides consistency in lift capacity, 
with the opportunity for any passenger overflows to be 
catered for by a supplementary ferry pickup, using our 
own fast ferry fleet as and when it is available. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, as I also previously 
stated, the Millennium will provide added flexibility in 
the department’s maintenance regime, whereby our 
own boats can be systematically removed from ser-
vice for mechanical work, including potential engine 
replacement should this be required. Such pre-
planned preventative maintenance work may be as 
simple as an engine oil change. But it still takes time, 
and this is one item that we must undertake religiously 
if continued good engine function is to be sustained. 
Serious engine failures can be avoided with a proper 
maintenance schedule, and this downtime allows an-
cillary equipment, including generator, air conditioning 
and Lloyd’s Register classification survey work to all 
be undertaken in a timely and comprehensive man-
ner. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the demands on the 
Sea Express fleet are very real, with early morning 
and evening commuter service to be fulfilled, while the 
remainder of the day is focused on providing cruise 
passenger lift between Dockyard and Hamilton, and 
Dockyard to St. George’s. We endeavour to reach a 
position that the only boat out of service becomes the 
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boat that we deliberately pull from service for sched-
uled maintenance. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the contractual 
agreement for the ferry charter will cost the Govern-
ment $1.25 million. A portion of this cost will be offset 
by the projected increase of $420,000 in revenues 
from the purchase of the transportation passes fre-
quently used by visitors. These passes were recently 
increased by 25 per cent effective April 1st, 2013. 

Other peripheral costs relating to crew and 
vessel operations and insurance were always going to 
be additional. And they amount to approximately 
$190,000, and these costs will also be potentially off-
set by anticipated reduction in cost to operate the ex-
isting fleet, including $100,000 in reduced overtime 
and improved efficiencies with reduction in unplanned 
maintenance and additional shift work that currently 
occurs when there are disruptions in service. Madam 
Deputy Speaker, there could also be even greater 
savings in this area. 

For the duration of the six-month calendar, the 
crew supplied by the owner in the form of a captain 
and chief engineer will remain with the vessel, as-
sisted by four locally supplied crew. A temporary US 
mate will hand over his responsibilities to a Bermudian 
mate over the next two weeks, once a period of vessel 
safety familiarisation has been completed. 

The vessel was subject to both US and Ber-
muda safety inspections prior to commencing pas-
senger service, and with final gangway and fendering 
modifications completed Monday morning, the vessel 
commenced scheduled service around noonday on 
Monday. 

Operations to date have been going well. And 
with the simultaneous arrival of the Norwegian Break-
away and the Celebrity Summit into port on Wednes-
day, the Millennium reportedly carried 1,438 passen-
gers on that day alone as part of its high speed ser-
vice between Dockyard and St. George’s. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, having earlier indi-
cated the comprehensive maintenance programme 
being undertaken to other department ferries, the 
charter ferries operating and fuel costs are expected 
to be offset to a large extent by the removal from ser-
vice of other Sea Express vessels for planned main-
tenance. There is every reason to believe that if we 
provide a reliable service, the people will come. And 
Sea Express can regain its reputation as the best 
small island ferry service to be found anywhere in the 
world and be a highlighted feature of our destination. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, now with the an-
nouncement of cruise cancellations by the Grandeur 
of the Seas through July, following her unfortunate fire 
on board, our cruise season has been further short-
ened and we must make every cruise ship call now 
count all the more. 

I have confidence in the men and women of 
Marine and Ports to deliver the public transport ser-
vice at what is a pivotal time for the tourism industry in 

Bermuda, and I have already met with many of them 
in order to see firsthand some of the day-to-day chal-
lenges on the job that may be frustrating their efforts 
to sustain service levels. 

The investment in people and infrastructure 
ashore must continue to be made to the same degree 
as the capital equipment investment afloat, and our 
Ministry will be undertaking to better achieve that bal-
ance going forward. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Ministers. 
 Are there any other Ministerial Statements? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable 
R. Wayne Scott, Minister of Community and Cultural 
Development. 
 You have the floor. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING WORKSHOP AND TOWN 

HALL MEETING 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I rise to inform this Honourable House that I, 
along with the Junior Minister, the Permanent Secre-
tary, directors and selected senior managers within 
my Ministry, recently participated in a strategic plan-
ning workshop facilitated by the Stratford Group. The 
workshop was held over three days during April 10 
through 12, and May 10, 2013.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, in addition to the 
main strategic planning exercise, we convened a spe-
cial half-day Ministry-wide town hall meeting on 
Thursday, the 11th of April 2013, at the St. Paul’s AME 
Centennial Hall. The town hall meeting was attended 
by well over 200 Ministry staff employed within seven 
departments, namely, Ministry Headquarters, includ-
ing the Mirrors Programme; the Department of Youth, 
Sport and Recreation; the Department of Human Af-
fairs; the Department of Child and Family Services; 
the Department of Financial Assistance; the Depart-
ment of Community and Cultural Affairs; and the De-
partment of the Rent Commissioner, along with the 
quango, Bermuda Housing Corporation. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this Ministry-wide 
event was conceived during my initial few weeks as 
Minister while visiting staff of the various departments 
within my Ministry. I wanted to make a connection with 
all staff within the Ministry and gain a clear under-
standing of their functions. At the same time, I sought 
to establish a benchmark for initiating a social recov-
ery process by reaching out to all staff members 
within the Ministry to obtain input and ideas directly 
from these members of staff on how to better assist 
them in daily providing improved and more efficient 
services to their clients and other members of the 
public. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the strategic plan-
ning workshop provided an opportunity for senior em-
ployees who may or may not work with each other to 
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familiarise themselves with each other on a personal 
and professional basis in an informal setting. The aim 
of the workshop was to develop a framework which 
could result in establishment of a revamped Ministry 
vision statement, mission statement and core values, 
which would in turn drive a strategic action plan for 
moving forward with short and long-term goals and 
objectives. 
 
[Temporary change in Speaker] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And, Mr. Acting Speaker, the 
strategic planning workshop also involved a SWOT 
analysis; i.e., an analysis of the strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities and threats associated with the 
Ministry in its present configuration. Mr. Acting 
Speaker, working together as a team, the core values 
were determined to be integrity, commitment to excel-
lence in service, accountability, respect and empow-
erment. The first letter of these five core values, fortui-
tously, stand for the acronym, ICARE, which is entirely 
appropriate for a Ministry that deals with the social 
services and helping people. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And back to Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the vision statement created is very simple: 
Strengthening the social fabric of our community. The 
mission developed at the workshop was to provide 
services to the community by preserving our heritage, 
empowering our people, and developing and protect-
ing our youth and families. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the town hall meet-
ing achieved its main purpose, which was to get feed-
back for consideration when developing the Ministry 
and departmental action plan. Attendees were divided 
into departmental groups consisting of 20 or less per-
sons, and became familiar with the Ministry’s new vi-
sion and mission statements and core values. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, each of the smaller 
departmental groups was facilitated by directors 
and/or senior managers from different departments, 
which provided a level of comfort that allowed atten-
dees to share their thoughts openly. These smaller 
groups worked together and provided written feed-
back concerning questions put to them, and each 
group selected one or two persons to present their 
feedback to the larger audience. The feedback from 
our core staff has made an impact on how to move my 
Ministry and inclusive departments forward. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, on the 12th of April 
and the 10th of May, the Permanent Secretary, direc-
tors and selected senior managers attended a full-day 
follow-up session, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, with the 
Stratford Group, where all the feedback presented by 
the departmental groups at the Ministry-wide town hall 
meeting was assessed. The relevant input was com-

bined with the Ministerial and departmental informa-
tion coming out of the action plan workshop held on 
the 10th of April to further develop the Ministry and 
departmental action plan. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the next step to im-
plementing the action plan is for the management 
team to initially meet weekly to discuss the action plan 
and then hold another Ministry-wide town hall meeting 
within the next six months so core staff can provide 
their input on the implementation of their department’s 
action plan. Madam Deputy Speaker, the Ministry of 
Community and Cultural Development, as a social 
Ministry, is collectively striving to not only set a prece-
dent for other Ministries to hold such a forum to obtain 
input from all staff to assist in the development of their 
short and long-term goals, but also to use this infor-
mation to assist all staff to effectively and efficiently 
provide better service to the public. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, in the future, I look 
forward to updating this Honourable House with fur-
ther details on how my Ministry is proceeding with our 
short-term objectives and long-term goals. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We have come to the conclusion of the 
Statements by Ministers. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none.  
  

QUESTION PERIOD 
 

The Deputy Speaker: We will now turn to the ques-
tion period. And a reminder for the question period, it 
is a period of 60 minutes. There will be three ques-
tions allowed, with two supplementaries, from each 
person. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the . . . (sorry. I just 
want to make sure I have the proper titles), the Hon-
ourable Wayne L. Furbert, Shadow Minister of Tour-
ism, you have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: CARIBBEAN HOTEL AND RESORT 

INVESTMENT SUMMIT 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Minister mentioned that it is imperative that—sorry, 
the Minister of Tourism. And it was Statement number 
one, his first statement. 
 The Minister mentioned that it is imperative 
that the gaming referendum be supported, and I em-
phasise the word “imperative.” Is the Minister saying 
that the only way to turn tourism around is by having 
gaming in Bermuda? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Honour-
able Member. 
 No. We believe that the introduction of gam-
ing—and it is my position, as you know, the Govern-
ment has stated that the people will decide. But as 
Tourism Minister, I believe that gaming will be an ad-
ditional amenity which I think can be a game-changer 
and help revitalise tourism in Bermuda. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Is this a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, another question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Proceed. 
 
QUESTION 2: CARIBBEAN HOTEL AND RESORT 

INVESTMENT SUMMIT 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: This is Statement number 
one again. Can the Minister inform the House if any 
one of the developers on the list paid for his private jet 
plane to the United States? On the list. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. No one 
that was at the conference or on the list for the hotel 
developers’ conference was involved. In fact, there 
was no developer at all that was involved with the jet 
travel. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member is 
misunderstanding. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this clarification? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Clarification. Those individu-
als who are being invited to Bermuda to attend the 
summit in June, are any of those developers paying 
for the trip? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister, Honour-
able Michael J. Scott. Sorry, not Minister. Honourable 
Michael J. Scott, Shadow Minister of Public Safety, 
you have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 

WATER SITUATION UPDATE 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Public 
Works, the Honourable and Learned Member, Mr. 
Moniz, on his Statement on the Kitchener Close Con-
dominiums. 

 Madam Deputy Speaker, does the Minister 
confirm that the mechanical step of shutting off water 
at the Kitchener Close units includes shutting off both 
potable water and flushing water? That is the first 
question. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, I am 
not an expert in this, but I presume that all the water 
supplied by Public Works has been shut off, of what-
ever sort it is. The water, as I understand it, goes into 
a tank. And the water from the tank then goes to the 
units. 
 What the condominium association does with 
the water we supply is really up to them, whether they 
use it for drinking or flushing or both. That is a matter 
for them, not a matter for Public Works. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Is this a supplementary or a new question? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: This is a supplementary. 
 Is the Minister aware that the monitoring, me-
tering pipe proceeds through two pipes, a freshwater 
pipe and a second pipe, a saltwater pipe? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, as I 
said, I do not get involved in that level of detail of what 
size pipes or where they go. It is really a matter for 
them. I do not have that detail. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 As this is a technical question, perhaps it 
might be wise that the Minister might be able to an-
swer your question later. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam. 
 Second question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Second question. 
 
QUESTION 2: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 

WATER SITUATION UPDATE 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Again to the Minister of Public 
Works. Is the Minister of Public Works—are those ad-
vising him, including the Attorney General and his 
senior technical staff, content to have a policy of shut-
ting off water, breaching section 3(e) of the Bermuda 
Housing Amendment Act 2001? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I have had that issue raised 
by no one. I will certainly examine it if the Member 
approaches me afterwards. But I am not aware of 
breaching any regulation. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Is there a supplementary? 
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: Just a new question now for 
the Public Works Minister.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: New question. Your third ques-
tion. 
 

QUESTION 3: REGIMENT’S OVERSEAS CAMP 
2013 

 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. I thank the Minister of 
Public Safety for the Statement on the regimental ex-
perience in Camp Lejeune.  
 Is the Minister able to advise the House— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. I am going— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, if I may just ask a question, just clarification. 
Can we just dispense with all questions to Minister 
Moniz first before we go into something else? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It might be a little bit easier for 
us all to follow, if it is acceptable. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So we will continue. If there 
are any other questions pertaining to the Ministerial 
Statements by Minister Moniz. 
 
QUESTION 1: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 

WATER SITUATION UPDATE 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, just on the water, 
Minister. 
 How long was the water turned off? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I do not know. If you ask me 
how long it was turned back on, I can tell you. It was 
turned back on for seven days. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a supplementary or a 
second question? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: To clarify, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, you see, the water goes into a tank. So, you 
know, turning off the water does not stop the water to 
the units. It depends how much water they have in 
their tank at that time. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Obviously, the question 
cannot be answered at this time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a second question? 
 

QUESTION 2: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 
WATER SITUATION UPDATE 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, ma’am. 
 With the new meters and whatever you done 
up there, would you be able to turn individual custom-
ers off? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Just to clarify again, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, the meters are not new. They have 
always been there. They have just never been used. 
Just to clarify perhaps more for the public, these units, 
I gather, were original Bermuda Housing Corporation 
units years and years ago. They were then turned 
over to the residents who purchased them. And there 
are meters to each unit. 
 But it is for the condo association to police the 
use of the meters. It is not a matter for Public Works. 
We just supply water to the condominium association, 
for which they are required to pay us, at a very rea-
sonable price, I might add. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, it is obvious— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a third question or a 
supplementary? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Well, I am trying to get 
some clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It is a supplementary. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: If the answer is no, then 
if one is in arrears, then the whole water supply is 
turned off if they do not meet the requirements that 
you set? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The customer is the condo-
minium association as a whole. We supply water to 
the condominium association. They come to a point in 
time, obviously, once you have had 3.5 million gallons 
of water and you have not paid for it that you have to 
come and make some sort of plan to pay. 
 So we do not supply individual units. We sup-
ply their tank. They then supply their individual units. 
That is a matter for the condominium association, not 
for Public Works. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
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Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, another question. I 
am not getting any answer. But anyhow, that is fine. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. These are ques-
tions. This is the third and final question. The one prior 
was a supplementary. 
 
QUESTION 3: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 

WATER SITUATION UPDATE 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Is the Minister aware 
that someone in the AG’s Chambers was delegated to 
collect the arrears? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I do not know at what point in 
time. The arrears have existed for many, many years. 
So I am not sure. Under my administration, I have 
given no direction for anyone in the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Chambers to collect the arrears. I can only 
speak to my period in office. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I just asked, Is he aware? 
 
An Hon. Member: The answer is no. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is all we ask. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: What point in time was some-
one—when are you talking about? Are you talking 
about now or then? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other questions? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises Mr. Rolfe 
Commissiong, Shadow Minister of Workforce Devel-
opment. You have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: HERITAGE WHARF CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECT 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I ask of the Minister of Public Works with re-
spect to the dock renovation project at King’s Wharf, 
would it be fair to characterise the said project to date 
as one that— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Object, just again, one 
second. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, is everybody fin-
ished out the Minister’s questions on Malabar first? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am sorry. I was under the 
impression that we were doing one Minister at a time. 
But you are saying one subject at a time.  
 

The Deputy Speaker: We are going to try and organ-
ise ourselves. Thank you very much for raising that. 
That is a very valid point. 
 Are there any other further questions? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Shadow 
for Ministry of Home Affairs. Walter H. Roban, you 
have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 

WATER SITUATION UPDATE 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. A question to the Minister of Public Works in 
relation to—and he may have attempted to answer 
this already. But I am going to try and pose it perhaps 
more specifically in relation to a line in the Statement 
on page 3 about a locking mechanism that has been 
placed on the water tank, as well as individual locks 
purchased for each of the 26 meters, thereby prevent-
ing access to water by non-paying residents. 
 Is the Ministry of Public Works perhaps going 
to consider a more advanced and more specific type 
of water management system for properties like 
Kitchener Close, going forward? Perhaps it can pro-
vide more effective management for— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Just the question only, not a 
statement. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That was my question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, would you like to an-
swer the question? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
can only repeat that that is a matter for the condomin-
ium association to regulate their individual residence 
usage of the water. It is not a matter for Public Works. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Supplementary. The Minister 
makes specific reference not just to the condo asso-
ciation, but also individuals. So it presumes that they 
do have some control over individuals getting water. 
So that is why I asked the question about future meter 
management. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And your supplementary ques-
tion, to be clear, please? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Will they work with the condo 
association to establish a more effective management 
system of water in light of what is said on page 3? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
are happy to meet with the association and to assist 
them where we are able. It is really Mr. Ray Charlton 
more than anyone else who is physically going there 
and trying to assist them in setting up a system. But it 
is their system. And we are trying to be patient and 
helpful with the condominium association. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Ministerial Statements? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Honour-
able Michael J. Scott, Shadow Minister of Public 
Safety. 
 
QUESTION 1: MALABAR AND KITCHENER CLOSE 

WATER SITUATION UPDATE 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Minister, is the Minister aware 
that by shutting off water to the Kitchener Close units, 
he is rendering them uninhabitable or unfit for human 
habitation? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, that 
is not true. They have a water tank there. They can 
have a water supply from Public Works, or they can 
buy water privately, as the rest of us do, which is what 
I do. So if they do not get it from us, they have to buy 
it from someone else. If they do not pay the water 
trucker, he will not deliver the water. If they do not pay 
us, eventually, we are not going to deliver the water. 
So. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Clarification? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Just a clarification. 
 Is the Minister accepting by his own act as a 
legislator that [he is] creating a failure of supply of po-
table water to the Kitchener Close units, which is con-
trary to the Housing Act, section 3(e)? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, not 
at all. That is not the case at all. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other questions? 
 
An. Hon. Member: Madam Deputy Speaker . . . I am 
sorry. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right. You cannot ask another 
one. 

 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the particular . . .  all right. Thank you. 
Then we will be moving ahead. Thank you very much. 
 
[Crosstalk and laughter]  
  
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other Members 
that would like to a ask question? Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber Glenn Blakeney, Shadow Minister of Economic 
and Social Development. You have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: AVIATION POLICY CONSULTATIVE 

CONFERENCE 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Good morning, Madam Dep-
uty Chair. I have a question for the Minister of Eco-
nomic Development, the Honourable Grant Gibbons. 
 Minister, with respect to the inaugural aviation 
conference, or AVCC, and the UK policy for overseas 
territories, during your meetings, specifically in relation 
to the convention ratification, where you stated that 
there were benefits being missed as a result of the UK 
not having ratified their treaty, were you able to estab-
lish any rationale for the delay in that ratification? It 
seems that other jurisdictions in Europe have signed 
off. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 What was apparent from the discussion was 
that the Department for Transport itself was not re-
sponsible for the ratification. It was a different unit 
within the United Kingdom Government. The other 
unit, which is known as BIS [Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills], was essentially of the opinion 
that this ratification was not as high a priority as other 
actions or other treaties that they were dealing with. 
So it was an issue of priority of the UK Government.  

But I am happy to report that as a conse-
quence of some of the comments from Bermuda from 
our team, and also from the Cayman Islands, that the 
Minister responsible for State, for Transport, Simon 
Burns, said that he would make this a priority—he is 
Minister for Transport—and that he would try and 
work with the other group, which is called BIS, to try 
and get this treaty ratified because he understood the 
importance to overseas territories. 
 As I said in the Statement, it puts us at a dis-
advantage with respect to other Overseas Territories, 
like the Dutch ones who already have this ratification 
and therefore can make the argument that commer-
cially their registry would have better terms and 
cheaper financing rates as a consequence of the 
surety of having the treaty ratified and extended to 
them. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Supplemental. Given the 
realisation of the urgency for Bermuda by the Mother 
Country (for lack of a better term), were they commit-
ted to any kind of timeline within the foreseeable fu-
ture that they would be ratifying this convention? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The answer is we 
did not get a clear timeline because the BIS group that 
is responsible was not present at the meeting. What 
we did get was a very strong undertaking from the 
Minister responsible, Simon Burns, that he would take 
this up fairly quickly. 
 After the meeting we followed up with an addi-
tional letter, and we are going to work to see if we can 
get this put higher up on the radar screen, if I can put 
it that way. But we did get some assurance from the 
Minister for Transport that he would try and move this 
forward more rapidly. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Second question. 
 Thank you, Minister. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Second question. Proceed. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDASAT-1 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I would like to first of all con-
gratulate the Minister on the BermudaSat-1 progress, 
notwithstanding, I think, congratulations also are in 
order for former Ministers, his predecessors, [Mr.] Ro-
ban, Leader Marc Bean and Minister Scott on the 
success that we now enjoy as a result of the current 
Government’s commitment to getting this sorted out. 
 My question is, on the exclusive slot located 
at [96.2˚] WL, known as EchoStar 6, what is the pro-
jected revenue from licensing fees, or any other reve-
nue streams? What is the projected anticipated reve-
nue? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to make the observa-
tion that success has many fathers; failure is an or-
phan. But I would also like to say that it is not yet en-
tirely clear what the revenue will be from the licensing 
of the 96.2˚ WL slot. Those are ongoing discussions 
right now with SES, who will be working with 
EchoStar. All I will say is that it would appear that 
most of these commercial arrangements work on a 
percentage of gross revenues from the sales from 
satellite use in a particular slot. So we are now sort of 
currently underway with some of those discussions, 
but those have not been finalised. In fact, there is 
quite a bit more discussion to do. 
 So at this point, I do not have a clear answer 
as to how much Bermuda is likely to gain. In fact, that 
might change over the years depending on whether 

EchoStar 6 stays there or whether a different satellite 
moves into that slot in the future. So at this point, 
there is no clear answer on what the revenue is or 
might be. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: With regard to the Ministry 
itself, and you as the CEO of that Ministry, is there 
any effort being made to developing a policy with re-
gard to a template in looking at what revenue streams 
there could be, or that should be identified? Because 
in the negotiation process, without having some com-
prehension of what it is or what direction you would 
like to take, you are more vulnerable to being dictated 
to by those already established. 
 Is there a proactive approach by the Ministry 
to establish their own policy, going forward, to give 
some strength in the negotiation process? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is that a question or a supple-
mentary? That sounds like a question. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Supplementary. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The answer, the simple answer, is yes, we are 
getting lots of advice as to what an appropriate com-
mercial arrangement might be. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDASAT-1 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And my final question, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Are there any other interested prospects that 
have been identified to date with regard to securing 
space within our terrestrial space in space? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I am not sure I un-
derstand the question. Does the Shadow Minister 
mean with respect to the 96.2˚ WL slot? Or does he 
mean other slots that Bermuda may be able to com-
mercialise at some point in the future? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, I understood you were 
saying— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a point of clarification? 
This is clarification? 
 

 House of Assembly 



1186 31 May 2013 Official Hansard Report  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. Yes, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You are clarifying your ques-
tion that you are asking, correct? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. Correct. Yes, given the 
fact that you mentioned that 96.2˚ WL was the most 
commercially viable position, I would be inclined to 
ask is there any interest commercially in that space? 
And, generally speaking, any interest for the space 
that we hold as our territorial space? Has there been 
any interest shown across the board, on that and 
overall? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

The answer is there is interest in the 96.2˚ WL 
slot because we have a satellite in there known as 
EchoStar 6, and it is likely that that particular satellite 
will be the first commercialisation in terms of broad-
casting for TV, radio, and broadband. So that is the 
interest expressed right now. 

There are no current plans to try and swap out 
that satellite, EchoStar 6, for another one in that par-
ticular slot. 

In answer to I guess what would be a second 
question, the additional . . . the other slot that looks 
like it may be promising commercially in the future is 
the 31˚ WL, as I understand it. And that is over the 
Atlantic and may have commercial prospects with re-
spect to Europe. 

But I think Honourable Members will be aware 
that it was quite an ordeal to get to this point. And I 
think at this stage, while interest has been expressed 
in that, we do not have any current plans to move 
ahead immediately to try and commercialise or essen-
tially bring into use that 31˚ WL slot. We would need 
to identify a satellite and comply with the eight-year 
rule. And I think lessons learned from the past is you 
do not do that until you have a pretty clear sense of 
what your asset might be and what your arrange-
ments could be to meet that deadline. Thank you. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 This will be your third question and final ques-
tion. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. Given that answer, with 
regard to the experience so far and us having lost our 
claim to the space and then having to wait until the 
Isle of Man lost theirs because of inaction, on this 31˚ 
WL space, you will be cognisant of the timeline with 
regard to the expiration date that is applicable, where 
we then are threatened to lose potentially that space 
to someone else, another country. 

 So to clarify, you had the experience of Ber-
muda being subjected to the Isle of Man, putting an 
application in and then winning the right to occupy the 
space that was originally dedicated to us. In this same 
instance, with no focus on the 31˚ WL space, are you 
cognisant of the timeline and will you do what is nec-
essary to ensure that Bermuda’s interest is going to 
be protected? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister. 

Remembering, everyone, that the question 
period is only a length of 60 minutes. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think I explained in 
my former answer that we are fully cognisant of the 
time period involved. And because we have not 
moved yet to do any filing with the ITU [International 
Telecommunication Union], none of the other slots are 
subject to the eight-year period at this stage. It is not 
until you actually make a formal application to begin 
that process of bringing it into use that the eight years 
starts to kick in. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to the Ministerial Statement on BermudaSat-
1? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. Thank you, Madam 
[Deputy Speaker]. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Honourable Opposition Leader.  

You have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDASAT-1 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
[Speaker]. 
 Can the Minister of Economic Development 
confirm that negotiations with SES to secure the 
placement of the satellite prior to the deadline of 
April 14, 2013, commenced in late November/early 
December 2012, led by Permanent Secretary, Dr. 
Derrick Binns, the then-PS for the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Planning and Infrastructure Strategy? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The answer is that I 
am not aware of any prior negotiations. I was not in 
Government. The fact of the matter is the satellite did 
not become available until February of this year. So 
any discussion before that would have been aca-
demic. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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 Are there any . . . Is it to this particular Minis-
terial Statement? Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. W. Lawrence Scott, 
Shadow Minister of the Ministry of Transport. You 
have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDASAT-1 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: My question to the Minister 
is going to be very direct. When it comes to the satel-
lite, is this operation going to be privatised? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I do not understand 
the question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you like to clarify and 
we will look at this as the first question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: To clarify, with us having 
satellites and potential revenue being generated, who 
within the Government has the ability and the skill set 
to run this operation? Or will they find a private enter-
prise to run it? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think there may be 
a misunderstanding on the Honourable Member’s 
part. We are simply providing a licence to the opera-
tor, which is SES, and from them we will, after we de-
velop a commercial arrangement, collect licence fees, 
which will come to the Bermuda Government to the 
Consolidated Fund. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 Any further questions? Are there any further 
questions for the Minister on the BermudaSat-1 Minis-
terial Statement? If there are no further questions on 
this particular . . . thank you. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. Rolfe Commissiong, 
Shadow Minister of Workforce Development. You 
have the floor. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
  
The Deputy Speaker: No. The question that I asked, 
and I would like to be specific, but it would help if I had 
the attention of everyone in the room! Thank you very 
much. 
 To try to keep some form of order, are there 
any other further questions on the Ministerial State-
ment presented by the Minister of Economic Devel-
opment on BermudaSat-1?  

Great. Thank you. 
 Are there any further questions on any Minis-
terial Statements? The Chair recognises Mr. Rolfe 

Commissiong, Shadow Minister of Workforce Devel-
opment. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I direct my questions to the Minister of Pub-
lic Works. With respect to the dock renovation project 
at King’s Wharf [sic], would it be fair to characterise 
the said project to date as being neither on budget nor 
on time? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry. The Minister is not 
in his seat. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
The Deputy Speaker: Absolutely. Are there any other 
questions on the floor? Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. Walter Roban, 
Shadow Minister of Home Affairs. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. I also have a ques-
tion on Heritage Wharf, but I see the Minister is not in 
the room. But I will throw the question for the record. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you prefer to take your 
seat? I will not entertain playing around. 
 Is there anyone who would like to speak to a 
Ministerial Statement with the Minister present? Thank 
you. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. W. Lawrence A. 
Scott, Shadow Minister of Transport. You have the 
floor. 
 
[Hon. D. P. Lister rose] 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Madam [Deputy] Speaker, 
may I just ask for clarification? The fact that the Minis-
ter stood up this morning to give a speech . . . he 
should be in these Chambers to respond to any ques-
tions. So I would seek your guidance, Madam [Dep-
uty] Speaker, to ensure that the Ministers responsible 
for those questions are present when the Shadow 
Ministers would like to ask questions. 
 So could you indulge if the Minister is here to 
respond to such questions? This is the question and 
answer period. And that Minister, having given out a 
Statement this morning, should be present to respond. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. And 
yes, indeed, everyone will be given the opportunity, 
should the Minister return. Should the Minister—I am 
speaking! 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Should he return? He should 
be present! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am speaking.  

Would you kindly take your seat?  
Thank you very much. 
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 If indeed the questions are to be asked, do 
not hesitate to put the questions in writing to be sub-
mitted, and your questions will be answered at that 
time. 
 Would you like to stand? Thank you very 
much. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
  
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises . . . 
unless you are taking your seat. Thank you very 
much. 

The Chair recognises Mr. W. Lawrence A. 
Scott, Shadow Minister of Transport. You once again 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I will defer to Rolfe Commis-
siong for right now. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 

QUESTION 1: THE HERITAGE WHARF CON-
STRUCTION PROJECT 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, [Madam] Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I want to ask the Minister of Public Works. 
With respect to the dock renovation project at King’s 
Wharf [sic], would it be fair to characterise the said 
project to date as being neither on budget nor on 
time? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, I think it is Heritage 
Wharf. And the answer is no. He is wrong on that 
completely. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Supplemental? 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Does the Minister then an-
ticipate that the date projected of four months will be 
adhered to for the completion, or will Bermuda’s peo-
ple and taxpayers witness, with respect to the comple-
tion date, having the goalposts shifted once again? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Minister? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That Honourable Member has 
really lost me. We are going to continue with the work 
until it is finished, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. That is good to 
hear. 

 Any further questions?  
Thank you very much. 

 The Chair recognises the Honourable Derrick 
V. Burgess, Deputy Opposition Leader. You have the 
floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: THE HERITAGE WHARF CON-
STRUCTION PROJECT 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, [Madam] 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Minister Moniz, the budget for Heritage Wharf 
was $22.3 million. Your Statement has said now it is 
$28 million. Is that a mistake? Or has the cost in-
creased by $5.7 million? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Minister? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
undertake to give that Member a detailed breakdown. 
I will get my accounting people to give him a detailed 
breaking down of it. I do not have the details to give it 
to him at the moment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 Are there any further questions or supplemen-
taries? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Can I just— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Supplementary, or new ques-
tion? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: You know, I mean, this 
was to the public. It was out to the public that it cost 
$22.3 million. The Statement here . . . it states that it 
is $28 million. The Minister does not know whether it 
has increased or not? Now, as far as— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is this a new question? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Yes, ma’am. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay, thank you. 
 

QUESTION 2: THE HERITAGE WHARF CON-
STRUCTION PROJECT 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. We are not getting 
anywhere, but anyhow. On the Bermudian/non-
Bermudians and spouses of Bermudians, can you 
please provide us with the hours of work by Bermudi-
ans, non-Bermudians and spouses of Bermudians? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The answer, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, is that is a silly question and extreme. And, 
no, these are people who work for contractors and 
subcontractors. They are not our people. That would 
be a waste of Government time and energy. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Minister, there are no silly 
questions. I would just like to point that out. There 
were specific questions. 
 Is there a supplementary? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It really does not make 
sense. And I say, with all due respect, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we have heard three different completion 
dates. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your question? 
 

QUESTION 3: THE HERITAGE WHARF CON-
STRUCTION PROJECT 

 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes.  

May 15, September, the end of cruise ship 
season. Now, in the Statement it says there will be 
two to four months into the closed season. Do we 
have a December completion date now? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Minister? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, you 
know, the dock was left in deplorable condition. There 
are ongoing repairs. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: As I said in my Statement, to 
fully bring it up to scratch is going to take a long time. 
The ship will be able to use the dock safely under this 
administration—as it was not under the other admini-
stration. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam [Deputy] 
Speaker, you know, this is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Excuse me. You have already 
had three questions. Is this a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am sorry. Yes, yes. 
 Madam [Deputy] Speaker, this is the question 
and answer period. The Opposition has responsibility 
to this country. And when we ask questions, we 
should get answers. 
 Now, the question is, Will we continue not to 
get answers, or will we get answers? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: If there are any further detailed 
questions that perhaps the Member that just took his 

seat would like to ask, I would suggest putting the 
questions in writing for further detail. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. W. Lawrence Scott, 
[Shadow] Minister of Transport. Is this to the same 
Minister? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No. This is not the same. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: This is to a new Minister and a 
new Ministerial Statement. You have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: NEW FERRY IN SEA EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. My question is to the 
Minister of Transport on his second Statement as it 
pertains to the Millennium. Are there plans to pur-
chase the Millennium and add it to our current fleet? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. No. We 
have no such plans. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Second question? 
 

QUESTION 2: NEW FERRY IN SEA EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Second question. What is 
the exact date of the Millennium’s departure from the 
Island and return to the US mainland? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Honour-
able Member. I do not know the exact date, but it is 
the end of the cruise ship season. I can furnish you 
the exact date. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 

QUESTION 3: NEW FERRY IN SEA EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And my third question is that 
I noticed in the Ministerial Statement that he outlined 
and itemised certain costs and gave an actual finan-
cial figure. But the fuel cost did not have a financial 
figure attached to it. Could he provide the actual fiscal 
figure for the fuel cost for the boat, or at least the es-
timated fuel cost figure right now? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you.  

The reason why that particular cost was not 
included is because that cost would have been in-
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curred whether we brought the Millennium or not. 
There would have been the fuel costs to transport 
passengers from Dockyard to St. George’s. 
 However, I will inform the Honourable House 
that that cost is approximately $750,000 for 24 weeks. 
But that would have been incurred in any event, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other questions to this particular 
Ministerial Statement, which was the Millennium, by 
the Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell? 
 If there is no other question pertaining to this 
Ministerial Statement, any other questions? 
 The Chair recognises the Leader of the Op-
position. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you again, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, according to the 
[Standing Order] 17(9)(b)(ii)] Madam [Deputy] 
Speaker, given the disturbing revelations that have 
surfaced in the media regarding Ministers of the Gov-
ernment accepting travel gifts from persons seeking to 
do business with the Government of Bermuda— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, let me just confirm 
what that is. It is on “Matters of Urgent Public Impor-
tance”? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. Absolutely. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Which is [Standing Order] 
17(9)(b). 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Correct. 
 

QUESTION ON MATTER  
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE  

[Standing Order 17(9)(b)] 
 

 MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT ACCEPTING 
TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEKING TO DO 

BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Let me, with your permission, 
ask the question again. Given the disturbing revela-
tions that are—and this is directed to the Honourable 
Premier, Madam Deputy Speaker. Given the disturb-
ing revelations that have surfaced in the media re-
garding Ministers of the Government accepting travel 
gifts from persons seeking to do business with the 
Government of Bermuda, can the Honourable Premier 
please advise this Honourable House if the Ministerial 
Code of Conduct has been changed since Decem-
ber 18th, 2012? 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Premier of Ber-
muda. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly. No, it has not. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy [Speaker], I 
have a supplementary. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Given that the Honourable 
Premier stated that the Code has not changed, can 
the Honourable Premier please inform this Honour-
able House if he is aware of section 18.1, which 
states, “Offers of travel from other organisations” 
(other than foreign governments) “should not normally 
be accepted”? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Premier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly, I am aware of 
that. And I counselled the AG to ensure that we were 
not in conflict at the time of the trip. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy [Speaker].  

Thank you, Mr. Premier.  
I have one more supplementary. 

 Given that the code has not changed and that 
section A[1](xvii) of the code reads, “Ministers should 
not accept any kind of favour from individuals who are 
in negotiation with, or seeking to enter into contractual 
or proprietary or pecuniary relations with the Govern-
ment,” can the Honourable Premier please explain to 
this Honourable House why he and his Ministers felt it 
appropriate to ignore this section of the Ministerial 
Code? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

The Chair would like to point out that we do 
have another section on our Order Paper, and it falls 
under Personal Explanations. And I will point out that 
we have been advised that there is a personal expla-
nation when we come to that point, but that question 
will be answered. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly.  

You know, no negotiations were had. This 
was an FYI (for your information) session, solely. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and crosstalk]  
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The Deputy Speaker: Would you like that repeated? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Sure. Sure. I will repeat it. 
This was basically an exchange of information. There 
were no negotiations had. There is no RFPs out. 
There is no tendering going on. 
 
An Hon. Member: Not yet. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: No. Not yet at all. This was 
simply to trade information from this Government to 
interested parties. That is it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would . . . 
thank you.  

Is this to a specific Minister? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It is a supplementary, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, on that same issue. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises Mr. E. David G. Burt, Shadow Minister of Fi-
nance. You have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam [Deputy] Speaker, I just 
want to be very clear. And I would ask the Premier to 
clarify. Because the Premier just said . . . because as 
we heard from the Opposition Leader . . . and we un-
derstand what the Ministerial Code of Conduct says. It 
says that Ministers should not accept any kind of fa-
vours from individuals who are in negotiations with or 
seeking to enter into contractual, proprietary or pecu-
niary relations—seeking to enter— 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —therefore, and given the Pre-
mier’s statement that came on Wednesday, where he 
said, “The trip into question came about after I was 
contacted by a group of interested investors”— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your question? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —will he please clarify that he still 
believes that he and his Ministers did not violate the 
Ministerial Code of Conduct? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly. The Premier and 
the Ministers did not violate the Code. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Thank you very much. The Chair has . . . 
based on the fact that we do have a statement that 
has been brought to our attention on the Order of 

Business, we will hold off any other questions pertain-
ing to this until such time as we have received the 
Personal Explanation under— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Point of order. I believe under 
May’s, Question Period . . . page 355— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, please? 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: —speaks to the question and 
answering period. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes? 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: And, as I understand, these 
rules say that it is for one hour. And if there is any 
personal explanation, that follows on the Order Paper 
accordingly. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is correct. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. I have a supplemen-
tal while I am on the floor, please. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, you may.  
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I have a question— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is it a supplementary, or a 
question? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, it is a supplementary, and 
then I have some questions.  

My supplementary is also to the Honourable 
Premier, who indicated that he did take his legal 
counsel from his Learned and Honourable Attorney 
General. And my question is, Did the Honourable At-
torney General indicate to the Honourable Premier 
that the provisions, as it relates to the Code of Con-
duct, specifically speak to negotiations, and that nego-
tiations fall within the Ministerial Code of Conduct as it 
relates to the acceptance of gifts, travel expenses and 
the like? Did the Honourable Attorney General advise 
you of that? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  

There were no negotiations had. 
 
An Hon. Member: Exchange of information. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Exchange of information. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Please speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you. 
The Deputy Speaker: Any further questions? 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I have not even started my 
questions. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is fine. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. The other question 
that I would have, thank you— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your first question. That was a 
supplementary. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: That was supplemental. Sup-
plemental to that as well as— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: This is supplementary. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: This is my second supplemen-
tal. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Two. 
 
An Hon. Member: You have two supplemental ques-
tions. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. Your second 
and final supplementary question on the question that 
was raised by the previous speaker. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Madam [Deputy 
Speaker]. Thank you. 
 
An Hon. Member: Read the rules. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I am trying. I will speak about 
them. Will the Honourable Premier please advise this 
House— 
 
An Hon. Member: Read the rules. 
 
The Clerk: May I interject, please?  

Ms. Wilson, that was your first question. Now, 
you are allowed two supplementaries, and you can 
ask a further two questions. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
The Clerk: To her question? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is correct. 

 
The Clerk: Oh, okay. All right. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is correct. The Chair un-
derstands.  

The first question that was raised (please take 
your seat) . . . the first question that was raised by the 
Honourable Kim Wilson, it was a supplementary ques-
tion to the previous speaker. 
 Now we are asking her first question. 
 
An Hon. Member: Second supplementary! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Second supplementary, sorry. 
 Please stand and ask the question. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: If I can be so frank, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, we got it! It is everybody else that 
does not have it. 
 My second supplementary— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: My second supplemental to the 
question that was asked by the Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition is with respect to whether the Ministe-
rial Code of Conduct and whether or not the Learned 
Attorney General, in advising the Honourable Premier 
about the contents of the Ministerial Code of Conduct 
specifically referred to page 5 that speaks to the re-
quirement for Bermuda to adhere to the conventions 
which apply to the United Kingdom as it relates to the 
Ministerial Code of Conduct. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly.  

In specific? No. But I did seek his counsel. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: So my second— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: First question. 
 
QUESTION 1: MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT AC-
CEPTING TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEK-

ING TO DO BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF 
BERMUDA  

 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: I was clear all along. In seeking 
the counsel of the Learned and Honourable Attorney 
General, did the Learned and Honourable Attorney 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report  31 May 2013 1193_ 
 
General provide information as to the contents of the 
Ministerial Code of Conduct relating to conventions 
which apply to the United Kingdom? In particular, did 
the Honourable Attorney General, in provision of the 
counsel to the Honourable Premier, indicate to him 
that the United Kingdom is a signatory to the overseas 
OECD convention on combating bribery with foreign 
public officials and international business transactions, 
and that the United Kingdom implemented this 
OEC[D] convention in order to ensure and best ad-
dress issues concerning good governance, in particu-
lar as it relates to members of public office with re-
spect of gifts, hospitality, services and the like? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Premier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I did seek the counsel of 
the AG. And it was for me to allow him to do his work, 
and his counsel was that we were not breaking any 
code of conduct. 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: My last question. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 2: MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT AC-
CEPTING TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEK-

ING TO DO BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF 
BERMUDA  

 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. In light of what has 
been raised here insofar as the breaches in the Minis-
terial Code and the counsel that you sought from the 
learned Attorney General, do you still have confidence 
in your learned Attorney General, or might you appoint 
another? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I have no answer for that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 As we have now reached the hour of 12:30, 
and we have 12 more minutes into the question and 
answer period, we will continue the question and an-
swer period following lunch where we will extend it for 
12 minutes and 10 seconds. Thank you. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:33 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
[Gavel] 

 
The Deputy Speaker: I hope you had a pleasant 
lunch.   

The House resumes. We have 12 minutes 
and 7 seconds left of Parliamentary Questions. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. E. David Burt, 
Shadow Minister of Finance. 
 You have the floor. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
[Continuation thereof] 
 
QUESTION 1: MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT AC-
CEPTING TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEK-

ING TO DO BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF 
BERMUDA  

 
SUPPLEMENTARY 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Madam [Deputy] 
Speaker. 
 Madam [Deputy] Speaker, this would be my 
second supplementary question following from the 
Leader of the Opposition’s questions to the Honour-
able Premier. 
 And my question is can the Honourable Pre-
mier, please, let us know whether or not any civil ser-
vants accompanied him, the Attorney General, and 
the Minister of Tourism and Transport on this trip to 
Washington DC. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: No. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises . . . and, of course, that 
was a supplementary. The Chair recognises . . . have 
you asked? This is a supplementary question? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Derrick Burgess, Deputy Opposition Leader. 
 You have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 In relation to the same . . . how long was the 
meeting and what date was it held? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, certainly. 
 It was a one day meeting. The meeting lasted 
I would say about five or six hours, somewhere 
around there, on March the 21st.  
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The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Any further questions? 
 The Chair recognises . . . a supplementary? 
The second and final supplementary question for the 
Honourable Derrick Burgess. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, yes. 
 The last question to the Premier is, did the 
Ministers return the same day or the next day? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly. The following 
day. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to . . . 
the Chair recognises the Honourable Michael J. Scott, 
Shadow Minister of Public Safety. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 To the Premier—Mr. Premier— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And you are going to clarify 
that this is supplementary. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: This is supplementary to the 
line of questioning that has been pursued. 
 Mr. Premier in light of the indication that the 
meeting was for the period that you have advised the 
House, can you also confirm to this House that the 
parties with whom you were meeting are parties who 
are seeking . . . seeking to enter into contractual or 
proprietary or pecuniary relations with the Govern-
ment of Bermuda? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly. We do not know 
that for sure. You know, we, again, we exchanged 
information concerning Bermuda and so we do not 
know. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Any other speak-
ers? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises Mr. E. David 
Burt Shadow Minister of Finance. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, if I may I would like 
to ask a question to the Honourable Minister of Fi-

nance on his statement regarding the Model 2 imple-
mentation of the FATCA regime— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Can you repeat . . . which? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Sorry, the Model 2 implementation 
of the FATCA regime . . . for the Minister of Finance. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 Minister? 
 

QUESTION 1: UK AND US FOREIGN ACCOUNT 
TRANSACTION COMPLIANCE ACT INTERGOV-

ERNMENTAL MODEL 2 NEGOTIATIONS UPDATE  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The question that I have is what is 
(in the Minister’s view) the impact of this Model 2 im-
plementation on our domestic economic activity? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Would you like the an-
swer in 30 seconds or three hours? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Eight minutes and 32 seconds 
will do. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, yes. 
 Let me answer this question by saying that 
this is not something that we would have wanted. I 
think that is clear. But this is something that is being 
imposed by the US and now other countries world-
wide. Our job was to make the best out of a situation 
that was [not necessarily] advantageous to us. And I 
think we have come up with that formula where we 
have a solution that fits into the models that the USA 
have set forward . . . had set forth, and at the same 
time does not cost the Government a lot of money and 
does not jeopardise the business that we have in 
Bermuda so far. 

But let us put it this way: This is the new real-
ity in which Bermuda operates today internationally. It 
is a reality that is (should I say) unfriendly to jurisdic-
tions like Bermuda—unfriendly to Bermuda but un-
friendly to jurisdictions like Bermuda. And we have 
and will continue to try to get our message out to the 
world that this jurisdiction (at least) conducts their 
business in a way that is in accordance with interna-
tional standards and conducts business that creates 
value to our major trading partners, particularly those 
countries that, at least at this point, do not want to see 
it that way. But we have statistical proof that Ber-
muda’s offshore business generates billions of dollars 
of revenue and hundreds of thousands of jobs in the 
United States and in the United Kingdom. 
 So that is our next challenge and we are tak-
ing on that challenge. But does it provide any real 
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benefit to Bermuda? I do not think so. But we are 
making the best of a difficult situation. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 We are on the Update of UK and US Foreign 
Accounts, are we changing Ministers or Ministerial 
Statements? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I would like [to ask] a sup-
plementary question to the Premier, please. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva, 
Shadow Minister of Health and Seniors. 
 
QUESTION 1: MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT AC-
CEPTING TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEK-

ING TO DO BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF 
BERMUDA  

 
SUPPLEMENTARY 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Premier, the trip in question . . . you said it 
was a five-hour meeting. Why did you not come back 
the same night? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I was getting some well 
rest at that time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises . . . is this going to be a 
second question? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: A second supplementary, 
yes, Madam [Deputy Speaker]. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: A second supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. If the Premier got some 
well-deserved rest, as he said, who paid for the ac-
commodations? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Certainly, as I will read in 
my Statement later on, this whole trip was accommo-
dated by those who took us abroad. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 You have already had two supplementaries. Is 
this—  
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, I have a question for 
the Honourable Minister of Public Safety. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, and which Ministe-
rial Statement? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: On the . . . with respect to 
the Bermuda Regiment Overseas Camp 2013 trip. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. You have a ques-
tion? 
 
QUESTION 1: EXERCISE ISLAND WARRIOR 13—
THE BERMUDA REGIMENT’S OVERSEAS CAMP 

2013 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 I would like to ask the Honourable Minister if 
. . . you know, I listened to his statement. I was won-
dering if he could inform this Honourable House of the 
cost of that trip. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I will get the actual figure and bring it back to 
you; I do not want to speculate here. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Second question? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, Minis-
ter. And supplementary to that— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Supplementary? Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Minister, I was wonder-
ing if the Minister could be . . . could let this Honour-
able House know if he and the Cabinet Ministers that 
made the decision to go, if they gave any thought to 
postponing that in light of the very tough economic 
times that we are facing in this country. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Parliamentary Questions 
are meant to really address the Ministerial State-
ments, but if the Minister would like to address that 
. . . they are basically to get information that is pertain-
ing to the Statements themselves. 
 Are there any other questions? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: So the question is, did the 
Honourable Minister give any thought as to postpon-
ing that trip as to save some money for the taxpayers 
of the country? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We have got so many trips 
flying around here I got confused which one we were 
talking about this afternoon. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I will answer to the Hon-
ourable Member that I did not go on that trip. And if he 
is referring to the cost of the Regiment Training Camp, 
as those Members previously sat in Cabinet and sup-
ported this Camp, I find it shocking that now they 
would consider stopping training at the Regiment— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. No one said 
stop it. No one said stop it. Point of order. No one 
from this side . . . certainly I did not say stop it. We 
asked a question. 
 
An Hon. Member: How do you save the money? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any Members who 
would like to . . . thank you. 

Is it to this particular Ministerial Statement or 
another one? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: This is a supplementary to 
the Premier’s. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. W. Lawrence  Scott, 
Shadow Minister of Transport. 
 You have the floor. 

 
QUESTION 1: MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT AC-
CEPTING TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEK-

ING TO DO BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF 
BERMUDA  

 
SUPPLEMENTARY 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. My question is . . . the 
supplementary that I would like to ask is: What is the 
name of the company that paid for this trip and was 
. . . if the . . . inquiry? 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: That is confidential infor-
mation, thank you. 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any further questions? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

 This is the House. Under what grounds does 
the Honourable Premier say that this matter is confi-
dential?  Ministers of the Government travelled at ex-
pense in violation of Ministerial Code and now he is 
saying that it is confidential? I do not believe that flies, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Withdraw that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: I would recommend that the 
Member that posed the question, if you would like to 
have that question answered in writing, that might be 
the best way forward in order for— 
 
Mrs. Kim A. Wilson: Point of information, point of 
information. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Please. 
 

POINT OF INFORMATION 
 
Mrs. Kim A. Wilson: Thank you. 

My point of information . . . is it not correct, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, according to Erskine May’s 
the 23rd Edition, with respect to Question time, that 
oral answers and supplementary questions should be 
answered, save for matters involving the Crown as it 
relates to items of national security? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Absolutely. But there is also a 
clause within the Question Period that if a Member 
has been asked a question and is unable to answer it 
at the time and . . . I know we have had a response 
that it was confidential information. But it is up to the 
Minister to respond, and that was a Minister, in this 
particular case, the Premier’s, response. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak? 
 You have 19 seconds. 
 Thank you. If there are no other Members that 
would like to speak on the Question Period, the Ques-
tion Period has come to a conclusion. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any reports? 
 There are no reports. 
 
[Pause] 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair.] 
 
The Speaker: Want to know where I flew? 
 
[Laughter] 
 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report  31 May 2013 1197_ 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you very 
much. 
 Members, I am sure the Deputy Speaker gave 
my apologies this morning. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: And I am indeed very pleased to be 
back in the Chair. And for the indication of Members, 
my trip— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: —was to a graduation, and I think all 
funds came out of my pocket. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we now move to 
the Congratulatory and Obituary Speeches. 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Minister 
for Works, the Honourable and Learned Member 
Trevor Moniz. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I rise to my feet today to ask this Honourable 
House and the whole House to send condolences to 
the family of Roderick Leonard De Couto. He is first 
cousin of my father, but he was the husband of Ann 
Cartwright De Couto who was a Member of this Hon-
ourable House for many years. He was also the 
brother a past Speaker of the House, Ernest 
De Couto. He died at the age of 86. 
 He was one of those wonderful, hard-working, 
entrepreneurial Bermudians. He grew up in Devon-
shire Bay where he worked in the family business, 
which was Devonshire Variety Grocery, near where 
we built the new wall over Devon Springs Road right 
there. When he was a young boy, he would deliver 
groceries in a basket of his pedal bike all over Devon-
shire. Later he played football for the National Sports 
Club and he became an entrepreneur at an early age. 
He left school at 13 and started working for Astwood 
Cycles and became a manager there by the time he 
was 28. And shortly thereafter he opened his own 
shop, Coral Islands Cycles, which was one of the 
main importers of the very popular Cyrus Motorcycles, 
which many people will remember fondly. 
 And after that he ran shops, he had Roddy’s 
Marine Shop for marine goods. He owned a guest 
house, South Capers Guest Cottages. He was a won-
derful ambassador for Bermuda. And I . . . it was only 
after he retired from that business that he became a 

real estate broker and agent with Roderick De Couto 
Real Estate. As for someone as young as myself, I 
really only remember the real estate business, I do not 
remember when Rodney was at Coral Islands Cycles. 
He served on . . . many— 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, my long-term memory is 
good, but its short-term memory is shot. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: In the working career, he 
served on many committees . . . many committees— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Oh, yes, yes, yes. But that 
Honourable Member . . . he forgot he was working on 
Heritage Wharf— 
 
The Speaker: Remember to speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, these Members are 
singing to me, I just wanted to sing back, Mr. Speaker. 
 He served on many committees—the Cham-
ber of Commerce Real Estate Division. He served on 
Public Boards like the TCD Board. He worked hard 
raising his family. 

And I would like the House to send condo-
lences to his widow, Ann Cartwright De Couto, [and] 
to his five children—Gerald, Judy Shrubb, Scott, and 
Douglas and Jesse De Couto. So I would like the 
whole House to send those. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton East, the Honourable Derrick 
Burgess. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the Minis-
ter Trevor Moniz for recognising that he has a problem 
with his short-term memory. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Oh, goodness! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like for this House to send congratulations to the 
youngest Bishop in the Anglican Church in Bermuda, 
Bishop Nicholas Bayard Botolf Dill, who was conse-
crated and installed on Wednesday night at the ca-
thedral. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am sure most of us, if not [all], 
know of Bishop Dill. He is certainly a friendly voice. 
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One I think is not traditional in a sense as a Bishop 
. . . but one . . . a voice that can attract people. And I 
think the Anglican Church will certainly grow with his 
leadership. And so we really want to congratulate him 
and I know he will do a great job. He has the support 
of the Anglican Church and certainly has my support (I 
am AME), but certainly he has got my support. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, thank you. 
 Also Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate 
the Hamilton Parish Soccer Team for winning the 
Shield Cup and being promoted to the First Division—
Premier Division—I am sorry, from First Division to 
Premier Division. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, they will certainly put 
nicks on the Trojans because you are not playing so 
they will beat that— 
 
The Speaker: This is a joke afternoon, is it? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I would also like to con-
gratulate the Youth Soccer Team—the under 14 year 
olds and the under 8—for winning the Kappa Classic 
soccer. Really a good parish and a good group of ath-
letes. 
 And I would like to— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, and I want to thank 
my cousin, Honourable Member Kenneth Bascome for 
reminding me about that. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Premier. 
 Premier Cannonier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am sure all Parliamentarians here would like 
to offer and express our continued condolences to our 
colleague, Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, on the passing of 
her mother, Mildred Bean. 
 Many of us had the opportunity to attend the 
funeral services this Monday past. I also had the op-
portunity of personally having met Ms. Bean many 
years ago when I was the General Manger of People’s 
Pharmacy there. Obviously, everyone knew that she 
lived very close and that she would come into the 
pharmacy every day with that intoxicating smile. And 
so I know that many may have personal experiences 
with Mildred Bean.  

And I want to associate all Members of the 
House. I must say it was interesting to hear some of 

the funny stories and experiences that the former 
Premier of Bermuda, Dame Pamela Gordon, and the 
Honourable Pat Gordon-Pamplin had as siblings and 
the brother, yes, of course. But, again, another family 
that has been significant throughout the history of 
Bermuda in changing the shape of Bermuda and the 
direction of Bermuda to what it is today of being that 
wonderful place with us having moved through a la-
bour movement that saw rights being restored to 
many of us. 
 So we want to continue to express our condo-
lences to the family and just let everyone know that at 
this time . . . [Patricia] Gordon-Pamplin is at present 
away. 
 Also, I would like to . . . we had the opportu-
nity of May 24th . . . I am sure everyone enjoyed the 
wonderful weather. And I just wanted to congratulate 
the T. N. Tatem Middle School on winning the Pre-
mier’s Award for best float.  

I would also like to congratulate Sandys Sec-
ondary Middle School on winning the Ruth Thomas 
Award.  

In addition to that, the Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. for also winning the L.C.C.A. Award. To 
congratulate TROIKA—many of us have had the ex-
perience of seeing TROIKA—what a fantastic group of 
young men and women that dance, on winning the 
Best Community Award.  

Also the Bermuda Netball Association on win-
ning the Community Honourable Mention Award this 
year for the float. The Bermuda Sloop Foundation on 
winning the Minister’s Award for the most original 
float. And in addition to that, congratulate Gladwyn 
Smith on winning the Reggie Ming Award for most 
beautiful float. 
 And with that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I would 
also like to congratulate the Department of Commu-
nity and Cultural Affairs—all of its members that were 
involved—Director Heather Whalen and the Minister 
for a fantastic day May 24th. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke [East], MP Roban. 
 MP Walter Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the com-
ments made by the Honourable Deputy Opposition 
Leader as to the induction of the new Bishop. As the 
senior member in Pembroke, I did attend the service 
on Wednesday with the Deputy Opposition Leader 
and there were obviously a number of other Govern-
ment Members there. But having worked with the 
Bishop when he was at the church in Pembroke, the 
St. Monica’s Mission, I know him well and I know 
members of his family well. So it is obviously with 
pride we all see that he has been installed to that post 
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and the achievement it has brought with him being the 
youngest to be installed. 
 I would also like to ask for congratulations to 
be sent to the Grace Methodist Church who earlier 
this month celebrated their 113th anniversary of exis-
tence. I did attend the service. The Deputy Premier 
was there as well as the Minister of Health also, and 
the Deputy Premier would like to be associated with 
those remarks as I am sure the Minister of Health 
(who is not here) would also like to be associated with 
those remarks. 
 So I am happy to ensure that that church, 
which is also in a long-standing institution in the Pem-
broke area, gets recognition for their long-standing 
work and contribution. And they celebrate every year 
this event and it is well attended. And like all institu-
tions in our communities that have made a long-
standing impact, we should give them the appropriate 
recognition. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister Scott. 
 Minister Wayne Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
welcome back. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Mr. Speaker, as the Minister of 
Community and Cultural Development with responsi-
bility for the Department of Youth, Sport and Recrea-
tion, I would like to congratulate all participants who 
participated in the annual Junior Classic Road Race, 
the Sinclair Packwood Memorial Race (which of 
course is dear to my heart), and the Appleby Bermuda 
Half [Day] Marathon Derby. 
 In particular, I would like to acknowledge the 
following individuals who placed in the following races: 
 The Junior Classic—David Darrell and Selah 
Tuzo for winning the male and female titles; Tyler 
Smith and Aaron Jacobs who finished second and 
third in the male race; Lynsey Palmer and Zakiyyah 
Showers who placed second and third in the female 
race. 
 The Sinclair Packwood Memorial Race—
young Dominique Mayho who won his second con-
secutive title in the first male to finish the race and 
from my recollection the only person that has ever 
road away solo from Burnt House Hill—so congratula-
tions for that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: No, not at all. 

 And Karen Smith who was the first female to 
cross the line. 
 In the Appleby Bermuda Half Marathon 
Derby—Tyler Butterfield and Rose-Ann Hoey both first 
time winners for their respective races; Stephen Allen 
and Jay Donawa rounded out the second and third in 
the men’s field; while Ashley Estwanik and Victoria 
Fiddick were second and third in the female race. 
 I would also like to acknowledge two young 
athletes who recently took part in sporting events 
overseas. Congratulations to Miss Jessica Lewis on 
her outstanding performance in the Desert Challenge 
in Arizona where she competed in the 200 metre 
mixed class race and came in second in the T53 
Class. I would like to associate Minister Dunkley with 
that. And, of course, Jessica also competed in the 
Swiss National Para-athletics Championship in Swit-
zerland where she finished third in the 400 metre 
race. 
 Also congratulations to Justin Donawa who 
represented his school Berkshire in this month’s New 
England Division II Track and Field Championships. 
Not only did he set new school records in the triple 
jump and long jump earning him the coveted Most 
Outstanding Male Performer Award. 

I would also like to congratulate the 13 young 
ladies who formed the West Pembroke School Pride 
Cheerleading Team who won the Bermuda’s Youth 
Got Talent competition. 

And just really quickly, Mr. Speaker, as the 
Minister responsible for the Department of Community 
and Cultural Affairs, I would just like to thank the fol-
lowing individuals who organised and assisted in mak-
ing the Bermuda Day Parade the success that it was 
and I will just briefly mention their names. There was 
Heather Whalen— 
 
The Speaker: You have got 19 seconds to do it. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: —Louise Tannock, members 
of the Heritage Advisory Committee, Ms. Ida Mae 
Tucker, of course, your Grand Marshals and all the 
rest of the marshals and judges in the parade and 
also the DCI staff for providing the adverts and flyers 
and everything. Thanks to all who helped make that a 
success. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Shadow Minister of Finance. 
 MP Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and good 
afternoon. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask that the Honourable 
House please send (and congratulations may have 
already been sent, so I apologise if that was the case) 
congratulations to the Coalition for the Protection of 
Children for their events on Bermuda’s Youth Got Tal-
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ent that they run every year. And congratulations, of 
course, to that group and also to Miss Kelly Hunt who 
put in a lot of work I know organising that event. And I 
would associate the Honourable Shadow Minister of 
Economic Development with that. 
 In addition, I would like to ask the House if 
they could send special congratulations to the winners 
of the Bermuda’s Youth Got Talent Award. And that is 
none other than the West Pembroke School and their  
West Pembroke School Pride Cheerleading Group, 
part of the enrichment programme at the West Pem-
broke School. 
 Mr. Speaker, as you may be aware, that is my 
constituency where West Pembroke is . . . our branch 
has a good relationship with West Pembroke, and I 
will be doing an event there next month, but it is very 
good to see them succeeding. And I know that a lot of 
the students are very happy and proud of their 
achievement. 

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, I would ask 
(because I do see that the Shadow Minister for Sports 
is not here right now) to send a note of congratula-
tions to one of our athletes, of course, and that is 
none other than Mr. Nahki Wells, who scored at 
Wembley, to have his team promoted as part of his 
team’s promotion to League 1. So I would ask the 
whole House to send him a letter of congratulations 
on that. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from St. George’s, the Honourable— 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —MP Kenneth Bascome. 
 You have the floor. 
 
An Hon. Member: Hey, welcome back! 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon to you. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: They will get their 
turn. Do not worry about that, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to offer congratulations to Mr. An-
thony Phillips, first of all, Mr. Speaker, who was just 
promoted at AIG— 
 
The Speaker: Associate . . . that was done last— 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: They can all asso-
ciate, but they would not think about it initially. 
 

The Speaker: That was done last meeting, so just 
associate yourself. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I was not here. 
 
The Speaker: Well, that is not my problem that you 
were not here. So you associate yourself with it. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I would like to be 
associated, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I will take your lead. 
 
The Speaker: Exactly. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I would like to offer 
congratulations to Mr. Noel Pearman—was that done 
previously? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Associate yourself. 
 
The Speaker: I do not remember. I do not remember 
that. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: And I would like this 
opportunity to congratulate a young man from St. 
George’s, Mr. Kyle Wade, for just introducing to Ber-
muda a cell phone charger, Mr. Speaker. He is in the 
Sun today. I know him quite well. He is a very talented 
young man and he has only just begun. He has many 
things that he will be introducing to Bermuda. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
St. David’s—no, not St. David’s anymore—excuse 
me, Honourable Member, you are St. George’s South. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: But it is part of 
St. David’s. 
 
The Speaker: Well, it is St. George’s . . . yes, St. 
George’s. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you very 
much. 
 I would like to be included with congratulatory 
comments that are being sent to the installation of 
Nicholas Dill. I have known the new Bishop since we 
were children, as we attended the same church. And I 
can say as we both grew older it is amazing how we 
know that we have choices in life and it is in my belief 
that in this particular case it was not [necessarily] his 
first choice to go into the priesthood. But, indeed, I 
believe he was chosen rather than choosing the 
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priesthood. And with that choice, I am delighted and 
honoured to be one of his licensed Eucharistic minis-
ters. And I know that he will bode well for the church 
and for the people of Bermuda as the years progress. 
We are very fortunate to have such a young Bishop 
which means that we will have some stability and con-
tinuity as, hopefully, he will be in that position for at 
least 20 years. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Warwick, MP Jeff Sousa. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good afternoon to honourable col-
leagues and, of course, good afternoon to the listen-
ing audience. 
 I very proudly rise today with my Warwick 
jacket on—my blazer—to congratulate, firstly, the 
people of Bermuda, but more importantly for myself, 
the people of Warwick West for Warwick Long Bay 
being named the 29th best beach in the world. 
 
An Hon. Member: They got it wrong, it should have 
been higher. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Yeah, it should have been higher. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: No, no, no, easy now. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Warwick Long Bay named the 29th—
they named the 29th best beach out of 100 of the top 
beaches by CNN. And, of course, it was such an hon-
our for myself being the servant of that area to see on 
the front page of the newspaper yesterday “Warwick 
Long Bay voted among top beaches in the world.” 
Online it said, “Warwick Long Bay named one of the 
world’s best beaches.”  
 Now as people of Warwick, we have known 
this for some time that this was an awesome beach. I 
am proud to say, personally, that six generations of 
my family have swam and picnicked on that beach. 

There are few places in the central parishes, 
particularly Warwick—as Warwick is the second most 
populated parish in Bermuda—where you can actually 
get the tranquil setting and peace of mind and be [at] 
one with nature that you can at Warwick Long Bay. I 
have always said this is the “pinkest” beach in Ber-
muda— 
 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: So thank you, CNN . . . and I do in-
vite the rest of Bermuda to come up and visit this 
lovely beach. 
 
An Hon. Member: And bring your umbrellas. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: I would like to share in the congratu-
lations to the May 24th winners, in particular, Tyler 
Butterfield. And also I would like to congratulate a 
man that has never won the race, but certainly . . . 
certainly he would go down in history as one of the 
greatest marathoners that this country has ever had 
and that is, Jay Donawa.  
 Just closing out, I would like to continue with 
some of the comments that the Minister of Community 
and Cultural Affairs was making as today is the last 
day of Heritage Month. And as we know, heritage is 
very important to us in this country. We would like to 
thank the following Heritage Month programme part-
ners for making the following events possible: 
 In St. George’s in Bloom: Tulo Valley Plant 
Nursery; Brighton Hill Nurseries; Sousa’s Landscape 
Management Company Ltd.; East End Flower Alley 
and the Corporation of St. George’s and the event 
committee. 
 Also we would like to acknowledge Art In the 
City events [in] the City of Hamilton, the Concert At 
The Keep; the Bermuda National Museum; Planning 
Factory; and also the Bermuda Society of Arts for or-
ganising the Heritage Month Exhibition. 
 And, in closing, we would like to— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: —take our hats off to those— 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises— 
 
[Laughter and crosstalk] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Members, if we can have a bit of order 
in this Honourable House, please. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Public Safety, the Hon-
ourable Michael Dunkley. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Let me start out on a sadder note to associate 
myself with the condolences to our colleague Pat 
Gordon-Pamplin (as the Premier [said], so I would like 
to be associated) and also to the condolences sent 
out to Roderick De Couto by the Honourable Minister 
of Works and Engineering. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also ask that this Honourable 
Chamber send condolences to the family of Damien 
Turini who passed away a couple of days back. His 
mother, Delores Price, is a neighbour of mine. And it 
is tough to lose anybody in your family, but to lose 
your son at a relatively young age . . . our thoughts 
and prayers should go out to them. 
 I would also like to send condolences to the 
family of William Tucker who passed away a couple of 
weeks ago. He is survived by his children Sheena and 
Davina. 
 To the family of Andrew Harris, I think col-
leagues in the House will remember that a couple of 
weeks ago his father passed away. He was ill at the 
time and sadly he passed away leaving behind his 
wife, Lisa, and his mother, Patricia. 
 And, finally, in condolences, Mr. Speaker, I 
ask this Honourable Chamber to send condolences to 
Angelo Botelho who passed away. I had known Mr. 
Botelho many years ago when I first started working in 
business and he was a very upstanding man in the 
community. 
 On a brighter note, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to be associated with the congratulations sent to 
Bishop Dill. I was pleased to have the opportunity to 
attend that service. And also [congratulations] to the 
Coalition for the Protection of Children and Bermuda 
Youth’s Got Talent as well. 
 I would like this Honourable Chamber to send 
congratulations to Caron Bermuda and associate the 
Honourable Premier. Last night they had a black tie 
dinner at the Fairmont Southampton where they 
talked about some of the work they do throughout the 
Island, and associate the Honourable Shadow Minis-
ter of Finance, David Burt. Not only did they talk about 
some of the work they do on-Island and off-Island and 
some of the lives that have been impacted, but they 
honoured Graham Pewter who has put much into the 
community in many areas and Caron is just one of 
those areas. So he was honoured. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is a very special opportunity 
for me today to be able to recognise somebody who 
served for 40 years in the Bermuda Regiment. Unfor-
tunately, because of the business we had this morn-
ing—Warrant Officer, Bernard Pitman, and his wife, 
Mandy, along with the Colonel of the Regiment, and 
the Director of Music, Major Dwight Robinson, who is 
in the Gallery today—but the other three had to leave 
early for other appointments that they had this after-
noon. But I take great pleasure to stand up as the 
Minister of Public Safety to congratulate Warrant Offi-
cer Pitman for 40 years of service within the Regi-
ment, Mr. Speaker. He was a police officer and was 

given special dispensation by Lord Martonmere to join 
the Regiment. He served under five Directors of Mu-
sic, five Band Masters, 12 Commanding Officers, and 
13 Regimental Sergeant Majors. He was promoted in 
1987 to Warrant Officer. He had been trained at the 
Royal School of Music in Deal, United Kingdom. And 
he has participated in 10 Tattoos worldwide. So on 
April 1st, it was his 40 years of continued unbroken 
service and we thank him for his dedication. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member, the Minister for Tourism, the 
Honourable Shawn Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like the Honourable 
House to send a letter of congratulations to Mr. Scott 
Darrell Jackson Nearon who just recently graduated 
cum laude from Morehouse College in Atlanta, Geor-
gia with a bachelor’s degree in business administra-
tion. And what was quite prestigious, Mr. Speaker, 
was that the President of the United States, President 
Barack Obama, was the keynote speaker at that ser-
vice and also received an honorary degree. Mr. Scott 
Nearon has been chosen by his college to attend the 
London School of Economics for further study this 
summer and he has gained a position at KPMG in 
Bermuda and is looking forward to a career in finance. 
I would like to associate the Honourable Members 
Roban, the Opposition Leader, and the Honourable 
Member De Silva. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to highlight that Mr. 
Nearon is also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity 
and I am sure my Alpha honorary brothers in this 
House would like to also be associated with these 
congratulatory remarks. And I am sure that when he 
comes back, he would give service to his community. I 
am also proud to say that this young man who is do-
ing great things is also the son of our honourable col-
league, Mrs. Susan Jackson. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like a letter of con-
gratulations to go to Schroder’s (Bermuda) Limited. In 
these difficult economic times, Mr. Speaker, 
Schroder’s rose to the occasion to sponsor the Sum-
mer Age Group Swimming Championships which was 
held on the 16th to the 19th of May. The Summer Age 
Group Championships takes place over a gruelling 
four days and is designed to prepare our local swim-
mers for the rigors of competing internationally. And 
some of the swimmers are as young as eight years 
old, Mr. Speaker. And I am proud to say that my 
daughter, Maya, was one of the participants and she 
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made it to the finals—she is only 10 years old—so I 
am looking forward to some great things— 
 
The Speaker: Takes after her mother, does she? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, she takes after her 
pops. 

And so we were very happy and I would like 
to highlight some of the outstanding performances. I 
was really, really shocked to see the talent that we 
have with swimming. Finn Mosley broke a record in 
the 200 backstroke; Shannon Hassell broke a record 
in the 800 freestyle, 400 freestyle, 100 backstroke; 
and the outstanding athlete was Jesse Washington 
who broke the record in the 50 butterfly, 100 back-
stroke, 100 butterfly, 200 freestyle—he actually I think 
it was the first time since . . . well, 1989—he broke the 
record of two minutes for the 200 freestyle. He also 
broke the record for the 50 freestyle. And I would like 
to associate the Honourable Minister responsible for 
Sport. So that was a fantastic event and it would not 
have happened but for Schroder’s (Bermuda) Limited. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Any other Honourable Member who would 
care to speak? 
 No more Members. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Peripheral, peripheral. 
 
The Speaker: Ah! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Welcome back, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. I . . . I apologise Mr.— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: That is all right. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member Commissiong. I 
was looking straight down . . . I did not . . . I did not 
. . . my peripheral vision was not intact at that mo-
ment, but you have the floor Mr. Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you so much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would ask that this Honourable House send 
congratulations and acknowledgement to Mr. Jelani 
Scott. Mr. Jelani Scott who was associated . . . or 
connected with or works for the Bermuda Monetary 
Authority has just received a passing designation for 
the Graduate Training Programme of the Bermuda 
Monetary Authority. As you may know, Mr. Speaker, 
Jelani Scott, who is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Scott, his father being (I still believe) the Cabinet Sec-
retary is a Trojan as well— 

 
The Speaker: Absolutely, absolutely. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —and has resisted my ad-
vice to him over the preceding five or six years to— 
 
An Hon. Member: Wise man. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —to come and play for the 
Zebras. But nonetheless— 
 
An Hon. Member: But you are not a Zebra. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am, I am, I am. 

Nonetheless, I am very proud of what Jelani 
has been able to accomplish here. He has now joined 
the Authority as a senior analyst within the Banking 
Trust Corporate Services and Investment Department.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Associate me. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And I would like to associ-
ate the Opposition Leader with these comments. 
 Very quickly, Jelani, of course, as I men-
tioned, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Scott. He is 
also the nephew of a former Member who served 
here, Mr. George Scott, for the Progressive Labour 
Party during the time of the mid-2000 period. He is 
also the grandson of Mr. George Scott, Sr. and Mrs. 
Valerie Scott—both of them served admirably in the 
civil service. We have the Parliamentary Registrar’s 
Building named after Mrs. Scott because she held that 
position. And his grandfather worked for the Postal 
Service in various positions of responsibility. So this is 
a family that has had significant contributions and ser-
vice to Bermuda at the Government and civil service 
level and Jelani is carrying on that tradition. And I wish 
him all the best. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister from Paget [East], Minister of Economic De-
velopment, Mr. Grant Gibbons. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and welcome back. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this afternoon to ask that congratulations be sent to 
the 2013 graduates of Bermuda College. The com-
mencement was held on May 23rd and I am sure all 
Members of the House would like to be associated 
with those comments. I know the Premier was there 
and Shawn Crockwell and Mr. Dunkley, Sylvan Rich-
ards, Nandi Davis . . . anyway, all Members of the 
House, Mr. Speaker. 
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 I was actually abroad, but I gather the 
speaker—the commencement speaker—Dr. Ty-Ron 
Douglas, did a superb job and certainly should be 
commended for his performance and speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
also like to be associated with the condolences to the 
family of the late Roderick De Couto. Mr. De Couto 
was a constituent of mine for many years, as are Mrs. 
Ann Cartwright De Couto and a number of his sons, 
as well. I think my honourable colleague, Mr. Moniz, 
did a good job of putting Mr. De Couto in context, as it 
were. And I think these days he would be called “en-
trepreneurial,” in those days he was simply a very 
hard-working Bermudian that was trying to do his best 
to make his way in the world and had a rather re-
markable range of retail and other businesses that he 
started up. I think, retired a couple of times and even-
tually retired from Roderick De Couto Real Estate as 
well. He provided public service on a number of differ-
ent fronts from the Chamber of Commerce to a num-
ber of Government boards as well, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences to the family of the late Mildred Bean, 
our own colleague, Pat Gordon-Pamplin, [and] former 
Premier, Dame Pam Gordon; as well as the family of 
the late William Tucker. And would like to be associ-
ated with the congratulations to Bishop Nicholas Dill. I 
think it is noteworthy that he started his career as a 
lawyer and found his true calling. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
be associated with the congratulations to the West 
Pembroke Primary School Cheerleaders who were 
the overall winners (I think as a Member said earlier) 
of the Bermuda’s Youth Got Talent competition. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Sandys South, the Honourable Member 
T. E. Lister. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to join in the congratula-
tions as well, especially to Tyler Butterfield, a young 
man who has really worked hard at his sport for a 
number of years and for many years has taken him 
away from the Island on the 24th of May. And I believe 
if he had been here every year he would have won 
this race many times over. So congratulations to a 
really fine performer. 
 I also want to offer congratulations to the win-
ners of the Junior Classic, young David Darrell and 
Selah Tuzo, a nine-year-old.  
 Mr. Speaker, we started this race . . . I was on 
the committee along with Minister Scott (I bet you did 
not know that) Minister Scott and the present commit-
tee which includes . . . is led by my brother, the Hon-
ourable Member Dennis Lister, who started this com-

mittee about 14 years ago. And in that time we have 
seen some really fine performances. We have seen 
young people grow up, so to speak, get into college, 
and represent Bermuda in track and field in many dif-
ferent ways. But this young girl at nine years old was 
two seconds off the record, which is incredible. I can-
not imagine what lies ahead for her should she stay 
with the sport. She is a find . . . a real find. 
 Mr. Speaker, also I want to be joined with the 
congratulations to Nahki Wells. He has had a superb 
season. He capped it off by scoring at Wembley. I 
want to join the Opposition Leader—a feat never at-
tained by a Bermudian before—and we will see where 
he ends up, maybe Crystal Palace. We will see. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Learned Member from Sandys North, the Honourable 
Learned Member, Michael Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I take this opportunity certainly to add my . . . 
to be associated with the condolences added to a 
member of the bar, Mrs. Ann Frith Cartwright 
De Couto, on the passing of her dear husband. And I 
sincerely wanted to attend the home-going service at 
St. Ann’s yesterday. I had a court appointment . . . 
representing . . . that I had to appear on so I was un-
able to attend. 

I was able to attend and want to be associ-
ated . . . I was able to attend the services for Mrs. Mil-
dred Bean and I wish to be associated with the condo-
lences to the Minister of Health, Mrs. Patricia Gordon-
Pamplin. 

In the side of congratulations, Mr. Speaker, 
may I ask this Honourable House to send a letter of 
congratulations to the newly established business 
Paws & Claws [Pet Supplies]. It is a pet shop in my 
constituency which is going to have an official opening 
tomorrow. It is operated by Mr. Steven Barbosa and 
his wife Mrs. Girlie Barbosa. They offer a wide range 
of pet supplies and pets—fish and birds—from this 
store, and I wish to commend them on this piece of 
enterprise that is going on the Cambridge Road. 

Thank you. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Oh, Mr. Speaker, yes may I 
be associated— 
 
The Speaker: No, that is enough for you. 

Yes, carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. Certainly, I would 
like to be associated as well with the congratulations 
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to Bishop Nicholas Dill on his installation most re-
cently. 
 Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
and Learned Member and Minister without Portfolio, 
Minister Leah Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Leah H. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this afternoon I would like to 
send congratulations to Roxanne Christopher and 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority—who is celebrating their 
centennial this year. They are on a 22-city torch tour. 
The Honourable Leader would like to be associated, 
as well [as], Mr. Shawn Crockwell. They are on a 22-
city torch tour and the 22 cities represent the 22 foun-
ders of Delta Sigma Theta. I do not know if you are 
aware that Delta is one of the largest black female 
sororities. 
 
The Speaker: And my wife is a member. 
 
Hon. Leah H. Scott: Oh, okay, all right. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Well aware, well aware. 
 
Hon. Leah H. Scott: The torch was first lit in LA [Los 
Angeles] on the first of January this year and the torch 
is only going to be lit in 20 places, of which Bermuda 
is one. The tour ends in Washington, DC with the 
Delta National Convention. So I think that it is a privi-
lege for us to be included in that. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable and 
Learned Member. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak on congratulatory matters? 
 There are no other Members who would care 
to speak. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
 
The Speaker: I understand that there is one. 
 I recognise now the Honourable Premier who 
has a personal explanation. 
 Carry on, Mr. Premier. 
 

TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON DC BY HON. PRE-
MIER, MINISTER OF TOURISM AND ATTORNEY 

GENERAL 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, certainly. 
 I wish to address questions raised this week. 
They certainly have already raised some of these 
questions. My recent trip that some of my colleagues 
and I took to Washington, DC. I do so to set the re-
cord straight and to ease concerns arising from Oppo-
sition charges that this was some kind of unethical 
undertaking. 
 A few months ago I was contacted by a 
wealthy individual from Maryland who stated that he 
had an investment group that wanted to meet with the 
new Government of Bermuda and to discuss current 
economic conditions in Bermuda. 
 This gentleman stated that he had extensive 
experience in the gaming industry and wanted to 
share with the Government his views regarding gam-
ing’s potential to help revitalise a tourism industry and 
generate jobs in Bermuda here. He wanted to have a 
dialogue concerning economic development in Ber-
muda and specifically asked to meet with me as the 
new Premier of Bermuda, and also requested that the 
Minister of Tourism and the Attorney General attend 
this meeting.  

He said his team had a variety of questions 
they wanted to raise and discuss. I invited this gen-
tleman and his team to come to Bermuda and meet 
with the Government, but he stated that it would be 
very difficult for all of them to get together in Bermuda 
at the time and that he would prefer if a Government 
delegation came to his meeting place. I made it clear 
that, as this was his invitation, the cost of this meeting 
should be fully borne by him. A date was set and a 
delegation, including myself, the Tourism Minister, 
and the Attorney General flew to Washington for the 
meeting. 
 The meeting was very productive and infor-
mative. Several questions were asked concerning 
properties—Club Med properties, other hotel proper-
ties, as well, on the Island, Hamilton waterfront, gam-
ing, all kinds of different areas in Bermuda. Other 
questions were asked in relation to work permits and 
concessions and the Government’s relationship with 
the unions and other topics.  

This was our first contact with this group. 
They had not been identified as a possible partner for 
Bermuda and had never met or liaised with the Eco-
nomic Development Committee. Throughout the 
meeting the Attorney General made it clear to the 
group that any specific project they may be interested 
in would have to go out to tender. This was made 
abundantly clear, I believe, and it was clearly under-
stood, and which is why we had the AG attend this 
meeting to ensure.  

At no time were any bids made or formal ne-
gotiations discussed for any property. No legally bind-
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ing contracts, guarantees, or promises were made for 
any property or any other business in Bermuda. The 
meeting, which lasted several hours, amounted to an 
exchange of information.  

Subsequent to this meeting this group has not 
made any application to this Government as it relates 
to developments in Bermuda. 

This Government is working to create jobs 
and economic prosperity in Bermuda. Foreign capital 
is critical to this effort and so it is a matter of course 
that we met and that we meet with people who can 
bring job-growing investments to the Island. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I do recognise that accept-
ing the invitation to visit the investor group can be 
viewed in the negative. I appreciate, Mr. Speaker, 
these concerns. As always, we have Bermuda’s best 
interests at heart. And we will continue on with the 
important business of restoring jobs and generating 
opportunities for the people of Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Premier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I will make this available 
for you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: There should be no comment on a per-
sonal explanation. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

FIRST READING 
 

AUXILIARY BICYCLES AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Learned Member, the Minister for Tourism and Trans-
port, the Honourable Shawn Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting. 
 The Bill is the Auxiliary Bicycles Amendment 
Act 2013. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Minister for the Environment, the Honourable Sylvan 
Richards. 
 You have the floor. 
 

TAKE NOTE OF REPORT ENTITLED “CLINICAL 
AND CORPORATE GOVERNANCE REVIEW” FOR 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 
 
Hon. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 At the next day of meeting, I propose to move 
the following motion: 
 That this Honourable House take note of the 
report entitled “Clinical and Corporate Governance 
Review” for the Bermuda Hospitals Board produced 
by Howard Associates together with the Special Re-
port of the Ombudsman relating to her review of the 
said Clinical and Corporate Governance Review and 
this Government’s vision and future direction for King 
Edward Memorial Hospital. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any objections to that motion being placed on 
the Order Paper? 
 There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: The first Order of the day is the Com-
panies Amendment Act 2013 in the name of the Hon-
ourable Minister of Economic Development, the Hon-
ourable Grant Gibbons. 
 You have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report  31 May 2013 1207_ 
 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Companies Amendment Act 2013 be now read the 
second time and committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. So Honourable Member, 
please, carry on. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as part of several amendments 
designed to make Bermuda’s legislation more efficient 
and attractive to business, the proposed amendment 
to the Companies Act 1981 will remove a provision 
that currently requires the filing of a prospectus with 
the Registrar of Companies here in Bermuda before 
company shares would be permitted to be issued. 
 

Mr. Speaker, to remove this filing requirement 
the Bill amends sections 26 through 28 (that is Part 3) 
of the Companies Act. The proposed amendments 
would remove the requirement to file a prospectus in 
Bermuda if the company shares were publicly listed 
on any appointed stock exchange pursuant to the 
Companies Act or if the prospectus was received or 
otherwise accepted by a competent regulatory author-
ity. 

Mr. Speaker, the proposed amendments were 
included amongst a number of proposals to modern-
ise the Companies Act submitted by the Bermuda 
Business Development Corporation’s Legislative 
Change Committee. Their report indicated that Ber-
muda would likely lose significant public offerings in 
transactions to competing jurisdictions that did not 
require prospectus filing under the circumstances set 
out. 

Mr. Speaker, for all practical purposes the fil-
ing of a prospectus in Bermuda that has already been 
approved by a stock exchange, for example, in Lon-
don or Hong Kong, or a regulatory authority such as 
the SEC (the Securities and Exchange Commission) 
adds nothing of substance to the Bermuda regulatory 
regime. Anybody with questions about a public offer-
ing in such cases would normally go to the London 
Stock Exchange or the Hong Kong Exchange or in 
fact the SEC in the United States for a copy of the 
prospectus before requesting the same from the Reg-
istrar here in Bermuda. The credibility of the foreign 
exchange or the Regulatory Authority having custody 
of the prospectus is a matter for the Minister’s discre-
tion and he (I, I guess in this case) is empowered to 
appoint the same as may be required from time to 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, the terms of a prospectus are of-
ten only finalised during the final stages of the trans-
action and the need to ensure filing in Bermuda gives 
rise to unnecessary additional procedures, transac-
tional complexity and adds to the cost of doing busi-

ness in Bermuda. It was discovered that some of 
these transactions are being lost to competing juris-
dictions that do not require the publication and filing of 
a prospectus or offering document. 

Mr. Speaker, the completion of the Compa-
nies Amendment Act 2013 (which has now been ta-
bled) is the outcome of an in-depth consultation proc-
ess which considered positions of key stakeholders 
within the Bermudian economy. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish to thank the 
Bermuda Business Development Corporation’s Legis-
lative Change Committee for their help in developing 
these amendments and their ongoing efforts in coop-
eration with Government to keep our companies legis-
lation up to date. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member Glenn Blakeney, the Honourable Member 
from Devonshire [North Central]. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: MP Blakeney, you have the floor. 
 Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: We on this side have no ob-
jection. I would like to commend the Minister and par-
ticularly the Bermuda Business Development Corpo-
ration’s Legislative Change Committee for doing the 
due diligence required and setting out the parameters 
on which this amendment will be guided. And under 
the Companies Amendment [Act] 2013 the Explana-
tory Memorandum makes it very, very clear and con-
cise as to what is intended and what is actually the 
meat and potatoes of this change. 
 So we have no objection and I would like to 
commend the Committee once again for advancing 
and updating the legislation so that we can be a little 
more competitive with a little less bureaucratic proc-
ess. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member Blakeney. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton Parish West, MP Wayne Fur-
bert. 
 MP Furbert, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am also very happy that the Minister has 
brought this today. Just to give a little history of it, it 
really started on a trip that we had to Hong Kong. And 
we had a meeting with some of the law firms in Hong 
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Kong. Bermudian law firms realised that we were los-
ing a lot of business to other jurisdictions, and the 
Government of the day (that is the Progressive Labour 
Party Government) encouraged the . . . at that time, 
our technical staff. And I must thank, Mr. . . . (my mind 
has just gone blank at the moment) but he was at that 
time the director of the business action— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Gilbert, yes, Mr. Gilbert, 
Travis Gilbert— 
 
The Speaker: Travis. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —for taking this through, 
working with the Bermuda Monetary Authority to en-
sure because there were some concerns expressed in 
the community, but we had the director push this and 
make it work, so I am glad that the Minister is now 
bringing this forward. But this is something that was 
really being pushed at that time by the Progressive 
Labour Party Government. So I am glad it came here 
today. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 Honourable Member Minister Gibbons, you 
have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 And I thank Honourable Members for their 
input into this. I think it is also fair to say that this par-
ticular Bill was tabled in last year at the end of 2012. I 
think the difficult thing we are facing here is . . . Mr. 
Speaker, we need to do a better job as a House and a 
Government to progress this Companies legislation.  

The original memo was written back at the 
beginning of 2011. So in point of fact it has taken over 
two years to get this particular set of amendments to 
the floor of the House and I think, certainly, as a new 
Government we have undertaken to the business 
community and others who are involved in trying to 
work with us to keep this legislation up to date that we 
will try and do a better job in terms of moving things 
more expeditiously. Obviously— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —the proof will be in 
the pudding. 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Maybe a point of clarifica-
tion. 

 
The Speaker: Well . . . please. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I just wanted to make the point that I think all 
Honourable Members are pleased to have this legisla-
tion here, but I think in future we need to do a better 
job in terms of moving . . . particularly this company 
legislation forward more expeditiously. 
 Mr. Speaker, with those few comments I move 
that the Bill be committed. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair now asks that the Deputy Speaker 
take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 

House in Committee at 3:07 pm 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 

 
COMMITTEE ON BILL 

 
COMPANIES AMENDMENT ACT 2013 

 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 We are in Committee on the Bill before use 
entitled Companies Amendment Act 2013. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I would like to move all of 
the clauses, clauses 1 through 4. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections? 
 There are no objections. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, thank 
you, Madam Chairman. 
 Clause 1 is simply the title of the . . . clause 1 
is the citation, the title of the Act, that is, the Compa-
nies Amendment Act 2013. 
 Clause 2 amends section 26 of the principal 
Act, that is, the “Company offering shares to public 
shall publish a prospectus.” What clause 2 does is  
amend the principal Act in section 26(1A) to extend 
the occasions when a prospectus is not required to be 
published and filed in Bermuda. The extension of the 
listed filing exceptions will now include cases where 
“an appointed stock exchange or any competent regu-
latory authority has received or otherwise accepted a 
prospectus or other document in connection with the 
offer of shares to the public.” 
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 Madam Chairman, in addition, section 26 is 
further amended in section 26(2)(b) by repealing and 
replacing the subsection so as to harmonise it with the 
amendments to section 26(1A). Effectively, the attor-
ney certificate will no longer be required . . . sorry, will 
no longer require statements indicating that the pro-
spectus has been accepted by an appointed stock 
exchange or competent regulatory authority as this 
requirement has now been removed. 
 Madam Chairman, clause 3 amends section 
27 of the principal Act that is the “Contents of a pro-
spectus.” Clause 3 amends section 27 of the principal 
Act by repealing and replacing section 27(2) so as to 
harmonise this section with the amendments to sec-
tion 26(1A). Therefore, the listed contents of a pro-
spectus in section 27 will not be required in cases 
where the prospectus or other documents relating to 
the offering of shares to the public has been accepted 
by an appointed stock exchange or competent regula-
tory authority. 
 Clause 4 amends section 28 of the principal 
Act by repealing and replacing section 28(2) so as to 
harmonise this section with the amendment to section 
26(1A) in the same manner as detailed in clause 3 
earlier. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
[through] 4 be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 Are there any questions? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 4 passed] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would like to move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 There are no objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Chairman, I 
move that the Bill be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as 
printed. 
 

[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: The Companies Amendment Act 
2013 was considered by a Committee of the whole 
House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 3:11 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 The Bill, the Companies Amendment Act 
2013, has been approved. 
 We now move to Order No. 2 in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism Development and Transport, 
the Honourable— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carried over? 
 Order No. 3 is the second reading of the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Amendment Act [2013] in the name of 
the Minister of Public Safety, Minister Michael 
Dunkley. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That was carried over. 
 
The Speaker: Carried over as well? 
 Order No. 4. Are we going to do that? Order 
No. 4 is the Prisons Amendment Act 2013 in the name 
of the Minister of Public Safety. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Prisons 
Amendment Act 2013 be now read the second time 
and committed. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 There are none so, please, carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the Bill be-
fore this Honourable House is the Prisons Amend-
ment Act 2013. With these five clauses this Govern-
ment sharpens the focus against gangs, guns, drugs, 
and violence. 
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 Mr. Speaker, on every front we as a commu-
nity must bring to bear every available resource to 
meet the challenge posed by our lifestyle that threat-
ens to scar a generation. 

With this Bill, Mr. Speaker, this Government 
targets those persons who would treat a sentence of 
imprisonment as no barrier to their illegal activities. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bill before this Honourable 
House creates a definition for a “prohibited high risk 
article.” Honourable Members will note that the list of 
“prohibited high risk articles” includes controlled 
drugs, firearms, cell phones, and any offensive 
weapon. 

Mr. Speaker, much of the focus of the Bill has 
rightly been on cell phones in prison. It is a reality of 
life—of prison life—in Bermuda that the demand for 
contact with the outside world is often satisfied by a 
few individuals’ regrettable conduct. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot emphasise strongly 
enough a cell phone in the hands of an inmate is a 
weapon as dangerous as any knife or gun. The seri-
ousness of these facts is demonstrated in this Bill’s 
creation of a specific offence of purveying prohibited 
high risk articles into prison. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members are urged 
to note that the language of this Bill is quite deliberate. 
“Any person” who conveys a prohibited high risk arti-
cle into prison commits an offence—any person—Mr. 
Speaker. It is important for the public to recognise that 
these issues are not unique to Bermuda. Most juris-
dictions facing gang issues have been required to 
meet this challenge. In the United States, President 
Obama signed a 2010 federal law that prohibits the 
use of or possession of mobile phones and wireless 
devices in prison. In the UK, the Offender Manage-
ment Act 2007 sets out extensive lists of prohibited 
articles which includes mobile phones and some re-
cording devices. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bill before this Honourable 
House also seeks to increase the sentences for of-
fences committed under this Act. Terms of imprison-
ment and fines to be imposed are both significantly 
increased as a further indication of this Government’s 
zero tolerance in this area. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to advise Honour-
able Members that this Bill supports a strong stance 
taken by the Commissioner of Corrections, Colonel 
Lamb. The Commissioner’s position is likewise fully 
endorsed by the Prison Officers’ Association, its Ex-
ecutive and its Chairman, Mr. Dennis Brown. The de-
partment’s management and its representative unions 
agreement on this danger posed by cell phones in a 
prison bodes well for the effective enforcement of the 
provisions under consideration by the House today. 

Mr. Speaker, as I commend this Bill to the 
House, I wish to reiterate this Government’s firm 
commitment to the people of Bermuda to making 
Bermuda safe again. The agencies within the criminal 
justice system work exceptionally hard to secure con-

victions and impose sentences that reflect the public’s 
serious concerns about offences of violence and anti-
social behaviour. The Bill before the House today 
seeks to ensure that neither the court’s intent nor the 
people’s legitimate expectations are frustrated. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Minister. 
 Does any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Learned Member from Sandys [South Central], MP 
Wilson. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Kim A. Wilson: Thank you very much. Good 
afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we on this side commend the 
Government for bringing this legislation. The timing is 
actually fortuitous based on the fact that we heard 
from the Honourable Minister of Public Safety this 
morning a Ministerial Statement indicating recent epi-
sodes that happened over the 24th of May holiday with 
respect to an attempted . . . breaches in the code, in 
the prison code, and obviously there was some in-
strument used, and, therefore, legislation like this can 
further solidify the importance of ensuring that per-
sons that attempt to smuggle in illegal contraband will 
be dealt with severely in the eyes of the law. 
 I just have a couple of comments, Mr. 
Speaker, concerning this . . . and that is with respect 
to the general intent of the legislation concerning the 
increase of the penalties. And I do note that the pen-
alty increases are somewhat substantial and it, again, 
shows the importance of attempting to prevent illegal 
contraband from entering the prisons.  

In addition, Mr. Speaker, I think it is important 
to note that this amendment will also provide for fur-
ther safety for the prison officers, the men and women 
that do a stellar job in our corrections facility day in 
and day out, ensuring that their mandate of providing 
a safe environment for those that find themselves in-
carcerated is carried out. It also, obviously, will ensure 
further protection for those that are housed within the 
correctional facilities. We know it is like fishing. You 
cannot catch them all. And, regrettably, when we take 
steps as a legislative body to try to minimise or reduce 
infractions and the causes of contraband illegally en-
tering into the facility, then those persons that are cur-
rently housed in the facility are likely to devise other 
plans. So we have to constantly be on our mark. And, 
again, I commend the Government for bringing this 
timely piece of legislation. 
 I do wonder, based on the legislation, where, 
if anywhere, we are concerning the other amend-
ments or recommendations that were coming from the 
prison review that was done biweekly. I appreciate 
that that review had commenced under the PLP ad-
ministration, and some of the issues that were raised 
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in that review, Mr. Speaker, spoke specifically to mat-
ters such as these, illegal contraband and what steps 
can be taken, in addition to legislative steps, to help to 
minimise the instances of illegal and unlawful contra-
band. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable and Learned 
Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Sandys South, MP T. E. Lister. 
 MP Lister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the Minister for 
sending over the Act to me a couple of days ago. I 
think he wanted to get me involved so I would be at 
fault if I sat here and did not get involved. 
 First of all, I am going to say that this is a 
good measure. We need this sort of amendment. 
Convicts or those who are being held within our pris-
ons should not be able to interfere with the public, 
they should not be able to interfere with witnesses, 
they should not be able to conduct their business from 
the prisons. And so the restriction, the outlawing of 
cell phones, will certainly have a big impact on that. 
They are to be there for a penalty and rehabilitation, 
not to run their business. 
 However, to pass it is one thing; to enact it 
and carry it out is another. And so I would encourage 
the Minister to be sure that the senior members, in 
fact, all the members of the prison service are going to 
do the right thing in making sure that these weap-
ons—whatever weapons our prisoners may have—
are searched for. I would be interested actually in 
knowing how often we are actually going out now and 
doing searches of the prison. It is something that goes 
in cycles.  

People get excited and there are a lot of 
searches, searches, searches, searches, and then it 
dies away. Nothing is being looked for. We have to 
have a consistent policy there. 

There have been times when it has been 
thought that the ion scan is not working. Does it work 
or does it not work? When people come to visit the 
prison, if they are carrying contraband are they 
stopped right there at the gate or is it getting in be-
cause visitors are bringing it in? The prison service 
saw fit a number of years ago to have a team of snif-
fer dogs. It makes perfect sense. How effective are 
they? Not to say that the dogs do not know what they 
are doing, but how well used are the dogs? 

You know, one of the things that we do not 
see on any . . . with any degree of regularity is prison-
ers appearing back in the courts for . . . what is the 
word I am looking for? Help me. 
 
An Hon. Member: Breaches. 
 

Hon. Terry E. Lister: Breaches—Illegal activities that 
take place within the prisons. Too often it appears that 
it is not addressed or if it is addressed they end up 
before the Treatment of Offenders Board or some-
thing like that. If you have broken the law, you have 
broken the law and you should be in front of a judge. 
And so I would like to encourage the Minister and the 
Commissioner to get people who break the law in 
front of a judge. We saw a couple of cases earlier this 
year where prisoners found themselves back in the 
courts. That is where they belong if they are breaking 
the law. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am concerned that year in and 
year out we never seem to have gotten on top of stuff 
being thrown over the wall. I could never figure that 
out. I was Prison Minister. You were Prison Minister. 
And it happened when we were Ministers. And why 
we cannot stop it is beyond me. The case that the 
Minister discussed this morning in his Ministerial 
Statement was twofold. One, the gentleman  . . . Is 
that the right word for a prisoner? (I guess.) The gen-
tleman found a way to cut his way out of his cell; but, 
two, he was cutting out of his cell to get what had 
been thrown over the wall. So you have both things 
happening. So we have to get on top of this freedom 
to throw things over the wall. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Well, there you go! The interjec-
tion is, How did he even know that it was there? So he 
had a cell [phone] to know it was there because 
someone phoned him and said, I’ve thrown it over the 
wall. Go get it.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am hard pressed to remember 
the last time somebody actually appeared in court for 
assisting a prisoner to carry out an illegal activity. I am 
sure it has happened at some point, but I am hard 
pressed to remember it. And I think if we were more 
diligent in this regard in prosecuting—I almost said 
persecuting (some in the public would prefer persecut-
ing, but prosecuting—people who carry on in this 
manner will stop people from doing it. 
 I know we are not allowed to be specific at 
this point, but in the Bill itself one of the things that is 
referred to that is now made illegal is the handling of 
. . . give me permission just to look at it, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You are going to . . . you want to speak 
on it when you get in Committee? 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: No, no, I am just trying to draw 
the reference. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: I just need to find it. 
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 It talked about the contravention of prison 
rules by a prisoner whether or not within the prison. 
That little sub . . . what would you call it? Little piece in 
parentheses (that is what it is) is very important, be-
cause many prisoners are not dangerous to the com-
munity. They are on a day release-type programme. 
They go out and about and they carry on activities that 
are in contravention of the prison rules. And so this 
will catch that up.  

I am pleased to see that the Minister is mak-
ing this change because it is not right to say, Well, in 
the prison you cannot do this, that and the other. Your 
behaviour has been so good we are sending you out. 
And then you go out and do all the things that you 
were not supposed to do inside. And I do recall a 
case, when I was the Minister, that led to some very 
severe repercussions when a prisoner was out doing 
things he should not have been doing. 

So I applaud the Minister for making these 
changes and I support the amendments that are being 
brought today. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member, Mrs. Susan Jackson. 
 You have the floor, MP Jackson. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: In response to the Honour-
able Member, Terry Lister, I just would like to say, as 
a Member of the Treatment of Offenders Board, that 
we often are in the prison system—both in the West 
End and in the East End—and that I would like to say 
that we are most inquisitive and ask many of the 
pressing and sensitive questions that have been 
brought to the Honourable House this afternoon. And 
so I would like to say that although I cannot speak to 
any specifics because of security, I do want to let him 
know that at least the Treatment of Offenders Board is 
very active and very much a part of the system. 
 The other thing that I would also like to say is 
that the Treatment of Offenders Board is very suppor-
tive of this amendment and we thank the House for 
making these specific changes. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 The Chair now recognises the Minister. 
 Minister Dunkley, you have to reply. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 First, let me thank honourable colleagues on 
the other side for their support of this Bill and maybe 
next time I will think a little bit longer before I send the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Lister, a copy of . . . no, I 
certainly appreciate the comments because that is 
how we can work better together and make our legis-
lation stronger. 
 So to answer some of the specific questions 
before we go into Committee, the Honourable Mem-
ber Wilson—the prison review conducted biweekly—a 
number of the recommendations have been imple-
mented. I think you might recall that perhaps the most 
predominant one was the structure—the organisa-
tional structure—has been discussed by the Colonel, 
discussed within the Ministry, and a paper will be go-
ing to Cabinet soon to finalise that. And much of the 
other work is still ongoing and certainly playing a vital 
part of what we do going forward. 
 I can assure Honourable Members that from 
the inception of my time as the Minister, we developed 
very strong relationships within every department of 
the Ministry of Public Safety. And I am pleased to see 
that the Colonel and his colleagues up at Corrections 
have been very open about some of the challenges 
they face, some of the initiatives they have, and we 
have developed a very strong working relationship. 
And one of the things that we focused in on is improv-
ing security and increasing the searches and making 
them more random. 
 To answer the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Lister, sniffer dogs play an instrumental part in just 
about every search. They are well used and they are 
very successful and good at what they do. So I think 
Members of this Honourable Chamber can take some 
comfort in that. 
 Honourable Member Lister did refer to seeing 
people come before the courts. Just two weeks ago 
there was an individual before the courts. And I can 
assure you that the Commissioner is going to stay on 
top of this matter to make not only the prisons more 
safe but his officers more safe and the country more 
comfortable with what is going with safety in Bermuda. 
 So having said that, Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be now committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 I will ask the Deputy Speaker if she would 
please come to take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 

House in Committee at 3:30 pm 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
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The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Prisons Amendment Act 
2013. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would like to move clauses 1 [through] 5, as 
printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been requested that we move 
clauses 1 [through] 5, as printed. 
 Are there any objections? 
 Minister, proceed. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. 
 Madam Chairman, clause 1 is a standard cita-
tion. 
 Clause 2 amends section 2(1) of the principal 
Act by adding the definition “prohibited high risk arti-
cle.” Madam Chairman, as I indicated when we were 
in the House, the list of prohibited high risk articles 
includes cell phones and any equipment or apparatus 
fit and intended for use in connection with a hand-held 
mobile telephone. Madam Chairman, this comprehen-
sive definition is important as it covers batteries and 
chargers, all of which form part of contraband that 
finds its way into our prisons. 
 Clause 3 amends section 26 of the principal 
Act and sets out the increased sentencing provisions 
for the offences committed under this Act. Madam 
Chairman, on summary conviction the term of impris-
onment is increased from 6 to 12 months and the fine 
from $500 to $2,000. On indictment, the term of im-
prisonment is increased from 12 months to 2 years. 
 Clause 4, Madam Chairman, amends the 
principal Act to create the new offence of “conveying 
prohibited high risk articles into prison.” Honourable 
Members are invited to take note that this new offence 
has its own sentencing regime and the punishment on 
summary conviction is imprisonment for 2 years or a 
fine of $3,000 or both. While upon conviction on in-
dictment imprisoned for 3 years. 
 Clause 5 amends section 27 of the principal 
Act in making consequential amendments to section 
27 to reflect the addition of section 26A, the new of-
fence section. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 It has been moved that clauses 1 [through] 5 
be approved. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to any of  clauses 1 [through] 5? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Honour-
able Member Kim Wilson, Shadow Attorney General 
and Shadow Minister of Legal Affairs. 

 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Kim A. Wilson: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Just one question. And perhaps I am over 
thinking this, so forgive me. With respect to [clause] 
2(d), “offensive weapon,” I just note that the definition 
of “offensive weapons” is contained in the Criminal 
Code. But from my own experience in recognising that 
there have oftentimes been cases where it is some-
what challenging to prove an offensive weapon . . . 
[Member holds up a pen] This is an offensive weapon 
for all intents—my Montblanc pen. I mean, for all in-
tents and purposes. So there are degrees of subjectiv-
ity and I just did not know whether or not it was envi-
sioned that that might prove problematic insofar as 
whether . . . perhaps it might be too wide. That is just 
a question.  

And, again, I may be over thinking 
it. Something that could be used . . . an umbrella 
could be an offensive weapon for all intents and pur-
poses, or a toy that you are bringing in with a child. I 
am just wondering whether or not that was envi-
sioned, and whether there were any concerns with 
that. And section 315D(4) of the Criminal Code de-
fines offensive weapons. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to this motion? 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I thank the Honourable 
Member, and let us just put that in a category that you 
might be over thinking it.  
 If there are no other comments, I move that 
the Preamble be considered. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. 

Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I move that the Bill be re-
ported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 The Bill will be reported to the House as 
printed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Prisons Amendment Act 2013 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and passed without amendment.] 
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House resumed at 3:35 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
[Gavel] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Speaker: So we have agreed to the Prisons 
Amendment Act 2013. 
 Now we will move to Order No. 5 which is the 
Firearms Amendment Act [2013], again, in the name 
of the Minister of Public Safety, the Honourable Minis-
ter Michael Dunkley. 
 You have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

FIREARMS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Firearms 
Amendment Act 2013 be now read the second time 
and committed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are none so, please, carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bill before the Honourable 
House this afternoon is the Firearms Amendment Act 
2013. 

Honourable Members will be aware that Ber-
muda will host the NatWest Island Games in July. And 
these games will bring together a number of island 
nations to compete in a wide array of sporting events 
and is expected to include competition in six different 
International Shooting Sport Federation disciplines. 

This Bill seeks to provide the necessary legal 
framework to facilitate such shooting competitions at 
the upcoming Island games and at other international 
competitions to be held in Bermuda in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, for some time now there has 
been a small group of competitive shooting enthusi-
asts in Bermuda.  Individuals of the Coral Reefs Rifle 
and Pistol Club, the Bermuda Shotgun Club, and the 
Bermuda Target Shooting Association regularly com-
pete in shooting competitions overseas and target 
practice here on the Island. 

The Firearms Act 1973 permits members in 
good standing of the licensed rifle clubs to use li-
censed firearms on a rifle range operated by a li-
censed rifle club during the course of target practice. 

Despite this provision, Mr. Speaker, as it stands the 
1973 Act does not permit Bermudians or persons or-
dinarily resident in Bermuda to practice using certain 
prohibited weapons including air rifles, air guns, and 
air pistols for a period of longer than two months. 
Such a prohibition puts Bermudian target shooting 
athletes at a disadvantage in international shooting 
competitions as its required continuous practice is not 
possible locally. 

Mr. Speaker, as a result of this Bill the Com-
missioner of Police will, at his discretion, be permitted 
to grant firearm licences for certain prohibited weap-
ons for the purpose of participating in sanctioned 
shooting competitions to Bermudians and individuals 
ordinarily resident in Bermuda for periods of up to 12 
months. The licence will permit the licensee to import 
and possess a firearm for use in connection with a 
sanctioned shooting competition. 

Mr. Speaker, these amendments have come 
after much consultation with the Bermuda Police Ser-
vice and representatives of the Island’s rifle clubs and 
the NatWest Games organisers. 

Honourable Members are acutely aware of 
the current climate in Bermuda surrounding the illegal 
use of firearms to commit violent crimes. Members of 
the House should rest assured that the Commissioner 
does not take the issuance of firearm licences lightly. 
Licences will only be issued to members of licensed 
rifle clubs who have met police clearance. Further, the 
weapons for which licences will be issued are not eas-
ily concealable or traditionally sought after by crimi-
nals for the purpose of committing violent crimes. 

Mr. Speaker, this Bill will also provide for the 
grant of an ammunition licence to allow a person pos-
sessing a licence for use of a firearm in connection 
with a sanctioned shooting competition to possess, 
purchase, or acquire ammunition specified in the li-
cence. This will allow visitors competing in sanctioned 
shooting competitions to handle the ammunition re-
quired for their respective shooting events. The 1973 
[Firearms] Act already requires that each round of 
ammunition fired from a licensed firearm be ac-
counted for. 

These amendments, Mr. Speaker, introduce 
further security in that they do not permit an air rifle 
licensee to import ammunition as the Commissioner of 
Police has determined that the range of ammunition 
suitable for air rifles is wide and difficult to police. For 
the purpose of the upcoming NatWest Island Games, 
no ammunition at all will be imported by visiting com-
petitors. All required ammunition will be supplied and 
accounted for by the organisers of the competition. 

Mr. Speaker, to further aid in the production of 
the internationally sanctioned shooting competitions in 
Bermuda, this Bill will permit the Commissioner to 
grant temporary firearm dealers licences for the dura-
tion of a sanctioned shooting competition to a volun-
teer or staff member employed by a dealer at a sanc-
tioned shooting competition. This will allow persons 
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assisting in the armouries of the competition to handle 
and store weapons and ammunition to be used by the 
competitors. 

Mr. Speaker, target shooting is becoming an 
increasingly popular sporting event. With the proper 
legislative provisions and safeguards provided by this 
Bill, Bermuda can produce strong competitors and 
safely host major shooting competitions that will at-
tract new visitors to our shores. 

Mr. Speaker, I will say one more thing before I 
sit down. During the consultation on this Bill which has 
spanned a number of months under the former Gov-
ernment and now the current Government, there has 
been a wide range of discussions on many issues. It 
is our position within the Ministry [that] to enable these 
games to go ahead these amendments are vital. Any 
further discussions about changes to the Firearms Act 
will be discussed between all the relevant parties and 
the Commissioner of Police at a time soon to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to commend this 
Bill to the House and for Honourable Members to dis-
cuss. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from Devonshire [North Central], MP Glenn 
Blakeney. 
 MP Blakeney, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like to commend the Minister and his 
technical staff for the work that has been done to date, 
particularly with regard to the provisioning of what will 
be required for the competitors to actively engage in 
competition here in Bermuda. 
 However, be that as it may, I am also very 
concerned with regard to the constituency of competi-
tive (what would you say?) shooters, rifles. And I know 
pistols are very limited  because you know they actu-
ally compete at a great disadvantage because of the 
restrictions here in Bermuda. Unlike the US, we have 
gun control. The US is still going through this huge 
debate, as you would know, relative to guns as a re-
sult of the kind of violent crime that is committed there 
on a daily basis—some of the most heinous violent 
gun crimes in the world are taking place there.  

We do not have that problem here (thank 
God), probably because of our sheer size and also in 
major part because of the laws that exist, notwith-
standing the circumvention by those that would en-
gage in some of the activities involving gun violence 
and gun crime. 
 So when you look . . . in consideration of the 
shooters’ lobby—those that have for many, many 
years represented Bermuda as competitors and in-

deed ambassadors at various competitions around the 
world being at such a disadvantage because of . . . I 
would say to a great degree fear and paranoia. And 
that is because there has never been one incident 
involving any member of an organised rifle association 
in this country that has gone beyond the law in han-
dling their weapon or exposing their weapon. 

At one time in this country they could actually 
store their weapons in their homes, and at one time 
ammunition. And over time that changed. We had the 
gun violence, of course, the infamous crime that in-
volved the death and the fatal shooting of a former 
Police Commissioner and former Governor. So it was 
looked at again.  

Notwithstanding that, those who have been in 
control of their firearms through protocols and proc-
esses have adhered strictly to the law. And as the 
Minister quite rightly noted, it is becoming more and 
more popular. You have even skiers that shoot in the 
Olympics, which is a very, very demanding skill. And 
of course, shooting at the Olympics, in Caribbean Re-
gional Games, always attract shooters from Bermuda 
who, for the most part, have to engage in their own 
fundraising to compete. 

They are, again, at a disadvantage because 
the facilities that exist in Bermuda are challenging. 
The police have concerns about them and I think be-
cause of these Island games there has been much 
more attention than would have ordinarily have been 
given to that particular constituency. 

I would encourage (as the Minister has indi-
cated) to move forward in being considerate and sen-
sitive and notwithstanding the law and in no way com-
promising the integrity of processes which ensure the 
protection of citizens in this country, but to look widely 
at how the facilitating of the organised clubs in this 
country where every member is extremely and care-
fully vetted to ensure that they are appropriate to pos-
sessing or even operating a firearm. You have in 
these rifle clubs ex-military men who some would de-
clare being marksmen and have a designation very 
close to that because of their shooting ability—their 
prowess as far as target shooting is concerned. There 
are various private properties where there are safety 
measures in place, where they use the rifles with the 
. . . you know, the pull . . . what do you call that shoot-
ing? 
 
An Hon. Member: Skeet. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The skeet shooting that goes 
on and has been going on for a number of years. 
There have been absolutely no incidents because it is 
very tightly controlled and there are very responsible 
people that are involved in this sport because of the 
vetting process, for one. And all of the guns have to 
be licensed. The police now hold all the guns. 

There are no guns legally possessed by any 
member of this community in their homes. There is no 
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ammunition in anyone’s home, legally. The police 
have to keep all the ammunition; there is a registration 
process for actively using the gun for target shooting 
and practice, and the like. 

But there is still the huge disadvantage be-
cause of the limited access they have to the weapons 
and the ammo required to practice for any competition 
or just as a sport. You go to the islands south of us 
and just as an ordinary citizen visiting that jurisdiction 
. . . for example, Barbados. You can go to a shooting 
club [which is] very, very rigidly controlled, and you 
can engage in the skeet shooting and in target shoot-
ing, rifle shooting, air pistol shooting—not air pistol—
but handgun shooting targets . . . various . . . and it is 
a first-class facility, a first-class facility. No incidents. 

A huge vetting process has to be adhered to 
for people that want to own their guns because certain 
people can own guns. In fact, Members of Parliament 
are granted licences to carry a sidearm, particularly 
. . . I should not say Members of Parliament, I stand to 
be corrected, Ministers of the Government can carry a 
sidearm in various countries, one being Barbados. I 
would not say that that is where we need to be going 
and we not need be even thinking about that here in 
Bermuda. 
 So I am extremely supportive of the gun laws 
that we have in a general sense, but I would implore 
the Minister to act on his indicated promise that he will 
engage stakeholders with a wide consultative process 
to ensure that the best policies can be put into place 
particularly for those who are actively involved in 
competitive shooting in this country so that they can 
compete to their highest level when representing the 
country, not just as shooters in that sport, but as true 
ambassadors of this Island. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 Minister, it looks like it is you again. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Oh, I do recognise the Honourable 
Learned Member from Sandys North, MP Michael 
Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I want to thank the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Blakeney, for his statements. May I put the position of 
the Government very front and centre and squarely? 
This amendment is not supported. I take note of the 
observations of Mr. Blakeney— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —not supported. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: It is not supported. As the 
spokesman for . . . and your Shadow, I am putting the 
affirmative position. Of course, I thank the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Blakeney for actually painting the water-
front about our regime for firearms in this country. 

And as he very properly points out, we have a 
regime of dealing with firearms that is restrictive and it 
does not involve the situation that pertains in the 
United States where there is a right to bear arms un-
der the Constitution. There is a largely proscriptive set 
of provisions under the Firearms Act that mostly pro-
hibits both the possession and discharging and use of 
firearms. And then there is a complementary surround 
of legislation that provides licensure that makes some 
exceptions so that primarily the police may possess 
firearms, the Regiment may possess firearms, and 
then licensed organisations and individuals may pos-
sess firearms. 

And it is clear that the intention of the 
amendments today is to extend the licensure to a new 
category of participants in competitive shooting, com-
petitions brought to the Island. But we have to be ex-
tremely careful that when expanding these restrictions 
that the level of consultation that goes on is consulta-
tion that ensures that the firearms permissions that 
are going to be given to clubs (as my friend, Mr. 
Blakeney, was indicating) is fair and is not seen in any 
sense to be exclusive or excluding in any way. 

And it is on this basis that we have concerns 
about supporting the amendment today, albeit as 
stated by the Minister that consultation took place, it is 
very clear that his primary objective—the primary ob-
jective, therefore, by extension of the Government—is 
to facilitate these games. 

But we want to ensure that the Firearms Act 
and the way that it is both managed and amended in 
the country is fair. And fairness will only happen with 
wide consultation. I understand too that there is the 
right balance to be struck when in Bermuda, as we 
now have it, and my friend, Mr. Blakeney, alluded to it 
in a context where the lethality of any kind of weapon 
or firearm is a matter of considerable debate in this 
country. Because of the deaths in the country, we 
have to be careful, and from the perspective of the 
Progressive Labour Party Opposition we have to ex-
tremely careful about how we proceed to expand the 
permissions for use and deployment of firearms. 

And whilst I accept too that this burden that 
the gatekeeper in Bermuda . . . at the present time the 
gatekeeper and guardian of . . . watching and monitor-
ing who has the ability to have possession and to dis-
charge firearms is in the capable hands of the Com-
missioner of Police, and in this climate it is now way 
past time that we ensure that there are proper checks, 
proper vetting, proper . . . that assist the Commis-
sioner. 
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I would grateful to learn from the Minister 
whether the arrangements currently in place, and 
whether the burden falls entirely on either the Com-
missioner or his designate on ensuring that we do not 
have persons becoming able to handle firearms, use 
firearms, who ought not to handle them. Very much in 
the context of the debate that has been going on in 
the United States about persons getting firearms, Mr. 
Speaker, who are not mentally well, too young to have 
them, and using them to create . . . death or insecurity 
in our country. 
 In the current climate we already have enough 
problems with illegal firearms in the hands of crimi-
nals. And when it comes to any regime that permits or 
licenses under legislation the possession and importa-
tion of ammunition and the possession and importa-
tion of firearms, we should be sure, we should abso-
lutely ensure that there is a credible, workable regime 
for vetting persons who are going to be licensed—the 
licensees—so that the most undesired eventuality of 
misuse of firearms allowed under the licensure regime 
does not result in injury or death. 
 Mr. Speaker, so with those comments, I indi-
cate up front that we do not support these amend-
ments and that is the position of the Opposition. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you, Honourable and 
Learned Member. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from St. David’s, MP Foggo. 
 MP Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I will 
be quite brief. 
 I do have to get up and make my concerns 
known because looking at the legislation I accept and 
understand the need for the Minister to ensure public 
safety first and foremost. 

However, we have a group of Bermudians 
who are being disenfranchised. Whilst this legislation 
will allow for, I guess, foreigners to come in and prac-
tice their skill for the NatWest Games, Bermudians are 
disenfranchised in the way that all year long they are 
unable to engage in proper practice to ensure that if 
they do compete, they are competing on a level where 
they are able to really challenge any opponents. 

And as a group, I do not think that there is any 
history that speaks to any behaviours that would war-
rant the Ministry to look at that group in a sense to not 
allow them to be able to participate in the practice 
needed so that they can be first-class at their skills. 
And there have been no known members to be in-
volved in any crimes as the Minister has more or less 
alluded to in his Statement. 

So I would query why more has not been 
done to try and draft legislation in such a way that will 
allow members of these rifle clubs and the like to be 

able to practice their sport all year long, because I am 
sure I am not the only one, but members have sought 
out different Members of Parliament and spoke about 
them having to, any time they want to engage in prac-
tice, fly overseas. And I am sure that, you know, the 
cost is quite high that every time they want to practice, 
they have to fly overseas just to get some shooting 
practice. 

And I think you can almost say this is prejudi-
cial to Bermudians and certainly we can draft legisla-
tion in such a way that ensures public safety but at the 
same time— 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
An Hon. Member: Sorry. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: —but at the same time allows 
for those Bermudians who engage in this sport to be 
able to carry out their activities and not be inhibited 
from doing what is necessary in order to compete on 
the international level. And because this legislation 
does not do enough to ensure that members of the 
public who are members of such clubs [are] afforded 
the opportunity to practice their sport, it makes it very 
difficult for someone like me who is here speaking on 
behalf of constituents and fellow Bermudians to sup-
port something that is not really doing enough to en-
sure that they are not being disenfranchised. 
 So Mr. Speaker, again, I understand that the 
Minister has to ensure public safety, but I do not think 
that we should be doing things in . . . I suppose under 
the umbrella of “what if” I guess, if you will. What if . . . 
you know, these guns are used in an inappropriate 
way? Because we could be saying “what if” for any 
number of things. And so, it to me is not necessarily a 
logical and rational way of putting legislation together. 
I think I would ask the Minister if he could have a re-
think about the proposed changes to ensure that we 
indeed are not disenfranchising our local members 
because on the face of it, it seems somewhat prejudi-
cial and you know I am always . . . I suppose you 
could say leery of putting a “Yea” to some legislation 
that is prejudicial. 
 So, Mr. Minister, I am hoping that you can 
have a rethink and think of a way in which you can 
draft the legislation to ensure that Bermudians are 
able to practice their sport all year long with the nec-
essary safety precautions and measurements being 
set in place to satisfy, I guess, the public concern, but 
at the same time making sure that no one is disen-
franchised. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: All right thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Foggo. 
 Is there any other Member who would care to 
speak? 
 No other Member is going to speak, so I will 
recognise the Minister in charge.  
 Minister Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First, let me start out by thanking the Honour-
able Member Blakeney for his support. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I did not support it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Hansard will tell me 
clearly what was said. 
 But let me also correct the— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Minister, thank you. 
 Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Clarification] 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I spoke in the sense of the 
general laws that govern guns in Bermuda—
supporting that. With regard to this particular piece of 
legislation, my whole thrust was to say how I felt as far 
as the rifle clubs were being disenfranchised, not able 
to practice— 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you, thank you— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —or anything like that. So 
I— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I do not see how you could 
see that as being support for this piece of legislation. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, it seems like 
we got some sixes and sevens over there, but I will 
move on. 
 And let me correct the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Blakeney. Some years ago there were actually 
two rifles that were stolen from a gun club. And sec-
ondly, pistols . . . we should all know that pistols are 
the choice of gun crime in Bermuda, so more care 
certainly has to be given any time we take a look at 
those type of considerations. 

 Mr. Speaker, Government made a commit-
ment to make Bermuda safe again. The Ministry of 
Public Safety breathes that commitment every minute 
of the day—7 days a week, 365 days a year. We have 
made the commitment [and] we will continue to dia-
logue and communicate with all the individuals in the 
gun clubs throughout Bermuda. We will honour that 
commitment, Mr. Speaker. 
 The current Government has brought these 
amendments to the floor of this Honourable Chamber 
to do the people’s business to allow the NatWest 
Games to have shooting competitions. The former 
Government had the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, and 
did not do it. I will say no more. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: He is misleading the House. 
The Honourable Member knows quite well there was 
a long-standing engagement, even with the Governor, 
and there was ambiguity as to who should or could 
change the legislation. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Therein lies the impasse that 
we had. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: But we supported the gun 
clubs to get them the ability— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —to practice on a regular 
basis. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for the correction. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Back at sixes and sevens, 
again. I will continue on. 
 Let me be very clear, the Ministry met several 
times with the shooting organisations, we shared the 
draft Bill with the shooting organisations, and they 
support the draft Bill as it is. The Games will go on 
with this Bill. 

Admittedly, there are some other things that 
the shooting organisations want—I said that upfront in 
my brief. However, Mr. Speaker, when organisations 
come to you and say, We want to lower the age for 
people to shoot to under 15, with the state of violence 
in Bermuda—and gun violence has rocked this Island 
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over the past four years—we have to be very careful 
on how we react to that. We are not going to rush any-
thing through without doing proper consultation with 
that.  

And I will say it again, we gave our commit-
ment to communicate. We will continue to do that. 
And I think every one of those organisations know that 
they can reach the Ministry and get in touch with the 
Minister and we will continue to have this dialogue 
and discussion. I am not going back on that commit-
ment. I do not think the department—the Ministry—
would allow me to go back on that commitment. 

I take strong offence, Mr. Speaker, when 
Members on that side say it is like we are “prejudicing 
Bermudians.” Nothing could be further from the truth 
because if they thought it was prejudicing Bermudi-
ans, they should have done something about it a long 
time ago. Nothing was done. And I do not want to 
hear excuses about we tried and all that stuff because 
that does not wash with me. Try does not mean any-
thing—you have got to get results. This Government 
is bringing results. 

Now, let me say something else, Mr. Speaker, 
to clear up some fallacy. The Honourable Member 
muttered something over there about breaking laws. If 
he wants to stand on his feet, I will clarify that one too. 
If you are going to mutter something, make sure you 
are correct. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not going to let comments 
like that go because when Opposition Members talk 
about breaking laws in this Honourable Chamber, you 
cannot let that stuff go. I will deal with it if he wants to 
stand up and clarify. If not, I will move on, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, let me clear 
up the misconception. Honourable Members on that 
side said that they could not practice before. They 
could practice before—year round—just not with cer-
tain prohibited weapons. Now they can. That is what 
these amendments are doing—except with air pistols.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, given the commitment to 
all those rifle clubs, we will honour that commitment. 
This Bill is fair because there has been wide consulta-
tion. This Government will make sure that Bermuda 
continues to get safer every day, and we will dialogue 
as we move forward. 
 If we want the Island Games to be successful 
with the investment that the past Government and 
current Government are making, we need to pass 
these amendments today. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With that, I now would like to move into Com-
mittee. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 The Honourable Minister has moved we move 
into Committee.  

 Is there any objection to that? 
 We will now ask that the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker [to] step forward. 
 

House in Committee at 4:08 pm 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

FIREARMS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Members, we are now in 
Committee of the whole [House] for further considera-
tion of the Bill entitled the Firearms Amendment Act 
2013. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would like to move all five clauses. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
[through] 5 be approved. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 Are there any questions? 
 No objection? 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 As I said this Bill seeks to amend the 1973 
Firearms Act—the principal Act—primarily to allow 
persons taking part in sanctioned shooting competi-
tions to import the firearms and to use ammunition in 
connection with such shooting. 
 Clause 1 is a standard citation provision. 
 Clause 2 amends section 1 of the principal 
Act by adding the definition “sanctioned shooting 
competition” as “a shooting competition, approved by 
the Commissioner [of Police], of which notice is made 
by general notice in the Gazette.” 
 Clause 3 amends section 5 of the principal 
Act by adding a provision to allow “a person possess-
ing Bermuda status or is ordinarily resident in Ber-
muda” to be granted a temporary firearm licence not 
exceeding a period of 12 months which shall authorise 
the licensee to import and possess a firearm for use in 
connection with a sanctioned shooting competition. 
 Clause 4, Madam Chairman, amends section 
6 of the principal Act which sets out the provisions for 
the grant of an ammunition licence to allow a person 
possessing a firearm licence to use an air rifle in con-
nection with a sanctioned shooting competition to 
possess, purchase or acquire ammunition in the am-
munitions licence. 
 The amendments specifically do not permit an 
air rifle licensee to import ammunition. Additionally, for 
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avoidance of doubt, the amendments clarify the am-
munition licence can also be used in connection with 
sanctioned shooting competitions, but with the neces-
sary variations, that is the hold-over temporary firearm 
licence in connection with a sanctioned shooting com-
petition can be issued an ammunition licence for am-
munition to which the licensed firearm relates. The 
ammunition licence shall be valid for a period of valid-
ity of the temporary firearm licence only.  
 And clause 5 amends section 10 of the princi-
pal Act by deleting subsection (2) and substituting it 
with provisions that allow a firearms dealers licence to 
be granted annually or for the duration of a sanctioned 
shooting competition in the case of a volunteer or staff 
member employed by a dealer at a sanctioned shoot-
ing competition. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 It has been moved that clauses 1 [through] 5 
be approved. 
 Is there anyone who would like to speak to 
this motion? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Michael 
J. Scott, Shadow Minister of Public Safety. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 A question to the Minister as to whether sec-
tion 2 of the regulations that provides for forms to be 
completed by any licensee.  Will there be the require-
ment to amend the regulations to add forms to cover 
sanctioned shooting competition licensees or will the 
form F1 or F2 for both . . . for the firearm and form 2 
for the ammunition . . . will that be the form that is 
used for sanctioned shooting competition? Thank you. 
 And I think those are my questions. Yes, 
thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any other Members that 
would like to speak to the motion? 
 Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move the Preamble and I move the Bill be 
reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved.  
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: All those in favour? 
 
AYES. 
 
The Chairman: All those opposed? 

 
NAY. 
 
An Hon. Member: You guys have got to do better 
than that. 
 
The Chairman: The Ayes have it. 
 The motion is carried. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Is there any objection to that motion? 
 No objection. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The Firearm Amendment Act 2013 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and approved without amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 4:14 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

FIREARMS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
The Speaker: All right Members, the Firearms 
Amendment Act 2013 was agreed to. 
 We move on now to Order No. 6, which is 
going to be carried over, is it? Order No. 6, is it being 
carried over? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Order No. 7. Mr. Brown is not here so I 
assume that is carried over. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Pre-
mier. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move now that we adjourn until June 7th. 
 
The Speaker: Until June the 7th. 
 Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 It has been moved by the Honourable Premier 
that we adjourn to June the 7th. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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The Speaker: Yes . . . right, right, please. It is the 
Speaker . . . no one else but the Speaker . . . no one 
else but the Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: I recognise now the Honourable Mem-
ber Dr. Gibbons. 
 You have the floor. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that Standing Order 21 be suspended 
to enable me to move that the Bill entitled the Compa-
nies Amendment Act 2013 be now read the third time 
by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 No objections. 
 Carry on. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

THIRD READING 
 

COMPANIES AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Companies 
Amendment Act 2013. I move that the Bill be now 
passed. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much. I ap-
preciate it Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: The Companies Amendment Act 
2013 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Minister Dunkley. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that Standing Order 21 be suspended 
to enable me move the Bill entitled Prisons Amend-
ment Act 2013 be now read the third time by its title 
only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. The Bill is passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Prisons Amendment Act 2013 
was read a third time and passed.] 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that Standing Order 21 be suspended 
to enable me to move the Bill entitled the Firearms 
Amendment Act 2013 be now read a third time by its 
title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

THIRD READING 
 

FIREARMS AMENDMENT ACT 2013 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: All right. We have the move that the Bill 
pass. 
 Are there any objections? 
 The Bill is passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The Firearms Amendment Act 2013 
was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Pre-
mier. 
 Please excuse me for jumping the gun. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: No problem, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we now adjourn until June 7th, 
10:00 am. 
 
The Speaker: The House is now adjourned to— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: I am glad you stood up! 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from Sandys North—the Honourable and Learned 
Member—Michael Scott. 
 MP Scott, you have the floor. 
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MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT ACCEPTING 
TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEKING TO DO 

BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 There are matters on the Motion to Adjourn 
that need to be brought to the attention of this House, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, Thursday’s headline of the daily 
Royal Gazette said it all—OBA took a trip funded by 
Club Med developers. Now we have had some . . . we 
have had the personal explanation of the Premier. But 
at the time of that headline, that was what the media 
was working with.  

It is essentially accurate. We learned on the 
29th of that article in the Royal Gazette that the Pre-
mier—the Honourable Craig Cannonier, the chief law 
officer of our country—the Honourable and Learned 
Member Mr. Pettingill (who is not in the House today 
and we heard that he was absent); and the Minister of 
Tourism and Transport—the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. Shawn Crockwell, accepted a flight ar-
rangement to travel— 
 
The Speaker: Now, Honourable Member . . . you do 
recognise that the Premier did in fact stand on his feet 
this afternoon—did explain. He gave an explanation 
as to the fact that he took this trip and why he took his 
trip. So at that time when that matter was in the Royal 
Gazette, obviously this information was not known. So 
I think you can complain about the fact that the Pre-
mier maybe did not pass on that information at the 
time if you want to, but he has already now, I believe, 
as a matter of record, given this House the information 
as to why and how he took that trip. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the courtesies extended to this 
House by the Honourable Premier today are, of 
course, appreciated. There are merely questions of 
fact that still remain outstanding. And this Honourable 
House is entitled to have all Members of this House—
including Members on the other side—examine these 
facts. And these facts are about . . . are the subject of 
my Motion to Adjourn. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: [If] you go beyond where I think you 
[should] go, then I will stop you. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, I will try not to . . . I am 
sure I will not— 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —as I will confine my facts to 
the clear words of the Ministerial Code of Conduct. 

 This House and this body of legislators have 
also, Mr. Speaker, passed legislation called the Good 
Governance Act. And there was this point when we 
were examining whether the actions of three senior 
Cabinet Ministers breached that Act, but for the edifi-
cation of the House, the Good Governance Act sec-
tion of 2012 requires that there be some information 
exchanged in a . . . between a contractor and an 
elected official. And it is fairly clear on the facts, as we 
currently understand them, that that case cannot be 
made out. 
 I take the time, therefore, Mr. Speaker, to note 
that the reason for the matter that we say . . . or the 
rule that we say was offended is as follows, and with 
your permission I refer— 
 
The Speaker: Are you reading from the Ministerial 
Code of Conduct? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott:  Yes, to the Ministerial Code 
of April 2002. It is a document that is provided to Min-
isters for guidance. For guidance. And there is an 
equivalent document provided to senior civil servants 
for their guidance. It is there for guidance so that the 
principles— 
 
The Speaker: Can you hold on, Member? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Sure. 
 
The Speaker: Could you just . . . I would like to see 
one of those. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. 
 So I will need it to read it; shall I wait until you 
have a copy, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 There is a reason for these guidelines. They 
seek to protect the taxpayer of whom it was said in the 
Royal Gazette article was being spared the cost of 
airfare. It is meant to protect, Mr. Premier and all Min-
isters of the Government, and it is meant to protect 
the Government. That is what it is meant to do. That is 
why they are there. 
 Mr. Speaker, Code [A1] (xvii) provides that, 
“Ministers should not accept any kind of favour from 
individuals who are in negotiation with, or seeking to 
enter into contractual or proprietary or pecuniary rela-
tions with the Government.” Ministers should not ac-
cept any kind of favour. 
 It is clear (and the Premier has stated) that 
the jet aircraft was boarded by himself, the chief law 
officer of the country, and the Minister of Tourism and 
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Transport, Crockwell, and that they left these shores, 
travelled in March to the United States, attended 
meetings and we have learned, thanks to the— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, and he said that. He said that, he 
said all that. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —full, to the very clear expla-
nation that the meeting lasted for four hours or so. 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
An Hon. Member: Five hours. 
 
The Speaker: He said five hours. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Five hours. 
 
The Speaker: That was all read this morning. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And so . . . and then we learnt 
that the same Ministerial team led by the top Minis-
ter—the Premier—returned on that very same— 
 
The Speaker: Minister—Member, look, if you  give us 
information that we do not have . . .  
because that has already been . . . the Member stood 
on his feet . . . the Premier stood on his feet and said 
that. You know, give us something that has not been 
said before. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not 
belabouring this just to repeat it. It is— 
 
The Speaker: But, Honourable Member, you are be-
labouring it if you . . . if you repeat what has already 
been said. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, point of clarifica-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 Carry on. Let the Leader of the Opposition— 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, it is true that the Hon-
ourable Premier belatedly provided a personal expla-
nation. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: At a time when I think the 
more appropriate time was to provide a Ministerial 
Statement. The only reason why questions were 
asked during the question period is because we in-
voked the House rules of a matter of urgent public 
importance. If it were not for the fact that you had the 
media reporting this, and then us asking questions as 

a loyal Opposition in this . . . these . . . this information 
that is provided during the personal explanation would 
have never came to the light of day. 
 
The Speaker: Right. And I think that that’s very right. 
 Honourable Premier? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: For the edification of the pub-
lic since this is new news— 
 
The Speaker: That is right. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —all right, for us to repeat 
what the Honourable Premier did say in his personal 
explanation to form the basis of our Motion to Adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, well, I think that you are right in 
terms of the fact that, you know, your concern is that 
the matter had not been given to you beforehand, be-
fore you asked those questions. That is right. But I do 
not think there is any need to rehash the information. 
Stand up and say what you need to say in regards to 
what you think may not have been correct about that. 
That is all. 
 But, please, I do not want to hear the . . . you 
know, I do not want to hear the same thing over and 
over. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I hear you, Mr. Speaker, and I 
will endeavour to comply. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: May I put it this way, rule [A1] 
(xvii) which we say is the relevant code that was 
breached provides— 
 
The Speaker: Say . . . what number again? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Roman numeral 17—that 
“Ministers should not accept any kind of favour from 
individuals.” 
 Mr. Speaker, the reason I am belabouring the 
chronology of events is because we want to point out 
that there were individuals who were met. They were 
met for five hours in the United States of America.  

The Royal Gazette indicated when the Pre-
mier first began to make responses to this that the 
reason for the accepting of the offer of flight was to 
hear about investment options and to . . . the Premier 
added (and this is the Premier being quoted), “to hear 
about the investment options and to save on travel 
costs that otherwise would have been incurred.”  
 So we, in making the case good that there 
were individuals who amount to individuals contem-
plated by (xvii) we now know that there were. And 
then it goes on to say “who are in negotiation with, 
[alternatively] or seeking to enter into contractual or 
proprietary or pecuniary relations.” 
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 Mr. Speaker, I make the point that if the 
Leader of this country has declared to the public and 
subsequently to this House that the purpose of his 
meeting was to hear about investment options, and 
we know that these investment options are also linked 
to investment options to Club Med—a property owned 
by the Government and the people of this country. 
 If we know that the Club Med property is also 
featured or factored to be developed when we . . . the 
previous administration sought to do so, we remember 
the Bazarian efforts, so it is a well-known matter that 
is in the public domain that Club Med is a project we 
are seeking to develop, then what is the ordinary 
Bermudian—Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda—to conclude or 
assume about the purpose of the meeting? 

I submit, respectfully, that they are entitled, as 
I certainly concluded that the five-hour meeting in 
connection with Club Med with men and women with 
money (whoever these individuals were) represented, 
Mr. Speaker, a connection with individuals in negotia-
tions with at the highest, at the lowest seeking to enter 
into a contractual relationship with these individuals. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Michael J. Scott: And so, Mr.— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 Would you please . . . yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable Member is misleading the House.  

Again, the Honourable Premier did state in his 
explanation today that there were a multitude of is-
sues, questions, areas, sites in Bermuda that were 
part of the conversation. There was no specific site 
that featured as a prominent discussion issue. So 
there were no negotiations at all. And in fact the head-
line in the Royal Gazette yesterday was grossly mis-
leading. There was no specific site that featured in 
terms of the discussions—general discussions about 
economic development in Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I thank the Honourable and 
Learned Member for his intervention. It was indicated 
by the Premier as . . . as the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Crockwell, indicated, that there were a number of 
properties, including Club Med. So I am dealing with 
Club Med, but it makes it even worse that we . . . it 
makes it no less worse that the discussion related to 
Government projects and other properties—it actually 
adds to the problem. 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. There were no conversations 
about Government projects. There were questions 
about what may be available, what economic devel-
opments were in the Island— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —but there were no Gov-
ernment projects discussed at the meeting. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 Honourable Member? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And so, Mr. Speaker, I will do 
my . . . level best to stay within the four corners of 
rule(xvii) and the words are “who are in negotiation 
with, or seeking to enter into contractual or proprietary 
or pecuniary relations with the Government.” So this is 
the case that is being made. It is not a stretch. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker, the reasons I began to 
say that the rule (xvii) is there is for guidance, Mr. 
Speaker. Because whether—and I accept that the 
Premier . . . I accept faithfully that he and his Gov-
ernment—the OBA Government—have no intention of 
showing favouritism to this particular group of indi-
viduals, this individual or the group that they met, that 
would be an obvious “own goal.” I accept that they are 
not seeking to show favouritism. But in law we have 
this rule that says that there must be no appearance 
to all of us—the country, the voter, the Members of 
this House—there must not be the appearance of fa-
vouritism or bias because that kind of step or misstep 
compromises the very contractor or potential contrac-
tor that we have. 
 For example, if indeed these yet unidentified 
individuals and investors seek, Mr. Speaker, to bring 
their investment dollars here in connection with any 
number of programmes or projects, and they happen 
to be blue chip—the best candidate—they have been 
compromised by the actions on March the . . . (what-
ever day it was) 21st. They have been compromised, 
because co-bidders are going to view them, if they win 
the contract, as having had an edge on them. It is the 
reason for rule (xvii)—it seeks to protect us. However 
attractive the objective of saving the taxpayer money, 
however attractive the idea of floating around at 
30,000 feet in a jet is to quickly facilitate a meeting, 
Ministers, and particularly the top law officer of the 
country, ought to guide the Government against and 
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counsel the Government against putting ourselves in 
this compromising position, because it results in, Mr. 
Speaker, the ability for someone to cry foul and say, 
This has the taint of favouritism.  
 And so I was concerned when the Premier, as 
I understand it, [was] advised repeatedly by our top 
law officer, that the code was not breached. And so 
the reason for going through these facts so painstak-
ingly, there were individuals, . . . there certainly was a 
favour because if you calculate the largesse of a free 
ride to the United States and back, that is calculable in 
dollars or in some value that has been tendered by 
individuals to top representatives of the Govern-
ment—the Attorney General no less—who should al-
ways be as pure as Potiphar’s wife (or whoever that 
wife) should be . . . he should always be or she. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And so because we depend 
upon the top law officer to actually draw our attention 
to rule (xvii), to guide Ministers and the Premier 
against the kinds of submissions that I am now mak-
ing and others may well make and have been making 
since the paper broke the story on the 29th. So there 
were individuals who offered a valuable measurable 
favour of the ride. However wonderful it was for the 
taxpayer, you sacrifice on these occasions the benefit 
of saving taxpayer dollars on plane trips with going on 
the plane yourself at your own cost because it is not 
going to break the bank of the Government to have 
taken the trip at our own cost, so that you avoid the 
mischief of rule (xvii). 
 And as to whether there was negotiation or 
the seeking to enter into contractual, proprietary or 
pecuniary relations, what else can be concluded from 
the fact that as stated there were investors with inves-
tor muscle discussing for five hours matters relating to 
Government properties in this country that are in the 
line for development? I cannot think of any other more 
comprehensive breaching of rule (xvii). All of the facts 
speak to the terms of it. 
 And so this is the concern of the Government.  
And I stand in this Motion to Adjourn . . . of the Oppo-
sition (thank you). It is a concern for the Government. 
And to ask the simple question, on reflection do we 
wish a Government . . . can we have confidence in an 
Attorney General who has missed so comprehen-
sively the ability to advise his Premier and his Gov-
ernment’s Minister of Tourism. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Do not take this step. Let us 
go and pay for it ourselves. Obviously, it is not a case 
of our saying— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: There have been a number of 
interruptions, so if I could have two seconds. 
 
The Speaker: You have got to wrap it up. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: All right. Wrapping it up, as 
much as we encourage from the Opposition bench to 
the Government benches that we want you to land 
contracts and investments in our country, doing it this 
way calls it into question because it is contrary to rule 
(xvii). 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
and Learned Member. 
 The Chair now recognises . . . Premier . . . let 
him sit and then you comment. 
 All right. 
 The Chair recognises now the Honourable 
Member from Warwick [South East], MP Lawrence 
Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I rise today, not to echo my colleague’s direct 
concerns, but I also have concerns of my own. The 
concerns that we as a people of Bermuda and as the 
Opposition were not informed in a more timely manner 
is one concern. But another concern that I have is just 
the fundamental responsibility of those members of 
this community that are privileged to be able to make 
it to the Cabinet positions. And when they are sworn 
in, they are sworn in with the duty to protect the integ-
rity of the office. All right? And not just the office [but] 
by extension of protecting the integrity of the office 
they protect the integrity of the Government and the 
country as a whole on an international level. 
 Now, what is equally unsettling to hear is that 
the Minister—the Honourable [and] Learned Member, 
Minister of Transport—then went on to explain or was 
quoted in the media as saying that their acceptance of 
this gift or trip was to protect the public purse. And I 
quote: “the tax payers would not have to pay for it.” 
Now let us just stick a pin in that right now for a min-
ute there because that comment alone tells me that 
the Honourable [and] Learned Member does not un-
derstand the legitimacy of his position right now. Be-
cause the thing is, the reason that the taxpayers pay 
for it is to ensure that it is clear beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that it was on legitimate Government business, 
in the interest of the Bermudian people—not in the 
interest of the businessmen that picked up the tab. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So that is why I say that the 
taxpayer must pay for Government trips—for account-
ability, for transparency. All right? 
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An Hon. Member: Absolutely. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now speaking of picking up 
a tab . . . and the Honourable Member stated just a 
few minutes ago that as an aviator, as a pilot, I should 
know a thing or two about flying and air traffic con-
trol— 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: As my other pilot friends and 
Members of the Opposition state. 

But, Mr. Speaker, everyone in here knows—
all of us know—and as a society knows that private 
jets are expensive! And as a pilot who has flown pri-
vate jets—in the cockpit, not as a passenger—I know 
what the approximate price would be for a G150 or a 
G200— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, actually it is more 
about $4,300 an hour. At $4,300 an hour, a two-hour 
trip, and there is going to be approximately eight 
hours because they have to do repositioning which 
goes into the price—you are looking at approximately 
$35,000. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, $35,000 may not 
sound a lot to some businessmen or multi-billionaires 
or people looking for information on Bermuda, but one 
thing that I know about successful businesses and 
businessmen and women (I do not want to be sexist) 
is that businesses look for ROI—return on investment. 
So now what does this business want in return for a 
$35,000 trip? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But what does this business 
think that they are buying? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No, no. Note that I said 
“what” do they think that they are buying—not “who.” 
 Now does this business think that they are 
buying access to Cabinet? Because with all due re-
spect, Mr. Speaker, that businessman or business 
because it has been told to us that that is confidential 
information on who it is that is interested in Bermuda, 
so the Bermudian people do not need to know who is 
interested in investing in Bermuda—that is what the 
Government has said today. All right? But yet they 
travelled on Bermuda business. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is something fishy going 
on and there are no fish. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But Mr. Speaker, that . . . I 
digress . . . but Mr. Speaker, that business or busi-
nessman or woman sends a jet to Bermuda from 
Washington and when it returned to Washington it had 
approximately 25 per cent of Bermuda’s Cabinet in it. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, you must understand my 
concern. But it does not stop there. What do the com-
petitors think? How do the competitors feel? Do the 
competitors feel as though they do not have the ability 
to have a seat at the table or that they have to step up 
the ante, provide a little bit more than just a trip on a 
private jet to be able to have a seat at the table, to be 
able to find out about information on Bermuda?  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, this is a very slippery slope 
because you know what? How can I say this? I do not 
want to get myself in trouble, so I am going to try to 
say it as very Parliamentary as I can. Some people 
. . . or the old adage is that we get caught between a 
rock and a hard place. But Mr. Speaker, it seems as 
though some Members of Government have trouble or 
a tendency to get caught between an illegal and an 
unethical place. All right? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Honourable Member is imputing— 
 

The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —improper motives, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Neither any illegal or unethical situation took 
place. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, well, let me be 
clear, let me be clear. The Premier and Ministers fly-
ing on a private jet at some . . . at a businessman’s 
expense looking for information on Bermuda is not 
illegal according to judicial standards. 
 But now . . . it is now more so politically illegal 
as it goes against the Ministerial Code, which is rule 
(xvii). 
 
The Speaker: You must not use “illegal.” Try and 
keep that . . . “contrary” maybe. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: It is contrary— 
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The Speaker: Maybe it is contrary to the Code of 
Conduct. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: It is contrary to the rules. 
 
The Speaker: In your opinion, it is contrary to the 
Code of Conduct. You can say that. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right. So it goes against 
the rules that have been established for the Members 
of this House and Ministers. 
 
An Hon. Member: In your opinion. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No, no. I hear the Honour-
able Minister Grant Gibbons saying “in my opinion.” 
No, not in my opinion—according to the book. Read to 
succeed. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now on— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But now the thing is what the 
Premier and the Ministers did would not actually be 
considered unethical in a business environment. But 
hold on; let us remember that this Government says 
that we should run the Government and the country 
like a business. And remember that business is not 
politics and politics is not business. But there are 
some times when the two overlap, but this is not one 
of them. You see a man, or a person, can become 
rich in business by making legal but unethical deci-
sions. But a politician, a Member of this House . . . a 
Member of this House . . . their currency is their integ-
rity. All right? And so therefore we should never make 
any decisions that may be unethical as a Member of 
Parliament. 
 Now when I talk about integrity, it is already 
clear, it has already happened. In the last six months 
we know that the Honourable [and] Learned Member 
Minister of Transport will mislead the House. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading and imputing] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is misleading the House and imput-
ing improper purpose. He needs to withdraw that. I 
have never misled this House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, 
the Honourable Member misled the House in regard 
to— 
The Speaker: Please, please, let us leave the “misled 
the House” out of it. All right? And carry on and make 
your point. 
 

MILLENNIUM 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable Member Minister of Transport gave wrong 
and inaccurate information to the House in regard to 
the Millennium—that is a fact. That is a fact, Mr. 
Speaker. All right? And the Honourable Minister did 
apologise and said that it was an honest mistake. And 
. . . you know— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of clarification if the 
Honourable Member will— 
 
The Speaker: Clarification, if you will okay it. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, let us be 
clear. When I spoke in the House on the issue on the 
Millennium—and Hansard will show—I said that I was 
advised . . . I said that I was advised . . . that was the 
information that was provided to me that the Millen-
nium would be on the Island by the end of the week. 
And that was a Friday. I subsequently learned that 
due to weather it was delayed until the Sunday. When 
I made my comment in the House, those were . . . that 
was the information that was given to me at the time. 
So at no time was I misleading the House. I was in-
forming the House of the information that was pro-
vided to me by my technical officer. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is not misleading the 
House. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you and I can agree 
with that. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, I will let that rest, Mr. 
Speaker. I will let that rest right there. But because 
this same Minister is now flying on private jets paid for 
[by] parties who are interested in finding out informa-
tion on Bermuda—paid for by them. So remember that 
pin I spoke of earlier to put in a . . . to just put a pin in 
it? The Minister said that they did that in order to pro-
tect the purse. And I will quote the Minister “we did not 
feel that it was appropriate for the tax payer to incur 
the cost of a potential investor’s request for informa-
tion.”  
 Mr. Speaker, that makes as much sense as a 
vegetarian recommending a steak house. 
 
[Laughter and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And, Mr. Speaker, I have . . . 
I have a suggestion. I am not going to sit here and 
criticise and criticise and not provide a suggestion. 
Here is my suggestion which is ethical, which is effi-
cient, which would save money—why don’t they find 
out information by sending an e-mail? Or you know 
what? Better yet, if they have to see him or meet face 
to face what about Skype? Cisco? Videoconferenc-
ing? All right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I would have no objections 
to them flying up on JetBlue. All right? But I forgot, 
hold on, is not the AG supposedly screening all e-
mails? But you know what? I will leave that one . . . 
and that is probably why he had to be on the flight, but 
I will leave that one alone. 
 You know what? All of this brings me to one 
point. All right? That during the election (and we men-
tioned it in this House earlier) that there was a flyer 
going around and the OBA said, You can trust us. I 
think not. I think not. When we have . . . have mis-
takes and private jet trips sponsored by people that 
we cannot name because it is confidential. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to wrap up by saying 
this—in the last six months (and I will leave the mis-
leading the public part out of it, but that did happen) 
now Ministers taking arguably unethical gifts or trips, 
Mr. Speaker, you do not have to be Helen Keller to 
see or hear that the Minister is getting progressively 
worse with each and every decision he makes. I no 
longer question only his ability, but his integrity. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

The Speaker: Is there any other Member who would 
care to speak? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Are you going to speak? 
 I am going to tell you Members you had better 
start standing up a little faster than what you are do-
ing. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Honour-
able Member from Pembroke [East], MP Walter Ro-
ban. 
 MP Roban, you have the floor. 
 

MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT ACCEPTING 
TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEKING TO DO 

BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 [I wish to] add a few words to this interesting 
discussion. My colleagues have given some descrip-
tion of the events that preceded what we heard today, 
and we had an explanation given which connected 
some of the dots. But the problem is, Mr. Speaker, 
that there are still holes. The Swiss cheese that exists 
seems to have a very strong smell and it is not sweet. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: And the mould is increasing. 
And the bacteria are flourishing and it is getting very, 
very poisonous with each step. That is the problem, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 This follows, Mr. Speaker, in a line of other 
things that we have seen, unfortunately, that have 
already tainted this administration with some doubt. 
We have seen consultants appear and the Govern-
ment refused to explain why they appeared. We heard 
today an explanation, but we have not heard clarity. 
We have not heard who was met and I think that is 
important when the Island of Bermuda is the subject 
of discussion. We have seen promises made and then 
discarded. And we have seen and been told that cer-
tain things—particularly that the sky was falling 
around a particular issue and then we learn later, well, 
it is not actually falling. So we have heard different 
stories from this Government around different things 
that has cast doubts. 

So how else were we supposed to react, Mr. 
Speaker? When we hear—not from the mouth of the 
Government in an open, transparent and honest 
way—we hear from a third source, the media, that 
something happened, that they did something, that 
they went away on a plane, a private plane, owned by 
somebody else. We did not know who they went with 
or for or why exactly. And it happened months ago, 
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Mr. Speaker. That is the issue, you know, that is a 
part of it. 

Now perhaps if the Government had . . . the 
next week after they had taken the trip and given 
some explanation, we would not be here. There would 
not have been a story in the media last week. There 
. . . you know, or even the fact that they went and they 
would have explained why they went and for what 
purpose—it would not have become the storm that it 
has become or maybe the storm would not have been 
that big. But that is the . . . that is the issue here, Mr. 
Speaker. It happened months ago, and not from their 
own, sort of efforts, but essentially they have been 
forced to tell us. 
 
An Hon. Member: Again. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: And it is not the first time this 
has happened with activities of the Government. You 
know early on there seemed to be this inability . . . 
and even when it came . . . and there remains an in-
ability around certain provisions that this Government 
has taken and actions to give a clear explanation to 
the public why. Rushing through legislation and not 
being able to tell why they are doing it. And that is an-
other sphere]. That is why this issue has become the 
storm for them that it has and not necessarily by just 
us, but by the media and others in the community . . . 
bringing former Premiers into it and having other Pre-
miers comment and comment in the negative about 
their conduct. That is outside of what we understand 
to be the Ministerial Code of Conduct rule [A1] (xvii)—
that seems to be just the tip of the iceberg. 
 Now I do think, Mr. Speaker, I note that the 
Chamber has gotten rather sparse of Government 
Members within the few last minutes—perhaps the 
seats are getting too hot. But we would know that, Mr. 
Speaker, because guess what? We were there. It gets 
hot sometimes. But perhaps for them it is a heat that 
they are not used to feeling. It is the heat of account-
ability. It is the heat of transparency. It is the heat of 
honesty. It is the heat of being open with the informa-
tion and their duties and accountability to the people 
of Bermuda and to this House. To come to this House, 
Mr. Speaker, and tell this House and by virtue of that 
the public that a certain activity that pertained to the 
business of this country is confidential.  

It does not coincide with even [Erskine] May’s 
rules? Come on! That is a joke, Mr. Speaker. And 
perhaps it is a stalling tactic by the Government to 
clean up or to delay the inevitable. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. I told you have 14 months. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Perhaps it is.  

But, Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, this is remi-
niscent of their conduct from day one—unwillingness, 
and almost indignant to disclose the truth about their 
activities in some areas unless forced to, just like with 

this matter. They have been forced to come here and 
tell this House what went on with that trip. They did 
not do it willingly. If they had done it willingly, we 
would have heard about it already from their mouths. 
They have been forced to, due to the efforts of the 
force of state and other representatives in the com-
munity. Silence for two months on this! That is the real 
reason this has become the bubbling explosion that it 
has. 
 But as I have already said, Mr. Speaker, it 
seems to be reminiscent of their behaviour with a 
number of key issues that we have seen. Certainly, 
members of the public that I come across, and who 
willingly disclose their opinion, seem to see it as clear 
as day, that there is something quite bizarre. And this 
is just another symptom of what is bizarre with this 
Government. 
 Frankly, I would hope that very soon they can 
tell us more. Because that is really, Mr. Speaker, the 
issue that remains—the lack of disclosure. We heard 
an explanation today. No one is denying that. We un-
derstand that since the news story was released, 
more information has been stated. Frankly, I do not 
think that the explanation in the media by the Honour-
able and Learned Tourism Minister holds water be-
cause, frankly, in their effort to protect the public 
purse, Mr. Speaker, they may have damaged public 
integrity and the integrity of the Government.  

Certainly, former senior Members who once 
sat on the Government benches perceive that to be 
the case. 
 
An Hon. Member: Like who? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Like former Premiers of the 
UBP, and even former Premiers of the PLP, sharing 
the same view. Interesting.  

Interesting.  
A rare occasion, perhaps; but symptomatic. It 

is reminiscent of other activities we have seen from 
this Government over the past five months. This be-
haviour is reminiscent. But in the public interest, in the 
interest of public integrity, it must decrease. I hope 
they do not repeat it again. And certainly, with this 
particular issue, they need to come clean and be fully 
disclosing of who they met with, what exactly was dis-
cussed.  

Whether it comes to fruition or not is not as 
important as they—who represent the public interest 
in these matters, who seem to genuinely want to go 
out there and find business that will enhance this 
country’s economic situation—be open about it. We 
understand on this side. There is no lack of knowl-
edge on this side. There is a lot more knowledge on 
this side than on their side right now about the need to 
be delicate with discussions that could potentially 
bring about positive feedback. We know that. 
 They are not going down any road that we 
have not gone down. Right? We know, because of 
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things like LinkBermuda. We know, like BermudaSat-
1. We know about that, too. We know about those 
things. That is the work that goes in to make things 
work for Bermuda. We know about that. Right? We 
know about the Breakaway. Right? We know about 
certain other things that had to be done—and have 
not done in the past—to make things work for Ber-
muda. We understand the delicacy that those require. 
But as you carry them out, I mean, you must be clear 
that you are acting in any way in the best way of the 
public interest. That is what you have to do when you 
are doing it. Right?  

And just speaking of BermudaSat-1, I was 
speaking to SES two years ago in Paris about the 
same thing that now has come to light. Minister Mi-
chael Scott was involved in discussions with SES. 
Former Minister Bean was involved with discussions 
with the SES. So we understand the issue that dis-
cussions often have to be delicate to bring about pro-
gress. That is fine. But you carry them out in a way 
that is unquestionably honest and that does not jeop-
ardise any level of integrity. That is what you do. If this 
is the start of discussions around hotel development, 
the Swiss cheese stinks. That is all I can say. And 
they need to do better. They may have just scared 
away this investor, if they are really a potential inves-
tor, by this behaviour. They have. Right? 
 But I do hope they have success. I do. But 
they are just going to have to improve their game. 
That is really what it is—improve their game. Right? 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, the last thing I 
have to say is this: The Government can do better 
around this issue by not trying to cover themselves 
through confidentiality claims or through claims that 
they were trying to save the public purse. That is why 
the public purse is there—to help them do their job for 
the benefit of the people of Bermuda. That is why it is 
there! Right? Every one of them has got a travel 
budget—and we know that budget went up; it did not 
go down with the last budget—so they have got the 
money to travel to Washington or to New York or 
wherever. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
can refer to the Budget Book and clearly see the 
travel budget went down this financial year. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you, 
[Deputy] Premier. 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Certainly, we know that the 
Premier’s budget was increased and did not de-
crease, Mr. Speaker. Right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
  
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Travel budgets are there for 
every Minister to do the work they need to do, Mr. 
Speaker. Every Minister here . . . certainly, we know 
the Tourism Minister has got a very fat travel budget 
because he has been travelling. And we know that the 
Premier, who has gone from anywhere, to seeing Na-
hki Wells and everybody else, you know, he has got 
the budget to do it. 
 I do not have any problem with the Premier 
and his Ministers using their budgets to go do busi-
ness for this country. Right? And if it is to discuss 
things that can genuinely benefit the interests of this 
country, go right ahead! But do not slither around like 
snakes like this with private interests. Right? It is the 
same stuff that you guys were throwing at us when we 
were on the other side. But guess what? It is coming 
back at you now. That is what it is. Right? 
 Deal with it! You are on the Government 
seats. Act like the Government. Right? Represent. Do 
not slither around and wait [until] two months later to 
tell everybody what you are doing, and still not tell us 
everything. 
 Anyway, Mr. Speaker, that is all I have to say. 
I am sure that the public sees it for what it is. The [rule 
A1]( xviii) is what it is. And whatever results from their 
discussions will result in whatever it is going to be. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Roban. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Southampton, MP Zane De Silva. 
 MP De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you very much. 
 Mr. Speaker, this discussion today about this 
private jet trip reminds me of a speech that the Fi-
nance Minister made just a few weeks ago. And in 
that speech a few weeks ago he quoted a very popu-
lar Bermuda saying, You got some crust! He used 
those words—You got some crust!—talking to the 
PLP. You got some crust! He said it over and over 
and over, Mr. Speaker.  

And the Honourable Member, Mr. Grant Gib-
bons, says, You are probably right. Well, we are find-
ing out the OBA got some crust, too, Mr. Speaker! 
They have a lot of crust. 
 Mr. Speaker, when we hear the Government 
make a statement like, We accepted this gift to save 
the taxpayer money . . . 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. If he is going to quote the 
Government, he needs to quote the Government cor-
rectly.  
 
The Speaker: Please, Honourable Member, be clear. 
Yes. 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Mr. Speaker, maybe 
they did not use the word “gift.” But they are paying for 
a trip. They are paying for hotels. They are paying for 
food. To me, it is like a gift, is it not? So, Mr. Speaker . 
. .  

But, Mr. Speaker, you know what blows my 
mind is when the Premier says that a few months ago 
he was approached by a wealthy American. A wealthy 
American approached him and wanted to carry out 
discussions about Bermuda. I will leave out the word 
“investing” for the moment, but wanted to talk about 
Bermuda. But because of scheduling problems over a 
couple of months, they decided to send an offer to 
bring them to the US.  

Now, you are talking about billionaires, Mr. 
Speaker, wealthy US Americans, and maybe some 
other people, too. But are you kidding me, Mr. 
Speaker? Mr. Speaker, are you kidding me? I have to 
say, you guys got some crust if you expect people to 
believe that billionaires, the owners of a jet, over a 
three-month period cannot organise their schedule to 
take a two-hour flight to Bermuda, have a five-hour 
meeting and leave? Billionaires? Are you kidding me, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 And, Mr. Speaker, I will declare my interest. 
You know that I have several business interests. I 
have taken many a trips, Mr. Speaker, even recently. I 
will fly to the US in the morning, have a meeting and 
fly back in the afternoon, Mr. Speaker. Been doing it 
for many years, many years. And some of them on 
private jets, too. That is right. And sometimes, I come 
back the next day. It will not be because I am tired of 
having a five-hour meeting. I can assure you that. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, the fact that that plane left 
the US to come here and pick up the Premier and 
Ministers, you know what that started? Negotiations. 
They can say there were no negotiations taking place, 
no wheeling and dealing, no backroom deals. But the 
moment—the moment—that plane ride was accepted, 
the negotiations started. The moment it was accepted 
and the moment a foot was set on that jet, the nego-
tiations started. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, you know, on the face of it 
. . . let us face it, because I have talked to a couple of 

my OBA friends over the past week. On the face of it, 
you know, really, there is nothing wrong with that. The 
problem is that you have a Premier and you have Min-
isters. That is the problem. See, on the face of it, there 
is nothing wrong with that. It is nothing wrong with our 
Minister, our Premier, our Government Members and 
our Opposition Members trying to generate business 
for Bermuda. Nothing wrong with that, you know. But 
it is how you conduct that business, Mr. Speaker. 
 I cannot believe that our Premier and two of 
our Ministers made that mistake. I cannot believe it. I 
cannot believe it, Mr. Speaker. Not when the OBA 
have spent the last several years, Mr. Speaker, crying 
in this House, slamming to no end about the Progres-
sive Labour Party, when we were Government—the 
trips, the overseas travel, the GP cars, the transpar-
ency, the openness. And let us not forget pay to play. 
That is all we heard, Mr. Speaker, from the Opposi-
tion. 
 But, Vote for us and we are going to be differ-
ent! We are going to be different! That is what we 
were told prior to the election. Well, we now have 
them driving the GP cars. Nothing wrong with that, 
you know. Nothing wrong with that. This trip is another 
cherry on top of the cake. You remember hearing 
about luxurious trips, you know, by the Premier. This 
Premier takes a two-hour trip, and he has got to 
spend the night because he is tired. I remember when 
Ewart Brown left here and went to China, came back 
in 48 hours. Yes! That is right. That is right, Mr. 
Speaker. Maybe the current Premier is not as ener-
getic as the former Premier Brown. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, we also heard about crony-
ism, nepotism, consultants. This is what was 
preached to us, certainly in my time, Mr. Speaker, 
since 2007. And the Honourable Member, Mr. Moniz, 
says it is not true. Well, you know what? The fact of 
the matter is I certainly would feel no way and have no 
guilt, if I had a family member or a friend in Bermuda 
(because it is a melting pot), and they were qualified 
for a position and that position was available, I am 
going to hire them and feel no way. That is right. Feel 
no way about it, Mr. Speaker, feel no way about it. So 
there is nothing wrong with that, you know. There is 
nothing wrong with hiring a consultant. There is noth-
ing wrong with having a family member that happens 
to be qualified for a position that is vacant. Nothing 
wrong with that, you know, Mr. Speaker. 
 What is wrong is that when this present Gov-
ernment were in Opposition they slammed us for do-
ing it! That is the difference. If you are going to slam 
us for doing it, then you have got to be on your P’s 
and Q’s. You have got to be on your P’s and Q’s. 
 You know, you are talking about . . . just now 
my honourable colleague, Mr. Roban, said that the 
Government was forced, the Premier was forced to 
make a personal statement today. Darn right he was. 
And the Honourable Member Grant Gibbons said, 
Nonsense! But why did he have to make a personal 
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explanation? You know why? Because we were the 
ones that revealed this trip, which they thought was 
nice and quiet, done away with and nobody would find 
out, Mr. Speaker. But we did find out. 

No different than the consultant contract for 
former Member of this House, Mrs. Louise Jackson, 
my good friend, being a consultant. If she would have 
worked the whole year, between her and the part-time 
Minister would have made more than a full-time Minis-
ter, the two of them together. And if you throw in the 
part-time . . . if you throw in the Minister without a 
Portfolio [who is] helping the Minister of Health, you 
have probably got about three salaries being spent in 
the Ministry of Health, Mr. Speaker. 

One question I would like to put to my Gov-
ernment Ministers, Mr. Speaker, while we are talking 
about trips, is, How many of our Ministers have flown 
economy since they have been in Government? How 
many? Honourable Grant Gibbons is putting up his 
hand. He is flying economy. I take my hat off to you, 
Mr. Gibbons. I hope you get the rest of your col-
leagues to do the same. I hope you get them to do the 
same. 

Now, the other thing that I have heard, Mr. 
Speaker, . . . and of course, I have to declare my in-
terest because, you know, I do invest. I am a devel-
oper, Mr. Speaker, in my private life. I think everybody 
knows that. But I am just declaring it to be clear. So I 
have friends, some of them around the world, Mr. 
Speaker. 

And one of the things that I have heard (and 
maybe the Minister or the Premier can answer this 
question), is that the investors that they had discus-
sions with, the confidential investors that they will not 
tell us who they are . . . this is the new transparent, we 
are going to tell everything, take-our-clothes-off Gov-
ernment. You know? That is who they said they are. 
They are not going to tell us who they had discussions 
with on the taxpayer’s dime. The taxpayer’s dime, 
they are not telling us. It is confidential, Mr. Speaker. 

But what I have heard, Mr. Speaker, and 
maybe we can get an answer from the Minister or the 
Premier, is that what these investors wanted in addi-
tion is an exclusive (I hope the Minister is listening)—
is an exclusive right to gaming in Bermuda. So let us 
just see if we get any answers to that discussion. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
  
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.  

The other question I would like to ask, Mr. 
Speaker, is, you know, certainly when I was Minister, 
it was not too many places I did not go without my 
Permanent Secretary, especially if I was dealing with 
very important issues of the Ministry. 
 Why, on a supposedly very important issue for 
the country, did not at least one Permanent Secretary 
or Director travel with the Premier or Ministers? Why? 
I just find that a little, you know . . . My honourable 

colleague said something about sardines earlier. But I 
just have an issue with that, Mr. Speaker. I have an 
issue with that. 
 Now, I am going to give the OBA a chance, 
Mr. Speaker. I am going to give the OBA a chance to 
make up for not revealing, as they say it is confiden-
tial, who the investors were. But if you listen to the 
Premier’s explanation this morning, he said a few 
months ago a wealthy American contacted him and 
said that he had a group of investors looking at doing 
something in Bermuda. I asked the Honourable Mem-
ber, the Honourable Ministers, AG [Attorney General] 
and Crockwell, and also the Premier, I asked, Well, 
maybe you might want to tell us who the wealthy 
American was. If you don’t want to tell us who the in-
vestors were, that’s cool for now. Who was the 
wealthy American that made the connection between 
the Premier, the Ministers, and the investors? 
 Maybe we will get that answer today. Maybe 
that will be confidential as well, from our new trans-
parent, open Government that we have in the OBA. 
 Mr. Speaker, when I listened to the personal 
explanation this morning from the Premier, I waited 
with bated breath. I said, Well, maybe, maybe this will 
be put to bed today. But I ended up with more ques-
tions than answers—more questions than answers. In 
the world of business today, Mr. Speaker, it is not un-
usual—in fact, it is very common-like now, it is almost 
like picking up a telephone. Just about every big busi-
ness in the world today, Mr. Speaker, uses a product 
called videoconferencing. We are very familiar with 
videoconference. Why not a videoconference? If you 
want to save the taxpayer some money, have a vid-
eoconference. The technology s available today, Mr. 
Speaker. I have had videoconference meetings with 
folks, and, you know, it is like you and I having a con-
versation right now, Mr. Speaker. Clear as day. You 
can hear everybody talking. Anybody can interrupt 
and say, Look, you know, point of order. Or, Look, I 
would like to express my opinion. Very clear.  

Why not? Why not? 
 See? The OBA have moulded this stick over 
this trip, and the stick is getting bigger by the day. It is 
getting bigger by the day. 
 The other thing that the Premier said in his 
explanation today (because I asked the question) . . . 
you flew up in the morning, early afternoon, had a 
five-hour meeting, why did you not come back? The 
Premier said, well, he was tired. Okay. All right. Okay. 
All right. So, the question I ask is, Well, when did they 
come back? It is a private jet. You could come back 
five o’clock in the morning, three o’clock in the morn-
ing. When did they come back? When did they come 
back, Mr. Speaker?  

If they came back the next morning at six 
o’clock, cool. That answers that question. Okay, the 
guys are a little tired. It might have been a strenuous 
meeting. That is okay. It is all right. You know, yes. 
But, Mr. Speaker, how long were the Ministers and 
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Premier in Washington, DC? Inquiring minds want to 
know. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I found something very 
interesting in, I think it was the Bermuda Sun today. 
And someone mentioned earlier about former Premier 
Saul. So I had a little look. And he was quoted as say-
ing, “I’m sure there is nothing illegal or nothing bad 
going on . . .” You know, it is amazing, it is amazing, 
you know, that the Premier of the day, and Ministers, 
can take a trip to see some private investors and a 
former Premier says, Nothing illegal, I’m sure nothing 
is going on. But you let Ewart Brown or Zane De Silva 
catch a flight . . . We are not astute businessmen. We 
have not got the interests of Bermuda at heart. We 
are crooks! Oh, yes! Pay to play! Pay to play!  

You remember those conversations in this 
House, Mr. Speaker. Oh, yes! Yes. 
 And the Honourable Grant Gibbons says it is 
true. Why was he not on that jet? What is his title? 
 
An Hon. Member: Economic Development. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Economic Development!  

Now, there! I have been waiting for the parrot 
to wake up. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes!  

Where was that Minister? Why was he not 
there? Why was Grant Gibbons, the Honourable Min-
ister of Economic Development, not on that trip? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar]  
  
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, it was a secret trip. They 
did not tell him.  

Oh, no, Grant. You mean they did not tell 
you? Oh, no.  

Oh, they were negotiating; you are going to 
sign the deal. I got it. Okay. I got it. 
 
[Crosstalk and general uproar]  
  
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, oh, Mr. Speaker. But, 
Mr. Speaker, it is interesting, listening to the ex-
change, because I did hear that from someone, too. 
And they said that, you know, that was a BDA trip. It 
was not an OBA trip. But I heard that, too. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me finish by saying to the 
people of Bermuda—to the people of Bermuda, Mr. 
Speaker—keep watching. Keep listening. Look for the 
Government that you voted for change. Keep looking 
at that slogan: Vote for change. Vote for transparency. 
Vote for honesty. Vote for integrity. All I am saying to 
the people of Bermuda is, stay tuned! Keep your ear 
to the ground. There is surely more to come. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke South East, MP Rolfe Com-
missiong. 
 MP Commissiong, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, thank you. I 
do not know where to start here. I mean, who can fol-
low MP Zane De Silva? 
 I found it interesting that we had a little fun 
there just now. We talked about the nature of the alli-
ance. The alliance is comprised of two entities, the 
BDA and the UBP Members. It is an alliance. And 
speculation is that people like the Honourable Grant 
Gibbons were not on that plane because it may have 
been just reserved for the brain trust of the BDA group 
within that alliance. Inquiring minds would love to 
know. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
  
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, the Member 
doth protest too much with his interpolations. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, in America in 
the 1970s, you had a film that was based on a major 
political scandal in American life. The film was called 
Watergate. But like some grade-B movie, we too have 
a film, which is being filmed as we speak. I think we 
will call this one “Jetgate,” starring none other than our 
Honourable Premier, the Honourable and Learned 
Attorney General and the Honourable and Learned 
Minister of Tourism. “Jetgate” will probably be coming 
to a theatre near you very soon.  

You see, the Bermudian people expected far 
better than this. We could always perhaps speculate 
that, in their desperation to have some achievements 
of a substantive nature, they maybe got a little over-
eager, that they perhaps got a little too enthusiastic. 
Because to date, the record, again, is not that sub-
stantive in terms of major achievements. 
 Today, for example— 
 
An Hon. Member: In your opinion. In your opinion. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: In my opinion—and in the 
opinion of thousands out there beyond these walls, I 
would contend.  

I would contend that the thrust of their attempt 
to bring some substantive achievements, to have no 
connection to the legacy left by the PLP Government, 
as you saw with the satellite achievement today . . . 
and I want to commend the Minister, Grant Gibbons, 
for bringing that home. But remember that that, too, 
no matter how potentially important it is to us, started 
under the PLP Government and credit needs to be 
given where credit is due. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Excuse me. Excuse me. That 
Member is misleading the House, Honourable Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: How am I misleading the 
House? 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: All that started under Dr. John 
Stubbs. And it was the PLP who dropped the ball and 
we nearly lost it, except that it expired for the Isle of 
Man. We were saved by luck. 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
Member? 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Oh, boy. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, thank you. 

But getting back to the issue of “Jetgate,” I 
heard a Member mention earlier that the concern 
about what was taking place and the, perhaps, major 
ethical lapse that has taken place here is of a biparti-
san nature. This concern is shared by people like for-
mer Premiers David Saul and Alex Scott.  

Former Premier David Saul, in the Bermuda 
Sun today, Madam Deputy Speaker, is quoted as say-
ing, “I would hope this is a lesson to them—it’s Cae-
sar’s wife; they have to be holier than thou.” And of 
course, the Honourable former Premier Alex Scott 
echoed those comments. And it is true. Because one 
must not only be doing the right thing, one must be 
seen to be doing the right thing. It must have the ap-
pearance of being an integral action. 

This does not meet that standard. This does 
not. I would draw your attention, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, to the Ministerial Code of Conduct. Again, it 
bears repeating. On page 4, rule [A1] (ix) says, “Minis-
ters should avoid accepting any gifts or offers of hos-
pitality which might, or might reasonably appear to, 
compromise their judgment or place them under im-
proper obligation.” I say the key words here being 
“might reasonably appear.” 

A Member mentioned earlier about the lack of 
guidance that they have appeared to accept from sen-
ior civil servants. Suddenly I was . . . This is my first 
time as an elected Member of this House. But I 
worked very closely at the highest levels of this Gov-
ernment over the previous four and a half years as 
consultant to the Premier, and I know that many 
cases, people from the Cabinet Secretary and later-
ally, other Permanent Secretaries, would have ad-
vised these Members not to undertake the course of 
action that they did. Why were senior civil servants not 
consulted? 

On page 5, Madam Deputy Speaker, of the 
same Ministerial Code of Conduct rule [A1] (xvii)—
thanks to Mount Saint Agnes, I can read these Roman 
numerals! Thanks to Mount Saint Agnes. 

[Laughter] 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Ministers, it says, “Ministers 
should not accept any kind of favour from individuals 
who are in negotiation with, or seeking to enter into 
contractual or proprietary or pecuniary relations with 
the Government.” 

Remember, not only does it say “who are in 
negotiation,” key word coming up now, it also says, “or 
seeking to enter into contractual or proprietary or pe-
cuniary relations with the Government.” 

So this is the petard that the Government has 
foisted itself upon. Further on in the Ministerial Code 
of Conduct, for example, it says, if Ministers are under 
any doubt, Opposition Leader, they should consult 
with the Premier. But even the Premier cannot offer 
any guidance on this. The Premier was compromised 
as well! 

[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: You see, there is an expec-
tation of reciprocity. Especially in American business 
culture, we know how money rules politics in the US. 
Reciprocity is a part of human life. But in return, in 
respect to business matters, particularly in American 
business culture and political culture, that nexus, there 
always is an expectation that I have now gained ac-
cess to major decision-makers in the Bermudian juris-
diction. Therefore, this has the potential of causing 
jurisdictional harm to our reputation! This cannot be 
good for us. As my learned Member has spoken of 
continuously, this is something we must always seek 
to avoid. 

Now, I just want to conclude. I am not going to 
take long. You know, we have others to speak and 
address the issue. But I want to conclude by saying 
that over the previous two years, prior to the election 
in December, there was one phrase that we heard 
over and over and over again. That phrase is com-
prised of two words: It’s called good governance. 
Good governance! Lord, I mean, they hammered us 
continuously about the need for good governance. 

In my view, the Progressive Labour Party rou-
tinely and always provided good governance. But let 
us talk about the hypocrisy of those who would sit on 
high, like Moses with his tablets, looking down upon 
the rest of us, while they themselves have soiled 
themselves terribly, and potentially besmirched the 
reputation of Bermuda in this regard.  

You see, I was not really going to go and refer 
back to the Ministerial Code of Conduct. But there 
was one other little piece here that I think bears not-
ing, if I can find it here. “Acceptance of gifts and ser-
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vices.” “19.1 It is a well established and recognised 
rule that no Minister or public servant should accept 
gifts, hospitality or services from anyone which would, 
or might appear” (again, conditionality here with all of 
these clauses) “or might appear to, place him under 
any obligation.” 
 In other words, where there is doubt, do with-
out! You do not go on that plane. You go to your Per-
manent Secretary and let him make the arrangements 
to facilitate a meeting, either here or abroad, to ad-
vance the interests of Bermuda. 
 Like I said, I am going to give the Government 
the benefit of the doubt. I know they want to do good 
for Bermuda, and I know they want to have their own 
achievements that they can stand upon and say, We 
did this! Because, like I said (and it bears repeating), 
some of the successes that they touted are successes 
that were laid and developed under the previous PLP 
Government. So I know they want to do that. 
 And guess what? We want to see them being 
able to do that. We want to see them bring in new in-
vestment, both in the hotel sector and in international 
business. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The Minister interpolates 
quite wrongly. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Actually, quite correctly. You 
need to be speaking to me. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
apologise. But I was just going to say that I am speak-
ing to not only Members of the House, but members 
of the broader Bermudian community. Thank you. 
 So, in conclusion, we would hope that there 
will be a robust examination of this issue. We know 
that it is going to take place in the community at large 
and in this House. Certainly, up to this point, we are 
not satisfied with the answers that we have gotten, 
and we expect a full accounting of this issue. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I would thank you 
for your indulgence once again. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

We are on the Motion to Adjourn.  
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Glenn 
Blakeney, Shadow Minister of the Economy and So-
cial Development. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 You know, this is a very serious situation, be-
cause we have heard time and again the aspersions 
cast against the former Government (now the Opposi-

tion, the Progressive Labour Party), about corruption, 
not even thinking about the consequence, or unin-
tended consequence, of such allegations without any 
kind of evidence at all. And then it would be softened 
to say, Well, it might not be illegal, but it is unethical. 
 So the inference—the inference alone—would 
suggest that there are all kinds of things going on un-
toward with a collection of people that have been duly 
elected by its constituents to do what is in the best 
interest of all in this country, those that are vested 
here, those that are welcomed here. 
 And now we have, very conveniently, the At-
torney General out of the House. He may be travel-
ling. He may be ill. But we have had no explanation. 
We have the other attorney in this Honourable Cham-
ber, who was one of the three that travelled, who is 
hid behind the veil of a personal explanation, when 
that happens to be one of the most vociferous per-
sons. Whenever there is anything said to suggest any 
kind of impunity, he would be on his feet in a second 
to clarify! 
 So what I would like to hear from the Honour-
able Member is the interpretation from his learned 
mind in reading the words of a very clear document 
relative to Code of Conduct for Ministers. What do you 
interpret that to mean, literally—literally? And how 
does that relate to the decision that was made that 
would be seen, or appear [to be], contrary to the very 
intent— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you like to address the 
question to me? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —to the very intent of why 
the document exists in the first place? 
 This is not something that we are up here 
pontificating rhetorically about just to make political 
points. I have already had constituents ask me to ex-
plain how could it be seen to be squeaky clean when 
the OBA does it? But whenever you guys (meaning 
the Opposition party, former Government) got on a 
plane to do any business outside of Bermuda, the 
word that came up was travel, travel, travel; the cost 
of travel; self-serving Ministers doing everything for 
personal gain. 
 Always, without any fear of contradiction in 
their minds, they would attack us for everything we did 
in the interests of our constituents, our country, our 
community, those we welcome here. And I used to 
always, Madam Deputy Speaker, remind them, that 
when you speak in the public realm, regardless of 
what point you are trying to make or the critique you 
are giving, you should, in the interest of the country, 
be mindful of your language, because the language is 
what is powerful, because the words have meaning, 
which can be interpreted. So, if you are not clear, or if 
there is any ambiguity, more times than not the nega-
tive interpretation is going to hold weight. 
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 So we are going out and asking people to 
come and spend money; come enjoy our business 
environment, which we have worked—all of us—very 
hard to protect and to grow (but at the same time, we 
are imputing improper motive). But say, Come in! 
Bring your money! Bring your investment! But, no! 
You know what? Be careful, because the Progressive 
Labour Party is corrupt. 
 Notwithstanding all of the social programmes 
that this former Government, Progressive Labour 
Party and now the Opposition, accomplished during 
its tenure,—the building of hospitals, the building of 
aquatic centres, the building of emergency care cen-
tres, the building of new docks, the building of geared-
to-income rent units—we were so successful that we 
were too successful, with the housing. And in 2000-
whatever, 2008, 2009, 2007, that is all you heard 
about, 2006. And all of a sudden, it was a moot point 
because we delivered. We delivered too much! We 
were so successful.  

We were so successful. You know, talk to the 
people down at South Side, I think might be your con-
stituents. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: My esteemed friend, Hon-
ourable Member Foggo’s constituents, talk to them. 
Talk to the people in Paget. Go up to the people in 
Paget. What is it? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
  
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Loughlands.  
 
An Hon. Member: Perimeter Lane. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Perimeter Lane.  

You know, so the point being is that notwith-
standing, Madam Deputy Speaker, the achievements 
of the former Government, nothing was ever good 
enough. Now they, in transition becoming the Gov-
ernment, have not found what they seem they should 
find to give credence to what it is that they have 
achieved being significant enough. So they just ignore 
anything that was started under the Progressive La-
bour Party and try with a blind eye to take credit for 
everything. 
 I am waiting to hear from the Honourable 
Member, the Minister of Tourism Development and 
Transport, Mr. Crockwell, to explain to the Honourable 
House and to the people of Bermuda what his legal 
interpretation is of the Code of Conduct as written for 
Ministers to abide by in the conduct of the behaviour 
when it comes to these kinds of things, offers, gifts, 
overtures that might be inappropriate. 
 Is that why they had to spend (the group) 
$35,000-plus, or so (by the estimates of the experts in 

my esteemed party, my colleagues), to fly to some 
destination?  

Why was there not a civil servant on the plane 
just to take minutes of the meeting in case they had a 
secretary taking minutes and there was a misunder-
standing of a word, of a sentence, of a paragraph? 
But you had your minutes as well. Why not your Ser-
geant-at-Arms, your Permanent Secretary or one 
Permanent Secretary from the civil service, where you 
could have been protected and insulated against any 
kind of aspersion that could have been cast that may 
have been deemed to be inappropriate once it came 
to light? I want to hear from the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Crockwell, to deal with that type of situation. 
 The other thing is that if I am a businessman 
of means and I am interested in investing my hard-
earned dollar, I want to get a good comprehensive . . . 
FYI, yes; but with the subject matter as close to me as 
I can see for myself and not just hear. So it would be 
more in my best interest to come to Bermuda to say, 
Hey, what’s really up? I hear about this waterfront 
situation, if it is something to do with the gaming situa-
tion or whatever, just as an example. What is that par-
cel of land? I have seen it because [with] GPS these 
days I can hone in on Google Map, but I want to see 
3D with my own eyes, not through technology. And it 
is only going to cost me what it is going to cost for you 
to come, but it is going to be more expensive. I am 
going to have to make two less trips, because for the 
plane to come here without anybody, and then go 
back, come back again and go back, there is no cost. 
 There is no cost. All right? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. Good 
attempt. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. Is that it for me? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
  
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: It’s 20 minutes already? I 
just started. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I have to admit the timer was 
not started. So that means . . . No, I am going to be 
honest and straightforward. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: See? That is integrity. That is 
integrity! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So as a result, you continue to 
speak, and I will confirm the time that you started and 
how much more time you have. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
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 So, you get a plane with people of means. 
They fly here—spending fuel, nobody on the plane—
pick up some people, take them to a five-hourly [meet-
ing], come back again and go back again. They have 
not even . . . You know, maybe if there were going to 
be conversations that were a little touchy, they did not 
want to be in the hallows of the Cabinet office or civil 
servants around so that there could be a freedom of 
expression and overtures made. Who knows? That is 
why it is important. That is why people are concerned. 
That is why we raised the question. 
 And I know—I would bet my last dollar on it—
that if the roles were reversed, and there was the Min-
ister of Tourism Development and Transport on the 
PLP side sitting on that side, and Mr. Crockwell, the 
Honourable Member, on this side, he would be stand-
ing up and lambasting vehemently, using the full ex-
tent of his vocabulary—legalese and otherwise—to 
completely embarrass the Government with fact, or 
conjecture relative to what he would go with his 
imagination, it could have been or it could be seen to 
be, without any definitive explanation that satisfied all 
questions. 
 And when you get the Leader of the country 
standing up and saying to the country and to the Op-
position that we are not worthy of knowing because it 
is secret? Because it is confidential? But you are 
working on behalf of the country? After being con-
tacted by somebody—not you going out and prospect-
ing, but somebody calling you, expressing an interest. 
 The first thing I say is, Thank you for your call, 
and you are more than welcome. We will give you the 
red-carpet treatment. Please come, private jet and all. 
We will pick you up on the tarmac, and you can come 
into my Cabinet Office and meet with my team. Meet 
with my team and we could have a full discussion. 
And we could give you all the information right here! 
And then take you out for site visits and give you a 
real Bermuda-ful introduction to our lovely Island that 
you will, upon visiting, not want to leave, I guarantee 
you! 
 Why do you have to go for an FYI meeting?  

Something does not seem to be all that meets 
the eye. It is peculiar, particularly with no civil ser-
vants, who could give facts and data and numbers 
and background information and say to the Minister, 
You know, we need to have a sidebar, and walk out of 
the room. Excuse us for just a second. Minister, Pre-
mier, listen. I don’t think we need to go down this road 
at this time. And here is why! 

Ah, you know what? I was not even thinking. 
Thank you! Thank you! I did not have the presence of 
mind. But, thank you. You are absolutely right. Thank 
you! 
 That is why I took my Permanent Secretary on 
every trip that I went on for official Government busi-
ness, or another technical officer. Because that is my 
insulation; that is my resource. If I looked like I was a 
deer in headlights because the question was asked 

and my Permanent Secretary noted it, he was on the 
BlackBerry and getting the information from a director, 
instantaneously. Because we put them on notice that 
they needed to be standing by at a particular time that 
we were engaged in the meeting. That is how it is 
done! Because sometimes, depending on your ex-
perience or background, you could be out of your 
depth. You may not be talking the same jargon or un-
derstanding it. 
 
An Hon. Member: Especially after five months of 
Government! 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: And, you know, when it 
comes to light that this was something entrained for 
three months and nothing said at all, and then all of a 
sudden it happens, and then there is still no Ministerial 
Statement, but a personal explanation . . . Maybe the 
Premier thought that with a personal explanation he 
would not be subjected to questions. 
 
An Hon. Member: Exactly! 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And then, when he was 
questioned on something very simple about why he 
did not come right back, it was just a meeting for FYI, 
he was, Oh, uh, uh, I was tired. Or, I needed rest. You 
know? And that is what makes you think like, you 
know . . . because at first it did not concern me so 
much. I said, Ah, well, maybe, you know, because I 
like to give the benefit of doubt when the intention is 
well-intended. 
 But then when there was the waffling, then 
there was the conspicuousness of silence that con-
jured up my curiosity! So then the questions started 
coming from my colleagues, which were valid, and the 
answers were Mickey Mouse! And I am like, They 
didn’t go to Orlando, did they? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And this is the kind of thing 
that we were subjected to when we wanted to do the 
right thing and provide the answers to some very diffi-
cult questions at times, and some irrelevant at times.  

This is just the cut and thrust of getting to the 
bottom of it all—getting to the bottom of it all! So there 
needs to be no conjecture. So there needs to be no 
exaggeration or wild imagination, because the public 
now wants to know. This is front page news. And in 
any other jurisdiction that I know of closest to us, the 
Ministers that were involved would have resigned! 
They would have been forced to resign. 
 UK, US, resignation! They have very strict 
codes of conduct on what could be considered, 
deemed, defined, described, as gifts! And it is no ne-
gotiation. It is no Government business. It is not a 
Government contract. It is an FYI? It is an FYI? A five-
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hour FYI? Well, how much do you really want to know 
without coming to Bermuda? 
 
An Hon. Member: Without a civil servant. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And without a civil servant 
there.  

What did you talk about? You know all the 
technical questions that were asked you in five hours, 
and you have only been in the seat for five months? 
Oh, boy. You are some brainy, brainy, brainy fellow. 
You need to be on History Channel or somewhere 
talking about politics and how you do it all in five 
months and know everything about everything in five 
months, especially when there are prospecting inves-
tors wanting to come and do business with you. You 
don’t need anybody around you that has got the ex-
perience who has been there for several years. 
 This is the kind of thing that we get concerned 
about and that we want answers to. No waffling! Man, 
I have been to Dubai to deal with the cricket situation 
and tried to get one-day international status for Ber-
muda. Twelve-hour flights, or whatever. I get there in 
the morning and I am picked up on the jet-way straight 
to the meeting! And then flying back. So as a Minister, 
having had the experience as I have had, my former 
Ministerial colleagues, we know. We know. You can-
not pull no wool over our eyes. 

And we are giving you the benefit of doubt 
and the opportunity, Mr. Crockwell, to come good, to 
stand strong on your integrity and just to be forthright, 
as you usually are, in providing information. And the 
piece of information I would like would be your legal 
interpretation— 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you be kind enough to 
speak to the Chair? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —as it relates to the Code of 
Conduct for Ministers. 

Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

We are still on the Motion to Adjourn. Are 
there any other Members that would like to speak to 
the motion? 

Thank you. The Chair recognises Mr. David 
Burt, Shadow Minister of Finance. You have the floor. 

 
[Crosstalk] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Sorry, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise this evening 
just to review and to discuss. And Madam [Deputy] 
Speaker, I draw your attention to what is written in 
your party’s founding objectives. And this is taken 
from the One Bermuda Alliance website, OBA web-
site. And it says, and I quote, “Transparency[.] We are 
committed to transparency, open government and 

reform. We will hold ourselves to the highest ethical 
and moral standards and always act in the manner 
that provides the greatest good for all Bermudians.” 
Now, I will say this one more time, Madam Deputy 
Speaker: “We will hold ourselves to the highest ethical 
and moral standards . . .”  
 This is what we get from your party’s website. 
This is what we would assume that all Members of the 
One Bermuda Alliance Government who are sitting on 
that side of the House are holding themselves to. But 
this morning, Madam Deputy Speaker, we were 
treated to, You don’t need to know. When the Premier 
was asked, he said it is confidential.  

Hold on a second! You mean to tell me that 
the Premier—who is the Leader of this party, who has 
“We will hold ourselves to the highest ethical and 
moral standards”—will tell the people of Bermuda, 
You do not need to know who I was meeting with? 
This . . . this . . . this is an affront to this House and an 
affront to the people of Bermuda. 
 And what is more of an affront, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, is the complete and absolute silence 
from the Government benches on this issue. Because 
how in any way, shape or form they can justify, and 
how any reasonable person can say that there were 
not breaches of the Ministerial Code of Conduct is 
beyond me. And I think, Madam Deputy Speaker, it 
should be beyond any reasonable person or the lis-
tening audience at home. 
 But let me continue, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
Because in the 72 hours since the Government was 
forced to admit that this happened, when it was 
leaked by ZBM News, we have seen a number of 
revelations.  And they come solely—whether it is from 
the Honourable Premier, whether it is from the Hon-
ourable Minister of Transport—and it points to this 
whole issue with the Government, and it is a question 
of rhetoric versus reality. We hear one thing; we get 
something completely different.  

As the Honourable Shadow Minister of Health 
said, we need people to pay attention, because what 
is happening is that you are hearing one thing and you 
are getting something else. The very fact that Mem-
bers of that side would go on a private trip funded by a 
developer and then come back and say, It is a confi-
dential trip you do not have to know about it . . . You 
know what that would be called? No question that it 
would be pay to play, corruption. What are they do-
ing? What are they trying to do? They are trying to line 
their pockets. That is all you would get in this House, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. Nothing else!  

And the fact that they took no civil servants 
begs the question as to what exactly was discussed at 
this meeting that they did not want recorded for the 
record of the people of Bermuda. That is the question 
that needs to be asked, and that is what we need to 
hear because the silence is shocking! The ducking, 
the weaving, all these are deflections from the Hon-
ourable Premier earlier today, hiding behind a per-
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sonal statement so you do not have to face any ques-
tions. This does not make any sense!  
 Now, here is the first thing that I will get to, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. The first thing is absolutely 
no admission whatsoever of this trip. Were it not for 
some investigative journalism the people of Bermuda 
would have never known that three of their Ministers 
went on a 48-hour junket to Washington, DC—paid for 
by private developers. None of them would have 
known that. But we heard the news broken on ZBM 
News and it took a full 24 hours for the Cabinet Office 
to confirm that this trip even happened.  

That is not openness and transparency; that is 
not what the OBA has said that they were going to 
adhere to. If you have to wait for a news leak and two 
months before you tell the people of this country that 
you had left the country on Government business for 
48 hours without any civil servants . . . something is 
awry and something is amiss.  
 I understand that the Premier does not give 
Ministerial Statements in this House. But I know it was 
the practise of the Progressive Labour Party, when we 
were Government, that when there was official travel, 
we came to the people’s House and we reported what 
the travel was and what it was we engaged in that 
travel for. But complete silence. And we all know that 
the Premier has taken quite a few trips. Complete si-
lence from that side from the Premier. The people of 
Bermuda can judge for themselves as to whether or 
not this Government is serious about openness and 
transparency.  
 I went to the issue of no civil servants. And for 
me this is almost the most concerning issue of this 
entire activity. Here we have three Government Minis-
ters (as one of my colleagues said, a full quarter of the 
entire Cabinet, the Government of Bermuda), going 
on a trip with absolutely no civil servants. Five months 
into their term of office . . . Hold on a second! Why am 
I saying five months? This was in March. So three 
months after their election they go on an information 
trip to give responses to developers that are looking to 
invest money in Bermuda—a five-hour meeting—with 
no civil servants.  

How on earth are they able to answer all the 
questions that could be asked? They do not have the 
institutional knowledge of the civil service that was 
there with them. Why wouldn’t they go? For 48 hours 
they were off the Island with no civil servants to en-
gage in a fact-finding or information trip with develop-
ers. As was said many times, something does not 
smell right. Something does not smell right at all.  

The fact that the person responsible for eco-
nomic development . . . the Minster responsible was 
absent from the meeting! What is going on? What was 
discussed in those meetings that the Honourable 
Premier, the Honourable Attorney General, and the 
Honourable Minister of Transport did not want re-
corded and did not want civil servants present at that 

meeting? It does not make sense, and it does not 
smell right. Nothing about that is proper.  

For Ministers of the Government or the leader 
of the country to say that he has done nothing wrong 
beggars belief. You cannot go on official Government 
business without civil servants and call it official Gov-
ernment business. The question is, Was this a Gov-
ernment business trip? Or was this a private business 
trip? 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: Prove it wasn’t! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Nonsense! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Well?  

I hear from the Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance that it is nonsense. Well, if it was official busi-
ness, (1) Why did you not declare the trip?; (2) Why 
did you not take any civil servants; and (3) When 
questioned, why will you not disclose who you met 
with? That would at least be the standard, one would 
think, of public official Government business. But now 
we have, You do not need to know who we went to 
meet with. You do not need to know whose pedalling 
influence with the Government of Bermuda. You do 
not need to know that. 
 Now, I will move on to the third point. The first 
response that we get from the Government has noth-
ing to do in regard to codes of conduct or nothing to 
do with improper behaviour, nothing to do insofar as 
holding to what they pledged on their website as their 
founding principles as the One Bermuda Alliance—
that “we will hold ourselves to the highest ethical and 
moral standards.” We get a flippant response which 
says, We were saving the people money.  

If there are developers that are looking to do 
business in Bermuda, I can promise you that there will 
not be a single person in Bermuda that would com-
plain that the members of our Government and the 
Permanent Secretaries or the Cabinet Secretary went 
to meet them on the Government’s dime. Not a single 
person would complain! And, outside of that, it just 
opens up the space for people to ask the question of 
whether or not there was impropriety and that is the 
challenge of which we have. You cannot just say that 
this was about saving money, because the complaint 
is not about the money. That is not the complaint! We 
all want Bermuda to succeed. The challenge is that in 
this process of saving money the Government has 
compromised the entire process.  

I am speaking from the perspective of some-
one who is certified in project management who un-
derstands the rules of procurement. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, you cannot meet with individuals—and not 
even a question of meet with individuals, have indi-
viduals pay for a 48-hour junket to Washington, DC—
without civil servants to give information exchange in 
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something that in the future is going to be subject to a 
RFP [Request for Proposal].  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: You cannot do it, because here is 
what will happen. These people have either . . . and 
this is where Bermuda suffers. We do not want Ber-
muda to suffer from this whole situation, but the fact is 
that if these individuals were to bid, the entire thing is 
compromised! We will open ourselves up to litigation 
in an RFP process insofar as people had unfair ad-
vantages because Ministers of Government at the 
highest level met with people who were bidding on 
projects! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: So here is the problem, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. This is not about the whole question 
of saving money. This is about the issue that Mem-
bers of the Government acted improperly and by their 
improper actions may damage the people of Ber-
muda.  

The wonderful lady over there, I am sorry, the 
representative from constituency 2, she is affected by 
this. We all want Club Med developed, so why is it 
that the Government would infringe on that process 
and put that process in danger? That is the challenge. 
That is what the issue is; it is not about money. It has 
nothing to do with money. It has to do with, Have the 
actions of the Ministers and the Government now 
compromised this process and made us less likely to 
attract the investment of which we need? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Now, I alluded to this before, but I 
have to say it. I went back and I have to say that there 
is really a question, and I sincerely hope that the Hon-
ourable Premier or the Honourable Minister of Tour-
ism and Transport will answer the question as to 
whether or not this was Government business or per-
sonal business. The reason why I ask that is because 
if it was not personal business then there should be 
absolutely no excuse why the Premier of this country 
would get up and say that it is confidential and you 
cannot know who we met with. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: As I mentioned earlier today, 
perhaps it might behove the Opposition, perhaps 
yourself, to submit a Parliamentary Question. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We are more than happy to submit 
a Parliamentary Question. But allow me to say this: 
that under the rules of the House, earlier today we 
asked a question in Question [Period] and we got a 
response. The response was . . . it was not that he did 
not respond—he responded! The Honourable Premier 

said, You do not have a right to know who we met 
with. You do not have a right to know who took us to 
DC for 48 hours. You do not have a right to know who 
had us in a hotel room. You do not have a right to 
know. 
 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order!  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. 
 
[Gavel] 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: He said nothing of 
the sort. The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. He said it was confidential. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is correct. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Nothing of what that 
Honourable said in the last minute and a half— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The truth of it is, and I was sit-
ting here at the time, the words correctly used were “it 
was confidential.” 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Absolutely. The Premier said it 
was confidential and what that means is you do not 
need to know. That is it. Okay? You do not need to 
know. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It’s all right. Hold on a second, let 
me tell you something. All right? I am just getting here, 
but the fact is that the people I represent want to 
know. They do not believe that you, Ministers of this 
Government, can travel away on a 48-hour junket and 
not know who is paying for it. That is the question 
which we have. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No, we do not . . . Confidential. 
Confidential. The Honourable Minister of Finance 
says, You know who is paying for it. No, we do not. 
Because when asked this morning, the Honourable 
Premier said, It is confidential. That is what he said. 
 Now, what is the most shocking thing in to-
day’s edition of the Royal Gazette . . . and I just spoke 
about the whole process being compromised, this is 
what the Honourable Premier said. And, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, as I said before, I like the Honourable 
Premier, I really do. I do not think that this is really his 
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fault. I think it is the fault of bad legal advice that he is 
getting, without question. But here we go ahead and 
say, the Honourable Premier, and I quote, said: “If a 
group of investors choose to spend their money to fly 
us in to meet them, that is their decision—not mine,” 
and then he said “Neither I, nor the ministers that ac-
companied me, are part of any tendering process.”  
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, no; he didn’t! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Did the Premier just say that those 
three Ministers are going to recuse themselves when 
this thing comes to Cabinet? 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Because for certain, Ministers are 
part of the tendering process because Ministers are 
the ones who make the decision. So, to hear this, I am 
almost wondering what advice is the Premier getting 
for him to make these statements to the people of 
Bermuda. It makes absolutely no sense! Then we 
hear Minister Crockwell (and this was on the May 29th 
release) say, “This particular meeting is no different 
from meetings that are conducted regularly on-Island. 
The only difference is location.  

“We did not feel that it was appropriate for the 
taxpayer to incur the cost of a potential investor’s re-
quest for information.” 

The only question I would ask (and I hope that 
I hear from the Honourable Minister) is, When inves-
tors meet in Bermuda, do you meet them without civil 
servants as well? 
 That is what we need to know. Because when 
we talk about a request for information it then takes us 
to the Good Governance Act of 2012 which specifi-
cally states, and I will read it: “(4) If a contractor at-
tempts to gain an unfair advantage when bidding for a 
government contract by obtaining,” (now here is the 
key part) “from a public officer or from an appointed or 
elected official, information which is not available to all 
persons bidding for that contract . . . “ 

Now, what else could happen from a private 
meeting, a 48-hour trip that Ministers of this Govern-
ment have gone away to DC for, other than this? So 
the question that I have, again, and I am hoping that 
the Minister can answer, is, What (in his view) what . . 
. does he feel that any Government Ministers commit-
ted an offence under this Act? Because it is serious, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. We pass laws in this House 
to make sure that they are followed and we need to 
know for certain whether or not there have been any 
breaches of this Act. 
 I will close by reading a few quotes, some of 
which have been read before, some of which have 
not. These come from the Ministerial Code of Conduct 
of which the Premier this morning confirmed have not 
changed, so we have the correct version. It says: “A1 
(ix) Ministers should avoid accepting any gifts or offers 
of hospitality” (which clearly this is) “which might, or 

might reasonably appear to, compromise their judge-
ment or place them under and improper obligation.” 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s what it says! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It then goes on to say: “[A1 (xvii)] 
Ministers should not accept any kind of favour from 
individuals who are in negotiation with, or seeking to 
enter into [Members’ emphasis] contractual or proprie-
tary or pecuniary relations with the Government.” 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s what it says! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It then goes on to say: “[18.1] Of-
fers of travel from other organisations” (which means 
not foreign government) “should not [normally] be ac-
cepted, except where this is provided as an integral 
part of a tour of inspection.” 
 This was no tour of inspection, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. This was an information exchange junket 
for 48 hours in Washington, DC with no civil servants.  
 It then goes on to say: “If in the event of a 
Minister accepting hospitality on a scale, or from a 
source, which might be reasonably thought to influ-
ence Ministerial action, it should be declared in the 
Register of Members’ Interest.” 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to know 
whether or not these items have been declared.  
 
An Hon. Member: Has it been? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Has it been declared? Has it been 
declared?  

When you returned to [the] Island, did you de-
clare on March 22nd that you went on a trip funded by 
people who were looking to enter into business with 
the Government?  

So after this, after all of this, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, what do we get from this Government? I will 
quote, We did nothing wrong. We get from the Hon-
ourable Learned Member, the Minister of Tourism and 
Transport, It is not a gift. Well, I will leave it to the 
people of Bermuda to read what a gift is because 
anyone will tell you that this was a gift. If you do not 
pay for something, it is a gift!  

Now, he says, We did nothing wrong.  
Madam Deputy Speaker, an undeclared trip—

which was only disclosed by a leak—paid for by de-
velopers where Government property and activity 
which is currently illegal in these Islands is being dis-
cussed; a 48-hour junket without civil servants with 
people looking to do business with Bermuda is 
branded as nothing wrong.  
 I will close with this. When the Honourable 
Premier was asked if he had any confidence earlier 
today in his Attorney General, the Premier said, “I am 
not going to answer that.” Well, let me answer the 
question for him, seeing that he did not want to an-
swer the question. You should not have confidence in 
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anyone who is giving you legal advice that is telling 
you that what you did on this 48-hour junket to Wash-
ington, DC was not wrong. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Bob 
Richards, Minister of Finance, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. Just a few words, more of this sound and 
fury that we just had. 
 We have to sort of put into a level of sanity 
here, because— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T (Bob) Richards: I keep hearing that there 
is something somehow wrong with Ministers taking a 
trip without the presence of civil servants. I mean, this 
is the most ridiculous and nonsensical thing I have 
ever heard. I mean, it is just total insanity. I just want 
the public to know that Ministers take trips and meet 
prospective investors and people interested in Ber-
muda all the time without civil servants. All the time! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T (Bob) Richards: I will give you an example 
in the last two weeks! I was in Washington, DC, talk-
ing to people who were interested in investing in Ber-
muda. Why? Because there is a new Government in 
Bermuda and they are interested in investing in Ber-
muda!  
 
[General uproar and desk thumping] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And I was not in the 
presence of a civil servant!  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I am going on a trip 
next week to Brussels, and I am not taking a civil ser-
vant, and I will meet all kinds of people over there. So 
it is nonsense about we have to have a civil servant 
with us. These folks used to take civil servants with 
them just to carry their bags! I saw it myself! 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order! Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I know in his attempt to deflect the Honour-
able Member is certainly misleading the House. It is a 
known fact that previous leaders of the Progressive 
Labour Party Government had consultants—not civil 
servants—to accompany them to do that type of work 
that he just alluded to. So it is misleading the House. 

 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, you have the floor.  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am not misleading the 
House. I have seen this with my own two eyes. I have 
seen civil servants carrying the bags of Ministers on 
trips. I have seen it with my own eyes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [What is your] point of order? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I would like to declare my 
interests as I work at the airport and I have not seen 
that. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Aw! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Well, I am very happy for 
you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards): Thank you very much. 
 What we have heard so far is the height of 
hypocrisy. The height of hypocrisy! It was not that long 
ago that I sat in that very same chair of the Member 
who just took his seat. I sat in that very same chair 
and I asked the then-Minister of Finance and Premier 
what salary the CEO of the Bermuda Monetary Au-
thority [BMA] made. And I was told that it was none of 
my business and that is Government business, Gov-
ernment money.  

He is an official in the public sector and the 
Bermuda Opposition, the Opposition at the time, was 
told in writing that we did not have the right to know! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [What is your] point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House.  
 
An Hon. Member: He is not! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Government has no con-
trol over who the BMA hires as the CEO. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is really interesting. 
Seems to me . . . see, I am the present Finance Minis-
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ter and I appoint the Board and the Board appoints 
the CEO. But, every dime—every dime—that the 
Bermuda Monetary Authority has belongs to the peo-
ple of this country.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am saying to you that— 
 
An Hon. Member: Tell us! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —people that live in glass 
houses should not throw stones. People that live in 
glass houses should not throw stones. 
 We have got all this hypocritical sound and 
fury—hypocritical sound and fury. When they were 
Government, they refused to tell the people of Ber-
muda things that the people of Bermuda really should 
know because it was their money that was being 
spent!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Bermuda Monetary 
Authority represents their money. In every central 
bank, and every supervisory agency in the world, you 
can find out just by going on the Internet how much 
the CEO makes. I asked a legitimate question, and I 
could not get an answer. Now we are hearing sound 
and fury here because our Honourable Premier had a 
conversation with some people and they want to know 
who it is. Let me tell this House and the people of 
Bermuda that Ministers of this Government have con-
fidential conversations with people all the time.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And they were Cabinet 
Ministers— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is right.  
 
An Hon. Member: Without a civil servant! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So what? Without a civil 
servant—so what?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No, we do not need civil 
servants to talk to members of the public. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Excuse me! I am standing on 
my feet. I am standing on my feet. If the Minister 
would like to take his seat for a second? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

I would expect a little bit more reverence in 
the House. We are here to do the people’s business. 
We are not here to do our own personal businesses. 
 Minister, would you like to take the floor 
again? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 The whole idea that somehow it was wrong 
not to have a civil servant is total nonsense, and the 
whole idea that somehow they are purer than the 
driven snow and because they have answered all the 
questions from the Opposition (when we were Opposi-
tion), is also total nonsense. It is just not true! 
 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: [What is your] point of order? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. I did not make any— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Take your seat, please. 

I cannot hear what the point of order is. I do 
expect to have some form of order. 
 Would you like to, please, continue? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. I did not say that when they were Opposition 
they got the answer to every single question. The only 
thing that I said was a question this morning was 
asked and the Premier of this country said that is con-
fidential. We should stick to the topic.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Too late to stick to the 
topic. You have gone all over the show. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Those are the two points 
that needed to be made, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
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The statement about civil servants is utter nonsense. 
And you know what? Those on that side that have 
been Ministers know that what I am saying is true. 
 
An Hon. Member: Talk about the Code of Conduct! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: As for them not knowing . 
. . and the Honourable Premier has the right to say 
that the information is confidential because if every 
time somebody came and talked to a Member of this 
Government every conversation that we made was 
put in the public domain, nobody would come and talk 
to us! Nobody would talk to us!  

They are not comfortable with this trip, I can 
say. Okay, you are not comfortable with the trip, but 
do not go overboard. Do not deal in hyperbole. That is 
what we have got here. You have got hypocritical hy-
perbole, and it is all sound and fury signifying nothing. 
 Thank you. 
 
[General uproar and desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 If there are no . . . the Chair recognises Minis-
ter, sorry, Mr. T. E. Lister from Sandys North [sic]. You 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Sandys South. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry, Sandys South. I do not 
have my glasses. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  
 I actually want to change the subject and raise 
another point. But before I do I want to weigh in on 
this in a couple of ways. I really did not have any great 
desire to, but sometimes you hear things that bother 
you. My cousin just took his seat. Bob and I are cous-
ins—good man. But he was strong, he was very 
strong on not using civil servants. That really bothers 
me, Bob. That is out of order. That is out of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I thought we agreed that he should not be 
calling Bob across the floor “my cousin.” He should be 
saying “that Honourable Member.” 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you. 

 It is unwise for a Minister to meet with any-
body without his civil servants present. They have the 
knowledge. They know what went on before. Every 
time . . . look, when the Progressive Labour Party was 
Government one of the attacks was Minister change. 
There were 12 Education Ministers. Can you imagine 
one of those Education Ministers in an important 
meeting without civil servants? He has no knowledge, 
no institutional knowledge. So I would suggest to the 
Finance Minister—who holds a very senior role in this 
country—that he do a rethink, that he do a rethink be-
cause he is out of order.  
 The new Government fell into a little bit of a 
trap and a hole that they have created for themselves. 
It is called openness and transparency, dah-dah, dah-
dah, dah-dah. It is a very dangerous thing when you 
keep saying it because when you keep saying it you 
have to actually do it. Okay?  

Here are two simple examples: Whilst we 
have heard a lot of noise in the last few days about 
what is now going to be called (thanks to the Honour-
able Rolfe Commissiong) “Jetgate,” it is really no dif-
ferent from me sitting in my seat here two weeks ago 
and my mouth falling open when the Honourable Zane 
De Silva forced Minister Patricia Gordon[-Pamplin] to 
admit that Louise Jackson was her consultant. Now, 
listen, I cannot think of any reason why Louise Jack-
son should not be her consultant. I cannot think of any 
reason why she should not. But Zane De Silva should 
not be forcing that out of her on the floor of this 
House.  

I was shocked to hear it. Absolutely shocked. 
And I think the Honourable Patricia Gordon[-Pamplin] 
is a great person. She is a friend of mine—has been a 
friend for years—and I expect her to conduct herself in 
a proper manner.  

So what are we talking about? We are now 
talking about a pattern of behaviour—after only five 
months of office, a pattern of behaviour. So I would 
suggest to the Government that they take their time, 
they remember what openness means, they call a 
press conference next week and Minister ABC an-
nounces that he has a consultant who is going to do 
the following things and be paid this. And you know 
what? Do you know what everybody says? Okay. 
They say, I love it. No debate in this House, no big 
blog story; there is nothing to talk about. If the person 
can do the job and the Minister feels that and pays a 
reasonable sum, get on with it! That is what we want. 

I have listened today and I was very intrigued 
by the news last night. Gary Moreno and his team put 
some great words in my mouth that I did not actually 
say. But that was okay. What they said was, I would 
be getting to the bottom of this today. I never said 
that. What I did say was that I would listen today. And 
I have done that all afternoon. I have listened—in fact, 
not all afternoon, from first thing this morning. What 
really has come out as the Members of the Progres-
sive Labour Party have gone back and forth to the rule 
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book is that the Premier may have fallen into another 
hole in judgment—relying on his Attorney General 
(because that is who he should rely on) who put him 
in a hole.  

Clearly, listening to what I have heard today 
from the Progressive Labour Party Members, the 
Government Members did not act in the correct man-
ner. They did not. So I am not going to blame the 
Premier, just like I would not blame the Honourable 
Member, Bob Richards, if he came here and said, I 
took advice from my civil servant. Because that is 
what he should do. The Honourable Member, Mr. 
Crockwell (forced out by Lawrence Scott two weeks 
ago) said, The boat is here. And then we find out the 
boat was not here and he said, I was advised that it 
was here. That is okay. He is not being beaten up by 
me for it. No. 

Again, a little bit of advice to that same Minis-
ter. I had a lot of turns as Ministers. I went and looked 
at things. When I stood in this House two weeks ago, 
if I had been in your shoes and I said the Millennium 
was here, it [would have been] because I saw it. Be-
cause I saw it. That is what you should have done. 
You should not have relied on someone telling— 
 
An Hon. Member: Hindsight. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: It is not hindsight!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Oh, my gracious! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Don’t be worried about the 
sidebars. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please continue to speak to 
the Chair. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Let us just clear that up. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: The Minister said in his sidebar, 
Oh, you did not make any mistakes. You are looking 
at a man whose life is full of mistakes. And I believe 
that probably all of us up here, on the day we are will-
ing to confess, will confess the same.  
 So, what I am saying is that having fallen in 
holes, I know where the holes are. I am just advising 
the Government at this time not to hit the easy ones. 
Fall in the hard holes! Fall in the ones you really could 
not see. But do not say that the ship is here because 
somebody told you. Now you know that maybe you 
should not just take the advice from that person, but it 
is something I am sure you have worked out in your 
office in the last two weeks. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Sorry? I am finished with you. 
 This idea of this is none of your business—
that is a real tricky one, you know. A practise was es-
tablished in this House years ago by the UBP Gov-
ernment that when Ministers travelled they came back 
and reported the business of their travel. It is a good 
practise. That practise was continued by the PLP 
Government. Again, I would strongly advise this Gov-
ernment to do the same.  

We sat here today and the Ministerial State-
ments took us beyond lunch. I did not hear anybody 
complain. I do not think anybody at home complained. 
The Statements were all interesting and informative. 
That is what people want. That is what we want—that 
is what I want—over here. I listened and I was im-
pressed. That is what is required.  

When you have a secret, a secret meeting—
we had this consultation and we talked, and I cannot 
tell you everything—it does not mean you cannot tell 
my anything. Yes, you cannot tell me everything. I 
understand that. But you have to tell me something. 
So to tell me it is none of my business, really, is not 
appropriate.  
 
[Hon. K.H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

GAMING LEGISLATION 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Now, Mr. Speaker (good 
change), I will talk about what I really want to talk 
about here tonight. 
 In 2009, we had a Bill before this House relat-
ing to casino gambling on ships coming to Bermuda, 
our cruise ships. Anyone who is a Member of this 
House at that time will remember that that Bill failed 
for reasons that had nothing to do with the Bill. Am I 
right?  
 
An Hon. Member: For the most part. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: No, 100 per cent correct.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: A hundred per cent correct. The 
reasons it failed had nothing to do with the Bill.  

In subsequent times the Progressive Labour 
Party did not bring the Bill forward for various reasons. 
However, we now have the Breakaway here, we have 
our other ships coming. Despite the hard work of 
Tourism Ministers over the last four years, including 
the present one, the land-based tourism has not re-
bounded. The Minister said as much in his Statement 
this morning, referring to his trip to the Caribbean con-
ference. So we should not play around with our cruise 
business. We have lost (I believe) either three or six 
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visits from one of our ships already—not our fault, 
nothing to do with us, but we do not get that revenue 
back.  
 I would suggest to the Government that it is 
time to dust off that Bill from July 2009, bring it back 
here and see if we can get this whole House to agree 
to engaging the cruise ships and allowing them to 
have gambling on board, when in shore, for their pas-
sengers. It is hard to believe that that is going to hurt 
the local entertainment market. We have been in this 
business long enough now to know that after nine 
o’clock at night there really are not very many tourists 
wandering off the ships. We also know how the cruise 
ships make their money. And restricting them from 
making money in this area is not a healthy thing.  

So, as I said, I would advise the Government, 
the appropriate Minister, the Minister of Tourism and 
Transport, to simply get on with it. Bring the Bill. Bring 
the Bill. Bring it as soon as possible and let us get it 
here and get it passed. It is June already—we do not 
want to get to July. Let us get it here quickly and get it 
passed. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Southampton [West Cen-
tral], the Minister for Tourism and Transport. 
 Minister, Shawn Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 

MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT ACCEPTING 
TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEKING TO DO 

BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The key priority of this Government, which 
has been articulated time and time again by the Hon-
ourable Premier and various Members of this Cabinet, 
is to drive social economic development to Bermuda 
by attracting foreign investment. This would help revi-
talise our economy, and, as it relates to my portfolio, 
my responsibility is to bring investment for the tourism 
product.  
 We have been told on multiple occasions—in 
fact, we are told almost every time the Cabinet con-
venes—that our focus is on creating jobs. Jobs, jobs, 
jobs. That is our focus because the reality is that we 
lost thousands of jobs under the former Government 
due to economic challenges, both global and local, 
and that this country has been suffering in difficult 
economic times. When we were elected on December 
17th . . . and as I shared with my honourable colleague 
in the House, there were PLP Members that said to 
me on the doorstep, We are going to put you in this 
one time to turn around the economy, to create jobs, 
to bring in development— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And you know what? Oh, 
you asked . . . the Member that is in the House right 
now, he is in the Gallery, he will tell you. I canvassed 
hard. That is why we increased the margin of victory 
by 100 votes in that constituency. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, we know about the 
boundary change. That is why the Honourable Mem-
ber changed constituency as well. 
 [Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We understand about the 
boundary changes, Mr. Speaker.  
 But the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, PLP 
Members said, My heart is with the PLP and my heart 
is going to go back to the PLP, but we need this coun-
try to be put back on track. So they put us in for a pur-
pose. And we are focused on that purpose—economic 
development in this country. 
 I understand. And I want to say that I accept 
some of the valid criticisms that were raised today. In 
fact, the one that I accept the most is that we should 
have reported the nature of the trip much sooner. But 
you know why we did not, Mr. Speaker? Because truly 
there was not . . . At the time someone said, Well, tell 
us more, what happened? There is nothing more to 
tell. What the Honourable Premier reported in his ex-
planation was fulsome. 
 Now, we talk about the confidentiality. I be-
lieve—and I will be accurate in the comments of the 
Honourable Finance Minister—that it is inappropriate 
to disclose the identity of an individual who has not 
made an official application to this Government in re-
lation to any projects. It is inappropriate to disclose 
that information! If it is a general conversation, and if 
that general conversation does not lead to an official 
application, we have a duty not to disclose that iden-
tity. Now, if that individual wants to disclose it— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: I think the Leader just said it 
right, what a complete reversal of rationale. What the 
Honourable Member is doing is— 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order, Member? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: He is misleading the House, 
Mr. Speaker. When he says that, you know, he is talk-

 House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report  31 May 2013 1247_ 
 
ing about a potential developer does not need to be 
named, you are talking about somebody that paid for 
three—a Premier and two Ministers—$45,000-odd 
dollars to fly them out of here! 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, that Hon-
ourable Member— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —that Honourable Mem-
ber had his time. I did not interrupt any of the Honour-
able Members.  

I did not interrupt you, Honourable Member.  
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Why are you misleading the 
House? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am not misleading the 
House. It is the position of this Government—it is not 
misleading the House. We have taken the view that 
until there is an application made that that individ-
ual’s—or a group of individuals—identity should be 
protected.  

I can recall . . . Mr. Speaker, this is nothing 
new! I can recall the previous Premier on many occa-
sions telling the Opposition (I am talking about Pre-
mier Brown telling the Opposition), There are some 
things that the Government is privy to that the Opposi-
tion is not, and at the appropriate time the information 
will be given. So, it is our position that because no 
application has been made, no bidding is going on, 
there is no project associated with the individuals that 
we met, that it would be inappropriate to discuss the 
name. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I think it is important to 
clarify something, because during the lunch break I 
was asked a question by the media. And the question 
was, Was the individual, or individuals, the owner of 
the Baltimore Orioles or Washington Wizards? And 
my answer was, No. And that is the right answer.  

Now, sometimes it is not the answer, but it is 
the question that raises my concern. I did not want . . . 
there may be some confusion in the community and 
what I want to say is that we are pleased—this Gov-
ernment is pleased—that there are multiple parties 
who are interested in some economic opportunities in 
Bermuda. Multiple. And we have had individuals come 
to Bermuda to express their interest, have a look at 
the various sites to date.  

I am looking forward to the opportunity to 
come to this Honourable House and report on an ap-
plication made by a serious developer. I find it inter-
esting that the Honourable Shadow Finance Minister 

would get up and talk about how this Government 
may have compromised some future development at 
Club Med and how we have messed up Club Med, 
when it was the PLP Government who blew up Club 
Med in 2008! 
 
[Laughter and desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Blew it up!  
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Blew it up!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: In 2008, Mr. Speaker. 
Okay? They blew it up and here we are in 2013—
nothing happened on Club Med.  

Talk about mess up Club Med . . . let me tell 
you one of the things that came up in the meeting. 
One thing that came up in the meeting was, What is 
going on with that debacle with [Carl] Bazarian? That 
is known around the world, that a hotel was blown up 
in 2008, promises made year in and year out, and we 
are trying to get a development there and the Honour-
able Member gets up and wants to criticise. 
 
Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That was part of it. That 
was part of it. Absolutely.  

There were many things discussed, many 
questions asked. And I have no problem . . . I have no 
problem . . . the question was asked, What is the 
status of the Club Med property? 
 
An Hon. Member: How did you answer? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The answer was fact. The 
answer was that the PLP terminated the agreement. 
The PLP terminated the lease and that there is still the 
fact that legislation is still in place as it relates to that 
property. 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s all that was said? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And that we cannot—we 
cannot—discuss that property any further, because at 
this stage that property is not even on the market. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Surely, surely, surely, that is in 
Hansard too, you know. 
 

 House of Assembly 



1248 31 May 2013 Official Hansard Report  
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: How? 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Because what he just said is 
untrue. The reason that the Club Med and Bazarian 
never got off the ground is because the man himself 
could not raise the finances. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: That had nothing to do with 
the PLP. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I understand the point of 
order. The point I am making is that we discussed a 
variety of . . . they asked a variety of questions, and 
we answered those questions to the best of our ability.  

There were no negotiations. So everyone talk-
ing about the Code of Conduct . . . there was abso-
lutely no negotiations taking place while we were 
there. There was no . . . when I was going I did not 
have any understanding that we were going to engage 
in any future negotiations. 
 
An Hon. Member: Really? Keep talking. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the reality is 
simple. It was an individual who saw Bermuda as a 
place where there could be economic development 
and he and his team had a myriad of questions to ask 
and we answered them. 
 I do accept the fact that declaration of the trip 
should have come earlier. I accept that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It should have come ear-
lier. Since which there has been no application by any 
of those individuals and there is no bidding process, 
there is . . . you know, when we talk about the com-
ments made by former premiers (and I appreciate 
those comments) those comments were made based 
on a misperception.  

The Honourable former Premier, Alex Scott 
said, Well, it would be inappropriate if there were two 
people bidding on the property and one of those two 
was involved in this trip. That is not the case. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is not the case. 
There is no bid, there is no competing bids— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yet! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: At all!  

What I am going to say is this: I appreciate the 
comment made, that, certainly, if anyone in this group 
. . . because at the time there was no specific project 
going on. But in the future, I accept the fact that if a 
member of that group or the group itself then bid on a 
project then questions could have been raised. I ac-
cept that. I accept that. Lesson learned. Questions 
could have been raised.  

The fact of the matter is that the Attorney 
General was very clear, very clear. At the outset of the 
meeting, he made it clear that if there was any appli-
cation made by a person in that group, or the group, 
that it would have to go through a certain process and 
he explained that process—the RFP, the bidding 
process and the like. He made it abundantly clear. I 
do take the point of the aesthetics of that.  
 I want to raise this point. I am glad to see the 
Honourable Member, Wayne Furbert, in the Chamber, 
because I did have a conversation with him because I 
was informed that the Honourable Member went to 
meet with developers on a private jet. I called him and 
. . . I called him before I made any comments to the 
press and I said, This is what I was told. That you met 
with potential investors on a private jet.  

And he said, No. He said, I did not go on a 
private jet. We went by commercial air.  

So I asked the Honourable Member, Who 
paid for it? because it is not the mode of travel. Mr. 
Speaker, it seemed as if who paid for the travel . . . 
the Honourable Member could not confirm or deny 
who paid for the travel.  

I asked him, Who paid for the commercial 
travel?  

He said, I do not know. I do not know if we 
paid for it or I do not know if they paid for it.  

But I think it is incumbent to find out whether 
or not the former Tourism Minister ever travelled to 
see a potential developer and that developer paid for 
the travel. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It will be “hypocritical,” to 
use your words, Honourable Member— 
 
The Speaker: Speak, speak [to the Chair.] 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —to now come here and 
be critical if indeed the former Tourism Minister ac-
cepted . . . I do not care if it is on a private jet or a 
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commercial jet, if the developer paid for it, then it is 
hypocritical! I invite the Honourable Member, who has 
not spoken yet on this Motion to Adjourn to either . . 
.because you have got to remember!  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I was waiting for you! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You have got to remem-
ber! I know you were probably waiting for me, but you 
have got to remember.  
 What I am saying is, and I certainly agree that 
we need to get economic development here in this 
country. If we do not, we are in trouble. I do not accept 
the fact that the Opposition wishes us well in that en-
deavour. I do not. I do not. I understand because I 
have been over there. I sat in those seats.  

These are good days for the Opposition. I un-
derstand that. But it is the country that hangs in the 
balance. It is the country that hangs in the balance, 
Mr. Speaker. I will say that . . . and you know, the 
Honourable Member, the Honourable Opposition 
Leader is always saying, Call the election. I find that 
so . . . talk about absurd! I find it so absurd. I know he 
really wants to be the Premier, I do. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I know he was probably 
surprised that he is sitting over there in the Opposition 
Leader’s seat right now— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —because it certainly 
was not in the ultimate plan. There is not going to be 
an election soon, so he can save his voice. I know 
after five months he would really love for that to hap-
pen, but no, you just lost the election. So they are go-
ing to be warming those seats for a little while. He can 
back off on those comments. 
 We need to get development to this country. 
This Government is committed to getting development 
to this country, and if we were a bit overzealous on 
this occasion, then we put up our hands. 
 
An Hon. Member: Overzealous now. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We put up our hands. We 
wanted to hear what they had to say and we an-
swered their questions because we want to bring eco-
nomic development to Bermuda. 
 

GAMING LEGISLATION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I would like to also deal 
with the issue raised by the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Lister, in relation to the legislation for import gaming. It 

is on the agenda, it is very high on the agenda, Hon-
ourable Member. The process is going through the 
right channel right now, and it is my desire to have 
that legislation before this house during this session.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I hope that it gets there. 
 
An Hon. Member: Sure! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Although I know the 
Honourable Member is now an independent Member, 
I hope when legislation comes before the House we 
can all hold hands in seeing that it is approved. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Hamilton West, the Shadow Minister of Tourism, MP 
Wayne Furbert. 
 MP Wayne Furbert, you have the floor. 
 

MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT ACCEPTING 
TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEKING TO DO 

BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My role as of last year was Minister of Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism, as the Minister 
knows. Yes, at that time (I believe it was April) we put 
in place the Tourism Board who has full responsibility 
for the promotion and marketing of Bermuda. We had 
a call, the board member, the chairman had a call 
asking for us to fly us down to Las Vegas. Private 
flight.  

I made it very clear. I told him that we will not 
be flying on a private jet. I checked with some of my 
colleagues, checked with the Premier of the day, 
checked with the Cabinet Secretary, checked with my 
civil servants in my Ministry, and I said I am not flying 
down on any private jet. First of all, because at the 
end of the day, there are some laws in place where 
companies in the United States could be seen doing 
business with Government . . . I cannot remember 
what the law is. We had a discussion on that. So we 
did not fly on a private jet. However, the gentleman 
still wanted to pay for our trip, and I believe he did pay 
for our economy ticket down to Las Vegas to do busi-
ness. 
 
An Hon. Member: There it is! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Hold on, hold on, here is the 
difference . . . here is the difference. 
 
The Speaker: Speak to the Chair, Member. 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There is a difference, Mr. 
Speaker.  

We looked at the Ministerial Code of Conduct 
at the time and we were looking at what opportunity 
did Bermuda have as far as hotel development. We 
did not go where the Minister . . . and I am telling quite 
the truth. We did not go in regard to negotiating any 
particular contracts. That is where the difference is. 
My understanding is that the Minister . . . the develop-
ers wanted exclusive casino rights in St. George’s. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is my understanding.  

Now the Minister can stand up and deny one 
way or another, but my understanding is that the con-
tract in St. George’s was where the breakdown took 
place. They wanted exclusive rights— 
 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, carry on. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. He has misinformation that is 
not correct. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister.  
 Carry on. 
 
[Inaudible Interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Minister, tell us the clear 
facts.  
 
An Hon. Member: There is no difference. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am saying that . . . no, 
there is a clear difference. There is a clear difference. 
My understanding is that the Minister was to . . . they 
wanted to have [a] clear day as far as— 

You are standing up? I have not said anything 
yet. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —as far as [a] casino in St. 
George’s and because they do not have that, they are 
not coming to St. George’s. I understand in negotia-
tions— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is not correct! The 
Honourable Member . . . I really did a point of order, 
he is misleading the House. It is not correct. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. That is not right. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, the Minister can deny it 
one way . . . we have no proof because the Minister is 
not going to tell us. But I am saying, my understand-
ing, my understanding— 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of clarification, if 
you want to hear— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Would you like the clarification, MP 
Furbert? 
 Yes, carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, as the Pre-
mier said in his explanation, gaming featured promi-
nently in the conversations. No question about it. But 
the assertion that some discussions broke down be-
cause of their request for exclusivity is just not correct. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I heard the Minister. 
But the gentleman that we went to visit in Las Vegas 
did eventually come here to look at (I think it was) 
Pink Beach, discussions going on. I do not know what 
happened after that, but the Board and the gentleman 
had some discussion going on in regard to doing de-
velopment in Bermuda. That is, I think, what is totally 
different between our scenario and the Minister’s. I 
would not jump into any private plane to do any nego-
tiations with any specific developers overseas. I think 
that is a clear difference. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We are talking about— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, MP Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Here is the Ministerial Code 
of Conduct. It says, “ [(A1(xvii) Ministers should not 
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accept any kind of favour from individuals who are in 
negotiations with . . . ” We were not in any negotia-
tions with any developers from overseas. I believe— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I can prove it! I can 
prove it. I have no problem— 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: You have a point of . . . right. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I am not accepting the 
clarification. Point of order or point of clarification? 
Point of order? 

The Speaker: He does not want a point of clarifica-
tion, Minister. 

Carry on, MP Furbert. 

[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It is, I believe, a clear distinc-
tion between our negotiations . . . or our discussions 
with— 

[General uproar] 

Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 

An Hon. Member: Our negotiations! 

An Hon. Member: Now it is time to sit down. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Our discussions with the 
developer to prepare to the, ah . . . negotiation with 
the . . . And that was a slip of the tongue, Mr. 
Speaker. That was a slip of the tongue when I said 
“negotiations.” 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have no problem— 

[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Hold on, hold on— 

[Gavel] 

The Speaker: Order, order. Order, Members. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have no problem . . . and 
the Minister knows who I met with— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Minister knows who I 
met with. I had no problem talking to the country. If 
you and I call a press conference tomorrow, or on 
Monday, and meet the press and tell them who I met 
and who you met— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Would you be willing to do 
that? 

The Speaker: Member Furbert, just speak to the 
Chair and then I think you will get it much clearer that 
way. 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have no problem if the Min-
ister wants to meet with the press on Monday, and I 
have no problem telling them who I met. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Minister knows who I 
met with. So if you want to do that, I will do that on 
Monday at what? Two o’clock? We can have a press 
conference on that. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment [is] talking about saving money. The Gov-
ernment [is] talking about— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

An Hon. Member: Girls? 

An Hon. Member: Whoa. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I do not take 
what the Honourable Member Grant Gibbons just 
said. I do not take what he just said lightly— 

The Speaker: Carry on, carry on, please. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker— 

An Hon. Member: You have go to talk to your team. 

[Gavel] 

The Speaker: Can we have order? Allow the Member 
to speak. 

Carry on. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, the whole is-
sue on this point is this: The Attorney General—who 
has the highest office as far as legal office in the Gov-
ernment—for three weeks has ill-advised the Gov-
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ernment on what to do. The first part had to do with 
the seniors. When we passed that Act regarding the 
seniors as far as cars, he said to this Honourable 
House that the Minister has the right to give certain 
benefits or exemptions to seniors.  

Two weeks ago in this Honourable House, the 
Minister misled, or gave the right for his [Permanent] 
Secretary to work for the Government. In regard to the 
travel, I would have thought that the Minister would 
have advised his colleagues that in the best interests 
of the country—because we know it had to do with 
negotiations, despite what the Minister of Tourism is 
saying—that they should not have travelled on a pri-
vate jet.  

Now, I accept that we took a trip to Las Vegas 
to negotiate . . . or to have discussions— 
 
[General uproar] 
 
An Hon. Member: Negotiate! 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! It is worse! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have said it again. I have 
said it wrong twice, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: You have said it wrong twice! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have said it wrong twice. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I have, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I have no prob-
lems, no I hear— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I hear the Honourable Mem-
ber Dunkley. I said I have no problem in confronting 
with the media or anyone in this country on our dis-
cussion in Las Vegas as far as getting hotels here. I 
have no problem with that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections, laughter and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am not going to say much 
more after this. 
 
[General uproar and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am not going to say much 
more after this— 

 
The Speaker: You have 10 minutes. Ten minutes. 
 
[General uproar and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But, Mr. Speaker, for open-
ness, I have no problem meeting my good friend and 
the former Minister of Tourism— 
 
An Hon. Member: Where is your Ministerial State-
ment on that trip? Huh? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Go on. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I have no problem meeting 
with that Honourable Member in front of the press and 
telling them the full details of our trip last year. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member care to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Leader of the Op-
position, the Honourable Marc Bean. 
 Leader Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon to you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, good afternoon. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We got somewhat— 
 
An Hon. Member: Sidetracked. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. It was almost a side-
track. And I give credit to the Honourable and Learned 
Minister of Tourism for bringing up a salient point. The 
question (because he did call it hypocrisy), that I have 
for the Honourable and Learned Member is, Is it right 
or is it wrong? I would like for him to shout across the 
floor right now and tell us if that behaviour that they 
are wallowing over was right or wrong! Because if it 
was right then, then they should not be getting them-
selves all excited. And if it was wrong, then . . . then, 
what they did a few months ago is wrong now! That is 
the fact of the matter. So let me refocus. 
 The honourable mayor of New York said that 
Bermuda is night and day. It surely is night and day. It 
surely is night and day. There is a saying by es-
teemed reggae artist, Max Romeo, You take one step 
forward and two steps backwards, and that is what we 
have been experiencing under the One Bermuda Alli-
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ance Government. Bob Marley also says that, You 
can run, run and run away but you can never run 
away from yourself. So let us put the mirror . . . focus 
it, right back to where it should be. We are not the 
Government, Mr. Speaker.  
 
An Hon. Member: Furbert was. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We are not the Government. 
Whatever errors we made, and all the allegations that 
were sent towards the PLP Government, our judg-
ment came December 17th.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Today, the light of scrutiny 
rests on the One Bermuda Alliance. No matter how 
many excuses they try to give! Right is right; wrong is 
wrong.  

Now, the Honourable and Learned Member is 
speaking of, Oh, Wayne Furbert did not have a Minis-
terial Statement. Well, what was the personal expla-
nation today by the Premier which was belated after 
the Ministerial Statements were given? What was 
that? Huh? Why was it a personal explanation? Why 
could it have not been just a Ministerial Statement? 
Because he found himself [between] a rock and a 
hard place.  

Every single statement they have made re-
garding this “Jetgate” has incriminated them even 
more, Mr. Speaker, except for their followers who just 
accept everything that they do as coming from 
heaven. But there is nothing that can come from 
heaven when your origin is in Hades.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I said it already, did I not? Uh-
huh.  
 Let us go to the no-civil-servants-on-this-flight 
and the Honourable Member, the Minister of Finance, 
says, Listen, there have been times when I had to 
travel without civil servants. Okay, that is fine. But you 
know, Mr. Speaker, as a previous Minister, a civil ser-
vant usually is your check and balance. The civil ser-
vant ensures that you do not go outside, or act out-
side, of the law. They are not only protecting your in-
terests, but they are protecting their own interests! 
They are protecting the country’s interests! I think the 
public is getting a little tired of, Well you did it, so we 
can do it.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is their narrative. Right? 
Well, let us focus on this. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You guys can chirp all you 
like. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mm-hmm.  

How is it, right, because their excuse for inac-
tion, their excuse for mistakes is, Well, we have only 
been Government for five months, six months! We 
have only been in for so long. That is what they are 
always saying, as a result of their inability and their 
lack of competence. We have only been here for five 
months. If that is the case, yes, if their Minister of Fi-
nance was to go to Basel, Switzerland, without a civil 
servant—so be it. But when you go to engage poten-
tial investors and developers in this country—five 
months is certainly not long enough for you to be 
brought up to date into all the nuances of what is go-
ing on in this country. You take your technical officers 
because they are your brain trust. They ensure that 
the information that is passed is accurate and correct. 
Why? Because they have access to that information 
prior to the OBA becoming Government. That is their 
job, Mr. Speaker. The only reason you would not want 
to take a civil servant in this case is because you have 
something to hide. But I will touch on that a little later. 
I will touch on that a little later. 
 Now, how on earth can they justify (“they” 
meaning the One Bermuda Alliance Government) that 
this junket—“Jetgate”—to Washington, DC, was only 
to exchange information? They claim that no one ex-
pressed any interest, although the Honourable 
Learned Member just said that the people who wanted 
to go and work on the Club Med had expressed inter-
est in gaming at Club Med. He just said it! So if that is 
the case—if it was just an information exchange—
then why is it confidential? Why? If it was just informa-
tion exchanged, if there was no real engagement to 
develop a relationship, why is it just confidential? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Your words have no . . . the 
Honourable Minister Grant Gibbons said, We told you. 
They have said so much, their word has no honour in 
this country, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That language is inappro-
priate. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What is inappropriate? 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You are imputing improper 
motives to the Government of Bermuda and it is not 
acceptable! Those comments need to be reformed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Who the cap fits, let them 
wear it! Right now, they have broken umpteen amount 
of promises. Their word has no honour!  
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, come on. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is not unparliamentary 
language, Mr. Speaker. It is a description of their be-
haviour from the evidence of what they have not been 
able to deliver based on what they said they would 
deliver. When you do not honour your word, then you 
are not honourable! That is the reality! 
 
The Speaker: I think that— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, go ahead. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Aren’t we all Hon-
ourable Members up in this— 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely! 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Is that not imputing 
improper motives in this Government, amongst oth-
ers? 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely! 
 Honourable Member, get a hold of . . . re-
member that we are all Honourable Members in this 
House. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, in name, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely, absolutely. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —we are all Honourable in 
this Honourable Chamber. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: And I would like to think, Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition, I would like to think that we 
are all indeed honourable. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I would, too, Mr. Speaker, but 
human beings have frailties. 
 
The Speaker: We all do, yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We are not perfect. Okay? So 
a title, while it may be a title, is sometimes not an 
adequate description of people— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, but let us not impute that. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: All right, no problem. 
 Let me move on. There is no need . . . if it was 
just an information exchange over a 48-hour junket, 
then confidentiality stinks to high heaven.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It stinks to high heaven. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But let us go through the 
timelines. The aircraft, a G150—how [do] we know? 
Because we know— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: [The aircraft] departed March 
20th at approximately 11:15 am. Correct, Honourable 
and Learned Minister of Tourism? Yes. Arrived into 
Washington Dulles about 12:30 [pm] Eastern Stan-
dard Time on March 20th. So then, the Premier got up 
and said that he had a five-hour meeting on March 
21st.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, having a little knowledge 
of aviation and private jet travel, the advantage of pri-
vate jet travel is the time matrix. It allows you to in-
crease your productivity over a certain time period. 
You are not constrained by an airline’s schedule. So if 
you had a five-hour meeting . . . I am thinking that you 
could have landed at Dulles at 12:30, gotten to your 
meeting around about two o’clock, give or take a few 
minutes because of traffic from Dulles, and that meet-
ing would have concluded by 7:30  [pm] Eastern 
Standard Time. They could have been back in Ber-
muda by midnight.  

But no! Now, hold on. You are saying, So 
what?  
 
An Hon. Member: So what? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So if you have a five-hour 
meeting on the 21st, why is it that you came home on 
the 22nd? Did you have to wait for your flight? No, be-
cause it is a private jet.  
 
An Hon. Member: You missed the flight. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You missed the flight! You 
missed a lot of other things too! You missed a lot of 
other things too—like common sense. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, let us keep it . . . 
as the Opposition Leader, let us— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: One thing I have noticed is 
that they love to give but they cannot take, Mr. 
Speaker. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
The Speaker: You are on a good line, you are on a 
good line, just—  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, with a little movement, 
lean a little way— 
 
The Speaker: Language is . . . yes, that is right, but— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, that is right. A little 
swing, a little scene— 
 
The Speaker: Make sure you get the language cor-
rect. That is all. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is right. And they cannot 
bat, so it is only a matter of time— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So they return on March 22nd 
at approximately, I would say . . . I would think they 
departed from Washington about midday so they are 
back in Bermuda about 3:00. They spent 48 hours in 
Washington travelling by a private jet for a five-hour 
meeting. The question is, What did you really do dur-
ing that time period when you were in Washington? 
Now, the Honourable Premier said that he had to rest!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Premier said 
that he had to rest! That is why they stayed an extra 
43 hours in Washington, DC with private transporta-
tion waiting for them. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, look, I know a 
former Premier, Dr. Brown, used to work 18-hour 
days. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is a known fact.  

Now our current Premier who has no Minis-
tries does very little work except for photo opportuni-
ties— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, let us— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What? 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you, thank you. 
 Honourable Leader, let us be respectful to-
wards the Premier. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Now, everybody works. Now, let us 
just— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Work, work, work, thank you, 
work. Those take up time allocated, Mr. Speaker.  

In fact, where is the Honourable Premier?  
 
An Hon. Member: Right here. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, he is coming back? Okay, 
come inside. Come into the fire. 
 
An Hon. Member: He has got a work commitment. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, he has got a work com-
mitment. But the truth is, our current Premier has no 
actual Ministerial responsibilities. Right? That is the 
truth. So the excuse of . . . the reason why they spent 
the extra 40 hours in DC just to rest does not wash. In 
fact, I think they went to play and enjoy themselves!  
 
An Hon. Member: So what? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading and Imputing] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House and imputing improper mo-
tive. 
 
The Speaker: You did work? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He is incorrect. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: See, Mr. Speaker? If that is 
the case, if there was transparency I would not have 
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to insinuate or guess or speculate, because that in-
formation would have been provided. Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Minister! Minister! 
 We are going to have order, gentlemen, oth-
erwise maybe all of us will be out of here very shortly. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Let me move on then, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Please, Honourable Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I’m, going to start balling in-
swingers into them now, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Please, honourable Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Just a few minutes ago, when 
the Honourable Wayne Furbert was on his feet, the 
Honourable Learned Minister of Transport and Tour-
ism spoke on and said, Listen, these developers in-
terested in the Club Med, they had expressed an in-
terest in Club Med. Can the Honourable Learned 
Member deny that he just said that across the floor? 
That they expressed an interest in Club Med?  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: They asked questions 
concerning Club Med. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So that is an expression of 
interest, ain’t it? Yes. Okay. Right. Well, if that is the 
case, Mr. Speaker, for some reason it seems, or ap-
pears, that the Ministers of our Government have 
never read the Ministerial Code of Conduct. Never! 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Now, that is not true. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, if they read it . . . be-
cause the Honourable Grant Gibbons says, That is 
not true. Well, if they read it, they have difficulty in 
comprehending it. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: What is your excuse? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So let me show you, Mr. 
Speaker, section (what is it?) 18(1)— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Or, actually, let me start with 
[section] A1([xvii]), for the edification of the public who 
is just tuning in, because the Honourable Learned 
Member just admitted that the persons that they flew 
out in Washington, DC, free of charge, as a gift, had 
expressed interest in the Club Med development. It 

says, “Ministers should not accept any kind of favour 
from individuals who are in negotiation with, or seek-
ing” (which is really an expression of interest) “to enter 
into contractual . . .  relations with the Government.” 
 
An Hon. Member: Never happened, never happened. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, when someone 
expresses interest there is really no other evidence to 
say that they expressed interest, but the Honourable 
Learned Minister just admitted in this Honourable 
Chamber that they expressed interest in Club Med!  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House.  

As I said that questions were asked pertaining 
to Club Med. Now, if the Honourable Member wants to 
say that that is a form of interest, fine. But there was 
never an expression of interest in entering into any 
contract or interest into entering into any bid for any 
project. 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is the difference. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 Carry on, Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Leaned 
Member . . . he is learned, so I would think that he 
learned and was trained in negotiation in bar school. I 
think that an expression of interest, when you are a 
Government official, I think that pretty much says it all. 
Okay? It is a desire to build and develop the relation-
ship. If it leads to a contractual agreement, all the bet-
ter. All the better! But the expression of interest over 
Club Med . . . now, I would like the Honourable and 
Learned Member to get up and say that in fact they 
were just not worried about Club Med, they were wor-
ried about other properties too! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Admit it.  

No?  
They were interested in other properties, too? 

 
An Hon. Member: They asked questions about— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, since the Honourable 
and Learned Member wants to try and make fun or 
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make light of my Honourable Member Furbert, I have 
on good knowledge that the two people who . . . or the 
persons that they went to see and have this junket 
with are two billionaires—all right?—investors who are 
interested in Club Med. And one of them sent a pri-
vate jet to fly him (meaning the Honourable Learned 
Member), the Premier and the Learned AG to Wash-
ington, DC. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, that is not 
correct. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, the Member is 
saying that is not correct.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If that is case— 
 
The Speaker: The Premier is saying that is not cor-
rect. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: See? Now, again, you can 
consider it speculation, but with a lack of transparency 
there is room for speculation. The purpose of being 
accountable and letting the public know who, where, 
what, and why is so that these questions do not have 
to be asked.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Would you like a point of clarification? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No problem, Mr. Speaker. I 
do. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, thank you. 
 This is why during my presentation I was say-
ing that there was a question in relation . . . and again, 
I do not think it is appropriate to disclose identities of 
individuals who are doing some due diligence right 
now. But where there may be some confusion as [to] 
what happens with leaks and the like is that there are 
multiple individuals who are interested in Bermuda, 
and there is someone interested in Club Med. That 
person had nothing to do with the Washington trip. So 
there might be some cross— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If there are multiple individu-
als interested in Bermuda, then why would we com-
promise our jurisdictional reputation by courting two or 
three of those many individuals? What do the other 
investors think of that type of activity? Are we for sale 
at the lowest price, Mr. Speaker?  

 
An Hon. Member: The highest! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, the lowest price. Are we 
for sale?  

That is the crux of the matter, you know. We 
all desire, as my Shadow Minister of Finance alluded 
to, economic growth and development in this country. 
But it is not what you do; it is how you do it. How on 
earth can you say in one sentence, Oh, we have all 
these investors (as part of their brainwashing narrative 
of the populous), we have all of these investors (still 
have not seen 2,000 jobs yet, right?), we have all 
these investors, but yet you are going to compromise 
potential relationships with all these investors by tak-
ing trinkets from one group of investors! What type of . 
. . that is not leadership. That is not governance. It is 
shameful.  

In fact, Mr. Speaker, I would like to know . . . I 
cannot see the Honourable Minister Sylvan Richards, 
or the Honourable Minister Bob Richards, or Madam 
Nandi Davis, or even the Deputy Premier, Michael 
Dunkley, Minister Dunkley, or even the boss himself, 
Minister Grant Gibbons—who was not on that flight—
but I would like to know if they had the opportunity 
would they have taken that flight also? Would they 
have taken that flight, or did they allow their col-
leagues to just jump off the cliff without looking?  

Was this even discussed around the Cabinet 
table, Mr. Speaker? Because I do not understand how 
the Minister responsible for Economic Development—
and all the money business of this Government is now 
under his remit— could not be in Washington, DC, for 
that meeting. Why was . . . so if we are in no negotia-
tions, what was the purpose of the AG being there? 
 
An Hon. Member: You never know! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Think before you speak, you 
know. Think before you speak. Think before you 
speak, man. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You see, this is the challenge, 
when you have this type of bad governance. Yes, it is 
true, it is true. Many of my people outside of this Hon-
ourable Chamber are like, You know what? A lot of 
the fallacy in the One Bermuda Alliance [is that] they 
are not street smart at all, you know. They have no 
street smarts. If they were actually on the street, or in 
the community, they would get the whole neighbour-
hood locked up—because they do not think! 
 In closing, it seems as if you have three 
Members formerly of the Bermuda Democratic Alli-
ance who joined back with the UBP to become the 
OBA. But you know when you join up the old UBP, it 
comes with strings attached. There is a risk, like Max-
well Burgess! 
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The Speaker: Finish it up, finish it up. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Like Maxwell Burgess— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Finish it up. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —who had his house called 
in. This seems like an attempt by those three to make 
a move to try and get something in their pocket be-
cause they know that at a certain time if they cross 
and do not come up in the good graces of the hierar-
chy of the UBP old boys’ network,—  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: All right, yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He is imputing improper 
motives. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —it will come with ramifica-
tions! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He is imputing improper 
motives yet again! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, I am not. 
 
The Speaker: Please, if you would— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And his time is up. 
 
The Speaker: If you would just finish up, I will give 
you one minute to finish. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My last thing is . . . this is the 
epitome of what not good governance is about. Now, 
it is a dangerous, cancerous combination that has 
been exhibited by the One Bermuda Alliance. It is that 
combination of ignorance and arrogance. Ignorance 
because they do not what they are doing; arrogance 
because they act like they do know what they are do-
ing. That is detrimental to our country.  

And the person who had the most to say dur-
ing this debate—because, to his credit, he stayed 
here—and the Honourable Grant Gibbons, I said does 
not say much, because we just see today logic com-
munication— 
 
The Speaker: Now, Honourable Member, your time 
has been up a long time. You must conclude. 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Next week, next week I will 
discuss the fact that nine people have been laid off 
because of the Minister’s incompetence. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Okay, that is it. Time. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises now the Honour-
able Member from Hamilton East, MP Derrick Bur-
gess. 
 MP Burgess, you have the floor. 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Out of respect I do not normally speak after 
the Leader, but I had to go on a very important en-
gagement, and I cannot let this go by. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: What concerns me is 
investors coming to Bermuda. When you invest, you 
want to come to Bermuda because . . . let me say this 
first. There are not many people lined up to come to 
Bermuda. 
 
An Hon. Member: We know that! 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: We have the responsi-
bility as the Opposition, when things are not done 
right, to challenge it on this floor. And I wish we did 
not have to challenge it on this floor because I do not 
care how you call it, whenever you go to a meeting, it 
is a preliminary meeting to . . . and it is ongoing. If the 
questions that are asked are answered, if it is favour-
able to the investor, there will be another meeting. 
That is normal. So it is at a delicate stage. But if inves-
tors say, Man, they are making this a real political 
football because the Government has not followed the 
rules. Then, Mr. Speaker, I do not think it does us as a 
country any benefit when the Government acts as it 
has done.  
 Again, the Government must act in accor-
dance with the code and the practises in this country 
so that investors—or anybody that wants to come into 
this country—feels welcome. That is what has to hap-
pen. I am a little concerned about the whole exercise. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
An Hon. Member: What is all this noise here? 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Again, we as the Oppo-
sition have a responsibility— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
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Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Hang on you guys, you 
know I cannot . . . I am trying to . . . I am not that good 
at listening to that. I respect you guys when you talk. I 
try to keep quiet— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member Bur-
gess. 
 

RISE IN HEALTH CARE COSTS 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I just ask for the same. 
 One thing that I saw in the newspaper this 
week was about the healthcare costs going up 20 per 
cent. I am really concerned about that because you 
get countries like Portugal, Canada, England and oth-
ers that can do it better than us and they have a good 
healthcare system in place. Why can we not do it?  

The 20 per cent is not due to wages because 
what employers are doing now is either freezing 
wages or asking you to take a cut. We read in the 
newspapers where companies are reporting profits, 
but yet the price is reported to be going up 20 per 
cent—or has gone up, because the report that I saw in 
the paper was as of April 1st. That is not good for this 
country and this is one where people need to demon-
strate. They need to demonstrate.  

Why are the rates going up 20 per cent when 
other countries can hold it? And they have a national 
plan and we have a private plan that is subsidised by 
the Government, the tax payer. Our costs in the hospi-
tal should be much, much less than they are because 
of being subsidised, when you find others not being 
subsidised in other countries. They can do it better, 
but we cannot. We have to do better than this. 
 I really wanted to talk a bit about Heritage 
Wharf, but I want to be fair to my colleague, Minister 
Trevor Moniz, because he did report this morning that 
he does have a problem with his memory. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

HERITAGE WHARF 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I would like for him to go 
get the information because, you know, to go ahead 
again tonight—and you really cannot respond be-
cause you do not remember—it would not be fair and I 
want to be fair to the public.  

I am talking about the Heritage Wharf, the 
price going up from $22.3 million to $28 million. That 
is a 25 per cent increase. How could you be sent 
here, read a Minister’s Statement that the price now is 
$28 million, and they have not informed the Minister 
why? That is not right— 

 
POINT OF INFORMATION 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of information. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The situation left by the PLP 
was one worse than we thought. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member Burgess— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I am trying 
to cooperate with him and give him the benefit of the 
doubt— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —and to go and get the 
information. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, sorry— 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But faced with— 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, MP Burgess. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: To be fair to the Honourable 
Member, I have spoken to him outside. I will be get-
ting those figures and providing them and explaining 
the difference between the $22 [million] and the $28 
[million]. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Carry on, Member. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. 
 The other thing is that in the Minister’s State-
ment they reported that they have two (I think) engi-
neering firms to assist them with Heritage Wharf, one 
being Woodbourne Associates. I do not think anybody 
in this country is more credible as far as engineering 
is concerned than Mr. Miles Outerbridge when re-
ported in the . . . and let me say this here. And I am 
going to respond to Minister Dunkley, who says I 
never listen to him. Let me say this here. At one time, 
when I was Minister of Works and Engineering, I 
called Mr. Miles Outerbridge and I wanted to talk to 
him about some developments and he said, I will 
come to you.  

I said, No I will come to you. You know, he is 
my senior. No way I wanted him to come to me. I was 
going to go to him. But he came to me and gave me 
the advice at no charge, and I respected the advice 
that he gave me. So when I talk about Mr. Miles 
Outerbridge, he is one of the best in the country with 
all that experience and he— 
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An Hon. Member: Sixty years. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: As he says, 60 years’ 
experience, and he advised [me] not to go down that 
road with ungalvanized rebar. 
 No construction company in this country 
would cost out any job with rebar in it—black, ungal-
vanized rebar (some people call it “black rod”). They 
will not do that because it is not used in Bermuda. But 
seeing the effects of it . . . the only time it has been 
used in Bermuda to my . . . well, not my recollection, 
but what I have learned, is at the US Naval base. And 
all of those buildings had to be knocked down. So 
why, why would you go into— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: They were here. It was 
before that time; but they were here. So they know 
what to use. I hear— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, carry on, MP Burgess. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Against all the experts 
in this country, the construction companies . . . no 
construction company in Bermuda uses ungalvanized 
rebar. Why would this Government, the present Gov-
ernment, go and use that, knowing that it is going to 
create a problem that it is causing now. Why? It 
makes no sense. Why, Mr. Speaker, is because when 
they went to order the rebar it was too late. And they 
could not get the galvanized in time, so they ordered 
the, let us say, black rod, or ungalvanized. That is the 
reason. As they say, Well there were time constraints, 
and to save money . . . Well, yes, save money. And 
time constraints . . . it just goes right back to my point. 
They could not wait for the galvanized rebar, and the 
thing is they had plenty of time to wait for it because it 
is not going to be ready. The job will not be complete 
until around Christmas.  

So, time was not a problem.  
I still have a problem because all . . . and the 

Minister has given updates, regardless of what I think 
and others think about the updates. But he has given 
updates, and in his updates he . . . you know, we were 
all told about May 15th. That is the date they were 
striving to get completion, but since which we heard 
three other dates. We heard September, then we 
heard the cruise ship season (which is mid-October), 
now we are hearing two to four months after the close 
of the season. That takes you to Christmas. 

The question is: Does anybody know when 
will that wharf be complete? Because nothing was in 
actual use. Any work that was done up there when the 
Breakaway first arrived on May 15th . . . everything 
that was used had to do with the old dock. Nothing 
was used. In fact, right now it is lined up against the 
berthing dolphins (or the breasting dolphins, it is the 

same thing). And if you see the fenders, there is not 
much pressure on that fender because those fenders 
should be . . . you could see if there was a six foot 
diameter. You should see a difference. There should 
be at least a third pushed in. That is not so. So the 
question is . . . it would appear there is not much 
weight on those fenders, on that particular fender at 
Dockyard. So I do not know, Mr. Speaker. 
 The rebar . . . and, again, with the non-
Bermudians, Bermudians, and spouses of Bermudi-
ans, each week there is a payroll that is paid by the 
hour. This is not rocket science, this is not a big exer-
cise where you can give how many hours Bermudians 
worked, how many hours non-Bermudians, how many 
hours spouses of Bermudians. You can do that with 
computers today. That is not easy. In fact it is done 
already in the industry, if the owners want that type of 
report. Why that report should be important to us is 
because “jobs” is a big issue in Bermuda right now—
2,000 unemployed.  

So the Government would want (I would have 
thought) to make sure and they would be assured that 
Bermudians are getting what they proposed they 
would get—75 per cent of the workforce should be 
there. The way it was reported this morning, you could 
take that any way you want. But if you report the ac-
tual hours, that is accepted. That is what you want. 
You want the facts. Not that there are 71 Bermudians 
out there. You might have 71 Bermudians out there 
anywhere 14 days and you may have 17 non-
Bermudians that have worked 50 days.  

You see the difference, and what I am talking 
about? That is why we need to know the hours. And 
that would certainly take care of that. 
 Again, all of the advice that was given by local 
experts—engineers, construction companies—has 
been ignored by Government. The Planning Code is 
quite clear. It says, “You shall use”—which means it is 
not optional. It is not optional. If any Planning officer 
were to come on any worksite and see black rod, you 
know they would question that. That is their duty be-
cause we do not use . . . you cannot even buy it in 
Bermuda. You have to special order it, and it depends 
on what they are going to use it for.  

You cannot use it in building because they are 
going to be stopped. So why would the Government? 
Why would they, Mr. Speaker? And now they are try-
ing to justify why they are using black rod. Over the 
last 50 years it has been reported in the local media 
that all the slabs and docks and all that construction 
work have used galvanized for obvious reasons. Ber-
muda has the third highest salt content in the world. 
So we should take all the precautions—not try some-
thing that we have never done before here. Not on a 
Government job. That should not happen. 
 Again, we would like to know when is the 
completion date. When is it set for? I am at about 
Christmas, based on the calculations I have done, 
based on what has been reported to us.  
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KITCHNER CLOSE WATER 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And just one other mi-
nor point (I am leaving that for a bit, I am going to 
leave that tonight) is the water at Kitchener Close.  

Mr. Speaker . . . and the Minister, rightfully, I 
mean he could not give the answers. That is what he 
said, that he could not give the answer. He did not 
answer, so he did not give any answers. Again, disre-
spect to the Minister by not providing that information.  

Mr. Speaker, to turn the water off at that Gov-
ernment project, I think with the Minister’s approval, 
because this becomes political.  

So, your technical people said, Now, we can-
not . . . let us check the Minister out first before we 
turn this water off. The Minister could not tell us how 
long the water has been turned off. I heard it was six 
weeks. But I do not want to go by hearsay. That is 
why I asked the question—I wanted facts. How long 
was that water turned off? I agree with the Minister—
talking about arrears. I think you would know, anybody 
on this side would know, when we were Government 
there was a lawyer in the AG’s chambers that was 
delegated to collect arrears. I do not think a very good 
job was being done because each year the arrears 
were increasing.  

I was concerned about that because if $150 
million is owed to you, you have got a cash flow 
shortage. You have got to borrow money at some rate 
in order to keep things going, while we are owed $150 
million. It makes no sense. I have said in this House 
before, you know, when you owe Uncle Sam money, 
you better pay it or you are in trouble! And I would 
urge— 
 
An Hon. Member: Now you are doing a Furbert. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I would urge . . . I am 
not doing a Furbert. I am doing a Derrick Burgess for 
the country. I would urge that the Government look at 
that. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 

BERMUDA REGIMENT—RETIREMENT 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Another thing, Minister 
Dunkley, we understand . . . and I know he would cor-
rect me, or get the information. In the Army, the man-
datory retirement is 55— 
 
An Hon. Member: From the Regiment. 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Army. Regiment.  
 
An Hon. Member: There is no Army in Bermuda. 
 

Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Okay, cousin. Regi-
ment, Bermuda Regiment. When they retire at 55, 
they are not eligible for pension like the police or the 
fire department. They have to wait till 60.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh, yes, I am, cousin. 
Take note of it. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Take note, this is a Mo-
tion to Adjourn and we can go those places. That is 
what we are here for, right? So I bring this up because 
as I said earlier, I know the Honourable Minister will 
get that information— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: If I am correct?  

I hope we will correct that because why 
should a soldier in the Regiment—who has to retire at 
55—have to wait until [age] 60 to get a pension. They 
are a chapter of the Government, What? GEHI. That 
is not right. We need to bring them in line with the po-
lice and the fire department, and whoever else in 
Government gets that benefit. I know he will bring that 
information, and I am sure he is so appreciative of me 
bringing this to him. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Learned Member from Sandys [South Central]. 

MP Kim Wilson, you have the floor. 
 

MINISTERS OF GOVERNMENT ACCEPTING 
TRAVEL GIFTS FROM PERSONS SEEKING TO DO 

BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I 
will be brief and I would not be speaking after the 
Leader as well, but I, too, had an engagement to at-
tend. 
 I do not know what has taken place during the 
last couple of hours while I slipped out for the gradua-
tion that I attended, however, I am less concerned 
with the fact that this G150 plane has been in Ber-
muda several times prior to this March meeting that 
we heard about today. I am less concerned that no 
civil servants or permanent secretaries attended these 
meetings where these discussions and expressions of 
interest—economic development discussions and 
gaming—were explored.  
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And I am quoting from the Honourable Pre-
mier’s Statement this morning. I am less concerned 
that despite those types of discussions and informa-
tion-sharing that no civil servants, who generally have 
a history of knowledge, an institutional knowledge with 
respect to, certainly the Ministry of Transport, were 
present. I am less concerned with the fact that the 
Honourable Attorney General felt the need to be in 
attendance at these meetings, if they were simply a 
fact-finding mission. I am less concerned that the 
Honourable Premier took his legal instructions from 
the Attorney General. I am less concerned that peo-
ple’s perceptions are their realities.  

However . . . oh, and I am also less con-
cerned with the fact that in this day and age of modern 
technology, and I appreciate it is very, very critical to 
have one-on-one meetings in person, however, in this 
day and age of modern technology with Skype and 
video conferencing and the like available both in the 
private sector and within the Government, that these 
such discussions and meetings—five-hour meetings, 
six-hour meetings, as we heard from the Premier—
took place— 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: —with 46 or 48 hours’ worth of 
travelling to DC for a five-hour meeting.  

I am less concerned about all that. What I am 
concerned about, though, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that 
the Ministerial Code of Conduct, dated April 2002 
(which we have already heard from the Honourable 
Premier has not been amended since, so that Code 
that I would like to refer to with your leave is the most 
recent and up-to-date Code) . . .  I am con-
cerned about the apparent misunderstanding of the 
terms that are contained in the Ministerial Code of 
Conduct as interpreted by the Learned Attorney Gen-
eral, as well as another Minister who is also very 
learned. But I am concerned about the apparent 
breaches of this Code, Mr. Speaker.  

We have already heard from the Honourable 
Premier that his Learned Attorney General did not 
inform him that the Ministerial Code contains a provi-
sion that says that Bermuda must adhere to conven-
tions which apply to the United Kingdom. We have 
already heard from the Honourable Premier that he 
was uninformed by the Learned Attorney General that 
the United Kingdom has been a signatory to the Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD) Convention on [Anti-]Bribery . . . Excuse 
me, let me get this right: bribery concerning public 
officials and international business transactions. I am 
less concerned about that. However, the Premier ad-
mitted this morning that his Learned Attorney General 
[from] whom he got counsel did not advise him about 
that. 

It is obviously clear from the read of section A 
concerning the Code (and I am speaking specifically 
to point (ix)) that the Honourable Premier, again, did 
not get proper legal advice from his Honourable Attor-
ney General insofar as the interpretation of this sec-
tion. And if I may, with your leave, “Ministers should 
avoid accepting any gifts or offers of hospitality” (I 
think that probably means hotels) “which might, or 
might reasonably appear to, compromise their judge-
ment or place them under any improper obligation.”  

Let me put a pin in that now because for no 
moment . . . and I want to be abundantly clear. I am 
not for a moment suggesting that the three individuals 
that flew over to Washington for the purpose of this 
information-gathering meeting concerning economic 
development, gaming expertise and interests, I am not 
suggesting for a moment that those three individuals 
would in any way fall into this category. So let me 
make that abundantly clear. I am not suggesting that 
at all.  

However, when I look at the Ministerial Code 
of Conduct, and I look at rule (xvii), page [5], and I am 
going to read this again with your leave, “Ministers 
should not accept any kind of favour from individuals 
who are in negotiations with, or seeking to enter into 
contractual or proprietary or pecuniary relations with 
the Government.”  

So let me break that down for a moment. Ne-
gotiations with or seeking to enter into. We have al-
ready heard from the Honourable Premier that he has 
indicated that these individuals were keen to express 
an interest in developing in Bermuda properties and 
that they were interested in sharing their gaming ex-
perience (I wonder where that is going to go), and 
there was further dialogue concerning economic de-
velopment.  
 I respectfully submit that that, from the admis-
sion from the Honourable Premier, is in fact what this 
section is geared against. Those are specifically nego-
tiations in aid of seeking to enter into a contract. Now, 
my learned friends here (well, none are here now) 
would know (not from the other side, excuse me) that 
in terms of a contract you have an offer and an accep-
tance in an attempt to create legal relations and con-
siderations. Prior to the contractual stage you have 
this dialogue, which some people call “negotiations” 
and some people call “expressing an interest”—
“dialogue,” et cetera. So from the admissions of the 
Honourable Premier this particular provision in the 
Code has clearly been breached. 

I am simply reading what the Code says and I 
am applying what the admission of the Premier is. My 
daughter in school, when they do their exams or writ-
ing papers, has to look at the facts, apply the evi-
dence to the facts. There is some kind of acronym for 
something that they do for writing their essays. If you 
apply that here, you look at the rule. The rule says 
specifically should not be accepting any kind of fa-
vours in the process of negotiations or seeking into a 
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contractual relationship. But we heard the Honourable 
Premier this morning in his written statement indicat-
ing that this is exactly what happened. Needless to 
say, that is one section that I am concerned about and 
I would suspect that that has been breached. 
 Mr. Speaker, in addition to that, I want to ad-
dress you on page [17], going further on the Code, 
and this deals specifically with the acceptance of gifts 
and services. It is a well-established and recognised 
rule. Oh, let me just pause for a moment, because 
what I am getting ready to read, which is contained in 
our Ministerial Code of Conduct, is actually also ad-
dressed in the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention which 
the UK is a signatory to, which the Honourable Pre-
mier admitted that he had not received advice from his 
legal counsel that Bermuda, according to the Ministe-
rial Code, is also supposed to adhere to the Conven-
tions, the International Conventions of the UK. But, 
again, I had mentioned earlier, I am less concerned 
about that. 

[Section] [19.1]:  “It is a well-established and 
recognised rule that no Minister or public servant 
should accept gifts, hospitality or services” (I presume 
services would include jet flights) “from anyone which 
would, or might appear to, place him under any obli-
gation.”  

Now I started these comments when I was 
looking at the Code saying I am not suggesting that 
the three of these individuals would ever put them-
selves in a position deliberately to be bought. That is 
not my suggestion. However, a perception is a reality. 
And what concerns me is the look that any other indi-
viduals who may be interested in coming to Bermuda 
to develop, may be interested in bringing gaming to 
Bermuda, may be interested in developing Bermuda 
properties (as was said by the Premier as the purpose 
of their meeting), anybody else that is sitting out there 
that may have those interests in Bermuda may feel a 
number of things.   

They may feel that they are behind the eight 
ball because they are not wining and dining and flying 
Members of the Cabinet, in particular the Premier, 
around to have these discussions on their private jets, 
these discussions and these expressions of interests. 
So they may feel that they are at a commercial disad-
vantage, and they may decide not to even enter into 
negotiations with Bermuda because of that. They may 
think the deal is already done. What does it do to our 
reputation internationally for it to be said that we have 
a high-ranking Ministerial appointed person, the Attor-
ney General of the country—a constitutionally ap-
pointed position I might add—and the Premier break-
ing the Ministerial Code and jaunting off to Washing-
ton, DC— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: This Member is mislead-
ing the House. If she wants to express an opinion, that 
is fine; but we have stated clearly that we did not 
break any Ministerial Code of Conduct. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
went to negotiate, and it was paid for. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: In my opinion, my interpretation 
of the Ministerial Code of Conduct speaks specifically 
to saying that no Minister or public servant should ac-
cept gifts, hospitality or services from anyone which 
would or might appear to place him under any obliga-
tions. In my opinion, the interpretation of this Code is 
quite clear and I suspect 30,000 people that are also 
listening would also agree with that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mrs. Kim N. Wilson: Or might appear to be—there is 
an appearance here and it could affect commercial 
negotiations with other companies that are interested 
in doing business in Bermuda; it could adversely af-
fect our reputation.  

Needless to say, let me go on. [Section] 19.2 
at page [17], again, in the Ministerial Code, “The deci-
sions” (now this part I find kind of interesting, and I am 
quoting this, it is not my quote) “The decisions 
whether to accept gifts or services are primarily mat-
ters which must be left to the good senses of the Min-
isters.”  

Well, in my opinion, I am not so sure that the 
exercise of the good senses of these Ministers was 
appropriate in these circumstances. Again, I appreci-
ate that the Learned Attorney General provided the 
legal advice to the Honourable Premier and that is a 
matter that he will have to deal with on his own. How-
ever, it does specifically speak to the acceptance of 
goods and services. I think when you read those two 
paragraphs together, and I am presuming that every 
Minister has had an opportunity to read this (and if 
they have not they should), it is speaking about the 
appearance as well as the acceptance of gifts and 
services. What is it going to look like? Use your good 
sense. In my opinion, I respectfully submit, Mr. 
Speaker, that did not happen here. 
 However, it also goes on to say that if Minis-
ters are in doubt or experiencing difficulty over the 
action of whether I should take this plane ride or not, 
whether I should go on the purse of this billionaire, 
who is unnamed, or not, it says that they should seek 
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the Premier’s guidance. Now with respect to the Pre-
mier (and he is not here), I appreciate that he did ac-
cept his legal advice from his Honourable Learned 
Attorney General. [Section 19.2], the rules which ap-
ply to the acceptance of goods from donors . . . I am 
sorry, and then it just goes on to speak about locally. 
 So, in closing, I have some concerns and my 
concerns principally are with respect to, in my opinion, 
the interpretation of the Ministerial Code of Conduct 
and the sections that have been broken by the Hon-
ourable Premier, my Honourable and Learned friend 
the Minister of Transport, on the advice of the Hon-
ourable Attorney General. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister for Cultural 
Affairs. Minister Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I 
know we are looking to get out of here, so I will be 
very brief. 
 After that long sermon, if you will, by the for-
mer AG (and now the Shadow AG), this is a question 
that just begs: Did she give that advice to her former 
Minister who sat here a couple of minutes ago and 
said that he went on a paid trip to negotiate?  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I did use the word “negoti-
ate” and I also said that I should not have used that 
word. I said I should not have used that word. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Point of order taken, and I do 
recognise that that was said three times if I recall— 
 
The Speaker: But he did say, in those three times, 
that he did not mean to say it. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I am laughing, but it is not so 
sad. It is like I am an arsonist, but I am going to get on 
you for kind of recklessly playing with a match. Like, 
come on, man. Come on. 
 I can fully appreciate the Opposition’s concern 
about this exploratory trip. I get it and all that. I fully 
understand the grey area the former Government 
functioned in all too frequently, if I may. But do not 
worry we are not going to follow your path. This coun-
try was left in a mess.  

I feel like a janitor. It is like every day we are 
just cleaning stuff up. I hear words like (and I think I 
wrote some of these down) . . . telling us not to act like 
Dr. Brown. Us? Really? Really? Come on, man. In the 
best interests of— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member—not “come on 
man.” 
 

Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Okay, fair enough. 
 
The Speaker: You are a Minister, so “Ministers”— 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: But this is, it is almost, you 
know if I can use an analogy . . . I wish I had one of 
those kind of Nerf bats, like Homey the Clown, and 
just bang it, Homey, don’t play dat! I mean, I just do 
not even know what to say here, this is amazing.  
 Comments like, you know, just in the best in-
terests of Bermuda and not individuals—please! Just 
blurring the lines of unethical and illegal—like, really? 
From that side? But that is cool. It just blows my mind. 
We talk about moving forward, we talk about doing 
things differently, but most of the conversation is the 
same old, same old that caused this mess. Again, it is 
like . . . I feel like a janitor. I am going to walk around 
with a broom and just kind of keep cleaning up the 
mess. 
 Do you really think people are that stupid? 
Because this is . . . you left this country bankrupt and 
then you want to preach. Seriously?  
 Mr. Speaker, I cannot even say anything. I am 
just shaking my head. Wow. For the life of me, I 
stopped coming up to this House a couple of years 
ago because I would listen to some of the nonsense 
that went on in here and just shook my head, like this 
is from the leadership of our country? We are up here 
to try to do things different and get things done. We 
are up here cleaning up a mess—a mess, that you 
left.  

We are sitting here trying to get jobs back and 
trying to get a couple of thousand jobs back. Yes, that 
is a big job because we are trying to get back half the 
jobs that you lost in half as much time. If we could pull 
that off, call us magicians as well. But we will do it. We 
will get it done because failure is not an option. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 The House is now adjourned to Friday the 7th 
of June at 10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 8:04 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 7 June 2013.] 
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Employment-job creation, 1154–1155 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1155 
Royal Gazette, Biased/Racist Reporting, 1154 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1084 
Decorum in House, 1154 
Employment-job creation, 1154–1155 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1155 
Royal Gazette, Biased/Racist Reporting, 1154 

Auxiliary Bicycles Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Aviation Policy Consultative Conference, See Statements by Ministers 

 
B 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1200 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Heritage Wharf, 1149–1150, 1151 
Kitchener Close-water turned off, 1150–1151 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1252–1258 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, 1148 
Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, 1151–1152 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1148–1149 

BermudaSat-1, 1186 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1088 
Heritage Wharf, 1149–1150, 1151 
Kitchener Close-water turned off, 1150–1151 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1190, 1252–1258 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, 1148 
Question Period 

BermudaSat-1, 1186 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1190 

Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, 1151–1152 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1148–1149 

Bermuda Hospitals Board Corporate and Clinical Governance Review, See Statements by Ministers 
Bermuda Maritime Museum Association Act 1978, See Petitions 
Bermuda Regiment-Retirement, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
BermudaSat-1, See Statements by Ministers 
Bills 

Auxiliary Bicycles Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 1206 

Companies Amendment Act 2013 
Second Reading 

Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 1207 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 1207–1208 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 1206–1207, 1208 

Committee, 1208–1209 
Report, 1209 
Third Reading, 1221 
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Bills (continued) 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013 

First Reading, 1090 
Second Reading 

Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 1215–1216 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1214–1215, 1218–1219 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1217 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 1216–1217 

Committee, 1219–1220 
Report, 1220 
Third Reading, 1221 

Human Rights Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 1090 

Parole Board Amendment Act 2013 
Second Reading 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1090–1091, 1092 
Wilson, Mrs. Kim N., 1091–1092 

Committee, 1092 
Report, 1092 
Third Reading, 1093 

Prisons Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 1090 
Second Reading 

Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1209–1210, 1212 
Jackson, Mrs. Susan E., 1212 
Lister, Hon. Terry E., 1211–1212 
Wilson, Ms. Kim, 1210–1211 

Committee, 1212–1213 
Report, 1214 
Third Reading, 1221 

Proceeds of Crime Amendment Act 2013 
First Reading, 1090 

Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Employment-job creation, 1139–1140 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1235–1238 

Aviation policy consultative conference, 1184, 1185 
BermudaSat-1, 1185, 1186 
Companies Amendment Act 2013, 1207 
Employment-job creation, 1139–1140 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013, 1215–1216 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1235–1238 
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament, 1073 
Question Period 

Aviation policy consultative conference, 1184, 1185 
BermudaSat-1, 1185, 1186 
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament, 1073 

Brown, Mr. Walton 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1084 
Select Committee on Elections, establishment of, 1090 

Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Bermuda Regiment-Retirement, 1261 
Health care costs, rise in, 1259 
Heritage Wharf, 1143–1146, 1259–1260 
Kitchener Close-water turned off, 1261 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1258–1259 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1142–1143 

Bermuda Regiment-Retirement, 1261 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1081–1082, 1197–1198 
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Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr. (continued) 
Health care costs, rise in, 1259 
Heritage Wharf, 1143–1146, 1188, 1189, 1259–1260 
Kitchener Close-water turned off, 1261 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, 1182, 1183 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1193, 1194, 1258–1259 
Question Period 

Heritage Wharf construction project, 1188, 1189 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, 1182, 1183 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1193, 1194 

Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1142–1143 
Burt, Mr. E. David 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Heritage Wharf, 1134 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1238–1242 
Moody's Downgrade, 1132 
Motor Car Amendment Act 2013, 1133–1134 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1132–1133 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1088–1089, 1199–1200 
Heritage Wharf, 1134 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1191, 1193, 1238–1242 
Moody's Downgrade, 1132 
Motor Car Amendment Act 2013, 1133–1134 
Question Period 

FACTA - UK and US Foreign Account Transaction Compliance Act Intergovernmental Model 2 
Negotiations, 1194 

Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1191, 1193 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1132–1133 

 
C 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Decorum in House, 1159–1160, 1161–1162 
Employment-job creation, 1160–1161 
Kitchener Close-water turned off, 1160 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1077–1078, 1198 
Decorum in House, 1159–1160, 1161–1162 
Employment-job creation, 1160–1161 
Kitchener Close-water turned off, 1160 
Travel to Washington, DC, by Hon. Premier, Minister of Tourism and Attorney General, 1205–1206 

Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment Summit (CHRIS), See Statements by Ministers 
CedarBridge Academy 2010 audited financial statements, See Statements by Ministers; Also see Papers and 

Communications to House 
Clinical and Corporate Governance Review for Bermuda Hospitals Board, take note of report, See Motions 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1233–1235 
Moody's Downgrade, 1140 
Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, 1140–1142 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1080–1081, 1203 
Heritage Wharf construction project, 1188 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1233–1235 
Moody's Downgrade, 1140 
Question Period 

Heritage Wharf construction project, 1188 
Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, 1140–1142 

Companies Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Confirmation of Minutes 

17 February 2013, 1163 
08, 11, 13, 15  March  2013, 1067 
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Confiscated Asset Fund financial statements 31 March 2008, See Papers and Communications to House 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches 

Atherden, Mrs. Jeanne J., 1084 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny), 1200 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 1088 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 1084 
Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr., 1081–1082, 1197–1198 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 1088–1089, 1199–1200 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 1077–1078, 1198 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 1080–1081, 1203 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches (continued) 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 1078–1079, 1202–1203 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S., 1087–1088 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1081, 1201–1202 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 1079 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 1078 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 1203–1204 
Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J., 1085–1086 
Lister, Hon. Terry E., 1082–1083, 1204 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 1197 
Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr., 1085 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 1076–1077, 1198–1199 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 1079–1080, 1200–1201 
Scott, Hon. Leah K., 1082, 1205 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 1084–1085, 1204 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 1076, 1199 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 1085 
Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole, 1083–1084 
Sousa, Mr. Jeff, 1076, 1201 
The Speaker, 1089 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1082 
Wilson, Mrs. Kim N., 1086–1087 

Corporate and Clinical Governance Review for BHB, See Papers and Communications to House 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013, See Papers and Communications to House 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013 Commencement Notice 2013, See Papers and Communications to 

House 
Credit Unions Appeal Tribunal Regulations 2013, See Papers and Communications to House 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Gaming legislation, 1249 
Gaming, referendum on, 1107 
Heritage Wharf, 1101–1107 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1246–1249 

Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment Summit (CHRIS), 1177–1178 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1078–1079, 1202–1203 
Gaming, 1107, 1249 
Heritage Wharf, 1101–1107 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1246–1249 
Sea Express Service - New Ferry, 1178–1179 
 

D-E 
Davis, Ms. Nandi 

Bermuda Maritime Museum Association Act 1978, 1163 
Decorum in House, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Employment-job creation, 1113–1114 
Heritage Wharf, 1110–1111 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1230–1233 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1111–1112 
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De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S. (continued) 
Adjournment, Motions thereon (continued) 

National Health Plan, 1114 
Port Royal Contract, 1112–1113 

BHB Corporate and Clinical Governance Review, 1074, 1075 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1087–1088 
Employment-job creation, 1113–1114 
Exercise Island Warrior 13 - Bermuda Regiment’s Overseas Camp 2013, 1195 
Heritage Wharf, 1110–1111 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1195, 1230–1233 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1111–1112 
National Health Plan, 1114 
Question Period 

BHB Corporate and Clinical Governance Review, 1074, 1075 
Exercise Island Warrior 13 - Bermuda Regiment’s Overseas Camp 2013, 1195 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1195 

DNDC Newsletter, See Papers and Communications to House 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Decorum in House, 1155–1156 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1156–1158 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1158–1159 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1081, 1201–1202 
DNDC Newsletter, 1069 
Decorum in House, 1155–1156 
Exercise Island Warrior 13 - Bermuda Regiment's Overseas Camp 2013, 1164–1165 
Guns, Gangs, Drugs and Violence, fight against,  update, 1070–1071 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013, 1214–1215, 1218–1219 
Hotels Concession (Fairmont Southampton) Order 2013, 1068 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1156–1158 
Parole Board Amendment Act 2013, 1090–1091, 1092 
Prisons Amendment Act 2013, 1209–1210, 1212 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1158–1159 
Westgate Correctional Facility-Breach of Security, 1165–1166 

Elections, establishment of select committee on, See Motions (Select Committee on . . . )  
Employment-job creation, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Exercise Island Warrior 13 - Bermuda Regiment's Overseas Camp 2013, See Statements by Ministers 

 
F 
FACTA - UK and US Foreign Account Transaction Compliance Act - Intergovernmental Model 2 Negotiations, 

update, See Statements by Ministers 
Ferry, Sea Express new service , See Statements by Ministers 
Fight Against Guns, Gangs, Drugs and Violence, update, See Statements by Ministers 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1079 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013, 1217 

Furbert, Hon. Wayne L. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Employment-job creation, 1124–1125 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1249–1252 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1125 
Ministry of Tourism, 1126–1128 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, 1122–1124 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1125–1126 

Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment Summit, 1180, 1181 
Companies Amendment Act 2013, 1207–1208 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1078 
Employment-job creation, 1124–1125 

 
 

Hansard Index—2013 Session  (May 2013 only) 7 



Furbert, Hon. Wayne L. (continued) 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1249–1252 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1125 
Ministry of Tourism, 1126–1128 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, 1122–1124 
Question Period 

Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment Summit, 1180, 1181 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1125–1126 

 
G 
Gaming  

legislation, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
referendum on, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant 
Aviation Policy Consultative Conference, 1172–1173 
BermudaSat-1, 1173–1174 
CedarBridge Academy 2010 audited financial statements, 1163, 1174–1175 
Companies Amendment Act 2013, 1206–1207, 1208 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1203–1204 

Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon, 

Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1114–1115 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, 1119 
National Health Plan, 1115–1118 
Port Royal Contract, 1118–1119 

Bermuda Hospitals Board Corporate and Clinical Governance Review, 1071–1072 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1085–1086 
Corporate and Clinical Governance Review for Bermuda Hospitals Board, 1069 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, 1114–1115 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, 1119 
National Health Plan, 1115–1118 
Port Royal Contract, 1118–1119 

Government Borrowing Sinking Fund Financial Statement year ending 31 March 2012, See Papers and 
Communications to House 

Government Reserve Fund Financial Statements year ending 31 March 2012, See Papers and Communications 
to House 

Guns, Gangs, Drugs and Violence, fight against update, See Statements by Ministers 
 

H-I 
Health care costs, rise in, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Heritage Wharf, See Adjournment, Motions thereon  

Also see Question Period 
Also see Statements by Ministers 

Hotels Concession (Fairmont Southampton) Order 2013, See Papers and Communications to House 
Human Rights Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011, See Statements by Ministers; Also see Papers and 

Communications to House 
 

J-K 
Jackson, Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Jackson, Mrs. Susan E. 

Prisons Amendment Act 2013, 1212 
Kitchener Close 

and Malabar and water situation, update, See Statements by Ministers 
water turned off, See Adjournment, Motions thereon; Also see Question Period 
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L 
Lister, Hon. Terry E. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Employment-job creation, 1120–1122 
Gaming legislation, 1245–1246 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1244–1245 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1082–1083, 1204 
Employment-job creation, 1120–1122 
Gaming legislation, 1245–1246 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1244–1245 
Prisons Amendment Act 2013, 1211–1212 
 

M-N 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, See Statements by Ministers 
Millennium, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Ministers and Members of Legislature Pension Fund financial statements year ended March 31, 2010, See 

Papers and Communications to House 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, See Adjournment, Motions thereon; Also see Question Period 
Ministry of Health and Seniors, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Ministry of Tourism, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Moody's Downgrade, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Heritage Wharf, 1136–1137 
Morgan’s Point, 1137–1138 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1197 
Heritage Wharf, 1136–1137, 1168–1171 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, 1167–1168 
Morgan’s Point, 1137–1138 
Outstanding Arrears, Addressing of, 1166–1167 

Morgan’s Point, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Motions 

Clinical and Corporate Governance Review for Bermuda Hospitals Board, take note of report 
Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr., 1206 

Select Committee on Elections, establishment of 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 1090 

Motor Car Amendment Act 2013, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Mrs. Louise Jackson - Hospitals Board, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
National Health Plan, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 

 
O 
Ombudsman for Bermuda’s Report on Clinical and Corporate Governance Review of Bermuda's Hospitals 

Board, See Announcements by the Speaker or Member presiding 
Ombudsman for Bermuda’s Special Report, update on UK Environment Charter, See Announcements by the 

Speaker or Member presiding 
Outstanding Arrears, Addressing of, See Statements by Ministers 

 
P 
Papers and Communications to House 

Bermuda Hospitals Board, Corporate and Clinical Governance Review for, 1069 
CedarBridge Academy Financial Statements year ended March 31, 2010, 1163 
Confiscated Asset Fund Financial Statements for year ending 31 March 2008, 1068 
Corporate and Clinical Governance Review for Bermuda Hospitals Board, 1069 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013, 1068 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013 Commencement Notice 2013, 1068 
Credit Unions Appeal Tribunal Regulations 2013, 1068 
DNDC Newsletter, 1069 
Government Borrowing Sinking Fund Financial Statement for year ending 31 March 2012, 1068 
Government Reserve Fund Financial Statements for year ending 31 March 2012, 1068 
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Papers and Communications to House (continued) 
Hotels Concession (Fairmont Southampton) Order 2013, 1068 
Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011, 1069 
Ministers and Members of Legislature Pension Fund financial Statements year ended March 31, 2010, 1068 
Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations 2013, 1163 

Parliamentary Questions, See Question Period 
Parole Board Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament, See Statements by Ministers 
Personal Explanations 

Travel to Washington, DC, by Hon. Premier, Minister of Tourism and Attorney General 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 1205–1206 

Petitions 
Bermuda Maritime Museum Association Act 1978 

Davis, Ms. Nandi, 1163 
Pettingill, Hon. Mark J. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Heritage Wharf, 1128 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1128–1131 

Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations 2013, See Papers and Communications to House 
Port Royal Contract, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Prisons Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 
Proceeds of Crime Amendment Act 2013, See Bills 

 
Q 
Question Period, Also see Statements by Ministers 

Aviation policy consultative conference 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 1184, 1185 

Bermuda Regiment’s Overseas Camp 2013, Exercise Island Warrior 13 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S., 1195 

BermudaSat-1 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 1186 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 1185, 1186 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 1187 

BHB Corporate and Clinical Governance Review 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S., 1074, 1075 

Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment Summit 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 1180, 1181 

Exercise Island Warrior 13 - Bermuda Regiment’s Overseas Camp 2013 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S., 1195 

FACTA - UK and US Foreign Account Transaction Compliance Act Intergovernmental Model 2 Negotiations  
Burt, Mr. E. David, 1194 

Heritage Wharf construction project 
Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr., 1183, 1188, 1189 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 1188 

Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 1072, 1073 

Kitchener Close water situation, See Malabar and Kitchener Close 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update 

Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr., 1182, 1183 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 1183 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 1181, 1184 

Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts 
Bean, Mr. Marc A. R., 1190 
Burgess, Mr. Derrick V., Sr., 1193, 1194 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 1191, 1193 
De Silva, Mr. Zane J. S., 1195 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 1194 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 1196 
Wilson, Ms. Kim, 1191, 1192, 1193 
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Question Period, Also see Statements by Ministers (continued) 
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament 

Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 1073 
Regiment's Overseas Camp 2013 

Scott, Hon. Michael J., 1182 
Sea Express-new ferry service 

Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 1189 
R 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob) 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1242–1244 

Confiscated Asset Fund Financial Statements year ending 31 March 2008, 1068 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013, 1068 
Credit Unions (Form) Regulations 2013 Commencement Notice 2013, 1068 
Credit Unions Appeal Tribunal Regulations 2013, 1068 
FACTA - UK and US Foreign Account Transaction Compliance Act - Intergovernmental Model 2 

Negotiations, update, 1175–1177 
Government Borrowing Sinking Fund financial statement year ending 31 March 2012, 1068 
Government Reserve Fund financial statements year ending 31 March 2012, 1068 
Ministers and Members of Legislature Pension Fund financial statements March 31, 2010, 1068, 1242–1244 

Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Employment-job creation, 1138–1139 
Clinical and Corporate Governance Review for Bermuda Hospitals Board, take note of report, 1206 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1085 
Employment-job creation, 1138–1139 

Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr. (continued) 
Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations 2013, 1163 
Special Development Orders, Adoption of Government protocol and procedures for, 1171–1172 

Roban, Mr. Walter H. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Heritage Wharf, 1093–1096 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1228–1230 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1076–1077, 1198–1199 
Heritage Wharf, 1093–1096 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, 1183 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1228–1230 

Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Moody's Downgrade, 1146–1147 
Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, 1147–1148 
Senior Abuse, 1146 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1079–1080, 1200–1201 
Moody's Downgrade, 1146–1147 
Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, 1147–1148 
Senior Abuse, 1146 

Royal Gazette - Racist Practices, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
 

S-T 
Scott, Hon. Leah K. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Decorum in House, 1154 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1082, 1205 
Decorum in House, 1154 

Scott, Hon. Michael J. 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Millennium, 1227–1228 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1222–1225 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1084–1085, 1204 
Firearms Amendment Act 2013, 1216–1217 
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Scott, Hon. Michael J. (continued) 
Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, 1181, 1184 
Millennium, 1227–1228 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1194, 1222–1225 
Question Period 

Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update, 1181, 1184 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1194 

Regiment's Overseas Camp 2013, 1182 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Decorum in House, 1135–1136 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1264 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1076, 1199 
Decorum in House, 1135–1136 
Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011, 1069, 1070 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1264 
Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament, 1069–1070 
Strategic Planning workshop and town hall meeting, 1179–1180 

Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence 
Adjournment, Motions thereon 

Heritage Wharf, 1096–1100 
Millennium, 1227–1228 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1225–1227 

BermudaSat-1, 1187 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1085 
Heritage Wharf, 1096–1100 
Millennium, 1227–1228 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1196, 1225–1227 
Question Period 

BermudaSat-1, 1187 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1196 
Sea Express-new ferry service, 1189 

Sea Express Service - New Ferry, See Statements by Ministers 
Select Committee on Elections, establishment of, See Motions 
Senior Abuse, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Seniors, Ministry of, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1083–1084 
Sousa, Mr. Jeff 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1076, 1201 
Speaker’s Rulings, See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 
Special Development Orders, Adoption of Government protocol and procedures, See Statements by Ministers 
St. George's Golf Club, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Statements by Ministers, Also see Question Period 

Adoption of Government protocol and procedures for Special Development Orders 
Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr., 1171 

Aviation Policy Consultative Conference 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 1172–1173 

Bermuda Hospitals Board Corporate and Clinical Governance Review 
Gordon-Pamplin, Mrs. Patricia J., 1071–1072 

Bermuda Regiment - Exercise Island Warrior 13, Overseas Camp 2013 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1164–1165 

BermudaSat-1 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 1173–1174 

Caribbean Hotel and Resort Investment Summit (CHRIS) 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 1177–1178 

CedarBridge Academy 2010 audited financial statements 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 1174–1175 

Exercise Island Warrior 13 - Bermuda Regiment's Overseas Camp 2013 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1164–1165 
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FACTA - UK and US Foreign Account Transaction Compliance Act - Intergovernmental Model 2 negotiations 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 1175–1177 

Ferry, Sea Express new service  
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 1178–1179 

Fight Against Guns, Gangs, Drugs and Violence, update 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1070–1071 

Guns, Gangs, Drugs and Violence, fight against update 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1070–1071 

Heritage Wharf construction project 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 1168–1171 

Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 1070 

Kitchener Close and Malabar water situation, update 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 1167–1168 

Malabar and Kitchener Close water situation, update 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 1167–1168 

Outstanding Arrears, Addressing of 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 1166–1167 

Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3 Tournament 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 1069–1070 

Sea Express Service - New Ferry 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 1178–1179 

Special Development Orders, Adoption of Government protocol and procedures for 
Richards, Hon. Sylvan D., Jr., 1171–1172 

Strategic Planning workshop and town hall meeting 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 1179–1180 

Westgate Correctional Facility-Breach of Security 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 1165–1166 

Strategic Planning workshop and town hall meeting, See Statements by Ministers 
 
U-V 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, See Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Unparliamentary language (“lied”), 1113 
 

W-Z 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Heritage Wharf, 1100–1101 
St. George's Golf Club, 1101 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1082 
Heritage Wharf, 1100–1101 
Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011, 1072, 1073 
Question Period 

Human Rights Commission Annual Reports 2010 and 2011, 1072, 1073 
St. George's Golf Club, 1101 

Westgate Correctional Facility-Breach of Security, See Statements by Ministers 
Westminster Houses of Parliament, visit, See Announcements by the Speaker or Member presiding 
Wilson, Mrs. Kim N. 

Adjournment, Motions thereon 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1261–1264 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1107–1110 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 1086–1087 
Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1191, 1192, 1193, 1261–1264 
Parole Board Amendment Act 2013, 1091–1092 
Prisons Amendment Act 2013, 1210–1211 
Question Period 

Ministers of Government accepting travel gifts, 1191, 1192, 1193 
Unauthorised disclosure of information from civil service to Opposition, 1107–1110 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dates of sittings: 17, 31 May 2013 
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