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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARDREPORT  
3 JULY 2015 

10:03 AM 
Sitting Number 24 of the 2014/15 Session 

 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, 
Speaker] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
15, 22 and 29 May; 5 June 2015 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 We have confirmation of the Minutes of May 
15th, 22nd, 29th and June 5th, which have all been sent 
out to Members. If there are no corrections, then 
those Minutes are confirmed. 
 Any objections or corrections? 
 There are none; the Minutes are confirmed for 
those dates.  
 
[Minutes of 15, 22, 29 May 2015, and 5 June 2015 
confirmed] 
 
The Speaker: The Minutes of June 12, 19 and 26 are 
deferred. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 

 
PAPERS AND OTHER  

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will first recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister of Health and Seniors. Minister 
Jeanne Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD (HOSPITAL FEES) 

REGULATIONS 2015 
 

Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: To His Honour the 
Speaker: I have the honour to attach and submit for 
the information of the Honourable House of Assembly 
the draft Regulations entitled Bermuda Hospitals 
Board (Hospital Fees) Regulations 2015, as made by 
the Bermuda Hospitals Board under the provisions of 
section 13 of the Bermuda Hospitals Board Act 1970, 
and with the approval of the Minister responsible for 
Health, Ms. J. J. Atherden, Minister of Health, Seniors 
and Environment. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister.  
 Any objections? 
 Those regulations will be laid. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Dr. Gibbons. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
  

AMERICA’S CUP CONCESSION (TEAM JAPAN) 
ORDER 2015 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I have 
the honour to attach and submit for the information of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the draft Order 
entitled America’s Cup Concession (Team Japan) Or-
der 2015, as made by the Minister responsible for the 
America’s Cup under the provisions of section 15 of 
the America’s Cup Act 2015. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Minister. 
 Any objections? 
 Thank you. The matter will be laid. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Junior Minister, S. D. Richards. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING (GENERAL DE-

VELOPMENT) AMENDMENT ORDER 2015 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I have the honour to 
attach and submit for the consideration of the Hon-
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ourable House of Assembly the draft Order entitled 
Development and Planning (General Development) 
Amendment Order 2015, as proposed to be made by 
the Minister responsible for Planning under the provi-
sions of section 15 of the Development and Planning 
Act 1974. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to that?  There are none. 

That will be laid. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Finance. Minister E. T. Richards, you have 
the floor. 
 

BERMUDA AIR TERMINAL (FEES) AMENDMENT 
(NO. 2) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
consideration of the Honourable House of Assembly 
the draft Regulations entitled Bermuda Air Terminal 
(Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, as pro-
posed to be made by the Minister responsible for Civil 
Aviation, under the provision of section 6(2)(k) of the 
Civil Airports Act 1949. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to that? 
 That matter will be laid. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Tourism and Transport. 
 

CIVIL AIRPORTS (AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE) 
ORDER 2015 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 
of Assembly the draft Order entitled Civil Airports 
(Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015, as proposed 
to be made by the Minister responsible for the control 
and management of air transport facilities, under the 
provisions of section 1(2) of the Civil Airports Act 
1949. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. That matter will be laid. 
 That completes Papers and Communications. 

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 

The Speaker: The Chair will first recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister for Tourism Development and Trans-
port. Minister Shawn Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 

RED ENSIGN GROUP (REG) ANNUAL CONFER-
ENCE 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to inform this Honourable House of the 2015 
Red Ensign Group Conference that was held at Grotto 
Bay Resort last week from the 22nd to the 25th of June. 
This annual conference was hosted by the Depart-
ment of Maritime Administration, and the preparatory 
work for the conference was started in June of 2014 
with the arrival of the Red Ensign Group, Millennium 
Bell, from Gibraltar, which hosted the last year’s con-
ference. 
 Mr. Speaker, the conference was attended by 
delegates from the United Kingdom, its Crown De-
pendencies and Overseas Territories, which include 
the Isle of Man, Guernsey, Jersey, Gibraltar, Anguilla, 
the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, the 
Falkland Islands, Montserrat and Turks and Caicos 
Islands. 
 Collectively, the previously mentioned jurisdic-
tions operate the prestigious British Shipping Registry, 
and the ships which are registered under the British 
Registry fly the British Red Ensign as the common 
flag of the group. However, the members of the group 
have the option of using their own national flag on 
their own ships, as an alternative to the Red Ensign, 
having received a warrant from the United Kingdom. 
 The Red Ensign is synonymous with the Brit-
ish nationality of the ships that fly it on the high seas, 
and it is well respected and recognised as a reputable 
flag, having a legacy of high-quality ships with excel-
lent safety standards. 
 Mr. Speaker, the conference is a forum de-
signed for the self-evaluation of the performance and 
progress of the British shipping registries as a group, 
over the past 12 months, and for deliberating and de-
veloping strategic policies and plans that would help 
develop the growth of the REG registries, while main-
taining high standards and meeting the expectations 
of the customers. 
 The 2015 REG conference started with face-
to-face bilateral meetings held between each of the 
member administrations and the delegation of the UK 
Government on the 22nd of June, ahead of the formal 
conference proceedings. These bilateral meetings 
provide opportunities for each member to discuss its 
own performance over the last year and also discuss 
any particular interest or subjects in confidence with 
the UK delegation. 
 The formal start of the conference was on 
Tuesday, the 23rd of June, at 10:00 am, with the open-
ing ceremony, which was held at the St. George’s 
Town Hall. In traditional Bermuda fashion, all the na-
tional and international delegates were dressed in the 
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unique Bermuda shorts and jacket attire for the open-
ing ceremony and the official photograph. I will state 
now, Mr. Speaker, that I did not have on Bermuda 
shorts. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The delegates were re-
ceived in the Town Square by the Town Crier, who 
guided them and the invited guests to the Town Hall. 
The Right [Worshipful] Mayor of St. George’s, Quinell 
Francis, welcomed the REG delegates to the Town 
Hall, and it was my pleasure to provide the opening 
remarks and declare the conference opened by ring-
ing the REG Millennium Bell. 
 Following the opening ceremony, a reception 
was held, with refreshments for the delegates and the 
invited guests. The working sessions started in ear-
nest at 11:00 am at Grotto Bay and continued as per 
agenda until the closing of the conference at 5:00 pm 
on Thursday, the 25th of June. 
 Mr. Speaker, the conference was co-chaired 
by Sir Alan Massey, the Chief Executive Officer of the 
UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency, and Captain 
Pat Nawaratne, the Chief Marine Surveyor of the 
Bermuda Maritime Administration. 
 The conference agenda contained a wide va-
riety of important topics such as Strategy and Interna-
tional Relations, Ship Registration that included IMO 
Instrument Implementation Code, Future IMO Audits, 
Maritime Security, Rescue of Maritime Migrants, Hy-
drography and Navigational Charts, Search and Res-
cue at Sea, Prevention of Marine Pollution, Marine 
Casualty Investigation, Seafarers Training and Quali-
fications, International Labour Organization [ILO] 
Conventions, Fishing Vessel Code, and Survey and 
Certification of ships. 
 There were also two guest speakers, who 
presented excellent up-to-date technical information 
on ship vetting and marine insurance. Mr. David Peel, 
a manager of the company, RightShip, provided an in-
depth analysis of safety-related data collected from 
ships around the globe; and Mr. Nicholas Taylor, the 
Senior Vice President of British Marine Insurance, 
spoke on the maritime insurance in general, the Nai-
robi Convention, Athens Convention and their effect 
on REG ships.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to acknowledge the 
Bermuda contingent that included Mr. Edward G. Rob-
inson, the Registrar of Shipping; Survey Manager Mr. 
Simon Hill; Senior Surveyors Mr. Taran Card (the 
Bermuda Office), Mr. Mike Barnett (the DMA UK Of-
fice) and Mr. Chris Boreham (the DMA UK Office). 
 The communication and secretarial services 
for the conference were provided by the department’s 
Quality Assurance Manager, Ms. Maggie Benn and 
their secretary, Ms. Savone Green. The Department 
of Communication and Information Services also ably 

assisted with the conference in providing printed ma-
terial and the photographic and media services. 
 Mr. Speaker, in addition to the conference 
proceedings, the DMA worked very closely with their 
Bermuda maritime industry partners in organising a 
number of social events to provide the opportunity for 
our Bermuda business partners and interests to meet 
with the REG delegates to develop relationships and 
networking opportunities. 
 I must also mention that the local shipping 
industry partners were very forthcoming and willing to 
contribute towards promoting the Shipping Registry 
and Bermuda in general as a high-end tourist destina-
tion. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to thank 
His Excellency the Governor for inviting the REG 
delegates and invited guests to Government House 
for a reception in the evening of 23rd, and I also would 
like to acknowledge and thank the industry partners 
for their participation. And they include Bermuda 
Business Development Agency, Conyers Dill and 
Pearman, Shoreline Managers Ltd., and Concordia 
Maritime (Bermuda) Ltd. 
 Mr. Speaker, the conference was truly a suc-
cess, and the delegates whom I had the opportunity to 
meet and speak with provided very complimentary 
remarks and comments on the organisation of the 
conference and social events, and they were very im-
pressed with the Island as a tourist destination. And 
some of them are already making plans to return with 
their families. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Tourism and Transport again for the next 
Statement. 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 

MOTOR CAR ACT—UPDATE ON PLANNED 
AMENDMENTS  

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to update this Honourable House on two im-
portant initiatives being introduced by the Ministry of 
Tourism Development and Transport. This includes 
plans to amend the Motor Car (Construction, Equip-
ment and Use) Regulations 1952 to ensure that the 
enabling legislation and accompanying regulations are 
aligned with the current policy as it relates to window 
tint on public service vehicles and, by extension, to 
private motor cars. The second item is the plan to al-
low the use of hands-free communication devices 
such as the very familiar Bluetooth technology. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Motor Car (Construction, 
Equipment and Use) Regulations 1952 make provi-
sion for the Minister in his discretion to exempt any 
class of motor car from complying with all or any of 
the requirements as it relates to window tint. 
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 Early last year, Cabinet approved a modified 
vehicle tint policy for public service vehicles as rec-
ommended by the Transport Control Department 
[TCD], and the policy change was proposed as a re-
sult of the long-standing custom and practice of the 
sitting Minister exercising his or her right to use dis-
cretion to approve or not approve a request for per-
mission to allow a window tint that is very close to the 
legal limit. 
 Mr. Speaker, in particular, ministerial discre-
tion was previously used to allow the importation of 
the Toyota Alphard motor taxi, for example, with the 
understanding that some of its windows were fitted 
with manufacturer’s tint that is actually a darker tint 
than permitted by the regulations. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government is doing all it 
can to facilitate commerce in Bermuda, and the deci-
sion to allow darker tint in public service vehicles 
demonstrates our support for some of our front-line 
Bermuda ambassadors, our taxi owners and opera-
tors. This decision has prompted this administration to 
embrace a greater tolerance and acceptance for 
slightly darker window tints on all motor cars. 
 It is generally understood and accepted that 
tinted windows in vehicles provide several benefits. 
The tint can: 

• reduce the ultraviolet light, heat and glare 
from the sun; 

• assist with the performance and efficiency of 
the air conditioning system; 

• reduce the amount of fuel required to operate 
the vehicle, thus having a knock-on benefit 
with our carbon footprint. 
 

 Mr. Speaker, it is now our intention to adopt 
and implement the recommendation and include pri-
vate motor cars in the proposed legislative amend-
ments to the provisions for visual transmission for light 
specifications in the Motor Car (Construction, Equip-
ment and Use) Regulations 1952. And, Mr. Speaker, 
as these will be negative resolutions, I thought it pru-
dent to bring a Ministerial Statement. 
 Mr. Speaker, the second amendment that will 
be forthcoming is one that will allow for motor cars to 
be outfitted with hands-free devices such as the very 
common Bluetooth technology. We have all seen the 
increase in the use of technology in our daily lives, 
and the hands-free technology has advanced to 
where functions that traditionally required the use of 
hands are now executed by voice. And this has 
proved to be very beneficial, particularly in the trans-
portation industry. 
 Mr. Speaker, this administration is extremely 
sensitive to the impact that road traffic collisions have 
on this community, and some of us may have been 
impacted directly by traffic collisions, and we are 
aware that the use of technology does contribute to 
some of these collisions. Although the empirical data 
are not yet there to categorically state that the use of 

communication devices while driving is contributing to 
more accidents, we do know that the majority of our 
accidents are the result of driver/operator inattention, 
and in many cases a handheld communication device 
could have played a role. 
 Mr. Speaker, again this administration has 
listened to the people of Bermuda, and it has been 
decided that the Motor Car (Construction, Equipment 
and Use) Regulations will also be amended to allow 
for qualified hands-free communication devices to be 
utilised in motor cars. 
 Mr. Speaker, our Ministry is also well aware 
that significant portions of the Motor Car Act are 
somewhat outdated. These planned amendments will 
address two of the areas that have been cause for 
concern, and they will move us closer to meeting the 
needs of the twenty-first century road user. And our 
Ministry will continue with further amendments that 
are deemed warranted and appropriate. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Economic Development. Minister Dr. 
Grant Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 

AMERICA’S CUP CONCESSION (TEAM JAPAN) 
ORDER 2015 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, a month ago, I advised this 
Honourable House that the Artemis Racing Team—
that is, the Swedish America’s Cup challenger—would 
relocate its operations to Bermuda along with 34 em-
ployees and 42 family members who will be joining 
them later this year. 
 Today, I am pleased to report that the Japa-
nese America’s Cup challenger, SoftBank Team Ja-
pan (or Team Japan), representing the Kansai Yacht 
Club of Japan, is also moving its operations to Ber-
muda and setting up its team base in the South Basin 
area of the Royal Naval Dockyard, along with other 
teams. 
 Team Japan will be relocating up to 40 staff 
members, with the first arriving by September of 2015. 
That number will grow as the team base and facilities 
become ready for operations later this year. Team 
Japan has indicated that it intends to hire Bermudians 
in a number of roles, including administration, finance 
and security, among others. 
 On June 5th, 2015, Team Japan applied for an 
America’s Cup Concession under section 14 of the 
America’s Cup Act 2015. Part 3 of that Act makes 
provision for the minister responsible for the America’s 
Cup to make an order subject to the negative resolu-
tion procedure, and requires certain considerations, 
including whether a concession or exemption applied 
for is in the best interest of Bermuda. 
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 Team Japan requested the same employ-
ment-related concessions approved for the America’s 
Cup Event Authority and its affiliate Team Oracle un-
der section 8 of the America’s Cup Act 2015. This 
concession includes relief from work permit fees as 
well as payroll tax. 
 Mr. Speaker, through its business operations 
and its staff’s day-to-day activities within our commu-
nity, it is anticipated that Team Japan’s presence in 
Bermuda will have a significant impact on our econ-
omy from September this year until the America’s Cup 
Finals in June of 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, in consideration of the likely 
benefit to the tourism industry, and Bermuda’s econ-
omy generally, Team Japan’s request for a conces-
sion order was approved and the America’s Cup Con-
cession (Team Japan) Order 2015 was created and 
has now been tabled in this Honourable House. It will 
come into operation upon being gazetted. 

Thank You, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 

The Speaker: We now move to the Question Period. 
  

WRITTEN ANSWERS 
 
The Speaker: The first questions were carried over 
from last week. Minister, the Honourable E. T. Rich-
ards, was to provide written responses to parliamen-
tary questions from the Honourable D. V. Burgess. 
The Honourable D. V. Burgess should have received 
them. 
 MP Burgess, have you received them?  

You have received them. Yes, thank you. 
  
QUESTION: LEGAL FEES PAID 1 APRIL 2013 TO 

31 MARCH 2014; AND 1 APRIL 2014 TO 31 MARCH 
2014 

 
1) Will the Honourable Minister please inform 

this Honourable House of the total amounts 
paid to law firms and/or lawyers, in legal fees; 
including the retainers and settlements for the 
periods April 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014, and 
April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015? 

 
The Speaker: The second matter was written re-
sponses to parliamentary questions from MP W. H. 
Roban. And those written responses were provided by 
the Honourable Premier. 
 MP Roban, have you received those re-
sponses? 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: No, Mr. Speaker, I have not 
received anything in writing as of yet. 
 
QUESTION: POLICE OFFICERS—EXTENDED PAID 

LEAVE FY 2013, 2014, 2015 
 

1) Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House the length of time 
each police officer has been on extended paid 
leave, including extended paid sick leave, dur-
ing the fiscal years ending 2013, 2014 and 
2015? 

 
2) Will the Honourable Minister please inform 

this Honourable House what are the reasons 
for those individual police officers who are out 
on extended sick leave; per the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement between the Bermuda 
Police Service and the Government of Ber-
muda? 

 
3) Will the Honourable Minister please inform 

this Honourable House when these police of-
ficers are expected to return to active duty? 

 
The Speaker: Right. They are here; they should be 
. . . Mr. Somner, would you make sure that the Hon-
ourable Member has his [responses]? Thank you. 
 We now move to the next series of questions. 
They are old questions. The Honourable Junior Minis-
ter, S. D. Richards, is to provide oral responses to 
parliamentary questions from MP R. P. Commissiong. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 21. MP Rolfe Commissiong, you have 
the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: EXPERTISE LIMITED—REVIEW OF 

DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE DEVELOP-
MENT’S CAREER DEVELOPMENT SECTION 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my first question to the Junior 
Minister is as follows: Will the Junior Minister please 
inform this Honourable House as to the total amount 
paid to Expertise Limited to conduct the review of the 
Department of Workforce Development’s Career De-
velopment Section? 
 
The Speaker: MP? Junior Minister, please answer. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The amount paid to Expertise to conduct a 
review of the Workforce Development Department’s 
Career Development Section consisted of $29,799 for 
development of policies and procedures and $20,000 
for implementation of the same. The total amount, 
therefore, equalled $49,799. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/Pq%20for%20D%20Burgess%20-%20July%203%202015.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/PQ%20from%20M%20Dunkley%20-%20July%203%202015.pdf
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 MP, yes, carry on. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just by say of supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, it is somewhat clever 
that it remains under the $50,000 threshold. 
 
The Speaker: Question, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: The question is, bearing in 
mind Mr. Soares’ antipathy towards the hopes and 
aspirations of Bermuda in terms of Bermudians, in 
terms of employment and occupations— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. Honourable 
Member! 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —why would they hire Ex-
pertise Limited in this regard? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Honourable Member, please, 
please. 
 MP. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
I did not hear the question. Can the Honourable 
Member repeat? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, if you were a little 
quiet, maybe you would hear it. 
 
The Speaker: Just give the question, please. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, I repeat: Con-
sidering— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, the question. The 
question, please. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: It is. It is the question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, would you not 
agree that, considering Mr. Soares’— 
 
The Speaker: Do not ask me to agree to anything that 
you are saying, Honourable Member. 
 

[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, just ask the ques-
tion that you have. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, would the 
Honourable Junior Minister agree that, considering the 
antipathy of Mr. Doug Soares, one of the principals of 
Expertise Limited, towards the hopes and aspirations 
of Bermudians, both in the employment and in terms 
of occupation aspirations, that it was [unwise] to hire 
his company in this regard? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: No, Mr. Speaker. But 
what I would say is that Expertise went through the 
mandated RFP [request for proposal] process. There 
were a number of companies that applied. Expertise 
was one. It was vetted, and Expertise was approved. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 Yes, you can sit down, Honourable Member. 
 Yes. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Supplementary question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Roban. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, perhaps the Min-
ister could clarify. Who made the decision that the 
extensive work that presumably has to be done to get 
this department more efficient, that it was only worth 
$50,000, that this work was of value? Who made that 
assessment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 As I said earlier, Expertise was selected after 
going through the RFP process. As to how much they 
were to be paid, I was not privy to those negotiations, 
so I cannot really answer that question. 
 However, it went through the normal RFP 
process. There was a selection committee. The Direc-
tor of Workforce Development was on that committee, 
in addition to others from the Department of Work-
force Development, and some others. And they de-
cided to award the contract to Expertise. They met all 
the criteria, and they were given the contract. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Roban, you have another supplementary? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Can the Honourable Minister 
perhaps provide us more clarity as to all the members 
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who were on this RFP selection committee? And did it 
go through the Procurement Office as well? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, it did go through 
the Procurement Office. And on the selection commit-
tee were Mr. George Outerbridge, the Director of 
Workforce Development; Ms. Nancy Booth, who is a 
business analyst; Mr. Martin Walsh, from E-
Government; and a Ms. Felicia Rickards, [Career De-
velopment] Manager of the Department of Workforce 
Development. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much. 
 The Chair will now recognise again the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Second supplemental. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, 
thank you.  
 Is the Junior Minister not aware that Mr. Doug 
Soares, the principal behind Expertise, infamously 
said in a 2013 speech, I believe, to the Lions Club, 
that being Bermudian is an undeserved privilege? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I seem to remember 
comments to that effect, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Second question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, it is Workforce Devel-
opment. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. MP Commis-
siong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: SUMMER EMPLOYMENT PRO-
GRAMME— EXPERTISE LIMITED REVIEW   

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: If I may. 
 Will the Junior Minister please inform this 
Honourable House as to the findings of the review of 
the Summer Employment Programme conducted by 
Expertise Limited? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Expertise examined the current structure of 
the Summer Employment Programme, also known as 
SEP, as well as the goals and objectives, which in-
cluded: 

• to provide participants with meaningful work 
experience, opportunities to enhance learning 
and personal and career development;  

• to provide exposure to valuable employment 
opportunities with the Government of Ber-
muda;  

• to provide opportunities to learn leadership 
and decision-making skills and encourage 
citizenship and community service; 

• to introduce participants to careers and work 
competency standards; and 

• to aid participants in the development of their 
career goals by connecting their summer work 
experience to their academic learning. 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. Let the Minister finish his 
question, finish answering the question. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Upon completion of the review, Expertise did 
not recommend any changes to the current SEP 
structure and agreed with the criteria for eligibility cur-
rently being used for the summer employment pro-
gramme. 
 The recommendations were more focused on 
the operational changes to other activities of the Ca-
reer Development Section, including client intake, ca-
reer development services, candidate referral and 
employer requests, and improving service levels be-
tween the Department of Immigration and Department 
of Financial Assistance. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP. Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong:  Mr. Speaker, I ask the Jun-
ior Minister, did not . . . Considering the response we 
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just received, did not mention services that apply to  
the same? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The decision was made 
to put out an RFP for a company to do this job. That is 
what happened. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary. MP Glenn 
Blakeney, from 13. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, and good morn-
ing, Mr. Speaker. 
 To the Honourable Minister, my supplemental 
is, with respect to this programme, is this what is also 
referred to as the Summer Intern Paid Programme, or 
Summer Paid Intern Programme? 
 
The Speaker: Thanks. 
 Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: To answer that ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker, I would be guessing. I am just going 
by the answers that were given to me. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. So then, maybe you need to get 
that information and be able to provide to the Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Sure. Yes. I can. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have another supplementary? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, second supplemental.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: But just to say that I found 
that inexcusable that he would not— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, the question, 
please. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —have that information. That 
is a basic piece of information. 
 
The Speaker: Question, question, question. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Could you also, since you do 
not have the answer to the former question, you 
probably will not have the answer to this question. So 
would you please undertake to get the answer to this 
question, which is, How many positions have been 
allocated, and on what basis? So will there be 100 
students in the queue with their criteria, or what? If 
you could explain it. 

 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: That is the third ques-
tion. He just asked the third question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Actually, the Honourable Member 
has a question, which is the third question. 
 

QUESTION 3: SUMMER EMPLOYMENT PRO-
GRAMME—NUMBER OF CLIENTS SECURING 

EMPLOYMENT 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, the third 
question to the Junior Minister: Will the Junior Minister 
please inform this Honourable House as to how many 
clients will be able to secure summer employment via 
the Department of Workforce Development this sum-
mer? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Summer Employ-
ment Programme is designed for Bermudian college 
students to connect theory to real work experiences 
primarily within the Bermuda Government, although 
there are occasions when individuals are placed in the 
private sector and non-profit organisations. 
 Workforce Development has an allocated 
budget of $600,000 for 120 college and university stu-
dents for a period of 10 weeks’ placement in their area 
of study for $500.00 per week. Presently, 90 students 
have been placed throughout government, private and 
non-profit sectors. The remaining 30 students are 
scheduled to be employed in the coming week.  
 The following departments have received stu-
dents, albeit this list is not fully representative of what 
these students are studying: the Accountant General 
Department; Cabinet Office; Court Services; Correc-
tions; Conservation Services; Child and Family Ser-
vices; the DPP Office; Public Works; Mechanic Engi-
neers; HQHR and Architects; BELCO; Ministry of 
Education, including several schools at preschool, 
middle and senior levels; Immigration; the General 
Post Office Account; Telecommunications; the Com-
missioner’s Office of PATI; Department of Health, 
Child Health; Department of Health, Maternity Health 
and Family Planning Clinic; Department of Health, 
Office of Chief Medical Officer; Department of Health, 
Community Rehabilitation; Department of Health, Oral 
Health; the National Sports Centre; the Women’s Re-
source Centre; Opportunity Workshop; Office of the 
Ombudsman; Workforce Development; Environmental 
Health; the Aquarium; Conservation Services; De-
partment of Human Resources; National Drug Control; 
the Woman’s Treatment Centre; Department of Statis-
tics; CITV; Bermuda Broadcasting; Archives; Tomor-
row’s Voices; MoonGate Insurance; Digicel; Magis-
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trate Court; Environmental Protection; and the Royal 
Gazette. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Yes, you have a supplementary? The Chair 
will recognise the Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 29, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, you said that the 
department was allocated $600,000 for 10 weeks for 
120 students, which is $500.00 per week. 
 My question is, at 40 hours a week, that is 
$12.50 an hour. At 37.5 hours per week, it is $13.33 
per hour. Will they be working any one of those two 
hours? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am sorry; I had a little 
interruption while I was trying to listen to the question.  
 
The Speaker: Would you mind repeating it, MP De 
Silva? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Yes. 
 You said that the department was allocated 
$600,000 for 120 students over 10 weeks. 
 If you divide that 10-week period by 37.5 
hours per week, it is $13.33 per hour. If you divide it 
by 40, it is $12.50 per hour. My question is, Will they 
be working any of those two allotment-hours per 
week? And if so, do you not think that is a little low? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
1Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: That Honourable 
Member is far more proficient in mathematics than I 
am. So, I will have to get back to him with an answer. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, my question to 
you is, the second question is, if they are being paid 

                                                      
1 See page 2578 

between $12.50 and $13.33 per hour, do you not think 
that is a little low? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I think in this environ-
ment, Mr. Speaker, if I was a college student coming 
back to Bermuda to work and I was making money, 
even if it is at the level that Honourable Member 
stated, I would be happy with that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I was happy with it when 
I was a student. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That was 30 years ago. 
 
An Hon. Member: That was 30 years ago. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, let us . . . Hon-
ourable Members! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Another supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Can the Junior Minister 
explain why, back in 2013/14 fiscal year, those stu-
dents who were employed in numbers 155 students 
. . . We have now seen that drop to 120 students pro-
jected for this year. And can you offer a reason why 
that has occurred? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I can speculate on why that might have oc-
curred. It might be because there are generally fewer 
Bermudian students going abroad. I could speculate. 
He asked a speculative question. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Right. Carry on. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Roban. 
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SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Honourable Junior Minister tell us 
how many students actually applied for positions, 
[compared] to how many were given? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I do not have that. I do not have that answer. 
However, 120 were allocated and budgeted for, and 
they are working now. And they are gaining experi-
ence, most of them, in their field of training, which I 
think is laudable. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I ask, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Honourable Junior Minister provide, make an under-
taking to provide that information to this House as to 
how many actually applied. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Ask him the question. Then you 
ask him the question to provide—ask him whether he 
will provide the information. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I just did that. 
 
The Speaker: No, no. You asked the question about 
how many. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: And I think that he did not give the an-
swer. So then you ask him now that he report the mat-
ter to the House. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That is what I thought I did, Mr. 
Speaker, but I will rephrase it. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, would the Hon-
ourable Minister undertake to provide that information 
to the House at a future date? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Yes, I will. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Supplementary, again, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Is the Junior Minister then 
saying that it is a matter of supply in terms of a 
smaller pool of students, rather than governmental 
cutbacks to this budget, that has resulted in the lower 
numbers for this summer, being higher for this sum-
mer, rather? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 That could be entirely possible. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 You have had your supplementaries. 
 Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 We now move to the Ministerial Statements. 
And the first Statement was by Minister Crockwell, 
with reference to the Red Ensign meetings. 
 And the Chair will first recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency 17. MP Walton 
Brown, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: RED ENSIGN GROUP (REG) AN-
NUAL CONFERENCE 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 
 Will the Honourable Minister answer the fol-
lowing, Mr. Speaker: At this meeting of the British 
Colony, did you discuss the issue, the liability issue for 
these vessels, given the increase in apparent refu-
gees and other folk in the Asian Pacific region? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I believe I touched on that in the Statement. 
That did come up in terms of the requirement of these 
ships to pick up individuals who may be on the waters 
as refugees. It was also discussed in terms of liability. 
The liability that was discussed was in reference to 
liability of passengers on these vessels in transit, par-
ticularly if that liability or that incident occurred while 
on the ship. But those issues were discussed during 
the conference. Whether or not there was any sub-
stantive resolution, I cannot say. 
  
The Speaker: All right. 
 MP, yes, supplementary. Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Supplementary. 
 Can the Minister confirm whether or not, if any 
refugees are picked up on these vessels, in particular 
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a Bermuda-registered vessel, whether there is a legal 
obligation to patriot those individuals to Bermuda? 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It is an interesting ques-
tion, which I cannot answer. But I can find out for the 
Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Walton Brown, you are fine? Okay. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 15. MP Roban, you have 
the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: RED ENSIGN GROUP (REG) AN-
NUAL CONFERENCE 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The question for the Honourable Minister in 
relation to the list of issues that were discussed: And I 
note seafarers’ training and qualifications was also 
discussed by the Red Ensign group. Can the Minister 
clarify if [there was any discussion about the] issues of 
the shortage of expertise in the industry and the chal-
lenges that the Red Ensign group has [having to find] 
qualified persons within members of the group to do 
the technical work that is required? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I cannot confirm whether 
or not that was actually discussed in that depth. I can 
state that we have had a challenge in recruiting sur-
veyors and the like in this particular industry. Whether 
or not that exists in all of the Overseas Territories and 
Dependencies, I do not know. It is certainly an issue 
that we have and that we have tried to address it to 
make recruitment much more productive for us. But I 
was not at the entire conference, so I cannot say ex-
actly all of the issues that were discussed. But it is an 
issue, particularly for the Bermuda Shipping Registry. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Roban. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Honourable Minister give us some 
information— 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, or is this a second 
question? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: This is my second question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: RED ENSIGN GROUP (REG) AN-
NUAL CONFERENCE 

 

Mr. Walter H. Roban: Can the Honourable Minister 
give us some information as to the persons within the 
Bermuda office who are being actively trained? And if 
there are people in the pipeline who are actually being 
trained in the expertise that we require, how many 
people are there? I am sorry. It is just one question. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I can say that, as I men-
tioned, there are individuals in the Bermuda office, 
and we have established, as the Honourable Member 
would know, an office in the United Kingdom as well, 
staffed with both locals and overseas individuals. We 
have identified additional individuals who are receiving 
training. I could not give a definitive number. 
 But we had to meet certain criteria from the 
UK audit. And I reported to this Honourable House, 
and maybe if I referred to those previous statements, I 
believe that I informed the Honourable House that we 
got a clean bill because we have addressed some of 
the staff shortage issues as they pertain to Bermuda. 
And I do know that we have made a concerted at-
tempt to identify Bermudians. 
 But let me make it clear that there is a dearth 
of Bermudians who are interested in this area, and I 
think, you know, in collaboration with Education and 
other Ministries, we need to make this industry more 
available to our students. There is interest in civil avia-
tion. We have seen young people getting involved in 
that much more these days. But we do not see the 
type of interest in maritime administration. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Roban. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: One more question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you do. Yes. 
 

QUESTION 3: RED ENSIGN GROUP (REG) AN-
NUAL CONFERENCE 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Does the Minister feel at this 
point that the plans that the Government has laid out 
for maritime administration, that they are on track for 
some of the goals and objectives that you have set to 
make this office more efficient and more internation-
ally competitive? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. As the 
Honourable Member would know, we have pledged to 
create a different structure to make it more like a 
quango. And that process has started. And, you know, 
hopefully, come Throne Speech, I can give an update 
on that. It is going to take some time, but they are 
working on that as we speak. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The next Statement by Minister Crockwell, 
and we have a question first from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24. MP Lawrence Scott. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, good morning, MP. 
 

QUESTION 1: MOTOR CAR ACT—UPDATE ON 
PLANNED AMENDMENTS  

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much. 
 I just wanted to ask the Minister, in regards to 
the tint on motor vehicles and the amendment to the 
Motor Car Act, is the Minister willing to include motor 
and auxiliary cycles, and the helmets, to the amend-
ments in regards to the tinted visors? Is he going to be 
willing to include that to the amendment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Maybe the Honourable 
Member can advise me. But I do not believe we pro-
hibited helmets with visors yet. So this is specifically 
. . . But just to address the question, these amend-
ments will be amendments to regulations. And they 
are specifically towards cars and most specific to the 
rear windows and rear windscreen. So it is going from 
30 per cent down to 24 per cent. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 MP Scott. Yes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Just for clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: With the visors playing a role 
in, I would say, gun violence, gun crime, there are 
those members of society who hide behind them, also 
making it difficult for the police and/or the [CCTV] 
cameras to pick up their faces for identification— 
 
The Speaker: Question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Is the Minister willing to take 
that into consideration and put the visors, the dark-
tinted visors, on the same 24 per cent regulation as he 
is the back windows of the cars? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I think we appreciate that 
issue. It has been an issue that has been around for a 
while whether or not we should bend them or reduce 
the darkness. That is not the objective of these 

Amendments. It is something that is an issue that we 
will continue to look at. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 All right. The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency number . . . Oh, you 
have another question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I did have a second question 
on Bluetooth, remember? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. You have three. You can 
have three. 
 

QUESTION 2: MOTOR CAR ACT—UPDATE ON 
PLANNED AMENDMENTS  

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. My second question 
is, Does the Minister have the support of the Road 
Safety Council in regards to the Bluetooth amend-
ment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The word “support” is an 
interesting word. There has been no objection put to 
me as it relates to the Bluetooth. I think it is under-
stood that vehicles are now coming in with this tech-
nology inside of the car. And so, we believe that it is a 
practical approach to take. Again, I want to be clear 
on this, that this will only impact cars, not auxiliary 
cycles or motorcycles. So, it will still be unlawful to 
have Bluetooth technology whilst riding a bike and 
engaging in conversation on a bike. We will be looking 
at that as we go forward. But this particular amend-
ment is only going to impact the driving of cars. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes. MP Wilson, you have a supplementary? 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, I do. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. Good morning. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Just for clarity, with respect to the 
Bluetooth in cars, would that relate specifically to just 
cars that are imported or the ones that you can pur-
chase down the street and utilise? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. I thank the Honour-
able and Learned Member for that question. 
 Any hands-free device, whether it is installed 
in the vehicle or whether it is something that you put in 
your ear, would be permissible. 
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The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the MP from con-
stituency 29. MP De Silva, you have a supplementary, 
obviously. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, are you aware that some helmets 
are imported with Bluetooth installed, you know, al-
ready installed? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am not aware of that 
technology. I am not saying it does not exist. And we 
would look at that, going forward. It is very [possible] 
that we come with amendments in that issue. But 
based on the data that we had and based on the 
prevalence of individuals using Bluetooth, there is still 
some discussion as to whether or not, you know, 
whilst operating a bike, having that type of distraction 
is more dangerous. But we will be looking at auxiliary 
cycles and motorcycles as we go forward. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18. MP Burt, you have a 
question? 
 

QUESTION 1: MOTOR CAR ACT—UPDATE ON 
PLANNED AMENDMENTS  

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, following up on the question 
from the Honourable Member from constituency 24 
with regard to the Road Safety Council, can the Minis-
ter please inform this Honourable House if the Road 
Safety Council expressed any concerns with this 
change to the regulations? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: As I said, Mr. Speaker, 
no concerns have come to me. The Honourable 
Member will be aware that technical officers will go 
out and do consultation with these bodies. The Road 
Safety Officer is actually inside of TCD [Transport 
Control Department], which is where my office is. This 
has been an issue that we have been discussing col-
lectively for some time. I am not saying that . . . I do 
not know. But nothing has come to me directly object-
ing to this particular amendment. Whether or not a 
concern was expressed verbally in a meeting, I cannot 
say. 
 But as I said in my Statement, the Ministry 
and the Government, we are concerned about road 
safety and collisions. An interesting statistic, Mr. 

Speaker, is that road collisions as a whole, they have 
gone down. What we have seen is we have seen an 
increase in serious collisions. But even if you looked 
at road fatalities, there has not been a substantial in-
crease in road fatalities for the last 20–30 years. We 
have averaged like 12 a year for some time. 
 But there have been no objections presented 
to me from the Road Safety Council on this. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18. MP Burt. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister may not 
be aware, but there have been objections raised by 
members of the Road Safety Council. So would the 
Honourable Minister undertake to go back to the Road 
Safety Council and understand what objections they 
may have, to ensure that we at least have the support 
of the organisation which is meant to promote road 
safety with these changes? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have con-
tinual dialogue with the Road Safety Council, particu-
larly the Chairman, who was appointed by the former 
administration, but happens to be my cousin. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But it is their job—it is 
their job to flag anything that may cause some form of 
inattention. And I think that it has been debatable for a 
long time that any form of cell phone use, whether it is 
via Bluetooth or otherwise, can be a distraction. But 
because of the way the technology has evolved, the 
Government and the Ministry have taken the position 
that we do not want to make it unlawful. 
 Mr. Speaker, when this issue was brought to 
the House by the former administration, there were a 
lot of other things that could cause inattention as well, 
like doing your makeup while you are driving, which 
many drivers do. I do not believe that we should out-
law everything. But as it relates to this technology, 
because of its advancement, we do not think that it 
should continue to be unlawful. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 MP Burt, your question. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
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 So, Mr. Speaker, from the Minister’s answer, 
he says that there are members of the Road Safety 
Council who— 
 
The Speaker: No. You have had two supplementar-
ies. Now you go to the questions. 
 

QUESTION 2: MOTOR CAR ACT—UPDATE ON 
PLANNED AMENDMENTS  

 
Mr. E. David Burt: I can go to my next question. That 
is fine. 
 But regarding the Minister’s answer previ-
ously, which he just gave . . . Question number two. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Regarding the Minister’s answer 
which he just gave, where he said that members of 
the Road Safety Council speak about the problems 
caused by any device and inattention, would he then 
concede that it is possible that there may not be the 
support for this in the Road Safety Council that he 
seems to suggest? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I never . . . I 
do not speak on behalf of the Road Safety Council. 
What I said was that there has been no objection pre-
sented to me as the Minister by the Road Safety 
Council on this Amendment. So my technical officers, 
who went out there and had the discussions, came 
back, and we made the decision that there is support 
to move in this direction. 
 And I think generally, in the public, they will 
support this amendment. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 There were no questions on the third State-
ment. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Mr. Speaker, with your 
indulgence, I have received answers to the questions 
that were asked on my question period. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Then if you can just . . . We have 
gone across that now. So what I would ask you to do 
is to have those [answers] given to the . . .  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: What is the time? Yes, we do have 
time. So, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 The answer to the question asked by the 
Member from constituency 29, MP De Silva: Summer 
students work 35 hours a week, excluding lunch 
hours. Therefore, the rate of pay is $14.28 per hour. 
 I just received the answer to the question 
asked by the Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 15, MP Roban. And I will just read what I got: 
196 students applied; 25 withdrew, as they secured 
opportunities in private sector programmes. There 
were 51 incomplete applications, or denied, having 
not met the criteria, which is a minimum GPA of 2.5, 
and you have to be enrolled full-time in college or uni-
versity. 
  The department corresponded extensively 
with individuals with incomplete applications or those 
not having met the criteria, to provide them an oppor-
tunity to complete or provide additional information 
indicating that they met the criteria. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member, for getting that information for the 
House. 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: We now move to congratulatory and/or 
obituary speeches. 
 The Chair will recognise first the Honourable 
Member from Warwick [West]. MP Jeff Sousa, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning to those in the House and those in the 
listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to ask the 
Honourable House to send congratulations to Ber-
mudian Taylor Rankin. This extraordinary entertainer 
is a true Bermudian gem. Last Saturday evening, 
along with MP Susan Jackson, I was very privileged to 
attend one of his performances, where he teamed up 
with Chewstick. I do know that the week before, the 
Minister of Community, Cultural Development and 
Sport attended one of his events at City Hall, and then 
there was a further event at the Aquarium. This event 
I attended, we started off at Chewstick, which is run 
by my cousin, Gavin Smith. And of course, it is not 
quite ready. It is on Front Street now. Many of you 
would have seen that. And then we followed Taylor to 
a location that nobody knew where it was. And it was 
up off Reid Street in a private courtyard. And it was 
truly amazing. You actually did not think you were in 
Bermuda. But you knew you were in Bermuda be-
cause of the love that was in the entire area. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also would like to congratulate 
some of the other entertainers, Bermudian entertain-
ers who were there on the evening—Joy T Barnham; 
Mike Hind, who just recently received Entertainer of 
the Year from Bermudian Magazine; Quinn Outer-
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bridge, who is an awesome young singer; Dwight 
Hart, a drummer; Derek Symonds, bass player; Keith 
Caisey, extraordinary drummer/musician; Yesha 
Townsend, a poet; and Adam’s Rev. This is not a 
complete list— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you have got to 
stop reading. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: I am just referring to my notes. 
 
The Speaker: Not completely reading, you know? I do 
not mind you referring to the notes, Honourable Mem-
ber. Refer to the notes, but do not . . . Yes. There is a 
difference between reading right through and referring 
to the notes. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Again, Mr. Speaker, events like this 
are what we want to support in Bermuda. This was a 
truly unbelievable event featuring predominantly Ber-
mudian entertainers. And I would like to see more of 
this in Bermuda as we rise up in the future. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Tourism, Minister Crockwell. 
  
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like a letter of condolence and recognition to go to the 
family of the late Carlyle Crockwell, known as Pee-
Wee Crockwell, and of course, a well-known referee. 
 
The Speaker: I knew him very well, Honourable 
Member. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I know he knew you very 
well, Mr. Speaker. I am sure he is probably one of the 
most well-known no-nonsense referees. 
 
The Speaker: That is right. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Because he loved to give 
a red card, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And knowing you, Mr. 
Speaker, I am sure you were the recipient of a few of 
those red cards. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But, you know, growing 
up, watching football, Mr. Speaker, and he is a cousin 
of mine. But I enjoyed football games that he would 
officiate. I have to admit that he had a penchant and a 
love for PHC [Pembroke Hamilton Club], particularly 
because his son was the goalkeeper for PHC. So 
every now and then, there might be a questionable 
penalty call, Mr. Speaker, but certainly, he will be well 
missed. As you know, he was such a renowned refe-
ree that he actually worked overseas for international 
competition, as well. And as part of the family, I would 
see him often. Despite his demeanour and his reputa-
tion on the football pitch, Mr. Speaker, he was a gen-
tle and very supportive man. And he was always en-
couraging to me. So, he will be missed. I would like to 
send condolences to his lovely wife and family. 
 Mr. Speaker, also, I would like a letter of con-
gratulations to go to Mr. Gil Tucker. Many individuals 
in the House—I associate the entire House—the for-
mer managing partner of Ernst and Young, Mr. 
Speaker, also recently the Chairman of Ernst and 
Young, and a key figure on Bermuda First. I had many 
opportunities to sit across from Mr. Tucker. He had a 
wealth of knowledge, clearly a man who is a great role 
model to all of Bermudians, but particularly the black 
community and black males, what we can achieve. He 
has a passion for Bermuda, particularly in tourism. He 
was always eager to provide his recommendations 
and his counsel as it related to the Tourism Ministry 
and the things that we could and should do. I know for 
years, he had been lobbied, I assume by both sides, 
to get into politics. And maybe now that he has retired, 
he may have time to provide a contribution in that 
way, as well. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 
. . . Excuse me. Sorry, Honourable Member. I did not 
realise that there was a Member on this side. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 21, MP Rolfe Commis-
siong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have got to . . . This is probably 
going to cause people to raise their eyebrows. But I 
think it is good that I do stand up and commend the 
following family business. Mr. Speaker, apparently, 
before there was H. A. and E Smith, where my 
grandmother used to work as a seamstress for over 
50 years, and before there was a Trimingham’s, ap-
parently there was a C.N.A. Butterfield that was 
founded in 1815, over two centuries ago. C.N.A. 
Butterfield, which is still around, as I am alluding, indi-
cating, was started by Nathaniel Butterfield, he of N. 
T. Butterfield, back in the 1850s. It is extraordinary. 
And so they are having their 200th anniversary as a 
Bermudian company. 
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 Apparently, in the 1920s, the bank went pub-
lic, which we now know as what was formerly N. T. 
Butterfield. And the insurance company stayed in the 
family. Now, I am in my late 50s now. I have never 
heard of this company. But they have been insurers, 
primarily insuring real estate and other related assets. 
And so, it is a great Bermudian story. It speaks to 
Bermudians and their entrepreneurial and business 
acumen. And it is no small achievement to keep a 
family business going for 200 years. Most of us who 
always knew the name N. T. Butterfield & Son, with 
respect to the iconic bank, now have a little bit more of 
a background story as to how it all evolved. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to just segue here to talk 
about . . . I want to talk about, there is a great story 
here in the Royal Gazette. A young man, Harry Mat-
thie, he is an educator. You know last week I spoke 
about the transformational changes that are taking 
place in terms of technology and how we need to pre-
pare ourselves and our young people to meet that 
challenge. Well, Mr. Matthie, he is going to be running 
a science for kids [programme]. He is going to be 
teaching them how to focus on and how to deal with 
what is called (if I may quote, Mr. Speaker) “the Ardu-
ino micro-controller, [which] can be programmed to 
control electronic devices such as drones and, ac-
cording to Mr Matthie,” (and I quote from the Royal 
Gazette) “anyone can learn to do it . . .” And it is going 
to be transmitting that knowledge to young kids. 
 And if you remember, I did encourage that to 
take place. It is not just the Government’s responsibil-
ity in this regard. We need non-governmental, we 
need private sector agents and we need individuals 
like himself, and earlier in the week we saw a story 
with Mr. Burchall on ZBM News, who is also conduct-
ing these types of tests to encourage more of our 
young people to embrace science and technology. So 
all hats off to Mr. Matthie, and I wish him all the best 
this summer. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister for Health and Seniors. Minister Atherden, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to rise to endorse the 
condolences sent to the family of Carlyle Crockwell. I 
did not know Carlyle as it relates to his soccer referee-
ing, even though I was aware that he did it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Soccer is just as good as football. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: And I played it. And I played it. 

 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: But, Mr. Speaker, what I 
think is important that this House be aware of, [is that] 
Mr. Crockwell was quite instrumental in lots of the 
persons [who were] the Bermuda ex-artillerymen, the 
persons who were ex-artillerymen, getting their recog-
nition for war vets’ pensions and war vets’ benefits, 
because it was due to his recordkeeping and his being 
able to go around and testify or attest that they were 
entitled to [and received] this benefit. So I think it is 
very important that we be aware that he just did not do 
something in the field of soccer or football, as you 
would say, but he actually helped lots of other people. 
 And for me, I knew him because he was a 
security guard at Bank of Bermuda, then HSBC. And if 
you ever went to the Church Street branch, he was 
always there to make sure that you were well taken 
care of. And he epitomised customer service as it re-
lates to getting out and making sure that people were 
taken care of. 
 I would like to also have congratulations sent 
to two groups that are involved in the NatWest Island 
Games. I know it is still going on, but I have to have a 
special recognition to my Director of Health, David 
Kendall, who achieved a silver medal, especially 
overcoming the loss of equipment. I must admit one 
day I was looking for something, and I said, Where is 
David? I need him right now. But knowing that he was 
out there representing his country and achieved the 
silver medal, I am very pleased. And I think we should 
send him congratulations. 
 Also, because I am a golfer at heart, even 
though I do not get a chance to play golf anymore 
(time does not seem to allow), I would like to also rec-
ognise that our golfers are out there making headway. 
And I would like to hope that they actually achieve a 
medal. 
 Last, but not least, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
have congratulations sent to the Hiscox group be-
cause of their Reef Watch. Last weekend, there was 
supposed to be the Reef Watch where lots of boats 
were going to go out and look at the reefs and identify 
what they had seen and compare it to the year before. 
The weather did not allow it to happen, but I knew it 
[will] be done in the next two weeks’ time. I know that 
the Premier and Dr. Gibbons would like to be associ-
ated with this. I must admit I have a soft spot as it re-
lates to this. I am not going to reef-watch, but my 
grandson is the designated hitter. So he will be out 
there. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I would like to have these 
congratulations and condolences sent on the House’s 
behalf. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
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 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 16. He was up first. MP 
Weeks. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thanks, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I would like to be associated 
with the remarks by the Honourable Member who just 
sat down about the NatWest Island Games. I too want 
to commend the Island Games team, Mr. Speaker. So 
far they have got a total of 10 medals. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: So far, according to today’s 
paper, it is 10 medals, or 14. But either way, I am here 
to commend them on behalf of this side and as the 
Shadow Minister of Sport. They are doing an excellent 
job. Just last night, Ms. Taahira Butterfield got her 
second gold medal. Dominique Mayho, another up-
and-coming athlete for Bermuda, got another gold 
medal. I do not want to miss anyone else, so I am not 
going to try to call them all off. But starting off the 
medal haul was Chris Estwanik. He won the half-
marathon starting off the games last Monday (I think it 
was). And he won the 10K last night. So our athletes, 
Mr. Speaker, are actually doing Bermuda proud. So it 
would have been remiss of me not to get up and con-
gratulate them on behalf of the whole House. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. The Chair will now recognise the 
Honourable Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I would like to 
acknowledge and send out a letter of congratulations 
to someone who, while what I am about to say fills my 
heart, I know it is not in comparison to how much it 
fills his father’s heart. And that is when a childhood 
friend of mine, Tommy Nisbett, was ordained on June 
the 28th at the Christ Church Cathedral in New Bruns-
wick. Mr. Speaker, Tommy, always a character, went 
into the business world. And I believe he always knew 
that he would follow one day in his father’s footsteps. 
Michael also is in the ministry, but not in the same 
religion as his father. So I know that when his father, 
Canon Nisbett, gave him the official ceremonial red 
sash, it was a moment that he will never forget, nei-
ther will his son forget. And I know that their mother is 
shining down on them with great pride. 

 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to mention that, 
hopefully, one day Tommy will find his way back to the 
shores of Bermuda and preach the good gospel to the 
Bermudians, to the people of Bermuda. 
 I would also like to recognise and send a letter 
of condolences to the family of Jim McKey. Now, Jim 
McKey I have known for far too many . . . I think the 
House would like to be [associated]. Jim McKey I 
have known for far too many years, that might label 
me and my age. I had the privilege of actually working 
with the gentleman, as he had on his journalism hat 
and often found himself as being the director at Ber-
muda Broadcasting Company when I was presenting 
the weather. 
 Mr. Speaker, we did not always see eye to 
eye, and I always felt that I was more well versed in 
what I was going to say. And sometimes, especially 
when there were storm systems, I would be found in 
his office saying, But you can’t say that. Mr. Speaker, 
he will be greatly missed by his family. He has 
[served] Bermuda well over many, many years of re-
porting our life, our stories and our history. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like, first of all, to be as-
sociated with the condolences to the family of Mr. 
Crockwell. 
 But I would also like to give some congratula-
tions today, first to the Bermuda Development 
Agency, for launching the 100 Women in Hedge 
Funds services that is taking place. This is the first 
time that it has taken place. And we think that it is a 
good move, and it deals with the financial services 
aspect. 
 I would also like to congratulate one of our top 
law firms in Bermuda, Conyers Dill & Pearman. I am 
not sure you are aware or Members are aware that 
they play a significant role in [aircraft] financing, par-
ticularly when it comes to leasing. And they handled 
probably one of the three largest deals in aviation this 
week. So I would like to congratulate them. 
 And finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate Mr. Greg Wojciechowski and the BSX [Ber-
muda Stock Exchange] for obtaining the first-ever 
China catastrophe bond. So, I think that is significant. 
As you know, Mr. Speaker, when we were in Govern-
ment, we travelled back and forward to China several 
times, at least two Ministers within the PLP Govern-
ment. And there were times when the Opposition at 
that time thought that we were doing the wrong thing. 
But this shows that there is business that can come 
out of China. And so, we believe that it is possible that 
we could have played an even more significant role in 
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getting more business out of China, if the Government 
would have continued to build their pushing-the-flesh, 
or I should say touching-the-flesh, and making sure 
business comes this way. So we would like to con-
gratulate those institutions for a job well done. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Education, Minister Scott. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Firstly, I would like to send condolences to the 
family of one of our Members here, Mr. Zane De Silva, 
on the passing of his father. And I would like to asso-
ciate, I would assume, the whole House with that one. 
 And I would like to be associated with the 
comments for the Island Games. But as a former cy-
clist, Mr. Speaker, who competed in a couple of those 
myself in Guernsey and in Rhodes, I would especially 
like to send just congratulations to our cycling team 
and our women, of course, Ms. Gabriella Arnold, who 
got a bronze medal in the Women’s Road Race. And 
the team, of course, got the silver in the team race 
associated with that, or the team points. And of 
course, the women also got a bronze in the team Cri-
terium racing. And certainly, with the performance of 
young, young Dominique Mayho, who pulled off a gold 
in the Criterium, and that is no small feat, Mr. 
Speaker. So, certainly, I would like to offer my con-
gratulations to them specifically, and to the rest of our 
athletes and teams who, as of right now, have 14 
medals, including six gold, it looks like. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to just offer a 
congratulations and a vote of thanks for the retirement 
of 37 educators that we have had from the Depart-
ment of Education. Certainly, when we have that 
many people and that much experience that are leav-
ing, it is going to cause some changes. And we are 
going to have to make some changes, and we are 
going to see some more changes come down the 
pike. And not all of these are Members who have ac-
cepted early retirement, but some who have retired in 
their own right (just for the correction of the Member 
from constituency 6). 
 And while I am onto congratulations, Mr. 
Speaker, just this week we had 14, I believe, of our 
young children receive gold awards at the Duke of 
Edinburgh programme, which continues to provide 
great opportunities for our young children. And this is 
a programme that has been going on for many years 
in Bermuda. And we have just seen a pilot programme 
in the middle schools, where we have taken the age 
down. We are going to see that in all of the middle 
schools, starting up in this September, which is a 
great thing for Bermuda. 
 And actually, this is being used as a model for 
the Duke of Edinburgh awards period. And the inter-

national programme is looking at the success of the 
pilot that we have got in Bermuda of instituting pro-
grammes even for younger children throughout the 
world. So, Bermuda continues to lead in a lot of these 
international awards. 
 And lastly, Mr. Speaker, of course, on Friday I 
was late coming to the House because I was attend-
ing, along with the Shadow Minister, the CedarBridge 
Academy graduation. And I would like to just offer a 
congratulatory note for all of our students— 
 
The Speaker: Associate yourself, because that was 
done. Associate yourself with that. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Then I associate myself, as 
well. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 5. MP D. V. Burgess, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like for this House to 
send condolences to the family of Mr. Tony De Silva. 
He is the stepfather of MP Zane De Silva. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Who? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Associate yourself. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh, I will associate 
myself. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I would also like to 
associate myself with the remarks concerning Mr. Car-
lyle “PeeWee” Crockwell. As you know, Mr. Crockwell 
was a good referee. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, there was a gen-
tleman who played for Somerset whom it seemed like 
Mr. Crockwell picked on. But the fellow was a very 
rough player, and Mr. Crockwell had to keep him in 
line. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And he did that very 
well. Yes. But also, there was a gentleman who came 
here with the international side. I do not recall his 
name. 
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The Speaker: It was Chelsea. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, played for Chel-
sea, and Mr. Crockwell booked him. So, Mr. Crockwell 
did not have any, any favourites. It was about football. 
It was about football. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to just follow 
where my colleague, the Honourable Mr. Weeks left 
off in congratulating Natasha Trott, who got a silver 
medal at the games. And Natasha is the daughter of 
Rodney Trott, who died recently. But she is a good 
runner, and we certainly want to congratulate and en-
courage her. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Economic Development. Dr. Grant Gib-
bons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 One of the problems of getting up a little more 
slowly than you should is you tend to be associated as 
opposed to sort of heading off on the lead. But I rise 
this morning to be associated with a number of the 
congratulations that have been given, particularly Gil 
Tucker on his retirement. I think a lot of Honourable 
Members will know that Gil has worked tirelessly be-
hind the scenes in a lot of different areas, promoting 
Bermuda and offering good judgment and advice on a 
number of issues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I used to ride the school bus 
with Gil Tucker. He is a little younger than me, so I am 
wondering what I have done wrong if he is retiring and 
I am not. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: While I am on my 
feet, I certainly would like to be associated with the 
congratulations to the C.N.A. Butterfield company, 
something that was started in 1815. That is quite ex-
traordinary that it has lasted 200 years. And I think, 
obviously, we need to recognise that. And I would like 
to be associated with the congratulations to Nathaniel 
Butterfield and that family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associ-
ated with the congratulations to the Bermuda Stock 
Exchange and others who are involved, Conyers, 
Bank of Butterfield, in the recent China—actually it 
was the Panda Re Ltd. cat bond. I think that is an im-
portant step. We have obviously had Chinese compa-
nies here over many years. But I think, for this one, 
the first insurance-linked security from China, a $50-
million earthquake-related bond, I think, is worth not-
ing because it probably means that others will follow 
in the footsteps, and more business. 

 Mr. Speaker, I think most Honourable Mem-
bers will be aware, in the last couple of years Ber-
muda has done extraordinarily well in both attracting, 
promoting and essentially having catastrophe bond 
and insurance-linked securities developed here. We 
are the world leader in this area right now. So I think 
having a Chinese cat bond is obviously an important 
step. 
 On a sad note, I would also like to be associ-
ated with the condolences to the family of the late Jim 
McKey. I think most Members up here probably had 
the pleasure of being interviewed by Jim over many 
years. He was certainly a gentleman, and I think was 
always . . . You know when Jim was interviewing you 
(and I probably should not say this), but it was usually 
a fairly easy interview. He was gracious in terms of 
how he approached the question. And I think certainly 
he will be missed. 
 And finally, I would like to be associated with 
the condolences to the family of MP Zane De Silva on 
the passing of his father, Tony De Silva, or “Captain 
Cross,” I guess is the nickname. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition. MP Marc Bean, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, good morning. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I too would like to be associ-
ated with the condolences provided for MP Zane De 
Silva’s stepfather, Tony De Silva, and Mr. Jim McKey, 
who I certainly could recall was certainly a very good 
journalist, and he had a very good spirit. And I think 
both sides of the aisle were able to work in harmony 
and unison with Mr. McKey. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like the House to 
wish a happy birthday today to one of our young in-
terns in Parliament, Mr. Ian Simmons, the son of 
Myron and Kathy Simmons. I do not know how old he 
went , but I just know it is his birthday. And so, I would 
like, on behalf of the Progressive Labour Party, to 
wish him a happy birthday and many more—the whole 
House, the whole House. My apologies. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also would like to send well 
wishes to Bermuda’s under-19 national cricket team, 
who will be starting the Royal Cup Qualifiers this Sun-
day at Somerset Cricket Club. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to associate the whole House. I would like to en-
courage members of the public to come out and sup-
port this team. It has been ably led by Delray Rawlins, 
who as a debutant in last year’s Cup Match, as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, was a half-centurion and a wicket-
taker and is currently honing his craft in Surrey County 
in the UK. And likewise, there are other very good 
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players that make up the team, inclusive of Alex Dore 
and a few others. And I really feel that if they can put 
the three components of betting, fielding and bowling 
together with that fourth component of local support, 
they have the opportunity to qualify and go to Bangla-
desh next year, Mr. Speaker, which I am sure would 
make all of us proud. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Community, Cultural Development and 
Sport. Minister Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences to both PeeWee Crockwell’s 
family and those to Jim McKey. I actually had the 
privilege yesterday of attending the service, the home-
going for Jim McKey. And what was interesting was 
life after journalism. I think that every politician, Mr. 
Speaker, their biggest fear is knowing that you have 
had an interview and that your comments are going to 
be misconstrued. And I found that Jim McKey was 
always very fair and very honest with his reporting. 
And I appreciated it. 
 But where I found a lot of interaction with him 
was as he stood on the sidewalk outside of Red Car-
pet, which happened to be his favourite haunt. And, 
Mr. Speaker, what was interesting yesterday at his 
service, his daughter was saying that while he was in 
the hospital, he had a hankering for lobster ravioli. 
And she had to go to Pickled Onion to get the lobster 
ravioli to take it to him while he was in the hospital so 
he was able to have that little bit of extra pleasure. 
 Mr. Speaker, as Minister responsible for 
Sport, I would just like to associate myself with all of 
those comments and remarks in congratulations that 
have been offered to our team over in the Island 
Games. And once the games are completed, I will 
certainly ensure that there is a defined list of all of the 
successful participants that can be put in the annals of 
this Honourable House so that we have a permanent 
record of each and every one of their accomplish-
ments. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to congratulate 
Bermuda’s own Dexter Smith, who has been elevated 
very . . . And I think the whole House is asking to be 
associated, especially Honourable Member Kenneth 
Bascome, who has taken the opportunity to interact 
very personally on this. But Dexter Smith has been 
able to gain the position of editor of our daily. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Sorry? It was 
done last week. Okay. I was unaware that it was done 
last week. 
 
The Speaker: I do not remember it. I do not remem-
ber it being done last week, no. Carry on, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I would like for 
this Honourable House to express our heartiest con-
gratulations to Dexter Smith in a role that he has been 
able to attain that has been absolutely well deserved, 
Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would also ask that congratula-
tions be sent to the Bermuda Lawn and Tennis Asso-
ciation, as they were able to host, this past week, the 
ITF Foundation Tennis Tournament, which culminated 
last week, Saturday, in the victory by young Stefan 
Koenigsfest of Bolivia in the under-18 male depart-
ment. We this year, Mr. Speaker, had very few Ber-
mudians in this tournament. And I think that the stan-
dard and the quality of play was indicative of the 
heights to which we must strive, as our young people 
playing tennis, in order to reach that pinnacle. And I 
would like to congratulate the BLTA for a job very well 
done. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 35. MP Dennis Lister, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning first to be as-
sociated with a couple of the earlier remarks that have 
been already expressed. And I mainly, Mr. Speaker, 
refer to the condolences to the De Silva family on the 
passing of our colleague’s stepfather. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associ-
ated with the remarks that have been expressed to 
the family of the referee, Carlyle Crockwell. Mr. 
Speaker, as a Somerset youngster growing up and 
watching the fellow standing up there smiling at me in 
his play-day, I can surely say that he and Mr. Crock-
well had many exchanges during the day. And Mr. 
Crockwell may have been the shorter one of the two, 
but I think that he got the better of him because he 
held the important card in his hand, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Exactly! 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: And I am sure you can recall 
many of those occasions. But surely, he will always be 
remembered for the contribution that he gave to sport 
in this country, to football in particular. 
 And also, just in general, Mr. Speaker, I can 
remember my early days in politics, Mr. Crockwell was 
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one who always stopped and had very positive and 
encouraging words. Really right up to the end is the 
last time I had a chance to speak with him one day, 
walking on the street here in town. Same thing, Mr. 
Speaker, he stopped. He was encouraging. He was 
talking about the affairs of Bermuda and where he 
saw what suggested change is needed, et cetera. But 
that was the type of person I always found him to be. 
So, my condolences go out to his family, Mr. Speaker. 
I am sure they will sorely miss his presence. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst on my feet, I would like to 
have the House join me in sending out a couple of 
congratulations. The Minister of Education on his feet 
acknowledged that a few of the educators will be retir-
ing, have retired at the end of this school year. And, 
Mr. Speaker, I just want to name a couple who are 
from the West End. Both, Mr. Speaker, have given, I 
think, 33 years of service to the education in this 
country, one male, one female. I will do the female 
first, Mr. Speaker. And I think of Ms. Sandra Smith, 
who has retired as the principal of West End School, 
where as I said, she has spent some 33 years in our 
education system. She has taught at West Pembroke, 
Somerset Primary and finished her teaching career at 
West End, having served as the principal, I think dep-
uty principal and then principal for the last five years. 
She now goes home to retire with her husband, who 
was a former educator, as well; he retired a couple of 
years ago, Mr. Stan Smith. So I wish her well in her 
retirement years. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Jay Tucker. And my 
colleague, Mr. Michael Scott, asked to be associated 
with these remarks, as well, and Ms. Kim Wilson. 
Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to single out another 
one of these fellow teachers from the West End, and 
that is Mr. Jay Tucker. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Jay Tucker 
also has given 33 years. Yes, he is a young man. He 
is taking part in the early retirement package that the 
Minister spoke of. But Jay has also retired at the end 
of the school year. He has given 33 years of service. I 
think he has taught almost up and down, from Victor 
Scott to Paget, West Pembroke, Somerset Primary, 
and he finished at Dalton E. Tucker, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, you know that Jay was also a very active 
sportsman in his day, having played for the Trojans. 
He grew up in the SCC [Somerset Cricket Club]. He is 
very active in his church now, and I just wish him and 
his family well in his retirement, Mr. Speaker, as the 
clock is ticking along. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Yes, thank you, Honour-
able Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, Susan Jackson. You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: I would like to be associated 
with congratulatory remarks to Taylor Rankin, who is a 
violinist, and also Chewstick and the talented artists 
who are committed to that foundation. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, associate yourself. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Yes. I did associate myself; 
thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: We have spoken an awful 
lot about athletics this morning. And I do not want us 
to ever forget the musicians and the level of creative 
innovation that is taking place on this Island. Certainly, 
Taylor Rankin led a performance over the past couple 
of weeks that has really demonstrated the kind of 
uniqueness that the musicians and artists are evolving 
into in Bermuda. And they certainly need to be recog-
nised for their efforts.  
 Not only did I attend a concert of more than 
200 people, by far, in an undisclosed location that was 
just absolutely amazing, right here in Hamilton, but 
then also travelled down to Tobacco Bay on a Sun-
day, where Taylor Rankin gave another concert for 
free on the roof of the Tobacco Bay concession, at 
sunset. So, I mean, the fact that we could have con-
certs that are so complementary to the environment in 
which we live, and [to have] the level of creativity 
which I will say time and time again of the artists on 
this Island, that certainly they have an advocate in me. 
I will do all that I can do to support them. And it is not 
just the violinists and the poets and the musicians, but 
all of the dancers that we have on this Island in many 
of the schools. I am just very proud of the performers 
that we have. 
 And I have all confidence that this community 
will continue to support them, allow them to grow and 
give them the space that they need so that they can 
be as creative as possible. And they have an opportu-
nity to really blow us away, and many of our tourists 
just will be completely enthralled by their innovation. 
So I praise them highly. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18, MP Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, this morning I would 
like to ask that the House send congratulations and 
recognise a young Bermudian by the name of Djair 
Parfitt-Williams. Mr. Parfitt-Williams is a young Ber-
mudian who made his senior team debut yesterday 
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afternoon for the mighty West Ham United Football 
Club to a sold-out crowd last evening at the Boleyn 
Ground for the final season at Upton Park. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Though he has spent much of his 
adolescence in the United States, he is a Bermudian, 
and his family, friends and all of Bermuda should be 
proud. He made it to West End by way of . . . He was 
found by Mr. Clyde Best, a legend at West Ham in his 
own right, and he signed his first professional contract 
with West Ham last month.  
 What is most notable, I would say, Mr. 
Speaker, is that last night, Mr. Parfitt-Williams also 
became the first Bermudian to play in the Europa 
League because West Ham was in the Europa 
League, and they played last night. So I think that his 
making his senior team debut for a premiership side, 
and one of the largest and most historic clubs in Eng-
land, is an accomplishment that I am sure all the 
House. . . And I would like to certainly associate Mr. 
MP Michael Weeks. I will associate the entire House 
with the congratulations and best wishes, especially 
as he plays for none other than West Ham United 
Football Club. 

Thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. Thank you. 
 Any other? Yes, the Chair will now recognise 
the Honourable Premier. Premier Dunkley, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning to colleagues and Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Condolences and con-
gratulations already been sent. 
 And on a brighter note, I would like to recog-
nise our colleague, Minister Gibbons, for his birthday 
today. I think it is his 50th birthday, Mr. Speaker. But I 
wish him many happy returns. I am sure he enjoys 
spending his birthday in the House of Assembly today. 
It is a birthday I will never forget because he is also 
born on the same day as my daughter. So, Minister 
Gibbons, many happy returns. Enjoy your birthday, 
and where is the cake? 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Are there any other Members who would care 
to speak? 
 There are none. Thank you. 
  

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are no matters of privilege.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS  
 
The Speaker: We have one personal explanation, 
which I have allowed. And the Chair will recognise the 
Honourable Minister for Community, Cultural Devel-
opment and Sport. Minister Gordon-Pamplin, yes. 
 

HIGH RISK PROGRAMME—BERMUDIANS EN-
ROLLED IN (CORRECTION) 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning on behalf of 
the Honourable Junior Minister Nandi Outerbridge, 
offering a personal explanation to correct 1information 
that was shared in this Honourable House respecting 
the High Risk Programme. Inadvertently, the Honour-
able Member aggregated the number of clients in the 
programme over the last five years without recognis-
ing that there were some of the same clients year over 
year. Hence, the number of 477 was highly over-
stated. 
 I have now confirmed that the maximum num-
ber of clients who were included in the High Risk Pro-
gramme was 32, and that that is the number that ex-
isted at the integration of the programme at March 31, 
2015. The numbers stated over five years, as men-
tioned before, combined the behaviourally challenged 
children, as well as those who were in the High Risk 
Programme.  

The Honourable Member has asked to ex-
press her regret for the confusion that the misstate-
ment has caused. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: We now move to notices of motions. 
There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTON OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Minister of Finance. 

                                                      
1 See Official Hansard Report, June 2015 page 2395 
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FIRST READINGS 
 

GOVERNMENT FEES (SPECIAL WAIVER) ACT 
2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I hereby introduce and read for 
the first time by its title a Bill entitled the Government 
Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015. I ask that the Bill be 
set down on the Order Paper for the next day of meet-
ing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 The Bill will be  placed on the Order Paper. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Tourism Development and Transport. Min-
ister Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 

CASINO GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I hereby introduce and read for the first time 
by its title a Bill entitled the Casino Gaming Amend-
ment Act 2015, and I ask that the said Bill be set down 
on the Order Paper for the next day of meeting. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
  Thank you, Learned Member. 
 There are no further Bills. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: No notices of motions. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We now move to Orders of the Day. 
 And under the first Order of the Day, Order 
No. 1, I will recognise first the Honourable and 
Learned Member from constituency 31.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Order No. 1 for the 
consideration of the Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) 
Amendment Regulations 2015 be withdrawn and dis-
charged from the Order Paper. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 No, there are none. 
 Orders No. 2 and 3 are carried over. 
 So, we now move to Order No. 4, which is the 
Second Reading of the Proceeds of Crime (Asset Re-
tention) Amendment Act 2015, and it should be in the 
name of the Attorney General and Minister of Legal 

Affairs, the Learned Member, Trevor Moniz. You have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that the Bill entitled the Proceeds of 
Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015 be now 
read the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Please carry on, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME (ASSET RETENTION) 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged, Mr. Speaker. I 
have shared the brief with my opposite Member , the 
Honourable and Learned Michael Scott. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government wishes that this 
Honourable House give consideration to the Bill enti-
tled the Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) 
Amendment Act 2015. The Bill amends the Proceeds 
of Crime Act 1997, known as POCA, to clarify the as-
set retention powers of the Minister under the Act. At 
present, the Government of Bermuda may enter into 
asset confiscation proceedings of the proceeds of 
crime in Bermuda at the request of overseas jurisdic-
tions, including the United States of America, where a 
request is made by a foreign jurisdiction to forfeit 
funds located in a local financial institution, and that 
request is registered as an external confiscation order, 
or recovery order, with the Supreme Court. Those 
funds in their entirety are sent directly to that jurisdic-
tion. The jurisdiction then remits payment to the Ber-
muda Government at its discretion as to any amount 
and as to the time of that remittance. 
 Mr. Speaker, these amendments allow the 
Government to retain 50 per cent of the value of the 
confiscated property or the proceeds of sale of such 
property, or such other percentage as the Minister 
considers appropriate, following asset forfeiture pro-
ceedings for external confiscation orders or external 
recovery orders registered in the Supreme Court. This 
would, in turn, be remitted to the Confiscated Assets 
Fund. And, that is to be noted, these funds do not go 
into the Consolidate Fund. They go into the Confis-
cated Assets Fund. 
 The advantages over the status quo are two-
fold, Mr. Speaker. In the first instance, these changes 
will allow Bermuda, and not the requesting jurisdiction, 
to determine the proportion of the confiscated property 
of proceeds that we retain. Secondly, they will also 
afford us the timeliness of securing Bermuda’s inter-
ests at the outset, as opposed to being at the mercy of 
another jurisdiction’s often considerably lengthy inter-
nal processes, which can take years. 
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 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry has only become 
aware of the need to plug this lacuna, this gap, in our 
legislation through the conduct of recent asset confis-
cation proceedings. The proposed legislation is keen 
to ensure that Bermuda remains within the terms of 
Article 17(3) of the treaty between the Government of 
Bermuda and the Government of the United States 
relating to mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, 
which states as follows (and I quote): “The Party that 
has custody over proceeds or instrumentalities of of-
fenses shall dispose of them in accordance with its 
laws. Either Party may transfer all or part of such as-
sets, or the proceeds of their sale, to the other Party, 
to the extent permitted by the transferring Party’s laws 
and upon such terms as it deems appropriate.”  
 In addition, Mr. Speaker, the consequential 
amendments are proposed to POCA to provide for the 
payment of money into and out of the Confiscated 
Assets Fund with respect to external confiscation or-
ders and external recovery orders. It is anticipated, 
Mr. Speaker, that given the benefits cited, the pro-
posed legislation will achieve the support of this Hon-
ourable House. It is further anticipated that Honour-
able Members will support the Government’s effort to 
strengthen our legislative machinery in relation to mu-
tual legal assistance and to more effectively appre-
hend the proceeds of crime. This, in turn, will more 
effectively safeguard Bermuda’s reputation as a pre-
eminent offshore jurisdiction in which to do business 
and, correspondingly, secure our interest in such mat-
ters. 
 With these introductory remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
I look forward to debate and to further comments from 
my honourable colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Attorney General. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 36. MP Mi-
chael Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am happy to advise this Hon-
ourable House that the Proceeds of Crime amend-
ments just presented by the Learned Attorney General 
also enjoy the support of the Opposition.  
 The aims and objectives, which are to simplify 
and clarify the whole process, are very clear, giving 
the House and our authorities the capacity to assess 
that 50 per cent of any proceeds of crime can be 
quickly assessed as the amount that we would like to 
retain for the Confiscated Assets Fund. 
 This whole regime of proceeds of crime I wish 
were capable of attracting even more assets and pro-
ceeds of crime. But I recognise that the parent Act of 
2009 must confine itself to crime which is drug traffick-
ing. But interestingly, it also allows for related of-
fenses, which can include any kinds of criminal of-
fenses which trigger proceeds being confiscated. I 
know that whenever these opportunities arise as a 

result of criminal behaviour by persons in this country, 
the cash or the money can be considerable. More im-
portantly, the former administration, the Progressive 
Labour Party, who will have promoted the first POCA 
Act, we were always interested in using the proceeds 
of crime for [funding] drug rehabilitation, drug reduc-
tion policies and programmes. And so, these are the 
real benefits and values of confiscating assets, confis-
cating property and the proceeds of property, the sub-
ject of crime. 
 I would like to think that the Government will 
look into ensuring that the use of the funds—and I do 
not know whether it contains a balance right now or 
whether it has been deployed—but the use of the 
funds continue to fight the battle to reduce the amount 
of drug use, drug abuse in our country. Because I 
cannot think of a . . . The entire scheme and intent of 
proceeds of crime being rechannelled back into reduc-
tion strategies seems right. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the Learned 
Attorney General for removing this extraordinary cur-
rent state of play, whereby the assets had to go, for 
example, to the United States, wait for them to, again, 
through their bureaucracy, send any amount back to 
us. So, that is an important aim of the amendments 
today. And they seem completely commendable and 
sensible that we rationalise our statutory framework 
so that that is avoided and that it is made more effi-
cient. 
 So, with those supportive remarks, I indicate 
our support for the Proceeds of Crime (Asset Reten-
tion) Amendment Act of 2015. 

Thanks. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 34. MP Kim 
Wilson, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely, yes. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Notwithstanding the comments of support that 
were just indicated by my learned and honourable 
colleague, the MP from constituency 36, I guess the 
one question that I would have with respect to this, or 
the one concern, recognising that the United States 
wished for our legislation . . . or the policy behind this 
with respect to the United States wishing for a per-
centage to be indicated in our legislation, why the 
Government is content with allowing only 50 per cent 
of the proceeds of crime to be deposited into the Con-
fiscated Assets Fund, as opposed to 100 per cent.  

We all have indicated previously that the 
money that has been utilised for illicit drugs and other 
criminal activity would be best suited to be deposited 
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into an account that helps to service the community 
insofar as drug awareness and other types of . . . In 
other words, the persons who are most likely affected 
by illicit drugs and the criminal activity associated to 
drugs should be the same beneficiaries of the particu-
lar proceeds of crime. 
 We saw a couple of years ago that the legisla-
tion was amended by the Government to broaden that 
scope insofar as where those monies would be ap-
plied to. And I am just curious what the rationale was 
for the Government to now say that only 50 per cent 
of all proceeds of crime is going to be deposited into, 
effectively, an account that will help those persons 
who are most vulnerable and who are the victims of 
such crime, for the other 50 per cent to be going into 
the Consolidated Fund, and if the Government would 
consider perhaps allowing all of the money that has 
been confiscated from proceeds of crime to go into a 
fund so that all of those monies can be utilised to help 
persons who are most affected by illicit activities and 
criminal activities. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable and 
Learned Member. 
 Would any other Member care to speak? 
 Then the Chair will revert back to the mover of 
the Bill, the Learned Attorney General. You have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I thank both of my honourable and learned 
colleagues in the Opposition for their comments on 
the Bill. 
 With respect to these funds, just to make it 
clear, they are kept not in the Consolidated Fund, but 
in the Confiscated Assets Fund. And that fund is con-
trolled by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal 
Affairs, together with the Finance Minister. So, both 
signatures are needed in order for any funds to be 
moved from that account. 
 There is a balance at the moment. And we 
expect to see an announcement shortly with respect 
to some of the funds from those. And what this Gov-
ernment have been doing is taking a portion of those 
monies out and putting them towards Cash Back for 
Communities, exactly what is being suggested by the 
Opposition. So, we have done that in the past; we will 
continue to do that in the future. And shortly, there will 
be an announcement in that regard. 
 With respect to the funds, the situation is that 
this is a situation where we have received the request 
from another jurisdiction. So, obviously, there are two 
situations. We might be requesting assistance for 
funds in the US from the United States of America 
Government, or they might be requesting help from 
us. If they request help from us, the funds are here. 
Now, in the vast majority of cases that I have seen, 
the funds are not used for any illegal activity in our 

community. They are not drug funds. The ones I have 
seen are alleged to be the result of corruption of 
somebody somewhere else. It just happens that they 
are held in an account in Bermuda. So they are not 
normally funding illegal activity in this Island, when the 
request is received from a foreign government. 
 Generally, the 50/50 rule is a rule that applies. 
Remember, whatever rule you apply is going to be 
applied against you, so you have got to be careful 
there. And the tendency is to use the 50 per cent. 
Members may recall some years ago when we had 
the IPOC case, that those funds ended up coming 
through Bermuda. They got out of Bermuda and went 
down south. And we helped with the resolution of that 
matter, and 50 per cent of those funds came back to 
Bermuda. So, that was the normal arrangement that is 
held. 
 Now, just to make it clear, in this Bill, the 
50 per cent is the sort of guideline. But it goes on to 
say, or any other amount that we consider appropri-
ate. So, you know, should we consider that more than 
50 per cent is justified, then we will fight for that. We 
built in some latitude into the Bill. So we are not al-
ways stuck with the 50 per cent. So you might get a 
situation where less, for example, is appropriate. Or 
you might get a situation where you strongly feel that 
more is appropriate. And if so, you would fight for that 
case. 
 Let me just make sure I covered all those 
points. Yes, I think I have covered all of that. I would 
move that the Bill be now committed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber.  
 It has been moved that the Bill be committed. 
Any objections to that? 
 There are none. So I will ask that the Deputy 
Speaker please take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 

House in Committee at 12:01 pm 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME (ASSET RETENTION) 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole [House] for further consideration of the 
Bill entitled Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) 
Amendment Act 2015. 
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move clauses 1 through 3 of the Bill. 
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The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be moved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections; agreed to. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged. 
 Clause 1 is self-explanatory. 
 Clause 2 amends the principal Act by adding 
section 54A to clarify that the Minister, where an ex-
ternal confiscation order or an external recovery order 
has been registered in the Supreme Court, has discre-
tion to direct that 50 per cent, or such other percent-
age as the Minister considers appropriate, of the con-
fiscated property (or of the proceeds of sale of the 
confiscated property) be retained in the Confiscated 
Assets Fund. 
 Clause 3 amends section 55A(2) and (3) of 
the principal Act to mandate that (a) assets (or their 
proceeds of sale) are to be deposited into the Confis-
cated Assets Fund; and (b) that the Minister and the 
Minister of Finance may authorise payments to be 
made out of the fund in relation to an external confis-
cation order or an external recovery order. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 3? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36, Shadow Attorney General, the Honour-
able Michael J. Scott. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 With some latitude from yourself, Madam 
Chairman, my question arises out of the principal de-
bate when the Learned Attorney indicated that there 
are occasions when Bermuda must make a request 
to, say, the US. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes.  
 What is the frequency of these kinds of re-
quests and the amounts, that we can have in our re-
cent memory, of the proceeds? If that is available, and 
it may not be. I apologise if the question takes my 
friend by surprise. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 This is a developing area. I think there was a 
distribution of funds from the Confiscated Assets Fund 
in the last fiscal year. So I am not sure; I am guessing, 
but there was an amount approaching $1 million at 
that time. At this time, there is an amount approaching 
about $800,000. Presently, there is an amount out-
standing, which is just under $3 million. So that is the 

amount that we are hoping that we will be able to di-
vide 50/50, so we will be getting another $1.2–1.3 mil-
lion in there shortly. 
 There are other cases out there where there 
are much larger amounts floating around. But these 
cases tend to develop in a very complicated fashion 
when large amounts of money are involved. I am not 
at liberty to go into it on the floor of the House, but 
when large amounts of money are involved, of course, 
people lawyer-up, and some countries are not always 
as cooperative as they might be. Some jurisdictions 
are more difficult for us, it can be because of language 
problems or cultural differences or bureaucratic differ-
ences.  
 With respect to the United States, you know, 
obviously you are dealing with a much larger jurisdic-
tion than we are. So they have a certain amount of 
power from that. But at least, the guidelines we re-
ceive from them are clear. But even then, there can 
be difficulties of communication when you are dealing 
with smaller parts of the United States, which some-
times the conditions of the treaty, the Mutual Legal 
Assistance Treaty, et cetera, are not always clear.  
 So what we are trying to do in the future is to 
apply more focused resources in this area so we can 
bring in larger funds. And then a good portion of that 
will go, as you suggested, towards Cash Back for 
Communities, go towards where it is needed most to 
assist people in Bermuda who can be disadvantaged 
by crime here in the Island. 
 I do not know if that satisfies the Member. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 3? 
 There are no other Members. Attorney Gen-
eral. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: So, I would move clauses 1 
through 3 of the Bill. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 3 be approved as printed. 
 Any objection to that motion? 
 No objections; agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 3 passed.] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 I move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections; agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 I move that the Bill be reported to the House 
as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
approved and reported to the House, as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections; agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: The Proceeds of Crime (Asset Reten-
tion) Amendment Act 2015 was considered by a 
Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 12:07 pm 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME (ASSET RETENTION) 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, the Second 
Reading [and Committee stage] of the Bill entitled the 
Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 
2015, in the name of the Learned Attorney General, 
has been approved. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 So we now move on to . . . Orders No. 5, 6, 7 
and 8 are carried over. And we move now to Order 
No. 9. It is in the name of the Honourable Junior Min-
ister. Junior Minister Sylvan Richards, you have the 
floor. 
 

MOTION 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that the House do now take under 
consideration the following motion: That this Honour-
able House take note of the report entitled National 
Training Board Annual Report 2013/14. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any objections to that? 
 Please carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
NATIONAL TRAINING BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 

2013/14—TAKE NOTE 
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Mr. Speaker and Hon-
ourable Members of the House, I am pleased to rise 
today to introduce the National Training Board Annual 
Report 2013/14. 
 In accordance with section 11(1) of the Na-
tional Training Board Act 1997, “The Board shall, 
within three months after the end of each financial 

year forward to the Minister a report on the activities 
of the Board during that financial year and on the 
Board’s policy and programme for future years.”  

You will undoubtedly note that this annual re-
port is a year late, and for that we apologise. Some of 
the causes for the belated presentation are the lack of 
experience of the vendor in producing such a report, 
attrition within the department, and scheduling chal-
lenges for photos and interviews. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware that the Minister of Home Affairs tasked the 
National Training Board to develop and implement a 
National Training Plan. The development of a National 
Training Plan is a significant first step towards improv-
ing workforce planning in Bermuda in all occupations 
in sectors that contribute to the country’s economic 
stability. The plan also provides a common framework 
for discussions with industry on future workforce num-
bers. The current employment outlook continues on a 
downward trend, although there are signs of an up-
swing in some industry sectors today. 
 One of the challenges the board faced in pre-
paring the plan is the fact that there was a lack of a 
single, comprehensive data source for the numbers 
and types of professionals employed or underem-
ployed in Bermuda. Similarly, there is no one-stop 
shop that stores information on numbers and types of 
professions by category that need to be filled currently 
or in the future. Having access to this kind of informa-
tion will ensure that the department can achieve better 
results by aligning employment opportunities with 
training initiatives. This is not to suggest that the de-
partment has not been successful with implementing 
training programmes, but there should be a direct cor-
relation with training and employment to reduce the 
negative results in the workforce today. 
 Bermuda must become more self-sufficient by 
utilising its current resources and up-scaling Bermudi-
ans wherever possible. It is imperative to develop new 
talent at an earlier phase in the education cycle to 
support the premise of self-sufficiency. 
 Some of the reasons for the economic 
changes, such as perceived growing skill gaps, in-
creased cost of doing business, trending technological 
changes, and expanding globalisation were high-
lighted and discussed in the plan to allow readers to 
understand how these variables impact the workforce. 
 Mr. Speaker, some of the other highlights of 
the National Training Board Annual Report 2013/14 
are as follows: 

• successfully completed the renovations of the 
old Magistrate’s Court building at 23 Parlia-
ment Street, Hamilton. This move, over time, 
will save the Government rental expenses es-
timated at $500,000 for the first year;  

• the Bermuda Job Board, phase one, was 
launched in November 2013. The activity on 
this website is expected to provide further de-
tails on the workforce situation in Bermuda. All 
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restructuring activities were completed during 
this period, which included job description 
changes, organisation reporting alterations, 
and updating internal databases to promote 
the ability to measure and illustrate the per-
formance story of the department; 

• new policies and procedures were created 
and implemented; 

• approximately 473 labour disputes were re-
solved. 
 

 There were 1,700 unemployed persons regis-
tered on the Job Board database for this period, and a 
total of 2,500 persons attended the department for 
career development services. The training section 
continued to offer programmes and funding to ap-
proximately 735 persons within this fiscal period.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Summer Employment Pro-
gramme continues to be a success. This is a 10-week 
programme for college or university students to gain 
job experience that aligns with their coursework. A 
stipend of $5,000 is awarded to each student upon 
successful completion of the programme. Over 100 
students participated during this period. They are en-
rolled in local and overseas post-secondary pro-
grammes with concentration in the following areas: 
business, health, science, human services, informa-
tion technology, mechanical engineering, motor vehi-
cle mechanics, television and film production, arts, 
and communication. 
 Information about the students is captured in 
a database so that interested industry partners can 
request individuals from a pool of potential entry-level 
candidates. Another aspect of the programme is a 
mandatory community service project. The essence of 
the project changes from year to year. It is meant to 
encourage students to give back to their community at 
a cost of their time and energy. Other employment 
levels were significantly down. The department was 
successful in facilitating job placements for approxi-
mately 259 Bermudians. Approximately 100 of these 
jobs stem from the summer student programme. Mr. 
Speaker, the annual report amply showcases a num-
ber of success stories as a testament to the return on 
investment. Let us begin with Ms. Denika Outerbridge, 
a 22-year-old Bermudian who seized an opportunity to 
work on the Norwegian Gem as a restaurant steward. 
Her hard work and dedication resulted in a promotion 
to assistant waiter only weeks after her joining. She is 
so grateful for the experience, explaining that (and I 
quote), “I came without any experience in my position 
and now I am leaving with plenty.” Ms. Outerbridge 
returned home briefly, and from our last information, is 
currently working on the Norwegian Sky.  
 Ms. Allanette Hayward graduated with her 
Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering from 
Coventry University in the UK. Despite having to cope 
with certain personal pressures, she persevered to 
enjoy the experience of learning in a fast-paced envi-

ronment that placed huge emphasis on teamwork and 
collaboration. She was exposed to construction pro-
jects where she participated in practical problem-
solving exercises. A series of laboratory assignments 
added to the excitement of learning. A scholarship 
award was a joint initiative with the Department of 
Workforce Development and the Construction Asso-
ciation of Bermuda. Ms. Hayward is currently working 
with the Department of Public Works and is being 
mentored by a senior professional engineer. 
 Mr. Sean Crockwell, a University of Liverpool 
student and recipient of the Joint Award for the Con-
struction Association of Bermuda, is studying me-
chanical engineering. He is the Technical Deputy 
Team Leader on a student project to design certain 
components of a car from the ground up to comple-
tion. He planned to write his dissertation to focus on 
aerodynamics of advanced rocket nozzle design. 
 Another graduate to join the Department of 
Public Works is Mr. DaJon Carey, a graduate of New 
England Institute of Technology (or NEIT) with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Advanced Automotive Technol-
ogy. The Ministry of Works and Engineering examined 
details of their workforce and determined that they 
had a number of employees preparing for retirement 
in the near future. As a result, the department worked 
with them and identified six young men committed to 
becoming automotive service technicians, or mechan-
ics. They entered into apprenticeship contracts that 
outlined their training at NEIT and vacation employ-
ment with Government. Based on their achievements, 
there was potential for some of them to become fully 
employed with the Government. It is pleasing to note 
that Mr. Carey flourished in his studies and is now 
fully employed and being mentored for a managerial 
role sometime in the future. 
 Some of you may be aware that the depart-
ment also assists Bermudians to obtain their General 
Education Diploma (or GED). Ms. Victoria Wilson suc-
cessfully graduated from the Adult Education School 
with diploma in hand after having much difficulty with 
passing her exams. She is a great testament that if 
you are wilful, you can achieve. In the words of Colin 
Powell, “There are no secrets to success. It is the re-
sult of preparation, hard work, and learning from fail-
ure.” 
 Mr. Speaker, the annual report provides an in-
depth account of the journey for a number of Ber-
mudian young men who are demonstrating their inter-
est in obtaining employment aboard international mer-
chant vessels or seeking opportunities within the De-
partment of Marine and Ports. The maritime pro-
grammes are very successful and cannot be main-
tained without the support of industry. They provide 
opportunities to work locally and abroad. In short, the 
following individuals are showcased for their achieve-
ments: 

• Jamal Smith successfully completed a cadet 
engineering programme at South Tyneside 
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College in the UK. He is currently working with 
the Department of Marine and Ports and has 
his sights set on returning to school to obtain 
his Third Engineer Certificate and pursue a 
career at sea; 

• Joseph Bailey obtained his Higher National 
Diploma (or HND) and Officer of the Watch 
Certificate from Warsash Maritime Academy 
in the UK. He is currently working on board 
the Sea Express ferry service as maritime se-
curity operator. Over time, he would like to 
pursue managerial options within the Depart-
ment of Marine and Ports; 

• Rodrico Bean and Tony Correia started deck 
procedures and engineering, respectively. 
They both attended Warsash Maritime Acad-
emy, and both are working with the Depart-
ment of Marine and Ports when not in school. 
During various phases of studies, Rodrico 
worked on board the SFL Avon and the SFL 
Europa. His voyages, which were coordinated 
by Frontline shipping, took him to Southeast 
Asia. He also worked on board the chemical 
tanker, Al Barrah, for a 12-month period. This 
was a huge oceanic voyage made possible by 
Nordic Maritime Services; 

• Joshua Powell, also studying at Warsash 
Maritime Academy, has completed three 
phases of his academic studies and two tours 
at sea on board the Oleander merchant ship 
and Dawn Princess cruise ship; 

• Nicholas Maynard is preparing to complete his 
required sea hours to obtain a Master Mari-
ner’s Certificate; 

• Daniel Brangman is concentrating on complet-
ing his academic requirements. He has the 
opportunity to sail on the Kava vessel, Dan-
ielle Rose, between Australia and Fiji during 
his sea phase; 

• Vernon Harrison continues to be supported by 
Frontline Shipping. They placed him on board 
the Golok on separate voyages to Africa and 
Asia. He also had a brief employment term on 
board the Bermuda Islander. His aspiration is 
to become the captain of a passenger ship; 

• Kristen Greene was supported by the Bern-
hard Schulte Shipmanagement (Bermuda) 
Ltd. Group. During his early stages, he was 
allowed to work on board the Oleander, and 
like Vernon, was able to sail on the Golok. 
Christen is attempting to become a captain on 
a merchant ship. Both Vernon and Christen 
were sponsored by Condordia Maritime Ber-
muda, as well as the Department of Work-
force Development; 

• Denzel Todd completed his first sea phase on 
board the Bermuda Islander. He has worked 
for Fantasy Tours and is a mentor of the Mir-

rors Programme. Currently, Denzel is working 
on the bridge of a Norwegian cruise ship; 

• Blake Burgess currently attends the Maine 
Maritime Academy; 

• Courtney Dublin attended Holland College 
Summer Cadet Programme; 

• James Daniels completed his studies at South 
Tyneside Nautical College in the UK and is 
currently at sea; 

• Dkembe Outerbridge-Dill was placed on the 
Picton Castle, a training ship. He completed 
his course and has returned home. 
 

 Funding activities are tabled at the rear of the 
annual report, showing the number of students spon-
sored over the course of the last several years.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the National Training Board, 
the Department of Workforce Development, and in-
dustry partners who worked so closely with the Gov-
ernment to ensure that training and development pro-
grammes are successful. It is these efforts that will 
ensure that Bermudians gain access to opportunities 
that will suitably position them in the workforce. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With these brief re-
marks, I now invite other Honourable Members to par-
ticipate. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Yes. Right. Rather than go to the next 
speaker, yes, if you can censor it, it has just gone 25 
after.. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move that we adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The House is now adjourned to 2:00 pm. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:25 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:02 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we will continue 
the debate led by the Junior Minister Sylvan Richards 
that this Honourable House take of the report entitled 
National Training Board Annual Report.  
 And I now call on the Honourable Member 
from constituency . . . are you ready? . . . the Member 
from constituency 21. 
 You have the floor, MP Commissiong. 
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MOTION 
 
NATIONAL TRAINING BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 

2013/14—TAKE NOTE 
 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to thank the Junior 
Minister for tabling the National Training Board Annual 
Report 2013/14. We also take the opportunity to 
commend the hard-working officers and staff and, in-
deed, the Board itself for the very important job they 
are doing in a very demanding local and global envi-
ronment. Let us not lose sight of the fact that we are in 
a highly globalised, hyper-competitive environment, 
and our ability to maintain our competitive advantage 
rests upon that. 
 I am tempted to say, Mr. Speaker, that the 
report is a day late and a dollar short, although some 
would say that is too glib by far. But to his credit, 
again, the Junior Minister acknowledged that the re-
port is a . . . roughly, I guess, a year late. 
 Nonetheless, what is contained in the report 
does provide us with a snapshot of the National Train-
ing regime and labour relations climate and the efforts 
to address these important matters by the Board and, 
more importantly, by the department itself. And so I do 
not want to diminish what we have before us, only 
acknowledge that, like I said, it can be viewed by 
some as being a day late and a dollar short. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will note that on page 4 of the 
report itself the director’s message is illustrative of 
something that I really want to point out. First, I will 
say, that we on this side of the aisle have not been 
needlessly critical of the Workforce Development De-
partment. After all, as stated previously, so much of 
what has taken place in terms of its evolution as being 
a critical component of our overall policy and legisla-
tive agenda owes its origins to work [done] under the 
previous PLP Government. I would note that the direc-
tor’s message where he lists some of the more recent 
milestones and accomplishments on page 4, Mr. 
Speaker, shows the work that has been done by both 
the PLP Government and the current OBA Govern-
ment to advance these worthy goals and objectives.  
 For example, on page 4, the director notes 
(and I quote) that “they have successfully completed 
the renovations of the old Magistrate’s Court building 
at 23 Parliament Street.” Certainly, that was put in 
place by the PLP Government. It is good to know, go-
ing back now over a year and a half, that that objec-
tive was completed. 
 Also the rebranding, I thought, was critical. To 
rebrand what we formerly knew as Labour and Train-
ing as Workforce Development, and the department 
as the Workforce Development Department. 
 Likewise the implementation of phase one of 
the online Bermuda Job Board, as noted here, Mr. 

Speaker, as you will see, as number two, in terms of 
the bullet points. We think that was worthy and a nec-
essary addition—critical addition—to what the Work-
force Development does and provides for Bermudians 
in this very tough employment climate. 
 The completion of the restructuring of the de-
partment’s organisational structure, that too, was be-
gun under the PLP Government, as is noted here. 
 Down, further down on page 4, Mr. Speaker, 
the director’s message highlights some 2,500 candi-
dates came to the department for career development 
services and there are approximately 1,700 unem-
ployed persons registered in the department’s data-
base as of 2013/14. And even at that time, I think, we 
have to make note of the fact that there were ap-
proximately 3,000 people unemployed in Bermuda at 
that time, which brings me to another point about the 
current deficit that was highlighted by the Junior Minis-
ter and which I think needs to be reiterated. 
 That, even as we speak right now, and this is 
a deficit that bedevilled both the previous PLP Gov-
ernment and the current Government, we cannot 
count on up-to-date, real-time stats on unemployment 
and underemployment. This has to be rectified. I am 
not an expert in the field, but I hope that every effort is 
being made by way of the Department of Statistics 
and related agencies to correct this because it is go-
ing to be very difficult, again, in the hypercompetitive 
environment that Bermuda finds itself in, to create the 
sort of policy and legislative framework without having 
the real-time, up-to-date data that you need. This is 
critical. 
 On page 5, the director also notes that Part 1 
of the plan, and I think he is referring to the National 
Training Plan (and we are awaiting Part 2), has 
mapped out the job opportunities which currently exist 
and that will exist in the near future, and includes rec-
ommendations for each of the economic sectors con-
sidered by the board. 
 Mr. Speaker, our concern over here has to be 
that at a strategic level are we promoting a model for 
Workforce Development that is more reflective of late 
20th century realities as opposed to the realities of a 
21st century economy that we see now and one which 
is rapidly evolving and unfolding right before our eyes, 
at the strategic level, as I said? That is, perhaps, our 
biggest concern because we believe that time is not 
on our side and that we have to redouble our efforts to 
do away with this old Bermudian sense of compla-
cency that can and has bedevilled so much of our ef-
forts in this regard and in related fields over the years. 
And so, once again, I implore the Ministry, the Minister 
and the Junior Minister, to take that into account and 
take another look in the mirror, if you will. 
 Mr. Speaker, also with respect to the job op-
portunities that are highlighted or what the director’s 
message says on page 5 of the report . . . he talks 
about the job opportunities which currently exist and 
that will exist in the near future and, I think, it is also 
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important to note that we need a National Skills Policy 
for employers that will focus attention on the skills 
needed in the new world of work in which less people 
will be working in formal jobs, in one occupation for 
most of their lives. For them, training in a specific oc-
cupation will still be relevant, I am not saying that it 
will not, but that we need to seriously challenge our 
assumption that we will solve the skills crisis by train-
ing people for occupational or other qualifications as 
much moving forward. 

A skills development system must make pro-
vision for developing the skills needed in more infor-
mal work settings and for entrepreneurial initiatives, 
otherwise we will be preparing young people to work 
in a world that no longer exists. Even now at various 
levels of our employment sector there are growing 
numbers of consultants, not just in government, but 
even in the private sector. And these people who are 
already, I think, in this 21st century world of work, they, 
essentially, have two or three or four jobs that they are 
handling all at one time. And I think increasingly, and 
particularly at the white-collar level, this is going to 
become more and more a reality as some of those 
trends that I talked about recently begin to really bite. 

Mr. Speaker, I go to page 7, the Labour Rela-
tions Report, and I think other Members will address 
this as well. You will note that in the second para-
graph it says (and I highlighted here) that during 
2013/14 there were approximately 473 matters re-
solved by the Labour Relations section, about 341 
were administered, and then it goes on to itemise 
these that were dealt with. Of the approximately 100 
matters administered a total of 13 cases went before 
the Employment Tribunal for resolution during the fis-
cal year. And we are talking, again, 2013/14. I do not 
know if the Minister can respond to this, but we would 
like to get the current numbers for this year. We think 
that would be useful. 

During the year, it further goes on, eight mat-
ters were referred to the Employment Tribunal. Of this 
eight, seven were resolved and one remains pending. 
Of the seven, four were resolved between the parties 
themselves, two were resolved by the Tribunal in fa-
vour of the complainant, and one in favour of the em-
ployer. It goes on to say that the remaining 87 were 
successfully mediated by the Labour Relations offi-
cers. Again, I have no reason to doubt those numbers 
. . . if so, that these cases were successfully medi-
ated, then kudos to the Labour Relations officers and 
that Department of Workforce Development. Like I 
said, we would like to see what the numbers are over 
the 2014 period as well. 

On page 8, the Ministry’s re-organisation of a 
Tripartite Economic Retreat at the bottom of the page, 
Mr. Speaker, one of the last bullet points to your left at 
the bottom of page 8, a Tripartite Economic Retreat 
for November 14 and 15, 2013. It was an effort to 
bring together key stakeholders in the community and 
to engage in a higher level of dialogue about labour 

relations in Bermuda in conjunction with the Govern-
ment’s vision for economic development. And the 
question I have to the Junior Minister is, What were 
some of the outcomes that came out of those meet-
ings? 

Mr. Speaker, if we proceed to page 9— 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —during the fiscal year (on 
top of page 9) the section lost two veteran labour rela-
tions officers. Apparently, one was replaced later. As 
of 2013/14, the information we have here, by way of 
the report, is that there is still one outstanding position 
that has not been filled from the two that no longer 
found themselves with the department. What is hap-
pening to make up for that deficit? [Has it], as it says 
here, meant that the staff that were remaining were 
taking on the added cases—this workload? Has that 
been alleviated?  

We do see also that a Labour Relations Man-
ager was confirmed in the post in 2013. We would like 
to, probably, find out who that individual was. Part of 
the qualifications for that were that he be a practicing 
barrister, an attorney, of at least five years profes-
sional standing, and so we think this is a positive de-
velopment and we would like to get more information 
in respect to that. 

Mr. Speaker, further down you will note that 
there was a note here about the . . . in the last fiscal 
year (talking about 2013/14) a frequently asked ques-
tion concerns the difference between laying off a 
worker (and I am quoting on page 9) and making a 
post redundant, and their respective legal require-
ments. Workers still continue to ask officers for advice 
as to whether they have been made redundant or 
whether they have been laid off. So there is significant 
confusion about that.  

I just wonder if a public relations campaign, no 
less an in-house campaign, to educate people about 
the difference—because there is a very important and 
critical difference here—especially in light of the high 
levels of unemployment which have not abated since 
2012, whether a public information campaign can help 
in this regard to educate Bermudians and Bermudian 
workers as to things like this, as to the difference be-
tween one getting made redundant and one getting 
laid off. I think in light of the current circumstances it 
may be something that the Ministry and the depart-
ment may want to consider. 

At the bottom of the same page 9, Mr. 
Speaker, in keeping with the aim of changing the pub-
lic perception of the Labour Relations Section, which 
is a service for employees or workers only, the officers 
of this section (and I quote) “participated and con-
ducted a number of seminars geared toward the edu-
cation of all stakeholders about the various pieces of 
legislation.” Are the seminars continuing? We think 
that is a worthy effort and endeavour here on the part 
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of the department. Are the seminars continuing and 
what has been some of the outcomes? That is some-
thing that, I think, not only ourselves but the Ber-
mudian people and our labour partners would like to 
hear. 

Moving to page 10, Mr. Speaker, Career De-
velopment, there has been a major effort to reconfig-
ure, update, reform, the processes with respect to ca-
reer development. I think I read somewhere in one of 
the associated documents where the Minister’s goal is 
to . . . or the goal of the Ministry is to have people fo-
cusing less on getting a job, but in developing a ca-
reer. Again, that is a laudable, laudable goal and one 
which is wholly necessary. We know that, again, we 
had Mr. Doug Soares and Expertise Limited that were 
leading that effort. Often we hear the fact that there is 
somewhat of a trust deficit, particularly on labour is-
sues with respect to this Government.  

I still do not think, no matter how proficient 
that Expertise and Mr. Soares are—whether in terms 
of the optics that that was the most . . . the best 
choice, considering how divisive he has proven to be 
with respect to labour relations. Again, anyone that 
can get up in Bermuda today and say that being a 
Bermudian is an undeserved privilege is someone that 
I think would . . . that we have to think twice about put-
ting him in the hen house, if you will, of Workforce De-
velopment. 

We talked about the Summer Employment 
Programme earlier today with respect to the Question 
Period. We are glad that it is ongoing. I just think that  
with respect to the questions about the number of in-
dividuals that will be able to participate, or are pro-
jected to participate this year, numbers are a little 
down over last year and perhaps previous years. I 
have not looked thoroughly enough to determine that 
in terms of before this year, but the thing is, in terms 
of the employment programme for the summer, it is 
whether we are going to continue to . . . the term is 
. . . I do not think they use the term “disqualify,” but 
certainly the criteria . . . and it may, you know, once 
you really look at it say that it is a fair set of criterion 
that is used to determine whether a student is going to 
qualify to participate in the Summer Employment Pro-
gramme or not. I just do not want these sorts of crite-
ria being such a high bar that it may needlessly dis-
qualify deserving applicants. Again, I cannot defini-
tively make that assertion that it is, but this needs to 
be looked at, I think. 

You know, this morning we found out that 195 
applied—this is, this year—25 withdrew for various 
reasons, but 51 did not meet the criteria. So I ask the 
Ministry and the department to take a look at that, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to page 13. The 
number of work placements made, again, the snap-
shot that we have been provided here, a day late and 
a dollar short or vice versa, 2013/14. “The Department 
of Workforce Development (I am quoting on page 13) 

is charged with helping Bermudians to find suitable 
employment in all industrial sectors. Below are the 
number of placements made by the department for 
the fiscal year 2013/14, the sharp increase over the 
summer is due to the increased placements of the 
Summer Employment Programme” (which they note 
here). So we saw a . . . I think a total here of 241 
placements that the department has facilitated in 
terms of helping Bermudians, this was in 2013/14, to 
find employment in all industry sectors as indicated. 
One hundred and thirty-one, again, is reflective of the 
Summer [Employment] Programme.  

In terms of the rest of the year, if one looks 
here, there does not seem to be a high level of suc-
cess that we see in terms of the outcome and in light 
of the dismal employment prospects. If you minus 
those with the summer jobs programmed, 110 during 
2013/14 were placed in jobs at a time, even then, 
when we had over 3,000 people unemployed. And so 
I know if the jobs are not there, then it is going to be 
more difficult to place persons in positions, but it 
speaks to the ongoing failure of the current Govern-
ment to come with the promised job growth that they 
pledged to the Bermudian people just prior to the elec-
tion and immediately thereafter. 

Mr. Speaker, moving on to training, partner-
ships with our Construction Association. We are very 
happy about these success stories such as Ms. Allan-
ette Hayward, the Junior Minister noted that. She is 
the first Bermudian female to receive a scholarship 
award, as noted here, from the Construction Associa-
tion of Bermuda, and a very nice looking photo, again, 
I must say. It is something when you see our young 
people and maybe not so young people feeling confi-
dent and looking optimistic and you can see this here 
because she has achieved something here and some-
thing of note that is going to help her, her family, and 
her community moving forward. Again, people like 
Sean Crockwell that was noted earlier, the Ministry of 
Public Works, for example, Mr. DaJon Carey; Adult 
Education success story Victoria Wilson; we com-
mend all of them. 

And moving to page 17 we have the Cadet 
Training Programme. I have been very happy about 
this. Considering, particularly, our maritime history I 
am a firm believer that we need to reconnect and—the 
PLP itself—we need to reconnect with our maritime 
heritage. And black Bermudians have just as much a 
stake in that heritage historically as our white Ber-
mudian brothers and sisters, and we need to connect 
with that. And I think this period provides even a 
greater opportunity for us to make that reconnection.  

The Cadet Training Programme is something 
that, I think, is fantastic and I want to commend what 
is going on there. We have a number of Bermudians, 
fairly . . . relatively young men and women, who have 
participated in this. People like Jamal Smith, Joseph 
Bailey, Rodrico Bean, Tony Correia—the Junior Minis-
ter has noted most of them, but not all of them—
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Rodrico Bean, Albera . . . and they are getting interna-
tional experience, Mr. Speaker, Tony Carreira, Joshua 
Powell, Nicholas Maynard, Mr. Alex Dowling, and get-
ting international experience, many of them, on the 
high seas.  

We have Deck Cadet Daniel Brangman; 
(these are people from the Department of Marine and 
Port Services) . . . Deck Cadet Vernon Harrison, and 
Deck Cadet Kristen Greene. I know that the Depart-
ment of Marine and Port Services has been rather . . . 
there has been . . . sometimes there is a challenge in 
placing some of these cadets in jobs that allow them 
to achieve the final certifications that they need, I 
guess, by on-the-job work experience. Sometimes 
those slots are not readily available and I would just 
implore them to continue to do the best they can for 
these committed individuals, which include also Deck 
Cadet Denzel Todd; Deck Cadet Blake Burgess; Mr. 
Courtney Dublin (who is a potential deck cadet); Third 
Engineer James Daniels (he was with the Spirit of 
Bermuda, a crewman on that ship); again, about this 
reconnection with our maritime history, Dkembe 
Outerbridge-Dill, Picton Castle. 

And so, again, these are great young Ber-
mudians who are attempting to grab the future by the 
scruff of the neck and they can be a good inspiration 
for many of our young people, particularly our young 
people who are at risk and who may be looking for a 
somewhat off-the-beaten path career choice. This 
may be just the thing for them. 

Mr. Speaker, go to Student Funding and 
Training Enrolment, page 23, another optimistic, smil-
ing, young Bermudian man looking at you that I might 
add. You will see, if you go from [pages] 23, 24, 25 
. . . now, what I am talking [about] here (for the listen-
ers out there), this section of the report is under the 
heading of Student Funding and Training Enrolment 
2013/14. The explanatory notice [is] that the Depart-
ment of Workforce Development is committed to help-
ing young Bermudians pursue their career goals.  

We have supported over 1,000 students to at-
tend institutions overseas in the past seven years. As 
the career demands and the job market changes, we 
are looking forward to helping more Bermudians to get 
trained or retrained to meet the demands of all indus-
try sectors. And so you have a list of the various col-
leges and institutes that have hosted Bermudian stu-
dents who are in pursuit of advancing their jobs—I 
mean, careers, I should say.  

If you go to page 26, because there is a list of 
maybe 50 or more institutions here that have, again, 
hosted and facilitated the education of our young and 
not-so-young persons. The thing though that I wanted 
to draw your attention to, when you get around to 
page 26, Mr. Speaker, they give you the totals and 
you will note that on a sliding scale 2007/08 there 
were 194 student clients who were able to take ad-
vantage of this support from the department. But as 
we . . . 2008/09, 197; there was a dip in 2009/10 to 

144; 2010/11, 175; 2011/12, 142; the number of stu-
dents in 2012/13 was 126; and the number of stu-
dents in 2013/14, 116. And so over the last three or 
four years, and particularly over the last two years, we 
have seen a significant drop off in the number of stu-
dents who have been able to take advantage of these 
training opportunities. So to me that is not . . . you 
know, I would like to see those numbers rise during 
recessionary periods like this. 

I think it is even more critical that we up our 
game in terms of preparing our young people, our 
students, and not so young, to retool to perhaps pur-
sue different qualifications that can better prepare 
them for the economy that is evolving and developing 
now, to prepare our people for the time when our 
economy does rebound. And so I think we, in my 
view, need more investment placed here. We know 
there have been significant fiscal challenges, but it is 
wrong headed and/or myopic (in my view) to make 
any significant cuts that will result in a diminution of 
the number of Bermudians who can avail themselves 
of these wonderful training opportunities. 

Page 27, Mr. Speaker, says here (it is not a 
category), “the number of Bermudians, excluding 
those employed by the Government, who have par-
ticipated in funding training initiatives during that past 
fiscal year.” If I can amend that, I was going to say the 
past fiscal year, but of course we are talking about 
fiscal year 2013/14. Again, you see the numbers for 
waiter/server, kitchen porter, horticultural, drywall . . . 
that year there were none who were participating in 
those areas. We had 36 apprenticeships as outlined 
here. Nurse assistant—33—that is good. You know, 
we need to continue to have this entryway into the 
medical field and professions for our young people. 
That will be one of the growth areas as we move for-
ward in and over to the 2025 historical benchmark—
the future benchmark—that I think we need to focus 
on here in terms of Workforce Development.  

That and education, most international ex-
perts say, will be the occupations . . . I am not going to 
say most immune, but more immune to the rapid 
technological changes which are leading to a soften-
ing of job growth than many other occupations. So, 
and with the ageing population like Bermuda, I need 
to convey to our Bermudian people, particularly fami-
lies . . . I have been talking about the need to get most 
of our people into STEM learning, (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math) and the need to under-
stand that that is the future in terms of our economy, 
but also to reiterate that the medical field and profes-
sions are also something that is going to continue to 
be a growth industry for employment over the next 10 
years. 

I do not see a mention here, Mr. Speaker, of 
the Cisco certifications. The Cisco certification is 
available at the Bermuda College. It provides a good 
passport to global employment for those who can at-
tain it. Again, that was under the PLP Government, 
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both the . . . my colleague, Mr. Scott, former Minister 
Scott, and myself helped to push that. We know it was 
implemented at the Bermuda College. I cannot speak 
as to its current status, but I just want to say that that 
is a great opportunity. Once you get Cisco certifica-
tion, like I said, you can write your own . . . check, if 
you will, for global employment in the global economy. 
And so I want just to make a note of that. And it would 
be great to see our Government [assist], for those 
young people and not so young who would be inter-
ested in becoming Cisco certified, to have the oppor-
tunity to get the funding to do so. So I will make a note 
on that. 

Mr. Speaker, that is all I really have to con-
tribute at this point. Again, we need to begin to pre-
pare ourselves for the 21st century economy, 21st cen-
tury labour market, which is evolving right before our 
eyes. And the model that looks backward or reflects 
the 1990s or 2000 is not going to get us there. We 
think from a strategic level the Government has some 
ways to go, notwithstanding that we applaud, again, 
the great work which is being done by the staff and 
officers of the Workforce Development Department. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 28, Warwick West. 
 MP Jeff Sousa, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good afternoon to colleagues and to 
those in the listening audience. 
 It is absolutely my delight to stand this after-
noon to talk on this debate on the National Training 
Board.  
 I would like to thank the Shadow Minister of 
Home Affairs for his very complimentary remarks in 
regards to the board and also the workers of the De-
partment of Workforce Development. 
 I would like to acknowledge that we do have 
with us today the Director of the Department of Work-
force Development, Mr. George Outerbridge, along 
with the Training Manager, Pandora Glasford. 
 Some time ago I was asked by the Minister of 
Home Affairs if I would be the Chairman of the Na-
tional Training Board and I did not hesitate to state 
that I would. And from day one, Mr. Speaker, I have 
dug into this as I know of the national importance of 
this [Board] at this point that Bermuda is in today. 

Of course, the first challenge that the Minister 
had given me was to focus on a National Training 
Plan. And this was Bermuda’s first National Training 
Plan. So I am going to spend my time today primarily 
talking about the National Training Plan. 

In the past, there were many different groups 
that were looking at training, but we really needed 
something under one umbrella, and that was one of 
the objectives of this and, again, it was something of 
national priority for the Island. So when we set about 
to put the working committees together to work on the 
National Training Plan, we wanted a document that 
would be a document that would be a living, breathing 
document, not one that would be put up on a shelf to 
gather dust. 

So once we had this National Training Plan in 
place, our objective was to do a very vigorous promo-
tional campaign. And what we did . . . we had town 
hall meetings Island-wide, Somerset and Town, down 
the country, and Hamilton Parish. We also had a 10 
talk show series where we had various working com-
mittee chairs along with some of the managers from 
Workforce Development, even some students that 
had participated overseas and did some classes and 
stuff to go along . . . and, of course, myself as the 
chairman, to go along and actually had a talk show 
where people could actually call in and give us sug-
gestions and any concerns because we wanted this 
dialogue to take place because we were already in the 
process of working on Part 2 of the [National Training] 
Plan. 

We also presented the [National Training] 
Plan to all the senior classes up at CedarBridge. We 
felt this was very important and we did this to a 
packed hall, and likewise to the students—the senior 
students—of Berkeley Institute. We also met with all 
of the business teachers from both Berkeley Institute 
and CedarBridge. And the Director, George Outer-
bridge, and I went on CITV, again, to promote this to 
the public. It is pointless to produce a document, put 
this amount of work in, and then the public not know 
about it. We also presented to the Permanent Secre-
taries—myself and the Director George Outerbridge. 
And banners were put up on Bernews to direct people 
to the National Training Plan. And I would like just to 
remind the listening audience that they can go to 
www.gov.bm and read the [National Training] Plan. 
And please make it a point to share it with your chil-
dren that might be away in school, let your family 
members know about it. We want everybody to be 
reading this [National Training] Plan. This [National 
Training] Plan takes us from 2013 to 2023. 

I would at this time, publicly, like to thank the 
hard-working team of the National Training Board be-
cause these people put in countless weekends, lunch-
times, after work, and I might add, all on a volunteer 
basis, because like myself and everybody else in 
these Chambers, we want what is best for Bermuda, 
and we realise the [difficult] times that Bermuda has 
been through in the last couple of years. 

If I may, Mr. Speaker (because I do not want 
to miss anybody), I would like to read from page 4 of 
the National Training Plan who these committee 
chairs are. 

http://www.gov.bm/
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In the public sector, which is Government Min-
istries, Corporations and Agencies, Dr. Radell Tank-
ard, was the Chairperson. 

In the private sector, Data and Trends, it was 
Lisa Robinson who was the Chairperson who, I might 
add, is now the Deputy Chairman of the National 
Training Board. 

Financial and Insurance, William Graham-
Welton, was the Chairperson. 

In Hotels and Hospitality, we had Co-
Chairpersons, Pamela Quarterly and Karla Lacey. 

Under Development and Infrastructure, we 
had Patrick Caton, as the Chairperson. 

Sales and Services, here we also had Co-
Chairs, Richard Davidge and Michelle Khaldun. 

And, of course, I must take my hat off to the 
hard-working Deputy Chairman at the time who was 
Vince Ingham. I actually saw Vince a couple of days 
ago and he looked very relaxed, enjoying his retire-
ment. 

I would just like to take this opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker, so that the listening audience would under-
stand more about what the plans and objectives were 
of the National Training Board. So what I would like to 
do is just read from our road map that we had pro-
duced about those plans and objectives. 

“The primary mandate of the Board was to 
develop a National Training Plan and oversee the im-
plementation of the same. 

• To consider the needs of the Bermuda econ-
omy today and in the future; 

• To include nationally recognised training 
(training packages, qualifications, accredited 
courses, skill sets and units of competency, et 
cetera); 

• To identify synergies and points of integration 
as it relates to support for existing pro-
grammes as well as those being developed 
and delivered by various training organisa-
tions and industry associations; 

• To make recommendations with respect to 
current and future opportunities; 

• To provide action plans which include refer-
ence to resource allocation; and 

• To address some of the ‘non-technical’ as-
pects with respect to ensuring workforce 
readiness.” 

 
Again, Mr. Speaker, a great deal of work took 

place and I really do hope that everybody in these 
Chambers have taken the time to read it. 

Currently, the board is digging in, working 
very hard, on Part 2 of the [National Training] Plan. 
And I am very happy to say that personally I have in-
vited three young entrepreneurs to join the board and 
they are Patrice Morgan, David Lovell, and Nesi Arm-
strong. On this note of entrepreneurs, while visiting 
Harbour Nights this past Wednesday, I made it a point 
to reach out to several vendors, because I started off 

myself as a roadside vendor many years ago, and it 
was great to see— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Yeah, that is right. 

It was great to see the amount of young Ber-
mudians that are taking advantage of this. It really 
was special for me, personally. And if anybody is one 
of my friends on Facebook they would have seen the 
pictures of the people that I reached out to.  
 We need to encourage more of our people to 
be entrepreneurs. This Island has been built by entre-
preneurs. In the past it was quite common to tell 
young people to go to school, get a great education, 
so you can get a great job. There is nothing really 
wrong with that, but I would like to hear us say more 
often, Go to school, get a great education so you can 
own your own business.  
 On that I would like to salute the hard work of 
one of our board members, Erica Smith, from BEDC 
and, of course, she and the team there are doing a 
great job in that area. And I feel there are many more 
opportunities out there. 
 It is not, Mr. Speaker, the role of the National 
Training Board or the Department of Workforce De-
velopment to create jobs. It is our mandate to guide 
people to where those jobs are and give them the 
necessary training to get those jobs. As an example, 
because times do change rapidly, and now we see 
that 60 is considered middle-aged. If you went back, 
and of course some people in these Chambers would 
love to hear that, but you know— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Yes, yes, that is what I am saying, 
they are middle-aged. 

So where in the past, if you went back 100 
years ago, the life expectancy of a man was 47 and a 
woman was 50, so we are living longer. And health 
care is certainly one of the things that we are focused 
on, and particularly in Part 2 of the [National Training] 
Plan. We see in the statistics in Part 1 of the [National 
Training] Plan where 40 per cent of the workers at the 
hospital are on a work permit. So the opportunities in 
the health care profession are unbelievable. So in 
Part 2 of the [National Training] Plan we do have a 
new committee which is a working committee to assist 
with health care and the medical profession. 
 We want to make sure that our people are . . . 
whether it is, you know, somebody that is middle-aged 
and looking at changing a career or a young person, 
we want to make sure they are going in the right direc-
tion where there is a need in Bermuda. That is key, 
and that is our role as leaders, as the National Train-
ing Board, to assist with this. 
 I agree with the Shadow Minister of Home 
Affairs from Pembroke South East, constituency 21, 
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MP Rolfe Commissiong, in a speech he spoke last 
week in the House when he was talking about tech-
nology and not wanting to leave people behind. Tech-
nology is key going forward. 

We are going to see the restaurant industry 
change where there will not be the need for waiters 
like there is today, where you will walk into a restau-
rant with your smartphone and right away the menu is 
going to come up, you will sit down with your wife or 
your girlfriend, and the menu will come up. You will 
place the order and it will go directly to the kitchen. So 
there will still be a need for somebody to bring the 
food out to you, but there will not be the need as it is 
today. Likewise . . . likewise . . . in a mechanic’s shop, 
gone are the days where you might have been sharp 
in breaking down a bike and putting it back together 
and thinking that you are going to a garage and get a 
top job. Today, the mechanic of today has to be totally 
versed on computers and technology. 

One thing that has come up on every single 
meeting that there has been of the board and that is 
soft skills and life skills of our people. And sometimes 
as Bermudians it is taboo to talk about this. I know I 
am a hard-working Bermudian and I have always 
taken pride in the trade that I entered, but it is some-
thing that I feel we need to talk about and here as 
leaders it is very important for us to talk about, the soft 
skills, time management, work ethic. Likewise, the 
same subject came up when the Bank of Bermuda 
Foundation had a two-day workshop, it was the same 
thing, from the first meeting it comes up all the time. 
So it is something that we should not be scared to 
discuss. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: As I said, time management, work 
ethic— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: As an example, because a Member 
on the other side asked me to tell us about it. Just re-
cently I was fortunate enough to attend a political con-
ference in Jamaica and I stayed at the Pegasus Hotel, 
the same hotel that President Barak Obama stayed at 
four months ago or whatever. 
 Having been an entrepreneur for most of my 
adult life, as well as a business owner for the last 30 
years, and the Chairman of the National Training 
Board, I was paying particular attention to the team 
members—the workers—at this hotel. I noted that 
each and every one of them was dressed impeccably. 
I noticed that not one of them—and I was looking for 
it—not one of them was taking out their phone to text 
What’s up, to update their Facebook profile. And I 
would ask each and every one of you, when you are 
in businesses in Bermuda, to look around. 

 One thing I am delighted to say, and this 
many might not realise, is that the Department of 
Workforce Development has teamed up with My Fu-
ture Bermuda. And, of course, this came about from 
. . . through the Bank of Bermuda Foundation and this 
is realistically a public/private partnership. And of 
course there are members from the board, from the 
Department of Workforce Development, that are work-
ing together, and I think this is a great initiative that 
the private sector has taken to team up with the public 
sector realising that work development is something 
that will benefit each and every one of us in this coun-
try because, of course, the main goal is to match 
Bermudians with job opportunities. 
 I understand, Mr. Speaker, how important cer-
tification is and, of course, I am working very closely 
with Pandora Glasford, who is the Training Manager 
on that. I do realise that we need to do more there, 
and I feel that that is important. We have seen re-
cently where the electricians were the first ones and 
then it was with landscapers. I am going to work with 
the team more in that area.  

But, again, what I would like to do in closing is 
say how happy I am with the board and the hard work 
they are putting in now that we are really digging in on 
Part 2 of the National Training Plan. And I do feel that 
the people of Bermuda will be very happy when this 
[National Training] Plan is produced. Again, this is 
National Training Plan that is to be used by the De-
partment of Workforce Development, to be used by 
businesses, to be used by everyone in this country. 
And with the framework of that we have . . . we are 
doing it similar . . . the committee way where we have 
public administration, sales and services, hospitality, 
financial and professional services, development and 
infrastructure and then, this time around, we have 
added health care because we see the great opportu-
nities in that area. 

Again, in closing, I would encourage every-
body to go to the Government website www.gov.bm 
and make a point of reading the National Training 
Plan. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 17, MP Walton Brown. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we are here, I believe, for a de-
bate on the National Training Board and its connec-
tion to Government’s priorities in terms of how we 
wish to have our economy directed and opportunities 
for our fellow Bermudians. I do not think I need to give 
any more congratulatory remarks about anyone who 
has been in any way connected to the National Train-
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ing Board because I think we have heard enough of 
that, Mr. Speaker. 
 But there are number of very pertinent issues 
that need to be addressed and it would be important 
to get some comment from Government about its level 
of commitment on a number of issues. 
 I was first involved with the National Training 
Board, Mr. Speaker, it must be at least 10 years ago 
or more, when my cousin was the Chairman of the 
NTB [National Training Board], the former Senator 
Nalton Brangman. And at that point, Mr. Speaker, 
there was a tremendous focus on the importance of 
certification because certification was seen as one of 
the key concepts going forward in a world that has 
become much more technological . . . the need to 
have people who are properly and transparently quali-
fied to do work because you do not want to have an 
electrician in your house who worked alongside 
somebody for a few years and knows a little bit about 
wiring, you want to make sure they do actually know 
all the modern approaches and so forth. 
 I want to know what the current Government 
commitment to certification is because, I know my 
eyesight is bad, Mr. Speaker, but I saw no mention of 
that in the report. So I need to get an understanding of 
what the commitment is to certification. At one point it 
was addressing electricians and plumbers, but I sus-
pect there are other areas in which certification is criti-
cal, and I do not see anything in this report about cer-
tification. Is it no longer on the radar? Is it less impor-
tant? I know we had an issue just a couple of weeks 
ago where welders felt, who were duly qualified and 
certified, welders who felt that they were pushed aside 
in favour of work permits given to some Americans 
who came under one contract but who were actually 
doing welding work, Mr. Speaker. So it is an issue that 
needs to be assessed. I would like to hear some kind 
of Government response. I know this is a take note 
motion, so the Junior Minister is not going to reply, but 
even if he does not reply here I am sure he will give 
me an answer off record, off line, as he usually does, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 I have to touch on the issue of soft skills. I had 
no comment to make about soft skills until I heard the 
Honourable Member from that constituency in War-
wick, the Chairman of the National Training Board, 
talk about soft skills. And the inference, Mr. Speaker, 
was that there is something lacking among employees 
when it comes to the delivery of services. And I asked 
him for an example, the Honourable Member decided 
to go to Jamaica and talk about the great service he 
had in Jamaica and was thrilled about. Maybe he 
needs to look at something in Bermuda. That is a 
slight on the Bermudian worker, Mr. Speaker, without 
any concrete example, any illustration, he just says, 
the Honourable Member just says, Well, you know, 
there is a soft skills issue. Well, what does that mean? 
I have heard that a lot. And it is unfortunate, Mr. 
Speaker, that I have seen examples of this idea about 

lacking in soft skills actually being an impediment to 
people getting work opportunities. 
 Now, I have been around a few companies, 
Mr. Speaker. I talked to one of my sons who is work-
ing in a place, and other relatives, and I have come to 
the conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that there is a very 
strong correlation between the so-called “lack of soft 
skills” and adequate management because employ-
ees should be trained to adhere to the protocol of that 
company. If you run a company you want people to 
act in certain ways, to dress in certain ways, and it is 
the management’s responsibility to put that in place. 
So whatever the uniform is, you should be dressed 
properly.  

When I was a teenager, and I worked for one 
summer at the Bermudiana Hotel, I knew what my 
attire was. We had to dress a certain way. 

What I find today, Mr. Speaker, I know of one 
property in which there seems to be no focus on ade-
quate management, I hear employees criticising 
things all the time. Oh, this person is always coming 
late or That person has gone out and done this or 
They’re on the phone, but where is the manager? 
Why does the manager not set the standard? What 
we hear is this indirect attack on the worker.  

So I want to see, if there is a National Training 
Board looking at soft skill issues, then put the respon-
sibility on the manager to properly manage their en-
terprise. That is where the responsibility really lies. So 
you sort of ferret out that sort of . . . the tendencies 
that some employees may have. Because I can as-
sure you, Mr. Speaker, in this climate where people 
want to hold on to jobs, the manager plays a role—a 
critical role—in helping to ensure those standards. 

I was at . . . and I always get these names 
wrong, one is 1609 . . . one is Marcus, and so on. 
Well, you know that place, Mr. Speaker— 

 
The Speaker: Very well. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Because you like to go there, 
don’t you? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Marcus’s 1609. I saw the workers 
there the other day, I was very happy to see, it looked 
like a very large Bermudian contingency of workers, 
they were smart in their uniforms, they looked very 
smart. Okay? And so, if that is an issue, some em-
ployers actually go and provide the washing facilities 
for the uniforms. You know, make sure that things are 
ironed. In some cases they will not allow you to come 
and work on the premises if your shirt is not ironed 
properly. I have seen people in restaurants in scruffy 
shoes. I have seen their shirts hanging out the back, 
their pants look scruffy. But if you start like that and 
your manager or your maître d’ allows you to get away 
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with it, who is at fault? Who is at fault?  It is a man-
agement issue. 

So I would not want the individual, my hon-
ourable colleague, who is responsible for the National 
Training Board, to put the bulk of that responsibility on 
the worker. Management needs to take responsibility. 
And so I would hope the chairman would want to cor-
rect, if not alter on some level, that comment going 
forward, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I was intrigued by the Minister’s 
comment in the report because in the Minister’s re-
marks, if you will allow me to read very briefly, Mr. 
Speaker, the Honourable Minister Fahy says as fol-
lows: 

 “There have been significant job losses, 
some of which are unlikely to be replaced in the near 
future.” If you juxtapose that comment with the other 
area of the Minister’s responsibility, Immigration . . . 
and my honourable colleague, the Finance Minister, 
says, We just need to bring people in here. But if jobs 
are being lost, and they are unlikely to be replaced, 
would not the imperative of Government be to try to 
ensure that for those jobs that are lost that [Govern-
ment]—given the mandate of the National Training 
Board—would want to follow through ensuring that 
Bermudians can get work? 

I do not . . . Well, I do understand. But there is 
a plethora of commentary, Mr. Speaker, about the 
need to bring in people to do work when the Minister 
acknowledges, the National Training Board acknowl-
edges, that jobs are being lost, in part, from technol-
ogy. I noticed that the Minister did not say because of 
term limits, but through technology, globalisation, jobs 
are being lost. So if that is the case, should there not 
be an even greater imperative for the National Train-
ing Board to want to ensure that there is adequate 
focus on the range of opportunities that should be 
made available to Bermudians? 

Mr. Speaker, another area that I do not see in 
the report, and maybe again it is my eyesight, but the 
Government, the Chairman, and I know the eminently 
qualified individuals over there—Ms. Glasford and Mr. 
Outerbridge (I am not going to comment on the pic-
tures of them in the publication, Mr. Speaker) . . . but 
they know that there is a rapidly changing environ-
ment that we live in. The world is changing very, very 
quickly, so the way you did work 20 years ago is very 
different today. Technology has changed so rapidly 
that we need to find ways to keep pace with it. 

You know, back in 1983, Mr. Speaker, when I 
bought my first computer, I was on top of everything. I 
knew everything—I thought I did. I could programme. I 
was getting online. I do not know but some of you 
over 60 might know about the CP/M Computer Oper-
ating Model or operating system, and downloading 
programmes back in the early or mid-1980s, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. Walton Brown: But maybe my friend, the Hon-
ourable Cole Simons, does not know, but I used to do 
a lot of programming back in the mid-1980s. But to-
day, Mr. Speaker, I am having a hard time even keep-
ing up with all these new apps that come out. I did not 
even understand what Instagram was about until re-
cently. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: And I do not do Instagram. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I do not understand . . . you 
know, why people would just want to post pictures and 
think that that is good contact. I do not understand it. It 
is a generational thing, I understand that. But the point 
is that I am out of the loop, and I try to be in the loop 
on a lot of things, Mr. Speaker. 

So just imagine the person who was doing 
things one way for 15 years and technology has come 
rapidly by and changed everything. The way business 
is done has changed so dramatically, Mr. Speaker. So 
it is important that people retool. If you do not retool 
you are going to be marginalised. So I want to see 
some commitment from Government to help to retool 
people. They should not be put out to pasture.  

I think the honourable Chairman, the Honour-
able Member . . . what is the constituency, Mr. 
Speaker? I do not know what his constituency is. 
 
The Speaker: Twenty-eight. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member from 
constituency 28, Jeff Sousa, says that people are liv-
ing longer. But people are not just living longer, Mr. 
Speaker, they are more capable at an older age than 
they were 20 years ago. So people at 65 should not 
be put out to pasture, they should be able to continue 
to do productive work. Actually, if we had a focus on 
retooling we could take people who may have been 
doing one thing one way for 20 years, retool them 
(because everything is so technology driven) so they 
can actually remain productive in this rapidly chang-
ing, technological, era. 
 I see nothing of that in the National Training 
Board Report, but it has to be a component unless . . . 
unless the objective is just to bring in people be-
cause— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, I know my friend, the Hon-
ourable Pat Gordon-Pamplin, had a little smirk on her 
face just now. But if that is not the case, Mr. Speaker, 
then show me what the objective is.  

Why would you constantly say we need to 
bring in people when we have large numbers of peo-
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ple who are not working, large numbers of people who 
need to be retooled, we have a National Training 
Board which has as its mandate the equipping of peo-
ple with technological skills, which, by the way, Mr. 
Speaker, seems to be limited in its focus. And maybe 
the NTB under the Chairman can help to broaden the 
focus of the National Training Board because the set 
of careers and areas of work that it focuses on do not 
represent the totality and the diversity of our economy. 
So if we are really going to provide long-term avenues 
for success for our people, Mr. Speaker, I think the 
NTB needs to broaden some of its approach. 
 Just a couple of other points, Mr. Speaker. In 
this environment of recession and what I call right 
wing politics, employers feel emboldened. They feel 
they have the power to do whatever they wish to their 
employees because [they say], You should [consider 
yourself] lucky you have a job. That is the argument 
you hear, You should [consider yourself] lucky to have 
a job, so don’t question what we do, you just accept it. 
You just take it on. I am going to speak in more detail 
later on today, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker. 
in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —Madam Deputy Speaker, about 
some of these issues, but it is a fundamental problem 
when you have a recession, when you have what is 
seen as a pro-business, lukewarm, labour supporter 
Government, the companies feel emboldened to do as 
they please.  

And recently we have seen employers under-
taking some abusive practices against employees, 
and I want to know what is the . . . is there a robust 
position that defends these workers who are being 
marginalised, where an employer can say to some-
one, I don’t want you here anymore, you’re fired. Well, 
you want to fight it? Go and fight it, because they 
know very well the employee does not have the re-
sources to fight it. So Workforce Development has to 
be an advocate on some level for these marginalised 
workers who are not unionised. When you are union-
ised, the employer would not dare carry on in such a 
manner. But the vast majority of workers today are not 
unionised, and they face oppressive policies by em-
ployers. 
 One employer, just in May (I have a copy of 
the letter), said to one employee, We’re changing your 
pay scale. You earn $18.00 an hour, we’re now 
changing that to $8.00 an hour. More than 50 per 
cent! I do not know if that is the exact amount, it is 
$8.00 or $8.50 an hour. And, We expect you to sign 
that agreement by tomorrow. If you don’t sign the 
agreement, then we will take that as your voluntary 
resignation. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Mr. Walton Brown: They would never do that in a 
unionised environment. But in an environment where 
the employer as the big entity takes on the little per-
son, they feel emboldened to do it. Workforce Devel-
opment has limited resources, but the guy is unem-
ployed. Well, he is not going to take him to court; he 
cannot afford to take anybody to court. So I want to 
see a much more robust defence of some basic prin-
ciples of common decency enshrined in the Employ-
ment Act 2000 so that employers cannot do such 
things. 
 On the flip side, Mr. Speaker (I am going to 
put on my employer hat), I think sometimes the way in 
which the Workforce Development [Department] 
seeks to resolve conflict is not always the best ap-
proach. I will just give one example, because I used to 
be involved with a group of our restaurants and I was 
[handling] the HR [human resource].  

We fired an employee because she admitted 
to stealing on a large scale over a . . . I do not know, 
six or seven months. She was stealing by giving away 
free drinks to her friends and taking cash tips—big 
cash tips—instead of charging [for the drinks]. So you 
know, she admitted it and so on, she got fired. But 
because she was on a work permit I had to report it to 
Immigration. She was not about to get another work 
permit. So I was contacted by, what was it called back 
then? Labour . . . something . . . Labour Relations 
Committee and they wanted to sit down and talk to me 
and my colleague about it.  

They said, Well, can we not find some com-
mon ground, some mediation? I said, How do you 
mediate when someone stole? I mean, what common 
ground do you find? 

So not everything lends itself to a happy in-
between position, sometimes you just have to make a 
firm decision. And I found that I wasted two or three 
months with the Labour Relations people trying to find 
a middle ground where there was no middle ground to 
find. I was very disturbed to find, last year, that that 
person—who admitted to stealing—is now back in 
Bermuda working on a work permit when Immigration 
has all the information. I asked the Minister about it, I 
said, How is that possible? What laws permit you to 
give someone a work permit again after they admit to 
stealing? Someone I knew was caught working ille-
gally. She was given a five-year ban from Bermuda. 
She cannot come back for five years. But someone 
who admitted to stealing and got fired, gets their job 
back within, I guess, two years. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: You see, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I am happy to have people make comments 
on the side because sometimes it actually assists. But 
if your only purpose in making comments on the side 
is to irritate, then one has to respond with facts.  
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 You do not always have to go to court if you 
have admitted to having done something wrong. The 
Honourable Member is speaking like a lawyer. He is 
not a lawyer. Someone admits to stealing, they were 
penalised; it is not a question about whether it was 
adjudicated in the court. And I am surprised that the 
Honourable Member who works in a financial institu-
tion would say so.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I guess HSBC paid a lot of fines 
but never went to court. They have paid millions of 
dollars in fines. So I am sure the Honourable Member 
. . . he needs to be careful what rock he sort of lifts up, 
because maybe that is their practice. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I do not know. But I am going to 
leave that alone and I need to be very careful because 
. . . oh, I know, okay. 
 My final comment, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
really has to do with what I see as one of the impera-
tives of the National Training Board . . . I am sorry, the 
Workforce Development and its interconnection with 
the Department of Immigration because they fall un-
der the same Ministry.  

Here you have, no doubt, some very dedi-
cated people who take their responsibility very seri-
ously and want to ensure that Bermudians get trained 
and they get access to employment and opportunities. 
I have no doubt about the sincerity of their efforts. I 
have no doubt that the Chairman of that Committee, 
or that board, is absolutely committed to ensuring that 
people get qualified and get trained and get opportuni-
ties. 
 The disconnect comes when you have com-
panies that conspire to deny Bermudians opportuni-
ties by fabricating ads with qualifications that no Ber-
mudian would ever have, or do all sorts of nefarious 
undertakings. And one option to help reduce that 
presence, Madam Deputy Speaker, is to create a da-
tabase. I see there is a database in place, but I would 
propose an actual database that is linked to Immigra-
tion that talks about every job that gets advertised, 
and gets put into the database. Then you can start to 
see those that are looking for work and you match 
qualifications.  

Those who are seeking work can look into 
that database. That way you can get a much closer 
mirroring and you will not get companies that conspire 
to ensure that the Bermudian applications never get 
seen by closing a mailbox a day before the deadline, 
for example. So if you marry the Workforce Develop-
ment database . . . it is a Nason database because it 
has, I think the report said 450 companies, but we 
have how many businesses in Bermuda? 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. Walton Brown: A few thousand. So we need 
more businesses in Bermuda and have all job post-
ings that have to be advertised in that database and 
you match up people who have an interest, not for 
government to do it, but give the individual the oppor-
tunity to see what is available, have their resumes 
sorted out. Those who need help sorting out a re-
sume, Workforce Development can assist or others 
can assist, but that would ensure a much more sin-
cere commitment to ensuring opportunities for Ber-
mudians, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 So I would encourage the Government to give 
some thought to these concepts because what we 
want to see—and I am hoping all of us want to see—
is a country in which Bermudians come first in the 
country with their genuine opportunities, and that 
those who conspire to deny opportunities are not al-
lowed to get away with it. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion? Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5, Hamilton East, Shadow Minister of Labour 
and Seniors, the Honourable Derrick V. Burgess. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is a bit difficult for 
the Labour Relations Officers to do their work if they 
are not respected. And they are not respected by the 
government. This is a department that probably 
should not even be in government. It should be inde-
pendent of government. 
 Now, you know, I have not talked to anybody 
in the Labour Department, but I am sure they would 
tell you when the BTUC [Bermuda Trade Union Con-
gress] tried to obtain the minutes of a negotiating 
meeting that both sides are entitled to and the minutes 
were not passed on to the BTUC, I am sure the La-
bour Relations Officers advised the Government, 
You’ve got to pass them on. This is the custom and 
practice. You’ve been doing it all along, why for this 
particular meeting have you not passed it on?  

I know any Labour Relations Officer would 
advise . . . in fact, they advised it. They would be sure 
to be advising it to the negotiating team. And I am 
sure, knowing the personalities on the negotiating 
team, those that had it—the three gentlemen for gov-
ernment—wanted to pass the minutes on to the 
BTUC, but they were told not to. And I am sure it an-
noyed them because the chairman of that group is on 
the arbitration tribunal and one of them is a former 
head of one of the employers’ councils in Bermuda, 
and they knew the law, they know the practice, and 
that is not their style. So when you get a government 
demanding or telling, ordering them not to give the 
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minutes, the state of labour relations in this country is 
at a very low . . . low head.  

These types of things should not happen. And 
Madam Deputy Speaker, for those that are listening 
that really do not understand this, normally when you 
start negotiations one is chosen to be the scribe, to 
take the minutes. And you take the minutes and as 
the meeting starts, the next meeting starts, the min-
utes are vetted and approved, and the signed minutes 
are distributed. That is how it is done. But for this par-
ticular meeting why would the government instruct the 
negotiating team not to release the minutes?  

I know the Labour Relations Officers, because 
the Labour Relations Officers really are only meeting 
as conciliators, they try to broker peace, and that is 
why it is called “labour relations,” to try to keep it on a 
good ground. Mind you, it does not always pan out 
like that, but that is their job, and they were denied 
that opportunity. 
 Now, I see a mistake that . . . I do not know if 
it is the Labour Department or who . . . taking direc-
tions or taking . . . well, let us say, directions from the 
court. If you look in the Labour Relations Act, the 
remedies are there. And if you have got to go to court, 
it tells you the reasons why you go to court. You got to 
court on a point of law or to reinforce the judgment 
that was rendered by the tribunal, not for them to 
mess with it and to tell you or infer that every case 
must go to arbitration. Not every case goes to arbitra-
tion because, Madam Deputy Speaker, if you had an 
employee, or an employer, and one struck the other in 
full view of witnesses, and admitted it, and was fired 
on the spot, and he went to the Labour Relations Of-
fice and they investigated it and found all the evi-
dence—Hey, you’re fired. He cannot . . . he can de-
mand that he would like to go to arbitration, but that 
case does not go to arbitration, it is silly.  

And for the court to say (that is what I am be-
ing told) that every case must go to arbitration is non-
sense. It is nonsense. It is a waste of money, and if 
the courts have told them it is there, they are really out 
of the ground. 
 Labour Relations is not meant for the courts. 
That is why the Act is written the way it is—all awards 
are binding and conclusive. And, again, you can go to 
the Supreme Court on a point of law. For example, if 
you had terms of reference and they only referenced 
two issues, let us say, increase in pay, increase in 
sick leave, and the tribunal ruled on that, plus they 
said, Let me give you another week of vacation—they 
cannot do that. That is not their power. They can only 
rule on the terms of reference.  

And even though the Act has got it in there, it 
is not the tribunal that sets the terms of reference, you 
know. The terms of reference are an agreement be-
tween the employer and the employee working along 
with the Labour Relations Officer. They try to broker 
the terms of reference. If that were true, then the 
judge in the Supreme Court would determine what I 

am going to be charged with and they would adjudi-
cate on it. It does not work like that.  

But if they can reach an agreement under the 
terms of reference, the Minister can appoint a tribunal 
to come up with some terms of reference. But that 
same tribunal should not hear the case. You cannot 
set the parameters of what you are going to be 
charged with and then sit on the case. The prosecutor 
cannot be the judge and the judge cannot be the 
prosecutor and the judge, it does not work like that. 
This is one of common sense. 
 So you know, Madam Deputy Speaker, I think 
it is time that Government allows the Labour Relations 
Department to operate as independently as possible. 
They are the experts. They should not be accommo-
dating what I would like to see happen or what some-
one else would like to see happen.  

I remember, it was the . . . I think it was 
maybe the Honourable Quinton Edness who said that 
this Labour Department should be independent from 
government. He was right. He was right then and he is 
right now. So they do not get that interference, regard-
less of who the Government is, because they have to 
work in the interest of good labour relations. So taking 
directions from the court is not the way to go. The 
courts, if they know the law, can only rule on a point of 
law. I am coming on this point of law. I am coming 
because so and so is not abiding by their law and the 
court can make the final order. That is all they can rule 
on. They cannot tell you that every case has to come 
to . . . has to go to arbitration, no way!  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, let me switch a little 
bit. We have mass unemployment in Bermuda by our 
standards right now, but we still have people with 
work permits [for jobs] that Bermudians are qualified 
to do. For example, you have masons in Bermuda, 
carpenters and plumbers on work permits, [but] you 
have qualified Bermudians in these areas unem-
ployed.  
 Now, I would never suggest that because I, as 
an electrician, become unemployed July the 3rd that 
you have got to send my cousin back home to New 
Zealand tomorrow because I am unemployed. No, I 
am not suggesting that. But I suggest that a reason-
able time should be given for my cousin to go back to 
New Zealand in order for a Bermudian to be employed 
because (let me say) foreign workers are human, like 
me. And we have Bermudians overseas working also. 
So we would want them to be treated fairly, and we 
want the foreign workers in Bermuda to be treated 
fairly. And I know that is a big challenge with the La-
bour Department trying to fix that.  

But when you have . . . we saw in a report 
presented (I do not know whether it was last week or 
the week) before from the ombudsman that recom-
mended that this Bermudian be given the job, and that 
was denied. And I am sure if the Minister had asked 
the Labour Relations Department, they would have 
told him the same thing. But when you get people dis-
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regarding the law or disregarding the recommenda-
tions from the ombudsman, disregarding what the La-
bour Relations Department I am sure would have told 
them, maybe they did, you say, Well, my work is in 
vain, because I have got a Government that is throw-
ing around their weight when at the same time Ber-
mudians are unemployed. How do you fix that?  

How do you fix it? When you can espouse 
that the laws are there to protect Bermudians when 
they are really not because we have others still here 
and Bermudians unemployed. 

Now that is another area where the Labour 
Relations Department (maybe another name now, I 
know it as the Labour Relations Department) . . . I 
have a problem changing gears—I know Marketplace 
as Piggly Wiggly, you know, and I still call it Piggly 
Wiggly. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And I call the Labour 
Relations Department . . . that is what I call it. All 
right?  

But they are responsible for assisting Ber-
mudians in finding jobs. Now, that is what . . . I heard 
some chirping, That’s what they do. Yes, I agree. But 
it is very difficult when you say Bermudians do not 
want to take this job offered at, for example, $7.00 an 
hour.  

Bermudians cannot work for $7.00 an hour. 
And then you are bringing in a foreign worker and ex-
ploiting them. Now not all foreign workers are ex-
ploited, but many foreign workers are exploited with 
low pay and they have to work long hours. Bermudi-
ans are not going to take that job. Bermudians have 
got some pride and principle. And at the same time 
the employer is reporting record profits, even in the 
global recession, and these workers are suffering. 

There is no excuse for exploiting workers, 
whether they be foreigners or Bermudians. The Bible 
speaks about that. I do not want to go into that be-
cause many here probably would not understand that. 
So I am not going to go there. I know my cousin be-
hind me, Wayne, would understand that. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. But we should 
not be treating people like that. 

As long as you have the haves and the have-
nots, you are going to have some of the social prob-
lems we are having today.  

How do you fix some of the social problems? 
How do you fix this bad behaviour by some people? 
Certainly, they are not having anything that does not 
fix it—it makes it worse. And I am not trying to find 
excuse for any bad behaviour because I deplore that. 
But that is what it is. And the benefits are not that 
great.  

We have employers today not paying health 
benefits—even the Government, GEHI [Government 
Employee Health Insurance]. People who have to go 
away for medical treatment because it cannot be done 
in Bermuda. Maybe it is a new policy that Government 
has come up with, but they are not paying for the 
overseas treatment. And guess what, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? I know of a case where they paid for a 
worker overseas who had a similar operation as an-
other person that I know of—paid for—I will not call 
the name, but they did that. Now, if they cannot have 
the operation here they go overseas. That has been 
the practice and they paid for it. 

We have some challenges. And one of the 
roles of the Labour Relations Department is to try to 
eradicate these bad practices, because many times 
you have management meetings about problems on 
the job, and normally in those meetings the line staff 
are not there. A lot of the problems—not all the time—
are blamed on unionised workers. You know, it is the 
BPSU [Bermuda Public Services Union] or the BIU 
[Bermuda Industrial Union]. No, the unions want you 
to manage, but manage fairly.  

The unions do not go throwing their weight 
around because you did something right. If you fired 
Johnny because Johnny deserved to be fired, the only 
thing I can do is go on my knees and say, Don’t fire 
Johnny, he’s taking care of his granny, and ask for 
some forgiveness for Johnny. But I cannot tell the 
employer, when Johnny has done something wrong, 
You’ve got to take him back. No union does that, not 
in Bermuda at least.  

But, you know, the unions have a role. Their 
role is to represent people. Because they represent 
people it does not mean to say that the union thinks 
they are right. And sometimes unions tell their people, 
Hey, what you did is wrong. Let me see what I can do. 
See if I can get a reprieve somewhere here or there. 
And sometimes they work in conjunction with the La-
bour Relations Department. We were trying to get this 
worker back on the job. But neither party comes with 
any power to say, You’ve got to take him back. And 
sometimes they are successful because we do have 
some good employers. We do have some good em-
ployers. 

And Madam Deputy Speaker, you know, I am 
concerned about the workers in this country, even the 
so-called professional workers. I think all workers are 
professional. But I know of cases where Bermudians 
who have the qualifications are working alongside my 
cousins from overseas and getting lower pay and not 
getting the benefits that my cousins from overseas 
get. And what do you think happens when the Ber-
mudian finds out? Some of them keep quiet because 
they are afraid to talk because they will be black-
balled, and some have been blackballed. And, you 
know, I would say that when you are frightened in 
your own country, we have got some problems. 
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And when you have politicians thinking that  
because Pink Beach says, Well, I’m going to give you 
50 per cent of the jobs for Bermudians—you think that 
is great . . . there is nothing great about that. We 
fought that back in the 1970s . . . to get the ratio of 
Bermudians up over non-Bermudians. And now we 
are saying it is, what? The Government is saying, 
Well, it’s better than nothing.  

You could not go down to Barbados and do 
that—nowhere! You protect Bermudians first! These 
are our cousins, brothers and sisters! And because 
some of us have arrived at a certain height we think 
we can disregard people? It is very dangerous to do 
that. You will live with that until you die. You have got 
to take care of your own first and we are not doing 
that here in Bermuda. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I was informed 
about a ballot that was taken and— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have one minute and 18 
seconds. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, that has got to be 
wrong. I am appealing to the Labour Relations De-
partment to help me out. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, it would not make sense for me to even go 
any further. I thank you. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I did not mean to stop your— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, no, that is okay. 
You are most kind, my dear. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 34, Sandys South Central, Shadow 
Minister of Health, Mrs. [sic] Kim N. Wilson. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: It is Ms. Kim Wilson. Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: It is “Ms.” 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: If I went by “Mrs.” I would be Mrs. 
Simmons. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 

Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want to con-
tribute for a few moments on this particular debate, 
the tabling of the report of the National Training 
Board. 
 I think the starting point I would like to look at 
really quickly is the Act. And with your leave I would 
like to just read a couple of provisions from the Na-
tional Training Board Act 1997 which, as you would 
know, requires, amongst other things, that a report be 
tabled with this House concerning the actions of the 
National Training Board.  

Actually before I dive into my comments I, too, 
would like to actually join the choir insofar as ac-
knowledging the tremendous hard work and dedica-
tion of the team that works with the Department of . . . 
I do not know what their name is now . . . Workforce 
Development. I had the great opportunity as the for-
mer Minister charged with this department to work 
very closely with those persons that are actually sitting 
here in the House now in their technical roles. So I, 
too, applaud their work. 
 Notwithstanding that, I would like to return to 
the legislation. And under the legislation one of the 
functions of the board (and I am reading from [section] 
4(1)(h)), indicates that the Minister (and of course this 
is the Minister charged with Workforce Development) 
the Minister responsible shall “direct or assist in the 
placement of Bermudians who are seeking employ-
ment in Bermuda.” 
 And then if we go on under section 9 of that 
said Act . . . I am just scrolling down real quickly, 
sorry. Section 9 of the Act goes on to speak about 
some of the policy directions or the functions of the 
Minister. And it says, quote, “The Minister may give 
policy directions. The Minister” (and, again, that would 
be the Minister in charge of Workforce Development) 
“may, after consultation with the Board” (that is the 
National Training Board), “give such general or spe-
cific direction as to the policy to be followed by the 
Board in the performance of its functions.”  

And as we indicated previously, one of the 
performances of the board’s functions is with respect 
to assisting with and finding suitable employment for 
Bermudians. 
 Now, when we look at that particular mandate 
and we measure that with the other mandate from this 
exact same Minister wearing his Immigration hat, you 
could see that there are . . . as many might suggest, 
or as behaviour would suggest, somewhat contradic-
tory reactions or conflicting actions with respect to the 
mandate to take steps to help Bermudians find suit-
able employment, as the Minister responsible for 
Workforce. And then at the same time being the Min-
ister responsible for Immigration, seemingly taking 
steps and policy directions as he guides over the Im-
migration Ministry that seem completely contrary to 
assisting Bermudians find employment. 



2608 3 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

I will dig into that in a few moments, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, but if I can refer you to page 13 of 
the report, it speaks to the number of work place-
ments made 2013/14. And the first paragraph says 
“the Department of Workforce Development is 
charged with helping Bermudians to find suitable em-
ployment in all industry sectors.” 

Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, you too would 
be familiar with the most recent labour force survey 
(the 2014 Government Labour Force Survey) which 
showed that we currently, which showed that we are 
currently experiencing unemployment at 9 per cent. In 
fact, it is the highest on record ever seen in Bermuda 
for unemployment figures. You will also note that that 
same report showed that of those unemployed, per-
sons of PRCs and white Bermudians only represented 
2 per cent of that figure.  

So effectively, Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
have a situation where we are seeing high levels of 
unemployment. We have a situation where a Minister 
is charged with ensuring that he takes steps by policy 
direction and formation to help Bermudians find suit-
able employment. Yet, we also have the same Minis-
ter who is also seized with taking certain policy direc-
tions as it relates to Immigration. And effectively, by 
virtue of the behaviour that we have seen demon-
strated by this Government, these two matters are 
diametrically opposed. 

When we talk about the policies, the Immigra-
tion policies that we have heard in recent . . . well, in 
the last two years, Madam Deputy Speaker (and my 
friend to my right referred to those), it is concerning 
that . . . and I think that we, unfortunately, have not at 
this point been able to help to convince the Govern-
ment of the need for comprehensive immigration re-
form. If we want to speak about a mandate that says 
that we need to help Bermudians find suitable jobs, 
we also have to look at that under the guise of what 
our current immigration policy is. Because on one 
hand we cannot be directing policy that says we have 
to help Bermudians find employment, but on the other 
hand direct policy concerning immigration which nar-
rows or limits the prospects of suitably qualified Ber-
mudians getting that same employment. The two do 
not add up. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, when we look at 
2013, over 1,000 jobs were lost here in Bermuda. And 
we recognise that the local economy and our model 
are changing. We know that there is a lot of outsourc-
ing going on, we know that there is tremendous glob-
alisation that, of course, Bermuda is being affected by, 
and many of the jobs that have been lost in recent 
times will not be returning to Bermuda. So bearing all 
of those factors in mind, I find it difficult to compre-
hend how the policies that this Government is adopt-
ing, particularly as it relates to immigration, are con-
sistent with their mandate for helping to find suitable 
employment for Bermudians.  

In addition to the 9 per cent unemployment, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, let us speak about the per-
sons that are underemployed, the thousands of indi-
viduals that are working in areas they are either 
[greatly] overqualified for, or they are underemployed. 
Let us talk about the numbers of Bermudians that are 
working from day-to-day concerned that they will be 
laid off, concerned that tomorrow they may go to work 
and be given a pink slip and not have any other em-
ployment opportunities. Let us talk about all the Ber-
mudians that . . . if you collectively put those percent-
ages that are unemployed and the percentages that 
they say . . . some reports indicate as many as 5,600 
persons are underemployed, we are looking at 8,180 
people being underemployed or unemployed. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, according to our La-
bour Force Survey, that represents 21 per cent of our 
labour force. So, effectively, that is somebody in 
somebody’s direct family that is either unemployed or 
underemployed or at risk of being laid off in the near 
future. And that obviously plays heavily on a person’s 
individual mind in the way that they operate with re-
spect to their living.  

We are seeing that the wages have de-
creased by 3.5 per cent and the cost of living contin-
ues to go up—BELCO, food, everything. So the prices 
are going up and [wages are] going down. And I have 
to ask myself, when we look at the policies that have 
been implemented by this Government, where does 
the Government . . . where is their commitment as it 
relates— 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: —to helping Bermudians to find 
suitable employment? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. I do not wish to de-
fend BELCO here, but actually electricity rates have 
gone down quite dramatically from last September. 
They are now 30 [per cent] or 40 per cent below 
where they were before. So to suggest that they are 
going up every day is patently wrong. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 34. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
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 Madam Deputy Speaker, the issue concerning 
the Government’s commitment, the question I ask is, 
Where is the Government’s commitment as it relates 
to helping Bermudians to find suitable employment, as 
is indicated in the legislation and in this report? 

We have a situation where the Government, 
through its policies, has effectively provided big busi-
nesses with benefits and tax [breaks] under the guise 
of operating under this trickle-down economics, and 
that eventually Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda will be the 
beneficiaries of some of these concessions that are 
being granted to big business. We saw this morning 
the tabling of a notice with respect to concessions, 
very grand insofar as financial concessions being of-
fered to, albeit a company that is going to be coming 
here associated with America’s Cup. But we are see-
ing tax breaks for big businesses. We are seeing all 
these types of initiatives that are being supported by 
the Government to support big businesses, but other 
. . . The average Bermudian wants to know, Well, 
what about me? What are you doing to help me, in 
accordance with your mandate, to find suitable em-
ployment? 

We have already spoken about the Govern-
ment promising 2,000 jobs. And all we are seeing is 
job loss after job loss, notwithstanding the way that 
the economy is going. But the issue that I think has to 
be discussed is, What is the Government’s policy and 
what is the Government’s priority as it relates to help-
ing Bermudians to find suitable employment? We 
have seen no plan, Madam Deputy Speaker. We have 
seen no suggestion of a plan, save for this trickle-
down economics by this Government to say, This is 
what we would do. 

You might ask what would a PLP Government 
do? A PLP Government would look to do things to 
diversify the economy, to grow the economy, to do 
things so that jobs can be raised by . . . so that jobs 
. . . the issue concerning increasing of jobs can be 
provided so those 8,100 Bermudians that are either 
underemployed or unemployed will be able to seek 
employment, become employed and pay for the ex-
penses that they need day-to-day to live. Diversifying 
the economy, such as utilising the Green Economy, 
utilising tax free zones, there are a number of things 
that we have promoted as a means of which we can 
grow and diversify our economy. 

Unfortunately, we do not see a plan here. And 
it begs the question, again, What is this Government 
doing to help in fulfilling their mandate, as indicated in 
the report that has just been tabled, to help Bermudi-
ans to find suitable employment? Because I suspect 
that the 8,100 Bermudians that are either underem-
ployed or unemployed are asking that question and 
are still waiting for the answers. 

So in that regard, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
will close by just saying this: I think it is critical for us 
to look at the legislation that requires this to be tabled 
and ask ourselves, Is this . . . the Minister who is 

charged with Workforce Development has as his remit 
under the legislation the power to affect and direct 
policy of the board, and one of the functions of the 
board is to help Bermudians to find suitable employ-
ment in all industries. So one must ask, given the Min-
ister’s remit, given the board’s remit, What is the Gov-
ernment doing to help Bermudians to find suitable 
employment?  

Because their actions do not suggest that they 
are keeping with the policy and their direction. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion that is before us, that this Hon-
ourable House take note of the report entitled National 
Training Board Annual Report? 
 There are no other Members. 
 
[The House took note of the Report entitled “National 
Training Board Annual Report 2013/14.”] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Then we will proceed with the 
Order Paper. 
 I believe we are not . . . we would . . . if I 
would recognise the Premier so that he could bring 
forth a motion. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Third reading. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Third reading? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
move that Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable 
me to move that the Bill entitled the Proceeds of 
Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015 be 
read a third time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It has been moved that Stand-
ing Order 21 be suspended. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 There are no objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PROCEEDS OF CRIME (ASSET RETENTION) 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
move that the Bill entitled the Proceeds of Crime (As-
set Retention) Amendment Act 2015 be now read the 
third time by its title only and passed. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It has been moved that the Bill 
entitled Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amend-
ment Act 2015 being read for the third time be 
passed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The Proceeds of Crime (Asset Reten-
tion) Amendment Act 2015 was read a third time and 
passed.] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 There being no other business of the day the 
Chair recognises the Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I move that we adjourn until next Friday, 
July 10th. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There being no other business 
the Chair recognises the Member from constitu-
ency 17, Pembroke Central, Shadow Minister of Im-
migration and External Affairs, Mr. C. Walton D. 
Brown. 
 You have the floor. 
 

OMBUDSMAN REPORT AND MINISTER FAHY’S 
COMMENTS  

 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Early this week, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
went to a discussion with people who are interested in 
having a chat about Bermuda, about some historical 
issues. I was invited, actually, to speak about my book 
and aspects of that which they were studying. But as I 
sat down, Madam Deputy Speaker, all they wanted to 
do was talk about immigration. I said, Don’t you want 
to talk about the first chapter? They wanted to talk 
about immigration. 

And there was a very poignant comment 
made by one of the ladies present, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. She said very, very tearfully, When I go to 
sleep at night, sometimes I don’t want to wake up. 
She said, I don’t want to wake up. but what compels 
me to get up every morning is I have children. And 
she started to talk about her plight looking for work for 
the past three years. Her comments were echoed by 

other people, specifically at this seminar, and it be-
came the topic of discussion. 

So clearly the issue of immigration, immigra-
tion policy, and the Government’s position on a range 
of immigration issues, Madam Deputy Speaker, has 
punctuated the minds of this group and, no doubt, 
many others. And they have called for some urgent 
action on this issue. 

I am going to come back to the set of pro-
posed actions that this group began to contemplate, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, as the conclusion of my re-
marks, but I just wanted to start out with that emo-
tional sentiment because it came . . . it was spontane-
ous and sincere. It reflected the views of others in that 
room, and I do not think anyone here would want to 
make flippant comments about an expression that is 
so genuine, one fraught with fear and anxiety about 
the future. So that is the context of my remarks today, 
Madam Deputy Speaker.  

But what we see taking place in this country is 
a series of policies and practices that just seem to 
create a level of marginalisation that Bermudians have 
never felt before. And as one person said, I don’t even 
feel like I belong in my own country anymore. I don’t 
feel like I belong in my own country anymore. And I 
could say very little. I just sat there . . . I just . . . I lis-
tened. I listened. My honourable colleague, Kim Wil-
son, was there as well, and we listened. 

And then every day you get stories of just . . . 
abuse in the work place. And so I want to talk about 
two particular cases of what I see as very, very clear 
abuse in the work place, the marginalisation of people 
and the Government’s culpability in that marginalisa-
tion. 

I want to first read a letter, if you will permit 
me, Madam Deputy Speaker, a letter that was sent by 
a company to a Bermudian employee. This Ber-
mudian employee received a contract in May of 
2014—I am trying not to give too many specifics out, I 
am not sure I should identify the person as yet, but we 
will see. In May 2014 this person was given a contract 
of employment by this employer. On February 6th of 
this year, Madam Deputy Speaker, the employee re-
ceived a letter from the employer, and contained in 
that letter are the following.  

[Before I read that], his wage was $18.00 an 
hour when he was hired. In a letter sent to him Febru-
ary 6, 2015, the general manager said, “After consid-
erable research and deliberation, please be advised 
that effective Monday, March 2, 2015 your new hourly 
rate will be $9.50 an hour and that you will also be 
eligible to receive a distribution of the rooms gratuity." 

You will be eligible.  
So, from $18.00 an hour to $9.50 an hour—no 

discussion, no negotiation, an arbitrary decision by an 
employer.  

“To accept this” (I continue, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, reading) “please complete the attached ac-
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knowledgement and acceptance form and return to 
the HR manager within a week.”  

And I quote again, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
“If we do not receive your form by this date, we will 
assume that you no longer wish to continue your em-
ployment at Coral Beach and Tennis Club and that 
you are giving us notice of your voluntary resignation.”  

This is 2015. We have an employer acting in a 
difficult climate in the most egregious manner to effec-
tively tell someone—You need to accept a 50 per cent 
pay cut or you’re out—in 2015.  

I know I cannot reflect on a previous debate, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, but we have government 
entities that are there to protect people from this kind 
of abuse. To date there has been no resolution. And 
then you wonder why people get angry? One person 
on his own cannot fight a big company. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes. Oh, yes, they can. Yes. Yes. 

This person has been to government depart-
ments—no recourse. This company, as far as I am 
concerned, is acting illegally with impunity.  

Who can say to someone, You’re going to go 
from $18.00 to $9.50 an hour . . . and we may give 
you some of the [tips] from the room gratuity? These 
are the kinds of policies that the Government needs to 
challenge. And you can challenge it indirectly or you 
can challenge it directly. Because we are talking about 
the plight of yet another young Bermudian who is now 
angry, who is now frustrated, and who is now unem-
ployed.  

And yes, a cynic will say, Better to take the 
$9.50 than to have no job at all. What about dignity? 
What about a sense of dignity at work?  
 Government has a whole section in its em-
ployment that talks about dignity at work. Let us apply 
it elsewhere. This is a violation of the Employment Act 
2000. Yes, you can go to a lawyer. A lawyer is going 
to ask for money up front, but you are unemployed, 
what disposable income will many have in a recession 
to fight this? Most hotels are unionised so an em-
ployer would never countenance such an egregious 
act, but in a non-unionised environment, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, this happens. 

This is just one that I have documentation for. 
You know, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am very reluc-
tant to speak out on stuff unless I can back it up be-
cause people somehow do not believe when I give 
information. Now I have to have documentation for 
everything. 

I do not come here to malign and to stir the 
pot. I come here because there are real issues that 
have to be addressed. What are you going to do 
about this, Government? What recourse . . . what re-
course does one have? 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  

Mr. Walton Brown: And so the Honourable Minister 
for Economic Development, the Honourable Dr. Gib-
bons, wants to know if I have taken this to the Minis-
ter. This has been in the government department for 
the last six to eight months. So yes, I will be taking it 
to the Government Minister, but— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: You see, that is exactly the kind 
of smug comment, Madam Deputy Speaker, that is 
inappropriate. I received the information, the individual 
has filed a complaint with this government, govern-
ment has not acted, and the Minister says, Why ha-
ven’t you given it to the Minister?  

I will give it to the Minister. I will give it to the 
Minister. I want a commitment from the Minister that 
the Minister will address what is clearly an illegal act. 
There is no point . . . there is no point in just taking it 
to the Minister— 
 
An Hon. Member: Collective responsibility. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —if he is not going to act. 
 
An Hon. Member: All of you are guilty for this. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: This is a Government issue,— 
 
An Hon. Member: Collective responsibility. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —so I want to know— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am not able to hear— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I cannot hear the speaker who 
is still— 
 
[Gavel]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, I cannot hear the 
speaker! I will not have disrespect in this House. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 This information will be given to the Minister 
along with the other information I have given to the 
Minister about an employee who stole and got fired, 
who got kicked off the island, who is now back work-
ing. And he is yet to answer that issue. I have spoken 
to him on three occasions about it. I have spoken to 
the Junior Minister about it. So I will take this to the 



2612 3 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Minister, but I want to know that it is not just a ques-
tion of me taking it to the Minister, I want the Minister 
to act in decisive ways. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry, the Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Seven. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Seven. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber said he has spoken to the Junior Minister. I be-
lieve the case that he has spoken to me about, I told 
him that it was being investigated. And I spoke to the 
Minister about it, and that is what I was told, that it is 
in train; it is being investigated. If that is the same 
case that the Honourable Member spoke to me about. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Seventeen. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —[constituency] 17. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Honourable Member knows I was talking to him, in 
that instance, about Arruda Construction, a company 
that was hiring a Pilipino worker illegally, where you 
kicked the worker out of the Island but you have not 
yet made a decision on whether the company that 
hired him is culpable.  

That is an easy thing. If the guy has left the Is-
land because he worked illegally, the company that 
hired him has to have broken the law . . . but you are 
still investigating. That is just bizarre.  
 So I question the Government’s commitment 
to address these issues. The issue that I am speaking 
about is the employee who worked in a restaurant/bar 
(which I talked about during the debate), and I have 
spoken to you about it and the Minister . . . an em-
ployee who stole by giving away free liquor to the tune 
of thousands of dollars. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am sorry, I know I am 
getting old, but I do not recollect that conversation 
with the Honourable Member. I do not. I remember 
talking about Arruda Construction. I do not recall that 
conversation, not in the particulars that he said just 
now . . . I remember, sorry. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 That is why we have Hansard because I actu-
ally mentioned it during the debate. That is okay. We 
will get Hansard. I will show it to the Honourable 
Member, and I am hoping that he will act appropriately 
after I have given him the information that I said to him 
on the floor. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Deputy Speaker, let me 
move on from this egregious act by Coral Beach, 
which I will present to the Minister, to yet another is-
sue. I will also present it to the media to see if they will 
write about it. I find it very odd that the Government is 
quick to act when someone has violated a work permit 
and puts out wanted posters, but continues to protect 
companies that engage in such actions. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The second issue, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, relates to the ombudsman’s report and 
that particular issue of the professional who basically 
was just mistreated by Government. And I will con-
cede right away that that professional has been mis-
treated for almost 20 years, almost 20 years. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, it might be easier just 
to focus on— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Okay, okay. 
 Like I said, Madam Deputy Speaker, for 20 
years— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Six minutes? 

For 20 years the person has been mistreated. 
I spent an hour and half with that person, that profes-
sional, on Wednesday morning, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. And it is just absolutely outrageous that she 
could be mistreated in this way, to have an applica-
tion, to pretend that it did not exist, [and] where the 
Minister could say that he determined that she is not 
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qualified is outrageous! The Minister has no technical 
competence whatsoever. The application went in— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber is saying that the Minister has . . . has no right 
to— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: That is not a point of order. No, 
no, no, no. That is not a point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, either you can make 
a— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He is misleading the 
House. He is misleading the House, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Misleading, thank you. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He needs to take his 
seat. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, please proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order.  

Take your seat, Honourable Member. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order, please. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House. 
 
An Hon. Member: How? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He is misleading the 
House. He said that the Minister does not have the 
technical competency. He is the Minister and the leg-
islation says that he can make a decision based on 
the facts that he is presented with— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —and his technical offi-
cers. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber may not like it, but that is the way it works.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. Thank 
you. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He may not like it, but— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat please. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: You know one of my assump-
tions, Madam Deputy Speaker, was that English com-
prehension was a basic requirement for being in this 
Parliament. The Minister has the authority; he does 
not have the technical competence. That is the is-
sue—authority versus technical competence. So he 
has the authority to do it. He did it. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, the point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Honourable— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute, the point of or-
der is? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The point of order is that 
the Minister is advised by his technical officers— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, your point of order? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He gets advice from his 
. . . he is misleading the House. The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Minister is ad-
vised— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I cannot have two 
Members standing.  
 Thank you. 
 Please proceed. 
 



2614 3 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House. The Minister takes ad-
vice from his technical officers. He relies on his tech-
nical officers for advice. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: It would do well for the Honour-
able Member to actually read the Minister’s comments 
because the Minister said he did not take the advice 
from his compliance people. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ah! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: He did not take the advice. So if 
you want to defend the Minister, at least . . . let us de-
fend on the proper facts. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Come on, Sylvan. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It might be wise just to speak 
to the Chair. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I was. My eyesight is always chal-
lenged, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: But let me just say that I have 
seen a letter. I did not copy it. But I have seen a letter 
from the manager of the post office box who has writ-
ten, I guess an affidavit or something, to say he put 
the professional’s application in the mailbox.  

You rent mailboxes on a monthly basis. You 
have no reason to close a mailbox before the end of 
the month because you have already paid for it. And 
so for the Minister to do what he has done is abso-
lutely outrageous! The Minister needs to revoke the 
work permit of the person who had an issue because 
it was done under false pretences . . . false pretences.  

And if the Minister is supported by the Cabi-
net, it is a Government position. How could you sit by 
and allow the continuation of the abuse of this profes-
sional? I fully admit, for 20 years . . . and I do not want 
to hear any nonsense about 14 years because I was 
not there, what is wrong is wrong and— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: What is wrong is wrong. And I will 
quote, like I said, the Job Makers Act was flawed from 
its first design to its second design—fundamentally 

flawed. I do not care who put it together. So the mis-
treatment of this professional has continued and it 
needs to stop. The Minister needs to act responsibly. 
The Minister needs to sort that out. 

How much time do I have left, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Three minutes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Three minutes. 
 So the final point, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
going back to the ladies of the round table . . . so 
much . . . the ladies of the round table, they are at the 
point, Madam Deputy Speaker, where they say . . . 
And this is all on their own. I am sitting back listening.  

They are sick and tired. One lady says she 
detests everything that comes out of the mouth of the 
Minister of Immigration, and they want to act. They 
want to find ways to demonstrate to the Government 
that they have had enough, they are sick and tired. 
There was no provocation on my part. I wanted to talk 
about my book. There was no provocation on my part.  

They are fundamentally and deeply con-
cerned. They are in pain. And for those that like to 
keep score, this was a medley of Bermudian people—
black, white, young, old, rich and poor—but all 
women, that was the only sort of single demographic. 
So it represents . . . this vision that has nothing to do 
with any of the demographics that people like to harp 
about. 
 So I would encourage the Government, once 
again, to be empathetic, demonstrate through your 
words and your deeds that you care because there 
are people who fundamentally believe that you do not 
care because they do not believe the Minister of Im-
migration cares. And in that context, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, people are going to act. None of us want to 
see disruption, but I can assure you . . . I can assure 
you, people who are so frustrated, who feel they have 
little hope left, will act.  

And I say this with the best of intentions: 
Pause, let us sit back; let us figure out a way to re-
duce the tension and to reduce the anxiety. And just 
to dismiss someone’s concern as being depressed, 
demonstrates no understanding, no compassion 
whatsoever, for the underlying conditions of that posi-
tion . . . people are frustrated for a reason. People are 
depressed for a reason. And if the Government con-
tinues to ignore it, then the Government will feel the 
consequences of the collective action of people in this 
country. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion to adjourn? 
 There are no other Members. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 33, Sandys South, Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons. 
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Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. And I do not want to hear any talking while I 
am talking. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, it is . . . I will 
do the best I can. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: That is okay. There is a 
standing invitation for anybody who has got mouth. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, these are the words 
that are used to refer to our Minister of Immigration by 
some members of our public: the Minister of Foreign 
Employment Procurement, the Honourable Minister 
from Canada, and that Canadian. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we have a serious 
problem here. A credibility gap exists between a Gov-
ernment that says it represents Bermudians and a 
Minister supported by a Cabinet and supported by a 
Government that operates against the best interests 
of the Minister . . . [rather] operates against the best 
interests of Bermudians. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we have witnessed 
over the past— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Please have a seat. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: That Honourable 
Member is clearly— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute, one moment.  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22, Paget East. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 That Honourable Member is clearly [imputing] 
improper motives and should retract that comment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member . . . Member— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The rules are very 
clear— 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. Thank you. 
 I can only ever have one person . . . thank you 
very much, have a seat. 
 Thank you. 
 And excuse me, for the Member that is stand-
ing to his feet, if it is something that I rule it will be that 
way, but please proceed. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

Look at the record. It was a One Bermuda Al-
liance Government that ran under a promise they 
would not scrap term limits, they would merely sus-
pend them. That was a promise. That was a promise 
that when we on this side campaigned, [they] said, 
You know these guys are lying, right? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. (I’ve got to do 
something with this lamp.) 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Twenty-two. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —[constituency] 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The promise, as I 
remember, was that term limits would be reviewed 
and suspended; but they would be reviewed. We re-
viewed them and we determined that they were— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Member, 
just have a seat for a quick second— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Just for a quick second. I will 
recognise you in a second. 
 Member from constituency 33, I will only ever 
have one person standing up at a time. I recognised 
the individual who had a point of order. With all due 
respect, please respect the rules of the House. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. The promise was that term limits would be 
reviewed and suspended. When we got into power, 
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we discovered that term limits were creating incalcu-
lable damage— 
 
An Hon. Member: No! No! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —to the economy in 
terms of international business and they were imme-
diately dispensed with. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
the ads that the One Bermuda Alliance ran, the plat-
form that the One Bermuda Alliance ran under, said, 
We will suspend term limits—not scrap them. It was 
said repeatedly. We were called liars when we said, 
They’re getting rid of term limits. We were called liars. 
People tend to remember things like that, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 So this promise was made, it was swiftly and 
quickly broken, whatever excuses want to be made, 
and it resulted in a march on—the first march—on this 
Parliament. No honeymoon period, because you 
broke a promise that you made. How many people 
would have gone along with this charade if they had 
known and had believed what we had said, that any-
body who said they were going to suspend term limits 
from the One Bermuda Alliance, and not scrap them, 
was probably being fictitious.  
 But Madam Deputy Speaker, let us continue. 
Let us look at the record of the Minister of Foreign 
Employment Procurement, as my constituents refer to 
him. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, you will ei-
ther continue to refer to as your constituents, but in 
this House can we say the Honourable, please, and 
refer to the Minister as the Minister, if that is what you 
are intending is. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Absolutely. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
look at the record further. So after breaking an elec-
tion promise and scrapping term limits, it led to a 
march on Parliament. We then had an attempt to 
amend the Immigration policy to allow the children of 
expatriates— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member— 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute, please. 
 The Chair . . . You have to remember that 
individuals [who are listening in] do not know who is 
speaking. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. It was in discussion. It was never put forward 
as legislation. It was discussed, it was consulted with, 
and then it was cast aside. So the Honourable Mem-
ber— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —is misleading the 
House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Madam Deputy Speaker, it 
is not an issue of deceiving this House. It is an issue 
of comprehension for that Honourable Member. If he 
would listen, before he leaps in defence of the Hon-
ourable Minister, he would have heard what I said. 
There was an attempt—an attempt . . . it was never 
brought forward as legislation, it was floated. And the 
people, rightly so, told them to take that garbage back 
to where it belongs. 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: But Madam Deputy 
Speaker, they told them to take that garbage back 
where it belongs because there was a mindset—a 
mindset based on this Government—that would say 
that we think, while there is an economic crisis brew-
ing, while there are Bermudians unemployed, wouldn’t 
it be neat to have the children of ex-pats have a 
chance to have a job in Bermuda? That was the 
mindset that our people saw and rejected. And they 
would have [been] rejected at the polls had this Gov-
ernment had the decency to float that idea before De-
cember 17th. 
 So Madam Deputy Speaker, let us continue. 
You are forced to back down over trying to give the 
rights to the children of expatriates to work for sum-
mer jobs . . . forced to back down. You then had the 
Job Makers Act Amendment passed to make it easier 
for people to gain PRC status. You have the amend-
ment to the Companies Act to grant exempt compa-
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nies the right to acquire residential land. You have the 
introduction of the concept of commercial immigration 
and selling Bermudian status. You have the an-
nouncement in July 23, 2014, that the OBA will allow 
PRCs to be granted status on the grounds that long-
term residents have the right to seek citizenship, 
which coincidentally, when we raised this during the 
election (that they would attempt to do this), we were 
called liars.  

Yes.  
I do not hear a point of order on that? 

 So let us continue. We had the new work 
permit policy and it included the Bermudian Employ-
ment Visa, allowing qualifying firms to hire non-
Bermudians as 20 per cent of their staff without hav-
ing to advertise or apply for a work permit. Hmmm. Let 
us continue. Minister Fahy was forced to withdraw the 
Employment Visa proposal under protest. And we go 
on and on. 
 But what we have seen, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, is an immigration approach that was not 
what the people of this country were aware of before 
they bought the product. It is not an agenda that the 
people had any clue would have been on the agenda 
based on the pre-election pronouncements of the One 
Bermuda Alliance. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I remember there 
was an election years ago where somebody was re-
ferred to as a “shyster.” And while I would not deni-
grate this House by referring to the Government by 
any term like that, I could understand very well that 
there are people in this community who would use 
that term to refer to this Government. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the latest episode 
with the Minister, the Honourable Minister and the 
ombudsman is symptomatic of a cultural disease (is 
the best term I can put for it) within the One Bermuda 
Alliance—a knee-jerk reaction to take care of anyone 
else but a Bermudian. This is the problem. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, treason is defined 
as somebody who operates against the interests of 
their country or their people. They are treasonists. 
And I would ask . . . the actions of the Honourable 
Minister in relation to the ombudsman’s report, how 
would you define that? How would the people define 
that? I expect that a Minister of Immigration of any 
party . . . and you know and they know that I have not 
been happy with very many of them. But I expect 
them to operate on the best interests of Bermudians 
because they are the people who pay their salary, 
they are the people who . . . well, unlike this Honour-
able Minister, vote them in.  

But we have seen a bait-and-switch. We have 
seen a manipulation to achieve an agenda that the 
public have never had a chance to sign off on. They 
have never examined it. They have never had a 
chance to debate. And when these issues were raised 
there was, Oh, you guys are lying. Point of order, you 
are misleading the House—that was the mindset. 

 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, when it comes 
to immigration there is not a word that can come from 
the One Bermuda Alliance and their Honourable Min-
ister of Immigration that any Bermudian should be-
lieve. They should not believe it because as honour-
able as they may be in this House, they are darned 
sure dishonourable outside of this Chamber. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 15— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I am going to yield. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 There are no other Members. The House is 
called— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, I was yielding to a Mem-
ber of the Government, but they seem to have got-
ten— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I was recognising 
you. I do have a difficult problem with this. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 15, Shadow Minister of Public Safety, Mr. 
Walter H. Roban. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
was yielding to a Member of the Government. I was 
trying to be an Honourable Member in this House to 
allow them to speak, but— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I appreciate that. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: It seems they have gotten shy 
or perhaps they do not desire to stand to defend their 
policies, Mr. Speaker [sic]. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you have got my full . 
. . I am not “Mr. Speaker.” 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
would expect the Government to want to stand to de-
fend their policies. You know, that is what we expect. 
But perhaps the Government is a little shy, a little reti-
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cent, perhaps a little timid about standing in a coura-
geous way for policies that they presumably have all 
been in agreement with for the past two and a half 
years. 
 But Madam Deputy Speaker, I can say one 
thing, if I can just mention, the only thing I fault my 
honourable colleague from constituency 17 for doing 
with the speech that he gave just now, was that he 
actually pleaded for the Government to pause, to ac-
tually have some sense of dignity when dealing with 
the issues of our people. I do not understand why the 
Honourable Member dared to get up and make that 
plea because we have had two and a half years of the 
same behaviour when it comes, particularly, to immi-
gration.  

And as the gentlemen who preceded him as 
the Shadow for Home Affairs, I certainly spent over a 
year having to deal with the headaches that this Hon-
ourable Member has been dealing with since he [has 
been] in the seat with the Honourable Minister who 
sits in another place, and his policies which have 
drawn members of the public to this House in anger. 
That is what we have seen. 

We have seen repeated steps which can be 
described as nothing else but deception . . . deception 
to the wishes and aspirations of the people of Ber-
muda from that particular Minister who represents the 
Cabinet and the Government of Bermuda. So there is 
collective responsibility in everything that that Hon-
ourable Minister has carried out. 

I heard the Honourable Member on that side 
get up on a point of order as it relates to a promise 
that was made. Well, the public knows what the prom-
ise was, and the public knows the promise that was 
not kept around the term limit policy. The public also 
knows what was proposed by the Honourable Minister 
and his Government as it relates to allowing the chil-
dren of work permit holders to not be under permit 
control to work. That was proposed by that Govern-
ment and then, lo and behold, they then tried to blame 
it on the PLP.  

It was only through the efforts of an honour-
able person who sits outside of this House, namely 
the president of the Bermuda Industrial Union, who 
provided evidence that it was not proposed by the 
PLP, and it was then withdrawn. That is what hap-
pened, that is the level of deception that the people 
have had to be subjected to around immigration pol-
icy. 

We have had . . . and my honourable col-
league who sits for [constituency] 17 has pointed out 
certain policy initiatives that were in drafts of the new 
permit policy that when the final policy came out they 
were not in there. And the Honourable Member spoke 
to that at one point about something in particular that 
was in the draft policy, but when you go to the policy 
that is on the website it is not there. That is the level of 
deception that we have seen from that Honourable 
Minister and this Government around immigration. 

We have seen this Government propose 
things or promise things pre-election which they have 
withdrawn post-election. That is what we have seen 
from this Government. And we have also seen a rela-
tionship by this Government turned into a farce, that is 
the relationship between the unions and Government.  

Well, I have said to people outside this House, 
and I am quite happy to say it now, how . . . you can-
not expect much from a Minister who, prior to Decem-
ber 2012, was anti-union, anti-worker, anti-labour. 
What do you expect? A Minister who leads the charge 
to essentially take away the rights of workers, propose 
legislation to take away the rights of transport workers 
to not strike, contrary to the ILO conventions. A Minis-
ter of Labour proposing a measure in law contrary to 
ILO conventions, incredible, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
A Government that proposes a change to legislation 
that then had to essentially see fall away, that is con-
trary to ILO conventions, against the right of workers, 
essentially, against the human rights of working peo-
ple. That is what we have seen from this Government, 
deception, actions that have put the rights of workers 
at risk. And what do you expect? 

I am not surprised by the response of the 
Honourable Minister to the ombudsman’s report be-
cause that report essentially destroys the argument 
that the Minister has been putting forth for about the 
past year, since he proposed his so-called, and the 
Government’s so-called, new work permit policy, that 
it is tough on employers because we have raised the 
fines, this is going to really do damage to dishonest 
employers, Mr. Speaker, that the department and the 
Minister are firmly vigilant in their efforts to deal with 
employers who do not do right by workers. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, [sic] there is . . . I am sorry, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. This report reveals the con-
trary. It gives evidence that that has not been the 
case, and let us just be clear, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, there is a tendency of this Government to 
blame civil servants for a lot of things or to even ques-
tion their competence. The responses to the Minister’s 
reaction to the ombudsman’s report is not about the 
competence of the department, it is about the actions 
of the Minister himself as a Cabinet Minister, of which 
that Cabinet—the OBA Cabinet—has also got to take 
responsibility for.  

It is the actions of the Minister on that particu-
lar matter, of the choice that Minister made, who does 
not have the technical competence to decide if some-
body is qualified for a job or not. And it appears from 
the evidence the Minister, which may not be legally a 
problem, has taken his position contrary to even the 
technical officers’ views as to what has to be happen-
ing. Now, yes, that permit should probably be re-
voked. But the problem is, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
this destroys the Minister’s argument that he, in par-
ticular, is going to be vigilant against abuses of work-
ers.  
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And then we have the letter from Coral Beach 
that my honourable colleague from [constituency] 17 
read which, according to my honourable colleague, 
has been in the hands of the Immigration Department. 
So the cries and whimpers for him to provide it to the 
Minister are meaningless and is an excuse to deflect. 
If it is in the hands of the Ministry already, their lack of 
action is an indictment against . . . on that same Minis-
ter and this OBA Government. Their claims to repre-
sent a strong approach to the right of workers is 
empty, it is a farce. And these two indications prove it, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, they prove it. 

And the feelings and concerns of the general 
public that we see all the time about this Government 
and its commitment to workers . . . and, frankly, if you 
are going to take action as a Government to restrain 
the rights of your trade unions to actually take legal 
action or take industrial action when necessary, that, 
to me, proves where you are. You are an anti-union 
Government, straight up.  

Any Government that would take such action 
in the face of no actual dispute . . . that is the ironic 
thing, there is no actual dispute, but the Government 
is taking legal action to constrain the unions from tak-
ing a future action that has not even happened. This is 
an anti-union Government, but perhaps the ghost of 
their old persona suddenly comes back again. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I would prefer not to 
see your back when you are talking. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: This is all about— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you have got— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —old UBP tactics, because this 
is what the UBP used to do back in the 1990s, the 
sequestrations, the actions against Government, 
which I am sure my honourable colleague who sits in 
constituency 5 remembers well, as he was a leading 
member of the union during that time when the union 
faced such actions from a UBP Government . . . of 
having their assets sequestered because they were 
representing the rights of workers. 
 Here we have a Government now which actu-
ally says to us, We want to work with unions. We want 
to work with people. Convenes what they call tripartite 
meetings to discuss the situation, to work out the is-
sues of workers together. But then, on the other side, 
they are trying to stop those unions from . . . and 
those workers from using their basic human rights. 
What is this, Madam Deputy Speaker? What is it? 
 And then we see what we have seen with the 
ombudsman’s report. We see what we have seen with 
the letter from Coral Beach. The claim of this Gov-
ernment to be tough with employers is a farce. That is 
what it is and that is the evidence to prove it—the dis-
respect the Minister shows to the Ombudsman’s Of-
fice—that is disgraceful.  

Perhaps that Minister does not know who he 
is dealing with. Right? A constitutional office set up by 
the Bermuda Government to actually bring some bal-
ance, Madam Deputy Speaker, to the relationship be-
tween the citizen and the Government. That is what 
the Ombudsman’s Office is for, is to bring balance. It 
is a commonly accepted practice and institution in 
modern government to have an Ombudsman’s Office 
of this nature. 

And guess what? I am not going to sit here 
and paint a one-sided picture. We as a Government 
had our own relationship with the ombudsman. But 
the issues were very different, and those are part of 
public record so anyone can go and judge them for 
themselves. But look at this situation now, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, to basically question the compe-
tence of the Office, to in a somewhat derogatory man-
ner refer to the Ombudsman’s Office publicly, and to 
defend a situation which clearly appears to have 
shown the Minister acting contrary to the interests of a 
Bermudian worker is what it is—disgraceful! It is a 
farce.  

It brings a great [loss of] credibility to their 
immigration policy, and we know that there are other 
aspects of the immigration policy which, frankly, we on 
this side feel that the Government is violating the hu-
man rights and the birthright of Bermudians. But they 
stand by their Minister, they stand by their policy. 

So where do we go from here, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? Well, I do not know because the only group 
that actually knows where we are going is the OBA 
Government and its Minister. But as my honourable 
colleague in [constituency] 7 said, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we may be going into a place that is so dark 
with some people that we may not want to come back 
from it. There are people in this country whose anxi-
ety, whose stress, whose fear and anger is percolat-
ing because of what they see, the injustice they per-
ceive is being carried out through immigration, and it 
brings back . . . when they hear the voice of the Minis-
ter, as many on my side have actually said, the Minis-
ter’s very voice in the public brings them to rage be-
cause it reminds them of the injustice of immigration 
policy which the PLP did its best to eradicate. 

But perhaps it was going to take more than a 
generation to eradicate because it has built up over 
generations and generations of injustice that go back 
many, many years of where the immigration policy 
was used. As I reiterated in another debate, think 
about Kosovo, think about the West Bank, think about 
Gaza. Think about places like that. Think about places 
like East Timor. Think about places like Tibet where 
immigration is used as a political tool to contrive, to 
undermine the aspirations of the citizens of the region 
or the country.  

That is what many people feel is going on in 
Bermuda right now. And they see, from the reaction of 
the Minister to the ombudsman’s report, the letter that 
my honourable colleague has reiterated from Coral 
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Beach, which in itself as an institution has not had a 
sterling reputation of being open and equal, I know 
that from my own experience and stories I have been 
told by people who know the history of Coral Beach—
not a pretty picture when it comes to the relationship 
about desegregation and treatment and privilege—
Coral Beach does not have a sterling reputation, 
never has, and perhaps, as it shows, it may never will 
because it does not seem to be carrying out a sterling 
reputation with its employment practices. 

But Madam Deputy Speaker, I am not going 
to make the plea of my honourable colleague in con-
stituency 17 because I am tired of trying to appeal to 
what might be some sense of rationality with the OBA. 
I am not going to waste my time anymore trying to ask 
them to be sensible or to be reasonable, to actually 
govern properly with sensitivity, with caring— 
 
An Hon. Member: And put Bermudians first. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —and putting the people of 
Bermuda—the voters and their children—first. It would 
seem to be a reasonable request but I am not going to 
request that of this Government because it seems to 
be a waste of time. And many of the public feel it is a 
waste of time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, could you take a seat 
for a second? 
 I think that there is another individual that is 
behind you that if she would like to speak, I will recog-
nise her shortly. Until that point in time I choose to 
hear only one speaker at a time. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: An individual. I am not going to 
name names. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, please come . . . 
stand to your feet. You can continue. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
have a very serious problem in this country. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members! 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: We have a serious problem, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, we have a very— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am not going to 
have to repeat myself too often. We are not dealing 
with children in the room, although we have a ten-
dency— 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members! I expect silence. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, all Members. I expect 
quiet. I will not call names; I hope that I do not need 
to, Members. So while we would like to respect each 
other, I would like to be able to hear and concentrate 
on the Member who has the floor. 
 So if the Member from constituency 15 would 
like to continue, I would like to hear what he has to 
say. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I hope time is not held against me. Can you 
let me know what . . . how much time I have left 
please? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Two minutes and 30 seconds. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much. 
 For the meagre minutes that I have left, I 
would just like to reiterate that the Honourable Mem-
ber who sits in another place who is responsible for 
the policy of immigration on behalf of the OBA Gov-
ernment does not do them service, does not do the 
people of Bermuda service, does not inspire confi-
dence of the people in immigration policy. The evi-
dence, seemingly, has been presented before us with 
the ombudsman’s report, the reaction to the ombuds-
man’s report, and the letter from Coral Beach. There 
is a trust deficit, there is a credibility problem, there is 
a problem of integrity, and the people, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, are watching. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. I am glad 
I could actually hear what you were saying. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises, again— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: They are not . . . sorry. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I have not recognised you yet. 
I was just hoping that everyone would give you some 
silence. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6, Hamilton West, the Shadow Minister for 
Economic Development. And that is the only voice I 
intend to hear. Thank you. 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, let me just say right 
up front that I have listened to many parliaments 
around the world, and I have never seen a parliament 
that has to be told to be quiet when a Member is 
speaking, that [does not] allow Members to interpo-
late. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, would you like to 
have a seat until I explain then? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I sure will. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 I am not sitting in the Chair in any other 
House. I am sitting in this House. We have Standing 
Orders and we have rules, of which I believe most 
people know. So I respect you and I like to hear you. 
Unfortunately, some of the voices are louder, and I 
would like to concentrate on your voice. So if I could 
hear it now, I would greatly appreciate it. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I hear you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, but at the end of the day this is not church, 
and we are not at a funeral, and I do not expect eve-
rybody to be totally quiet at all times. I am sure we can 
hear each other over [microphones]. That is why we 
have [microphones]. I have been in this House long 
enough [to know] that people talk every time and so 
we cannot, at the end of the day, be continuing . . . 
this is not a schoolyard. This is parliament. Parliament 
has the ability to interpolate and we hear from both 
sides and that is part of the parliamentary system. 

So, but let me get back to the point of order, 
and I do not expect any Members on that side to 
stand up and defend the indefensible. You have got a 
Minister who over the last two and a half years has 
been in the newspaper, every media, more than any-
one in this room. That Honourable Minister, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, shows that he really does not care 
about Bermudians. His actions speak louder than his 
words. He has destroyed the aspirations and the 
hopes of so many Bermudians, and there is not a Min-
ister on that side that can stand up and defend him.  

There is not a Minister . . . there is not one. 
When you read the ombudsman’s report you cannot 
defend the Minister on this. You put the ombudsman 
in place to search and do things and the report that 
comes back speaking about what the department did 
. . . that is why he in the late night hour, sitting in his 
office without referring to his technical officers, he 
passed the . . . he approved the work permit.  

How are Bermudians . . . how are your chil-
dren . . . how are our children going to be putting their 
trust in a Minister who cannot stand up for a Ber-
mudian? You know that Junior Minister, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, that Junior Minister Sylvan Richards, 
needs a lot of help. 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That Junior Minister needs 
help. I am not speaking improperly . . . I am not 
speaking— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, Members, the key is 
to speak in undertones, and if I can hear what is being 
said, that means you are not speaking in undertones. 
 Thank you. 
 Please continue. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: To be honest with you, I do 
not mind him speaking because it shows— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I know. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It shows his real lack of . . . a 
lot. All right? 

And so, Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I had no problem with 
him talking. Let him talk. Turn his [microphone] on so 
Bermudians can hear him. Let the Bermudians . . . 
turn your [microphone] on so Bermudians can hear 
you. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, if you read this 
report . . . and I do not know how many Ministers or 
Members on the other side have read this report, all 
right? But you cannot stand up and defend . . . I 
mean, the ombudsman says this, it says that . . . it 
speaks about the maladministration within the Minis-
try. It talks about breaking its own rules when it comes 
to the advertising aspect of the posts. And it talks 
about the recommendations given to the Ministry and 
they just brush it all aside.  

Who is standing up for Bermudians on that 
side? Because it is not the Minister. There is no Minis-
ter, as long as I have been in Government. If there is 
one man who could bring down the OBA it is the Min-
ister of Immigration, if there is one person. And it is 
amazing how a Minister who is not elected has so 
much power . . . they would have never . . . the    
Premier is upset down there . . . they will never sur-
vive another administration, never survive. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Never survive.  

Amazing, Madam Deputy Speaker, how a 
Minister has so much control over the whole Cabi-
net—the 12 disciples—and one person has the control 
over it. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want for once 
. . . and it is not, like I say, every Friday we can talk 
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about the Honourable Minister himself. We can talk 
every Friday because he is doing something wrong 
every Friday, and everybody knows it. And there is a 
point out there, Madam Deputy Speaker, [where] 
there is no point of return.  

We heard the Honourable Member from [con-
stituency] 17 talking about how Bermudians—they 
cannot tell me they are not hearing it—that Bermudi-
ans are at a tipping point, a tipping point. And they are 
not caring even about that, they do not care about the 
impact it could have on America’s Cup. They do not 
care about the impact it could have on our tourism 
trade. They do not care about the impact they could 
have on international business. There has to be a 
concern, and say . . . and draw yourself in. There has 
to be checks and balances within ministries. There 
has to be some political understandings that you can-
not . . . no, no, you cannot move in that direction.  

Bermudians come back qualified and they 
must feel and know that they have the ability to apply 
for a post and the ability to get it. And the Minister is 
saying, I rule that you don’t get it, and he does not 
consult his technical officer. He probably consulted 
the individual who applied for the job. He applied to 
that . . . probably asked the business and went . . . 
based on what the business said, after pulling and 
closing down the application a day early.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, there is more than 
one Bermudian out there who is doing that every day. 
Every day there are Bermudians applying for posts 
and being rejected—rejected by this Government. 
Why [are they] rejected? Because [Government] is not 
standing up for the Bermudians. Every day that de-
partment is hearing complaints about Bermudians ap-
plying for jobs. Who, Madam Deputy Speaker, who is 
going to be the individual that stands up and says 
enough is enough? 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I speak with great 
concern because we only have “X” amount of square 
miles around here. And it is not like boiling in Califor-
nia who run over . . . while it is simmering down and 
go to New York or go down to Texas or Florida. When 
it boils in Somerset it is going to boil in St. George’s. 
And I am not talking about any type of rides or any-
thing. I am just talking to the heat that is coming from 
Bermudians right now, feeling that they do not feel like 
they are a part of their own country. I hear people 
leaving this Island on a . . . I will not say a weekly ba-
sis, but— 
 
An Hon. Member: Consistent. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —leaving this Island on a 
consistent basis. I am getting out of here because I 
don’t feel . . . and it is interesting enough. I have that 
funny feeling that the Government would love them to 
just move out. I haven’t got to pay for the financial as-
sistance. I haven’t got to take care of them. Let them 
run. 

 Madam Deputy Speaker, we on this side . . . 
Parliament has to speak loud and clear and say we 
cannot afford to allow Bermudians to feel that they are 
a second-class citizen in their own country. We can-
not. What other country allows that to happen? What 
other country allows you to feel that we can spend 
money every year, every month, on building up our 
tourism numbers and bringing in new business, the 
CAT bond from China, and they get here and feel un-
comfortable. Why do they feel uncomfortable? Be-
cause the OBA Government is not allowing Bermudi-
ans to feel comfortable in their own country.  

You have got to take care of your own people 
first, you know? I cannot invite people in my house, 
take care of them, and my family feels uneasy be-
cause it is going to rub off on my . . . my visitors that 
come to my house. People feel the tension if I am 
having a little dispute with somebody in my house-
hold. It happens. You know, stop faking it. You feel 
that it is no different in Bermuda? They read the pa-
pers.  
 And so I am pleading with this Government— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Maybe I should not be, but I 
do. I have to because at the end of the day I am wor-
ried about Bermudians. I really am. In the last 24 
months left in Government, do something right.— 
 
An Hon. Member: One thing. Anything. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Just do something right and 
stand up for Bermudians. Do not let this moment pass 
you by and do not let your record go down as the OBA 
Government [which was] only in power for one term 
and then they had to change their name to some other 
name. 
 
An Hon. Member: Let them, let them. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Because that is what will 
happen. There is not a . . . besides the Honourable 
Senator down there who wants to run for probably the 
next election, but there are not many Bermudians 
running over talking about let me come join that party. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Grant Gib-
bons says I would be surprised. But I know I will be 
surprised. I will definitely be surprised because it was 
tough when we . . . when we . . . it was tough. And he 
knows what I was talking about. It was tough then and 
it is tougher now. All right? 
 But then you could probably find a few people 
that want to hang their . . . you know. And again, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, you know there will not be 
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any safe seats either. They will just put them down 
and let them run. We know how that games works. 
 So let us get back to the real issue. So the 
Minister in his arrogant way has just brushed this 
aside and said, We’re not going to pay attention. And 
people . . . he has probably got more security than 
anybody else around the Parliament. I am . . . I do not 
know, but I am sure it is probably more security than 
the Premier. He definitely has more than me because 
I do not have any. You know. So, because . . . you 
know why? And people live to see him and they are 
guilty, they have got so many people watching them. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You know, I want that Junior 
Minister, Madam Deputy Speaker, to stand up. Stand 
up. And you know something? He has another place 
to run to. He has another place to run to. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, I know that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He has another place to run 
to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —Member. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But not many people in this 
House have another place to run to. All right? Not 
enough people— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat for a second, 
please. 
 I do expect people to respect others in this 
House, and it seems to be repetitive today. So let us 
see whether we can bring ourselves to a little bit more 
control. 
 Member from constituency 6, please, con-
tinue. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I am hoping that the Cabinet, because the collective 
responsibility lies with the Cabinet. They allow, and 
the Premier, in particular, allows, the Minister to get 
away with what he is getting away with. There is no-
body else. He can call him in his office and say that he 
had a lot of work to do at the company he works for. 
We know how it is written up. It is a standard letter, I 
am busy. Just like the Junior Minister when he re-
signed from the Ministry, he wrote a letter saying he is 
too busy and that he had to step down from the Minis-
try. You have got to call in and say come in let me talk 
to you, You’re out of here. As Donald Trump said, 

You’re fired. I made you a Junior Minister, but you’re 
fired. 
 Well, no difference from the Minister Michael 
Fahy. Let him take a walk down to the Cabinet Office. 
(Right?) Give him a quiet call, and tell him, Well, 
you’ve served well for two and a half years. You are 
too busy working at Marsh. And you can blame the 
employer. And at the end of the day— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Never happened to me. 
Never happened to me. The Honourable Member said 
that it never happened to me. I went in Cabinet and I 
stayed for the whole time. Okay? Never happened to 
me. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So let me just say this . . . to 
you, Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members! 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I heard the Honourable Min-
ister. I am not going to respond to that but it never 
happened— 
 
An Hon. Member: Stay focused. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Never happened. 
 
An Hon. Member: What do you mean? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It never happened. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Enough! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
make sure you tell the audience you are not slamming 
the gavel on me, but you are slamming it on the Hon-
ourable Grant Gibbons and Sylvan Richards—those 
two, not— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please continue, Member, I am 
listening to you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So these are recommenda-
tions in this ombudsman’s report, and the Cabinet 
should meet as early as possible and tell the Honour-
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able Minister, You’ve made a mistake. We’ve made a 
mistake and we’re going to apologise to this person, 
this individual, and apologise to the country and get 
the country back on track. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7, Hamilton South, the Junior Minister of 
Home Affairs, Mr. S. D. Richards. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is clear that the 
Opposition all this week met in their caucus and said, 
On Friday we’re going to go after the Minister of Home 
Affairs. It is clear. It is a clear defined strategy. It is as 
transparent as this glass behind me. And I just want 
the listening public to know that it is a strategy, it is a 
political strategy, and it is one that is coming out of a 
sense of desperation. 
 Why do I say “desperation”? It is because the 
Minister of Home Affairs is effective. The Minister of 
Home Affairs is single-mindedly focused on turning 
our economy around. And I would go as far as to say 
that the Minister of Home Affairs is probably one of 
the more effective Ministers that we have on this side, 
and that is no discredit to any of the other Ministers, 
but he is very effective at what he does. And I know 
that because I work very closely with him. I see the 
man in action every day. We talk every day. And there 
are a number of things that have been said today that 
I have to respond to, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 And one word comes to mind. I wish I could 
put it on a billboard, a flashing billboard in neon lights, 
that flashes “Hypocrisy!” HY-POC-RI-SY, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. The hypocrisy of the Opposition as-
tounds me; it simply astounds me, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, every time I come in this place, because 
they act like the world started yesterday. They act like 
they have no track record. They act like there are not 
records—whether it be in the press, whether it be 
Google, whatever—of their actions, their deeds, so 
hypocrisy, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Now, details: The first hypocrisy that just 
struck me today, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I am 
going to refer to my good friend, the Honourable 
Member from constituency 17, MP Walton Brown. Hy-
pocrisy, Madam Deputy Speaker, this is on the record, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. Let us go back to 2008. In 
2008, that Honourable Member likes to talk about bad 
employers and employers taking advantage of em-
ployees— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am going to go there 
Member. 

In 2008 that Honourable Member was sued by 
a former employee— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —for unpaid— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. Have a 
seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 26, the Opposition Leader, Warwick South 
Central. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Member from [constituency] 7 is [imputing] improper 
motive on one of our colleagues. I expect him to 
cease and desist because we should not throw stones 
in glass houses. He is the last person to open his 
mouth up in here. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So let us not descend into the 
bottomless pit. I ask him to withdraw that comment 
and do not go down that line. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It will not be tolerated. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am waiting for silence. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Can we be quiet? Yes, we can. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 You have the floor. 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I do not know what 
they are talking about, but I know what I am talking 
about. And if they think they are going to collar me or 
intimidate me into not speaking something that is on 
the record, that happened, that was in the court of 
law, I am not scared of anybody, Madam Deputy 
Speaker—least of all those cowards over on that side. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! Member! Member— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Cowards, I say it again. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, Member, we are going to 
retract that. Member, we are going to retract that. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 26. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Has he retracted it? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am waiting. If you will sit. 
 Member, Member, I would ask that that be 
retracted please. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I will retract that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Back to the matter at 
hand. In 2008 that Honourable Member was sued by 
a former employee for unpaid wages, unpaid health 
insurance— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —and other expenses 
when he owned a media company. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Mem-
ber, take a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I have a point of order and a point of clarifica-
tion. That man is misleading the House— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 

Mr. Walton Brown: He meant to be honourable, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, but he is not honourable. 
 
The Speaker: Member. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: He is not honourable, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you know what the 
rules are. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Let me restate. I am required to 
refer to him as honourable. He is not acting in an hon-
ourable manner. He has gotten information, he has 
gotten incorrect information. He is sitting there laugh-
ing like an idiot. Madam Deputy Speaker, the Member 
is bringing this House into disorder. 
 The clarification is that that Honourable Minis-
ter, right there—the Honourable Minister for Tour-
ism—was the lawyer for the plaintiff. That Honourable 
Member will be able to testify or be able to say that I 
had no legal obligation whatsoever. And so for that 
person, who I am required to call honourable to try 
this denigration of our politics, is just absolutely ridicu-
lous.— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: It is ridiculous.  
 And so I have had many “WTF” moments, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, this is . . . “What’s that 
Fred?,” of course. All right? And this is just another 
one. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Bringing the House into disre-
pute. That is gutter politics. Focus on the point. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 That Honourable Member, I am afraid, pro-
tests too much. He has a judgment against him. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Deputy Speaker. Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He settled for less than 
he was owed. He has a judgment in a court of law. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
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 Member, have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He is a bad employer. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat! 
 Thank you. 
 
An Hon. Member: What is the relevance? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Now I tell you what, I am get-
ting really tired of doing that. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36, the Shadow Attorney General, the Hon-
ourable Michael J. Scott. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I cannot have you 
speak while there are two Members standing. 
 The Member from . . . right, thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36. Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
believe that this is the appropriate occasion for you as 
the Speaker and controller of the House to say to the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Richards, that he should 
desist from raising personal litigation matters, which 
can always be disputed, the facts thereon. But this is 
an occasion where you would invite the Member to 
stray away from this line of discussion. I invite you, as 
[Deputy] Speaker, to do just that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I think you have done just a wonderful job. 
Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. If you would refrain from a train . . . that 
would be good. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 I have made my point. 
 Now, let us move on to the other matter of 
hypocrisy that I have heard here this afternoon, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member from [constitu-
ency] 15, Mr. Roban, criticised the current Minister for 
Home Affairs for criticising the current ombudsman. 
May I remind this House that there was a previous 
ombudsman who put together a report called “A 
Grave Affair,” and the Honourable Opposition Leader, 

MP Marc Bean, stood up on the floor of this House 
and slammed and denigrated that ombudsman— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —based on her report. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. Member, 
have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 26. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Member is misleading the House. There is no way I 
would get away with that type of behaviour being di-
rected to someone who comes under the Govern-
ment’s reserve responsibilities. He might not know it 
because he is inexperienced, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member can call me inexpe-
rienced if he likes. I sat in this House, as did every-
body else who is here on a normal basis, and heard 
that Honourable Member stand— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —to his feet and have a 
go at— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry, have a seat. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —the ombudsman at 
that time, Ms. Arlene Brock,— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat, have a seat, 
Member. 
 Member, have a seat. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —because he felt of-
fended by her report— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —called “A Grave Af-
fair.” 
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[Gavel]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat! I will not 
ask someone three times. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
this Honourable Member is bringing this House into 
disrepute. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I cannot hear. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Misleading the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We are on the point of talk-
ing about protecting Bermudians. He is going all 
around the world . . . we can talk about things every 
day, different other things, but the point . . . that is why 
they cannot defend it. Why are the Members not 
standing up and protecting Bermudians? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 26. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Just before that Member goes 
down that line, would he care to confirm whether or 
not Minister Fahy’s response to this current ombuds-
man was a cut-and-paste of my response to the for-
mer ombudsman three years ago. If he agrees with 
Minister Fahy, does he agree with me then? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

 I did not put this report together, so I do not 
know what that Honourable Member is talking about. I 
have no idea. What I do know is that the Honourable 
Member from constituency 15 gave this long, some-
what eloquent diatribe about the current Minister of 
Home Affairs denigrating the current ombudsman. 
And the hypocrisy that is undeniable—undeniable, 
Madam Deputy Speaker—is that the Honourable Op-
position Leader did the very same thing with a previ-
ous ombudsman. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: It is a fact. It is in the 
Hansard. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat . . . have a seat, 
please. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 15. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. The Honourable Opposition 
Leader, the former Environment Minister, gave a Min-
isterial Statement in reply, formally, to the ombuds-
man’s statement in this House, which was neither 
denigrating or in any way demeaning to the ombuds-
man at the time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 7. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 I heard what I heard, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
I heard what I heard. And it is the height of hypoc-
risy—the height of hypocrisy—for those Honourable 
Members to stand in this place today and act like 
none of it happened. It happened! It is in the Hansard. 
Maybe I will get the Hansard out and read it out so 
that you can hear what you said about the . . . Arlene 
Brock, the previous ombudsman. That Honourable 
Member denigrated the ombudsman because he took 
offence to the fact that in her report, “A Grave Affair,” 
she said that he failed to act to list the Tucker’s Town 
Graveyard as a historical building. That is a fact. 
Thank you. 
 Now, there has been talk about . . . we do not 
stand up for Bermudians and . . . I reflect back to 
when they were the Government. You know, once 
again, Madam Deputy Speaker, they act like the world 
started the day before yesterday. They have a track 
record and it is not a good track record. It is not a 
pretty track record. When they were the Government, 
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I had many Bermudians who came to me crying be-
cause they were being mistreated in the workplace, 
they were not getting a fair shake when they were be-
ing interviewed and applying for jobs—this is nothing 
new, this has been going on for years. So for the Op-
position to stand here and say that this Government 
does not protect Bermudians and that this Govern-
ment protects foreigners, I say, hypocrisy! 

And Madam Deputy Speaker, they are a la-
bour government . . . they are a labour government 
and that is why it was even more offensive—more 
offensive for a labour government—[to turn] their back 
on labour, and that is why they lost the last election. 
That, Madam Deputy Speaker, is a fact. The truth is 
an offence, but not a sin. Those Honourable Members 
are offended right now because I am telling the truth. 

Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: And I want the public to 
hear it loud and clear. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Have a 
seat. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. We are not offended because the 
Member is allegedly telling the truth. We are offended 
because the Honourable Member continues to en-
gage in a number of overtly pernicious statements. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 7. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

I was asked by the Honourable Opposition 
Leader if I know what that means. I would say it 
means that the truth is an offence but not a sin. 

[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: So Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I know I am hitting a nerve over there. I 
know I am hitting a nerve over there because the re-
action is just amazing, but it is what it is, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 

So, here we are. We inherited a mess. We 
inherited a disaster of an economy. And we have 
been working hard for the last two years to dig this 
country out of a hole that they dug, that they refuse to 
take responsibility for, and I make no apologies. And 

yes, here is a simple fact that the Opposition just can-
not seem to grasp. I do not know what it is, I do not 
know if they are . . . they do not seem to grasp it, but 
we need people living and working in Bermuda who 
are going to create jobs for Bermudians. It is a fact.  

We have had a mass exodus of Bermudians 
and non-Bermudians out of this place over a number 
of years. It started under the previous Government. 
Unfortunately, it has continued under this Govern-
ment. They [think that] people just decided to leave 
Bermuda last week Thursday. Once again, [this is a] 
failure to acknowledge their history.  

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The failure to 
acknowledge their history, Madam Deputy Speaker. It 
is what it is. That is why they lost the last election. 
The electorate lost confidence in them. We are 
building confidence in Bermuda and it is not an 
easy task. Nobody said it would be easy, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

But the bottom line is this: The Opposition 
hates it when I get on my feet because I am like a mir-
ror. I am like a mirror; I hold up the mirror and when 
they look in the mirror they see what they did. And I 
am going to continue to remind them until I am no 
longer in this place. 

So with that, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will 
leave it with one word—HY-POC-RI-SY—of the PLP. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair now recognises the member from 

constituency 13, Devonshire North Central, Shadow 
Minister of Environment and Infrastructure, Mr. Glenn 
A. Blakeney. 

You have the floor. 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

You know after that speech, this has to be 
one of the most embarrassing days that I have ever 
spent since being elected in 2003. That Honourable 
Member did not make one mention of the concern that 
we express here today about the disenfranchisement 
of a Bermudian who was qualified. 

That Bermudian went to one country and got 
qualified, went to another country [and] got qualified, 
then was told they needed to have surgical experi-
ence, they got the surgical experience on an animal, 
then they said they needed to get experience on a tiny 
animal, a smaller animal. I mean, this is indefensible 
stuff, and you are elected by Bermudians. 

And you know what? In that town hall meeting 
that they had in constituencies 5 and 6, it was not only 
black people there. There are some people who are of 
the lighter shade of pale who are not feeling you guys, 
Mr. and Mrs. OBA, elected Members of Parliament. 
You had better start listening and you had better start 
feeling. 
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It is unbelievable! We have a Member who 
just took his seat who before 2012 no one ever heard 
being any kind of civic activist, political advocate, 
community activist—nothing! And he is in a safe seat 
and gets elected carte blanche. He, if he does not re-
alise it now, or then he realises it now, he does not 
ever have to canvass. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The Honourable Member 
does not have to do that. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. The Chair recognises 
the Member from constituency 7. 
 Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: That Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House by insinuating that I do 
not have to canvass. I canvass, Madam Deputy 
Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I canvass very, very 
hard. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: And all that hard work is 
nothing to be denigrated by that Member. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He can smile all he 
wants. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I heard he did not can-
vass. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Point of order, Madam Deputy [Speaker].— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: One moment please. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

 The Chair— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait! The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 18. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker, you were 
very clear with speaking Standing Orders. This is the 
fourth time that you have asked the Honourable Junior 
Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. Sylvan Richards, to sit 
down. He is not following the Standing Orders of this 
House and I would implore you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, to act in accordance with the Standing Or-
ders.  
 The Honourable Member is disrespecting and 
bringing this House into disrepute and he needs to be 
disciplined. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. I also 
recall asking individuals to speak in undertones. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Okay. I am going to try to 
speak so I do not get any points of order because it is 
taking my time, as it did the last time I spoke. 
 There must be something that I am saying 
that is relevant— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Not much, okay.  
 Well, we want to see you get up and defend 
what you have done for Bermudians. How about start-
ing there? And how about not reflecting on the PLP 
since you are the Government for the last two-plus 
years? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: How about speaking to the 
Chair, sir? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: How about that? How about 
articulating what it is that you have done that has, 
through your policies, created jobs since 2012? How 
about that? And if you want to cite 200 of the 2,000 
[jobs] you promised, well, let us talk about that. We 
want to hear you. More so, the people who are unem-
ployed and still losing jobs want to hear you. 
 So you talk about hypocrisy? We do not even 
need to go down that road as far as the Bermudian 
people are concerned because when they match up 
what has been promised and what has not been done, 
therein lies (in all caps) HYPOCRISY. 
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 You know what, single-minded focus, that is 
what we are accused of being on this particular issue. 
Well, you know, if this was the only issue that had 
merit to be single-mindedly addressed, then I make no 
apology for if it involves a Bermudian being disenfran-
chised. What do you not get? You know what single-
mindedly focused in this country is all about? It is all 
about being single-mindedly focused on you, the OBA 
Government, insulting and disenfranchising Bermudi-
ans—insulting and disenfranchising Bermudians. That 
is why we have had the kind of marches of recent 
[times] on the House and on the Cabinet grounds 
where, for the first time, I believe in the history of the 
planet, there were women that took bras and placed 
them on a political landscape.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: That means there is serious 
concern where there was a consensus that the kind of 
action that would get the attention of not just people in 
little old Bermuda, but indeed, the world, would under-
stand. And if you were having challenges, as did the 
former Government, with getting direct foreign invest-
ment when you needed and wanted it, well, you know 
what? It has gotten progressively worse.  
 I do think that if any Bermudian asked, Are 
you better off today than 2012? There would be an 
overwhelming cry of No! No! 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes! Yes! 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And if you think it is yes, 
then take your poll, or do not believe the poll that has 
already been taken, or ultimately call an election and 
let us go back to the polls and let us see, without . . . 
without the gerrymandered immigration policy that 
enfranchises non-Bermudians to be Bermudian for 
one specific purpose, to elect someone that they 
would support for giving them what is supposed to be 
a privilege of being in this country as a right. 
 Now, now, the Honourable Minister Grant 
Gibbons—Happy Birthday—says it was a court action. 
It was no court action. The impetus of that was a 
flawed strategy to use a court action to justify doing 
what you are doing so as to ensure your victory at the 
polls, at the expense of the will of Bermudians, where 
there would be, potentially, permanent resident certifi-
cate holders who qualify to become Bermudians by 
status, voting in an election. Nothing short of immigra-
tion . . . political immigration gerrymandering. That is 
the best way I could describe it.  
 You know, the OBA policies have hurt and 
continue to hurt Bermudians. And there seems not to 
be the kind of concern when a Junior Minister would 
get up here and not say one word about the concern 
of that individual being disenfranchised, but go all over 
from Dockyard to St. George’s denigrating Members 
in this Honourable House about past situations that 

have nothing to do, ultimately, with what we are talk-
ing about in principle here today . . . to score what 
kind of points? He would have turned off any number 
of Bermudians with that kind of tactic because it was 
not only indefensible, it was hitting way below the belt.  

And these debates in this Honourable House 
now are not just contained in 22 square miles. This is 
the kind of stuff, because of technology, that is acces-
sible worldwide. So I am sure people around the world 
that have an interest in Bermuda at any level, whether 
visiting for leisure and pleasure or to do business, are 
going to be concerned as to what level of conscien-
tiousness, decorum, morals even, political ethics, and 
it goes both ways.  

But, you know, when we have the kind of ex-
ample demonstrated here today by the former Mem-
ber, that is just . . . just unfathomable that he could 
even have the courage—well, he did not need any 
courage to speak like that—but to have the audacity 
to speak like that. Madam Deputy Speaker, it just blew 
me . . . I was not even intending to even speak today, 
but I just could not . . . I could not not speak, not just 
in defence of the Honourable House here where you 
were even contemptuously disrespected, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, on several occasions by that Mem-
ber, but all of Bermuda. I mean, this is the kind of rep-
resentation? 
 He spoke about the Members on this side of 
the House being cowards. Cowards? When we were 
Government, we faced our people every day in every 
way. We were not perfect, but we heard, we re-
sponded. Not everybody in politics is going to agree 
with everything, but if you look at the track record of 
the Progressive Labour Party in 14 years, it cannot be 
denied that we served our people and we did some 
great things for this country. Some of the very build-
ings, including the one that the Honourable Minister of 
Home Affairs is based in, was built by this former . . . 
well, by this Opposition, the former Government. And 
it was done to save money as opposed to paying rent. 
It was an investment, as was our investment in hous-
ing. 

I remember one time we built so many 
houses, and we did it so well that it was maybe too 
much because we did not have that crystal ball to see 
that the economy globally was going to tank. But at 
one time we could not come into this Honourable 
Chamber without hearing from the then-Opposition, at 
the time under the United Bermuda Party banner, cry-
ing about housing, housing, housing. Then we built 
houses, they become available for low income earning 
people at the Grand Atlantic, [but the Opposition] 
denigrated and scared off investors [from purchasing] 
because the bogeyman said that they were going to 
fall off the cliff.  

But now, all of a sudden, it is good enough for 
America’s Cup tenants and whoever else. But they 
were not good enough for Bermudians to invest in. A 
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Bermudian constructed it and Bermudian taxpayers’ 
dollars paid for it. 

So we continue to shoot ourselves in the foot 
and then go with welcoming arms and say come to 
great old, big bad Bermuda, who is always punching 
above its weight. But yet we are at each other’s 
throats in personal ways, personal denigration. We do 
not want to stay on message with regard to the con-
cern that our people have. It is not about us 36 up 
here, it is about the people who put us here to do what 
is best in their interest and their interests only. Be-
cause if their interests are the interests we look out 
for, all other interests relative to this country will be 
taken into consideration. There is no doubt about that. 

I am going to tell you: You will never hear 
Glenn Blakeney’s utterances in this Honourable 
House or see them in any Royal Gazette newspa-
per—never—unless there is something nasty or deni-
grating, for the most part. Under my tenure we built 
the Aquatic Centre, where people are getting medals. 
And there was a reporter who was the editor of the 
sports department who called it an “oversized bathtub” 
and took pride in trying to throw me under the bus 
personally every chance he got. But yet, this same 
individual would say that a Junior Cricket Team 
should be deported, who is not even a Bermudian. 
You think we do not feel or hear? 

I am going to tell you that to be forewarned is 
to be forearmed. And if you are not listening with a 
degree of humility to some of the words expressed in 
this Honourable Chamber by Members of the Opposi-
tion, it is going to be to the OBA and the country’s 
chagrin. It is a powder keg in this country, and it is 
because people are not happy. And it is now permeat-
ing throughout here like I have never heard or seen 
before, because we are all feeling it. And we use this 
to vent, and it is not doing a service that we have 
been elected to do for our people . . . for our people. 
And when we come with concerns about the policies 
that are creating a greater divide between the haves 
and the have-nots, it is serious business. I do not be-
lieve in trickle-down. Trickle-down comes with a frown 
because you wait and you wait until it is too late. 

Not everybody is going to be an entrepreneur, 
but everybody deserves to have gainful employment 
in their place of birth, if they meet the criteria. But how 
do you do that when there is an implied policy 
amongst certain industries in this country, particularly 
the service industry, who are paying people below 
what is a liveable salary? And as a result of experi-
ences by Bermudians who then go out after an inter-
view, and express to family and friends what the ex-
perience was, those that might come behind them and 
apply for that same job are so discouraged that they 
are not going to allow themselves to be humiliated.  

So the employer goes to Immigration and 
says, Nobody applies for the job. Nobody wants the 
job. So Immigration says, Well, it looks like you have a 
legitimate reason to bring in the person you have sent 

the application in for. Let him come in for $9.00 or 
$7.00 or whatever. 

As a result of that, we now have a plethora of 
people serving food in our restaurants and hotels that 
are non-Bermudian, when in my childhood days you 
had to look far and wide [to find] a non-Bermudian 
doing that job. What has changed so much that that 
has either become an undesirable job or an unfulfilling 
job, when many people in this country built and 
bought their first homes being employed in the hospi-
tality industry? You tell me you cannot get Bermudi-
ans—Bermudians—out of work to fulfil a vacancy as a 
food server in this country? And we cannot figure it 
out? 

Well then, none of us deserve to be here be-
cause it speaks to a level of disingenuousness, par-
ticularly with employers who are engaged in the prac-
tice. When it gets to the Government level, and a Min-
ister involves himself in a process to deliberately deny 
a Bermudian their right to be gainfully hired based on 
their experience and their expertise after they have 
bent over backwards to get the qualifications and the 
practical experience, how do you excuse that? How 
do you excuse that? And that goes for white Bermudi-
ans as much as it goes for black Bermudians who 
may be applying for jobs that they are qualified for. 

When it comes to the current phrase or word 
“over-qualification,” what the heck does that mean? 
You are either qualified or your are not. If your over-
qualified, you are qualified. So it should be up to the 
individual to decide if it is something they want to do. 
They could have a doctorate degree and want to just 
collect trash because they want to ensure that their 
neighbourhood is as clean as it could be because they 
have got Kool-Aid out on their front lawn and are sell-
ing it to tourists on their mopeds that ride by, and they 
are not satisfied with the Government service they 
get.  

And that is not to say anything against the 
Government service because Works and Engineering 
do a great job when it comes to collecting our trash, 
based on the policies that are in place that they have 
to work within those guidelines, because lots of times 
in the Spanish Point area they pick it up a day late or 
two days’ late because [there is] no overtime. 

But if anybody wants to do any job that they 
are qualified to do, I do not want to hear anybody tell-
ing me, I didn’t get the job because I was overquali-
fied. Can you imagine? I have not heard that any-
where else in the world. I do not know of anywhere 
else in the world that even uses that. Overqualified? 
Well, excuse me, can you . . . Well, you have got a 
doctorate degree and you are applying to be a waiter. 
That is because there are no other jobs in my area 
and I need work, so I am sacrificing and taking a lower 
paying job that I am qualified to do. I can serve food. I 
can read a menu in English and tell you what it is. 

That is somebody else’s time and not mine, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
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The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry, but your time is up. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, then, I will take my 
seat. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion to adjourn? 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21, the Shadow Minister of Human Affairs, 
Mr. Rolfe P. Commissiong. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this morning I con-
gratulated the family of CNA Butterfield, the insurance 
business, for their 200th year in business. Many Mem-
bers on my side, they were astonished. How could 
Rolfe, considering the tortured racial history of Ber-
muda and the role these banks played in that history 
and these families and the merchants that came out of 
these families, now 200 years later  congratulate them 
for their persistence over 200 years of endeavour, 
through slavery, emancipation and the like? 
 That does not mean that we ignore that his-
tory. Certainly, I did not. I think I have enough bona 
fides with respect to that issue to say that, and I think 
most people would trust me in that, those who are 
listening. But it was designed to say let us try to estab-
lish a slightly different tone and tenor. 

But apparently my efforts were somewhat in 
vain because apparently the Member from [constitu-
ency] 7 did not get the memo. His argumentum ad 
hominem attack, vicious as it was on the Member 
from constituency 17, was something that I have not 
witnessed in this House since my time here. The fact 
that he would stoop so low on behalf of making his 
argument, bodes ill, as far as I am concerned. 

Argumentum ad hominem means argument 
against the person instead of dealing with the issues 
at hand; it is about attacking the individual personally. 
I guess the Americans (in the American vernacular) 
would call it a “cheap shot.” 

Madam Deputy Speaker, President Barak 
Obama during his first term had the occasion during a 
spat with the then, I think, Republican-controlled Leg-
islature or maybe the Republican-dominated Senate, 
and in response, in exasperation he said, Elections 
have consequences. In other words guys, I won, 
these are those consequences. 

Well, I want the Bermudian people out there 
to also understand—they won and these are the con-
sequences. And increasingly the picture is not pretty. 

People talk about the Minister of Home Af-
fairs. Let us get this straight; the Minister of Home Af-
fairs is championed in many precincts, in many com-

munities, all up and down Bermuda. He is a hero to 
many Bermudians who share, perhaps, his veiled 
(somewhat) contempt for the interests of Bermudians 
with respect to this economy and with respect to our 
political conventions. And they like him because he is 
executing their agenda. That Minister is not backing 
down. He is tough, he stands up to those Bermudians. 
I think they used to feel the same way about the cur-
rent Premier, but I now think that this Minister has 
supplanted him as being the tough guy, the one who 
is not afraid of those Bermudians, who will stand up to 
them in the interest of their agenda. Elections have 
consequences. 

Just like his friend and colleague, Doug 
Soares at Expertise, who as I said earlier, said that 
being a Bermudian is an undeserved privilege. In 
other words, that Bermudians somehow need to just 
accept supinely these policies which growing numbers 
of them are fearful of, literally. Growing numbers are 
having greater levels of anxiety about policies that 
they increasingly fear are not in their interests.  

You see, it would be different if these policies 
were producing the stated objective of revitalising this 
economy, going into the almost third year of the OBA 
Government. But they are not doing that. And part of 
the reason that they are not accomplishing that is be-
cause too many on that side, including that Minister 
and the Junior Minister, believed in their own spin, the 
spin that helped win that election for them, which was 
posited around the narrative that we can just blame all 
the woes, all the negatives about this economy and 
place that on the PLP, and that is the road to victory. It 
was a successful, although dishonest, narrative, but it 
is one that worked. 

But the problem comes after you take the 
Government then you have to govern, and if the nar-
rative you are using is not one that is going to be help-
ful and prudent in terms of the types of policy that you 
create to move forward, maybe that explains why 
none of their policies are really producing the outcome 
that they think or thought they would. Whether it is the 
elimination of term limits, the serial liberalisation of 
various immigration/work permit policies, nothing is 
sticking. 
 I said a couple of weeks ago that even the 
latest one that we had that resulted . . . the Immigra-
tion policy that was passed, the Immigration Bill that 
was passed the other day— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, let us not reflect. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Okay. 

Well, even that, Madam Deputy Speaker, is 
not being viewed too optimistically, both within the real 
estate and banking sectors with respect to the pros-
pect that that is going to be something that is going to 
help kick-start [business] with respect to our housing 
market. 
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 So we are not seeing, and the Bermudian 
people are not seeing, the promised rebound in this 
economy. And like I said, some of that is predicated 
upon the fact that they believe their own spin. Over 
3,000 jobs have been lost during the greatest boom of 
Bermuda’s history—over 3,000 jobs between 2000 
and 2009—Madam Deputy Speaker. Many of those 
jobs went due to technological change, the adoption 
of various technologies and automation, robotics, the 
artificial intelligence, algorithms, and how they are 
being deployed increasingly by the business sector in 
a way that allows them to suppress employment 
growth.  

And despite the fact that we had a booming 
economy, the overall level of employment continued 
to drop largely because of that. That does not square 
with their post-2008 narrative of how the PLP de-
stroyed the economy, does it? Because that was hap-
pening during the greatest boom in Bermuda’s history 
where our GDP doubled, during that period, from $3-
odd billion to $6-plus billion within that 6–7 year span. 
Again, maybe this is what happens when you start to 
actually believe your own spin. 
 The Minister, in my view, and his Junior Minis-
ter who speaks on his behalf here on behalf of that 
Ministry, are focused on undermining the interests of 
Bermudians. You cannot have a workforce policy and 
strategy designed to prepare Bermudians to take their 
place in Bermuda’s economy but yet, with your left 
hand, you are suppressing those hopes and aspira-
tions by coming forward with policy, prescriptions, and 
legislative prescriptions that have the effect of under-
mining Bermuda’s interests—Bermudians’ interests—
in this economy.  

The old saying is that the left hand does not 
know what the right hand is doing. I contend that in 
this case, with respect to that, Minister, the right hand 
and the left hand are in sync. And that is no accident 
that this is happening because the interests of those 
he serves, the interests of the support base of the 
One Bermuda Alliance, is fully in sync with this 
agenda. I think Bermudians are beginning to wake up 
[and see] that it is an agenda that, again, is not in their 
interest. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, unemployment has 
grown. The recent report from the Department of Sta-
tistics indicates that over 600 jobs were lost just in the 
last few months. That is not stopping. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, your point of order is? 
 Point of— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think the Honour-
able Member is a little bit off track. The job numbers 
he is referring to were from August last year in 2014. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah, thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And I accept that, Member, 
thank you. 
 Certainly, the job losses have continued. The 
last unemployment figures indicate that unemploy-
ment is up to around 9 per cent. They posited that as 
a record for Bermuda. But when you drill down into 
the demographics, and I hate to say it but I have to, 
that black Bermudians had a record unemployment 
level at the last report of 12 per cent, white Bermudi-
ans were at 4 per cent.  

Most economists anywhere around the world 
will concede that any number below 5 per cent means 
that, for all intents and purposes, there is full employ-
ment within, in this case, that community, as opposed 
to Bermuda’s black community. So we are seeing 
policies that, perhaps, are exacerbating racial dispari-
ties in this regard, and it is not healthy for Bermuda—
not healthy at all. 
 When I look at the, again, the previous set of 
statistics that came out, they indicated, when you go 
back through the years to 2010 to 2014, there were 
over 2,000 jobs that disappeared. I think it is roughly 
2,500 or so. Most of those, though, were lost post-
2012. Only about, I think, 300 or 400 of those jobs 
went prior to 2012, and an overwhelming majority 
were jobs held by black Bermudians. This is not 
healthy; this is not good for our social cohesion.  

And the Minister of Finance promised us a 
couple of years ago, and maybe I am overstating it, 
but he too . . . if you can remember expressed con-
cern about this growing divide, this growing disparity 
between the two racial groups. That is not healthy for 
Bermudians. And I am hoping that he will return to the 
issue and offer some analysis as to why we are see-
ing this great divergence. 
 But, Madam Deputy Speaker, the key point is 
that the vaunted experts, those with the type of ex-
perience that we on this side could never possess in 
business, in economy, have failed miserably to jump-
start this economy. You know, we see in the paper 
every now and then they will trot out some of their 
supporters and you will see them in the newspaper 
with Mr. Rego and a couple of realtors who then offer 
a spin or take a little piece of that and say that, Yeah, 
this shows that . . . you know, it has been great for us 
in this segment of the market. But then certainly you 
will see a story later or something on the back page in 
the business section which indicates the larger pic-
ture, which still speaks to an economy that is mori-
bund, to say the least. 
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 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I guess the 
Member from constituency 7 thought he was indulging 
in truth-telling. But, certainly, he needs to understand 
that the purported truths that he has been espousing 
over the last . . . or he espoused earlier, are far off the 
mark and bear no relation to the reality of what is go-
ing on within the society and this economy. I was hop-
ing that we could begin to see at least some meeting 
of the minds here, but we are not going to be able to 
do it until they abandon, again, that dishonest, false 
narrative about the economy and the nature of its de-
mise, ignoring the structural . . . structural change 
which has been in play here for the last 10, 12, 15 
years. That is when we can begin to have a healthy 
discussion here, rather than scoring, as I said, cheap 
political points. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am going to 
thank you for affording me these few moments to re-
spond to some of the issues I heard earlier and to ad-
vance my arguments on those points. 

And I will take my seat now and, once again, 
thank you. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion to adjourn? 
 If there are no other Members . . . thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36, the Shadow Attorney General, the Hon-
ourable Michael J. Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
thank you. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the subject of the 
Minister of Immigration’s handling of a professional 
applicant to his department, which was characterised 
by the ombudsman of this country as unfair to that 
professional and resulted in a number of sensible rec-
ommendations by the ombudsman to the Department 
of Immigration and, specifically, to the Minister, is the 
subject under review. 

It is remarkable that the Junior Minister in this 
House sought . . . no, did not seek; he stood on his 
feet and made no attempt to address the findings of 
the ombudsman. But, rather, he engaged in, as the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Commissiong, characterised 
it, an ad hominem attack—a personal attack—on 
Members of the Opposition and just about everybody 
who had nothing to do with the Minister’s very, very 
unfair decision. 

And so it was a curious display by the Junior 
Minister who speaks in this House to defend the inde-
fensible, not to address—as he has a responsibility to 
this House to do—the legitimate criticisms which are 
documented. I mean, it was peculiar that in response 
to documented observations by the country’s om-
budsman, the Junior Minister, Mr. Richards—the 
Honourable Member—makes attacks and makes ref-

erences to prior engagements by the Opposition 
Leader, then-Minister of Planning, the Honourable 
Marc Bean’s engagement with the then-ombudsman. 
It was a vacuous attempt to skirt around the findings 
of the ombudsman. 

First of all, the Honourable then-Minister, 
Marc Bean, did the right thing. He made a Ministerial 
Statement. For the Honourable Member, Mr. [Sylvan] 
Richards, to seek to degrade a Ministerial Statement 
in this House to something that it was not was uncon-
vincing, disingenuous, but most of all, it showed a 
complete lack of response and responsibility that he 
bears in this House to deal with what must be de-
scribed as the legitimate concerns for Members of this 
House to ask for, demand even, from the Minister who 
speaks for Immigration in this House, a sensible re-
sponse on behalf of the Minister.  

But to have the response from the responsible 
Junior Minister for Immigration descend into that level 
of non-response was . . . was . . . well, it was just a 
sad day and [showed] a lack of understanding of 
one’s responsibilities to the House. And if the Honour-
able Member believes that that presentation of his 
deserves a characterisation of being an adequate re-
sponse, then he is completely misguided . . . com-
pletely misguided, and the response was completely 
inadequate and it was a non-response. And we de-
serve better in the House. We deserve better in the 
House.  

These observations, as I say, forgive me for 
repeating myself, these findings, the recommenda-
tions of Ms. Pearman about matters of immigration 
and a professional, a citizen of this country, who 
brought her hurt to [Ms. Pearman’s] office, which re-
sulted in an analyses by the ombudsman—an analy-
ses, a set of interviews, an investigation, which is 
what her mandate is. And then it resulted in this num-
ber of recommendations. They are not . . . they are 
serious recommendations.  

They go to the very fabric of due process and 
in the context of immigration, an emotive subject any-
how, that response by the Honourable Member, Mr. 
[Sylvan] Richards, as a response to the Opposition’s 
raising of the ombudsman’s findings, that response 
belongs in the category of one of the least helpful 
least responsible, that I have ever heard. 

And so I want to underscore and mark that 
one day we may get a response, but that was not it. 

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion to adjourn? 
 If there are no other Members . . . the Chair 
recognises the Member from constituency 18, Pem-
broke West Central, the Shadow Minister of Finance, 
Deputy Opposition Leader, Mr. E. David G. Burt. 
 You have the floor. 
 



Official Hansard Report 3 July 2015 2635 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, if you would allow 
me I would like to start my remarks on today’s motion 
to adjourn by referring to the Bermuda Constitution 
Order. And I am going to refer to section 57(2), which 
says the following: 
 “The Cabinet shall be collectively responsible 
to the Legislature for any advice given to the Governor 
by or under the general authority of the Cabinet and 
for all things done by or under the authority of any 
Minister in the execution of his office.” 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, collective responsi-
bility is a very important part of the parliamentary de-
mocracy. It is one of the fundamental underpinnings of 
parliamentary democracy, that the Cabinet is collec-
tively responsible. So the actions of the Minister from 
another place, the Minister of Home Affairs, Minister 
Fahy, are not just the actions of Minister Fahy. They 
are the actions of the entire Government because 
they are made with the approval of the country’s Pre-
mier. They are made with the approval of the coun-
try’s Deputy Premier. They are made with the ap-
proval of all the other Cabinet Ministers, they are 
made in their name and they bear their stamp. 
 So in this case, the Honourable Premier Mi-
chael Dunkley, has denied a Bermudian a chance to 
work in their own country. That is what we have had 
over this past week. That comes from the Honourable 
Premier. The principle of collective responsibility ap-
plies.  
 And what is interesting, though, is we heard 
an attempted half-hearted defence by the Honourable 
Junior Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. Sylvan Rich-
ards—the Honourable Member from, I want to say, 
maybe Hamilton South. He tried to get up and defend 
Minister Fahy. Amazing. The only one who said any-
thing, because I understand quite a few Members of 
the One Bermuda Alliance have gone home. I guess 
they do not want to be there to have to get up and try 
to defend what is clearly the indefensible.  

There is no question. I mean, I almost ex-
pected the Honourable Junior Minister of Home Affairs 
to get up and start singing, Oh, yes, I’m the great de-
fender—defending, defending what has been done. 
 But the funny thing is he did not even defend 
. . . we did not hear anything about the Bermudian 
who has been denied the right to work and earn a liv-
ing in her own country. We heard nothing. What we 
heard is that he called the Minister of Home Affairs 
“effective.” He said he was one of the most effective 
Ministers in the Cabinet. Wow! So he gets up and he 
calls him effective. Now, here is a thing I would ask, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, what exactly is he “effective” 
in doing? Because what we found out last week is the 
Minister of Home Affairs seems to be extraordinarily 
proficient in over-ruling his technical officers and de-
nying a Bermudian the right to work in their own coun-
try. And that is what the Honourable Junior Minister 

calls an “effective” Minister—effective administration, 
effective policy—that is the One Bermuda Alliance. 
 So when members of the public recall the 
wonderful ads that were run during the campaign of 
the young man [who] went away to school, got his 
education, did everything that was asked and cannot 
find a job in their own country, they do not need to put 
that young man on their next campaign ad. They need 
to put the woman, the lady, who was denied a right to 
work. Overruled the technical officers! Overruled by 
the Minister who personally contacted the lawyers of 
this company and for some reason thought it was 
okay for a company to lie to the Department of Immi-
gration and say no Bermudians applications were re-
ceived and still, over the objections of his office, ap-
prove the work permits.  

That is the person the Honourable Minister, 
Shawn Crockwell, (because I know he likes to get in-
volved in campaigns). That is who you should put on 
the next ad. Make your sure you remind, in the next 
election campaign, the people of that . . . that action. 
That is the One Bermuda Alliance. That is the Hon-
ourable Premier Michael Dunkley. That is what he 
condones and what is acceptable in his Cabinet. 

I would say, Madam Deputy Speaker, that is 
the farce; because the ombudsman is a watchdog. 
They are there to watch out for the interests of this 
country, of the people of this country. It was one of the 
many reforms and improvements of good governance 
which were put in place by the Progressive Labour 
Party. Many of these improvements which we know 
are completely ignored by this current Government 
. . . I do not need to talk about good governance. I do 
not need to talk about the fact that this Government 
routinely ignores the Good Governance Act and does 
not involve the Office of Project Management and 
Procurement, which is a statutory office, in the award-
ing of contracts. So we know that they do not really 
pay much attention to good governance because they 
ignore the very laws that were put in place to ensure 
that it happens.  

But here is what the ombudsman said. And if 
you do not mind, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like 
to quote. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, please do. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It says (and I quote), “It is after 
much deliberation that the Ombudsman reports the 
following failure of the Department of Immigration and 
the Ministry of Home Affairs to follow the recommen-
dations she made after investigating a complaint 
against the Department and making findings of 
maladministration.” The investigation was done, and 
the findings were made. 
 What typically happens is recommendations 
are followed up on. They are actually acted on. That is 
the understanding of what happens with an ombuds-
man. And to hear the Minister from another place de-
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fend the department . . . Nobody is saying that any-
thing was wrong with the department. They are saying 
that what the Minister did in overruling his technical 
officers was the problem. That is maladministration. 
That is what is condoned by the Honourable Premier 
of this country.  

It is not the department! It has nothing to do 
with the civil service. So when the Minister says, I will 
not let someone attack my department, no one is at-
tacking the department. He is building a straw man to 
deflect from the fact that it is he and he alone, with the 
approval of Premier Michael Dunkley, who allowed 
this woman to be disenfranchised in her own country. 
It has nothing to do with the Department of Immigra-
tion. So we need to remember that. 
 I go on, if you will allow me to quote. He goes 
on to say, “We draw the public’s attention to the Minis-
try’s and the Department’s failure to implement the 
Ombudsman’s recommendation, purposely crafted to 
address the unfairness to the Professional in this 
complaint.”  

It goes on to say, “The Ombudsman has no 
power to compel a department to implement our rec-
ommendations. This does not mean the Department, 
the Ministry and other authorities are free to dismiss 
recommendations they do not like. Accepted princi-
ples and legal authority dictate that Ombudsman rec-
ommendations are expected to be implemented. This 
is an integral part of the constitutional oversight of the 
Civil Service that an independent Ombudsman was 
established by the Legislature to carry out. 
 “This explains why, when an authority fails to 
adequately implement our recommendations, we are 
empowered to reveal this failure to the Legislature and 
the public, and further why we have included it in this 
Annual Report.” 
 That is the reason why it was put in place, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. That is the reason why it 
was included in the annual report, because after in-
vestigation and after maladministration was found, 
recommendations were made and were not adhered 
to, [they were] ignored. And the Minister, using his 
authority which he has, completely went against es-
tablished standing immigration policy and allowed a 
company to lie to the Minister. And then what hap-
pened? They went ahead and got the work permit. 
Who came up on the short end? The Bermudian. 
 But what was said in response to the om-
budsman, the watchdog, the person who stands up for 
the Bermudians in this situation? What was said by 
Premier Michael Dunkley was, “Recommendations 
that were most rightly rejected.” This Government 
feels that they were right to tell this Bermudian that 
she does not have a right to work in her own country. 
“Most rightly rejected.” It goes on to say, “I find it most 
unfortunate and extremely unprofessional that the 
Ombudsman has not accepted that maladministration 
occurred with her office.”  

My gosh, Madam Deputy Speaker! To imag-
ine that a Government, that the Honourable Premier 
would endorse such language to say, Oh no! You, Ms. 
Ombudsman, you are the one who is engaged in 
maladministration. 
 And the fact is that this was not even directed 
to the current ombudsman, because all these investi-
gations took place before the current ombudsman was 
there. And no one in their right mind would say that 
the former ombudsman had any type of political lean-
ings any which way, especially not to this side. So, the 
fact is that they are attacking the very person of whom 
at one point in time they defended, because [this time] 
they did not like what she said. But the fact is, watch-
dogs are put there not because we like them. They 
are there to make sure that fairness is held up. 
 It went on to say, “In short the report is a 
farce. . .” and “for the Ombudsman to portray anything 
other than that is . . . false and misleading.” That is the 
language that the Honourable Premier allowed from 
his Cabinet towards the independent watchdog. That 
is what the standard of governance is in this country 
when it comes to the offices which are supposed to 
protect and defend and make sure that the people get 
fair treatment in this society. 
 I will again repeat, if I may, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, section 57(2) of the Bermuda Constitution 
Order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Which states, “The Cabinet shall 
be collectively responsible to the Legislature for any 
advice given to the Governor by or under the general 
authority of the Cabinet and for all things done by or 
under the authority of any Minister in the execution of 
his office.” 
 This is not Minister Fahy. This is Premier Mi-
chael Dunkley. These are the Ministers of the OBA 
Government. This is the standard of governance of 
which they stand for. This is the type of Bermuda of 
which they would wish Bermudians to live in. That is 
what we have inside of this country. 
 And, Madam Deputy Speaker, no Minister 
speaks like that about an independent statutory 
watchdog unless he has the specific approval of his 
Premier. And so, what we heard from Minister Fahy, 
in content, in delivery, in condescension, is in fact the 
Premier’s very own voice and the voice of the One 
Bermuda Alliance and its Cabinet. And no one in 
Bermuda should forget that point, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. Yes. Because no Minister speaks in such 
definitive and denigrating and strident terms unless he 
has run those words by the Honourable Premier. And 
I promise you that the Honourable Premier saw that 
statement before it went. And he said, Go ahead and 
give it. So that means he, the Honourable Premier, is 
just as guilty as the Honourable Minister inside of 
those actions. 
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 That is the way that parliamentary democracy 
works. That is the way that collective responsibility 
works. So, when the Minister of Home Affairs refers to 
a report of this country’s ombudsman as a farce, that 
is not just him. That is the Honourable Premier, Mi-
chael Dunkley. And so, what I would contend, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is that Minister Fahy is Mr. Hyde to 
Premier Dunkley’s Dr. Jekyll. That is what it is. And 
so, the smokescreen from the Honourable Premier of 
concern for Bermudians, the wonderful photo ops and 
shaking hands, posing with children, the wonderful 
showmanship—that is all it is, showmanship. Because 
at his core, at the core of this Government and the 
core of this Honourable Premier, he supports the ac-
tions of Minister Fahy. And if he did not support the 
actions of Minister Fahy, Minister Fahy would not be a 
Minister. And so, that is what we are left [with]. 
 So, I honestly believe that the Honourable 
Minister who sits in another place needs a new name. 
We need to call him “Mr. Unaccountable,” because he 
does what he likes. And it seems that even the Hon-
ourable Premier is powerless to stop him from trounc-
ing on the rights of Bermudians in this country. That is 
what it is. Like the hurricane that bore his name, Hur-
ricane Fay that came through this country, this Minis-
ter leaves discontent, mistrust and anger. And what 
does the One Bermuda Alliance sing with him? They 
sing another song, Madam Deputy Speaker. And you 
know what that song is? [Singing] Stand by your man 
. . . That is what it is.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, I am. 

Because the fact of the matter is that the 
same Minister who was the architect of the stench of 
Landow and the stench of Jetgate and money-for-
favours is still in the Cabinet. And the Honourable 
Premier sings, Stand by your man. The same Minister 
who is the architect of the failed waterfront land grab, 
which has exposed the Government to a settlement 
which would exceed millions of dollars, and the Pre-
mier still sings, [singing] Stand by your man.  

This is the Minister who singlehandedly 
pushed through reforms to immigration which are 
meant to consolidate the One Bermuda Alliance’s grip 
on power. And of course, to that, we all know what the 
Honourable Premier will sing—[singing] Stand by your 
man. So, when it comes to immigration policy, we 
know how the Honourable Minister feels, because the 
Honourable Minister’s immigration policy seems to be 
determined first by what is best for the foreigner, and 
when he rules against Bermudians, what does the 
Honourable Premier say? [Singing] Stand by your 
man. 
 
[Mr. Walton Brown, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: So, at every turn, this Minister has 
inflicted damage. He has cost the country countless 
amounts of money. And, guess what, Mr. Acting 
Speaker? He does not fear for his position. And you 
know why he does not fear for his position, Mr. Acting 
Speaker? Because he is the One Bermuda Alliance. 
Minister Fahy is Premier Michael Dunkley. 
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: That is what it is. Because I will 
again implore the people of this country, do not be 
deceived by the photo ops, the hospital visits, the 
phone calls of sympathy. Because if you want to hear 
the real voice of Premier Michael Dunkley, just listen 
to the voice of Minister Michael Fahy. That is the core 
of the One Bermuda Alliance. 
 So, the people of this country, [Mr.] Acting 
Speaker, are left with two options. There can only be 
two possible options. The first is that the Honourable 
Premier is as nasty as Minister Fahy, because he al-
lows him to get away with what he gets away with. 
That is the first option. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Member, point of 
order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Unparliamentary language] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Acting Speaker, that 
is not parliamentary language, to refer to a Minister as 
“nasty.” 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I will rephrase. I have no wish to 
rephrase it.  
 The first option is the Premier embraces the 
anti-Bermudian policies of the Minister, his very Minis-
ter, because he is able to get away with what he likes. 
The second and only other option must be that the 
Honourable Premier is weak, because he is powerless 
to stop his very own Minister from disrespecting the 
Bermudians of which he claims to serve. 
 Here is the thing, Mr. Acting Speaker. Both of 
those options are unacceptable, because neither is 
what this country needs. We do not need an anti-
Bermudian government and premier, and we do not 
need a weak premier. But that is what we have. Anti-
Bermudian policies endorsed from the very top. An 
unaccountable Minister of Home Affairs who cares not 
for Bermudians, and has no problem overruling tech-



2638 3 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

nical officers in favour of an employer who was found 
to [be lying] to the Government. The truth is, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker, the act of putting this Bermudian in ques-
tion, second in her own country, who did everything 
that she was supposed to do in order to get to where 
she needed to be, is supported by the Honourable 
Premier. It is condoned by the Honourable Premier. 
And this lady, who was denied the right to work in her 
own country, was denied by none other than first 
amongst equals, and that is Honourable Premier Mi-
chael Dunkley. 

Thank you, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member [singing]: Stand by your man . . .  
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member and Minister for Tourism Development and 
Transport. The Honourable Shawn Crockwell, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker. 
 And the Honourable Member who just took his 
seat is absolutely correct as it relates to collective re-
sponsibility. The decision of one Member of Cabinet is 
the decision of the entire Cabinet. And at no time has 
anyone on this side of the House tried to separate or 
divide ourselves from decisions made by individual 
Cabinet members.  

You know, I find it interesting . . . Actually, it 
was . . . In addition to the entertainment that we re-
ceived a few minutes ago, Mr. Acting Speaker, and 
the Honourable Member from constituency 6 is about 
to lose his role over there as the singer, it was very 
entertaining to hear that Honourable Member stand 
there and extol the ombudsman and extol the watch-
dog function of the ombudsman. 
 You know, in this journey, I have now had the 
opportunity to sit on that side of the House. And so I 
remember that journey and what the mindset was 
coming here on a week-by-week basis and remem-
bering the reaction of the Government. And the om-
budsman was not popular to the PLP Government, 
Mr. Speaker. And we said the exact same things that 
we are hearing today. And so, it is just interesting 
how, when roles change, language sometimes 
changes with it. 
 But, Mr. Acting Speaker, I want to first start off 
by talking about Minister Fahy, who has been a per-
sonal friend of mine since 2006 when I entered into 
politics. We entered into politics around the same 
time. And we have an interesting evolution together, 
because we served together in the United Bermuda 
Party. We left and formed the Bermuda Democratic 
Alliance and were part of the transition to the One 

Bermuda Alliance. And those things take . . . You 
know, it is easy to say it, but to live that and to go 
through that is a lot of work. There are significant 
transitions. It takes a lot of courage to leave a party 
that you were part of. And then it takes a lot of forti-
tude to form a new party. 
 I went through all of that with Minister Fahy. 
And I can tell you one thing that I know, without hesi-
tation. I will stand here today, or tomorrow, or at any 
time and state that Minister Fahy is a proud Ber-
mudian. Minister Fahy is . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, there was an inter-
polation. Someone said, Canadian.  

And you know, that is what is so unfortunate. 
Because Minister Fahy . . . there is no distinction be-
tween a Bermudian, based on whether you are born 
here or based on whether you have obtained status. 
No matter how that is, we are all status Bermudians, 
Mr. Acting Speaker. You may get that status through 
birth. Or you may get it through other means. But at 
the end of the day, you are a status Bermudian. And 
that is the problem.  

That interpolation underlines the problem. Be-
cause there are a lot of status Bermudians on that 
side, Mr. Acting Speaker, on that side, as well, who 
are not through birth. There are Members who sit in 
this House on that side who were not born here. But 
they are Bermudian. So I am saying . . . that is what 
causes the temperature to rise. 
 Minister Fahy is a proud Bermudian. And he 
has been here since a child. And he loves this coun-
try. And I can tell you that the decisions that he has to 
make and the journey that he has been on, particu-
larly in politics, I do not think anyone would deny the 
fact that Minister Fahy is an intelligent man. He is an 
attorney. He does not have to be in politics. He is not 
doing this because this is the career path that he has 
chosen. But he has done it because he has a passion 
for Bermuda. He has done it because he believes that 
Bermuda needs to go in a particular direction. And I 
have no problem standing here today and stating that 
Minister Michael Fahy is a man of integrity and pro-
bity. 
 
An Hon. Member: Are you saying that? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I have no problem saying 
that about my colleague, Minister Michael Fahy. And 
the comments and the contention that he is anti-
Bermudian are wrong and they are insulting.  
 You know, Mr. Acting Speaker, immigration is 
one of, if not . . . and I believe that under the current 
circumstances, the Ministry of Finance is probably the 
most challenging Ministry. But a close second has to 
be Immigration. And you would know, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, because you have spent a lot of time re-
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searching this and you can be seen as an authority on 
immigration, and you speak for immigration on the 
other side. The reason why it is a very difficult Ministry 
is because, by its nature, it is very emotive. By its na-
ture, it is a controversial Ministry. Because you are 
talking about allowing people in. You are making deci-
sions as it relates to work permits. And as this specific 
case is involved, you are put in a position at that time 
to make very difficult and what can be seen as very 
unpopular decisions. 
 And Minister Fahy is not alone in having to 
deal with the controversy of this Ministry, by its very 
nature. I mean, we know the former Minister for the 
Progressive Labour Party, who sat in another place as 
well, [Lieutenant] Colonel David Burch, also had a 
rocky time when it came to the decisions that he was 
making, and based on the argument of the Honour-
able Member who just took his seat, the decisions 
through Immigration that that Government was mak-
ing, they were controversial. They were difficult.  

In fact, I can recall the former and late Mem-
ber of Parliament, Julian Hall, someone whom I have 
a great deal of respect for. He categorised that former 
Minister as “a train wreck in slow motion”! That was 
the way that he characterised Senator Burch, because 
of the nature of that Ministry. You make tough deci-
sions that people . . . It is hardly no immigration deci-
sion that is not going to upset somebody. That is just 
the nature of it. 
 And Minister Fahy, despite all of the rancour 
that comes against him, continues to stand tall and 
continues to do what he believes is best. 
 So, you know, as my honourable colleague 
said a couple of weeks ago, it is one of those minis-
tries where you kind of have to say, I don’t really care 
about the criticism. That is what the former Senator 
said. He says, You know what? You can criticise me. 
You can be upset with me. I don’t care! I have a job to 
do. I’m going to do my job. And is it ironic that both of 
those Ministers were in the other place? I am now 
thinking to myself, maybe that is the case because of 
the nature of it. You put someone there who can have 
that flexibility of not being beholden, per se, to a con-
stituency, if you will, Mr. Acting Speaker, and give that 
latitude to go and get the job done. And so, there 
should be no surprise that decisions coming out of 
that Ministry at times create controversy. 
 Now, I can tell you of a specific case. It is a 
friend of mine (I am not going name names) working 
for a local company. And he got into a dispute with the 
employer . . . well, not the employer, but he and his 
supervisor, immediate supervisor, did not get along. 
And it was this very cantankerous relationship. And he 
ended up leaving the employment. And he wanted to 
be employed elsewhere. And so, obviously, when you 
go to a new employer, they would seek the advice of 
their former employer. And he got a bad reference. 
And the job that was advertised went to a non-
Bermudian.  

So he contacted me, very upset. I understood 
he was upset. He was like, I am qualified for this job! I 
said, Okay, so I walked through that whole process 
with him. And I said, Okay. Well, let’s ascertain why it 
was that you did not get the job, because he went to 
the Department of Immigration. He went there. And 
when it was ascertained that the reference that was 
given was not a good one, then clearly the new em-
ployer had a right to take that reference into consid-
eration. 
 Now, the point I am making is that no matter 
what I said to my friend, no matter how I said to him, 
Look. You know, although the reference may not have 
been reflective of your performance, maybe your su-
pervisor is trying to get you back. But you can only go 
by what is there. And unfortunately, the employer had 
a right to take that reference into account. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do not know. That is 
another whole process that you go through to try and 
ascertain the veracity of that reference. 

But the point is, that individual will always feel 
that he was not treated accordingly, always feel ag-
grieved through the process. Because these are deci-
sions that impact on people’s lives. And so, I get it. 
We get it that from time to time you are going to have 
situations where individuals are going to be unhappy. 
And of course, it is the Opposition’s role to capitalise 
on an unpopular decision and make it a political mat-
ter. 
 Now, the ombudsman’s report and the re-
sponse. Let me say that I personally know the om-
budsman. And I have tremendous respect for the om-
budsman, Ms. Victoria Pearman. From a professional 
perspective, she is an attorney who served her com-
munity extremely well, would take cases sometimes 
that no one else would take and, I am sure, quite often 
probably did not get the proper remuneration. She is 
someone who cares for her community. She had a 
major positive impact on my life, personally. And so, I 
have no criticism of the ombudsman from a personal 
perspective.  

She has a difficult job. As was articulated, she 
is the watchdog of the Government. Her job is to in-
vestigate situations and to espouse her opinion. In this 
case, her opinion was critical of the Minister and the 
department. And the Minister took issue with that, not 
the first time a Minister has taken issue with an om-
budsman's report. And he replied in his defence.  
 Now, earlier, when there was some to-ing and 
fro-ing on the response, the Opposition Leader inter-
polated and got up on a point of clarification and said 
it was a cut-and-paste, that Minister Fahy’s defence 
was a cut-and-paste of his defence in relation to a 
report. So if that is the case—I cannot say if it is, be-
cause I am not that familiar with it—I would take the 
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Opposition Leader’s word for it. If that is the case, 
then what is the problem?  

What is the problem with the Minister’s re-
sponse? If it is a cut-and-paste, and if the Opposition 
Leader was justified previously, then surely Minister 
Fahy is justified now in his defence. Now, whether or 
not we accept it, that could be subjective. But certainly 
to come up here and malign him for his defence 
seems a bit contradictory, if indeed it was very similar 
to the position that the Opposition Leader took for-
merly. 
 Now, we have had the same debate on the 
economy almost every week. In fact, what is interest-
ing is I have a notepad here. It is a newer notepad. 
And I tend not to like rip out the pages. And I just went 
back and found my notes from a few weeks ago that I 
could just get up and redo today, based on the econ-
omy, how we got here, what caused the dire straits, 
dire economic straits we find ourselves in today. 
 But you know what? I am not going to enu-
merate all of those arguments again. I have heard the 
Opposition say, as they have said for some time, that 
we are in the financial situation we are in because of 
the great recession. And there is no question that we 
have experienced a great recession. And I would just 
say again on the record that we have stated over the 
years, when we were in Opposition and now in Gov-
ernment, that in addition to the great recession, there 
were home-grown financial bad policies that exacer-
bated our condition. That has been our position. 
 
[Ms. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, in 
the Chair] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That has been our posi-
tion. And that was our argument, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, during the campaign. And the electorate 
agreed with us. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, enough of the elec-
torate to put us in Government, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Now, what I am going to suggest today, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, is let us park for a moment 
the blame game. Let us park it for a moment. Okay? 
There is a fact. The fact is that since 2008, our econ-
omy went into a free fall. That is a fact. Steady decline 
in almost every area, and that certainly coincided with 
the great recession. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, no. That is a fact. I 
am not blaming you. The fact is that that is the direc-
tion the economy went into. From there, we have 
heard Honourable Members get up and say, Well, 
let’s look at what the economy looked like pre-2008. 

 Madam Deputy Speaker, how much time do I 
have left? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have four minutes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
 So, the reality is that we inherited the worst 
economy since the Great Depression of 1930. Okay? 
That is a fact. Okay? We inherited that.  

As the Honourable Member said, So did the 
world. The fact is that we are not going to get out of 
that situation in two and a half years. That is a fact. 
And we have to come up with different ways to jump-
start the economy. It is impossible to turn around the 
economy in two and a half years. I understand the 
political approach, the bait-and-switch. But it has been 
two and a half years, Madam Deputy Speaker. These 
are facts. We have seen significant redevelopment in 
Bermuda since 2012. Some had started with the pre-
vious administration at Fairmont Hamilton. We 
brought it to fruition. We have seen $100 million in-
vested there. We are seeing redevelopment at the 
Pink Beach. These are facts. These are projects that 
have created jobs. 
 There will be new development, operative 
words “will be.” It is coming. Stay tuned! This parlia-
mentary session: Good news for St. George’s, a site 
that has been sitting undeveloped for 30 years. Okay? 
We have the America’s Cup, probably the single most 
economy-boosting event we will ever see in my gen-
eration, Madam Deputy Speaker. We heard the con-
struction industry, just this week, say things are turn-
ing around. We are seeing an improvement there. I 
have heard from real estate agents, we see improve-
ments. Things are turning around there. In my own 
Ministry, I have had minibus operators tell me they are 
busier than they have ever been. 
 So, you go around and talk to the people, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. And they see the signs of 
improvement. Go talk to some restaurateurs, and they 
will tell you they are getting more people in their res-
taurants and they are spending more money. We see 
the retail sector getting better, quarter after quarter. 
So, we are seeing signs of improvement. Nobody is 
happy with the pace. And we know by the very nature 
of a difficult economy there are going to be unhappy 
people. I had a neighbour, I am grateful and thankful 
that she recently got a job, but she was out of work for 
eight months! You could imagine what it was like 
bumping into her in the parking area. Every time I saw 
her, I need a job, Minister, I felt for her. She has two 
children, a single mother. It is not easy. 
 But the OBA did not create this situation. It is 
not easy. And let us say the PLP did not create the 
situation, Madam Deputy Speaker. But the fact of the 
matter is we have the situation. And the PLP post-
2008 had many years to try and address it. Now it is 
our turn. And during their tenure, there were immigra-
tion controversies; yes, there were. There were deci-



Official Hansard Report 3 July 2015 2641 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

sions made by individuals to bring in people that were 
unpopular. These things happen. We have heard 
when you talk about the Uighurs, we have heard peo-
ple get up and say it was a decision on morality, it was 
a human rights decision. Maybe so. Maybe so. 
 But every now and then, Ministers have to 
make tough decisions. They evaluate it. Maybe it is for 
political expediency, Madam Deputy Speaker, but I 
can say without hesitation, when Minister Fahy sits 
down and does his due diligence and he has to make 
a decision, whether it is unpopular or not, I know and I 
believe he makes a decision that is right. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the motion to adjourn? 
 There are no other Members?  
 Sorry. The Chair recognises the Member from 
constituency 23. The Honourable Patricia J. Gordon-
Pamplin, the Minister of Community, Cultural Devel-
opment and Sport, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it would be remiss of 
me to not contribute to this debate, because there 
seems to be a presumption, based on comments that 
have been articulated opposite, that every single deci-
sion that is made, every single case that is reviewed, 
every single client who walks into any Ministry some-
how finds its way around the Cabinet table. 
 I think Members opposite who have actually 
enjoyed the privilege of sitting in Cabinet, and perhaps 
even agonised [over] the situation of having to make 
difficult decisions, know that the decisions that are 
considered around the Cabinet table are effectively 
policy decisions, not individual case matters that might 
come. 
 But what happens in this particular given in-
stance? The one thing that I would have been tre-
mendously distressed about is if the Honourable 
Member from [constituency] 17 made the comment 
that this is a situation where somebody had a job and 
was dispossessed of that job as the result of a deci-
sion or intervention made by the present Minister. 
However, what the Honourable Member from [con-
stituency] 17 said is that the particular individual who 
was subject of the ombudsman’s report, that this was 
a 20-year-old problem.  
 Now, let us say 20 years ago, 1995, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, 1995 through 1998, let us assume 
that this matter was brought to the attention of the 
then-administration and it was not satisfactorily dis-
pensed with. Come 1998, there is a change of Gov-
ernment. And for the next 14 years, this situation that 
obviously created angst for the individual at that time 
was allowed to languish, with nothing having been 

done in order to rectify what they now say was such 
an egregious situation— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House as to nothing being done to rec-
tify. One of the things that was done was that the law 
was changed to ensure that that person, who is pri-
marily the subject of the matter, was able to practice 
their chosen profession in Bermuda, which had not 
been done prior to that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 23. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, while I accept the 
comment made by the Honourable Member, it is my 
understanding that during the currency of that period 
of time the individual who was referred to had, let us 
just say, because I do not think it is fair to bring peo-
ple’s personal business out in the public . . . But I 
think, let us say they had a rocky experience work-
wise and as a result were no longer was employed in 
the position that they previously held. And let us say, 
based on that, and if there was deemed to be some 
indisputable offence that was created over those past 
14 years, or let us say 12 years (if it took two years to 
change the legislation), then nothing was done to 
suggest that that individual now needs to be able to 
be reconsidered in the context of the position. 
 Fast forward after 17 years, 17.5 years, the 
situation again rears its head. Madam Deputy 
Speaker. None of us on this side, irrespective of what 
Members opposite would have the public believe and 
how they would want to stoke the emotions to suggest 
that we on this side do not care—nobody on this side 
wants to see any Bermudian unemployed.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, as I have said,  I am 
responsible for Financial Assistance. And I have stood 
on this floor, and I have said it in the public domain 
any number of times, that my ultimate goal is to have 
no money being expended out of the public purse for 
the benefit of Financial Assistance to any able-bodied 
or low-earnings individuals. I want people to be in a 
situation where their employment is sustaining and 
they are able to be self-sufficient without depending 
on the public purse for sustenance. That is what this 
Government is about. 
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 And that is the aim that each of us has in try-
ing to create policies that would help to inure for the 
benefit of the entire community. And some of those 
decisions, Madam Deputy Speaker, are going to be 
difficult ones that are being made because maybe the 
Opposition does not see it quite that way. But if we 
look in the overall context of things, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, if we are able to provide an environment in 
which employment is able to be gained by anyone 
who is interested in gaining that employment, that is 
our responsibility. Create the environment, not neces-
sarily hire people to create jobs, but to create an envi-
ronment in which jobs can be created. That is our job 
and our role as government. 
 But let me say, and I said it a little earlier, and 
I do not mind repeating myself because when I make 
statements I believe them to be true, unless I say to 
somebody, I am speaking in jest. I have said that the 
Opposition Leader has it right in this particular in-
stance. And the one thing that that Honourable Mem-
ber consistently and persistently says is that we as a 
people must learn how to be self-sufficient so that we 
can be more entrepreneurial and not sit back and la-
ment the fact that nobody will give us a job.  

Now, every one of us is not going to be in a 
position of being able to hang out our own shingle. 
That is a given. And there are some of us who, 
through various experiences and the manner in which 
we were brought up and our own comfort zones and 
our own personal and individual experiences, will work 
for somebody else. But when I saw the report of the 
ombudsman, what was very interesting to me is that 
the individual was not identified. And in not identifying 
the individual, I really took it off on a totally different 
tangent, believing it to be a totally different profession.  

I do remember that for a significant period of 
time two individuals in particular have consistently and 
persistently lamented the fact that they believe that 
their credentials had been overlooked to the benefit of 
others in their profession. And when I saw “profes-
sional,” I just assumed that these were the two. I did 
not consider the particular instance that has now been 
clarified a little more on the floor of the House today. 
 But let me say that we have heard not just this 
instance, we also heard Members opposite mention 
that there was an interview not too long ago by a for-
mer Member of this Honourable House [who was] also 
lamenting [as] somebody in a professional capacity 
that nobody would give them a job. 
 Now, let me say that when people leave here 
and they go off to college and make the necessary 
sacrifices that they must make in order to qualify for 
whatever profession they choose, it must always be 
with the expressed intent at the end of the day to 
know that their studies will be able to pay them back. 
So, if I am an accountant and I go and knock on the 
door for KPMG and I cannot get a job, or E&Y [Ernst 
& Young] and I cannot get a job, or Deloitte & Touche 
and I cannot get a job, or PwC [Pricewaterhouse-

Coopers] and I cannot get a job—I am going to open 
up my own shop. I am going to create an environment 
that does not allow me to be dependent on somebody 
else who is going to cause me angst. I say that from a 
professional perspective and certainly hope that the 
approach and attitude that we would have would en-
able and allow us, as Bermudians, to somehow dig 
deep with that entrepreneurial spirit and to say, If Joe 
is not going to give me a job, I’m going to create my 
own employment. And that is the position that I would 
like to encourage. I am not for one second attempting 
to denigrate the efforts of the individual in question 
and the difficulties that have arisen. 
 I will say without fear of contradiction that in-
dividual cases do not come around the Cabinet table, 
and neither should they. Because if we spent the en-
tire life that we have in that Cabinet office looking at 
every single client who walks into every single de-
partment for every single issue, there would never be 
anything done in terms of effecting good policy and 
policy direction that benefits the better good of all the 
people. 
 When things are brought to our attention that 
might be deficient, we have an obligation to look into 
those matters and to see how we can improve the lot 
of our people. And we on this side, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, choose not to do it in an emotive kind of 
way. What we choose to do when things are brought 
to our attention, as Members opposite can attest, we 
investigate them. And we look to ensure that we 
change things to the extent that it improves the lot of 
everybody. That is what we do. 
 But what we have seen is that Members op-
posite will come to this Honourable House, take to 
their feet, discuss issues that they may or may not 
even have brought to the attention of the Minister, and 
make political hay out of somebody’s pain. And, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I would posit that that is not 
right. It does an injustice to the people who are suffer-
ing. It does a serious injustice to this Honourable 
House. But let me say that if we can work together, 
and if there are challenges, bring them to our attention 
and let us have a look and see. 
 Now, while I know that the response on some 
of the things that were said over the course of the past 
week may not have gelled with some people, the re-
sponse was what it was. And whether we like it or not, 
there may be on the one hand one who believes that 
their position is correct, and on the other, somebody 
might see it differently. The Minister might see it dif-
ferently. We have heard that that has happened be-
fore with a grave error. And we have heard that there 
was a difference of opinion in terms of the contribution 
that was made by the person who was in that position 
as the ombudsman. And that position was challenged 
on the floor of this Honourable House. 
 I believe that the facts as they are understood 
have been put out. I believe that the Junior Minister 
has indicated and articulated how the perception of 



Official Hansard Report 3 July 2015 2643 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

what the Minister has or has not done has been effec-
tively put out. And I think that it is very important that 
we have to work together as a team in this Honour-
able House. Every one of us went to the polls on the 
same day. Every one of us on that day got enough 
votes in our constituency to win the right to  . . . no, to 
win the privilege to represent the people who voted for 
us. We are all here. And we should have as a com-
mon goal, irrespective of which of the parties ended 
up with the larger number of votes, hence forming the 
Government, we should have it within us as our raison 
d’être to ensure that we represent people to the best 
of our abilities, not to come here and make some po-
litical storm out of something, not to encourage people 
to storm the Senate in a disrespectful kind of way, not 
to stoke some of the challenges. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member, per-
haps inadvertently, is misleading the House by sug-
gesting that there were improper motives reflected on 
Members on this side in engaging in a legitimate ac-
tion of civil disobedience. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. I ac-
cept that the Honourable Member thinks . . . Let us 
just say that perception to many is reality. And the 
perception that came out of that certainly belies the 
comment that the Honourable Member just made. But 
he is certainly entitled, and on that we shall just agree 
to disagree. 
 But let me just say that we acknowledge that it 
takes, as my former Member Jim Woolridge used to 
say, my former colleague would say, It takes testicular 
fortitude in order to make some of the tough decisions 
that are necessary in order to run the government. If 
the general policies that come down the pipeline are 
all going off on a wrong tangent, then we obviously 
have to reconsider. What that does not say, though, is 
that the Opposition does not necessarily have the 
right to have the attitude that promotes dissention that 
effectively says, You do things our way. You have this 
reform the way we want to have it, and that is the only 
way that we are going to do it. 
 We can work collaboratively if we so choose. 
Or we can continue to do what the Opposition 
chooses to do, and that is to bring people’s pain to 
this Honourable House. And somehow they seem to 
gain pleasure from that pain by articulating the chal-
lenges that people face, inevitably without having first 

discussed those with the Minister or with the Govern-
ment. It is not necessarily the Minister; the Junior Min-
ister; another colleague who sits on the other side. 
 How can we make this better? And the only 
thing I ever want to see in this Honourable House, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, is that the plight and the lot 
of our people are made better by the policies that we 
have to make to ensure that when we do establish 
things that we believe to be for the better good, that 
they are able to withstand the scrutiny in the sunshine 
of the public to know that we do have their best inter-
ests at heart, and that we absolutely reject the com-
ments that are made and the bitterness and the vitriol 
that we hear coming from the other side in terms of 
what we are, who we are, and what we choose to do 
for the better good of our people. We want mature— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Honourable Minister is misleading the House. She 
spoke of us speaking of vitriol in describing their be-
haviour. Madam Deputy Speaker, we are merely 
speaking the truth. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is a point of order. Thank 
you. 
 Minister, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, let me just say that everybody is entitled to 
their opinion. Opinions are like noseholes. Everybody 
has got at least two. One of them is probably right, 
and the other one is probably wrong. And let me just 
say that the way it comes across, it is acerbic. What 
we deal with in this Honourable House is acidic, is 
perhaps the word that I want to say. And I do not think 
that any of that is necessary. I think that we can . . . I 
know it is about electioneering. It is posturing. It is all 
of those things that help to stoke the emotions out in 
the street. But is that going to get us the best that we 
can do? Are we seeing some green shoots in which 
our economy has started to turn around? Are we see-
ing positive impact?  
 I believe there was a poll that came out yes-
terday, if not the day before, in terms of people’s atti-
tude and approach as to how they believe they will 
benefit by some of the things that are being done by 
this Government. The Honourable Minister for Tour-
ism indicated, you know, Hang on to your hats. There 
is some positive stuff that you will be apprised of in 
due course this session—this session! And we will 



2644 3 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

continue to do those things that are necessary so that 
we can see this economy buoyed and that we can see 
Bermuda prosper. That is what we should all be aim-
ing for, and let us cut this juvenile rhetoric that we 
hear week after week after week. 
 You know, trust deficit? No. That is not the 
case at all. Difference of opinion? Yes. Trust deficit? 
No. Because we make it a point to advance what is 
good for the entire country. And if Honourable Mem-
bers opposite disagree, fine. Let us know your levels 
of disagreement, and then either we adopt their rec-
ommendation or we agree to disagree. But under no 
circumstance should we in this Honourable House 
have the kind of rancour that has become the norm in 
this Honourable House to the point, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I do not think I have ever heard a Deputy 
Speaker have to bang a gavel 20 times in one ex-
change. You know, I know that there was a day when 
that gavel would be banged twice, and the House 
would be adjourned.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And we are not 
looking for any favours in any regard. We just want 
the things to happen the way they ought to happen. 
We understand emotion. We understand reaction. We 
understand response. But there are things that are 
appropriate, and there are things that are not. And the 
Honourable Member asks one question: Is this Kum-
baya? The answer is, yes, and it ought to be. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. And I acknowledge the honourable col-
leagues on that side applauding my honourable col-
league on the speech that she just gave. It hit the 
mark, often. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am delighted to 
have the opportunity to speak on the motion to ad-
journ tonight. And let me start out in response to the 
Honourable Member from constituency 17, who spoke 
to start the motion to adjourn about three hours ago. 
The Honourable Member, a couple of weeks ago . . . I 
am not sure if it was two weeks or three weeks ago, 
but the Honourable Member brought to the attention 
of this Honourable Chamber, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that there was an issue within a government 
department where discipline was not done in the cor-
rect way. And after that comment, I approached the 
Honourable Member. And I asked the Honourable 
Member to help me out, let me direct it in the right 

way, and let us see if we can get some resolution to 
this. 
 So, about three or four days later, the Hon-
ourable Member sent down an e-mail. And I just want 
to report to colleagues in this Honourable House and 
the people who might have been listening then and 
listening now, that the Honourable Member sent me 
an e-mail, I directed it on to the appropriate depart-
ment. And I would have to say, within three or four 
hours, that matter was cleared up to the Honourable 
Member’s satisfaction. 
 And I say that to say, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I am all for people speaking on the floor of 
this Honourable House when they come up here. But 
if they bring information to the Government benches, I 
will do everything I can to make sure my colleagues 
get back with information and try to resolve issues. 
And it worked in that case. 
 In regard to the matter the Honourable Mem-
ber raised as well, tonight, in response to the Coral 
Beach matter, I sent out an e-mail when the Honour-
able Member was speaking. I asked the Minister and 
the Junior Minister, through the Chief Immigration Of-
ficer, to get back on that matter. I am still waiting for a 
reply. I have had one reply, which I will speak to the 
Honourable Member afterwards and give you an up-
date on that. 
 We all take these matters very seriously, and 
while we might want to come up here from time to 
time and make a little bit of political hay about things, 
it is important that we resolve these complaints. And 
as I told the Honourable Member in the kitchen earlier, 
I am happy to give my phone number out on the air. If 
people have concerns, they can call me up: 734-8153. 
Write it down: 734-8153. Do not call me now because 
I am speaking; I cannot answer it for the next 15 min-
utes. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But that is how serious we 
are about doing things. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am going to 
get political here for a few moments because that is 
what this is all about. The Opposition seem to have a 
short memory, or they continually forget, or they wiped 
the memory bank clean in December of 2012. Why do 
I say that? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And my honourable col-
league says, Yes, the men in black, PSST! Done! 
 Why do I say that? Because the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition complained about Minister 
Fahy’s remarks in regard to the ombudsman, when he 
himself has done something not too long ago. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. The point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
never made any remarks. Can you recall? You were 
sitting in the Chair. But maybe the Premier was out-
side the Chamber trying to cover his head in shame. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. That was a poor attempt at a point of 
order. I will get the Hansard next week and read it out 
for you and prove that you were wrong. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay. Point of information 
then. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No point of information. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Not accepted. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You do not to accept a point 
of information? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I do not wish to accept it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Not accepted. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No point of clarification. I 
do not wish to accept it. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, okay. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I sat quietly for three hours 
and did not interrupt those Members. So unless it is 
something legit—quit. If it is not legit, quit. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, I sat here and lis-
tened to insults, hallucinations and misinformation. 
Take your choice, colleagues on the other side of the 
floor, take your choice.  

The Honourable Member is interpolating; I will 
let him go. Insults, hallucinations or misinformation. 
Now, we know it could be misinformation because the 
silent master behind the scenes already said this a 
couple of weeks ago in an e-mail to one of my col-
leagues which he did not deliver himself. He sent a 
messenger to deliver the e-mail about misinformation. 
We will do anything we can, and it was misinforma-
tion. 

 So it is insults, hallucination or misinformation. 
And why do I say that? I have heard comments such 
as the stench. Now, who uses that word as parliamen-
tary language, stench? I have heard, references to 
treason. I have heard Honourable Members on that 
side tonight say liars and deceivers. You cannot find 
better English than that? Really? Really? Anti-union 
Government. Tyrants. 
 Now, you know, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
anybody can stand up here and hurl insults, hallucina-
tions or misinformation. I will not take it! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, the Honourable 
Member who is interpolating, I sat here for three 
hours! And now the Honourable Member needs to 
learn some manners! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He had a chance to 
speak. Madam Deputy Speaker, the Opposition 
Leader loves to talk in the papers, loves to talk in the 
papers and nothing of it comes true. I gave him a 
chance to speak tonight, and he stayed in his seat. In 
May, in May. Here we close again tonight, and I will 
be the last speaker, as the Opposition Leader goes, 
Shh! Shh! Shh! Shh! Shh! Shh! He is like a hot-air bal-
loon that struck a telephone wire, electricity wire. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

CENSURE MOTION—SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 
  
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Pssshoo! It hits the 
ground. It is all hot air. The Honourable Member said 
in May that by the next Friday the Speaker would not 
be the Speaker of this House. Five Fridays are gone! 
The Speaker is still the Speaker of this House. The 
Honourable Member said in the paper this week that, 
Soon come we will deal with that. 

Well, another night has gone and they have 
not taken up the Censure Motion. The Honourable 
Member is full of hot air! He is a hot air balloon. 
 And unfortunately, that hot air balloon hits the 
ground every week. I think the Honourable Member 
has not spoken tonight because the master behind the 
scenes in that party has said, Honourable Opposition 
Leader, you need to be quiet, because every time you 
open your mouth, you are embarrassing the party and 
you are making it very difficult for us to move ahead. 
That is what I hear in the street. That is what I hear in 
the street.  

I am happy for people to stand up and give 
me a point of order on that. But they will not give a 
point of order on that. So I do not want to hear the 
insults and stuff. I do not want to hear the insults and 
hallucinations and misinformation. It is all about trying 
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to divide and conquer. That is what it is. It is all about 
trying to divide and conquer. 
 Now, we get to this matter of [who are really] 
“Bermudians.” Really? All of us in this Chamber are 
Bermudians. And the nerve, the audacity of any 
Member in here to question their Bermudian over 
somebody else. How do you rank a Bermudian? What 
is a Bermudian? Huh? Come on; give me a break. We 
all could argue, I’m more Bermudian than you be-
cause I love my peas and rice, or I go to Cup Match 
every year, or I was born in Bermuda. Come on! What 
is that all about? What is a Bermudian? 
 I do not want to get into classifications of 
Bermudians because that is divide and conquer.  We 
need to start uniting people. Stop dividing people. 
Stop using that vitriolic language that divides people 
and seeds that mistrust and deceit in their minds. We 
live in tough times. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Nobody is denying that we 
live in tough times. So, if we live in tough times, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I will tell those people on 
that side who, as my mother used to say, I’m going to 
wash your mouth out with soap if you don’t get some 
manners. I sat here for three hours, and I did not inter-
rupt those people who need to learn some manners. 
 I am not going to classify Bermudians. I am 
not going to classify who is more Bermudian. But 
more importantly, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am not 
going to classify who cares more about Bermudians. 
Because that is the game that strives to be played 
sometimes in Political 101. It is absolutely ridiculous. It 
is demeaning to all of us in this House, whether you 
are on the receiving end or the giving end. Who cares 
more about Bermudians? Give me a break.  

We cannot make a better argument than that? 
We cannot really make a better argument than that? 
We are not smarter than that? We haven’t been in this 
political business, important business, long enough to 
come up with something better than that? Who cares 
more about Bermudians? Anti-Bermudian policies and 
stuff like that. 
 Let me tell you something, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, in a polite way. I ask those Members on that 
side, if the amnesia kicks out for just a few moments, 
how many jobs were lost under the former administra-
tion? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: How many Bermudian 
jobs were lost under the former administration? And 
the Honourable twerping Opposition Leader said, Who 
do I employ at Dunkley’s? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am happy to bring him 
down if—I did bring him down. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. I am listening. Your point 
of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Obviously, the Premier is los-
ing composure. I asked a simple question, Who does 
he hire at Dunkley’s? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: But your point of order is? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He is imputing improper mo-
tives. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He called me a twerp. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What is that? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, I understand. Sylvan will 
know what that means. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I do not hire any-
body at Dunkley’s because I do not make those deci-
sions, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
 Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
on that side needs to withdraw that interpolation. He 
said now I am lying to Parliament. That is unaccept-
able.  

Member right there—withdraw the comment! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, Members! Premier, 
if you would have a seat. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Enough! Thank you very much.  
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[Pause] 

The Deputy Speaker: If we are now ready to proceed 
so we can go home, we will do so. 

Premier. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That was the Member 
from constituency 18, the Honourable Member David 
Burt. The truth hurts, and then you get childish and 
you have to belittle people. 

So I said, how many Bermudian jobs were lost 
under the former administration? Did they care about 
Bermudians at that time? Because I did not hear them 
come up here and say, Well, you know, we are losing 
jobs and we care for you, and all that. They avoided 
the subject! They tried to talk about the great depres-
sion and all that other stuff, and they were doing their 
best . . . I ask them, how many businesses closed dur-
ing the former administration? How many Bermudian 
businesses closed, Madam Deputy Speaker?  

Point of order? Anybody want to tell me on 
that side? No! Because they do not . . . The Honour-
able twerping Member again says something about—  

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. Your point of order is? 

POINT OF ORDER 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. The Member is 
violating the rules of the House. 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Member. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: If you look at [Stand-
ing Order] 19(11)(b), (c) and (f). 

The Deputy Speaker: I know it by heart. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: He needs to withdraw 
that statement. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, thank you very much. 
Thank you very much. 

I would also like to remind individuals, as I 
have reminded them earlier today, if they speak in 
undertones no one should be able to hear anyone 
speaking other than the individual who is standing to 
their feet. That is also under [Standing Order] 19, 
Member. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that would not be speaking in an undertone. 
That came out of the mouth of the Premier. 

The Deputy Speaker: I understand. I understand. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, that was not an 
undertone. 

The Deputy Speaker: I understand. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And he needs to with-
draw the statement. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. What I was trying to 
say is that, indeed, under our rules we also have a 
rule of speaking in undertones. And if we all spoke in 
undertones, we would not hear anyone.  

But Premier, . . . I recognise, I recognise your 
request. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, can you refer me to that speaking in under-
tones in the [Standing Orders]? 

The Deputy Speaker: Absolutely. Would you like to 
give me a minute? And I will hold the time. Sure. It is 
[Standing Order] 19. 

[Crosstalk] 

[Pause] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. Well, 
there are so many rules which are normally often bro-
ken. But under [Standing Order] 11, which is Mem-
bers’ Conduct (I am hoping the Member has his rules 
in front of him), it is, [Standing Order] 11(2)(iii) “While 
a Member is speaking, all other Members shall be 
silent or shall confer only in undertones, and shall not 
make unseemly interruptions.” 

Does that help? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That does not help. 

The Deputy Speaker: That does not help? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am talking about, I 
am talking about, I am talking under the rules of de-
bate, under [Standing Order] 19(11)(d). That is what I 
am talking about.  

The Deputy Speaker: I was not questioning that, 
Member. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, no, but— 

The Deputy Speaker: I was never questioning that. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But that is what I am 
questioning. That is what I am calling. 

The Deputy Speaker: Right. 
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Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Because the Premier 
violated this rule. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I was not questioning 
that. And if you had allowed me to continue I would 
have pointed that out. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, but he needs to 
withdraw the statement. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you.  
 Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Will the Member withdraw the statement? Be-
cause this is a violation of the rules. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I understand. I understand. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: He needs to be told by 
the Speaker that he needs to withdraw that statement. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. Thank 
you very much. 
 Premier, it could have been considered as 
offensive and insulting. And, Premier, would you with-
draw the statement, please? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Which statement? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I think the Member is refer-
ring to the statement about the “twerping” Opposition 
Leader. That is the statement that we are asking to be 
withdrawn. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. So 
much time lapsed, I had actually forgotten. Thank you. 
 Premier? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. I follow your guidance. Now— 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. You asked him to withdraw 
the statement. 

The Deputy Speaker: I was assuming that after you 
followed my guidance it was going to come, Member. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: He has not done that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
follow your guidance. I will not say twerping Opposi-
tion Leader. I will say rudely interpolating Opposition 
Leader. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Will the— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Your point of order 
is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Premier is trying 
to be very sarcastic. But the thing is, he needs to 
withdraw the statement. That is what he has to do. 
Simple as that. 
 
An Hon. Member: Formally! Formally! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I will go back to where I was when I was inter-
rupted with misinformation and confusion in this re-
gard. 
 So, I was talking about the poor memory— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, will you rule on this here? Because the Pre-
mier is not following your ruling. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 I do believe you said you would refrain from, 
and you would— 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I did. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —withdraw. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I did. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And you would withdraw. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Hansard will show 
that I did do that. 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I withdrew it and reworded 
it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very 
much. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: If the Members cannot 
figure that out, I cannot help them tonight. I know it is 
not that late, but it has been a long day. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very 
much. 

Premier, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I was talking about the 
lack of acknowledgement by the former Government 
on the Bermudian jobs that were lost and the lack of 
acknowledgement by the former Government on Ber-
mudian businesses that are closed. 
 I also want to reflect on the lack of acknowl-
edgement by the former Government on how poor 
they were at creating opportunity. How many hotels 
were built under the former Government? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is right. How many 
promises were broken? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order! Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: What about . . . The Honour-
able Member is misleading the House. Tucker’s Point, 
Belmont Hills, just to name two, all developed during 
the PLP Government. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. So your point of 
order is misleading? Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: How much time is left, 
Madam Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: One minute. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, in regard to 
the Honourable Member from constituency 18, if he 
has a problem with my actions, what I do in the com-
munity and how I get out, how I associate with people, 
the people I go visit, whether in hospital, out of hospi-
tal, and what I do, well, he will have to get over it. I do 
not listen to what the Honourable Member says quite 
often because it is misinformation. 
 I will finish up by saying two things. The Hon-
ourable Member made a quote, Bermudians are de-
nied the right to work in their own country. How many 
Bermudians were denied the right to work in their own 
country under the former Government? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Thousands, thousands! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That question has been 
answered. So, until you cast a stone and it reflects no 
ripples on the pond, keep the stone on the ground and 
try to figure out how to do something by uniting peo-
ple. 
 We understand we are in a difficult position, 
and I support Minister Fahy. And I am not surprised 
Honourable Members on that side want to come up 
here and try to pick at Minister Fahy tonight. If you do 
not agree with something, you have got to speak up. 
Minister Fahy consulted me before the ombudsman 
report even came out.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And I agreed with his opin-
ion on that. He consulted me before the statement, 
and I agreed with the approach. I support all my Minis-
terial colleagues. 

I would like to close by wishing you and eve-
ryone a good weekend. And let us try to unite and not 
divide. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
 There is no other business. I move that the 
House now stands adjourned until Friday, July the 
10th. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 7:15 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 10 July 2015.] 
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[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, 
Speaker] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
12 and 19 June 2015 

 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we have the 
confirmation of the Minutes of [June] 12th and 19th. 
Those Minutes should have been received by Mem-
bers. And if there are no corrections or objections to 
those Minutes, then those Minutes will be confirmed. 
 Are there any corrections or objections? 
 There are none; so, those Minutes are con-
firmed. 
 
[Minutes of 12 and 19 June 2015 confirmed] 
 
The Speaker: The Minutes of June 26th and July 3rd 
will be deferred. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: First, on the Order Paper, Order No. 10 
should read, actually, “tabled July 3rd.” It says 10th, 
“July 10th”; but it should be July 3rd. 
 Also, I have received a message from the 
Premier, who will be absent this morning, but will be 
present this afternoon, and who has a Ministerial 
Statement about his business trip to share with the 
House, which we will, with the House’s concurrence, 
do this afternoon if there are no objections to that. 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 

 
PAPERS AND OTHER  

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Member, Dr. the Honourable Grant Gibbons. You 
have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning to you. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION PROTECTION ACT 
(PIPA) DRAFT MODEL  

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I have 
the honour to attach and submit for the information of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Personal In-
formation Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model document 
for consultation. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  

AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 
 

The Speaker: As I mentioned earlier, the Honourable 
Premier will be here this afternoon and will give his 
Statement once he returns. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Dr. 
Grant Gibbons. You have the floor. 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION PROTECTION ACT 
(PIPA) DRAFT MODEL 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the tabling a minute or so ago of 
the Personal Information Protection Act, or PIPA, 
Draft Model is a milestone in the protection of the 
rights of the residents of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to conceive today of 
life without the Internet and technology. We take for 
granted the ability to communicate instantaneously 
with the office or home, or watch global events unfold-

http://cloudfront.bernews.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/bermuda_pipa_draft_model-2015.pdf
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ing and even participate in, or comment on, activities 
as they are happening here or elsewhere. 
 Tools such as social media have provided 
untold benefits, supporting e-democracy initiatives 
and highlighting human rights and other injustices, 
and on a personal level enabling families and friends 
around the world to connect in richer ways. 
 Many people would agree that these technol-
ogy applications and developments have improved 
our lives, but they are also concerned about the po-
tential abuses of their privacy and security, as data 
breaches and other misuses increase. In fact, the lat-
est ICT [information communication technology] sur-
vey undertaken by the Department of E-Commerce 
indicated that 97 per cent of Bermuda residents be-
lieved it is important to protect their personal informa-
tion. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is now also widely recognised 
that the development of the global economy is largely 
dependent on the growth of information and commu-
nication technologies, or the ICT sector. However, the 
true success and meaningful growth of this sector will 
depend on the confidence that the public has in its 
use. 
 Global ICT organisations such as the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (or ITU), the OECD 
and trading blocs such as the EU all clearly state that 
cyber security is key to the building of confidence and 
that information privacy laws are a critical element of 
such security. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, Hon-
ourable Members will be aware that in the Speech 
from the Throne on November 7th, 2014, the Govern-
ment committed to introducing legislation to protect 
the rights of individuals with respect to the use of their 
personal information. This is known as the right to “in-
formational privacy,” which is privacy applied to per-
sonal information held by organisations. It is therefore 
the Government’s intention to provide every Bermuda 
resident with this important right. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Department of E-Commerce 
has been working on creating a bespoke privacy 
framework which meets the objectives of providing 
comprehensive privacy rights for individuals. This 
framework will reflect accepted international standards 

and will take into account Bermuda’s economic inter-
ests and regulatory environment. This has been a dif-
ficult task, as the international privacy landscape 
keeps evolving and technology developments create 
new challenges in this area. 
 Mr. Speaker, the department’s privacy team 
has undertaken significant research and consulted 
with privacy and legal experts, regulators and stake-
holders over the course of this initiative. The result 
has been the development of a draft privacy model 
designed to meet Bermuda’s unique requirements. 
This framework is known as the Personal Information 
Protection Act, or PIPA, Draft Model. 
 Mr. Speaker, the PIPA Draft Model sets out 
how organisations, businesses and the Government 
may use personal information. It details a set of inter-
nationally accepted privacy principles that reflect ac-
cepted standards of good business practices for the 
use of personal information. It is done in a manner 
that recognises the need to protect the rights of indi-
viduals in relation to their personal information, and for 
organisations to use those data to provide services for 
legitimate purposes. In many cases, companies have 
already adopted some of these practices such as ask-
ing a client’s permission prior to putting the client on a 
mailing list. These efforts go a long way in generating 
trust between customers and service providers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the PIPA Draft Model covers 
personal information in both the online and offline en-
vironments. Highlights of the model include provisions 
for the protection of children’s personal information, as 
well as prohibiting the use of personal sensitive infor-
mation. Sensitive information is a special category 
and includes such details as race, religion, sexual ori-
entation, et cetera, which could be used to discrimi-
nate against someone. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I previously mentioned, the 
international privacy landscape is complex and poses 
challenges, in particular for international companies 
operating across jurisdictions with differing privacy 
regimes. For this reason, many countries now operate 
a test of adequacy, especially the European Union 
[EU], so that organisations based in countries deemed 
as adequate may, when necessary, freely transfer 
personal information between them.  
 As more countries adopt privacy legislation, 
this network of trusted countries becomes larger and 
those outside it are at a commercial disadvantage. 
The PIPA Draft Model has been prepared so that an 
application for “adequacy" can be made so that Ber-
muda would be viewed as being adequate. 
 Mr. Speaker, the adoption of privacy legisla-
tion will help in maintaining Bermuda’s competitive 
advantage by promoting Bermuda as a jurisdiction 
that may be trusted to protect personal information, 
and will bring the country into line with many of our 
competitor jurisdictions and potential markets. 
 Mr. Speaker, the PIPA Draft Model has been 
designed to meet the many important and varied ob-
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jectives previously outlined. However, before proceed-
ing with the drafting of the legislation, we feel it is im-
portant at this stage to identify any unintended conse-
quences or implications that may result from its im-
plementation. 
 Therefore, with the publication of the PIPA 
Draft Model [PDF], we are also formally launching a 
period of public consultation, which will take place 
from today, July 10th, until August 17th of this year. 
The public is invited to comment on the PIPA Draft 
Model and can find copies of the model and related 
documentation on the Privacy website at 
www.privacy.bm. That is www.privacy.bm. Information 
can also be obtained directly from the Department of 
E-Commerce. The website will also contain informa-
tion on how to submit comments, which will all be 
posted. 
 The consultation period will also include two 
public information sessions, which will be held to ex-
plain the PIPA Draft Model in more detail and to an-
swer questions. Mr. Speaker, the public consultation 
exercise will assist us in moving forward with develop-
ing the legislation that will meet our many require-
ments and allow the residents of Bermuda to finally 
say that Privacy is my right. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would also like to 
acknowledge the early work done by the former Gov-
ernment on this initiative and to express my gratitude 
to the members of the Privacy team, in particular the 
Attorney General’s Office through the Chief Parlia-
mentary Counsel, Ms. Cathryn Balfour Swain; our pri-
vacy legal experts, Mr. Eduardo Ustaran and Ms. Vic-
toria Hordern from the firm of Hogan Lovell; and Mr. 
Graham Wood. I would particularly like to thank our 
Ministry Consultant, Nancy Volesky, who has piloted 
this work from the beginning. And finally, I would also 
like to thank those stakeholders who have participated 
in the process to date. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Health and Seniors. Minister Atherden, 
you have the floor. 
 
REBRANDING THE NATIONAL OFFICE FOR SEN-
IORS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED — AGEING & 

DISABLED SERVICES 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will be 
aware of the role and significant work of the National 
Office for Seniors & the Physically Challenged 
(NOSPC). The office was formed in 2000 as a means 
by which to centralise the coordination of services to 
these two communities. The office serves as a reposi-
tory of information and assistance for those in need 
among seniors and disabled persons. While the exist-
ing name of the office matched its original mandate, 

the mission has expanded and the acceptable no-
menclature over time has been revised. 
 Mr. Speaker, I can advise that the office pro-
vides services to all persons with disabilities and not 
just those with physical challenges. Best practice now 
demands that the term “physically challenged” is re-
placed by reference to “persons with disabilities,” or 
alternately, “disabled” or “disabilities.” 
 Mr. Speaker, other jurisdictions are replacing 
the term “seniors” with “ageing” when referring to ser-
vice delivery. The use of the term ageing is consistent 
with the Government’s plan to promote such initiatives 
as the National Ageing Plan and the concept of age-
ing in place or ageing at home. 
 Therefore, Mr. Speaker, as NOSPC continues 
to rebrand itself and develop policies and procedures 
best suited to the expanded remit and the delivery of 
services to those two critical segments of society, it is 
proposed to change the name of the office to Ageing 
and Disabled Services (ADS), with effect from 1st of 
September 2015. This change will be well communi-
cated to the public and is set to form the backdrop to a 
Seniors Fair to be held at Victoria Park on Thursday, 
the 3rd of September, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. At 
the event, Mr. Speaker, we will provide entertainment 
and lunch and, in partnership with several stakeholder 
groups, also present health care displays and informa-
tion-sharing on services offered in the community. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. I believe 
you have another— 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have not finished, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this rebranding 
forms part of an important reorganisation within the 
National Office, which will ensure that our seniors and 
persons with disabilities receive the best attention 
their issues demand. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, as the remit of 
NOSPC changes, it is important the relevant legisla-
tion should also be amended to provide better protec-
tion for our seniors and persons with disabilities. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, with seniors being 
the fastest growing population, we need to have better 
legislative protection for them, as well as persons with 
disabilities. Amendments to the current legislation are 
necessary in order for the National Office to operate 
more effectively for the benefit of these populations. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Seniors Advisory 
Council (SAC) was appointed at the beginning of the 
year and has met regularly. Its two main objectives 
were identified as follows: 

1. Produce a National Ageing Strategy; and 
2. Develop proposals for the establishment of 

the Seniors Advisory Council as an oversight 

http://cloudfront.bernews.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/bermuda_pipa_draft_model-2015.pdf
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body to identify issues affecting the Island's 
senior population and to provide advice on 
policies and legislation impacting on seniors. 

 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the council estab-
lished six task groups to review goals, objectives and 
recommendations developed by the 2013 SAC and 
further develop these for consideration by the Ministry 
of Health. These groups are: 

• Active (healthy) ageing; 
• Education/workforce development; 
• Comprehensive planning and accountability; 
• Finance (which encompasses financial secu-

rity for older adults and caregivers); 
• Long-term care; and 
• Public policy/legislation. 

 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, SAC has completed 
its review and developed recommendations to: 

1. strengthen community-based supports and 
services (CBSS); 

2. support families and informal caregivers; 
3. strengthen the Island's long-term care system 

(nursing homes and residential care facilities); 
4. bolster protection for seniors (from abuse, 

fraud, et cetera); 
5. promote active ageing; and 
6. promote accountability, collaboration and 

comprehensive planning for seniors. 
 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Seniors Advisory 
Council will consolidate these recommendations and 
produce several reports, including: 

(i) General Recommendations for Measures to 
Strengthen Services for Seniors; 

(ii) A Long-term Care Strategy; and 
(iii) An Active Ageing Strategy. 

 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government is committed to 
provide the appropriate care and network of support 
services for those in our disabled population. Every 
member of this community is valued, and we intend to 
create a set of services that properly provide for them. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 Honourable Minister, I think you have a third 
Statement? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: A second, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Second; sorry. Second Statement. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: The second of three. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 

 
HEALTH CARE SUMMIT—IMPROVING THE SYS-

TEM THROUGH COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, our system 
of health care touches the lives of every citizen at vir-
tually every stage of life. Quality care, access to that 
care and its affordability remain important issues for 
the community, and there are significant competing 
interests that [comprise] the sectors responsible for 
various roles in the health care continuum. 
 Mr. Speaker, as the Minister responsible for 
Health, much of my time is spent considering the per-
spectives presented by those diverse groups. Our cur-
rent system exists on a platform crafted in the 1970s, 
and whilst numerous improvements have been made, 
this economy has tested the sustainability of that sys-
tem and has required us to sharpen the focus on how 
we resolve the modern problems presented. 
 Mr. Speaker, some weeks ago, I had the op-
portunity to meet with representatives of charities and 
advocacy groups, who raised with me, on behalf of 
their members, how necessary increases in the pre-
miums for the Standard Health Benefit would affect 
them and others in vulnerable populations in this 
community. This was a useful exchange and provided 
an opportunity for me to hear first-hand the opinions 
and real-time experiences of those most affected by 
changes in this area of health care in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, this meeting was one of many, 
as I indicated, and it has become clear that our com-
munity will benefit from a constructive, facilitated and 
ongoing dialogue on all aspects of health care. There-
fore, Mr. Speaker, I have tasked the Ministry of 
Health, Seniors and Environment team to organise a 
summit on health care, set for July 22nd at Elbow 
Beach hotel from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Invitations have 
been sent to NGOs; insurers; the hospitals; doctors; 
nurses, administrators of HIP, GEHI and FutureCare; 
and the Bermuda Health Council. Together, we will 
spend a morning setting out the priorities from each 
perspective that demands our acknowledgement, un-
derstanding and solutions. I expect a robust discus-
sion, but one in which each entity gains a greater un-
derstanding of the issues. 
 Mr. Speaker, this level of community en-
gagement manifests this Government’s commitment 
to listening to all stakeholders and ensuring that all 
voices are heard. In advising this Honourable House 
of this event, I wish to emphasise that this summit 
represents the beginning of a process. This is one 
important step in addressing our health care system 
issues through community engagement. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Minister. 
 You now have a third Statement. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
 STEPS TO A WELL BERMUDA: RELEASE 

OF SURVEY FINDINGS 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker and Honour-
able colleagues, a year ago almost to the day, I rose 
to share an update on the STEPS to a Well Bermuda 
survey. As you will recall, this was Bermuda's first ex-
perience with the World Health Organization's chronic 
disease risk factor surveillance survey. The STEPS to 
a Well Bermuda survey was at its midpoint last July, 
and a dozen or so determined interviewers were in the 
field each day, battling the heat and trying to stay en-
couraged throughout the labour-intensive process of 
conducting the survey. Well, they succeeded! The 
survey process was completed in December 2014, 
and the results have been analysed and are now 
available to be shared. 
 Mr Speaker, I must again acknowledge the 
determined STEPS interviewers because it is due to 
their persistence that I can stand before you today to 
share some of the results of this important population 
survey. Also, we have to thank the many citizens of 
Bermuda who welcomed the STEPS interviewers into 
their homes and who cooperated with the detailed 
health and lifestyle questionnaire, and the physical 
and biochemical measurements. 
 In the end, 1,195 households participated in 
the STEPS survey. Participants were surveyed in their 
homes initially for STEP 1 and STEP 2. In STEP 1 of 
the survey, social, demographic and lifestyle informa-
tion were gathered. And in STEP 2, physical meas-
urements such as weight, height, waist circumference 
and blood pressures were measured. 
 Following the first two steps of the process 
was STEP 3, consisting of biochemical measure-
ments. Ultimately, 467 individuals completed STEP 3, 
meaning that they attended a clinic for the biochemi-
cal measurements. In STEP 3, laboratory tests were 
done for fasting blood glucose and cholesterol. 
 Although this was our first experience with the 
STEPS survey protocol, Bermuda was able to include 
an optional module, STEP 4a. The Oral Health Sec-
tion of the Department of Health conducted oral health 
screenings on a subset of the STEPS participants, 
and we will shortly have information from those as-
sessments to add to the large amount of population 
health information gathered in this process. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to stand be-
fore you today to share just a few of the interesting 
results of the survey and to announce that a summary 
of the STEPS data, in the form of a fact sheet, is now 
being made available on the website 
www.health.gov.bm. The detailed survey findings, 
summarised from over 250 questions or data points, 
will be made available and disseminated in the com-
munity in stages over the next several weeks. 

 The vast amount of information obtained from 
a population survey requires a communication plan. 
The quantity of information is large, the interpretations 
can be complex at times, and the implications for 
community action must be consulted on fully. 
 The communication plan we have devised 
consists of first publicising the STEPS to a Well Ber-
muda Fact Sheet, followed by sequential release of 
detailed information. Each week between now and the 
end of October, we will focus on one or two health 
issues addressed by the survey. 
 This serial roll-out of information and recom-
mendations to the public will also be accompanied by 
small stakeholder consultations to advance our un-
derstanding of the results and to plan interventions. 
The stakeholder groups will include Department of 
National Drug Control, public health partners such as 
Bermuda Diabetes Association and the Bermuda 
Heart Foundation, and specific groups of health care 
providers, among others. 
 Mr. Speaker, we will all recall that the purpose 
of the STEPS survey was not simply to find out infor-
mation on the health and chronic disease risk factors 
of the community, but also to be able to utilise this 
health information to create appropriate interventions 
to improve health. That is precisely the intention of the 
Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit of the Ministry. 
We will systematically share the STEPS data findings 
and organise collaborative discussions to plan appro-
priate preventative actions. 
 Today, as a brief preview, I will share a few of 
the findings I found especially relevant. I encourage 
the Members of this Honourable House and all the 
members of the public to go to the Government web-
site to review the fact sheet, which summarises the 
findings and gives a good overview of the chronic dis-
ease risk factor status of our Island. 
 Mr. Speaker, risk factors are so important be-
cause the risk factors of today are the diseases of to-
morrow. We can predict our future population health 
challenges by studying the risk factor survey data we 
have from STEPS to a Well Bermuda. 
 Unfortunately, one key finding demonstrates 
that our concerns about the threat of chronic disease 
are entirely warranted because our rates of obesity 
and overweight are extremely high. As we know, obe-
sity and overweight are important drivers of the epi-
demic of diabetes, hypertension, heart disease and 
chronic kidney disease. 
 Regrettably, the STEPS survey found that 
74.6 per cent of our population is either overweight or 
obese. This is an astounding and worrisome fact, 
though not surprising. We have looked in the prover-
bial mirror, and we are not fit. Bermudians will need to 
acknowledge this fact and make weight reduction and 
fitness a priority in our lives. 
 Interestingly enough, this figure is higher than 
previous surveys, which did not actually measure 
weight and height to calculate Body Mass Index. As I 
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have said, the STEPS survey protocol included actual 
physical measurements, which offer us an accurate 
accounting of our obesity and overweight prevalence. 
As a result, we must accept that halting the rise in 
obesity and overweight will need to be a top priority 
for all individuals, families, schools and workplaces on 
the Island. The STEPS data on Body Mass Index 
leads us to this conclusion. The STEPS data fact 
sheet shares the information, and as a community we 
will need to digest this information and agree on spe-
cific lines of action. 
 Mr. Speaker, another relevant finding from the 
survey was the number of individuals who reported 
three or more chronic disease risk factors, which was 
42 per cent of the total population aged 18 and over. 
Of those with an NCD [non-communicable disease], 
the number who had missed work or restricted their 
usual activities in the past month due to an NCD was 
8.2 per cent. This fact is one small illustration of the 
impact of NCDs, beyond the individual effects. 
 Another consideration is the economic impact 
of NCDs, in terms of both lost productivity from disabil-
ity and premature death, and the health care cost of 
medical complications. Health economists have 
shown that health spending harms an economy by 
lowering GDP and employment, and increasing infla-
tion. Prevention of chronic health conditions is a key 
strategy which we must adopt. 
 The STEPS to a Well Bermuda Fact Sheets 
will allow us an overview of each of the chronic dis-
ease risk factors addressed in the survey so that we 
can move forward as a community to prevent and 
control chronic diseases on the Island. I refer the 
community to the website, www.health.gov.bm, to 
view the summary information and to encourage each 
of us to begin thinking and planning how to address 
the health risks before us. 
 Mr Speaker, in closing, this Ministry cannot 
emphasise enough our gratitude for the willing partici-
pation of the community in this undertaking and for the 
persistence of our STEPS survey interviewers and 
organisers. We would not have been able to establish 
a population health baseline for important chronic dis-
ease risk factors without their cooperation in the 
STEPS survey. Last, but hardly least, we acknowl-
edge the support of our public health partners locally 
and abroad, the Bermuda Diabetes Association, the 
Bermuda Hospitals Board, Bermuda Heart Founda-
tion, Bermuda Cancer and Health, the Pan American 
Health Organization, and the many supporters within 
the Department of Health. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Minister.  
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

PARLIAMENTARY JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON PRIVATE BILLS 

 
VL ASSURANCE (BERMUDA) LTD. ACT 2015 

 
The Speaker: We now move to Reports of Commit-
tees. The Chair will recognise the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, from constituency 4. MP Roberts-
Holshouser, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: To His Honour 
the Speaker, and Members of the Honourable House 
of Assembly: The Parliamentary Joint Select Commit-
tee on Private Bills has the honour to submit the fol-
lowing report: 
 The Committee has carefully considered the 
petition together with the related Bill for the Act listed 
hereunder, and is satisfied the Bill is a Private Bill, that 
all the rules of both Houses having to do with Private 
Bills have been complied with. 

VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015: The 
Committee recommends the Bill entitled VL Assur-
ance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015 be accepted subject to 
agreed amendments. Subject to the recommendations 
contained in paragraph two above, the Committee 
recommends that the prayers of petitioners be granted 
and that leave be given to bring in the proposed Bill to 
give effect thereto, all of which is respectfully submit-
ted. 
 I have signed, Mr. Speaker, as Chairperson, 
and the Honourable Member, Lovitta F. Foggo, JP, 
MP, has also signed as a Member of the Committee 
of the House of Assembly. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any objections to that report? 
 There are none. 

 
QUESTION PERIOD 

 
The Speaker: We now move to the Question Period. 
 The first questions were the Honourable Min-
ister and the Premier to provide written responses to 
questions from MP Roban. And I believe that that has 
been done. 
 
QUESTION: CONSULTANTS/CONTRACTORS  FOR 

DEPARTMENTS, TASK GROUPS OR QUANGOS 
FOR WHICH THE HONOURABLE MINISTER IS RE-

SPONSIBLE, 1 APRIL 2013 TO 31 MARCH 2015 
 

Will the Honourable Minister please provide 
this Honourable house with a list of all con-
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sultants/contractors from 1 April 2013 to 31 
March 2015 for the departments, task groups 
or quangos for which the Honourable Minister 
is responsible, including the names and/or the 
company, and the company’s address? 
 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the terms of ref-
erence and/or project for which each consult-
ant/contractor has been retained? 
 
 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the remuneration 
each consultant/contractor will or has re-
ceived, including whether or not the terms of 
employment include payment of any other ex-
penses such as travel, accommodations and 
meals? 

 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 18, MP David Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: EXISTING STATUTORY INTEREST 
RATE REGIME— PROGRESS BEING MADE ON 

MODIFICATIONS  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I have questions to 
the Honourable Minister of Finance. Pursuant to 
Standing Order 18(1), I ask question number one. 
  
The Speaker: Good. Do you want to read the ques-
tion, Honourable Member? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, if you could just respond to 
the question. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I think it 
might be helpful for those listening to know what the 
question is. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Okay, Mr. Speaker. I will 
read the question, seeing that there is no considera-
tion being given to the public here. 
 The question is as follows: Will the Honour-
able Minister please [advise] this Honourable House 
the progress being made on modifications to the exist-
ing statutory interest rate regime, as undertaken by 

him during the December 5, 2014, sitting of this Hon-
ourable House? 
 The answer is as follows, Mr. Speaker: The 
Honourable Member asked me this question before, 
and I gave a fulsome answer. But I would just sort of 
reiterate the high points. 
 As Bermuda’s 7 per cent statutory interest 
rate does not appear to be either extreme for the ju-
risdictional comparative—because this question is 
about people who have had judgments against them 
as opposed to just regular interest rates for regular 
loans. The Ministry of Finance conducted a jurisdic-
tional comparative, what our 7 per cent rate is relative 
to other jurisdictions. And in fact, our 7 per cent was 
near the average rate. And it was decided that it was 
best not to alter that rate. Ensuring creditor confidence 
in the jurisdictional system is fair. 
 A delicate balance, Mr. Speaker, must be held 
between (a) aiding those who genuinely lack the ca-
pacity to repay the debt; (b) judicial handling of those 
who are unwilling to pay; and (c) ensuring the credi-
tors are compensated for the cost of the debt that is 
outstanding. 
 The objective is to maintain Bermuda as a 
commercially respected jurisdiction that provides as-
surance for fair compensation in debt recovery while 
providing useful options to those individuals in legiti-
mate financial hardship, unable to pay or unwilling to 
pay. 
 So, based on the comparative analysis that 
we did, the Ministry, as well as the Bermuda Monetary 
Authority, does not consider it appropriate to adjust 
the statutory interest rate at this time. 
 
The Speaker: MP Burt, your second question? MP 
Burt, you have to ask the question. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. And Standing Order 18(1). If you 
look at it carefully, you will see that you must stand 
and ask the question. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, question number 
two. 
  
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. You must ask the question, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, according to Stand-
ing Order 18(1), Standing Order 18(1) says, “Each 
Member so called shall rise in his place and ask the 
question by reference to its number on the Order Pa-
per and the Minister questioned shall give his reply.” 
 Question number two, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Pause] 
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The Speaker: Honourable Member, would you please 
ask the question? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am attempting to 
save time. But I am attempting to follow Standing Or-
ders. But I will read the question in contravention of 
Standing Orders. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

QUESTION 2: RESPONSE TO PAC REPORT ON 
AUDITOR GENERAL’S MISUSE OF PUBLIC 

FUNDS REPORT 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, Will the Honourable 
Minister please advise this Honourable House when 
he intends to respond to the points and recommenda-
tions contained in the report of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on the Public Accounts on the 
Special Report of the Auditor General for the Misuse 
of Public Funds, tabled in this Honourable House on 
June 6, 2014; and if he will make a Statement? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, firstly, it 
should be noted that the PAC [Public Accounts Com-
mittee] report relates to events that occurred when the 
former administration was in office. This has resulted 
in delays with the formal reply. 
 However, I confirm that I intend to respond to 
the points and recommendations contained in the re-
port of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Pub-
lic Accounts on the Special Report of the Auditor 
General on the Misuse of Public Funds, tabled in this 
Honourable House on June 6th, 2014, before the 
House breaks for the summer session. 
 Proper parliamentary protocol requires that 
the PAC tables its report, which makes recommenda-
tions to the Government for improvements in spending 
practices and overall financial management. The PAC 
also requests that the Minister of Finance formally 
replies to the points raised in the report, and then the 
report is debated, including input from the relevant 
and accountable Ministers. Based on this established 
parliamentary protocol, it would be inappropriate for 
me to make any further statements at this time. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Yes, Honourable MP. The Chair will recognise 
. . . Yes, you are going to ask the third question? 
Right. 

Carry on, please, MP Bean. Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my Deputy Leader was merely 
trying to utilise the Standing Orders to expedite time. 

 
The Speaker: Yes, but I have . . . We are going ac-
cording to the Standing Orders, Honourable Member. 
 
The Clerk: May I read the Standing Order? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, if you would read it for me, please. 
 
The Clerk: It says, at the end of Standing Order 
18(1), “Each Member so called shall rise in his place 
and ask the question by reference to its number on 
the Order Paper and the Minister questioned shall 
give his reply.” 
 
The Speaker: So, you . . .  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You ask the question and give the 
number, yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, the way I heard [the] 
Standing Rules just now, Mr. Speaker . . . In fact, it 
reinforces the position of my Deputy Leader. 
 But I will ask the third question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
  

QUESTION 3: RESPONSE TO PAC REPORT ON 
AUDITOR GENERAL’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR FI-

NANCIAL YEARS 2008/09 AND 2009/10  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Will the Honourable Minister 
please advise this Honourable House when he in-
tends to respond to the points and recommendations 
contained in the report of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on the Public Accounts on the Annual Re-
port of the Auditor General and on the work of the Of-
fice of the Auditor General and on the Accounts of the 
Government of Bermuda for financial years April 1, 
2008 to March 31, 2009, and April 1, 2009 to March 
31, 2010, tabled in this Honourable House on July 18, 
2014; and if he will make a Statement? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Again, I should note that the Public Accounts 
Committee Report relates to events that occurred in 
the former administration. However, I confirm that I 
intend to respond as I did to the previous question, 
respond to the points and recommendations con-
tained in the report of the Public Accounts Committee 
on the Annual Report of the Auditor General and on 
the work of the Office of the Auditor General and on 
the Accounts of the Bermuda Government for financial 
years April 1, 2008, to March 31st, 2009, and April 1st, 
2009, to March 31, 2010, tabled in this Honourable 
House on July 14. 



Official Hansard Report 10 July 2015 2659 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

 I have already outlined the proper protocols; 
they apply. The protocols I outlined in the last ques-
tion [also] apply to this, and so it would not be appro-
priate for me to comment anymore until that debate 
takes place when it is brought up in the House later 
on. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Thank you, Minister. 
 Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 We move now to the questions, the Honour-
able S. G. Crockwell, the Minister of Tourism to re-
spond to questions from MP Zane De Silva. 
 MP De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY— 

BONUS AND/OR INCENTIVE FUNDS 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please confirm 
for this Honourable House whether the CEO and/or 
the executive staff of the Bermuda Tourism Authority 
have been paid any bonus and/or incentive funds as 
of July 1st, 2015? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. Good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I can confirm that members of 
the executive staff of the BTA have received incentive 
payments as at July 1st, 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP De Silva. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: MP Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
[Pause]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Never mind, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva. 
 
QUESTION 2: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY— 

BONUS AND/OR INCENTIVE FUNDS 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please share 
with this Honourable House the names of the BTA 
[Bermuda Tourism Authority] staff members who have 

received bonuses and/or incentive payments and the 
amounts paid? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, as previ-
ously stated in this Honourable House, incentive pay-
ments are contingent on the employee meeting or ex-
ceeding specific performance objectives. In other 
words, an incentive does not mean that this individual 
earns more than individuals in organisations who are 
not offered incentives. It means that they have to meet 
specific performance objectives to receive the full tar-
get compensation package, while individuals who are 
not offered incentives receive their full compensation 
whether they perform or not. 
 Therefore, the employees who receive an in-
centive payment would have met or exceeded their 
performance objective.  
 The specific terms and condition of an individ-
ual’s employment contract are confidential. Therefore, 
I am not prepared to provide the staff member names 
and the incentive amounts paid. I believe that this is 
exempted information. But the Honourable Member 
can make a PATI [Public Access To Information] re-
quest, and the Information Commissioner can decide 
on that issue. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Bean. Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. One 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
   

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If I can recall, at some point 
previously, the same Honourable and Learned Minis-
ter, in response to the very same questions, actually 
denied the fact that bonuses were actually paid out. 
 
The Speaker: Pose the question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Can the Honourable Minister 
confirm that to be true or not? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is not true. But I was 
asked this question before. I confirmed that the staff at 
that time had received their incentive payments. And 
at that point the executive had not received any incen-
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tive. The board had not evaluated the executive at 
that time.  

In relation to the question, the question is as 
of the 1st of July 2015. As of that day, the incentive 
payments have been paid. 
 And just for clarity, there is no difference be-
tween incentive payment or bonus payment. You can 
use those terms interchangeably. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Bean. Second supplementary. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I would like for the Honour-
able and Learned Minister to confirm to this Chamber 
and the people of Bermuda that while the BTA is utilis-
ing taxpayer funds, he refuses, based on his own 
judgment, to disclose information pertaining to per-
formances or bonuses that have been paid to these 
persons with taxpayer funds. Is he comfortable with 
justifying that position at this stage of the game, after 
two and a half years of going through a similar lack of 
transparency? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have been 
consistent on this point. Specific information as it re-
lates to the employees’ contracts, I regard as confi-
dential information. We all have PATI law in place. 
The BTA is covered by PATI. If the Information Com-
missioner disagrees with my assessment, then they 
can put in a request and the Information Commis-
sioner can make a determination on that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6, MP Wayne Furbert. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Minister mentioned that [the 
words] “bonuses” and “incentives” are interchange-
able. But in the agreement, do the words “bonus” and 
“incentive” come up as different in their agreement? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the informa-
tion I have is that there is one payment. You can ei-
ther call it . . . Some people call it an “incentive.” In the 
contract, my understanding is they are referred to as 
“incentive payments.” People may call them “bonus 

payments.” My information is that there is no incentive 
and; there is [only] one payment, and it is an incentive 
payment. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, and good morn-
ing, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Considering the dismal per-
formance of the BTA to date, does the Minister agree 
that this, in fact, represents the . . . May I start again, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
 Will the Honourable Minister agree that, con-
sidering the dismal performance of the BTA to date, 
does this fact that respective executives of the BTA 
have received bonuses an indicator that the bar that 
governs these bonuses/incentives is far too low? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I did not quite hear what 
the Honourable Member said. 
 
The Speaker: Do you want to try— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I will repeat, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Does the Minister agree 
that, considering the dismal performance of the BTA 
to date, does this fact or the fact that respective ex-
ecutives of the BTA have received bonuses [indicate] 
that the bar that governs these bonuses/incentives is 
far too low? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, I do not agree with 
that. I do not agree that the BTA . . . I believe they 
have performed very well, Mr. Speaker. We are all 
concerned about the air arrivals, but you just cannot 
evaluate the organisation based [only] on that, Mr. 
Speaker. We had this transition not that very long ago, 
maybe 14–16 months [ago], something like that. And 
they have done an excellent job in getting this organi-
sation up and running to the standard that it is run-
ning. 
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 As a matter of fact, the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition put in his Budget Reply that they are doing 
good work. It is in black and white, based on his as-
sessment and the meetings that he had with this or-
ganisation. So I do not agree with the Honourable 
Member’s assertion. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Thank you. You have another supplementary? 
MP from constituency number . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Carry on. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Will the Minister also agree 
that— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I did not agree with the 
Honourable Member. So “also agree” is not correct. 
 
The Speaker: All right.  
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point taken. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Will the Minister agree that, 
considering that we are in just short of three years, 
that the metric of the BTA executives establishing the 
BTA as a functioning office entity cannot be the only 
determinant with respect to the granting of bonuses 
and incentives, considering that we are heading into 
the third year of that entity being in existence? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The BTA is concluding a 
second year. I believe that the . . . My information is 
that the second quarter numbers are encouraging. 
The BTA has made it clear that they are going to own 

this year. I think this year is going to be a good foun-
dation to build on, and I think the BTA is doing a very 
good job. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Thank you. 
 I think, Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 28 [sic], your third question. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Constituency 29, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Constituency 29. Excuse me, Honour-
able Member. 
 
QUESTION 3: BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY— 

BONUS AND/OR INCENTIVE FUNDS 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That’s okay. No problem, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Will the Honourable Minster please share with 
this Honourable House whether, in the CEO's em-
ployment contract, he is guaranteed a bonus or incen-
tive payment after his first year of service? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the guaran-
tee for the CEO was for the first year only, not thereaf-
ter. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP De Silva? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, March the 
11th, I have the Hansard report here. And Mr. Wayne 
Furbert asked the Minister, “what are the terms and 
conditions of the bonus package for the Bermuda Tour-
ism Authority’s CEO?” 
 The Minister answered, “The CEO is eligible to 
receive a discretionary annual incentive payment of up to 
30 per cent of the base salary” And then he went on to 
say that no bonus had been paid. 
 
The Speaker: Question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, what he is saying is . . . 
My question is, being that you just said no bonus has 
been paid, are you saying that when you said no bonus 
had been paid in his first year, you were a little economi-
cal with the truth? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Not at all, Mr. Speaker. At 
the time, I inquired whether or not any bonuses had been 
paid to the executive or the CEO. At that time, no bonus 
had been paid. It had not been paid, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Yes, the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18, MP Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: A supplementary question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, given the Honourable 
Minister’s response, I will ask, with your leave, to refer to 
the response of which he gave on March 11th, 2015, in 
where he said (and I quote), “The CEO is eligible to re-
ceive a discretionary annual incentive payment of up to 
30 per cent of the base salary on a performance criteria 
identified by the board of directors.” 
 Will the Honourable Minister please now take 
the time to at least inform this House why he gave us 
incorrect information, given that we now find out today 
that the performance, the incentive bonus, [was] guaran-
teed in year one? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the 30 per cent 
discretionary is an annual discretionary incentive that he 
would have to meet. His contract stated that in the first 
year it was guaranteed. At the time that I answered the 
question, I inquired, Had any payments been made? 
They had not been made. But whether or not there could 
have been any discussions about the contract or any 
alteration of the contract, at the end of the day, the board 
of directors paid him his bonus for the first year. 
 Going forward, it is a discretionary bonus. But at 
the time that I was asked the question, no bonuses for 
the executive, including the CEO, had been paid. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes. The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member, the Leader of the Opposition. Yes, you have 
the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, my Deputy Leader just read out a 
previous question put in these Honourable Chambers, 
where we asked for the terms and conditions of the bo-
nus package. The response was that it is discretionary. 
Now the Minister is saying that it was guaranteed. Can 
the Minister explain to everyone in the world, is there a 
difference between “discretionary” and “guaranteed” 
when we are talking about terms and conditions for a 
bonus package? 

 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: As I said in that answer, it 
was an annual . . . The discretionary incentive will be 
an annual incentive that will be available to the CEO 
based on the performance matrix. There was nothing 
incorrect about that statement. The first year was 
guaranteed, Mr. Speaker. The question that I was 
asked was whether or not the bonuses had been paid. 
I inquired— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Misleading the House. He is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker. 
 Again, the question was—and I ask of your 
leave, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: “Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House, what are the 
terms and conditions of the bonus package for the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority’s CEO?” The response 
was, a discretionary annual incentive payment.  
 Now he is saying that it is guaranteed. There 
is a distinction between the two, and we would sug-
gest from this side that the Minister is actually . . . He 
misled the House then or he is misleading the House 
now. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Honourable Minister, please respond. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have clari-
fied it. The incentive payment is an annual payment, 
which is discretionary. I clarified that the first year 
was— 
 
An Hon. Member: When did you clarify it? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am clarifying it now. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The first year was guar-
anteed.  

The specific question today was, Is he guar-
anteed a bonus after his first year? He was not. He is 
guaranteed his bonus, his incentive, in the first year. 
That is when it was guaranteed. But on an annual ba-
sis, it is a discretionary incentive. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Yes, the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 21, MP Commissiong. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Will the Minister concede 
that any CEO, including Mr. Hanbury, who would tout 
that one of the major [Bermuda] attractions is the fact 
that a visitor could come to Bermuda, get English-
style high tea, may not be the right fit for Bermuda in 
terms of revitalising our industry in 2015? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I disagree. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, in an attempt to, 
hopefully, move on from this, will the Honourable Min-
ister please inform this Honourable House if in his 
opinion the answer that he gave on March 11th in 
where, when asked about the terms and conditions of 
the contract, he replied that the bonus was discretion-
ary—if in that case he was probably not providing full 
or correct information or he may have perhaps mis-
spoken and misled the House on that particular occa-
sion? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the answer I 
gave and the answer I received at the time articulated 
the term of the CEO’s incentive payment. It remains, 
on an annual basis, year in and year out, a discretion-
ary bonus. However, the specific question asked 
about a guarantee, and I am informed that there was 
a guaranteed incentive for the first year. At the time 
that I was asked the question, no bonus, or incentive 
payment—no incentive payments were paid. 
  
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, I accept the Honour-
able Member’s point that at the time, was it the com-
plete answer? I accept that. I accept that. But there 
was no attempt, Mr. Speaker, to mislead the House. 
That answer is correct, because it remains an annual 
discretionary payment. And, Mr. Speaker, in response 
to the specific question, for the first year— 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —it is guaranteed. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. He just said it remains an an-
nual discretionary payment. That is not true. It is an 
annual guaranteed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. I think he— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It is not, Mr. Speaker. No, 
no, it is important. It is important. 
 
The Speaker: I think he just answered it. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The first year— 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, Honourable Members. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The first year was guar-
anteed, not thereafter. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
An Hon. Member: Only the first year. 
 
The Speaker: He said only the first year is guaran-
teed, and not after. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The first year was guar-
anteed, not thereafter. 
 
The Speaker: That is what the Honourable Minister is 
saying. 
 Honourable Member, I am sorry. You have 
had your two supplementaries. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Already? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you have had two already. 
 MP Burgess. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the Honourable Minister inform this 
House, are there any additional incentives on top of 
the guarantee? 
 
The Speaker: Any additional, yes.  
 Minister. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the informa-
tion I had, based on the answer that has been read 
out, based on the previous question, I believe it was 
30 per cent. That is it. That is the incentive payment, 
and it is discretionary on an annual basis. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Honourable Member, the Chair will recognise 

the Leader of the Opposition. You have the floor. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Can the Minister confirm the date when he 

was informed that Mr. Hanbury was receiving a guar-
anteed bonus payment? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Or did he have it and . . . Yes, 
when did you find out that that actual guaranteed bo-
nus payment was within Mr. Hanbury’s contract? 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Honourable Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know the exact date. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
All right. The Chair will recognise the Member 

from constituency 6, MP Furbert. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Can the Honourable Minister inform this 

House, does the agreement say, the employment 
agreement say “discretionary,” or does it say “incen-
tive” bonus? And discretionary to whom, to be paid 
out? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, without hav-
ing the document before me, my information, based 
on my answer before, is that it is a discretionary in-
centive payment. Now, whether or not . . . “Discretion-
ary” means that it is not guaranteed. It is predicated 
on the evaluation and the performance. And my in-
formation is that it is referred to as an incentive pay-
ment. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Thank you. We now go to questions from the 
Honourable . . .  

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker? Sorry, Mr. 
Speaker. I only had one. I was standing up. I had an-
other supplementary. 

The Speaker: I did not see you standing up. You are 
very slow, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, you are very slow. But, absolutely. 
Carry on, though. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, given that the 
CEO has been given a $100,000 bonus, do you think 
that his performance over the last year deserves that 
$100,000 bonus? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
confirm that figure. But I do believe that the CEO has 
earned his compensation. 

Some Hon. Members: Wow! Wow! 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Thank you. We now move to . . .  

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Honourable Members. 

[Gavel] 

The Speaker: We have questions now, the Honour-
able S. G. Crockwell to provide oral responses to 
questions from MP Lawrence Scott. 

MP Scott, you have the floor. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

QUESTION 1: TRAILER CONCESSIONS 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Will the Honourable Minister 
please confirm for this Honourable House the number 
of persons and/or organisations who have requested 
a permit for concessions for trailers that do not directly 
fit into the current TCD [Transport Control Depart-
ment] classification? 
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The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I can con-
firm to date only one permit has been requested, and 
that is the concession known as “Smoking Barrel.” 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP Scott, again. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: TRAILER CONCESSIONS  
 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Will the Honourable Minster 
please share with the Members of this Honourable 
House the number of persons and/or organisations 
who have requested a permit for trailers (excluding 
the concessions) that do not directly fit into the current 
TCD classification? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I can confirm to date only 
one permit has been requested, known as “Easy 
Hauling,” who has requested a permit for a 40-foot 
container. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Thank you very much, MP Scott. 
 We now move to, the Honourable R. W. Scott 
is to provide . . . Well, written responses were pro-
vided. And we want to make sure also that MP Roban 
gets his written answers. So, Honourable Member, 
please provide those to MP Roban. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Right. Okay. 
 The Honourable Jeanne Atherden is to pro-
vide oral and written responses to parliamentary ques-
tions from the Learned Member, MP Kim Wilson. 
 You have the floor, MP Wilson. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: CONSULTANT IRENE ASHTON  
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Question number one: Would the 
Honourable Minister please inform this Honourable 
House as to the terms of the termination of the Ber-
muda Hospitals Board [BHB] consultancy agreement 
with Irene Ashton? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Consistent with the con-
tract for services termination agreement clause, Mrs. 
Ashton was compensated for her three months of 
work for BHB only. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Oh, you did not hear it? 
 Okay. Would you please repeat that, Honour-
able Minister? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Consistent with the con-
tract for services termination agreement clause, Mrs. 
Ashton was compensated for her three months of 
work for BHB only. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Wilson. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. Question number three. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA HOSPITAL BOARD— 
TURNOVER RATE OF PHYSICIANS  

 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Would the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House as to the turn-
over rate of physicians employed by the Bermuda 
Hospitals Board for the following periods: January 1st, 
2012, to December 31st, 2012; January 1st, 2013, to 
December 31st, 2013; January 1st, 2014, to December 
31st, 2014 ; and January 1st, 2015, to June 30th, 2015? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Turnover rates are as fol-
lows: January 1st, 2012, to December 31st, 2012—
17 per cent; January 1st, 2013, to December 31st, 
2013— 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Excuse me. Point of information. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: I am sorry to interrupt. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Minister. 
Please take your seat. 
 Yes. 
  

POINT OF INFORMATION 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Perhaps if . . . I can hardly hear. I 
do not know if the [microphone] could be perhaps— 
 
The Speaker: Oh, I see. Okay. 
 Would you please speak into the [micro-
phone], Honourable Minister? 
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Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Is this better? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: January 1st, 2012, to De-
cember 31st, 2012, was 17 per cent. January 1st, 
2013, to December 31st, 2013, was 24 per cent. Janu-
ary 1st, 2014, to December 31st, 2014, was 13 per 
cent. January 1st, 2015, to June 30th, 2015, was 7 per 
cent. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much, Minis-
ter. Thank you for those answers. 
 We now move to the first Statement by Dr. 
Gibbons. I believe MP Wayne Furbert, from constitu-
ency 6, had a question. 
 

QUESTION 1: PERSONAL INFORMATION PRO-
TECTION ACT (PIPA) DRAFT MODEL  

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. Mainly, the idea is that 
the Minister said it is called PIPA. 
 
The Speaker: PIPA. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: PIPA. [The question] is that 
the Minister would be willing, due to the length of the 
document and he talked about consultation, set up a 
meeting with ourselves and your technical officers to 
go over this— 
 
The Speaker: Question? Question? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am asking whether the Min-
ister would be willing to set up a meeting with his 
technical officers to go over the report. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I would be happy to, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 We now move to the second Statement with 
reference to the National Office of Seniors. And, MP 
Furbert, do you have a question on that? 
 No? Okay. Maybe I put it down by mistake. 

I had MP Burgess who had a question. MP 
Burgess. 
 
QUESTION 1: REBRANDING THE NATIONAL OF-
FICE FOR SENIORS & THE PHYSICALLY CHAL-

LENGED 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Honour-
able Minister, Have you been presented with the 
Simmons-Wade report on resident nursing homes? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I am not aware of the 
Simmons-Wade report. And I am not sure whether . . . 
Is this a current report or an earlier report? Because I 
know that there were a number of earlier reports 
which I have seen over time. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It would have been the 
last report within the last 12 months. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I am not aware of any re-
port within the last 12 months, but I will actually go 
and search out for that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The third Statement, we had no questions. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No— 
 
The Speaker: Oh, sorry. Second question? I am 
sorry, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is all right. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I thought you were done. All right. 
Question number two. 
 
QUESTION 2: REBRANDING THE NATIONAL OF-
FICE FOR SENIORS & THE PHYSICALLY CHAL-

LENGED 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes.  
 What coverage does GEHI give to our pa-
tients who go overseas for treatment that is not avail-
able in Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I am not cer-
tain how this relates to the National Office for Seniors, 
but I do acknowledge that there was a concern. And I 
think this needs to be referred to Finance and GEHI. 
And I am investigating. 
 
The Speaker: [MP Burgess.] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Well, the connection I 
see here is, we talk about the necessary increases in 
the premiums for the Standard Health Benefit. And 
some of our seniors are still paying GEHI.  
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
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Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is the connection 
I see. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: As I indicated, GEHI is 
administered by the Finance Department. But be-
cause the Honourable Member asked the question 
before, we are looking into the information that you 
gave me. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 There are no questions on the third Statement 
and no questions on the fourth Statement. So that will 
conclude . . . That means we will have, we are at 22 
minutes and 38 seconds. So we will have 18 minutes 
of questions once the Statement is made by the Pre-
mier this afternoon. 
 
An Hon. Member: On the overseas trip? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, on the overseas trip. 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Minister. Minister Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, you will recall last week when I 
indicated that we were going to have the opportunity 
to go to the airport to greet the returning teams from 
the Island Games and that I would make available to 
this Honourable House a complete list of their suc-
cesses. That list is still in the process of compilation. 
 But it would be remiss of me if I did not stand 
to my feet to congratulate, on a different event, Tyrone 
Smith, as our long jumper, who in Lignano, Italy, on 
the 7th of July, with a leap of 7.78 metres, won that 
event. That, Mr. Speaker, coupled with his victory in 
Morocco the month before, with a massive leap of 
8.20 metres, has qualified Tyrone for the 2016 Olym-
pic Games. And I hope that everybody would join me 
in offering congratulations to Tyrone Smith as one of 
the first ambassadors to qualify for Bermuda for the 
Olympic Games. Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, MP Roban. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 I would like to ask that a condolence message 
be prepared for the family of Mr. Dennis Correia on 
the passing of his father, Joseph Corriea. Perhaps I 
will associate the whole House with this. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Many of us know Mr. [Dennis] 
Correia and the work that he does in the community in 
his area of construction. He is certainly the leading 
member of the business community. But his father 
[Joseph], who preceded him, was clearly an early pio-
neer of the Bermuda construction industry. And that 
company that he started and that his son has contin-
ued is not only a credible leader in the construction 
industry in Bermuda, but in the region. And I think it 
only fitting that we pass on the message to Mr. Cor-
reia, his family and all of his relatives on behalf of their 
father, who clearly was a leader in the industry, 
started from nothing and built up a credible, recog-
nised Bermuda leader in this industry, in engineering, 
marine engineering, not only here, as I said, but also 
throughout the Caribbean region and abroad. And so, 
I do believe the House did agree that we all would be 
associated, but I just would like to make sure that is 
properly sent. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Whip 
from the Government. MP Cole Simons, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to associate myself with the com-
ments made in regards to Mr. Joe Correia. 
 Mr. Speaker, as you know, it is that time of the 
year again for the results of the academic school year 
and international exams. We have the IB [International 
Baccalaureate Programme] results in, and yet again 
Bermuda did really, really well. Mr. Speaker, one stu-
dent, Fiona Dobson, she got 45 out of 45—that is 
100 per cent—on her IB exam. We also have other 
students who did well. Erika Furbert got 40 out of 45. 
Kathleen McBeath, Reem Bushara, Brooke Kerr, 
Shamar Morris and Kaitlyn Sutherland. Again, I would 
like to associate the whole House with these high per-
formers. And it is a testament of the calibre of stu-
dents that we have in Bermuda and the education that 
we are providing to our students. Again, Fiona Dob-
son is basically in the top two percentile in the world. 
Whereas the average score in the world is 30 out of 
45, she got [45] out of 45. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also commend 
UDP [United Dance Productions] and Suzette Harvey. 
Last night, I went to her Junior Company Showcase. 
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And I want to tell you, Mr. Speaker, this lady and her 
team of teachers and choreographers are doing a 
sterling, sterling job in developing our young people. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, everyone would 
like to be associated with that as well, in the House 
and in the PLP side. Mr. Speaker, I would like to par-
ticularly identify and commend Carling Ray, Shahnel 
Woodley and Eric Bean. They are teachers, as well as 
world-class choreographers. And again, all of them 
are Bermudians. And what made this so interesting, 
Mr. Speaker, is the fact that they volunteer their time 
freely on weekends to ensure that the company gets 
world-class training and education. And the kids are 
just as committed as the teachers. So again, I would 
like to commend Suzette Harvey and her team for a 
job well done and her contribution to developing 
young Bermudians in the arts. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 16. MP Weeks, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning to you. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I would like to be associated 
with the remarks on the exploits of Tyrone Smith. 
 But also, Mr. Speaker, I would like for this 
Honourable House to acknowledge the exploits of our 
under-19 World Cup cricket team. I think [it goes] 
without saying, I would like to associate the whole 
House. This team, Mr. Speaker, is trying to get to the 
under-19 World Cup. They lost their first two games 
handily. But they have shown some resilience, Mr. 
Speaker. And I for one was down there yesterday, 
and I would say that our Opposition Leader was also 
there. And I have to point out that his son, Jehnai is 
our wicket keeper. And he knows how to carry the bat. 
But when people found out that that was the Opposi-
tion Leader’s son, I heard some comments about, Did 
he get it from his daddy or not? So, I said, Well, he got 
the resilience! He got the resilience from his father, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes. Yes. But also, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to encourage this Honourable 
House and the public at large. We have one more 
game to play. And that is tomorrow, Saturday, up at 
Somerset Cricket Club. If we win that game, our un-
der-19 team will be able to get to the World Cup. We 

need a 12th man, Mr. Speaker, because the odds are 
high, but it is not impossible. So, I would like to en-
courage the Honourable House to try to find some 
time during the day to come and encourage our play-
ers tomorrow, and the public at large. Let us get up to 
Somerset Cricket Club and support our team and, 
hopefully, encourage them to get to the World Cup. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency 31. Minister 
Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send congratula-
tions to my Permanent Secretary, Mr. Francis 
Richardson. Today is his 50th birthday, Mr. Speaker. It 
is a milestone for him, and he, unfortunately, is work-
ing, Mr. Speaker. And there are a lot of things going 
on. I sent him apologies first thing this morning for the 
fact that he had to be to work. And so, I just wanted to 
acknowledge this milestone and associate previous 
Ministers of this House who worked alongside him. I 
know that the Opposition Leader has played cricket 
and sports with that Honourable Member. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, I doubted some of the sports prowess of the 
Opposition Leader, as he likes to talk in the Honour-
able House. And I did put it to the Permanent Secre-
tary. And he said that he was a very nifty cricketer. He 
was able to at least confirm that he was a nifty crick-
eter back in the day, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would also like to congratulate Ms. Mildred 
and Allan Hunt of Heart-to-Heart [Marriage Mentoring 
Ministries]. I just want to say to them congratulations, 
in coordination with Bermuda Cablevision, for organis-
ing, this past Sunday, a celebration of marriage. Indi-
viduals who are married for 50 years or more, Mr. 
Speaker, were nominated to take part in an afternoon 
tea and celebration, entertainment and the like. As I 
have said previously in this Honourable House, my 
parents celebrated 50 years this year. And I would like 
to associate . . . I understand Honourable Member 
Roban was there, Mr. Speaker. My parents, of course, 
were there. And I saw many others. I was looking for 
you, Mr. Speaker, but you are not quite there yet. 
Okay. Mr. Speaker, I think that it is important for these 
organisations to hold these events, to acknowledge 
these types of milestones. And so I would like to say 
congratulations to them. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29. MP Zane De Silva, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I certainly would like to be asso-
ciated with the condolences for the Correia family, as 
Dennis’s father Joe was a very good friend of my bio-
logical father, Howard De Silva, who started Island 
Construction. So I certainly send out my condolences 
to the family, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst I am on my feet, I would 
like the House to send congratulations to Ms. Sandy 
Beach. Sandy Beach, who works at TCD [Transport 
Control Department] and has done for many years, 
has just been promoted to the Commissioner of the 
Reserve Police, Mr. Speaker. And not only has she 
been promoted to Commissioner, she is Bermuda’s 
first female commissioner, Mr. Speaker. So, yes, 
Beach, Sandy Beach. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, the Opposition 
Leader’s cousin. 

So he sends out his congratulations, and the 
Deputy Leader, too. And Patricia . . . the whole 
House, Mr. Speaker. What a great milestone for one 
of Bermuda’s well-known females, Mr. Speaker. And 
she joined the force, the Reserves, Mr. Speaker, in 
July 8th, 1995. So, yes, 20 years on this week, Mr. 
Speaker, as you know. And she had made a tremen-
dous, tremendous contribution to the community, and 
she will tell you when she first joined in 1995, she 
joined because she wanted to try to make that contri-
bution to the community. So, hats off to her, and we 
wish her the best. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24. MP Lawrence Scott, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just wanted to rise to my feet and congratu-
late the Corporation of Hamilton for their Bermuda 
Fashion Festival that is going on now. It has been 
very successful so far. And I will [declare] my interest, 
where JetBlue is a sponsor and did bring in the celeb-
rities who came in for the Bermuda Fashion Festival. 
But it has been very successful. Both shows, the local 
designer show, which showcased the local talent that 
we have as designers, and then they also went and 
gave out bursaries and . . . I will associate the whole 
House with this one. But also, the local designer 
show, which showcased our local talent, which was 
very impressive. We then had the international de-
signer show yesterday, which did bring in some inter-
national guests. And then tomorrow, there is going to 
be the retail designer show, which I have to declare 
my interest, I am a model in. 
 

Some Hon. Members: No! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, I do not know what I am 
modelling yet. But hopefully, it is nothing that is un-
parliamentary. 
  
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But I do want to support this 
because it is an authentic Bermudian event that has 
now branched out internationally, and it does have 
ties with the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week. So this is 
something that can help with our tourism product. It 
can help all around. So I would like to, once again, 
congratulate the Corporation of Hamilton and tell them 
to keep on doing the good work. 

And thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Would any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 Yes. The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Economic Development. Minister Dr. 
Grant Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also wanted to rise and be as-
sociated with the congratulations to Fiona Dobson and 
Erika Furbert for their outstanding performance com-
ing through the recent IB results. I think it is quite sig-
nificant that a Bermudian would score 45 out of 45. I 
think there is only one other example of that from 
Bermuda, and I think Erika Furbert and some of the 
others have done a very nice job, as well. I gathered 
through reading the reporting that Fiona Dobson will 
actually, as a consequence of her results, be entering 
Cambridge this fall. So I think that is fairly significant 
as well and, I think, bodes well for education broadly 
in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
also like to be associated with the condolences to the 
family of Joe Correia. I know my honourable col-
league, Pat Gordon-Pamplin, would like to be associ-
ated as well, as he was a constituent of hers. So I 
would like to send condolences to his wife, Marjorie, 
who was very much a partner, I think, in his business 
over the years. And others have commented on his 
contributions in the construction area, but I think it is 
also worthy of note that he was quite an enthusiastic 
bowler as well and, I think, supported bowling in Ber-
muda for quite a few years. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
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 Would any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 There are no further speakers. That con-
cludes our obituary and congratulatory speeches. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are no matters of privilege. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: No personal explanations. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: No notices of motions. 
 

INTRODUCTON OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: None. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: No notices of motions.  
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: So we now move to our Orders of the 
Day. Our Order No. 1 is carried over. 
 And we move now to Order No. 2, which is 
the Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015. And 
that is in the name of the Junior Minister of Home Af-
fairs. 

Junior Minister S. D. Richards, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, I am 
pleased to introduce the Bill entitled Municipalities 
Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 on behalf of the sub-
stantive Minister of Home Affairs, Senator the Hon-
ourable Michael Fahy, JP. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 Then carry on. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015 

 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: If enacted, it will amend 
the Municipalities Act 1923 to permit the Minister to 
issue binding directions to the Corporations to author-
ise the Minister to appoint an ex officio representative 
to sit on each corporation’s council to require the Min-
ister to signify his support for any resolution or ordi-
nance and to generally improve upon current provi-
sions relating to temporary stewardship. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bill, once enacted, will give 
the Minister more robust powers of oversight in re-
spect of municipalities. The events of recent months 
make the need for such a regulatory regime self-
evident. Honourable Members will be familiar, and I 
need not recite the factual background in any detail. 
They will also be aware of significant challenges 
posed by the municipal corporations in recent years 
under both the current and previous governments and 
the failures of administration that have caused disar-
ray in government. 
 Mr. Speaker, further governance reform is 
now acutely necessary as a result of the past actions 
of the Corporation of Hamilton, which include: 

• failures of accountability in awarding of the 
contract for the Hamilton Waterfront Devel-
opment, resulting in a highly critical report by 
the Bermuda Ombudsman, legislative inter-
vention by the Government of Bermuda, the 
assumption of temporary stewardship and an 
arbitration that may cost many millions to the 
public purse; 

• concerns about the viability of a cooperative 
relationship between the two levels of gov-
ernment during the America’s Cup; 

• a multiplicity of legal actions, such as the 
clamping litigation and the myriad of spurious 
constitutional actions; 

• disorder and dissention at the council level 
that has been reported in the media; 

• the inadequate resources to undertake impor-
tant public infrastructure projects, such as the 
needed upgrade to the sewage system; and  

• the fallout of an apparently failed corporation-
backed loan of $18 million, which has gone 
missing and which has led to legal difficulties 
requiring further investigation by the authori-
ties. 
 

 Honourable Members will recall that these 
reasons, amongst others, led to the Minister taking 
temporary stewardship of the Corporation, with the 
approval of Cabinet, in January of this year. I am 
happy to report that the working relationship between 
the Corporation and the Ministry has been profes-
sional and cordial since municipal elections last 
month. It is the Ministry’s expectation that we have 
turned a leaf. 
 However, this state of affairs does not get rid 
of the need for the reforms before this Honourable 
House today. Mr. Speaker, the Bill, in summary, 
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strengthens oversight by Government of the affairs of 
the Corporations. The first important reform would be 
to allow the Minister to provide binding direction to the 
Corporations. These are similar to those provided for 
in legislation relating to the West End Development 
Corporation and the Bermuda Land Development 
Company, permitting general and special direction 
from their respective Ministers. Before directions are 
given, they must be in the public interest. The Minister 
is also required to consult with the Corporation in re-
spect of which he proposes to issue such directions. 
 Without prejudice to the Minister’s general 
power to issue such directions, the legislation makes 
clear that these can be issued to ensure that (a) a 
corporation’s functions are exercised and performed 
in the most efficient manner; (b) information on a cor-
poration’s activities is regularly provided to the Minis-
ter; (c) certain of a corporation’s activities are re-
stricted or discontinued, particularly where such activi-
ties are detrimental to the public interest; and (d) a 
corporation gives effect to anything required in pursu-
ance of the Act. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill would permit the Minis-
ter, or an ex officio representative of his, to attend and 
be heard at meetings of the Corporation and to re-
ceive the Corporation’s minutes. The Minister may 
also appoint a public officer as his delegated repre-
sentative to assist in carrying out his responsibilities 
under the Act. The appointment would facilitate com-
munications between the Corporations and the Minis-
try. A power of delegation would not apply in respect 
of the power to delegate, to issue binding ministerial 
direction, to deal with ordinances under the Act or to 
invoke stewardship powers of the Minister. 
 While the stewardship powers under the Act 
cannot be delegated, the Bill would allow the Minister 
to delegate other functions to any employee or officer 
of a corporation, which is under the Minister’s control 
or stewardship, in order to oversee the efficient execu-
tion of its day-to-day affairs. Additionally, Mr. Speaker, 
the Minister would be required to support any resolu-
tion or ordinance passed by incorporation, either per-
sonally or by way of his ex officio appointment. Such 
support would have to be made signified in writing. 
This requirement will be retrospective to May 7th, 
2015, which is the date of the most recent municipal 
election. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, the Bill would improve 
the current law on temporary stewardship in order to 
bring greater clarity and to immunise those provisions 
from future legal attack. While we are pleased with the 
Chief Justice’s ruling from earlier this year, clarifying 
the extent of the stewardship provisions already pres-
ently within the Municipalities Act, this legislation 
seeks to bring further legal clarity to stewardship. At 
present, the Minister may temporarily take over stew-
ardship of a corporation’s infrastructure, service or 
function due to the poor state of such as a result of 

force majeure, maladministration, disrepair or lack of 
funding. 
 The Bill inserts two additional stewardship 
provisions. The Minister may assume control of a cor-
poration’s financial governance where he believes that 
its finances are being mismanaged or that its financial 
governance is otherwise in a poor state. The Minister 
may also assume control of a corporation completely 
where he believes that it is being mismanaged or that 
its governance is otherwise in a poor state. In either 
case, the Minister may only take over stewardship 
(1) where it would be in the public interest to do so; 
(2) with Cabinet’s approval; and (3) for so long as he 
believes it necessary to maintain such control. These 
reforms are essential to ensure we have properly 
functioning municipalities in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members can agree 
with me that the reforms to be effected by this Bill are 
nothing short of robust. It is with regret that Govern-
ment has come to this Honourable Chamber today on 
this matter. Throughout his tenure, the Minister has 
preferred to work with the Corporations through dia-
logue and collaboration. Government has only been 
drawn into litigation by the actions of others, and 
stewardship was employed only as a last resort. He 
has been deferential to the wishes and desires of the 
elected consuls as much as possible. He sees his role 
as one aimed at enabling the Corporations to perform 
their functions as best as they can. We perceive this 
role continuing even upon the Bill coming into force.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Minister noted in another 
place that he does not look forward to receiving these 
powers, as he is busy as part of a Government 
elected to turn around the economy, [with] the myriad 
of problems we inherited in December 2012. How-
ever, the events of recent years and months have 
forced the Government’s hand. I must emphasise, Mr. 
Speaker, the Government did not go down the path of 
abolishing the Corporations. This was something con-
sidered by the previous administration. 
 Some may argue that there is no need for two 
levels of administration in a country of Bermuda’s 
size. However, the Corporations and their officials do 
have a role to play in the provision of services to mu-
nicipal residents. For this reason, the legislature 
should continue to delegate certain of its authority to 
legislate for the peace, order and good government of 
the Corporations and their residents. 
 However, this delegated power must be exer-
cised in a manner which does recognise an overriding 
national interest, which from time to time may need to 
prevail. The Government believes that Hamilton and 
St. George’s play an important role in the history of 
Bermuda. In fact, the present Government has given 
more funding to both by returning wharfage, and in the 
case of St. George’s, establishing a Heritage fund. 
 Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, it is our hope and 
expectation that the recent elections will usher in an 
era of mutual cooperation for the benefit of residents 
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and businesses in the town and city, and the wider 
community. 
 This Bill is not aimed at any one group or indi-
vidual, despite efforts to paint it as such. Some in the 
community might question why this legislation is 
needed now that the bad apples of the previous ad-
ministration are no longer in control for the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: The reality is that prob-
lems have arisen regardless of who is in charge of the 
Corporations and regardless of which political party is 
in power at the national level. 
 Mr. Speaker, in an ideal situation, these pow-
ers will fall away and become largely pro forma. As 
evidence of the Government’s intention to reach such 
a situation, the Minister has entered into Memoranda 
of Understanding with the two corporations, aimed at 
regulating and streamlining our relationship. The Min-
istry wishes for the Corporations to regulate their own 
affairs to the greatest extent possible. These memo-
randa were entered into in anticipation of the passage 
of this legislation and by all accounts have proven to 
be successful. However, we would be remiss if, in re-
sponse to recent challenges, Government chose not 
to act. 
 It is important that the national agenda and 
the agenda of any council are aligned in some way to 
ensure that there is harmony in Bermuda’s govern-
mental functions, especially given that the city and the 
town are major parts of Bermuda’s economic life-
blood. Cooperation is key, and the Government of 
Bermuda is committed to that. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I look forward to 
debate with my fellow Honourable Members. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair is going to recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency 26. MP Marc Bean, 
the Leader of the Opposition. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, 
some of my colleagues are not . . . yes, let’s tune in. 
Let’s tune in. 
  Mr. Speaker, I rise as the Leader of the Op-
position, instead of the Shadow responsible for this 
legislation, to state explicitly for the listening public our 
concerns at the apparent arrogance of this Govern-
ment, who has the audacity to bring before this Hon-
ourable Chamber a piece of legislation that is inextri-
cably linked to the recent and long-standing allega-
tions of corruption and bribery in terms of the Water-
front and Jetgate. This Municipalities [Amendment] 
Act is at the very centre and core of the utilisation of 
this Parliament to do actions and pass laws which 
have the appearance or potential appearance of being 
meant to support bribery and corruption. 

 But yet, the Junior Minister can get up here 
today with any response from this Government to the 
people of Bermuda, who, I suspect, are going to try 
and make this sub judice argument in order to sup-
press the truth. Remember, there is a concept of a 
right to know, Mr. Speaker. They will take that ap-
proach. The Premier will make a statement to his col-
leagues, which is the closest thing to a kindergarten 
statement, Mr. Speaker. How disrespectful can this 
Government be to the country? That you have the 
audacity to stand up here today and bring the Munici-
palities [Amendment] Act, an Act that was brought by 
a Minister who sits in another place who has a thun-
derstorm cloud over his head, in addition to other Min-
isters? 
 Mr. Speaker, we refuse to participate in such 
a travesty. We refuse to participate in activity that con-
tinuously brings this House into disrepute. Mr. 
Speaker, we hope that, later on, we can have an open 
and robust discussion on this information that has now 
been presented to the public, but I know I myself have 
stood up here for two and a half years, and we 
warned that Government. We warned the Government 
that they were on a path of destruction, Mr. Speaker. 
It is clear that we understood and knew everything 
they were doing. We warned them every time, Mr. 
Speaker, when they brought up the Municipalities Act, 
that you are going down a path of disrepute. And yet 
today, you have the audacity, arrogantly so, to bring 
this legislation to this House. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Who is being arro-
gant? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Of all people talking, Dr. 
Grant Gibbons should not talk. Okay? Because if you 
want to talk, I suggest you bring that Deloitte report on 
the airport! Because it is just as shady, Mr. Speaker, 
and everyone knows it. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Relevance] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member so far has said almost nothing with respect to 
the Bill that has been brought. I think he is way off 
track. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I will now take my seat. We 
do not intend to participate in this travesty. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable At-
torney General. Minister, the Learned Member, Trevor 
Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 It is interesting that the Opposition does not 
wish to engage with the debate on the Municipalities 
[Amendment] Act. This is, of course, a subject that 
they commenced. It was commenced under their 
watch. As the Honourable Junior Minister stated in his 
brief, this was something that they looked at. In fact, 
they wanted to, at one time, get rid of the Corpora-
tions altogether because of the activity. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, it was probably because 
you changed Premiers. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: You changed Premiers. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Attorney General, 
speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: There was one Premier under 
the Opposition, the present Opposition, who was 
against having the Corporations at all; he wanted to 
take them over. But luckily, Premiers were changed, I 
guess, in that regard and that motion did not move 
forward. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, the situation 
here, as has been clear historically, is that something 
was needed. Once the voting was changed for the 
Corporation, it was clear that there needed to be bet-
ter guidance to the Corporation. The Corporation had 
gone off the rails in many respects under the recent 
past administration with respect to how they ran the 
Corporations. 
 And speaking specifically of the Corporation 
of Hamilton, where everyone will know of the scandal 

of the Black Mayors’ conference that, I guess, was 
never to be, where money was paid over to an organi-
sation that had all sorts of problems. There were alle-
gations of a person who claimed to be the head of it, 
[who] was not actually the head of it, that there were 
all sorts of accounting issues, and that there was ef-
fectively no conference ever going to be held. And 
then monies were paid over. And I wonder whether 
those monies have been gotten back, to this day. I 
think it was a $100,000 payment that was made. 
 
An Hon. Member: Nobody is listening. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: At least one person is listen-
ing. That is what I am glad to hear. At least one per-
son is listening, even if he can only tell me no one is 
listening; it means he must be listening. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That is good to know. 
 There have been all sorts of problems. And 
obviously, some of the problems are caught up with 
respect to court cases. But, you know, we obviously 
have the issue of the missing monies that are out 
there, the monies with respect to Par-La-Ville, which I 
understand is sub judice, but we have some $18 mil-
lion that disappeared that needs to be tracked down. It 
is obvious, I think to every member of the public, why 
there needs to be a continuation of some sort of gov-
ernance by the Government over the Corporations. As 
the brief says, the Corporations are a very important 
lifeblood of this community, and without that lifeblood, 
we would be [having] severe issues. 
 Everyone will be aware of the issues we have 
had with the Waterfront. And again, it is subject to 
court proceedings, so I do not want to go into the de-
tails of it. But the knock-on effects of the imbroglio 
there is obviously going to affect not only docks with 
respect to how we receive all our goods into Bermuda 
from freight ships, but, in addition, tourist activities, 
including, of course, the early series, as early as Oc-
tober, for the America’s Cup, et cetera. So these 
things are, obviously, of very great importance to this 
community and, I would submit, are sufficient to justify 
Government taking these steps in order to have ulti-
mate control of the Corporations to see that they are 
governed in a responsible fashion. 
 Obviously, there are issues great and small, 
particularly with the Corporation of Hamilton. I mean, 
everyone will remember at one point there were 
masses of street signs which simply disappeared. No 
allegations. There was a member of the Corporation 
who actually removed them. And later, I think they 
were returned. But there were a great number of all 
sorts of shenanigans and, ultimately, childish but very 
damaging behaviour—behaviour which damaged not 
only the Corporation and the residents and the busi-
nesses who were part of the City of Hamilton, but in 
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addition, the broader community, a loss of credibility, 
a loss of confidence in the community over how soci-
ety is run. And it gives a certain disrespect, and then 
you get increased lawlessness, generally. 
 We have had the other issue, which we have 
not even spoken about yet, and the other issue is the 
issue with respect to all of the parking. We have got 
issues out there with the parking and whether fines 
are being collected for people who park in breach of 
the ordinances with respect to parking. We have is-
sues with respect to the clamping which was done. 
We have had a court case ongoing between the Cor-
poration and the Government in that regard, which the 
Government won, but it is still subject to an appeal. 
And we are trying to help the Corporation see its way 
clear to act appropriately and to have the ordinances 
passed in a proper and lawful fashion. 
 I think it is a great step forward that the Minis-
ter has been able to . . . And I give him great credit for 
being able to promulgate and have signed Memo-
randa of Understanding with the two corporations in 
order to regulate and streamline the relationship of the 
Government with each of the Corporations.  

The Corporations are in very different circum-
stances. Traditionally, the Corporation of Hamilton 
really had no sorts of income. They did not charge 
rates. They really relied on Government in all re-
spects. So, while they were running their own affairs, 
they ran their own affairs with funds that were pro-
vided to them, economically, by the central govern-
ment. So they needed our full support. And under the 
OBA Government, we have found a way to send to 
them additional funds that they can have to run their 
affairs and to bring the Town of St. George’s up to the 
standard that it should be, considering that it is part of 
a larger World Heritage site, which includes the Town 
of St. George’s and the historic forts of St. George’s 
Parish. These are things which we have worked hard 
towards. 
 I know personally that the Minister has worked 
extremely hard with the two corporations, both to seek 
that understanding with them and to help them with 
their various problems. I know in St. George’s we 
have been trying to help them with new facilities, new 
dock facility to get them more income and to allow 
larger yachts to come and stay there and provide a 
source of employment and income for the Town of St. 
George’s. And that has taken some time. It has not 
necessarily been easy, but the ministries have worked 
towards it. And with respect to some of those, when I 
was Minister of Public Works, I worked on them in an 
early stage with respect to the issuance of leases for 
the Queen’s Bottom. And I tried to help out where we 
could with respect to that. 
 So, we understand that the situation between 
St. George’s and the Corporation of Hamilton is 
somewhat different. But we believe, in both situations, 
they will benefit from the benevolent assistance of the 
central government through these Memoranda of Un-

derstanding and through this legislation in order to 
better run their affairs. And certainly, when the Corpo-
rations need changes to that legislation, et cetera, in 
order to accomplish their goals, we in central govern-
ment wish to be there in order to lend them the help 
and expertise that they need, not only . . . You know, 
there is economic assistance, and there is planning 
and business plans to be done. But in addition to that, 
you have the assistance that is done through this 
place, through the legislature, here and below, where 
one of the problems was that the ordinances of the 
Corporation were not being done in an appropriate 
fashion in an earlier time. And that situation had lasted 
for some years, unfortunately. And now we hope to be 
able to sort it out in a timely fashion. 
 Obviously, when you get in a situation where 
you have (I do not want to be unkind, but) a messy 
situation that took some years to create, it is not going 
to be solved overnight. And I can speak with respect 
to the ordinances to say that we are working to sort 
out past ordinances which were not enacted in an ap-
propriate fashion, and to put into place, through the 
Memoranda of Understanding, a process where in the 
future these ordinances will be put together appropri-
ately so that they will be effective, and so that the 
Corporation will have a stream of income. 
 Right now Members of the House and, I am 
sure, members of the public are aware that the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton is exposed to a variety of legal 
claims with respect to a guarantee that it issued in 
respect of Par-La-Ville parking lot, which is now, I be-
lieve, in receivership. And they are going to need to 
boost their income in order to be in a sound financial 
footing for whatever comes of that, going forward. It is 
obvious that the Corporation needs to be on a more 
sound financial footing in order to regulate its affairs in 
an appropriate fashion. 
 So, I say all of that to say that this Govern-
ment has no desire to interfere with the proper running 
of either corporation, no desire to interfere. But the 
Government has a democratic mandate, which is 
something that the Opposition sometimes seems to 
forget—we have a democratic mandate to move Ber-
muda forward. And part of that is to move the Corpo-
rations forward. And they, of course, had the very 
same desire when they were in power. They had the 
very same desire. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I am hearing all 
sorts of unseemly chatter. But the Members on that 
side, when they want to talk about those things, need 
only look in the mirror. And if you look in the mirror, all 
will be revealed. All will be revealed. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: All will be revealed. 
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz:  Now, Mr. Speaker, I think that 
is really all I have to add to the debate, and I thank 
you for the time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 22, Paget East. The Minis-
ter for Economic Development, Dr. Gibbons, you have 
the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise and support 
this particular Bill this afternoon. I think, as my hon-
ourable colleague who just took his seat said, it needs 
to be very clear to those out there that the Govern-
ment does not want to take over, nor play an active 
role in the affairs of the Corporation, but would prefer 
to be supporting it, certainly to the degree possible. 
 And as everybody will be aware, this Bill is a 
direct consequence of government’s failures—and I 
hate to say this—but of the former Corporation of 
Hamilton, and has very little to do, although it certainly 
applies, under the Municipalities Act, to the Corpora-
tion of St. George’s. I think it was pretty clear, as the 
former Corporation of Hamilton effectively spun out of 
control and exhibited what can only be described 
nicely as dysfunctional behaviour, that the community 
was essentially calling for the Government to try and 
step in and stabilise the situation, for which we are 
picking up the pieces at the present time. 
 It is very unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, because 
the Corporation of Hamilton, and certainly St. 
George’s as well, had a very long history of function-
ing independently or relatively independently of gov-
ernment, and I think there is actually a very, very 
strong legacy there. I mean, I can say personally I am 
very much a supporter of having municipal govern-
ment as well as national government. I think municipal 
government is critical, because with respect to St. 
George’s or Hamilton, you want a functioning group, a 
corporation that is able to pay close attention to Ham-
ilton or St. George’s in a way that sometimes the na-
tional government, because of its multiple responsibili-
ties, is unable to do. And I think for many, many years, 
generations of the Corporations, particularly the Cor-
poration of St. George’s, did exactly that. 
 And Hamilton, obviously, is a key city. It is the 
city for Bermuda. And it is a focus of both business 
and tourism, and also a place of residence for many 
Bermudians. So I think it is important that these Cor-
porations be as functional as possible. 

 And this legislation is simply aimed to provide 
additional support. It is there to be able to provide a 
backstop. It is not there to provide an active takeover 
of either Corporation, but there to backstop in case 
things [do] go wrong. I think of that old expression 
Once burned, twice shy, Mr. Speaker, and I think it 
would be irresponsible of Government not to put into 
place the provisions as we are under this Municipali-
ties [Amendment] Bill to make sure that there can be 
appropriate oversight and support, as the case may 
be. 
 I think those of us who have followed the Cor-
poration, particularly of Hamilton, over many years—
and I suspect this applies to St. George’s as well—will 
know that, oftentimes, Government was distracted, 
and I am talking about going back many years, in 
terms of assisting the Corporations with both mod-
ernisation of the Municipalities Act to bring it more into 
this day and age. There have been repeated attempts 
by, I think, the Corporation of Hamilton particularly, 
and the Corporation of St. George’s was involved, to 
try and modernise the Municipalities Act. And really, 
nothing was done until there was essentially a threat 
and what seemed to be a clear effort by a former ad-
ministration to eliminate the Corporations. And obvi-
ously, after quite broad protest, that attempt was 
modified. But I think it is important that Government 
and the Corporations be able to work together. 
  There are a lot of issues which we have seen 
which speak to the revenue and the functioning of the 
Corporation of Hamilton and the Corporation of St. 
George’s, where ordinances need to be moved 
through the process. They can involve parking; they 
can involve many different things in terms of the day-
to-day functioning of both Corporations. And that 
closer working relationship clearly needs to be there. 
And that is one of the things that this particular legisla-
tion does, it helps to support the passing of ordi-
nances, allowing the Corporations to stay up to date in 
terms of their management requirements in how they 
operate the day-to-day affairs of the city and the town. 
 And the Bill basically provides those checks 
and balances by requiring that the Minister support 
any resolution or ordinance passed by the Corporation 
in order to be able to give it additional weight. And he 
can either do that directly through his office or, as the 
legislation suggests, through an ex officio appointment 
where there is a representative of the Minister on 
the— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members. I am having dif-
ficulty hearing. 
  Carry on, Honourable Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: So, I think that is 
important as well. And I think it is also key to have 
Government have a watching brief in an ongoing ba-
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sis over the Corporations. There are clear financial 
issues which both Corporations face now, particularly 
the Corporation of Hamilton, as a consequence of re-
cent litigation, where there are going to be perhaps 
severe financial issues which need to be addressed. I 
think we all know that the Corporation of St. George’s 
also has issues of a capital infrastructure nature that it 
has to deal with. And I think it is very important that 
that close working relationship be there, as well. 
 As my honourable colleague, the Attorney 
General, has noted, Government has been working 
with the Corporation of St. George’s in the last year or 
so, particularly with the Economic Development 
Committee, to look for additional sources of revenue. 
And I think, with the America’s Cup, opportunity is 
coming up. A marina there made a lot of sense and 
allowed the Corporation to both work with the private 
sector and also with the contractors to put in place a 
marina which the Corporation would be very much a 
part of from an equity participant [standpoint] as well. 
So there would be additional revenue coming out of 
that. And of course, it helps to reinforce the vibrant 
nature of the Town of St. George’s, as well. 
 And I think that the Government also has put 
in place or reinstated the wharfage, which I think is 
important for both Hamilton, and also the Heritage 
Fund being put into the St. George’s Corporation, as 
well.  
 So I think in many respects, Mr. Speaker, this 
is very sensible legislation. I think it reflects the two 
levels of administration. One is the national level and 
then the municipal level, which this Government is 
very much interested in preserving. And I think it re-
flects that in a sensitive and important way, yet pro-
vides the safety backstop in the event that whatever 
corporation is there in the future gets into functional or 
dysfunctional problems with respect to the day-to-day 
running of that. 
 I think it would be fair to say that, certainly 
from our perspective, it is very much in the national 
interest. I think we are much more optimistic about, 
certainly, the Corporations of Hamilton and St. 
George’s, going forward. I think the recent election 
went well. I think it was clearly representative of the 
wishes of the electorate in both cases. And I think 
what we have seen so far are two new administrations 
which are certainly very passionate about their jobs, 
about the importance of both the Town of St. George’s 
and the Corporation of Hamilton, the City of Hamilton, 
as well.  

So we are optimistic. We have a good feeling 
about that. I think, as the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Richards, noted, there is what I think is a very good 
working relationship now between the Minister re-
sponsible, the Honourable Senator from another 
place, and also the new Mayor, Quinell Francis, of St. 
George’s, and Mayor Gosling in Hamilton, as well. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, with that, I think this is an 
additional piece which will help to make sure that 

process is working properly, going forward. I am en-
thusiastic because I think Hamilton particularly, and 
we are working on St. George’s, will have great oppor-
tunities as a consequence of the America’s Cup, the 
first instance coming up in October with the World Se-
ries. And again, I think it is very important that there 
be a consistent approach for both Hamilton and St. 
George’s, working very closely with the ACBDA 
[America’s Cup Bermuda Ltd.] group, the America’s 
Cup Bermuda team, and also the America’s Cup 
Event Authority. And I think we are off to a really good 
start there, and I think everybody is looking forward to 
what should be a very exciting occasion, putting both 
the City of Hamilton and St. George’s in the spotlight. 
And I look forward to a little more promising future. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister, the Learned Member, from constituency 31. 
Minister Shawn Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would just like to add to the 
comments already provided by my honourable col-
leagues. It is not a protracted piece of legislation, but 
it is an important piece of legislation. And as my hon-
ourable colleagues have already articulated, it is with 
some regret, Mr. Speaker, that we have to come to 
this Honourable House with this particular piece of 
legislation. And we do so today because of unfortu-
nate circumstances that have led to this particular 
course of action. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to reiterate that this is 
a public interest measure. These powers, these robust 
powers that are being provided to the Minister re-
sponsible for Corporations, whether it is the current 
Minister or any successive Minister, Mr. Speaker, is to 
allow that Minister and the Government to intervene 
when there is concern of a national interest level. And 
it is important, it is actually paramount of any govern-
ment to be able to intervene when there is a risk to the 
national interest. 
 And if you will allow me, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to restate, because I think it is important, particu-
larly after we have heard the comments from the Op-
position Leader in terms of the position of the Opposi-
tion on this, I think it is important to underscore some 
of the reasons why we are here. And, Mr. Speaker, it 
has been sensationalised, some of the situations, but 
as the Junior Minister stated, we are here because of 
failures of accountability in awarding of the contract 
for the Hamilton Waterfront development, resulting in 
a highly critical report by the Bermuda Ombudsman, 
which I will refer to in a minute; arbitration that will 
cost the country millions of dollars. We have seen, Mr. 
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Speaker, concerns about the viability of a cooperative 
relationship between the two levels of government. 
 Mr. Speaker, what is interesting is that this is 
not new. The context of why we are here today is not 
new. We have seen dispute between government, 
national government and municipal government be-
fore. And it concerned a former Premier to the point 
that he made public his desire to eradicate the Hamil-
ton Corporation, if not all corporations in Bermuda. 
There was a wisdom in going down that road because 
of the national interest. 
 Now, the reason why we heard Honourable 
Members interpolate earlier, Well, we didn’t do it, al-
though they desired to do it . . . But they did not do it, 
Mr. Speaker, in my respectful opinion, not because 
they changed their mind. They did not do it, Mr. 
Speaker, because of legal complexities in eradicating 
a corporation that owns highly valuable assets. So, at 
the end of the day, it became a legal impediment to do 
it. But, without question, it was the desire of the former 
administration to eradicate, abrogate the Corporation 
so that it could take over control. 
 So, what we have found today, in essence, 
Mr. Speaker, as a result of these circumstances, 
some that are more recent and some that go back to 
the former administration and the relationship that was 
there and the challenges that were presented . . . We 
have now found—again, regrettably, but we have 
found a halfway house, Mr. Speaker, to allow the 
Government to be able to intervene when it is deemed 
necessary. 
 Other reasons, Mr. Speaker, are a multiplicity 
of legal actions such as the clamping litigation and a 
myriad of spurious constitutional actions; disorder and 
dissention at the council level; inadequate resources 
to undertake important public infrastructure projects, 
such as the needed upgrade to the sewage system. 
And as the Minister of Tourism, I would like to con-
gratulate those who have attenuated some of the is-
sues that we had a couple of years ago as it related to 
the manner in which we disposed of our sewage com-
ing out of the Corporation. 
 The fallout of an apparently failed corporation 
backed loan of $18 million, which has gone missing 
and which has led to legal difficulties—so these are 
some of the reasons, as already espoused by the Jun-
ior Minister, as to why we are here. Each one of those 
enumerated concerns are concerns of national impor-
tance. And some of those things led to the Minister 
assuming stewardship over the Corporation, not once, 
but twice, and appropriately so, Mr. Speaker. And so, 
as a result of that, it was deemed prudent that we had 
to augment the powers and put it into a certain struc-
ture so that the Government can be comfortable with 
its ability to ensure that the affairs of the Corporation 
are managed in an appropriate fashion. 
 But to enlarge upon those reasons, Mr. 
Speaker, I, with your indulgence, would like to refer to 
the ombudsman’s report, the Ombudsman’s Special 

Report dated December of 2013. And, Mr. Speaker, if 
you go to page 2 of that report, contained in the Intro-
duction, the then-ombudsman . . . And we recently 
engaged in debate in this Honourable House where, 
as I said before, depending on where you sit, it will 
dictate your feelings about an ombudsman in this 
Honourable House, Mr. Speaker. But last week, we 
heard the Opposition extol the necessity of an om-
budsman, the watchdog of Government and so forth. 
So I am sure they would appreciate the utterances of 
this ombudsman in this particular report. 
 And in this report, various “Questions were 
raised about [the Corporation of Hamilton]:  

• arbitrary decisions made without regard for 
the technical advice of staff 

• questionable expenditures 
• $30,000 incurred costs for dismissal of the 

previous auditors without proper notice 
• the initial refusal of some members to sign the 

June 2009 Code of Conduct 
• potential conflicts of interest 
• marked increase in retroactive and unsigned 

resolutions 
• unstructured meeting agendas 
• meetings held without the legal notice period 

(meetings called ‘at the drop of a hat’) 
• city business being conducted in secret ‘Cau-

cus’ meetings.” 
 
So, this is what the previous ombudsman laid 

out as various questions and concerns that were 
brought to her attention as it related to the conduct of 
the Corporation of Hamilton. 
 And then if you go, Mr. Speaker, to page 44, 
which is headed “Findings,” the former ombudsman 
stated that “[She found] evidence of maladministration 
[by the Corporation] in: . . . Not acting in accordance 
with the law and with [due diligence and] due regard 
for the rights of those concerned . . .  
 “Not acting in accordance with the public 
body’s policy and guidance . . .  
 “Not taking proper account of established 
good practice . . .  
 “Not providing effective services, using appro-
priately trained and competent staff . . .  
 “Not taking reasonable decisions based on all 
relevant considerations . . .  
 “Failure to be customer/public focused . . .  
 “Failure to be open and accountable . . .  
 “Failure to act fairly and proportionately . . .” 

And it goes on, Mr. Speaker. And this was in 
2013. The ombudsman made a litany of recommenda-
tions in how to address and improve the situation, and 
we found, as 2014 came and during that particular 
year, that things got worse, Mr. Speaker. And we can 
talk about things like the Black Mayors’ conference 
and all sorts of stuff. We have tried, Mr. Speaker, and 
even in the remarks of the Honourable Member who is 
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responsible for this in this House, we do not want to 
go down the rehashing of the circumstances.  
 But it is important that the people of this coun-
try understand and appreciate that it has been abys-
mal in terms of the maladministration, the cost to the 
public purse, Mr. Speaker, and in some respects, the 
cost to our reputation. And so, because of that, we 
have made the difficult decision to bring the Munici-
palities Amendment Act here today. And, as I said 
earlier, primarily what this is going to allow the Minis-
ter to do, Mr. Speaker, and the Government, by ex-
tension, is to intervene when necessary, intervene 
when it is deemed required, in the best interest and 
betterment of the country. The Minister already has 
power of stewardship, as I have said. He has used it 
appropriately and at the right time, and this basically is 
building upon that and allowing the Government to do 
so, providing binding directions and the like. 
 This is not something new. We have seen 
these types of powers available in the relationship 
between the Government and various quangos such 
as WEDCO and the BLDC [Bermuda Land Develop-
ment Corporation]. As the Honourable Member who 
just took his seat said, we deem it appropriate to have 
an ex officio appointment, someone there, because 
the Minister is not going to always be available to at-
tend all these meetings. But if he had a representative 
there to ensure that things were going on the right 
path . . . And we have said that we are encouraged 
and we are optimistic with the new Corporation, Mr. 
Speaker, that things will start and remain on a straight 
path, and that some of these deficiencies that we 
have seen will be rectified. 
 But this legislation is not drafted for any par-
ticular corporation. It is drafted for the Government to 
have these types of powers when necessary for any 
corporation. So, albeit we may have a very prudent 
corporation for three years or whatever the time frame 
may be, but there may be a challenging one that suc-
ceeds this, and so it may not happen until 10 years 
down the line. These powers may not have to be util-
ised at all, Mr. Speaker. But the point is, because of 
past circumstances, it is deemed appropriate that the 
Government have these powers at its disposal and 
have these powers through the Minister responsible. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I believe that this legislation 
is needed. I believe that it is timely. I think that the 
Government and the Minister . . . it should be recog-
nised that  the legislation was not abandoned because 
there was a change in the Corporation administration. 
So this has nothing to do with the one particular Cor-
poration. We are making the point today that these 
powers are required for a government to exercise its 
duty to the country, yes, because of . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am not going to tolerate 
these types of interpolations, Mr. Speaker. 

 
An Hon. Member: You are not going to tolerate it? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No. No. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, Mr. Speaker, so we 
are . . . Mr. Speaker, as the Honourable Attorney 
General said, you know . . . If the Honourable Opposi-
tion Leader wants to rely on a hearsay affidavit, that 
just speaks to the unsophisticated knowledge of that 
Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But I can tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, that we will not talk about rumours. 
 
An Hon. Member: Bring it on. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: If you want to start talking 
about what we have heard . . . Oh yes, you can say, 
Bring it on. We can bring it on. We could bring it on, 
Mr. Speaker. Okay? So if we are going to talk about 
rumours and what people have said and what is going 
on previously, Mr. Speaker, we can be here for a very 
long time. So like the Attorney General said to the 
Opposition, you need to have a look in the mirror, 
right? 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, we are here— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member. 
Just a minute. Just a minute. 
 Honourable Members. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, we are here today not because of a spe-
cific Corporation. We are here because we have rec-
ognised, due to experience, that it is prudent for a 
government to have these powers in the event that it 
is necessary to intervene in the best interest of the 
Government. So, albeit regrettable, we deem this 
necessary. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
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 Actually, Honourable Member, we have got 
about just two minutes. So, you are going to speak for 
more than two minutes, I would think. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I may speak for more than two 
minutes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. All right. So we will break for 
lunch. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I just wanted to stand up, Mr. 
Speaker, and make sure you acknowledged me. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I appreciate that, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Minister for Fi-
nance, the Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you, Honourable Members. 
The House is adjourned to 2:00 pm. 
 
[Gavel]  
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:26 pm 
  

 Proceedings resumed at 2:03 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 
MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015 

 
[Debate continuing] 
 
The Speaker: I think, MP Brown? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 17, MP Walton Brown. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, earlier in this debate 
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition, Marc Bean, 
indicated that we would not be participating in this de-
bate because of the egregious nature of what has 
been proposed. 
 In light, however, of a number of comments 
that have been made by the Government’s side, we 
would now be engaging in a full debate on this matter. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, and given that I am 
the substantive person to respond on this matter, I am 
going to assume, Mr. Speaker, that I will be accorded 
by my colleagues the proper privilege of having an 
hour to respond.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have 30 minutes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Sorry, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Thirty minutes after honourable mem-
ber Bean. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, he spoke on a motion . . . a 
point of clarification. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Nice try.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Okay. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to start out with a 
little story going back 30 years. In 1985 when the Na-
tional Labour Party [NLP] was formed, they had a 
public meeting. And at that public meeting one of the 
leaders of the NLP kept saying, I wear the pants in my 
house. I wear the pants in my house. And he was very 
much supported by the members present at that 
meeting. And I posed a question to the new NLP, 
“Why would you want to be presented in such a sexist 
manner?” Because it just seemed inappropriate that 
the new political party would make such a comment.  

After the meeting, one of the leading mem-
bers of the NLP came over to me and said, You know, 
Mr. Brown, I don’t practice any discrimination. I have a 
very democratic household. My wife and I . . . we talk 
about all the issues and we come to a collective deci-
sion on every single issue. The only time I have to 
exert my authority (he said) is when we disagree. He 
said that with a straight face that the only time he ex-
erts his authority in a household is when they dis-
agree. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment to the Munici-
palities Act achieves precisely that same outcome. It 
will create an environment in which the Corporation 
will be landed the power to do everything it wants to 
do, unless the Government disagrees. So if we pass 
this Act we are, in effect, making a mockery of democ-
racy because we have created a sham. We will create 
a sham of a structure. We will have Members elected 
to the Corporation of Hamilton and St. George’s 
through a process which involves expenditure of pub-
lic funds. They will sit and they will deliberate, but their 
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decisions will never be valid unless and until it has the 
approval of the Government. 
 So why really have the Corporations? 
 
An Hon. Member: Three cheers. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I thought why have it if their deci-
sions are not their own, if their decisions all have to be 
approved by the Government? 
 So we have a formal structure with absolutely 
no power whatsoever. So the Government needs to 
properly explain why it would want to create such an 
environment; to have people elected and hold office 
but be completely neutered when it comes to the pos-
session of any power to do anything. 
 So [there] is a grave problem with this legisla-
tion, Mr. Speaker, it renders the time, the effort of the 
Corporations of Hamilton and St. George’s completely 
useless—completely useless. 
 So I do not fully understand the thinking be-
hind the Government. I am sure other Members will 
get up and articulate what the thinking was, but it does 
not seem clear that we would create this environment 
whereby a corporation—the Corporation of St. 
George’s, the Corporation of Hamilton—will have ef-
fectively no power whatsoever. It is like that marriage 
where the husband and wife decide everything collec-
tively until the wife disagrees, and then the husband 
asserts his authority. That is what we are doing. The 
OBA Government needs to explain this to the Ber-
mudian people. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I heard reference to what 
was done under the Progressive Labour Party Gov-
ernment where there was an initial effort made to re-
vamp the Corporation of Hamilton, its powers, and the 
Corporation of St. George’s, and there was a step 
taken but the full control was never exerted. Some will 
say that was a mistake because what we have now is 
something that is sort of halfway in between—you ei-
ther allow the Corporation to have the power to man-
age its affairs, or you do not. The PLP Government 
created an intermediary step. 

This process now completes the acquisition of 
power but retains a shell of democracy that has abso-
lutely no validity. So I do not understand why the 
Government did not just take it over. If you wanted to 
take over the Corporations of Hamilton and St. 
George’s, then you should do so formally. But what 
we have now is something that achieves that goal 
without the actual formalisation of that acquisition. 

Mr. Speaker, we are within the midst of a very 
challenging environment economically because we 
are seeking people to invest in Bermuda, we are look-
ing at people to try to take over some major projects. 
And, of course, two obvious areas under the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton’s remit are the Par-la-Ville develop-
ment, the proposed Par-la-Ville development, as well 
as the proposed Waterfront development. But with 
these changes now, Mr. Speaker, any potential inves-

tor would be completely wasting his or her time by 
sitting down and talking to anybody at the Corpora-
tion. Why would you want to talk to anyone at the 
Corporation when everyone knows, if this passes or 
when this passes, all the power will reside with the 
Government? 

So, again, it just speaks to a lack of clarity 
about what is going on. And so if I am an investor, 
from a confidence standpoint, there are those on the 
Government side that will say, Investor confidence will 
be enhanced, because now the OBA Government will 
stand behind . . . effectively directing all the discus-
sions and negotiations. But others will say, Why have 
an elected entity which has no power to negotiate 
anything? So herein lies the challenge with this legis-
lation. It is a halfway step where there is a lack of 
clear decision-making, [as seen] from the standpoint 
of an investor. And all it does, Mr. Speaker, is create a 
level of confusion as far as the investor—potential 
investor—is concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, this particular piece of legislation 
is part of what I call the “hostile short history” between 
the Government and the Corporation of Hamilton be-
cause as much as this applies to the Corporation of 
St. George’s as well, there is no mistaking in the pub-
lic’s mind that this legislation was inspired by devel-
opments that took place with the city, the Corporation 
of Hamilton. There is no doubt whatsoever and it has 
been as much as pointed out by Members of the Gov-
ernment side when their remarks were made. 

But as part of this same history, Mr. Speaker, 
what I call a sad history of a hostile history, because 
keep in mind, Mr. Speaker, that this is the same gov-
ernment that passed legislation that allowed for retro-
activity to apply insofar as the issuance of contracts. 
This same Government passed legislation which al-
lowed for them to void a contract that was legally en-
tered into between the Corporation of Hamilton and a 
private developer. So we saw that take place. That 
certainly would send a quiver and a shiver through the 
potential investor who would say, This Government 
actually has the ability to go back into a contract that 
has been issued and void it. That is a very, very seri-
ous position to be in, Mr. Speaker, where you could 
just void a contract because you happen to disagree 
with the parties that were involved. 

Our position, Mr. Speaker, is that if there were 
serious issues involving the issuance of a contract, 
then there are other ways in which it could have been 
addressed. But to set the example,  to set the prece-
dent of voiding a contract that was legally entered into 
casts a very, very dark cloud over the operations of 
the OBA Government. And what we see between the 
retroactivity amendment, along with this, is just the 
brutal acquisition of power over City Hall. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are discussing this leg-
islation against a backdrop that is inherently cloudy 
because we have just had disclosure this week of a 
number of allegations—and all I will say is that they 
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are allegations. I do not see that anything has been 
proven, but there is a cloud cast over everything in-
volving the One Bermuda Alliance Government, City 
Hall, and private developers. And on that basis alone, 
Mr. Speaker, we should give pause to what the Gov-
ernment is considering doing now with regard to the 
City of Hamilton and the Corporation of Hamilton. 
There is a cloud cast over. That alone requires further 
examination and understanding before any decision is 
made. 

So, we do not support this particular change. 
We do not support this Bill, Mr. Speaker, in part be-
cause of the cloud that has been cast over. How can 
you, in good faith, bring forward legislation when there 
are unresolved issues, profound allegations being 
made about how decisions have been made? There is 
a lack of confidence in this process, Mr. Speaker. And 
so it just boggles the mind that these things could be 
contemplated and be advanced at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is what I call “leg-
islation without explanation.” We heard comments 
made about the level of concern that was had about 
some of the decisions made under the Corporation of 
Hamilton’s earlier leadership, and it seems to be that 
that is the basis for this piece of legislation. I think my 
honourable colleague who sits in front of me, the 
Honourable Shadow Attorney General, he once made 
a comment . . . I will paraphrase (I am sure I am not 
going to paraphrase accurately) but he said some-
thing along the line that a particular event that creates 
. . . law created based on a particular event is always 
bad law. I am not sure how accurate I have that, but 
something along that line— 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Hard cases make bad law. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Hard cases make bad law. He 
said it much better than me. 

But if you take one example that was prob-
lematic and it leads to the creation of law that sets a 
precedent . . . that sets a template for everything go-
ing forward. It creates a level of challenges in and of 
itself. 
 And so, Mr. Speaker, there are issues that 
need to be resolved with regard to the Bermuda Gov-
ernment, the Corporation of Hamilton and the two ma-
jor developments that have been contemplated. We 
do not know the outcome of any of the legal proceed-
ings. We do not know what the facts are because 
facts have to be determined by a court. But certainly 
within that context, Mr. Speaker, those issues should 
give pause to Government in terms of this particular 
legislation. 
 So what exactly is it that the Government 
wants to do? Does the Government want to take con-
trol over the development of the Waterfront? Does the 
Government want to take control over what happens 
with respect to Par-la-Ville? Does the Government 
want to ensure that there are no hindrances whatso-

ever in the desires for the American’s Cup team to 
utilise Front Street in October?  

What exactly is the rationale behind all of 
this? We need to have more information; we need to 
have better information because as it stands now, Mr. 
Speaker, this legislation represents a grab for power 
from the Corporation of Hamilton. I am surprised that 
no one in the Corporation has even objected to it be-
cause these are elected members of Government (in 
the small sense of the word “government”) who will be 
completely neutered politically once this Bill is passed. 
They have made no comment whatsoever. And if they 
have no objection to it, then that, in and of itself, cre-
ates a level of challenges that I do not fully . . . I think 
the public should . . . certainly needs to be fully aware 
of. 
 But this legislation creates those challenges. 
We need an explanation. The Government has not 
provided an adequate explanation. And in that light, 
Mr. Speaker, we believe this piece of legislation 
should not be supported. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member that 
would care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise now the Minister of 
Finance, Minister Bob Richards. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have not had many speakers 
from the Opposition so far. I would like to reflect on 
the remarks of the Leader of the Opposition when he 
opened the batting forum. I think he intended to open 
the batting and close the batting at the same time, but 
things have changed since then. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, things . . . as Mr. 
Obama has done, things have evolved. Right? 
 So in any case, the Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition spoke and accused the Government of 
arrogance, and he also used these words (and I wrote 
them down). He said that . . . he accused us of, I 
guess, engaging in practices that gave the potential 
appearance of corruption.  

Well, you know, let us look at those words 
“potential appearance.” I mean, quite frankly, when I 
thought of it I thought, How ridiculous can you get? 
The “potential appearance.” You know, Mr. Speaker, if 
pigs had wings they would have the potential appear-
ance of a Boeing 737. So what we have here is 
merely a continuation, quite frankly, of what . . . I have 
heard the phrase “jejune babblement”—a meaning-
less innuendo signifying absolutely nothing. And we 
have heard a continuous stream of such babble-
ment—such jejune babblement—over and over and 
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over again. And I know that one thing is for sure, Mr. 
Speaker, that my calling it that is not going to stop it 
from happening. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am well aware of that—
J-E-J-U-N-E. You have got computers over there, 
check it out. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Bill gives the Minister of 
Home Affairs more power over municipalities, basi-
cally. The necessity for this move has been outlined 
by the Junior Minister, who brought the Bill, and my 
colleagues. Nobody wanted this to happen, it was not 
part of the plan, but you have to react to reality, to 
things that happen on the ground. You have to react 
to them. 

And, basically, it has been clear that things 
have recently spun out of control at the Corporation of 
Hamilton, in particular. Nobody has any quarrels with 
the Corporation of St. George’s. It is the Corporation 
of Hamilton that has been the problem. The Corpora-
tion of Hamilton has exhibited certain irresponsibility 
with respect to money and contracts in recent years. 
And, of course, Mr. Speaker, the Opposition would 
know about that. They would know quite a bit about 
that because that was kind of like their modus oper-
andi when they were the Government and a lot of— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —irresponsible con-
tracts— 
 
The Speaker: Yes? Honourable Member, please . . . 
yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Impugning integrity] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member clearly 
is impugning the integrity of the Member from this side 
and— 
 
The Speaker: Right, Honourable Member— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —he needs to withdraw that 
comment. 
 
The Speaker: Please, the Minister of Finance, please 
do not impugn the— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, irresponsi-
bility does not impugn the integrity or character of 
anybody; it speaks to a lack of prudence with respect 
to handling money. It has got nothing to do with char-
acter or anything like that. 
 So, no, I am not [imputing] improper motive. 
What I am impugning is irresponsible money man-

agement; the situation that existed when we took over 
this Government, of its being almost $2 billion in debt. 
I do not think there is anybody that would quarrel with 
that. That is what I am impugning. If I am guilty of im-
pugning, that is what I am impugning. 
 So, in addition to that, Mr. Speaker, the former 
ombudsman found maladministration in the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton with a very thorough report that was 
made public and everybody is aware of. The thing 
about this, Mr. Speaker, and I know if the former Min-
ister of Finance . . . and not just the one who just pre-
ceded me, but the ones that preceded her, because I 
think it is the lot of Ministers of Finance that, as you sit 
in the Ministry of Finance, you have a parade of peo-
ple who come into the office looking for money for 
various and sundry things. It is just an infinite number 
of ideas that people have and they all would be won-
derful if the Government would either give them some 
money to do it or back them to do it, or bail them out 
for some mistake that they made before. I know that is 
not unique to me as Minister of Finance, I am sure it 
has just gone on over the decades. 

And the problem with that, Mr. Speaker, is 
that many people view the Government’s Treasury as 
a bottomless well, and when things go wrong they 
come to the Ministry of Finance to say, you know, 
Well, can you help me out? I have kind of messed this 
up, but you know it would be really bad for Bermuda—
really, really bad for Bermuda—if we let this situation 
continue. So it is in your best interest (your being the 
Government) to help put in a few million dollars to 
make this right. And the problem with that, Mr. 
Speaker, and you know, if you are the Minister of Fi-
nance, if you did not know how to say No before, you 
learn after five minutes how to say No.  

The problem that relates to this matter is that 
the irresponsibility and imprudence in behaviour in the 
Corporation of Hamilton in recent years has come 
knocking at my door and by extension has come 
knocking at the Government of Bermuda’s door. It is 
not as though we have an infinite well. As a matter of 
fact, our well is full of IOUs, as everybody knows. And 
you know the argument is made, Well, you know, 
what happens if somebody . . . forecloses on Par-la-
Ville parking lot? Or what would happen if somebody 
forecloses on City Hall? And do you know what my 
answer is, Mr. Speaker? Let them! Because I know 
one thing, they cannot take the parking lot with them 
and they cannot take City Hall with them. 

So we have a situation here where Govern-
ment is being used as some sort of a backstop for 
maladministration and irresponsibility. And I can tell 
you, Mr. Speaker, I am not wearing it as Minister of 
Finance. And what this Bill attempts to do . . . it at-
tempts to link the ultimate source of bailout—which is 
the Government—with the people who are making 
these decisions. You know, it is not right to have 
somebody making decisions and the person who they 
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come to for the bailout had no involvement in their 
decision. 

Greece has found that out today. There is all 
kinds of big talk. You know, [they said] we are going to 
have a referendum and all that sort of stuff and the 
referendum . . . they had the referendum, as one of 
the reporters said, basically this referendum boils 
down to two things—the public is being asked, Do you 
want to be rich and beautiful or do you want to be ugly 
and poor. All right? So 60 per cent of them voted for 
rich and beautiful. But, you know, it is not based in 
reality. Today that same Government has gone to the 
people who they are asking to bail them out—that 
same Government—and they are making a proposal 
that is even more stringent than the one they turned 
down a week ago. That is reality. 

So there has got to— 
 
An Hon. Member: You sure about that? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, I am sure about that. 
 So you have got to have . . . if somebody is 
going to come . . . if the Corporation of Hamilton has 
got to come to the Government of Bermuda and say, 
Look, we screwed up and we want help or else some 
foreign corporation is going to put City Hall on a really 
big barge and haul it out of here . . . so we have to be 
involved and have the ability to be involved with deci-
sions that could ultimately end up at the doorstep of 
the taxpayer of Bermuda. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I can hear all this talk 
about democracy and all that sort . . . That is fine. And 
the fact is that I was one of the persons who argued 
for the retention of the whole voting system for the 
Corporation of Hamilton. And I am thinking I might 
have been wrong, at least in terms of finance, I might 
have been wrong. Because I can tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, if this Government was involved in that deal 
in the first place, it would have never happened. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: What deal was this? 
 
An Hon. Member: Was it the Waterfront? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No, the one for the $18 
million. It would have never happened. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I am sorry, the Honourable Mem-
ber is— 
 
An Hon. Member: It was guaranteed. 
 

The Speaker: All right, just a minute. We have a 
Member with a point of order. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member, 
just a minute. 
 Okay, now you can go. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House, Mr. Speaker. 
 It is his Government that authorised the $18 
million . . . the guarantee, allowed the guarantee to 
take place. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Minister? 
 
An Hon. Member: You were involved. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, we were not 
involved. We did not tell those people to go ahead 
with this deal. All right? We did not tell those people to 
go ahead with this deal. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Not at all. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Not at all. It did not re-
quire our permission to do it. We just gave them the 
ability to do it. 
 
[General uproar] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: But they were the ones 
who did it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: They are the ones that 
did it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Order, Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It would have never hap-
pened. 
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[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So now when people 
come into our doorstep and say, Well, you know, all 
this is going bad . . . you know, Mr. Speaker, what we 
have to have as a Government is the ability to be in-
volved with these things at the front end—at the front 
end—instead of having to pick up the pieces on the 
back end. All right? 
 The Honourable Members who sit over on the 
other side say we were involved. We were not in-
volved. We did not force these people to do anything 
with Mr. MacLean with Mexico Infrastructure fund. We 
did not force anybody to do that. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We did not require them 
to do that. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency—just a minute, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I cannot allow the Member to 
mislead the House and the public. The deal would 
never have taken place had the guarantee not been 
provided by this Government. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, let me put 
the record straight. 
 The Government has not guaranteed this. The 
Honourable Member does not know what he is talking 
about. The Bermuda Government has not guaranteed 
that deal. All right? The Corporation of Hamilton guar-
anteed that deal. That is why they are up the creek, 
not the Bermuda Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Not the Bermuda Gov-
ernment. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So the decision was 
theirs, it was not ours. Let me make that perfectly 
clear. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I do not think the Hon-
ourable Member understands the difference. I will ex-
plain it to him if he asks me. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Just a minute, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Member is misleading the 
House. 
 
The Speaker: —constituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: He knows. The Honourable 
Member knows very well that, yes, the Corporation of 
Hamilton provided the guarantee. But up until this 
Government provided the legislative authority to do 
so, the Corporation of Hamilton was not legally permit-
ted to provide a guarantee. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, when a per-
son goes 18 they are allowed to drive a car, but no-
body can force them to drive a car but themselves. 
You have to go down and get the licence yourself. So 
just because you are allowed to do something it does 
not mean that you do it. So that argument is totally 
fatuous and without any— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes? Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Honourable Member is 
misleading the House again, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member to get 
up and make that statement . . . I cannot— 
 
The Speaker: How is he misleading? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He is misleading the 
House and the people of Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, he says when you go 18 . . . you 
know, one can drive a car. If they—the OBA Govern-
ment—did not give them permission to give a guaran-
tee, they would not have been able to give it. And why 
did they give them that permission to guarantee it? 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. Thank you. Thank 
you— 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: What? They just woke 
up— 
 
The Speaker: —thanks, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —in the morning and said 
Well, let’s guarantee . . . let’s give them the— 
 
The Speaker: Thanks, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —the ability to guarantee? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. I 
heard you, Honourable Member. 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I just want to remind peo-
ple that when I became Minister of Finance there was 
a deal on the table for the Government of Bermuda to 
guarantee part of this project. The former Minister— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —the Government of 
Bermuda— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: What is your point of or-
der? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: What is your point of or-
der? 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, what is your point 
of order? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, he is mislead-
ing the House and people— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. I cannot . . . you know 
one person has to speak. The Honourable Member is 
making a point of order. If everybody talks, I cannot 
hear . . . nobody can hear. 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 He is misleading the House. The Honourable 
Member . . . the statement he just made is false. That 
was not true. 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, that Hon-
ourable Member was never Minister of Finance. I 
know what I found as Minister of Finance in the files. 
All right? And the gentleman who was requiring or 
requesting that guarantee made the same request of 
us. So what he is saying, again, is fatuous. All right? 
 Now— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, that is right. That is my 
point and I— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, there is only 
going to be one person speaking at a time. And an 
Honourable Member has a point of order— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: —he will stand and make a point of 
order. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, I think that— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sorry, sorry. Sorry. 
 
The Speaker: All right? So let us conduct ourselves in 
that way. 
 The Chair will recognise the Member from 
constituency 6. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I think . . . I heard one of colleagues say ex-
actly . . . there was a request, but the approval was 
never given. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 



2686 10 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I do not recall saying that 
the approval was given by the former Government. I 
said it was on the table. That is what I said— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is what I said! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You know, I do not en-
gage in jejune babblement. I say things with thought. 
All right? And I said it was on the table. The former 
Government did not give that guarantee and neither 
did I, and neither did this Government. So when they 
say that we approved it, it is wrong. That is not true. 
All right? 

Now, let me say this, that insofar as the City 
of Hamilton is concerned, we need to sort of step back 
and sort of go to first principles here. That the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton—the City of Hamilton—is just not a 
town in Bermuda. All right? It is not Flatts Village. It is 
not Somerset Village. It is Hamilton. It is the Capital of 
Bermuda. It is the business centre. It is the nerve cen-
tre of the entire community of Bermuda, and it is [the 
centre of gravity for business]. 

When people come from overseas to do busi-
ness in Bermuda—except for the hotel industry—
almost inevitably they end up doing business in Hamil-
ton. And why is that? Why is it a fact that . . . Why do 
people come here to do business? I am talking about 
international business people. Why do they come 
here? They come here because of the tax? No. They 
could go to the Cayman [Islands], BVI [British Virgin 
Islands], all kinds of other places for no tax. People 
come to Bermuda with business because Bermuda is 
viewed as a reliable, modern, professional and well-
regulated jurisdiction. That is why they come to Ber-
muda instead of those other places. Okay? 

Now, with the conduct of the Corporation of 
Hamilton, as we all know it in recent years, that con-
duct in the capital and nerve centre of the business 
world in Bermuda, that conduct threatens that brand 
that we have put out there in the world that gives us 
our standard of living. It threatens the economy of 
Bermuda, not because it is just a town or corporation, 
because it is Hamilton, it is special. Hamilton is a spe-
cial place for us. We cannot . . . it is irreplaceable, 
quite frankly, and therefore any type of behaviour that 
is contrary to the reasons why people find us to be a 
reliable, professional place in which they can do busi-
ness—anything that threatens that—is a threat to the 
entire economy of Bermuda. And that is why . . . when 
an $18 million loan goes missing, it is not just the 
Corporation of Hamilton’s business—it is all of Ber-
muda’s business. And we would be totally irresponsi-
ble, Mr. Speaker, if we did not take measures to en-

sure that the Corporation of Hamilton does not 
threaten the entire economy of Bermuda. 

We would be very irresponsible if we did not 
do that, and that is what this Bill is about. That is what 
this Bill is about. It is for the protection of Bermuda’s 
international reputation. And quite frankly, Mr. 
Speaker, that reputation is Bermuda’s most precious 
asset. It is our most precious asset, and it is being put 
at risk and we—the Government, and I would think all 
Members—would be very keen to protect that reputa-
tion because every bread and every butter comes 
from that,  our reputation. Economic policy and devel-
opment of this Island is the responsibility of the central 
Government, so we have an overarching responsibility 
over the Corporation, over any matter that affects the 
livelihoods of Bermudians. And we have to take 
measures to ensure that those things are not put at 
risk. 

That is what this is about, Mr. Speaker. It is 
not about all the other spurious things that have been 
said, although the Honourable Member who took his 
seat just before me, made a cogent argument—and 
the spurious is not referring to you. All right? But 
things that I heard from the Opposition Leader were 
totally spurious. All right? And so, whether we like it or 
not, the health and the running and the organisation of 
the Corporation of Hamilton is the business of every 
man, woman, and child in this country. You cannot 
separate the two, we are inseparable from the Corpo-
ration of Hamilton. We are inseparable from the City 
of Hamilton. You know? Because it is the centre of our 
economy, and that is why we have had to take the 
steps that we have had to take here to get better con-
trol of something before it spins any further out of con-
trol. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister for Community, Culture and Sport, Minister 
Patricia Gordon-Pamplin. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think it is essential that I stand 
and speak on this Municipalities Amendment Act that 
we have before us here today. 
 Because, Mr. Speaker, when I heard the Op-
position Leader stand and indicate that the Opposition 
would not participate in this debate, I thought, How 
unfortunate, because what we find that we can do in 
this Honourable House, Mr. Speaker, is to examine 
policies and to have the yin and the yang, the to and 
fro, as to whether it is appropriate to implement some-
thing that the Government has chosen to do. 
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 But what Members opposite have elected to 
do instead, Mr. Speaker, is to highlight the fact that 
there are allegations that are unsavoury to which none 
of us in this Honourable House would subscribe or 
support, and to say that is the reason I am not going 
to participate. And what that has done is really a dis-
service to the constituents represented by those Hon-
ourable Members because I believe that their con-
stituents would want to know how they feel about the 
legislation. Because I think there comes a time, Mr. 
Speaker, when we have to understand that our re-
sponsibility in this Honourable House is to ignore per-
sonalities and deal with issues. And that is something 
that seems to have been missed by Members oppo-
site. You cannot focus on personalities if you are look-
ing at good governance overall. 

Because what this is doing, Mr. Speaker, is 
effectively allowing an intervention as and if an inter-
vention is deemed to be appropriate. If anybody could 
have listened to or read the contents of the ombuds-
man’s statement with respect to maladministration in 
the Corporation of Hamilton, one would certainly have 
had to consider how can we fix this, how can we make 
this better. And what is very interesting, Mr. Speaker, 
is new knowledge or new information that has just 
come to my attention today that in the previous ad-
ministration there were negotiations concerning the 
hotel at Par-la-Ville that the previous previous Corpo-
ration of Hamilton were deliberating on and Members 
of the then-Government—the PLP Government—went 
into that committee room and effectively gave specific 
instructions that their committee must drop the writ 
that was requiring specific performance in terms of the 
conditions of upholding the . . . what was to happen 
with that City Hall car park. So it effectively says that it 
is okay for them to go in because they saw that some-
thing was not right according to what they wanted to 
see happening in the Corporation of Hamilton and, 
hence, there was that intervention. 

So what has happened in this instance, Mr. 
Speaker, is that there were things happening as sup-
ported by the ombudsman—the other situation I do 
not know whether the ombudsman supported it or not, 
or whether there was any independent reference to 
what was happening there—but what I can say is that 
this administration has seen things, based on the rec-
ommendations and the findings of the ombudsman 
with respect to maladministration of the Corporation of 
Hamilton which says something needs to happen. We 
need to fix this because it is not right.  

And the Honourable Member who just took his 
seat, my honourable colleague the Finance Minister, 
indicated the extent to which failure to have effective 
administrative oversight can damage the economy. As 
we have heard, the Corporation of Hamilton is the 
nerve centre of our economy; it is the place to which 
most companies gravitate. Very few corporations that 
are established establish outside the City of Hamilton. 

There are tremendous assets that are owned by the 
Corporation of Hamilton in their name. 

Let me declare my interest, inasmuch as I am 
a city girl. Anybody who knows me knows that I am a 
city girl. So I have not just been on the periphery look-
ing in to see what the Corporation has done or what 
they are doing or what they ought to do in terms of 
how their affairs are administered. Because I can tell 
you as a child, Mr. Speaker, and I have given this 
story in this Honourable House before and I will do it 
every time we speak to the issues of a corporation, 
but as a child growing up my mother has had to make 
that very difficult choice—the Hobson’s choice as the 
Honourable Member would put it—between do I pay 
my corporation tax, my parish tax and my land tax; or 
do I feed my children?  

The Corporation tax was such that in the ab-
sence or default of settlement of Corporation taxes, 
Mr. Speaker, there was a lien that could have been 
placed on a property. And as a result, when that deci-
sion was being made, my mother had to make the 
decision, Yes, I’ll pay my Corporation tax because I 
cannot afford for them to foreclose on our home, in 
which case my children and I will be out in the cold. 
So this is very up-close and very personal to me in 
terms of the effective running of the Corporation. 

So I know that, Mr. Speaker, as well as every 
single Member in this Honourable House, certainly I, 
having had first-hand experience and an up-close look 
at what the Corporation does and what it has done 
with the monies that families have had to sacrifice in 
order to make sure that their bills were paid to the 
Corporation and to see the properties that have been 
purchased as a result, nobody wants to sit back and 
say that there is maladministration, that the finances 
of the Corporation are haemorrhaging, and that we 
are going to do nothing about it. 

Now, what this Bill enables is for an oversight 
and an intervention to be made in the event that there 
is inappropriate behaviour. Absolutely no different 
than the previous administration going in and saying 
to the former formal corporation, You will drop that 
writ, respecting the Par-la-Ville building of that hotel. 

So had they regularised that position at that 
point in time because it was deemed to be good gov-
ernance, we would not be in this position of having to 
do it today. So this is no different, Mr. Speaker, than 
an attempt and a desire by this Government on behalf 
of all of the people of Bermuda to ensure that there is 
good governance. And good governance expands 
across the horizon, both within the Government indi-
vidually, the Corporation, and the Government (big G), 
globally, as far as Bermuda is concerned, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, it was interesting to note that ar-
eas in Hamilton are an integral part of the success of 
the upcoming America’s Cup. And we have heard 
Members opposite criticise the Government for finding 
money to be able to host the America’s Cup, criticising 
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this Government for attempting to infuse into our 
community and our economy monies that would help 
to sustain the very programmes that they criticised us 
for dropping because of the fact that there was no 
money in order to keep some of these programmes 
going?  

So, Mr. Speaker, we bring into being some-
thing which is going to ameliorate that situation and 
we get criticised for it. But we do not,  we cannot af-
ford for the whimsical actions of anybody—I do not 
care who the members of the Corporation are. And 
this is the key. I think that when we are able to look 
beyond the personalities and look at the principles, I 
do not care who sits in those seats, if the decisions 
that are being made by the occupiers of those seats 
are proven to be detrimental to the economy of this 
country, somebody has to step in. There must be 
some degree of sensibility that says, Whoa! Let’s 
bring this thing on a balanced equilibrium to make 
sure that we don’t have things running amok within 
the Corporation. And that is what this Act is trying to 
do. 

Now, we have seen this application more to-
wards the Corporation of Hamilton than towards the 
Corporation of St. George’s. And one might question 
why. Well, if you see something that is being well run 
and well administered, then there really is no neces-
sity to intervene. However, the regulations will be in 
place that should things come off the rails in that par-
ticular corporation, the system is set up with its own 
checks and balances. And that is what we ought to be 
aiming to do in this Honourable House, Mr. Speaker, 
is not to decide that, This guy said this and this guy 
didn’t account for this money and, therefore, I don’t 
like him and I’m going to make sure that we put 
checks and balances in place to checkmate this par-
ticular individual because I don’t like the person. That 
is just juvenile in our thinking, because in this Honour-
able House we have to raise the bar, and we seem to 
be failing to do that when we continuously start to 
point fingers. 

Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that as a person 
who has worked very hard from day one as early as I 
was able to work, in delivering newspapers from the 
age of seven or eight for my £1-7s-6p a week, getting 
up in the mornings to go and deliver newspapers, I 
have chosen to ensure that my whole attitude and 
approach is one of integrity. And I think that none of 
us wants to surround ourselves with people or atti-
tudes that would . . . undermine that commitment to 
integrity. And what I can say, Mr. Speaker, is that if 
anybody should have any evidence in any way, shape 
or form that would say that something untoward has 
happened, present the evidence to the appropriate 
authorities, allow it to go through its natural process, 
and ensure that whatever consequences need to be 
meted out are done.  

So when we talk about, you know, allegations 
of impropriety and the like, the system is designed in 

order to fix those sorts of things. Because I know for a 
fact that if I am going to have—I should not even say 
for a fact—I would surmise that if one is deciding that 
it is appropriate to take some tape into some meeting, 
that maybe there is an ulterior motive, and if such is 
the case,  if such is the case, what is the opposite side 
of that argument? So I say all that . . . I say all that to 
ask the question, Are we willing, able or capable of 
extricating personalities from our decision-making and 
look to the higher principle of what it is that we are 
attempting to achieve?  

And when I say that, Mr. Speaker, nobody 
wants to see funding out there haemorrhaging in any 
way, shape or form. And it is for that reason that the 
previous administration stepped in and gave directives 
to the previous previous corporation administration to 
tell them how they wanted things done. No different 
than they saw it as a necessity to protect what was 
going on at that point in time; we see the necessity to 
protect what is going on now. But none of us wants to 
be associated with anything that is untoward, and I 
can say that without their contradiction. Because, Mr. 
Speaker— 

 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, give 
me evidence that something is wrong and you can be 
assured, without and beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
that I would absolutely not be in a position of support-
ing something. See, I do not do party for party’s sake. 
I do not do a lot of what we see coming at us. We look 
at what is right, what is decent, and what is proper—
what is right, decent and proper.  

You know, when people borrow money and 
say, This is a loan and I’m going to pay you back. And 
then they elect not to do so and say, No, it’s not a 
loan; it’s a gift. Then, you know, you have differences 
of opinions on various things. You might have evi-
dence to show to the contrary, but you make sure that 
if you are going to stand and throw stones, that you 
yourself have, you know, taken the mote out of your 
own eye before you start to examine what your 
brother has in his. I believe that is biblical, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, when we hear of how we 
choose to ensure that good neutral legislation is cre-
ated, not just for the One Bermuda Alliance admini-
stration, but for any ensuing administration, when the 
systems are set in place that you do not have to start 
examining who the individuals are, but rather what are 
the issues with which that we are dealing, then it is 
under those circumstances that we are comforted and 
can rest assured, Mr. Speaker, that we are passing 
and making or recommending good legislation. 
 Mr. Speaker, if that is not our raison d’être 
here, I do not know what is. I really do not know what 
is. 
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 But, Mr. Speaker, let me just end my com-
ments, because I think that it is very important to high-
light when . . . when fears are . . . well, let us just say . 
. . there is an expression that says, Where there is 
smoke there may be fire. And when fears are estab-
lished as a result of the smoke signals, if we fail to act, 
then we have abdicated our responsibility not to the 
party, not to this Parliament, but to the people of Ber-
muda. And I believe, Mr. Speaker, that is the purpose 
for which we come to this Honourable House week 
after week. We accept the rancour, we accept the dif-
ferences of opinion, we accept the debate or lack 
thereof (if Members opposite choose not to partici-
pate), but by the same token what we will not accept 
is shoddy attitudes that are going to be detrimental— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —to the effective 
running of the community. The Honourable Member 
opposite (I am not certain which one) says, Lie, cor-
ruption and bribery. And trust me, I understand that 
because I certainly do not want to participate or be 
involved with somebody who is responsible for corrup-
tion or bribery. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, let 
me say . . . let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, give me evi-
dence . . . give me evidence that is proven, sustain-
able, that can stand the test of scrutiny within the 
court system, and you can be assured that anybody 
who might be guilty of any such thing will absolutely 
not be a part of this organisation.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That, I can— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —that . . . that, 
Mr. Speaker, I can assure you . . . of that I can assure 
you, Mr. Speaker. Because I think that what we have 
to do and what we do not choose to do is to get away 
from this pointing fingers and this puerile attitude that 
we have one towards the other, which effectively al-
lows us to be blinded to the larger picture of account-
ability to our people. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 13, MP Glenn Blakeney. 
 You have the floor. 
 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much and 
good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: You know, I for the life of me 
cannot believe what came out of the lips of the last 
speaker, the Honourable Member. 
 You know, getting on the high horse and 
wielding a double-edged sword sometimes . . . you 
know, the horse might stumble and you fall on your 
own sword. And it seems as if the OBA Government 
have fallen on their own swords, and I pluralise that. 
 For the Member to say it is not about person-
alities—it is all about personalities. That is what we 
are dealing with—personalities making untoward de-
cisions that now have all kinds of court proceedings, 
that now have the OBA Government at sixes and sev-
ens trying to figure out how best we distract from the 
real issues that, not the PLP is so much concerned 
about, but that the country is concerned about. This is 
some serious stuff.  
 And when the Honourable Opposition Leader 
got up and said, you know, We won’t participate, it 
was on the principle that going forward, in trying to fix 
something where the key players are the ones culpa-
ble for being involved in all of the misgivings and alle-
gations, that have now come to the forefront.  
 The Honourable Member talked about “right, 
decent, proper . . . not for party’s sake.” I did not hear 
one thing about the former Corporation of Hamilton 
administration that had the audacity to take a collec-
tive body of assets belonging to the Corporation of 
Hamilton proper and putting it into a private trust in the 
names of who? Individuals. And now you are going to 
try to neutralise the significance of individuals, when it 
is these individuals that have gotten you—the Gov-
ernment—into disrepute with your own people in your 
country that you have been elected to serve, [by] do-
ing what would be in their best interests. 

No one in this country on either side of the po-
litical divide expected, anticipated or wished for the 
One Bermuda Alliance to be embroiled in the kind of 
nefarious controversies that are alleged to have gone 
on in the last 2.5-plus years, where there has been 
more damage control in this Government than any 
other Government that preceded them, which has, in 
fact, impeded the progress they continue to talk about. 
Because the kinds of things, based on the decisions 
and policies that have been implemented, have all 
been controversial—the big ticket items, for the most 
part. 

Mr. Speaker, it is baffling, the allegations of 
corruption that involves the involvement of individuals 
dealing on behalf of the Government with the Corpo-
ration, with international investors, et cetera, et cetera, 
et cetera.  

Where we, as a result of the first domino to 
fall, had a Premier for the very first time in this country 
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resign in disgrace, but now sits around the table of 
diplomatic protocol as a member of the collective body 
that makes decisions. One cannot be separated from 
the other. If just one of those names that have been 
called are involved in the alleged allegations, that is 
rooted in any degree of truth and are found to be cul-
pable, the entire Government is guilty because of col-
lective responsibility. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: You cannot escape it. And 
the reason why that word is loved . . . do you know 
why? It is because the people in this country under-
stand that when they vote for a Government and then 
there is a selected Cabinet, they are one for all, all for 
one, making decisions in the collective interest of this 
country. There can be no separation!  

Ignorance is no defence. Because one Mem-
ber said that they knew nothing about it, you cannot 
disassociate yourself. If 11 members of a 12-member 
Cabinet said, We didn’t know this guy was going to do 
that—and did it in the name of this Government—hey, 
tough! So when you make the decision as the Leader 
of the country, you would want to trust that your deci-
sion is based on an assessment and evaluation of 
those individuals that surround you and you surround 
yourself with to be as upright as possible. 

But when one who is a former leader of the 
country is then found to be culpable by the member-
ship of the body politic and forced to do the right thing, 
but then has found favour by a successor to co-join 
with the same group of decision-makers at the highest 
level, what does that speak to? Integrity? The best 
interests of the country? when you have business 
people over there on the Backbench, young, entre-
preneurial spirited people that do things in the com-
munity . . . that could be given an opportunity to prove 
their worth, not just to the party, to the country, but 
possibly to their constituency if given the chance, and 
they shine? 

No, you go with someone that has surrounded 
themselves in controversy and brought your whole 
Government into controversy and brought the country 
into disrepute, as if you have no other choices, no 
other options, no other alternatives. Why? What does 
somebody, some individual, have on other individuals 
or another individual? An enquiring mind . . . and en-
quiring minds want to know because it is curious. 

With the kind of talent that they have to their 
avail, that they would go to the well and pull out 
someone that is bringing controversy based on their 
actions, Members that misrepresented in the House. 
When a former Premier got up and misrepresented in 
the House, the other three Members that co-joined 
him in the excursion on the private jet, never got up 
and said, I think you have a lack of memory or . . . you 
know, because I don’t think it went down like that. 
 

Some Hon. Members: No! 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Not one said anything! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: So when we get back to this 
Bill, it goes to the heart of the trust deficit that we 
coined in this very Honourable Chamber because that 
is what we are hearing from people. I can’t trust the 
Government that I put in place to make the changes 
they promised. Why? Because there is not one fun-
damental promise that they made that they have de-
livered. In fact, they have spun on their heads and 
gone the opposite . . . the exact opposite way. 
 So, now they want us to believe that they 
have got the best interests of the country at heart in 
trying to develop some kind of magic through a legis-
lative process and a Bill that exemplifies good gov-
ernance, when their behaviour and actions are totally 
contrary? And a track record over two-plus years of 
the same type of controversies, spinning over and 
around, again and again and again? And I am going 
to tell you, we may be on opposite sides of the politi-
cal divide, but there are Members on that side I do 
respect, and I know they have a conscience, and I 
know some of them stand on principle.  

So, I can only imagine the volatility that goes 
on inside of the four walls of their caucus. And I bet 
you there is just one thing that they are asking for—
truth. Just tell us the truth, because we do not know 
who to believe. That is what the country is saying. 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Who do we believe? What 
do we believe? Because when these kinds of contro-
versies are brought into the public realm, there is no 
explanation, only denial. 
 
An Hon. Member: And silence. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, conspicuous by their 
silence. I mean, the silence is deafening, deafening. 

Now we go to the America’s Cup. We talk 
about direct foreign investment. Who in their right 
mind who has hoarded their money . . . because they 
do not like the volatility of Wall Street, but they are 
looking for a relatively sure bet where they can invest 
their money and get a good return in five, six, seven, 
eight, ten years. Oh, Bermuda, the land of paradise, 
yes, another world, nice people. But then they look, 
they do their due diligence, they start asking ques-
tions.  

They may not say anything across the table of 
diplomatic protocol, but in their minds they are won-
dering, What do I do? I like Mr. Crockwell. I want to 
help, but what do I do? And if I do put my bet on him, 
what about the people he’s got around him—a former 
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Premier that allegedly did these kinds of things that 
doesn’t seem befitting of people making decisions in 
the interests of the country, or befitting of the office of 
the highest politician in the country? Does he know? 
Should I ask him? Should I tell him that I have a level 
of un-readiness or should I just leave well enough 
alone and just let it be a protracted exercise until they 
even get frustrated and start looking somewhere else? 
Because he is such a nice guy, I really don’t want to 
tell him no. I know those people in Bermuda are good 
people. They’re good people, but I’m not going to put 
my money where there is uncertainty. 

So the America’s Cup, you know, they are 
like, We’re coming here. We’re billionaires. We’re get-
ting all the support—$70 million. People are getting 
excited. But wow! Wow! Jeez! Is this dust going to 
settle? Is there going to be civil disobedience? Where, 
you know, at Somerset Bridge there are about 10 
people that just stand with their arms linked and say, 
No! No! It’s got to stop. Enough is enough. Will there 
be a work stoppage? Will there be disruption at the 
airport? I mean, I . . . I . . . we want to know. We want 
to know. 

And, of course, the one common denominator 
that is the thread to all of the controversy and all of the 
allegations is one in another place, so at least you 
guys are exonerated from the name F-A-H-Y. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: A Member who is appointed 
to your team who is not elected that has [his] finger-
prints over everything, over everything.  

Explain that.  
Someone that gets up and says, Well, you 

know, tell me what is really a Bermudian? You insult-
ing so-and-so!  

Come to my face and ask me. I will tell you. I 
might even show you how I really feel, because that is 
the epitome of insulting [to] a huge number of people 
in this country—black, white and other. And you, by a 
befriended policy of the Bermuda Government, enjoy 
a privilege to be a citizen, and you sit to make a 
choice of who become citizens, using a loophole. And 
your parents, from what I understand (and I stand to 
be corrected) do not even have citizenship, but you 
could be the one that sits in place to sign off, without 
recusing yourself, for them to be status Bermudians, 
and possibly he joined them up here in the House of 
Assembly as elected Members. Could be the whole 
family, who knows? Because I am sure the people in 
Devonshire will welcome Mr. Fahy to engage a pri-
mary against Mr. Cannonier, and I think it would be a 
landslide victory for Mr. Fahy. 
 
An Hon. Member: Sure. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And then Mr. Cannonier 
could not be angry and say that the OBA did anything 

to him because, you know, we have primaries and if 
someone wants to run against you, then, hey, it is up 
to the people in the constituency by majority consen-
sus to choose who represents them.  

I would be very concerned if I had any ambi-
tion to continue politically in that constituency. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yeah. Watch your back, be-
cause when your leader says he’s got it, I think you 
held him to account because he was not gone for very 
long. He was back real quick. So there was some quid 
pro quo. Like, Shake my hand. Let’s do this deal, 
brother. Because if you want me to remain loyal, well, 
let me tell you, you owe, as well as the Government.  

You talk about IOUs. I heard the Honourable 
Finance Minister, Mr. Richards, talk about IOUs. Well, 
I know that OBA Premier has got a lot of IOUs with 
such a slim majority in this place. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Oh, yeah! So he can fly out 
around the world as much as he wants because, 
guess what, through electronic media they know he is 
coming before he is coming and they know everything 
that he is dealing with in his territory. So go out there 
and smile if you want and shake hands and be the 
good ambassador like you are—no big deal. But let 
me tell you something, those people out there are not 
only intellectually inclined, they are astute and they 
can see a real McCoy! They can see it. 
 So there needs to be an atonement and the 
people that may be culpable, they need to remove 
themselves and do themselves and the country hon-
our, if the allegations are in any way—in any way—
true.  

Here is a gentleman,  . . . a developer. Two 
years after the Progressive Labour Party became 
Government he started his business and he thrived. 
Two years after the OBA become Government he is 
bankrupt. Is he better off now than then? Ask him and 
his family. And they dragged through the mud, a fel-
low young black Bermudian of integrity who has built 
some of the biggest and some of the most (I would 
say) just some incredible buildings, from private 
homes in Fairylands, to homes and buildings all 
around the country. And a gentleman who has had the 
respect of people like the Carlton Group, I mean, 
these are renowned people that the Finance Minister 
in conversations on conference calls denigrated and 
said, You’re going bottom feeding. They did not even 
know what the term meant. And when they found out, 
oh my goodness, how highly insulted they were.  

These people not only have their professional 
circles, they have their social circles. So do you think 
they are not talking over caviar and champagne?  
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: And this is the kind of thing 
that the average Bermudian is seeing and feeling. It is 
resonating because we are not naïve people in this 
country. We would not be the First World (for lack of a 
better term) country that supposedly we are seen to 
be based on our per capita, based on our infrastruc-
ture, based on the political stability, which is now at 
threat. It is a threat. People are at sixes and sevens 
trying to figure out what they should do. 

There are groups of women numbering eight 
or ten—black, white and other—that are lobbying 
Members in this Honourable Chamber to consult them 
as to what they should do to express in a physically 
manifested way their dissatisfaction through some-
thing that would be considered reasonable civil dis-
obedience, because it seems, from the manifestation 
and the behaviour of the Government, that the Gov-
ernment is not listening to the people that they are 
supposed to serve.  

So when we on this side of the House get up 
and express our concerns and then we are attacked 
publicly, we are called all kinds of things, we . . . they 
say we are just trying to make political points this way 
and the other. That tells me you are not listening to 
people in the street. You are not, because you would 
have to be hearing the same thing. And now with this 
manifestation where the Member from the other 
place—Fahy—is involved again, people are saying 
. . . do you know what they are saying, Mr. Speaker? 
About four words—He’s got to go! 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29. 

And can I ask Members to please try and . . . 
try and stay to the Bill. We have given a lot of leeway, 
so . . . you know, let us try and stick to what the Bill is 
about. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am happy to weigh in on this 
debate this afternoon. And I have to start off, Mr. 
Speaker, where the Honourable Member, Pat Gordon-
Pamplin, left off. And she talked about this Bill is about 
good governance. It is about good governance. And 
she also said it is the big “G”—Government—Mr. 
Speaker. She also said, We can’t afford to be whimsi-
cal. We can’t afford the whimsical action by the occu-
piers of those seats in the Corporation. Someone has 
to jump in and someone has to stop things from run-
ning amok. Wow, Mr. Speaker! And she said she does 
not care who they are. Really, Mr. Speaker? 
 Well, we had news reaching the airwaves this 
week, Mr. Speaker, about that very corporation and 

things running amok. Someone has to jump in and 
stop things running amok, Mr. Speaker. Well, is that 
Honourable Minister going to jump in to her Cabinet, 
like yesterday, and stop things running amok, Mr. 
Speaker? Is anyone else in the OBA Government go-
ing to cry foul? Are they worried about things running 
amok, Mr. Speaker? 
 And the Honourable Minister went on to say, If 
there is any evidence, they should present it. You 
cannot get it any more presentable than what was laid 
before the Bermuda public this week—you cannot get 
it anymore presentable than that. 
 Mr. Speaker, when you have Minister Fahy 
(who sits in another place), you have Minister Can-
nonier, you have our Government Ministers—not just 
general Joe Blow off the street, but our Ministers, Mr. 
Speaker—being portrayed in this manner. And Mr. 
Speaker, the Members opposite talk about “alleged.” 
Mr. Speaker, you will know that I have heard that word 
so many times in the past 14 years it is not funny, but 
all of a sudden it is being emphasised from that side 
of the House. 
 Mr. Speaker, we also heard the Honourable 
Minister talk about, If anyone had any evidence, they 
should present it. Mr. Speaker, that particular Minister 
had some hurricane damage to her house not long 
ago. And if I remember correctly there was some evi-
dence. And the Honourable Minister also said, If 
you’re going to stand there and throw stones . . . 
speaking of stones, what about Black Watch Pass? 
We had some stones down at Black Watch Pass too. 
They were not thrown. They were put in a truck and 
taken away.  

Well, there you go. There is some evidence.  
But where was the Honourable Minister then? 

Maybe she was off-Island. But you know, if you are 
looking for evidence, there you have it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is what I said, stone 
at Black Watch Pass. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.  

Well, the same Minister, Pat Gordon-Pamplin, 
in December 14, 2010, Mr. Speaker, was quoted by 
Bernews . . . you might remember a wall down by 
John Smith’s Bay. Dr. Ewart Brown, Brown-Darrell’s 
wall went down in the storm, and you might recall that 
some Works and Engineering fellows . . . actually, this 
was brought . . . the Honourable Doctor just walked in. 
Dr. Gibbons was the one who brought it to light. And 
his Shadow Minister— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: And rightly so. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And rightly so, Dr. Gibbons 
says, rightly so. Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 

And he says, yes, it was brought to light. Well, 
I did not hear Dr. Gibbons talk about . . . he did not 
have any problem with canvas and plywood and vac-
uum cleaners going up to his— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, let us . . . let us 
get on to the Municipalities Act. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, listen, it dovetails right into 
this Municipalities Amendment. Yes, because they 
talked about good governance and transparency and 
accountability, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So you see this is all part 
and parcel. And, Mr. Speaker, had you not had Minis-
ters—Ministers—involved with this municipality and 
some of the accusations that have been put out in 
public— 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Okay, guys. Okay, guys. I want 
to hear the Honourable Member from constituency 29. 
Yes. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate that. 
 Mr. Speaker, they also talked about Govern-
ment’s insensitivities and how the small contractors 
are being hurt, when they were building the wall down 
at Brown-Darrell. Well, Mr. Speaker, and the former 
Shadow Minister of Works blamed former Premier 
Paula Cox. Well, are we to blame, now, Premier Mi-
chael Dunkley? I did not hear him saying anything 
about some of the activities that took place up at his 
Minister’s house. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, let us move on a little bit. 
The Minister of Finance talked earlier about conduct in 
the capital, and he talked about the determination of 
the standard of living in Bermuda. And he said any 
type of behaviour that threatens the standard of life in 
Bermuda is bad for Bermuda. Well, Mr. Speaker, that 
is why we are here today and that is why we object to 
this Bill because it is exactly what has happened with 
regard to the Waterfront, Par-la-Ville and City Hall. 
That is why we are here—because of that bad behav-
iour. 
 The Honourable Member Richards also said 
that every Member should want to protect our reputa-
tion. Bob Richards said we should protect our reputa-
tion. Mr. Speaker, this is the same Minister that is be-
hind the airport. And all we have had since the an-
nouncement of that airport, Mr. Speaker, is contro-
versy, non-transparency, non-accountability—that is 
what we have had from the Finance Minister. And this 

is what [is] at the root of this amendment. It is at the 
root of it . . . it is at the root of it, and that is what we 
are talking about—the accountability, transparency. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Dr. Gib-
bons from [constituency] 22 said, What’s this got to do 
with it? It is about good governance.  

That is what his side preached about earlier, 
Mr. Speaker. It is about good governance and the big 
“G.”  

And the Honourable Member says that is why 
we are bringing it. Well, I hope . . . it is going to be 
interesting to see what he has to say in the coming 
days and weeks, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
says, Why are we here? And I keep going back to 
their words—good governance. We need good gov-
ernance at the city. What about good governance at 
the Cabinet table? The same people, Mr. Speaker, 
that in this Bill . . . that they are talking about giving 
responsibility to. Still giving . . . they are giving re-
sponsibility to that Minister that is at the heart of these 
allegations. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Impugning integrity] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is impugning integrity. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, I am not. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: He is, absolutely. He 
has been skating very close to the wind here. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 Honourable Member, just— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I know, Mr. Speaker, when 
you get close to home, and start hitting that nerve— 
 
The Speaker: —stay, stay . . . stay focused. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: When you start hitting that 
nerve, Mr. Speaker, I understand. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, when you talk about good 
governance, you know, I talked about the airport. Mr. 
Speaker, we had “Wallgate,” we had “Jetgate,” which 
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are all tied into these same people. We had a Chair-
man of their party who resigned, Mr. Speaker. Their 
Chairman resigned because he was told not to inves-
tigate—guess who? The same Minister. Every time 
you turn around that same Minister seems to pop his 
head up. Every time there is some controversy, every 
time there is some form or that word—that “c” word—
keeps coming up and he is following right behind it— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —or right in front of it. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, try and let us get 
to . . . let us get to the— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I suppose I could say the 
“j” word. 
 
The Speaker: All right, good. That is enough . . . both 
sides. 
 Honourable Member, carry on and stay fo-
cused. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member Pat 
Pamplin also said, Where there is smoke . . . where 
there is smoke and we failed to act (her words) we fail 
our people of Bermuda. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this week there is so much 
smoke coming out of City Hall, but I have not seen 
any of the OBA Government Members with any water 
buckets in their hands. It seems like they say, Well, let 
it burn . . . let the smoke burn, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, and you know I sometimes think 
the Honourable Member, Pat Gordon-Pamplin, means 
well because she said several times today if you give 
her any evidence of any wrongdoing then she will say 
to her people, Get cracking . . . move—you know, she 
would disassociate herself with them, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, some of the evidence that has 
been presented this week talks about Cabinet papers 
being bandied around amongst members of the public 
sector. Now have you looked at the Ministerial Code 
of Conduct lately? Have you looked at our Constitu-
tion lately, Mr. Speaker? These are serious, serious 
allegations. And it all revolves around, like they have 
said over there all day, good governance, accountabil-
ity, responsibility. Well, as my learned friend and col-
league, Mr. Blakeney, quite rightly pointed out, it is 
also collective responsibility.  

And Cabinet Members cannot claim igno-
rance. You cannot claim ignorance, Mr. Speaker. You 
know, you have Minister Crockwell who has broken 
the Ministerial Code of Conduct, Mr. Speaker, not only 
once but twice, and he still sits in Cabinet . . . still sits 
in Cabinet, Mr. Speaker. 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 

Honourable Member, take your seat. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading and imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House— 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —and [imputing] im-
proper motives and it is not correct. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, the Honourable 
Member is correct. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, Mr. Speaker, with 
your indulgence, the Ministerial Code of Conduct— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. Honourable Members— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I will prove it. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Let us— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, the Ministerial 
Code of Conduct, point (xvii), and I will read for the 
edification of the public, “Ministers should not accept 
any kind of favour from individuals who are in negotia-
tion with or seeking to enter into contractual”— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —“or proprietary”— 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: —yeah— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —“or pecuniary rela-
tions”— 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —“with the Government.” 
 
The Speaker: Take your seat for a second. 
 Yes, Honourable Member? 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order; misleading the public. 
 And under [Standing Order] 19(11)(d), Mr. 
Speaker, “it shall be out of order to use offensive and 
insulting, or disrespectful language about a Member of 
the House.” 

And Mr. Speaker, I consider that disrespectful, 
especially when other people are trying to talk over 
me. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Honourable Member, just try and stay . . . stay 
on . . . try and keep to the legislation. I have given you 
a lot of— 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —a lot leeway . . . a lot of leeway. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And, of course, for the lis-
tening public they must know that that is not a point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And, Mr. Speaker, all I did 
was quote . . . and it ties right into this amendment, 
Mr. Speaker. It ties into this Bill. It ties into this legisla-
tion. It ties into these allegations of— 
 
An Hon. Member: Corruption. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —absolutely, by our Gov-
ernment, Mr. Speaker, and our Government Ministers. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, when you have a Minister 
that jumps on a private jet that belongs to a developer 
that is interested in Bermuda— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Honourable 
Member, we have heard that over and over and over. 
Come on, you know— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, but, but— 
 
The Speaker: Let us have . . . please try and get to— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Again, I will get there. I will 
get there, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: —the Bill. All right? Let’s go. Let’s . . . if 
you can . . . if you can. 

 And Honourable Members, the Speaker sits 
here and the Speaker will determine how things 
should go. Thank you. 
 So would you please, Honourable Member, as 
I said, I have given you a lot of leeway and I have 
been very, very, very . . .  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, I know you have cer-
tainly . . . certainly been doing that all day and I ap-
preciate it, Mr. Speaker, I do. And I understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that this is an at-your-nerve-type of amend-
ment, so I understand the opposition from the Gov-
ernment and the hair standing up on the back, I un-
derstand that. I do, Mr. Speaker. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, I am going to leave this 
Ministerial Code of Conduct alone. But if anyone 
wishes to look it up they can do and they will see . . . 
and the Minister can jump up and down all day, but 
the Ministerial Code of Conduct is what it is, Mr. 
Speaker, it is what it is, and I will let the public, I will 
let the press . . . well, I could talk about Royal Ga-
zette, Mr. Speaker, and they have been on a roll this 
week. We will talk about that later. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I would like to encourage 
. . . I am going to take a different tack now, I would like 
to encourage the OBA Government to look at what is 
before us. Think about what they are doing. There is 
one piece in here, Mr. Speaker, and I will read it with 
your indulgence, out of the actual amendment itself. 
“Section 7AA allows the Minister to issue binding Min-
isterial directions to a Corporation” . . . it then goes on 
to say . . . and “allow the Minister to appoint a public 
officer as his delegated representative to, among 
other things, attend meetings of a Corporation.” 
 Mr. Speaker, again I say, this is the same 
Minister that has been named at the heart of informa-
tion that has shaken this Island like it has never been 
shook before, certainly not in my living memory, Mr. 
Speaker. I thought Jetgate was bad, this is really bad. 
At the heart, Mr. Speaker, of our country, and we have 
[heard] nothing from the Members opposite. They talk 
about the Bill and how this is good and we heard 
about . . . you know, how mothers had to make deci-
sions and land tax has to be paid and all this stuff, Mr. 
Speaker. But, Mr. Speaker, this is about something 
else. And all I will say at this stage of the game, Mr. 
Speaker, is that I would say if the OBA had any 
smarts about them, they would start making some 
changes to the Cabinet, starting with the man that is 
at the heart of these allegations, and that would be 
Senator Fahy, who sits in another place. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6, MP Wayne Furbert. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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I promise I will be very brief. And the reason 
why is because I am appealing to, I believe, those 
individuals on the OBA side that I believe are reason-
able men and women. 
 I have no doubt . . . and we are talking about 
the Municipalities Amendment Act 2015, that those 
individuals . . . and I have no problem with the Hon-
ourable Grant Gibbons, who I consider an honourable 
gentleman; the Honourable Shawn Crockwell, I do 
personally consider an honourable gentleman; the 
Honourable Bob Richards and the Honourable Mem-
ber Jeanne Atherden; and also the Honourable Mem-
ber Suzann and the Honourable Member Ms. Outer-
bridge—those are the ones I see in this House. The 
other ones I do not consider too honourable. 
 Mr. Speaker, why do I say that? Because I am 
appealing to those individuals who I think believe that 
the Bill that they are presenting today is a worthy 
cause, they really do. But what is missing and what I 
believe is missing from the debate that took place in 
Cabinet, where it all started, is that the individual who 
actually brought the Bill to Cabinet . . . who actually 
brought the Bill to Cabinet was the Minister, the Minis-
ter Michael Fahy, who they call “the Joker.” That is 
what I understand, they call him “the Joker.” 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this Minister brings the Bill to 
Cabinet. But when you go on . . . and I heard the 
Honourable Member . . . the gentleman . . . the lady 
who is sitting in the Gallery, who should be quiet—
who speaks for OBA communications, should be 
quiet—interrupting my— 
 
The Speaker: Everybody should be quiet if they are 
not in the— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —particularly in the— 
 
The Speaker: Speak to the Speaker, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —is that the actual . . . and 
Mr. Speaker, I have heard a tape, and I do not mind 
telling this Parliament.  

I heard a tape, a discussion between Stephen 
DaCosta and Michael Fahy on the amendment that 
we debated in Parliament in 2013. I have heard that 
tape. And I ask the Members, every one of them, to 
go listen to it. It is on Facebook right now. So before 
you pass anything, I would ask every Member to leave 
here and go listen to it. We were tricked, Mr. Speaker, 
in 2013 [on] the amendment for the Municipalities Act 
[dealing] with the actual Waterfront property. 
 So how can I trust the same Minister today? 
Because he is [the one] who is bringing the Bill. How 
can I trust the same Minister in the best interest of 
Bermuda to bring an amendment for . . . I do not know 
what is behind it. I do not know what is behind it, so 
how can those [right] thinking individuals, who I just 
called, at the end of the day support a Minister that is 

tied up—now, I . . . they may eventually want to pass 
this amendment. But I am asking those Members to 
pause, do their own research, because remember this 
was laid down before all this revelation took place.  

I do not want to touch on that because I . . . 
you know, I do not want to touch on all that. But all 
these revelations . . . just read some of the stuff that is 
in the affidavit which is out there in the public. It talks 
about the Municipalities Act 2013. 

Now, I am here today expecting the same 
Minister to lead me in the direction of 2015? I cannot 
expect that, Mr. Speaker, when Stephen DaCosta’s 
name and his fingerprints are all over it. And the Min-
ister? And it was all about, how do we get a piece of 
it? And after the Cabinet approved that . . . that after 
they take the property compensation will be paid to 
the individuals . . . paid to the developer. That is what 
it was all about, Mr. Speaker. And I am here at quarter 
to four (3:40) to lean and think that this is in the best 
interest of the country? We need to pause. We defi-
nitely need to pause on this Bill. 

So I am asking those individuals who I just 
called to go and at least read the information, listen to 
that tape, and ask yourself the question, Are we doing 
the right thing?  

Mr. Speaker, we all remember in 2010 when 
the Progressive Labour Party brought an amendment 
to the Municipalities. We had people marching up and 
down this hallowed House, outside, inside, all stand-
ing . . . and, as a matter of fact . . . one, two, three, 
six, probably there are eight people [here] right now in 
this Chamber. But this place was full, talking about 
[how] the Government was taking over . . . the Pro-
gressive Labour Party was taking over the Municipali-
ties . . . a land grab. Far from the truth . . . it did not, 
that is not what took place. 

But here we are today giving the powers to a 
land grab when they won, and there is no one around 
here making any noise. I find that quite amazing. 
There is no cry out from . . . you hear a few [squawks] 
from the Mayor. But those individuals that were out-
side who really threatened by honourable friend, the 
Honourable Zane De Silva, I do not see them around 
here anymore. I do not see them. It seems like what-
ever the OBA does, no one makes any noise. They 
can borrow as much money as they want and no one 
makes any noise. They can come up here and pass 
Bills, no one makes any noise. I just find it quite . . . 
and that is why, Mr. Speaker, there are no checks and 
balances within that group. So they are not “check-
mating” the Minister. They do not have Members 
“checkmating” them. The Backbench is not “check-
mating” them, and hence [that is] why we have total 
distrust in the Government right now. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Trust deficit. 
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 So, Mr. Speaker, as I said, I do not want to 
talk long, but I am asking those individuals—it is out 
there in the air, it is out there on Facebook—to at least 
listen to the tape. At least listen to the tape, and you 
will hear Stephen DaCosta negotiating with the Minis-
ter. The same Minister that I am talking about bringing 
this Bill today, on what it should do with the Munici-
palities Act 2013. 
 So that is why our leader spoke this morning 
and thought it was . . . we felt that it was a waste of 
time. It was not right. But now we said at least let the 
public know why we are not doing it. That is why we 
are standing here right now. So I do not know . . . and 
I said it last week, I do not know how Members [can] 
stand up and defend that Minister. Everything this 
gentleman . . . he is the Joker. Everything he touches 
is bad. Everything he touches, Mr. Speaker. And then 
he has Robin, you know, doing his bidding—Batman 
and Robin—now, that is my joke. That is just my joke. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I think they know what I 
am talking about. 

[It] is that the whole idea is that the . . . the 
Government . . . and trust me, I have known the Minis-
ter Jeanne Atherden for a long time. And I said, 
probably a very honest young lady. It must be beating 
at her heart, knowing that at the end of the day, Am I 
doing the right thing? Is what I’m hearing the right 
thing? Is what they’re saying the right thing? Even 
these allegations . . . is it the right thing? That the 
same Ministers, who are just tainted through and 
through, [are bringing] the amendments [to] the Mu-
nicipalities, because that is what we are talking about, 
the Municipalities amendment, are we doing the right 
thing? 
 But I tell you right now, Mr. Speaker, I am ask-
ing this House to vote it down or at least admit, the 
Government, say let’s pause . . . let’s pause, because 
we do not know, because in 2013 when we passed 
that amendment, we did not know what we were doing 
then. [What was] the impact that the Minister had 
[from] Stephen DaCosta No one knew that! No one 
knew that. That was 2013, now we are in 2015, and 
you know that something possibly took place and we 
are asked to pass another amendment?  

Are we asking that same question? And 
guess what? The Minister has the responsibility to 
pick the individuals who are going to . . . who can take 
over the Corporation—it is the Minister. God forbid if 
we had not known anything and he appointed 
Stephen DaCosta. Because he had the ability to do 
that. And what control would that Minister have? 
 So I am asking the Honourable Grant Gib-
bons, as he comes into this House today, with his nice 
shorts on, recognise that his legacy . . . he does not 
want his legacy being tied up in a Government and 
tarnished because he made the wrong decision. Be-

cause he did make the wrong decision in 2013. And to 
be honest with you, I cannot remember how he voted 
in 2013. I cannot remember. If he voted for it . . . what 
. . . whether he abstained or whatever it was, but we 
were . . .  

My point is, we have a chance one more time 
to make up for our mistakes that we made in 2013 
and vote on it. We have another opportunity. I am 
looking at the Honourable Member from [constitu-
ency] 4, Suzann [Roberts-]Holshouser. You cannot 
afford to allow your Government to lead you down the 
path one more time. You cannot afford that. We were 
tricked in 2013 and the evidence is clear. You can say 
“accusation,” that is nice for the Premier to say. Well, 
here we are one more time in 2015 and we do not 
know what is behind it. It could be all good intent for 
them, but that Minister who for over 24, 30 months 
has been leading them down a path that is [one of] no 
return . . . no return. As I said last week, I have never 
seen a Senator appointed by the Premier cause so 
much havoc within their own party—never! Never! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Never, never, never. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, with those few remarks, I am 
asking the Cabinet, I am asking the Government, I am 
asking those Backbenchers to pause. And they [can] 
very quickly bring it up on their . . . everyone has got 
their little iPads and their computers. Go and listen to 
[the tape]. Go listen to it before you take your vote. 
Listen to that tape.  

If you do not want to see it while we are de-
bating, I will let you listen to the tape which I have. I 
will take you out back. The Honourable Member says 
she will know. I will take you out back and let you play 
the tape and let them listen to Stephen DaCosta and 
the Honourable Member, the Senator Michael Fahy, 
talk about the amendment of 2013 [which] we came 
up here and voted for.  
 Mr. Speaker, I take my seat. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Any other Member care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: And good afternoon col-
leagues and to the listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, an earlier representative of the 
Government benches said that we are here today to 
clean up a mess. And he did not complete the sen-
tence. We are here today to clean up a mess created 
by Stephen DaCosta. We are here today to clean up 
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the mess created by the Minister from another place 
who sits in another space, “the Joker.” We are here to 
clean up a mess that should never have happened.  

As my honourable colleague who just took his 
seat says, when we look at the circumstances sur-
rounding the initial Municipalities Act 2013 every sin-
gle one of us, regardless of our political affiliation, re-
gardless of our race, regardless of our economic 
standing, should be very concerned that we are not 
getting the full picture of what is happening. 
 Mr. Speaker, what is unfortunate, and we 
have seen this because we are placing power in the 
hands of a Minister in a Westminster system that we 
are seeing breaking down under a One Bermuda Alli-
ance. What do I mean by that? We had a Ministerial 
Code of Conduct that governs behaviour; that governs 
how we are supposed to act. Violations of the Ministe-
rial Code of Conduct should result in resignations, 
either from Cabinet or from the House altogether. We 
are now expected to put power in the hands of a Min-
ister—and people want to talk about the personali-
ties—but power in the hands of a Minister from a 
Cabinet that has shown an unwillingness to enforce 
the Ministerial Code of Conduct. That at one point 
claimed there was no Ministerial Code of Conduct, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Claimed at one point . . . 
they actually came out and made a . . . what was it? 
May 23, 2013, and called for the creation of a Code of 
Conduct. So we have a Cabinet that, at one point, did 
not know a Code of Conduct existed, showed no in-
terest in enforcing it— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House, that is not correct. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Member. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: The Honourable Attorney 
General—the former Attorney General—called for the 
creation of a Ministerial Code of Conduct on May 23, 
2013. Either he did not know it existed . . . but obvi-
ously, if you call for the creation of something . . . I 
mean, I am not asking my wife for a son, I have a son. 
Okay? So, you know, why would he call for the crea-
tion of it if he knew it existed? That is odd. But . . . but 
Mr. Speaker, there is an old Latin saying, I will say it in 
English, Who watches the watchman? Who watches 

the watchman? Who will guard the guards them-
selves?  
 Mr. Speaker, the Westminster system—have 
you got something to say? I did not think so. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Speak, speak, speak— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, Who watches 
the watchman? Who guards the guardsmen?  

If you cannot trust, as many Bermudians do 
not, the Minister from another place who sits in an-
other space, with the power to oversee money, the 
power to oversee transactions, the power to oversee 
another board that was duly elected and democrati-
cally elected, although I have some dispute with giving 
businesses the right to vote, but have shown an his-
toric unwillingness to enforce the rules among them-
selves.  

The Westminster system works when Cabinet 
and the Premier, who is first among equals in Cabinet, 
enforces the Ministerial Code of Conduct. Parliament 
works when the Backbenchers act as a check and 
balance against the Cabinet and against the Premier. 
When this breaks down, you see what we are seeing 
playing out and about to play out in the courts of this 
country today. A Minister—an unelected Minister, with 
seemingly unlimited power—being permitted to do 
what he likes.  

The Honourable Member, Mr. Sylvan Rich-
ards, keeps referring to Colonel Burch . . . the Hon-
ourable Junior Minister seems to forget there are no 
tapes of Colonel Burch involved in conversations and 
criminal investigations. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! Ooh! 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: So I would suggest that 
before he throws that, he understands that we are 
dealing with a different dynamic, and we now have to 
put politics aside and think of country, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Nobody offered Colonel 
Burch a bribe or tried to bribe anybody. 
 Mr. Speaker, we now have to put politics 
aside and think of the country. 
 Mr. Speaker, if our loyalty is greater to some 
Senator (right?) than it is to the people, we have a 
problem. We have a serious problem. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member Anil 
Roberts of Trinidad and Tobago, upon her resignation, 
is quoted as saying, “politics has a morality of its own 
and the truth is not always sought.” 
 The Backbench of the One Bermuda Alliance 
has an obligation to the people who put them in office, 
it has an obligation to Parliament, an obligation to our 
Constitution, to demand the truth before we place this 
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power in the hands of this Minister. The Cabinet 
Members have an obligation to determine the truth 
before we place the power in the hands of this Minis-
ter. That is the issue there. 
 The historic failure we have seen of the Back-
bench failing to hold the Government accountable, of 
Cabinet Ministers failing to do their duty, because you 
have many options . . . under the Westminster system 
when you look at what has happened since Jetgate up 
to today surrounding this Minister and several other 
Ministers, in any other mature Western democracy 
that uses the Westminster system, they would have 
done the honourable thing and resigned. They would 
have.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Well, the Honourable 
Member says it is nonsense. Let us go to the case in, 
I believe it was, the Bahamas where a Minister re-
signed for taking a helicopter ride from an investor. 
The Ministerial Code of Conduct says, “accepting of-
fers of travel, gifts or hospitality” . . . I am sorry, the 
Honourable Member from Paget has a little verbal 
problem right now that is distracting me. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, he has got an issue. 

But Mr. Speaker, I say thank God for Ayo 
Johnson and Think Media because we went to the 
Municipalities Act 2013 not knowing that there were 
conversations going on between the Minister and 
Stephen DaCosta and developers. We now know if 
we had . . . if we had to rely on traditional media, we 
would still be sitting here in the dark. And if it was not 
for journalists like Ayo Johnson, Ceola Wilson, and 
Sherri Simmons we would be even more in the dark. 
 So today I put a challenge to the Cabinet 
Members and I put a challenge to the Backbench. We 
have a quote from Minister Pat Gordon-Pamplin. She 
said, on her feet, if we have failed to act, we have ab-
dicated our responsibility to not the party, not Parlia-
ment, but to the country. This issue will not go away. 
This issue will not be swept under the rug. This is a 
serious issue, and it understandable for Members to 
be defensive and touchy, I know I would be, but I also 
would be seeking the truth. And the fact that we have 
seen no concern that we are now placing power in the 
hands of a Minister who is likely to be under criminal 
investigation and a Cabinet that has shown no willing-
ness to enforce their own Code of Conduct, we should 
be very concerned. We should be very, very con-
cerned. 
 So the challenge today is: Are you man or are 
you mouse? Do you represent the people or do you 
represent the party? Which comes first? That is the 
challenge because if the Government had any con-
cern about the country, they would rise and report 

progress. They would go and get this situation sorted, 
remove certain Members from Cabinet until this is re-
solved, and get about with the people’s business. But 
I do not expect that, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, years ago Nelson Mandela once 
said, When they came they had the Bible and we had 
the land and we kneeled to our knees, we looked to 
the skies . . . the heavens and when we opened our 
eyes again and got up off our knees, we had the Bible 
and they had the land. What is concerning about the 
political dynamic is we have seen values of good gov-
ernance, we seen values of openness, honesty, integ-
rity and transparency, in my opinion, hustled.  

There is another word that I would use that 
begins with a “p” and ends with a “d” that I do not think 
I could use in this house, but it has been used. And 
when the people who believed in these values of 
openness, transparency and good governance 
opened their eyes and looked around, they were left 
with the values while the One Bermuda Alliance had 
cast them aside. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Warwick [South East], MP Lawrence 
Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I actually find this Bill to be quite timely, Mr. 
Speaker, in the sense that it was brought to this 
House almost as close to July 4th as possible.  

The reason that I am bringing up July 4th is 
not because this Bill has created and sparked numer-
ous fireworks within this Chamber, but more so be-
cause of the fact that the United States adopted in 
1776 . . . they adopted July 4th as their day of Inde-
pendence from Great Britain. And [then], approxi-
mately 80 years later in 1885 there was an MP, and 
English MP, the MP for Bridgnorth, whose name was 
John Dalberg-Acton, otherwise known as Lord Acton. 
And Lord Acton actually openly sympathised with the 
United States. And the reason . . . mind you, he took 
much criticism, but he [stuck] to his morals and his 
ethics and said that the reason that he sympathised 
with the United States is because he felt that . . . The 
best way to say it is, he felt that the Westminster sys-
tem of his day did not provide the sufficient checks 
and balances needed to have an efficient, effective 
and fair government.  

He noted that . . . and records would state that 
he noted that those who had power could either keep 
power, or they could sort of have what they wanted to 
do done versus having what is done in the best inter-
ests of the people. And the way that he surmised that 
or put all of that together, and very succinctly, he said, 
and if you will allow me with your indulgence to quote, 
that . . . Lord Acton made the statement that power 
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corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. All 
right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, the Honourable Mem-
ber Gordon-Pamplin says that they saw 14 years of 
that, Mr. Speaker. And Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: I cannot hear the Honourable Member. 
Let us be quiet, please. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —and Mr. Speaker, the one 
thing that I find sort of strange about the Honourable 
Member saying that is that in 14 years no one went to 
the court and the Supreme Court of this country with 
evidence, or seeming evidence, that would suggest 
that there is corruption going on in the Government. 
 So what I will do is say . . . and then also in 
the 14 years I was not in this Chamber, I did not have 
that privilege, but what I want to do is continue to 
move on because what I do know is that in this year—
2015—that there is a Bill in front of us, named the 
Municipalities Act (No. 2) 2015, that basically gives 
one man absolute power. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Now, if you were to . . . 
Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And the point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is patently misleading the House. This Bill 
does nothing of the sort. It does not give one man ab-
solute power. It is ridiculous. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Member, please proceed. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The thing is that for me . . . when . . . and for 
those that have not read this Bill, when you have one 
person that can appoint whoever they want, whenever 
they want, however they want, according to their 
checks and balances, according to their checklist, 
[what]  they feel is necessary, that is, in my opinion, 
absolute power. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, let us look at it 
this way. Let us just say that . . . let us say that I 
brought a Bill to this House that said that . . . and I 

called it the House of Amendments Amendment Act 
2015. And in that Bill it said that the Member of con-
stituency 24 could appoint whoever he wants, when-
ever he wants, to be part of the Government, to be 
part of the Opposition, and to be part of the civil ser-
vice. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I think that that 
would be seen as me, the Member from constitu-
ency 24, having absolute power because I could ap-
point who sits in this Honourable House, and whoever 
sits in this Honourable House makes the decisions for 
this country. And the thing is, on top of that, I do not 
need Cabinet approval, so there is no check and bal-
ance for me. I do not need to be able to convince my 
other Cabinet Members to join in with me or to ap-
prove, whether they approve or disapprove, as some 
people would say, It sucks to be them, according to 
this because it is as the Minister sees fit. 
 So Madam Deputy Speaker, it just seems as 
though, you know, if we were to go back to Lord Acton 
and take his saying that power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely, this is setting up for, in 
Lord Acton’s thoughts and words, absolute corruption 
within the municipalities because of the fact that you 
have put all of the decision-making power in the 
hands of one person. And that Minister— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Please proceed. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. While we cannot go into clause by clause at 
this point in time it is very clear here, as the Honour-
able Member mentioned in his brief, that the Minister 
may only take over stewardship where (1) it would be 
in the public interest to do so; (2) with Cabinet’s ap-
proval; and (3) for so long as he believes it is neces-
sary to maintain such control. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Member, please proceed. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Now, if this was question time, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I would ask that Honourable Member would 
she feel that it would be . . . does she feel that the 
Premier has to ask for her permission if he wanted to 
fire her? No, he does not. He does not need her per-
mission. Does he need the rest of Cabinet’s approval 
to fire somebody? No, he does not. So then who has 
absolute power in Cabinet? It would be the Premier. 
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 This Bill puts that same type of power in the 
hands of one person. All right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, no, it puts it in one . . . 
so therefore . . . so, therefore, what we cannot do is 
we cannot have this. And with what is going around 
and the information that the public is getting and . . . 
and with the allegations that are out there, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, . . . my former colleague pointed out 
that there is a tape or a recording on Facebook that 
shows that this was preordained, per se, and that it is 
being discussed outside of Cabinet with members that 
have not got the privilege of being in Cabinet, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. We cannot allow for laws— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: We cannot allow for laws 
and legislation to be brought to this House that has 
. . . that is even seemingly tainted. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Madam Deputy Chair [sic], I 
think that everybody— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Deputy Speaker in the 
Chair. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Oh, sorry. 
 I believe that we all agree that in this Honour-
able House, to take these honourable seats, we have 
to be seen, and show, that we are actually deserving 
of our title of “Honourable Member.” Now, we cannot 
do that, Madam Deputy Speaker, if we are passing 
legislation which seems to be tainted from the begin-
ning.  

Now, let us just say that there were no allega-
tions that were going on out there. Let us just say that 
no Cabinet Members’ names were out in the public 
domain subject to public opinion, the court of public 
opinion. Now maybe that might be a little bit different. 
But with everything that is going on, this is not the 
time to try to force a Bill to come through this Honour-
able House when it seemingly gives absolute power to 
one person. 
 I want to go on to say that this has been a . . . 
they need to . . . I really think that the Honourable 
Member that is responsible for this Bill in this House 
should rise and report progress, just so that they can 
address at least the people’s concerns. 

Because what happens, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, is that the Members on the other side are 
trying to say that we are trying to turn this into a politi-
cal football. They are trying to say that we are calling 
them all sorts of names. But what is true, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is that all we are doing on this side is 

our job. It is our responsibility, it is our constitutional 
responsibility to ensure that the members that we rep-
resent—the voters who elected us and put us in 
here—that their well-being goes before any and eve-
rything else, Madam Deputy Speaker, is put first. 

Also on top of that, what we are doing and 
what you are hearing today, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
is once again, us providing that balance, that check 
and balance. And what I find disturbing is how vehe-
mently the Government is fighting the fact that all we 
are doing is presenting the people’s argument. Why 
are they fighting against the people, when it is the 
people that put them here? When it is the people that 
put us here?  

The Government talks about wanting to work 
together and there are Ministers that have worked 
together behind closed doors and that is fine. We 
need more of that. But why do we not use it on a day 
like today, on a Bill like this Bill, to work together. And 
all we are asking for them [to do] is to rise and report 
progress, to allow for whatever allegations [there are] 
to be scrutinised, to go through the proper processes, 
and however that comes out let the chips fall where 
they may. And after the chips have fallen where they 
may, if you still have the same Members of Cabinet, 
and they still feel the same way, then they can bring it 
back.  

But right now the members in the public, the 
members that put us here, feel as though not every-
body in Cabinet should be in Cabinet. And, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, in my time going around (I am not 
one to throw out stuff), I have had voters and resi-
dents come to me . . . they see me very often at the 
airport as that is where I spend most of my time when 
I am outside the House. They come to me and they 
ask, How is it that we can have all of this going on, we 
have people that seemingly, according to the mem-
bers in the public, according to the residents in the 
public, have broken what we know as the Ministerial 
Code of Conduct? We have Members in the Cabinet, 
we have Members in the House that seemingly should 
not be there or should not have those titles, should not 
be Ministers?  

You know, so what my residents, what my 
voters have been asking is, Why is it in such a time 
like this, with such . . . with such a political climate, 
how and why is the Premier so silent? And how can 
he in such a time as this put his seemingly unwaver-
ing support behind Ministers and putting the party first 
instead of the country first, and not calling for resigna-
tions, not looking at . . . you know, who is in his Gov-
ernment?  

And you know what, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I am not trying to cast aspersions or [impute] improper 
motive. All I am doing is giving voice on a public and 
national stage to those people that I represent in con-
stituency 24. So for me, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
just feel as though this is something that is being 
rushed. And why is it being rushed through? Other 
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Members have stood to their feet and said, You know 
what? We rushed the last Municipalities Act through 
and now, with hindsight being 20/20, maybe we 
should have asked them to rise and report progress 
on that one, too. 

So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I really believe 
that . . . and with repetition being a form of indoctrina-
tion, I am repeating the fact that we need to rise and 
report progress on this. Because I could not tell you 
how many times voters, members, residents alike 
have come to me on their way out of the country or on 
their way into the country and on their way in and 
around my constituency that have asked for us to do 
. . . they . . . once again, I spoke before, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, on quality instead of quantity. Let us not 
look at how many Bills we can pass in a day, but the 
quality of those Bills. Let us make sure that there are 
sufficient checks and balances on every Bill that we 
pass. Let us make sure that every Bill can pass the 
test of time, pass the test of scrutiny, and pass the 
test of sustainability.  

This Bill cannot, in my honourable opinion, 
this Bill cannot pass those three tests. And if it cannot 
pass those three tests, it definitely cannot pass the 
fourth and most important test of transparency. 

And on those words, I will take my seat. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5, Hamilton East, the Honourable Derrick V. 
Burgess, Shadow Minister of Labour and Seniors. 
 Member, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. Thank 
you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this Bill will give 
greater, as it says in the Explanatory Memorandum, 
supervision of the corporation. In other words, the 
Minister will have power over the corporation as laid 
down in the Act. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, with this Bill it just 
begs the question, why have elections for mayors of 
Hamilton and St. George’s? Why? And they have ad-
mitted—one of the speakers on the other side—we 
have no problem with St. George’s. Okay, well, they 
did not bring this Bill here just for Hamilton They 
brought it for Hamilton and St. George’s. And so, you 
know, do you know what this reminds me of? It re-
minds me of . . . let me do a little bit of history.  

It reminds me of when Governor Willcocks in 
the 1950s came to Bermuda and he saw that the ma-
jority of the police constables were black. And do you 
know what he said? The white population is uncom-
fortable with this many black policemen. And he said 
we would not tolerate this anymore. So he went about 
his way to change it and he did. And that is when you 
saw a lot of policemen coming here from the UK. A lot 
of them resided in Prospect, rent free, and some of 
them are still there. 

So this Bill takes me back there. It takes me 
back to Berkeley Institute when Berkeley Institute 
asked for assistance to extend their school. And the 
powers of the day said, We don’t trust your manage-
rial style. You can’t handle money, so we will  control 
your board. Three-fifths of your board will be us. So 
there was [no] trust there. And this is what this Bill 
takes us back to.  

That is the way I see it. It has taken us back 
100 years. Well, not quite 100 years, but it has taken 
us back at least 70 years. And we should not be here 
today passing a Bill where . . . what this Bill will do if 
passed today, when it comes into effect, it would give 
an unelected person power over people that were 
elected by the people. That is not right. The Mayor 
should be in charge of their municipality, whether it be 
Hamilton or St. George’s. And if you have problems 
. . . and . . . and . . . you know, everybody knows there 
are some problems in Hamilton. Then you fix that. 
You do not say, Okay, I’m not going to let this happen 
anymore. Or is it because now that, with the way that 
the electoral boundaries are set up for these munici-
palities, that it is more likely you will have a black 
mayor? And so you have got to control that? 

You know, this is what this Bill does. You 
know, “Master” comes back in charge. And that 
should not happen because nothing can happen with-
out the approval of the Minister—nothing. That is what 
this Bill does and that should not be.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, you know, I have 
some problems with this Bill coming at this time. I 
would have thought that the Government—I cannot 
say the Minister responsible, the Government—should 
have said, Look, with what’s going on with all these 
allegations backed up by tapes filed before the courts, 
names of Ministers called, let me hold off on this here. 
 
An Hon. Member: You would think so. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I would think so. I 
would have thought that.  

The other thing I would have thought is that 
the person that occupies Government House would 
have called for an inquiry into this matter, which 
should stop this here. No one should have to request 
an inquiry of this here from the Governor. Nobody re-
quested an inquiry when . . . there was a court case a 
couple years ago and someone called someone’s 
name and the Governor just had an investigation. 
There was not a request from the Government or the 
Opposition; he did it on his own.  

But these are the two worlds we live in in 
Bermuda—one for a segment, whatever they do is 
right; and the other segment, we have got to audit and 
check everything they do because we do not trust 
them, like we do not trust the mayors now because we 
are going to take over. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, you know, when the 
Bill was brought here some years ago by the then-
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Minister Zane De Silva, I saw the demonstration, the 
personal attack on Zane and his family—his wife and 
his son. I was watching from the Public Works win-
dow. [The De Silva’s] were in their car and [the dem-
onstrators] would move and they rocked the car. Zane 
had to restrain his son. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Honourable 
Member. Yes, definitely he is an Honourable Member. 

And he had to restrain his son because he 
wanted to protect his mother and father because of 
that foolishness. But today you do not see that be-
cause . . . it tells me that anything that a certain seg-
ment of this country does is okay. And that is not right! 
We should not be operating in two Bermudas, a coun-
try of this size. It should never happen. But it happens 
today. 

And as Uncle Jim said, the Honourable Mem-
ber, Uncle Jim, always said, They don’t mind you hav-
ing a job, as long as they remain in charge. And that 
was not a slip of the tongue, you know. It was a pro-
found statement that he made because he put it in his 
book (page 125). And that is why you did not knight 
him, he is the best Tourism Minister we ever had in 
this country, and he should have been knighted be-
cause those that knew Jim, knew that he did not take 
any nonsense from either side, the side he is on, be-
cause he would give you some holy Baptist language 
that you will understand. He would not take that non-
sense. That is one person that should have been 
knighted in this country, not only for (and I know I am 
diverging a bit) not only for tourism, his life in politics 
and sports.  

I worked in the hotel industry and when 
County Cup and Cup Match came on I turned into Un-
cle Jim, you know, and stayed at work . . . you know. 

And then we have two unelected politicians in 
this country. They have probably got three passports 
because you come from Britain and you go to Canada 
and you get a passport there, then you come . . . and 
you have got a passport . . . that is three passports. 
So you are not the same as me. [They are] attacking 
the ombudsman—that should never be—for doing her 
job. And they attack her because— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, I will get back to 
that. 

They attack her because they do not know the 
law. Everything the ombudsman has done is in this 
law. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are going to stick 
to the Bill in front of us. 
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, I am talking 
about transparency and just trying to demonstrate to 
you the transparency. And so . . . we— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Right. You know, and 
this Bill, it has been discussed by others that do not 
belong in this House. Cabinet papers are secretive 
and yet these discussions took place with another 
person. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, how can you trust 
the Minister responsible for this paper in another 
house—another place—when . . . look at the history of 
this fellow. Look at the history. Look at the history. 
Unelected; a person with at least two passports. Calls 
himself a Bermudian, when he goes to the airport, he 
says, I’m going home for vacation. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: They do not . . . Ber-
muda is not their place. Now, if you want to be equal 
to me, give up those other passports. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are going to stick 
to the Municipalities Amendment Bill. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am so sorry, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. I am so sorry. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, we want the 
power to rest with the mayors. In fact, Mayor Bas-
come (emeritus) of St. George’s did a great job in St. 
George’s despite his . . . [he is] rough around the 
edges, but sincere about St. George’s. I make no . . . 
and this is not sarcasm. This is not any joke. I know 
he loves St. George’s. He is just in the wrong party, 
you know.  

We worked well together. And he worked well 
with Minister Weeks to fix St. George’s. And as you 
probably know, parts of St. George’s are out of our 
jurisdiction, but we did not look at it that way. St. 
Georgians pay taxes just like us and they are entitled 
to the benefit or the help that we gave them. And now 
we are going to come by and if the mayor wants to 
work with the Public Works the Mayor has got to get 
permission from some Minister when the people of St. 
George’s elected them? When the people of St. 
George’s were paying those extra taxes?  

It is not right. He sends his representative to 
sit on . . . Let me send you down there because these 
people are meeting and you are in charge. If some-
body comes and sits in my meeting and I am the 
Mayor, it is not right. It is disrespectful . . . disrespect-
ful. You know, and then when the OBA stands up and 
says that the debt is doubled . . . what is this? Oh? 
The debt almost doubled? Yes, they doubled it. They 
doubled it. So do not give us about being prudent as 
far as handling finance. I am not there because they 
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borrowed $800 million and said they would invest 
some and get interest on some, which was great, we 
thought it was great, and now come to find out most of 
the money has been spent? What did you spend it on, 
you know?  
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would ask . . . I 
would really ask . . . Oh, the other thing is, the $18 
million. As the Minister of Finance says, we gave them 
the ability to get the money. In other words, we gave 
them the approval to get the money. Now, the Minister 
responsible knew about this $18 million, it was con-
firmed by the previous Mayor of Hamilton, plus two of 
his other people. He knew, but denies it. They deny 
everything, and that is why we do not have any trust 
[in them]. And I am sure some on your side agree, 
and that is why I think a lot of you were lobbying to 
see the Speaker before we had this discussion. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yeah, oh, I know. 

And so these types of things, these types of 
situations go on when things are not right, and it is not 
right. Everybody in this House on both sides should 
be saying, Let’s pause on this one. There are some 
serious allegations. I am not here to say they are 
guilty or not guilty, but there are some serious allega-
tions backed up by tape, filed before the courts, and I 
think the prudent thing to do is say, Look, let’s hold off 
on this here and try to get this right. Because no side 
wants that type of element, when you have . . . when 
even the Premier went and tried to take the tapes 
from this fellow. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And then denies he 
went to him. But he has got that on tape also. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: You know, so I have a 
problem. This side has a problem. Bermuda has a 
problem with a trust factor, with some of your folks on 
your side. You are not all like that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No. Ms. Atherden, I 
think she is honourable and I think you are honourable 
too, Madam Deputy Speaker. And I am not trying to 
flatter you. And I . . . I can . . . you know, and I think 
my cousin, Glen Smith, is honourable, you know. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is my cousin, 
Marc.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.:  So you know, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I only hope that the Government 
would pause and just pull this back. That is the thing 
to do. I cannot blame all of you for what others in your 
party may have done, but we want to go . . . I can 
blame, if you are supporting it in the Cabinet. It is col-
lective responsibility and they should have advised 
each other, Look, we need not even touch this today. 
But by the mere fact that it is here, they have not dis-
cussed it in that content. So I would ask them to 
pause, pause again, and just withdraw this Bill. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill, the Municipalities Amendment? 
 Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member— 

Member! Thank you, I cannot hear. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: [Deputy] Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am just waiting to 
introduce you as soon as I can hear what you are 
about to . . . Members?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Members, we are respecting the Member that 
is about to speak. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36, the Honourable Michael J. Scott, 
Shadow Attorney General from Sandys North. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes, thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I am not quite sure what the basis is for the 
anxiety of the Junior Minister to bring this debate to an 
end. 
 This Bill, this Bill, the Municipalities Amend-
ment (No. 2) Bill is odious for a number of reasons. 
The Leader of the Opposition, when he stood, first 
earlier this morning, he foreshadowed why the Bill is 
one that brings concern, because the Minister from 
the other place is a central power player in this Bill. 
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[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, everything done 
in this House that has been captured by Hansard be-
comes evidence and can become evidence in legal 
proceedings. It can become . . . I will take it as high as 
that. It can become evidence in legal proceedings. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, we all know that the Immi-
gration Minister’s name was mentioned in the affidavit. 
May I just say one thing? An affidavit, because I heard 
the Minister of Community and Cultural Affairs say 
that if [she had] evidence of bribery or corruption, then 
[she] would be the first not to support it, [the amend-
ment]. 
 Mr. Speaker, an affidavit is evidence. Can I 
make that point absolutely clear? It is evidence in civil 
proceedings; that is its definition. So there is evi-
dence. It has not been tested in cross-examination, 
but it is the statement from the affiant (the deponent) 
of what the contents of the affidavit state. So let us get 
that clear. 

Senator Fahy is the Minister who arrogates to 
himself in these amendments power to take the Cor-
poration of Hamilton’s . . . to give binding ministerial 
directions to the Corporation. He does so today 
through the person who is carrying this ridiculous can 
with such pride that it shows a lack, a complete lack, 
of serious consideration of the implications of this Bill. 
It can become evidence in the trial that is going on in 
the civil proceedings. It can become evidence that any 
attorney can stand up and say.  

And the Minister passed legislation through 
this House—this Honourable House—giving himself 
power to the very Corporation that is linked to the last 
piece of legislation that the Honourable Opposition 
Leader took such umbrage at, which was the Water-
front lease that this House passed. All right? We had 
a Waterfront lease passed in this House with all 
Members standing and making some contribution to it, 
and we learned from evidence in an affidavit that four 
sitting Ministers of this Government have now been 
charged, have had allegations made against them that 
they took bribes and were extortionate to Mr. Mac-
Lean. 

Well, that makes me feel like I have been 
used. It should make you, Mr. Speaker, feel that your 
House has been abused. But this is the problem with 
Minister Fahy’s piloting through his Junior Minister this 
ridiculous and odious Act related to all of these issues.  

Any trial has a number of controversial live is-
sues in it. And this can be linked to it. It is absolutely 
the reason why the Opposition, the Honourable Mem-
ber Mr. Burgess, just finished calling for this Bill to be 
. . . to be . . . well, it is quite inappropriate and, as I 
say, odious to bring it. It is sticking out the finger of the 
Government right in the sore of very serious allega-
tions in the courts. And I cannot understand this kind 
of approach, and it must not lie. 

If you read the general powers in clause 4, 
and the subsidiary powers in clause 5, not only is the 
Minister arrogating power to direct a Corporation, it 
suggests that these are powers similar to the West 
End Development Corporation and the Base Lands 
Development Act. It allows the Minister to appoint his 
delegate to simply be his agent in Corporation pro-
ceedings. That is another element of power that [al-
lows] the Minister, who is now under a cloud, to insert 
himself, through his delegate, into the Corporation 
affairs.  

The Corporation of Hamilton, Mr. Speaker, 
are the practical landlords of the dock, of the Water-
front lease. These are direct lines connected with the 
litigation that is going on in the Supreme Court of this 
country. So it is most inappropriate that this very Bill is 
becoming evidence, potentially, in these proceedings.  

And yet we sail on and the Junior Minister 
does not mention any of these kinds of implications in 
his brief. He simply sails on and castigates the Oppo-
sition for not being genuine in their concerns about 
this Bill. I do not want the finger of the [Government] 
poked in my eye without my mouth being heard on the 
issue. 

So the public officer can be appointed as the 
Minister Fahy’s delegate until Minister Fahy stops be-
ing the Minister of Immigration. He facilitates commu-
nications between the Corporation and himself and his 
Ministry. And the power of, again, the Minister to 
delegate functions to any employee or officer of the 
Corporation, which is under the Minister’s stewardship 
or control in order to oversee the efficient execution of 
its day-to-day affairs, the day-to-day operational af-
fairs. So he is deeply in there. He is deeply in there. 

And then it is an odd Act in that it is an odd 
solution to the problem. This is a very odd solution to 
this problem. We acknowledge and have acknowl-
edged that the Corporation of Hamilton has enjoyed a 
not very stellar administration. We saw as far back as 
the quango reports. Do you remember the quango 
reports? That was a good report that looked at prob-
lems in a lot of our quangos. The thing I remember 
most about the quango report . . . it had two principal 
approaches in terms of its recommendations. It said 
some of the problems . . . and it mentioned the Ber-
muda College, it was TCD, it was the bus department, 
all of which had issues not dissimilar to the issues that 
the Corporation of Hamilton experienced.  

I mean, they were credible issues of govern-
ance, accountability. That was a good report and I 
think we should get it back and table it for us all to 
look at. In some cases, the primary recommendation 
was to take the quango over back into Government 
and make it a Government department. Or it was to 
leave it as a quango and put in place improvements. 

This is an interesting animal where the Minis-
ter is given these extraordinary powers. And they 
have the look, Mr. Speaker, of giving the Minister 
powers that are inappropriate for his carrying out the 
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mandate and trying to reach the solution, both recog-
nised and identified in the Corporation, and in the 
case of the quangos, those problems that were identi-
fied in those quangos. 

There is a sensible way to resolve issues that 
civil servants had found in the quangos and/or in the 
Corporation. But this does nothing else but attract 
controversy and . . . and . . . and concern about the 
powers being arrogated to the Minister. 

So then clause 5, still with the powers of this 
Minister, is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I am going to ignore that 
Member. 

Clause 5 of these amendments gives the Min-
ister authority to take over financial governance of the 
Corporation or of either of the Corporations, St. 
George’s or Hamilton, if he believes that the finances 
are being mismanaged. It gives the other criteria, 
which is if the financial governance is determined to 
be in a poor state or if it is in the public interests for 
Government to assume the control of the financial 
governance.  

Cabinet’s approval is there and it seems to be 
an afterthought because Cabinet’s approval is first 
required, and there was much made of that fact. One 
wonders how that check and balance would be ap-
plied in practice and would there ever be an opportu-
nity or an occasion when Cabinet deflected or refused 
to follow the recommendation of the Minister of the 
day to take over the finances, for example, of the cor-
poration. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister’s authority extends 
to temporarily assuming full control of a corporation. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, that is major power, again. And I 
come back to my theme. Here we have a Minister who 
is under a serious cloud and we know not where it will 
go once the court proceedings begin, but the court 
proceedings are not the only possible development, 
there may be an investigation. I understand as re-
cently as this morning that there is a police investiga-
tion. So the matter can go in many directions with this 
particular Minister. 

And yet here we have this Minister in this Bill 
featuring with the introduction to him of all of these 
powers. And these powers have the potential for 
completely supporting some of these serious allega-
tions. What do I mean by that? 

If the allegations are established that the Min-
ister got embroiled in the Waterfront lease and sought 
to improve his position financially, well, . . . and now 
he has arrogated on to himself the power to control 
the landlord of the Waterfront lease. As legislators this 
is scandalous! We are actually accommodating, facili-
tating deeper, concerning powers to a Minister in rela-
tion to a matter that is under investigation. Where are 
we that we would not have the Government of the day 

pause and come to the very sensible position . . . this 
is not the Bill— 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable and Learned 
Member is misleading the House. There is no such 
investigation. There is a civil court case. An affidavit 
has been filed, which is, in our view, quite scandalous, 
and affidavits in reply have been filed. There is no in-
vestigation. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I am not misleading the 
House. Today the Acting Governor assured me that a 
police investigation is under way. I do not know where 
my learned colleague— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I can— 
 
The Speaker: Well, Honourable Member, yes. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: There is a police investigation 
of Mr. MacLean. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I completely resent the deflec-
tion. The investigation is not of Mr. MacLean. It is cer-
tainly of these allegations. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The police investigation arises 
out of the affidavit declarations, Mr. Speaker, and that 
is what I was referring to. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The Honourable— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. MacLean, therefore, im-
mediately . . . Mr. MacLean’s evidence, Mr. Speaker, 
implicates four sitting Ministers. So if there is an inves-
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tigation of Mr. MacLean, it is also of these Ministers. It 
is really rather simple. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Members, let us 
stop the cross-talking. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: So those are the concerns. I 
believe that it cannot be said that these are not worthy 
concerns of the Opposition that the powers introduced 
by these amendments to this particular Minister make 
it entirely odious and inappropriate that the Bill should 
be pursued in this House. I do not know what will 
happen when it goes to the other place, whether there 
will be the same level of anxiety by the Independent 
Members of the House. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: It came from the— 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Oh, it came from the Senate? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Well, then that just requires 
me to say that the events that have since developed 
were not present when the Senate considered the 
matter, and I just wonder what impact that might have 
had. 
 But I think we have made our . . . both our 
case and our point about a Municipalities Amendment 
that gives these kinds of powers to the incumbent 
Minister. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable and 
Learned Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 21— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —MP Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, certainly we 
have heard . . . well, I am not going to say heard it all, 
but certainly we have heard a lot today on this issue. 
 There were so many words which have been 
defining of this debate so far. We heard “arrogate”—to 
claim unduly to oneself. The word “jejune” by the Fi-
nance Minister means barren, poor, meagre. I have a 
couple [words] myself. First, I would like to start by 
saying that this Bill, to me, to use a French phrase, 
can be described as being akin to je ne sais quoi. 

 
The Speaker: Please, please help me out, Honour-
able Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: It is indescribable. It is a 
halfway house that is ill-defined and does not suit— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: No, that is exactly what it 
means. Something . . . an indescribable something— 
 
The Speaker: Speak, speak to the Speaker. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: An indescribable some-
thing. And this is what this animal is, this Bill here, in 
that it is neither hot nor cold.  

Certainly, if you want to arrogate to oneself, 
not only the Minister arrogating the additional power 
here, but also the Government, then why not go all the 
way and incorporate fully the Corporation into Gov-
ernment? 

Certainly the former Government faced the 
same dichotomy and decided to democratise the 
electing of Corporation officers. Of course, this made 
many of the Government’s core supporters very un-
happy, and they were determined that they, too, would 
arrogate to themselves the business and other elites 
in Hamilton, the power for themselves, and the willing 
cooperation of this Minister and this Government has 
made that happen. 

Frankly, I do not think that we are going to see 
the Minister, who I now will call the de facto Mayor of 
Hamilton, utilising these powers too much with Mr. 
Gosling and his team. I guess it is just in case the 
power reverts back to the people of Hamilton some-
where down the road and he is going to get in the po-
sition to keep them in their place. 

There is another word, Mr. Speaker— 
 

[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And that word is “supercili-
ous.” Supercilious means, or if you describe someone 
as being supercilious, it means they are acting in a 
contemptuous manner. I contend that the Minister in 
question has acted in a contemptuous manner in the 
exercising of his duties and in, again, his desire to 
arrogate power to himself at variance with the inter-
ests of the community at large.  
 Mr. Speaker, where are the unwashed 
masses who, during the time when we grappled with 
this issue pre-2012, were very quick to call for the 
maintenance of divided government? They were sure 
to make their views known that the PLP Government 
should not seek to arrogate power to itself at the time. 
Where are their voices? Where are the voices of 
those who accused us of acting in a tyrannical fash-
ion?  
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Where are the voices of those who claimed 
that we were dictators and we were intent on consoli-
dating power that would harm the interests of those 
who made these charges? They described us as be-
ing a dictatorship—the former PLP Government. 
Where are those voices today, Mr. Speaker? They are 
silent. Of course they are! Because those same 
voices were very supportive of this same Government 
now—and that Minister in particular, who acts in a 
supercilious fashion in the conduct of his duties and 
his responsibilities to Bermuda’s people. 
 I want to get back to this whole notion of the 
current Minister being now the de facto mayor. It is 
almost in essence now that the current, Mayor Mr. 
Gosling, Mr. Gosling is like, I guess you would . . . he 
is like the City Manager, I guess. And Mr. Fahy is like 
the Mayor because he sits at the executive level. He 
is everything, as my Honourable Leader interpolates, 
that Minister Fahy is the good, the bad and the ugly. 
Certainly, the Bermudian people are starting to have a 
very dim view of that particular Minister. 
 But getting back to the Finance Minister’s 
comments about . . . and his utilising of the word “je-
june.” Jejune is a word that indicates that something is 
barren, poor, meagre. This too can be reflective of this 
Bill as being poor, meagre, lacking in legislative integ-
rity and intent with respect to good governance. Ear-
lier we also had a discussion by the same Finance 
Minister who assiduously claims that they did not give 
a green light or a wink and a nod to the Corporation 
with respect to that guarantee. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, over here we contend that 
that assertion on his part is a distinction without much 
of a difference. Clearly, they were not going to be 
moving in that direction without that wink and a nod, 
that pat on the shoulder, on the part of the Govern-
ment as represented by the Honourable Finance Min-
ister.  
 Mr. Speaker, this is turning into a right mess 
here. And I guess it happens when you compromise 
your principles, or perhaps they do not have an over-
arching principle in government or distinct ideology 
besides governing on behalf of their unenlightened 
self-interests because, certainly, this Bill and various 
others reflect that. 
 What is next for the Minister? Like I said last 
week, before it was the Honourable Premier who was 
known as the tough guy who would keep those people 
in their place. Well, there is a new kid in town now, 
and that is Minister Fahy. I am sure that they will be 
holding parades and firing fireworks every year and 
thanking God that he brought him down from Canada 
to serve their interests, as he continues to Canadian-
ise Bermuda right before our eyes. 
 But like I said also—let us not be shocked 
now—he is viewed by significant numbers of Ber-
mudians as being a man who is working on behalf of 
their interests. They celebrate him, as I have indi-
cated, and will continue to do so, but that does not 

mean that he is acting in the best interests of this 
country, and this is another example of it. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am going to take my seat 
now. I think I have made a number of succinct points 
on this. I look forward to the debate in Committee. 
And, again, we cannot continue to have a man who is 
unelected accumulate the type of power that he is 
now accumulating. Where is the Premier on all of 
this? Why is he allowing this to take place? That is 
another question the Bermudian people should rightly 
ask. And when will the OBA Government do the right 
thing on behalf of the Bermudian people? Because by 
the content included in this Bill, we see that as being a 
consideration that was not up front and centre in their 
deliberations. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18, MP— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It seems like the Honourable At-
torney General, Mr. Speaker, is very excited. What did 
you all have for lunch? Tell me because whatever was 
going on, you all seem kind of happy. 
 
The Speaker: All right. The MP from [constituency] 18 
has the floor, MP Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, good afternoon to 
you. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I would like to . . . 
and if I may, because the Honourable Junior Minister, 
I believe, in his brief . . . and I am hoping that he could 
clarify and I will yield for a clarification, because did 
the Honourable Minister say in his introductory brief 
that there were no objections to this from the Corpora-
tion of St. George’s—that they are in agreement. I do 
not want him to speak, so I was hoping . . . I do not 
mind to yield for clarification if you do not mind— 
 
The Speaker: It is just. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —because it will colour my re-
marks. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you can give a 
clarification if it is not so. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am yielding. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Mr. E. David Burt: Okay. I will repeat. I am attempting 
to ask the Junior Minister for clarification, and I am 
prepared to yield, if he could just advise and remind 
the House and the listening public as to whether or 
not there was agreement for these changes from the 
Corporation of Hamilton and/or the Corporation of St. 
George’s, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: My understanding is 
that they were quite aware of these changes before 
the election. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Well, the Honourable Junior Minister has 
given his answer, and I will not question that. Clearly, 
they were aware of the changes before the election 
because the Bill was tabled in the Senate before the 
election. The question that I asked, however, was did 
they approve?  

What did they say? What did they think? 
 And the reason why I say that is because it 
seems as though if the Minister from another place—
the Honourable Minister Michael Fahy, the Minister of 
whom, you know, the One Bermuda Alliance stands 
behind and lock steps, takes the orders, lets him do 
whatever (Yes, Minister, I will not go there)—it seems 
as though, Mr. Speaker, that once again he has pulled 
one over. And this time he has pulled one over on the 
Corporation of St. George’s, because he has told the 
Corporation of St. George’s that after they objected, 
Minister Fahy advised that this matter would be de-
ferred. And the Corporation was not given any warn-
ing that this was going to be taken up today. 
 So once again we have the issue of the Gov-
ernment saying that they are consulting, but when we 
actually find out in the end they are not consulting at 
all. It seems as though the only person they consult 
with when it comes to municipalities legislation is 
Stephen DaCosta. I do not think the Corporations 
matter; it does not seem so. That is what it seems be-
cause there is where we are. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I think it is very important 
that we remind the public why we are here. Why we 
are here today. Why is Minister Fahy seemingly [find-
ing it] necessary to give himself more control over the 
Corporations? Why does the One Bermuda Alliance 
Government need to give themselves more control 
over the Corporations? And do you know why it is, Mr. 
Speaker? Because they messed it up in the first 
place, and it all has to do with Jetgate and the Water-
front and the payoffs, and the extortion, and the brib-
ery and the tapes. All of it has to come from there. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 

 Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is [imputing] improper motives, and he should 
retract those comments— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, please— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —bribery, extor-
tion—unbelievable, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Honourable Member— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: He should retract 
those. 
 
The Speaker: Right. There is no proof of that, so if 
you could say— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I did not say that 
there was any proof, but I— 
 
The Speaker: Right, right, so, please— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But I do know that there is an affi-
davit which has been filed. And as the Honourable 
Shadow Attorney General said, an affidavit is evi-
dence in a civil court. And that affidavit states that 
Ministers of the Government were extorting— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —or attempting to extort— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —a potential developer. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, as the 
Attorney General has said, there are also other affida-
vits which are out there which essentially deny any of 
those allegations. And I think there is— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —absolutely no bal-
ance here. 
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The Speaker: Right. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member— 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —is [imputing] im-
proper motives. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. All right. 
 Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, here is what I will say, and I will 
say this again, what we are here doing right now is we 
are cleaning up the mess that was created by Michael 
Fahy and Stephen DaCosta. That is what we are here 
doing. But I should say, because I may have mis-
spoke, because it is not the mess created by Michael 
Fahy and Stephen Decosta alone. It is the mess cre-
ated by the Honourable Minister for Economic Devel-
opment, Grant Gibbons, and Stephen DaCosta. It is 
the mess created by the Honourable Attorney Gen-
eral, Trevor Moniz, and Stephen DaCosta. It is the 
mess created by the Honourable Minister of Finance 
and Deputy Premier, Bob Richards, and Stephen 
DaCosta. And, yes, it is the mess created by the Hon-
ourable Premier himself—Premier Michael Dunkley—
and Stephen DaCosta. That is what we are here 
cleaning up today. That is what we are doing. 
 Oh, I hear interpolations from the Honourable 
Junior Minister of Finance talking about “Joker.” In-
deed, that is the nickname of the Minister of Home 
Affairs, according to the affidavit—Joker.  

That is what we are here doing right now, Mr. 
Speaker, we are here discussing what the Joker did to 
this country which caused us to lose control of the car 
park and has exposed this Government and the peo-
ple of this country to untold monies which may come 
from a settlement on the Waterfront. And countless 
amounts of legal bills, while we are cancelling pro-
grammes for children, we can pay money to MJM to 
fight a decision which was warned against in this Par-
liament, which was supported by the One Bermuda 
Alliance. That is what we are here today doing, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 So the Honourable Members can talk about 
Joker, the Honourable Members can make as much 
noise as they want, but the fact is that we would not 
be here if they would have done their jobs and got it 
right the first time. That is simple, Mr. Speaker. 
 So even today when we find out that the origi-
nal approval that led to the Par-la-Ville Car Park being 
taken over was part of this very large plot to allegedly 
extort the developer, the One Bermuda Alliance in 
what can only be [described as] sticking up a middle 
finger to the electorate is saying, We’re going to bring 

this here today. To hell with the allegations, to hell 
with what we are hearing, to hell with the fact that we 
know that Minister Michael Fahy and Stephen 
DaCosta were discussing the very legislation that led 
us here today, because there are tapes proving it. 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We hear all this, Oh, there’s no 
proof. Well, refute that. Point of order that. Talk about 
it; let us hear it. No. That is the thing, Mr. Speaker, 
that is thing. 
 So . . . and they have the audacity to bring 
this here today, Mr. Speaker. When we find out that 
the current Premier knew about the existence of these 
tapes— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —and in a move that is almost 
tantamount to the perversion of justice, contacts the 
developer who has been subject to alleged distortions 
by Ministers in his very own Government to discuss 
the tapes, and then denies that the tapes do not exist, 
or that he never had this discussion. And we have the 
audacity—the Government does—to bring this here 
today, Mr. Speaker?  

Come on! Members of the Backbench, the 
One Bermuda Alliance, should be ashamed! They 
should be ashamed that in their caucus meeting they 
allowed this Government to bring this here today, with 
all of this stuff that is hanging over their heads, that is 
what they are doing, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, let us be reminded we are here 
today because of the mess that they created. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And earlier today . . . and earlier 
today we heard, No. We hear, No, from the Honour-
able Minister of Economic Development. We hear, No, 
the mess we created. Well, I will get to you soon, Mr. 
Minister of Economic Development, do not worry. I 
have got a few quotes for you, Minister of Economic 
Development. 
 But let us remind [you] that while we are here 
today and while the heavy hitters from the front bench 
of the One Bermuda Alliance were busy filibustering 
early this morning, I heard the OBA try to distance 
themselves from the mess that they created. We 
heard it, distance themselves completely, saying that, 
Oh, you know, this is to make sure that the corpora-
tion doesn’t run amok— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —and does things— 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: That Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House. I do not know what he is 
talking about, but he is just making up stuff. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member,— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: He acts like he sits— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank . . . thank— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —in our caucus. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will note that the 
Honourable Junior Minister did not actually say how I 
was misleading the House. But let me continue, be-
cause they attempted to distance themselves from 
their past decisions, they spoke about how, you know, 
the Corporation went ahead and the Corporation lost 
control of Par-la-Ville and all the rest.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, this was a mess that 
they created themselves. And allow me— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —to at least remind the listening 
public how the mess was created. Because on De-
cember 11, 2013, we, Mr. Speaker, were in this very 
same place. And the Honourable current Premier got 
up and said, if I may read from that Hansard, Mr. 
Speaker? If I may, with your permission, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you. 

The Honourable Premier said, (and I quote) 
“Mr. Speaker, until recently, there was no statutory 
provision for the Corporation of Hamilton to provide a 
collateralised third-party guarantee on its property. 
Honourable Members will recall, however, that section 
37 of the Municipalities Act 1923 was amended in Oc-
tober 2013 to provide that guarantees for specific pur-
poses made by the Corporation and approved by the 
Legislature are permissible.”  
 He then went on to say, “Therefore, Mr. 
Speaker, there are appropriate checks and balances 
in place that will be used to protect the assets and 

protect the land in the best interest of the people of 
Bermuda.” He continued and said this, “The Govern-
ment looks forward to the realisation of a five-star ho-
tel on the site of the Par-la-Ville Car Park” and con-
cluded by saying, “and the Government supports the 
approval of this agreement.” 
 
[General uproar] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But today we hear, Oh, no, that 
wasn’t us, that was the Corporation.  
 Mr. Speaker, we are here cleaning up the 
mess that was created by Stephen DaCosta and [is] 
the collective responsibility of the One Bermuda Alli-
ance Cabinet. And their solution to the mess that they 
have created in this scandal, which a “gate” cannot 
even define it, their solution is to put more controls on 
the Corporation of Hamilton. 
 Well, here is what I—on the Corporations 
themselves—and here is what I would say, Mr. 
Speaker. It is very simple. If you were doing your job 
correctly in the first place, we would not have to be 
here. If you were doing your job correctly in the first 
place, we would still be in possession of Par-la-Ville 
Car Park. And if you were doing your job in the first 
place, then you would have done the due diligence 
that was required and you would have made sure that 
you would never have to get to a place where you are 
trying to put more controls in to make sure things like 
this never happen.  

The fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, that 
while the Cabinet of this country and Stephen 
DaCosta were plotting on ways to manipulate the Mu-
nicipalities Act to reach their goal—that is what hap-
pened—while they were manipulating the legislative 
process, Mr. Speaker, to achieve their aim of switch-
ing one contract on the Waterfront for another one 
supported by a guarantee, while they were busy doing 
all of that, they were not busy crossing the i’s and dot-
ting the t’s.  
 Mr. Speaker, if I may, because I would like to, 
again, read from the Hansard of December 11, 2013. 
And when I read from the Hansard of that day, Mr. 
Speaker, this is a lengthy passage, but I think it is very 
important. And it is important because we heard the 
Honourable Junior Minister talk about how, because 
of what happened with the Corporation of Hamilton 
and because of what happened with the loss of the 
Par-la-Ville Car Park, we need to put these additional 
measures in place. Remember, Mr. Speaker, this was 
an agreement that they approved over our objection. 
But when they brought that agreement here . . . I am 
going to read what I said on December 11, 2013. 
 I said, “Mr. Speaker, if the Government did not 
want to be a party to this agreement then why did they 
change the Municipalities Act in the first place, which 
is requiring it to come here?” 
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 I went on to say, “The Government clearly has 
done their due diligence. This clearly went through 
Cabinet. They decided that they need to review what 
the Corporation of Hamilton is doing because they 
want to have oversight of what the Corporation of 
Hamilton is doing, and that is the reason why we are 
here today to discuss. So they have done their review, 
they have made their due diligence, and now they feel 
that this is something that they want to support and 
put their names behind to bring to this House.” 
 Now I went on to say, I continued, Mr. 
Speaker, which is important. “I would assume that this 
lease has been vetted. I would assume that all these 
agreements have been vetted. It has been supported 
by Cabinet and that is the reason they are bringing it 
here. So I do not accept that this is not something that 
the Government is involved in. I do not accept that this 
is about the Corporation of Hamilton and a private 
developer, because that is what it was before and it 
was that way until this Government—against our ob-
jections—changed the law.” 
 Mr. Speaker, if you will allow me to continue 
because I think it is very key. I said; 

“Mr. Speaker, they are a party to this agree-
ment and therefore they should be answering these 
questions. 

“Now, Mr. Speaker, the Minister says that he 
supports this development. I would ask if he could 
please, in his ability to respond when he has a chance 
to respond, enlighten us on the due diligence that was 
done that has led the Government to support this $18 
million guarantee. And the reason why I ask it, Mr. 
Speaker, is I just want to be sure . . . I want to get an 
understanding as to why the Government feels com-
fortable moving forward, because we have heard 
statements in the past that Members on the other side 
have not felt as though this is something that will go 
forward . . . that they are not comfortable with it. 

“I guess the question is, Mr. Speaker, what 
has changed? What has led them to go from a posi-
tion of not comfortable, not going to work, to We now 
support it and this should move forward?” 

Oh, oh. And I will conclude by saying, Mr. 
Speaker, finishing what I said on December 11; 

“I think that that is something that is very key. 
Because when we are talking about an $18 million 
guarantee there is a question that at some point in 
time, via contingent liability, the Government could be 
liable. And I think that this is very important because if 
something were to go wrong, if we are going through 
this and going through the Parliament, then this is the 
$18 million that we could be responsible for in this 
House. I would like to know what due diligence was 
done.” And I will end the quote. 

That was what was said on December 11, 
2013. And against our objections, Mr. Speaker, the 
Government still went ahead and approved this lease. 
The same Government where we now know that there 
were Cabinet Ministers who were saying that . . . be-

cause we have seen Cabinet memorandums and 
minutes from Cabinet memorandums . . . this is like, 
wow! Saying that the project should not proceed. So 
we have Cabinet Ministers saying it should not pro-
ceed and then, all of a sudden, the current Premier 
comes here and says the Government has its full 
support. What changed their position?  

Well, Mr. Speaker, I think the people of this 
country have heard this week what changed their po-
sition. We know . . . whether you think the people of 
this country understand what was at work, we think 
the people of this country can see that this deal, which 
was put together, was done for a purpose that was not 
parliamentary, that was not honourable, and is not 
worthy of certain people’s positions inside this House, 
Mr. Speaker. 

It is something— 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: That Honourable 
Member is imputing improper motives. That absolutely 
is nonsense. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Absolutely non-
sense. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
 Yes, carry on. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have [imputed] no improper 
motive, but if the Honourable Minister of Economic 
Development wants to, I can remind him what the 
Ministerial Code of Conduct says, and it is very clear 
on the standards of behaviour that are expected by 
Ministers. And I am certain that the standard of behav-
iour that is accepted by Ministers is not talking to pri-
vate developers, or talking to private citizens about 
Cabinet memorandums, exchanging Cabinet notes, 
which is specifically prohibited in the Ministerial Code 
of Conduct and is against the very oath that Ministers 
take when they enter ministerial office. 
 So the Minister can talk about, as much as he 
wants, about [imputing] improper motives. What I am 
[imputing] are the facts. And he may not like the facts, 
but he has to live with the facts because he continues 
to sit in a Cabinet which has been without question 
tainted with corruption and he, himself, Mr. Speaker, 
the Honourable Minister of Economic Development 
continues to sit there because he— 



Official Hansard Report 10 July 2015 2713 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —is collectively responsible. 
 
The Speaker: There is a point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 The Honourable Member is, again, [imputing] 
improper motives. This Cabinet is not tainted with cor-
ruption. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Thank you. 
 And I think the . . . be careful . . . Honourable 
Member, choose your words a little better. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, allow me to say 
this— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: When an honourable former Pre-
mier resigns due to lack of transparency and when we 
find out that an honourable former Premier gave incor-
rect and incomplete statements to this very Parlia-
ment, Mr. Speaker, and then when we find out and we 
heard the wonderful statement earlier from the Minis-
ter of Community and Culture, the Honourable Patricia 
Gordon-Pamplin, talking about how if there was any-
thing that she would have found out about anything, 
the One Bermuda Alliance, she could be assured that 
they would not be a member of that organisation . . . 
well, the former Premier, who gave incorrect informa-
tion to this Parliament, is now back in Cabinet. And 
the Honourable Minister for Economic Development 
has the audacity to say that the Cabinet is not tainted 
with corruption? Really? Okay.  
 Well, here is what I would say, Mr. Speaker. I 
would say that if the Minister of Economic Develop-
ment thinks that it is okay for a party to, you know, 
receive this money off the books and his party not to 
know about it, and for a Minister of the Government to 
come to Cabinet and, you know, refuse to answer 
questions . . . sorry, comes to Parliament and refuses 
to answer questions, gives incomplete answers, gives 
misleading answers and answers which are found not 
to be true at the end, and then we find out that in the 
end he retains the Minister’s support . . . I think that 
explains the problem with the One Bermuda Alliance. I 
think that that explains the rot. 

 And I think, Mr. Speaker, that that explains 
why [you see] what you [see] when you look at the 
reaction on social media to this latest episode of mal-
feasance on the part of the One Bermuda Alliance of, 
Oh, my gosh, they’re at it again. I can’t believe it. 
When we see it, it is almost as though they are say-
ing, Oh, my goodness. They are not surprised. It is 
kind of like, we are resigned to a place that this is the 
standard of our politics and we must accept it. 
 I say, Mr. Speaker, no! That is not the stan-
dard. That is not the standard that we should set, and 
especially when the fact is that we are discussing a 
Municipalities amendment, which has been put for-
ward by a Minister who has a cloud hanging over his 
head, who may be a possible subject of a criminal 
investigation, because we know there is an investiga-
tion by the police of “Jetgate.” We know that. So when 
all of this is going on, our standards in this House 
should be better. And I would expect that the Back-
bench of the Government, and especially those Back-
benchers who may be in marginal seats, may want to 
consider their actions today.  

They may want to consider rising and report-
ing progress, or they may want to consider voting 
“no.” Because when you have a place where our citi-
zens are questioning whether or not our leaders are 
actually working in their interest or in their personal 
interest, that is a place, Mr. Speaker, when people 
begin to lose faith, when they begin to lose hope, and 
when our country suffers. 

This is the wrong Bill, Mr. Speaker, at the 
wrong time brought by a Government that has a cloud 
over its head, which is being piloted by a Minister for 
the other place who is quite possibly under criminal 
investigation; and it is something, Mr. Speaker, that 
we at this point in time should not in any way, shape 
or form be proceeding on. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 People in the audience do not participate. I do 
not expect to see anybody clapping hands or doing 
whatever in the audience. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Are there any other Honourable Mem-
bers who care to speak? 
 There are none. So I would call on the Hon-
ourable Junior Minister who brought the Bill. 
 Junior Minister Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Once again we have had a very vigorous de-
bate and I sat here and listened very carefully and 
made some notes. 
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 I think it is interesting, Mr. Speaker, that at the 
beginning when I first read the brief and the Honour-
able Opposition Leader took to his feet in his usual 
blustery, vociferous manner, stated that the Opposi-
tion would not participate in this debate, and then he 
gave a number of vociferous reasons in his blustery 
debating style as to why no one in the Opposition 
would participate in this debate. He took his seat, and 
no one listened to him. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is the Honourable Junior Min-
ister reading from an e-mail or something in writing, or 
is he speaking from the top of his head, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 That is so ludicrous, or as my cousin would 
say, “ludicrisp,” that that Honourable Member would 
think that I cannot stand here and refer to my notes 
and speak off the top of my head. I can do it all day 
long, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member, and— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: So, I will carry on.  
 
The Speaker: You just carry on. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I will carry on, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The Opposition Leader took to his feet and 
stated that the Opposition would not participate in the 
debate. Nobody listened to him. So it made me ask 
the question, who is really the Leader over on that 
side? Who is really calling the shots over on that side? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: If the Honourable Op-
position Leader can take to his feet and state un-
equivocally that the Opposition will not participate in 
this debate, and then nobody listens to him? I think 
the Honourable Opposition Leader better look at his 
watch because I think his time is numbered. And the 
Honourable Member from constituency 29 looks like 
he has got some ideas over there. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: So, I just needed to clar-
ify that for the listening public who may be listening 
now but— 
 
The Speaker: Okay, Honourable Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —were not listening ear-
lier on this morning when we started this debate. That 
Honourable Opposition Leader has got some real is-
sues. 

And I will say this, all of the events this week 
with this affidavit and all these allegations, it so inter-
esting that in the Royal Gazette front page headline 
about the Opposition Leader— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —and his internal threat 
to his leadership— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 Yes, . . . MP [Burt] . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, according to Stand-
ing Orders . . . Standing Orders do say that Ministers 
or Junior Ministers or Members cannot read from their 
notes, and the Honourable Minister might not want to 
look down when he is reading. 
 
The Speaker: I do not think . . . Honourable Member, 
everybody . . . like you look at your . . . you look at 
your computer. We all have to look at something. We 
are not all . . . we are all not that good, Honourable 
Member, so he is not . . .  

Honourable Member, please carry on. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I think that is quite petty, ugly of the Deputy 
. . . the Deputy . . . whatever he calls himself . . . he 
reads off a computer screen all day long. Reads off 
his BlackBerry all day long. We need cameras up in 
here, Mr. Speaker. I cannot wait until we get the cam-
eras so the public can see just how articulate and full 
of verbose vocabulary the Opposition Leader is and 
the Opposition Deputy Leader.  
 So, yes, I am referring to my notes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
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The Speaker: All right. Carry on, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: My notes. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 Honourable Members on the other side, 
please. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Another point that was 
made earlier that I have to take umbrage with is that 
the Opposition . . . they act like they sit in our caucus. 
They talk about the Backbenchers did this and the 
Backbenchers did that, and the Backbenchers do not 
hold the executive to account, and that the Back-
benchers should stand up, and the Backbenchers 
should do this and that. They know nothing, Mr. 
Speaker, because 95 per cent, 98 per cent of what 
they say is so off base. Because I sit in caucus, I am a 
Backbencher. And I will tell them—the Opposition—
and I will tell the people of Bermuda that this Back-
bench [does hold] this Executive to account. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: And they can laugh all 
they want, but those are the facts. Those are the 
facts. That is a fact. They want to talk about facts? 
That is a fact. We hold this Executive to account. 
 Now, there is a campaign of disinformation 
going on in this country. These Honourable Members 
(and I use that term loosely) like to give people 
names. I have heard [someone] called “the Joker.” I 
have heard various aliases being named today. Like 
in the last three days, all of a sudden it is like some-
body read a comic book somewhere and started to 
assign names to various people. The Joker—where 
does that stuff come from? Where does this stuff 
come from, Mr. Speaker? It is an orchestrated cam-
paign, a sustained campaign, of disinformation, de-
ceit, and I know exactly where it is coming from, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 So being we are in the business of assigning 
names to people, I have come up with my own name, 
Mr. Speaker, and he is called the “Wizard of Oz.” We 
have a Wizard of Oz in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. He is 
calling the shots. He is dictating to the Opposition 
what their political strategy is going to be because all 
of this today, Mr. Speaker, is strictly political strategy 
from behind the curtain. Like when you go to the doc-
tor and the doctor says, Go behind the curtain and 
take your coat off and I’ll check your heart and check 
your knee. This is what is going on. And I want the 
Bermudian public to understand what is going on. The 
Wizard of Oz is behind the curtain and he is dictating 
the strategy of the Opposition. He is telling them who 
is going to speak when and who is going to speak to 

what—and it is sustained, it is unrelenting, and it is 
deceitful. 
 
An Hon. Member: Bribery and corruption. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: This is all about deceiv-
ing the people of Bermuda, once again, Mr. Speaker. 
This is . . . we had to just give you part four— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, take your seat. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 17. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of clarification. What legisla-
tion are we debating? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, right. He is responding to some of 
the comments, Honourable Member, I think. 
 Carry on. Carry on. It has been . . . we have 
been quite . . . quite . . . it has been quite wide, so 
Honourable Member, carry on. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I appreciate your tolerance because I have 
sat here and my fellow Government MPs have sat 
here for a few hours and listened to all sorts of spuri-
ous, nasty allegations being thrown our way. And if 
the Opposition Members think that I am going to sit 
here and take it sitting down, they have another thing 
coming, Mr. Speaker, because that is not who I am. 
 So a campaign, a sustained campaign of dis-
information is going on right now. And I want the peo-
ple of Bermuda to understand where it is coming from, 
who is authoring it, who is handing out the scripts to 
the various members of the Opposition. That is what 
this is about. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I did not say that, but if 
the cap fits, wear it. 
 Let us speak about the gentleman who made 
the affidavit, Mr. Speaker, because I remember clearly 
when I was first elected and appointed Minister of the 
Environment and Planning, I received a call from that 
gentleman at my house one evening when I was 
watching Jeopardy. He called me and was speaking 
to me like a long lost friend and how he wanted to 
meet with me, and how he insisted that I had to assist 
him in achieving his goals. And I listened to this gen-
tleman very carefully because I really did not know 
who he was. And then he told me who he was, and I 
said, Listen, my friend, I don’t know you from a can of 
paint. So if you want to meet with me, call my Gov-
ernment office, make an appointment with the secre-
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tary like everybody else that I meet with, and then we 
will meet with my Permanent Secretary, and I will lis-
ten to what you have to say. And I never received a 
call back from that gentleman.  

And I am so glad that I did not, Mr. Speaker, 
because . . . you know sometimes how you have a gut 
feeling? I call it my instinct. And my instinct is very 
rarely wrong. And when that gentleman called me I 
said, You know what? Something about this gentle-
man . . . I am not feeling this, something’s not right 
here. 
 So he has made an affidavit, Mr. Speaker, 
and everybody has talked about affidavits and corrup-
tion and this, that and the other. He has made an affi-
davit. He has made some allegations. And now peo-
ple have made affidavits. So my point is this, Mr. 
Speaker, an affidavit is just . . . anybody can say any-
thing. I can make an affidavit and say I saw a space-
ship, you know, and it landed down on Front Street 
and a green man came out and they were dancing to 
soca. It is ridiculous. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: So my point is this, Mr. 
Speaker, these Honourable Members want to cast 
aspersions and call us corrupt and . . . and all sorts of 
disgusting, despicable names because, Mr. Speaker, 
they know what they were culpable of doing when 
they were Government, and the best offence—now, 
let me get it right. The best defence is a strong of-
fence. And they are on the offence right now because 
they know what is coming. I want the Bermudian peo-
ple to understand what is going on here now. It has 
been too long that Bermudians have been manipu-
lated by politicians. Okay?  
 Mr. Speaker, they do not like it when I talk like 
this, because I can talk like this. And I could talk like 
this all day long. 
 So let us get back . . . I believe I have covered 
my points. Oh! I do want to make this point. We are 
talking about the Municipalities Amendment Act. We 
had a rogue organisation in the City of Hamilton. As 
they say, They were off the chain. They were just do-
ing all sorts of stuff, just spending money ridiculously, 
suing whenever they felt like it. We do not even know 
what the final tab is going to be, but the current ad-
ministration is looking at that tab and putting it all to-
gether. It is going to be a big number.  

So this Bill was the genesis of what was going 
on in that Hamilton Corporation under the previous 
administration. They were obstructionists. They were 
not cooperating with us. The list went on and on. And 
the Bermudian people—the Bermudian people who 
we are elected to represent—wanted this Govern-
ment—the One Bermuda Alliance Government—to do 
something about it. 

 I was hearing it every day when I walked the 
street, You gotta do something about that corporation. 
My fellow MPs were hearing it. I know the Opposition 
Members were hearing it, but they want to act like this 
did not happen. That all of a sudden one day the Min-
ister jumped up and said, You know what? I think I 
want total control over the Corporation of Hamilton—
Bam! It is ridiculous. This was done as a direct result 
of the maladministration of the previous Corporation of 
Hamilton administration. 

And I have to say that this was laid before the 
election. Everyone in the Corporation of Hamilton who 
was running for office knew about it. Everybody in the 
town of St. George’s who was running for office knew 
about it. They went into the election with their eyes 
wide open. So they knew this was coming. So what is 
the big deal? They knew it was coming.  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: So now we are imple-
menting what we said we would implement. And I am 
quite sure . . . that Honourable Member is over there 
. . . that Opposition Leader is just talking a bunch of 
nonsense. And he is good at that. That is why he 
should revert back to his strategy over the last couple 
of weeks and not speak, because every time he 
speaks they go down in the polls, so keep speaking. 
Every time he opens his mouth—beep!—a drop in the 
polls. Beep! Oh, he has 15 per cent popularity—that is 
the Opposition Leader currently—Beep! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Junior Minister is 
misleading the House because he just spoke about 
15 per cent approval ratings. I do believe that the 
Honourable Opposition Leader’s approval ratings are 
equal to that of his Leader. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Twenty-three per cent 
approval— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —for the Opposition 
Leader. Make no mistake about it, Mr. Speaker, not 
too good at all. That is why they are all scrambling 
saying, Who is going to be our Leader going into the 
next election? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: This is not about our 
Leader. It is about the Honourable Opposition Leader, 
Marc Bean. 
 So I was saying, Mr. Speaker, that Bermudi-
ans want this. They wanted it then, they want it now, 
and we are doing it. 
 And with that I move that the Bill be commit-
ted, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 It has been moved by the Honourable Junior 
Minister that the Bill be now committed. 
 Are there any objections? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: You object to it? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 

All those in favour of the Bill going to Commit-
tee, please, say Aye. 
 
AYES. 
 
The Speaker: Those against, say Nay. 
 
NOES. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like the Ayes have it. 

It looks like we want to have a division, so if 
you could . . . if we could ring the bell. 
 
[Pause for ringing of the bell] 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members! 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Oh, yes, Honourable Member. It has 
been moved that the Bill be committed and there were 
objections. 

 Can we close the door? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Sorry? Another minute? 

Sorry, sorry. There is another minute to go. It 
looks like everybody is here though. Another minute to 
go. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. It is time. Please close the 
door. 
 
The Deputy Clerk: 
 

DIVISION 
[Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, Second 

Reading] 
 
Ayes: 18 Noes: 16 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden Hon. Marc A. R. Bean 
Mr. Kenneth Bascome Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier Mr. Walton Brown 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr. 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley Mr. E. David Burt 
Dr. the Hon. E. G. Gibbons Mr. Rolfe Commissiong 
Hon. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva 
Mrs. S. Roberts-Holshouser Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson Hon. Wayne L. Furbert 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz Hon. Dennis P. Lister 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge Mr. Walter H. Roban 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards Hon. Michael J. Scott 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr. Mr. W. Lawrence Scott 
Ms. Leah K. Scott Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott Mr. Michael A. Weeks 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons Ms. Kim N. Wilson 
Mr. Glen Smith 
Mr. Jeff Sousa 
 

Absent: 1 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill 

 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Ayes have it, 18 to 16. 
 So the Bill will be committed and I ask that the 
Deputy Speaker please take the Chair [of Committee]. 
 
[Pause] 
 

House in Committee at 5:44 pm 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 
MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015 
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The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole House for further consideration of the Bill 
entitled Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015. 
 I call on the Junior Minister in charge, please 
proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 There are seven clauses to this Bill. I would 
like to move all clauses, 1 through 7. 
 
The Chairman: It has been proposed that clauses 1 
through 7 be moved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Clause 1 gives the citation of the Bill and is 
self-explanatory. 

Clause 2 amends section 1(1) of the principal 
Act to insert a new definition, “Minister’s representa-
tive,” being a public officer to whom the Minister re-
sponsible for municipalities has delegated certain of 
his functions under the new section 7AB.  

Clause 3 amends section 7 of the principal 
Act to require the approval of the Minister for any 
resolution passed by a corporation on or after 7 May 
2015, such approval to be signified in writing either by 
the Minister or the Minister’s representative where 
authorised to do so. The provisions requiring such 
approval are deemed to have come into operation on 
7 May 2015, and any approval of such resolution 
given by the Minister before the coming into operation 
of the Bill is deemed to be validly given. 

Clause 4 inserts two new sections into the 
principal Act. The new section 7AA allows the Minister 
to issue binding ministerial directions to a Corporation. 
This section is very similar to provisions governing the 
West End Development Corporation and the Bermuda 
Land Development Company Limited, permitting bind-
ing general and specific directions to be given to them 
by their respective Ministers. The new section 7AB 
would allow the Minister to appoint a public officer as 
his delegated representative to, among other things, 
attend meetings of a Corporation. The appointment 
would facilitate communications between the Corpora-
tions and the Ministry. The section would also allow 
the Minister to delegate functions to any employee or 
officer of a Corporation which is under the Minister’s 
stewardship or control in order to oversee the efficient 
execution of its day-to-day affairs. 

Clause 5 amends section 7B of the principal 
Act to insert a number of subsections dealing with the 
assumption of stewardship or control of a Corporation 
by the Minister. The new subsection (6A) explicitly 
sets out the Minister’s authority to temporarily take 
over the financial governance of a Corporation where 

he believes that: (a) the Corporation’s finances are 
being mismanaged, or that its financial governance is 
otherwise in a poor state, and (b) that it is in the public 
interest for the Government to temporarily assume 
control of the Corporation’s financial governance. 
Cabinet’s approval would first be required. 

The new subsection (6B) explicitly sets out 
the Minister’s authority to temporarily assume full con-
trol of a Corporation where he believes that: (a) the 
Corporation is being mismanaged, or that its govern-
ance is otherwise in a poor state, and (b) that it is in 
the public interest for the Government to temporarily 
assume control of the governance of the Corporation. 
Cabinet’s approval would first be required. 

The new subsection (6E) deems the Minister 
to act in a Corporation’s place where stewardship or 
control is temporarily assumed, and any such acts 
shall be deemed to be the acts of the Corporation. For 
the avoidance of doubt, the Minister would be author-
ised: (a) to do anything that appears to him necessary 
to secure that the Corporation’s functions are exer-
cised and performed in an efficient manner, or (b) to 
discontinue or restrict any of the Corporation’s activi-
ties. The remaining provisions deal with the manner in 
which stewardship or control is to be assumed and 
relinquished by the Minister. 

Clause 6 makes an amendment which is re-
lated to the amendment in clause 7. Certain ratings 
ordinances must presently be confirmed by the Minis-
ter. As the amendment in clause 7 would require all 
ordinances to be approved by the Minister, the refer-
ence to confirmation by the Minister would be redun-
dant. 

Clause 7 amends section 38(3)(b) of the prin-
cipal Act. That provision presently requires proposed 
municipal ordinances to be submitted in draft to the 
Minister and the Attorney General for their review. 
This would be amended to also require their approval. 

 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 7? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17, Pembroke Central, Mr. C. Walton D. 
Brown, Shadow Minister for Immigration and External 
Affairs. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Would you be specific and help me 
with the clauses? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Oh, without question. You have 
trained me well, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
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Mr. Walton Brown: So referring first of all to clause 4, 
what this proposed amendment does . . . and it is im-
portant for the public to understand, it effectively takes 
away any autonomy of the Corporations. It renders 
the Corporations akin to a Government department or 
quango. Because what it says here is the Minister 
may give direction to the Corporation—written direc-
tions—of a general or of a specific character. That is 
complete latitude to do anything and everything with 
the Corporations. It really makes no sense whatso-
ever to have a quasi-democratically elected Corpora-
tion if the Minister is effectively just taking all the 
power to do everything and anything he wishes. 
 So it is important for the public to understand 
this is what this amendment does. Everything else 
underneath it is just fluff. The essence of section 4 is 
to give the Minister complete power to give complete 
direction to any corporation on any matter . . . on any 
matter whatsoever. So we oppose that section. 
 To add to the insult of a quasi-democratically 
elected entity, clause 4, [section] 7AB, allows for the 
Minister to delegate functions to a public officer. So 
here you have a corporation, which for over 100 . . . I 
do not know how many years, over 120 years, has 
had the authority to run its affairs [with] a large degree 
of autonomy, not only are you saying that the Minister 
can now give direction on any matter whatsoever, but 
the Minister’s powers can be delegated to a public 
officer. So you have the juxtaposition of two entities of 
governance—the Corporation and the Government—
but you will have a Government officer being able to 
take the functions of the Minister. So what we are see-
ing is, what I called earlier, the neutering of the power 
of the Corporation through these proposed amend-
ments. 
 Section 5 gives the power to the Minister to 
take over the finances if the Minister believes that the 
Corporation’s finances are being mismanaged. Com-
parable legislation, if you are going to go down this 
route, would be based on some kind of an objective 
assessment, so there [would be] some entity that is 
somewhat neutral which [would say], We have come 
to a position that the finances are being mismanaged 
and, therefore, power can be granted to the Minister 
to assume some rate of responsibility. This legislation 
does not even do that. So there is not even a test, a 
litmus test of credibility for the powers of the Minister 
to make decisions, because it is just what the Minister 
believes, no third-party assessment, nothing of that 
sort. 
 This same provision allows for the Govern-
ment to assume temporary control of the finances if 
the Minister believes that the Corporation’s actions 
are inconsistent or contrary to the wishes of Govern-
ment policy. But these are separate entities, Madam 
Chairman, so there may well come an occasion . . . 
there may well be a number of occasions where the 
Corporation wishes to do something which hitherto it 
has had the statutory power to be able to do. This leg-

islation—this proposed legislation—will now say the 
interest of the Government will always supersede that 
of the Corporation. There may well be legitimate rea-
sons why the Corporation may decide on a particular 
plan of action, but this proposed legislation gives the 
Minister of the Government the authority to override 
that because the interests of Government are deemed 
to be more important than the interests of the Corpo-
ration, even though the Corporation is to a greater 
extent (more or less) democratically elected by the 
people. 
 So I have a challenge . . . we have a chal-
lenge with these provisions.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Chairman, the Honour-
able Junior Minister likes to interject with all kinds of 
commentary, but this is precisely what a debate is 
about. It provides an opportunity for the Opposition to 
be able to critique Government legislation because it 
is a cornerstone of democracy. If the Junior Minister 
does not appreciate that, maybe he is in the wrong 
forum, but we are here to debate the issues— 
 
The Chairman: Member, just focus on me. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: —I am, I am 100 per cent fo-
cused on you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: And all Members will be silent so that 
I can hear him clearly. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Chairman, I am just trying 
to assist members of the public who may be listening 
and wonder why there are persistent interjections on 
an issue where the Government is attempting to com-
pletely take away power from the Corporation.
 Madam Chairman, if the intent of the Gov-
ernment through these amendments is to achieve the 
purpose of having the kind of control that it feels it 
needs to have, the obvious and simple remedy would 
be to add one further provision to these amendments 
and take away a democratically elected corporation 
altogether. Because that is what these amendments 
achieve, yet you keep a facade of a democracy. And 
so what we have is the Government saying, We be-
lieve in the democratic process for the Corporation, 
but these provisions effectively take away every single 
democratic right that was vested in the members of 
the Corporation by the election process. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 7? 
 There are no other Members. 
 Junior Minister, you have the floor. 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 And I want to thank the Honourable Member 
for his contribution. He is always . . . he is one of the 
more astute Members over on that side, so I enjoy 
listening to him and— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: You still need to apologise.  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: —he is very good. 
 I am going to try and address the clauses that 
he has specific issues with. The Honourable Member 
referred to clause 4 and the Corporation is still a statu-
tory corporation. He compared it to a quango or a 
government department. In clause 4, power does not 
have to be invoked. It is optional on the part of the 
Minister, so the Minister, even though he has over-
sight, it states clearly in my brief that the Minister is 
not trying to run the day-to-day operations of the Cor-
poration of Hamilton or the Corporation of St. 
George’s. So the power does not have to be invoked. 
It is optional on the part of the Minister; and it is the 
same across Government, so I do not see an issue 
there. 
 His other point was section 7AB where he 
references the public officer who is appointed by the 
Minister. Well, it clearly states in the legislation and in 
my brief that the public officer, he still has to act in 
accordance with the Minister’s direction, so the Minis-
ter is in control, but the officer has to act with the Min-
ister’s direction. The public officer, because he has to 
act with the Minister’s direction, his powers do not in-
clude the power to take over stewardship or issue di-
rections or the power to agree to ordinances. He is 
mainly . . . he will sit ex officio, similar to someone 
who sits ex officio on a Government board. They rep-
resent the Minister, but they do not vote. They are 
basically there to observe, take notes, and report back 
to the Minister. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Two points— 
 
The Chairman: Back to [section] 7AB? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: My first point— 
 
The Chairman: About clause 4? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, clause 4. 
 The Junior Minister is missing the point en-
tirely. What is important for us as legislators is not 
what is in the Ministerial brief; it is what is in the legis-
lation, because it is the legislation that is going to be-

come law as opposed to the Ministerial brief. And so 
notwithstanding that the intent of the Minister is to not 
intervene unless there is some overriding issue that 
arises, the law does not speak to that. The law simply 
gives the power to the Minister to intervene. There is 
no caveat that says there has to be some crises or 
some event and so forth, and you know, the law is 
being made for the Minister responsible. 

It is beyond doubt that the current Minister will 
not always be the Minister responsible. And so, how 
on earth can we validate such a piece of legislation 
when the intent is that it only be utilised under excep-
tional circumstances, yet the wording does not speak 
to that? The wording says under any circumstances 
. . . It does not say that. The wording does not say that 
it has to be under special circumstances. It just says 
the Minister has that power and the Minister alone can 
make that determination. 
 So, the Honourable Junior Minister has a dis-
connect between the comments in the brief and the 
actual wording of the legislation. And I have heard 
some comments that it has to be Cabinet’s decision. 
But the point remains the same. Cabinet will therefore 
have the authority to act whenever it sees fit to inter-
vene to address or to control affairs of the Corporation 
of Hamilton and St. George’s. It does not have to be 
provoked by a critical or crisis event. So I seek greater 
clarification. And perhaps the Junior Minister might be 
prepared and the Government might be prepared to 
entertain an amendment that speaks to exceptional 
circumstances. 
 So, I just heard the Junior Minister say, No, 
there is no intent to consider any such amendment. 
So, the law as it will stand is that the Government will 
have complete authority to intervene in any of the af-
fairs of the Corporations of St. George’s and Hamilton, 
without there being any critical events that provoke 
such intervention. This is the law that we are passing. 
It is not for exceptional circumstances. It is for any 
circumstance the Minister deems suitable. 
 The second point, Madam Chairman, relates 
to the Junior Minister’s apparent confusion about my 
argument with respect to the Minister’s power to ap-
point an officer. I cannot remember the exact term—a 
public officer, right. The point that was being made, 
Madam Chairman, was not that the public officer is 
accountable to the Minister; that is very clear from the 
legislation. The point is that you will have, once this 
legislation passes, a civil servant in the Bermuda 
Government being able to be intermediately involved 
in the affairs of a separate government. Because the 
Bermuda Government, the Executive is one arm of 
government. The corporation represents another arm 
of government. And so what we are now doing is col-
luding, collapsing some of those responsibilities. And 
there should be a separation. 
 So, again I say if the Government wants to 
take control of the corporations, they should take con-
trol, not act like you are retaining the appearance of 
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democracy and separation when, in fact, that is not 
the case. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 7? 
 The Chair recognises the Junior Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 In relation to clause 4, the relationship that the 
Honourable Member refers to, it is not unprecedented. 
This power currently exists for the BLDC [Bermuda 
Land Development Corporation], for WEDCO and for 
other statutory bodies. So, it already exists. It is not 
unprecedented. And we do not have an issue on this 
side with it. 
 In terms of his other point, I do not know how I 
can address his concern. The legislation is what it is. 
We are comfortable with it. And I understand what he 
is trying to say. But I really do not know how we can 
address it at this juncture. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Yes, the Chair recognises the Member from 
constituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Sorry, Madam Chairman.  
 The Honourable Member has . . . Here is the 
point. I am not sure how sympathetic he is to it. But if 
he really wishes to have it addressed, there is a rem-
edy. That is what amendments are for. So, that rem-
edy does exist. But I understand the Junior Minister is 
not prepared to consider it. 
 And to make the point that the issue of a pub-
lic officer sitting in on meetings of other entities al-
ready exists and there is a precedent for it, of course 
there is. But all of those entities are government enti-
ties. Those are all entities set up by the government, 
and the government appoints those boards. The cor-
poration is not appointed by the government. The cor-
porations are elected by the voters. And so, we are 
talking about something that is completely different. 
But the fact that the Junior Minister has made that 
point simply reinforces the position that the corpora-
tions will now be seen just as any other quango. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 7? 
 There are no other Members. 
 I call on the Junior Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I thank the Honourable Member for his contri-
bution. 
 At this point, I would just like to move the 
clauses. 

 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 
through 7 be approved as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 All those in favour, say Aye. 
 
AYES. 
 
The Chairman: The Ayes have it. 
 Are there any Noes? 
 
NOES. 
 
The Chairman: The Ayes have it. Thank you. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 7 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: The Preamble? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I now move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move that the Bill be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. There are three Members 
who are standing to their feet. We will call names. 
 
[Pause for the ringing of the bell] 
 
The Chairman: The bell has been rung. There are 
two minutes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Members. The time is up. 

We are voting on the motion that the Bill enti-
tled Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 be 
reported to the House. We will now call names. 
 
The Deputy Clerk: 
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DIVISION 
[Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, Commit-

tee] 
 
Ayes: 18 Noes: 16 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden Hon. Marc A. R. Bean 
Mr. Kenneth Bascome Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier Mr. Walton Brown 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr. 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley  Mr. E. David Burt 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons  Mr. Rolfe Commissiong 
Hon. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin  Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva  
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson  Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz  Hon. Wayne L. Furbert 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge  Hon. Dennis P. Lister 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill Mr. Walter H. Roban 
Mr. E. T. (Bob) Richards Hon. Michael J. Scott 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr. Mr. W. Lawrence Scott 
Ms. Leah K. Scott Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott Mr. Michael A. Weeks 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons Ms. Kim N. Wilson 
Mr. Glen Smith  
Mr. Jeff Sousa 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much, Members. The 
Ayes, or yeses, have it at 18 votes. The Nays were 
16, so the Ayes have it. 

The Bill will be reported to the House as 
printed. 

 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried by majority on division: The Municipali-
ties Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 was considered by 
a Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 6:14 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE  
 

MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we have had the 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 in the 
name of the Junior Minister of Home Affairs. The Sec-
ond Reading [and Committee stage] have been ap-
proved. Are there any objections to that? 
 All those in favour, say Aye.  
 
AYES. 
 
The Speaker:  Those against, say Nay. 
 
NAYS. 
 
The Speaker: The Ayes have it. 

 We now move to—sorry, Order No. 3 is car-
ried over. 
 Order No. 4 is carried over. 
 We are now on Order No. 5, which is consid-
eration of the draft Order entitled Tucker’s Point Re-
sort Residential Development (Hamilton and St. 
George’s Parishes) Special Development Amendment 
Order 2015, in the name of the Junior Minister of 
Home Affairs. 
 So, Junior Minister Sylvan Richards, you have 
the floor again. 
 

DRAFT ORDER 
 

TUCKER’S POINT RESORT RESIDENTIAL DE-
VELOPMENT (HAMILTON AND ST. GEORGE’S 
PARISHES) SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT AMEND-

MENT ORDER 2015 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that consideration be 
given to the Draft Order entitled the Tucker’s Point 
Resort Residential Development (Hamilton and St. 
George’s Parishes) Special Development Amendment 
Order 2015, proposed to be made by section 15(2)(a) 
of the Development and Planning Act 1974. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 Any objections? 
 Minister, please carry on. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members of the 
House, I am pleased to introduce the Order entitled 
Tucker’s Point Resort Residential Development (Ham-
ilton and St. George’s Parishes) Special Development 
Amendment Order 2015, on behalf of the substantive 
Minister of Home Affairs, Senator the Honourable Mi-
chael Fahy. 
 This Order seeks to amend the Tucker’s Point 
Resort Residential Development (Hamilton and St. 
George’s Parishes) Special Development Order 2011, 
also known as the Tucker’s Point SDO, to allow for 
alternative methods of geotechnical assessment to be 
used on the property, other than exploratory bore-
holes, at the discretion of the Development Applica-
tions Board.  
 Mr. Speaker, you may recall the 2011 
Tucker’s Point SDO granted planning permission for 
draft plans of subdivision for residential development 
at the Tucker’s Point property. Given the geological 
condition of the sedimentary rock, the SDO specified 
that to determine the extent and location of caves or 
voids and of cave features, a minimum of five explora-
tory boreholes are to be drilled down to a depth of 26 
feet in each of the approved residential lots. The 
boreholes are to be placed where the footprint of a 
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structure is proposed to be built. Boreholes are used 
also where excavation greater than four feet in depth 
is proposed for the installation of utilities and services. 
However, boreholes are an invasive and damaging 
form of survey. Since the SDO was approved by the 
House in 2011, it has been determined that less inva-
sive exploratory methods are available for the neces-
sary geotechnical assessment. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the course of processing the 
application for approval of the final plans of subdivi-
sion, such an alternative method was taken into ac-
count by the Development Applications Board. At the 
appeal hearing following the board’s decision to ap-
prove the final plans of subdivision, it was considered 
that an amendment of the SDO was required for any 
alternative methods of geotechnical assessment to be 
used. Therefore, the amendment Order before you 
now will give the Development Applications Board the 
flexibility to consider alternative methods of geotech-
nical assessment in addition to exploratory boreholes. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition. The Honourable Marc Bean, 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise on behalf of the Opposition, one, to hon-
our our word to the technical officers who were here 
just before lunch, where we indicated that we have no 
problem with this regulation and we support it, and for 
them not to spend valuable time sitting up here wait-
ing for us to have the debate. And so we, again, sup-
port this. We find it to be housekeeping in terms of 
ensuring that there is sustainability and the proper 
surveys are carried out. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 15. MP Roban, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wish to rise merely to be totally behind the 
Honourable Shadow of the Environment’s statement 
of supporting this. As the former Minister who brought 
the Tucker’s Point SDO here, this is a matter that re-
mains, I believe, important to everyone. It was to en-
sure that whatever developments were done there 
were done with integrity and in a way that would not, 
in any serious way other than what was required, cre-
ate any damage or unsettle the natural environment 
that is a part of that area of the Island. 
 So, this is clearly an amendment to ensure 
that methods are used that are up to date, that ensure 

the minimal invasiveness to any necessary technical 
activity, to ensure the best possible development in 
the interest of the land, interest of all those concerned, 
and to ensure that whatever purposes are attached to 
the Special Development Order are followed. So that 
is good, and that is one other reason why we support 
this particular measure. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 There are none, so I revert back to the Junior 
Minister. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the draft Order be 
approved and that a message be sent from this Hon-
ourable House to His Excellency the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 It has been moved that this draft Order be 
approved and that a message be sent to the Gover-
nor. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. So, the matter will be for-
warded to the Governor. 
 
[Motion carried: The Draft Order entitled the Tucker’s 
Point Resort Residential Development (Hamilton and 
St. George’s Parishes) Special Development Amend-
ment Order 2015 was considered by the whole House 
and approved.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
 I will now move next to . . . Remember this 
morning, I indicated that the Premier would be making 
a Statement this afternoon. And so, I am now going to 
ask the Premier if he will please . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. We are just going to do this first 
and then do the rest of the orders. Yes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. So, the [copies of the] State-
ment are being handed out now. So I will ask that the 
Premier . . . And just so that Members would be 
aware, there are 22 minutes left in the Question Pe-
riod. 
 Honourable Premier. 
 

STATEMENT BY MINISTER AND/OR  
JUNIOR MINISTER 

[Recommitted] 
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OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for your indulgence 
this evening to allow me to make this Statement out-
side of the normal time for such Statements, given 
that I was unable to be present this morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have just concluded visits to 
Chicago and Toronto and am pleased to update this 
Honourable House on the outcome of these visits. 
Firstly, on Wednesday, with the Minister of Tourism 
Development and Transport, the CEO of the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority, and the General Manager of the L. 
F. Wade International Airport, we met in Chicago with 
key executives of United Airlines. 
 Mr. Speaker, you would be aware that United 
Airlines serves a major route for us from Newark, New 
Jersey. The route is of particular interest to us be-
cause it serves the business, leisure and resident 
markets out of one of our major catchment areas. Mr. 
Speaker, you would also be aware that United Airlines 
curtailed its winter service and has now resumed 
normal service for the summer. The reduction in ser-
vice has caused us a significant concern. The purpose 
of our visit, therefore, was to demonstrate to United 
Airlines our keen desire to work with them to ensure 
that the winter service is not eliminated again. 
 Mr. Speaker, we certainly appreciate the chal-
lenges faced by airlines today. We fully understand 
that they must utilise their aircraft in a manner that will 
yield the greatest return. We also understand that the 
aircraft used to service Bermuda in the winter could 
perhaps be more profitably used on other routes. Our 
message to United Airlines was that Bermuda is back 
in business and greater things are to come. We spoke 
of the significant hotel developments that are poised 
to commence. We spoke of attempts to increase in-
ternational business in Bermuda. We spoke of the 
significant impact the America’s Cup will have on our 
economy, bringing teams, their families and their 
friends to Bermuda even before the events them-
selves attract new visitors. We spoke of the confi-
dence that is brewing around Bermuda as a place for 
business and leisure. 
 Mr. Speaker, United Airlines, who cannot 
make strategic business decisions simply on the plea 
of a Government team, no matter how passionate and 
how convincing, was most grateful for the data that 
our team presented in support of our optimism. It is 
now up to United Airlines to consider our case before 
discussions continue. I am hopeful that a solution can 
be found, and I anticipate that the Minister of Tourism 
Development and Transport, my colleague the Hon-
ourable Shawn Crockwell, will rise soon in this Hon-
ourable Chamber to advise of some progress. 
 Mr. Speaker, I must add that we approached 
our meeting with a degree of concern. You might re-
call that it was on Wednesday that United Airlines was 
forced to ground their entire fleet as a result of a com-

puter incident. A number of the key executives with 
whom we were to meet with would have been actively 
involved in addressing this critical and potentially 
catastrophic failure. To their immense credit, our dis-
cussions continued unimpeded, and their flights were 
able to resume full service in short order. Not only 
were we concerned about the meeting, but we were 
scheduled to fly later in the day to Toronto, via United 
Airlines, immediately following the meeting. I am 
pleased to say that our flight was not cancelled; it was 
only delayed by an hour. 
 Mr. Speaker, that flight took us to the second 
purpose of my travels. I was honoured to have been 
invited, on behalf of Bermuda, to be a panellist at the 
International Economic Forum of the Americas—
Toronto Global Forum. The focus of our panel was on 
a shared vision for the Caribbean. This provided an 
opportunity for me to share with participants the sig-
nificant impact Bermuda has on the global economy. 
There is no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that Bermuda 
punches far above its weight. 
 Also on the panel were Prime Ministers and 
Premiers from Grenada, the British Virgin Islands and 
Aruba. As you would no doubt be aware, we share 
much in common with our fellow island nations. 
Clearly, there are factors that distinguish us, and we 
will be forceful advocates of those distinctions, but we 
can and must learn from each other. We have a solid 
record of doing so, and this must continue. 
 Mr. Speaker, the International Forum of the 
Americas presented us with an invaluable platform to 
inform the broader American region of our strengths 
and of the opportunities that exist in Bermuda. The 
brand Bermuda is making a significant presence in not 
only the international business sector, but also in the 
leisure travel sector. As we so well know, both of 
these sectors work synergistically together. 
 Through the efforts of international business 
partners, their professional associations, marketing 
teams, the Bermuda Business Development Agency, 
the Tourism Authority and the Government, we are 
reaching out to new markets, particularly in Latin 
America. So those present would have heard our 
message that we are open to new business and are 
ready to welcome them to our shores, for both work 
and pleasure. 
 Mr. Speaker, the forum was timed to coincide 
with the opening of the Pan American Games, also 
held in Toronto. It had been my hope to remain in To-
ronto to support our athletes as they proudly represent 
Bermuda. However, our work here in this Honourable 
House is not yet done; much important work for the 
good of this wonderful country remains to be accom-
plished. So I am here to get on with the people’s busi-
ness. 
 Nevertheless, with the assistance of the Min-
istry of Community, Culture and Sport, the Bermuda 
Olympic Association and their officials on the ground 
in Toronto, I was able to visit a number of our athletes 
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in the Athletes’ Village. Mr. Speaker, it was indeed a 
pleasure to spend some time with our young competi-
tors, who are so thrilled and keen to represent their 
Island home. Sport is able to elicit national pride in 
both competitors and the people of a nation in a way 
like none other. That pride was certainly evident 
among our athletes. It is contagious, and I encourage 
all of us to support our athletes as they represent us in 
Toronto. 
 Mr. Speaker, Toronto provided another oppor-
tunity for me to experience national pride. I was aware 
that a Bermudian, Mr. Tim Terceira, was the General 
Manager of the Toronto Ritz-Carlton. You would know 
that the Ritz-Carlton is one of the foremost luxury ho-
tels in the world, whose level of service sets the stan-
dard for others to emulate. The Toronto Ritz-Carlton 
rates as one of the best of all of the Ritz-Carlton prop-
erties. The level of performance is directly related to 
the leadership of Tim Terceira. 
 And this is not just the boastings of a proud 
Bermudian, Mr. Speaker. This is the assessment of 
one who would know, Mr. Bob Kharazmi, the Ritz-
Carlton Global Officer of Worldwide Operations. Tim 
was hand-selected to open the Toronto property, and 
as a result of his leadership, the hotel has surpassed 
all expectations in record time. It just so happened 
that we arrived to meet with him just as the hotel was 
about to hold a farewell celebration for him, as he has 
been asked to lead the Ritz-Carlton’s Boston property. 
Mr. Speaker, we know that Tim will continue to do 
outstanding things for the Ritz-Carlton group, and we 
are so proud of him. 
 Mr. Speaker, reflecting on the past few days 
of meetings, I can say with assurance that Bermuda is 
roaring back—in business, in tourism and in sport. 
And while there remains much to be done, let us cele-
brate who we are as a people, all that we have ac-
complished, and all that we can and must accomplish 
together. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
[Recommitted] 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 The first question we have, I recognise the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 
 

QUESTION 1: OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my first question to the Honour-
able Premier is based on the first page, the last para-
graph from the bottom, when the Premier states, “Our 
message to United Airlines was that Bermuda is back 
in business and greater things are to come.” The 
Premier then spoke on significant hotel developments, 
international business and the attempt to increase it, 
and also the impact of the America’s Cup. 

 Mr. Speaker, my question is, What evidence 
did the Premier and his team provide to United Air-
lines that can assist United Airlines in making a deci-
sion as to whether or not they would like to continue 
their network through the winter months? Outside of 
just speaking of futuristic ideals, what evidence was 
presented for them to make a decision? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 To answer the Honourable Opposition Leader, 
we provided evidence on a number of different areas. 
First, we took the opportunity to go through an analy-
sis of what was taking place within the airline industry 
over the past couple of years in Bermuda and what 
the load factors have been out of Newark, specifically, 
over the past couple of years. We also provided them 
with information [of what] the Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority had done, reaching out into the market to get a 
better understanding of the needs certainly of the 
business traveller, going forward. 
 Against that backdrop, we talked about hotel 
development that was taking place. We talked about 
some of the efforts we have through BDA [Bermuda 
Business Development Agency] to garner extra busi-
ness in Bermuda. And we gave an update on Amer-
ica’s Cup and the teams that have been relocating to 
the Island, the schedule of the events, and the poten-
tial for increased travel through the winter months and 
going forward. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Pre-
mier. 
 Leader of the Opposition again. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 From the Premier’s response, it appears 
that— 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am getting to a supplemen-
tary, yes. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It appears that no evidence 
was provided for airlines to make a network or sched-
uling decision in the here and now for the winter 
months. 
 So my supplementary is this: Did you discuss 
the utilisation of smaller equipment during the winter 
months with United Airlines—i.e., instead of flying a 
737-700 to Bermuda, they can downgrade to a CRJ-
700 or 900, or ERJ-190, which is operated by their 
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regional partners through a code-sharing contractual 
arrangement? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in part in response to the Oppo-
sition Leader’s comments in the beginning, I disagree. 
I think we offered a great amount of information for 
them to make the decision. 
 In regards to the equipment used, we put all 
options on the table, and we asked them to look at all 
the options that they had. Obviously, in the winter 
months, there is not the pressing need to run the lar-
ger aircraft. And if they have smaller fleet, we would 
certainly be comfortable with that approach. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, the Chair will now recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Premier, you said that you 
had mentioned, answering the Opposition Leader’s 
question, that you had mentioned that there were ho-
tel developments that were currently underway. The 
ones that I know of at the moment are Pink Beach and 
maybe Ariel Sands. Are there any others that I do not 
know about or that . . . Even if you talked about those 
two, were they satisfied? As we both know, they will 
not be ready by this winter. So, what gave them com-
fort or what gave you optimism in thinking that you will 
get winter flights based on that information that you 
shared with the Opposition Leader? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The question from the Honourable Member is 
an interesting one, because I think in my Statement I 
gave no illusion that the service to be carried through 
the winter would be just based on any hotels opening. 
We gave an overview of the current situation in Ber-
muda, what we expect going forward. 
 I did tell them that Bermuda is definitely going 
in the right direction. And there was a lot of good news 
that we had to share. And we needed them on board 
to help us get through the difficult winter months so 
we can move forward to better times and to the poten-
tial we have out there. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Bean. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Second question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Second question, yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, on page 2, the 
Honourable Premier, third paragraph from the bottom, 
said that he and his team then travelled to Toronto for 
the Toronto Global Forum at the panel that is on the 
International Economic Forum of the Americas. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Premier then states that “the 
focus of our panel [that he was a panellist on] was on 
a shared vision for the Caribbean.” Could the Honour-
able Premier explain to us what was this shared vision 
for the Caribbean from a panel-wide perspective? And 
what is his view or position on a shared vision with the 
Caribbean? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just for clarity, I did not say that our team next 
went to Toronto. I said it took us. I was referring to 
myself and the Cabinet Secretary. The Minister of 
Tourism and Transport came back to Bermuda on the 
day I went to Toronto, just for clarity. 
 The panel discussion, as you know, had two 
prime ministers, the Prime Minister of Grenada and 
the Prime Minister of Aruba, and the Premier of British 
Virgin Islands there. And we focused in on some of 
the challenges that the area faces and how we would 
move forward. Because a lot of the challenges we 
face are very similar. And one of those that I spent 
some time to talk about was the advent of Cuba being 
more open for visitor travel and how it would impact 
the region and some of the things that we have to do. 
 Now, obviously, every . . . As it was clear dur-
ing the discussion, because the panel discussion, 
each member was supposed to speak for eight to 
twelve minutes, and then it was question-and-answer 
period at the end. It was evident during the conversa-
tions by all members that we had a lot that was similar 
to talk about. But we also had some different 
strengths in our economy, which we talked about. 
 Obviously, in Bermuda, international business 
was very strong, and international business, where 
BVI [British Virgin Islands] deals more with financial 
services. Aruba tourism industry is certainly much 
stronger, and their international business is not in the 
same area as we have. And so, we talked about some 
of the similar challenges we had in tourism, some of 
the similar challenges we had with energy develop-
ment. That was a very hot topic of discussion. And 
then we talked about some of the dissimilar roads that 
we will take amongst the different island nations. 
Thank you. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 You have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I cannot say I appreciate the 
explanation, because I am still searching for what this 
shared vision for the Caribbean might look like in the 
mind of the Premier.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, my last supplementary is 
this: In hearing and listening to what the Premier has 
told us about this important mission to Chicago and to 
Toronto, can the Premier tell us of one tangible benefit 
of this trip to Chicago and Toronto that will redound to 
the benefit of Bermudians? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am most grateful for the 
question. I believe that there are a number of tangible 
benefits, so to just touch on a few. I think the visit to 
Chicago strengthened our relationship with United 
Airlines. It was very clear by the delegation that they 
had in the room, from some of their most senior peo-
ple to some of the people who work on the flight 
schedule and the networking of that, that they took 
this meeting very seriously. We provided them infor-
mation, which I think will be very beneficial going for-
ward for our relationship and for Bermuda as well. 
 One of the things we also did, and I think it is 
tangible, we took the message—the Minister of Tour-
ism and I took the message to them that, while we 
need strong air service out of a very important gate-
way, we were also very concerned about building and 
protecting the jobs of Bermudians who work at the 
airport and, in this case, for United Airlines. And so, 
those are tangible benefits in themselves. 
 Going to the international economic forum in 
Toronto, there were over 2,500 delegates there. And I 
think very clearly there were a number of people who 
listened to the presentation by all the islands and 
came out with a better understanding of what takes 
place in those, and some of the challenges that we 
have. And just since yesterday when I delivered my 
comments and had an opportunity to network, myself 
and the Cabinet Secretary then reached out to people 
who are interested in knowing more about Bermuda 
and potentially doing business here. So, just two of 
the things that we talked about. 
 The third thing which is tangible—any time 
any one of us, as leaders in the community, has an 
opportunity to go support our brothers and sisters, we 
should do everything we can to do that, to visit the 
athletes in the village before they were competing. 
They were nervous, a bit jittery. But they were most 

appreciative to be there and to see that Bermuda 
cared about them, was rallying with them and support-
ing them. And I was not going to miss the opportunity 
to see a leader in the hotel industry in the world and 
wish him the best. So, I could go on, but I want to 
keep succinct answers to the questions. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18. Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just a supplementary question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Premier said that 
this trip strengthened the relationship the Government 
had with United Airlines. Can the Honourable Minister 
please indicate, how many times has his Government, 
the One Bermuda Alliance Government, since they 
came into office, had an official high-level meeting, a 
ministerial-level meeting with officials from United Air-
lines? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will have to get back to the Honourable 
Member because I want to make sure I give the accu-
rate information on that. So I will have to talk to col-
leagues. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6. Yes, MP Furbert. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Premier would tell 
us whether it was either suggested or requested by 
the airlines whether the minimum revenue guarantee 
would be part of the negotiations? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The context of our discussion was we wanted 
to put all the information on the table on what we 
thought was appropriate for them to know. Some of 
the options on how many times a week we would ex-
pect a good service to be. And we asked them to go 
away and look at the information. And as I said in my 
Statement, they said they would go away, and the 
discussions will continue on that. So that question will 
probably come up, if it comes up, at the next round of 
talks we will have with them in a short time. 
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The Speaker: Yes. MP Furbert again. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: On page . . . My pages are 
not numbered one, two— 
 
The Speaker: Is it related to a question that has al-
ready been asked? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, on the Statement of the 
Premier. It says— 
 
The Speaker: A question that has already been 
asked? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No. 
 
The Speaker: Because you just said it was a supple-
mentary. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: “I can say with assurance 
that Bermuda is roaring back”— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you are not lis-
tening. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Can the Minister—
supplementary—supplementary— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Well, I know. Supplementary has 
to be on a question that has already been asked. So 
what— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. That was asked by, I 
believe, the Opposition Leader, the first part. If you 
refer to the first part, he talked about— 
 
The Speaker: He asked about tangible benefits. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is right. That is “roaring 
back.” 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Okay. Go ahead, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Right. So, can the Premier 
inform this House . . . He says, “I can say with assur-
ance that Bermuda is roaring back—in business, in 
tourism and in sport.” And the last time I heard, the 
numbers were down in tourism. What part are you 
hearing, talking about as far as “roaring back”? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 That is an interesting question, again. The 
Honourable Member should have just continued on 
and read the next six or seven words, “while there 
remains much work to be done . . .” I would assume, 
Mr. Speaker, that when the numbers come out for the 
second quarter in tourism, you will find those numbers 
are up. There are many— 
 
An Hon. Member: That is bull. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: —figures that . . . Thank 
you for saying that, That is bull. 

There are many figures that show that Ber-
muda is coming back. Not as fast as we would like, 
but we certainly are in a much better position. And I 
am not going to beat around the bush and be negative 
all day long. There is enough negativity going around 
in the world. We are going to celebrate what we are 
as people, and we are going to continue to work as-
siduously to turn things around. 
 The America’s Cup is success in itself. And 
certainly, with the hotel developments, the Honourable 
Member mentioned the two that have broken ground 
and are working, others to come. We have not had 
that type of development in the last 10 years in Ber-
muda. Businesses are starting to see that buildings 
that have been vacant are now being sold. There is 
more request for retail space in Hamilton. So there is 
a lot happening. 
 But we will continue to work, as there is still 
much more that needs to be done. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Premier. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Warwick [South East], MP Lawrence 
Scott. 
 

QUESTION 1: OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Could the Honourable Minister and Premier 
inform the Members of this House, what is the alterna-
tive plan in the event United does not continue service 
during our off season? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, if’s, and’s or 
but’s are something that I am not going to waste too 
much time on. We are very confident in the relation-
ships that we have built, and we will continue these 
discussions. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: With my knowledge of the 
airline industry and Bermuda’s load factor— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, just a minute. I cannot 
hear you. I cannot hear you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: With my understanding of 
the airline industry here in Bermuda and the load fac-
tors that do happen during the winter and the amount 
of revenue that can be made in north/south flying in-
stead of east/west flying or west/east flying, I think the 
Minister and the Premier would be better advised to 
provide or at least have an alternative plan [in] the 
event that United would not— 
 
The Speaker: Question, question, question. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, is the Minister going to 
look into and come back to this House with an alterna-
tive plan in the event that United does not fly here dur-
ing our off season? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, in all due 
respect, while the Honourable Member does work at 
the airport, I do not believe he can even give me accu-
rate load factors for United Airlines at this point in 
time. We went armed with the latest information, and 
we feel very comfortable going forward with our rela-
tionship with United that we will make progress. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Premier, you said you just 
met with United in Chicago. Are you aware that United 
announced this morning that they will be starting a 
new flight this winter from both Chicago and Washing-
ton to the Cayman Islands? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I am not 
aware of the details of all of their schedule. But that is 
interesting. That is fine. We are concerned about 
Bermuda. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Having said that, Mr. Pre-
mier, you are concerned about Bermuda, I am glad to 
hear that. And what I would like to ask you is, rather 
than a plan B, as my colleague mentioned, have you 
considered any other alternatives to make up for the 
shortfall that we experienced last year, the first time in 
our history, and that we are likely to experience again 
this winter? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I think I al-
ready answered that question when it was asked by 
another Member. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Is the Minister aware that the 
equipment that United usually puts on the Bermuda 
route is the same equipment that is going down to the 
Cayman Islands for that extra flight? 
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa! 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, we were told 
in our meeting yesterday that equipment allocation is 
something that they do on a regular basis. So I do not 
really share any concern about where one plane flies 
today and where it might fly tomorrow. If you have 
agreements with airlines on the service, then they will 
have the equipment there. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I think in spite of some of 
the comments coming from the other side about un-
derstanding, if the shoe fits, wear it. But, Mr. Speaker, 
it was very clear to me in the conversation that we had 
with United that equipment changes can happen right 
up to a couple of minutes before the flight is due to 
depart from the gate. That is just par for the course. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18. Yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my question is, Will the Honour-
able Premier please advise this Honourable House, 
under whose responsibility in his Government does it 
fall to maintain good relationships with airlines? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Obviously, as the Opposition knows, we have 
a collective responsibility. But in the first instance, it 
goes to the Ministry of Tourism Development and 
Transport. And Minister Crockwell has done an excel-
lent job. And through the airport general manager, 
who has been advising me on a regular basis—he 
was critical in those meetings. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, can the Premier 
please advise what role, in his view, the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority plays in assisting this effort? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I think they can assist in 
many areas. One of the areas that is most important is 
that, with any flight out of any gateway city to Ber-
muda, the Bermuda Tourism Authority has the re-
sponsibility to make sure that Bermuda is well known 
in that area and we promote the Island and promote 
those flights. 
 Honourable Members on that side should be 
aware that since the United flight kicked back in a 
couple of months ago, the BTA has worked very hard 
in that area of New York to promote that flight. And we 
have seen tremendous volume on the flight over the 
first couple of months. 
 And the reason why I mention that is twofold, 
is just because of how BTA is supporting the airlines 
and the work that they do through advertising and 
promotions. But secondly, once a flight is removed 
and it comes back in, there is always a lull period 
where the numbers are not what you expect. So we 

wanted to make sure we got on top of that as quick as 
we could. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Warwick [South East]. Yes, you have a 
question or a supplementary? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, this was going to be 
another question, but— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you can have another question. 
 

QUESTION 2: OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right. My other question 
to the Honourable Minister is, Has he talked to other 
airlines in order to get them to bolster the number of 
seats that are coming into the Island during the off 
season? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I have not personally 
talked to them, no. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Supplementary, Honourable 
Member? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. A second ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Your second question, then. Right? 
 

QUESTION 2: OVERSEAS TRIP REPORT 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, would it be correct to 
call this trip to United Airlines more of a crisis trip, see-
ing that United has decided to terminate its winter ser-
vice even earlier this year than it did last year, and it is 
scheduled to end, I believe, in the middle of Septem-
ber? September 8th is the last time they are flying. 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member likes to sensationalise. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Premier. 
 Honourable Members, the question has been 
asked. Let the Premier answer the question. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: It was a very important trip 
to show that we are, obviously, intending in every way 
we can to improve service during the winter months, 
which is critical to Bermuda. And Newark is a very 
important gateway, as I said, not only for business, 
but for leisure travel as well, and for Bermudians. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, can the Premier ad-
vise this House, what does it say about the Govern-
ment’s success in promoting Bermuda and the Amer-
ica’s Cup that a flight from a major gateway is not 
planning on servicing Bermuda during the activities 
which are supposed to be happening in October? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I suggest the Honourable 
Member just needs to hold and wait for the end result 
of these discussions. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: That is the time, Honourable Members. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Order Nos. 6 through 17 are carried 
over. 
 And the next Order on the order sheet is in 
reference to the Speaker. And I am going to adjourn 
the House for five minutes while the Deputy Speaker 
will come back and officiate. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, some new in-
formation has just come in. So we would like to carry it 
over to another time. 
 
The Speaker: The House is adjourned for five min-
utes. 
 
[Gavel] 
 

Proceedings suspended at 6:55 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 7:03 pm 
 

The Speaker: Honourable Members, so Order No. 18 
is carried over. Also, I think, Order No. 19 is carried 
over. 
 And so I will call on the Honourable Member 
from constituency 4 first. 
 

PETITIONS 
 

VL ASSURANCE (BERMUDA) LTD. ACT 2015 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I move the following petition, together with the 
Report of the Joint Select Committee on Private Bills, 
which was presented on earlier today, the 10th of July 
2015, be now considered. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Carry on. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: The Petition of 
Reid Finance Limited, VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd., 
requesting the enactment of a Private Act as set out in 
the Bill entitled VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 
2015, which accompanies this [petition]. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker, I 
move for leave to introduce and read for the first time 
by its title the following Private Bill: VL Assurance 
(Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the prayers of the Petitioners be granted 
and to give effect thereto that, without prejudice, leave 
be granted to bring in the proposed Bills, reprinted to 
accord with the recommendations of the Joint Select 
Committee on Private Bills for the amendments 
thereof. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any objections to that? 
 No. Member, carry on. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the said Private Bill be now read the first 
time in the House by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on. 
 

PRIVATE BILL 
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FIRST READING 
 

VL ASSURANCE (BERMUDA) LTD. ACT 2015 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: The VL Assur-
ance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015. 
 I move that, under the provisions of Standing 
Order 33(7)(a), the remaining stages of the said Pri-
vate Bill be taken forthwith. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I move that the 
said Private Bill be read the second time in the House 
by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 Carry on. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

VL ASSURANCE (BERMUDA) LTD. ACT 2015 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: The VL Assur-
ance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015. 
 I move that the clauses and the Preamble of 
the said Private Bill be approved. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none; carry on. 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

VL ASSURANCE (BERMUDA) LTD. ACT 2015 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I move that the 
said Private Bill be read the third time in the House by 
its title only, and passed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any objections to that? 
 
[Motion carried; The VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 
2015 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will now call on the Honourable 
Member from constituency 7, the Junior Minister of 
Home Affairs. 

 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move that the Bill enti-
tled the Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 
be now read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 
MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015 

 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 It has been moved that the Bill do now pass. 
 Any objections to that? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: There are objections. 
 All those in favour, say Aye. 
 Those against, say Nay. 
 The Ayes have it. 
 
[Motion carried: The Municipalities Amendment 
(No. 2) Act 2015 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we now adjourn until next week, 
July 17th. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The House is now adjourned to July 17th. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 7:07 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 17 July 2015.] 
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Private_Bills/CLEAN%20-%20VL%20Assurance%20Bermuda%20Ltd%20-%20Bill%20-%20Private%20Act%202015%20Jul%2015.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Private_Bills/CLEAN%20-%20VL%20Assurance%20Bermuda%20Ltd%20-%20Bill%20-%20Private%20Act%202015%20Jul%2015.pdf
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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
17 JULY 2015 

10:15 AM 
Sitting Number 26 of the 2014/15 Session 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speak-
er] 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
26 June and 3 July 2015 

The Speaker: Honourable Members, we have confir-
mation of the Minutes of June 26th and July 3rd. Mem-
bers should have received those Minutes. 

Are there any objections to those Minutes or 
any corrections to those Minutes? 

If there are none, we will consider that the 
Minutes are confirmed. 

[Minutes of 26 June and 3 July 2015 confirmed] 

The Speaker: The Minutes of July 10th are to be de-
ferred. 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: There are no messages from the Gov-
ernor. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

APOLOGY 

The Speaker: Just one announcement. MP Bascome, 
from constituency number 1, will be absent today. Ap-
parently, he is not well. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE ACT 
2015 

The Speaker: I do have a message from the Senate. 
TO HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER AND 

MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF AS-
SEMBLY: The Senate has the honour to return to your 
Honourable House the accompanying public Bill, enti-
tled the Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure Act 2015, 
recommending the concurrence of your Honourable 

House in the following suggested amendment, which 
is proposed to be made to the Bill, amending clause 
89 of the Bill, and by deleting clause 91 of the Bill in 
its entirety. 

The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Attorney General, the Learned Member, T. G. Moniz. 
You have the floor, Minister Moniz. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I move that the Standing Order be suspended 
under the provisions of Standing Order 31(2) to ena-
ble me to move motions in relation to the Criminal Ju-
risdiction and Procedure Amendment Act 2015. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Any objections to that? 
Carry on. 

BILL 

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
amendments proposed by the Senate to the Bill enti-
tled the Criminal Jurisdiction Procedure Amendment 
Act 2015 be considered forthwith in the House. 

The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
There is an objection? Yes, there is an objec-

tion. 
All those in favour, say Aye; those against, 

say Nay. 

AYES AND NAYS 

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. 
Carry on. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I move that the Bill be now 
committed. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
Any objections to that? 
The Bill will now be committed. I ask that the 

Deputy Speaker please take the Chair. 

House in Committee at 10:21 am 
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[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair]  

COMMITTEE ON BILL 

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole House to address the amendment that 
has arrived from the Senate to the Criminal Jurisdic-
tion and Procedure Act 2015. In a moment, everyone 
will have the amendment. So we will hold on until eve-
ryone has the amendment in their possession. 

[Pause] 

The Chairman: Thank you. Members should be in 
possession of the amendment. 

I call on the Attorney General to proceed. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
Can I move both of the amendments at the 

same time? Is it easier to do that? 

The Chairman: Yes. If everyone is in agreement. 
Is everyone in agreement that we move the 

motions both at the same time? 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency number . . .  

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Twenty-nine. 

The Chairman: Thank you very much. Constituency 
number 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 

Madam Chairman, the reason I rise is . . . can 
the Honourable Attorney General give colleagues on 
this side time to get the substantive Bill out so that we 
can cross-reference it? (Unless he has it for us.) But, 
you know, we would like some time to be able to get 
the substantive Bill out and cross-reference. Thank 
you. 

The Chairman: Thank you. So, you want a few more 
minutes to pull out your . . .  

[Inaudible interjections] 

[Pause] 

The Chairman: Sorry. The Chair recognises the At-
torney General. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chair, Members have 
been aware since Wednesday of the situation. I am 
sure they have— 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Chairman. 

The Chairman: Thank you. The Chair recognises the 
Member from— 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Chairman— 

The Chairman: Attorney General, have a seat, 
please. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 5, the Honourable Derrick D. Bur-
gess, Deputy Opposition Leader. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Chairperson, I 
do not sit in the Senate. I found out about this in just 
these last 30 seconds. And I would like to, if they do 
not have a copy of this here . . . This Member, the At-
torney General, is just talking about, this is rubbish. 
Right? 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Chair. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: This is not rubbish. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Chair. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Chairman: Member, I cannot have two people 
standing at the same time. Please be seated. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Sit down. Sit down. Sit 
down. 

The Chairman: No. Member, would you have a seat? 
There is a point of order on the floor. 

The point of order is? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That Member is misleading 
the House. The Senate met on Wednesday. It fin-
ished. And these Members held their caucus on 
Wednesday night. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Madam Chair. 
Point of order. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: If those Members— 

[Inaudible interjections and general uproar!] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Point of order! Take my 
point of order! 
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: —did not share with those 
Members what happened in the Senate, then it is not 
our problem. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar!] 
 
Some Hon. Members: Point of order! Point of order! 
 
The Chairman: Member, I was listening to the point 
of order. Thank you. 
 Now, which gentleman would like to stand for 
me to hear? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency number 6. The Honourable Wayne 
L. Furbert, Shadow Minister of Economics. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, my 
honourable friend also said, Point of order. And when 
he stood up here for a point of order, you made my 
honourable colleague sit down. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I stood up on a point of or-
der; you allowed him to continue to talk. That is not 
right. 
 
The Chairman: Member, I had to finish hearing the 
point of order. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, but you did not hear my 
Honourable Member. You did not hear my Honourable 
Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar!] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Please proceed. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: My point is that we are not 
responsible for the Senate. This is the House. Okay? 
And the Cabinet should be bringing something to this 
House, not us listening to a debate in the Senate. 
That is not our duty. It is not our responsibility, Hon-
ourable Member. You know that. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency number 29. 
 I can only have one . . . I recognise the Mem-
ber from constituency number 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So that we can start, why 
do we not [just] reset the dial, Madam Chairman? And 
I will propose that the Honourable Attorney General 
put this on hold, [and] maybe bring it back after lunch 
or later today. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Chair. 
 I direct Members’ attention— 
 
The Chairman: Wait a minute. Sorry. Sorry. 
 The Chair recognises the Member, the Attor-
ney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I direct Members’ attention to 
Order 31, Rule 2. And I will read it for the benefit of 
Members. 
 
The Chairman: One moment, please. 
 
An Hon. Member: Well, what are you referring to? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Standing Orders of the 
House. 
 
The Chairman: Oh. Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I said that when I started. I 
said Standing Order 31(2). 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. Please pro-
ceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Some people were not listen-
ing. Some people are just not good at listening. Some 
people are talking, and they are not listening. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: [There it] states, “When a Bill 
has been returned from the Senate with a list of the”— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Excuse me. Point of order. 
What number is that, please? What number is that? 
 
[Cross-talk] 
 
The Chairman: Member, it is Standing Order 31. And 
I believe it can be found on page— 
 
An Hon. Member: Got it. 
 
The Chairman: You have it? Perfect. 
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is slow, but he has got 
there, finally. He is slow, but he has got there. 
 
The Chairman: Page 41. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: “When a Bill has been re-
turned from the Senate with a list of the Senate’s 
amendments, the Member in charge of the Bill may 
without notice”—Madam Chair, without notice—“move 
for the consideration of the said amendments forth-
with”—I repeat forthwith—“or on a future date, and 
such a motion shall be decided without amendment or 
debate.” 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: And we have done this a 
number of times recently, and the Opposition Mem-
bers never objected to any of those matters being 
dealt with “forthwith” and “without notice,” because 
that is how one deals with them. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 36, Sandys North. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, notwithstanding the forth-
with-to-be-dealt-with amendments from the Senate 
that have occurred in this House, they have occurred 
in relation to matters that are non-controversial.  

I have had the opportunity since Wednesday 
of hearing about the amendments that we are going 
through, and I have not had the opportunity since 
then, because of all sorts of other commitments, to 
look at the matter with the care that I think it deserves. 
And trying to do it now is just not fair. 
 The power in this House is that we should 
make sure that we know what we are doing when we 
are doing it. That is the only reason why I stood and 
said I do object, because I am having to do this off the 
seat of my pants. And that is not right. We need an 
opportunity for an analysis. Debate is not permitted, is 
what the Attorney General is now saying. And that 
certainly is something that we would object to. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: The debate on the amendment is 
what we are looking at now. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: We are dealing with it, are we 
not? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. So we are debating 
these amendments. 
 

[Pause] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Chairman, it says 
“may be debated”—may. There is a discretion in the 
Chair. There is a discretion on the Members of this 
House. We can do most things that are within the 
rules. And so, the House can decide whether to de-
bate it. We can have a motion to that effect. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The sub-rule 31(2) clearly 
makes it obvious there that it is the Member in charge 
of the Bill, that it is his option whether it be dealt with 
forthwith or on a future date. And the tradition has 
been to deal with it forthwith. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. Madam Chairman, 
I think Members should have the amendment in front 
of them, which was moved in the Senate. I will speak 
very briefly to it before moving it. 
 You would recall, Madam Chairman, the con-
sideration of an approval by Honourable Members of 
a version of the Bill as originally printed, was on the 5th 
of June 2015 in the House. The Bill was subsequently 
considered by the Senate on Wednesday of this 
week. These two amendments were made to remove 
provisions relating to adverse inferences, and that 
amendment now comes before Honourable Members 
today. In fact, I thought the Honourable Members on 
the other side would be happy about that. 
 Specifically, the Senate is asking that this 
Honourable House consent to its removal of clause 91 
of the Bill as originally printed, which would have per-
mitted courts to draw adverse inferences in respect of 
a criminal suspect’s failure to answer certain ques-
tions when they would be reasonably expected to do 
so where a defendant fails to testify at trial. So that 
provision is removed. 
 The Senate also seeks to remove the para-
graph (c) of clause 89 as originally printed. This provi-
sion would have made a consequential amendment to 
section 59 of PACE, the Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act 2006, which is now no longer needed in light of 
the removal of clause 91. 
 Since Honourable Members gave their back-
ing to the Bill, there has been much discussion in the 
public domain about its contents. The provision on 
adverse inferences featured prominently in this dis-
cussion. In light of this, the Government took the op-
portunity to re-engage with many of the same stake-
holders who extensively canvassed since last year 
and who overwhelmingly gave their backing to our 
programme of reform. 
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 As a result, Government has come to the 
conclusion that [the provision on] adverse inferences 
should not go ahead at this time. 
 Let me be clear, Madam Chairman. The legis-
lature may be asked to consider [provisions on] ad-
verse inferences at some future time, as the Govern-
ment still regards adverse inferences as an important 
investigative tool for the Bermuda Police Service. The 
removal of these provisions would give the Ministry 
the opportunity to rethink the question of adverse in-
ferences and consider any further safeguards to alle-
viate the concerns that arose. 
 Therefore, Madam Chair, I ask the Honoura-
ble Members to give their support to the amendments 
to the Bill sought by the Senate, and I so move those 
amendments. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the amendments set before us? And that is 
in clause 89, delete paragraph (c). 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Chair, no debate is 
permitted. 
 
The Chairman: Right. Right. 
 We are going to vote for clauses 89 and 91. 
Or did you do both? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Do both together. 
 
The Chairman: I thought that is what you had men-
tioned. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: They go together. 
 
The Chairman: I did offer that to the floor. Thank you. 
 So, we will have a vote. Members who agree 
to the amendment before us . . . And I am going to 
read the amendment again. 
 It is to the Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure 
Bill 2015, that the Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure 
Bill 2015 be amended as follows: In clause 89, delete 
paragraph (c); and in clause 91, delete clause 91. 
 Members in favour of approving the amend-
ments before us, say Aye.  
 
AYES. 
 
The Chairman: Those who are not in favour of the 
amendments before us. 
 
NAYS. 
 
The Chairman: The Ayes have it. 
 
[Motion carried: The Criminal Jurisdiction and Proce-
dure Amendment Act 2015 was considered by a 

Committee of the whole House and passed without 
amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 10:35 am 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
  

 CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE 
AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 So, the matter returned from the Senate with 
reference to amendments to the Criminal Jurisdiction 
and Procedure Act 2015 has been approved, and a 
message will be sent to the Senate. 
 Any objections to that? 
 The message will be sent.  

 
PAPERS AND OTHER  

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 
 

The Speaker: We now move to papers and commu-
nications. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 
Finance. Minister E. T. Richards, you have the floor. 
 
RESPONSE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON AUDITOR GENERAL’S SPECIAL RE-

PORT ON MISUSE OF PUBLIC FUNDS  
 
RESPONSE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON AUDITOR GENERAL’S ANNUAL RE-
PORT ON WORK OF OFFICE OF AUDITOR GEN-

ERAL AND ON ACCOUNTS OF GOVERNMENT OF 
BERMUDA FOR FINANCIAL YEARS 2009 AND 

2010 
 
BERMUDA MONETARY AUTHORITY 2014 ANNU-

AL REPORT 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have three matters. 
 I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
following reports: 

• the Response on the Report of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
on the Special Report of the Auditor General 
on the Misuse of Public Funds; 

• the Response on the Report of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on the Public Ac-
counts on the Annual Report of the Auditor 
General on the Work of the Office of the Audi-
tor General and on the Accounts of the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda for the Financial Years 
Ended March 31, 2009 and 2010; and 
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• for the information of the Honourable Mem-
bers of the House, the Bermuda Monetary Au-
thority 2014 Annual Report to lay for the in-
formation of the House. Thank you. 

 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to those reports being laid? 
 There are none. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Dr. E. G. Gibbons. Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, good morning, 
Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

DRAFT ELECTRICITY BILL 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I have 
the honour to attach and submit for the information of 
the Honourable House of Assembly the Ministry of 
Economic Development: Draft Electricity Bill for Public 
Consultation. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any objections to that? 
 There are none. 

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  

AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will first recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister of Finance. Minister E. T. Richards, 
you have the floor. 
 
$200 MILLION FACILITY AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE BANK OF N. T. BUTTERFIELD & SON LIM-
ITED AND THE GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to advise the 
Honourable Members of the House of the status of 
Government borrowing and the latest borrowing activi-
ties.  
 Mr. Speaker, you would be aware that, pursu-
ant to the Government Loans Act 1978, I am re-
quired— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: We do not have the Statement, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You do not have the Statement? Okay. 
Thanks. 
 Can you just hold, Minister? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Minister, if you would, please. 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I will start again. 
 I rise this morning to advise Honourable 
Members of the House of the status of Government 
borrowing and the latest borrowing activities.  
 Mr. Speaker, you would be aware that, pursu-
ant to the Government Loans Act 1978, I am required 
to inform the Legislature as soon as practicable after 
the execution of an agreement pertaining to the Act. 
 Honourable Members will recall that in the 
2015/16 Budget Statement Government advised that 
the $800 million borrowed in 2013 to finance multiple 
years of deficits was running out. That was because, 
in addition to financing the deficits of 2013/14, 
2014/15 and part of the 2015/16 deficit, we also had 
to pay off bonds that matured during the period and 
other short-term debt that the Government had in-
curred as at March 31st, 2014. It was noticed that we 
anticipate further Government borrowing in 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, the borrowing requirement in 
2015/16 is estimated at $125 million, which is equal to 
the estimated deficit of $220 million, less funds in the 
Sinking Fund and cash balances on hand at the end 
of the last fiscal year. 
 Honourable Members are advised that, tradi-
tionally, the Government finances its deficits almost 
entirely with borrowing in international capital markets. 
There is only $50 million in Bermuda-dollar bonds. 
The relative lack of a domestic government bond mar-
ket and local borrowing implies less financing flexibility 
compared with those countries able to borrow largely 
from their own residents. 
 Mr. Speaker, $2.135 billion of the Govern-
ment’s borrowings are in US dollars and are in long-
term fixed rate instruments. Currently, Government’s 
average cost of borrowing is 5.119 per cent. 
 As per Government’s debt management poli-
cy, the types of debt instruments to be used by the 
Government include 

• bank loans and overdraft facilities; 
• revolving credit facilities; 
• private placements; and 
• public bonds. 

 
Considering the Government’s current debt 

profile and the size of Government borrowings re-
quired, the strategy for 2015/16 is to borrow in Ber-
muda on a short-term basis. 
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 Honourable Members are advised that, since 
the beginning of the fiscal year (that is, April 2015), 
Government has been considering various financing 
strategies to meet its financing needs for the current 
fiscal year. Following an RFP process and careful 
consideration of all of these options, I can advise 
Honourable Members that the Bermuda Government 
will be executing a US $200 million two-year term loan 
facility agreement with the Bank of N. T. Butterfield & 
Son Limited, because of the following reasons: 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Competitive pricing at 
4.75 per cent that will lower Government’s weighted 
average cost of borrowing. Lower costs, [which are] a 
result of the fact that the usual arrangement and other 
fees that normally are associated with other forms of 
borrowing, such as public bond offerings, are lower for 
this deal. For context, it is noted that these fees can 
typically range from $500,000 to $2 million. 
 Minimal documentation requirements, result-
ing in lower legal fees. 
 Market certainty—there are no market timing 
issues and pricing uncertainty associated with this 
transaction. International deals will have this risk, 
which can negatively impact the coupon rate and the 
execution of the deal. 
 Minimal reporting requirements and no restric-
tive covenants. 
 Flexible drawdown terms so that funds can be 
drawn as needed, saving on interest cost; and, of 
course, the borrowing is being arranged locally. 
 Honourable Members are advised that this 
facility offers the Government valuable flexibility with 
regard to its debt management strategy. Also satisfy-
ing is the fact that a local financial institution was able 
to provide Government with its financing needs, 
demonstrating the strength of the local financial sec-
tor. 
 Mr. Speaker, it must be noted that at this time 
Government has not borrowed the $200 million, but 
only has a facility in place to borrow up to that 
amount. Funds will only be drawn when absolutely 
necessary. It is anticipated that this transaction should 
meet Government’s total financing requirements for 
fiscal year 2015/16 and a portion of the 2016/17 defi-
cit. 
 Mr. Speaker, the facility matures in 2017, and 
Government has the option to either refinance this 
debt or it can be paid off using money [from] the Sink-
ing Fund. The decision taken will be dependent on 
prevailing market conditions at the time and the bal-
ance that is in the Sinking Fund. 
 The raising of this $200 million loan facility 
has helped the Bermuda Government to enhance its 
financing flexibility. Moving forward, the Government 

will seek to further expand the domestic capital mar-
kets, which could provide many benefits to the Ber-
muda economy. 
 Mr. Speaker when this facility is fully drawn, 
gross debt will stand at $2.385 billion. This level of 
debt for an economy the size of Bermuda is not only 
unsustainable, but is also, as mentioned in the Budget 
Statement, the biggest risk to Bermuda’s financial in-
dependence and the welfare of all sectors and all 
people in this Island. Therefore, it is critically important 
that Government continues to aggressively reduce the 
deficit and start paying down on the debt. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Finance Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Economic Development. Dr. Grant Gib-
bons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Perhaps before I begin, could I inquire as to 
whether the Honourable Members on this side have a 
copy of it, so I do not get interrupted midstream? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 Have those been handed out?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: No, no, no. This is the Statement now. 
Can we please make sure the Members receive that? 
Also, the Electricity Bill Statement—all the State-
ments. Please make sure that Members have those 
Statements. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise Dr. Gibbons. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: You do not have them yet? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
The Speaker: Sorry, Dr. Gibbons. 
 
[Pause] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, I just announced 
that the America’s Cup . . . Yes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Do Members have the Ameri-
ca’s Cup Statement? Do Members have that yet? 
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[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Dr. Gibbons, you may continue. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. And I am going to have a subsequent 
Statement on the Electricity Draft Bill. So perhaps that 
could be handed out in the meantime, as well? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Right. Absolutely. 
 Carry on. 
 

AMERICA’S CUP UPDATE 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I rise this morning to provide this Honourable 
House with an update on preparations for the Ameri-
ca’s Cup and some of the outreach activities that have 
occurred over the last few months. 
 In January 2015, the ACBDA [America’s Cup 
Bermuda] commenced operations in its Crow Lane 
offices. It took the company a few weeks to secure 
staffing and associated resources to become fully op-
erational. This did not impede progress on the prepa-
ration of the South Basin at the Royal Naval Dockyard 
for the America’s Cup team bases. 
 The capital development projects commenced 
almost immediately after the December announce-
ment that Bermuda would host AC35 in order to meet 
committed deadlines. In addition to the Oracle Team 
base, which was completed on schedule at the end of 
March, two of the existing buildings in the Royal Naval 
Dockyard—Building Four, also known as the Chicane 
Building, and Building Nine, which are both located 
behind the Clocktower Mall—have been renovated . . . 
(Mr. Speaker, I just note that I have eliminated the 
word completely because there is still a little bit of 
work to be done on both of them) . . . have been reno-
vated and repurposed for America’s Cup use. These 
buildings were earmarked by WEDCO for future reno-
vation, but the opportunity for use as part of the Amer-
ica’s Cup venues accelerated work in these areas. It 
is rewarding to see that the buildings have been beau-
tifully restored and will be a valuable addition to 
WEDCO’s inventory after the America’s Cup. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Ben Ainslie Racing (BAR) 
team has been active with periodic visits to the Island. 
In January, BAR became the first team to commence 
training in the Great Sound. BAR is currently in the 
preliminary stages of arranging a Bermuda winter 
training programme and team base for later this year 
and beyond. 
 Oracle’s first sail was in early May. I am sure 
that anyone who saw the Oracle Team’s AC45 foiling 
catamaran virtually flying through the air during their 

first sail on May 7th in the Great Sound would agree 
that it was an incredible sight. 
 The Artemis Team has also established a 
base at the South Basin and has been conducting sail 
training on the Great Sound. Later this year, they are 
scheduled to move their current California operations 
to Morgan’s Point. 
 Recently, SoftBank Team Japan announced 
that they would be moving their operations to Bermu-
da in September 2015. They too will operate out of the 
South Basin and will erect a team base later this year. 
 Mr. Speaker, as of mid-June 2015, I can re-
port that 236 workers were employed in America’s 
Cup-related projects in the Royal Naval Dockyard, 
valued at over $4.7 million. A total of 56 suppliers and 
subcontracting companies were involved in the pro-
jects. This includes 48 Bermudian companies and 8 
foreign companies. The foreign companies supplied 
products which were not available on-Island, such as 
floating docks and steel. It should be noted that the 
$4.7 million does not include local spending related to 
transport, shipping, shipping agents, hotels, airlines, 
et cetera. It also excludes any vendors directly em-
ployed by the teams for security, catering and the like. 
 At the moment, tenders are under review for 
WEDCO’s South Basin in-fill project, which is critical 
to the America’s Cup event in 2017, as it will host the 
Event Village and will be the main hub for all of the 
events and entertainment. 
 Mr. Speaker, for clarification, I believe it is 
important to note that ACBDA is responsible for the 
delivery of sites that fall under the Government’s obli-
gations under the Host Venue Agreement between 
the Government and the ACEA [America’s Cup Event 
Authority]. For the most part, this includes providing a 
flat surface to the teams, and each team is responsi-
ble for all aspects of the erection and development of 
their own bases. Therefore, construction services for 
the team bases are the responsibility of the teams 
themselves and not of the ACBDA. 
 Mr. Speaker, to date the America’s Cup Event 
Authority have relocated nine employees to Bermuda 
and have hired nine Bermudians and two spouses of 
Bermudians for their Bermuda office. Team Oracle 
has relocated just over 50 staff members and their 
families, and to date have hired eight Bermudians for 
their operations. Team Artemis has commenced the 
relocation of 34 team members, along with their fami-
lies, and we expect the relocation of up to 40 team 
members from SoftBank Team Japan. 
 These new residents have already started to 
contribute to our economy by spending on accommo-
dation, utilities, schooling, transportation and general 
goods and services purchases. Since the beginning of 
April, Oracle alone has spent approximately $2.9 mil-
lion. The ACEA and Oracle have also supported mul-
tiple local charities and fundraising events, including 
the Catlin End to End Fun Walk, the Reading Clinic, 
the Construction Association of Bermuda Scholarship 



Official Hansard Report 17 July 2015 2741 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

Fund, the Bermuda High School for Girls Financial Aid 
Programme and the KBB Island-Wide Clean Up. 
Team members also participated in the You Go Girl 
race, with three teams running in support of the Wom-
en’s Resource Centre. 
 Mr. Speaker, the ACBDA is fully engaged in 
every aspect of short-term and long-term planning for 
America’s Cup events. Working groups have been 
engaged to address telecommunications, security, 
transportation, health and safety, economic assess-
ment, Business Connect, hotel capacity, communica-
tions, sponsorship, super yachts, community sailing 
programmes, and legacy and sustainability. 
 Additionally, with the support of the ACEA, the 
company hosted a series of America’s Cup aware-
ness meetings with local businesses, the international 
business community, and organisations including the 
Chamber of Commerce, Bermuda Industrial Union, 
Leopard’s Club, the sailing community and other 
stakeholder groups. The company also hosted a town 
hall meeting on the 21st of April at the Heritage Wor-
ship Centre in Hamilton, which was very well attend-
ed. 
 ACBDA also worked in collaboration with the 
ACEA, the Bermuda Economic Development Corpora-
tion and the Bermuda Chamber of Commerce to host 
a series of Business Connect meetings, where local 
businesses and entrepreneurs were informed of op-
portunities for participating in the Louis Vuitton World 
Series, the first America’s Cup event in Bermuda, 
scheduled to be held from the 15th to the 18th of Octo-
ber this year. The meetings hosted over 300 at-
tendees across three separate information sessions at 
locations in the eastern, western and central parishes. 
 The local community has responded, with 
over 200 local businesses and entrepreneurs register-
ing with America’s Cup Business Connect. In addition, 
over 160 volunteers have registered their interest and 
completed their AC35 volunteer application form on 
the ACBDA website. Members from the Business 
Connect representative groups will serve on a com-
mittee to select vendors for the October 2015 World 
Series activities from the list of more than 200 Bermu-
dian businesses and entrepreneurs who have regis-
tered. 
 The Louis Vuitton World Series will include an 
event village on Front Street and sailing races in the 
Great Sound, with the finish line in front of the Front 
Street activity. Festivities are scheduled from Albuoy’s 
Point along Front Street as far as Parliament Street. 
These events will be closed to vehicular traffic during 
the weekend’s events. The Corporation of Hamilton 
has been fully supportive and cooperative with both 
the ACEA and ACBDA to ensure that the event in 
Hamilton is successful. 
 The weekend will kick off with a press confer-
ence on Thursday, the 15th of October, followed by a 
regatta and entertainment in the Town of St. 
George’s. 

 The Bermuda events follow the World Series 
events in Portsmouth, UK, from the 23rd to the 26th of 
July, and Gothenburg, Sweden, from the 27th to the 
30th of August. A small contingent representing Ber-
muda will attend the overseas events. This will give 
Bermuda exposure to how other hosts facilitate the 
events in preparation for the Bermuda event in Octo-
ber of 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to report that, over 
the last few months, the ACEA launched the Endeav-
our Community Sailing Programme and this week 
completed the logistics for the Red Bull Youth Ameri-
ca’s Cup Programme. 
 The ACEA has worked with the Ministry of 
Education and private schools to include the Endeav-
our Community Sailing Programme in Bermuda’s 
schools. The program will enable all M-1 and Year-7 
students to experience science, technology, engineer-
ing and maths (also known as STEM) through sailing 
experiences. It is an enhancement of youth engage-
ment through experiential learning and inspires future 
STEM career pathways. It will be an opportunity for 
our young people to build self-confidence and in-
crease their understanding of water safety and sailing 
knowledge. It also provides access to boats and on-
water experience with certified sailing instructors. The 
key component of the program is to deliver long-term 
legacy opportunities for Bermudian youth to develop 
careers in the sailing and marine industries. 
 The Red Bull Program is an opportunity for 
our community to connect more closely to the Ameri-
ca’s Cup, as we [will be supporting] a Red Bull Youth 
Bermuda Team in 2017. The announcement was 
made this week that Bermuda is seeking to enter a 
youth team and participate in the America’s Cup 
Youth competition. This is a significant moment in our 
sports history and for our young people. For the young 
athletes who will make up the Bermuda Team, it is a 
chance to be exposed to new technologies, world-
class training, and the very best of professional 
standards. Considering that this opportunity exists for 
not just sailors, but for all athletes, brings a level of 
inclusion that is exciting and important for Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, youth encouragement and par-
ticipation is paramount to the ACEA. Since April of this 
year, approximately 160 local students, ages 12 to 14, 
from the Ascendant Group STEM Summer Camp, 
Spirit of Bermuda middle-school participants, and the 
Bermuda Sea Cadet Association have been given the 
opportunity to tour the Oracle Team Base. In addition, 
the ACEA community outreach team visited North-
lands Primary School, in partnership with the Bermu-
da Education Network Horizons After-School Pro-
gramme, to present and hold a discussion session 
with P-4 and P-5 students. 
 The ACEA launched a Trophy & Prizes Com-
petition in June of 2015, providing the opportunity to 
showcase local talent in Bermuda by designing the 
trophy and prizes to be awarded to the top-ranking 
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teams during the Louis Vuitton America’s Cup World 
Series event in Bermuda in October of 2015. An En-
deavour Poster Design Contest was also launched in 
June. The contest will provide students across Ber-
muda, aged 9 to 14, in public and private schools, with 
the opportunity  
 
 Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Series event in 
Bermuda in October of 2015. An Endeavour Poster 
Design Contest was also launched in June. The con-
test will provide students across Bermuda, aged 9 to 
14, in public and private schools, with the opportunity 
to design a poster for the Endeavour sailing pro-
gramme. 
 Mr. Speaker, Gosling’s Brothers Limited, Lou-
is Vuitton and BMW have been announced as key 
partners for AC35. Bermuda will definitely benefit from 
the value and prestige of these brand associations, as 
well as the PR and marketing opportunities that these 
companies will leverage for the America’s Cup and 
Bermuda. This is certainly another validation of Ber-
muda as the choice to host AC35 and an association 
all Bermudians can take pride in. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to thank 
the ACBDA team, the various subcommittees, Gov-
ernment ministries, the ACEA, the Corporations of 
Hamilton and St. George’s, the BTA, WEDCO, the 
racing teams, and the numerous volunteers, who have 
been working hard to make the Bermuda America’s 
Cup an extraordinary event. At this point, we are only 
six months into a two-and-a-half-year programme, but 
I will continue to update this Honourable House and 
the public on a regular basis. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 I think, Dr. Gibbons, you have another State-
ment. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I do. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good. Carry on. 
 

DRAFT ELECTRICITY BILL  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, the 
draft Electricity Bill tabled earlier today closely paral-
lels the recently launched electricity sector policy for 
Bermuda. It also follows a period of extensive consul-
tation with key stakeholders and the general public. It 
is being tabled today as a consultation document with 
the intention of soliciting further input from these 
groups during the summer parliamentary recess prior 
to submitting a final Bill early in the next session. 
 In brief, the draft Electricity Bill focuses on the 
electricity sector and will enable the Regulatory Au-
thority (the RA) to independently regulate electricity 
production, transmission, distribution and sales for 

Bermuda. In due course, we will also be addressing 
other elements of the energy sector. 
 Mr. Speaker, it will be apparent that the utility 
features strongly in the draft Bill, because it must. 
[BELCO], as the owner of the infrastructure and plant 
which is now responsible for delivering 98 per cent of 
our electricity, it is critical that the draft Bill ensures 
fairness and best practices for all, including BELCO. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have considered economics 
very carefully in our deliberations and believe that 
there is no economic efficiency to be gained by en-
couraging other participants to provide transmission, 
distribution and retail services. In return for that sole-
provider status, BELCO will be carefully regulated to 
ensure accountability. 
 Mr. Speaker, another feature of the draft Bill is 
the requirement for an integrated resource plan (or 
IRP) process to facilitate future planning for electricity 
supply and demand. Some have interpreted the IRP 
process in the policy statement as being “BELCO’s 
process.” It is not. While it is true that the IRP process 
will be initiated by BELCO, it will, however, be directed 
by the Regulatory Authority. 
 The RA will manage the public comments and 
will also encourage challenges to the IRP by the pub-
lic and independent power producers. Only after the 
iterative public process and only after the RA is satis-
fied that it represents the best interests of the public 
will it be approved. It is also worth noting that it is not 
just the IRP plan itself that will be regulated and scru-
tinised, but also the procurement of the generating 
assets. In other words, the utility will not be allowed to 
simply do it all themselves. They must demonstrate 
that power-generating assets and demand-side ser-
vices will be procured in a transparent, least-cost 
fashion in compliance with the IRP. This will mean 
that other entities will have the opportunity to enter the 
electricity market by becoming producers of electricity 
and providers of demand-side services. 
 Mr. Speaker, broadly stated, the draft Bill sets 
clear boundaries between electricity sector partici-
pants, and it defines the roles of the Minister, the 
Regulatory Authority, the utility, independent power 
producers, bulk generators and distributed generators. 
All have a part to play, and all will have regulated re-
sponsibilities of some kind. The role of the Minister will 
be in setting policy, which will be implemented by the 
Regulatory Authority. The oversight and regulation of 
providers will be handled by the Regulatory Authority. 
The draft Bill makes no provisions for achieving a set 
percentage of renewable generation by a certain date, 
but it does provide an enabling framework for renew-
able energy utilisation and development. The goal is 
to facilitate the use of renewables because they make 
good economic sense for Bermuda, and not through 
the extensive subsidies which exist in some other ju-
risdictions. 
 Mr. Speaker, at this stage, offenses and fines 
are absent from the draft Bill This is one of several 
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refinements that the Department of Energy will be de-
veloping over the summer for inclusion in the final 
draft of the Electricity Bill, following public input. 
 Mr. Speaker, other elements of the proposed 
legislation that will be developed during this time 
frame are the consequential amendments to the Reg-
ulatory Authority Act of 2011 and authorisation fees. 
Now that the RA has been fully operational for more 
than two years, certain procedural issues have also 
come to light, making it necessary to amend the 
Regulatory Authority Act in order to improve its opera-
tions. The Regulatory Authority Act will be carefully 
examined, in collaboration with the Regulatory Author-
ity and the Department of Telecommunications to en-
sure that any amendments made will benefit all regu-
lated sectors. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to encourage the public to give us their thoughts 
on the draft Electricity Bill and provide feedback in 
writing to the Department of Energy, at ener-
gy@gov.bm, by August 31st of this year. We believe 
that public and stakeholder input is an important tool 
in the development of effective energy legislation and 
regulation. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish to extend my 
thanks to the Department of Energy and the broader 
team that made this possible, in particular the guid-
ance received from the Attorney General’s office, our 
electricity policy experts, Castalia Advisors and Legis-
lative Drafting Services. I would also like to thank the 
Bermuda Energy Working Group and the stakehold-
ers, who have invested much time and effort thus far 
and who continue to help support us in our efforts. 
Their input has been invaluable. Thank you Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Health and Seniors. Minister Jeanne 
Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, this 
Ministerial Statement relates to the changes to HIP 
and FutureCare benefits . . .  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
have a copy of the Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Carry on, please. 
 

HIP AND FUTURECARE—CHANGES TO PREMI-
UMS AND BENEFITS FOR 2015/16 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 This Ministerial Statement is on the changes 
to HIP and FutureCare benefits and premium rates for 

2015/16. Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the 
proposed changes mark the strategic shift in our de-
livery of health care services, which is designed to 
provide better patient outcomes and population well-
ness in relation to the significant investments made by 
Government into the health of our citizens. 
 Ultimately, our aim is to return the health sys-
tem to a sustainable level with the appropriate level of 
accountability. Health care system costs have risen to 
unsustainable levels, and we must continually review 
and remind ourselves and the residents of Bermuda 
that our goal of offering accessible and affordable 
health care is often a conundrum.  
 Please know that we have gone through a 
comprehensive and exhaustive process to come up 
with these recommendations. In keeping with the ex-
pectations as set forth, last year, fiscal year 2014/16, 
HIP, FutureCare and subsidy paid approximately $15 
million in health care claims. Mr. Speaker, the health 
care system needs to move to a proactive approach 
with the emphasis of moving the care back into the 
community. We must look at the future and our future 
generations with a sharp focus on improving the 
health and wellness of our population now, identifying 
the chronic health issues that exist that can be im-
proved upon if started early enough in one’s life cycle. 
 You will have recently heard the results of the 
Steps to a Well Bermuda Survey, which found that 
74.6 per cent of our population is either overweight or 
obese. Another relevant finding from the survey was 
the number of individuals who reported three or more 
chronic disease risk factors, which was 42 per cent of 
the total population aged 18 and over. We must all 
work together to achieve a healthier Bermuda. In 
keeping with improving health at a young age, these 
changes now offer health insurance coverage for 
Bermuda’s youth. 
 Mr. Speaker, as a result of these worrying 
population health statistics and escalating health care 
costs across the board, I am here today to discuss 
four new supplemental health benefits and one en-
hanced benefit to HIP and FutureCare. These chang-
es are in line with HID’s [Health Insurance Depart-
ment] strategic vision of improving care coordination, 
more efficient utilisation of services, improving dis-
ease management, and promoting healthy lifestyle 
choices. 
 Therefore, Mr. Speaker, we are pleased to 
introduce four new health benefits which have been 
added to the HIP and FutureCare plans for 2015/16, 
with an effective date of September 1st, 2015: 

1. Personal home care services that supports 
ageing in place at home and reducing hospital 
length of stay, and promotes healthy ageing. 

2. Increase in specialist visits for improved 
chronic disease management. 

3. Health and wellness benefits for preventative 
care management to stay healthy and reduce 
illness and disease. 
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4. Youth coverage, birth to age 21, to cover chil-
dren for specialists, dental and overseas care. 

 
 Let me now expand upon each benefit.  
 One, personal home care services for HIP 
and FutureCare policyholders. Ageing in place refers 
to living where you have lived for years. This benefit 
will provide services that assist in activities of daily 
living to be brought to you so that you can afford to 
remain in your own home even as your circumstances 
change. In other words, you can continue to live in the 
familiar surroundings of the home of your choice, 
safely and with as much independence and dignity as 
possible, as you get older. Personal care services are 
determined according to your care needs and current 
self-care, and can be adjusted as your care needs 
change. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is widely known that many 
people end up staying in hospitals significantly longer 
than they need to. This is often because patients can-
not afford to go home and receive personal home care 
services. By offering this benefit through HIP and Fu-
tureCare, we are providing an alternative to an un-
necessarily long-term hospital stay or premature 
placement in a rest home or long-term care nursing 
facility. Personal caretaking or adult day care services 
will allow a disabled person or a person with dementia 
to remain in their own home longer, with appropriate 
support. 
 Mr. Speaker, personal home care will provide 
care support for easier transition back to your own 
home during any recovery or recuperation phase that 
you might have. Additionally, in the unfortunate event 
that you have some functional difficulties, this will as-
sist you with accessing care support in your own 
home and in your community so that you remain safe 
and as independent as possible. 
 Two, specialist care numbers of visits and 
fees for HIP and FutureCare policyholders. Mr. 
Speaker, specialist visit fees coverage will increase to 
$565 per year and will comprise two initial visits of 
$170 each, and three follow-up visits which will be 
reimbursed at $75 each. The increased coverage will 
enable you to see your specialist more frequently and 
provide better disease management and decrease 
your co-pay. When combined with the new wellness 
benefits, there will be a more comprehensive ap-
proach to the management of chronic disease through 
better management of chronic illness and a more fo-
cused approach on prevention, wellness and making 
better lifestyle choices. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we all know, better disease 
management will lead to more positive outcomes and 
prevent complications of chronic disease which will 
reduce health care costs in the future. 
 Three, wellness benefit health promotion. Mr. 
Speaker, due to the prevalence of chronic diseases, 
HIP and FutureCare policyholders will be able to uti-
lise a new wellness benefit. This will assist with the 

cost of counselling for asthma, nutrition, diabetes, life-
style habits, smoking cessation, and fall prevention. 
This new benefit is an incentive for self-management 
of health, and promotes health and reduces the risk of 
chronic disease. The goal is to make lasting, positive 
lifestyle and behavioural changes early on for those 
with non-communicable chronic diseases that improve 
health and wellbeing, thus reducing complications of 
chronic disease later on in life. 
 The benefit will cover 80 per cent of pro-
gramme costs subject to a maximum of $35 per visit 
and a maximum of six visits per year.  
 Mr. Speaker, a healthier population in Bermu-
da would be the most positive of outcomes. It is well 
known that prevention and wellness is a far more 
cost-efficient and effective health management tool. 
 Four, youth benefits for HIP policyholders. Mr. 
Speaker, I would now like to discuss the important 
introduction of a youth benefit under HIP for children 
birth to age 18, if youth-subsidy eligible, and to age 21 
if enrolled full-time at the Bermuda College. This ben-
efit will offer paediatrician, GP’s and specialist visits to 
improve chronic disease management and foster de-
velopment of healthier children for the future. 
 Children would be covered at 60 per cent of 
charges for overseas treatment if medically necessary 
and the treatment is not available in Bermuda. There-
fore, Mr. Speaker, we are pleased to offer our children 
a HIP coverage at a reasonable cost of $190 per 
month. 
 A change in overseas care benefit for HIP and 
FutureCare. Mr. Speaker, HID has developed an 
overseas preferred provider network in response to 
the escalating cost of overseas treatment. The majori-
ty of policyholders utilise the United States for over-
seas care, where health care costs are rising and in-
consistent in pricing and quality.  

Mr. Speaker, the overseas preferred provider 
network has been introduced to contain costs without 
compromising patient outcomes. HIP and FutureCare 
policyholders continue to have a choice in where they 
have overseas care. The preferred provider network 
continues to offer the overseas facilities that Bermudi-
ans are familiar with for their care. In network, the 
benefit coverage is unchanged. If a policyholder 
chooses to go outside the network, the benefit cover-
age reduces by 10 per cent. 
 Careful deliberations were taken to ensure 
that the preferred overseas network met the needs of 
the policyholders for quality patient outcomes and the 
best values. This benefit directs the policyholder to the 
best preferred facilities, based on quality and value 
experience related to the medical condition and treat-
ment needed, and offers choice in geographic loca-
tions. Policyholders will be strongly encouraged to use 
the overseas preferred provider networks to contain 
costs. It is anticipated that substantial savings will re-
sult from this policy, with no degradation in quality of 
care and patient outcomes. 
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 Mr. Speaker, as a result of escalating health 
care costs, a significant rise in claims and an increase 
in the standard health benefit SPR [standard premium 
rate], it will be necessary to increase the HIP and Fu-
tureCare premiums. Let me first acknowledge that no 
one wants to hear the word “increase” in this challeng-
ing economic environment. However, I believe that by 
offering additional incentives and proactive health in-
surance benefits that focus on improving health, re-
ducing hospital stays and affording residents of Ber-
muda the dignity of remaining in their own homes for 
as long as possible is paramount. The premium 
changes are considered in conjunction with the new 
health insurance benefits, which are designed to ad-
dress the care needs of the populations served by HIP 
and FutureCare. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Health Insurance Act 1970 
describes the programme as follows: “HIP is a plan 
consisting of Standard Benefits and Supplemental 
Benefits, and is available to both Individual and Group 
insureds . . . FutureCare is a plan designed for per-
sons over the age of 65 and provides comprehensive 
benefits for both Individual and Group insureds . . . 
The Subsidy Program consists of Age, Youth and In-
digent subsidies and is targeted to provide relief to 
these vulnerable populations.” 
 Under the Health Insurance Act 1970 and its 
Regulations, every employer and self-employed per-
son must provide a minimum of standard health bene-
fits for each employee and their non-employed 
spouse. Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that the 
standard health benefit (SHB) is the minimum benefit 
package that must be included in any health insur-
ance policy sold in Bermuda. SHB covers the majority 
of local hospital costs and some non-hospital care, 
and insurers are obligated to pay all claims under 
SHB. As you are aware, the 2015 standard health 
benefit, or SPR premium (which makes up the basic 
benefits to our HIP and FutureCare supplemental in-
surance plans) has increased to $338.07 as of July 
1st, 2015. 
 Additionally, it should be noted that the Mutual 
Reinsurance Fund (MRFC) was increased to $63.74 
from $29.18. Mr. Speaker, as such, the Health Insur-
ance Plan (HIP) premium is to be increased by 11.1 
per cent, from $390 per month to $433.31 per month. 
The FutureCare premium is to be raised by 12.1 per-
cent, from $450 per month to $504.21.  

Mr. Speaker, I have also included the premi-
um changes, which are effective from September 1st, 
2015. The 2015/16 premiums, the new premiums for 
HIP is $433.31; and I said, before it was $390. Fu-
tureCare is $504.21; before it was $450. The HIP 
youth coverage is $190 (this is new). FutureCare non-
subsidised is $1,498.48. And over-65 nonsubsidised 
for HIP is $1,104.78 (this is new). Please note that we 
have a new HIP over-65 nonsubsidised and HIP youth 
rate. These are new benefits and coverages that are 
being offered. 

 Mr. Speaker, this sums up the supplemental 
benefits and changes for HIP and FutureCare that I 
feel are most needed at this time. While there are 
many other benefits that we would like to offer, we are 
keenly aware of the fact that benefits cannot be pro-
vided without a corresponding increase in premiums.  

As health system costs have risen to unsus-
tainable levels, we must continually review and remind 
ourselves and the residents of Bermuda that our goal 
of offering accessible and affordable health care is 
often a conundrum. Please know that we have gone 
through a comprehensive and exhaustive process to 
come up with these recommendations, in keeping with 
the expectations as set forth. You will know that pre-
mium revisions are calculated annually, based on in-
formation provided to us by the Health Insurance 
Committee (HIC), who commissions an annual actuar-
ial review of the premiums, claims and expenses of 
the funds to determine an appropriate premium. 
 Mr. Speaker, the proposed changes mark a 
strategic shift in our delivery of health services, which 
is designed to provide better patient outcomes and 
population wellness in relation to the significant in-
vestment made by Government into the health of our 
citizens. Ultimately, our aim is to return the health sys-
tem to a sustainable level, with the appropriate level of 
accountability. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to conclude by 
thanking the Health Insurance Committee, the actuar-
ies, the BHC [Bermuda Housing Corporation] and HID 
for their hard work. We have difficult decisions to 
make, but I believe we have found the right balance at 
this particular time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Minister. 
 That concludes our Ministerial Statements. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are no reports of committees. 

 
QUESTION PERIOD 

 
The Speaker: So we now move to our Question Peri-
od. 
 So, the Chair will first recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency number 29, MP Zane 
De Silva, who has questions. 
 Just one second, MP De Silva. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: No, we are not doing the Statements. 
The questions first. 
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QUESTION 1: BERMUDA HEROES WEEKEND  

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister of Tourism, will you please share with 
this Honourable House, what was the total sponsor-
ship given to Bermuda Heroes Weekend by the Ber-
muda Tourism Authority?  
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Bermu-
da Tourism Authority’s total value of sponsorship giv-
en to Bermuda Heroes Weekend was $50,000. 
 
The Speaker: How many? Sorry? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Fifty thousand dollars. 
 
The Speaker: Fifty thousand; thank you. 
 Yes, MP De Silva again. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, was this a grant 
or a loan? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do not know for certain, 
Honourable Member. I believe it is a grant. 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Is the Minister giving 
an undertaking to bring that information back? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I can get clarification, but 
I am pretty sure it was a grant. 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Second question, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA HEROES WEEKEND  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please share with this Honourable House, what 
was the total value of sponsorship given to Bermuda 
Heroes Weekend from other Government Ministries 
requested and received by the BTA? 

 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. And 
again, for the first question, the question was in rela-
tion to the sponsorship. And that is why I am sure it 
was a grant. It was a sponsorship, rather than a loan. 
 For the second question, the Ministry of 
Community, Culture and Sport provided $2,500 for the 
Concert in the Park on Sunday. I believe that that re-
quest came directly from the organisers and not from 
the BTA. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP De Silva. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA HEROES WEEKEND 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Will the Honourable Minister please share 
with this Honourable House, what was the total value 
of in-kind services given to the Bermuda Heroes 
Weekend requested and received from all Govern-
ment Ministries? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Ministry of Tourism 
Development and Transport provided in-kind services 
with additional buses and ferry services for a com-
bined amount of $4,456. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 All right. Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 We should have written responses, and not all 
written responses have been received. I am asking 
that those written responses that have not been re-
ceived be produced by those Ministers certainly early 
next week. 
 Yes, I recognise the Leader of the Opposition. 
Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.
 Can the Government give us an explanation 
as to why the responses to written questions are not 
available for some Ministers, but for others, and it is 
the same question? They have asked the same ques-
tion seven, eight times, Mr. Speaker. And we have got 
to understand how we can receive the responses from 
three or four Ministries and then not have responses 
from the other. Is it an issue of the Minister not press-
ing it? Or is it civil service incompetence? What is the 
explanation, Mr. Speaker? 
 And I am not casting aspersions, but this is 
not the first time. 
 
The Speaker: I understand, Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Right. 

The Speaker: It looks like the Minister of Finance 
would like to respond. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The answer to that ques-
tion is that some of these questions pertain to gov-
ernment quangoes. And these quangoes have not 
been able to ferret out all this information as yet. I can 
tell you from my Ministry, it includes the Bermuda 
Monetary Authority. And there are many, many con-
sultants used by the Monetary Authority, and they 
have not been able to get the numbers yet. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So that is why some differ 
from others. 

The Speaker: And I would just ask that the Ministers 
please work hard to see that that information is 
brought forward to those who asked the questions. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of information, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

POINT OF INFORMATION 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just want to know, on my 
one . . . But I am assuming it is my one, but it says “W. 
L. Scott.” It should be probably “W. L. Furbert,” the 
second one after Mr. De Silva. 

[Pause] 

The Speaker: Sorry. Where are you? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The second page [on the 
Order of Business], after MP De Silva. 

An Hon. Member: The first set of written questions. 

The Speaker: Oh, the first set of written answers. 
Thanks. That helps. Yes, it should be questions 
from . . . Yes, thanks, right. That will be . . . Let me 
see. It would be Wayne E. Scott. It should be W. 
E. Scott. Sorry. The questions are from Lawrence 
Scott. 
An Hon. Member: Lawrence Scott? 

The Speaker: Yes. Are they not? 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I will ask the questions, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: No. Those were written questions, 
Honourable Member. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I am so sorry, Mr. Speaker. 

[Laughter] 

The Clerk: We will have to adjust or check the original 
hard copies to verify that. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, we would like to 
just move on. It is just a little typo. We understand it 
was probably a typo. 

The Speaker: Right. Okay. Well, the Honourable 
Member asked the question. It had nothing to do with 
me. 

All right. Now we go to the questions on the 
Statement. The first question is the facility agreement. 
And the Chair will recognise the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Oh, you would like to go to the other? 

The Chair will then recognise the Honourable 
Rolfe Commissiong. 

QUESTION 1: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, will the Honourable Finance 

Minister . . . (I should direct my question to him). Hon-
ourable Finance Minister, back in 2013 you pledged 
that you would not emulate the practice of the previ-
ous Government by borrowing on a year-over-year 
basis. But you have done precisely that, violating your 
own commitment to multi-year financing. 

The Speaker: Question, Honourable Member. Ques-
tion. 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Would you not concede 
that you have done this, sir? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No, we have not done 
that. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency number— 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Supplementary. Supplementary from 
MP— 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
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Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Minister, how do you ex-
plain the contradiction? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: There is no contradiction. 
The facility I announced this morning is for two years. 
It is not year-over-year. The previous borrowing we 
did for $800 million was for two-and-a-half years. So 
there is no year-over-year borrowing; there is no con-
tradiction. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Question. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He just misled the House. 
The Honourable Minister just misled the House. He 
said that that $800 million was for a two-and-a-half 
year period. That was not, Mr. Speaker; it was for a 
three-year period. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, could you just clarify that? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Actually, it was a 10-year 
bond. It is just that we had to borrow after two-and-a-
half years. But it was a 10-year bond. 
 
The Speaker: Please, Honourable Member. Please 
let the Honourable Minister . . . 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So, the Honourable 
Member is not right. The Honourable Member is not 
right. 
 But the question that was asked of me was, 
Were we borrowing on a year-over-year basis? And 
the answer to that is clearly no. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, that is mis-
leading the House. I have his Ministerial Statement 
here dated 21st of June 2013, and he says that this 
$800 million is for a three-year period—his Ministerial 
Statement. 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member, for that. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 29. 
 

QUESTION 1: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, you said in that same Ministerial 
Statement two years ago that you were borrowing 
$800 million for three years. Would you not agree, or 
will you agree that your poor management [has re-
sulted] in this further $200 million being requested 
today after only two years? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Let the Minister answer. You cannot 
answer for the Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Yes, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Minister, is the $200 million— 
 
The Speaker: Second question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Is the $200 million that you 
are requesting today because of your and the OBA’s 
inability to create 2,000 jobs for the people, as prom-
ised in 2012? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, a supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Why not, Minister? 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Explain to the people why 
you— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 The question is? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: My question is, Why not? 
Explain to the people of Bermuda, why not? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, we inherited 
a Government in disarray, a deficit that was out of 
control. 
 
Some Hon. Members: No! Ooh!  
 
The Speaker: The Minister has a right to answer. He 
has a right to answer. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Members do not want to hear the truth. You 
would like to drown out the truth, but the truth will not 
be drowned out. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We inherited a Govern-
ment whose spending was out of control. And that 
spending is being brought to heel in an organised and 
year-over-year basis. It cannot be just stopped over-
night. And we have made that very clear to the public. 
Even if the Opposition have not heard it, everybody 
else has heard it and understands that this thing can-
not be changed overnight. It has to be changed on a 
stepwise basis. And that is exactly what we are doing. 
It has nothing to do with mismanagement. The mis-
management occurred under their watch, not ours. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Minister 
just said that it was because of the PLP’s misman-
agement that they are asking for this $200 [million]. 
 My question is, Mr. Speaker, Will the Minister, 
who looked under the hood two-and-a-half years ago 
and has had the reins for two-and-a-half years, now 

say that he and the OBA Government have misman-
aged the funds since that time? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Clearly not. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on June the 21st, 2013, the Hon-
ourable Minister stood in this House with a Ministerial 
Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. Just a minute. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: No. I could not hear you; that is all. The 
other Members are interrupting. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I refer to the June 21st Ministerial 
Statement of 2013. And on page 2, the Minister said 
(and I quote), “Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members 
and the public may ask, Why have we decided to 
make this strategic change [to multi-year expenditure 
framework]? I can advise that the reasons are as fol-
lows: We consider that we are in the last phase of the 
ultra-low US dollar interest rate cycle. As the US 
economy gains strength . . . US dollar interest rates, 
and therefore bond yields and borrowing costs, are 
highly likely to rise.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I must say, in asking my ques-
tion, that that was dead wrong. In fact, interest rates 
have fallen. 
 
The Speaker: Question. Get to your question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, he goes on to 
say, “Borrowing three years’ worth of deficits now will 
save the Government tens of millions of dollars of in-
terest costs. This will give us certainty of financing, as 
well. Instead of borrowing on a year-to-year basis in a 
rising interest rate market, we will be locking in three 
years at low rates. It will demonstrate that we are as-
serting control of our deficit situation instead of being 
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constantly reactive. It will also demonstrate to rating 
agencies that we are tapping the local money mar-
kets, as they have repeatedly recommended.” 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Get to your question, Honoura-
ble Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My supplementary, based on 
that Statement two years ago, Will the Minister now 
agree with us that today’s borrowing or today’s an-
nouncement is an [admission] of the strategic failure 
on your part as Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Burt. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Min-
ister of Finance to possibly explain to the people of 
this country how he does not feel that he has failed 
when he told us that this money would last for three 
years, and now he is coming back [in] less than two 
years [since] he made that Statement to tell us that we 
are borrowing more money. Can he please explain 
why he does not consider that a sense of his poor 
management of the Government budget? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, some of this 
money that we borrowed has gone off to pay bonds 
that the former Government borrowed that have ma-
tured. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We have had to refinance 
that debt. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Minister. 
 Both sides . . . I would like for both sides to be 
quiet so that we can hear! If you want to get the infor-
mation, you have got to be quiet so we can listen to it! 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So, Mr. Speaker, we 
have had to deal with their chickens that have come 
home to roost. We continue to have to do that. And 
this facility that I am announcing this morning, before 

this facility is finished we will have to pay off another 
$50 million, a private placement bond, I believe, that is 
going to mature in that period. It is another one of their 
chickens that is coming home to roost. 
 So, we have, Mr. Speaker, to deal with all of 
these things. And the deficits that the Government are 
running are certainly coming down. And those deficits, 
of course, are part of the reason that we have to do 
this financing. And the deficit for this year, I believe, 
will come down as well. So there is no failure on the 
part of this Government.  

Insofar as interest rates are concerned, the 
Honourable Member clearly does not know how to 
read interest rates. 
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And I see they are jump-
ing up and down. But he is talking about short-term 
interest rates. But if you look at bond rates, he is 
wrong. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, really? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 18, MP Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I find the Minister’s answer 
somewhat comedic. But can the Minister please con-
firm— 
 
The Speaker: Is this a— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Can the Minister please confirm 
that, as it is published in the Budget Book, we know 
exactly when bonds are expiring. It is not a surprise. 
And this is something that is taken into account in fi-
nancing. Is the Honourable Minister now telling us that 
he did not take into account the bonds that were going 
to mature during the three years, and that is the rea-
son he is attempting to blame the Progressive Labour 
Party for his inability in coming back two years after 
saying that the $800 million he borrowed will last three 
years?  

Is it not the truth that he knew that these 
bonds were going to mature before, and he is using 
that as an excuse to cover up his poor financial man-
agement? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I have to 
say that if the Honourable Member thinks that the in-
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credibly poor management of the government financ-
es of their Government is comedic, he needs to go 
someplace and have some sort of counsel with his 
psychologist. If he thinks this is comedic, he has got a 
big think coming. There is nothing funny about this! 
There is nothing funny about the finances of this coun-
try! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And if they think that I am 
going to stand up here and listen to this nonsense 
after having put this country in this situation that we 
are trying to get it out of, he has got another think 
coming! 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I was just pointing out 
that insofar as the deficits are concerned, we have the 
deficit plus the bond maturities to deal with. And you 
are making a big thing about the three years. But, you 
know, we are not using this facility today. We are just 
arranging it today. All right? This is planning for the 
future. We cannot come up to the day before our 
money runs out and say, Whoa! Well, I’ve got to go to 
the bank and see if I can borrow some money. That is 
what they did, Mr. Speaker! We do not do it that way! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 6. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, there is nothing 
funny in coming back a year earlier than was prom-
ised by the Government. Because the Minister is 
showing he is angry— 
 
The Speaker: You have got a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But the Minister, because he 
is showing he is angry at the Opposition, is that he is 
hitting home and that his policies have failed over the 
two-and-a-half years. 
 
The Speaker: What is the question, Honourable 
Member? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

An Hon. Member: Would he agree? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I said, Would he agree, Mr. 
Speaker, that over the last two-and-a-half years, the 
policies by the Government have failed, particularly by 
that Minister, and it is time to change that Ministry to 
Grant Gibbons? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: He is trying to rope in my 
colleague. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, all of the 
failures that have to do with financing this Government 
rest on the shoulders of the former Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No, no. We are trying to 
clean up their mess. This Government is in debt at the 
moment of just over $2 billion. When we became 
Government, they were running $350 million deficits! 
In other words, adding to that by $350 million a year. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Minister is mis-
leading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: There was never a $350 million 
deficit. The Minister needs to retract and restate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Oh—$340 million. All 
right? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: All right. You know, this is 
ridiculous, Mr. Speaker.  

The problem with the Opposition here is that 
they will not take responsibilities for their mess-up. 
They will not take responsibility for it. And the people 
of Bermuda have figured that out. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
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 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from— 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: We will take responsibility for 
our mess-up— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —when you take responsibil-
ity for your failure! 
 
The Speaker: I have not asked you to speak yet. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Wait until you are recognised, and you 
will have plenty of opportunity. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 13, MP Glenn 
Blakeney. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes. I have not heard some-
thing so ridiculous, which is why Standard & Poor’s is 
probably losing confidence in this country. So, Minis-
ter of Finance, since you want to concentrate on our 
failure, why can you not tell us what you have been 
successful with, on the opposite side of the coin, in 
growing the economy? Why have you not grown the 
economy to offset the deficit challenge that we have, 
based on your promises in the platform as to what you 
would do to turn it around sooner rather than later? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is an easy question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We are. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you. 
 You have another supplementary? 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, supplementary. 
 Since you are, where are the jobs? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: My honourable colleague 
this morning just outlined hundreds of jobs that are 
being created. If you had been listening, you would 
have heard it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Minister. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Second supplementary. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

 
HOUSE VISITORS 

 
The Speaker: Just before you leave, I just want to 
recognise some folks in the gallery just very quickly. 
Ms. Sandra Barnhardt and Mr. John Gilead from 
Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: They are here. Yes. Good day. I hope 
you have enjoyed the few moments you have been 
with us. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you. All right. 
 Thank you. Carry on. 
 
[Question Period continuing] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I heard the Statement, Mr. 
Speaker. And those projections are just that, until they 
become a reality. Where are the jobs from 2012 till 
now? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Statis-
tics Department reported some statistics that were a 
year old. So if the Honourable Members are going on 
that basis,  you know, you are going on data that are 
out of date.  But I can tell you, the evidence that we 
have, and a lot of our stats are not up to date, but the 
most up-to-date ones, as I have said many times, and 
the most reliable data set that we have for the health 
of the Bermuda economy is retail sales. And retail 
sales continue to be positive. They have been positive 
for, I think, seven consecutive months. 
 So, yes, the evidence is there. And also, you 
will see as we go on that there will be jobs created. 
But there has been a turnaround in this economy, 
whether the Honourable Member wants to admit it or 
not. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have another supplementary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, this is my question. 
 
The Speaker: Your question, your question. 
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QUESTION 1: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-

MENT 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister earlier 
stated that we on this side have no clue [about] the 
difference between short-term and long-term interest 
rates. He said other things, too, in addition to pointing 
his fingers, which we understand the origins of where 
that type of behaviour is coming from, Mr. Speaker. 
 But let us ask the Minister of Finance a test 
question. Mr. Speaker, on September the 13th, 2013, 
in this House, the Minister made the following State-
ment: “I can now report on this successful capital 
markets transaction which raised (US)$750 million in 
10-year bonds, at an all-in yield of just 4.854 per cent 
by the Government of Bermuda. This transaction rep-
resents the largest-ever bond transaction and lowest-
ever bond spread for the Government of Bermuda in 
the public bond markets. Now, what do I mean by 
‘bond spread’?,” Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: You have got to ask him a question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I have to because— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: You have to ask a question. 
 Honourable Member! Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Hush you and listen. I have a 
test question for you. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! If you can get to 
the question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am just repeating his words 
because everything is connected. You cannot make a 
distinction between a Statement two years ago on the 
same issue of finance as today. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Get to your question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He goes on to say— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute. Honourable Member, 
have your seat for a second. Have your seat for a 
second. 
 Honourable Members, we are all going to be 
mindful that one Member will speak at a time.  
 And, Honourable Member, if I can ask you to . 
. .  you are prefacing, yes. So, preface as quickly as 
you can. 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, I am just about finished. I 
would have been done by now, Mr. Speaker, if it were 
not for the interruptions. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He goes on to say, “What do I 
mean by ‘bond spread’? The bond spread is the dif-
ference between the yield on Bermuda’s bond as 
compared to the yield on a US Treasury 10-year 
bond. This spread is the measure of whether we ob-
tained a good deal or not; the smaller the spread, the 
better the deal.” 
 Mr. Speaker, my question to the crystal-ball 
Minister of Finance— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! Honourable 
Member! Honourable Member! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He calls himself the crystal-
ball Minister! 
 
The Speaker: Please, Honourable Member! That is 
not necessary. Please, please— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My question— 
 
The Speaker: Please take that back. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I do not want them to deflect, 
Mr. Speaker. I have a simple question for the Minister 
of Finance. 
 
The Speaker: Right. Ask the question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Based on the 4.75 per cent of 
this facility, based on what you said a few years ago, 
is this a good deal or not? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, that is a 
legitimate question. But the preface was totally illegit-
imate. You know? It is a legitimate question to ask if 
this is a good deal. You do not have to go through all 
that— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No! You took liberties; I 
am taking liberties, right? He did not have to go 
through palaver to ask whether this is a good deal! 
That is a legitimate question.  
 So the answer is yes, this is a legitimate inter-
est rate that we have gotten. In comparison to . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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The Speaker: Just a minute. Honourable Member, 
please take your seat. 
 When everybody is ready, we will start again. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I said, this is a good deal. This is two-year 
money. This rate that we have obtained compares 
favourably to quotes that we got from other local 
banks, as well as international banks. The conditions 
of the loan are flexible compared to conditions of other 
proposals that we obtained. They are less restrictive 
than some of the things that other bankers want us to 
do. The administrative front-end costs are all superior. 
And most importantly, the flexibility is superior to the 
other offers that we have gotten. So, yes, this is a 
good deal. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. MP Burt, you have a supplemen-
tary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 My supplementary question is based upon the 
Minister’s response, talking about the bond spread. 
Because when we talk about the bond spread, as he 
said previously, the bond spread represents whether 
or not the investors have confidence in the Govern-
ment of Bermuda.  

Will the Minister admit that the bond spread, 
or the spread between 10-year US Treasuries, which 
he measures, and the current rate of borrowing, is 
higher than the bond spread when he borrowed in 
2013? And will he also admit that it is strange for a 
higher bond spread when you are borrowing at a 
shorter term— 
 
The Speaker: One question. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And is that not being that he is 
paying— 
 
The Speaker: Just one question. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —more money than he should? 
 
The Speaker: One question. 
 Honourable Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, this is a 
classic case of comparing— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: This is a classic case of comparing 
apples to oranges. This is not a bond, Honourable 
Member. This is not—repeat, this is not— a bond.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Got it?  

You got it?  
So any comparison to bonds is comparing 

apples to oranges. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is correct. You 
know, you need to go back to the little textbook that 
maybe you did not read. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. Speak to the 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: This is not a bond issue. 
So all of this stuff about bonds is just irrelevant.  

This is a credit facility. It is like an overdraft 
facility. In a bond issue, you get all the money up 
front. And then you spend it the way you want to 
spend, and the markets make that adjustment. In an 
overdraft facility, you borrow it when you need it. 
 So in the comparison, the Honourable Mem-
bers are, as usual, wrong. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I was looking forward 
to the answer and the lecture. 
 My supplementary question is, given that the 
Honourable Minister says that there is a difference, 
does he not concede that it is incredibly strange that 
the bond spread for a two-year credit facility is higher 
than the bond spread two years ago for a 10-year 
bond? Typically, Mr. Speaker, you pay more interest 
for a longer thing. But now we are at a shorter facility. 
So, how come the bond spread has increased? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 Honourable Member. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: You have a Minister who is answering 
the question. So, please. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, interest 
rates are rising. 
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An Hon. Member: What! 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. The 
Honourable Minister is misleading the House again. 
When he issued the bonds, the 10-year Treasury rate 
was 2.6 per cent. And today it is 25 basis points left, 
at 2.35 per cent. The Honourable Minister should re-
tract his statement and stop misleading the House 
and the people of this country. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am talking about the 
interest rates that we are having to pay, right, on an 
overdraft facility. I am not going to talk to that Honour-
able Member about that bond issue that we had and 
what interest rates and all that sort of stuff. You know, 
we made that decision, and we locked in low interest 
rates at a very good rate that were good, advanta-
geous for this country. We are now going forward with 
another type of facility. 
 If the Honourable Member wants to have 
some sort of academic discussion that has no mean-
ing, no bearing to the people of Bermuda, he is wel-
come to do that! I am not going to join him. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 MP Burt, yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I thank you very 
much. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to ask my first ques-
tion, because it is amazing that the Honourable Minis-
ter of Finance— 
 
The Speaker: No, no. That was a supplementary. 
That was the second supplementary, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am going to go to my first ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, because the Minister 
of Finance has said that we will not take responsibility, 
the Minister of Finance has said that this is an aca-
demic discussion that does not affect the people of 
Bermuda . . .  

 Mr. Speaker, and I will quote from his State-
ment of June 21st, 2013, in where he said (and I 
quote), “This strategy will save the Treasury between 
$20 [million] and $40 million, depending on what in-
terest rates do in the next three years. One thing we 
do know . . . [they] are not going down. Saving that 
kind of money reduces the debt.” 
 My question is, Mr. Speaker, will the Minister 
now admit that his bet was wrong, and although he 
said then that he knew interest rates were going to go 
[up], they did the very same opposite of what he said 
(the interest rates have gone [down]), and because 
those interest rates have gone [down], does that not 
mean that his poor decision-making has cost the peo-
ple of this country more? It is not academic. This is 
the people’s money. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. Minister. Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No. I answered that ques-
tion in the last answer I just gave. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am going to attempt 
to give the Minister another chance at answering the 
question, because it seems as though if the Minister 
of Finance tells us that we will not accept the respon-
sibility, the question is, Will he accept responsibility? I 
will then go on to say, he said in June 2013, “Borrow-
ing three years’ worth of deficits now will save the 
Government tens of millions of dollars of interest 
costs.” That was made on the assumption that interest 
rates were going to go up. 
 Given the fact that interest rates have gone 
down, will the Honourable Minister of Finance please 
tell the country how much his bet has not saved the 
taxpayer, but cost the taxpayer? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, when we 
had that . . . In the first place, I have to say that this 
conversation is going on about something we did two 
years ago, and I thought we were supposed to be an-
swering questions on this facility. They have talked 
about everything except this facility. 
 But let me say this. When we went to the 
markets and we borrowed $800 million or $750 in in-
ternational markets, it was the lowest interest rate 
spread that this Government has obtained in the 400-
year history of this country. So, you know, the Hon-
ourable Member can pontificate. He can engage in 
bombastic statements all he likes. But you cannot 
change that fact! 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
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Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, my second supple-
mentary on my first question.  
 It is interesting that the Minister of Finance will 
say that you cannot change history, but will not get up 
here and tell the people of this country how much 
money his poor decision-making cost. So I will give 
him another chance to answer the question. 
 Given that he said that interest rates were 
going to rise, and because of that, his transaction 
would have saved the Government $20 [million] to 
$40 million, given that interest rates did not rise, they 
fell, can he tell the people of this country how much 
his poor decision-making cost the people of Bermu-
da? 
 
The Speaker: I think the Honourable Member just . . . 
That is the same question. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The question I asked was how 
much? How much money . . . If he said it was going to 
save $20 to $40 million then, how much has it cost the 
people of this country? How much, Mr. Speaker is not 
a yes-or-no question. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I have al-
ready answered that question. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Honourable Minister, the Statement on page 2 
indicates that $125 million is estimated as the borrow-
ing requirement. But you are actually borrowing $200 
million. What is the $70 million not quoted here going 
to be used for? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It also says, Honourable 
Member, that we have bonds maturing. We have 
bonds maturing during the period. We also have mon-
ey in the Sinking Fund that we are going to use, as 
well. The net-net of all those factors means that we 
need that $200 million for financing the deficit, for put-
ting money into the Sinking Fund, for retiring debt, and 
[this is] taking into account cash that we already have 
on hand. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the MP from constit-
uency number 29. You have another question? 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: This would be your . . . Yes? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: On? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: On the Shadow Minister. 
 
The Speaker: That is past. This is a supplementary 
on? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, yes. 
 
The Speaker: We are on Mr. Commissiong's ques-
tion, Honourable Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes. Yes, supplemen-
tary, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, in light of what you just said with re-
gard to the Sinking Fund, two years ago you said in 
your Ministerial Statement that you would take money 
out of the Sinking Fund as needed to finance the defi-
cit in future years. My question is, Was that statement 
incorrect then, or are you incorrect with your borrow-
ing today? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Honourable Member, the thing is, 
what we have to be doing, we are concentrating on 
what the Honourable Minister has said today. All 
right? Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and I 
was asking about the question— 
 
The Speaker: No, no, no. Go ahead. 
 Madam Clerk, just read the rule for me. 
 
The Clerk: Guidelines for Question Period Appendix 
A. Section “1(a) The question must arise directly from 
the contents of the Ministerial Statement and be di-
rected to the Minister concerned.” 
 “1(c) Questions must be short and to the point 
and framed in the following terms: [Example:] ‘With 
respect to the matter raised by the Minister in his/her 
Statement [the member may quote the relevant por-
tions], would the Honourable Minister please (in-
form/tell/clarify) for this Honourable House etc.’ or 
other acceptable variations thereon.” 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Burt. 
 Yes, MP De Silva. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you for that clarifica-
tion. 

So my question remains the same. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sure. With regard to your 
comment with the Sinking Fund in this Statement, you 
have previously stated that you will take money out of 
the Sinking Fund as needed to finance the deficit in 
future years. 

So my question is, Was that a misstatement 
then, or is this statement today with regard to the 
$200 [million] a mistake? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Neither. 
Let us just . . . for the benefit of the listening 

public, when we went to the market last time, we bor-
rowed more money than we needed for the current 
account deficit. The extra money that we borrowed, 
we put into the Sinking Fund. It was kept separate 
from the other money we had in the Sinking Fund al-
ready. And we used that money to finance the deficits, 
going forward. 

So that money that we put aside that we bor-
rowed, the extra money we borrowed that we doled 
out over a period of time for the Sinking Fund is now 
almost gone. But there is still money in the Sinking 
Fund, all right, because the law requires us to put 
money into the Sinking Fund. 

So neither of those statements is incorrect; 
they are both correct. 

The Speaker: Right. Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member from 21. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Will the Honourable Finance Minister concede 

that it has been the failure of the macro-economic pol-
icies of his Government that has led us directly to this 
added request for borrowing? 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It is the failures of the 
former Government that has put us in this situation. 
You cannot deny it! 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
And I think we have . . . Honourable Mem-

bers! Honourable Members, with respect, I think we 
have burnt that question. I mean, you know, so let’s . . 
.  MP Burt. 

Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. Regardless— 

The Speaker: Your second question? 

Mr. E. David Burt: My second question, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

QUESTION 2: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

Mr. E. David Burt: Regardless of the fact that we are 
two-and-a-half years into the Government’s term and 
they still refuse to accept responsibility for anything, I 
will ask the question, because in the Honourable Min-
ister’s Statement today where he speaks about the 
interest rate that this was borrowed at, the Honourable 
Minister previously gave an answer in which he stat-
ed, and I quote, “Interest rates are rising.” When he 
said interest rates are rising, he said our interest 
rates, the interest rates that we are charged. 

Will the Minister please explain to the people 
of this country that when borrowers require higher in-
terest rates from you, that means that your plan is not 
working and they do not have confidence in the plan 
of the way you are going forward? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. E. David Burt: I have no issue restating it again. 
What I will say, because we will get it here— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, the Honourable Minister— 

The Speaker: Come on, Honourable Member. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, it amuses me to no 
end of how animated the Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance is today with his refusal to accept responsibility. 
But I will ask again. 

Very simply, he stated that we are being 
charged higher interest rates for our borrowing. Will 
the Minister please explain to the listening public that 
when lenders require higher interest rates, this means 
that they have a lack of confidence in the direction of 
your economy, and if they [did] have confidence, they 
would not be demanding higher interest rates? Yes, 
please. 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I could wax 
poetic on this particular subject for a long time, and I 
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know you will not let me. But interest rates are a factor 
of not only the risk that the lender perceives in the 
borrower, but also the lender’s cost of capital.  

In banking terms today, it is the cost of capital 
that is on a rising trend. And that is what I meant. In-
terest rates are rising. It is the cost of capital. And, you 
know, no bank is going to have a cost of capital of, 
say, 5 per cent, and then lend to the Bermuda Gov-
ernment at 4.75 per cent. You know, they have to 
cover their costs of capital. They put on their margin, 
and that is what we pay. And as their cost of capital 
varies in international money markets, then the bor-
rower has to pay for that. 

So, the Honourable Member’s thesis is only 
based on a portion of the equation, the risk factor per-
ceived in the borrower. But there is also the cost of 
capital that has to do with the ultimate interest rate 
that a borrower pays. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
MP Burt. 

Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Mr. E. David Burt: I thank the Minister for his re-
sponse because the Minister states that the cost of 
capital adds a factor on it. Given that interest rates, 
both short- and long-term, for banks have fallen since 
the last time we went to the market, would that not 
indicate that the banks’ cost of capital has actually 
fallen, and, therefore, they have less confidence in the 
Government’s way forward? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: They are not falling any-
more. They are rising. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
The Chair will recognise— 

Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: You have a supplementary? 

Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker, because I can-
not let the Minister of Finance get away with mislead-
ing the public. So I have to repeat this statement, or 
this question, because we have to get to it, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: You cannot ask the same question. 

Mr. E. David Burt: No, no, Mr. Speaker. Because the 
Honourable Minister of Finance just said that their in-
terest rates are rising. 

The Speaker: Yes. So, your question? 

Mr. E. David Burt: Interest rates previously were 2.6 
per cent, and now they are at 2.35 per cent. They are 
falling. Can the Minister of Finance please confirm 
that interest rates, long-term interest rates and short-
term interest rates, are lower now than they were on 
July 30th, the last time he went to the market? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, when you 
measure whether the motion, or the momentum, of 
interest rates . . . I heard him say, Come on. You keep 
asking me technical questions. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member, just, just— 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I need to give a proper 
answer! 

The Speaker: Yes. Right. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Or else I will not answer. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Go ahead, Honourable Minister. Carry 
on. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You are taking an interest 
rate two years ago, and you take an interest rate now, 
and you make an assumption that they are falling. 
That is a ridiculous assumption. Right? Because what 
happened yesterday? What were the interest rates 
yesterday? What were the interest rates last week? 
What were the interest rates last month? Right? 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So, what I am saying 
here is that interest rates now are rising. Right? The 
Federal Reserve is about to raise interest rates. Inter-
est rates are rising. And that is my statement, and I 
am standing by it. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, supplementary. 

The Speaker: Yes, Leader of the Opposition. Yes. 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I know that any-
one could watch Bloomberg and CNBC and see that 
central banks worldwide are still continuing a zero-
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interest rate policy. So I am not sure why the Minister 
is trying to take advantage of people’s ignorance in 
this country in terms of international finance. 

The Speaker: What is your question? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Interest rates are going lower 
and lower by the day. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a question based on the 
Statement, supplementary to what the Minister just 
said. The Minister just said he borrowed or took this 
facility at 4.75 per cent locally. He said he is also sat-
isfied with the fact that local financial institutions were 
able to provide Government with these financing 
needs for the year, demonstrating strength in the local 
financial sector. 

My question, Mr. Speaker: Did the Minister 
consider going to the international markets for the 
same type of financing, and were the international 
markets’ rates higher than this local facility? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, you know, if 
the Honourable Members of the Opposition would lis-
ten to the answers, they would not ask questions like 
this. Because I have already said here, standing in 
this place a few minutes ago, that we went to interna-
tional lenders for this facility. I already said so. 

An Hon. Member: And what happened? 

The Speaker: Thanks. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: This was the most advan-
tageous deal that we could get. Oh, I said that al-
ready. Thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So, Mr. Speaker, last supple-
mentary. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It appears as if the Minister is 
admitting [there is] a lack of confidence of the interna-
tional investors in Bermuda. 

The Speaker: Question? Question? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, if this is such a 
good deal, then why did the Minister not, instead of 
having a one-year facility, make the same losing bet 
he made two-and-a-half years ago and get a three-
year facility of $600 million, if interest rates will rise, 
according to his crystal ball? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, it is the 
strategy of this Government and my Ministry to go for 
two years.  

You know what? If we would go [with] the 
Honourable Member’s strategy, we would be busting 
out our debt ceiling—just like his Government did year 
after year after year! They set a debt ceiling policy, 
and they busted through it every year. 

We do not do business that way in this Gov-
ernment, Mr. Speaker. We do business in a prudential 
way. That is how we do business. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. Thank you, Minister. 

The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, MP Commissiong. You have another ques-
tion? 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: This is your third question. 

QUESTION 2: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: To the Honourable Finance 
Minister: Will the Finance Minister not concede that 
the ratings agencies will draw an adverse inference as 
a result of this additional borrowing at this time? 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: No. They know that we 
have to borrow. They know that. Everybody knows 
that, except maybe you guys. But everybody knows 
that. So there is no negative inference. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. All right. Thank you. 

The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 29. You have a 
third question? 

QUESTION 3: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, I do, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you. 

Minister, on page 3, you state, “Lower costs 
as a result of the fact that the usual arrangement and 
other fees that normally are associated with other 
forms of borrowing such as public bond offerings are 
lower for this deal.” And you went on to say, “For con-
text, it is noted that these fees can typically range 
from $500,000 to $2 million.”  

Can you tell this House and the people of 
Bermuda, what fee did we pay for this facility? 

The Speaker: Minister. 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It is a good question. I do 
not have the number, but I promise to get back to you. 
Because all of this is transparent. I just know that the 
fees that we got, [which] we have been quoted from 
Butterfield Bank, were very competitive indeed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Minister 
just said they were competitive, but he cannot re-
member what that number is. So, until he gets us that 
number, and I am hoping he does so very soon, when 
he says competitive, would that mean between the 
$500,000 and $2 million? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I cannot commit to a 
number until I know the number. But I will tell you that 
it was one of the lowest, if not the lowest, front-end 
arrangement fees that we were quoted. And I do not 
think it was that much. But I do not want to commit to 
a number because numbers have lives of their own. 
But I promise you, Honourable Member, I will get you 
that number, because it is relevant. 
 
The Speaker: All right.  
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 18. This is your 
third question. 
 

QUESTION 3: $200 MILLION FACILITY AGREE-
MENT 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Minister’s previous answer 
spoke about the raising of the debt ceiling. Will the 
Honourable Minister give a commitment to this House 
today that he will not come back to this Parliament 
before the end of this Government’s term or before 
next year and ask for a raise in the debt ceiling? 
 
An Hon. Member: Aha! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I will try not to. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ho, ho, ho, ho! 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, given the fiscal plans 
and seeing that the Minister says that he has a medi-
um-term expenditure framework and knows how 
things are going to go in the future, when does the 
Minister perceive that he will have to raise the statuto-
ry borrowing limit of this country from the $2.5 billion 
of where it is currently established? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That question is based on 
a false premise, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you. 
 Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I do not understand 
the false premise, but I will try to ask the question 
again. 
 Can the Minister please tell us when he be-
lieves it will be necessary for the Government of Ber-
muda to raise the statutory borrowing limit from $2.5 
billion? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The premise is that we 
will need to raise it. And that is a premise that I will not 
accept. All right? So I do not note . . . Unlike [what] the 
Honourable Member said, you know, I cannot predict 
the future. I can only do probabilities. That is what I 
do. You know? I do probabilities. But I can say that I 
cannot answer that question because it is based on a 
premise that is strictly hypothetical. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 Thank you, Honourable Members. Thank you, 
Honourable Members. 
 We now move to the second Statement, the 
second Statement by Dr. the Honourable Grant Gib-
bons, on the America’s Cup. 
 Do any Members have questions? I do have 
MP Wayne Furbert, from constituency number 6. 
 

QUESTION 1: AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was just wondering if the Minis-
ter is concerned, based on the polls that came out 
recently, that 70 per cent of Bermudians feel that they 
will not receive any benefit from the events of the 
America’s Cup event? 
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The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I am not sure which poll he is referring to. The 
poll that I read in the Gazette a couple of days ago did 
not cite those numbers. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 5, MP Burgess. 
 

QUESTION 1: AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister reports 
that there are 236 workers employed in projects relat-
ed to the America’s Cup. How many of the 236 are 
Bermudians? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I have 
no idea at this point, but I can try and find out. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I would say since 
these are small Bermudian construction firms, for the 
most part, certainly the vast majority would be. But I 
do not have those stats. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise MP De Silva. Is this a 
supplementary, or do you have a question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: This is my question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Your question, yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, on page 2 in your 
Statement, you talked about the projects up at Dock-
yard that are valued at over $4.7 million. With many 
more projects due to be let, Minister, I ask, why do 
you or the ACBDA not have open tenders? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I think there is a little bit of confusion here. A 
lot of this work is actually done by the teams them-
selves. They are responsible for erecting buildings 
and facilities. And I believe, for the most part, they go 

out and try and get a competitive tender. I am not sure 
whether they are open or not. But I think, certainly, 
with the work that ACBDA is doing, they look for a 
range of bids on these projects. And they try—in fact, 
they have tried, I think—to do their best to get as 
many small contractors in as possible. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is fine; we understand 
that. But I do not know if the Minister is understanding 
the question. 
 I am asking the Minister, why [are] the bids or 
contracts that the ACBDA put out . . . why, when they 
are received are they not [opened] with the contrac-
tors being present, which is commonly known as an 
open bid process? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I am not aware as to why or why not. But I will 
endeavour to find out. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Minister said that he is 
not aware of why. But would the Minister not agree 
that, in following on with the OBA’s reputation as stat-
ed by them that they are open, transparent and hon-
est, that this is not in following with what they tout as 
being an open and honest government of integrity  
which we currently have? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thanks, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 I am not sure that he can draw that inference, 
but as I said, I will endeavour to find out. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 16, MP Weeks. 
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Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I have a question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Honourable Minister explain or inform 
this Honourable House . . . I see on page 3 the com-
munity sailing programmes. Are all the established 
sailing clubs that are already in Bermuda, like the Mid 
Atlantic Boat Club, West End Sailboats . . . are all 
those clubs involved in this community sailing pro-
gramme? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, they 
have met with all the clubs, I think. The programme, 
they are trying to spread it out as much as possible. In 
order to be able to . . . I think the Endeavour Sailing 
Programme, they are going to concentrate or focus on 
the East End, where the Sea Cadets are, and then in 
the West End as well. But I think they  have all been 
met with. And there is a group which is actively look-
ing at this. So the idea is to get as many younger 
people involved as possible, and they need some old-
er people, as well. So, West End is there. I think 
Sandys Boat Club, I think Mid Atlantic, and there have 
been a lot of others that have been spoken to. 
 I do not have all the information here, but the 
ACEA, which is actually managing this, I think have 
done their best to reach out as broadly as possible. 
Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. The Chair will recognise the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency number 18, MP 
Burt. 
 

QUESTION 1: AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the Minister for his 
Statement. If the Minister would provide a further up-
date to this House, and I wonder if he can please let 
us know the status of the landfill project for the South 
Basin, whether or not that project is on time and 
whether or not the contract for the work has been 
awarded. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The bids, as I said in my Statement, are under 
review at the present time. And I think if we proceed 
as we hope, we should be able to get that project 
done in the time that is required to meet the require-

ments of the America’s Cup Event Authority. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 6, MP Wayne 
Furbert. 
 

QUESTION 2: AMERICA’S CUP 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
know time is running out. 
 But on June 29th, in the Royal Gazette, it re-
ported that a poll was taken [which showed] that sev-
en out of ten people felt that overall the America’s Cup 
would not benefit Bermudians, and only 12.9 per cent 
of blacks felt [they would benefit]. Is the Minister 
aware of that, and what is he doing to make it turn 
around? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I outlined in my Statement a lot 
of efforts that were being made to do both community 
and public outreach here. And my understanding is 
that is not exactly what the poll said. So that is why I 
answered the former question the same way. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Minister. 
 That brings to an end our Question Period. It 
is [12:25]. So I would suggest that we break for lunch. 
 So, Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that we do now adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Premier. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Are Honourable Members paying atten-
tion here? The House is now adjourned until 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:25 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:03 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 
The Speaker: Members, we move to Congratulatory 
and/or Obituary Speeches. 
 Are there any Members that care to speak? 
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The Chair will recognise the Honourable Dep-
uty Speaker. 

You have the floor. 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I thought I would take the opportunity today to 
not only welcome, but encourage businesses to con-
tinue to grow in St. George’s, which, indeed, is exactly 
what is happening, Mr. Speaker. 

I was very excited on Saturday of last week to 
walk by this once empty building (and it was the build-
ing where the florist used to be) to see it once again 
come back to life. 

Mr. Speaker, a company by the name of La 
Belleza Spa/Salon has opened its doors to the people 
of not just the East End, but to the Island. They actual-
ly at the time . . . they do your nails. They are planning 
to do braids for tourists as we continue to see the in-
crease in tourism in the East End of the Island. 

Mr. Speaker, I thought I would take just a 
moment to not only encourage people to come down 
to the East End, but to take an extra 15 minutes, walk 
around the town, have a look at what is there as the 
town continues to grow and evolve, [and] over the 
next, I would say, couple of months we are going to 
see even more businesses open up. I believe Yo 
Cherry is planning to head to the East [End] and that 
is something that I am really looking forward to, to-
gether with a few other facilities. 

But, Mr. Speaker, thank you for giving me this 
opportunity to encourage people to drop into St. 
George’s and visit La Belleza Spa/Salon. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: I am going to recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West, MP Wayne Furbert.

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate Taahira 

Butterfield and Natasha Trott. They both represented 
Bermuda and participated in the NatWest Island 
Games in Jersey (originally in London). Taahira But-
terfield won two gold medals and Natasha Trott won 
two silver medals. And I mean— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: They are both cousins of 
mine.  

Taahira Butterfield also won the Valedictorian 
at CedarBridge Academy. As you know, Mr. Speaker, 
she is a very outstanding student. And Natasha Trott 
is the daughter of the late Rodney Trott. 

So thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Finance Minister, Mr. Bob Richards. 

You have the floor. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to send 

condolences to the family of the late Elfrida Chappell, 
Frida Chappell, as she was known. 

Mrs. Chappell, formerly Mrs. Wardman, and 
the matriarch of the Smith family of the H. a. & E. 
Smith family. As a matter of fact, Elfrida Chappell is 
the “E” in H. a. & E. Smith. So she passed away a 
couple of days ago at the ripe old age of over 101. 
She was, needless to say, the matriarch of the church 
which I attend, Christ Church Warwick, having been in 
her usual seat there from the time I was a little boy. 
So she not only made a huge contribution to the 
community, but also as a businesswoman, as a prin-
cipal of the now-defunct, but certainly famous busi-
ness known as H a. & E. Smith’s. 

So, I would like to pass condolences on to her 
family, and I think I would like to associate the Premier 
and . . . Glen Smith and Jeff Sousa— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —the whole House, to 
someone of her stature. 

Thank you. 

The Speaker: All right. The Chair will now recognise 
the Honourable Member from constituency 5, MP Der-
rick Burgess. 

You have the floor. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like for this House to 
send condolences to the family of Robert Symonds 
You probably knew him (I think most of us knew him) 
as a member of the Apex 4 and is also a member of 
one of my churches, Bethel AME Church. And I would 
like to associate . . . quite a few . . . Walter Roban and 
Cole Simons with those remarks. 

Thank you. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Any other Honourable Member that would 
care to speak? 

The Chair will recognise the Minister for Eco-
nomic Development, Dr. Grant Gibbons. 

You have the floor. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Finance Minister beat me to the punch 
here. I would also like to be associated with the con-
dolences to the family of the late Elfrida Chappell. She 
was an extraordinary woman, a very gracious woman 
in many respects, and did a lot to support a lot of 
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causes in Bermuda over the years coming, obviously, 
from the Smith family. But she has been a great sup-
porter of not only the National Trust, I think as you 
may know and others, her family were the founders, 
her parents were the founders, of Coral Beach and 
she gave a rather large part of that property in the last 
few years to the National Trust. [She] donated exten-
sively to Masterworks, in fact, the family gave a Wins-
low Homer painting to Masterworks.  

She was a very keen golfer. And if you have 
ever been in her home it was an extraordinary collec-
tion of Bermuda silver, cedar and artwork—a very 
fond lover of things Bermudian. But as I said, in her 
own way, a very gracious woman. She was the moth-
er of George Wardman and had a daughter as well 
whose name I cannot recall, but she outlived her for-
mer husband George Wardman, as my colleague has 
said, and then married Robert Chappell. Actually, she 
met him, I understand, on a cruise quite a few years 
ago. So I would ask that condolences be sent to the 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
ask that condolences be sent to the family of the late 
Thomas Fraser Gray of Paget, particularly his daugh-
ter, Elspeth Brewin, and Donald Gray. He passed re-
cently in his 87th year. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And my honourable colleague, Mr. Richards, 

would like to be associated with that as well. 

The Speaker: Yes, thank you. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency 16, MP Michael Weeks. 
You have the floor. 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Good afternoon. 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
acknowledge the exploits of a young man who is 
named Iziah Tucker. He is the grandson of Mr. Eu-
gene and Mrs. Joy Wilson-Tucker, they are some 
cousins of mine. And what is outstanding about this 
young man Iziah is that this past weekend there was a 
5K road race, and over 100 runners ran it. I think peo-
ple know, Chayce Smith won it. He is one of Bermu-
da’s premier runners, he won it. And Erica Hawley 
was the women’s champion. But why I want to point 
out Iziah Tucker is that he is only 12 years old, Mr. 
Speaker. He ran this adult 5K race and he actually 
came in fifth out of over 100 runners. So I want to 
make special acknowledgement of the exploits of this 
up-and-coming rising star in Bermuda. So, if all . . . 
keep your eye on Iziah Tucker, he has got a lot of po-
tential. 

I would like to associate the Honourable Edu-
cation Minister, Mr. R. Wayne Scott. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 

The Chair will recognise the Honourable Whip 
from constituency 3, MP Lovitta Foggo. 

You have got the floor. 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
First of all, I would like to be associated with 

the remarks of the Honourable Wayne Furbert, partic-
ularly with respect to young Ms. Butterfield who did 
bring home two gold medals. I think it speaks to her 
athletic ability. And he did mention the fact that she 
was the Valedictorian at CedarBridge Academy, and 
indeed she was, with an extremely high overall aver-
age of, I think it was something like 91 [per cent] or 
93 per cent and a GPA of 3.93, I believe it was. So it 
just goes to show the type of material that the public 
school system does have attending and does gradu-
ate. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to make re-
marks of condolence to the Williams family and Dill 
family. Mr. Peter Williams, a well-known St. Georgian, 
who lived in constituency four, had lived in St. David’s 
for a good portion of his adult life, in fact, I do not 
know, maybe for something as long as 40 years now. 
Peter did pass away just last week. He will be much 
missed by his family members, young Miss Neitra Dill, 
he was her father and she is his only child—sorry—
and Shalanda . . . I cannot remember Shalanda’s mar-
ried name, he was also her father. And Peter will be 
sadly missed in St. George’s; he was a colourful fig-
ure, well-known throughout St. George’s and even 
throughout Somerset. And all I can say is condolenc-
es to his family in this time of their loss. 

So thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 

The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24, MP Lawrence Scott. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I just want to take a few minutes to congratu-

late the . . . and it is sort of going on from last week, 
congratulate the Corporation of Hamilton on a suc-
cessful Evolution Fashion Show. And I want to [dis-
close] my interest there as JetBlue was the sponsor, 
as well as I was one of the models in the Evolution 
Fashion Show. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And Mr. Speaker, I did hear 
the Honourable Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport 
who was cheering me on, and so I really appreciate 
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the love that I got from the other side. And I think the 
Premier was there, I do not know if I heard him over 
everybody else. But . . . but Ms. Danilee Trott, who 
was the head organiser, Thomas Lightbourne and 
Tamara Bradshaw. You know, there are so many 
people, I just want to congratulate the whole Corpora-
tion of Hamilton. But also just to put things into . . . 
because I hear the Honourable Members who are 
anxious to join me next year in modelling as well, I just 
want to . . . just to put things into context, that 
Bernews which [prides itself] on giving Bermuda and 
reporting the news that people want to hear and want 
to know about, had no pictures of me on their website. 
So— 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —so, that should give you 
an idea of how good a model I am.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And I want to just associate 
myself with the comments that the Honourable Whip 
made about Mr. Williams who served a long-time as a 
prison officer as well.  

So on those two notes, I just wanted, once 
again, to thank the Corporation of Hamilton for doing 
their community service and giving back to the com-
munity by allowing me to be a member and a model. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And I will just take my seat 
on that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 That concludes our Congratulatory and/or 
Obituary Speeches. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are no matters of privilege. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are no personal explanations. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no introductions of Bills. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker:  I am sorry, yes. 

Sorry, yes, carry on, Honourable Member. 
 

BILL 
 

FIRST READING 
 

INVESTMENT BUSINESS AMDENDMENT ACT 
2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: One moment, Mr. Speak-
er, you caught me off guard here. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to introduce for the 
consideration in the House and have first reading of 
the Bill entitled the Alternative Investment Funds [sic] 
. . . the Investment Business Amendment Act 2015. 
 
The Speaker: The Investment— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Investment Business 
Amendment Act 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. Right. 
 Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any objections to that? 
 Yes, Honourable Member? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
The Speaker:  Thank you, Honourable Member. 
There are no objections. 
 All right. There are no other Bills. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 16, MP Michael Weeks. 
 

MOTIONS 
 

BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY UTILISATION 
AND PROMOTION OF BERMUDIAN MUSICIANS 

AND PERFORMING ARTISTS 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, at the next day of meeting I pro-
pose to move the following motion: 
 “WHEREAS this Honourable House agrees 
that more efforts need to be made to ensure Bermudi-
an musicians and other performing artists are given 
greater opportunities to showcase their talents and 
achieve success in their chosen professions; 

“BE IT RESOLVED that Artists be promoted 
and utilised as part of the Bermuda Tourism Authori-
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ty’s campaign to renew our Bermuda Tourism prod-
uct.” 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Any objections to that? 
There are none. 
We move now the Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The Speaker: Order No. 1, I am told, is carried over. 
Order No. 2 is carried over. 
Order No. 3 is carried over. 
So I will recognise now the Junior Minister for 

Home Affairs for Order No. 4, the consideration of the 
Development and Planning (General Development) 
Amendment Order 2015. 

Junior Minister? 

DRAFT ORDER 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING (GENERAL DE-
VELOPMENT) AMENDMENT ORDER 2015 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that consideration be 
given to the Draft Order entitled the Development and 
Planning (General Development) Order 2015 pro-
posed to be made by section 15 of the Development 
and Planning Act 1974. 

The Speaker: Carry on. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members of the 

House, I am pleased to introduce the Order entitled 
Development and Planning (General Development) 
Order 2015 on behalf of the substantive Minister of 
Home Affairs, Senator the Honourable Michael Fahy. 

This Order seeks to amend the Development 
and Planning (General Development) Order 1999 to 
expand the scope of small scale development that can 
be allowed by the permitted development permit or 
PDP process without submitting a formal application 
for planning permission to the Development Applica-
tions Board. 

Mr. Speaker, you may recall, as part of an 
overall review of the Department of Planning’s appli-
cation processing systems, [there was] an initiative to 
revamp the permitted development permit process so 
that more applications can be fast-tracked. The 
amendment Order assists greatly by enabling more 
development to be undertaken with just building per-
mit approval, which in turn will speed up the com-
mencement of construction projects. The aim is to 
provide a quicker avenue to approval for the more 

straight-forward applications and for those schemes 
which are compliant with the development plan of the 
day. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I now invite honour-
able colleagues to participate. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
The Chair will now recognise the Leader of 

the Opposition, MP Marc Bean. 
You have the floor. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon. 

The Speaker: Good afternoon to you. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, these regula-
tions have the Opposition’s support. In fact, we wel-
come this continuation of efforts that were started 
when we were Government. And that was to relax the 
rules or to help facilitate more construction and devel-
opment, especially at the small level, and so hope to 
give a boost to a sector that was certainly, over the 
years, starting to go into a contraction.  

Overall, we have very few issues, and we 
welcome, again, the continuation of the work that be-
gan under the previous Government. 

The Speaker: All right. 
Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Any other Honourable Members care to 

speak? 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member, the Minister for Economic Development, Dr. 
Grant Gibbons. You have the floor. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Ever so briefly I just wanted to note, as the 
Minister responsible for Energy, that there is a provi-
sion in the amendments which assists with the imple-
mentation and installation of solar facilities, which 
streamlines the process to a greater degree that ex-
ists right now. And I think that should help to increase 
the amount and the extent to which renewables are 
effectively brought into use by residential and other 
users. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
Any other Honourable Members care to 

speak? 
There are no Members that care to speak. 
I revert back to the Junior Minister. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 

I guess, being it is an Order, I would just like 
to move the clauses? 

http://cloudfront.bernews.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Development-and-Planning-General-Development-Amendment-Order-2015.pdf
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The Speaker: Yes, just move that it— 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Move that the Order . . . and you do not 
have anything on there to help you? Do you have a 
clipboard there to help you? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Yes, it has to go into 
Committee. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: No? 
 Okay. Okay, Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
Draft Order be approved and that a message be sent 
from this Honourable House to His Excellency the 
Governor. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 
[Motion carried: The Development and Planning 
(General Development) Order 2015 was considered 
by the House and approved.] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 We now move to Order No. 5, which is con-
sideration of the Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) 
Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, and that is in 
the name of the Minister of Tourism, Development 
and Transport. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker, point 
of indulgence. Because it is a fee— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —it falls under the Minis-
ter of Finance. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: My apologies. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much. 
 Minister of Finance. 
 

DRAFT REGULATIONS 
 

BERMUDA AIR TERMINAL (FEES) AMENDMENT 
(NO. 2) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, with your in-
dulgence, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment wishes this Honourable House to give con-
sideration to the Regulations entitled the Bermuda Air 
Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 
2015. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 All right. Carry on, please. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, by way of 
standing policy, Government reviews its fee structure 
on a regular basis to ensure that there is a reasonable 
cost recovery for the provision of various services it 
offers. In operating the L. F. Wade International Air-
port the Department of Air Operations [DAO] is re-
sponsible for providing security screening for all 
checked passenger luggage as mandated by the US 
Transport Security Agency (TSA) and the UK Depart-
ment of Transport (DFT) . . . it must be DOT, not DFT. 
Anyway . . . 
 Mr. Speaker, in order to fulfil this regulatory 
obligation the Department of Airport Operations pur-
chased seven new passenger X-ray machines at a 
cost of $905,975. These units ensure that all checked 
and hand carried luggage and personal items are 
screened during the departure’s security process. The 
machines have an estimated time span of just over 10 
years. In order to recover the purchasing and ongoing 
maintenance and labour costs associated with bag-
gage screening, the DAO proposes that an amended 
aviation fee of $8.25 (which was previously $4.25) be 
charged for each passenger travelling to or through 
the United States of America and $7.25 (previously 
$4.25) for each passenger travelling to Canada, the 
United Kingdom, or elsewhere. The higher fee for US-
bound travellers takes into account the added provi-
sion of US Customs and Border Protection Services at 
our local airport’s pre-clearance facility. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable House will be 
aware of the need to redevelop the airport and this 
Government remains committed to bringing about a 
solution that would enable us to realise that objective. 
When pursuing a major capital investment of the size 
and scope required in Bermuda, airports typically look 
to introduce an industry standard airport improvement 
fee to help finance the cost. Accordingly, the Depart-
ment of Airport Operations proposed a flat rate of 
$16.00 be applied to the passenger ticket as a sup-
plemental charge.  

The funds accumulated will be placed into an 
escrow account and in accordance with International 
Civil Aviation Organisation requirements (ICAO) the 
airport improvement fees are to be earmarked solely 
for civil aviation services and projects. The funds 
would be managed in accordance with internationally 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Statutory_Instruments/Bermuda%20Air%20Terminal%20Fees%20Amendment%20Regulations%202015.pdf
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accepted accounting standards for airports. The Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) considers 
it desirable that international airport users bear the full 
and fair share of the cost of improving the airport in-
frastructure. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is proposed that the airport 
improvement fee commence September 1st of this 
year with an end date linked to the redevelopment 
project. Consultation will take place with representa-
tive user organisations advising them of the pending 
fee introduction. The users and their representative 
bodies must be consulted on the proposed plans to 
ensure, where possible, that the developments con-
cerned meets the standard of users, and the users are 
aware of the financial implications in terms of the 
charges that would be paid by them.  

These stakeholders include the International 
Air Carrier Association (IACA), the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA), the International Busi-
ness Aviation Council (IBAC), and the International 
Council of Aircraft Owner and Pilots Association 
(IAOPA). It is estimated that the new fee will generate 
an annual revenue stream of approximately $6.25 mil-
lion into the escrow account, based on the recent total 
number of annual departing air passengers. 
 Mr. Speaker, with the introduction of these 
new and amended fees and inclusive of the $50.00 
departure tax, the maximum total airport fees paid by 
air passengers departing Bermuda will be $78.25. 
This proposed amount was benchmarked against fees 
levied by several airports within the Caribbean/Atlantic 
region. The results of the benchmark study concluded 
that the new and amended fees that we have in Ber-
muda compare reasonably well to other jurisdictions. 
It certainly is under the fees for the Dominican Repub-
lic (which are $82.60) and Jamaica (which are 
$93.00). The Bahamas comes in at $76.00 and Turks 
and Cacaos comes in at $70.00. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24, MP Lawrence Scott, 
the Shadow Minister for Transportation. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, you may not be aware of the 
name Daniel Drew (and those who are not on Wall 
Street might not be aware of Daniel Drew’s name as 
well), but for those that are on Wall Street, those that 
are into investments, those that are economists, they 
would be very familiar with the name Daniel Drew. 
They might even call him “Uncle Daniel” as that is how 
he is known in such circles. 
 Now, just to give you a background, and to 
those that are listening in that are not familiar with 
Daniel Drew, Daniel Drew was a businessman. He 
was a steamship and railroad developer as well as a 

financier. He was born in 1797. He was poorly edu-
cated and basically had a hard upbringing after the 
passing of his father, who owned a small cow farm or 
cattle farm. His father passed when he was 15. After 
the War of 1812 in the United States, he spent some 
time with a travelling zoo and then built a successful 
cattle droving business. 
 Now, Uncle Drew (we will call him that), at the 
peak of his career, was estimated to have a personal 
fortune of $13 million. Now that was back in the 
1800s. In today’s currency that would have the pur-
chasing power of $325 million. So Uncle Drew was 
considered to be somewhat of a successful busi-
nessman back in the day. He was one of those that 
ruled Wall Street back in the day. Now, the thing is 
that outside of amassing a large fortune, Uncle Drew, 
his real claim to fame, Mr. Speaker, comes from him 
being credited with the introduction of what is called 
“watered” stocks. All right?  

Now, on Wall Street watered stocks are, basi-
cally . . . this is used to describe when companies . . . 
basically they are . . . they issue shares under a false 
meaning. This would include counterfeit stocks, this 
would include counterfeit certificates, unauthorised 
stock release, all . . . just basically dilution of owner-
ship and everything like that, Mr. Speaker. All right? 
 So basically a watered stock is the way . . . as 
the Government Whip has made mention, is a way of 
saying a fraud, all right? So the thing is that the term 
came from Uncle Drew because back at the time, re-
member that I mentioned how Uncle Drew actually, 
basically, had a livestock business or cattle business 
or cattle droving business where he would have his 
cows and he would sell them on the market for . . . to 
butchers and whatnot, because that was actually one 
of his first business ventures.  

So what he would do, prior to having his cattle 
leave the ranch, is he would have them lick salt. All 
right? He would have them lick salt and probably . . . 
maybe about half an hour to an hour prior to getting 
off the train he would then provide them with water so 
the cattle, who were now almost dehydrated, would sit 
there and drink and drink and drink and drink. And so 
what that would do is that when they got off of the 
train and went to auction . . . because remember, cat-
tle were purchased by weight, when the cattle were 
purchased by weight, what would happen is that the 
cattle would actually weigh a lot more than it actually 
did weigh because that was just water weight. All 
right? So this is where the term “watering” the stock 
comes from. 
 Now, this tactic was used probably just prior 
to what they call the Erie War, which was back in 
1860. And the Erie War was actually when Uncle 
Drew tried to protect or stop the Vanderbilts from get-
ting ownership of his railroad. Remember, he also 
owned a railroad as well. So the thing is that in the 
1800s none of this was illegal. In the 1800s this was 
almost acceptable or accepted practice, where what 
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they would do is where companies could inflate their 
claims and companies could say, You know what? I 
actually have . . . as a starter company, I actually have 
$10,000 worth of assets (when they really had only 
$5,000).  

So they would sell $10,000 worth of stock and 
they only had $5,000 just to back it up. Therefore, 
what would happen is that the balance sheet would 
not actually be accurate. The balance sheet would be 
greater than what . . . the balance sheet . . . the as-
sets on the balance sheet would actually be greater 
than what they actually had in real life—which is not 
accurate, which is not fair, which is not upright, which 
is not . . . as you would say, is not parliamentary, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 So now, to me, as I said earlier, and actually 
the Government Whip, Cole Simons, mentioned earli-
er that when we refer to watered stocks in today’s 
market it is almost . . . it is a very polite way of saying 
fraud. All right?  
 So with all of that in mind, it was basically 
about two months ago that this Government went and 
raised the departure tax, which the Honourable Minis-
ter mentioned in his brief to us just now. It went from 
$35.00 to $50.00. So that is an increase of $15.00 per 
person. And now this Government is trying, once 
again, two months later, to increase another tax or the 
cost of doing business.  

And I will declare my interest. I do work for an 
airline—JetBlue—that flies into this Island. All right? 
So this would actually increase the cost of any airline 
doing business in the Island by another $20.00 per 
person. So in the last two months this Government 
has increased the cost of doing business by 150 per 
cent—in the last two months—when it comes to the 
movement of passengers. 
 The real question, Mr. Speaker, is . . . I have 
heard a response by the Minister. I have heard an 
explanation. But I have not heard an answer. The real 
question, Mr. Speaker, is Why is the Minister really 
having to . . . or feels the need to increase fees?  
 Now, you know, he says that it is to recoup 
the cost of magnetometers and it is to help for a build-
ing. For those that are in the church, Mr. Speaker, for 
those that are in the church . . . and I see my col-
league the Honourable Derrick Burgess has raised his 
hand. For those in church you know that most church-
es have a building fund, Mr. Speaker. And every Sun-
day there is a collection that is passed around for 
tithes, then there is a collection that is passed around 
for offering, and then there is that building fund, Mr. 
Speaker. They usually have that thermometer on the 
side there. Right? So what the Minister is trying to say 
is that this is for the building fund. 
 But now, Mr. Speaker, but we understand that 
that building fund is a little tied up right now, Mr. 
Speaker. I mean, we have had a Deloitte report that 
has not been, and probably will not be, debated, but 
has been put on the Order Paper that shows the way 

that the Government is moving forward with the build-
ing of the airport or the new renovations or whatever 
they would like to call it. The signing away or the sell-
ing of the airport that they . . . that that is not going to 
happen because they would then have to get permis-
sion from England, and the British Government is not 
really too fond of the way that they are doing it. So 
there has not . . . so that is all tied up.  

So if that is not moving forward, if we are not 
going to move forward with the Deloitte report, debat-
ing the Deloitte report, if the Minister is not going to 
move forward with the new development of the airport, 
then this (quote/unquote) “building fund” should not be 
brought to this House right now, Mr. Speaker. 
 So the question goes back to ask, What is the 
main reason for him bringing these fees here? Be-
cause the thing is that it is a double-edged sword, Mr. 
Speaker. Because what happens is that you now in-
crease the cost of doing business for the airlines com-
ing to Bermuda, but yet, at the same time, you are 
asking them to increase air lift. Increasing air lift 
means moving more people, the more people you 
move the more costs you are going to ensue because 
you have raised the cost of doing business by 150 per 
cent.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me just show how this . . . it 
sort of like . . . it almost that domino effect where now 
the airline has to eat this cost. According to the Bill, 
the airline has to pay the Government this now . . . it 
goes from $4.25 per person to $8.25 per person. Then 
after that they are going to have to pay $16.00 per 
person for the building fund.  

Now all of that is . . . is . . . these are all fees 
that we do not pay right now. Right now it is only . . . 
out of the $20-some that are going to be charged, we 
only pay—the airlines—$4.00 right now. So that dif-
ference is what the airlines are going to have to pay 
for increased costs. But yet, the BTA is having trouble 
attracting people to Bermuda. Therefore, how are the 
airlines—the lifeblood of our country, Mr. Speaker . . . 
right now the lifeblood of our tourism product is the 
airlines. How are the airlines expected to make a prof-
it? How are the airlines expected to continue to fly to 
Bermuda?  

We have seen the most dismal tourism num-
bers in the past 60-plus years over the course of this 
OBA administration. All right? And the answer to try-
ing to entice the airlines to do business is hit them 
with more fees. 
 Now, I understand that the Honourable Minis-
ter has said before that the OBA—One Bermuda Alli-
ance—is all about reducing red tape and increasing 
the red carpet. All they are doing is increasing the red 
on the profit and loss statements of the airlines right 
now, Mr. Speaker. And now maybe because they are 
increasing the red on the profit and loss statements of 
the airlines is why they are having trouble attracting 
them back to Bermuda. While you did have those air-
lines that were all year round, that were annual, [they 
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now] have reduced to seasonal rates and seasonal 
time periods and seasonal service. But for me, Mr. 
Speaker . . . the Honourable Finance Minister men-
tioned about going to the Bahamas and how the Ba-
hamas is at $76.00 per person and we are at $78.00. 

Now, let me give you a little behind-the-
scenes of what happens in the airline industry. The 
cost of doing business for Bermuda is already higher 
than the cost of doing business to the Bahamas. Be-
cause if I was going to fly, let us say an E190 from 
Bermuda . . . from New York to Bermuda, I then have 
to put on fuel, Mr. Speaker, for what is called the “is-
land reserve.” I have to be able to make it to my desti-
nation plus 45 minutes of additional fuel— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Plus 45 minutes of additional 
fuel after reaching an alternate. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, where we are our only al-
ternate is back in the United States. Therefore, at 
$3.25 per gallon, and we are putting on, let us say, 
approximately 8,000 gallons to make it here, we are 
going to put on probably another 4,000 just for your 
. . . and that 8,000 gallons includes your taxi, your 
takeoff/climb, your descent, and your missed ap-
proach fuel (so your extra burn), then we are going to 
have to put on extra just in case we have to go back 
to the United States versus going to the Bahamas, 
where my alternate is . . . where? Twenty minutes 
away in Ft. Lauderdale, 45 minutes away if I go down 
. . . well, 45 minutes away if I go to Orlando. There-
fore, it is less fuel, which means less cost. Right? 

What you would want to do with Bermuda is 
say, You know what? We can’t do anything about the 
FAA regulations when it comes to your island reserve, 
but what we can do when it comes to FAA Regula-
tions is try to reduce the cost elsewhere, reduce the 
cost with your Bermuda Air Terminal Fees.  

No, that is not what this Government has 
done. This Government says, I see your island re-
serve and the increased cost of doing business and I 
raise you another $20.00 per person.  

So for an airline that is doing . . . and let us 
look at this, we have approximately let us say 200,000 
people that are flowing through this country on an an-
nual basis and you are going to charge the airlines 
$20.00 per person on that. Mr. Speaker, if you did the 
math, and— 

[Gavel] 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
So if you do the math . . . so what the airlines 

have got to do now with this new fee that they just 
raised . . . that they did with the departure tax in April, 
what is that going to do? The airlines are not going to 
pay for it themselves. The airlines are going to pass it 
on to the consumer. It is going to go into the price of a 
ticket.  

So somebody who is going to look at a tick-
et—a potential tourist that is looking at a ticket—from 
JFK to Bermuda or they could go to Bahamas, they go 
look at a ticket, Bahamas is $200.00 per person and 
what happens? Bermuda is $300.00–$400.00 per 
person. And the reason that it is such a difference is 
not just because of the fuel, but also these additional 
fees that the Government is putting on top of it. All 
right? 

So let us look at the RASM and CASM. All 
right? RASM is airline industry for revenue for every 
seat mile, for every airline seat mile . . . for available 
seat mile. And CASM is cost per available seat mile. 
All right? So this fee raises your CASM—your cost per 
available seat miles—but yet does nothing to allow for 
an airline to put something in the RASM slot—the rev-
enue. Now it is spending more money. So how does 
that translate, Mr. Speaker?  

That translates into back under the previous 
administration you had what was called the average—
I will say the standard, break-even—when it came to 
RASM versus CASM or when RASM (revenue per 
available seat mile) was probably . . . would translate 
into your maybe 50 [per cent] to 60 per cent load fac-
tors. So, depending on my aircraft (which is where you 
get that difference depending on the aircraft), if I had 
an E190 and I had, let us say, 60 people on board or 
61 people on board, that 61st person was the profit. All 
right, Mr. Speaker? So that is our revenue.  

Now with these additional fees, with the ter-
minal fees that they are putting on top of us, plus rais-
ing the departure tax, plus the building fund . . . now, 
Mr. Speaker, if you look at the RASM now and to 
break even you are looking at 85 [per cent] to 90 per 
cent load factors. So that means that every . . . like if I 
have a plane that seats 100 customers, every flight 
that does not have 85 to 90 people on board, I am 
losing money as an airline. But yet the tourism product 
does not allow itself for us to market that destination 
as a very popular tourist destination because tourists 
are not flying there.  

So, Mr. Speaker, if we are relying on the air-
lines to bring in customers, to bring in tourists, but yet 
we are tying their hands by increasing the cost of do-
ing business, which is causing the country to price 
itself out of being competitive with other tourist desti-
nations, how does the Government expect the tourism 
to rebound, if not survive? 

Mr. Speaker, going back to Uncle David . . . I 
am sorry, I got lost. I got lost there with my notes. All 
right? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Sorry, with Uncle Drew. 
And the Honourable Member Grant Gibbons 

is trying to make fun of me for doing research prior to 
standing on my feet. And he is trying to say that Wik-
ipedia is not . . . you know?  
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Mr. Speaker, I have no problem saying that I 
cross-reference my history and I cross-reference the 
information that I use with Wikipedia and other tech-
nologically based information sources. I have no prob-
lem saying that because I understand that there are 
others on the other side that would just stand up and 
say that, Oh, because I say so, because I have 40-
some-odd years in the business, I should know better. 
But yet the thing is that because they have got 40 
years, they are the experts, but yet, obviously, Mr. 
Speaker, they are not the experts if things do not go 
as they say they are going to go and it costs the coun-
try tens of millions of dollars because they thought 
something was going to go up when it went down, and 
something is going to go down when it went up, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Therefore, I would rather be caught using 
Wikipedia to make sure that what I say is what is go-
ing to happen versus trying to say that what I say 
might happen and you had better believe me just be-
cause I say so, not because I have any proof. 

Mr. Speaker, as I go back to watering the 
stock, if I did not know any better, Mr. Speaker, I 
would say that maybe somebody on the Government 
side is taking a page out of Uncle Drew’s playbook, 
because it seems as though, with what we talked 
about earlier, with the big conversation that we had on 
the airport, and one thing was that the airport was not 
necessarily attractive enough for an investor if they 
were going to come in and take over, if they were go-
ing to come in and privatise it. Currently, the airport 
does not seemingly generate enough surplus or gen-
erate enough revenue to be attractive to an independ-
ent investor.  

So, Mr. Speaker, if you start tacking on all 
these fees, if you start adding taxes and doubling and 
tripling the cost of doing business at the airport, so 
doubling the revenue that the airport could put in their 
profit and loss statement, not because you need to but 
just because it makes things look good, that wink and 
a nod type of . . . a little nudge, Mr. Speaker. Some-
thing like maybe if you put $16.00 or something like 
that per person for what is considered a building fund, 
that would generate, as the Minister said, approxi-
mately $6-something million on top of the couple mil-
lion or the millions that the airport already generates. 
Now, it looks very interesting. It looks very intriguing, 
very appetising to an outside investor, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if you are putting on a fee 
that you do not necessarily need to put on, would 
somebody not be . . . it could easily be mistaken . . . 
you could easily forgive somebody for saying that they 
might be watering the stock, Mr. Speaker. They might 
be trying to inflate the profitability of that said depart-
ment, of that said infrastructure, just to say that, You 
know what? If you take it over, if you were to privatise 
it, if you were to run it, look at all the fees that go back 
to you. 

The other question is why all of a sudden, Mr. 
Speaker, with the Deloitte report that has come out, 
seemingly the timing is right after the Deloitte report, 
that all of a sudden, since April, all these fees are get-
ting tacked onto the airport. Could it be that the 
Deloitte report is not favourable in what the OBA 
wants to do with the airport? Is that a possibility, Mr. 
Speaker? I think it could be, Mr. Speaker, because the 
airport did not seem to be too much of a priority in the 
years . . . I can even say, in the years leading up to 
this Deloitte report. In the years leading up to all that 
talk that we had about CCC in the public domain. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been told that there is no 
such thing as a coincidence in politics. And it just 
seems to be such a coincidence. A coinkidink, as 
some people would say, that this Government after 
going to international investors to look at the redevel-
opment of our airport, after . . . well, sorry, Mr. Speak-
er, I will call a point of order on myself. I am mislead-
ing the House. I said “investors,” which would mean 
that that would have been plural, but we know that it is 
not plural, there is only one “investor.” 

An Hon. Member: Yes. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Sorry, sorry, I will catch my-
self, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you for catching that, Mr. Speaker, and 
keeping me honourable and as some Members on the 
other side know, my nickname is “Squeaky Clean.” 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, so the Honourable Min-
ister, the Honourable Junior Minister, Sylvan Rich-
ards, gave me that name when we went to the CPA in 
London. And I do not like to do things that are not on 
the books, that I cannot put in the Royal Gazette, that 
I cannot put on Bernews and not be proud of it. 

So I do not want to say “investors,” because 
that would imply that there was more than one. So the 
“investor”—the one person—that the Minister went to 
might want to look at saying, Okay, well, now things 
are starting to look a little bit better. Now things are 
looking more profitable. So now it is more attractive 
for me to privatise the airport and have somebody go 
in and take it. 

Mr. Speaker, the question is that for seven 
magnetometers . . . okay, they bought seven magne-
tometers. I understand the importance of a magne-
tometer. A magnetometer is what you walk through 
and, you know, it beeps if you have got metal on and 
then they pat you down and stuff like that. Mr. Speak-
er. Why . . . why not have the Government just pay for 
that and eat the cost? That is, the cost of doing busi-
ness. Why . . . why . . . why not have that be part of . . 
. because remember, Mr. Speaker, the way that the 
. . . because let us put it this way, Mr. Speaker. And I 
will talk about the elephant in the room right now, Mr. 
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Speaker, is that the departure tax does not go on to 
the Department of Airport Operations’ balance sheet, 
which goes against international regulations, Mr. 
Speaker. That goes into the Tax Commissioner’s Of-
fice, Mr. Speaker. So therefore, that is $14-some mil-
lion, Mr. Speaker. 

If you are so interested . . . because when I 
said, Why not have the Department of Airport Opera-
tions pay for it? I heard the chuckles on the other end. 
I can almost anticipate them saying, Oh, that young 
lad doesn’t know how to do business . . . he doesn’t 
. . . Well, it does not seem like those Members on the 
other side know how to do business either, because I 
think we just had to go back and have our borrowings 
increased after those on the other side said that a cer-
tain amount was going to be enough for three years. 
Three years has not even come yet and we are still 
borrowing more. So it does not seem like those Mem-
bers on the other side know about doing business ei-
ther. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are not following the rules 
with the current departure tax now, and it is not going 
back into . . . because the rule states (and I para-
phrase) that any money generated from an air termi-
nal or an aerodrome should go back into or be rein-
vested into that aerodrome. So the departure tax 
which is, let us say, $14 million . . . that is what is be-
ing made because I know that . . . but yet that goes to 
the Tax Commissioner’s Office, I know that you are 
not paying $76.00 every time you leave the Tax 
Commissioner’s Office, but you do pay $76.00 when 
you leave Bermuda and when you leave the airport 
via an airline. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to look at ways to 
generate revenue, if we are going to look at ways to 
make the DAO balance sheet look better, why not . . . 
let us take the first step and follow the regulations as 
they are now. Let us have that $14 million come out of 
the Tax Commissioner’s Office budget and go into the 
Department of Airport Operations budget. Then what 
you can do is then help reduce the cost of doing busi-
ness, reduce that CASM that the airlines have to pay 
now, which will make it more attractive to more airlines 
to come, which means that you can have more com-
petition.  

And when you have more competition who 
wins, Mr. Speaker? The consumer wins. And when 
the consumer wins, Mr. Speaker, who benefits from 
that? The Department of Tourism. And when the De-
partment of Tourism wins, Mr. Speaker, who benefits 
from that? The country as a whole because we are 
now bringing our tourism product off of life support, 
Mr. Speaker. 

But the way that this is doing it, the way that 
the Honourable Members on that side want to do it, 
they want to not only keep us on life support, they are 
actually talking about pulling the plug on our tourism 
product and on basically . . . they are looking at pulling 
the plug on our tourism product, Mr. Speaker. But be-

fore they do that, before they pull the plug on our tour-
ism product, let us make sure that we give those peo-
ple that have not increased our tourism numbers a 
bonus, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Let us do that first, Mr. 
Speaker, all right? 

I mean, Mr. Speaker, all I am doing is trying to 
point out ways that we could generate revenue, that 
we could reduce the cost of doing business in this Is-
land without having to increase the . . . reduce the 
cost of doing business without having to increase tax-
es, without having to implement new taxes.  

I applaud the Honourable Members on the 
other side for trying to take a page out of the church-
es’ book and have a . . . take a page out of the 
churches and the congregations of this Island’s reve-
nue management book. But Mr. Speaker, right now I 
think it is too premature to be increasing or adding a 
building fund when you have millions of dollars right 
now that are not being properly appropriated and are 
being misappropriated. I am not trying to [impute] any 
improper motive on anybody on that end, I am just 
saying that the law, the regulation, is not being fol-
lowed the way that it should be. There are $14 million 
that are on the Government books that are not appro-
priated correctly, Mr. Speaker. 

Yet, instead of changing the regulation to 
make sure that they appropriated correctly, we want to 
water the stock, Mr. Speaker. We want to make . . . 
we want to add . . . water the stock by putting another 
$16.00 per person on, Mr. Speaker, which is only go-
ing to get passed on to, not just the tourists, but the 
average Bermudian. That then means that a family of 
four has to pay an extra $20.00 per person. Mr. 
Speaker, in hard times like this . . . is that really the 
way that we should be moving forward?  

Why do we not get all our ducks in a row? 
Why do we not . . . and Mr. Speaker, I am being repet-
itive because one thing I realise is that repetition is a 
form of indoctrination. If I repeat it enough, Mr. 
Speaker, maybe . . . maybe those on the other end 
can actually hear what I am saying. Maybe it will sink 
in, Mr. Speaker. Maybe they will say, You know what? 
Why don’t we take a page out of Squeaky Clean’s 
book? Why don’t we do things according to the book? 
Why don’t we do things so that we fall in line with in-
ternational regulations? And in doing so we would pro-
tect ourselves from the criticism of Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Opposition.  

We would protect ourselves from besmirching 
the country’s reputation and we protect ourselves from 
the possibility or the optics, the public perception, that 
we are not doing all that we can to not increase the 
cost of, not just the airlines’ cost of doing business, 
but the cost of travelling for locals. All right? Because 
the thing is, when we increase the cost of doing busi-
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ness for locals or the cost of travelling for locals, that 
means that those locals that are travelling for medical 
reasons have to pay that increased cost as well, 
which means that the insurance companies are pay-
ing for that increase. And when the insurers pay more 
money, Mr. Speaker, everybody pays more money. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, what this Bill right here . . . 
and it is only one page. And not even page back to 
front, it is like a page and a quarter. This Bill is in-
creasing the cost of living in Bermuda on every level, 
in every demographic, with everybody, Mr. Speaker. 
And you can avoid all of that, Mr. Speaker. We can 
avoid increasing the cost of living to those that are not 
able to have the quality of life that they feel that they 
deserve, Mr. Speaker. We could avoid all that right 
now and do what we have been elected to do and 
provide those . . . Mr. Speaker, I am getting a little . . . 
I am getting passionate, Mr. Speaker. I am getting 
passionate because I take the oath that I made very 
seriously, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I have no problem and my father 
. . . I heard him say time and time again back in the 
old days when he was in politics, that the haves . . . 
sorry, I seem to have struck a nerve with many Mem-
bers up here that say, Excuse what you say, young-
ster. But Mr. Speaker, my father used to say (and I 
agree with it) the haves, they can continue to have, 
but the have-nots need to have more. That is what I 
am passionate about right now, Mr. Speaker, because 
this Bill does not allow for the have-nots to have more. 
This Bill actually takes away from everybody. It takes 
away from the haves and the have-nots. 

Mr. Speaker, if I could see the logic, if I could 
see the real justification outside of watering the stock, 
so that we can make this airport look more attractive 
to an outside investor, if I could see it more than that, 
then maybe, Mr. Speaker, you could sort of twist my 
arm to support it. But I do not see that right now be-
cause, Mr. Speaker, if you were serious about making 
sure that the airport is to be self-sufficient, you would 
follow the international regulations and guidelines and 
take the departure tax of $14-plus million (and I will 
defer to my Shadow Minister of Finance to give the 
more accurate numbers, but the approximately $14 
million) in departure tax that is sitting in the Tax 
Commissioner’s Office or is sitting in the Consolidated 
Fund, if you were to take that out of the Consolidated 
Fund and put it under the Department of Airport Oper-
ations line items, or put that under that department, 
Mr. Speaker, I could almost guarantee you would not 
have to, or you would not feel the need that you had 
to add $16.00 for a building fund plus double what we 
are paying from $4.25 to $8.25 for each enplaned 
passenger travelling to or through the United States of 
America and $7.25 for each enplaned passenger 
travelling to other countries—Canada and Great Brit-
ain. You would not have to do that; we would not need 
this right now. 

We would not be having this debate right now 
if all you were to do was to follow the regulations [and] 
put that $14 million where it is supposed to be, which 
is in the Department of Airport Operations. All right? 
Because Mr. Speaker, if you are not putting that $14 
million under the Department of Airport Operations 
then you are not serious about making this airport as 
self-sufficient as it can be. You are not serious, Mr. 
Speaker, about making sure that everybody in this 
community can have or at least have the ability, the 
option, the pathway of being able to afford and be 
able to have the option of providing the life and the 
quality of life that they feel that they deserve, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So right here, this Bill right now, Mr. Speaker, 
this Bill . . . all this Bill is, Mr. Speaker, is just another 
unnecessary tax—a tax that can be avoided, a tax 
that if the Honourable Members on the other side 
were to (and I do not want this to be taken out of con-
text) become a little creative—I did not say “fuzzy,” I 
said “creative,”—creative with the way that they were 
to attack a situation instead of just tax, tax, tax. All 
right? Just look at them, just look at things and look at 
how we can streamline things a bit more, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Mr. Speaker, one thing that it would have 
been nice (it is not necessary, it would have been 
nice) is if the Honourable Member had come to this 
side and at least asked for our advice. I know the 
Honourable Minister of Tourism and Transport and I 
have worked together on other matters, which I think 
will bear fruit, if not this session in the next session, 
Mr. Speaker. And that is all I am saying. It is not about 
trying to just criticise for the sake of criticising. 

Right now, Mr. Speaker, we are adding a tax 
that is going to increase the cost of doing business for 
the airlines, it is going to increase the cost of a ticket 
price for Bermudians and tourists alike, which will de-
crease our competitive edge in the tourism market, 
which is something that we are already struggling with 
regardless of whether people have gotten perfor-
mance bonuses or not, we are still struggling with it. 
And all I am saying is that we can avoid all of that if 
we just follow the law, follow the legislation, and follow 
international standards. 

Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Are there any other Members who would care 
to speak? 

The Chair will recognise the Member from 
constituency 6, MP Wayne Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am hoping that the Minister of 
Tourism will stand up and justify why the numbers are 
correct and what impact it will have on him attracting 
the tourists that we need here. We saw today’s paper 
where they are projecting an increase in cruise lines in 
2016, but I remember the Chairman of the BTA [Ber-
muda Tourism Authority] talked about we don’t need 
additional people from the cruises, but we need [more] 
people here [from air] arrivals. That is our focus. That 
is what our focus should be.  

Now they came here and talked about how 
they wanted to add a couple of dollars on cruise line 
[passengers] and you may have my support [for that] 
because at the end of the day you are talking about, 
they come in at roughly, sometimes 110 per cent full 
now. Work that one out. The reason why is because 
they put additional people in the rooms. 

But, no, we are talking about an increase on 
our arrival, a fee on our arrivals [which] will have a 
serious impact. And if anything we should talk about 
how we can take it away and reduce it. I know there 
was a time, particularly during our off season, when 
we wanted to attract additional people here, and that 
. . . one idea I floated across the Ministry once was 
how do we find a way to remove the departure tax just 
for a few months so we can attract people here for the 
cause. 

But we are talking about allowing . . . the cost 
to travel to Bermuda is one of the most expensive ju-
risdictions to travel to, when it comes to airlines. And 
we are now saying that we want to increase . . . now 
let me just tell you how the landing fee came into be-
ing. The landing fee came into being roughly around 
1993, I think it was, when I was the Minister of 
Transport at the time. And we had just taken over the 
airport from the Americans—1995—okay. And then 
we had put in a very low rate, a very low rate because 
at the time the airport was bleeding. As far as the ex-
pense, it was considerable.  

So we found alternative ways as how do we 
put fees in place to ensure that the airport has . . . at 
least break even. So we had the landing fees, we 
looked at putting a new . . . in a word, “user pays,” at 
the airport. We put in concessions. We put in stores, 
at the end of the day, to make things work. 

But to increase it, Mr. Speaker, from $4.50 up 
to $8.00-and-something . . . $8.25 and $7.25, the Min-
ister of Transport and Tourism must be torn. He must 
be torn. I cannot believe that the Minister would be 
supporting this, and I really do not. 

And so we are here . . . and then you slap on 
top of it and talk about we want to put on an improve-
ment fee. Now, most airports at least start the im-
provement and then they put in an improvement [fee]. 
They did that at Seattle . . . not Seattle, the Vancouver 
Airport. I remember visiting there when they had an 
improvement fee. But it reminds me of the hospital 
levy, Mr. Speaker. That was there for years, and we 
put it there for a specific reason, and it stayed forever 

and ever and ever. And then all of a sudden they 
wrapped it up and put it into the payroll tax. Do you 
remember that? The Honourable Member remembers 
that. As a matter of fact, he may have been the Minis-
ter of Finance at the time, him or Dr. Saul was at the 
time. 

But we cannot be talking about increasing the 
departure tax a couple of months ago, then come 
back here and say we are going to increase the land-
ing fee, and now we are going to put an improvement 
fee on the airport. We are actually going mad. And 
then we are saying, Welcome to Bermuda! 

Mr. Speaker, this does not justify it. The Minis-
ter stood up and talked about the reason why we are 
having landing fees is because we got some security 
equipment to put in place. Well, the Minister has not 
told us how much that security equipment costs. Now, 
if he told us that we want to increase $4.25 for a peri-
od— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: [It was] $900,000? I missed 
that part. And now we are going to raise . . . how 
much are we going to raise from the landing fees? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Six million. So we are raising 
$6 million for landing fees— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I will ask the Minister 
. . . I am going to be willing to sit down. I am asking 
the Minister how much additional money will be raised 
for landing fees? Because he is justifying it by saying 
that we are going to raise the landing fees to pay for 
this security equipment. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am talking about landing 
fees. 

The Speaker: Honourable Members, we are not in 
Committee, so . . .  

Honourable Member, carry on speaking.

 Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I see 
here, talking about . . . and as you said we are not in 
Com-mittee, but we are talking about [increasing] 
from $4.25 to $8.25. That, to me, is landing fees. 
That is a landing fee we are talking about. I could 
be wrong. I would be willing to sit down if the 
Minister tells me I am wrong. 

[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But can the Minister explain 
and I will be able to debate further. I will yield to the 
Minister. I will yield to the Minister if that is not a land-
ing fee. 
 
The Speaker: The Minister has to stand up if he 
wants to speak, Honourable Member, so— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I am asking the Minister 
will— 
 
The Speaker: —if you would please continue on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am going to yield, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Please continue on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —if he can tell me that I am 
wrong, that this $4.25 to $8.25 is not a landing fee. 
And I will be glad. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. The Chair will recognise the Min-
ister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have not mentioned the words “landing fee” 
once in my presentation. What he is talking about and 
what I talked about was the Aviation Security Fee. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: All right. Then . . . the Avia-
tion Security Fee. Again, I am asking the Minister, 
How much money we will plan to collect from the 
Aviation Security Fee? If he can tell me how much 
that is. We know what the equipment is going to 
cost—$900,000—how much will we collect in one 
year from [the] Aviation Security Fee? And I will be 
willing to sit down and— 
 
The Speaker: The Minister has an opportunity to 
speak at the end of the debate— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He does, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: —so he will— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —I have opportunity to— 
 
The Speaker: —he can then . . . he can then— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —ask him would I be willing 
to yield after being asked that question. 
 
The Speaker: If he wants to yield, he can. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Because I am only allowed 
to speak once. I am only allowed to speak once, so I 

am asking the Minister if he can clarify to the House 
how much he will raise . . . because that is how he 
justified. He is justifying to the House that we are rais-
ing this money to pay for the security equipment. And 
if we can pay for that in one year, is he going to tell 
me that the following year we are dropping that fee? 
Or we are going to pay for it in two years? That is why 
I [recalled the] hospital levy fee because we kept it on 
forever and ever and ever. 
 So if he wants to pay for that, then tell the 
country, We’re doing it for two years, we’ll pay for the 
equipment, and then we’re taking it out. But no, it is 
going to stay there. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And then we slap an im-
provement fee which will be put in some escrow ac-
count for a period of time. For what? He told the coun-
try that he has an investor out there that . . . there will 
be no fees for the Government, no fees for the people 
of Bermuda, and we will be paying— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, the Chair will recognise the Minis-
ter. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I never said that. I said that 
the airport project would not add to national debt. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Well, we heard that before. That is like the 
$200 million we just finished . . . come back here and 
raised again. 
 But . . . and so the country believes, the aver-
age Bermudian believes that because we are not go-
ing to raise the national debt, no one is going to be 
paying for it. That is the impression that they try to 
give out there. The average Bermudian believes, Oh, 
we won’t be paying for . . . no money . . . these people 
will just go out there and raise the money and they’ll 
find money in the water off of . . . off of Castle Har-
bour. But there is . . . the Government, the people of 
Bermuda and the travellers on the airlines will pay for 
whatever it is. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And so they are secretly, 
Madam Deputy Speaker (who is now in the Chair), 
raising these little fees quietly, as my honourable col-
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league said, so they can show where  the money can 
come from. That is what they are really doing. It is all 
about the business brand that these individuals from 
Canada are working on, and it is about slapping these 
little small fees in and saying, Okay, now put this in 
your budget. Put this $8.25 in your budget. Put this 
$7.25 in your budget. Put this tax improvement in your 
budget. How does that look now? Increase the landing 
. . . the departure tax, how does that look now to you? 
 So they may be trying to trick some people on 
their Backbench, but they are not tricking the Mem-
bers on this side.  
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, we cannot sup-
port this because we have said that we want tourists 
on this Island. We want to bring down the cost of trav-
el. And I have travelled many times to the UK to speak 
to the British Airways people, and as you know, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, the fee to travel from the UK . . . 
and we are the children of the UK, the mother country. 
But it costs more to fly from London to Bermuda than 
from London to the Bahamas because they consider 
us a business jurisdiction. That is what they consider 
us; a business jurisdiction. So the cost of travelling to 
Bermuda is more. 

So how are we going to justify, how are we 
going to justify talking to the airlines? And the Premier 
was in Chicago last week. I wonder whether the 
Premier told the airlines that we would be increasing 
the landing fees (which [was] only a week ago). Cabi-
net must have made a decision by then because this 
took a couple of weeks to draft up and . . . Did the 
Premier tell the airlines that we are increasing the 
landing fees? I doubt it. I doubt it. So the cost . . . sor-
ry, you know what I am talking about, the Security 
Fee. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yeah, I got that one. 

No, the first one was the . . . the departure tax 
was the first one— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, just speak 
to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The departure tax was the 
first one, which we have already done. The second 
one has to do with the security. Right? The security. 
And the third one has to do with the improvement . . . 
they just . . . it is called . . . $16.00 per passenger.  

I am wondering whether the Premier has ac-
tually told the airlines. Running off there. And I hear . . 
. I think the Minister said they were combining, if that 
is . . . I could be mistaken. I see three separate line 
items here. Okay? I see three separate line items. 
Now, I could be wrong. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, okay, thank you. 
 So we are concerned. The Minister of Tourism 
has to be concerned. He needs to have a consultation 
with the Minister of Transport and say, What they are 
doing down there and what the Minister of Finance is 
doing is wrong.  

It is interesting that the Minister of Finance 
brings in a developer, talks about a developer in the 
airport, and now is talking about the fee. Normally it is 
the Minister of Transport that brings these things to 
Parliament. Normally. That is normally the case, you 
know. That is what normally happens. But the Minister 
of Finance, it seems like he has got the whole opera-
tion of the airport under his portfolio. We have some 
concerns. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am hoping that 
the Backbench will at least ask themselves the ques-
tion, Will this, in addition . . . and what about that 
BTA? You know they are quiet on everything. This 
independent body out there. The departure tax went 
up, they went quiet. Their marketing fees were taken 
from them, they went quiet. Now these are going up 
and they are still quiet. What type of independent 
body is that? They should be talking and saying to the 
country, We do not support it. That is what would be 
independent, that would be independent. But no, un-
der their . . . quietly they sit in that boardroom collect-
ing their $100,000 bonus a year. They got paid.  

As a matter of fact, it is going to affect them 
because once the number goes down their incentive 
fee goes down too, so they must be worrying. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sorry, “discretionary” incen-
tive. 
 
An Hon. Member: Aah! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Discretionary incentive. 
 But Madam Deputy Speaker, what would I 
know? I am only an accident [sic] Bermudian, I would 
not know about these things— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: “Accidental” Bermudian. And 
most accidental Bermudians do not know what they 
are talking about. But those Bermudians who have a 
choice know more. They know more. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Accidental Bermudian, that 
is what I am. And most accidental . . . and they listen 
to most Bermudians who are here by choice. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and crosstalk] 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, Madam Deputy Speak-
er— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, I do really want to 
just hear the one Member who is standing on the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But you know what I mean 
by accidental Bermudians, right, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are talking about 
the Bill entitled Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amend-
ment Act. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But that is my point. But that 
is my point. My point is this: Somebody suggested 
these fees and I hope it was not an accidental Bermu-
dian who made this suggestion. I cannot believe it. 
But it is an accidental Bermudian who is bringing this 
to this House which should have some concern.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I really should not be hearing 
any other voice other than the Honourable Member 
that is standing to his feet. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, the Honourable Member 
Grant Gibbons, you know, he means well. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He is my friend. He means 
well and, again, if he was the Minister of Finance I do 
not believe he would be standing up talking like this. 
He would not be standing up talking like this because 
he understands. He understands supply and demand. 
He understands the impact that it will have on the 
economy. As we know this morning  . . . I am not go-
ing to reflect back but we have a concern. And I am 
asking the Government to just pause. 
 By the way, are there any more fees that are 
coming that are going to be brought in? I mean, this 
was just a surprise to us. A surprise. But it is all done 
to try to improve the budgetary aspect for those inves-
tors that are coming before us. That is what it is all 
about—nothing more, nothing less. 
 I wish the Minister, for once, would admit the 
truth because you are talking about a . . . if you are 
talking about an improvement fee, who is going to be 
doing the work? But they are, based on what they are 
talking about. So it must be for them. And there is no 
sunset clause in it. No sunset clause in the Security 
Fee, it goes on and on and on. And as you know, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, once a Government puts a 
fee on it, is very hard to pull it back. 

 So the cost of living, the cost of travel for us 
as Bermudians, as accidental and those choice Ber-
mudians, and the cost to come here is going to be . . . 
this must be on the mind of the Minister of Tourism 
and the Bermuda Tourism Authority. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Bill entitled Bermuda Air Terminal 
(Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29, Southampton East, the Honour-
able Zane J. S. De Silva, Shadow Minister of Tourism. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 And thanks for adding that bit about “Shadow 
Minister of Tourism” because we have been debating 
this for about an hour and a half, two hours, and the 
Minister of Tourism has sat silent. But wait a minute. I 
know why he sat silent. Let us not criticise him be-
cause part of his job has been taken away from him 
[by] the Finance Minister. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Is it because he is not 
qualified? Is the Minister not qualified to bring a simple 
Bill like this? Is he not qualified to put some hands on 
the airport and that project? No! If I was the Minister of 
Tourism I would be quite vexed. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. Or maybe that is why 
he is not talking today because he is vexed, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. But maybe . . . maybe now he will 
speak. Maybe now he will speak because you would 
have thought that he would have been one of the first 
to defend this outrageous increase, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, you will know that 
during the budget debate we increased the departure 
tax. We now have this increase, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, which is . . . it just . . . it boggles the mind. It 
is not even appropriate, I do not think. Especially 
when, Madam Deputy Speaker, you will know [from] 
the budget speech by the Finance Minister, and the 
speech that the Premier gave during the budget, that 
tourism is critical.  

Now, in my eyes, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
critical, if you go to the hospital and you are in critical 
condition, you are not going down for a Band-Aid. You 
are going to go to intensive care—exactly. So when 
the Finance Minister says tourism arrivals and tourism 
revival, and it is echoed by the Premier and they say it 
is critical to Bermuda’s survival, yet every time we turn 
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around, they seem to be slapping the airlines in the 
face. 

Now, why do I say that? Well, these increases 
just are part and parcel. And, you know, the other 
thing I thought about, Madam Deputy Speaker, is this: 
You will know that most of the airlines have MRGs 
(Minimum Revenue Guarantees). Now, what do you 
think the airlines who have MRGs are going to do? All 
you have to do is: Well, Government of Bermuda you 
taxed me on this end, that’s okay; because if I don’t 
meet my quota, I’m going to get it back at the end of 
the year in my minimum . . . I mean, what did we give 
Air Canada, $3 million? We gave American Airlines a 
million dollars?  

So you know this . . . this . . . this . . . unless, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, unless these funds are go-
ing to be used for something else. Are they going to 
be put in the pot for some friends that hope to have a 
bigger play in the airport revenue that is generated in 
the near future? 

Now, my colleague, the Honourable Wayne 
Furbert, might be able to just make sure that I get this 
right, but if we expect in the region (approximately, 
Madam Deputy Speaker) of 250,000 air arrival tourists 
this year, and if you multiply that by 20, what do you 
get? About $5 million, I think. About $5 million. So my 
Shadow Finance Minister, Mr. Burt, would be . . . I am 
sure he might be able to just verify that number. But if 
you have 250,000 air arrivals at $20.00 a head, it is $5 
million. So that is what the Finance Minister is hoping 
to raise, I would think, with this increase—$5 million.  

Well, Madam Deputy Speaker, the five execu-
tives at the Bermuda Tourism Authority total over $5 
million—just those five. So why are you going to hit all 
of your tourists and your possible increase in tourist 
arrivals when all you have got to do is look right close 
to home? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House with his figures in terms of 
the executive compensation. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, I do not know, if you 
add in the bonuses, I bet you that number gets a little 
closer, doesn’t it, Minister?  

How much are we paying in bonuses?  

Well, he . . . hold it. He will not tell us that. So 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I have to take a guess. And I 
like to try to be a little accurate with my numbers, but 
when you get the Minister and you get Dr. Gibbons 
and everyone else on that side who will not give us 
information, we have to take a guess. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. So if that number is 
incorrect, Minister, just bring it next week. Or Dr. Gib-
bons might want to bring it next week. Tell us how 
much they paid in total bonuses over the last year. 
And now they are on the second year. Now they are 
on their second year. Now, if you throw in $20,000 
each for every member on the Board, and they are in 
their second term, that is another couple of hundred 
thousand. See? See, Madam Deputy Speaker? And 
look, while we are on bonuses, and I stand to be cor-
rected, I hear there are some other bonuses that have 
been paid out too. Look no further than the hospital— 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are actually dis-
cussing the Bill in front of us, Bermuda Air Terminal 
(Fees). 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You know . . . thank you, 
thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, because that is 
exactly where I am coming from, because air arrivals 
is what they are hitting.  

They are trying to make it more expensive 
and I am trying . . . because they need money. Be-
cause the Finance Minister’s policies are not working. 
That is why we are here. If his policies were working, 
if his crystal ball estimates were correct, we would not 
be here. But we are. And look at what we are hitting. 
We are hitting a critical, a critical . . . taxing our tour-
ists. And all the while we are trying to increase visitors 
so that we can increase foreign exchange, so that we 
can make more jobs. We lost 2,000 jobs in the last 
two years. They promised 2,000 so, you know, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, you see it keeps going to the 
OBA’s policies. They are not working. 

That is why I get onto hospital bonuses, be-
cause I hear they are paying those out too—
something I stopped as Health Minister. So now I 
wonder how many more . . . maybe Dr. Gibbons has 
the . . . I think he had something to do with the . . . oh 
no. That is this. I think maybe his boss is down there 
on the board. But what I am saying, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, is that I understand that bonuses have been 
paid out there too. How much? One hundred, two 
hundred, three hundred . . . I do not know. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, do you want to— 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let me move on, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Because I am like you, it upsets me. You 
know, that probably upsets you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. It upsets me too. Because you know what? 
When we hear, trying to raise money by putting the 
burden on our tourists and our airline partners, that is 
what drives me to look at, you know, what is happen-
ing around me here as we sit and stand. All this mon-
ey is just seen to be, Okay, let’s give you $20,000. 
Let’s give you $100[,000]. You take $50[,000]. You 
take— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yeah. How much was 
that? 
 
An Hon. Member: Ten thousand dollars. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Whew!  

Oh, yeah, let us not forget the $10,000 a 
month we gave to a consultant that was working, I do 
not know, getting paid from the hospital and getting a 
$10,000 consultancy fee a month to do a study on our 
own business. I mean, the list goes on and on. 
 But Madam Deputy Speaker, you might recall 
last week the Premier gave a Ministerial Statement 
when he returned from the States, and he told us he 
had a meeting with the United Airline folks. I think the 
Minister went too. Right? So the Premier and the Min-
ister went to meet with United last week. Why did they 
go? Do you think they went to tell them that they are 
increasing the fees? I do not think so. I do not think 
they went all the way to Chicago to tell United that 
they were increasing the fees. But I bet you there was 
some sort of surprise when they opened up the paper 
[in the] morning and said, Wait a minute, weren’t 
those fellows just here telling us to increase flights to 
Bermuda?  

But lo and behold, guess what happens? 
They are still going to stop service in September. And 
at the same time they increased flights to the Cayman 
[Islands]. So they take away from us and they give to 
the Cayman [Islands]. The Premier and Minister meet 
to say, What? Look, we really want your business. 
And the very next week they are here raising the fees.  

That makes as much sense as a box of rocks. 
But here we have all the financial scientists next door 
that say they are going to change the country around. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yeah! Yeah! 
 And Madam Deputy Speaker, my colleague, 
the Honourable Wayne Furbert, touched on it. And it 
is very important, you know, when he talked about the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority being a non-political arm, 

non-political . . . you know, . . . um . . . um . . . yeah. 
They are supposed to be.  

Now, if they were really, as he said . . . be-
cause I do not know if people realise that. But the BTA 
. . . anytime that any government makes a change, 
whether it be policy or legislatively or whatever way, 
and it affects tourists and it affects the airlines or the 
cruise ships, they should be making some noise and 
they should make that noise publicly. Not pick up the 
phone and call the Minister. Or maybe they did call 
the Minister. Maybe he called his Finance Minister 
and said, Look! Wow! What’s happening? What’s go-
ing on? Why are you doing this . . . or not; unless the 
Finance Minister is just taking the fall. I do not know.  

I do not know how these guys work. But I 
have got to wonder really if our Finance Minister, es-
pecially after this morning, understands economics. I 
do not— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yeah. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we have had the increase in March and we 
certainly expressed our concerns then. We have this 
increase that is being proposed here today and we 
have serious concerns about that now as we speak.  

And if we are going to increase our airlines 
. . . and I agree with the Premier and I agree with the 
Finance Minister when they say that tourism and revi-
talising tourism is critical. I agree with them. That is 
why I disagree when I hear that, you know, the visi-
tor’s stall is not going to happen in St. George’s this 
year—a place where you are pretty close to, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. It is not going to happen this year. 
Well, it is happening now, but I wonder what would 
have happened if we did not make any noise this 
week. Because there was a report yesterday in the 
paper after we came out and made noise, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, one sentence saying that, Oh, en-
trepreneurs have been working on it for a couple of 
weeks. And then two paragraphs later it said, We’ve 
been working on it for a couple of months. So who is 
fooling who with that press release? 
 But see? Those are the types of things when 
you hear the Bermuda Tourism Authority saying that 
they cannot support it because they do not have the 
finances. And the week before we find out that hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars are being handed out in 
bonuses? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are not on motion 
to adjourn. If we would stick to the Bermuda Air Ter-
minals (Fees) Amendment, that would be great. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. I will do that. 
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 But see that is just it. It is the cost of it. It is the 
cost of these fees, and all these little things bite into it. 
And like I said, if they were running things correctly, if 
they were doing it, and if the policies of the OBA had a 
bit of success, we would not be here discussing fees. 
And that is why I think it is important for people to 
know, and it is important for us as the Opposition, to 
point these . . . these . . . all these jollies that are be-
ing handed out. It seems like every week we find out 
something else. So it is important for us to bring it to 
the attention, when you are talking about raising fees. 
And Madam Deputy Speaker, I am not even going to 
talk . . . we did not get to talk about it today because 
we ran out of time at Question Period, but all the fees 
that were raised on FutureCare, HIP, and all that. 
Okay, let me come back over. 

But that is what I am talking about, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is they seem to be . . . they talked 
about our fiscal management of the public purse, my 
gosh, I think a lot of their own Members—well, I know 
that because they talk to us too you know. They tell us 
how they feel. I had a couple of calls this week from 
branch chairman of the OBA—branch chairman call-
ing me up from the OBA—saying, Zane, don’t ease 
them up. It’s out of order. They shouldn’t be doing it. 
But here we are today increasing fees because of all 
these bonuses and sweetness that they are giving 
out. 

You know, Finance Minister, Bob Richards, 
insulted our seniors earlier this year when he said, 
Money doesn’t grow on trees. But money grows on 
trees down at the BTA. They just seem to say, Oh, 
let’s pick off a couple of hundred this week. Aah, look! 
Look! It’s harvest time. You know, we’ve got another 
tree, let’s pick off another $50,000 this week. Oh, 
board members, let’s pick of $20,000 each this month. 
Money does not grow on trees. That is what he told 
our seniors, insulted them, and then rubbed salt in 
their wound by just handing out all these bonuses wil-
ly-nilly. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, we do not agree to 
this and we will continue to [oppose] it. I hope the 
Tourism Minister now is going to get up and tell us 
what he thinks about these increases. 

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to— 
 
[Desk thumping and general uproar] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Gentlemen and Members of 
the House, if we can refrain from any exuberant be-
haviour, we are in a House of Assembly after all. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 31, Southampton West Central, the Minister 

of Tourism and Transport, the Honourable Shawn G. 
Crockwell. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. I was actually 
enjoying the applause, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, no, no. It is not theatre. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You do not get that too 
often from the other side. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, let me say—and it 
will come as no surprise—that no one wants to in-
crease any type of fee, Madam Deputy Speaker. Fees 
are increased, normally out of necessity, whether they 
are fees in relation to health or fees in relation, in this 
case, to Airport Operations and the Airport Improve-
ment Fund. 
 The Finance Minister and I certainly had long 
conversations on the necessity of this increase. And I 
had conversations with the general manager of the 
airport. This was not a decision that was made in iso-
lation. It was not a decision that was made by the Fi-
nance Minister independently. It was not a decision 
that was made without the benefit of significant con-
sideration and research. 

And the fact of the matter is, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that this Government has made a decision 
to redevelop the airport. We believe that the airport 
needs to be redeveloped. It is an ageing facility. And 
when we talk about the tourism product, you have to 
talk about the airport as part of that. It is the first thing 
that our guests see when they get here. It is the last 
thing they see when they leave.  

I think that although there has been a lot of 
discussion around the development of the airport and, 
as the Honourable Member just mentioned, I went 
through the airport recently to go to that United [Air-
lines] meeting, which was a very positive meeting, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, and we expect to have posi-
tive results from that meeting. But as I was in the air-
port, I looked around and said, I cannot understand 
why anyone would say we do not need a new airport. 
At times I am embarrassed that that is what we pre-
sent to our guests, whether they are coming for lei-
sure or coming for business. We need to modernise 
that airport, and the Government is committed to do-
ing that. And as a result, these fees are required to 
make the redevelopment happen. 

Now, as the Minister of Tourism, of course, it 
is concerning when you are talking about increasing 
the cost of travel. But Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
cost of travel in terms of fees, because we have had 
some of the lowest fees as it relates to some of our 
competitors for years, and I believe the Honourable 
Minister listed some of the other jurisdictions that have 
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much higher, have historically had much higher fees, 
up $100.00 in some places, $90.00, and the like. And 
you will find that those jurisdictions that have in-
creased fees, normally those increased fees are as-
sociated with a new airport. And most of those other 
jurisdictions have new airports, they built them, and as 
a result their fees went up. 

And Bermuda, we did not do any major rede-
velopment in our airport. Our fees have remained low 
for years, yet we have seen historical reductions in 
our air arrivals—year after year after year. For dec-
ades we have seen the air arrivals going the wrong 
direction. We reached an all-time low in 2010, after 
many years, and we reached an all-time low in 2014. 
That has been the trend. And if it had anything to do 
with fees, if fees were the determining factor, we 
should have had [multitudes of] tourists coming here 
because we had the lowest fees. So it has got nothing 
to do with fees. Our problem attracting tourists is not 
our fees. 

We have had some significant issues, wheth-
er it is the way we market or, you know, other issues 
as it relates to marketing to the right niche, or whatev-
er the case may be, and the BTA is charged with fig-
uring it out. The issue is, Madam Deputy Speaker, it 
has not been the fees. 

Now, it may be more expensive to travel here, 
yes. And we know that Bermuda is not a cheap juris-
diction and we are going to always have to attract a 
high net worth individual. I think, my opinion as the 
Minister of Tourism, is that part of the reason is that 
we have not had the product. We have not had the 
product. So when I have a high net worth individual 
say to me, who lives in New York, and he says, I go 
with my friends to Dominican Republic or Miami to 
play golf on a regular basis. I don’t go to Bermuda 
because there’s nothing to do after I have dinner. 
They go play golf, if they want to, and then do some-
thing in the evening. 

So the reality, Madam Deputy Speaker, is that 
we have had a plethora of challenges. We got very 
lazy as it related to the tourism product. We just as-
sumed people would come here because we are 
Bermuda. And we did not keep our product at the lev-
el that it should be, including our hotel product. And 
that is why this Government has been committed to 
hotel development and redevelopment because peo-
ple are not going to come here and spend $600.00 a 
night in a hotel room unless they are getting commen-
surate value. 

So it has nothing to do with fees as to why 
people were not coming here because if it was about 
fees— 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry, your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He is misleading the 
House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: In fact, he contradicted 
himself. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you like to know . . . can 
I tell people who is standing and talking? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sure, go ahead. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 29. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
said fees have nothing to do with it. But then two 
minutes he said that, You know, okay, yeah, the cost 
of a plane ticket is what stops people from coming. 
What do you think makes up part of that plane ticket? 
It is the fees, Minister, do you not realise that? It is 
part of it. Do not say it is not the fees. It is the fees, 
they are part of it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I did not say that, but the Honourable Member 
had his turn to speak, if he wants to keep getting up 
and giving more speeches, I will let him do it. All right? 
 Now— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: If you tell the truth, I will not 
get up. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the Honourable Member is being disrespect-
ful. I sat here and I listened to him and I was not dis-
respectful of that Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You know, and it is ridicu-
lous. That is unnecessary. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Please proceed. But I would also say if you 
are going— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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The Deputy Speaker: Members, Members, if . . . 
Members! 
 Thank you. Please do not speak unless you 
are asked to speak. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the clear reality is that we have seen a de-
cline in tourism for decades. We have had some of 
the lowest fees for a very long time, and no one likes 
to increase fees, no one wants to, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, increase the cost of doing business. But be-
cause we want to redevelop the airport, which we be-
lieve is a necessity, then we have to make this in-
crease. 
 Now, I heard the Honourable Member, I be-
lieve it was Mr. Scott, was talking about the departure 
tax and where it has been calculated. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: All the fees, Mr. Speaker, 
and I accept the fact that there is the anomaly where 
the departure tax goes into the Consolidated Fund, 
and it does not go against the Department of Airport 
Operations, it goes against the Tax Commissioner’s 
Office. But that has been in existence for years. For 
years. So if he wants to say that there is noncompli-
ance, that noncompliance has existed for decades!  
 Now— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, clarification.  

Member, sit down. 
 Carry on. 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Is the Minister saying that 
because mistakes have been made for a long time— 
 
The Speaker: Ah, you are getting— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —is he going to continue to 
allow them to? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Thank you, Honourable Member, that is not a— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I also did not interrupt 
that Honourable Member when he was speaking. It 
seems like they cannot help but interrupt me. 
 That has been the case for decades. Now, the 
point I want to make is that all consideration, as it re-
lates to this airport development, includes all fees. So 
when the Honourable Member said, Well, all you’ve 
got to do is rectify the anomaly (as he had put it) then 

that would abrogate the need for what we are doing 
today. That is not the case because those—all fees—
have been taken into consideration in the redevelop-
ment project. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, no, we are not doing jump-
ing jacks over having to increase these fees. No, I 
was not excited about it. Of course I had conversa-
tions with the BTA about it. But at the end of the day, I 
believe the BTA supports having a new airport. This 
Government supports having a new airport. And that 
is going to . . . as we have all said time and time 
again, there is no free lunch. It is going to require cost. 
And every jurisdiction that builds a new airport—the 
Honourable Member from constituency 6 said he was 
down in Vancouver, they built a new airport. They had 
an airport improvement fee. That comes with the terri-
tory of redeveloping the airport. 

And so it is what we have to do and it is, as I 
said earlier, it is not something that, you know, we are 
thrilled about, but we have to proceed and get it done. 

Now, I also heard an Honourable Member 
speak about the increase in cruise [arrivals] and he 
referenced the chairman of the [Bermuda] Tourism 
Authority about his comments. This Government’s 
focus, the focus of the BTA, is to recalibrate the ratio 
of cruise to air arrivals. We need to do that. It is going 
to take time to do that. Now, the reason why we are 
excited about the 10 per cent increase in cruise calls 
for 2016 is primarily because most of that increase is 
in the luxury cruise lines, the smaller cruise lines, 
which will be servicing Hamilton and St. George’s. 
And we see that that is vitally important in stimulating 
the economies of Hamilton and St. George’s. And we 
also recognise that the smaller ships, their passen-
gers spend more. 

But, clearly, it is our objective to increase air 
arrivals and to maintain our cruise arrivals and keep 
that healthy and robust. But we need to increase air 
arrivals. So I am looking forward to the second quar-
ter, and I believe that we are going to see some posi-
tive results. I think going forward the BTA’s hard work 
is going to bear fruit.  

No, this is not something that we are thrilled 
about, but it is something that we have to do because, 
I believe, as a national imperative, we need to rede-
velop our airport. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Minis-
ter. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 13, MP Glenn Blakeney. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, and good afternoon. 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I just want to contribute a 
few words because— 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —with respect to the last 
speaker.  

You know, it is interesting, some of the com-
ments that the speaker before him brought up and he 
did not seem to address much of that, but they were 
very valid points, particularly with having going to 
meet with an airline, a major airline, that has consid-
ered to discontinue a percentage of their flights during 
the winter months and asking them to reconsider, and 
at the same time, as he mentioned, having intentions 
to raise the fees. 

Did the Minister of Tourism and the Finance 
Minister mention that to United Airlines? I would be 
very interested to know what their response would 
have been. And maybe they will not care, as was 
mentioned, because of the minimum guarantee. But 
also the other safety net that they have is setting the 
price to travel to Bermuda. And if we are not getting 
the kind of numbers we would hope to get now, any 
increase that is going to be a knock-on to the con-
sumer is going to be prohibitive—any increase. 

And no one—certainly not on this side—is 
saying we do not need an improved airport or a new 
airport. It is how it is being done and with who without 
due process, relative to what would be normally ac-
cepted as a due diligence exercise with an RFP going 
out, to ensure that you can get the best deal of those 
that would convey an interest. Right now we do not 
know who would be interested or who would have 
matched CCC.  

That is all speculative because it was a sole 
source process. That is where the major contention is. 
And everybody gets that. So to insinuate or infer that it 
appears the Opposition does not want a new airport or 
realise the merit for redevelopment or improvement of 
the airport—that is a fallacy. That is a misrepresenta-
tion. And that is what I call simple politicising of a very 
serious situation that is going to have an impact on 
the country with regard to the revenue streams that 
will be lost. There is no way that that could be contra-
dicted, even the most uninterested and naïve con-
sumer in this country realises that basic fact. 

So when we have this raising and increasing 
of fees, that invariably will be passed on to consumers 
who we are trying to attract, and you have an entity 
such as an airline given a free pass to raise their air 
fares, they are not going to care. They are saying to 
Bermuda, at the end of the day, possibly, Thank you 
very much. We’re going to pass it on. You’re giving us 
a minimum guaranteed revenue, so if our planes 
aren’t full, we’re getting paid. We don’t even have to 
market. We don’t even have to market. So I tell you 
what, let us go where we get some people interested 
because there is a better product or the perception of 

a better product, such as to the Cayman Islands, we 
will increase our air routes there, and we will decrease 
in Bermuda, take those planes and use them going to 
the Cayman Islands. 

I mean, it is really, really very simple. And 
when you try to use all of these substantiations in jus-
tifying what it is that you need to do, we can see right 
through it. Because all we talk about is raising fees on 
people, particularly in this country, who can least af-
ford to pay, and at the same time there is no balance 
to the conversation with any concerted effort, that 
looks tangible, doable, viable, in raising revenue. Why 
do I not hear week after week after week the strategic 
thinking, the vision of the One Bermuda Alliance Gov-
ernment in identifying revenue streams or potential 
revenue streams? We do not hear that. We do not 
ever hear that. 

We hear defence in policies that are anti-
Bermudian and cost prohibitive that are being intro-
duced hand over fist. And as soon as they are caught 
out with any level of misrepresentation, the first de-
fence that they have is to blame the Progressive La-
bour Party former administration for being in the situa-
tion. No acknowledgment at all of the global context of 
countries around the world that have been affected by 
recession, by those that were entrusted to do quite the 
opposite than what they did in tanking the global 
economy. 

So this kind of thinking that is being conveyed 
to the general public in defending these kinds of poli-
cies of the One Bermuda Alliance are seen for what 
they are. And what we,  as the Opposition, are com-
mitted to do is to reveal to the public where there are 
contradictions, where there are misrepresentations, 
where there is alleged nefarious activity, where there 
are obvious anti-Bermudian policies because of the 
impact and effect that the implementation of the policy 
will have on the average Bermudian of this country, 
particularly in a time of challenge where the economy 
has not rebounded yet. 

As I said last week, ask yourself, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bermuda, are you better off today than you were in 
2012? Are you better off today when you were in 
2013? Are you better off today when you were in 
2014? When we continue to see the kinds of policies 
introduced, such as these fees, that have a direct im-
pact on the economic pockets of families and individ-
uals who are continuing to lose jobs. There are more 
jobs going to be lost very soon from a few companies 
in this country.  

The acquisitions of larger businesses for their 
strategic purposes and vision to consolidate in acquir-
ing like businesses or businesses that make sense for 
their business, causes them to substantiate downsiz-
ing because of duplications. 

And so you will not have a company that ac-
quires another company needing necessarily two re-
ceptionists, just as an example, unless they are going 
to segregate the business and have it under one um-
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brella. But there is a knock-on impact and when that 
happens where there is a declined economy and peo-
ple are losing jobs, there is less of a number in the 
pool to get the resources you need from taxes. Be-
cause if people are not gainfully employed they are 
not going to contribute to the tax coffers, they are go-
ing to draw from it through Financial Assistance and 
other programmes that give them the kind of assis-
tance to just survive. 
 If we are going to depend on foreign ex-
change coming into this country by way of the leisure 
traveller and then knowingly make it more prohibitive 
for that leisure traveller to choose Bermuda compared 
to other destinations, it does not bode well for confi-
dence anywhere, to say the least to Standard & 
Poor’s. To say the least when you have the Finance 
Minister coming and saying he is going to borrow an-
other $200,000 [sic] or the facility to do so when he 
feels the need . . . $200 million. I wish it was $200,000 
. . . $200 million. 

So when the Finance Minister comes and ex-
plains this kind of thing, the average Bermudian is 
saying, But hey! With all of the indicators, when you 
did what you did to borrow the first trunk of money, 
why didn’t you anticipate this? Where were your actu-
arial experts and scientific experts on actuarial studies 
when you were crunching the numbers to project 
maybe a little better so that you could have managed 
a little better without having to come back even before 
you have spent all that money, or if you have spent all 
that money and need more money because you antic-
ipate spending it if you have not spent it? 

That that speaks volumes, speaks volumes 
about what you have to work with in assessing where 
you are, where you need to be, and where you want 
to go. And if you are falling short in the hundreds of 
millions of dollars, then how can you come here and 
ask us to give you our vote of confidence? How in 
good conscience? It makes absolutely no sense. 

The average Bermudian is actually under-
standing it now and seeing it now for one reason—
they are feeling it now, more than ever before. And 
that is the problem. And this just does not affect one-
way traffic coming into the Island, it is going to affect 
traffic both ways. That means Bermudians going out 
of the country somewhere are going to be paying 
more because these fees, invariably, are going to be 
passed on to the consumer. 

And that is not rocket science. The Minister of 
Tourism knows that. That is why he is not smiling. And 
this is one of the shortest contributions in this House 
that that Honourable Minister has stood to his feet 
since I have been here.. I can only imagine in Cabinet 
what went down because I am sure the Minister tried 
to defend why it should not be, notwithstanding, the 
Finance Minister had very few options. Because what 
he is trying to do on the front end is prohibiting the 
results he would hope for on the back end. And you 
cannot camouflage it because as soon as he men-

tioned fees for the airport, right away, as soon as the 
Finance Minister mentioned that, I am sure the hair on 
the back of the neck of the Tourism Minister stood 
straight up, because I do believe he has the country’s 
best interest at heart in the remit that he has in deliv-
ering the results, which have been dismal, not neces-
sarily totally his fault because now he has the Bermu-
da Tourism Authority to share some of that blame. 

The Finance Minister cannot walk away un-
scathed. His problem is huge and we all know that, 
but there is no focus to the degree that we on this side 
believe it should be with diversifying the economy or 
at least attempting to identify viable revenue streams 
that will help to offset direct taxation or indirect taxa-
tion on the citizens of this country and the people do-
ing business in this country and the people travelling 
to this country. That is the bottom line. 

So we cannot support this kind of revenue 
structure to assist in offsetting the challenge that the 
Government has in redeveloping the airport. No one is 
against the redevelopment of the airport. It could be 
done in steps and stages because there are more 
pressing challenges that we have in the country at this 
time than to do a wholesale redevelopment of that 
airport, particularly when there is a huge un-readiness 
and grey area of the process that has been used to 
identify the prospective developer. And the kind of 
concerns that have come to light cannot be denied. 
Anyone anywhere else in the world with the same 
scenario would have fundamental concerns with the 
kind of information and intelligence that was revealed 
as a result of Mr. Jason Hayward and the People’s 
Campaign securing information from Canada’s PATI 
legislation or law. 

So there you have it, Mr. Speaker. I do not 
think I need to say much more. I think everyone has 
got the gist of my point. And I would implore the Minis-
ter of Tourism to keep battling his Minister of Finance 
when these kinds of initiatives are presented and pro-
posed, if you are trying to get the results that this 
country deserves and that you are working hard to 
get, because if you do not, you are going to be a lame 
duck, and the implementation of said policies will be 
totally counterproductive and to the chagrin of this 
country and your role as Minister of Tourism. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 5, MP D. V. Burgess. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this increase in the fees is just 
under 100 per cent. Then you have a new fee that has 
been introduced of $16.00. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know what concerns me is 
that I do not really think any consultation has taken 
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place with the airlines on this fee. In fact, it was men-
tioned earlier, the Premier had a meeting with United 
last year . . . last . . . well, he reported last Friday. I 
can pretty well guarantee that this fee was not even 
mentioned to them. This is substantial. 

Then again, Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is one of 
the most expensive places in the world to travel per 
mile. Why would we want to make it any more expen-
sive? We are trying to get people to come to the coun-
try and the Minister of Tourism says our fees are not 
the attraction whether . . . it is not the attraction for 
tourists, I do not know. But, you know, have we con-
sulted with the hoteliers? Or travel agents? These are 
some of the things that we should be doing before we 
do that, let alone the amount that we want to raise. 

We have not said what the goal is, because 
we want a new airport, as they say. Now, Mr. Speak-
er, nobody comes to Bermuda for the airport—
nobody. Nobody comes to Bermuda and says, Oh, 
what a wonderful airport. Let me sit down here for two 
hours before I go to my hotel. They do not do that. 
Everybody . . . I do not care what airport they go to, 
whatever country they go to, Get me out as soon as 
possible so I can get to my hotel. Right? That is what 
we want them to do, to get to the hotel so we can en-
joy some foreign exchange. That is what we would 
want to do. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it was said before that we 
can build an airport. Eventually you are going to need 
one, no mistake about that. Right? We can do an air-
port over a five-year period. The problem I have with 
the OBA’s new airport is the price tag—$250 million. 
The Bahamas did an airport the other day and I think 
that is to accommodate, I think, five million people. Do 
not take me to task on the figures, but I know it is way 
up there. And their airport was $191 million for that 
airport. We come down here and want to spend 
$250,000—$250 million on an airport. We probably 
only get about . . . we get less than 15 flights a day 
during the peak season, during the peak season. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Grant Gibbons says, 
How much were you going to spend? We were not 
going to spend anything because we just had a plan. 
We just had a plan. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: See, that is the prob-
lem with the politics in Bermuda, that . . . Oh, they 
want to spend $10.00. We’re going to spend $11.00, 
or we’re going to spend $9.00 That is how they base 
their decisions on. You inherited Government. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It was a different 
time. 
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It is like when you . . . 
you have inherited much in your life, Grant— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —and you know— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Honourable Members, let’s not 
be calling . . . 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, but, I understand. 
Yes, Mr. Speaker, yes, my apologies. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But when you inherit 
things there are some things you have to do. Or if you 
do not like what you inherited, give it up— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Give it up if you do not 
like it. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, this . . . this . . . this . . . you 
know nobody is ever going to come to a country for 
the airport—never. And when you want to start com-
paring our costs . . . I think the Minister said we are 
$16.00, the Dominican Republic (I do not think I have 
ever been there) is $75.00. And the Bahamas is this 
and that. Well, Mr. Speaker, they do not have any 
problems with their numbers. We are trying to get 
people here and, you know, I feel for the Minister of 
Tourism. He does not have an easy job. No, he does 
not. We did not either. 

My problem . . . well, especially now that even 
with this new hotel coming. I hope it comes and I hope 
it gets going as quickly as possible. But what I am 
afraid of is the tax concessions that they are going to 
give to this place. And just like they gave Pink Beach 
50 per cent. They told Pink Beach, You’ve only got to 
hire 50 per cent [Bermudian] staff, and the [other] 50 
[per cent] can be non-Bermudians. I do not know what 
they told this new crowd coming down to St. George’s. 
And we welcome them, [there is] no way I want to . . . 
you know, try to chase them, we want them to come 
here.  

I do not know if it is going to be very expen-
sive for these people to come here because, as I said 
earlier, Bermuda is probably the most expensive place 
in the world to travel per mile, and we are going to add 
$20.00 on to it—voom!—one time. One time! [That is 
a] 100 per cent increase. [A] brand new tax of $16.00 
and 300,000 people per year coming to Bermuda, 
roughly about that—well, that would include locals 
leaving, so probably a little more than that, but 
300,000 at $16.00 a person is going to generate $4.8 
million for the new airport. They have a price tag for 
$250 million and it will probably be more because you 
know it was $200 million then over a matter of six 
weeks it went to $250 [million]. Now, we have proba-
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bly got 18 weeks, it may be $300 [million] now, so we 
have got to be careful with that, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the other thing is the occupancy 
levels of our hotels, and you know this quite well, is 
not even 70 per cent a year. Why would we want to 
mess with that by increasing the airfares of people 
coming to Bermuda? Why would we want to mess 
with that, Mr. Speaker? 

As it was said earlier (and I have to repeat it) 
there is the silence from the Tourism Authority. And it 
is worth repeating because they are an independent 
body. So they should make some noise, you know, 
because we have not really seen anything from them 
other than them not going to sponsor the tent at the 
Cup Match this year. And we had some great ambas-
sadors down there in that tent for years—John Har-
vey, Betty-Jean Gilbert, and even my cousin, Maxwell 
Burgess, was in there—that was great. And for us to 
say we are going— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It is all tourism. It is all 
tourism. It is all taxpayers’ money. Right? 

[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yeah, and . . . Okay. 
Okay. 

[Gavel] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am glad. That is 
wonderful. That is wonderful. 

So you do not think it is important that we put 
some taxpayers’ money down there to try to pro-
mote—not only Cup Match—but tourism? When they 
were asked that, it should have been a no-brainer. 
Oh, good Lord. I’m sorry. I forgot. Let me give you 
what you need. Let’s get down there and get that thing 
and let’s make it first. In fact, let’s enhance what the 
hotel employers of Bermuda did. Let’s do that. That is 
what we should be doing. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But I am glad . . . as 
the chirping coming over there says, Spend more 
money. Yeah, but they just . . . they will just go and 
sign something with Bank of Butterfield for $200 mil-
lion, and for the facility at the Bank of Butterfield. They 
will use that facility because they told us the $800 mil-
lion that they borrowed was supposed to be for three 
years, but after a year and a half it is almost gone. So 
they will use it, you know, facility . . . you do not set up 
a facility unless you have to use it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is dangerous. This is 
dangerous for . . . this is not good. It is not good for 
this country. It seems like the only people— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —or the bell fell. 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh, good Lord, I had 
an opportunity to take over but I didn’t know it. 

The Speaker: Carry on, carry on. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Carry on. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, this 
Government, they are more concerned about giving 
tax concessions to their friends and businesses while 
the cost of living to Mr. and Mrs. Smith—the have-
nots—increase. And if you look in the hotel industry, 
one of the lowest paid in the country, they took a 
freeze (they may be still in a freeze) for four years to 
try to help promote the hotels so they can bring peo-
ple into this country. And what does the Government 
do? Turn around and say, Well, we’re going to make it 
more expensive to get people coming in here. It 
makes no sense, Mr. Speaker. 

Yes, I agree, things will increase. But do they 
have to increase by 100 per cent? No. And Mr. 
Speaker, again, with the tax structure that we have, 
we will continue to have these types of conversations 
over and over again, when you want to take up some-
thing. We need to look at the tax structure in this 
country. It is not right because it favours some and 
others are at a disadvantage. 

Mr. Speaker, the recipients of this Bill move, 
let us say, maladministration, that is what I am going 
to call it, of taking these fees up. You know the recipi-
ents understand. It is going to be the workers, be-
cause I fear we will get fewer people coming to this 
country, so now the hotel occupancy rate will go 
down. Right? 

So you are not going to generate the money 
that you want to generate. And the thing is, Mr. 
Speaker, you come here, you want to raise . . . you 
put this thing, a new tax of $16 million, but we do not 
say . . . we do not really know what the plan is for the 
airport. We hear a lot of stuff. We have not seen any 
plans. We have heard it is going to cost $250 million. 
We heard all the skulduggery that went on with the 
contractor and all that type of stuff, it does not even 
smell right. 

We have got to do this thing right, Mr. Speak-
er. And I urge the Government . . . I am not opposed 
to an increase, but a 100 per cent increase is not 
right. You have done the thing . . . you have done it to 
the seniors today already, you are going to take their 
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premiums up by 11 [per cent] and 12 per cent when 
they have not had an increase in four years. 

 
An Hon. Member: Yes. Tell the truth. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And this Government 
needs to start governing for the people of Bermuda, 
the entire population, not just some, but the entire 
population because as you see, based on the statis-
tics, the wage disparity, the income disparity widens 
despite the recession. It is not good. And when the 
have-nots take less, the country becomes less safe. 
And we want our country to be safe. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from [constituency] 17—18. The Member 
from [constituency] 18 has the floor. 
 You do not want to speak then, Honourable 
Member? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I will speak. 
 
[Crosstalk]  
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Member 
from constituency 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and thank you very much— 
 
The Speaker: MP Jamahl Simmons, yes. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: —to my Deputy Leader for 
giving me a few moments to speak. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, there is a very 
good book if you want to have a good feel for tourism. 
It is called Be Our Guest: Perfecting the Art of Cus-
tomer Service, written by a gentleman by the name of 
Theodore Kinni. And he specifically talks about— 
 
The Speaker: You said Kinni? 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes. Theodore Kinni. K-i-n-
n-i. 

And he specifically talks about what Disney 
did to make itself a success. And one of the key things 
that really struck with me from reading this book, they 
went with the concept that everywhere is their compe-
tition . . . everywhere, from that little fair across the 
states to Hawaii—everyone was their competition. 
 I think what we have failed to get collectively 
is that the world is our competition now. It is no longer 

us and no one else. It is no longer us and Hawaii. It is 
no longer us and Jamaica. It is us and the rest of the 
world. Our target audience, whatever we may think it 
is, has choices. They have choices and they are not 
stupid. A wealthy man walks into a car dealership and 
you present a BMW and a hooptie and you try and sell 
a hooptie at BMW prices, they do not stay rich getting 
took. They do not— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Getting took. No, no, my 
Honourable Whip is trying to correct me, but you got 
took if you paid BMW prices for a hooptie. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what I think is important and 
the point I would like to make is that everything we do 
that moves the dial away from us being competitive—
minor price increases make us less competitive, the 
introduction of the lack of creativity in being able to 
find new ways to raise revenue streams and to find a 
way to get this money is now going to have a knock-
on effect on what we need to really be focusing on—
getting tourists to our shores—because they have 
choices. 
 The sad reality is this. I mean, I spent a num-
ber of years working at a firm out at Southampton en-
tertaining journalists. And each of them had a great 
time. They loved it here—fantastic. Each said the 
same thing, You charge how much for what? And 
these are veteran travel writers. And I asked each of 
them, How many of you would come here if you had 
to pay for yourself? Not one. Not one. No value for 
dollar, no experience, and at the end of the day, to the 
uninformed tourist who is looking for a place to go, 
you ask them—Bermuda, Jamaica, Bahamas, Barba-
dos—what is the difference? They all have beaches, 
they all have fun, and if you do not know the differ-
ence in what makes Bermuda special, what are you 
going to look at? The price. You will look at the calibre 
of hotels. You will look at the level of service. 

Tourism is in a national emergency. Make no 
mistake we have a 48-year low in air arrivals—a 48-
year low—in air arrivals. We have hotels that are in 
negotiations to change the way that they lay off staff 
so that they can save money. The lower the occupan-
cy . . . I believe it was 80 per cent before they went 
into lay-offs, now they want to go to 90 per cent. The 
failure of tourism—our collective failure in tourism—is 
affecting jobs and it is affecting our ability to be com-
petitive. Make no mistake; this is not a good move.  

Because when you go onto www.expedia.com 
. . . and I think this is something we need to under-
stand. The world is our competition. That is the point I 
really want us to get. The world is our competition, 
and if we are unable to separate ourselves from the 
market by product, by quality of product, by diversity 
of product, we will be separated by price. That will be 
the deciding factor. 
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So, Mr. Speaker, I am very glad that my hon-
ourable colleague, Glenn Blakeney, raised the issue 
of finding revenue streams because this is something 
that we need to really get on the table. We have to 
start becoming creative. We cannot let lack of imagi-
nation, greed or incompetence affect this pillar of our 
economy. We are in a crisis in tourism. We are in a 
crisis, and things like this [increase] do not help mat-
ters.  

We have to figure out a way to address our 
product. Because one thing I am very glad the Minis-
ter actually raised. I heard some things that I have not 
heard from the BTA or from the Government really 
that there is recognition that there are many things 
wrong with our product, with the overall thing. It is not 
just one or two things. It is not a marketing problem; it 
is a product problem. And unless we get a grip on the 
product and the cost of that product, we cannot con-
tinue to shoot our own selves in the foot. We cannot. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to see us begin 
having a serious discussion. We have a Bermuda 
Tourism Authority that produced the lowest air arrivals 
in 48 years. People should not be getting bonuses. 
People should be getting fired, Mr. Speaker. People 
should be getting fired. And we were told that the BTA 
. . . what was great about that? You could hold people 
accountable. Now, if I went into any business and 
said, I can turn this around in six months with no prob-
lem, and I produced a 48-year low, where would I be? 
Where would I be? And so if this is a professional enti-
ty, we should not be handing out bonuses. We should 
be handing out pink slips and getting the job to some-
one who can do the job, starting at the top. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we have an issue. We have 
an issue. And this is beyond politics. We have an is-
sue. If a maid in Fairmont Southampton is laid off be-
cause air arrivals are down, whether it is a result of 
the increase in air fees, whether it is a result of poor 
marketing, whatever the [reason] is, she is home, not 
getting paid because tourists are not coming here. 
And that is all that matters, keeping the maid em-
ployed, keeping the bartender employed, keeping 
people employed because we are bringing people to 
our shores. 

But we had better wake up, the world is our 
competition. And the world is far swifter than we are. 
We cannot have a tourism website with blatant errors 
and mistakes, pictures that are not even from the Is-
land at one point were up there, issues that other 
countries that we look down on mastered decades 
ago. This is the real world. We can no longer think we 
are another world. We live in the world and the world 
is our competition. And continuing to price ourselves 
without dealing with the product is going to be the 
downfall. We had better wake up. We have got to 
wake up. It is deeper than this one issue. We have a 
problem and we need to put our heads together and 
solve it because it is not getting better. A 48-year low 
in air arrivals and it is not getting better. All right? 

Bringing a hotel, Mr. Speaker, is good. I think 
it is fantastic. I would love to see a hotel in St. 
George’s, a hotel in Morgan’s Point in my constituen-
cy—the one we share, we neighbour each other, Mr. 
Speaker—but if we get all the financing and we build it 
up but we still cannot get people to our shores, then 
what? So let us put our heads together. Let us think 
about this because we have a problem and we have 
to face the problem. We cannot keep acting like it 
does not exist—a 48-year low in air arrivals, Mr. 
Speaker, and people still have their jobs? People are 
getting bonuses? And now we are raising the cost of 
getting here? Does that make business sense? It 
makes no kind of sense. 

Mr. Speaker, let us have a rethink on this. Let 
us think and let us begin having a serious talk about 
what we can do about our product and about getting 
people here. Because things like this . . . I understand 
why it has to be done. I understand intellectually, but it 
is hurting us. It is hurting us where it counts—getting 
people . . . getting backsides in beds. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Simmons. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18, David Burt. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —and thank you for recognising 
me on this motion to give— 
 
The Speaker: It is not a motion. It is— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Sorry, well— 
 
The Speaker: —an amendment regulation. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We are attempting to pass this 
regulation. And this regulation, which is basically to 
award a stream of income to a Canadian company 
which has an untendered contract, which has been 
criticised roundly by not only the Foreign & Common-
wealth Office for the money which they paid, but also 
the Government’s own consultants for a report that to 
date has not been debated. 
 But before I get there, Mr. Speaker, allow me 
to start on something very fundamental, because the 
Minister of Finance is bringing this fee amendment 
today, and the Minister of Finance, as he likes to refer 
to himself, is an “economist.” So I know it is written 
there, you know, studied economics, has a degree in 
economics, and he likes to term himself that. So I am 
going to, with your permission, Mr. Speaker, read for 
the members of the public and also the benefit of you, 
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Mr. Speaker, and the House, this economic concept of 
supply and demand. And I am reading this definition, 
Mr. Speaker, from www.investopedia.com. Do I have 
your permission, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, supply and demand is as fol-
lows: 

“Supply and demand is perhaps one of the 
most fundamental concepts of economics and it is the 
backbone of a market economy. Demand refers to 
how much (quantity) of a product or service is desired 
by buyers. The quantity demanded is the amount of a 
product people are willing to buy at a certain price; the 
relationship between price and quantity demanded is 
known as the demand relationship.”  

It goes on to say, “Supply represents how 
much the market can offer. The quantity supplied re-
fers to the amount of a certain good producers are 
willing to supply when receiving a certain price. The 
correlation between price and how much of a good or 
service is supplied to the market is known as the sup-
ply relationship. Price, therefore, is a reflection of sup-
ply and demand. 

“The relationship between demand and supply 
underlie the forces behind the allocation of resources. 
In market economy theories, demand and supply the-
ory will allocate resources in the most efficient way 
possible.”  

Okay. It then goes on to say, “How? Let us 
take a closer look at the law of demand”— 

 
The Speaker: You are reading the whole dissertation 
are you? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No, no, no, a little bit more, Mr. 
Speaker, but it is important because the next thing 
goes to law of demand. I need to give that introduction 
because this is key—the law of demand, Mr. Speaker, 
goes on to say: 
 “The law of demand states that, if all other 
factors remain equal, the higher the price of a good, 
the less people will demand that good. In other words, 
the higher the price, the lower the quantity demand-
ed.”  
 That is the end, Mr. Speaker, and it is a very 
simple premise of supply and demand. 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like Samuelson to me. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Pardon me? 
 
The Speaker: It sounds like Dr. Samuelson. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay. Well here we go, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 What I will tell you is that it does not seem as 
though the Minister of Finance or the One Bermuda 
Alliance Government understands the relationship 
between supply and demand. It does not seem that 
they get it because we find them continually increas-
ing the cost that it takes to come to Bermuda.  

How does this make sense? How does a 
Government, which has stated that the jobs are not 
going to come from international business, they are 
going to come from tourism, set itself upon a path that 
will cause air arrivals to decrease?  

Unless the Minister of Finance is going to re-
define the laws of economics, and given his history we 
know that he is not capable of doing that. Because 
many times he has pretended to seem like he could 
outwit the laws of economics, [but] they just come 
crashing right back down on him, as we heard earlier 
today when now he is coming back for more money in 
a quicker period than he said he was. Now he is com-
ing back because he said that interest rates were go-
ing to go up and they ended up going down. 

But here we find, again, the Minister of Fi-
nance—the sage economist—who likes to tell me that 
he has been doing economics longer than I have been 
alive— 

 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —does not understand the simple 
relationship between supply and demand. That is 
what we find ourselves here today doing, Mr. Speak-
er, and that is why I just say that this clearly is a Gov-
ernment that is confused and clueless. Clueless of 
their objectives, clueless of the effects [that their] de-
cisions will have upon the people in this country. 

We heard earlier from the Minister of Tourism 
Development and Transport that nobody wants to in-
crease any fee. Okay. Well, if nobody wants to in-
crease any fee, why are you doing it? Why are you 
doing it? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I hear from the Minister of Tour-
ism—a little interpolation there—my ears are pretty 
good, Because we have to.  
 No, Mr. Speaker, it is a choice. It is a choice 
which has been made by the Government of Bermuda 
because it is a choice that they are going to go down 
a sole source road with a Canadian Commercial Cor-
poration and the company Aecon, which we know was 
in it from the beginning, and this stream of revenue in 
addition to the Airport Departure Tax [increase] that 
we had just the previous session or previous sitting 
during the Budget session, is going to go directly to 
Canada. That is what we are doing—taxing our tour-
ists, reducing air arrivals—so we can send the money 
to Canada. And this is the economic plan of the One 
Bermuda Alliance. 
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 How does increasing airfares and spending 
$255 million on a new airport help the Bermuda prod-
uct? The Honourable Minister of Tourism said the 
problem is not the fees, the problem is not the fares; 
the problem is the product. So how does spending 
$255 million on a new airport help our product? Are 
we going to start offering tours of the Bermuda air-
port? Oh, come to Bermuda and see our airport! Are 
we going to put a hotel in the airport so we can start 
sitting around? If you say we have to improve the 
product, if you say that we have to do a better job with 
marketing and invest it, then why do you not choose 
to spend your money somewhere else? Why do you 
not choose to allocate your resources? 
 Mr. Speaker, being in Government is a ques-
tion of choices. It is a question of decisions which are 
made that affect the people of this country. This deci-
sion, without question, will reduce the amount air visi-
tors coming to this country. And for the One Bermuda 
Alliance to bring this here means that they do not un-
derstand, they do not get it, and somehow they are 
clueless as to what the result of this policy will be. 
 So I have to wonder if this Government really 
talk to each other around the Cabinet table. I just 
wonder if there is any type of cohesive thinking going 
on at all because here we have air arrivals at a 48-
year low . . . they have not been this low for 48 years, 
Mr. Speaker—1966! And I can tell you I was not alive 
in 1966, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That was the year England won the 
World Cup. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay, well, you got that one. 
 I think they were led by some people from 
West Ham United, Mr. Speaker, were they not? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, that is right, plenty— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: —plenty of them. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And not Spurs, but we will not go 
there. 
 Mr. Speaker, air arrivals at a 48-year low, 
marketing spending at 30-year lows, we see the 
Premier of the country, the Minister of Tourism and 
Transport, the Director of Airport Operations, the 
Chairman or the Head of the BTA (the executive) 
$485,000 a year, a guaranteed bonus, Bill Hanbury, 
travelling off to United to beg . . . Oh, no, please keep 
your service. And then what do we turn around and 
do? 
 
An Hon. Member: Raise the fees. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Raise the fees, which will raise the 
price, which will make it less likely for people to come 

to this country, which means that they are going to 
have to go begging again. It is like they are starting 
and continuing the cycle, and not realising the cycle 
that they [are continuing with] will contribute to and 
make the situation worse.  
 Again, Mr. Speaker, the law of demand says 
when all other things are equal, if you increase the 
price, you reduce the demand. This measure here will 
reduce the demand to come to Bermuda. This meas-
ure is something that is the antithesis and the com-
plete opposite of what we should be doing in this 
House. We should be finding ways to get people to 
this country, not to have them make a choice to go 
somewhere else.  
 So when you double the fees, because that is 
what you are, because I mean we had an increase in 
Departure Tax that went from $35.00 to $50.00, so 
that was $15.00; and then here we have this fee, 
which is now $16.00 . . . What was the fee before it 
was $16.00?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay. So now we have seen these 
big increases in fees, still going on, you know, multiple 
percentage figures. Yes, 100 per cent. So we have 
seen these doubling and raising of fees all around, 
and then we find ourselves in the position where we 
do not see hotel development moving forward, we see 
hotel occupancy falling as a percentage, and when we 
have less hotel rooms, and we are going to put our-
selves to a place where we are going to have less air 
visitors to stay at those hotels. How are we supposed 
to stimulate hotel development, Mr. Speaker, if we are 
going to have less visitors coming to our shores? How 
does this make sense? 
 This is poor policy, poor economics, poor vi-
sion, poor understanding, and bad policy coming from 
the Government. And do you know what is going to 
happen, Mr. Speaker? They are going to stand in 
lockstep and vote for it. Because somehow, some 
way, the Minister of Finance has convinced them that 
if they build a new airport, tourists will magically ap-
pear . . . somehow. Oh, let’s go look at this new air-
port. To hell with all the rest of the stuff of which you 
have to do. Forget about it! Let us just build a new 
airport. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the policy does not make 
sense. This whole aspect of which we are looking at 
right here gets to the crux of the failure of the One 
Bermuda Alliance to understand economics. We see it 
when it comes to the Government Budget, we have 
seen it where they have cut back on productive in-
vestments, where they have cut back on things that 
earn a return for this country, and we have seen it re-
flected in their falling numbers of people employed, 
falling numbers in payroll tax, falling numbers in cor-
poration tax . . . we see all these things that are falling 
off. Lower numbers of companies incorporated in 
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Bermuda on the register, lower numbers of companies 
paying payroll tax . . . we have seen it, Mr. Speaker. 
That is what it is. 
 So, we see that their policies are not working 
and it seems as though they find it necessary to com-
pound these failed policies with more failed policies, 
which will lead to pain and suffering for the hotel 
workers and the construction workers who want hope. 
Because if we are going to have less air visitors here, 
Mr. Speaker, we are not going to get new hotels—
simple—that is all that is going to happen, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 So back to a statement from the Minister of 
Tourism and Transport, because the question is not 
whether or not we need a new airport, the question, 
Mr. Speaker, is when and how? How is it done? 
 So, Mr. Speaker, back to the fees which we 
are talking about here and, as I said, this is about giv-
ing money to Aecon—that is what it is—it is about 
closing that funding gap. So now we have $12 million 
because of this increase or this fee is now going to 
generate an additional $6 million, and we already had 
the increase in Airport Departure Tax, which is going 
to add another $6 million. So now we hear all of a 
sudden we have raised $12 million extra in an attempt 
to close this funding gap for this new airport. That is 
what we are doing. 
 But here is the thing, Mr. Speaker, why have 
we not heard from the Minister of Finance about what 
is going on with the airport? His last communication to 
Parliament was on May 22nd when he laid a Deloitte 
report and put down a take note motion, which I do 
not believe he has any inkling to debate. What is go-
ing on with the airport? How are we actually here ap-
proving a Bill or approving an Order that will increase 
fees that are going to be earmarked for airport rede-
velopment without hearing anything about what is go-
ing on with the airport redevelopment project? One 
would think that the Minister would come here and 
would say, You know what? This is what’s going on 
with the airport redevelopment, this is where we’re at, 
this is where we are. No! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No, it is just that we tabled this 
[Deloitte] report. This report says that our case has 
not been made. This report says there are a lot of 
gaps. This report says that we have not done our job 
right, but we are still going to press ahead . . . we are 
still going to press ahead with increasing fees in sup-
port of a new airport. 
 So I would hope that when the Minister of Fi-
nance gets a chance to respond he will tell us what is 
going on with the airport. He will tell us what is going 
on with the British, what is going on with the Letter of 
Entrustment, what is going on with Aecon, what is go-
ing on with all the gaps which I have identified, what is 
going on with the fact that his way and method of 

moving forward has been sold as it is not best prac-
tice, increased the risk to the Government of Bermu-
da, increased the risk to the people of Bermuda, and 
should be reviewed. 

We are anxious to hear what he has done 
since his Government has received that report. What 
changes in behaviour and attitude has he addressed? 
Has he decided to go back to the drawing board? Has 
he decided to change his approach? Has he decided 
to fill the gaps? Or is he just going to press on ahead, 
as he said and declared back in November, that we 
are just going to go ahead and do this because it is 
the right thing and we need to make sure that we . . . 
we move this airport project forward? What is going to 
happen with the gaps, Mr. Speaker? What is going to 
happen with all those things that have been identified? 

I think it is shocking that we have not heard 
anything since that point as to what additional steps 
have been made with the airport redevelopment pro-
ject. And to think that Members of the One Bermuda 
Alliance are going to vote for fees for an airport with-
out knowing what is going on does not seem to make 
sense to me, Mr. Speaker.  

But if I may, because the fact is that we know 
that there are a lot of problems with the Government’s 
approach to the airport. If I may, Mr. Speaker, one of 
the things which was said is that (and I quote) “key 
integral steps are not present in the case.”  
 
The Speaker: What are you quoting from? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: This is from the Deloitte report, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yeah, well we cannot discuss the 
Deloitte report because that is— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am not attempting 
to debate the Deloitte report. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes, but we cannot pull from the 
Deloitte report. You can say that maybe you can make 
a reference to the Deloitte report, but because that 
matter is here for us to debate, that is a matter that we 
have to debate. We cannot pull matters out of that 
report. All right? 
 So— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: —because it is on the Order Paper. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, I hear what you are saying. I 
am not in any way, shape, or form attempting to de-
bate the Deloitte report, Mr. Speaker. What I am— 
 
The Speaker: Be mindful that you have to be very 
careful that you tread that way— 
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Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I hear you. But what 
we are debating is a fee for the new airport. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And for us to consider whether or 
not the fee should be valid, we must understand the 
Government’s way forward. We have to understand 
the concepts. Why are we going to approve a fee for a 
new airport here in Parliament today, because it says 
“Airport redevelopment fee,” without even examining 
the problems with the Government’s approach? And 
the fact is that there are reports that say that the eco-
nomic case has not been made, it is not formed. We 
have reports that say that the commercial case is not 
made, that value for money has not been established.  

That there are questions as to whether or not 
the sole source approach will offer value for money. 
All the things that the Minister of Finance has assured 
us will happen. But here we have an independent 
analysis that says that he is wrong. But without any-
thing of telling us how he is going to fix it, we are 
asked to vote for a fee to support a new airport. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes, Minister? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I really think he is going into 
that debate on the Deloitte report. But nowhere—and 
here is where you are misleading the House—
nowhere in that report does it say that the Ministry of 
Finance did wrong. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Honourable Member, you know, remember 
we must stay within the parameters and that report 
really is out of bounds for this. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Min-
ister of Finance is clearly not hearing very well today. I 
did not say the Ministry of Finance was wrong; I said 
that the Minister of Finance was incorrect. Because 
the Minister of Finance got up and again— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 If he wants to start to be stupid, I mean— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Honourable 
Member, let’s not . . . that is not the— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is not parliamentary, 
I understand. 

 
The Speaker: So please, please, take that back. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I understand. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: But . . . but . . . you know, 
there is nowhere in that report that says that the Min-
ister is wrong either. I mean, I was just trying to be 
diplomatic, but if he wants to get into the ego, yes— 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Nowhere in there says 
that the Minister is wrong. He needs to withdraw that 
statement because he is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Honourable Member, I am asking you— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It is in the report. 
 
The Speaker: I do not . . . you are not going to refer 
to the report because that is not allowed. It is not al-
lowed to be done. 
 So, what we want to do, Honourable Member 
. . . Honourable Member, you may continue and stay 
within the appropriate parameters. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will stay within the 
appropriate parameters, but I find it incredible that the 
Minister of Finance wants to talk about what is in the 
report or not at the same point in time that he does not 
want me to speak about what is inside the report. So I 
just think that is amazing. 
 However, Mr. Speaker, I will say this, the Min-
ister of Finance went down to the Cabinet Office and 
said, We will ensure value for money. And the report 
says that value for money under the current contract 
cannot be assured. That is what it says. 
 So that is the argument why I am saying— 
 
The Speaker: Okay. And, Honourable Member, good 
enough. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Got you. 
 
The Speaker: I take that— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: That’s why I am saying the Minis-
ter is wrong. 
 
The Speaker: But no more reference to the report. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No problem. No problem. 
 
The Speaker: No more reference— 
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Mr. E. David Burt: That is why I am saying, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: No more reference to the report. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —that the Minister is wrong. 
 So how are we here today, not understanding 
the way forward with the airport project, not under-
standing what approaches might be made by the 
Government to ensure that the people of this country 
get the best value for money and the best deal, but we 
are still going to vote to give the Canadians more 
money?  

It does not make sense to me, Mr. Speaker, 
and it cannot be right. There cannot be anything about 
. . . there cannot be anything about this that is correct. 
Because when we are talking about the financial 
management of this country, the financial manage-
ment of the airport, and the financial management of 
the Government purse, the Government and the Min-
ister of Finance, as proven earlier today, it is coming 
up short. And once again we find ourselves here, in 
my opinion, Mr. Speaker, putting the cart before the 
horse. 
 This Government should make clear their 
plans for the airport. This Government should make 
clear that all the ducks are in a row and then they 
should come and ask for money for an airport. That is 
when a fee should come for airport redevelopment, 
not before, not when you have things out there that 
say that there are problems with your approach. That 
is the key, Mr. Speaker, we have heard nothing from 
the Government since May 22nd on that issue. 
 Now, some people may consider that ac-
ceptable. Maybe the One Bermuda Alliance considers 
it acceptable, but I do not think the people of this 
country consider that acceptable because the people 
of this country want to know why we are going to 
damage our airport—sorry, damage our tourism prod-
uct by increasing prices. What is that money going to 
go toward?  

I sincerely hope that the Minister will speak on 
that particular issue. And I also hope that when he 
does speak, he will also give an update with the dis-
cussions between the Bermuda Government and the 
United Kingdom Government regarding the Letter of 
Entrustment because, Mr. Speaker, we have received 
the communication from the Foreign & Common-
wealth Office that says there are discussions still on-
going. And with your permission, Mr. Speaker, I will be 
happy to read that into the record. 
 
The Speaker: Um . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, because there was a letter re-
ceived from Joanna Budding in Foreign & Common-
wealth Office, and the communication was as follows, 
when asked about the Letter of Entrustment for the 
Bermuda Airport Redevelopment, and the communi-
cation from the United Kingdom was as follows: 
 “As I said during our meeting, the UK Gov-
ernment is keen to ensure that Bermuda Airport De-
velopment represents value for money. We have con-
sidered the options extremely carefully and have pre-
sented those options to Ministers who will decide the 
way forward. I expect this decision will be made short-
ly. I am unable to provide any further information while 
Ministers are considering policy advice, but can as-
sure that we will act transparently in making the final 
decision known as to when the previous Entrustment 
was issued.” 
 So, as I said, Mr. Speaker, what we are doing 
today is putting the cart before the horse. We are be-
ing asked . . . asked to approve a fee. For what? We 
do not know what the Government is going to do. We 
do not even know if this airport development is going 
to move forward. But yet, we are going to increase 
prices for tickets to Bermuda when we desperately 
need tourists, of which the law of economics states 
will result in less people coming to this country—fewer 
people coming to this country. It is a shame, it is a 
tragedy, it is a disgrace, and this Government should 
take a step back, think a little bit about what you are 
doing, possibly get their ducks in a row and then come 
back another time with a fee when we have an actual 
plan set out for the airport which outlines all the fund-
ing and how it will be accomplished. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, just before I rec-
ognise you, we just want to take the opportunity to 
recognise in the Gallery former Senator, Neville Tyr-
rell. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Consideration of the Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) 
Amendment (No. 2) Regulations debate, continuing] 
 
The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good afternoon. 
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The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I look at my 
Deputy Leader and I note that he has really enjoyed 
today because nothing gets my Deputy Leader’s juic-
es flowing more than the opportunity to put pre-Cup 
Match licks on the Minister of Finance. It first started 
with his $200 million credit facility this morning, and 
now we have proceeded to take yet another bite at the 
cherry regarding this airport development. 
 Now, I must say, Mr. Speaker, that prior to— 
 
The Speaker: This is actually the Airport Terminal 
(Fees) Amendment. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, the Airport Terminal 
(Fees) Amendment. But again, as I explained when 
this debate commenced, I had another look at the 
regulations and I listened to the brief by the Minister. 
The Minister’s brief spoke of an airport security fee, 
and then the Minister spoke of international bodies 
within the sector of International Air Transport that had 
seemingly mandated the Bermuda Government to 
increase these fees.  

So for a while as I was listening, I actually 
turned to my Shadow Minister of Transport, Lawrence 
Scott, and said, Hey, this isn’t what we thought it was. 
This is merely housekeeping because we have been 
mandated or directed by ICAO or the FAA or the CAA 
in the UK to increase or get new equipment for securi-
ty screening, and as a result that cost would have to 
then be borne by someone. And we figured that it 
would be borne by the passenger; hence, our princi-
pled argument of this being a decision in the first in-
stance that has a negative effect on tourism growth or 
intended . . . stated tourism strategy. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, then I kept thinking about it 
and I kept listening to the Minister and I said, Some-
thing is wrong here, because then the Minister made 
mention of the need to raise airport improvement fi-
nance. And I said to myself, Surely ICAO (the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation) or the CAA or the 
FAA, surely they would not mandate or interfere with a 
jurisdiction’s ability to raise funds for capital projects 
or infrastructure improvements. In fact, that has . . . 
one thing has nothing to do with the other.  

So I asked myself, Where does this idea of 
Airport Improvement finance come from? The Minister 
gave the perception to the public that this is all tied 
into international obligations. Well, come to find out on 
deeper thought and reflection, Mr. Speaker, it certainly 
has something to do with international obligations, but 
not international obligations that include the welfare 
and benefit of this country, Mr. Speaker. That is what 
it is. 
 So I turned and said, Well, you know, on sec-
ond thought this is not about aviation security, that is 
just in name, the code word for a tax on passengers. It 

has nothing to do with security. In fact, I would say 
that this Bill as presented deliberately misled this 
House and deliberately misled the people of this coun-
try. Because if you read it for face value, it looks like it 
is about airport security. But that is why we have tak-
en the extraordinary effort on our side to actually dig a 
little deeper through various speakers and presenters 
on the Opposition benches because we felt that 
something was untoward, something had to be un-
covered. And listening to the presentation of my 
Deputy Leader, I think he made it clear what has been 
uncovered. 
 Mr. Speaker, the question is why?  

Why?  
Because this Bill shows (1) because it was 

mentioned earlier, some people would think that it ap-
pears as if the Government is clueless. I would go as 
far as saying that not only when it comes to aviation 
are they clueless, but they are incompetent and arro-
gant about it, Mr. Speaker. They are clueless or they 
are arrogant for proceeding with this legislation when 
we still have not debated the Deloitte report. That is 
arrogance, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, they are ignorant because they 
have no clue what they are doing when it comes to 
international transport. I know they do not want to 
hear it, but the political expertise for international 
transport resides in the PLP. Okay? Past and present. 
Okay?  

We do not have a record of losing a mainline 
international carrier. We have a record of attracting 
carriers to this country, Mr. Speaker. And not only do 
we have a record, we just do not have to rely on tech-
nical officers, Mr. Speaker, we can speak to any CEO 
of any international airline in their language, Mr. 
Speaker, and attract them to this country. Why? Be-
cause we know what we are talking about, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Make no mistake about that. 
But yet they are ignorant when it comes to anything in 
international transport.  

Dr. Gibbons you can interpolate all you like, 
okay? But, trust me, you . . . that side cannot walk in 
our side’s shoes when it comes to air transport, just 
accept that. Just accept that. The same we do not 
argue or debate about banking and other activities— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I said banking; I did not say 
Keynesian economics and quasi-economics and stuff 
like that. I did not say that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel]  
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean:  Now, Mr. Speaker, not only 
are they arrogant for proceeding but ignorant because 
they do not know what they are doing. And you know 
what that equates to? Incompetency.  

Incompetency.  
So the question has to be asked, why? Why 

for the umpteenth time, [would] the OBA would take 
this backdoor approach? Why does the OBA make 
right look wrong, wrong look right; up look down and 
down look up? Why is it that they cannot just be hon-
est straight shooters, honest brokers with the people 
of this country?  

Why do you have to give a brief talking about 
it is some aviation security equipment, when really this 
is just fattening the calf of a private sector or narrow 
interest international obligation that has no reflection 
on the responsibilities of this country? None. It is all 
self-interest. 

I am going to ask the question again. Why will 
we not debate the Deloitte report, Mr. Speaker? They 
complained that we have things on the Order Paper 
that we hold over and carry over. But if the airport—
the largest capital project in our history—is that im-
portant . . . and then you speak of an independent 
report, an independent analysis, and then you receive 
it . . . This is in collaboration with the United Kingdom 
Government, Mr. Speaker, and now you bring it and 
you table it and you do not want to touch it?  

Why? Are you expecting the people of this 
country to be lazy and not read the report? Maybe 
they will be lazy; but we are not lazy, Mr. Speaker. We 
read the report as soon as we got it. And do you know 
what we realised, Mr. Speaker? That this airport deal 
is merely a figment of the OBA’s imagination. It is a 
non-starter, Mr. Speaker. That is why the Minister will 
not debate that report, yet he will come up here and 
play some Mickey Mouse business with the people of 
this country. Mickey Mouse business, like we are in 
Disneyworld. Like we are that daft and stupid and I 
have to . . . I would say how dare you! But now I am 
across that bridge. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, I am. I am not appealing 
to any conscience anymore. But the people have to 
understand, it is just what this Government is about. 

So I ask why. Why? Why is there this singular 
focus that emanates from this Government regardless 
of the amount of negative feedback, in spite of a little 
bit of public consultation, why does this Government 
always try to ram things down the people of this coun-
try’s throat? And do it deceptively? What is it with this 
Government?  

Well, I will tell you what, this behaviour that 
we are seeing right now as in regards to increasing 
fees to fatten this potential deal that serves narrow 
self-interest, Mr. Speaker, . . . I was going to go there 

but I will hold it back. I would say, Mr. Speaker, that 
that is a pattern of behaviour that we have seen on 
numerous occasions in this House in the last two and 
a half years. It appears to be shady. Something 
seems to be sticky.  

We have watched this movie over and over 
again, Mr. Speaker. I said that the issue with this 
Government is not one of individuals, the issue facing 
this Government in terms of arrogance and ignorance 
is systemic, regardless of [whether] the media and the 
judiciary and all other institutions do not want to hold 
them to account. The issue . . . the cancer that they 
have is systemic. And I could tell you, Mr. Speaker, I 
could tell you this, that this airport project has all the 
hallmarks, all the fingerprints of the same behaviour 
we saw in regards to gaming, in regards to the water-
front—Jetgate, and Waterfront-gate. It is the same 
pattern of behaviour. 

You know what? It is not unique to the OBA. 
You will find that most governments around the world 
study those types of shenanigans. They study it. And 
so I am going to warn this Government again because 
we warned you about Jetgate, it took a year to come 
to light. We warned you about the Waterfront, time 
and time and time again up in this House. We warned 
you that the Waterfront would be your undoing. Well, 
let me warn you one more time, just for the record, 
this airport is going to be a non-starter. It is a non-
starter.  

The Deloitte report says it is a non-starter. 
You can go and try to kill time and try to plug those 
gaps—and there is a gap on every page in that report. 

 
An Hon. Member: Every page. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Plug those gaps and they will 
come back and try to go to the British and say, We 
plugged those gaps. The British are going to say, You 
do know that the cart cannot go before the horse. You 
do know that, right? It is a non-starter, but you are 
arrogant enough to proceed. 
 Again it goes back to that question as to why. 
Why would you go against norms and conventions 
and best practices? Why would you do all those 
things? Why would you get on a private jet of a devel-
oper? Why would you make a contract null and void? 
Why? Where is that irrational behaviour coming from?  

Well, if you look closely to see what is hang-
ing from the string, it is that same shadiness, it is that 
same stickiness, fuzziness behaviour that will not 
benefit this country and not benefit the people of this 
country, Mr. Speaker. 
 I can see the Minister with his crystal ball 
coming back to us and raising debt and getting more 
debt because, like I said, they are clueless. In fact, let 
me tell you something about yourselves. After looking 
and asking questions this morning about that credit 
facility, I am going to tell you to your face, you are a 
bunch of overrated politicians. You are overrated. You 
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must look in the mirror and really think highly of your-
self, but you are overrated. You are overrated like the 
English football team before every World Cup Tour-
nament. The UK media pumps them up as if they are 
going to win and they are always a disappointment. 
 
An Hon. Member: Always. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay?  

You know, you are overrated when it comes 
to economic policies. You are overrated. How could 
you be so business oriented, how could you be so 
desirous to bring growth, but then you put in policies 
that are the antithesis of growth if you are so business 
minded?  

Why does the business community not come 
out and say, Hey, you guys are overrated, you know? 
I mean it took my Deputy to explain basic In-
vestopedia definitions of supply and demand to un-
derstand that by doing this to fatten the calf you are 
creating long-term negative effects on our most im-
portant industry when . . . in terms of how it impacts 
the average person . . . tourism? And you do not un-
derstand supply and demand? If you do understand it 
and you are still proceeding with this, again, that is 
ignorance and incompetence. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Sorry, not ignorance, arro-
gance and incompetence. You cannot push aside 
principle for expediency and expect something posi-
tive over the long term to come from it. At what point 
are you all going to gear down and say that the path 
that you are on, no matter what you think of your-
selves, is a path that is taking this country to destruc-
tion? Do you really think the people have regard for 
you at this point? 
 Again, if you think so, that is another matter of 
delusion. The people are tired of you and your behav-
iour . . . your arrogance. And they see you trying to 
push this down our throats and you are expecting it to 
just slide through with no accountability. You know 
you have got all these institutions that sit silent and 
watch it play out, but guess what? Even their people 
are getting tired of it. Okay? Even their people are sick 
and tired of it. In fact, half their caucus are sick and 
tired of it, even though they are silent, they are sick 
and tired. 
 That is why this debate has taken three hours. 
One little simple piece of regulation. Well, one sheet 
of paper, but how simple is it when it speaks to the 
whole, the very essence, the very spirit of the way the 
One Bermuda Alliance governs. One page describes 
your arrogance, your incompetence and your igno-
rance. And you think you are going to get away with it 
for some reason. Well, you are not. You are not. One 
way or the other you will be stopped.  

 So I leave you with this, Mr. Speaker. I will tell 
you why we are proceeding with this. Just like Jetgate, 
just like the Waterfront, at the end of that aluminium 
path, or road, there is a cookie jar, Mr. Speaker. The 
“cookie jar syndrome” is the cancer of politics, Mr. 
Speaker. That is the overriding reason why politicians 
make irrational decisions and break rules and laws 
and do not communicate, and censor the media, and 
try to manipulate the people, because ultimately it 
comes down to narrow self-interest. Someone is look-
ing to benefit for themselves before they benefit the 
country. That, Mr. Speaker, is called “cookie jar poli-
tics.” That, Mr. Speaker, is a concept of politics I have 
no tolerance for, whether it is on this side or that side 
of the House. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is a travesty—these regula-
tions—and I am glad that my team took the time to 
expose the One Bermuda Alliance for just who you 
are, even though we did not have to do it because a 
man is known by his deeds. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member who 
would care to speak? 
 Then I will call on the Minister to conclude. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I coined a phrase last 
meeting where I said, after the Honourable Member 
who just took his seat spoke, that his utterances were 
“jejune babblement,” signifying absolutely nothing. We 
have had a reprise of that particular performance this 
afternoon. 
 The Honourable Member seems to be an ex-
pert at what I call “schoolyard politics,” where he 
thinks that by yelling and screaming, jumping up and 
down, waving his finger and his arms about the place 
that he can intimidate somebody. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Now Mr. Speaker, I went 
to Central School which was the toughest schoolyard 
there was, so you know, all of this stuff— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Come on, come on, Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: All of this stuff does not 
faze me at all. It does not faze me at all. You know, 
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the Honourable Member said that this Government is 
overrated, but I can tell you that his comments are 
impossible to be underrated— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —cannot be underrated 
in that performance that he has given. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, you know, the 
Minister should be allowed to respond and I think that 
everybody listened to previous comments, so let us let 
the Minister respond so we can hear clearly. 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Now, let us get to more 
substantive matters, shall we?  
 There has been a theme from the Opposition 
that somehow these regulations that are being pro-
posed here contain some sort of hidden agenda that 
has something to do with the airport. Well, Mr. Speak-
er, in my brief, which I read out pretty much verbatim 
that is in front of me, on page 2 it says:  
 “Mr. Speaker, the Honourable House will be 
aware of the need to redevelop the airport facility and 
the Government remains committed to bringing about 
a solution that will enable us to realise that objective.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, does that sound hidden to 
you? I do not think so. It is explicit what this is for. 
There is no hidden agenda. There is nobody hiding 
anything—that is what it is for. I said so; the Minister 
of Tourism said so. That is what it is for. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, there is no such thing 
as a free lunch. There is no such thing as a free air-
port. This Government never promised that we would 
build an airport for free. As a matter of fact, we said it 
would cost, you know, in the region of $250 million. 
That has to be paid for by somebody. In this case it is 
going to be paid for by the users over time. 
 So let there be no mistake. No hidden agen-
da. It is all out front. We said what this is for. Yes, 
there is also a fee called an Aviation Security Fee, but 
that is clearly stated as well. We have explicitly stated 
what this is for. 
 All the other bombast you have heard from 
the other side is just to try to [impute] improper mo-
tives . . . just . . . that is all it is. It is not right. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Bombast. The most bom-
bastic things I have ever heard in my life were this 
afternoon. You talk about accusing us of being arro-
gant, well, if you want arrogant—you just saw what 
you just saw. I would put it behind it—Q-E-D. 
  
An Hon. Member: Arrogance. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Arrogance.  

 And there was some question about that, from 
the Shadow Minister of Transport [who] raised a ques-
tion about investor and investors that somehow there 
is just one investor. I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, 
and the people of Bermuda that once this is financed 
there will be plenty of investors. And one of the rea-
sons that I know that is because of what we are doing 
here today. We are making this project an investible 
project. That is the key thing. You have to have a fi-
nancial model and you make it an investible project. If 
you do not make it an investible project, nobody will 
invest in it and it will not get built. It is as simple as 
that. 
 But, of course, that is not the way the Hon-
ourable Members like to do things. They like to do 
things and then try to figure out how to pay for it after, 
and that is their modus operandi. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And somebody said, you 
know, Why don’t we just pay for this? I heard one of 
the Honourable Members, the Honourable Member 
Scott, say, Why don’t we just pay for this? Well, yeah, 
I mean, again, that is their modus operandi—Why 
don’t we just pay for this? Why doesn’t the Govern-
ment just pay for everything?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And their arguments con-
tradicted each other, Mr. Speaker. One Member was 
talking about the poor airlines, you know, we are lum-
bering the airlines with these extra costs and how bad 
it is for them.  

And then another Member gets up and says, 
Well, you know they can pass it on to the consumer, 
so the airlines aren’t affected, it is the poor Bermudi-
ans. Well, I mean, who is it, the poor airlines, or the 
poor Bermudians, or the poor travellers? Well, it is 
pretty clear that these kinds of fees get passed on to 
the traveller. That is standard operating procedure. 
And, you know, I cannot feel sorry for the airlines be-
cause if you follow airline stocks, you know, the big 
ones—American, Delta, Southwest—all that are listed 
on exchanges, you will know that they are enjoying 
record profits . . . record profits. Why? Because of low 
fuel costs.  

And we had one of their Members talking all 
this stuff about . . . and you know he is a pilot, so he 
can talk about all the technical stuff about fuel, but I 
know about fuel prices. All right? I know about fuel 
prices and fuel prices are very low, airlines are enjoy-
ing record profits, so we really cannot feel sorry for 
airlines. But because, you know, the routes that are 
coming from here to the States and anywhere else, 
they are all pretty profitable routes for the airlines.  
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 Now, we had minimum revenue guarantees in 
place for Miami and I am told by my financial secre-
tary that that is likely to be discontinued soon because 
that route is profitable now. We only have two MRGs 
and they are both to Canada. So, you know, when the 
Honourable Minister went to talk to United the other 
day, one of the Members said, Well, you know, they 
are going to . . . that somehow there was an MRG 
involved with United. There is no MRG involved with 
United so there is not— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, the Chair recognises the Member 
from [constituency] 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He is misleading the 
House, Mr. Speaker. No one on this side said any-
thing about United having an MRG. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The implication was . . . 
he linked MRGs with the Minister’s visit to Chicago for 
United. I heard that! All right? 
 
The Speaker: I think we have heard . . . I heard your 
point, Honourable Member, so. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Of course, going forward, 
Mr. Speaker, going forward in the next little while, 
maybe a year or so, you know, now that the US 
seems to have got the deal with Iran, and Iran is going 
to be more into the market selling oil, the likelihood of 
some sort of return of oil prices to sky high rates 
which were hampering airlines from making money, 
that likelihood has diminished considerably with things 
going on in the Middle East. But you can never . . . of 
course, you can never bank on anything to do with the 
Middle East, but that is what looks likely. 
 Now, I found it to be somewhat amusing, Mr. 
Speaker, for the Honourable Member who speaks for 
Finance on that side to be giving us economic les-
sons. And you even said it sounds like Paul Samuel-
son. But you know what, Mr. Speaker? You needed to 
be more specific because that sounded like the first 
chapter of Paul Samuelson. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is what it sounded 
like to me—the first chapter!  

The Honourable Member did not seem to read 
the other chapters of that book. All right? It was a big 

fat book, because I remember, a very big fat book. But 
he did not seem to read the other parts of Paul Samu-
elson because if he had, he may have come across 
the phrase ceteris paribus, which means “all other 
things being equal.”  

He said all other things being equal. But Mr. 
Speaker, in real life, all other things are never equal. 
But that is one of the problems with economic theory 
is that, you know, they make all other things equal and 
they drill down on this one thing. But in real life all 
other things are never equal. So his analysis lacked 
any kind of veracity because, you know, he suckered 
in on that “all other things being equal” part. All right? 
 I guess the next chapter in Samuelson after 
that dealt with something called the “elasticity of de-
mand,” Mr. Speaker. You know there is no sense try-
ing to explain to people about supply and demand 
when you do not talk about the elasticity. And what 
that means is a very simple thing. Okay? How does 
the price of something react to changes in supply and 
demand?  

I could tell you something, some things are 
very price inelastic. Everybody knows this. If you go 
down to take your prescription drugs and it costs 
$50.00, and they up that price to $55.00, are you not 
going to buy it because it costs another $5.00, or an-
other $10.00, or another $20.00? Are you not going to 
buy it? No, you are still going to buy it. That is what is 
called price inelasticity. Some things, on the other 
hand, are highly price elastic. You change the price 
$0.50 and people will not buy it. Okay? 

Now, with airline tickets, it is not price elastic. 
It is not! Because if they were nobody would fly here 
. . . nobody would fly here. You know, unfortunately, 
for my sins I travel to London on British Airways very 
frequently for the Government. And that is the most 
expensive flight on earth mile for mile—the most ex-
pensive flight on earth. And every time I get on that 
big 777, business class is full to the gills. First class is 
full to the gills—these are tickets that cost thousands 
of dollars—full to the gills because the price is inelas-
tic, that is why. Okay? 

So the nonsense we hear that because we 
have upped . . . we are going to be responsible for 
increasing a ticket by $20.00 is going to collapse the 
industries in Bermuda, tourist industries in particular, 
is utter, utter nonsense. I mean, a cheap ticket to 
Bermuda from New York costs $300.00. After this it is 
going to cost $320.00. You are going to tell me that 
people are not going to come here because of 
$20.00? An expensive ticket to . . . that is 6.6 per cent. 
An expensive ticket from New York costs $500.00. 
After this it will be $520.00—a 4 per cent increase.  

You mean to tell me that people are not going 
to come because of $20.00? Then that is nonsense, 
Mr. Speaker, particularly because when they come to 
Bermuda [and] they stay at the Hamilton Princess, 
they are going to be spending $800.00 a day. Now 
anybody who will spend $800.00 a day in the Hamil-
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ton Princess is not going to be too perturbed about 
$20.00 extra on their ticket. This is sheer tomfoolery! 
You talk about Mickey Mouse and Disney? This is 
Mickey Mouse economics, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am telling you. We have 
heard all kinds of nonsense this afternoon. 
 There has also been an assertion that this 
money will go to Aecon, a private enterprise. This is 
not true. This money is being put in an escrow ac-
count for the construction of the airport of Bermuda. 
Bermudians and the visitors to Bermuda will benefit 
from the new airport and that is what this money is 
going for. So, you know, let us not mislead the public 
on this. 
 Now, I am not going to go on for a whole lot 
longer but I just have one or two points because I 
think I have exposed all of what we have heard as 
sheer nonsense so far.  

The Honourable Member wants me to debate 
something that I have laid [on the table]. But you know 
what, Mr. Speaker? I laid it and, therefore, I will take it 
up when I want to. Okay? [It is] as simple as that. But 
the notion somehow that we have been criticised by 
the Foreign & Commonwealth Office is, again, sheer 
nonsense. We have not been criticised by the Foreign 
& Commonwealth Office.  

We are working on getting matters in train to 
move this project forward. That is what we are doing. 
And we will see in a very short period of time the fruits 
of the labours of this Government in coming to one 
accord with the United Kingdom Government on this 
issue. We will soon see the fruits of that. But to stand 
up here and say that we have been criticised by the 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office for this, it is just not 
true. Because, you know, they would not do that.  

The Honourable Member read a communica-
tion from an officer in the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office responsible for Bermuda and it was written in 
classic civil service speak . . . classic civil service 
speak. There was no criticism there. So this criticism 
is a figment of their imagination . . . a figment of their 
imagination. It is all part of a campaign to [impute] im-
proper motives to anything this Government does. 
 You know, the Honourable Leader of the Op-
position talked about, you know, we make right wrong 
and we make up down—that is not quite right. If we go 
up, they say it is down. If we go left, they say it is right. 
You know, if we go right, they say it is wrong. You 
know, Mr. Speaker, if we were to do something wrong, 
they would say it is right. 
[Laughter] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So this is all, you know, 
schoolyard, bully politics. And I will end by saying this 

again, Mr. Speaker, I went to Central School, a school 
of 1,200 students from the most economically de-
pressed area of Bermuda. I went to that school for five 
years. I know what tough schoolyard politics is about. 
I know what it is about. I learned it at an early age. 
And we are not affected in any way. We will not be 
deterred in any way. We will not be deflected in any 
way from our programme and determination to do 
what is best for the people of Bermuda. 
 And with that, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
move that the Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amend-
ment (No.2) Regulations 2015 be approved. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 It has been moved that the regulations be ap-
proved. 
 Those in favour, say Aye. 
 
AYES. 
 
The Speaker: Those against, say Nay. 
 
NOES. 
 
The Speaker: The Ayes have it. 

It looks like we are going to have names. 
 
[Pause for the ringing of the bell] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. Can 
we have order please? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Clerk: 

DIVISION 
[Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) 

Regulations 2015] 
 
Ayes: 18 Nays: 14 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden Hon. Marc A. R. Bean 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell Mr. Walton Brown 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr. 
Dr. the Hon. E. G. Gibbons Mr. E. David Burt 
Hon. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin Mr. Rolfe Commissiong 
Mrs. S. Roberts-Holshouser Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz Hon. Wayne L. Furbert 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge Hon. Dennis P. Lister 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill Mr. Walter H. Roban 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards  Mr. W. Lawrence Scott 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr. Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons 
Ms. Leah K. Scott Mr. Michael A. Weeks 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons 
Mr. Glen Smith 
Mr. Jeff Sousa 
 

Absent: 3 
Mr. Kenneth Bascome 
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Hon. Michael J. Scott 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson 

 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: All right. So the vote is affirmed, 18 to 
14, which means that the Bermuda Air Terminal 
(Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015 are 
passed and a message—Honourable Member, you 
must ask that a message be sent to the Governor. 
Would you please? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 I move that a message be sent to His Excel-
lency the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Any objections to that? 
 Then a message will be sent to the Governor. 
 Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 
[By majority on division: The Bermuda Air Terminal 
(Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015 was 
considered by the whole House and approved.] 
 
The Speaker: We now move to Order No. 6 in the 
name of the Minister of Tourism and Transport. 
 So the Chair will now recognise the Honoura-
ble and Learned Minister Shawn Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 

DRAFT ORDER 
 

CIVIL AIRPORTS (AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE) 
ORDER 2015 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
consideration be given to the Draft Order entitled the 
Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015, 
proposed to be made by the Minister responsible for 
Airport Transport facilities under the provisions of sec-
tion 1(2) of the Civil Airports Act 1949. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 So, Minister, would you please carry on. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the purpose 
of the Order before the House today is to repeal the 
Schedule to the Civil Airports Act 1949, which outlines 
the boundaries of the L. F. Wade International Airport, 
and replace it with a new Schedule. 
 Mr. Speaker, the new Schedule will exclude 
the area of land known as “The Finger” from the prop-
erty that delineates the Bermuda Airport and re-
designates “The Finger” as public land as defined in 
the Public Lands Act 1984 for which the Minister of 
Public Works has responsibility. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Economic Devel-
opment is leading an initiative to promote the distribu-

tion of electric power generation throughout the Is-
land, particularly in the form of renewable energy 
sources. It is vitally important that all available land 
that has the potential for the development of renewa-
ble energy projects to remain in the exclusive control 
of the Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Finger has been identified as 
the only available land with sufficient magnitude and 
zoning that could accommodate a large scale renew-
able energy project such as a utility scale solar photo-
voltaic facility that could generate approximately 
25 per cent of the Island’s peak electricity demands. 
In addition, there are no other significant develop-
ments that could be considered on this parcel of land 
due to the airport’s operational restrictions. 
 Mr. Speaker, with those brief remarks I will 
listen to colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Are there any other Honourable Members 
who care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise first the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24, the Shadow Minister of 
Transport, MP Lawrence Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Unfortunately, I do not have an elaborate in-
troduction like I normally do, but in looking at this, 
what raises . . . and once again I will declare my inter-
est. I do work down at the airport with an airline that 
services Bermuda, so I am quite familiar with the Fin-
ger.  
 Although I personally do not have an issue 
with the renewable energy part of this Bill, or this Or-
der, it does raise a lot of questions, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause although the Finger may not be 
(quote/unquote) “inhabited,” it may not have any build-
ings that are used on a daily basis, it does play a very 
important part to the running or the daily operation of 
the airport. And with these being taken out of commis-
sion or no longer being part of the airport, I do have a 
few questions that, hopefully, the Minister will be able 
to answer or at least a few thin concerns. 
 Like right now a lot of the hazardous material 
that we would use or have around the Island—
ammunition, explosives, stuff of that nature—already 
is being stored down on the Finger right now. So if 
you are going to put a lot of high-powered electrical 
stuff or you are going to have a lot of electricity run-
ning through that area, where are you going to move 
these hazardous materials? 
 Now, also, what happens is that when you 
have part of the emergency response plan of the air-
port . . . let us say, for example, you have a flight that 
is diverted due to smoke in the cockpit or something 
of that nature, a landing gear that has failed to deploy 
properly or engine failure, engine fire, fuel leak . . . 
things like this which do happen and they do happen 



Official Hansard Report 17 July 2015 2801 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

more often than most people are aware of, the proce-
dure that the Department of Airport Operations has is 
that the airplane will land . . . if it lands safely, let us 
say it does land safely, it will taxi off the runway and 
onto the Finger to be assessed by the Crash Fire 
Rescue Team prior to being released and going down 
to Apron 1, which is where the Airport Terminal is.  
 So now if you have all these solar panels and 
all this renewable energy on the Finger and it is no 
longer part of the Airport premises, where are you go-
ing to put that airplane that is . . . let us say, leaking 
fuel or has an engine fire? You cannot put it on 
Apron 1 because you have the fuel farm that has fuel 
that runs underneath the Apron there. You cannot put 
it on Apron 2, which is where the BAS-Serco where 
the mail facility and everything is there because it is 
right next to the road. You cannot put it on Apron 3 
because you have got the NATO hangar there. You 
cannot put it on Apron 4 because, once again, that is 
right next to the road and that is where the private jet 
facility is now. And Apron 4, for those who are not 
aware, is right across the street from where MacDon-
ald’s used to be. So now the Finger is the most logical 
option in that case. 
 But now, once again, Mr. Speaker, we have a 
high volume of military aircraft that come in. They are 
coming in from Iraq, they are coming in from all over 
the world for what is called a “tax stop” or a fuel stop, 
and they too have explosives on board. They too have 
ammunition; they have hazardous materials that they 
are carrying. And for the reasons that I outlined earli-
er, you cannot put them on Apron 1 because it is a 
passenger terminal. Apron 2 is too close to the road. 
Apron 3 the NATO hangar. Apron 4 you have the pri-
vate jets. So the Finger is really the only place. 
 Now, maybe the Minister has identified 
somewhere to put them or an alternate procedure that 
can be put in place, but if he could elaborate and 
come back to us and let us know what that is, that 
would be most appreciated. 
 Now, also, the thing is that another one that 
happens even more than the maintenance, even more 
than the military flights, and even more than the diver-
sions is when you have a maintenance delay. Let us 
say we have had a bird strike on arrival, or you have 
aa faulty fuel pump that starts to leak and you have to 
do a high-powered engine run. Right now if you do a 
high-powered engine run, once again, you cannot do 
that on Apron 1 because you have got the baggage 
carts that are going around and people that are walk-
ing out on the ramp and stuff like that. You cannot do 
it on Apron 2 because it is right next to the road be-
cause the jet blast goes into the roadway, blows over 
the tourists that are driving behind it. Apron 3, the 
NATO hangar is there. Apron 4 you have the private 
jets. So the Finger is a highly utilised, even though it is 
not commercially utilised or residentially utilised, it is a 
highly utilised, a very important part of the airport 
which the Government is seeming to be taking away. 

 Those are the four main points that I wanted 
to bring up and the four main concerns that we on this 
side have about the Finger being taken out of service. 
And on that I will just take my seat. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Leader of 
the Opposition from constituency 26, MP Marc Bean. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Before I proceed I would ask and I would yield 
to the Minister if there is a contingency plan or alterna-
tive plans in terms of dealing with hazardous materials 
which, as my Shadow Minister has alluded to, has 
always been specifically meant for the Finger project. 
And I can yield. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I will answer it. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay. 
 Well, it does help. There is a reason why I 
said I would yield because it would determine whether 
or not I would speak to it or not. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 The Chair will recognise the Learned Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Clearly, we are going to 
have an alternative plan for all of these [situations] 
there. The use that the airport is currently enjoying, as 
the Honourable Member just mentioned that just took 
his seat, will be taken under consideration.  
 The renewable energy plan is not going to 
take up the entire Finger. But yes, and again, we are 
doing this so that as we proceed we can make the 
necessary plans going forward. So there will be con-
tingency plans in place, Honourable Opposition Lead-
er. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition, carry on. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, to the Minister. 
 If that is the case, these plans have to be put 
in place before any discussion on renewable energy 
occurs. When it comes to aviation and safety, it is not 
something that you can put to the side, or when it 
comes to handling hazardous materials, that has to be 
identified now. 
 Now my Shadow Minister already indicated 
that there are no other areas on the airport property 
for the handling of hazardous material. Dr. Gibbons 
just said that is not true.  
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 Am I incorrect? You could correct me you 
know. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: There are no other areas to 
handle hazardous materials. That is why the Finger 
was there. Even 9/11, Mr. Speaker, all right? During 
9/11 do you know most of the aircraft that were divert-
ed to Bermuda over the Northeast Atlantic actually 
parked over on the Finger?  
 The Finger has a practical aeronautical use 
for our airport. Now, I say that because I was the Min-
ister of the Environment and Energy the last time we 
were Government. We looked at the Finger for just the 
exact same proposal and effect. And I am not going to 
name the company, but I am sure the Minister will 
know there is one particular company, a local compa-
ny in Bermuda who has been lobbying to be able to 
put up his photovoltaic farm at the Finger. 
 Now, the challenge that I faced when I was 
the Minister is informed by my knowledge of aviation. 
It sounds good. Separate, as a photovoltaic area, it 
sounds good. But it is on an airport and that Finger 
has a specific use. So if you do not have an alterna-
tive, because it is unacceptable to say that we will find 
an alternative plan at some point, this is a . . . a de-
fined amount of space. If the ramp A, B, C or D . . . 1, 
2, 3 or 4, as my Shadow Minister alluded to, they are 
not available for handling jet blasts.  
 They are not available for handling emergen-
cies, i.e., hijackers. They are not in the right position 
to deal with hazardous materials. I know people see 
military aircraft coming to Bermuda. Right? But I will 
tell you what, it is not just hazardous materials that go 
on over that Finger, but Bermuda is a little too imma-
ture to hear that discussion, trust me. But we in the 
aviation industry, we know what time it is, we have 
seen it. That Finger is strategically—strategically—a 
necessity for not just us, but for many foreign militar-
ies too. 
 So I would just say to the Minister, I asked the 
question at the front because that would have actually 
informed me of how I was going to approach this de-
bate. I see that the cart is before the horse again. 
 Now, let us take the renewable energy argu-
ment out of it. We all agree that we, as part of the 
overall energy strategy that we debated a few weeks 
ago, that there is a desire to bring photovoltaic to the 
Island. And yes, the Finger is technically one of the 
best locations. For obvious (well, for not so obvious) 
reasons our latitude says that southerly facing slopes 
get the most sunlight just because of our latitude or 
our position relative to the equator. And so that actual-
ly is excellent in terms of getting sunlight from the 
southern horizon. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, as I said, unless the Minis-
ter can say what is going to happen to the current use 
of that Finger, then we cannot proceed with turning 

the land over. In fact, ICAO will stop you. If you cannot 
prove to ICAO that we do not have the facility to han-
dle hazardous materials, then they are going to say 
that you are operating outside of the rules. And that is 
why I was saying, listen, make sure that you have got 
all your t’s crossed and your i’s dotted because unlike 
other occupations, nothing is more safety conscious 
and regulatory prone or driven than the international 
aviation. There are no compromises with international 
aviation. It is either you do or you do not.  
 So I would just let the Minister know, please, 
maybe your PS [Permanent Secretary] can tell you 
what the alternatives are, but it is unacceptable for 
you to say, Oh, we’re working on an alternative plan. 
That is cart before the horse. You should come to this 
House and say, Listen, we intend to put photovoltaic 
up, but in order to do that, the first phase is to ensure 
that this area that has been earmarked will allow for 
the current uses, which are absolutely essential to an 
international aerodrome if they could be shifted. If not, 
then you are showing your incompetence again.  
 I am sorry, but it just tells me that you do not 
know what you are doing, or someone does not know 
what they are doing who is advising you. But some-
thing does not make sense. 
 So I implore you to go back and make sure 
that you have that right first because if you do not get 
that right first then you are going to make the Minister 
of Energy have a headache because the promise of a 
photovoltaic system to assist in our energy targets is 
not going to be met. And guess what? You are not 
going to be able to blame us. It is not the PLP’s fault.  
 So please take another look Honourable and 
Learned Minister and come back to the House or 
bring us some information to show that you are actual-
ly following the correct process. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29, MP Zane De Silva. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, and I am also with my col-
leagues on this side in that I think that the cart is cer-
tainly in front of the horse. And by the sounds of it, as 
the Minister knows, we have some very educated air 
pilot personnel, airline educated people, on this side 
of the House. 
 Mr. Speaker, we do not have an alternate 
emergency programme in place. The Minister said 
they are working on it. Certainly, before you make a 
change as significant as this that should be before the 
House . . . it should be before the House. If a military 
plane should happen to need to land, and we get 
planes quite often that have to land here on an emer-
gency basis, if this Finger is used for some other pur-
pose other than that, what are these planes going to 
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do? I would suggest, if we are talking about for alter-
native energy, why do we not find another place for 
. . . there are certainly enough places on the Island, I 
think, where they can set up an alternate energy site. 
 If my Opposition Leader is correct, because 
he is certainly a lot more knowledgeable about FAA 
regulations than I am, Mr. Speaker, and if he is correct 
in what he says with regard to what the restrictions 
are and what the laws are and what the regulations 
are, then certainly we have brought this here too ear-
ly. And it certainly has a concern and if you look at 
that list of the A, B, C sites let alone D and E, certainly 
I think that we are going to run into trouble, and I think 
that it is going to be quite unrealistic to think that we 
could move them to any of these parts of the airport. 
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I would certainly 
ask that the Minister first of all look at, as the Shadow 
Lawrence Scott—the Honourable Member—said, you 
know, he asked about amending the emergency pro-
cedures. And until we amend the emergency proce-
dures and have them in place and actually have a 
plan, I think that we should look at bringing this back 
at another time. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Are there any other Honourable Members that 
care to speak? 
 There are none, so the Honourable and 
Learned Minister has the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I appreciate colleagues’ comments. By and 
large they were positive. They went off the rails a little 
bit, but let me just be clear on what is happening here. 
 There is going to be no change in airport op-
erations as a result of what we are doing here today. 
And what we are doing here today is no different than 
the fact that the Finger was under the management 
and control of the BLDC up until 2010, so it is a matter 
of who is having responsibility for the piece of land. It 
is 80 acres, so a lot can be done on that piece of land.  
 As you know, we are in negotiations as it re-
lates to the airport development. It is deemed prudent 
now to segregate this piece of land because the Gov-
ernment does not want this piece of land to be part of 
that discussion because we see that there could be 
future benefit in retaining this land. But the Depart-
ment of Airport Operations did not have management 
of that land for many years. In 2010 it was transferred 
to them, now it is being transferred to the Government 
because of the negotiations over the airport. 
 The current use will continue and the current 
use will be taken into consideration based on whatev-
er development is deemed appropriate going forward. 
So there is no cart before the horse. This is something 
that we need to do, we need to do it now, and as pro-
jects and different proposals come forward, the nec-

essary adjustments, the necessary contingency plans 
will be put in place. 
 So I appreciate the Honourable Members’ 
concerns, but this is the prudent thing to do at this 
time. 
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
Draft Order be approved and that a message be sent 
from this Honourable House to His Excellency the 
Governor. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 It has been moved that the Order be approved 
and that a message be sent to the Governor. 
 Those in favour, say Aye. 
 
AYES. 
 
The Speaker: Those against, say Nay. 
 The Ayes have it, so a message will be sent 
to the Governor. 
 
[Motion carried: The Civil Airports (Amendment of 
Schedule) Order 2015 was considered by the whole 
House and approved.] 
 
The Speaker: We now move to Order No. 7 and Or-
der No. 7 is the Government Fees (Special Waiver) 
Act 2015 in the name of the Minister of Finance. 

You have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

GOVERNMENT FEES (SPECIAL WAIVER) ACT 
2015 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, Government wishes this Hon-
ourable House to give consideration to the Bill entitled 
the Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015. 
 The purpose of this Bill is to retroactively ex-
empt those telecommunication service providers who 
have committed to migrate out of the 700 MHz band 
from the requirement to pay spectrum fees under 
Head 24 [paragraph] (2)(a) [of the Schedule] of the 
Government Fees Regulations 1976.  

Honourable Members will be aware of the 
Minister of Economic Development’s Spectrum Policy 
Statement, dated 22 September 2014. Mr. Speaker, in 
order to assist the Authority in the successful imple-
mentation of the Minister of Economic Development’s 
spectrum policy, the 700 MHz band must be vacated 
as a prerequisite. The obligation for service providers 
who have committed to migrate out of this band has 
the potential to cause them undue financial hardship 
since the nature of the services that they offer neither 
require the high demand spectrum nor generate a 
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level of revenue that would support the fees applica-
ble to those spectrum bands. 

The Regulatory Authority in their spectrum 
policy recommendation to the Minister of Economic 
Development, which also included the imposition of 
fees for the high demand spectrum, failed to request a 
special provision to waive the payment of these fees 
during the migration period for any service provider 
scheduled to vacate the 700 MHz band. The Authority 
did not intend that service providers who were migrat-
ing out of the high demand bands to non-high demand 
bands should be charged spectrum fees during this 
period. 

This Bill is intended to address this matter by 
providing a waiver of the fee imposed in paragraph 
(2)(a) of Head 24 of the Schedule to the Government 
Fees Regulations 1976. The fee, in respect of the au-
thorisation spectrum licence granted by the Regulato-
ry Authority to use the 700 MHz radio frequency band, 
is waived for the period 1 January 2015 until the au-
thorisation is revoked or otherwise ceases to have 
effect. The fee is waived only if the spectrum licence 
obliges the licence holder to migrate out of the 700 
MHz band, and the licence holder is complying with 
his obligations to do so. That is, to move his radio 
spectrum usage from the 700 MHz band to another 
band or bands. 

With those introductory remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
I now read for the second time the Bill entitled the 
Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015 and 
move that the Bill committed. I will invite all the Mem-
bers to . . . excuse me, I do not want to jump the gun. 
I invite other Members to come in at their discretion. 

 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 18. The Shadow Minister 
of Finance, MP David Burt, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. Speak-
er.  
 Mr. Speaker, understanding the transition that 
is taking place in spectrum, the Opposition supports 
the Government in this move. We just hope that the 
Minister of Finance could enlighten the public on a few 
questions. 
 I guess the first would be, Who is this going to 
extend to? Who is moving out of the 700 MHz band 
locally? What are the companies (because I would 
have thought that the Minister would have at least had 
that in his brief) . . . what are the companies that are 
going to be affected? What is the revenue that we are 
looking at giving up? Because I think that that is also 
something that is important in our consideration of 
these items, so I think that information is important.  

But understanding the need for this, under-
standing the transition of which is required and the 
changes to the uses of spectrum, it would just be 
good if the Minister could provide that information. 

Who is going to be affected and how much money are 
we looking at giving up for this move? 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber.  
 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister for Economic Development, Dr. Grant Gibbons. 
You have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I think I can help with the Honourable Mem-
ber’s questions. First of all, the company that is (I will 
say) graciously migrating out of this spectrum is WOW 
[World on Wireless]. They hope to be able to complete 
this migration by this October. The process has been 
a little slower than people expected. The Honourable 
Member that speaks for Finance, Mr. Richards, stated 
correctly that it was an oversight that they were not 
given exemption. Unlike others who might be using 
this spectrum in the future, like cell phone operators 
who make a much higher margin, this would have put 
WOW at some considerable financial risk.  
 I cannot tell you exactly how much we are 
giving up here, but what I can tell you is that the 
700 MHz band has a reference rate of $12,500 per 
megahertz. So you would multiply that times the num-
ber of megahertz in the band they are actually using. 
So it would be quite a large fee for what WOW would 
[normally be charged] for their spectrum use. And they 
are moving into, obviously, a much lower non-high 
band spectrum, so the fee they will be charged in the 
future will be quite low. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
 Any other Honourable Member would care to 
speak? If no one would, then I will call on the Minister.  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill be committed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 It has been moved that the Bill be committed. 
Any objections to that? There are none. 
 I will ask that the Deputy Speaker please take 
the Chair [of Committee]. 
 
[Pause] 
 

House in Committee at 6:07 pm 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
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GOVERNMENT FEES (SPECIAL WAIVER) ACT 
2015 

 
The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole [House] for further consideration of the 
Bill entitled Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 
2015.  
 I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I move all clauses. Claus-
es 1 and 2. 
 
The Chairman: It has been proposed that we move 
both clauses 1 and 2. Are there any objections to that 
motion? 
 No objections. Please proceed. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman.  
 This Bill would grant a waiver of the fee im-
posed by paragraph (2)(a) of Head [24] (Electronic 
Communications Act 2011) of the Schedule of Gov-
ernment Fees Regulation 1976, in respect of an au-
thorisation granted by the Regulatory Authority to use 
the 700 MHz radio frequency band where the licence 
holder is under an obligation to migrate out of that fre-
quency band and is complying with its obligation to do 
so.  
 Clause 1 is self-explanatory.  

Clause 2 grants a waiver of the fee imposed 
by paragraph (2)(a) of Head 24 of the Schedule of the 
Government Fees Regulations 1976. The fee in re-
spect of the authorisation (spectrum licence) granted 
by the Regulatory Authority to use the 700 MHz radio 
frequency band is waived for the period 1 January 
2015 until the authorisation is revoked or otherwise 
ceases to have effect. The fee is waived only if the 
spectrum licence obliges the licence holder to migrate 
out of the 700 MHz band, and the licence holder is 
complying with its obligation to do so. 

Those are the two clauses, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak [clauses] 1 or 2? 
 Thank you. Clauses 1 through 2. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17, Pembroke Central. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Just one quick question. Giving that the Bill 
is— 
 
The Chairman: Clause 1 or 2? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: [Clause] 2. 

 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Given that the Bill is backdated to 
January 1 of this year, can the Minister let us know 
whether or not fees have already been paid by WOW, 
which now need to be repaid, or whether there has 
been an absolute waiver up until this point?  
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman.  
 The answer is: Fees would normally have 
been charged. If you remember, the fee schedule was 
put in at the beginning of January. We normally would 
charge for January 1. In anticipation of this validation, 
or retroactive waiver, no fees have been paid at this 
particular point.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 and 2? 
 There are no other Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 or 2. The Chair recognises the 
Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Chairman, I 
move that the House approve clauses 1 and 2. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 1 and 
2 be approved as printed. Are there any objections to 
that motion?  
 No objections.  

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Chairman, I 
move that the Bill be reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been . . . the Preamble would 
work.  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Oh, sorry, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved. Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I move that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Government Fees (Special Waiver) 
Act 2015 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House and passed without amendment.] 
 

House resumed at 6:11 pm 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: The next Order is Order No. 8, the 
second reading of the Casino Gaming Amendment 
Act 2015 in the name of the Minister of Tourism and 
Transport. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill entitled the Casino Gaming Amendment Act 
2015 be now read the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections? 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

CASINO GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the purpose 
of the Bill before the House today is to make amend-
ments to the Casino Gaming Act 2014.  
 You may recall that there was a very good 
and robust debate in December last year, when the 
Casino Gaming Act 2014 was being debated, and dur-
ing that debate I stated that there would most likely be 
future amendments to the Act to address concerns 
related to anti-money laundering and anti-terrorist fi-
nancing, in addition to other points raised on clauses 
within the Act. 
 Mr. Speaker, these amendments will ensure 
our domestic gaming casino industry is administered 
and regulated in accordance with the Financial Action 
Task Force, FATF, recommendations for anti-money 
laundering and anti-terrorist financing in relation to 
casino operations. Mr. Speaker, ever mindful of juris-
dictional reputations and risks, it is imperative that we 
ensure our legislation reflects our very high standards 
and reputation. There has been extensive consultation 
and major input from the National Anti-Money Laun-
dering Committee, NAMLC, and we have been guided 
by their knowledge and expertise, specifically related 

to AML/ATF [Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-
Terrorist Financing] concerns and requirements.  
 Mr. Speaker, there is also the requirement for 
consequential amendments to the Proceeds of Crime 
Act 1997, and this will be expanded upon later. These 
specific amendments pave the way for the introduc-
tion of a commuter regime aligning with FATF, AML 
and ATF recommendations related to designated non-
financial professions and businesses that include ca-
sinos, real estate agents, dealers in precious stones, 
lawyers, and trust and company service providers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the amendment Bill adds and 
redefines specific definitions and also provides the 
appropriate wording to bring clarity on the intent of 
some of the provisions within the Act. Mr. Speaker, as 
the Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission has the 
responsibility for the administration and regulating of 
the domestic casino gaming industry, they have also 
been consulted, and [they have] provided very valua-
ble input on the amendments before the House today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will now invite colleagues to 
comment on the amendment. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Are there any other Honourable Members 
who care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29, the Shadow Minister 
for Tourism, MP Zane De Silva. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Man, I am glad I came from out of the bath-
room as quickly as I did because I might have lost out. 
 
An Hon. Member: TMI [Too Much Information]. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Anyway, Mr. Speaker, on 
this side, certainly, you will recall when we debated 
gaming and what a . . . well, we debated gaming sev-
eral times in this House. And over the period of the 
last seven, eight years, we have had several debates 
on the gaming industry. You will certainly know, Mr. 
Speaker, where I stand with regard to gaming in Ber-
muda.  

I know that we have to get into Committee, 
and I guess that is why the Minister was a little brief 
with his remarks, and I can certainly be a little brief 
with mine and save most of my comments for Commit-
tee as well. So it seems like the Minister has, and the 
Gaming Commission, I would think, have had several 
meetings with the professionals in the business, the 
regulators. I look forward to making my major contri-
bution, Mr. Speaker, in Committee. 
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 I am glad to see that some work has been 
done. Judging by the amendments that we have, and 
certainly the further amendments that the Minister 
gave me yesterday, it seems as if they have been do-
ing their due diligence and we look forward to partici-
pating in Committee. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? There are none, so I revert back to the Minis-
ter. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, just before I ask that the Bill be 
committed, I do want to recognise the very hard work 
of the Gaming Commission, particularly, the Chair-
man, Mr. Alan Dunch, the Deputy Chairman, Mr. [Gar-
ry] Madeiros, Mr. Denis Tucker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker,— 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: They have worked tire-
lessly. They hit the ground running. Judith Hall-Bean, 
as well, Mr. Speaker. They have put in a great deal of 
work to assist with these amendments. As well, I rec-
ognise the tireless efforts of the Permanent Secretary.  

This is a very complicated area and some 
Members express some surprise as to the brevity of 
my brief. These are very technical amendments. They 
are amendments as they relate to AML and ATF regu-
lations. These are amendments that we have to do to 
remain compliant. We are a financial jurisdiction, Mr. 
Speaker, and therefore we have to ensure that we 
have the proper regulatory structure as it relates to 
these particular areas. 
 So, with that, Mr. Speaker, I now move that 
the Bill be committed.  
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 So the Bill will be committed, and I would ask 
the Deputy Speaker, please, take the Chair [of Com-
mittee]. 
 
[Pause] 
 

House in Committee at 06:18 pm 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

CASINO GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 

The Chairman: Members, we are now in Committee 
of the whole House for further consideration of the Bill 
entitled Casino Gaming Amendment Act 2015. 
 I call on the Member in charge to proceed. 
Member, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman.  
 Madam Chairman, I will be guided by you just 
to ascertain the proper process as I will be bringing 
consequential amendments. It will be amending the 
Proceeds of Crime Act and I am not quite sure in what 
order do I do that. Do I do the clauses of this Bill first? 
And then do the consequential amendments?  
 
The Chairman: Under normal circumstances, that is 
the process that we would take, but I would like to 
make sure that everyone has in their possession a 
copy of the amendments before you proceed. 
 Does everyone have a copy of the amend-
ments? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Does everyone have a copy of the 
amendments? 
 Member, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you.  
 This Bill seeks primarily to amend the Casino 
Gaming Act 2014 to bring the Act in line with FATF 
standards for AML/ATF in relation to casinos in re-
spect of certain administrative and other provisions. 
 Madam Chairman, I would like to move claus-
es 1 through 6. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved . . . sorry. Are 
there any Members that would like to speak to clauses 
1 through 6? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I would like to define 
them, but I am just saying [that] I am moving [clauses] 
1 through 6. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Clause 1 provides a title 
for the Bill.  

Clause 2 amends section 2 of the Act to clari-
fy certain definitions and provide additional definitions 
for the interpretation of the Act. 
 Clause 3 repeals and replaces section 4(1) of 
the Act to require the Minister to act on the advice of 
the Bermuda Gaming Commission when he desig-
nates land or an existing tourist resort for purposes of 
an integrated resort. 
 Clause 4 inserts a new section 4A in the Act 
to require an application to the Minister in order to 
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trigger consideration of land or an existing tourist re-
sort for the purposes of section 4. 
 Clause 5 amends section 9 of the Act to make 
it clear that the Commission is required to supervise 
casinos and casino operators for AML and ATF pur-
poses. 
 Clause 6 amends section 12 of the Act to clar-
ify the requirements concerning the budget of the 
Commission. 
  
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 1 through 6? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29, Southampton East, the Honourable Zane 
J. S. De Silva. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man.  
 
The Chairman: Can you help guide me as to which 
clause you are . . . it would just to help guide us. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, well, before I start, 
Madam Chairman, just with regard to the amend-
ments. Of course, the Minister gave me these 
amendments yesterday and, of course, I was . . . that 
is just one thing I was just a little disappointed with in 
that, you know, I would have thought that these 
amendments could have come, certainly, earlier. And 
through, from one Whip to another, so that, you know, 
everyone could have had them earlier. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I appreciate the Honour-
able Member’s comments, but when I went to the 
Honourable Member and I asked him if he had any 
objections to me proceeding, he said, “No.” So, if he 
did not want me to proceed I would not have proceed-
ed.  

I take the point that they came late. I ex-
plained to him that the consequential amendments 
were not done until yesterday. But I did ask him if he 
had an objection, and he said he did not. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I stand by that. I did 
not say I objected to it. I said I was disappointed. I did 
not say I objected to it.  

And, of course, you know, I stand by that. If it 
was just one amendment, it was one amendment. 
What I am saying is that, certainly, with the amend-
ments that have been given, I would have . . . and if 
he said it was just yesterday, well, then, obviously, the 
Minister is behind the eight ball for whatever reason, 
and is trying to squeeze it in at the last minute. So, 
you know— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No one is squeezing any-
thing in. I went to the Shadow Minister, I asked him if 
he had a problem; if he had a problem, it could have 
been delayed. I do not understand. We collaborate. If I 
did not ask him, if I just ambushed him today, I would 
have understood that. I asked him and we had a con-
versation, and he said he had no problem with it. 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Right. But the only thing is, 
Minister, is that you did not say that you would have 
had it delayed. [You asked] “Do you have a problem 
with the amendment?” I said, “No, I don’t. Give them 
to me. I will take them and look at them.” Which I did. 
So, anyway, be that as it may— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Member, have a seat. 
 Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I asked the Member if he 
was he fine with us proceeding today. That is what I 
asked him. And he said, “No problem.”  
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: We can agree to disagree. 
And, Madam Chairman, you will know that I will be the 
last person to want to hold up anything to do with 
gaming in this country, after being one of the most 
vociferous supporters of gaming five years ago.  
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[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And the Minister says, 
“Well, let’s get on with it.”  

I do want to get on with it. But! But, again, this 
is a case in point where if . . . maybe if the OBA 
would, the Ministers, would keep on top of the work, 
we would not be here. This would have been long 
done. And if we would not have had all that skuldug-
gery going on with the referendum— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —then we would not be 
here today doing this. It would have been done. So, 
look, you know, for the Minister to get up and say, Oh, 
he told me this and we agreed that. Now, do not step 
on my— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, 
Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Madam Chair-
man, I appreciate the exuberance of the Honourable 
Member, but the point to debate generally was in the 
general debate. This is meant to debate clause by 
clause, and I think that it is important that he stick to 
clauses 1 through 6, which have now been moved. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, I can go clause by 
clause. And I can talk an hour on each of them, if we 
want. And we could talk about why we are having 
these clauses discussed today, and debated, and 
each and every one of them, and why we are here 
today, and why we were not here four years ago, that 
relate to the clauses.  
 
The Chairman: Right. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So if we want to go . . . and 
we will go there!  

The Honourable Minister, Pat Gordon-
Pamplin, may not want to hear it tonight, but she is 
going to hear it. And she is going to hear all the things 
that are tagged on to it,— 
 
The Chairman: Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —whether it be Jetgate, 
whether it be Landow— 
 

The Chairman: Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —whether— 
 
The Chairman: Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 1 through 6. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. And, look, here we 
go. The first one then. Let’s talk about [clause] 2.  

[Clause] 2. Deleting the words “tourist resort” 
and substituting with “existing tourist resort.” Now, let 
us talk about “tourist resort” and “existing tourist re-
sort.” How about the former Club Med site? Okay? 
Now what happened at the former Club Med site? 
Why are we not there already?  

You see, Madam Chairman? So . . . so what I 
am saying to you is that with regard to . . . Let me ask 
the Minister a question. Minister, why are you replac-
ing “tourist resort” with “existing tourist resort”?  

Why?  
Why is he doing that? So that is question one. 

Minister, why are you changing that? And I hope . . . 
do . . . I— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: Member, please continue. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And this is where, unfortu-
nately, you know, Minister Pat Gordon-Pamplin might 
not appreciate it, but when we ask that question, Why 
is that tourist resort wording being changed for exist-
ing tourist resort? Is it because, we have to wonder on 
this side, Is it anything to do with Jetgate? Is it any-
thing to do with Landow?  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: [Is] it anything to do with 
$400,000 that got deposited to a certain account?  

So, you know, that is why I asked the ques-
tion. And if the Minister would have answered me right 
away, I would not have to go in these . . . into my 
guestbook that is full of things that have happened 
over the past couple of years, especially when it 
comes to development, because the Club Med site is 
not the only one. We have Par-la-Ville. We have Wa-
terfront. It seems like whenever we get to existing 



2810 17 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

land, or any sorts of future resorts, we have problems. 
We have challenges.  

So that is . . . that is, that is clause 2, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, clause 2(b), the definition 
of “owner” . . . they are going to repeal “the definition 
of “owner” by repealing paragraph (a) and substitute 
the following: “(a) the person who holds the estate in 
fee simple of the designated site or proposed desig-
nated site and, in any case where such site is owned 
by the Government, the owner shall be the person 
who has entered into a Development Agreement to 
lease the site;” 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Hmm.  

Now, Madam Chairman, to me that sounds 
like it could be for Desarrollos.   
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, what we would like 
the Minister to do is . . . we ask that question as well. 
So we have had two questions. I hope the Minister is 
writing them down. He seems like he is making some 
notes; that is good.  
 So we ask that question. And whilst we are on 
that question, Madam Chairman, we know that Desar-
rollos, certainly, has been the chosen developer, and 
there have been negotiations that have been going on 
for what seems like a lifetime now. Madam Chairman, 
you might recall that they were first chosen back in 
early 2014. They were given a four-month exclusive 
negotiation period. Then they were given another ne-
gotiation period. And then a further negotiation period. 
 
The Chairman: Member, while I appreciate how you 
have identified a company, I do not see the name of 
that company within this Bill. And as we are looking at 
this Bill, could you just kind of . . . 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.  

And that is exactly why I mention that particu-
lar company. It is the only one, Madam Chairman. 
And if you look at the actual wording of it, and maybe 
. . . I will yield to the Minister if he wishes to get up 
and say it does not refer to Desarrollos.  

So I guess I am correct. 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So . . . so . . . so, Madam 
Chairman, that answered the question. So this is for 
Desarrollos.  

Now, the question is, you have to ask, if this is 
coming for Desarrollos Hotelco Group, where is the 
. . . what . . . where . . . why are we here doing this? If 
it is for them, why are we here? Why hasn’t the Minis-
ter . . . I would have thought . . . we are going to break 
for summer soon, Madam Chairman, I would have 
thought that he would have had some news for us on 
Desarrollos.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Pardon? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Chairman: Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: All right.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He says, Stay tuned, so we 
will stay tuned, Madam Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I move on to clause 3, sec-
tion 4(1). It is repealing the principal Act and the fol-
lowing is substituted, “Subject to section 4A, the Min-
ister, acting on the advice of the Commission, may by 
order published in the Gazette— (a) designate, for 
such period as may be appropriate (the “specified pe-
riod”), a parcel of land or an existing tourist resort as a 
site for an integrated resort;” 

Now, the Minister, acting on advice of the 
Commission, acting on the advice, this shows . . . let 
us go through (b) as well. “(b) extend any period un-
der paragraph (a) for such further period as may be 
specified in the order.” 

So, my question is, first of all, if you go back 
to [clause 3], “section 4(1) . . . “Subject to section 4A, 
the Minister, acting on the advice of the Commission, 
may by order published in the Gazette . . .” I would 
have thought, Minister, that that could be very signifi-
cant and it could have significant repercussions to it. It 
could have significant actions. It could have significant 
events that are tied to this.  

To put it in the Royal Gazette, I thought was 
not quite the way to go, and I thought that that should 
come before the House. As do I think section 4(1)(b), 
“extend any period under paragraph (a) for such fur-
ther period as may be specified in the order.” I think 
that too should come before the House. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. I am glad we agree 
on that.  
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 Now, with regard to designate for such a peri-
od and designate the length of time, the Minister act-
ing on the advice of the Commission . . . now, the Min-
ister acting on the advice, Does the Minister have to 
take the advice? That is the question [I ask].  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Minister acting on the 
advice of the Commission may . . . that is why I am 
asking the question. May. Because you remember we 
had a debate in this House over whether or not the 
Minister will be able to control who gets what casino 
licence. Okay?  

So what this tells me is that . . . and the for-
mer Attorney General just said, may, the Minister may 
by order publish in the Gazette. So is that “may”, he 
may make the decision, or he “may” by order publish 
in the Gazette? Now, if it is he makes the decision on 
the advice of the Commission, my question is, Are we 
not back to that argument where the Minister is going 
to make a decision on who gets the casino licence 
and how long they are going to get it for? That is my 
question.  
 You remember, Madam Chairman (I remem-
ber, I have my notes from when we debated this Act), 
and I can tell you that the Minister . . . and let me say 
this. The Minister said, not only in this House, but at 
several town hall meetings, that he would not—and I 
repeat, “he,” he would not—be the one to decide who 
gets a casino licence. And I argued it then— 
 
An Hon. Member: He did not say that. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, he did. Oh, yes, he 
said it. I got . . . I got . . . I got the quote right here. 
 He would not decide on who gets casino li-
cences. And what this does to me, unless he can ex-
plain to us other . . . and the former Attorney General 
was looking over for that question like he had some 
doubts as well, so I would like to hear from one of the 
learned Members exactly what is the . . . what is the 
real deal.  

Does the Minister have the final say, or does 
he not have the final say? Because the Minister said 
that he would not, and he said it on several occasions, 
including in this House. And I would like to know ex-
actly what this means in clause 3. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You stick to your culture 
. . . you stick to your Culture Ministry. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Right? Okay. 
 Now, moving on to clause 4?  

Clause 4. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Watch it! You are stepping 
on the wrong toe, Pat.  
 Okay. [Clause] 4. “The principal Act is 
amended by inserting . . . the following—” . . . “The 
owner of land or of an existing tourist resort who 
wishes to have it designated under section 4 shall 
make an application to the Minister for that purpose.”  

My question is, the owner of the land or of an 
existing tourist resort who wishes to have designated 
under section 4 . . . and if you look at [section 
4A](2)(a), “be made in such form as the Commission 
may from time to time approve; (b) be accompanied 
by the prescribed fee; and (c) contain such infor-
mation and be accompanied by such plans, specifica-
tions, drawings, reports and other documents, as may 
be prescribed.” 
 Now, my first question is, should we not be 
saying “this existing tourist resort” . . . [does] the 200-
room [requirement] come into play with that? And you 
may do some work on that, Minister, and just let me 
know when you answer that question. 
 Now, “accompanied by the prescribed fee.” 
Have we decided a fee yet? Because we talked about 
the fee when we debated the principal [Act] several 
months ago. What is the prescribed fee? It would be 
interesting to know. Before these increases in landing 
fees and . . . and . . . and departure tax, and whatnot, 
you would of— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, you know, I do not 
want to go there. Leader, I do not want to go there.  
 So, we certainly would like to know if the 
Commission has made any headway on fees.  
 Clause 6, amending section 12, “Section 
12(5) of the principal Act is amended by deleting the 
words ‘Consistent with its approved budget’.” Minister, 
can you tell us why we are making that change? With 
regard to clause 6 of the principal Act, [it says] “is 
amended by deleting the words ‘consistent with its 
approved budget’.” Why is that? Why are we changing 
it?  
 And that . . . We are doing [clauses] 1 through 
6, yes? 
 
The Chairman: That is correct. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: And Member, now I would like to 
suggest that when the Minister . . . before we close on 
clauses 1 through 6, that we review the amendments, 
because there is an amendment to clause 2. So I do 
not want to go past clause 2, and have it approved at 
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[clause] 6, without looking at the amendment. Are you 
in agreement with that? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes. That is fine. 
 
The Chairman: Perfect. Yes. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the . . . are there any 
other Members that would like to speak to clauses 1 
through 6? 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I appreciate the questions by the Honourable 
Member. The Honourable Member was recently in my 
office on another matter, on which I thought we made 
some very good progress, and he would note that 
some of the amendments in this particular amend-
ment Act are a result of that debate and recommenda-
tions that he made, so I thought we were pretty much 
on the same page trying to get this done and get it 
right today. But let me deal with the questions that he 
asked.  
 In relation to existing property, you will note 
that there were two definitions in relation to who can 
apply. One definition is for a vacant site, where there 
is no development. The other definition is for integrat-
ed resorts which already exist. So we wanted to make 
it very clear in that second definition by emphasising 
“existing” property. So that was just a way to properly 
delineate between the two potential applicants.  
 In terms of the development agreement, 
clause 2(b), and you had asked, where it talks about 
[new paragraph (a)] “the person who holds the estate 
in fee simple of the designated site or proposed des-
ignated site and, in any case where such site is 
owned by the Government, the owner shall be the 
person who has entered into a Development Agree-
ment . . .” and the Honourable Member says, Well, is 
that Desarrollos? Well, it would be Desarrollos, as well 
as Morgan’s Point, Madam Chairman.  

Any property which the Government owns, but 
they have entered into a development agreement, the 
person who has the development agreement, or who 
is leasing the site, they will be the individual who will 
be deemed the owner for the purposes of this Act. 
Obviously, the Government is not going to be applying 
for anything in relation to that particular integrated re-
sort. So, off the top of my head, the two properties 
that come to my mind would be Morgan’s Point and 
the St. George’s site.  
 He asked about whether or not the designated 
sites and different things will come before the House. 
They will come before the House. We also have to 
bring a plethora of regulations to the House, Madam 
Chairman, which are being worked on as we speak. 
That will deal with the process.  

So let me be clear again about the designated 
site. We had a protracted debate on this the last time, 

because there seemed to be some confusion on how 
this works. I thought that I clarified it then. There were 
two separate things. Designating a site and the casino 
application process are two separate application pro-
cesses.  

As I said before, there could be—and there 
will be—multiple . . . potentially there could be multiple 
designated sites in Bermuda. But we know by the Act 
that we have already prescribed the [number] of li-
cences that can be granted. So, if an individual ap-
plies to have their site designated as a site, that 
comes to me as the Minister. I will take the advice of 
the Commission. Now, in the principal Act it says that I 
should “consult.” We thought that it would be better 
that we enhance it to “take the advice of the Commis-
sion”, in that regard.  

All of the designated sites . . . so if a person 
makes an application, they meet the proper criteria, 
and I decide to designate that as a site (with the ad-
vice of the Commission), that will come before this 
House as an affirmative resolution. And this House 
will decide whether or not the site will be designated. 
But casino licences is under the remit of the Gaming 
Commission only. We have made that clear time and 
time again. There is a clear distinction between the 
two, and the Government, including myself, will have 
no involvement at all in the issuance of a gaming li-
cence. 

In terms of the fees, the Honourable Member 
asked a question about where we are with that. Again, 
this will come in the regulations. We have the Com-
mission and others looking at what is going to be most 
appropriate. We are trying to ascertain what the costs 
of a lot of things will be, and that will determine, to a 
large degree, what some of these fees will be as well. 
The Gaming Commission and the regulation of this 
industry will be self-funded. This is not going to be 
something that is going to touch upon the Consolidat-
ed Fund. The functions and the office of the Gaming 
Commission will be covered by the various fees, the 
permit fees and the like, for operating casinos in Ber-
muda.  

Now, Madam Chairman, as you stated, there 
is an amendment to clause 2, which is appropriate to 
do now.  

 
The Chairman: Member— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, I am sorry. 
 
The Chairman: There may be other Members that 
would like to speak to clauses 1 through 6.  
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17, Pembroke Central, Shadow Minister of 
Immigration and External Affairs. 
 Mr. C. Walton D. Brown, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
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 [I am] just seeking some clarification from the 
Minister. The Minister has said— 
 
The Chairman: Can you help me with the clause? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, it is clause 5. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Minister has said that the 
Commission will award the actual casino licences. 
There will be, or there is a statutory limit on the num-
ber that can be awarded, yet the Government has the 
power, has the capacity, to designate any number of 
properties as casino sites. The whole idea behind the 
legislation is to attract investors into hotel develop-
ment. So how are we to understand how a potential 
developer, having been issued or having been desig-
nated as a casino site— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: As a designed site, is going to 
carry out their business plan if they are designated as 
a site, yet the limit of three has already been fulfilled . 
. . what incentive do they have to actually invest? Be-
cause there seems to be a disconnect between the 
designation and the actual statutory limit on the num-
ber of casino licences that are going to be issued. So I 
am seeking some clarification on that. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, and I 
appreciate the question. 
 This, again, is in line with how other jurisdic-
tions really manage and control this. Because this is a 
very complicated process and the Government is not 
just going to designate sites willy-nilly. You have to 
actually make an application to have your site desig-
nated. And if you go through that process and you get 
through that first hurdle, that is a very good indication 
that you are on the right path to making an application 
for a [casino] licence.  

The Gaming Commission is going to be in-
volved in that process as well, in terms of designating 
the site, and so from a regulatory prospective, it was 
recommended that you want to have this vetting in the 
first instance in terms of the appropriateness of the 
site. And so, for example, if Morgan’s Point says, We 
want to be designated as a site, they will make an ap-
plication to be designated accordingly. Clearly, they 
would have the intention to make an application, but 
they will go through that first initial due diligence, if 

you will, and then once they get through that, that will 
put them in a good position to make a compelling ap-
plication for a [casino] licence. They will have to meet 
certain criteria.  

So, the information I received was that this 
particular process is very useful for the overall regula-
tion of this particular industry in terms of issuing out 
[casino] licences, at the end of the day. So, I do take 
the Member’s point, but once a site is designated, the 
individuals—and we are hoping that the Gaming 
Commission will be fully functional by the end of this 
calendar year—will be in a position to make an appli-
cation for a licence. We understand that developers 
are not going to build something with the hope of, so 
we were putting something in place that they can have 
some comfort, and part of that comfort is being desig-
nated as a site.  

We do not foresee a lot of people, or resorts, 
trying to go through this process. There will probably 
be a handful that is interested in it. As you know, last 
week the Gaming Commission actually had meetings. 
They put in the Royal Gazette an invitation for inter-
ested parties to come and meet, and I believe five 
entities met with the Gaming Commission. So we are 
trying to make this as open as possible and at the 
same time, make sure that the process is such that 
individuals go through the proper due diligence and 
this first step, we think, is an important one, setting 
them up for the application for the licence. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 6? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, just very quickly.  
 So, will the Government contemplate increas-
ing the statutory limit given that there may well be five 
serious contenders, all of which are seeking to invest 
millions of dollars into the economy? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, I did not say there 
were five serious contenders, but . . . but no. No, we 
are not going to increase the number. That number 
was set on economic data that we received based on 
our current population, our current tourism numbers, 
and the like. Any more than that could create an envi-
ronment which would be not sustainable going for-
ward. So, we feel very comfortable at this stage. If 
down the road we see a significant increase in tourists 
and the like, and we think that an additional licence 
could be added, then we could consider it, but we do 
not intend on increasing the number [now]. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
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 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 6? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6, Hamilton West, the Honourable Wayne L. 
Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam— 
 
The Chairman: Could you help me by being specific 
as to which clause? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Clause 5. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Can the Minister clear up for 
us one more time as far as a designated site, as far as 
the requirements. For instance, Pink Sands, because 
[there] the number of 32 rooms could not be consid-
ered a designated site.  

I remember in the Act it talked about, it had to 
have more than 200 rooms. So that is the first criteria; 
that you would have to have more than 200 rooms. Is 
that still the case? It is being . . . hence the St. 
George’s property, which only had 100-and-some 
rooms, could not be considered designated site. Is 
that correct? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
 To the first part of the Honourable Member’s 
question, he is correct. [There is] a 200 room criteria 
for existing properties.  

We made it clear, I made it clear in the last 
debate, and I understand that there was some con-
cern there, but we do not know at the end of the day 
what the final numbers of rooms will be at the St. 
George’s site. I believe that it may be over 200 rooms. 
So, what we did is we had two . . . that is why we had 
a two tier. We have an opportunity for undeveloped 
sites, because we want to incentivise development to 
make an application.  

At the end of the day, it is going to be the 
Gaming Commission, after it does its due diligence, 
[having] the staff that is going to be on board with an 
executive director who is going to be someone who 
has experience in this area, [that Commission] will 
decide whether or not the applicant meets the criteria 
to be able to have a casino that will be sustainable. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 6? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I appreciate the Minister’s 
answers.  

And you are absolutely right. I am sure by 
now, since they will get with the lawyers, they will try 
to get it up to at least 200 [rooms]. But when we look 
at properties like Morgan’s Point, and you said those 
properties that have not been worked on or . . . I am 
sure that they have to come with a plan. And they 
have to develop it to at least that state. I mean, we 
passed that piece of thing on . . . probably they got it 
right. Palmetto Bay, we gave them the right to build 
those condos down there, with the promise that they 
were going to build a hotel. But the hotels will not be 
built down there. So I do not want that to ever happen 
again.  

So I hope the Minister, or Planning, or whoev-
er has got . . . the Cabinet, will be sure that they have 
to build to 200, that the plans have got to be 200, and 
they do not get anything unless those 200 are built, or 
200-plus rooms. Hence, what I see is that Ariel Sands 
does not qualify right now. Pink Beach does not quali-
fy. The new development up at Morgan’s Point, the 
first hotel, does not qualify. And based on the num-
bers that they have presented, Reefs does not qualify. 
Southampton Princess qualifies. Elbow Beach does 
not qualify right now, unless they are going to be 
building some things in the future. But there are very 
few hotels currently under this . . . Hamilton Princess.  

But I thought at the time when the Minister 
was talking, because he went to Singapore, and I am 
going back in September if you want to come visit me, 
and I could take you with me— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —is that . . . it was supposed 
to be an integrated-type of hotel. And it would be more 
than just . . . I thought [they were to have] convention 
centres and all of that. Is that still the case? That it 
would have to be more than just 200 rooms. There are 
other things that the hotel has to provide. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Honourable Mem-
ber, you zoned in on the 200 rooms, but, yes, there 
will be . . . we had the definition of integrated resort 
and there has to be multiple amenities on the property 
in order for it to qualify. That is the whole point of why 
we are doing this. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 6? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 One of the things that the Minister said earli-
er— 
 
The Chairman: Clause 5?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Ma’am. Yes. 
 Well, the Minister had said that the Commis-
sion had worked tirelessly. He said that a few times. 
The question that I have for the Minister is, I thought 
that the commissioners were getting paid. Not yet. 
Because I know we had this discussion during the 
debate and the Minister said, No, they are not getting 
paid, yet. 
 
The Chairman: Member, I just want to remind you 
that when we are debating Bills in Committee we are 
to stick to the details of the Bill in front of us.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: I just thought I would help to guide 
you there. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Well, I am just, I 
mean, the Minister had mentioned them, and I just 
wondering where we were on it. You know, and he 
also said that the Gaming Commission will be fully 
operational by the end of the year, so I, you know, I 
was just wondering where we were on it. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, point— 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
 I said “the office,” so there is going to be two . 
. . you know, the “Commission” are the “commission-
ers” and they are not being paid, and they are not in-
terested in being paid. And so they need to be 
acknowledged for their service. They are going to 
have an office that is going to deal with the day-to-
day. You will have inspectors. You will have an execu-
tive officer. You will have staff. We hope for the office 
to be fully functional by the end of this calendar year. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am happy for that clarifi-
cation. Now, I do know that the Minister did say, and I 
will congratulate them as well because there are many 
people who sit on boards in Bermuda on many differ-
ent government ministries for, you know, a $50.00 
stipend. But as we know, many of our people who sit 
on the boards do take their jobs seriously and that is 
why I was a little disappointed with the Tourism Au-
thority’s board members getting $20,000 each. 
 
The Chairman: We are not going there, Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. I am just saying. I 
am congratulating the commissioners, if they are 
working for free. But I could have sworn that . . . I will 
have to check my notes, Minister. I have your Ministe-
rial Statement here on the debate from gaming, and I 
thought you said then that he is not getting paid now, 
but they will be getting paid later. So if that has been a 
change, that is great! And I can take my hat off to the 
commissioners.  
 Minister, you did say that you wanted to make 
sure that we do not discourage developers. We want 
to encourage developers to come to Bermuda and 
build. You know, this is going to get us to that total of 
three. And I know you said, Well, later on if tourist 
product improves we will look at maybe adding anoth-
er one. And wouldn’t that be great for all of us, to have 
another 200,000–300,000 tourists come in, and we 
could do that. But it does beg the question, and I will 
put it to you this way.  

You had mentioned Morgan’s Point and the 
former Club Med site. And let us just hypothesise for a 
moment, and just say Ariel Sands. Done, they have 
them in line! I will not say “Donald Trump.” I will say, 
you know, developer “X” who is a multibillionaire from 
Delaware, wants to come into Bermuda, and he wants 
to put in a casino, and we have already got three or 
four. You know, that may cause some problems. I do 
not know if you want to address that or not, but that 
has always been a concern of mine. And that if we 
issue three, and we have someone else, or let us say 
Morgan’s Point does not apply, you said there were 
five applications— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of clarification. 
 
The Chairman: Point of clarification. 
 Do you yield? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I said that . . . I am sorry. 
 
The Chairman: No, I just wanted to make sure he 
was going to yield. 
 Yes, thank you. 
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POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I did not say there were 
five applications. I said that the Commission put an 
invitation in the Royal Gazette because you can imag-
ine that many persons who are interested in this in-
dustry have been inundating the Commission and my 
office with calls wanting to sit down, wanting to talk. 
So, the Commission did not want to do this piecemeal. 
They put an invitation in the Royal Gazette saying that 
interested parties could meet with them on a specified 
day. I believe it was last week— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —Thursday or some-
thing. This week, yes, this week. 
 And five entities met. So, no application . . . 
no application has been made at all. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. I correct that. Thank 
you, Minister. Five entities met with the Commission 
last week.  
 Do you know, Minister, if the Commissioners, 
or maybe yourself . . . did you send out . . . I know you 
said you put in the Royal Gazette, but did you send 
out any communications to maybe all the hotels that 
are currently on the Island? 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Minister.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I had no involvement in 
that at all. So, it was a decision that the commission-
ers made. They thought it would be prudent to have 
an invitation to the entire Island by publicising it, and 
they just said . . . and it was informal. These were in-
formal. People wanted to sit down, ask questions and 
the like. They were informal meetings. So, clearly, 
once all the regulations are done, once we have eve-
rything in place, there would be official invitations to 
apply for a designated site and for the licence thereaf-
ter.  

So, that was just an informal invitation; it was 
a gratuitous act by the commissioners, saying, Look, 
people want to ask us questions. Well, we will make 
ourselves available for an entire day. Again, these are 
. . . some of them are very busy professionals. They 
took the entire day to meet with these individuals to 
entertain questions and get some guidance. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. [I] appreciate that 
explanation. I am still a little disappointed in the com-
missioners, then, because not everyone— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry. Just a point of 
clarification. I have just been advised— 
 
The Chairman: Point of clarification. 
 Members. Yes. 
 Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I was told that the e-mails 
were sent to the properties that would qualify. So, as 
the Honourable Member from [constituency] 6 men-
tioned, there was direct communication. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. To those that would 
qualify, I am still a little disappointed. And I will tell you 
why. Because if I am the Reefs, and I only have 150 
rooms, you know, whilst I did not qualify, I would have 
thought it would have been nice to send it to anyone 
that had an existing hotel business because they may 
just had it on their radar screen and say, Look, maybe 
I will build on, which will create more jobs for our peo-
ple, construction. And, of course, they might qualify for 
one of the casino licences. So, in my eyes, I would 
have certainly said, Well, I want to try to put this out to 
as many people as I possibly can to make sure that 
my net is cast far and wide. And not everyone— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 Sorry. Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do not know how more 
wide putting an invitation in the Royal Gazette to the 
general public . . . anyone who wants to meet with the 
Commission is invited to do so. How more broad can 
you get? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is exactly what I am 
saying, Madam Chairman. See, the Minister thinks 
that everybody in Bermuda and the world reads the 
Royal Gazette—and they do not! How many days did 
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they advertise, Minister? Three? Okay. I did not see it 
in the Royal Gazette. I heard the advertisement on the 
radio, and not every radio station advertised it. I just 
happened to be breezing through one evening, and I 
happened to hear it the day before the deadline, to 
meet with the commissioners if you wanted to have 
those discussions.  

All I am saying to you, Minister, is that not 
everyone reads the Royal Gazette. We only have one 
newspaper. People go on vacation. You know, people 
worldwide, they . . . they . . . you know. I am sorry, but 
I do not agree with that.  
 The other thing that you mentioned, Minister, 
was that, you know, you are going to act on the advice 
of the commissioners. And you will not have anything 
to do with it at the end of the day. Well, we all know in 
Government how it works. We all know how it works. 
You designate, you pick the commissioners, and the 
rest is history. I will not go into any details on that, but 
we know how it works. 
 
The Chairman: But, Member, you are supposed to be 
dealing with details, as we are in Committee. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Well, let us talk 
about details then! 
 
The Chairman: Details with the Bill that is in front of 
you, Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let’s talk about . . . let’s 
talk about the details. 
 
The Chairman: In the Bill. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Exactly, yes. 
 
The Chairman: In the Bill. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, let’s talk about the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority for a moment. 
 
The Chairman: Member, the . . . can you— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, I . . . I you asked me 
for details, Madam Chairman, I am— 
 
The Chairman: Member, can I finish speaking? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sure. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 If you could identify for me the clause in which 
. . . you are supposed to be only addressing the de-
tails within the clause in front of you. So if you would 
help guide me, that would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Clause 4. 
 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Clause 4[A](2)(a). 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And (b) and (c).  

So, with regard to boards, the Minister choos-
es his Commission, he chooses his board. And, you 
know, if the board or the Commission go willy-nilly, 
they start doing their own things, you know, the Minis-
ter then says, Now, listen. Hold it. Hold it. Hold it. We 
need to make some changes. And he will make 
changes. He will make changes.  

I am sure that the Minister right now, between 
the Minister and the Premier, if they wanted to make 
some changes at the Bermuda Tourism Authority, I 
am sure that they could make them tonight—in a 
flash! Okay? So that is what I am saying. When we 
talk about the commissioners, and what the responsi-
bilities of the Minister and the commissioners are, that 
is what I am talking about. 
 Minister, on clause 6, you did not answer that 
question. I had asked you why you are deleting that. If 
you have that answer? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Let me say it again, 
Madam Chairman, I never . . . I have never said that 
the Minister will not have any involvement in the des-
ignation of sites. I have always made it clear that the 
ultimate decision, as is stated in the Act, is the Minis-
ter’s, with the advice of the Gaming Commission.  

So I have never said that it is going to be the 
Gaming Commission. When designating sites, it will 
be the Minister. And previously it was after consulta-
tion. We have now increased that to “the advice of.” 
So, that has now made it even more pertinent for the 
Commission to be involved. And not only will the Min-
ister ultimately designate the site, I have to bring that 
designation to this House via an affirmative resolution 
to be approved by Parliament. So, ultimately, it is go-
ing to be this House that will be designating the sites, 
at the end of the day. 

Now, in terms of the last question, the Com-
mission will set its own budget, as it will be a self-
sustaining entity. So, the words “consistent with its 
approved budget” is consistent with budgets that are 
approved by the Ministry of Finance. So that is why 
we took that out, because they will not need the ap-
proval of the Ministry of Finance as they will be setting 
their own budget.  

 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 1 through 6? 
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 Then Member, if you could address the 
amendment please. 
 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 2 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move the following amendment. I would like 
to amend clause 2. Clause 2(a)(i) is amended in the 
substituted paragraph (a) by inserting after the semi-
colon the word “or.”  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So it is just a . . . 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members that would 
like— 
 Thank you. 
 If there are no objections to the amendment, 
as proposed, the amendment to clause 2(a)(i), which 
is to be amended in the substituted paragraph (a) by 
inserting after the semicolon the word “or.” 

If there are no objections . . .  
Agreed to. 
 

[Gavel]  
 
[Amendment to clause 2 passed.] 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would now like to move clauses 7 through 
13. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 7 
through 13 . . . are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. Minister, please pro-
ceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Clause 7 amends section 
23 of the Act to specify a period for the auditing of the 
Commission’s accounts. 

Clause 8 amends section 31 to increase the 
maximum fine for operating a casino without a licence 
to $500,000. 

Clause 9 amends section 33 of the Act to in-
clude and apply the fit and proper test that is set out in 
the Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Laundering and 
Anti-Terrorist Financing Supervision and Enforce-
ment) Act 2008 for the purposes of this Act. 

Clause 10 amends section 39 of the Act re-
garding payment of the fee for the casino licence. 

Clause 11 amends section 47 of the Act to in-
clude a definition of “serious breach.” 

Clause 12 amends section 100 of the Act to 
repeal paragraph (c) to remove the restriction on the 
use of credit cards in a casino. 

Clause 13 amends section 116 of the Act to 
permit records to be kept in any form, including elec-
tronic form. 

 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 7 through 13? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Madam Chairman, I am glad to see that the 
increases for anyone who contravenes subsection (1). 
I am glad to see that. Certainly, as someone might 
say, Well, why are you going from $10,000 to 
$500,000? But I am certainly in agreement with that.  
 All the other clauses are fine. And, of course, 
the Minister will know that I am very happy with the 
repealing of the section 100(1)(c), as we had talked 
about that in detail during the general debate. So, 
otherwise in that, I am fine with the clauses up to 13. 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 7 through 13? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17, Mr. C. Walton D. Brown. You have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Just referring to clause 8. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown:  And just seeking clarification 
from the Minister. The law refers to a summary convic-
tion and where the fine is not greater than $500,000. 
Is the magistrate’s court empowered to give such a 
fine? If not, and if it is in Supreme Court, can you have 
a summary conviction in Supreme Court? I am just 
trying to get clarification on what this means. Because 
I do not know, if summary conviction is possible in 
Supreme Court. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The answer is yes, the 
magistrate’s court has authority to impose this fine. 
Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 7 through 13? 
 No?  

Member, please proceed. 
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 What we are going to do is, at the conclusion, 
since there are revisions, as we go along, or amend-
ments, as we go along in this Bill, we will approve the 
Bill with amendments at the end.  
 So, Minister— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Just one moment. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: A simple question. The Attor-
ney General can help us. But the magistrate’s court 
does not have the jurisdiction to fine a $500,000 fine. I 
am pretty sure about that. I would ask that there be 
some correction, some explanation. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I certainly would defer to 
the Attorney General, if he wanted opine on it, but the 
information I have received . . . and during the drafting 
of it we looked at it, and they do have jurisdiction. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any other Members that 
would like to speak—thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, I know there is a limit on 
the magistrate’s court’s jurisdiction with respect to 
debt collections [and] with respect to prison sentenc-
es, I am not sure there is such a cap on fines. If there 
is a problem, we will certainly undertake to come back 
and sort it out.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clauses 7 through 13? 
 There are no other Members.  
 Minister, if you could just hold on a moment 
because what I failed to do, when we were doing 
clauses 1 through 6, while we approved the amend-
ment to clause 2, we did not approve the clauses 1 
through 6, so I would like at this point in time, so we 
can get ourselves back on track, to approve clauses 1 
through 13, with amendment to clause 2 (which has 
already been approved). 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 There are no objections; agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried. Clauses 1 through 13 passed, as 
amended in clause 2.] 
 
The Chairman: Now we can move on track.  
 Thank you, Members. 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 
 Now, also, I am guided. My intention was to, 
when I got to clause 17, to bring my amendment to 
[clause] 17. Is that appropriate? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Chairman: What we would like to do is go from 
clauses 14 through 16, have them approved after we 
have discussed them, and then we will do [clause] 17 
and make that amendment at that point. If that is in 
agreement with the House?  

Yes? 
 Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You are in charge, Mad-
am Chairman. 
 I would like to move clauses 14 through 16. 
 Clause 14 repeals section 132 of the Act. This 
section will no longer be required because the opera-
tion of casinos will be brought within Bermuda’s exist-
ing AML and ATF regime. 

Clause 15 amends section 135 of the Act to 
refer to “Commission.” 

Clause 16 amends section 196 of the Act 
which relates to regulations. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 14 through 16? 
 There are no Members that would like to 
speak to clauses 14 through 16, so we will— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move clauses . . . have 
you approved clauses 14 through 16? 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 14 
through 16 be approved as printed. Are there any ob-
jections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 14 through 16 passed.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, Madam Chairman, do 
I move clause 17? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So I will move— 
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The Chairman: We have an amendment to clause 
17. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. So I move the new 
clause. After clause 17, insert the following new 
clause, consequential amendments 17A—well, Mad-
am Chairman— 
 
The Chairman: Yes— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: This is [clause]17A, so let 
me do [clause] 17 first. 
 
The Chairman: You do [clause] 17 and then we will 
do— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So clause 17 amends 
Schedule 1 to the Act to further provide for meetings 
of the Commission. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members that would 
like to speak clause 17? 
 There are no Members.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move that we accept 
clause 17. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clause 17 be 
approved as printed. 
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objections.  

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: Clause 17 passed.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now I move— 
 
The Chairman: The amendment. 
 

NEW CLAUSE 17A 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —the amendment. After 
clause, insert the following new clause:  
 Consequential Amendments. “17A The statu-
tory provision set out in the Schedule are amended as 
specified in the Schedule.” 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to the amendment that is adding, after clause 
17, [new] clause 17A?  
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to . . .  
 There are no Members that would like to 
speak to the amendment to [new clause] 17A. 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move that we approve 
[new clause] 17A. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that [new clause] 
17A, the amendment that has been added as a new 
clause under [clause] 17, be approved. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections.  

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: New clause 17A passed.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I now move clause 18. 
 
The Chairman: We have . . . yes, you can move 
clause 18. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And clause— 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to . . . 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Clause 18 provides for 
the commencement of this Act. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members that would 
like to speak to clause 18? 
 There are no Members.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And now I have another 
amendment in relation— 
 
The Chairman: We are going to first of all— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Can we approve clause 
18? 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clause 18 be 
approved as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections.  

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 18 passed.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now I move the amend-
ment to insert Schedule 18B. “After clause 18, insert 
the following Schedule.”  
 I trust Honourable Members have the docu-
ment. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I need 
to . . . as I read the entire consequential amendments, 
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I am guided by you. I can do it in sections or we can 
do it all in one. 
 The Opposition has indicated that they do not 
mind me doing it all at one time. 
 
The Chairman: Then please proceed, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
  
CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS 
 
Amends the Proceeds of Crime Act 1997  
1 (1) Section 42A of the Proceeds of Crime Act 
1997 is amended–  

(a) by inserting the following definitions in the 
appropriate alphabetical order.  

“Bermuda Casino Gaming Commis-
sion” has the meaning given in sec-
tion 6 of the Casino Gaming Act 2014;  
“casino” has the meaning given in 
section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014;  
“casino operator” has the meaning 
given in section 2 of the Casino Gam-
ing Act 2014;  
“patron” has the meaning given in 
section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014; 

(b) in the definition of “supervisory authority” 
by deleting “or” at the end of paragraph 
(a), by inserting “or” after the semicolon in 
paragraph (b) and by inserting after para-
graph (b) the following– 

“(c) In the case of a casino operator, 
the Bermuda Casino Gaming Com-
mission.”  

(2) Section 49 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 
1997 is amended–  

(a) in subsection (4)(a), by deleting the word 
“and” from the end of subparagraph (i), by 
inserting “and” after semicolon in subpar-
agraph (ii), and by inserting after subpar-
agraph (ii) the following—  

“(iii) Casino operators,”;  
(b) by inserting after subsection (4) the fol-

lowing—  
“4A in the application of subsection 
(4) in relation to casino operators, ‘cli-
ent’ means a patron.” 

 
Amends the Anti-Terrorism (Financial and Other 
Measures) Act 2004.  
2 (1) The Anti-Terrorism (Financial and Other 
Measures) Act 2004 is amended in section 2 as fol-
lows by inserting the following definitions in the ap-
propriate alphabetical order—  

“Bermuda Casino Commission” has the 
meaning given in section 6 of the Casino 
Gaming Act 2014.  

“casino” has the meaning given in section 2 of 
the Casino Gaming Act 2014.  
“casino operator” has the meaning given in 
section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 2014.  
“patron” has the meaning given in section 2 of 
the Casino Gaming Act 2014. 
(2) Section 12A of the Anti-Terrorism (Finan-

cial and Other Measures) Act 2004 is amended—  
(a) in subsection (2)(a) by deleting the word 

“and” at the end of subparagraph (i), by 
inserting “and” after the semicolon in sub-
paragraph (ii), and by inserting after sub-
paragraph to the following— 

“(iii) casino operators,”;  
(b) by inserting after subsection to the follow-

ing– 
“(2A) In the application of subsection 
(2) in relation to casino operators ‘cli-
ent’ means a patron.” 

(3) Section 120(2) of the Anti-Terrorism (Fi-
nancial and Other Measures) Act 2004 is repealed 
and the following substituted— 

“(2) In this section ‘supervisory authority’ 
means— 

(a) the Bermuda Monetary Authority 
in relation to persons falling within 
section 12A(2)(a)(i) being persons 
who are licensed, registered or oth-
erwise exempted under any enact-
ment regulating the financial services 
industry.  
(b) a professional body designated by 
the Minister under any enactment in 
relation to relevant persons regulated 
by it; or  
(c) the Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission in relation to casino op-
erators.” 

 
Amends Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Launder-
ing and Anti-Terrorist Financing Supervision and 
Enforcement) Act 2008 
3 (1) The Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Laun-
dering and Anti-Terrorist Financing Supervision and 
Enforcement) Act 2008 is amended in section 2(1)—  

(a) by inserting the following definitions in the 
appropriate alphabetical order.  
“Bermuda Casino Gaming Commission” 
has the meaning given in section 6 of the 
Casino Gaming Act 2014;  
“casino” has the meaning given in section 
2 of the Casino Gaming Act 2014;  
“casino operator” has the meaning given 
in section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014;  

(b) in the definition of “competent authority” 
by deleting the word “or” and substituting 
a comma, and by inserting after FIA, the 
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words “or the Bermuda Gaming Casino 
Commission.”  

(2) Section 3(1) of the Proceeds of Crime (An-
ti-Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing Su-
pervision and Enforcement) Act 2008 is amended—  

(a) by deleting the word “and” at the end of 
paragraph (b);  

(b) in paragraph (c) by inserting after the 
word “profession” the words “other than a 
casino operator”; and  

(c) by asserting after paragraph (c) the fol-
lowing— 

“(d) the Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission for casino operators.”  

(3) Section 6A of the Proceeds of Crime (Anti-
Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing Su-
pervision and Enforcement) Act 2008 is repealed and 
the following is substituted—  

“Competent authorities for regulated non-
financial businesses or professions 

6A(1) The Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission has the functions con-
ferred on it by section 5, and under 
the Casino Gaming Act 2014 in rela-
tion to casino operators.  
(2) The FIA has the functions con-
ferred on it by section 5 in relation to 
regulated non-financial businesses or 
professions other than casino opera-
tors.”  

(4) Section 8(1)(b) of the Proceeds of Crime 
(Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing 
Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2008 is repealed 
and the following is substituted—  

(a) in the case of—  
(i) the Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission casino operators; 
(ii) the FIA, all regulated nonfinancial 
businesses or professions other than 
casino operators.  

(5) Schedule 2 to the Proceeds of Crime (Anti-
Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing Su-
pervision and Enforcement) Act 2008 is amended by 
inserting the following items in Column 1 and Col-
umn 2, respectively.  

 
Column 1: Non-financial 
business or profession 

Required to meet the 
fit and proper test in 
section 11A 

1. Casino operators Yes. 
 

Amendment of Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money 
Laundering and Anti-Terrorist Financing) Regula-
tions 2008.  
4 (1) Regulation 2 of the Proceeds of Crime 
(Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist) Financing 
Regulation 2008 is amended as follows—  

1. in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting the following definitions 

the appropriate alphabetical order.  

“Bermuda Casino Gaming Commis-
sion” has the meaning given in sec-
tion 6 of the Casino Gaming Act 2014;  
“casino” has the meaning given in 
section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014;  
“casino operator” has the meaning 
given in section 2 of the Casino Gam-
ing Act 2014;  
“patron” has the meaning given in 
section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014.  

(ii) by revoking the definition of “supervi-
sory authority” and substituting the 
following—  
“‘Supervisory authority’ means—  

(a) the Bermuda Monetary Au-
thority in relation to relevant per-
sons that are AML/ATF regulated 
financial institutions; 
(b) a professional body designat-
ed by the Minister under any en-
actment in relation to relevant 
persons regulated by it; or  
(c) the Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission in relation to relevant 
persons that are casino opera-
tors;”;  

2. By inserting after paragraph (2) the follow-
ing— 

“(3) For the purposes of these regula-
tions a reference to a customer shall 
be construed as a reference to a pa-
tron in relation to a casino or casino 
operator.” 

 
(2) Regulation 4 of the Proceeds of Crime 

(Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorist) Financing 
Regulation 2008 is amended by deleting the full stop 
at the end of paragraph (b) and inserting a semicolon 
and by inserting after paragraph (b) the following—  

“(c) Casino operators.”  
(3) The Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Laun-

dering and Anti-Terrorist) Financing Regulation 2008 
are amended by inserting after Regulation 8, the fol-
lowing new regulations— 
 

“Casinos: timing of verification of identity of 
patrons.  

8A(1) This regulation applies in respect of 
the duty under Regulation 6(1)(a) and (b) to apply 
the customer due diligence measures referred to 
in regulation 5(a) and (b).  

(2) A casino operator shall establish and 
verify the identity of— 

(a) all patrons to whom the casino 
operator makes facilities for gaming 
available before entry to any casino, 
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premises where such facilities or 
games are provided; and  
(b) if the specified conditions are met, 
all patrons who in the course of any 
period of 24 hours— 

(i) purchase from, or exchange with, 
the casino operator chips with a to-
tal value of $2,000 or more; or  
(ii) paid the casino operator $2,000 
or more for the use of gaming ma-
chines;  

(3) The specified conditions are—  
(a) the casino operator verifies the 
identify of each customer before or 
immediately after such purchase, ex-
change or payment takes place; and  
(b) the Bermuda Casino Gaming 
Commission is satisfied that the casi-
no operator has appropriate proce-
dures in place to monitor and rec-
ord—  

(i) the total value of chips pur-
chased from or exchanged with the 
casino operator; or  
(ii) the total money paid for the use 
of gaming machines. 

(4) In this regulation—  
“casino premises” has the meaning given 
in section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014.  
“gaming machine” has the meaning given 
by section 2 of the Casino Gaming Act 
2014. 

 
Casinos: patron accounts.  

 
8B(1) A casino operator shall not open or 

maintain any anonymous patron account or any 
patron account in the name of a person other than 
the patron (whether such name is of a person liv-
ing or dead, or of a fictitious person).  

(2) A casino operator shall establish the 
identity of each patron who opens a patron ac-
count with the casino operator in accordance with 
this regulation and a system of internal controls.  

(3) Paragraphs (4), (5) and (6) apply in 
respect to the duty under regulation 6(1)(a) and 
(b) to apply the customer due diligence measures 
referred to regulation 5(a) and 5(b).  

(4) Before opening a patron account, a 
special employee authorised by the casino opera-
tor to do so, shall obtain and record, at the mini-
mum, all of the following information— 

(a) the patron’s identifying infor-
mation and signature;  

(b) the date the patron account is 
opened; 

(c) the amount of the initial deposit 
into the patron account (including they 

type of foreign currency and conversion 
rate, if applicable);  

(d) the type and purpose of the pa-
tron account;  

(e) the name and signature of the 
special employee who approved the 
opening of the patron account.  
(5) Where a deposit of $2,000 or more in 

a single transaction (other than the initial deposit 
in the patron account) is made into a patron ac-
count, the casino operator shall— 

(a) establish the identity of the per-
son making the deposit; and  
(b) where the deposit is made in per-
son— 

(i) record the identifying infor-
mation of the person making the 
deposit; and  
(ii) verify his identity using reliable 
and independent sources.  

(6) For the purpose of paragraph (5), a 
single transaction includes a transaction that is 
carried out in two or more operations that appear 
to be linked.  

(7) The casino operator shall, in addition, 
keep the following records in respect of every de-
posit referred to in paragraph (5)—  

(a) the date of the deposit;  
(b) the amount of the deposit;  
(c) the details of the patron account 
into which the deposit was made;  
(d) the identifying information of the 
patron; 
(e) the type of instrument by which 
the deposit is made, or whether the 
deposit is made in cash or chips;  
(f) the name of the issuer of the in-
strument, if any;  
(g) all reference numbers (including 
the number of any cheque, bank draft, 
money order, or other instrument); 
and  
(h) the name and special employee 
licence number of the authorised em-
ployee who carried out the transac-
tion.  

 
Casinos: prohibited transactions  

8C(1). For the purpose of preventing any 
transaction which may be connected with or may 
facilitate money laundering, the financing of terror-
ism or the financing of proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, the following transactions shall 
be prohibited— 

(a) any transaction by a casino oper-
ator with a patron involving the con-
version of money from one form to 
another without being used for gam-
ing including— 
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(i) the receipt of cash for transmit-
tal of all or part of that sum 
through telegraphic transfer for or 
on behalf of a patron;  
(ii) cash payments made to or on 
behalf of a patron of funds re-
ceived through electronic trans-
fers; and  
(iii) the cashing of cheques or 
other negotiable instruments;  

(b) any receipt by a casino operator 
of money the purpose for ownership 
of which cannot be ascertained within 
a period of 7 days from the date of re-
ceipt;  
(c) any transaction including the 
opening of a patron account which the 
casino operator has reasonable 
grounds to suspect—  

(i) is for the purpose of dealing in 
the proceeds of any relevant of-
fence;  
(ii) is a cash transaction that uses 
the proceeds of any relevant of-
fence, or  
(iii) involves the custody or control 
of any funds or other assets that 
are the proceeds of any relevant 
offence.  

(2) In this regulation, “relevant offence” 
has the meaning given in section 3 of the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Act 1997.  

 
4 Paragraphs (2)(a) and (4) of regulation 15 of 
the Proceeds of Crime (Anti-Money Laundering and 
Anti-Terrorist) Financing Regulations 2008 are 
amended by inserting after words “regulation 6” 
“8B(7).”  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to [clause] 18B, which was the inclusion of the 
Schedule? 
 Are there any Members that would like to 
speak to . . . Thank you. The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Certainly, the Minister did give these to me 
yesterday and I had a good read, so I did not have 
any problems at all with them. We did have a discus-
sion on the purchase from, or exchange with, the ca-
sino operator chips with the total value of $2,000. And 
I guess we are going to stick with that number of 
$2,000, which is in [Regulation] 8[A](2)(b)(ii). 
 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, I think the Honoura-
ble Member is just merging a few things.  
 We had a private conversation about chips 
leaving the casino. And that is not in this amendment. 
That is why I was discussing with you, that may come. 
That is going to come. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, no, no. That is going 
to come.  But what we established here was the 
threshold in terms of what would trigger certain things. 
So it is a $2,000 threshold for deposits and the like. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the insertion of [clause] 18B?  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Just one question for the Minister with regard 
to the ID verification. There is nothing set out here 
which speaks to what are acceptable forms of ID veri-
fication. I am just wondering if that is laid out in the 
actual anti-money laundering legislation or is there 
something that is going to be put in place? Because it 
says here that the casino has to verify identification. I 
was wondering what protocols are in place to ensure 
that there is a higher standard than the casino itself 
verifying those IDs. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, just so I am clear, 
you are saying, What form of identification is re-
quired? In relation to, I guess, opening up an account 
and the like, based on what we just went through.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes.  
 I am advised that it may be stated in the Act. 
Clearly, we are talking about photo identification, but 
let me clarify if it is actually stated somewhere. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: If I may, Madam Chair-
man— 
 
The Chairman: Yes.  
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Protocol is normally a 
passport. Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. And I think that was in 
the principal Act too, the identification, and also the 
age. The age was in the principal Act as well. Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Just a question on the pa-
tron accounts. I tell you what, Minister, for ease of ref-
erence, page 10, with regard to patron accounts. “[(5)] 
Where a deposit of $2,000 or more in a single trans-
action (other than the initial deposit in the patron ac-
count) is made into a patron account, the casino op-
erator shall—(a) establish the identity of the person 
making a deposit; and (b) where the deposit is made 
in person—(i) record the identifying information of the 
person making the deposit; and (ii) verify his identity 
using reliable or independent sources.”  

With regard to the using “reliable or inde-
pendent sources” I was just wondering what those 
might be. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 There is a normal process that the due dili-
gence will take place. So there are certain entities that 
would vet, like how we will vet individuals who are ap-
plying for specific licences. I cannot say specifically 
what they will use in terms of their matrix, in terms of 
what they deem to be satisfactory, but it is going to be 
the same process that you will find the BMA [Bermuda 
Monetary Authority] using when they vet various li-
cences, and the like. So this is all in line with normal 
due diligence, normal vetting. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 And on that same point, Minister, where a 
deposit of $2,000 or more in a single transaction . . . 
now, just because, you know, we know how history is, 
and my question would be . . . it is a deposit of $2,000 
or more. Now suppose someone wants to make sev-
eral deposits, maybe 10 or 12 over a given period, of 
maybe $1,500 or $1,800, would they . . . because it 
says here for $2,000 or more?  

And you know, there was a situation (I am 
sure you have heard of it, being a learned Member) 
where people were using (sort of) Western Union to 
send out many small amounts of money out of the 
Island for illegal activities. So my question is, What 
happens if . . . is anything going to be in place where if 
one particular person makes several deposits, or nu-
merous deposits, or many deposits just under that 
$2,000 threshold, will there be any sort of alarms or 
bells put in place so that we can have these people 
identified and maybe bring them in for a chat? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. 
 If the Honourable Member would just go down 
to [Regulation] 6, on that same page, it says “For the 
purpose of paragraph (5), a single transaction in-
cludes a transaction is carried out in two or more op-
erations that appear to be linked.”  

So that is trying to catch the scenario that you 
just highlighted. And even if it was, I mean, also, put-
ting that aside, what you defined just now would fall 
under suspicious activity in any event. So that is al-
ready captured. So if there is suspicious activity that 
would lead the individuals in the casino to suspect that 
there may be some money laundering or something 
going on, they can report that, but subsection (6) 
catches the scenario you just articulated.  
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to clause 18B?  
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Chairman: Are there any other Members that 
would like to speak to clause 18B? 
 If there are no other Members . . . Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I move clause 18B. 
 
The Chairman: Which is the Schedule. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Which is the Schedule. 
 
The Chairman: So it has been moved that clause 
18B, the Schedule, be approved as printed.  
 Any objections to that motion? 
 No objections; agreed to. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[Motion carried: New clause 18B passed.] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

I would like to thank Honourable Members for 
their participation. I would like to thank the Shadow 
Minister for getting up to speed very quickly on this. I 
do appreciate that. I brought the amendments to him 
late in the day. I would also like to thank Ms. Lorraine 
Welch, and her team, who has worked very hard un-
der some very pressurised circumstances. I am very 
grateful for their hard work. 

Now I would like to move the clauses, as 
amended. 

The Chairman: We have already— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We have done that? 

The Chairman: —done that. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. 
So I should move the Preamble? 

The Chairman: Yes, you should. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move the Preamble. 

The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved.  

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objections; agreed to. 

[Gavel] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I 
move that the Bill be reported to the House. 

The Chairman: It has been moved— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: As amended. 

The Chairman: That the Bill be reported to the House 
as amended. 

Are there any objections to that motion? 
No objections; agreed to. 

[Gavel] 

[Motion carried: The Casino Gaming Amendment Act 
2015 was considered by a Committee of the whole 
House and passed with amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 7:41 pm 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 

CASINO GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
The Casino Gaming Amendment Act 2015, 

second reading, has been approved with amendments 
[in Committee]. 

Any objections to that? There are none. 
I am told that Orders No. 9 through 15 are 

carried over. We move to Order No. 16. And as we 
move to Order No. 16, I am going to ask that the 
House be adjourned for five minutes, and the Deputy 
Speaker will take the Chair. 

Honourable Members— 

[Crosstalk] 

The Speaker: We are adjourning for five minutes. 

[Gavel] 

Proceedings suspended at 7:42 pm 

Proceedings resumed at 7:53 pm 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
We resume. We are on [Order] No. 16. 
I call on the Member from . . . sorry? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Deputy Speaker: You cannot hear me? 
Thank you. Thank you very much, Members. 
We move to Order No. 16 on our Order Pa-

per. I call on the Member from constituency 36. 
Member?  

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
thank you. 

The censure motion— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, let me just remind 
everyone, that as the first speaker you will have 60 
minutes and then it will be followed. 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: That is right. 

The Deputy Speaker: But if you could please read 
the motion? 

MOTION 

CENSURE MOTION—THE SPEAKER 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. 
The censure motion against the Speaker, 

Madam Deputy Speaker, is on two planes. The motion 
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is specific to the events of the 13th of March, on one 
plane. But the motion is also symptomatic. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, Member, before you start, 
if you could read the motion as it is laid out on the 
[Order] Paper, please. And then you can go in. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: All right.  
 The events and charge against the Speaker 
are set out in this motion— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, Member.  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —in my name.— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
these kinds of interruptions are going to make the 
whole debate— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well, Member, this is what I am 
looking for: The motion, and then read the motion as it 
is written on the [Order] Paper. And then proceed. Is 
that all right? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, because I have a way of 
dealing with my motion. Now, I will read the motion, 
but I would appreciate that we not have this debate 
controlled, so that we have the very best possible de-
bate today. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, you can have the 
best debate within 60 minutes. 
 Will you please begin by reading the motion 
as it is laid on the [Order] Paper? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The motion is as follows: 

“That this Honourable House censures the 
Member for Southampton West and Speaker of the 
House the Hon. K. R. H. Horton, J.P. M.P. for:- Bring-
ing the democracy of these Islands of Bermuda and 
its Parliament into disrepute, by his misconduct of 
suppressing debate in the House of Assembly, on an 
amendment to an Opposition motion, of public im-
portance, and in breach of basic tenets of parliamen-
tary procedure;  

“a) Bringing Parliament into disrepute, by his 
misconduct of refusing to both acknowledge and take 
a point of Order and refusing to allow and hear a point 
of Privilege by the Member for Pembroke West Cen-
tral,” [who sits to my left] “who rose on a point of Privi-
lege, in breach of the Standing Orders of the House, 
numbers 11 (3) (a) and 13 (1) as read with 21 (1)(i);  

“b) Bringing the Parliament into disrepute, by 
the misuse and abuse of his authority as Speaker, by 
ejecting the member for Pembroke West Central im-
mediately after the Member rose on a point of Privi-

lege without any lawful [authority] or justifiable 
grounds to eject the Member;  

“Displaying a woeful ignorance and lack of 
understanding of the Standing Orders of the House of 
Assembly and basic Parliamentary procedure thereby 
bringing the Parliament into disrepute;” 
 The last element of the motion, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker, is what I will refer to an “omnibus” clause 
in the motion that goes to the whole question of bring-
ing the Parliament into disrepute and not serving the 
public interest, if I may put it that way. 
 The censure motion, in and of itself, against 
this Speaker, is on two planes. The motion, of course, 
is specific to the events of March 13th of this year, as 
set out in the motion that I have just read. But the mo-
tion is also symptomatic of the failure by this Speaker 
to both control and manage the affairs of this Parlia-
ment over time, so that we have the ability to repose 
confidence in the ability of the Speaker to carry out 
the mandate of this House, which is the House of 
Representatives for the people of Bermuda.  
 It is a minimum expectation of all right-thinking 
Members of this Legislature that this House should be 
both managed and administered in a way that ensures 
that our job, our role, as the representatives of the 
people of this country, is carried out with competence. 
If the competence disappears, respect for the whole 
process disappears. Respect for the Speaker disap-
pears.  

And so, it is in this sense that the motion that I 
have just read in my name is a culmination of a num-
ber of egregious events that have been receiving the 
scrutiny of this House since the life of the OBA Gov-
ernment has proceeded in this House, including 
breaching of the rules of Parliament, misleading Par-
liament by Members of the OBA Government by Min-
isters, breaching of the Ministerial Code, the Jetgate 
debacle, the resident— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That Honourable and Learned 
Member is obviously using this in a cheap attempt to 
[impute] improper motives to Members of the OBA 
Government. It has nothing to do with this motion 
whatsoever. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Under 
[Standing Order] 19(11), as we are being specific— 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
have that rule.  
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The Deputy Speaker: Perfect. I am sure you do. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And it is not going to influence 
what I need to say to this House.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. The mo-
tion that will be discussed, which I look forward to 
hearing, will be specific to the motion as laid out in 
front of us which was one of the reasons why I asked 
you to read it out. 
 Please proceed, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
read the motion and I refer to it in my last statement to 
the “omnibus” element of the motion. That element is 
set out in two aspects. The first is that the Speaker of 
the House is censured for bringing the democracy of 
these Islands, of Bermuda and its Parliament, into 
disrepute, and displaying a wilful ignorance and lack 
of understanding of the Standing Orders of the House 
of Assembly and basic parliamentary procedure, 
thereby bringing the Parliament into disrepute. 
 Now, these complaints, this parliamentary 
complaint that is contained in my motion—an example 
of which were the events of March 15th—is but an ex-
ample, but I am entitled to say that it, and I said it—is 
symptomatic of a system and trend of the controlling 
management of the House by the Speaker. This mo-
tion has its basis not just in the events of Friday the 
13th, but what drove us to lay a motion was not just the 
events of Friday the 13th, but an accumulation of the 
Speaker's behaviour—misbehaviour—over the entire 
sessions of the OBA Government, and I am entitled to 
make that— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Depu-
ty. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member—the Chair recognises 
the Attorney General. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable and Learned 
Member is obviously saying he would have liked to  
have tabled a different motion. But the motion he has 
tabled relates to the Speaker's behaviour on the 13th 
of March and on no other occasion. That is what we 
are here to debate. It is not an omnibus motion. It is a 
very specific motion which he chose to table. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member . . . and 
Members— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. I would like to 
again clarify, to go a little further from your intro, and I 
really do not want to interfere with your presentation, 
Member, but I would— 

Member, you were right. Would you like to 
have a seat? 
 Thank you. 

In order for us to have a proper debate it can 
only be on the motion. And while I have no input into 
how the wording of that motion was laid, we do need 
to continue with the sentence "bringing Parliament into 
disrepute, by his misconduct of refusing to both 
acknowledge and take a point of Order and refusing to 
allow and hear a point of Privilege by the Member for 
Pembroke West Central, who rose on a point of Privi-
lege, in breach of . . ." and the motion is specific as it 
speaks to Standing Orders of the House and is specif-
ic as to what that breach was. 
 Thank you, Member. 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Please proceed. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, if I could help . . . if 
you could speak to (and I am sure you will) the mis-
conduct of suppressing the debate in the House of 
Assembly on that particular motion and how that af-
fected— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from—if you can just give me a minute—
constituency 18. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, if I may just repeat 
the closing paragraph of the motion again. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Because you keep on directing 
and asking the Honourable and Learned Member, 
who I am sure is aware of the Standing Orders. The 
closing part of the motion says: "Displaying a woeful 
ignorance and lack of understanding of Standing Or-
ders of the House of Assembly and basic Parliamen-
tary procedure thereby bringing the Parliament into 
disrepute."  

Therefore, it is broad, and he is being able to 
tackle those issues. It tackles specific items and also 
broad items, and I think the Learned Member should 
be aware. And I think it should not be directed to spe-
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cific things because he understands the motion of 
which he has laid. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you, Member, for your guidance. I have actually al-
ready mentioned that we are going to discuss the be-
haviour and the actions of what happened as per the 
motion that has been laid. 
 Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I think we can also approach this question by 
going through the facts which have been captured in 
the Hansard 1. And for members of the public who are 
listening it occurs from I think it is page 1643 through 
to 1650. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Now, this censure motion 
against the Speaker of this House began in relation to 
a motion that was being piloted and led by the Mem-
ber for constituency 17, the Honourable Member Mr. 
Brown, who took objection to an amendment made to 
his motion by the Honourable and Learned Attorney 
General. It drove a debate as to whether it was a 
proper amendment that—by the Attorney General to 
make an amendment—was a direct negative of the 
motion of Mr. Brown. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, Member—your point of 
order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Learned 
Member is misleading the House. My amendment 
would turn the motion into a take note motion, but it 
did not negative his motion at all. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I would like to men-
tion that the motion before us is not about the 
amendment. It is not about the amendment whether it 
was going to cause it to be a negative or a positive. It 
is about the inability to be able to discuss the amend-
ment.  
 Thank you.  

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 

                                                      
1 Official Hansard Report, 13 March 2015 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: It was, as the Learned Attor-
ney said . . . his motion sought to make an action mo-
tion, as the Leader of the Opposition complained, into 
a talking motion. And we took . . . I do not mind 
whether the Learned Attorney [General] makes this 
gloss, but it drove considerable debate and objection 
from these benches and it was the basis on which, 
ultimately, front bench spokesman for the Opposition 
for Finance, who generally understands and is fastidi-
ous about his understanding of the [Standing Orders] 
of this House, rose to make the point that that 
amendment had to be debated.  

It ultimately led to the egregious [and] errone-
ous decision by the Speaker to eject him—the egre-
gious and erroneous decision by the Speaker to mis-
quote the [Standing Orders]— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is? 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I suspect that the Member is 
misleading the House. I see no evidence that the 
Honourable Member was ever ejected. He was ex-
pecting to be ejected and he left of his own volition. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 36. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The debate—shall I wait? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The debate had heated up by 
[page] 1650 of the Hansard to the point where my 
Honourable and Learned colleague, Ms. Kim Wilson, 
Shadow spokesman for Health, had drawn to the 
Speaker's attention in these terms and with your per-
mission I will read it— 
 “Before I proceed,” (this is Ms. Kim Wilson) 
“because I would like to speak with you concerning 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Hansard/House_of_Assembly/Hansard_by_Session_Date/15%20OHR%2013%20March%202015%20pp%201573-1654.pdf
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the amendment and the proposition being a negative, 
but there is a proposition in May’s, and I am reading 
from the most recent edition at page 397 . . .  

“It speaks to: ‘An amendment . . . in a subsidi-
ary motion moved in the course of debate upon an-
other motion which interposes a new cycle of debate 
and decision between the proposal and decision of 
the main motion in question, . . . ’  

“Therefore, according to May’s,” said the 
Shadow Minister, “precedent has been established 
. . . that allows for us to continue to debate on the 
amendment that is currently on the floor. So, with the 
greatest of respect, Mr. Speaker, to indicate that MP 
Burt was the last person able to speak—“ 
 It is fair to say that that was  proved by Ms. 
Wilson drawing the Speaker's attention to the rule in 
our own Standing Orders that indicates that an 
amendment cannot become a direct negative of the 
motion that is under consideration, and the Speaker . . 
. this was how the Speaker began to hesitate and 
then, not only did he hesitate, the following [meeting] 
the Speaker failed to put the matter as an apology or 
a recanting of his position, but he essentially admitted 
that he was in error in hastening the debate on the 
13th of March to a vote without allowing the debate. So 
there was a confession, or an admission, to misapply-
ing the rules on that occasion by the Speaker. 
 It is important for the confidence of all Hon-
ourable Members of this House to have the reasona-
ble expectation that a Speaker of the House will apply 
the rules of this House competently, even-handedly. It 
is a reasonable expectation that the Speaker of our 
House will display a level of independence so that the 
House can respect the Speaker. The Speaker must 
be respected by both sides of the House. It is in this 
context that I do not seek to posit my remarks on the 
motion to the events of the 13th. I am able to refer to 
the Opposition's. The Opposition has been fully en-
gaged since the beginning of this Government with 
the misbehaviour of the Speaker of this House on 
matters that we have scrutinised and have had to 
scrutinise as matters of grave concern that ought to 
be of grave concern to every one of us in this House.  
 So this is why I submit that it is systematic 
and symptomatic of this Speaker's misbehaviour. It is 
not an isolated misapplication of the rules or an even-
handed set judgment coming from the Speaker. I 
mean, it was really remarkable that the Shadow Fi-
nance Minister would be asked—ordered—to leave 
these confines without any legal or parliamentary rule, 
justification, or basis. Just remarkably terrible for the 
Speaker to do this. It begs the following question: 
What is at the basis of the Speaker’s misbehaviour—
this mismanagement? What is at the basis of it? I 
think we are entitled—we are duty-bound—to pose 
that question and provide an answer to it.  
 The background to this issue was raised by 
the Honourable and Learned Member who I believe 
will stand and respond to my remarks. He has ob-

served to me privately that he has never seen such 
antagonism between Members of the Government 
and Members of the Opposition. He was lamenting 
this fact. What is the reason why there has been this 
level of frustration? Part of it has been (in my submis-
sion) the mismanagement and failure of the Speaker 
of the House to deal adequately with the matters that 
have been scrutinised in this House by the Opposition 
that includes both Jetgate and ends with, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, it ends with an allegation against two 
sitting Ministers and an MP that they have offered 
bribes to a citizen of this country. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, that is hearsay, and 
unfortunately we are not in a court of law.— 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: It is not hearsay! It is not 
hearsay! It is a statement— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency—sorry— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: [Constituency] 9. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —[Constituency] 9, thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

Obviously, the Honourable and Learned 
Member is not speaking to the motion. But in addition 
to that he is obviously also [imputing] improper mo-
tives on people in this House, other than the Speaker, 
against whom the substantive motion is faced, and 
that is not allowed under the rules of our House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Member, if you could really stick to the motion 
that you have laid that would be really helpful for me. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I prefaced my basis for that 
statement on the fact that the general concern of this 
Speaker's behaviour is not confined to the events that 
are set out in my motion. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: We are bound to ask the 
question when examining in my motion the Speaker's 
bringing of this House into disrepute the history of his 
other failures. This is just basic. This is a fundamental 
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tenant of debate. This is a fundamental inquiry into the 
Speaker's misbehaviour and it should be a concern for 
all of us and it should not be suppressed. 
 So, far from [imputing] improper motive or 
improper behaviour to either the two Ministers of this 
House and the Member of this House, I am reporting 
what is in the public domain that has driven the need 
for an inquiry and an investigation— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, have a seat 
just for a second. 

An inquiry and an investigation would be into 
a court of law. This is not a court of law. This is the 
House of Assembly. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, you 
know— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
hope that you do not fall into the same error— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —of misapplying the rules of 
the House. What you just said was fundamentally in 
error—I say with the greatest of respect. There is a 
distinction between what the process of . . . the judi-
cial process and the powers and privileges of the 
House.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Then if we would stick to the 
motion that we have, . . . I am going to help, if the 
Member would like to take a seat. 

I am going to help because we did some re-
search specifically on censure motions— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Clerks of the House, thank 
you very much. 
 Just so that I could see if a precedent had 
been set and how wording of motions went. And, quite 
frankly, they were specific, and I do not want to eat up 
the time from the Member, so I am not going to elabo-
rate on it any further. But it is easier to stick to the mo-
tion that is laid out. And if we are going to . . . it would 
be very helpful not to bring anything outside into the 
motion that we have. 
 Thank you very much, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: We state in the motion that 
the Speaker of the House brought the democracy of 
these Islands and its parliament into disrepute by his 
misconduct of suppressing the debate in the House of 
Assembly on an amendment to an Opposition motion 
of public importance. Can I justify and bring the facts 
that support that? Certainly, the Honourable Member 

for Pembroke Central, constituency 36 [sic], had 
raised— 
 
An Hon. Member: [Constituency] 36? That is your 
constituency. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, Mr. Brown, [constituen-
cy] 17. 

[He] had raised in his motion the whole issue 
about immigration reform and the need for it—a mat-
ter which he properly described as of great public im-
portance. Not only was it of public importance but he 
handily set out the history of it and why it was of public 
importance and why he felt that a joint select commit-
tee ought to examine this question first and finally so 
that we turn a nightmare into a reasonable dream. 
 The Speaker heard the Learned Attorney 
General's amendment to turn this into a take note mo-
tion, and studiedly, persistently and irrationally, 
pushed this House to move to a debate, a matter for 
which he later confessed in a public statement was ill-
advised. I will read it from the paper if I have to. So 
that was the supressing of the debate as well, which is 
the other element of my motion by his misconduct of 
supressing debate in the House of Assembly.  

This relates to the cause by the Shadow Min-
ister of Health, the call primarily by the Shadow Minis-
ter of Finance, that we must be allowed to take on the 
Learned Attorney General's amendment to turn an 
action debate on a matter of considerable public im-
portance into a talking debate—where nothing would 
happen; we would have taken note.  

Whilst we all recognise that that procedure is 
typical and common to remove from the Government 
further scrutiny or an obligation to act at the instance 
of the Opposition—we recognise it and we have done 
it. Just like we have been debating on this whole 
question of public interest, that kind of reversal 
amendment may be okay for some non-important mo-
tion or Bill. But in cases of matters of national im-
portance it is important that there be what the Speaker 
later confessed ought to have been and have taken 
place—a debate so that we hear (and on this occa-
sion heard) from the Opposition as to why this very 
sensible joint selection committee call ought not to be 
neutered into a take note motion.  
 We cannot have a Speaker of the House sup-
pressing debate. That is a basic tenet. We cannot 
have that. We ought not to have it. I say we cannot. I 
say it is completely disallowed. We cannot have it be-
cause it breaches the rules and tenets of our Standing 
Orders. It sets a wildly unacceptable precedent.  

We are setting a precedent today that we 
have caused the Speaker of this House to leave the 
Throne of the Speaker and have us exposed in this 
House with its great history. As you look at the 
Speakers' Gallery of portraits, we have never had the 
need to censure a Speaker. We have now gone to a 
new low and we have joined parliaments elsewhere 
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where this has happened. But up until now our mother 
parliament, the House of Westminster, the father of 
democracy, India, that parliament, they have never 
had a Speaker censured. We have now dropped to a 
new low because the Speaker—not because of this 
one event on the 13th but over the entire period of his 
Speakership in terms of managing controversies in 
this House which we have been giving scrutiny to, 
including the Government giving scrutiny to—he has 
demonstrated a woeful, woeful lack of independence, 
of management and control; a lack of understanding 
and competence in understanding the application of 
the rules.  

There has been citing of rules, as happened 
in this case the Speaker referred to a rule that he was 
basing his ruling upon which we were able to point out 
was inept and inapplicable and we had to cite the cor-
rect rules. This brings our House into disrepute. This 
undermines the democracy of Bermuda that the 
Chairman of the House, the Speaker of the House, is 
not in full control of its processes and procedures, and 
the precedent is so dangerous that it threatens the 
very democracy of Bermuda.  

There is an absolute responsibility by the 
Government, and certainly the Opposition—the Oppo-
sition claims its duty to discharge it by pointing out the 
wrong, pointing out the problem. “Bringing Parliament 
into disrepute” at (a) of my motion—“bringing Parlia-
ment into disrepute, by his misconduct of refusing to 
both acknowledge and take a point of Order and re-
fusing to . . . hear a point of Privilege by the member 
for Pembroke West Central,” [David Burt], “who rose 
on a point of Privilege, in breach of the Standing Or-
ders of the House, numbers 11(3)a and 13(1) as read 
with 21(i).”  

Those rules are very plain and direct. When a 
Member rises on a point of order—and this is where 
the Speaker had to admit his wrong—it must be 
heard. The point of orders must be heard. That is the 
first instance of bringing the House into disrepute be-
cause the Speaker refused to take a point of order. 
When you rise on a point of privilege—again, that rule 
is fundamental and clear. Rising on points of privilege 
have to be acknowledged and you can rise on points 
of privilege without notice because it is an exception 
to [Standing] Rule 21(i). That is a case where you do 
not need to give notice to the House. 
 So much was happening during that lamenta-
ble Friday from the actions of the Speaker and the 
misbehaviour of the Speaker that it offended dozens 
of our rules—well, it offended a number of our rules, 
[that] were called into play. They were engaged and it 
left us all breathless as to why this was happening 
and why the Speaker was doing this. It poses another 
question: Without the censure motion will the Speaker 
do it in the future?  

Here is another point: These events that I 
have just referred to and as captured in Hansard are 
not disputed. They are there in Hansard for all to see. 

As I indicated, the Speaker gainsaid my complaint or 
the complaint of my motion the following session by 
admitting that he ought not to have rushed the House 
to a vote in the face of the Shadow Finance Minister's 
call for a debate. So, the facts on which the motion is 
based are undisputed.  
 In the motion (b) “Bringing the Parliament into 
disrepute, by the misuse and abuse of his authority” 
[as Speaker] “by ejecting the Member for Pembroke 
West Central immediately after the Member rose on a 
point of Privilege . . .” I regard as an ejectment by the 
Speaker, these words. I will do it from memory— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have the Hansard copy 
there, right? You can read it. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: [Page] 1652 of Hansard: "I 
rise," (said Mr. E. David Burt,) "on a question of privi-
lege." 
 

“The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 
“[General uproar] 
 
“The Speaker: You know, we really need to . . . we real-
ly need . . . 
 
“[Inaudible interjections] 
 
“The Speaker: Honourable Member, . . . 
 Mr. Fox, Honourable Member Burt—” 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: That was the clearest indica-
tion that the Speaker was directing the Sergeant-at-
Arms, Mr. Fox, to deal with Mr. Burt. I do not think 
there is any doubt about what the Speaker was indi-
cating. [I continue:] 
 

“Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker! Mr. Speaker! 
 
“The Speaker: Honourable Member Burt. Mr. Fox, Hon-
ourable Member Burt. 
 Mr. Fox, Honourable Member Burt. 
 
“Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, we are parliamen-
tarians. We are just trying to get clarity on the law. 
 
“The Speaker: Honourable Member! Parliamentary— 
 
“Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My Deputy has not done any-
thing wrong for him to be removed from the House.” 

 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And he was right! And proven 
right. [I continue:] 
 

“The Speaker: Parliamentarian Burt. 
 
“Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, if that’s the case we’re all 
going. The House is in disrepute, Mr. Speaker!”  

 
[Pause] 
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: That represents the point 
where the debate was most hot. It represents the 
point in my motion that I just read which is that the 
Speaker abused his authority and misapplied his 
powers based on erroneous understanding of the laws 
by himself and sought to eject an Honourable Member 
from the House.  
 Finally, (c) “Displaying a woeful ignorance and 
lack of understanding of Standing Orders of the 
House of Assembly and basic Parliamentary proce-
dure thereby bringing the Parliament into disrepute.”  
 In general terms, Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Speaker of a House of Assembly and of any parlia-
ment is to be respected. But can you have a Speaker 
respected who has behaved in this fashion? Not just 
on this occasion . . . it is so clear that we have been 
watching this movie unfold as we are bound to as is 
unavoidable. We sit on the Opposition benches. We 
watch the motion, the mannerisms, the tone that is set 
by the Speaker, his use of the gavel against Members 
of the Opposition. A great concern is the level of cosy 
advice that occurs between the Premier and the At-
torney General— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —going into the Chambers of 
the Speaker so many times, so many times—  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —that the point of independ-
ence of the Speaker is called into question.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a point of order. 

Member, if you could just have a seat. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker:  The Chair recognises the 
Member from—I cannot hear! We have done so 
well—the Chair recognises the Member from constitu-
ency 9. 
 Thank you very much. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Honourable and Learned Member is misleading the 
House. I am sure the record will show that the chaps 
on the other side on the Speaker's— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Honourable Members are 
there much more often than we are. 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: That was not a serious inter-
vention. I am not seeking to cast aspersions on the 
Government on this point. I am being very serious.  

I have been in this House since 2004 and 
watched Dame Jennifer as Premier, Mr. Alex Scott as 
Premier, Dr. Ewart Brown as Premier, and Ms. Paula 
Cox as Premier. I preface my remarks this way: The 
Speaker has to maintain a level of independence. He 
came from the PLP caucus, but once he became the 
Speaker of the House—and he became the Speaker 
of the House in a manner that caused this Opposition 
concern (but be that as it may)—once he becomes the 
Speaker and sits in that seat he is duty-bound to dis-
play a level of independence of the way that he— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, I would prefer not to 
hear any noise. I would just rather concentrate and 
focus on the Member who has the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: A level of independence be-
cause this is so critical to the respect that inures to the 
Speaker. It is concerning. It is certainly concerning to 
me to see confabs and locking into behind those 
doors of our very Premier and the Attorney General. 
The Attorney General is the advisor to the Govern-
ment. The Premier is the Leader of this Government 
and this party— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: But on points of . . . when the 
heat and the temperature of this House has gone up 
and the Speaker's rulings, or decisions, have been not 
only scrutinised but questions have been raised by 
this Opposition on points far too numerous to mention, 
when the matter is reaching a critical point or a boiling 
point, the Speaker often has had to adjourn the 
House. And we thought most Speakers, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, when faced with a difficulty will . . . Mad-
am Clerk is his lawyer. That is who he consults. Or he 
goes into his Chamber and he consults May's, or he 
familiarises himself with some other document to help 
him. But it is so unseemly because it calls into ques-
tion the independence of the Speaker that the 
Learned Attorney [and] the Premier go in. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. All right. I am sorry. 

These are concerns. And if I can mention 
these kinds of concerns how much more can we on 
the Opposition benches . . . but they are seen by the 
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Government as well and they are honoured in the 
breach. Nothing is said. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I indicated that there 
was what I am calling “Shawn's lament”—I say that 
with no disrespect to the Honourable and Learned 
Member and Minister of Tourism—when he said that 
he has never seen the level of antagonism as he has 
seen in these sessions. I am here to advise the Minis-
ter that he is completely, and ought to be completely, 
aware as to why there is so much antagonism, why 
there is so much frustration.  

You are a front bench Minister. You would 
have been the first to know as to how the Speaker's 
elevation to the Speakership would have caused anx-
iety, concern, suspicion on the part of yourself (be-
cause you are an Honourable and Learned Member). 
If you set up a matter as important as the election of 
the Speaker and connect to it controversy, eventually 
all of us in the House are going to work it out. It will 
reside as speculation to begin with. It will reside with 
suspicions. It will reside in the area of questions being 
asked. And one day the suspicions will either be con-
firmed or they will be disproved.  

But the suspicions and concerns will be there. 
They will be there, and the Honourable and Learned 
Member and Minister of Tourism rightfully notices the 
tone. And I am advising the Minister . . . not that he 
needs my advice because I think if he gave it a mo-
ment's thought he would work out that if it began 
wrong it will end wrong.  
 I know that all of the ins and outs of the Gov-
ernment . . . Ministers have the first dibs on this. They 
get the first advice from the Premier on these matters. 
This is yet another, in terms of my motion, this kind of 
speculation about the Speaker and his independence 
is part of my complaint about Parliament being 
brought into disrepute and democracy being brought 
into disrepute. 
 It ought not be. It should be avoided because 
this kind of diversion or distraction does just that. It 
leads to an improper—it makes impure our debate 
because it is a distraction. It makes impure our man-
aging policy that is good policy for the people of this 
country. It makes impure our relationships—one with 
the other across the aisles. It even taxes the staff of 
the House. It taxes the staff of the House.  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, it does. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: It goes across so many im-
portant points of principle, points of procedure, points 
of democracy, points of parliamentary good order, and 
it ought not to be happening.  
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: In the session in which the 
Speaker admitted his error . . . with your permission, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I have the Royal Gazette 

edition of March 17th. So that was the Tuesday after 
the 13th of March.  
 The Speaker, Mr. Randy Horton, reflects upon 
the party (PLP's) walkout. "Randy Horton emphasised 
his right to maintain order in the House of Assembly 
this morning, but said that on ‘careful reflection’ a dif-
ferent course could have been taken on Friday even-
ing to avert a mass Opposition walkout. 
 "As Parliament opened in the wake of a 
stormy weekend of press statements and counter 
statements, the Speaker of the House turned back the 
clock on his decision to halt debate on an amended 
version of a motion. 
 "The motion was brought by Walton Brown, 
the Progressive Labour Party Member of Parliament, 
to create a joint select committee to review immigra-
tion policy. 
 "The amendments by Attorney-General Tre-
vor Moniz were about to be voted on without debate 
when David Burt, the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, stood to make a point of order. 
 "It was the fourth time that Mr Burt had taken 
to his feet in the course of a heated session, and Mr 
Horton called the sergeant at arms to assist in his re-
moval from the House." 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: And so the reporter that day, 
too, recognised that this was nothing but an ejectment 
of the Shadow Minister of Finance. [The article con-
tinues:] 
 "Mr Burt and his PLP colleagues staged a 
mass walkout . . . 
 "‘In my haste,’ says the Speaker, ‘to move the 
debate along,’ [that is an understatement] ‘I allowed it 
to be brought to a vote,’ the Speaker said this morn-
ing. ‘Upon reflection and with the benefit of hindsight, I 
should not have allowed the amendment motion to be 
brought to a vote at such an early stage.’ 
 "The Speaker made the admission during a 
statement that he gave to launch today’s proceedings. 
 "He said: ‘Upon careful reflection I believe I 
could, and should, have taken a different course of 
action on Friday evening. It certainly was not my in-
tention to prevent or shut down debate on the original 
motion . . .’" 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The Honourable Speaker of 
this House is not a foolish man. And he has sat in his 
seat long enough as Speaker to understand the basic 
way in which the House should proceed.  

So distilling my motion's drive or the grava-
men of my motion, distilling it down to a simple, simple 
distillation, it becomes this: Why is the Speaker of the 
House misbehaving in this way? It is not a distillation 
that is asking the question, Why is the Speaker of the 
House, or did the Speaker of the House misbehave in 
this fashion on this singular occasion? It is: Why is the 

http://www.royalgazette.com/article/20150316/NEWS01/150319757
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Speaker of the House misbehaving in this way—this 
poor management and control application of the rules 
in this House largely targeted at the scrutiny, the ex-
cellent scrutiny, that this Opposition gives?  

The motion was meant and targeted at posing 
that question in the omnibus clause displaying woeful 
ignorance, lack of understanding of the Orders of the 
House and basic parliamentary procedure. Those are 
the words—basic parliamentary procedure—thereby 
bringing Parliament into disrepute. When you bring 
Parliament into disrepute you bring the democracy 
into question. Why is our Speaker behaving this way?  

The question needs to be asked and an an-
swer needs to be provided, and the evidence of this 
systematic misbehaviour by the Speaker is captured 
in Hansard, but it has been observed by the Members 
of this Opposition throughout the House's session. It is 
time that it came to an end in the interest of the public, 
the interest of us as legislators, and in the interest of 
the people of Bermuda. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member, very 
much for also—and for the House—for maintaining 
quiet while we could listen to your presentation. I 
would expect the same to continue. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency . . . sorry—9. Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I hope not to be too 
controversial this evening nor to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, we are going to stick to the 
motion as— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, absolutely—nor to take 
up too much time. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, just to set by way of 
background, not so much for Members of the House 
but I guess more for posterity, that I am one of the 
longest-serving Members of the House and have been 
in here since 1993—longer, I believe, than any other 
Members, except the Honourable Member, Mr. Den-
nis Lister, who also hails from the West End of the 
Island like the Speaker serves. So I, obviously, have 
had the pleasure in the past of sitting with such great 
Bermudians as Dame Lois Browne-Evans and Fred-
die Wade when they were the leaders of the PLP. And 
I know that there is a great tradition or parliamentari-
anism within the PLP—as there is within the OBA—
and we are all brothers in this House and sisters in 
this House. We are all colleagues and it is a family of 
sorts. I think sometimes the argument that the public 
sees bickering sometimes comes down to siblings.  
 So I am just going to start to some degree 
where that Honourable and Learned Member finished 
and I think he (like myself) has great respect and 
friendship as a colleague with the Honourable Speak-

er. So these remarks (I do not believe) are personal in 
their nature, but sometimes there is a view—and that 
Honourable and Learned Member said, and I am sure 
he felt it sincerely, and I am sure he would not say 
anything other than being sincere—that the Speaker . 
. .  basically he seems to be saying that that side of 
the House, the Opposition, the PLP, felt that the Hon-
ourable Speaker was favouring this side of the House.  
 Well, of course, from this side of the House, 
we get rather a different view. From this side of the 
House we see the Speaker sometimes being soft on 
the other side. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: On many occasions, we see 
intemperate language, like we just heard from the Op-
position Leader accusing me of lying. We hear intem-
perate and unparliamentary language which he lets 
go, and all you need to do is look at the Hansard to 
see that.  
 So we see on this side a favouritism. And we 
understand it, because we say, well, obviously, for 
many years the Honourable Speaker served as a 
member of the PLP. Obviously, he was a supporter of 
the PLP long before that. He became an MP for the 
PLP, he served as a Cabinet Minister, he was a Minis-
ter of Home Affairs and I believe held several other 
ministries. Obviously, he was held in extremely high 
regard within the Opposition party for him to hold 
those very important positions—and for good reason. 
He had qualities which presented themselves as ex-
emplary and outstanding. We, on this side, believe 
that he continued to hold those qualities as Speaker. 
But we do not believe that he is perfect or always cor-
rect. Nobody is. That is the nature of the House. 
 One of the things that I would like to stress is 
that the House is similar to the Supreme Court of 
Bermuda in that it is a creature created by the Consti-
tution. So it has inherent jurisdiction. The jurisdiction is 
not set out by the Standing Orders. The jurisdiction is 
much bigger than that. The Standing Orders are but a 
guideline as to how we run the procedure of the 
House.  

Obviously, Members go to Erskine May’s 
[Parliamentary Practice] on a regular basis, but stress 
that our first line of looking at how we govern our-
selves is our own Standing Orders, and, secondly, our 
own practice and procedure. When that fails is when 
we look for guidance to the practice in the UK, as long 
as that is not in contradiction of any of our own cus-
toms and practices here in Bermuda. 
 So I say all of that to say, with respect to the 
events of the 13th of March, obviously the Honourable 
and Learned Member said the Member for (is it con-
stituency 17?) the Honourable Member Walton Brown 
had brought a motion to appoint a joint select commit-
tee to look at immigration law and policy, I believe, in 
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general terms. I had put forward a motion to amend to 
turn that into a take note motion.  

Now, in my 22 years in this House, that is a 
normal thing for a Government to do with an Opposi-
tion motion. That is not unexpected. That is not unlike-
ly. But that Honourable Member—who has been here 
since 2012—found that objectionable. But that was 
certainly not . . . 14 years in Opposition that was nor-
mal and before that, when I was a member of the 
Governing party, it was normal to do it to the Opposi-
tion. The shoe was on both feet. That was the prac-
tice. There was nothing unusual about that.  
 Now, on the evening in question when the 
motion was put, the Honourable Members on the oth-
er side became very exercised by my tabling of the 
motion. They were upset by the Speaker's position 
that there would be no debate on the amendment—
just on the motion itself.  

Now, during the consternation that arose (that 
is set out in the Hansard) I actually physically crossed 
the floor and spoke with the Honourable and Learned 
Member Kim Wilson and the Honourable Member 
Walton Brown and said to them, Look, you know, as 
far as I am concerned if you want to debate the 
amendment I am happy to debate it. And the re-
sponse I got (to the best of my recollection) is, No, we 
do not accept your motion. So the position was they 
did not want the motion at all. So I did not put on the 
floor, you know, that I am happy to accept debate on 
the amendment.  
 In the world of reality, in the end it did not 
make any difference. We had the vote to pass the 
amendment. We had the vote to oppose the motion if 
it was put. The truth is at the end of the day the Oppo-
sition had its say and the Government had its way. 
That is the way we understood it when we were on 
that side for 14 long years. That is the game and one 
has to expect that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I have no problem with ac-
cepting the judgment of the people. But some other 
people do. The Government has a mandate, it has the 
numbers, and it must proceed with its course of ac-
tion.  
 
[Crosstalk and laughter] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: There is a lot of giggling and 
sniggering, Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We are going to try and keep 
the respect going. Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: When I said we were like chil-
dren, I did not mean it literally. 
 So the point here . . . the point is that on this 
side of the House with respect to the motion or debate 

on the motion, the Speaker, at the end of the day, 
gave a statement saying it would have been better to 
take a different course, and we have no objection to 
that. But in my experience I have seen many occa-
sions when amendments were not debated, were not 
allowed to be debated, one just went on and debated 
the main motion and did not get distracted. I have 
seen it done both ways in this House. 
 Now, the Honourable and Learned Member 
who proposed the motion read from the Hansard. But 
of course, the Hansard reads the dispute or the dis-
cussion between the Honourable Speaker and the 
Honourable Member Mr. Burt, but of course there was 
a long dispute before that. So it did not start, you 
know, with Mr. Burt. The Speaker had to put up with 
dispute from the Honourable Member who had pro-
posed the motion, the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 17, Mr. Walton Brown, and also from various 
other Members. 

So it had been a long and arduous sort of dis-
cussion on this before we reached the point . . . I think 
the Honourable and Learned Member Kim Wilson was 
also involved, and eventually it was only at the very 
end of that that Honourable Member, Mr. Burt, be-
comes involved at all. So you have to put it in the full 
context. By that time, I think, everyone’s temper was 
wearing thin and it was then that Mr. Burt kept jump-
ing up repeatedly on the same point that the Honour-
able Speaker had already ruled upon. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 18, Pembroke West Central. 
 You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. He cannot get up and say that I rose on multi-
ple points of order on the same point of order if the 
point of order was never heard, unless the Honoura-
ble Member professes to be able to read my mind. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That is my assertion unless 
the Member can . . . it is not multiple times on the 
same point of order. He can stand and give his view of 
the story. He will have his chance to speak and he will 
be able to speak, so it is no problem. 
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 Now, he then tried to turn that point of order 
into a point of privilege, but it was not . . . there was 
no point of privilege.  

You know, he was . . . I believe he was saying 
(and he will correct me if he takes the view I am 
wrong) that the failure of the Speaker to recognise him 
at that point was a point of privilege. But that is not. It 
is just a point of procedure of how the House runs. 
And the House governs its own procedure and the 
Speaker governs the procedure of the House. So if 
the Speaker recognises you or fails to recognise you, 
that is a matter for the Speaker. 

And believe me, I have been on the end of 
that on many, many, many occasions. Under the pre-
vious Speaker, the Honourable Stanley Lowe, I had 
been asked to leave the House. And not only that, but 
when I came back to the House, I was not recognised 
to speak until I had apologised to him. This Speaker is 
very soft by comparison. So you know . . . it is . . . I 
hear these complaints, but they . . . they do not seem 
to have any merit.  

It seemed to me that these Members were 
treated very softly and gently by the Speaker, and 
from this side of the House it looked as if he had some 
sympathy with them as members of a party of which 
he was once a member. And we do not object to that. 
We understand that is human nature. 

And the same situation, I might say, arises in 
other parliaments. You only have to look at the United 
Kingdom where the Speaker of that House is a mem-
ber of the Labour Party, and the governing party is the 
Conservative Party, the same sort of thing happened 
there. And the people who were most upset by it were 
members of the Labour Party. When their own mem-
ber succeeded in becoming Speaker of the House 
they were the ones that were most upset over anyone 
else. 

So these disputes, these irritations, arise. 
They go on for years. But at base it is a family spat 
amongst colleagues here in the House, some of 
whom are Opposition PLP Members and some of 
whom are OBA Members. We do not see that there is 
any substance in the allegation or the assertion in the 
motion that the Speaker has brought the House into 
disrepute. It was a very small matter.  

The Members got very upset about it and as 
they have done on previous occasions, they have 
walked out of the House of their own volition. And it is 
really arguable whether that Member, at the end of the 
day, was ejected. There is no doubt that the Speaker 
was intending to eject him, but in the letter that he 
himself wrote to the Speaker, he says he left of his 
own volition. So if he left of his own volition, was he 
even ejected, at the end of the day? 

It is unfortunate that it got to that situation and 
it is unfortunate that Members of the Opposition be-
haved in that fashion. We on this side believe that the 
reflection is more on their behaviour than it is on the 
behaviour of the Speaker himself. That is the position 

on this side and we think that any reasonable person 
would sympathise with our view of what took place, 
and this is effectively a storm in a teacup and the 
Members are trying to use this as leverage. And we 
have seen this sort of thing happen before with the 
Opposition, unfortunately. We have seen the unpleas-
antness that they displayed with their own Member 
Terry Lister, and this seems another reflection on that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, I am going 
to— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: But Member, I would like to 
finish what I was saying first. 
 Member, we are going to stick to . . . relevant 
to this motion as much as we can. The Opposition 
have held tight and I would like to make sure that we 
continue to maintain. 
 Now, the Chair recognises the Opposition 
Leader from constituency 26. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable and Learned 
Attorney General is misleading the House. The former 
Member of this House sat as an Independent. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: For the record. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency . . . and I will get these down one day. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I recall him sitting for a long 
period of time as a member and Minister of the Pro-
gressive Labour Party. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 9. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, and my apologies. 
 But, anyway, in our view at the end of the day 
this is all a storm in a teacup, Madam Deputy Speak-
er. And with that I will take my seat. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion? 



2838 17 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency . . . 
 
An Hon. Member: Seventeen. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —[constituency] 17, Pembroke 
Central—thank you very much. 
 Mr. C. Walton D. Brown, you have the floor. 
 I will now say that all other Members will have 
30 minutes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this is a very sad 
day because we have before us a Motion of Censure 
for the Speaker of this Honourable House. It is an un-
precedented step to take, but it has been taken with a 
very serious tone because the Opposition have come 
to a position that there are a number of developments 
that have caused us concern. And so in the spirit of 
Parliamentary democracy, in the spirit of openness 
and transparency, we are having this debate. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will say that 
the Speaker is a friend of mine and I expect that after 
this debate we will continue to be friends. The debate 
is on an issue involving the conduct of the Speaker as 
Speaker, and that is our focus on this debate and I am 
hopeful that we will be able to look at that in its full 
implications with reference to the actual wording of the 
motion. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, my initial sense of 
concern about some of the decisions the Speaker has 
made in the last two and a half years focused on what 
I saw as a trend whereby motions from the Opposition 
were altered in such a fundamental way that it effec-
tively turned around the intent of the original motion. 
And I listened to the Honourable Attorney General 
when he said that when the PLP was in power for 14 
years, it was a routine thing for Government to amend 
an Opposition motion to effectively take the wind out 
of the sails of that motion, and that it was the case 
prior to 1998 as well. 

That may well be the case, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. But from my reading of the Standing Orders, 
and my understanding, it says that no motion should 
be amended in such a way that it alters the fundamen-
tal direction of that motion. So irrespective of past 
practices, as a new Member of this Parliament, I take 
Standing Orders very seriously. And so I routinely ar-
gued that the Speaker had brought the House into 
disrepute—it is in the Hansard—for those decisions 
regarding motions and amendments to motions. 

Now we have received, and I believe the 
House has received, correspondence from the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Association [CPA] because 
we posed a question about the ability and the efficacy 
of having motions amended in such a way. Now, we 
thought the CPA was going to come back with an eru-
dite opinion, or ruling if you will, on this matter. But 

what they instead did was simply ask a number of par-
liaments throughout the Commonwealth what their 
practice was. And that is not . . . that is not the kind of 
direction you would get from a lawyer or a doctor. 
They would examine the situation and render their 
opinion.  

But what the CPA did was just give us the lit-
any of responses from a number of other jurisdictions. 
And so you have some saying it would never happen, 
it would never be allowed, you had others that said it 
is allowed. So there, clearly, is no common position 
within the Commonwealth with regard to how these 
motions can be amended. 

So I hold to my position that such amend-
ments should not be allowed under our Standing Or-
ders. But I respect, having had the benefit of those 
comparative analyses, that the Speaker’s decisions 
are not inconsistent with what the practice has been 
elsewhere. I can accept that. [But I] still disagree with 
the actual ruling itself. And that is partly intellectual, 
but it is also part and parcel of the, what some might 
say are the wonders of parliamentary democracy, that 
you have different practices elsewhere.  

So I am prepared to step back on that point 
about the motions, only because of the comparisons 
of other jurisdictions, but still hold to my position that 
such amendments should not be allowed based on 
my reading of the Standing Orders. 

But, Madam Deputy Speaker, there were two 
issues that I would like to speak to that relate to the 
Speaker and parliamentary practice and procedure as 
outlined by the Honourable Shadow Minister for Immi-
gration . . . the Shadow Attorney General—sorry . . . 
that the Shadow Attorney General outlined in the ini-
tial statement . . . initial motion. (Yes, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.) 

When this House debated the call for a Com-
mission of Inquiry into the land grab issue, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, you will know— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Deputy Speaker, I am 
directly on point because I am speaking about parlia-
ment— 

 
The Deputy Speaker: I am only asking . . . reminding 
you to stay as close . . . yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: No, I will heed your direction, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. I would never vary from the 
direction that you have laid out. 
 When we debated the motion to establish a 
Commission of Inquiry into the land grab issue, that 
motion was passed unopposed by this House,  unop-
posed. We later came to find out, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that after that motion was passed late Friday 
night, the very next day the Speaker went to Govern-
ment House to speak to the Governor on the motion. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: And so for us, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that is a fundamentally egregious act to 
take. It is as if the Speaker of the House of Commons 
went to the visit the Queen of England after a decision 
had been rendered by Parliament. And so I would like 
to hear . . . and unfortunately the Speaker is not here 
to respond to anything, but for me, that is a fundamen-
tal issue that requires an explanation. I do not know 
why he went. I do not know what purpose would be 
served by the Speaker within 24 hours, going to Gov-
ernment House. And the Government Ministers went 
to Government House that same day.  

So my question is, first of all, what business 
was so urgent with the Governor on the motion that 
required the Government Ministers and the Speaker 
to go to Government House? You will know later that 
week or two weeks later, Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Governor said that he had been lobbied and decided 
not to allow for a Commission of Inquiry, again, that 
was passed unopposed by this Parliament. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I . . . I appreciate . . . I 
appreciate that you are bringing references, but we 
have a specific motion— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, we do. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: I would prefer not to have other 
opinions when I am speaking. I also do not need to 
have copies of what I am saying. I would like you to 
refer to the motion, which is specific, and it pertains to 
. . . and I have already explained and I do not want to 
eat your time up, so I am just guiding you, Member. 
 So if you can speak to . . . 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes. Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I am grateful for that. 
 Just to refer you to the motion, it speaks about 
basic parliamentary procedure and so my question is 
whether or not the Speaker’s conduct represents 
basic, normal, everyday parliamentary procedure. Be-
cause we have concerns about that and that is one of 
the reasons why the motion was brought forward. 
 So at some point we would like an explanation 
that in terms of basic parliamentary procedure, as out-
lined in this motion, what was the rationale for the 
Speaker of this House to go to Government House to 
discuss a motion that was approved, unopposed by 
this Parliament? So that was the question and that 
was the reason why my honourable colleague the 
Shadow Attorney General has brought the motion 
forward. 
 The second issue that has caused me some 
concern, Madam Deputy Speaker, and again I would 

like for the Speaker to bring some clarification to, in-
volves a meeting that was held— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, I under-
stand what you are trying to achieve, but it is very dif-
ficult for me to go outside the remit of the motion that 
was written.  

As I mentioned, I have been guided by previ-
ous censures in Bermuda, which is the only thing I 
could be guided by, and the motions were specific, 
and it made it . . . if there were other issues outside of 
the concerns raised by that evening and the inability, 
for example, to suppress debate or how that affected 
the motion and the outcome of that debate, the specif-
ic motion that I have in front of me is . . . is . . . but I 
understand you are trying to explain why you feel . . . 
but please try to address that evening, if you can, and 
how it affected the outcome . . . the . . . Thank you. 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 This motion is a two-part motion, I am sure 
you will agree, it is a two-part motion. One part in-
volves the session on Friday 13th of March 2015—that 
is one part. The other part, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
relates to the Speaker and the way in which parlia-
mentary procedures are adopted or utilised. Would 
you not agree with that, Madam Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, and— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
am asking for your clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am glad you are asking me, 
so, therefore, you will hopefully listen to my guidance 
without listening to the Whip, which I should not be 
hearing. 
 The motion as it was written and as accepted 
and agreed to and put on the Order Paper is specific 
to events that transpired. So I would like the debate to 
focus on that. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Deputy Speaker, will you 
agree that the debate is in two parts . . . the motion is 
in two parts? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you like me to point out 
them? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right, I did not think so. 
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Mr. Walton Brown: So what I would like to do, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, with your permission, is con-
sistent with the component of the motion that refers to 
parliamentary procedure, speak to an event that in-
volves the Honourable Leader of the Opposition and 
the Speaker in the Speaker’s Chamber . . . and the 
Whip. And that is consistent with the motion, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, it relates to parliamentary procedure. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Without just taking those few 
words, which we can do and always . . . you are better 
at the English language than I am, “Bringing the de-
mocracy of these Islands of Bermuda and its Parlia-
ment into disrepute, by his misconduct of suppressing 
debate it the House of Assembly, on an amendment 
to an Opposition motion, of public importance, and in 
breach of basic tenets of parliamentary procedure” but 
that led into . . . so you can talk to that, and as it led to 
the misconduct or refusing to invoke  privilege. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you for some guidance. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Real quick. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your constituency? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Twenty-six. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency . . . it is a point of order? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of clarification. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My MPs will now proceed to 
explain events that are tied to that May 15th event. We 
had a meeting . . . the same way the Attorney General 
when he referred to my Deputy this letter that was 
released to the public about a subsequent meeting 
with the Speaker of the House after that Friday, we 
also— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Trevor? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The letter does not refer to a 
subsequent meeting— 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute, please. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The letter does not refer to a 
subsequent meeting. It refers to what happened on 
March 13th, which is the subject of this debate. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, it is 
all tied together and any attempt to suppress this de-
bate only exposes the One Bermuda Alliance Gov-
ernment’s collusion with the Speaker of the House. So 
I beg you to allow us— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —to speak on that matter. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: They are stifling debate, but 
we understand that. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Once again, the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition is imputing improper motives 
by saying “collusion.” Nothing could be further from 
the truth. It is unparliamentary language and it is just 
simply wrong. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I would like you to speak to the motion as it 
has been laid and as it pertains to the activities of that 
evening. 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I am going to speak to the last sentence of the 
motion; “Displaying a woeful ignorance and lack of 
understanding of Standing Orders of the House of 
Assembly and basic Parliamentary procedure thereby 
bringing the Parliament into disrepute;” So I am going 
to speak on that aspect of the motion. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: As it pertains to (a) and (b). 
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Mr. Walton Brown: Madam Deputy Speaker, it does 
not— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you, Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: All right.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, so the . . . meeting 
that took place in the Speaker’s Chamber involved the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposition and he asked 
myself and the Honourable Opposition Whip to attend 
that session as witnesses. During that meeting, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, the Honourable Opposition 
Leader outlined to the Speaker that he had infor-
mation that was gravely disconcerting with respect to 
the Speaker’s conduct and called on the Speaker to 
resign . . . called on the Speaker to resign. The Oppo-
sition Leader subsequently said he would go into Par-
liament and to disclose the nature and extent of the 
information that he had before him. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: On a point of Privilege in Parlia-
ment. 
 So that meeting was held with myself and the 
Opposition Whip as witnesses.  

When we left that meeting, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I said to the Honourable Opposition Leader 
that I was impressed with the tenor and tone of his 
discussion with the Speaker. Myself and the Whip, we 
did not speak. And because the Opposition Leader is 
sometimes seen, to use the Honourable Attorney 
General’s words, “exercised,” he was remarkably calm 
and direct with the Speaker. 

So it was quite shocking to me and my col-
leagues, Madam Deputy Speaker, subsequently when 
we heard that there was an accusation made against 
the Opposition Leader that he attempted to extort or to 
blackmail the Speaker. That was a shock because we 
sat there as witnesses and I heard the Opposition 
Leader explain the rationale, why he thought the 
Speaker should resign, and his intention of sharing 
that information in Parliament. The Leader of the Op-
position subsequently— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Exactly, exactly. 

The Leader of the Opposition subsequently 
stood on his feet in Parliament to do precisely that, 
and he was not allowed to do so by the Speaker. 
 And so, Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. 

 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Nine. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —Nine. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: If one wants to address the 
behaviour of a Member, one has to do it on a specific 
motion. Those Members tried to do it without a mo-
tion. It had to be done on a motion. This motion only 
relates to a particular thing.  

What they are saying, Madam Deputy Speak-
er, with all due respect, is that they have information 
which should go to the police, and we said if you have 
information go to the police. Go to the police and deal 
with it. 

If you want to deal with it in the House, deal 
with it under the appropriate Standing Orders; do not 
just jump up whenever you feel like it—these are seri-
ous allegations—and do it in an appropriate fashion. 
We have a motion before us tonight but it is very well 
defined. And that last sentence, that last part of the 
Order . . . you will notice the last part of the motion, 
there is a semicolon before that . . . it is not an . . .  
they are trying to treat it as an (a), (b) and a (c) . . . 
there is no (a), (b) and (c) as you quite properly said, it 
refers back to the specific behaviour on March 13th.  

They put forward that motion, not us. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the member from 
constituency 36. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 With the greatest of respect to the Learned 
Attorney General, he really cannot say what was in 
my mind in the drafting of that final clause. I described 
it at the beginning of the debate as an omnibus catch-
all. I was asked to draft this motion. I drafted accord-
ing to the specific events of the 13 March. But I was 
minded to ensure that I underpinned or supported my 
complaint that not only the democracy of Bermuda 
was being brought into disrepute, but that the House’s 
procedures were being brought into disrepute. And 
that is a more generalised . . . a general complaint 
against the Speaker. And that was my intent. It is . . . 
whether I designated it as “(c)” or not. I would like you, 
as Deputy Speaker, to know what was in my thinking 
as the creator of the motion. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
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 Unfortunately, it was not as specific, you 
know, it was not. And I can understand what your in-
tent was, but I am looking at it as I read it. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

And so, Madam Deputy Speaker, the point is 
that the Speaker accused the Opposition Leader of 
blackmail, and that is a very, very serious allegation to 
make and it is quite inconsistent with the observations 
of both myself and the Opposition Whip, and quite 
consistent, Madam Deputy Speaker, and consistent 
with the police statements that were made by both 
myself and the Opposition Whip at different times, 
different places at the police station. 
 So I found that a very serious allegation to 
make because we are talking about the Leader of the 
Opposition attempting to intimidate or the blackmail 
the Speaker of the House. It is a very, very serious 
charge and it is not anything that we heard while we 
were in that meeting. And the Honourable Opposition 
Leader . . . we had no idea why that meeting was 
called. All he asked us to do was to come with him 
into the meeting. We went there, we had no clue what 
was going to be the topic of conversation, and we 
were there simply as observers. And so I found that to 
call the police, to have us having to go to the police 
station to make statements, represented a very fun-
damental difference of what took place at that meet-
ing. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, those are the con-
cerns that I have in this regard. There are other com-
ments that have been debated about collusion, that is 
an issue that has come up from time to time. I cannot 
speak on that because I am driven by fact. I like to 
have my information always driven by fact.  

But the two concerns that I have were the 
Speaker’s . . . was the Speaker’s decision to go to 
Government House within 24 hours of Parliament 
passing unopposed a call for a Commission of Inquiry 
into land grab issues and we require an explanation 
for that. What was the Speaker’s motivation? What 
was the purpose of meeting with the Governor? And 
what was the information passed on from the Speaker 
to the Governor? 

And, secondly, the claim that the Opposition 
Leader attempted to blackmail the Speaker of this 
Parliament. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am going to draw 
you [Standing Order] 19(11)(a) “Debate upon any Mo-
tion, Bill or Amendment shall be relevant to such Mo-
tion, Bill or Amendment and a Member shall confine 
his or her observations to the subject under discus-
sion.” 

 And I have guided you enough and I do not 
need to— 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: No, you do not. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Because I think I have been very consistent in 
speaking to the actual content contained within the 
motion itself. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the motion? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 3—that is a constituency that I do 
not have to look up to read. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 3, Ms. Lovitta Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I feel duty-bound to get up and speak, particu-
larly on the motion as it pertains to the “Bringing the 
democracy of these Islands of Bermuda and its Par-
liament into disrepute, by . . . misconduct” as well as 
the last statement which is saying “Displaying a woe-
ful ignorance and lack of understanding of Standing 
Orders of the House of Assembly and basic Parlia-
mentary procedure thereby bringing the Parliament 
into disrepute;” 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, well, I am certainly 
not the oldest Member sitting in this House, nor am I 
the youngest—and I mean oldest in terms of my dura-
tion here. But I have seen much where under this par-
ticular Government—and when I say that I am not try-
ing to suggest or throw negative aspersions on the 
Government with that statement—but under this par-
ticular Government with their sitting Speaker, there 
. . . the . . . I guess you could say, the ongoings of this 
Parliament have been of a tenor, at times, [so] I won-
der, what is going on here in Parliament?  

I take my role as the Opposition Whip, as an 
Officer of this House, very seriously. And when I see 
the conduct within the House being brought to ques-
tion in a manner that sheds a negative light on all of 
us in the public domain, I have much concern. 
 I cannot let this debate go without at least 
chiming in and speaking to why I am concerned. And 
let us face it, like most institutions, private or public, 
usually the finger gets pointed at the person who sits 
at the helm because the conduct and management of 
the House falls under the Speaker’s remit. And when 
the Speaker operates in a manner . . . and even my 
Honourable and Learned Member, the Attorney Gen-
eral, who did make comment that at times even his 
Members on his side of the House have to question 
the way in which the Speaker is conducting the House 
because it would seem as though he is giving favour 
to our Members on this side of the House.  
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Of course, we who sit on this side, often think 
that much of the way in which he has conducted the 
proceedings of this House has transpired in a manner 
that seems to have favour with the Government. And 
certainly when we have seen incidences of where 
Members are, I guess, [showing] willingness to partic-
ipate in whichever manner . . . having that suppressed 
or stopped has certainly met with our chagrin. And I 
guess has even, if you will, caused ire amongst us, 
and perhaps on both sides of the House. 
 Having said that, when we speak to this inci-
dent in particular that is highlighted in the motion, and 
which led to all of us getting up and leaving the 
House, Madam Deputy Speaker, when we felt that our 
Member, in particular, the Honourable David Burt, had 
been treated unfairly, we no longer felt that as an Op-
position we could sit in this House and continue a de-
bate when we felt that we were not being allowed to 
operate as one should be able to operate under the 
Standing Orders and Regulations that govern this 
House. And so we felt we had no other choice but to 
leave. 
 But that is not the only incident which has 
transpired that has given us cause to reflect on the 
actions of the Speaker. And that has been stated by 
the Member who has carried this motion. [There] have 
been many incidences, but it is that one incident that 
finally made us say, No, we’re going to . . . we feel 
that we have to . . . in public interest we have to ques-
tion the way in which the Speaker has been conduct-
ing the affairs of the House of Assembly. Because that 
is . . . ensuring that fairness and fair play transpires in 
this House is one way of maintaining and even getting 
the confidence of the public. The public will not give 
much confidence to an operation that seems to be 
unfair from the very onset. And so we feel duty-bound 
to bring charges against the Speaker to, I guess if you 
will, return confidence to the way in which the House 
is operated. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, having gone 
through that process which directly involved Member 
Burt and then, Madam Deputy Speaker, [we were al-
so] subjected to other occasions where we felt clearly 
that things were happening in such a way to suggest 
that we were not on a level playing field when it came 
to the governing this country and putting legislation on 
the table. We definitely said that under these circum-
stances as a group we must do something to, I guess, 
return it to a level playing field. What pushed us fur-
ther in that direction was having, I guess if you will, 
almost accidently, uncovered information that sug-
gested outright that we were not on a level playing 
field, and the Member from [constituency] 17 alluded 
to that information.  
 When, Madam Deputy Speaker, we had oc-
casion to go to the Speaker . . . and I can tell you this. 
I advised my Opposition Leader when he was going to 
the Speaker to . . . on a point of Privilege that he did 
not . . . based on the point of Privilege that he was 

going to bring up, that he did not have to serve notice 
to the Speaker. He, wanting not to catch the Speaker 
off guard, said he would like to go in. I had no idea 
what he was going to speak about, but I did remind 
him that under the Standing Orders he did not have to 
do that. But no, he said he would like to go in, he 
wanted witnesses, and so indeed he along with myself 
and the Member from [constituency] 17 chose to go 
in. 

While there it was then that the conversation 
regarding the Speaker having gone to Government 
House after the motion on the . . . I will call it the “land 
grab motion,” he had gone to Government House and 
it was our understanding that he had gone to Gov-
ernment House with Ministers. The Speaker clarified 
that he did, indeed, go to Government House, but he 
did not go to Government House with Ministers, they 
went on their own and he went on his own. 

But that did not rest well with us because we 
then became concerned about . . . when you have 
Parliament, which is supposed to be sacrosanct, 
which . . . and a vote is taken and we come to a deci-
sion—a clear-cut decision—that a discussion then is 
going to be held about a vote which was taken . . . it 
certainly raised concern for us. And we were like, 
Where in the procedure does that . . . does it outline if 
a decision happens on the floor of this House, then 
you go to Government House and discuss it because 
. . . maybe you did not like it? And it has never hap-
pened and we wondered why it was happening and 
under what ruling would that happen. 

Based on that and other incidences which 
have transpired in this Honourable House, we felt that, 
indeed, we should censure the Speaker. That was our 
only way of being able to try and get compliance. 

What further disturbed me was that last year 
when the Government . . . well, sorry, the group of 
parliamentarians travelled to the Caribbean to the Re-
gional Meeting, I had parliamentarians from the Car-
ibbean approaching me and asking, What’s going on 
in Bermuda? Somehow they were privy to . . . whether 
it be through the news or social media or what have 
you, What is going on in Bermuda? You know, What 
is the behaviour that I am looking at?  

Anyway, during that discourse it was made 
clear that the Speaker of our House was a Member of 
the Opposition who was a Speaker for the Govern-
ment. And for many of them it was like alarm. And one 
of the speakers who was in that conversation said, 
clearly, in a situation like that you can have nothing 
but pandemonium because that Speaker will not enjoy 
the confidence of his own Members and because of 
choosing to sit for the Government probably will not 
enjoy the confidence of the Government. 

So it would seem that that is the case be-
cause we are now here in a censure proceeding. I do 
not think the Speaker enjoys the confidence of the 
House and I would wonder why he would even still 
want to continue as the Speaker. 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, with your permis-
sion, so that you know that what is being stated here 
is a matter of fact, with your permission, as it speaks 
to . . . I guess, operating outside of the Standing Or-
ders, not following the procedures, I would like to read 
my witness statement so that you—the House—will 
know why we went there to speak to the Speaker in 
the first place. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I refer you, again to— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right. I . . . as we refer to the 
motion as it is laid as it pertains to the activities of that 
evening— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Well, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
with respect, I am speaking to the . . . the Shadow 
Attorney General made it clear what his intention was 
when he laid the motion, which no one else can speak 
to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: “Displaying a woeful ignorance 
and lack of understanding of Standing Orders of the 
House of Assembly and basic Parliamentary proce-
dure thereby bringing the Parliament into disrepute;”. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I appreciate— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I am speaking to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am speaking . . . if 
we are going to look at the rules, you might have a 
seat— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Oh. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —while I am speaking. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Oh, sure. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 While I understand intention and intentions 
are often good and well laid, I would venture to say 
that in front of us is a motion and we are not looking at 
intention; we are looking at the words in the motion. 
 Thank— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of clarification. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
again, the motion is clear. Could you recall that on 
that date, as mentioned in the motion, my Deputy 
Leader was either about to be kicked out or he was 
kicked out—that is a grey area—but then I stood to 
my feet—and it is in the Hansard—and I said, Mr. 
Speaker, you have brought this House into disrepute.  

And then, as the House was already in disre-
pute, as he exited the bar I made a statement to one 
Member. I said, I will make sure that I take this Gov-
ernment out. Can you recall that?  

Of course you did because I was then illegally 
censured as a result of it.  

Can you recall?  
Yes, ma’am. 

 And so I made the statement— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, I . . . you 
have my attention. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He did not say take this Gov-
ernment out, he said, Take you all out. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No. No. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not worrying about con-
quistador talk. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Just . . . just . . .  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam . . . Madam, after I 
made the statement in the House that the Speaker 
brought the House into disrepute, we subsequently 
had a meeting . . . a meeting . . . as the Opposition 
Leader, I took two witnesses to meet with the Speaker 
to discuss the statement I made on that day that he 
had brought the House into disrepute. And so it shifts 
about because . . . let me show you, as a result of that 
meeting, the Speaker then subsequently . . . in con-
sulting with the Premier and maybe others, the 
Speaker then went and made a false allegation to the 
police about me as a result of that meeting. And we 
had two witnesses in that meeting. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker,— 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I had two witnesses— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. The Chair— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —it is relevant to the motion. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat for a moment— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Again, he is making allega-
tions which have nothing to do with this motion and 
which are [imputing] improper motives against a 
Member of this House—the Speaker—and should not 
be made. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This Member is trying to —. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Because he is not here to de-
fend himself, it is not in this motion. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —we are talking about the 
rules. 
 Sorry, thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is completely out of order. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam . . . Madam, I know 
that his MO [modus operandi]— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Op-
position Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Attorney General’s MO is 
to disrupt this Censure Motion. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: One moment, please. Have a 
seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Twenty-two. 

The Speaker: [Constituency] 22. Thank you. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member continues to [im-
pute] improper motives to Members of this House and 
has been doing so every time he gets up. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Op-
position Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Let me conclude because I 
know I am on solid ground because I gave a timeline 
of events. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I am sure you can-
not deny the continuity of events. We are speaking 
about the motion and that particular Friday the 13th. 
On Monday the 16th we had this meeting, after . . . 
after in the House I said, Mr. Speaker, you have 
brought the House into disrepute. We had a meeting 
based on him bringing the House into disrepute. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And now, for evocation I 
made the statement in this House and then I met with 
the Speaker to discuss that statement as a result of 
what he admitted to be his error. And now my wit-
nesses in that meeting will explain the content of that 
meeting, since the Speaker decided to go to the police 
and make a false allegation about me. We took two 
witnesses, the Speaker did not have any witnesses. It 
is a police statement. It is on the record, if it ever goes 
to court, if the DPP [Department of Public Prosecu-
tion] ever decides to press charges against me, these 
statements will stand up in court. They are legit. The 
Government cannot deny us from reading those 
statements because there is a direct connection to 
this motion. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I will venture to say that if it is in a court of law 
it would be sub judice to allow you to read it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry, I misunderstood 
you? You said it was in the court of law? 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If it was in the court of law 
everyone in Bermuda would know that, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Everyone would know that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am saying that I 
thought you said it was in a court of law. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is not sub judice. I said if the 
DPP . . . if the DPP decided to press charges— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —then there were only two 
witnesses to that . . . to that allegation . . . based on 
these events. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So the statement that has . . . if 
you will have a seat. 

The statement that has been written was 
through, I believe, the police. 
 Member, I would not ask you to read the con-
tents of a statement you made to a police officer. If 
you would just refer— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Basically, in the meeting— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, Member, I said I did not 
want you to read. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: No, I am looking at points in it 
so that I can paraphrase for you. 
 Yes, basically in the meeting . . . when it came 
to the Opposition Leader wanting to get up later on 
that day to speak on a Matter of Privilege he pointed 
out to the Speaker that he had damning information 
that brought his . . . or put his Speakership, if you will, 
or his office, in an untenable position, and he had 
asked the Speaker and suggested to the Speaker, 
particularly when he was going to rise on a point of 
privilege that he allowed you to sit in the Chair as the 
[Deputy] Speaker and that . . . because he felt that the 
information was so damning, in fact it spoke to things 
that are out in the public domain . . . that having ob-
served e-mails that spoke to a Master Chef receiving 
money to the tune of $40,000— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, stick to the motion— 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I am just telling you what was 
in here. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: You are elaborating or expand-
ing on . . . I would like to speak to the motion which is 
on the paper right now. 
 Thank you. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Fair enough, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 It spoke to things like that— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5, Hamilton East, the Shadow Minister of 
Labour and . . . the Honourable Derrick V. Burgess. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I do not know if you recall, you should recall, 
that when the censure motion was put against the 
Leader of the Opposition, Marc Bean, they were al-
lowed to go every and anywhere . . . anywhere. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, thank you. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Now, when it— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: So there has got to be 
fairness in this House of Parliament. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: There has got to be. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I have guided, I was not sitting in the Chair in 
another motion, thank you very much. I am sitting 
here. 
 Thank you. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. 
 In spite of that, Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Speaker did say that he was not in receipt of any sort 
of funds so he basically denied whatever that . . . the 
information was having received (the allegation, thank 
you) . . . the allegation of having received funds and 
that he was not the person, basically, who was la-
belled the MC [Master Chef] because he did not re-
ceive the funds. And the Opposition Leader continued 
saying to him that he believed . . . that because of the 
damning information that was both read and told and 
seen that he felt that you should take the Chair be-
cause he did not want, at that point in time, for the 
House to be in disrepute. 
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 The Speaker then asked him what did he 
mean by absenting himself from the Chair? In other 
words (paraphrasing), did he mean just temporarily for 
that session or did he mean . . . period? And so at that 
point in time the Opposition Leader made it clear that 
he felt that this Speaker should resign and to assume 
his seat in the House behind the Government Whip as 
an Independent.  

Again, the Speaker said no, he was not in re-
ceipt of any finances and so he is not going to absent 
himself from his seat, he is going to basically continue 
sitting as the Speaker. 
 As the conversation continued there were 
other exchanges. At no time was there a heated ex-
change. At no time was the tone in an adversarial 
manner. It was all done very respectfully and the 
Speaker even went so far as to thank the Opposition 
Leader for coming in and sharing that. And he did do 
that, even when we left there were pleasantries which 
were exchanged and the Speaker made it clear, that 
basically the allegations that were heard of being an 
MC, whatever, Master Chef, he did not know what the 
Opposition Leader was talking about. He did make 
that very clear. I am just trying to make the statement 
clear for the record. 
 And so as time went on and we left, when it 
came time to get up and try and speak on a point of 
privilege the Opposition Leader was not allowed to do 
so. And what that did, for me in particular, and I think 
for other Members who sit on this side, it made it very 
clear once again that by suppressing the ability of a 
Member to get up and speak it made it clear for many 
of us that we were not being subjected to what we 
saw as fairness. And it sealed the deal for many of the 
Members who sit on this side of the House that we 
need to do something that would make it clear—not 
just to us who sit in this House, but to the public at 
large—that we feel that the actions of the Speaker in 
conducting the sessions were not fair and that it war-
ranted him being censured. 
 That is why we are standing here talking to-
day, Madam Deputy Speaker. You can imagine the 
alarm when I received a phone call from the police 
asking me to come in to give a statement based on 
. . . I was told, threatening behaviour by the Opposi-
tion Leader to the Speaker. And I was like, What are 
you talking about?  

Anyway, I had to go in. They asked me come 
in, I had to go in and I did. I can say this, that as I was 
going, I bumped into the Member Walton Brown, 
however, we were interviewed by different police of-
ficers so I never knew what was saying. 
 But, Madam Deputy Speaker, it is very difficult 
. . . and I will say as the Learned Attorney General did 
point out, it is difficult sitting in a House where you feel 
as though one of your Members, one of the team 
players, has betrayed you by going and sitting as 
Speaker of the House. We do not believe on this side 
it was done to ensure that the House could run 

smoothly and fairly. We do not know, we are not in the 
mind of the Speaker, we do not know what would 
have encouraged him to sit as the Speaker for the 
Government when he, as a Member of the PLP, as a 
Minister, as a Deputy Speaker, and all of the other 
positions he has held while a Parliamentarian, did so 
under the umbrella of the PLP. And so— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, if you could help me 
understand how this is relevant to this motion. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I suppose what I was just do-
ing was because the Learned Attorney General had 
pointed out the fact that he understood why we may 
feel somewhat disgruntled, and because of the fact 
that the Speaker, who comes from the Opposition, sits 
in the House as a Speaker, he said he could under-
stand why that has led to (I guess) the disharmonious 
atmosphere that we quite often are subjected to in this 
. . . in these Chambers. So I guess I was just expand-
ing on that a little bit to explain, indeed, why we do 
feel that way because it is something that seldom 
happens.  

The fact that the Attorney General can speak 
to one occasion that he knows of, and he may know of 
others, I do not . . . I just know of the one occasion in 
England where you did have a Speaker from Labour 
who sat (like our Speaker did) for what was . . . I 
guess, we understand the adversarial atmosphere of 
the Westminster System. So we will call it the oppo-
nent, but I do not mean it in a negative . . . because 
we are all here, hopefully, trying to do the same thing, 
which is to make certain that the infrastructure for the 
operation of Bermuda and her people is in place.  
 
[Mrs. Susan E. Jackson, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo:  I just wanted to emphasise 
that point as a way of explanation why we are now in 
this House discussing the censure of the Speaker be-
cause we do feel that on many occasions, the Speak-
er has operated in a manner that sort of lends favour 
to the Government. And I can honestly say, Madam 
Acting Speaker, I can honestly say that it is a sad day 
when we have to get and speak on an issue like this.  

I honestly do believe that if things were hap-
pening the opposite way around, I really do believe, 
like I think the Learned Attorney General pointed out, 
that Members on the opposite side would also,  and 
do, harbour some of the same feelings that we do. We 
do not have confidence in the Speaker of today. We 
do not have confidence. And that says it all. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises Dr. the Honourable 
Grant Gibbons, constituency number . . .  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Twenty-two. 
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The Acting Speaker: Twenty-two. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Acting Speaker. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, I am going to be fairly 
brief. But let me be very clear here. I think this motion 
is not a good use of the time of this House. And I am 
also going to be very clear in saying I am going to be 
distinctly and clearly voting against this motion. 
 I say that because I agree with the Honoura-
ble Member who introduced the motion. I believe the 
House has, in this Censure Motion, dropped to a new 
low. I do not think any of us have seen the kind of be-
haviour we have seen in the last two years, certainly 
not in the almost 22 years that I have been in the 
House of Assembly. I think the behaviour has been, in 
many respects, extremely disrespectful, particularly 
towards the Speaker. And I think if the Speaker is 
guilty of anything, he is guilty of what I would call ex-
traordinary patience in terms of allowing some of the 
behaviour, certainly that we have seen from the Op-
position side, go on for as long as it has. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, I have to say that 
having experienced both Ernest DeCouto as Speaker 
and Stanley Lowe as Speaker, they certainly would 
not have had the patience that the current Speaker 
has exhibited towards some of the activities that we 
have seen, particularly in the last few months. 
 I understand. I have listened to the last 
speaker. I understand it must be very difficult, after 
being in power for 14 years, all of a sudden not to feel 
that you are getting your way. But in a funny sort of 
way, I think what I was hearing and what we have 
heard from this side of the House, as well— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number 33. Your point of 
order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: The Honourable Member is 
imputing improper motives. We are not here because 
of some feelings being hurt. We are here because of 
violations of Standing Orders of the House and poten-
tial violations of the Parliamentary Act, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 22. 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am simply reacting 
to what the last speaker said. And as I was saying, I 
know it must be very difficult, after 14 years in Gov-
ernment, to suddenly be in a position where you simp-
ly do not have the ability to get your way. And I think, 
as the Honourable Member, the Attorney General on 
this side, said, the Opposition gets its say; Govern-
ment gets its way. And in many respects, I think it 
speaks a lot to the fairness of the Speaker, because 
Members on both sides of the House have said that 
they often feel that there is a situation where the 
Speaker sometimes goes against them. So, in many 
respects, that is the nature of the House. 
 I can say, having sat in Opposition for some 
14 years, that we repeatedly felt that we were not get-
ting the fairness from the Speaker. But that is just the 
nature of it. And I think it is unfortunate, but that does 
not justify the kind of outrageous behaviour we have 
seen so far. So, in a sense, when both sides feel that 
they have not always gotten their way, perhaps that is 
the Speaker trying to be as even as he can in some of 
these respects. 
 As I was saying, I think what we have seen 
before from former Speakers was much less patience 
in terms of dealing with some of these continual inter-
jections by Members, particularly on the other side of 
the House. And the former Speaker, Stanley Lowe, 
would not have put up with it at all. He would have 
ejected that Honourable Member long before the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Horton, did so. 
 I think those of us who have been around for 
a long time understood that when a Speaker makes a 
ruling, that is the end of the matter. And the Speaker 
sometimes is wrong; we have certainly disagreed with 
some of his rulings on this side of the House. But I 
would also like to remind that Honourable Member 
that the Speaker does not sit for the Government as 
Speaker; he sits for the whole House. The Speaker 
was voted in by the whole House, and it is up to the 
House to essentially take a position as to whether he 
will stay as Speaker or not. 
 I can say very clearly that I will be voting 
against this motion. I think it is a misuse of the time of 
the House. I think it is politically motivated. And I can 
understand why the Members on the other side do not 
feel they get their way as often as they should, but 
they are simply going to have to suck it up. That is just 
the nature of the House up here. 
 When I and other Members were in Opposi-
tion for a long time, we had a number of situations 
where we felt that the Speaker at the time had ruled 
against us. And to somehow suggest that a substan-
tive motion being turned into a take-note motion is 
unfair is absolutely ridiculous, Madam Deputy Speak-
er. It happened multiple times both under the former 
United Bermuda Party Government, and it certainly 
happened multiple times when I was Opposition 
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Leader and when I sat in Opposition. So to somehow 
feel that is unfair or that the Speaker was somehow 
out of order on that is absolute nonsense. It was the 
custom and practice of the House, as the Attorney 
General has said on multiple occasions. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Point of order. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: And it does not justi-
fy— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It does not justify— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: The Chair recog-
nises . . . Quiet, please! 
 The Chair recognises the Member from . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. I am waiting for quiet. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 36. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 This error in the matter— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 This error that the point of the Opposition on 
this amendment by the Attorney General was to attack 
the fact that they sought to make the amendment has 
been repeated now by two Members of the House. 
The Opposition’s position was that we had the right—
the right—to debate the amendment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: We all understood the tactic. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you. 

 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 22. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 The fact remains that the Honourable Member 
who actually moved that motion was basically speak-
ing earlier about the fact that his motion had been 
turned into a take-note motion as opposed to a sub-
stantive motion. So I am simply responding to that. 
Other speakers on that side of the House made the 
same issue. So I am simply answering that and saying 
it has been custom and practice in this House for 
many, many years for that to happen. So, simply be-
cause that happens does not mean it is unfair. It is 
simply the way that governments in the past— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —both Labour Gov-
ernments, PLP Labour Governments and— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order! 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I heard you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh! Now you want to break 
the gavel! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Right. I am in the Chair, 
though. And while I would like to recognise the person 
who was standing to his feet, I will not while other 
people are talking. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Eighteen. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. I continue to hear the peo-
ple speaking. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 18. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, once again, the 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. And I 
will ask him to refer to the motion.  
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In no way in this motion does it say anything 
in regard to the acceptance of the Speaker regarding 
the take-note motion. We are speaking specifically to 
the Speaker denying the right to speak to the amend-
ment. The Honourable Member keeps on talking 
about some part that is not part of the motion, and I 
ask that you might want to direct him in the exact 
same way that you directed us, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 Indeed, we are going to stick to the motion, 
although I let the last speaker expand a little further. I 
will bring it back in now. 
 So, Member, if you could just adhere to the 
motion that is before us. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I would be happy to, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 I think, by and large, I have made my points, 
that very simply, this is not a motion that I can sup-
port. I think it is a waste of the time of the House in 
terms of other important matters that we have to deal 
with.  

I think it is ironic in a certain respect that the  
[Opposition] is bringing this motion, given what I have 
seen as outrageous behaviour and incredible disre-
spect for the Speaker. I have never seen in my almost 
22 years the kind of disrespect for the Speaker that I 
have seen in the last two to two-and-a-half years.  

So, the motion is not one that I can support. I 
do not believe my colleagues can, as well. I think we 
all agree that the Speaker is going to have to make 
difficult rulings from time to time. But when the 
Speaker makes a ruling, the Speaker’s ruling should 
stand. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any Members who 
would like to speak to the motion? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 33 . . .  
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: It ain’t George Marshall. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sandys South. Mr. Jamahl S. 
Simmons. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Hello, Madam Deputy Speak-
er. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the facts of the 
case, if we were before a jury, are this: The Standing 
Orders of the House 11(3)(a) and 13(1), as read with 
21(1)(i), have been violated. The Speaker has admit-
ted it; he has apologised for it. That is not in dispute. 
 What is in dispute is whether this lack of un-
derstanding of the rules was a question of compe-
tence or something else. And that speaks to the very 
nature of the motion in terms of democracy, because 
if we have a speaker who is not competent with the 

rules, then we cannot have a productive debate. We 
cannot do our jobs as representatives of the people 
who sent us here.  

If there is something else, that is something 
we should be very willing to discuss and not suppress. 
If the Speaker is indeed the master chef alleged in the 
Waterfront document— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Member. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: —the public have a right to 
know. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Remember, it was just— 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: I am guided by your wis-
dom— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No! Take a seat, Member! 
(Talk about the respect!) Thank you. 
 I would just bring a point that a point of order 
has already been made, we need to stick to the mo-
tion, not to expand. And I had allowed it, but obvious-
ly, as I was reminded to bring it back in, I am bringing 
it back in. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: The $45,000 worth of rea-
sons for incompetence, perhaps. Perhaps. Perhaps.  

But, Madam Deputy Speaker, when the Op-
position is accused of having brought this for political 
motives, I find it very interesting because I remember 
discussions with Members on that side of the House 
before a previous election about political motives. And 
the political motives were this: If we can only win 19 
seats, how can we convince Members of the Opposi-
tion— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam, Madam. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the At-
torney General. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh! Oh! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! Individuals cannot 
recognise who is standing up. They cannot see you.  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 9. Thank you. The Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
making salacious allegations. It has nothing to do with 
the motion in front of us. If he feels there is some sub-
stance to that, let him put a motion on the table as 
required by the rules. 
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Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
am responding to the allegations of political motives, 
not with allegations, with facts! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! Have I recognised 
you yet?  

No.  
We want to talk about the rules and frustrating 

the Speaker? Here we go. 
 You will stand up. I will recognise you. You 
will speak. You will speak to the motion before us. 
Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of clarification, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of clarification? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Am I not permitted to re-
spond to what was said by the previous Speaker? Is 
that what you are ruling? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I actually did not. What I have 
asked you to do is stick to the motion before us. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: But, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I am trying to respond to allegations of politi-
cal motive to say why it is not a political motive by this 
party bringing this motion forward. But I have not been 
allowed to finish my thought and get to the point I am 
trying to make. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I appreciate that. But right now, 
we have a motion in front of us that we have read 
many— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of clarification, 
please, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: If the Member would sit? Yes, 
the Member has sat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. Thank you. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
 Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I just need your assis-
tance, Madam Deputy Speaker. I need to understand 
how this is working and how it is playing out. 
 The Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, just 
talked about political motives. My Member gets up 
[after] him to speak and [to respond to] that comment 
about political motives, and the Attorney General . . . 

and I respectfully say, maybe I was reading you 
wrong, but it seems like he is being stopped from say-
ing that. That is not fair. That is exactly why we are 
here. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I do not think you 
mean that. But I certainly . . . You know, the Honoura-
ble Attorney General does not want the veil of secrecy 
to be unfolded tonight. That is his problem. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number 9. You have a 
point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: It is a point of order. The 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. 
 I am very much in favour of that Member 
bringing all these allegations into the open, but on a 
substantive motion. The speaker before him may have 
made a general statement; he is making a very specif-
ic allegation of criminal behaviour. He should put a 
specific motion! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I believe we know where we are going. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
let me take this approach then.  

If we are debating the competence of the 
Speaker or something else, based on the motion, be-
cause it goes to the understanding of the rules, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, the question that I think many 
Bermudians are asking as they listen to this debate is, 
Why is the One Bermuda Alliance so protective of the 
Speaker?  

Why is there this surge of interest in this mo-
tion? We have had a Premier get up on multiple mo-
tions to adjourn almost begging, Please bring the mo-
tion of censure forward. Why has it not come? We 
have had Members allegedly been made to cancel 
trips to be present for this debate. And I would ask the 
question, Has the Government had the whip placed 
upon them for this vote? Has the whip been placed 
upon them for this vote? And if so, why? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
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Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Why is the One Bermuda 
Alliance so interested— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. When the Speaker 
speaks, the Member sits. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 We have a motion. It is a specific motion laid 
down by the Opposition. And it is specific. And we are 
here to talk about a very important subject. 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 
number 33. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Madam Deputy Speaker, to 
quote the Speaker in his apology, “In my haste to move 
the debate along, I allowed it to be brought to a vote. 
Upon reflection, and with the benefit of hindsight, I now 
accept that I should not have allowed the amended mo-
tion to be brought to a vote at such an early stage.”  

So, based on the motion and the specific rules 
cited, he has admitted . . . if it was a court of law, he 
would have admitted his guilt. He has admitted his guilt. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, if the facts are that 
Standing Orders of the House 11(3)(a) and 13(1), as 
read with 21(1)(i), have been violated, the Speaker has 
admitted it. He has apologised for it. And it forms the 
basis of this motion of censure. Why is the One Bermuda 
Alliance so defensive of the Speaker, so defensive? 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the public sees what is 
going on. And they will read all about it in the near fu-
ture—(hashtag) #masterchef. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members who would like to 
speak? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from . . . (I should know these numbers by now.) 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Twenty-nine. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. It would 
help if you would just say what number you are when you 
stand up. The Member from constituency number 29, 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it has been very inter-
esting so far. It has been interesting listening to Members 
of the Government and to hear things like, This is a mis-
use of House time by the Honourable Grant Gibbons. 
The Honourable Attorney General, Trevor Moniz, said, 
This is a storm in a teacup, Madam Deputy Speaker, a 
storm in a teacup.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, if it is a storm in a tea-
cup, why did the Speaker go to see the Governor the 
next day? Why did the Ministers of the Government go 
and see the Governor— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
 You point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, that 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. He is mix-
ing up two completely different motions. The Speaker did 
not go to see the Governor after the motion that is the 
subject of this motion here. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is in this debate. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from constit-
uency number— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Constituency number 29. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You see, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? You see? When the Speaker makes a com-
plaint that our Leader said that if he did not resign, he 
was going to tell all of Bermuda that he was the master 
chef who received— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: But, Member, that is not in— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —a $45,000 payment— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —our motion. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Forty-five thousand dollars— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! Member! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —from the OBA! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. That is not in our mo-
tion. It has been very neat up to this point. If you could 
stay to the motion, or just guide it towards the motion. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Thank you.  

See, Madam Deputy Speaker? I think that that 
is very important to this motion. That is exactly why we 
are here. In fact, the Honourable Attorney General 
asked our Leader about an hour ago to tell us what 
you were getting blackmailed for! So now I am telling 
the people of Bermuda that he, our Leader— 
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah! The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number 9. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Member thinks we are 
talking about Port Royal. We are not speaking about 
Port Royal. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Aah!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number 29. And we are 
going to stick to the motion in front of us! It is the Op-
position’s motion. You would think you would want to 
deal with the motion before you. 
  
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 See, Madam Deputy Speaker, that morning, 
when the Leader had this conversation with the 
Speaker, I do not know if you recall, but I do. We did 
not start that morning until 10:30. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You know why? 
 
An Hon. Member: Why? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Because the Premier— 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I think the Attorney 
General was with him, were in with the Speaker after 
that meeting. So, why is that? This House starts at ten 
o’clock on the nose. 
 
Some Hon. Members: No, it does not. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, fairly close to on the 
nose.  

Well, I tell you what. When Stanley Lowe was 
the Speaker, it started exactly at 10:00. But why did it 
not start at 10:00 that day? In fact, why did it not start 
until 10:30? Because the Leader went in to talk to the 
Speaker and say, Do the honourable thing and resign. 

Okay? But, but what happened after that? The next 
thing is that the Premier and the Attorney General 
spent the next 30 minutes with the Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Not you, not you. The oth-
er— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Have a seat. Have a 
seat, please. 
 The motion before us is dealing with sup-
pressing debate in the House of Assembly on an 
amendment to an Opposition motion of public im-
portance and a breach of basic tenets of parliamen-
tary procedure, parliamentary procedure pertaining to 
what is going on within the House. 
 I cannot allow you to speak to things that did 
not happen in the House. It makes it very difficult. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, on the floor. Because our 
motion is specific. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
when you have a separation of powers that we wit-
nessed that morning, and in this House, whether it is 
behind that door or on this side of the door, that is 
very much out of order and it should concern every 
Bermudian in this country. Seriously. Seriously. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, I just 
want a clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. A point of clarifica-
tion; do you accept a point of clarification? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the At-
torney General. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, no, I am not. I think he is 
sorting it out. I do not think you were saying that I 
went in, because I have . . .  
 
Some Hon. Members: No, no, no. 
 



2854 17 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: You said the Attorney Gen-
eral. 
 
An Hon. Member: The former Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The former Attorney General, 
not me. That is all. I just wanted clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva:  
 But you see, Madam Deputy Speaker, what 
you get with this information, what you get is, you get 
the old saying, Let’s connect the dots. And then you 
get an affidavit. You get Mike MacLean, DaCosta. You 
get master chef. You get payments of $45,000— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Member. We are 
sticking to the motion. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: This is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. No. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. I will move on. I will 
move on. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No matter. You know. You are 
good at it. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 But see, as soon as you mention Mike Mac-
Lean, DaCosta and that affidavit, their hair stands up. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That has nothing to do with 
me, Member. I am asking you to stick to the motion 
before us. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You are finding a bit of a chal-
lenge there, but we are— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, the interpolation from 
that side just keeps taking me off base.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Do not let them do that to you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I apologise, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker. 
 Like I said, when they hear those names, you 
know, they get all ruffled. They talk about Port Royal, 
you know, Let’s talk about Port Royal, let’s talk about 
this. You know why? Because you hit close to home, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. The real corruption, the real 

corruption starts to show its face. That is when they 
get up and want to talk about Port Royal and cedar 
beams and those types of false accusations, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

The C word that they accused of us almost 
weekly here when we were in power for 14 years, but 
the corruption is slowly rearing its head. The bribery, 
all those things are coming out now, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. They are all coming out. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. I am go-
ing to guide you once again by reading that you are to 
reflect upon the motion that the Opposition laid. You 
keep going really as far outside as you possibly can. 
And I really would not like to have to ask you to sit and 
not have the remainder of your stay. No, no. I would 
not want to have to [do that]. So, please proceed. 
 Wait a minute. The Chair recognises the 
Member from . . . Is it a point of order, sir? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, ma’am. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Constituency number? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Five. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Five. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The Bible Belt. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we are in the full House. There is some lati-
tude in motions in the full House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: In Committee—it 
would appear to me that you are ruling based on us 
being in Committee. This again is the full House, and 
there is some latitude to motions by the Members 
speaking. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much for the 
guidance. I will stick to the rules, and the rules say the 
Minister, with the consent of the Speaker, may . . . [At 
Rule 19(11)(a)] “Debate upon any Motion, Bill or 
Amendment shall be relevant to such Motion . . .” So I 
am assuming that I can determine what is relevant. “. . 
. Bill or Amendment, and a Member shall confine his 
or her observations to the subject under discussion.” 
 And I am only helping, or trying to help, to 
guide you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you. 
Thank you, thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 And, you know, Madam Deputy Speaker, this 
is the point I would like to drive home. See, the reason 
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we are here tonight is you have this $45,000 payment 
that was made. Right? You have a $45,000 pay-
ment— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. No. Just stick to the 
motion. It has nothing to do with a $45 million [sic] 
payment. Please stick to the motion in front of you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 When you hear of . . . You know, when some-
body accused my Leader of blackmail, it takes me 
right off track, Madam Deputy Speaker. And that is 
why I have got to hit this point home. Because, you 
know, when my Leader takes two of his colleagues in, 
does not tell them what they are going for, and says, 
Look. And he lays it on the line, which leads to the 
motion, which leads to the motion, right? It leads to 
the motion. And then, after that meeting, they have 
then got to go to the police and swear a statement. 
And then, the Speaker  accuses my Leader of black-
mailing him! That is why we are here, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, no we are not here to 
discuss— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is why this motion is 
here! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We are here to discuss—
Honourable Member, have a seat. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
the only time I have to take my seat is when you stand 
up. I will not disturb you. You can talk. I will . . . You 
know, I am getting my blood circulating. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! I am asking you to 
have a seat! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, please guide yourself 
by the motion in front of us. And, Member, I know you 
are quite clear about the motion. And would you like to 
confine yourself to the motion, suppressing debate in 
the House of Assembly on an amendment to an Op-
position motion of public importance and a breach of 
basic tenets of parliamentary procedure? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The reason that we feel that the Speaker’s 
position is untenable is because of this Jetgate money 
that came into possession— 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number 22. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have the floor. Your point 
of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER  
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
 Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member continues to impute improper motives, talking 
about money and Jetgate. He has been doing it all 
night. And he is simply not taking your direction, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Twenty-nine. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Twenty-nine. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: When the Whip walks between 
the Member who is standing to speak on her own side 
and the Chair, that is not acceptable. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, just 
mentioned, you know, this has nothing to do with 
Jetgate. It has everything to do with Jetgate. And he 
would know that. It is everything to do with Jetgate. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And the $400,000 that they 
received— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have a point of order? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member continues to impute improper motives. That 
has nothing to do with the motion in front of us, which 
is about procedure. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, if I have to continue 
to guide you . . . The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency number— 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thirty-six, Madam. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thirty-six. You are standing on 
a point of order? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: On a point of clarification— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of clarification? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —as the maker of the motion. 
 When Members of my team, the Opposition 
team, seek to relate the Speaker, the Honourable 
Kenneth Randolph Horton, to either Jetgate or these 
allegations that have recently come to bear, the con-
nection between the Speaker’s behaviour and these 
terrible allegations is made. The connection is that the 
Speaker has been involved in these activities. So the 
connection has been made. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, no. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, speak to the 
Chair. Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The connection is between 
the Speaker, Kenneth Randolph Horton, which is part 
of the motion, that the Speaker’s behaviour is being 
examined, scrutinised. But the [Government’s] raising 
these objections is disingenuous.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, the implication of the 
motion should be permitted to be debated. The impli-
cation of the motion of the behaviour of Mr. Horton, 
the Speaker, should be able to be debated. After all, 
we are not, as has been indicated, operating under 
the rules that pertain to committee. We are in a gen-
eral debate. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 And as a general debate, there is a motion 
that has been drawn by yourself, Member. And it is 

not to discuss implications. It is to discuss the words 
written on your motion. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, you know, this mo-
tion is brought tonight through an accumulation of bi-
ased behaviour. And as my colleague, Jamahl Sim-
mons, was alluding to, is there a reason for that? And 
some of these events make us wonder. Right?  

I mean, many times, when the Honourable Dr. 
Grant Gibbons gets on his feet and we are speaking 
over here, the Speaker never, ever, ever shuts him 
down. He gets up, he starts talking. He does not call 
point of order. And that happens all the time. If anyone 
observed it, they would notice it. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Point of order? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. The Honoura-
ble Member is misleading the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. The Chair recognises 
the Member from constituency number 22. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Acting Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. When I stand up on a point of order, I usually 
give the point of order. And if I do not, then you or the 
Speaker usually ask me what it is. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yah, yah, yah, yah, yah, 
yah, yah. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, like I said, there are many times, and I have 
been one MP, in particular,  that the Speaker has . . . I 
am surprised that MP Burt was ordered out of here 
before myself or Glenn Blakeney. Because it seems 
like Glenn Blakeney and myself are on his hit list. And 
not only . . . But I will tell you what. The Honourable 
Member, Dr. Grant Gibbons, just pulled the word right 
out of my mouth. It is disrespectful, and he is right. 
And he is right. 
 And it is disrespectful. And guess what, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker?  
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I get it—I get it all the time! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Have a seat. 
 Point of order? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number 9. Thank you very 
much. And your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member 
Grant Gibbons was saying that Member was disre-
spectful. So he is misquoting. And as usual, as usual. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
let me tell you. There are a lot of people that listen to 
this debate on Friday nights. And I get it all the time! 
 
An Hon. Member: All the time! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Not only do I get emails, 
but all of us colleagues on this side, we get it all dur-
ing the week. And you know what? I have seen the 
Speaker disrespect Members on this side of the 
House whilst their families are sitting in the gallery! 
And they have been disrespected.  

And the Honourable Attorney General says it 
is rubbish.  

My wife is there now. And you all go and ask 
her, Mr. Attorney General! He has disrespected Mem-
bers on this side when she has been in here! And my 
daughter is here, too. Your son should be here, but 
you know where he probably is. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes! Where is your son? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, my 
son is out working. There is nothing wrong with that. 
 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. One moment. One 
moment. I did not recognise you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is being as disgraceful, as 
he usually is! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, you see? What the Speaker has to realise is 
that he does not only offend us or our family. But he 
has to remember that he was voted into this House by 
Progressive Labour Party supporters. And that is who 
he offends as well. And we get that every week for 
two-and-a-half years from our supporters! 
 
[Inaudible interjection and general uproar!] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Member. The issue, if 
you would like to discuss misconduct, suppressing 
debate, point of privilege, which was “refused to allow 
to be heard”, Standing Order Numbers 11(3)(a), 13(1), 
as read with 21(1)(i)—these are some of the issues 
that I would like to hear you discuss— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —as it pertained— 
  
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: To the motion. Got it. 
Thank you. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, Hansard March 16th 
this year, 2015, page 1, and with your indulgence, I 
will just read a little excerpt. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What is it, please? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Hansard, March 16th, 2015, 
page 1. March 16th. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. We— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am referring to March 16th 
Hansard. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. Well, I have not given you 
permission to read it. 
 
An Hon. Member: What! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We are debating the motion 
that you have laid. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: This is going to speak to 
the motion. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is where the apology is! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: This is where the apology. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. That does help me. 
That is guiding. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Man, we have been talking 
about March 13th to 16th all night, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. Jamahl . . .  

Madam Deputy Speaker, from the 
er: 2“You will know that on Friday last, one Honoura-
ble Member, aggrieved as he was by a decision or 
decisions of mine, took his complaint initially to the 
press, which reported his remarks extensively. I pre-
sume that the Honourable Member’s remarks were 
reported accurately. The Honourable Member then 
wrote a letter of complaint to me and shared the letter 
with the press for publication. 
 “This action was more than disappointing, for 
it completely cut across, if not undermined, the proce-
dures by which this House is to be governed and by 
which it is meant to govern . . . Further, I view this ac-
tion as a violation of a Member’s duty to the House, its 
rules and procedures for addressing matters of the 
House even where a Member feels that he is right and 
that he is justifiably aggrieved. It is wrong and it is un- 
helpful. 
 “Some of the reported remarks were, at the 
very least, disrespectful and, whether intended or not, 
bordered on being contemptuous of the Speaker, the 
House and how we govern ourselves. I understand 
that the Honourable Member and others of his col-
leagues were aggrieved and angry that night as a re-
sult of my decisions.” 
 Now, why did I read all that, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? Because that is what the motion is about. 
And the Speaker was ticked off that my Deputy Lead-
er took a letter to the press and distributed it amongst 
the media. “Disrespectful,” he called it. Yes. And 
Grant Gibbons, the Honourable Member, agrees.  

Well, that is okay when you can disrespect my 
Deputy Leader, when he asks four times, two points of 
order and two points of privilege, and then Mr. Fox is 
asked to escort him out of the House when he has 
made a ruling. 
 First of all, the ruling was wrong. And then 
when my Deputy Leader stands up on a point of or-
der, [the Speaker] does not take it. Then he stands up 
on a point of privilege, and [the Speaker] does not 

                                                      
2 Official Hansard Report, 16 March 2015, page 1655 

take it, which is against the rules of the House. And 
you are talking about [being] disrespectful? What do 
you want him to do? Just bend over like a little boy? 
Should he just bend over and say, Okay?  

No!  
No! He is not going to do that, and he did not 

do that. And he will not do it in the future. 
 
An Hon. Member: Never, ever!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, he ran away! You all ran 
away! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We made you run away! 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
this is the first time in our history that a Speaker has 
been censured. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, the motion being 
brought against the Speaker. (Sorry.) Well, probably I 
was thinking about the illegal censure on my Leader 
because of this. Right? But [this is the] first time in our 
history that we have had this debate over the Speaker 
of the House. 
 And you know what, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
we have to ask ourselves, Why? The people of Ber-
muda have to ask themselves, Why? And I have a 
simple answer why. Because we have been told of a 
blackmail conversation. We have been told of bribery 
conversations. We have had Members of this Parlia-
ment, this House . . . Honourable Members had to 
make police statements on a meeting they had with 
the Speaker, based on a false allegation that he said 
to the Speaker, If you do not resign, I am going to tell 
everybody you took $45,000 to become the master 
chef.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, that is why we are 
here. And that money all comes from Landow. And 
that is why it all ties in. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Member. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency number 22. 
 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Hansard/House_of_Assembly/Hansard_by_Session_Date/16%20OHR%2016%20%20March%202015%20pp%201655-1828.pdf


Official Hansard Report 17 July 2015 2859 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Honourable Member is imputing improper 
motives. There is no substance to that. If he wants— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: If he wants to make 
an allegation like that, as my honourable colleague, 
the Attorney General, has said, he needs to bring a 
substantive motion. It has nothing to do with the mo-
tion in front of us. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

And you know why the Honourable Grant 
Gibbons— 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I have not recognised 
you. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, oh, sorry. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency number 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I guess the Honourable 
Member Grant Gibbons could say that that is not true. 
Maybe he is paying somebody. 

Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, you are imputing im-
proper motive, and that is not allowed, not acceptable. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, he needs to retract that statement. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Member. Member. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
said maybe.  

The Deputy Speaker: No. Member, just be the politi-
cian and retract it, please. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I will retract it. But I did not 
say he did.  

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. That is fine. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But I did not say he did. I 
said maybe.  

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I mean, how would he 
know that that story is untrue? 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, we are going to stick 
to the motion at hand. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: All right. Let us keep on 
train. 

See, Madam Deputy Speaker, just like the 
Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, gets up like that, 
says, No, no, no, no, no, why did the OBA Chairman 
have to resign because of investigations into Jetgate? 

The Deputy Speaker: Member! Member! Member! 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Why did he resign? 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. If you continue not to 
discuss the debate . . . No, I am not going to accept, 
Member. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Deputy Speaker: I am not going to expect or 
allow continued disregard of what I have suggested 
and guided you to. Understand? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Got it, got it. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency number 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I apologise. But, see, what people do not 
hear out on the radio is the undertones and some of 
the comments. And so, I will try and keep right on . . 
.You and I keep a nice, low line and length straight 
down here, like this, between you and me. 

But, Madam Deputy Speaker, you know, let 
me finish on this note. Let me finish on this note. 
When you get the Attorney General, who says that 
this is just a storm in a teacup, and you have the Hon-
ourable Dr. Gibbons, who says this is a misuse of 
House time, but . . . but you have the serious, serious 
dots that have been connected tonight, serious dots 
that have been connected, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And that is why we are 
here. You think that the Honourable Shadow Attorney 
General, Michael Scott, brought this motion tonight 
because he did not have anything else to do this 
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weekend? No! There is a reason for it. But you know 
what? They can make all the noise they want to over 
on that side of the House. The people of Bermuda 
have been waiting for this night. They have been wait-
ing for this motion. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, they are not going to 
be disappointed; I can assure you of that, Minister of 
Tourism. I can assure you of that. Because, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, what we want is for Members of this 
House, our Speaker, we want him to be straight up 
with the Members that he is supposed to oversee. 
That is what we want. Like you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, when you are in that Chair, you know, I do 
not ever feel that there is any bias when you are in 
that Chair. I do not. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: This is not about me. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, it is not about you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. I am just drawing an exam-
ple, because we only have a Speaker and a Deputy 
Speaker. We have the Honourable Randy Horton, and 
we have the Honourable Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, 
who is the Deputy. And you know what, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker? I am not just saying that. I am not trying 
to brown-nose anybody or anything like that. But you 
know what? The people of this country— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Stick to the motion, Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The people of this country 
have been dying for this motion to come, and this is 
one of the examples that we talk about and discuss 
with our people on a weekly basis. It is just a fact. It is 
just a fact, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, as I take my 
seat, I know that the Government is under the strong-
est of whips tonight. That is for sure. You can tell by 
the way the Honourable Dr. Gibbons and the Honour-
able Attorney General spoke tonight that they are go-
ing to be under heavy whip. But maybe, just maybe, 
some of the back-benchers might just vote the way in 
which they should do, and that is what is right. Thank 
you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the motion? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 31, Southampton West Central, the 
Minister of Tourism Development and Transport, the 
Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell. 
 And we will start your clock as soon as it is 
quiet. 
 
[Pause] 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 It has been a long day, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I have been on my feet quite a bit today. 
And I am a tad under the weather. So I do not intend 
on being too long.  

But I have to say, Madam Deputy Speaker, as 
I have heard tonight quite a few Members who have 
spoken, that it is a sad day. We have heard it is a sad 
day that we are debating this motion. And I agree it is 
a sad day. It is astonishing, the arguments I have 
heard today. And we have waited for months for this 
motion to be taken up. And we have heard that Infor-
mation is coming. In fact, last week, it was carried 
over because information just came contemporane-
ously that was going to expose something. 
 Here we are tonight, and I have heard the 
crux of it, which is stated in the motion, which I found 
astonishing, that a Member of this Honourable House 
was not allowed to give a point of order. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is the crux of it, Shawn? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We have heard, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, that the Honourable Member was . . 
. There was a suppression of debate in the House of 
Assembly. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, that is what is in the 
motion! I am reading what is in the motion. 
 And you know, what is interesting, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is that I have been in this House for 
eight years. And I served in the Opposition under the 
Speaker, the Honourable Stanley Lowe. And if we 
were to bring a motion to censure a Speaker because 
he denied a Member to bring a point of order, we 
would have been bringing censure motions all the 
time. The Honourable Speaker of the day made his 
decision. If he did not want to hear you, he did not 
hear you! And I was a recipient on countless occa-
sions when I was making a point of order on the Gov-
ernment and I was trying to make a point, which was a 
compelling political point! And at times I felt the previ-
ous Speaker prevented me from making the point to 
protect his colleagues; that was my feeling. That is the 
nature of the Westminster Parliamentary system.  

I remember one time, Madam Deputy Speak-
er, we were in this Honourable House and the Speak-
er was adjourning the House. And I was reading 
something at the time, and I failed to take to my feet. 
And the Speaker of the day rebuked me for not stand-
ing, and I was shocked. I was like, I’m sorry. I just 
wasn’t paying attention at the time. And I had to apol-
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ogise. The Speaker, Madam Deputy Speaker, is in 
charge of the House. 
 The problem that we have seen in this Hon-
ourable House with the Opposition is they cannot take 
not getting their way. That has been the problem. Eve-
ry time they do not get a ruling their way, they hum 
and haw and cry. Unbelievable! I sit and say, Wait a 
minute! Especially when I heard the Opposition Whip 
get up tonight and talk . . . I mean, talk about a cosy 
relationship with a Speaker! When the Opposition 
Whip was the Whip of this House, she was extremely 
close to the Speaker at the time. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is what? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 Because, you know what? And that is a 
Learned Member. Speakers, as you know, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, all Whips, Opposition and Govern-
ment Whips, spend a lot of time with all the Speakers. 
And that is just a fact. That is what they do. Every day 
of . . . excuse me. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am still listening to 
you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 So, you know, it is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I think you made— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: This is not a point of or-
der. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: How can you do a point of 
order on a point of order? 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am doing a point of or-
der. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat. The Chair recog-
nises— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He is making another 
speech, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Min-
ister. 
 Your point of order has been made, has it? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I do not know— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, I cannot listen to 
two. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He jumped up twice during 
my speech. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: During my point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you, Member. Have a seat. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I never said there was anything wrong with 
the relationship. The point is it was a very close rela-
tionship, Madam Deputy Speaker. And it was very 
clear, in my view, Madam Deputy Speaker, that there 
was a position . . . We heard Honourable Members 
say that they believe that the Speaker, the current 
Speaker, shows bias. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Your point of order is? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: What does this have 
to do with— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The point of order is 
this fellow is misleading the House. He is going out-
side of the motion. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Oh. Member, have a seat. 
Member, have a seat. Have a seat, Member. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar!] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, no, no, no, no! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Min-
ister. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order! Point of 
order! 
  
The Deputy Speaker: I have heard your point of or-
der. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is the problem, 
right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Shh! I cannot hear anything. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Let me tell you what is 
the problem. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, I cannot hear the 
Member standing to his feet! 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is the problem. 
You cannot dismiss me until you hear my point of or-
der! That is the problem in this place here! And that is 
why we are here debating this tonight! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —because of that 
same attitude by the Speaker! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And you should not be 
doing that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, I was just going to say. For 
clarification, your point of order was that he was not 
speaking to the point of order? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 
  
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
when the mover of the motion started, he made an 
interesting statement that has been repeated on a few 
occasions by other Opposition Members, talking about 

the way that the Speaker was elected Speaker and 
the fact that he came from the Opposition side. To me 
. . .  in fact, the speaker who just took his seat made 
the statement that he offends PLP Members. And 
that, to me, is the crux of what is going on.  

From that day, from the day that the Honour-
able Randolph Horton became the Speaker, there has 
been an animus towards him by the Opposition. And it 
has been exemplified in disrespectful behaviour. I 
mean, we talk about Honourable Members getting 
thrown out of the House! I have seen behaviour, and I 
have heard comments in this Honourable House dur-
ing the two-and-a-half years that we have been the 
Government that the Honourable Stanley Lowe would 
have never tolerated! People would have been thrown 
out left, right and centre, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
regardless of who said it. 
 The point is that we have seen an accelera-
tion of disrespect in this House towards the Speaker. 
So from what I have heard, the underlying cause of 
this is the fact that he became the Speaker. And that 
affected the numerical dynamics in the House. And 
the Opposition have been upset by that since that 
day. That is the crux of it. 
 And now we hear matters being complained 
of as regards to the events of Friday the 13th of March 
of this year. Madam Deputy Speaker, what I wit-
nessed on Friday, the 13th of March, I had seen on a 
regular basis in Parliament. Yes, things get heated. 
And there are times when the Speaker makes a deci-
sion that enough is enough. And he will stop individu-
als from bringing points of order. He will stop individu-
als from making their point. It has happened to me. 
But yet again, we see an Opposition who cannot han-
dle not getting their way! 
 Now, I am not going to speak to all of these 
outrageous allegations. What I am going to say about 
the allegations, and we have heard numerous allega-
tions made, and very salacious allegations and very 
serious allegations. But if these allegations have any 
substance, why in the world have they not gone 
through the proper authorities, and [let] the proper 
process take place— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Why would the Honourable 
and Learned Minister presume that those actions 
have not even occurred? What makes him think that 
we have not done that already? The question is, Why 
has there not been any action on it? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 

All I know, all I know, with the plethora of seri-
ous allegations that have been made over the years, 
none have been substantiated! None! Not one has 
been substantiated! So, yet again, it is the tactic of the 
Opposition to make these allegations and try to im-
pugn the Government, and now trying to impugn the 
Honourable Speaker. 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: What is the point of order? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: The Honourable and Learned 
Member is misleading the House. This Opposition 
have made no allegations. The allegations came from 
a citizen of this country, contained in his affidavit, 
which is a piece of evidence that has been filed in the 
court. 

Why is the Honourable Member suggesting 
that this is an allegation of the Opposition? It is an 
allegation brought— 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. Point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Thank you. Your point of 
order? The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: We have all heard this even-
ing where (the Honourable and Learned Shadow is 
misleading the House) the allegations are being made 
on the floor of the House. They may be hearsay alle-
gations. But the fact that they are saying somebody 
said this, they are still making the allegation against 
the Speaker of wrong behaviour. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: They are making it on the 
floor of the House. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency number 29. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Shh! 

[Pause] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Attorney 
General talking about allegations . . . allegations by 
the OBA’s paid blogger, Stephen DaCosta.  

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, no, no. Point of order. 
Point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is no allegation. That 
is admission from him. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat. Thank you. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises . . . 
Thank you.  

The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I will reiterate the 
support given by my colleagues to the Speaker. And I 
have heard Members say that they have lost confi-
dence in the Speaker. Well, I have not, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker. And, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will be 
voting against this motion.  

As I was saying, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
there are times when we have debate in this House, 
and as you know, Madam Deputy Speaker, things can 
get heated. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Things can get heated, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. Things can get antagonistic. 
People can lose their temper in this House, including 
the Speaker. The Speaker is not immune to that. I 
have seen it before.  

This is a House of debate, and quite often we 
debate contentious and difficult matters. What hap-
pened on March 13th was not unique. It was not 
unique. And the fact that that has formed part of this 
censure motion is extraordinary. 

Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. The Honourable Member— 
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The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute. One moment. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 33. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. The offences of that night were 
unique because the Speaker was forced to admit error 
and apologise for violations of specific Standing Or-
ders. That is unique, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
from what I have observed in this Honourable House, 
I did not find the events of that evening unique. I have 
seen it before. I have been part of it before. When you 
have been in debate and things get heated and the 
Speaker— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. Point of or-
der. Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House, Madam Deputy Speaker. He said just now he 
has been here for eight years. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And, getting on, but the 
thing is it is not unique and he said it happens every 
week. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He has never seen . . . he 
has never seen— 
 
An Hon. Member: Never! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —Deputy Leader Burt, or 
anybody else, for that matter, being thrown out since 
he has been in this House. And I will stand to be cor-
rected if I am wrong. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
as I have said time and time again, I have been in the 
House. I have, myself, been stopped from making a 
point of order. I have stood to my feet, made a point of 
order and been told to sit down without articulating 
what my point of order was going to be. That is the cut 
and thrust of debate. And the Speaker has the au-
thority— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable and Learned 
Member is misleading the House. He cannot provide 
one shred of evidence to back up his claims that he 
experienced what we have experienced—not one 
shred of evidence. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Clearly, they are not go-
ing to let me make a presentation. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am telling you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, the experiences I have had in this 
House. And I know that there have been times when I 
have gotten up and made a point of order and was 
denied making the point of order. Okay? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: When? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: In this Honourable 
House! I do not have to give a date! I do not answer to 
the Opposition Leader. 
 I am telling you, Madam Deputy Speaker, it 
has happened before, and not just to me. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the issues that occurred on that night led the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to feel aggrieved. 
And as a result of that, he wrote a letter to the Speak-
er. And with your permission, Madam Deputy Speak-
er, I would like to refer to his letter. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And in the letter, it states 
(and this is the Deputy Leader of the Opposition), “Mr. 
Speaker, given the above,” (and “the above” is a 
chronology of what took place) “I would hope that you 
accept”— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of clarification, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. The Chair recognises 
the Opposition Leader. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Just for the record, the Hon-
ourable and Learned Minister is going to read a doc-
ument that was written not on Friday, March the 13th. 
It was not on that date. So, is it acceptable to be read 
because it is relevant to the discussion? If it is, then 
whatever we want to say that is relevant to the dis-
cussion has the same relevancy. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. And you 
have— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I just want to see the balance. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I agree. And there has been 
balance. We have actually— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I just want to see the balance. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The only thing that I have 
stopped was the reading of a document which I be-
lieve would have been sub judice. And I did want that 
one individual— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I did not want that one Member 
who was speaking to be disenfranchised. Thank you. 
 Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. This letter 
has already been referenced during this debate, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. And so I am just referencing it 
again. 
 And in the letter, the Deputy Leader— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
my colleague could not read that document. He 
should not be able to read that document. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: If we are going to be fair! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Let me explain. I will explain why I did not al-
low that Member. And I did explain it then. But the 
reason I did not allow that letter to be read was be-
cause it was an affidavit. It was filed at the police de-
partment— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No! But no! Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That was not an affidavit. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah. I think I remember. Right. It 
was a witness statement. 

It was a witness statement? Was it a witness 
statement, Members? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes, it was a witness state-
ment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But there is a distinction be-
tween them all. And it seems as if it is becoming con-
fused, almost intentionally, and trivialised. Right? But 
if we cannot speak, Madam Deputy Speaker, if we get 
heckled and the debate is suppressed, whereas from 
a police witness statement as the result of allegations 
as the result of a meeting as a result of that egregious 
error by the Speaker, if we cannot present that be-
cause you thought it was sub judice, and it is not sub 
judice, then certainly we should be allowed to present 
it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The contents of that letter— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am asking for your ruling. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am giving it to you if 
you would let me speak. Thank you. 
 The contents of that letter were actually given 
on the floor, which I allowed. Thank you. 
 Minister of Tourism. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
this is really becoming farcical. And I am going to 
bring my comments to a close. This letter has already 
been referenced and read by Members of the Opposi-
tion tonight. But I will not read it.  
 The point I want to make on the letter that is 
completely germane to the issue is that the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition stated in the letter, said to 
the Speaker, invited the Speaker to apologise for the 
error of not allowing the motion to be debated, or the 
amendment on the motion to be debated. And the 
Speaker, during the subsequent meeting, came and, 
to his credit, Madam Deputy Speaker . . . We have 
heard Honourable Members say today, Well, we have 
never seen a Speaker apologise. Well, in my opin-
ion—and I have a right to my opinion, before there are 
multiple points of order—former Speakers, in my opin-
ion, should have apologised for errors I felt they 
made, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 But this Speaker came in the subsequent 
meeting, and he apologised for the error. And, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, as far as I am concerned, that was 
the end of the matter. A mistake was identified, and, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, the Speaker at the time ac-
cepted it and apologised for it. 
 Now, what is interesting is that in the Deputy 
Leader’s letter he never suggested anything more 
than that. In fact, it appeared in his letter that the 
apology would have sufficed. And then, here we are 
for what I believe is political expediency having this 
motion, which has become, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
really an embarrassment to this House. 
 But I will say that I support the Speaker. He 
has a difficult job in a very unique situation. This 
House has never been so close in terms of the num-
bers since we went to 36 seats, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. But it is outrageous that every corner we 
take, all we hear are these outrageous and damaging, 
serious allegations that the Opposition can never sub-
stantiate. And that is why, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
over the past two and a half years, this House has 
been brought into disrepute. 

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak? Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5, Hamilton East, the Deputy Opposition 
Leader. Thank you. Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the Honourable Member who just took his 
seat started out by saying, This is a sad day. It is a 
sad day. And I will get into that later on. 
 But let me first clear up the comments or the 
insinuations about the Honourable Stanley Lowe. 
Stanley Lowe is an honourable man. And he was 

honourable when he served in this House for over 30 
years. 
 
Some Hon. Members: That is right. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: He was impartial. He 
never took any sides. He never took any sides. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Right? And that is a 
person we all could learn from. 
 But the other thing, Stanley knew the rules. 
He knew the rules. And for the Honourable Member 
who just took his seat insinuating that the Honourable 
Member, Sir Stanley Lowe, treated them unfairly, I or 
anyone who has any common sense— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Tour-
ism Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I never said that the Honour-
able Stanley Lowe treated anyone unfairly. I may have 
disagreed with him, but I never said that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I accept that. But he 
insinuated. His remarks were that it was questionable, 
some of his decisions were questionable. I never saw 
that in Stanley, even when he ruled against us. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I appreciate that you 
are making a comment, but I just want to remind you. 
You will come back to the motion, I know. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Well, no, no. I am on 
the motion now. The Member who just took his seat, 
you gave that latitude to talk about it; then I need to 
respond to it. So that is what I am doing, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, we do not ex-
pect to win this vote. They have the numbers. But the 
record must be written. And it is being written. And the 
people will decide, not the 36 of us up her or 35 to-
night or whatever it is, not them. The people will de-
cide, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, the reason we 
are here tonight is because the Chair . . . Let me say 
that Speaker . . . I will wait until you finish. 
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[Pause] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I want to talk to you, 
[Madam Deputy] Speaker. You cannot talk to me and 
my cousin same time, you know. 
 The thing is, we are here because the rules 
have been violated. And it is almost like you take an 
umpire at Cup Match. You put him in the centre and 
he violates the rules. What do you think is going to 
happen? It is going to be . . . Oh, it is going to be, the 
craziness will go on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I will respond to that 
later. 
 So, the thing is, when you do not understand 
the rules and violate the rules, you will get what we 
are getting tonight. Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
rules are quite clear. When a person makes a point of 
order, they must be heard. There is no one up here 
who has got more say than anybody else. We know 
the Speaker controls the House. But the Speaker 
must give the respect to everybody. And when the 
Honourable Member David Burt got up to call a point 
of order, he should have been heard. And he was 
continuously denied, intentionally, to express his point 
of order. And in the end, he was thrown out of the 
House. That is not the way . . . You know, you cannot 
be . . . You are the victim, and you are the one being 
punished because you are the victim. 
 And the other thing is, when our Leader, Marc 
Bean, when an allegation, a report was made to the 
Speaker about something he had said, the House was 
already in disrepute. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is right. Already in disre-
pute. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: So, everybody was 
leaving. So it is not like the Leader of the Opposition 
displayed any disorderly conduct in this House to the 
Speaker. It never happened. And the thing is . . . But it 
does not prevent anybody making a report or an alle-
gation to the Speaker. Whether right or wrong, they 
can do that. But it is how you handle that allegation. 
And what should have happened, the Leader should 
have been called into the Chambers and asked about 
it. And you will see that in May’s [Erskine May: Par-
liamentary Practice]. Right? 
 
An Hon. Member: That is what Stanley Lowe used to 
do. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And if the Speaker 
thought it was so serious, they could have taken some 
action. But what normally happens, the Speaker will 
say, Well, okay. You need to go in and apologise to 

the House. And that is it! But that did not happen. It 
did not happen. And that is what should have hap-
pened. 
 These are rules that were violated by the 
Chambers, by that Chair. And that is why you get 
what you get here tonight. And the thing is, it is almost 
like some of the cases that have happened in the 
States, where they try to arrest somebody. They han-
dle the person wrong. They kill them. And now they 
have to pay. Wrongful or aggressive . . . wrongful 
death, aggression, violating the rules of police arrest. 
That is what they have done, violated the rules. 
 So when you violate the rules against some-
body, they cannot be the loser (even though he lost 
his life). They cannot be the loser. And so, it is be-
cause of the Chair not understanding the rules. And 
we have seen it in this House, and I just most of the 
time sit quietly, and I hear, I see the differences in 
both sides, how they are treated. I say, Okay, that can 
happen now and then. But it happens too often, too 
often, much too often. In fact, it was just last week in 
this House I heard a Member on the other side use an 
adjective to describe the Leader of the Opposition. 
And that is a violation of the rules. You cannot do that. 
You cannot do that regardless of any side. Once you 
are on your feet—I am not talking about the under-
tones—if you are on your feet, you cannot do that. 
That Member was on his feet. You cannot do that. 
And this is what we see. 
 Now, if that had happened on this side, I 
would say seven times out of 10 we would have been 
reprimanded or threatened to be thrown out like Zane 
is always threatened to be thrown out. Honourable 
Member Zane De Silva, my brother, you know, is al-
ways threatened to be sent out. And so, the rules 
must be applied evenly. And, Madam Deputy Speak-
er, we are seeing things in this House where we have 
been stifled in debate, Jetgate, Stonegate and all 
types of gates in this House. You know, this cannot go 
on like this here. 
 I have been in this House a number of years. I 
do not want to say the number of years I have been 
here. But this is the worst I am seeing it. It is the worst 
I am seeing it. And I think the reason why I think it is 
like this is because if the head of the House does not 
know the rules, you are going to have problems like 
we are having. It is almost like a home. If the parents 
are dysfunctional, most times the children will be dys-
functional. So, I really beg, I beg the Speaker and the 
Deputy Speaker, of all people, to know the rules. 
Learn them. Learn them. You know, do not use the 
heavy hand of the seat, because I know what the 
rules say. The Speaker is supreme in this House. And 
I agree with that. But if they do not know the rules, 
how can you rule over me if you do not know the 
rules? You know, we both are going to get locked up. 
You have done wrong, and you are trying to correct 
me because you think I have done wrong. You cannot 
get any justice right there. 
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So, Madam Deputy Speaker, we have got to 
get it right up here, and we have got to get it right 
quick. Because every week [we see] the rules are be-
ing violated in this House. And if the powers that be in 
this House—and when I say “the powers,” I am talking 
about the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker—do not 
know the rules, this will continue. Do not blame the 
Members up here. Uh-uh. You guys are in charge. 
(And I do not mean you guys in a disrespectful way, 
so forgive me if it did come across like that.) The 
Honourable Speaker and the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker are in charge of this House. And you have 
got to be impartial. 

I have seen the one-sidedness favouring one 
side or the other on both of you. You know? Okay. I 
understand that, I suppose. I understand it, but I do 
not accept it. And this cannot continue like this, be-
cause not only we up here experience this here, you 
know, but the public. And they ask, they say, What is 
going on up there? You cannot have that like this up 
here. 

You know, I look at the British parliaments. I 
like to watch them. Right? I think they are a good 
yardstick of how you act in Parliament. And they make 
their noise in Parliament. They do all that. It is not a 
class, not a schoolroom, where, Be quiet, John! Go in 
the corner! There is none of that foolishness. They act 
mature. Right.  Right, and they talk in undertones. And 
it is okay, you know. 

Now, if we have got an acoustic problem in 
this House where you cannot hear us, then we need 
to fix that. But you do not fix that by telling us all to be 
quiet. We are not in school. We are all adults. And we 
need to be treated as adults. And that is not always 
the case up here, even though some up here will act 
foolishly, they act like they do not belong up here 
sometimes. So, Madam Deputy Speaker, the rules are 
quite clear. I implore you [and] I implore the Speaker 
to learn the rules. I implore respect for all Members in 
this House by the Speaker’s Chair. 

I do not think most times, quite a bit of times it 
happens . . . It has improved a little bit. But still, I think 
you, the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker, have been 
here long enough now to know those rules. One thing 
about our last Speaker, Stanley Lowe, he knew the 
rules. And he applied them like he can just read right 
off the top of his head without even referring. And I am 
not saying you should not refer; yes, you should refer 
if you need to know it, you know. And I think if one is 
not sure of the rules, they should—Hey, [let us] ad-
journ for a couple of minutes, let me find the rules. 
Because one thing you do not want is to be ruling 
wrong. And that is why we are here tonight. That is 
why we have got a censure motion, because the rules 
have been violated by the Speaker. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the motion? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes, he has to. He will close. 

[Pause] 

The Deputy Speaker: One moment. I will be right 
with you. 

[Pause] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much for your 
patience and your endurance. 

The Chair will now recognise the Member 
from constituency— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. The 
Shadow Minister of Finance, Pembroke West Central, 
constituency 18. Mr. E. David G. Burt, you have the 
floor. 

Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker, thank 
you very much, and I trust that you have clarity on the 
motion as it was submitted after— 

The Deputy Speaker: I would like you to explain that 
so it is— 

Mr. E. David Burt: I am more than happy to explain it 
because I am going to start my presentation today by 
reading the motion which was submitted. Because I 
think it is very important that we read this motion and 
repeat it. And as I will be the last speaker from this 
side, and given that, of course, the Member has to 
close, but seeing that no one in the One Bermuda Al-
liance chose to stand, I guess that they have made 
their submissions and that is the debate. 

However, I will read the motion. And the Mo-
tion says that: “That this Honourable House censures 
the Member for Southampton West and Speaker of 
the House the Hon. K.R.H. Horton, J.P. M.P. for . . .” 
And there were four points, which were submitted un-
der . . . We have the interpolations coming from the 
Honourable Attorney General. Hopefully, he does not 
want to stand up too quickly, because the Deputy 
Speaker has been provided with the original motion, 
which was submitted, and between lots of cutting and 
pasting, it has been messed up.  

The original motion had four separate points. 
Madam Deputy Speaker, am I correct? Yes. So I will 
read the four separate points. 

[Inaudible interjections] 
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The Deputy Speaker: Member, and when you do 
that, do identify the (a), (b), (c), (d). 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No problem. I am happy to do that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the At-
torney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Deputy Speaker, I just want to 
clarify. So he is saying that the motion on the [Order] 
Paper is incorrect? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It is typed incorrectly. Correct. 
And it does make a big difference. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The answer to your question is 
yes. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But this is the motion we are 
debating, the one that is on the Order Paper? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It is. No, the words are the 
same. But it is . . . If you do not mind an explanation, 
we will hear an explanation from . . .  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Well, he said he is just going 
to read it. But hopefully, he is going to explain. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker. I find it 
absolutely amazing that I have to explain punctuation 
to the Honourable Attorney General of this country. 
Because the Honourable Attorney General would 
know— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —that when you— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member. Thank you 
very much, for also  recognising you take a seat. 
 To be clear, the big difference on what I have 
seen, what I was shown and what we have in front of 
us was clearly identified not in punctuation, but in how 
it was broken down—(a), (b), (c). So . . . 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank 
you for that. I, however, do find it interesting that I 
have to explain punctuation to the Attorney General. 
Because the Attorney General, who I am sure should 
know how to write laws and should know how to read 
laws, will know that the Honourable and Learned and 
Shadow Attorney General had, and I quote, “That this 
Honourable House censures the Member for South-
ampton West and Speaker of the House the Hon. 
K.R.H. Horton, J.P. M.P. for . . .” then there is a colon. 
And following the colon, there is a list with four sepa-
rate points, separated by a semicolon. 

 I will read the first one: “Bringing the democ-
racy of these Islands of Bermuda and its Parliament 
into disrepute, by his misconduct of suppressing de-
bate in the House of Assembly, on an amendment to 
a . . . motion, of public importance, and in breach of 
basic tenets of parliamentary procedure; . . .” And 
those basic tenets, of course, state that all amend-
ments, all motions are debatable. 
 Number two: “Bringing Parliament into disre-
pute”— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —“by his misconduct”— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, have a seat. 
 Point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I do not understand what he 
. . . He is not reading the motion from the Order Pa-
per. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I have asked for copies. I have 
asked for the copy of . . .  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But it really does not matter. 
This is . . . I mean, this has been on here for four or 
five months. He has never said that this is not the mo-
tion as it should be. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: If he wanted to move to 
amend it, he could. So I do not know what is going on. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It is actually not an amend-
ment. It is not an amendment, Member. 

Would you have a seat, please? 
It is not an amendment. It has been typed and 

presented incorrectly.  
 I have already asked for a copy so you can 
see the layout. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But what he is reading now is 
something different than what is on the Order Paper. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. No. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am not reading— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It is the order in which it is writ-
ten. 
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Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, no. But it says here “a).” 
He did not read any “a” when he got to that point. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Would you read “a)”? Do we 
have a copy? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We are going to get copies. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Deputy Speaker, if I may, 
if we are waiting for a copy, can you please stop my 
time? Thank you. Because, you know, this is . . . You 
have given me permission to read it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I have. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And I am attempting to do that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I have. And, Member, I am go-
ing to ask you to read it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: It is as it is written. The only 
difference is it is broken down . . . For example, under 
“a) Bringing Parliament into disrepute,” And the copy 
is identical. Under (b), it is broken down as “b) Bring-
ing the Parliament into disrepute,” What is missing 
here, which is where my challenge came in, was there 
is a (c), which says, “Displaying a woeful ignorance” 
So it is broken down in a paragraph. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Right, but this has been on 
the [Order] Paper for four months now. He has never 
objected that there was an error on the [Order] Paper. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So, what we are going to do is, 
it is the exact same motion— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, Member. 
 It is the exact same motion. So we will speak 
to the motion that is on the [Order] Paper. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. And the 
Honourable Attorney General, if he would allow me to 
speak, I do not understand how you make points of 
order and not ask for clarification. The fact of the mat-
ter is, Madam Deputy Speaker, that on the very first 
day it was tabled, there was a (c). And we went back 
and looked at it. And if you would like to check your 
Government e-mail on March 16th, you will see there 
is a (c). So I will proceed now, Madam Deputy Speak-
er, if you do not mind. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Based on— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And I am going to read the text, 
and I am going to indicate semicolons. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Based on the fact that the copy 
has not changed— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —from what is here . . .  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am reading the text, and it is the 
exact same text. 
 The second point, the second thing after the 
first semicolon, Honourable Attorney General, is 
“Bringing Parliament into disrepute by his misconduct 
of refusing to both acknowledge and take a point of 
Order and refusing to allow and hear a point of Privi-
lege by the Member for Pembroke West Central, who 
rose on a point of Privilege, in breach of the Standing 
Orders of the House, numbers 11 (3) (a) and 13 (1) as 
read with 21 (1) (i) ;” (that is a semicolon). 
 I will read the third item: “Bringing the Parlia-
ment into disrepute, by the misuse and abuse of his 
authority as Speaker, by ejecting the member for 
Pembroke West Central immediately after the Member 
rose on a point of Privilege without any lawful or justi-
fiable grounds to eject the Member;” 
 And then the final point after the final semico-
lon says, “Displaying a woeful ignorance and lack of 
understanding of Standing Orders of the House of 
Assembly and basic Parliamentary procedure there-
fore bringing the Parliament into disrepute;” 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, you forgot 
to mention there was a (c). 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am just reading the text. Then we 
can go there. All right?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I will proceed, because, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, you have seen it. I do not know what 
their problem is. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, your point of order 
is? 
 



Official Hansard Report 17 July 2015 2871 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. He said he is reading the text, 
but he is not. There is an (a) and a (b) on the [Order] 
Paper, which he did not read. That is part of the text. 
He did not read it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: So, what I will say is, because I 
think that it is important, and as the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 17, my MP, spoke, this is not 
personal. There is nothing about this that is personal. 
We are up here to do the people’s business, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. This is not a joke. This is not a waste 
of time, because the Parliament is here to lead this 
country.  

We make laws. The Government executes 
laws. We hold the Government to account, and we 
discuss important issues of the day. This is the very 
seat that is at the heart of democracy in this country. 
This is where our democracy is enshrined. This is 
where our democracy is protected. This is where our 
democracy is practiced. And this is how we make sure 
that things are done right, properly and correct inside 
this country. 
 Therefore, Madam Deputy Speaker, when the 
rules that make sure that we have an efficient and 
well-run democracy, when the rules that we have 
which ensure that the rights of the minorities be heard 
are not upheld, then we have a problem. Then we 
have a problem. And that, Madam Deputy Speaker, is 
why we are here today. 
 Now, as the Honourable Minister from constit-
uency 17 said, I do not have a personal issue with the 
Speaker of the House, because this is not personal to 
me. This is about the business of this House. I happen 
to regard the Speaker as someone whom I have 
known for a very long time. I happen to regard him as 
somebody whom I can talk to about things. I happen 
to also know that he is misguided, not only on his in-
terpretation of Standing Orders, but on his choice of 
football teams. That much being said, it is not about 
Randy Horton. It is about the Speaker of this Parlia-
ment and what is the required standard and level for a 
Speaker in this Parliament. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, I kind of feel 
responsible for all of this. Because all that happened 
to precipitate all of this was for me to rise to my feet 
on four separate occasions on a point of order. And 
not once was I recognised. Now, understand, when I 
stand to my feet on a point of order, as is the rules 
and privileges that are expected in the house, you are 
supposed to be recognised. That is the way that it 
works. And the only . . . There is no other excuse. If a 

point of order is done, if a Member perceives a breach 
of the Standing Orders, a Member is empowered by 
our very own Standing Orders to rise to a point of or-
der and point that out to the Speaker.  
 The Speaker must hear the point of order. 
That is what our rules say. Understand? That is what 
happened. I have a right to point it out. What hap-
pened on that day, which goes directly to point one of 
the motion—or (a), as you call it because I have the 
text here. I do not have the (a), (b), (c). I just have the 
text. The first point of the motion says, “Bringing the 
democracy of these Islands . . . into disrepute, by his 
misconduct of suppressing debate . . .”  
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, if I go back to 
the Hansard, there was a point of order that was 
made by the Shadow Minister of Health, who is not 
here today. [And then the Speaker] said, “First of all, 
we have to agree as to whether the amendment is 
accepted.” 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What page number are you 
on? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am on page 1650. Yes. 
 [After] she raised the point about a debate, 
the Speaker goes on to say, and I quote, “No. We 
have to . . . on the amendment we must vote on an 
amendment first. We absolutely do,” Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 An amendment that is placed to a substantive 
motion is a substantive motion in and of itself. And a 
substantive motion must be debated. That is, as we 
state, the very basic tenets of parliamentary democra-
cy. It is what you learn in junior high school or maybe 
even elementary school— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Deputy Speaker, an amend-
ment is not a substantive motion. It is simply an 
amendment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you. So, in that, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, in not understanding that if an 
amendment is done it must be debated before it is 
voted on and Members must be heard, he is ignoring 
parliamentary procedure. Okay? 
 We go on, number two, the second point—(b), 
(a), lots of sorts of different things. I am just going to 
go with the second item. Okay? 
 The second item, as it said, says, “Bringing 
Parliament into disrepute, by his misconduct of refus-
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ing to both acknowledge and take a point of Order and 
refusing to . . . hear a point of Privilege . . .” Now, you 
have heard me say it. And I refer to the text. Because 
when I rose to a point of order, it was to tell the Hon-
ourable Speaker that we have to debate the motion 
before it is voted on. 
 Now, here is what happened. I go back to the 
Speaker, on page 1650 [of Hansard]. 
 

 “‘Point of order . . .’” 
 “ . . . The decision has been made, Honourable 
Member.”  
 “‘Point of order, Mr. Speaker.’”  
 “Honourable Member . . . everyone has made their 
comments. I have looked at . . . the Standing Orders. I 
have ruled.”  
 “‘Point of order, Mr. Speaker.’”  
 “I am asking that the Honourable Member will . . . 
take his seat.” 
 “‘Point of order, Mr. Speaker.’”  
 “There is no point of order now. We have had the 
points of order.” 
  
I then again said, “Mr. Speaker—” 
The Speaker said, “Honourable Member!” 
I then went on to say, “According to Standing Orders, 
I can make a point of order.” 
  
The Speaker then went on to say—without ever 

hearing the point of order, “Honourable Member! I have 
made my decision that . . . you know, . . . please take your 
seat.” 

 It then goes on. Things go further, things go 
further. Then, the Speaker then goes, “All right . . .” And 
this was after the Attorney General spoke and reread 
the motion. The Speaker then goes, “All right . . . All 
those in favour please, say Aye.”  

At that point in time, because it is clearly a 
breach to have a motion without it being debated, I 
stood on a point of order again. 
 “Point of order, Mr. Speaker.” 
 Mr. Speaker said, “. . . there is no point of order . . . 
Honourable Member, please take your seat!” 
 I stood again to say:  
 

“Mr. Speaker, I have a right to stand for a point of or-
der.” 
 Mr. Speaker said, “Honourable Member! . . . take 
your seat!” 
 I said, “Mr. Speaker.” 

 
 The Speaker then said:  

 
“There is no further discussion on that. We have had 
the discussion, I have made my decision.” 

 
 Understand, Madam Deputy Speaker, six 
times! Not once has he heard my point of order. Not 
once has he heard my point of order. Okay? 
 He went on to say, “Wait a minute. We must vote 
on whether the—” 
 And then there are inaudible interjections. 

  
“No, you do not, Honourable Members! I am 

telling you! . . . Honourable Members, the motion is, 
again—” 

 
 Then, the Speaker put it back to the floor:  

 
“What I would like to know . . . all those in favour of 

the amendment, say Aye.” 
 “‘Ayes.’” 
 “Those against, say Nay.” 
 “‘Nays.’” 
 “All right, and therefore we will have names.” 

 
 And then it goes back to a point of clarification 
from the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. We 
then go on to where I got up, and the Speaker said, 
“That’s it. I am taking no more . . . I have made my deci-
sion.” 
 I then rose again and said: “Mr. Speaker.” 
 The Speaker replied to me, “Honourable Mem-
ber! You are going to be asked to leave the House if you do 
not take your seat!” 
 I went ahead and said, “Mr. Speaker.” 
 He said, “Honourable Member, take your seat!” 
 I said, “Mr. Speaker, I rise on a question of privi-
lege.” 
  

Now, when we talk about a question of privi-
lege, as it is defined in our Standing Orders, privileges 
are the rights that are accorded to all Members of the 
House. And if we refer to May’s, May’s speaks about 
the privilege of Members to point out breaches of the 
orders of the House. It is a basic privilege, which is 
enshrined. You have to be heard on the points of or-
der before there is a ruling. We have heard people 
from the Government benches say that the Opposition 
did not like the ruling that was made. The ruling that 
was made to accept the motion, we said it was wrong. 
The issue that is at point in this motion is whether or 
not you can suppress debates. 
 You cannot suppress debate, and that is what 
happened. That is what happened! So it is not a ques-
tion of we do not like the decision that was made. It 
was the fact that we did not even get a chance to 
point out and raise the issue of what we had a prob-
lem with. That cannot be the way that things run. 
 I understand that the Honourable Speaker 
used to be a principal. He was the principal of my 
brother. I understand that he is used to, you know, 
having the rules his way. But you have to hear Mem-
bers. You cannot rule over this House as though if you 
were some type of dictator, some type of principal, 
some type of Shut-up when you want to, Don’t talk, 
I’m not going to listen to you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: You do not have that right. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Your point of order 
is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I do not know that he is doing it 
on purpose, but at page 1650, it clearly shows that the 
Honourable and Learned Member, Kim Wilson, raised 
this point of order and the Speaker ruled on it, rightly 
or wrongly. The point of order was raised. It was ruled 
upon. All this Member is saying is he wants to raise it 
over and over again. And the point of order was that 
debate should be allowed on the amendment. And the 
Speaker ruled, and then all this Member wanted to do 
was keep raising the same point of order over and 
over again, which, once he has ruled, he has ruled. 
You cannot do it again. 
 
An Hon. Member: His ruling was wrong, which is 
why— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Is it not interesting, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that the Honourable Attorney General would 
defend the suppression of debate? Are you honesty 
getting up here and saying that the Speaker was right 
in his ruling? Okay, because if the Speaker was wrong 
in that ruling— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: And that is— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat. Have a seat. Wait 
a minute. The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is clearly misleading the 
House. I walked across the floor— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That he is misleading the 
House yet again. That day, clearly, I walked across 
the floor, offered the mover of the motion to debate. I 
said, I don’t have a problem. He said, We don’t want 
to debate it. We don’t like your motion at all! We don’t 
like your amendment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 18. 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you. Thank you very much. 
Madam Deputy Speaker, allow me to contin-

ue. Because we are now on page 1652. And then this 
was after the Speaker said:  

 
“That’s it. I am taking no more . . . I have made my de-
cision.” 
 
I got up and said, “Mr. Speaker.” 
The Speaker said:  
 
“Honourable Member! You are going to be asked to 
leave the House if you do not take your seat!” 
 
I said, “Mr. Speaker.” 
He said, “Honourable Member, take your seat!” 
I said, “Mr. Speaker, I rise on a question of privilege.” 

  
The Honourable Speaker—without hearing 

my question of privilege . . . to be clear, I am no longer 
on a point of order; I am on a question of privilege, 
which our rules state have to be heard at any point in 
time they are raised. That is, once again, basic par-
liamentary procedure.  

We hear this whole thing about it was not a 
point of privilege. There was no point of privilege ever 
given, so how can the Honourable Attorney General 
say it was not a point of privilege? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The exact same way that he can-
not say the Speaker cannot say there was a thing— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Point of order? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is— 
 
The Speaker: Member! Member! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the At-
torney General. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That he is misleading the 
House. If there was a point of privilege different from 
the point of order, then he could tell us what that dif-
ferent point of privilege was! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But there was none! There 
simply was none. 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It seems amazing that the Hon-
ourable Attorney General is actually the Attorney 
General with some of the points of order that he gets 
up to make. I swear. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Now, now, let me continue. Be-
cause I went on to say: 
 

 “I rise on a question of privilege . . .” 
“‘Honourable Member, take your seat . . .’ 
“Mr. Speaker, I rise on a question of privilege.” 
 
We then heard again, “Honourable Member!”  
The Speaker goes, “You know, we really need to . . .” 
“[Inaudible interjections]” 
“Honourable Member . . . Mr. Fox, Honourable Member 
. . .” 

  
Now, that means I am named, and he is 

summoning the Speaker of the House—not the 
Speaker of the House, the Sergeant-at-Arms. Sorry. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms. 
 Now, that takes me to the third point that is 
raised, the third item, the (b) in some things, (c) in 
other things. It may be . . . whatever. What I am going 
to say is that it says, “Bringing the Parliament into dis-
repute, by the misuse and abuse of his authority as 
Speaker, by ejecting the member for Pembroke West 
Central immediately after the Member rose on a point 
of Privilege without any lawful or justifiable grounds 
. . .” 
 Now, here is what is interesting. Because it 
demonstrates once again a lack of understanding of 
Standing Orders. Because I heard the Honourable 
Attorney General refer and talk about how, Well, you 
know how. The Honourable Member volunteered to 
leave, and he wasn’t actually ejected, and that’s the 
way it went.  

I am just going to make sure that we under-
stand the way that Standing Orders work. Because 
the way that Standing Orders work is that . . . And I 
am reading from Standing Order 10(5)(a). It says, 
“The Speaker shall be vested with the authority to 
maintain order by naming individual Members for dis-
regarding the authority of the Chair and, without resort 
to motion, ordering their withdrawal for the remainder 
of that sitting.” That is [Standing Order] 10(5)(a). Now, 
to be clear, the Speaker did not order my withdrawal 
under [Standing Order] 10(5)(a).  
 It then goes on to [Standing Order] 10(5)(b), 
which says, “If a Member disregards the order of the 
Speaker made pursuant to paragraph (a) above of this 

sub-section, the Speaker shall order the Sergeant-at-
Arms to remove the Member.” So, in other words, 
there are two steps. You have to name the Member 
and eject them. You do not summon the Sergeant-at-
Arms unless you have asked the Member to leave. So 
I just want to make that clear. 
 So, in my letter that I wrote, I pointed out 
Standing Order 10(5)(a) and Standing Order 10(5)(b), 
and I told the Speaker that there was no need to 
summon the Sergeant-at-Arms as though I had disre-
spected his authority that is written in [Standing Order] 
10(5)(b). So that is the explanation that the Honoura-
ble Members want. So I am happy to elucidate the 
Standing Orders for the Honourable Attorney General 
so he can understand what they say. 
 Now, as I will proceed, because I think that it 
is important, because the final point that is raised in-
side of this motion is, as the Honourable Shadow At-
torney General said, the omnibus. And it says, “Dis-
playing a woeful ignorance and lack of understanding 
of Standing Orders of the House of Assembly and 
basic Parliamentary procedure . . . bringing the Par-
liament into disrepute;”. 
 We have seen this on many, many, many, 
many occasions. We have seen that. 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We have seen it. But here is what 
is key. And I think that this is very important, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, because I am not the youngest per-
son in this Chamber. You know, there are younger 
MPs than me. I think I am the third-youngest. But the 
fact of the matter is that I do take my job very serious-
ly. I take it extremely seriously, because I represent 
constituents who have placed their trust in me to 
come here to represent their interests in this House.  

And in taking my job seriously, I take care to 
read our rules. I take care to read our Standing Or-
ders. Our Standing Orders refer to the Standing Or-
ders of the House of Commons, which is a very long 
document. But I have read the Standing Orders of the 
House of Commons, and I also have May’s on my 
computer so that I can refer to it whenever it is neces-
sary. I do take care. 
 When I wrote a letter to the Speaker, it was 
not something that I really wanted to do, and it ended 
up being a five-page letter, which had me up until 
4:00 am in the morning. But I wanted to make sure 
that I was thorough, because I think that is what a sit-
uation like this deserves. The fact is that we heard this 
whole situation about my letter asked for an apology.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes. The letter asked for an apol-
ogy, and the letter also said that the Speaker must 
recognise that all Members of this House have the 
right to stand on a point of order and a point of privi-
lege to be heard. When the Speaker came out on 
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March 16th, he did not make that point clear in his 
statement. Now, we can call it a half-hearted apology. 
We can call it, He came after me calling me disre-
spectful, all the rest. That is fine. I have broad shoul-
ders; I can take it. 
 The fact of the matter is that I believe that my 
rights were disrespected when I stood to a point of 
order and a point of privilege. And was I upset? Yes, I 
was. And did I leave here and speak to the press? 
You are certainly right, I did. Because for me, who 
spends a lot of time making sure he is prepared to 
come inside this Parliament, to be asked to leave on a 
simple point of when a Speaker does not know that he 
should have a debate before a motion, yes, I was up-
set. That is the case. 
 Now, after that being upset, I wrote a very 
long letter to the Speaker, laying out my case in detail. 
And because my ejection was widely reported, I made 
sure that my retort was also widely reported so people 
could hear my side of the story and understand exact-
ly what went on. And if the Speaker took offence to 
that, I am sorry. But the Speaker should know the 
rules. That is why he is the Speaker. So that is the 
way that we are on that particular issue, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 But going further than that, because I think 
that this is key, I have said it before: We cannot have 
effective democracy if the Speaker does not under-
stand the rules. We cannot have effective democracy 
if the Speaker is not unbiased. And there have been 
points in time where we have been led to question 
whether or not the Speaker is biased or not. Because 
when I refer to the fourth point about bringing the Par-
liament into disrepute, I can just refer to the latest ex-
ample of last Friday when we were discussing im-
portant issues, and all of a sudden, the Premier was 
off-Island, into the Speaker’s office at lunch, march in 
. . . I am trying to remember who marched in. I think it 
was . . . Who was it again? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It was the Attorney General. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Acting Premier. The Whip of 
the Government. And it was one more person. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I cannot remember who it was. 
Someone will bring up the e-mail. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes. But what was interesting was 
that, as I was out there in the Gallery, the Honourable 
Premier even called in on conference call!  

Now, the Clerk was in her office, because I 
went into the room and saw her in her office. So we 
had the Premier calling in on a conference call from 
wherever he was to discuss whatever. There was no 
Clerk present to make sure that things were being 
done above board. We had the acting Premier, we 
had the Attorney General, we had the Government 
Whip and one other person (I cannot remember who it 
was). It was either MP Pettingill or MP Crockwell. I 
cannot remember who it was. MP Pettingill. 
 All marched in, possibly for whatever strategy 
session . . . I do not know. And you know what it was? 
I know what it was. It was because we said that we 
were going to discuss the censure. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: So it seems as though there was 
all this little huddle inside to deal with the strategy of 
the censure, to talk about how this is going on. Or 
whatever it was— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But it is wholly improper for all 
those persons to be in there without the Clerk! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is—
the Honourable Members is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair . . . I have not rec-
ognised you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. He has no clue what he is talk-
ing about, and he should quit while he is ahead. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 It is very difficult to know what went on inside 
closed doors when you were not in there. 
 Thank you. Have a seat. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Anything could happen behind 
closed doors. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker. 
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An Hon. Member: Point of order? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
from constituency 18 is misleading the House. I called 
back to the Acting Premier to let him know that I had 
arrived back on the Island and I would be in the 
House right after lunch. That was the reason for the 
call. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Well— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute. The Chair rec-
ognises the Member from constituency 18. 
  
Mr. E. David Burt: Well, the last time I checked, I 
think that we had e-mails that worked. I know that 
Government issues everyone else. I mean, I was out-
side. And I saw the assistant get the call, and it said, 
The Premier is on the line for the Speaker. So if you 
are trying to pass messages to the Speaker . . . I am 
just telling you what happened—on the line for the 
Speaker. And you are trying to pass messages to the 
Acting Premier by calling the Speaker? Okay. Well, 
okay, Mr. Premier, that is what you said. I am not go-
ing to say anything else. I just know what I heard. 
 And what I heard was, The Premier is on the 
line for the Speaker. My assistants came, knocked on 
the door. And then the Whip came back out and 
asked if the Premier was still on the line. And then, 
you know, they went to reconnect the call. And then 
whatever conference call or whatever was going on 
took place. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: But we see this every week! We 
see it all the time. And there cannot be any question 
as to whether or not and why, why we sometimes 
have a reason to question the Speaker’s independ-
ence. 
 This is not personal. This is not personal. This 
is not about Randy Horton. This is about the need—.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: This is about the need for this Par-
liament to be run in a way that does not bring disre-
pute. 
 

[Timer beeps.] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I have more time, right? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. We allowed you to contin-
ue while we got the copies. But thank you very much, 
Member. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the motion? 
 If not, the Chair recognises the Member . . . 
Sorry. The Chair recognises the Member from constit-
uency 8, the Government Whip. Mr. N. H. Cole Si-
mons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker [sic]. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am not Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
sorry. 
 I have sat here and listened to this entire de-
bate. And we have heard about the turbulent times 
because the Speaker was appointed from the PLP to 
an OBA Government. We have spoken about him as 
a leader, and the example given by the Honourable 
Member, Derrick Burgess, was, you know, you have 
bad parents, you have bad children. My point is we 
are not children, Mr. Speaker [sic]. We are leaders of 
this country. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am not Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Sorry. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we are leaders of this country. We are pro-
fessionals, and we should act accordingly and stand 
up to the wicket and behave in a manner that is ex-
pected of Parliamentarians, Mr. Speaker—Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 As I said earlier, we spoke about the impartial-
ity or the partiality of the Speaker. Tonight we have 
heard that the Speaker has met with many people. 
And MPs, Leaders of the Opposition, Premier of the 
country—they all have meetings with the Speaker. 
Earlier, we had a meeting. The Opposition had a 
meeting today in Chamber with the Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: In Chamber with the Speaker 
earlier today. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes.  
 In addition, we have done it. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. Point of or-
der— 
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The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. When he said that we, the Op-
position, met with the Speaker today, we are trying to 
let him know that the Clerk was in the room with them. 
And we do not meet with the Speaker unless we have 
additional people in the room. That is the difference. 
 
[Mrs. Susan E. Jackson, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. 
 You may continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, sir. But I would 
like to also add that the Clerk has been in all of our 
meetings to date. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. Point—of—order, 
Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House, because last week Friday, there 
was a meeting with the Members of whom I named, 
and the Clerk was not in the room! The Clerk was in 
her office. The Assistant Clerk was in the office. The 
Clerk was not in the room. So, what the Honourable 
Member said, he is misleading the House. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, well, when these Mem-
bers met originally,— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: What is your point of or-
der? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: —when the allegation was 
made of— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order! Point of or-
der! 
 
[Crosstalk] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: —at that time was— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order! Point—of—
order! 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Excuse me. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point! Of! Order! 
 
The Acting Speaker: Excuse me. Your point of or-
der? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
got on his feet and did not— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Hold on. Hold on. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —declare what the point of 
order was! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. The Member is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Acting Speaker: One second. Excuse me. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: We can only have one person 
standing. Thank you. 
 Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, because he got up on a point 
of order and he did not say what his point of— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am not misleading the 
House. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: First of all, he did not call 
point of order. And he did not say why he was calling 
a point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you.  
 You may continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I would like to continue, 
Madam Acting Speaker. 
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The Acting Speaker: Yes, you may continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Madam Acting Speaker, as 
you know, I have been in this House since 1998. And 
we have spoken about Speaker Lowe. And I have to 
agree with what was said. I mean, he would not . . . 
He operates at a different level. And he held no hos-
tages. And I think that probably a weakness that this 
Speaker has here is the fact that he may be a bit too 
lenient. Because at the end of the day, things that 
people have gotten away with here are totally unac-
ceptable in any Parliament. 
 And so, Madam Acting Speaker, I think, yes, 
he has made errors. We have all made errors. And 
the reality is, what are we going to do, going forward? 
We have had five hours of debate, criticisms, criti-
cisms. We have heard arguments going backwards 
and forwards. Tomorrow—we take this vote today, 
and what is going to happen tomorrow? Are we as 
Parliamentarians prepared to raise the standard of 
debate and behaviour in this Parliament so that we 
can operate in a manner that is becoming of us as 
Parliamentarians? Or are we going to sit here and 
bicker like children, as the Honourable Derrick Bur-
gess said earlier? 
 Now, what choice do we have? How do we 
want to lead this country? How do we want to demon-
strate ourselves as the leaders of this country and 
bring integrity and respect to this House? 
  
Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Madam, I, as a leader of Par-
liament, as Government Whip, have met with the 
Speaker and the Clerk of the House on an ongoing 
basis. And I would say this: Yes, some of the deci-
sions that have been made in this House have been 
very, very controversial. And have they gotten it right 
all the time? No. But I think it is reflection of the fact 
that if you compare Bermuda to other jurisdictions, we 
do not have all the resources to make decisions quick-
ly and efficiently and in the best interests. I have seen 
Mr. Speaker and others call the Caribbean so that he 
can get the best decision for this Chamber. He just 
does not depend on the Clerk. They have resources. 
 We should have a parliamentary lawyer avail-
able to the Speaker so he can have a resource to help 
him. We should have our library up to date whereby 
we can draw from precedents. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: We can draw from prece-
dents and other historic events that would lead to bet-
ter decisions. But I am talking about improving the 
quality of management of this House. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, sorry. Your point of or-
der? The Chair— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am wondering, I am wonder-
ing— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —recognises the Opposition 
Leader. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam, I am wondering if you 
noticed that the Honourable Member is not talking to 
this motion at all. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: At all. What is with this 
Kumbaya talk? 
  
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 8. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Madam Deputy Speaker this 
motion clearly speaks about bringing this House into 
disrepute. And my comments are, how can we im-
prove the management of this House so that we are 
not in disrepute, going forward? Because I come from 
a business background, and none of this behaviour 
would have been acceptable in any business arena. 
 And so, we as parliamentarians must set the 
standard and commend and deliver the business of 
this country in a manner that is expected by the peo-
ple of this country. We know, through the conduct of 
this House, that most Bermudians have very little re-
spect for us. And we cannot allow this to happen. We 
have to take ownership of our own behaviour, our own 
behaviour. What am I, Cole Simons, going to do to 
make this a better House? What is Marc Bean going 
to do to make this a better House?  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: What is Grant Gibbons going 
to do to make this a better House? We all have to take 
ownership of our behaviour and look at ourselves in 
the mirror and say, How are we contributing to making 
this House operate in a manner of disrepute? 

Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
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 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to motion? 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader, 
from constituency 26, Warwick South Central. You 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I must say that the OBA have really given 
their best effort this evening to derail this debate. And 
I give you an “A” for it. And obviously, it has been co-
ordinated and well planned. What you do not realise 
is, right, that you have exposed yourselves in doing 
so. Because the public is wondering, Why are the 
OBA acting in this manner to debate a censure mo-
tion? Why are they— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Member, your 
point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is imputing improper motive. We are not at-
tempting to derail the debate. We were debating the 
motion as it appeared on the Order Paper that was 
put before us. And it was not our fault that it was in-
correctly put on the Order Paper. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
 The Chair recognises the— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Ah! The Chair recognises— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please. The Chair recognise 
the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker, I tell 
you what. Regardless of what they might think, I know 
what the public are understanding and thinking right 
now. Some are thinking that this has turned into one 
big circus, right? And we know that is part of the MO 
[modus operandi] of the Government. They want to 
derail the debate because they— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: We cannot hear him, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. We cannot hear him. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, okay. 

Now, they have derailed the debate. And par-
ticularly, the Attorney General, you deserve another 
knighthood in the Order of Christ. You deserve anoth-
er knighthood, Attorney General, because . . . No, you 
have been absolutely wonderful in carrying out your 
obligations for your party. You have been wonderful. 
 But guess what? Guess what? Guess what? 
The people can hear, and the people can see. The 
people can deduce what is a myth and what is reality. 
And I know . . .  
 
An Hon. Member: Good! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Yes, yes. 
And I understand that you think that the people cannot 
listen and naïvely think, or allow their minds to be lazy 
and then, Well, I’m turning the radio off. I’m not listen-
ing to this. All them politicians do is this and that. That 
is why they have been speaking about our behaviour, 
our behaviour. Can you recall, Deputy, or Acting 
Speaker, the amount of times when we have been 
corrected by that gavel and our names have been 
called or constituencies have been called, and the 
chief offenders are sitting on the opposite side? 
 
Some Hon. Members: No. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, see? See how they say, 
No?  

Right.  
See? And now you are smiling, Deputy 

Speaker, because the Deputy Speaker knows it to be 
the truth. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, do not put words in 
my mouth, please. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, I am just speculating, 
reading your vibes, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 Guess what? Guess what, though? Guess 
what? You are probably thinking that you will be able 
to shake this off like you shook everything else off. 
That is why you are sitting there laughing and giggling 
and being arrogant in the midst of corruption and brib-
ery claims— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You think attacks on— 
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The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. Thank 
you. 
 You have a point of order? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. It was certainly— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is what? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is imputing improper mo-
tive and improper behaviour on this side. We are not 
doing any of those things. We take this debate very 
seriously indeed. And the motion is not about us; it is 
about the Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: One thing, if people listen to 
what comes out of their mouths, they can jump to their 
own conclusion. People see it for what it is. Some-
times, you say things and you are twisting and confus-
ing your own words. We have been listening to you. 
But guess what? Guess what? The key is not to win 
this motion, you know. Okay? Because we realise that 
justice through the judicial arm has escaped the ma-
jority of the people over the last two and a half years. 
We just cannot find it anymore. We have noticed that 
the OBA, their MO is to hide behind the law—sub ju-
dice this, sub judice this, or sub judice that. Oh, this 
document has been brought before the courts. We 
cannot discuss it. You are hidden behind the law. 
 Beyond that, beyond that, look at the amount 
of lawsuits that have flowed from this side in this di-
rection. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, this is not— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But there is a reason. There is 
a reason. Because we have been doing our job hold-
ing them to account. Now, have you noticed . . . Well, 
I will get to that a little later. 
 The OBA feel that they can weather this 
storm, sure, they have gone already to the Speaker 
and said, Don’t worry, Speaker. We’ve got your back. 
We’ve got your back. Very similar to that ten o’clock 
meeting or that 9:50 meeting on Monday, March the 
16th, when I came into our caucus, and I said, ‘Cau-
cus. I am going to meet with the Speaker. And I need 
two witnesses, not one, because we are dealing with 
the OBA here. We are going to need two witnesses to 
go in this meeting—two, two witnesses.’ And so we go 
into the meeting. We go— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Shh! 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You see how they are trying 
to distract us? 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Members. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Huh? You can run, but you 
cannot hide, you know. 
 
An Hon. Member: No! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, no, no. Keep still. 
 We go in, right, and at 9:50 we have a meet-
ing, and as has already been indicated, the cordial 
tone and manner of the meeting. I was just carrying 
out my duty as the Opposition Leader and reinforcing 
the point that I made just before my Deputy Leader 
got kicked out. I said, Mr. Speaker, you have brought 
this House into disrepute. I said that. It is on the rec-
ord. 
 So we had a meeting the next day, which was 
Monday, to discuss the statement that I made. I took 
two witnesses with me. I said, Mr. Speaker, you know 
why I feel that the Opposition is no longer tenable? 
And then I gave him the explanation. Lo and behold, 
lo and behold, I went back to my caucus, reported it at 
9:55 as to what was said.  

And I said, Now, let us come back out into the 
Chamber, and let us see if the Speaker is actually go-
ing to come out or is going to take my advice and al-
low you, Madam Deputy Speaker, to assume the role 
of speakership. And I said, In return, you should go 
and sit behind MP Cole Simons, i.e., sit as an Inde-
pendent. Okay? 
 Now, I have been up here before and I have 
hurt some people’s feelings in the interaction that I 
had with former Member of Parliament, Terry Lister. I 
learned from that. And so I gave the Speaker the 
courtesy. Instead of just stepping up on my feet on a 
matter of privilege and letting the world know, I decid-
ed I would give him the courtesy and go and speak to 
him as a man and say, Mr. Speaker, I am going to 
seek to stand as a matter of privilege and explain why 
your position is no longer tenable.  

And he said, Go ahead. No problem. Good. 
And then I explained why. 
 I mentioned what I saw. Not hearsay, I men-
tioned what I saw. I saw the e-mails that indicated, 
because we already heard these other names de-
scribing other Ministers, right? But I was with Stephen 
DaCosta and Mr. Michael MacLean at Stephen Da-
Costa’s house. Okay? It is down by Christ Church, 
Devonshire. And he showed me his e-mail. And he 
said, Listen. See this  MC of the House? Master 
Chef?  
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I am like, Yeah, what? What’s that?  
He said, Oh, yeah. That is the code name like 

the other code names. That is the code for the 
Speaker of the House.  

I said, Okay. Makes no difference to me.  
But then he said that the Speaker . . . this is 

what DaCosta said to me, and it is what I said to the 
Speaker—and he denied it. I said, Mr. Speaker, look. I 
was not there, but this is what DaCosta said to me. 
DaCosta’s fingerprints are on everything there about 
the OBA, everything. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is [imputing] improper mo-
tives. What he is doing by quoting somebody else, 
you cannot do through hearsay what you cannot say 
yourself. And he is speaking in allegations— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: —of corruption, which he is 
not permitted to do in this House! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I actually thought— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That is what he should do. If 
he has an allegation, take it to court. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Have a seat. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I actually thought I had some 
reply. I thought you are a pretty sharp Learned—for a 
lawyer— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, be guided. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: His pencil is just as dull as 
Sylvan Richards. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, it is difficult to— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am explaining my experi-
ence. No hearsay here. Okay? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: But— 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If it were not hearsay, if it 
were not based on what I knew, why am I the most 
persecuted politician in our history? And why am I on-
ly persecuted by two people in this country? There are 
only two people who have ever called the police on 
Marc Bean! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: But, Member, this is about the 
motion in front of us, not yourself. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is Michael Dunkley and 
Mark Pettingill. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No! Don’t— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, this is about the mo-
tion and not yourself. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, listen. Listen. This is 
what I said. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I know. 

This is what I saw with Stephen DaCosta. 
Okay? I said, Stephen, what does that mean? He 
says, to me, Stephen DaCosta— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The point of order? 
 Member, Member. Member, wait a minute, 
please. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a point of order. So, 
you just need to take a seat. Thank you. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
 Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Member is yet again [im-
puting] improper motives on the part of the Speaker 
by using hearsay of what he says some third person 
said to him that somebody else did. And it is [imput-
ing] improper motives. It is not permitted in the House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you. Thank you. 
 I am not [imputing] improper motives. But I 
asked for clarification on what “MC of the House” or 
“Master Chef” meant. And they said that is the code 
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for the Speaker of the House, and Stephen DaCosta 
said that the Speaker received $45,000— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
point of order.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Point of order. 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes! That is what I told the 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat, please. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. There is a Member who is 
standing to his feet. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is what I told the Speak-
er. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. Thank 
you. 
 I know you did not look over there. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the At-
torney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am just repeating that we are 
just going through the same thing again. The Member 
is doing the same thing. He is not permitted to impute 
improper motive through hearsay or otherwise. He is 
not permitted. He said it to the Speaker because we 
are not here for that meeting. We are here for the con-
tents of this motion. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 And, Member, if you could just keep it to the 
. . . The two speakers before you did an excellent job 
at staying to the points of the motion, which was sup-
pressing debate, misconduct. It would be great. Thank 
you very much. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is something. That is how I 
feel now. That is how I have felt for the last six hours, 
as if we have not been able to express ourselves. 
Now, the public can understand and deduce why this 
behaviour is going on. But I am just saying what I said 
to the Speaker in this meeting with my two witnesses. 
Okay? 
 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And the Speaker denied it. 
But I tell you what. I tell you what is interesting. You 
know that this Speaker of the House, this is his 
House. He is the ruler of the House, correct? If I walk 
into the Speaker’s Chambers, or if anyone— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If anyone walks into the 
Speaker’s Chambers and made a claim like that, 
which is a claim that is, however made, anywhere in 
the British Commonwealth, you make a claim of cor-
ruption or alleged corruption, and bribery, if I was 
wrong even in a micro aspect, the Speaker had the 
power and authority to stand on his feet immediately, 
as soon as I said what I said. He could have cursed 
me off. He could have done whatever he liked, be-
cause I was in his Chamber, and this is his House. He 
could have told me, Get out of my Chamber right now! 
How dare you come into my Chamber and make that 
allegation against me! And then he could have come 
out here, assumed his Chair and suspended me for a 
whole year. He could have done that. 
 Because you cannot just go into the Speak-
er’s Chambers and accuse him of something like that. 
You cannot! But I did. And guess what? The Speaker 
did not come out and suspend me. The Speaker did 
not shout and chase me out. The Speaker’s reaction 
was . . . It was calm. He said, But, Mr. Opposition 
Leader, Mr. Opposition Leader, I did not take or re-
ceive any funds.  

I said, Mr. Speaker, I am not saying you did. I 
am telling you that DaCosta said that, through Nathan 
Landow, you got your payment. I said, That will come, 
but it is not for us to be the judge or the jury.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Do not go there yet. 
 That is all I said to the Speaker. And he could 
have kicked me out. But he did not. Instead, when we 
came back in here in at ten o’clock, we waited. Then 
10:05 comes; the door does not open. And 10:08 
comes. The Premier, Michael Dunkley, jumps up and 
runs outside. When 10:09 comes, former Attorney 
General Mark Pettingill jumps up, runs outside. And 
so my colleagues are saying, Man, Leader. The 
Speaker might have taken your word of advice. I said, 
Well, let’s just wait and see.  

And then, MP Walton Brown comes to me and 
says, Hey, Leader, I think that Dunkley has gone into 
the Chamber to consult— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Sorry, sorry, sorry. 



Official Hansard Report 17 July 2015 2883 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

I think the Honourable Premier, Michael 
Dunkley, has gone into the Speaker’s Chamber to 
consult with him!  

I said, What! 

An Hon. Member: Is that where he is now? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is why when they 
opened Parliament, I said . . . And I will tell you 
what happened. I said, Walton, MP Brown, walk 
into the Speaker’s Chambers. Do not knock on the 
door. Just barge in. And guess what MP Brown 
found? 

An Hon. Member: No! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. The Premier, in consul-
tation with the Speaker and on the phone with God-
knows-who. 

Now, that is an issue. You might say that is 
not an issue, but it is an issue because our Constitu-
tion speaks of a separation of powers. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. The Chair recognises 
the Attorney General. If the Opposition Leader would 
take his seat. 

Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader.

POINT OF ORDER 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, this 
is becoming an absolute farce. The Member is not 
speaking to the motion in any way, shape, or form. 
We have gone so far off. 

The Deputy Speaker: So your point of order is, 
Member? 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: That we have to get back to 
the motion. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am speaking to the motion, 
man. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, have a seat. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It has been established. 

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Op-
position Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: But I would again— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. I am on a steady off 
stump line and land. Okay? Off stump, a little move-
ment, a little sling. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Listen. There is a separation 
of powers in our Constitution. We have the Judiciary, 
we have the Legislature and we have the Executive. 
The Premier is the head of the Executive. He is the 
head of Cabinet. The Speaker, in conjunction with the 
President of the Senate, are the heads of the Legisla-
ture, and the Chief Justice is the head of the Judiciary. 

On a matter of what we were discussing, a 
matter of the speakership and being tenable, based 
on the information we had received, you have to ask 
yourself the question: What does that have to do with 
the Premier? The Premier is merely an MP in this 
House. He is first amongst equals on Tuesdays at 
Cabinet meetings. But in this House, he is merely an 
MP just like the rest of us. And the separation of pow-
ers indicate— 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: The point of order. Have a 
seat, Member. Thank you. 

Point of order, please. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. The Premier is 
clearly the Leader of the Government in this House, 
as he is the Leader of the Opposition. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: As our—the Attorney Gen-
eral— 

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Op-
position Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He ain’t the sharpest pencil. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Or he is intentionally mislead-
ing people. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat, Member. 
Your point of order? 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Unparliamentary language] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is using unparliamentary 
language. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What? No! 
  
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: We sit here and try and just 
insult each other with stupidity like that, we are just 
going down and down. It is un-Parliamentary lan-
guage saying someone is not the sharpest pencil. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order! Point of or-
der! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Have a seat. 
 Just a moment. The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency 29. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Unparliamentary language] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is unparliamentary to 
say, calling our Leader stupid. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, that was not what I—well 
. . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Op-
position Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Listen. Beyond all of these 
shenanigans, the Constitution says there is a separa-
tion of powers. There was no reason for the Honoura-
ble Premier at 10:10, at 10:15, to be in consultation 
with the Honourable Speaker, based on the meeting 
we had. There was no reason, unless—unless . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, then, the Honourable 
Premier would have the opportunity to come out and 
get rid of the silence that he has been under for three 
weeks and explain why he went in the Chamber se-
cretly to meet with the Speaker and we delayed the 
opening of Parliament by 25 minutes. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Have a seat, 
Member. 
 The point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yet again, the Member is mis-
leading the House. Where does he get there is a se-
cret meeting? I mean, Members constantly have 
meetings with the Speaker, just as those Members did 
this morning. They had several meetings with the 
Speaker. There is no secrecy involved. They had 
meetings, they have meetings. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The fact of— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair—the Chair— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The fact of the matter is—
sorry. Go ahead. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, ma’am. 
 The fact of the matter is that they were meet-
ing based on our meeting. 
 
An Hon. Member: You do not know that! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we cannot assume. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, I will tell you how I can 
assume, because the next day the Speaker called the 
police on me. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, we— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: There are only two people 
who called the police on me! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, Member! 
Can we focus on— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Michael Dunkley and Mark 
Pettingill. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. Member!!! 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Can we keep to the motion that we have in 
front of us, please? That was laid by a Member of 
your team. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, this is the reason why 
we brought this motion. What happened on Friday the 
13th was basically the final straw, the final straw on our 
part. We were waiting for an error/mistake to be 
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made, knowing in our minds that it is not really an er-
ror. It is not really a mistake. 
 See, if we had cameras up in here, the public 
could see for themselves. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, find in the budget to 
bring cameras up here so everyone can see who is 
naughty, who is nice. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, the motion is not 
about cameras. 
  
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: How Dr. Gibbons— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I agree we need them. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: How Dr. Gibbons— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Every time something is going 
on in this House and we are trying to do some work 
and some pressure is coming on, then we have heard 
little undertones from Dr. Gibbons directed at the 
Chair. And the next thing you know, the gavel is being 
broken because Dr. Gibbons has whistled! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No? Deny it! 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the 
Member from constituency number— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. What constituency num-
ber? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Twenty-two. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Twenty-two. Thank you. You 
have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member continues to [impute] improper motives. He is 
trying to weave this web of conspiracy. It is absolutely 
ridiculous. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Uh-huh. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I can recall a whole year of 
the Speaker not allowing us to have debate on 
Jetgate because it was a conspiracy and sub judice. 
That led to the Premier resigning, okay, former Prem-
ier. An unelected coup-Premier coming in his place, 
who then says that the Jetgate investigation is Dead-
gate. Also as the Minister of National Security, he has 
no operational control over the police.  
 And then we see the Opposition Leader being 
blackmailed in this Chamber, in this House, being se-
cretly recorded. And I must say that I received an 
apology for it— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker. 
Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: One moment, please. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I received an apology for it. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Have a seat, Member. Have a 
seat! Member. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
nowhere near to discussing this debate and again 
[imputing] improper motives and using un-
Parliamentary language. It is his typical conspiracy 
mode. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE DEPUTY 
SPEAKER 

 
HOUSE VISITOR 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 And before I ask you to stand—I see you are 
standing already. But before I do, I just want to recog-
nise a previous Member, who worked very hard, 
Renee Webb. Welcome. 
 
[Debate of Censure Motion continuing] 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, I have got a Queen Bee 
in the Gallery. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Opposition Leader. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is actually relevant, because 
it shows the inconsistency of rulership. You know that 
the person who blackmailed me or attempted to 
blackmail me in our Chamber, right, apologised. But 
guess what? There was no sanction on her. The most 
egregious activity . . . In fact, ever since that event, 
the relationship— 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The relationship—the rela-
tionship— 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Have a 
seat. 

The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 
Your— 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is just carrying on with 
what he is doing, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Your point of order is, Mem-
ber? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He is misleading the House. 
He is using unparliamentary language. He is not 
speaking about the debate. Do I need to endlessly 
repeat? He just keeps doing it. You must stop it. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: There is nothing un-
Parliamentary about what I am saying. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If the truth is un-
Parliamentary, they should not be in Parliament. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member! Member, please do 
not speak until I have recognised you. Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader, 
and we are going to focus— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, I am focusing on it. 

The Deputy Speaker: —at one point on the motion. I 
have had to have this discussion many times through-
out the night, and I am sure you are tired of hearing 
from me. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I tell you what. Being the per-
son on the receiving end, right, of the OBA, or some in 
the OBA Government shenanigans and manipulation, 
I could say that this is the end result of a continuous 
decay in the relationship of us in this House and the 
level and standards of governance in this House. I am 

on the receiving end. Lawsuits out of the yin-yang. 
Criminal charges trumped up out of the yin-yang. 
Businesses busted. Why? Because all that has been 
revealed over the last two and a half years, I have 
been privy to that information almost from the get-go! 
And they know it! They know that I had that infor-
mation. 

So instead of humbling yourself and changing 
your ways, you decided that you would double-up— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member! Member! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —and try to destroy me! 

The Deputy Speaker: Member! This is about the 
Speaker. There is a motion that was laid. Have a seat 
while I speak, please. 

There was a motion that was laid, and it per-
tained to the Speaker and not about yourself, Mem-
ber. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Ma’am, ma’am, my point is, 
this egregious behaviour, I have been on the receiving 
end of it. There is no one in politics, outside of Roose-
velt Brown, Dr. Pauulu [Kamarakafego], and Dr. Gor-
don, who can actually say that they have walked in my 
shoes. 

Some Hon. Members: Oh! No! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No one has experienced what 
has happened to us on this side as the result of the 
behaviour!  

Now, the big question everyone wants to un-
derstand, which Attorney General, the Shadow Attor-
ney General has done his best to try and distract us 
from, is, Why has that behaviour been so prominent in 
the last two and a half years? Why? It has nothing to 
do with us. 

Some Hon. Members: Yeah, yeah! No! No! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: See, Madam, we did not get 
on a jet. We have not rescinded contracts and made 
them void ab initio. Okay? We have not done any of 
those things. All we have done is our job to ask ques-
tions to hold them to account. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, this not about the 
Opposition. It is not about the Government. This is 
about the Speaker. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay. If this is about the 
Speaker, then the reason why I said that his position 
is untenable was not just the mistake he made in at-
tempting to kick out my Deputy Leader, which I do not 
play. But because I had the knowledge, right, that the 
Speaker was compromised, his integrity had been 
compromised, okay? . . . He is human just like the rest 
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of us. That is the reason why we brought this censure 
motion. 

Now, do we think we are going to win this 
censure motion? Of course not. That is not the pur-
pose of this exercise. We put our trust, we are going 
to turn our trust to the people. The people have to 
know. The people have to understand. They already 
know that the OBA is systematically corrupt to the 
core. Now they will realise— 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, point of order. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —that the Speaker is tied in 
to it. 

The Deputy Speaker: Sorry. Sorry. 
The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Unparliamentary language] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He has to withdraw that com-
ment. It is unparliamentary language. He is [imputing] 
improper motives, talking about the OBA being cor-
rupt. He has to withdraw that. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not withdrawing that. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: He has to withdraw that. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not withdrawing that. No, 
sir. I am not withdrawing that. You are still talking 
about cedar beams that Dr. Brown— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not withdrawing nothing! 
Okay? All right? You can try and suppress the truth all 
you like. You can get the RG [Royal Gazette] to sup-
press the truth all you like. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I have never suppressed the 
truth in my life! 

[Crosstalk] 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: People are awakening now. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: You are the one who— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The people are awakened. 
We are suffering and we are— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Deputy Speaker: No, no. I cannot have two peo-
ple standing to the floor. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am waiting for a ruling on my 
point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry. Can you? 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The point of order was he is 
alleging improper motives. He is using unparliamen-
tary language. And you must stop him, and I want a 
ruling on that. He accused the OBA of being corrupt. 
You must make a ruling on it. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: You just allow him to contin-
ue. 

The Deputy Speaker: If you would have a seat, I 
might be able to move a little further. Thank you very 
much. 

Member, it was unparliamentary. Thank you 
very much. It was unparliamentary. You cannot ac-
cuse of a government of corruption. 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Point of order, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. Hold on a moment. The 
Chair recognises— 

[Inaudible interjections] 

[Pause] 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises . . . No. The Chair rec-

ognises the Member from Devonshire North Central, 
constituency 13. We have not heard much from you. 
The Shadow Minister of Environment and Infrastruc-
ture. The Honourable Glenn A. Blakeney, you have 
the floor. 

Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: I have been a Member of 
this Parliament since 2003. And since being a Mem-
ber of this Parliament, all I ever heard from the Oppo-
sition at the time, UBP, now OBA, was that the Pro-
gressive Labour Party was corrupt! 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, I was not sitting in the 
Chair at that point. So I am not responsible for other— 
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Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: So— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No. I am just referring to the 
Member who was . . . The Chair now recognises the 
Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam. Thank 
you very much. 
 In my remaining three minutes? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Three minutes and two sec-
onds. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, ma’am. 
 I just have to reinforce this point. That we on 
this side recognise that we have all these forces ar-
rayed against us, the people of this country. We have 
media censorship. Right? I mean, you had a sworn 
affidavit that was dropped the other day, and it has 
been media silence ever since. Sub judice, they say. 
Uh-huh. Really? Right.  
 And then you say that we cannot mention of a 
government being corrupt in Parliament. But what if 
they are corrupt? We are not going to call them an-
gels. We will call them corrupt!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, no. The police will have to 
prove it. The police will have to prove it. Okay? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, ma’am. Thank 
you. 
 So, I turn to the people of this country. We 
expect the OBA to double down and say, Listen, Mr. 
Speaker. Don’t worry about that. That’s just hearsay 
allegation. And we’ll make sure that you return to this 
House as the Speaker. That is the arrogance of this 
One Bermuda Alliance. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is what they are thinking. 
I am calling on the people of this country, the voters of 
constituency 32, the voters of this country and every 
other constituency, to use your power, your democrat-
ic power and publicly put the pressure on the Speaker 
with the adequate condemnation, the type of condem-
nation that when I see you at Cup Match, you know 
you should not have come to Cup Match! Yes, that is 
called public pressure. I am not speaking of physical 
acts on the Speaker. I am speaking of the pricking of 
one’s conscience that could only come from the peo-
ple that you once served, but then you turned your 
back on. 

 Now, we could care less what the OBA say or 
do. We already know who they are and what they are. 
For me, I am putting my sword away. I am not fighting 
these people anymore. It causes anger in my soul. It 
causes anger in my spirit, Madam. So I am not 
fighting them anymore. I actually have to focus on 
what it is going to take to save our people from this 
systemically corrupt Government! That is what I have 
to focus on. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency number— 
 
Some Hon. Members: Twenty-two. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member should retract that. He is [imputing] improper 
motives once again. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you. I appreciate Hon-
ourable Dr. Gibbons. We are close friends, somehow. 
 I would just close with the last 10 seconds. As 
I said on the 13th of March. Mr. Speaker, your position 
has become untenable. You have brought the House 
into disrepute because you have compromised your 
integrity and you accepted a bribe from Nathan 
Landow. It is time to resign. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the motion? 
 If not, the Member who presented the motion 
has the option to close the motion. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You are welcome. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Bermuda Parliament and all of us here as both pro-
fessional and political leaders in this country ought to 
have thicker skins than has been demonstrated 
throughout this five-hour, six-hour debate, where there 
has been a studied exercise in stopping every speak-
er of the Opposition from speaking to the implications 
of this motion. And it has now been— 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order. 
Point of order. Point of order, Madam Deputy Speak-
er. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 23. Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. We have not sys-
tematically tried to suppress the debate. As I said ear-
lier, what we were trying to do is to ask the Members 
to speak to the motion that had been put to the 
House. If there was a mistake in the motion, they had 
ample opportunity to change the motion and have it 
printed in the manner in which they wanted.  
 We did not want . . . I am waiting for infor-
mation. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 36. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I thank you. 
 And what has been largely disappointing is 
that in any mature parliament, where there are rea-
sonable and professional legislators, there ought to be 
complete fearlessness in the debate—fearlessness. 
But what has been clear with the number of interjec-
tions, interventions from all Government Members . . . 
And Madam Deputy Speaker, I understand, now that 
you have had clarification about the formatting of the 
motion. But the interventions by yourself to defend 
your interpretation of the motion has been unprece-
dented, which has led to this motion being highly, 
highly compromised. 
 But the burden of criticism must fall to the 
Members of the Government. There ought to have 
been the willingness to hear all of the allegations that 
we were making about the affidavit or Jetgate. There 
ought to have been the fortitude to take this. Because 
these are not coming from the Opposition, these alle-
gations. We are reporting on matters that have been 
brought to the public domain. That means it is not 
hearsay. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I do not know who has ad-
vised you that it is hearsay. Let me try again.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, speak to the Chair. 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: We were in this Island, and 
certainly in the Opposition, appalled by the revelations 
on Magic by Sherri J, as she read an affidavit. The 
affidavit is not hearsay. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Why are you saying this? You 
are a lawyer? The affidavit is evidence in a civil pro-
cedure. And it is based on the knowledge— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: An affidavit is based on the 
knowledge of the maker, or his or her belief— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —in the truthfulness of the 
contents of that affidavit. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: That has a very specific— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: That has a very specific func-
tion. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member! Thank you. That is 
very helpful. But if it is already in a court of law? 
 
Some Hon. Members: No. No. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
we went through this with the Speaker this morning. A 
civil procedure is distinctly different from a criminal 
case on the point of sub judice. As a matter of fact, 
May’s [Parliamentary Practice] (I thought I read it this 
morning), May’s now says . . . May’s does not now 
say it. It is clear, rote law in May’s that in civil cases, 
the sub judice rule is not imposed. Because it is civil. 
You are not going to influence a judge, who has got 
experience. You might influence or prejudice a jury. 
So that is the distinction. Those are the rules. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Attorney General. Your point of order is? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Member is not speaking 
to the motion. He has gone off on a lark somewhere 
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else with these hearsay allegations that are sub ju-
dice. Nothing to do with the motion in front of us. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I am speaking to the motion. I 
am now speaking to the fact that my omnibus clause 
in the motion was properly— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Submitted. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —submitted as a separate, as 
a separate item in my motion, giving me the oppor-
tunity to do what the Government appeared to be fear-
ful about doing, which is having an open debate about 
the implications of the motion. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Member, 
have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Attorney General. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Member is misleading the House. These matters are 
sub judice because they are in a court case in front of 
the Chief Justice. They are going to be heard on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of this coming 
week. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: We should not be in this 
House— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Madam— 
  
The Deputy Speaker: I am listening to one! I am lis-
tening— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute. Have a seat, 
please, both of you. Both. 
 I cannot listen to two points of order. I will lis-
ten to both, but one at a time. So, thank you.  
 If you could continue, and I can hear— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, no! Point of order 
here! Point of order here! 
 

The Deputy Speaker: A point of order against his 
point of order? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Of course! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Acting stupid! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Excuse me? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Come on! 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Excuse me? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
An Hon. Member: That is disrespectful. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not being disrespectful. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Clerk: Wait for them to be quiet. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, I am not. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I am not going to start until 
everyone is quiet. 
 Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from Ham-
ilton West, constituency 6. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Speaker ruled 
March the 7th— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. What is the 
point of order? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member is 
misleading this House as far as sub judice is con-
cerned. The Speaker of this House ruled on March the 
7th, 2014, and said that individuals can speak on sub 
judice [matters] as long as they do not have, as yet 
. . . I can read it. I will read on Hansard. It is clearly . . . 
The Speaker already ruled on that particular item. 
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Okay? So, the Honourable Member is misleading this 
House that we cannot speak— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
will get the actual reading, but give me time. I will get 
it for you. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Chair recog-
nises the Member from constituency 36. Sorry about 
that. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I am grateful to the Learned 
Attorney General for stating when he made one of his 
interventions, that he says that this debate is being 
taken very seriously by the Government. It is a com-
plete contradiction to other statements by his col-
leagues, who have described this as an ineffective 
use of the time of the House or that it is a storm in a 
teacup. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, apart from the fact 
that we have on the facts, as captured in Hansard, 
that the decision to remove the Finance Shadow from 
the House has been admitted by the Speaker as a 
mistake, which completely sustains my motion, my 
motion is that it was wrong and because it was wrong 
and breached the rules, it brought the House into dis-
repute, or represented an abuse of the powers and 
authority of the Speaker. All of that cannot be disputed 
on the facts; it happened. 
 What has been the basis for bringing this mo-
tion, Madam Deputy Speaker, are those factors. And 
then, in the debate, based on my omnibus element of 
my motion, we say, I asked the question: Why is this 
misbehaviour, why are these shortcomings occurring 
with the Speaker? It is asking about the implications of 
the Speaker’s behaviour or misbehaviour in relation to 
the 13th of March and, by extension, we point out that 
this is not an isolated [incident] of misbehaviour by the 
Speaker in terms of the management and control of 
this House. I stated, and ever since I sat down all of 
my colleagues in the Progressive Labour Party have 
tried to state, that we have all noticed this as a trend 
or as a symptom that is prevalent and that we have 
noticed has been prevalent for the two years of his 
speakership. 
 But that point has been lost, thanks to the in-
terventions, points of order, points of objection. And it 
is immature for us as honourable, professional legisla-
tors not to be able to pause, hear the bitter truth as we 
understand it, or hear the bitter— 
 
An Hon. Member: Allegations. 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: —allegations (thank you), try 
and respond to them as best you can. But it has been 
possible for us to make a reasonable argument that 
these concerns are not manufactured by this Opposi-
tion. They are starting . . . They have come, quite le-
gitimately, from citizens of the country, resignations 
that have taken place by former Premiers. It has come 
from observations of breaches of the code of conduct 
by Ministers in misleading the House. 
 We have observed all of this. But the Speaker 
. . . And when I say “we,” this has been the scrutiny by 
the Opposition in this House under the Speaker. The 
Speaker has a duty and a responsibility to be involved 
in the scrutiny by the Opposition. And this is why we 
have been trying to examine not just the events of the 
13th of March, but all of the Speaker’s conduct. I 
mean, you cannot sever the Speaker’s conduct in a 
debate when you are talking about the Speaker’s be-
haviour or misbehaviour. We should be allowed to 
speak about all of it. The Members of the Government 
should be sturdy enough to hear it and, where possi-
ble, defend it, gainsay it. However, this has not hap-
pened in this debate. And to this extent, we have been 
underserved in this motion. 
 The Honourable Member, the Whip of the 
Government, noticed, takes the point that we are not 
children. And he hoped that this would improve. But 
we have behaved like there has been fear in letting 
the implications of the Speaker’s behaviour, the things 
we have heard, the things that have been reported to 
us, the things that we have seen in the public domain 
. . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Well, when I say “heard,” I 
mean from our constituents, from things we have 
heard in this House. We might be here all day. You 
have to be prepared to be here all day. That is why we 
are paid. But we cannot allow—we cannot allow the 
normalcies of democracy . . . We cannot be allowed to 
let the normalcies of democracy escape us in Bermu-
da in this Parliament. Otherwise, the point of my mo-
tion that things are brought into disrepute, Parliament 
is brought into disrepute . . . We cannot act like this is 
a different world. In any respected or respectable Par-
liament, allegations such as the ones we have most 
recently heard about require an investigation. 
 Well, I will end this way. The Leader of the 
Opposition, and most of us, have no illusions that the 
Government will vote against this motion. The Speak-
er will climb back up those three steps to the throne of 
the Speaker’s Chair. Will he return with his respect 
enhanced? Will he return with his integrity enhanced 
after it had become necessary in this House to bring a 
substantive censure motion against him? I say that he 
will not. I say that he has been compromised further in 
the respect that is demanded, required and normal for 
the Speaker of the House. 
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 When the Honourable Stanley Lowe, who was 
a student of the rules, presided over this House, the 
level of respect by both sides of the House was pal-
pable. The last two years, we have seen the Speaker 
having to make . . . You earn respect. You earn re-
spect. You earn the respect of the House. Actually, 
that is why you become elected as the Speaker. 
Enough Members of the Government and the Opposi-
tion elect you because they say, they feel that they 
respect the Speaker to be impartial, even-handed and 
independent. 
 All of these elements have been both com-
promised and called into question by this motion. And 
that is the reason why the motion is not an inefficient 
use of the time of the House. That is why the motion 
was brought. It was a motion that was serious enough 
in its implications about this Speaker, this Speaker 
properly managing and controlling the House and 
earning its respect. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 That concludes. We will have a vote. We have 
the motion before us. [It] calls for a vote in support of 
censuring the Speaker of the House of Assembly, the 
Honourable K. R. H. Horton, JP, MP. 
 For those in favour of the motion, please say 
Aye; Those who are not in favour of the motion, say 
Nay. 
 
AYES AND NAYS. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. We are going to 
call names. Thank you. 
 
The Clerk: Two minutes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is a two-minute interval 
after which the doors will be locked for the vote. 
 
[Pause for the ringing of the bill] 
 
The Clerk: Good evening.  

The vote before us this evening, or I should 
say this morning, is the Censure Motion being brought 
by Mr. M. J. Scott for the Member of Southampton 
West, the Speaker of the House, the Honourable K. H. 
R. Horton. And we will have a vote. 
  

DIVISION 
[Censure Motion Against the Honourable K.H.R. Hor-

ton, Speaker of the House] 
 
Ayes: 15 Noes: 17 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney Hon. L. Craig Cannonier 
Mr. Walton Brown Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr. Hon. Michael H. Dunkley  
Mr. E. David. Burt Dr. the Hon. E. G. Gibbons  
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong Hon. P. J. Gordon-Pamplin  
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva Mrs. Susan E. Jackson  

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo Hon. Trevor G. Moniz  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert Ms. Nandi Outerbridge  
Hon. Dennis P. Lister Mr. Mark J. Pettingill  
Mr. Walter H. Roban  Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards  
Hon. Michael J. Scott  Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr. 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott  Ms. Leah K. Scott  
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons  Mr. R. Wayne Scott  
Mr. Michael A. Weeks  Mr. N. H. Cole Simons  
 Mr. Glen Smith  
 Mr. Jeff Sousa  
  

Absent: 2 
Mr. Kenneth Bascome 

Ms. Kim N. Wilson 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Members. The 
numbers are in and have been counted. Thank you. 
 There were 15 Ayes and 17 Noes. The Noes 
have it. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[By majority on division: The motion to censure the 
Member for Southampton West, Speaker of the 
House, the Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, JP, MP, was 
defeated.] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Members. 
 Before we move to the next Order on our pa-
pers, I will remove myself from the seat and the 
Speaker will return. 
 
[Pause] 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
for sitting in. 
 Order No. 17 is carried over. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Learned 
Member from constituency 31, Minister Crockwell. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 14 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 14 
be suspended to enable me to introduce a first read-
ing of a public Bill. 
 

PUBLIC BILL 
 

FIRST READING 
 

ST. GEORGE’S RESORT ACT 2015 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing and reading for the first time by its title a Bill so 
that it can be placed on the Order Paper at the next 
day of meeting. The Bill is the St. George’s Resort Act 
2015. 

[Desk thumping and cheers] 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 
Are there any objections to that? 
Thank you.  
That matter will be placed on the Order Paper. 
The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 

Finance for a third reading. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move that the Bill entitled the Government Fees (Spe-
cial Waiver) Act 2015 now be read the third time by its 
title only. 

The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
There are none. 

 [Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 

The Speaker: There are none. 

BILL 

THIRD READING 

GOVERNMENT FEES (SPECIAL WAIVER) ACT 
2015 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill do now pass. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Are there any objections to that? 
The Bill has now passed. 

[Motion carried: The Government Fees (Special 
Waiver) Act 2015 was read a third time and passed.]

The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Minis-
ter of Tourism Development and Transport. Minister. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 21 be suspended to enable me to 
move that the Bill entitled the Casino Gaming 
Amendment Act 2015 be now read the third time by its 
title only. 

The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 

[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 

The Speaker: There are none. 
Carry on. 

BILL 

THIRD READING 

CASINO GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill do now pass. 

The Speaker: Thank you. Are there any objections to 
that? 

The Bill is now passed. 

[Motion carried: The Casino Gaming Amendment Act 
2015 was read a third time and passed.]  

The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Premier. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Was there another Third Reading? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: That is it. 
Honourable Premier. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. I move that we do now adjourn until Au-
gust 17th. 

The Speaker: August 17th. All right. Thank you. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency 29. MP Zane De Silva, you 
have the floor. 

STALLED CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the Premier, just having an-
nounced that we will be taking a break until August 
(as I thought he would), I thought that I would talk 
about a few things that I think we should highlight to-
night and maybe think about during the summer. 

I would like to start off tonight, Mr. Speaker, 
talking about the America’s Cup and the fact that this 
week I understand, as I am sure everybody else has 
heard, Mr. Stuart Hayward has objected to the pro-
posed South Basin filling. Stuart Hayward from BEST 
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[Bermuda Environmental Sustainability Taskforce]. 
Yes, that is the Stuart Hayward I am talking about.  

Mr. Speaker, I also understand that Mr. Stuart 
Hayward has objected to Morgan’s Point. You might 
know, you might remember that the plans for Mor-
gan’s Point were submitted a few months back. And 
being in your constituency, Mr. Speaker, you are 
probably more aware of it than most people. And he 
even objected to a church that Mr. Duperreault want-
ed to erect on his site. 

Why do I mention these two things, Mr. 
Speaker? You know, this particular gentleman has 
objected to several . . . and I use that word lightly. I 
should say many, many, for years objected to all sorts 
of developments. And, Mr. Speaker, I am convinced 
that Stuart Hayward . . . Really, I do not know if he 
really cares about Bermuda as he says he does, Mr. 
Speaker.  

And the Attorney General says, Be nice. How 
can I be nice when all our people are out of work? 
And here we are. We have an OBA Government try-
ing, trying their hardest to put people to work. This 
particular project up at Dockyard will employ many 
people, as the previous work that started up there has 
employed some people. 

Morgan’s Point . . . Morgan’s Point, if they get 
that started . . . I mean, everyone just stomped their 
feet just now because the Tourism Minister laid the St. 
George’s Bill. Why? Because it means jobs for our 
people, investment in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. Why is 
it that Stuart Hayward and his . . . Well, the only rea-
son I say Stuart Hayward, I am under the understand-
ing that it is only two or three people in his group—two 
of three people in his group! It is not a cast of thou-
sands. They do not have a membership meeting eve-
ry month that involves hundreds of people. And how 
many more projects are going to be stalled because of 
Stuart Hayward? How many? How long must our 
people stay out of work because he objects to devel-
opment or construction projects? How long? 

I have said it many times in this House. If you 
ask me to choose between a job and a tree, I am go-
ing to say a job for my people. Plant the tree some-
where else. And I stand by that, Mr. Speaker. So I am 
disappointed. I am tired of Stuart Hayward objecting to 
developments in this country. 

You might recall, Mr. Speaker, because I do, 
that he objected to Carl Bazarian’s project down there, 
the sewage plant. That is probably why it never got 
started. You know, he delayed that. The people of St. 
George’s are dying to get a sewage treatment plant. 
Why? What goes off at Tobacco Bay every day? 
Okay? So that would have helped out. But I mean, 
Grand Atlantic was another one. Of course, the OBA 
played their part in that one, too. You know, It is going 
to fall off the edge of the cliff, it is this, it is that. You 
know, the heavens are caving in, the place is . . . 
People are going to die. All sorts of things were 
thrown out in the air. 

But all of a sudden, now we have a change of 
Government, and you know what? Not a peep from 
Mr. Hayward, let alone the OBA Members.  

But, Mr. Speaker, so I am tired. I am sure a lot 
of people are getting tired. And the people in this 
country who are out of work should be tired of him. 
We will have some more on him later, too, Mr. Speak-
er, by the time we return in August. We might have 
something else, too. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is an old saying that 
goes something like this: Wrong people in the wrong 
place give you wrong results. Wrong people in the 
wrong place give you wrong results. Mr. Speaker, it is 
like putting a hamburger chef in a sushi kitchen. 

Now, why do I say these things, Mr. Speaker? 
Because, Mr. Speaker, you know, we have had a lot 
of activity in the Tourism Department, or Bermuda 
Tourism Authority department as of late. You know, as 
we break for summer, we have had visitors who have 
waited for hours for transportation up in Dockyard, 
visitors who get off the ships. Whilst it may have im-
proved from two hours, I understand they are still wait-
ing an hour or so, Mr. Speaker. And you know at this 
time of year, with the temperatures that we are cur-
rently experiencing, I would not want to wait out in that 
heat for 20 minutes, let alone 60. So, let us see if we 
can do something on that throughout the summer, Mr. 
Speaker. 

BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY CEO 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, we have 
a CEO of the Bermuda Tourism Authority, Mr. 
Hanbury. I saw a video the other day where he is 
jumping off the cliff out, I think, at Admiralty House. 

[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He was jumping off the 
cliff.  

Well, I am glad that the Honourable Dr. Gib-
bons finds a little humour. Right? In fact, he said that it 
is because he heard me speak. Well, you know, I am 
not surprised he jumped off because everything I am 
speaking about is all those bonuses he has been get-
ting. I am surprised he has not jumped off a cliff with 
no water below. 

[Laughter] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay? But, Mr. Speaker, I 
say that to say this. The CEO has time to jump off a 
cliff. But has the CEO ever been to Horseshoe Bay to 
use the bathroom? Has he ever been to Elbow Beach 
and tried to use the bathroom down there? Now, I do 
not know about Shelly Bay. Maybe the Bible Belt Cap-
tain here might be able to tell me, right? Okay? 

So what I am saying is, those are just three, 
Mr. Speaker. Those are just three. So, that is why I 
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say wrong people in the wrong place give you the 
wrong results and it is like a hamburger chef in a sushi 
kitchen.  

I think, during the summer, and I do not care 
what numbers they come out with for the second 
quarter, because they are not going to be where they 
should be. They might have a little increase. I say this: 
I stand to be corrected, but if they are upwards of 
14 [per cent]–15 per cent, I will give a quick nod of 
well done. But it is going to be the remainder of the 
year that is going to tell the story, Mr. Speaker. So, 
Mr. Speaker, I hope during the course of the summer, 
we have some of these facilities for our tourists that 
are looked into.  

AMERICA’S CUP 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, Mr. Speaker, we 
had some talk about the America’s Cup today, 
and we were given an update by Dr. Gibbons, the 
Member from constituency 22.  

Mr. Speaker, I have a summer task for Dr. 
Gibbons, the Honourable Member. I would like to see 
if he could bring back to this House, because he 
brought some figures today about how many compa-
nies have work, how many people were employed . . .  

He says I am never satisfied. But, Mr. Speak-
er, you know what? In this business, he should know 
more than any, because he has been in the game a 
bit longer than me, our people are never satisfied. 
They are never satisfied. So we have got to keep 
beating the drum. 

So, but I have a task for him. And I would like 
to know, hopefully he can give us an update by the 
time we return on August 17th, how many black Ber-
mudian contracts have been let up in Dockyard, or 
anywhere else, related to the America’s Cup? How 
many black contracts? How many contracts have 
been given to our black contractors? How many con-
tracts have been given to our black Bermudians’ busi-
nesses, Mr. Speaker? No, no, not Bermudian, black 
Bermudians. Are you afraid of that, Mr. Sousa? Huh? 
Okay? Black Bermudian contractors. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would also like the Hon-
ourable Dr. Gibbons to give us some other infor-
mation. I would like . . . Well, you know, I have got to 
keep you busy, Dr. Gibbons. Hiring of foreigners over 
Bermudians—I would like him to sit down with the 
ACBDA, because it is happening and it is happening 
too often, Dr. Gibbons. It is happening too often. You 
have qualified Bermudians who are applying for jobs, 
and foreigners have been given the nod over the 
Bermudians. And I can give you some information 
offline if you like. I will be happy to do it. I will do that. 

CUP MATCH 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, Mr. Speaker, Cup 
Match is upon us. It is not far away. You will know this 

week that I was . . . (You may know, Mr. Speaker; I do 
not know. You are pretty busy, like some of us.) But 
Cup Match.  

You know, there is a stall that used to attract 
our visitors at Cup Match. It used to attract our visi-
tors. The Tourism Department used to pay for and 
have this stall for our visitors to go to to get infor-
mation, to get education on the game, to find out a 
little bit about Bermuda, maybe experience some of 
our food and our drink, Mr. Speaker.  

Last year, the Bermuda Hotel Association 
funded that particular booth, Mr. Speaker. This year, 
the Hotel Association said they cannot because they 
are short on cash. I was shocked that the BTA would 
let that go, so I brought it to the public’s attention. Lo 
and behold, Mr. Speaker, the very next day, we get an 
announcement by the Bermuda Tourism Authority 
that, Oh, we have had this in train for months. And in 
the last couple of weeks, a local entrepreneur will be 
taking it over, delivering tourists to the Cup Match to 
experience the same things that we have been doing 
all this time. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is a little tricky. If I had 
not brought it to the attention of the public, I wonder 
what would have happened? Because I tell you what I 
find a little strange. In their press release yesterday, 
they said that an entrepreneur in the last couple of 
weeks has come to the fore, and this is what they are 
going to do. But in the two paragraphs later, they say 
that for a couple of months, the BTA have been work-
ing on this, a couple of months, a couple of months, 
Mr. Speaker. So one wonders, what is going on? Is 
that a little trickery going on? It remains to be seen. 
We will see, Mr. Speaker. 

But, you know what, Mr. Speaker? The other 
thing that surprised me was that the company that is 
doing it, Bermuda Explorer, one of the owners is none 
other than Jodi Lewis. Who is Jodi Lewis? That name 
has come up before, JD Lewis. Remember Derrick 
Green, Cosmic Consultants, all that stuff? Here is that 
name again. She also happened to be the OBA’s pub-
lic relations officer in the last election. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Young black entrepreneur 
she is, yes. But she is getting a lot of work. She is get-
ting a lot of work out of the OBA Government. I do not 
care what colour she is, she is getting a lot of work. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A lot of work. 

[Gavel] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, Mr. Speaker, the 
other thing that shocked me was the fact that they are 
charging $150.00 per person—$150.00! So if you 
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have a husband and wife, that is $300.00 to go to Cup 
Match! It would be interesting to see how many num-
bers we get at the end of the day. Parliamentary 
Questions will reveal, I hope . . . I hope the Minister of 
Tourism is not going to give me one of those Go to 
PATI and ask for it, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, we have all these things going 
on in the BTA. And you know that those bonuses that 
were paid out to the CEO and staff upset a lot of peo-
ple, this despite the fact that we have had our worst 
tourist numbers in 48 years and our lowest tourism 
budget in 30 years, Mr. Speaker. But we have an OBA 
Government that allows their Tourism Authority to pay 
out these bonuses. And now, Mr. Speaker, they are 
on their second stint. The board members are getting 
$20,000 each, and they are on their second stint. 
They have been paid already. Okay? They have been 
paid already. 

So, Mr. Speaker, you know, the Honourable 
Finance Minister, Bob Richards, said a few months 
ago, insulted our seniors and told them the money 
does not grow on trees. That is what he said: Money 
doesn’t grow on trees—insulted our seniors when he 
said that, Mr. Speaker. But it grows on trees at the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, it appears. Maybe the 
Honourable Finance Minister did not tell them about 
that, Mr. Speaker. What does the OBA do? Did they 
have trees down at the Bermuda Tourism Authority’s 
office? Do they have money trees down there? Oh, 
let’s pick $20,000 off this month, $20,000 off that 
month, $100,000 this month. It seems like we have a 
never-ending money tree at the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have left, 
please? Four minutes. Okay. 

HIP AND FUTURECARE BENEFITS 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, today another 
hurt for our seniors when you had the HIP and the 
FutureCare benefits premium rates that were brought 
before the House. We ran out of time at question time, 
Mr. Speaker. But I will speak on behalf of my cousin, 
Derrick Burgess, who may have slipped out to the 
bathroom. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, I do not know if 
everyone got this or not. But do you know how much 
these rates increased today, Mr. Speaker?  

Mr. Speaker, we are looking at increases to 
HIP and FutureCare between $40.00 and $55.00 per 
month. I remember, Mr. Speaker, when I was Health 
Minister, I brought a $5.00 increase here, and the 
Honourable Member, Dr. Grant Gibbons, and my 
good friend, the late Louise Jackson, made me pant 
because I increased FutureCare by five dollars. But 
here they are increasing HIP and FutureCare by 
$45.00 and $55.00 per month, banging our seniors yet 
again. It borders on criminal, does it not?  

So, the OBA Government have taken away 
much of the seniors’ licence benefit. Now they are 

hitting them with this. And let us not forget they took 
the price of the FutureCare premium up already since 
they have been in power. So this is the second in-
crease. GEHI has been increased. When are the OBA 
going to give our seniors an increase in pension? It 
has been years.  

The Honourable Member, Cole Simons, says, 
When they can afford to. Stop giving out bonuses! I 
understand they gave bonuses out at the hospital! It is 
not true? You checked it out? But why did you not let 
us know, Dr. Gibbons? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I just did. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. All right. Okay. I will 
pull that one back. I did ask you today to check it out, 
because you know, I did not see the proof. I did not 
see the proof like I did for BTA. 

But what I am saying is the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Cole Simons, says, When they can afford it. 
Well, stop paying out all these bonuses! Stop paying, 
you know, a CEO almost $9,000 a week! Nine thou-
sand a week! You know how much money that is? Do 
you know how many seniors that would pay Fu-
tureCare premiums for? 

Mr. Speaker, it must be getting close? Okay. 
All right. I will finish on this note, Mr. Speaker. 

Remember this. The OBA are increasing the 
premiums for FutureCare, but remember. Most of 
those seniors are on Financial Assistance, Mr. 
Speaker. So what is going to happen? They are going 
to increase it on this side, and then Financial Assis-
tance, I do not know who is Financial Assistance Min-
ister—Pat. You know what is going to happen with 
Minister Gordon-Pamplin? She is going to catch that. 
And I sympathise with you, because I have seen that. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, yes. It will be a sup-
plementary. Or you know what it will be? Another 
$200 million request coming before the end of this 
fiscal year. That is what is going to happen. Mark this 
date. So, Mr. Speaker, all I ask is that during the 
summer, that Dr. Grant Gibbons, the CEO of the Tour-
ism Authority and the Minister of Tourism, see if you 
can get some of these things looked at and fixed. And 
get some data back to us so that we can feel a little bit 
more comfortable, going forward. Thank you very 
much. 

The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Premier to 
close the debate. 

CUP MATCH 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. Speaker, good morning to you and col-
leagues. Before we adjourn to the 17th of August, 
there are a couple of things I want to say. First off, Mr. 
Speaker, I find it absolutely amazing that the Honour-
able Member who just took his seat has a startling 
propensity to continue to complain about things. And it 
was very interesting, the concerns about the visitors 
down at Cup Match. And certainly, when I heard about 
that, I contacted the Honourable Minister to take a 
look into it because it has been over the years some-
thing that I think has been very beneficial for Bermu-
da. And I have to applaud both clubs, St. George’s 
and Somerset, for making it happen. 

But then, the Honourable Member, after he 
had just finished asking questions about people work-
ing at Dockyard and how many black contractors are 
working at Dockyard, proceeded to be derogatory to a 
young black Bermudian woman, an entrepreneur. I 
find that— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er, point of order. 

[Crosstalk] 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, that is definitely mis-
leading the House. The Honourable Premier was not 
listening. In fact, I congratulated her that she was get-
ting the amount of work she was. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I did not give her any de-
rogatory remarks. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Premier. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, that is a 
stretch, at the best of times.  

But, Mr. Speaker, that comes from an Hon-
ourable Member over there who has remarked to 
Members on this side that he has gotten more work 
under this Government than he got under the former 
Government!  

Some Hon. Members: Yes! 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I find that absolutely 
amazing. And he says that is true. So, you know, he 
who speaks loud should be careful who he speaks to, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 

[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He is certainly misleading 
the House, Mr. Speaker. He is certainly misleading 
the House, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Because, you know, con-
trary to popular belief, I am not as black as you might 
think. But I am black. 

[Laughter] 

The Speaker: Carry on. Premier, please carry on. 

[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 

The Speaker: All right. Members, I want to hear the 
Premier. 

[Gavel] 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, that just 
goes to prove that there has been a lot of hallucinating 
going on in this House today, quite clearly. 

[Laughter] 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I do not know what he has 
been drinking, but I hope no one else has touched 
that stuff, because the Honourable Member is certain-
ly coming from a different angle there. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in all seriousness, I lis-
tened to the debate all day today. And as we close for 
a couple of weeks before we come back to deal with 
the St. George’s Resort Act, which was tabled a little 
while ago by the Minister for Tourism—and congratu-
lations to him and his team and the Attorney General’s 
Chambers, the BMA and everyone who has worked 
through it to make it happen, because it is very excit-
ing for St. George’s. 

DECORUM IN HOUSE—LANGUAGE IN DEBATE 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But I wanted to remark just 
briefly on the language that is deployed in this House 
on a way-too-regular basis. Because it is divisive. It is 
hurtful. And it is certainly hateful language that is used 
on a regular basis. And I am not reflecting on any de-



2898 17 July 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

bate; I am reflecting on the language in the debate, 
from the start to almost the finish, by the Opposition. 
 And I will just read a couple of quotes here, 
Mr. Speaker. Honourable Member, Mr. Burt, from 
constituency 18, said, They do not understand. They 
do not get it. They are clueless. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
the Honourable Member is a smart fellow. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He is a very smart chap, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Premier is, in 
fact, reflecting on the debate. That is exactly what he 
is doing. 
 
The Speaker: All right. All right, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He is actually reading verba-
tim what was said. That is reflection. 
 
The Speaker: All right, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I am not re-
flecting on any debate; I am reflecting on the language 
used in the debate because I think it is unacceptable. 
 
Some Hon. Members: No, no, no, no, no. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And the Honourable 
Member who just took his seat on a point of order— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Take your seat. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If you reflect on the language 
of a debate, debates require language. Without lan-
guage, there is no debate. So if you reflect on the lan-
guage, you are reflecting on the debate, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 All right. Premier, if you could stay within the 
parameters that we should. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I am talking 
about specific language. 

 
The Speaker: Right. Okay. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am not talking about any 
Bill that we debated here today. I am talking about the 
language— 
 
The Speaker: Language in the House in general. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The language in the 
House in general, using words like clueless, ignorant, 
incompetent. And the Honourable Member says, I 
agree. But, Mr. Speaker, that is not parliamentary lan-
guage. And if we want to be accepted as leaders in 
this community, we need to raise the game. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Members 
on that side have continued to use the word “corrup-
tion.” So, I challenge the Honourable Members: I will 
sit down, take a point of order, have any one of those 
Honourable Members lodge a formal complaint with 
the police about any corrupt practices taking place in 
this country. Stand up and tell me who is doing it. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: They all say yes, but no-
body is standing up. Nobody is standing up and say-
ing it. 
 And that is the point, Mr. Speaker. It is hot air. 
It is no substance. It is hallucination. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
who just stood to his feet— 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Honourable Premier is 
misleading the House. Obviously, there are Members 
on this side who have lodged official complaints to the 
Bermuda Police Service on allegations of corruption 
and bribery. And as the Minister of National Security, 
he should not know it, but I am sure he does. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, that is abso-
lute nonsense. Absolute nonsense. The Honourable 
Member who believes he is the most persecuted per-
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son in this country is certainly drinking too much of 
that ganja tea! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is a fact, Mr. Speak-
er. He admitted he drank the tea— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point–of–order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He has to retract that. Okay? 
He has to retract that. 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member. Thank 
you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You know what he is accus-
ing me of. He needs to retract it. If not, we will go 
down that slippery slope. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We could talk about Parkside. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member made the comment that he was the 
most persecuted Member. And he made the comment 
about the tea. So I am just repeating his own words. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order! 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Or point of clarification. When 
did I make a comment about tea? 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member. 
 Carry on, please, Premier. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, even you 
laughed at the point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, please, Premier. 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Honourable Member, do 
you have a point of order? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He is sleepwalking, Mr. 
Speaker, the Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 13 is sleepwalking then. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But, Mr. Speaker, see, 
here it is. The Opposition tried to divide this country. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, Honourable Members. 
 Carry on, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Members in the other side try to divide this coun-
try with inflammatory language, but there is no sub-
stance or proof behind it. And, Mr. Speaker, I have 
been sitting listening— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. We do not try to divide the 
country with inflammatory language; they do. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Premier, all right. Carry on. 
 All right, Honourable Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I am making 
these comments specifically tonight for the sole pur-
pose that the Honourable Member says I have been 
quiet. Well, I have been listening. I have been writing 
it down, and I have been listening to the errant non-
sense that day in and day out comes from those 
Members. And I am disgusted by the language, Mr. 
Speaker, because no one on this side will stand for 
the nonsense that they allude to. So they need to stop 
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pontificating stuff that just cannot even mount up, Mr. 
Speaker. You are making up stuff. 
 And we are not in school. We are not in 
school where we think about fairy tales and we sit 
down and we dream about stuff that is going on. This 
is the real world. The Honourable Member over there 
who is jabbering on about facilitating Parkside and all 
that stuff, he is still on the tea, Mr. Speaker! 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I know it is early in the 
morning. But, you know, sometimes you have got to 
free up— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. Yes, Hon-
ourable Member. Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Not only is the Honourable 
Premier misleading the House over the tea, but he is 
misleading the House in terms of his role in facilitating 
gang warfare at Parkside! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! Honourable 
Member! Please! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Talk about that! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, take your seat, 
please! Honourable Member, take your seat. Honour-
able Member! 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, all Honourable 
Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, point of or-
der. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I ask that those comments 
imputing improper motive be retracted and withdrawn 
right now, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Yes. Honourable Member, you should, 
certainly. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I merely asked him to confirm 
if he has any role in facilitating gang warfare! We 
could talk about it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: That is not what you said. Honourable 
Member. Honourable Member, I heard different to 
that. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We could talk about it. I am 
not retracting a thing. I am not retracting. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is in the record. I asked a 
question. 
 
Some Hon. Members: No! No! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order. Actually, it was 
a clarification.  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, I would like for 
you to . . . Honourable Member, if you would please, 
please retract that. Honourable Member, please. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, then could he 
retract his comments about tea? Because obviously, 
tea has a connotation to drug use! So he has to re-
tract it. If not, I will continue to speak about his in-
volvement in gang warfare! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: We will go there! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Just . . . no, no, no, no.  

No, no.  
No, no. 

 Honourable Member, Leader of the Opposi-
tion, would you just please retract that? Please do 
what I have asked you to do. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I will be quite 
willing to retract it if he retracts his statement on the 
use of tea, because that is a connotation to drug use. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Honourable 
Member, if you will do what I ask you to do first. 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I retract the 
statement. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 And Premier, if you would just retract the 
[comment about the] tea. That’s all. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I gladly will 
retract it, but it is a matter of Hansard in this House. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: He has not retracted it! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Premier is 
being highly dishonourable by not equally doing the 
like retraction. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: You should hold him to account 
for that! 
 
The Speaker: I accept the retraction. I accept the re-
traction, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: He did not make a proper re-
traction! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! Honourable 
Member, I have accepted the retraction.  
 Premier, please carry on. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Outrageous. 
 
An Hon. Member: He did make a retraction. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So, Mr. Speaker, it is clear 
just by my comments here tonight. When I put them 
on the spot, the truth hurts. The truth hurts. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I ask the Honourable Mem-
bers, if you are going to come with allegations, come 
with facts. Do not come with hearsay. Do not come 
with hallucinations. Come with facts. Because I will 
not tolerate it. I do not tolerate wrong, and I will not 
tolerate dreaming by the other side, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, we are 
. . . You know, the Honourable Member is still asking 
somebody . . . The Honourable Member already is 
walking on a thin line, Mr. Speaker. If he has a point of 
order, stand up and say it like a man. Do not sit in his 
chair and chirp across the floor, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, we have a serious job in this 
country. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 We have a serious job in this country because 
we face challenges. There are too many of our broth-
ers and sisters are hurting and cannot get jobs. We 
will not be sidetracked by the allegations coming from 
the other side. We are not going to run from right. We 
will face the heat. We are not going to get sidetracked 
from turning this country around. And with the tabling 
of the Act tonight, it is another positive step to move 
forward. 
 We will continue to do our job. And if the Op-
position is sincere about making lives better for all 
Bermudians, then they should work with us instead of 
working against us and the future of Bermuda. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
bers. Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: And just before we go, I just see that I 
noticed Senator [Renee] Ming in the audience. I would 
just recognise her before we say goodnight. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: The House is now adjourned to . . . It is 
Monday, is it not? Monday, August the 17th. 
 
[At 1:36 am [Saturday, 18 July 2015] the House stood 
adjourned until 10:00 am, Monday, 17 August 2015.] 
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Sitting Number 27 of the 2014/15 Session 

 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speak-
er] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
10 and 17 July 2015 

 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we have confir-
mation of the Minutes of July 10th and July 17th. These 
have been distributed. And if there are no objections 
or corrections, et cetera, the Minutes will be con-
firmed. 
 Are there any objections? 
 There are none; the Minutes of those days are 
confirmed. 
 
[Minutes of 10 and 17 July 2015 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: First, I would like to announce that 
Clark Somner, our [Deputy] Clerk, is attending the 
Small Branches Committee Workshop in Douglas, in 
the Isle of Man. 
 

STATEMENT TO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

CENSURE MOTION 
 
The Speaker: I also have one statement that I have to 
make. Honourable Members: 
 To the Honourable Michael Dunkley, Premier, 
Minister of National Security; the Honourable Marc 
Bean, the Opposition Leader; and Honourable Mem-
bers of this House of Assembly: 
 Honourable Members will know, but the public 
may not understand, that when the Speaker has 
something to say he speaks from the Chair—and only 
from the Chair. It is for this reason that I wish to make 
the following short statement today: 

 Standing Order 10(3) makes it clear that (and 
I quote) “The Speaker shall not take part in any de-
bate before the House and shall not vote except in the 
case of a tie, when the Speaker shall give a casting 
vote.” 
 Thus, I did not, I could not, participate in the 
Censure Motion against myself, which was taken up 
on our last day of meeting. Further, I absented myself 
from the Chair because I was the subject of the Mo-
tion of Censure. 
 The same Standing Orders also make it clear 
that, while the Speaker has an overriding duty to 
maintain and preserve order and decorum in the 
House, decisions of the Chair can be the subject of 
appeal by way of a substantive motion. The Speaker 
is then ultimately subject to the will and authority of 
the House. 
 The House has spoken, and I take note of all 
that was said. We move on with the business of the 
country. 
 But there was one matter concerning myself 
about which I feel I must speak from the Chair today. I 
believe that it is important that the Members of this 
Honourable House and the people of Bermuda know 
exactly where I stand with respect to that matter. 
 An allegation was made about myself that is 
simply not true. During the debate on the Motion of 
Censure, it was alleged that I had been given and/or 
that I had accepted a $45,000 payment from the One 
Bermuda Alliance, or from some agent of the OBA 
Government. 
 No allegation could be further from the truth. 
For the record, I state categorically and emphatically 
that I have never received even one cent from the 
OBA or any agent of the OBA. Those unfounded ut-
terances are just that—unfounded. They are totally, 
completely and utterly false—fabrications, nothing 
more. Thank you. 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 
The Speaker: There are no messages from the Sen-
ate. 

 
PAPERS AND OTHER  

COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 
 

The Speaker: The Chair will recognise first the Hon-
ourable Minister of Health and Seniors. Minister 
Atherden, you have the floor. 
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MUTUAL RE-INSURANCE FUND FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS 2011–2014 
 

FUTURECARE FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
2011–2014 

 
HEALTH INSURANCE DEPARTMENT FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS 2011– 2014 
 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD (MEDICAL AND 
DENTAL CHARGES) ORDER 2015 

 
ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS (EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES PRACTITIONERS) ORDER 

2015 
 
BERMUDA HEALTH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 

2014/15 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the following papers and communications to 
the House: 

• Mutual Re-Insurance Fund Financial State-
ments for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; 

• FutureCare Fund Financial Statements for 
2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; 

• Health Insurance Department Financial 
Statements for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; 

• Bermuda Hospitals Board (Medical and Den-
tal Charges) Order 2015; 

• Allied Health Professions (Emergency Medical 
Services Practitioners) Order 2015; and 

• Bermuda Health Council Annual Report 
2014/15.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections to those reports be-
ing laid? 
 There are none. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Finance, Minister E. T. Richards. 
 

BERMUDA IMMIGRATION AND PROTECTION 
(LAND HOLDING CHARGES) REGULATIONS 2015 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 
of Assembly the Bermuda Immigration and Protection 
(Land Holding Charges) Regulations 2015. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 That will be laid. 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I propose to 
ask the House to approve these Regulations later to-
day under the provision of Standing Order 23(9). 
 
The Speaker: All right. So we will deal with that when 
we come to it, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member, the Minister of Tourism Devel-
opment and Transport.  

Minister Crockwell, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

BERMUDA TOURISM BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 
AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AT MARCH 31ST 

2013 
 

BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY 2014 ANNUAL 
REPORT 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the information of the 
Honourable House of Assembly the following papers 
and communications to the House: 

1. Bermuda Tourism Board Annual Report and 
Financial Statements at March 31st, 2013; 

2. Bermuda Tourism Authority 2014 Annual Re-
port. 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 There are none. 
 Members may note on the Order Paper that 
there is some correction. On your papers it may say 
“Bermuda Tourism Authority Financial Statements.” 
So, the Minister has, in fact, corrected that. Thank 
you, Members. 

 
PETITIONS 

 
The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS  

AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 
 

The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Minister for 
Health, Seniors and the Environment. Minister Jeanne 
Atherden, you have the floor. 
 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD (MEDICAL AND 
DENTAL CHARGES) ORDER 2015 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker and Honour-
able Members, in July 2015 the Bermuda Hospitals 
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Board (Medical and Dental Charges) Order 2015 was 
gazetted. The Order is reviewed annually, setting the 
fees physicians and dentists may charge for health 
care delivered at the Bermuda Hospitals Board. Mr. 
Speaker, section 13A of the Bermuda Hospitals Board 
Act 1970 sets out the procedure for setting the fees in 
the Medical and Dental Charges Order. 

• Section 13A(1) states, “The Minister shall de-
termine a scale of fees which shall be charged 
by medical and dental practitioners for the 
treatment of patients in hospitals and for any 
course of treatment partly in and partly out-
side the hospitals.” 

• Section 13A(2) states, “The Minister may con-
sult such persons or bodies he considers ap-
propriate in determining the scale of fees un-
der subsection (1).” 
 

 Mr. Speaker, the Ministry requested that the 
Bermuda Health Council consult with relevant profes-
sional bodies on changes to the Bermuda Hospitals 
Board (Medical and Dental Charges) Order 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to stress that for 
physicians the Order has not been changed in at least 
two years. By not marginally adjusting the Order year 
on year to combat rising inflation and costs of medical 
supplies, the value of the dollars in revenue received 
by physicians to support the services they deliver has 
decreased. These decreases are in addition to a phy-
sician sector that declined by 15 per cent in 2013. A 
request for the rate increase is linked to service quali-
ty and access to care for patients. 
 For dentists, the Bermuda Dental Association 
continues to support the use of the Ontario Dental 
Association Fee Guides, with annual adjustments on 
an on-going basis. 
 Mr. Speaker, with the agreement of the Health 
Insurance Association of Bermuda, the Bermuda Med-
ical Doctors Association and the Bermuda Dental As-
sociation, the 2015 Order sets an increase of 3 per 
cent for medical procedures and determines dental 
rates based on the 2015 Ontario Dental Association 
Suggested Fee Guide for General Practitioners and 
the 2015 Ontario Dental Association Suggested Fee 
Guide for certified paediatric dentists. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise again, 
you have another Statement, Minister Atherden? 
 
BERMUDA HEALTH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr Speaker and Honour-
able Members, I am pleased to table the Bermuda 

Health Council’s Annual Report 2014/15 for the fiscal 
year ending March 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, section 12 of the Bermuda 
Health Council Act 2004 requires that the Health 
Council submit a report of its operations, including 
accounts certified by the auditor and financial state-
ments, to the legislature. The Health Council has been 
operational since 2006 and has tabled annual reports 
every year since. 
 Mr. Speaker, in May 2015 the Health Council 
submitted its draft financial statements to the Office of 
the Auditor General (OAG) for the fiscal year ending 
March 2015. The audit was completed in July 2015, 
and the annual report has been approved by the Audi-
tor General and is now being submitted for tabling. 
 The Health Council’s Annual Report 2014/15 
represents all operational activity between the 1st of 
April 2014 and 31st of March 2015, inclusive, Mr. 
Speaker. In this period, the council continued its close 
collaboration with stakeholders to ensure regulatory 
oversight of Bermuda’s health system. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Health Council has achieved 
significant accomplishments for 2014/15, including the 
following: 
 (a) Employers’ compliance. The Health Coun-
cil has enforced employers’ compliance with the 
Health Insurance Act 1970 obligation. The Health 
Council investigated complaints representing over 
4,200 employees and, as a result of its enforcement 
efforts, over 60 per cent of these employees regained 
active insurance coverage. Over $80,000 was recov-
ered in Standard Health Benefit premiums owed to 
insurers, including the Bermuda Government’s Con-
solidated Fund. In addition, there were three criminal 
convictions of employers prosecuted through the 
courts. 
 (b) Standards of practice. In collaboration with 
the Bermuda Nursing Council and the Bermuda Den-
tal Board, the Health Council coordinated develop-
ment and roll-out of standards of practice for nurses 
and for dental practitioners to improve health care 
quality on the Island. 
 (c) Diagnostic test ordering. At the request of 
physicians, the Health Council monitored and provid-
ed peer-based feedback to physicians on diagnostic 
and laboratory order rates. This initiative is associat-
ed with preliminary year-on-year observations of a 4 
per cent reduction on imaging tests referred and an 
18 per cent reduction in clinical lab referred across 
multiple specialties. 
 (d) Home medical services. The Health Coun-
cil introduced the Home Medical Service Benefit, 
which reduced health system costs by approximately 
$100,000 by encouraging the right care at the right 
time in the right setting. 
 (e) Standard premium rate. The Health Coun-
cil facilitated the actuarial review of the standard pre-
mium rate and published the Actuarial Review Report 
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2014. New benefits were added to direct care to more 
appropriate cost-effective settings. 
 (f) National health accounts. This year, the 
Health Council published the National Health Ac-
counts Report 2014 to monitor health expenditure 
and its impact on Bermuda's economy and house-
holds, reporting increased spending on overseas care 
and health insurance administration. 
 (g) Advice to the Ministry. And finally, Mr. 
Speaker, the Health Council provided advice and 
support on a range of policy, public health and eco-
nomic issues to the Ministry of Health, Seniors and 
Environment, as well as maintaining an up-to-date 
website. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I have said before in this 
Honourable House, we are committed to improving 
health care coverage and access, and to using health 
care resources more efficiently. The Health Council 
has dedicated itself to this task, with the assistance of 
many partners in the private or public sectors, and 
should be congratulated on their accomplishments 
this year. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: You have another Statement? 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: It is just tucked at the end 
of the page, so it could be overlooked. 
 
The Speaker: You are correct. All right.  
 The Chair will recognise again the Honourable 
Minister for Health, Tabling of the Financial State-
ments. We have just had the Hospitals Board and the 
Bermuda Health Council Annual Report. Now it is the 
Financial Statements for the Health Insurance Fund. 
Yes. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE HEALTH IN-

SURANCE FUND (HIF), THE MUTUAL RE-
INSURANCE FUND (MRF) AND THE FUTURE 
CARE (FCF) (THE FUNDS) FOR THE FISCAL 
YEARS APRIL 1st 2010 TO MARCH 31st, 2014 

 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, the Health 
Insurance Act 1970 requires the Health Insurance 
Committee (HIC) to maintain financial accounts for the 
Health Insurance Fund, the Mutual Reinsurance Fund 
and the FutureCare Fund (the Funds) and to have 
these accounts audited by the Auditor General. Today 
I am presenting to this Honourable House the audited 
financial statements for the Funds for the four fiscal 
periods ended March 31st 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014. 
 Mr Speaker, you will note that the Auditor 
General has issued a denial of opinion in each of the 
fiscal years in question. A combination of a previous 
backlog of audited financial statements, lack of auto-

mation, deficiencies in internal controls, and insuffi-
cient operational resources resulted in material errors 
in the financial statements. Mr. Speaker in 2012, it 
was agreed with the Auditor General that accepting 
denials of opinion would be the prudent course of ac-
tion for all the then-outstanding fiscal years. 
 Since that time, the Health Insurance Depart-
ment has been working with the Auditor General to 
resolve these issues. In addition, the department has, 
since 2009, been systematically addressing opera-
tional backlogs while concurrently implementing au-
tomated systems and modernising the department. 
One key change was the outsourcing of claims admin-
istration as a new business strategy. 
 Mr. Speaker, this has proved to be an over-
whelming success, with anticipated cost savings and 
increased efficiencies being realised. As these im-
provements occurred, management was better 
equipped to assess the effectiveness of existing pro-
cesses. 
 Mr. Speaker, in spite of significant changes to 
departmental procedures—such as successfully out-
sourcing claims administration, requiring audited 
headcounts from insurers, implementation of electron-
ic payments to service providers, the enhancement of 
reconciliation procedures and the restructuring of HID 
staffing resources and responsibilities—ongoing re-
view revealed serious deficiencies in intra-government 
reporting, thus affecting the reliability of HID’s data. 
 After further consultation with the Auditor 
General in May 2014, it was agreed that the level of 
unreliability rendered the records un-auditable. A list 
of items to be resolved was produced by the Auditor 
General, and I am pleased to report that resolution of 
these items is near completion and regular audits will 
resume with the 2014/15 fiscal year. At this time, 
management expects to receive a qualified opinion on 
these statements as a result of the opening balances 
carried forward from the 2014 financials. Thereafter, 
management is diligently working towards receiving a 
clean audit opinion. 
 Mr. Speaker, restoring confidence in the integ-
rity of the HID accounting records has been a long 
and arduous process, spanning almost six years. The 
resolution of the final items for the Auditor General 
and the resumption of regular audits will mark the 
completion of this effort. I wish to commend the previ-
ous and current directors and the HID management 
team and staff who worked through this process for 
their perseverance and hard work to get us to this 
point. 
 In closing, Mr. Speaker, while we are not yet 
where we want to be, the tabling of these financial 
statements represents the clearing of the last major 
legacy issue faced by the department. Coupled with 
the recently completed HID Strategic Plan, which in-
cludes the implementation of an enterprise risk man-
agement strategy which has already been completed, 
the application of a case management strategy to bet-
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ter manage chronic illness and several pilot pro-
grammes that will directly impact population wellness 
and system sustainability, all of which are in develop-
ment, together with the new supplemental benefits for 
the current fiscal year, which will begin to be rolled out 
effective September 1st, I believe that much better 
days are ahead. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very much, Min-
ister. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

The Speaker: So this brings us now to Reports of 
Committees. There are none. 

 
QUESTION PERIOD 

 
The Speaker: We move now into our Question Peri-
od. 
 The Honourable and Learned Member, M. J. 
Scott, should have received written responses from 
the Honourable T. G. Moniz. 
 

1. Will the Honourable Attorney General 
please provide this Honourable House with a 
list of all consultants/contractors from 1 April 
2013 to 31 March 2015 for the departments 
and/or quangos for which the Honourable 
Minister is responsible, including the names 
and/or the company, and the company’s ad-
dress? 
 
2. Will the Honourable Attorney General 
please inform this Honourable House as to 
the terms of reference and/or project for which 
each consultant/contractor has been re-
tained? 
 
3. Will the Honourable Attorney General 
please inform this Honourable House as to 
the remuneration each consultant/contractor 
will/or has received, including whether or not 
the terms of employment include payment of 
any other expenses like travel, accommoda-
tions and meals? 

 
The Speaker: The second set of questions, the Hon-
ourable Premier has asked that these answers be 
given . . . These answers have not been completed 
yet, and I think he has already spoken with the Oppo-
sition Leader. Yes, thank you. 
 

1. Would the Honourable Premier please in-
form this Honourable House as to the total 
number of Bermuda Government employees 
who were on work permits for the Fiscal Years 
2014 and 2015? 
 

2. Would the Honourable Premier please in-
form this Honourable House as to the total 
personnel costs associated with those Ber-
muda Government employees who were on 
work permits for the Fiscal Years 2014 and 
2015? 

 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member, W. H. Rob-
an, should have received written responses? You 
have not? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: No, Mr. Speaker. I have not 
received any written responses as of yet. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Just a minute, they are here. I 
know they are here. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I now 
have them. 
 

1. Will the Honourable Minister please confirm 
whether Mr. John Briggs, a former London 
Metropolitan Police Official, has been working 
with the Bermuda Police Service and when 
did he start? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Minister please confirm 
the nature of Mr. Briggs’ work for the BPS? 

 
3. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House how much of the tax-
payer’s funds have been and will be spent on 
Mr. Briggs’ employment? 

 
The Speaker: Yes. Right. 
 The Honourable E. T. Richards has written 
and oral responses to Parliamentary Questions from 
E. D. Burt. 
 

1. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the total amount 
of persons contributing to the Contributory 
Pension Fund as at the end of each of the last 
12 calendar quarters (September 30, 2012 – 
June 30, 2015)? 

 
2. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the total Number 
of entities (exempted undertakings, all other 
categories) filing a payroll tax return for each 
of the last 12 payroll tax quarters (October15, 
2012 – July 15, 2015)? 

 
The Speaker: And so, MP Burt, if you could please 
ask the oral question that you have. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/Pq%20from%20T.%20Moniz%20-%20August%2017%202015%20.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/Pq%20for%20D%20Burt%20-%20August%2017%202015.pdf
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The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
QUESTION 1: MINISTER’S DEFAMATION ACTION 

AGAINST PRESIDENT OF BERMUDA PUBLIC 
SERVICES UNION, LEGAL COSTS RELATED TO 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, will the Honourable 
Minister please inform this Honourable House as to 
whether the legal costs related to the Minister’s defa-
mation action against the President of the Bermuda 
Public Services Union are being paid for by the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Richards. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In line with the Public Accounts Committee 
recommendation, included in their report of June 14th, 
2014, on the inappropriate use of public funds for 
payment of personal legal expenses, the Cabinet has 
provided its support for the civil action taken by myself 
as the Minister of Finance against the President of the 
Bermuda Public Services Union for defamation and 
damaged reputation when I was carrying out my du-
ties as the Minister of Finance. 
 The Government considers the funding of this 
action to be for a Government purpose, and it is the 
appropriate course to follow in the interest of the Gov-
ernment and Bermuda’s international reputation. 
 I can report that, at this time, no payments 
have been made by the Government towards this 
matter, but I can assure this Honourable House that 
any payments made will be transparent and fully doc-
umented. I can also advise that any proceeds from 
this action will revert to the Government of Bermuda. 
 I wish to emphasise again that this position 
will be fully documented before any payments are 
made. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP Burt, supplementary? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, would the Honoura-
ble Minister please advise this Honourable House, to 
whom these fees are being paid and how much is the 
Government paying per hour? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We have retained the services 
of—(I forgot the name of the firm). But the legal per-
son is Saul Froomkin. And I cannot tell the Honoura-

ble Member what the hourly rate is, off the top of my 
head. But I can get back to him on that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP Burt, second supplementary? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister says he 
can assure the House that any proceeds from this 
action will revert to the Government of Bermuda. Can 
the Honourable Minister please inform this Honoura-
ble House what documentation he can provide, or 
what agreement was done to ensure that that is in fact 
the case, given that this action is in his private name? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I have already indicated, 
Mr. Speaker, that it is a decision by Cabinet. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, MP from constituency number 29. MP 
De Silva, you have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, in light of what 
you just said with regard to compensation for defend-
ing you against these statements that were made, as 
the Finance Minister, would you be willing to reim-
burse former Premier Brown and former Minister Bur-
gess for the personal monies that they expended de-
fending themselves against the forged cheques? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, that is not 
an appropriate question. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
 Yes, that question really does not connect to 
the Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, it certainly 
does. 
 
The Speaker: You have to relate to the matter that is 
at hand. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It is compensation— 
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The Speaker: You have to relate to the matter that is 
at hand. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Member 
from constituency number 15. MP Roban, you have 
the floor. Your supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes, supplementary. 
 Would the Honourable Minister be aware of 
the advice that the Auditor General gave previous 
Cabinets in such circumstances? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am aware that when I 
was on the Public Accounts Committee, this matter 
came up. At that time there was no assurance or doc-
umentary evidence that the Government would be the 
beneficiary of any proceeds of that legal action. That 
was the problem with that. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That is not really the answer to 
my question, Mr. Speaker. But I will move on with my 
second question. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Second supplementary, correct? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: In light of the advice (I am sure 
that the Honourable Member can find out what that 
advice was); does the Member still believe that this 
course of action of allowing the Cabinet, the Govern-
ment, to pay for this legal action is wise? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The action has directly to 
do with the fulfilling of my duties as Minister of Fi-
nance, and the Cabinet took the position that this re-
lated to that. It was a Government matter, and the 
Cabinet decided that this is what would be the policy. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Member from 
constituency number 26, the Leader of the Opposition. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I just want con-
firmation for the record from the Honourable Minister 
of Finance. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That what they are doing now 
is fine, but when it happened under the former Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government, it was not fine. I 
just want confirmation that it is cool now, but you 
changed your mind, because you changed your mind. 
But a few years ago, it was not okay when you were in 
the Opposition. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, that is not 
an appropriate question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Well, I think we can read into that 
whole question, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Member from 
constituency number 3. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Minister, can you state wheth-
er or not any form of legal authority was used to help 
guide Cabinet in the decision-making that would have 
allowed the Cabinet to come to the conclusion that 
they can use government funds for a private matter? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Well, I think, firstly, the 
presumption that it is a private matter is incorrect. And 
the Cabinet decided it was not a private matter. In any 
case, the Cabinet took that decision with the presence 
of the Attorney General. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Foggo. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes.  

Minister, are you aware that the Auditor Gen-
eral and the legal authorities that guided her did, in 
fact, state that it was a private matter and therefore 
gave the opinion that the Cabinet had erred at that 
point in time in allowing ministers to be funded for a 
court matter regarding defamation of one’s character, 
because it was decided that it is a private matter? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
comment on what happened then. The only thing I 
can say is that I was on that Public Accounts Commit-
tee with the Honourable Member who asked that 
question, and I specifically remember that there was 
no commitment or any documentation that indicated 
that the Consolidated Fund would be the recipient of 
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any proceeds if that matter was successful. There was 
nothing there. And that is the difference here. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 26, Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 Since the Honourable Minister was the former 
Chair of the PAC [Public Accounts Committee] and he 
noted that there was insufficient documentation then, 
would he confirm that that documentation exists now? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The documentation is not 
available to you, Honourable Member, but it should be 
available to the Auditor General because it is in a 
Cabinet conclusion. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, 
thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, based on the 
comment the Minister— 
 
The Speaker: Just one second, Honourable Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Based on the comment the 
Minister just made with regard to, there is now evi-
dence that may be available to the Cabinet, will the 
Minister consider looking at that evidence that he now 
has and make compensation to the monies that were 
expended by the former Premier and the former Minis-
ter Burgess? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Again, Mr. Speaker, I am 
not answering that question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 21. 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, MP Commissiong. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter indicate whether the relevant civil servants would 
have deemed it appropriate for the Government to 
underwrite the cost of this civil action? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am not sure which rele-
vant civil servant he is talking about. But the only thing 
I can say is this matter came before the Cabinet, 
which is the ultimate decision-making executive body 
of this country. And the Cabinet made that decision. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. We now move to the writ-
ten answers from the Learned Member, S. G. Crock-
well, for the Honourable W. L. Furbert. You should 
have received them, hopefully? Written responses? 
Right. 

 
1. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the amounts 
paid to Bermuda Tourism Authority employ-
ees and Board Members since its inception, 
broken down into salaries, bonuses and 
Board Members fees? 
 
2. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the remuneration 
for the Bermuda Tourism Authority’s new Di-
rector of Public Relations (Ms. Tiffani Cailor)? 
 
3. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the total tourism 
Marketing Dollars spent over each of the peri-
ods January – July 2014 and January – July 
2015? 

 
The Speaker: Also, we now move to questions for 
oral responses. The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Member from constituency number 29, MP Zane 
De Silva. You have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: TOURISM AUTHORITY FEE (2.5 PER 

CENT) 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/150811%20Reply%20to%20PQs%20from%20Wayne%20Furbert%20-%20Due%2014%20August%202015.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Parliamentry_Questions/150811%20Reply%20to%20PQs%20from%20Wayne%20Furbert%20-%20Due%2014%20August%202015.pdf


Official Hansard Report 17 August 2015 2911 
 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

 Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to whether every hotel has 
paid their Tourism Authority Fee of 2.5 per cent; and if 
not, please identify the hotels that have not paid and 
the amounts outstanding? 
  
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the proper-
ties that are not current on their Tourism Authority fee 
payments are as follows: Blue Horizons, amount out-
standing for the months of January to June of 2015; 
ClearView guest house, amount outstanding for the 
months of May and June of 2015; Dawkins Manor, 
amount outstanding for the months of May and June 
of 2015; and Surf Side Beach Club, amount outstand-
ing for the month of June 2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the edification of yourself (I 
do not know who else has a copy of this), but there 
was another hotel which was fully paid this morning. 
 
The Speaker: One of these? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Which hotel was that, Min-
ister, that paid this morning? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It was the Elbow Beach, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Honourable Member from 29, your second 
question. 
 
QUESTION 2: DESARROLLOS HOTELCO GROUP 

DIRECTORS AND SHAREHOLDERS  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Second question: Will the Honourable Minister 
please provide this Honourable House with a list of 
the Directors and shareholders of the Desarrollos Ho-
telco Group and their percentage of ownership? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 The Desarrollos Hotelco Group are as follows: 
(And forgive me for the pronunciation of the names, 
as it is sort of Spanish and Italian.) Lead principals Mr. 
Walter Stipida Sprecase and Mr. Roberto Stipa Tenei-
ro. There were 13 directors and shareholders, and 
they are as follows: Ms. Maria de Stipa, Mr. Miguel 
Purroy Unanua, Ms. Maurizio  Scrivani, Mr. Giancarla 
Stipa, Mr. Jose Guerrero  Gil, Ms. Isabel Stipa Tenrei-
ro, Mr. Pedro Vera Puente, Ms. Zanoletti, Mr. Diegio 
Freyre, Ms. Elisa Stipa Tenreiro Ms. Roberta Seivani, 
Mr. Mauricio Zanoletti.   
 Mr. Speaker, I would just like to make the 
point that I answered the question, but this answer 
has already been put in the public domain via adver-
tisement in the Royal Gazette on May 11th of this year. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Not a supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker, but the Minister . . . Thank you, Minister, for 
that information. Of course, your Spanish was pretty 
good. But you did not answer the percentage of own-
ership section, the shareholders and the percentage 
of ownership. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, as this 
company, these companies, were just formed, I just 
want to inform the Honourable House that a company 
has up to 12 months to be organised, which normally 
involves the actual issuance of shares to the persons 
who have subscribed for shares in the company. So 
my information is that those shares have not yet been 
fully subscribed. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, Mr. Speaker, two 
comments on that. First of all— 
 
The Speaker: Question, question. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You cannot form— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, in a question. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, in a question. My 
question is, Mr. Speaker, first of all, he said the com-
pany was just formed. I am not asking about the Ber-
muda Desarrollos Hotelco Group. I specifically asked 
for the Desarrollos Hotelco Group, which I understand 
had been in existence for about 12, 14 years. 
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The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
Then I misunderstood. Because when I met with that 
Honourable Member, they were talking about the 
Bermuda company in particular, and the Honourable 
Member said that would be answered today. So I 
thought that you were referring to the Bermuda com-
pany. So, can I get back to you on this point? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. That is fine. He is 
giving an undertaking to respond. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 All right. You have another question, MP De 
Silva? Your third question. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: With your indulgence. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. Minister, with regard 
to Mr. Walter Stipa, who is the lead principal— 
 
The Speaker: So, what is this? A supplementary on 
the second question? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, yes, Mr. 
Speaker. Yes, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Your second supplementary. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: With Walter Stipa, the lead 
principal, do you have any concerns with regard to his 
current court case in Connecticut with regard to the 
Ponzi scheme? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I have al-
ready addressed this particular issue in the public 
domain and in this House. And what was stated there 
was that, no, we do not. We looked at the situation. 
We received legal opinions on it. It is an extensive 
explanation, which I do not think is appropriate to go 
through now. But the bottom line is that it is very clear. 
There were multiple defendants in this matter, be-
cause the actual fund provided money to all sorts of 
individuals. Even charities that receive funds from 
something that is deemed to be a Ponzi scheme must 
provide restitution. In this case, the developer re-
ceived monies to finish the hotel in Aruba. There was 
no allegation whatsoever—none—that there was any 
knowledge that this was a Ponzi scheme. 
 The only legal obligation is to provide restitu-
tion because that fund was deemed to be a Ponzi 
scheme. So they have, for years, been ready and able 

to provide that restitution. So we have been satisfied. 
Clearly, the Marriott International has been satisfied, 
because they are still contracting to build hotels for 
that very reputable organisation. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 MP De Silva, your third question. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. And he 
has tabled the report. The Bermuda Tourism Authority 
Report has been tabled this morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Ah, yes, yes, yes. 
 We now move to oral answers to parliamen-
tary questions from the Honourable W. L. Scott, who 
has the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA–UK AIR ROUTE 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House as to why there 
is only one airline providing direct service between 
Bermuda and the UK? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Just one second, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. Take your time. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, British Air-
ways remains the only carrier servicing the Bermu-
da/UK route because there have been few viable UK-
based options to pursue since Zoom Airlines provided 
competing service on the route several years ago. 
Bermuda witnessed an incremental increase in air 
arrivals out of the UK when Zoom was operating. Dur-
ing that time, there was no decrease in British Airways 
[BA] traffic, suggesting that the low-cost carrier suc-
cessfully expanded the market without cannibalising 
BA’s share of the market demand. 
 Regrettably, due to the fuel prices that 
plagued the airline industry at that time, Zoom, like 
many other budget carriers, succumbed to the pres-
sures of escalating fuel costs and ultimately went out 
of business. It remains this Government’s intention to 
pursue a suitable airline partner that will duplicate the 
success we saw when there were two competing car-
riers realising strong passenger loads. 
 Wherever there are two airlines competing on 
the same route, it is imperative that traffic is sufficient 
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to sustain both in order that the market can realise the 
full benefits of competition. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency number 26, the Leader of the 
Opposition, for a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I would like for 
the Honourable and Learned Minister of Tourism to 
inform the House whether or not— 
 
The Speaker: Question, the question. It has to be a 
question. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is a question. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Whether or not he has identi-
fied any other airlines that will fit that same or similar 
business model to Zoom in terms of the UK–Bermuda 
route. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Another supplementary, yes? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I would have thought to save 
a supplementary, that the Minister would let us know 
who that airline is. Can you identify it for us? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I consider it 
inappropriate at this stage, as the Government is en-
gaged in conversations with this particular entity. I am 
actually going to be meeting with them next month, 
along with other airline executives. And so, it is totally 
premature, Honourable Member, for me to disclose 
the names at this time while we are still having con-
versations. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Would the Minister care to inform us, since 
you mentioned other airline executives, it suggests 
that he is going to be speaking to multiple airlines. It is 
not a big secret, Mr. Speaker. So would the Minister 

inform us which airlines would you be seeking to have 
conversations with? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, if I can just 
clarify. The first answer to his first question was, Have 
you identified a particular airline carrier? There is an 
airline carrier where we really feel there is potential. 
But I am not prepared, Mr. Speaker, at this stage. I 
will come back to this Honourable House and give the 
Honourable House a full update on the considerations 
and the outcome of those meetings. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from 29. Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, are you aware 
that Virgin Airlines and easyJet are interested in flying 
that route to Bermuda? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I am aware 
of one of the airlines that he just mentioned. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 MP Scott. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA–EUROPE AIR ROUTE  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Will the Honourable Minister 
please provide this Honourable House as to how 
many airlines have expressed an interest in servicing 
a Bermuda–Europe route since 2012? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, since 2012, 
there has been no airline carrier that has expressed a 
viable interest in providing a service between Bermu-
da and Europe. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member 
just said that there has been no airline that expressed 
a viable interest since 2012, but just a few minutes 
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ago said that he could not give us the name of airlines 
that he was in talks with to fly to Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: So your question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Which one is the real an-
swer? 
 
An Hon. Member: That is a different question. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, Mr. Speaker, I un-
derstand that the UK is part of Europe. But the Hon-
ourable Member, he asked two different questions. So 
I expected that he was separating the two. 
 So, in relation to the first question, as he said 
between Bermuda and the UK, I specifically dealt with 
the airlines that primarily come out of the UK. I as-
sumed, since he separated the questions (unless he 
was trying to do a trick question, that now he is talking 
about Europe outside of the UK). But my answer to 
the first question still applies. So, we were looking at, 
from directly the United Kingdom here. But outside, it 
is Europe, as we know Europe to be, there has not 
been a viable interest expressed. I believe the last 
time it was back in 2007/08 when there was some 
type of discussion to come from Italy and Germany to 
Bermuda, which did not pan out. But in terms of Eu-
rope, no. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 MP? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Supplementary, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, your second one. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Can the Minister outline 
what he and his team would categorise as a viable 
interest? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: A serious interest. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 26. A supplemen-
tary? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Is the Minister then stating 
that the prospective airline in the UK actually has an 
expressed or viable interest, but we, or yourself or 
your Ministry, have not, and the Ministry is actually 
leading this mission to encourage interest into serving 
the local market? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, Mr. Speaker. The 
answer to the original question stands. There have 
been expressions from this airline in their interest, 
which we believe is viable, that can create the bene-
fits, mutual benefits. So the actual overture came from 
the airline. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Yes, MP Scott. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: This will be my third ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Your third question, yes. 
 
QUESTION 3: BERMUDA AIR SERVICE APPROV-

AL PROCESS 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Will the Honourable Minister 
please inform this Honourable House as to the pro-
cess which an air carrier interested in servicing the 
Bermuda market would have to undertake in order to 
be granted approval to service the Bermuda market? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, in common 
with most countries, the United Kingdom and Bermu-
da ensure that commercial flights operate in accord-
ance with the appropriate international regulations and 
are suitable and safe.  

The Air Navigation (Overseas Territory) Order 
of 2013 requires an air carrier from a state other than 
the United Kingdom or any of the territories to have 
the permission of the Secretary of State for Commer-
cial Operations to and from Bermuda. Permissions are 
available to air carriers, provided that they meet inter-
national safety standards. 
 The Bermuda Civil Aviation (Air Transport 
Licensing) Act Regulations 2007 outlines the require-
ments that must be met by air carriers from the United 
Kingdom or any of the territories in order for them to 
operate to and from Bermuda. These are carriers who 
are required to make application to the Director of Civ-
il Aviation for issue of an air transport licence. The 
application will subsequently be reviewed by the Air 
Transport Licensing Panel, who could grant, refuse, 
revoke, suspend or vary any air transport licence in 
accordance with the Act. 
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The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 29, MP De Silva, 
with a question. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, what role does 
Government House play in this decision? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, Govern-
ment House is ultimately responsible. They have 
oversight. So, the requirement is that the airline must 
meet the regulatory requirements and approvals, yes. 
So, we have these regulations in place. And as long 
as the regulator in Bermuda is satisfied that the air 
carrier is meeting those standards and approvals, 
then they will get permission. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Member 
from constituency number 26, the Leader of the Op-
position. You have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Just for clarity, the Honoura-
ble and Learned Member mentioned the Air Transport 
Regulations and that our CAA will have to provide li-
censing to an airline who is interested in operating to 
Bermuda. Just for clarity, it is not actually licensing, 
Mr. Minister, or would it be approvals? Because the 
airline rarely ever gets licensed in two jurisdictions. 
Then you have issues with bilateral air service agree-
ments. It is just approvals, route approvals. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
defer to the Honourable Opposition [Leader’s] 
knowledge in this area. The information that I was 
provided is that these air carriers are required to make 
application to the Director of Civil Aviation for issue of 
an air transport licence. Whether that is just a perfunc-
tory exercise, I do not know. But I can look into it and 
further clarify. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Thank you, Honourable Members. 

 We now move to questions for the Honoura-
ble Minister of Public Works, from the Member from 
constituency number 3.  

MP Lovitta Foggo, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: DOCKYARD PROJECT 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, would you please inform this Hon-
ourable House as to who was the person/construction 
manager responsible for compiling the bids submitted 
for the South Basin land reclamation piles/cap/place 
fill project in Dockyard; and the bids for the supply and 
delivery of the fill? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I also just want to say I hope you have gotten 
the answers, written answers, to the other two ques-
tions? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: The written answers have been . . .  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I just want to confirm that 
they have been submitted to her. All right. Well, the 
Clerk does have them, so they are here. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In answer to the 
question that is being asked . . .  
 
The Speaker: They were here. They have been in the 
office. Yes, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Just to move on. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, thanks. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Move on with the ques-
tion? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just to set the precedence on how this works, 
the general manager of West End Development is 
responsible for all of the bids concerning the South 
Basin land reclamation, so all tenders that were sent 
out to be bid on were sent out by the general manager 
of WEDCO. And when they were received, they were 
received back through to WEDCO, the general man-
ager. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Members. 
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 Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, are you aware 
that the scope of works has been changed since 
these bids were submitted? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: I do know, but I do not 
know how it was resolved. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP De Silva again. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Will this job be coming 
back out to tender, Minister, based on the changes 
that I understand are quite significant? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: As of right now, no, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Right. The rest are answered in writing, 
Honourable Member, yes. 
 

2. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the three com-
panies which bid on the South Basin Land 
Reclamation Piles/Cap/Place Fill project in 
Dockyard; and what were their bid prices? 

 
3. Will the Honourable Minister please inform 
this Honourable House as to the three com-
panies that bid on the Supply and Delivery of 
Fill for the South Basin project in Dockyard in 
preparation for the America’s Cup; and what 
were their bid prices? 

 
The Speaker: We now move to the Ministerial State-
ments this morning. I have a question from the Leader 
of the Opposition with reference to the first Statement 
on the Hospitals Board. So I recognise the Honoura-

ble Member from constituency number 26, the Leader 
of the Opposition. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 
(MEDICAL AND DENTAL CHARGES) ORDER 2015 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 And this is in reference to the Bermuda Hospi-
tals Board (Medical and Dental Charges) Order 2015, 
Minister. Minister, on page 1 you read out the relevant 
section of the Bermuda Hospitals Board Act 1970, 
which states [at section 13A(1)] that “The Minister 
shall determine a scale of fees which shall be charged 
by medical and dental practitioners for the treatment 
of patients in hospitals and for any course of treatment 
partly in and partly outside the hospitals.”  

But on the second page, Madam Minister, 
second paragraph, you said, “I would like to stress 
that for physicians, the Order has not been changed 
for at least two years. By not marginally adjusting the 
Order year on year to combat rising inflation and costs 
of medical supplies, the value of the dollars in revenue 
received by physicians to support the services they 
deliver has decreased.” 
 My question: Would the Minister agree that 
the legislation which says that the Minister has to set 
fees actually could be the cause for increased health 
care inflation and the cost of medical supplies—the 
Minister actually intervening and setting the fees in-
stead of the market setting the fees? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I do not agree with the 
statement.  

The Minister has to determine the fee scale in 
order to make sure that there is a degree of consulta-
tion and to make sure that we do not have . . . Some-
times there is not an opportunity for supply and de-
mand to be turning around and coming up with that 
type of balancing. And that is why the Minister has the 
consultation, to determine that it is appropriate to have 
some sort of increase. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Supplementary, Honourable 
Member? 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The issue, Mr. Speaker, is to 
combat rising inflation and cost of medical supplies. 
Now, that is what we are seeking to combat.  
 The question was, Is the Minister’s interven-
tion in setting fees actually increasing the cost of med-
ical supplies and inflation, not her specifically, but 
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even since 1970 when this legislation was put in 
place? Is that process of ministerial intervention of 
setting fees for physicians and doctors probably the 
cause of a rise in health care inflation and cost of 
medical supplies? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I cannot see that there is 
a cause and effect. Because obviously, when you are 
looking at the fees you are trying to determine what 
has caused the fees to be at that level, whether they 
are appropriate and whether things should change. 
And so, at any point in time, a review would be looking 
at what is appropriate. And sometimes fees should 
actually go down if one starts to look at it. But I cannot 
actually draw the conclusion that the Honourable 
Member is asking me to. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Second supplementary? Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question? All right. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 
(MEDICAL AND DENTAL CHARGES) ORDER 2015 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Second question: Further on 
in the same paragraph, Mr. Speaker, the Minister 
states that “These decreases are in addition to a phy-
sician sector that has declined by 15 per cent in 2013. 
A request for the rate increase is linked to service 
quality and access to care for patients.”  
 Will the Minister care to explain what these 
links are in terms of the request to service quality and 
access to care for patients? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: I think it is important for us 
to appreciate what type of services we are talking 
about. These are the services where doctors actually 
go into the hospital and care for their patients in the 
hospital. There has been a real . . . Over the last cou-
ple of years, unfortunately, there has been a bit of a 
disconnect, so that the number of physicians going 
into the hospital and the services and the charges that 
they have rendered has gone down because of this 
disconnect. And that is linked to the service quality, 
because if they are not there interacting with their pa-
tients in the hospital and being complementary to the 
services, then there is a disconnect. 
 So, there is a belief that we want to see the 
hospital and the medical community start to re-
establish their relationships and also to make it such 
that they do want to go in and see their patients, be-

cause they actually are compensated for their actual 
visits. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. All right. Thank you very 
much. 
 No questions on the other two Statements. So 
that concludes our Question Period. 
 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: We now move to congratulatory and/or 
obituary speeches. 
 And the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Community, Culture and Sports, Minister 
Gordon-Pamplin. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. Good morning, col-
leagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this morning to ask that the entire House join me in 
offering congratulations to Jessica Lewis on attaining 
her Gold Medal in the Parapan Am Games in Toronto. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Anybody who 
knows Jessica, Mr. Speaker, or has had the privilege 
of listening to her training regimen, would know that 
this is a young woman who has put a lot into training. 
She has put an awful lot into the work that she has 
done. And she has now, very obviously, reaped the 
rewards—not just a normal reaping of reward, Mr. 
Speaker, but in fine style, wherein she smashed the 
existing 100-metre record. So, Mr. Speaker, we are 
tremendously proud in this Honourable House. And I 
believe that it is important that that sentiment be con-
veyed to Jessica Lewis, who actually is on her way. 
She should be arriving on the Island within the hour. 
And unfortunately, I did not have the opportunity to go 
down to meet her. 
 Mr. Speaker, secondly, I would ask that this 
Honourable House join me . . . I do not know, maybe 
half of us . . . this might be one time when we might 
have to be partisan a little bit, but join me in congratu-
lating the Somerset Cricket Club for their Cup Match 
success— 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —with their re-
sounding victory over St. George’s.  

Mr. Speaker, you know, I always say the re-
sult does not count because I was not here to direct. 
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Also, I would ask that this House join me in 
sending congratulations to Kyle Hodsoll of St. 
George’s, as he received the outstanding Sportsman-
ship Award in recognition by the Friendly Societies 
Association. I would imagine that, I think that the en-
tire House would probably want to be associated with 
those congratulatory remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, on a sad note, I would ask that 
this Honourable House send condolences to the fami-
ly of former police officer Lawrence Rawlins of Port-
land Square in Somerset. Lawrence was husband to 
Roz and father to Lisa and Lauren. And I believe that 
the turnout at his home-going is probably indicative of 
the impact that he had on the community. I am hear-
ing Members . . . I think that this is appropriate. This is 
a 25-year veteran of the police service. I think it is ap-
propriate that the entire House be associated with 
these remarks, Mr. Speaker. 

And finally, I would ask that this Honourable 
House send condolences to the family of Edith Baxter 
Thompson, who was mom to Leroy and Angelique. 
She was also from Somerset, Mr. Speaker, but a very 
dear friend. I was really quite surprised to have read 
her notice of funeral in the newspaper. So I ask that 
this House send condolences to that family. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency number 15, MP Walter 
Roban. MP Roban, you have the floor. 

Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would just like to rise to ask that the House 

send a condolence message to the family of Mr. C. 
Ross Smith, of St. George’s, who passed away sud-
denly about a week-and-a-half ago. Mr. Ross Smith 
was an active member of the St. George’s community, 
a businessman, served on the Corporation, active 
PLP member and a first cousin to the former Premier 
Jennifer Smith. I will associate Ms. Lovitta Foggo, who 
was probably a long-time family friend of his. Well, 
everybody on this side of the House, I am sure. He 
was a stalwart of the party, active from the early 
1970s, late 1960s, and was just a very good solid man 
in the St. George’s community. And I ask that we send 
some condolences to his family on his passing. Thank 
you. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-

ister of Public Works. Minister Craig Cannonier, you 
have the floor. 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to extend condolences to the Dal-

ton Stovell family of St. George’s, better known as 
“Cuba Kid,” who died in his early 80s last week, a 
week-and-a-half ago. This gentleman, was known as 

“Cuba Kid.” And I did not realise this—once I got into 
reading the obituary and the like—that they refer-
enced people as “Cuba Kid” because many Bermudi-
ans were getting on ships and they were travelling 
back and forth in commerce throughout Cuba. And I 
did not realise Bermuda was so involved with Cuba 
even way back then. But he gained that nickname 
because of that. 

Also, he was well known, he was a lifetime 
member of PLP, constituency number 2 (Nandi 
Outerbridge’s constituency). And I know she probably 
had some interesting discussions with him. He was a 
top fellow. But he served in the Korean War as well, 
for Bermuda. And his lifetime should be commended 
for the fact that he was willing to leave Bermuda. He 
said he left Bermuda to serve in the Korean War be-
cause he would not fight . . . he was not going to be a 
part of Bermuda’s regime, because he felt Bermuda 
was too divided back then. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, yes, very much so. 
So, again, we want to give condolences to the 

family. I will declare an interest. My granddaughter is 
also his great-granddaughter. They share the same 
birth date. But it was good to see Mr. Stovell’s cere-
mony celebrating his life and his dedication to his fam-
ily. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable 

Member from constituency number 29, MP Zane De 
Silva. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like this Honourable 

House to send condolences to the family of Patricia 
Tucker Atkins, known as the cleanest lady in South-
ampton, as you probably know, Mr. Speaker, because 
she is the sister of Mr. John “JT” Tucker. And the Op-
position Leader, Marc Bean, would like to be associ-
ated. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is right. 
And the Speaker would certainly know John 

Tucker through his Cup Match . . . And of course, his 
son is now Mr. Cup Match. Yes, Mr. Speaker. So the 
roots, the roots, yes, it is all about the roots in South-
ampton, Mr. Speaker. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, she also 
worked for The Reefs for 26 years. And I must say Mr. 
David Dodwell was there, and he said a few words at 
the funeral, and it was quite enlightening indeed. I am 
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sure the family appreciated the words that he ex-
pressed on Saturday. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the condolences to the family of Mincy 
Rawlins, whom I am sure you knew, Mr. Speaker, 
long-time resident, probably a life up in Somerset. And 
we used to call him, Mr. Speaker, “Mr. Satellite,” be-
cause as you probably know, if you had a satellite and 
you had any problems, Mincy could fix it. So he will 
surely be missed, Mr. Speaker. 
 And whilst I am on my feet, Mr. Speaker, I 
would also like to be associated with the congratula-
tions to Kyle Hodsoll, who received several awards. 
Of course, the Bermuda Friendly Societies Associa-
tion and Dr. Michael Bradshaw, whom you know as 
historian, probably going to go down as one of our 
greatest historians . . . And certainly, the man has the 
effervescence and the energy to keep the history of 
the Friendly Societies going. And I think his choice of 
the speaker for that afternoon was good, too, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It was good, was it? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And for those who were 
not there, you know, the Speaker of the House was 
the guest speaker at the presentation.  

You know, one thing is, when you live it, you 
do not have to give any prepared speech. And it was 
interesting, Mr. Speaker, to hear your stories as you 
told everyone in the audience about your experiences 
of Cup Match and what it means. So we appreciate it. 
I am sure everybody in the audience appreciated that. 
And again, thanks to the Bermuda Friendly Societies 
Association and, indeed, Dr. Michael Bradshaw, for 
hosting that event. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister of Finance. Minister Bob Richards, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to pass 
on condolences to the family of the late Mrs. June 
Dupree . She was the aunt of the Honourable Member 
Rolfe Commissiong. She is a lady whom I knew for 
many, many years, a very beautiful lady, and a long-
serving civil servant of Bermuda. She eventually rose 
to the position of Tax Commissioner. And we would 
like to send our condolences to the Dupree family and 
the Commissiong family. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Sandys, constituency number 33, MP 
Jamahl Simmons. 

 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, good morning. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: And good morning, col-
leagues, and good morning to the listening audience. 
 I rise today to give condolences to [the family 
of] not just a constituent, but a family member, Mr. 
Kenneth “Chickdy” Philpott. Mr. Philpott was an icon in 
the constituency—the Honourable Leader and my 
honourable colleague, Mr. De Silva, would like to be 
associated—a staunch supporter of the PLP.  

I will share a funny story with the audience. 
We were canvassing during the by-election recently. 
And he had no problem expressing whom he support-
ed. And I had the pleasure of going to his house after 
the delegation from the other side, and he took great 
pride in expressing to me how he took some forks and 
some knives and put them into them. But he shall be 
missed. He shall be missed. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to raise con-
gratulations to Kieshe Simmons, who recently com-
pleted her Red Seal certification and is now a second 
chef at Fairmont Southampton. It is wonderful to see 
Bermudians being given the opportunity to be trained 
and advance in the hospitality industry. That is what 
makes our industry separate from the pack. And it is 
good to see a Bermudian doing well. We commend 
her and encourage her, and hope that she continues 
to strive and reach great heights in that field. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, it may 
have been mentioned in a previous sitting, but I would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate Ms. Trina 
Cariah  the new Headmistress/Principal of West End 
Primary. The Honourable Member, the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition would like to be associated 
with that, as well. She comes to the school with a rich 
history, a strong community support and strong com-
munity background. And we know that she will do very 
well in her new role. With Ms. Sandra Smith retiring, 
this is a suitable replacement. Ms. Smith was an icon 
in the community and did a phenomenal job, and we 
have to congratulate her for her years of service there. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, an unsung hero, some-
one who sits in this Chamber many times when we 
are here, a person who will be missed is Ms. Grejai 
Smith, the Assistant Clerk to Legislature [sic]. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: We did not have an oppor-
tunity, and I actually did not think we would have a 
chance, to pay tribute to her for the time that she has 
spent listening to our speeches, assisting with the dif-
ferent tasks that she does with the Clerk, and basical-
ly making our lives a little bit easier up in this Honour-
able Chamber.  
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Mr. Speaker, we thank Grejai for her service 
and wish her well as she goes forward into her new 
life elsewhere. Take care, Mr. Speaker, and have a 
great day. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from Warwick, MP Jeff Sousa. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning to colleagues and 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to ask this 
Honourable House to send condolences to Pastor 
Hubert Eugene Dean of Burnt House Hill, Warwick. 
 
The Speaker: To his family, to his family. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Right, to his family. Yes. Thank you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: And his family is Pastor Deborah 
Dean and sons Hubert Jr. and Jevon. Coming up, my 
son certainly played with Jevon, and we knew the 
family well. He was a quiet man. Many would know 
him as being a former Assistant Commissioner of 
Prisons. But I must say, and you know this, as you 
attended his funeral on Friday afternoon, along with 
the Premier, this truly was a testimony of the man, 
who was an awesome father, husband and, as we 
have already said, a pastor of the packed church on 
North Shore. 
 I also would like to congratulate the Bermuda 
Body Building and Fitness Federation on their 28th 
Annual Night of Champions this past Saturday even-
ing, up at Ruth Seaton James Auditorium. This year 
was their largest field of competitors. And it was awe-
some to see that the sport is growing, because any-
thing that contributes to healthy living should be sup-
ported. I do know that the Honourable Member Wayne 
Furbert attended, of course, to support his lovely 
daughter, Jasmine. Many of my friends, likewise, at-
tended and supported. And I would like to single out 
Anthony Francis, who ran in the last election. And he 
was onstage. Everybody onstage was a champion. 
And also, I would like to congratulate Candy Lee 
Foggo, the President. She and her team did an awe-
some job. 
 I do want to be associated with the congratu-
lations to Somerset. That was an awesome victory, 
our first outright victory at Wellington Noble in 34 
years. And of course, there are many victories to 
come in the years to come. 
 And I certainly, in closing, would like to be 
associated with the congratulations to Jessica Lewis 
on her Gold Medal victory. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 2. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Three. 
 
The Speaker: Three, three. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. I do not know, Mr. 
Speaker; you are getting forgetful. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on while you are ahead, Honour-
able Member. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I would like to be associated 
with the condolences for Mr. Ross Smith. Ross was a 
well-known figure in St. George’s and, as was pointed 
out, did have deep roots in the political arena in terms 
of his involvement with the Progressive Labour Party. 
Ross was also, I guess one could call him a history 
buff. He spent his last years being involved with the 
Department of Tourism. And you would often see him 
in the St. George’s area giving tours to tourists or 
speaking with tourists regarding the history of many of 
the buildings and the like down there in the St. 
George’s area.  

He also was part of the team that would go up 
to Dockyard and give tours up there, as well. And he 
will be sadly missed by his daughter, her husband, 
grandchildren and his . . . Yes, I would like to associ-
ate both Minister Gordon-Pamplin and Minister 
Atherden with the condolences for the Ross Smith 
family. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associat-
ed with the remarks regarding “Cuba Kid,” Mr. Stovell. 
A very colourful figure, Mr. Stovell was a former war 
vet. He participated, I think in the Korean War. And I 
guess he was a very frank person who told you how 
he felt. And he was definitely very much connected 
with the Progressive Labour Party, an ardent support-
er. You did not have to guess where you stood with 
“Cuba Kid,” either from a personal point of view or 
from a political point of view, because he made his 
feelings very public. And I would like his family to be 
recognised during their time of bereavement. 
 Mr. Guilden Gilbert, Mr. Speaker—I recently 
learned that he passed away yesterday. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Some Hon. Members: No! 
 
The Speaker: No, no, no. It is not . . . His father, his 
father. 
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Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: His father. Guilden Gilbert Sr. 
You would often hear (in his later years) Mr. Gilbert on 
the radio, I guess, participating in whatever political 
goings-on that were taking place. You would often 
hear him giving his review. I would like to associate 
the Honourable MP Walton Brown—the whole House. 
(Sorry, sorry, sorry.) I would like to associate the 
whole House. Mr. Guilden Gilbert was definitely a re-
markable man, and I know others will have something 
to say about him. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
and Learned Member from constituency number 31, 
and the Minister for Tourism Development and 
Transport. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to send a 
letter of condolences to the family of Ms. Rene Eve, 
who was a bus operator and who passed away on 
August 13th while getting treatment overseas. Mr. 
Speaker, I did not know Ms. Eve. But the staff and 
management held a prayer vigil on the same day of 
her passing, and I was told that she was someone 
who was beloved within that department. 
 On a more upbeat note, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like congratulations to be sent to another member of 
my Ministry, and particularly TCD [Transport Control 
Department], Ms. Sandra Beach. I know that the Op-
position put out something publicly, so we would like 
to associate the entire House. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It happened in the inter-
im. 
 
The Speaker: You did it already? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You just did it? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, I got it here first. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Just associate yourself. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. The Honourable 
Member did it first. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So I would like to associ-
ate myself and the whole House. And I thought it hap-
pened during the break, because I remember seeing 
the news report. But she is the first female Comman-
dant of Police Reserves, and I certainly want to say 
Well done to her publicly. 

 Mr. Speaker, I would also like congratulations 
to be sent to Mr. Jesse Washington. Mr. Jesse Wash-
ington made history after becoming the first Bermuda 
swimmer to win a gold medal at the Canadian Age 
Group Championships in Quebec. He won the boys’ 
16-and-under 200-metres freestyle in a time of 1 mi-
nute 55.41 seconds, setting a personal best and Ber-
muda age group record. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
associate the whole House on this. This is a tremen-
dous achievement of one of our own. I quite regularly 
attend swim meets, as my daughter is very active in 
swimming. And this gentleman, he beats the field by a 
mile every time. He is so dedicated to it. 
 My concern is that, as we quite often see with 
swimmers, they do extremely well and then get to a 
certain plateau. I would really like to see this young 
man . . . And, you know, his parents are of average 
means, Mr. Speaker. It is not like he is coming from a 
situation where there is a lot of money behind him. So 
they are making a lot of sacrifices. I know his father 
quite well. They get up. He trains like five days a 
week, sometimes early in the morning. It could be 
cold. It could be raining. They go up to the Saltus pool 
and train. It is a huge commitment. And it would be 
great if the community, the business community in 
particular, could rally around someone like this young 
man, who can go overseas and win a gold medal, be-
cause he has a bright future if he has the right sup-
port. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Leader of 
the Opposition. MP Marc Bean, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I would like for the House to send condolenc-
es out to the family of Ms. Kimberley Zuill. Ms. Zuill 
comes from the Woodlawn Road. Ministers Gordon-
Pamplin and Atherden would like to be associated. 
After an illness, Mr. Speaker, she succumbed. And 
those who knew Kim, they would describe her as one 
of the most beautiful women to grace these shores—
naturally, absolutely beautiful. Some would say that 
she was an OG [Original Gangster], too. She was a 
boss, Mr. Speaker. She leaves behind two daughters 
and two sons. And I would just like condolences to be 
sent to her family. I hope that they find some peace. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister for 
Economic Development. Dr. Gibbons, you have the 
floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences to the family of Guilden Gilbert, 
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Sr. Some Honourable Members will know that he was 
a very interesting man. He was one of the last Dock-
yard apprentices to serve before the Royal Naval 
Dockyard formally closed. And he, and I guess a 
group of about a half-a-dozen other Bermudians, ac-
tually finished their training in the UK, because they 
were about halfway through, I think, when the formal 
closure took place, which I believe was in the 1950s. 
 Interestingly enough, he met an English lady 
(probably girl at that time) over there, Sylvia Gilbert, 
who became his longstanding wife. And she worked 
for our family business for many, many years on the 
financial services side. I think it was one of those . . . 
As I said, an interesting man and part of a historical 
procedure which took place in the 1950s with the clo-
sure of the Dockyard. So it was very interesting. But 
certainly, in his own way, he was a very strong and 
outspoken gentleman, but a wonderful individual as 
well. And I would like to ask to be associated with the 
condolences to Guilden Gilbert, Sr. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Dr. Gibbons. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 16. MP Michael 
Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
start off by associating myself with the remarks by the 
Minister of Community and Sport for Jessica Lewis. I 
know when she first left Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, she 
had promised that she would go out and do us proud 
and get a couple of gold medals. So what she has 
done is a great accomplishment, and I take my hat off 
to her. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to associate 
myself with the remarks concerning Kyle Hodsoll. Mr. 
Speaker, Kyle Hodsoll (as it has already been said) 
received numerous awards from the Friendly Socie-
ties. And we all were graced by your presence, and 
you were the main speaker, and you were very colour-
ful. So we enjoyed that and the way that you inspired 
and advised young Mr. Hodsoll. I, too, Mr. Speaker, 
was impressed by him, because the Friendly Socie-
ties, as they are and what they stand for when it 
comes to emancipation . . . it is always nice to see a 
young man of colour, especially a young black man, 
who is not in the news for something negative. 
 I would like to implore the media, at times 
when we get these kind of young men, that they find 
their way onto the front page of the Royal Gazette. 
Because not only was Kyle Hodsoll receiving, among 
other things, the Sportsmanship award, I would like to 
congratulate him for being a good citizen. Because we 
never know who is running around Cup Match looking 

to be the next great Cup Match player. It is always a 
pleasure to have someone, especially a young black 
man, who can stand up and show our youngsters 
what they can achieve from hard work. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to congratulate 
Derrick Brangman for his Safe Hands Award during 
Cup Match.  

Also, I would like to be associated with the 
remarks for great Grejai Smith. She has been a big 
help to me personally. A lot of times coming up here, 
running around with my head cut off, and she has al-
ways been able to get things together for me. So, I 
take my hat off to her, and I wish her well in her future 
endeavours. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have saved some remarks that 
I would like this Honourable House to send some 
congratulatory remarks to the Western Star Sports 
Club. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Western Star Sports Club, Mr. 
Speaker. They are the epitome of the term youth ex-
plosion.  

Here we go, Mr. Speaker. The Western Stars 
have gotten back into the Premier Division, right? Un-
defeated this season. And with two games to spare, 
they have been crowned First Division Champions. So 
I have to tell everybody: Be on notice that the youth 
explosion is back. And I have to declare my interest. I 
am a part of the executive of Western Star Sports 
Club. I would like to associate MP Bascome and the 
Minister of Sports, actually the whole House, yes, the 
whole House. We would like to play Somerset Bridge 
every year; we would never lose. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: But, Mr. Speaker, before I 
take my seat, I really want to have this Honourable 
House (real quick, Mr. Speaker) send some congratu-
lations to Delray Rawlins. He has been selected to 
play in the English Under-17 Regional Team over in 
England. He is our current under-18 cricket captain, 
and he is a good talent. And we expect much more 
from this young man. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 5. MP Derrick 
Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like for this Honourable 
House to send condolences to the family of Leroy 
“Skeets” Lawrence, a very colourful gentleman origi-
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nally from Flatts, one of Bermuda’s top mechanics in 
the construction industry. Mr. Speaker, I know he will 
be sorely missed by his wife, Jean, and his daughter 
Amani. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send condo-
lences to the family of the late, Barbara Cox Tucker, 
the wife of Clarence Hop Tucker. Though she was 
stricken for the last, I believe, 13–14 years with sick-
ness, she was always very jovial when you met her. 
So, she will certainly be sorely missed by her family. 
 And also, send condolences to the family of 
Philip Warner. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the remarks concerning Ross Smith, “Cuba 
Kid” Stovell and Guilden Gilbert. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 21. That is MP 
Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, firstly, I would just like to thank 
the Finance Minister for his condolences as ex-
pressed to the family of my aunt, June Dupree, and 
also for his kind comments in that regard. As stated, 
my aunt was a long-term civil servant, and the culmi-
nation of her career was ascending to the role of Tax 
Commissioner of Bermuda. 
 I also would like to associate with the expres-
sions of condolences conveyed with respect to Mr. 
Hubert Dean. Mr. Dean was a member, a long-serving 
member of the Department of Corrections. This is a 
man who, for him it was more than just a job. Mr. 
Dean, to his credit, always viewed that his role was 
not only to incarcerate, but also to ensure that those 
under his care did their term safely and that they be 
given another chance once released back into society. 
Mr. Hubert Dean exemplified the best of Bermuda. 
 Finally, also, Mr. “Cuba Kid” Stovell, iconic 
Bermudian. I think I have said before Bermuda has 
always produced, more so in previous generations, 
these iconic characters. Mr. Stovell was that, along 
with Mr. Ross Smith, both of them fervent movement 
people in terms of coming from that generation who 
helped create the new Bermuda that we all benefit 
from today in terms of the labour and political move-
ments, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Stovell, in particular, and Mr. 
Smith were always very supportive of me in the politi-
cal realm. 
 Finally, on the congratulatory side of the ledg-
er, Mr. Speaker, if I may, I would like to congratulate 
my club, the Pembroke Hamilton Club [PHC]. In 2006, 
under the leadership of Mr. Butch Furbert, the head of 
the BIU [Bermuda Industrial Union], and his executive 
team, you had the inception of what is called the PHC 
Foundation. Of course, prior to that, the club had al-

ways invested in its members, not only on the football 
and cricket fields, but in terms of their education as 
well. The foundation this year, now under the leader-
ship of Mr. Ed Ball [sic] and the current generation of 
club executives, the foundation offered a number of 
scholarships. This came about and it was announced 
about six–seven— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am sorry; Mr. Johnny Ball, 
the President of the PHC club.  

The foundation this year, supported by XL 
Catlin, which hosted there, awarded a number of 
scholarships to the tune of $40,000. If I just may, Mr. 
Speaker, very quickly, by way of Bernews, these 
scholarships— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: These scholarships went to 
Mikai Simmons, Shaquille Trott, Wendell Tre Ming, 
Jaeda Smith, Jenico Sealey, Isaiah Taylor, De-Aun 
Lodge, Marco Warren and Arrieck Douglas. And con-
gratulations to them. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Honourable 
Member. Thank you. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Thank you very much. Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 8. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to associate 
myself with the comments made in regard to Guilden 
Gilbert, Leroy Lawrence, Jessica Lewis and Hubert 
Dean. 
 In particular, I would like to also associate 
myself with the comments made in regard to Grejai 
Smith. I am sure I could speak on behalf of both 
Whips to say that she was invaluable in supporting us 
and ensuring that we got the resources that we need-
ed to try to do an effective job. And in addition, she is 
the one who needs to be applauded for the meals that 
have been provided to this House since I have been 
here. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: So again, I would like to wish 
her all the best in her journey, going forward. She and 
her daughter will be doing great things. And just know 
that we in this House of Assembly support her in her 
future endeavours. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 



2924 17 August 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Just before the Honourable Member goes on, 
just to recognise in the House the former Minister and 
Member of Parliament, Arthur Hodgson just walked in. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: We recognise him, yes. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 18. E. D. Burt, you 
have the floor. 
 
[Congratulatory/Obituary Speeches, continued] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to associate 
myself with the remarks provided earlier by the Minis-
ter for Sport for the great accomplishment, of course, 
of Ms. Jessica Lewis.  

I would also like to be associated with the re-
marks that came from the Shadow Minister for Sport, 
specifically to Mr. Derrick Brangman. And also, Der-
rick Brangman, I think, who might have played for 
Cougars at one point in time of his life, may have 
learned his trade there. 
 And also, to Mr. Kyle Hodsoll. Kyle is a young 
father just like myself, and I know that he has dedicat-
ed himself very hard to working and making sure he 
performs. So I was very proud of him, even though he 
made his effort on behalf of a side that could not 
manage to keep seven wickets on two consecutive 
days before lunch. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: However, that much being said, 
Mr. Speaker, and that is a perfect segue, because I 
would actually like to offer congratulations to the St. 
George’s Cricket Club. And the reason why I would 
like to offer them congratulations is because, although 
they were hampered in their preparation efforts (not 
the cricket team; the club) for Cup Match, with all the 
rain that happened beforehand, they managed to get 
everything together. And I think they did an exemplary 
job of hosting Cup Matches here. They made a num-
ber of improvements. And I sincerely hope that the 
club which I support, Somerset Cricket Club, will be 
able to match the hospitality of the St. George’s 
Cricket Club this year. 
 And the final note is, Mr. Speaker, that I would 
like to also be associated with the remarks for Ms. 
Grejai Smith and wish her all the best as she makes 
her travels. It is a sad day in our country when our 
people feel that they must leave to experience oppor-
tunity or to make sure their children get the best. And 
we need to make sure that we strive in this country to 
make sure that we reverse the trend of Bermudians 
leaving this country and make sure they feel as 

though if they can accomplish their goals and make 
sure that their children can achieve in the place of 
their birth. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 1. MP Kenneth 
Bascome, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I would like to be 
associated with the comments to Mr. Derrick Brang-
man, Mr. Rawlins and Mr. Kyle Hodsoll. Kyle Hodsoll 
is from Wellington Hill, two houses away from mine, 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Brangman is my cousin. Mr. Rawlins 
is my cousin.  

And I would also like to be associated with the 
comments to Bermuda Body Building Association and 
Ms. Candy [Lee] Foggo, who happens to be my sister, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: I would like to be 
associated with the comments and the condolences to 
[the family of] Mr. Dean, whom I have had the oppor-
tunity to work with in the correctional institutions; Mr. 
“Cuba Kid” Stovell, who lived three houses away from 
me; and Mr. Gilbert, who was a personal friend of 
mine, Mr. Speaker. We used to talk quite frequently 
about politics and the decisions that I had made—
always talking, Mr. Speaker. And with that, Mr. 
Speaker, I will say thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Health and Seniors, Minister Atherden. 
You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, I am follow-
ing up where my colleague, MP Bascome, sat down. I 
would like to be associated with the remarks with the 
family of Guilden Gilbert. And the reason I just wanted 
to make a few comments is that the nice part about 
growing up at a time when people in Bermuda actually 
talked about things, Guilden and Sylvia would come 
down to my parents’ house and they would have lots 
of discussions about what was happening in Bermu-
da. And they, to me, epitomised what we need to have 
more of, discussions about everything that was hap-
pening, agree to disagree on certain things, but come 
back and understand where you agreed on other 
things. Because we are never going to be the same 
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on everything, but if we realise that we have a core 
responsibility—and Guilden was that type of individu-
al. 
 The other thing I would like to say, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am really pleased to say this, and it is 
hot off the press, and I know we will have a press re-
lease shortly, but we have discovered an active green 
turtle nest and their babies, and that was discovered 
down at Alexandra beach in St. George’s. I want to be 
able to say that, obviously, Drew Pettit and his group 
were working over the weekend to make sure that 
they are being properly cared for. And the person who 
discovered it will be recognised. But this is important 
because we have not had a turtle breeding here for a 
long time. And so, this is very significant. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 6, MP Wayne 
Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would definitely like to send 
condolences to the family of Guilden Gilbert. Guilden 
Gilbert was my first cousin. For years, growing up as a 
young boy, I used to call him Uncle Guilden, not real-
ising that he was not my uncle. It was not until very 
late in my life that I found out he was my first cousin. 
 Guilden Gilbert and I are very close, particu-
larly his son, Guilden Jr. So it was at 2:30 yesterday 
morning, he texted me a message, probably from the 
Bahamas, saying that his father had passed. And I 
must admit that I personally was angry at myself be-
cause I never had a chance to get down to the hospi-
tal to see Guilden while he was sick. So I send my 
condolences to the family, Sylvia, and of course, Guil-
den Jr. Guilden was a very hardworking man. Many 
times we have had debates when I was on the United 
Bermuda Party side, and he was, of course, of the 
Progressive Labour Party. Very strong advocate of 
what he believed in. For those who recall, he spoke 
many times on the radio, fighting and arguing his 
point. And of course, many times he was right. 
 He was a great advocate who supported the 
apprenticeship up there in Dockyard, as I think one 
Member has already said, that he was one of the last 
individuals up there. And he really knew what he was 
talking about when it came to apprenticeship. So 
again, I am very sad today, knowing that my cousin 
has passed. But God knows what is best for everyone 
of us. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Would any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 There are none. So that completes the con-
gratulatory and/or obituary speeches. 

 
MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 

 
The Speaker: There are no matters of privilege. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: No personal explanations. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are no notices of motions for the 
adjournment of the House. 
 

INTRODUCTON OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: No introduction of Bills. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
The Speaker: No notice of motion.  
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 6. 
 

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO CONDUCT SPE-
CIAL INVESTIGATION INTO SERIOUS ALLEGA-
TIONS OF EXTORTION AND BRIBERY AGAINST 

SITTING MINISTERS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, under the pro-
vision of Standing Order 52, and with the suspension 
of Standing Order 28(5)(b), I give notice of the follow-
ing motion: 
 Pursuant to sections of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act 1935, and that a Commission is warranted, 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor immediately is-
sue a Commission of Inquiry consisting of a minimum 
of three commissioners chosen from outside these 
isles, authorising them to conduct a special investiga-
tion for the public welfare into the serious allegations 
of extortion and bribery made against sitting Ministers 
of the Government, the Honourable L. Craig Can-
nonier, JP, MP; Senator the Honourable Michael 
Fahy, JP; and Member for Warwick North East, Mr. 
Mark J. Pettingill, JP, MP, as contained in the affidavit 
of developer, Mr. Michael MacLean, dated 2nd of July, 
2015, and filed in certain Supreme Court proceedings. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any objections? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes. 
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The Speaker: Yes. All right. That will be laid on the 
[Table]. That will be placed on the Order Paper. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The Speaker: We move now to Orders of the Day. I 
am told that Order number 1 is carried over. Order 
number 2 is carried over. And I believe we are going 
to do Order number 4.  

The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister of Finance, who would need to . . . We must get 
permission from the House first, Honourable Member. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I ask 
permission to change the order so that we may de-
bate this particular Bill, as it has to do with the Invest-
ment Business Amendment Act, now out of sequence. 

The Speaker: Right. 
Are there any objections to that? 
All right. Carry on, then, Honourable Member. 

BILL 

SECOND READING 

INVESTMENT BUSINESS AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, it gives me pleasure to present 

to the Honourable House of Assembly the Bill entitled 
the Investment Business Amendment Act 2015. This 
Bill highlights changes proposed to be made to the 
regulation of investment asset managers. Mr. Speak-
er, as Members are well aware, the global financial 
crisis of 2008 and the consequent heightened empha-
sis on effective, transparent financial regulation and 
mitigation of systemic risk gave rise to many changes 
to the regulation of financial services internationally. 

One such change was the adoption within the 
European Union on the 21st of July 2011 of Directive 
2001/61/EU on Alternative Investment Fund Manag-
ers. And I will refer to that as AIFM or the directive.  

The directive seeks to establish common re-
quirements governing the authorisation and supervi-
sion of fund managers that manage and/or market 
alternative investment funds (or AIFs) in the EU and 
introduces a passport concept. Although the primary 
focus of the directive is alternative investment fund 
managers, it also has implications for alternative in-
vestment funds (or AIFs). Although this is an EU initia-
tive, it has implications for Bermuda. 

Firstly, AIFs, as defined by the directive, cover 
Bermuda funds. Specifically, AIFs can be broadly de-
fined as collective investment undertakings for non-
retail investors and include, but are not limited to, 
hedge funds, private equity funds, venture capital 
funds and investment trusts. Given this definition, vir-

tually all of the collective investment undertakings es-
tablished and/or administered in Bermuda include 
those which are exempted funds pursuant to the In-
vestment Funds Act 2006. And those vehicles which 
do not fall within the definition of a fund contained in 
the Act would be considered AIFs. 

Secondly, Bermuda fund managers who seek 
to manage or market funds in the EU, along with all 
other AIFMs— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
read out section 13. 

The Speaker: Section 13 of what? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: My point of order, Mr. 
Speaker, is that section 13 of the Parliamentary Act 
says that “Disturbance of the Legislature an offence.” 
And, Mr. Speaker, it says, “Any person, whether or not 
a stranger . . . who wilfully and maliciously disturbs 
either House of the Legislature while in session or any 
legislative committee while sitting; or . . . who, while 
within in the precincts of either House of the Legisla-
ture, does any unlawful act or conducts himself [or 
herself] in a disorderly manner . . . likely to interrupt 
the proceedings of the House in question, or of any 
legislative committee; or . . . likely to impair the re-
spect due to the authority of the House or legislative 
committee, commits an offence against this Act.” 

Mr. Speaker, you might recall several months 
ago there was an incident of a member of the public 
making this gesture to me in this House. I reported it. I 
reported it to the police. Mr. Speaker, I would ask that 
that person be removed, because they are now back 
in this gallery. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member, I have made no 
such determination. And so, I would like for the Mem-
ber to please carry on. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, Mr. Speaker. I was not 
talking about you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: I know. Yes, I know, Honourable Mem-
ber. But I control the House. I know who is in the 
House. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, Mr. Speaker— 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, I hear you. I hear 
you very clearly. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But you are refusing that. 
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The Speaker: But there was no— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It was a threat. 
 
The Speaker: There was no indication that all of 
these— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, it was report-
ed to you that night. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That it happened. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. And that matter has 
passed. We cannot go back to matters. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no. I am just talking, 
that member of the public is in the gallery again today. 
 
The Speaker: Right. I know. Honourable Member, I 
appreciate your position. But my point is that the Min-
ister should carry on. Thank you very much for bring-
ing it to my attention. 
 Carry on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I forgot where I was, Mr. 
Speaker. But anyway, I will start with Secondly. You 
know, I will not start over. Really, that would be too 
much pain. 
 Secondly, Bermuda fund managers who seek 
to manage or market funds in the EU, along with all 
other AIFMs, having their registered office outside of 
the EU, collectively known as non-EU AIFMs, are im-
pacted. At present, there is no option for non-EU 
AIFMs to obtain a passport which will enable them to 
market their funds throughout the EU.  Until such an 
option exists, non-EU AIFMs must rely on the national 
private placement regime within each EU member 
state if they wish to manage and market alternative 
investment funds within the EU. 
 It is anticipated, however, that this option may 
only exist until 2018. Therefore, Bermuda must pre-
pare so that Bermuda-based managers will be able to 
take advantage of other options which may become 
available. Mr. Speaker, in this regard, the first step 
towards creation of a passport for non-EU alternative 
investment fund managers was taken on the 30th of 
July of this year, with the issuance of an opinion and 
advice on the matter by the European Securities and 
Markets Authority, otherwise known as ESMA. (We 
have lots of acronyms here, Mr. Speaker, and I apolo-
gise.) The advice— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Well, yes. I mean, it is 
difficult for the non-public to understand, much less 
the public. 
 The advice from ESMA supports the exten-
sion of the passport system to alternative investment 
fund managers in non-EU jurisdictions, provided that 
the relevant aspects of the regulatory regimes in the 
jurisdictions in question are, following an assessment 
by ESMA, determined to satisfy the requirements of 
the directive. This advice from ESMA is now subject to 
a non-objection by the EU Council of Ministers and 
Parliament. 
 In the above context, Bermuda, like other non-
EU domiciles for fund managers and funds, must de-
termine how it wishes to respond to the directive. 
Based on representations to the Government and the 
Bermuda Monetary Authority by those involved in the 
asset management and fund sector, the BMA [Ber-
muda Monetary Authority] issued a discussion paper 
in November 2014 to address considerations around 
development of a Bermuda alternative investment 
manager regime. 
 The response to the discussion paper and 
subsequent consultation with industry stakeholders 
have confirmed that if Bermuda wishes to maintain 
and enhance its competitive position in the asset 
management and funds industry globally, it must 
adopt an appropriate regime under which Bermuda 
alternative investment funds may conduct business in 
Europe on an efficient basis. Such an approach would 
also be consistent with Government’s stated objective 
of attracting additional asset management business to 
the Island. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government and the BMA 
have worked diligently to identify the changes to Ber-
muda law required to establish the necessary legal 
framework for such a Bermuda alternative investment 
management regime. In this regard, a key premise 
has been that the activity of the Bermuda alternative 
investment managers falls within the existing definition 
of investment business in the Investment Business 
Act 2003, albeit that persons performing such activi-
ties may avail themselves of exemptions to the re-
quirements to hold a licence. 
 Another key consideration has been that the 
more prescriptive and rigorous EU specific standards 
mandated by the directive should not be imposed on 
all managers of alternative funds in Bermuda, just on 
those who, as a part of their business, intend to per-
form management and/or marketing activities in Eu-
rope or other regions and/or countries adopting like 
requirements. 
 Based on the above, the Bill facilitates the 
creation of the proposed alternative investment man-
agement regime via amendments to the Investment 
Business Act. The Investment Business Act already 
permits exempted persons to apply for a licence, 
providing a basis for licensing managers of alternative 
funds in Bermuda who intend to perform management 
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and/or marketing activities in the EU, while permitting 
those managers who will not be conducting such 
business to continue to operate under existing IBA 
provisions. 
 Specifically, the Bill, via the addition of a new 
alternative investment fund managers chapter to the 
Investment Business Act, addresses certain founda-
tional aspects of the directive and provides a definition 
of the activity of alternative investment fund manage-
ment. The new chapter also makes provision for the 
issuance of alternative investment managers’ specific 
rules, which will address the majority of the specific 
requirements of the directive that a Bermuda regime 
will need to satisfy in order to be acceptable to the EU 
authorities. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda business must be af-
forded the opportunity to operate efficiently on a glob-
al basis. In the financial services realm, this routinely 
requires Bermuda to demonstrate that our regulatory 
and supervisory regimes meet relevant standards. 
The Bill lays the foundation for this in relation to Ber-
muda alternative investment fund managers who wish 
to conduct business in Europe. 
 In terms of context, it is important to note the 
significance of the fund and fund-management sectors 
in Bermuda. As of December 31st, 2014, there were a 
total of 647 funds domiciled in Bermuda, with a total 
net asset value of approximately $165 billion. These 
figures do not include a number of other investment 
vehicles such as closed-end funds. 
 As at the same date, there were a total of 59 
investment business licensees, a total which does not 
include those entities including fund managers which 
are exempt from licensing requirements, typically by 
virtue of the professional nature of the investors with 
whom they do business. 
 In closing, I would like to thank all those per-
sons within the BMA, the Attorney General’s Cham-
bers and, of course, the Ministry of Finance, and the 
private sector who have assisted in the development 
of this important Bill. I now invite all Members, any 
Members, to comment. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 18, the Shadow 
Minister of Finance. MP David Burt, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, there are no objections from the 
Opposition in the consideration of this Bill. And, as 
always, when it comes to matters of finance and the 
support of our international business sector, it is a 
time when both parties can work together for the in-
terests of the country. 
 As with this, I do appreciate the Bermuda 
Monetary Authority making themselves available, and 
also the Minister making his technical officer available 

to make sure that we were fully briefed. The brief was 
shared with us in advance. It has been shared with 
our caucus. And there are no questions or concerns. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Minister of Fi-
nance. Minister E. T. Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I appreciate the comments from the Honourable 
Member. And I now move that the Bill now be commit-
ted. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 It has been moved that the Bill be committed. 
 Any objections to that? 
 I would like to ask that the Deputy Speaker 
please take the Chair. 
 

House in Committee at 12:09 pm 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
INVESTMENT BUSINESS AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
The Chairman: Members, we are now in committee 
of the whole [House] for further consideration of the 
Bill entitled Investment Business Amendment Act 
2015. I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. Min-
ister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 
 Madam Chair, I have provided some paper-
work there for the floor amendments. I presume we 
have them all in place? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. We have them here, and we will 
ask you to move clauses 1 and 2 first. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Okay, Madam Chair. I 
move clauses 1 and 2. 
 Clause 1 is the citation, which speaks for it-
self. 
 Clause 2 amends section 2. This clause will 
amend section 2 of the principal Act, the interpretation 
section, by amending the definition of the term in-
vestment provider. The definition is expanded to en-
compass alternative investment fund managers li-
censed under section 17 and new section 19E in addi-
tion to persons licensed solely under section 17. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Investment%20Business%20Amendment%20Bill%202015.pdf
http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/Investment%20Business%20Amendment%20Bill%202015.pdf
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As an investment provider under the Act, an 
alternative investment fund manager will be subject to 
the existing provisions of the principal Act, in addition 
to the provisions of the new Chapter 1A inserted into 
the principal Act under clause 3 of the Bill. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to clauses 1 and 2? 
There are no other Members who would like 

to speak to clauses 1 and 2? 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

I would like to move clause 3, please. 

The Chairman: Please proceed. 
Are there any objections to moving clause 3? 
No; please proceed, Minister. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Chair, clause 3 
inserts Chapter 1A in Part III. This clause amends the 
principal Act by inserting new Chapter 1A after Chap-
ter 1. The new section 19A is the interpretations sec-
tion of the new chapter and provides for the definitions 
of the terms alternative investment fund, alternative 
investment fund manager, alternative investment fund 
manager rules, external alternative investment fund 
manager, internal alternative investment fund manag-
er, and managing an alternative investment fund. 

The new sections 19B and 19C provide sub-
stantively for the definitions of terms listed under sec-
tion 19A. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to clause 3? 
There are no other Members. Minister, please 

proceed. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

Madam Chair, I would like to now start with 
one of the floor amendments. 

The Chairman: Please. Does everyone have a copy 
of the amendments before them? Okay. So if you can 
just hold off for a second, please. 

[Pause] 

The Chairman: Thank you. Please proceed. 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 3 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. 
The floor amendment is that the Investment 

Business Amendment Bill 2015 be amended in clause 
3, in the new section 19C(1) by deleting the word legal 

and also by deleting the word regular and substituting 
ordinary. 

The new section 19D provides for Chapter 1A 
to apply to a person (a) who carries on the business 
activity of managing investments; (b) whose ordinary 
business is managing alternative investment funds; 
and (c) who qualifies for exemption under section 13. 
Such a person may apply for a licence in accordance 
with the new section 19E, as well as section 17, and 
any such alternative investment manager rules that 
the Bermuda Monetary Authority may issue. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to the amendment? 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to the amendment? 
No, there are none. Minister, please proceed. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

I would like to move to the next floor amend-
ment, please. 

The Chairman: Yes, please. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: And that is, the Invest-
ment Business Amendment Bill 2015 to be amended 
in clause 3 as follows: In the new section 19E(2), in 
paragraph (c), by deleting the period and substituting 
a semi-colon; and by inserting after paragraph (c) the 
following paragraph: “(d) The application meets the 
prerequisites for taking up activities as an AIFM (that 
is, alternative investment fund manager) as may be 
prescribed in the AIFM rules.” 

Clause 19F imposes an obligation on an ex-
ternal alternative investment fund manager to ensure 
compliance by every alternative investment fund it 
manages with the provisions of this Act and to imme-
diately notify the BMA if it is unable to do so. This 
clause also identifies the actions that the BMA must 
take in response to being notified by an alternative 
investment fund manager of noncompliance and pow-
ers it may use in this regard. 

Under the new clause 19G, and in accord-
ance with its supervisory remit, the BMA is to require 
that alternative investment fund managers give notice 
of any material change to conditions relating to their 
initial licensing. 

Clause 19H makes provision, both generally 
and specifically, for technical matters to be detailed by 
way of rules to be made by the BMA. The rules will be 
statutory instruments and must be published in the 
official Gazette. 

The Chairman: Thank you are there any Members 
who would like to speak to the amendments. No? 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

The next amendment is that the Investment 
Business Amendment Act 2015 be amended in clause 
3 as follows: In the new section 19H(2) in paragraph 
(h), by inserting before the word AIFMs, the words 
requirements for; by deleting paragraphs (k) and (l) 
and substituting the following: “(k) prerequisites for 
taking up activities as an AIFM; (l) requirements for an 
AIFM where an AIF it manages requires control of 
companies; and (m) requirements for disclosure and 
reporting by an AIFM regarding acquisitions by AIFs.” 

Clause 19I is a transitional clause which pro-
vides that persons who already hold a licence in ac-
cordance with the Act may apply to the BMA under 
section 17(4) to have that licence varied to note that 
they are also licensed in accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 1A. 

The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to the amendments as proposed? 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Silence is golden. 
Clause 4 is the commencement, Madam 

Chair. This clause provides for the Minister to cause 
the Act to come into operation on such a date as the 
Minister may determine. 

The Chairman: Thank you very much. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Well, that is right. Go to 
all this trouble, and I get . . .  

[Pause] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Bear with me for a sec-
ond, Madam Chair. 

[Pause] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Sorry, Madam Chair. This 
one seemed to escape my brief. 

An additional amendment to section 19H, by 
inserting the following new subsection (4): “The Au-
thority may, in the rules made under this chapter, re-
quire monetary amounts to be stipulated in foreign 
currencies.” 

The Chairman: Thank you. That was included in the 
amendment.  

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Right. But that 
was somehow not in my brief. 

The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to the final amendment? 

There are no Members. Minister please pro-
ceed. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Chair, those are 
all the amendments that I have. So I would like to 
move them all, please. 

The Chairman: We are going to actually move the 
clauses. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I move clause 3, please. 

The Chairman: As amended. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: As amended. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Is there any objection to the moving of clause 

3 as amended? 
There are no objections. Please proceed. 

[Motion carried: Clause 3 passed, as amended] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I would like to move 
clause 4. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members . . . Are there any ob-

jections to clause 4? 
No. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Chair, I would 
like to move that the Amendment Bill be reported to 
the House as amended. 

The Chairman: So the Bill as amended is moved? 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes. Right. 

The Chairman: Are there any objections to the Bill as 
amended being approved? 

There are no objections. Preamble. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, Madam Chair. I 
move the Preamble. 

The Chairman: It is moved that the Preamble be ap-
proved. Are there any objections to that motion?  

No objections; agreed to. 

[Gavel] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. I move that it 
be reported to the House as amended. 

The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as amended. 

Any objections to that motion? 
No objections; agreed to. 

[Gavel] 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 
 
[Motion carried: The Investment Business Amendment 
Act 2015 was considered by a Committee of the 
whole House, and passed as amended in clause 3.] 
 

House resumed at 12:22 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
INVESTMENT BUSINESS AMENDMENT ACT 2015 

 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, the second 
reading of the Investment Business Amendment Act 
2015 has been approved with amendments. 
 Are there any objections to that?  
 There are none. 
 That will take us now onto the next Order. We 
will be doing Order number 4 [sic]. And I think, with it 
being 12:25, I think we should break. So, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
move that we do now adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Honourable Members, the House is now ad-
journed to 2:00 pm. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:23 pm 
  

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, we move on to 
Order No. 3, the St. George’s Resort Act 2015, the 
second reading in the name of the Honourable and 
Learned Member, the Minister of Tourism Develop-
ment and Transport, Minister Crockwell. 
 You have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

ST. GEORGE’S RESORT ACT 2015 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
St. George’s Resort Act 2015 be now read the second 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Bill be-
fore the House today relates to the development of a 
resort hotel on the St. George’s tourism site and the 
Bill provides the necessary approvals and authorisa-
tions for the tourism developer to proceed with the 
finalising of plans and pertinent details for the devel-
opment to commence. 
 Mr. Speaker, the development of this site is 
an emotive issue, particularly for the residents of St. 
George’s, those that have business interests in the 
east end, and Bermudians in general. Therefore, it is 
beneficial to provide the historical context associated 
with this site and the importance of ensuring that we 
create an environment that would encourage and in-
centivise a developer to choose and actually develop 
the site here in Bermuda rather than invest in other 
jurisdictions that are actively competing for tourism 
investment capital. 
 Mr. Speaker, it was 42 years ago, in 1973, 
when the Holiday Inn Hotel overlooking the St. Cathe-
rine’s Beach in St. George’s opened its doors for 
guests, and after eight years of operation the hotel 
was sold to the Loews Hotel Group of New York in 
1981. The hotel was sold again in 1985 to the Club 
Med Group and it reopened as a 630-room grand ho-
tel called St. George’s Cove. In September of 1987 
the hotel was unfortunately damaged by Hurricane 
Emily, and in 1988 the Club Med Group made the de-
cision to close the hotel. 
 Over the years there were many attempts to 
resurrect the hotel, but unfortunately those attempts 
were unsuccessful. In 2007 Bazarian International 
was named as the developer for the property in part-
nership with the Hyatt Group to build a new hotel by 
early 2012. This announcement for the planned de-
velopment was followed by the then Government’s 
decision to demolish, through implosion by dynamite, 
the former hotel that had remained in a derelict condi-
tion for 20 years. The demolition occurred in August of 
2008.  
 Mr. Speaker, the development of a new resort 
hotel in the town of St. George’s is a stated high priori-
ty for this Government and we have taken progressive 
steps to achieve this objective, which started with the 
repealing of the Park Hyatt (St. George’s) Resort Act 
in September of 2013, followed by the issuing of a 
request for proposal [RFP] to potential developers and 
investors in January of 2014. 
 Mr. Speaker, the RFP process had the stated 
objective to provide a high-quality tourism develop-
ment that will complement the St. George’s UNESCO 
World Heritage Site designation and accentuate the 
historical significance of the area while providing eco-
nomic opportunities for the people of St. George’s and 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, interest was expressed by over 
a dozen international development and investment 
companies which resulted in five written submissions 
being received by the Ministry of Tourism Develop-
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ment and Transport by the March 31, 2014, deadline. 
Each proposal was thoroughly reviewed and evaluat-
ed, incorporating a decision matrix that took into con-
sideration the respondent’s international experience in 
successfully financing, building, owning and operating 
luxury resort developments and their relationships 
with renowned hotel brands. From this process two 
short listed finalists emerged and the finalists were 
required to make all presentations to the Economic 
Development Committee.  

By no means was it an easy decision, as both 
short listed finalists submitted impressive proposals 
that were augmented with very detailed oral presenta-
tions that highlighted their desire and enthusiasm for 
the project. But, most importantly, their proven ability 
to deliver projects was evidenced. 
 Ultimately, Mr. Speaker, Desarrollos Hotelco 
Group was chosen to construct a world class, full ser-
vice resort on the St. George’s tourism development 
site in May of 2014, followed by the Government en-
tering into an exclusivity agreement with the chosen 
developer. The exclusivity negotiation period was to 
allow the Government and developer to meet with 
both internal and external stakeholders, discuss po-
tential terms, and begin preparation of the relevant 
documentation and agreements to construct and op-
erate a world-class luxury resort development on the 
124 acre St. George’s tourism development site. 
 The exclusivity period commenced on the 9th 
of  June 2014 for a 120 day period extending to the 8th 
of September 2014. On the 22nd of October 2014 the 
Ministry of Tourism Development and Transport re-
leased a media statement updating the public on the 
progress with regard to the St. George’s tourism de-
velopment site. The statement also advised on the 
Government’s decision, at the request of the develop-
er, to extend the exclusivity period for a further 60 
days expiring on the 13th of December 2014. 
 Mr. Speaker, over the course of the past sev-
eral months, following the conclusion of the exclusivity 
period, the Government team has been in negotia-
tions with the developer finalising specific certain 
terms and conditions that are contained in the Master 
Development Agreement and the ground leases. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to acknowledge the 
presence in the Chamber of Mr. David Dodwell, who 
is the Chairman of the Bermuda Tourism Authority, as 
well as my Permanent Secretary Mr. Francis Richard-
son, who make up part of that negotiation team. The 
other member is Mr. Ronald Sutherland, Mr. Speaker, 
who was hired and is a very experienced individual in 
this particular industry and has proven to be extraor-
dinarily beneficial in this process. And I can tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, that these gentlemen have worked tire-
lessly.  There have been hundreds of hours put into 
this process, long days of continuous meetings, 
emails late at night, calls late at night, working hard to 
ensure that we arrive to where we are today. 

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, to the people of 
Bermuda that today is an exciting day. Today is a 
great day for Bermuda as we take another major step 
closer in this process to realising the development of a 
luxury hotel in the town of St. George’s, one of our 
jewels, Mr. Speaker, which has been neglected for too 
long. So I would like to thank those gentlemen for their 
commitment. 

Mr. Speaker, the chosen developer, Desar-
rollos, is an experienced Venezuelan real estate and 
hotel development group. And they have recently 
completed the local incorporation. And let me just say, 
in order to go through the local incorporation process . 
. . because we have heard [comments] from time to 
time, either directly, but more often now (since a 
Member from another place had to retract certain 
statements) by indirect comments as it relates to this 
developer. Well, in order to be incorporated locally, 
Mr. Speaker, the principals have to be vetted through 
the BMA, which is a vigorous process. So the mere 
fact that the Government has done its due diligence in 
the first instance when we were looking at all of the 
developers, and the fact that this developer is now 
incorporated as they have to do a local company to do 
the development, is clear evidence that substantial 
due diligence has been done in ascertaining whether 
or not these developers are fit and proper. And Mr. 
Speaker, they have passed the test. 

The company was founded in 1997, and over 
the years Desarrollos has developed many commer-
cial, residential and hospitality real estate projects in 
Latin America and the Caribbean region. In 2002 De-
sarrollos began focusing on the development of luxury 
hotels, starting with the development and successful 
opening of the JW Marriott in Venezuela. I do not 
know about you, Mr. Speaker, I do not know if you 
have ever stayed in a JW Marriott, but there is a lovely 
JW Marriott in Miami. It is probably one of the best 
hotels that I have stayed in Miami (and there are love-
ly hotels in Miami). But this is first class. Mr. Speaker, 
this is first class, and they opened a JW Marriott in 
Venezuela. 

After the completion of this successful project 
Desarrollos has continued developing high-brand lux-
ury hotels and their development portfolio includes the 
Marriott Playa Grande, the Renaissance in Venezue-
la, and in December 2013, the company opened the 
320 room Ritz Carlton Aruba, which also includes a 
casino and spa. And on that, Mr. Speaker, this Ritz 
Carlton Aruba already has received numerous awards 
as being one of the best hotels in the Caribbean. 

The company has also recently ( April 2015) 
announced that a Ritz Carlton and a JW Marriott will 
be constructed in the Turks and Caicos Islands in 
2019 and 2020. 

Mr. Speaker, the Desarrollos Hotel Group has 
built at least three Marriott hotels and is contracted to 
build two more in the Turks and Caicos Islands. I am 
confident that a company as reputable and influential 
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as the Marriott Corporation would not partner with a 
developer on at least six occasions unless that devel-
oper was of good repute. The Government is confi-
dent that we have a highly respected and capable de-
veloper for this project. 

Mr. Speaker, the developer plans to build an 
integrated resort as defined by the Casino Gaming Act 
2014, and has finalised terms and conditions to ap-
point the luxury St. Regis brand as the hotel man-
agement company. The proposed development in-
cludes 122 hotel guest rooms, 105 resort residences, 
and 8 estate lots which will be sold to non-
Bermudians. The developer has also advised that 
consideration is being given to utilising 15 out of the 
105 resort residences as fractional units. The resort 
development amenities include a specialty and other 
restaurants, beach club, golf course, tennis courts, 
fitness centre, spa, shops, pier, and, if granted a li-
cence, a casino. The entire project will be built in sev-
eral phases. 

Mr. Speaker, as previously stated, this Bill 
provides the necessary approvals and authorisations 
for the chosen developer to proceed with the finalising 
of plans and pertinent details for the development to 
commence. The provisions include the leasing of land 
for a term not exceeding 262 years with easements 
over Government lands subject to specific rights and 
public access, and ensuring that the golf course re-
mains accessible to the public. The Bill also provides, 
subject to conditions in principle for planning permis-
sion for the development, permission for the land to 
be subdivided and the granting of hotel concessions. 

Mr. Speaker, with reference to the planned 
development it is beneficial for me to provide some 
specific details. It is the intent of the developer, as 
defined in the Bill, to form subsidiary companies for 
the administration, management and operation of the 
development components that comprise the hotel, golf 
course, estate lots, and resort residences. 

Mr. Speaker, existing development companies 
have subsidiaries. We have existing hotels which 
have subsidiaries to do just what this developer wants 
to do. It is normal in this particular industry. It is com-
mercial efficacy in this particular industry. For exam-
ple, Fairmont Hamilton, which you are aware of and 
closely connected to, the South Beach facilities, Mr. 
Speaker, which they recently opened and which are 
fabulous, is managed by a subsidiary of the Fairmont 
Hamilton because it is a separate operation from the 
standard hotel operation. So this is standard, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am going to speak to that a little bit 
more because of comments made by the Opposition. 

This will result in the granting of multiple leas-
es and this requirement has been taken into consider-
ation in the Bill. I earlier mentioned that as a result of 
discussions between the developer and their hotel 
management company St. Regis, it is the intent for 
one of the resort residence buildings to be offered as 
fractional ownership units. 

Mr. Speaker, the inclusion of fractional units 
has resulted in varied legal opinions on the ability to 
offer fractional units on leasehold property. Our Minis-
try was provided a legal opinion from a property law-
yer that stated  that fractional units must have a free-
hold title to facilitate a fractional sale to a buyer. There 
is also a deferring legal opinion that states that the 
need for freehold land for fractional development is a 
commercial preference rather than a legal necessity. 
After extensive consultation with counsel our Ministry 
was advised that to offer fractional units a freehold 
title is required and preferred. This matter will be dealt 
with more specifically during Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, the hotel concessions that are 
provided in this Bill are a notable departure from the 
typical concessions that have been provided in hotel 
concession orders. To some it may appear that we 
are giving away too much for too long a period, but 
the decision on the concessions is a result of very ex-
tensive research on this subject, therefore, it is an in-
formed decision. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a reason why this site 
has remained undeveloped for 27 years. There is a 
reason why we have not seen new hotel development 
in this country for years. Our system, our structure, is 
not competitive enough. I am aware of a deal that was 
brokered in one of our competitive jurisdictions where 
the concessionary period was for a 40-year period. 
Forty years! That is what our competitors are doing. 
Now we are not suggesting at all that we should go 
that far, but Bermuda needs to understand that this is 
an extraordinarily competitive industry and countries, 
tourist destinations, do all they can to facilitate and to 
incentivise these developers bringing their money to 
their country. They bring the foreign investment, they 
build the hotels, which creates inventory, and they 
attract luxury brands which elevates the jurisdiction. 
And so with our Hotels Concession Act 2000 it was a 
laudable Act at the time, and had good intentions, Mr. 
Speaker, but it became vastly outdated, antiquated 
and uncompetitive. And that is why, Mr. Speaker, we 
now have to look at what our competitors are doing 
and create an environment that is attractive to these 
developers. 

Mr. Speaker, you may recall one of our Minis-
try’s stated Throne Speech initiatives is to amend the 
Hotels Concession Act 2000 with the intent to stream-
line and modernise the Hotels Concession Act to pro-
vide a more efficient and comprehensive Act that will 
attract developers for new tourism resorts and prod-
ucts, assist with the upgrading of existing properties . . 
. I want to be clear, the new Act will help properties 
that are already here, which will encourage and create 
jobs and training programmes for Bermudian hospitali-
ty workers.  

We are now considering that the more pro-
ductive approach is to replace the Hotels Concession 
Act with a more modern and relevant incentives act. 
Therefore, in advancing this initiative the Ministry and 
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the Bermuda Tourism Authority Investment Division 
collectively conducted research on concessions of-
fered by Bermuda’s key competitors including the Ba-
hamas, Barbados, the Cayman Islands, Dominican 
Republic and others. It is worthy to note the conces-
sions and their duration that have been provided in 
this Bill are consistent with other island destinations 
that have had measurable success in attracting and 
securing foreign investment, with the exception of 
Barbados, that just amended their concession relief to 
25 years in 2014.  

So you can see, Mr. Speaker, what we are up 
against as it relates to our competitors in the Caribbe-
an. 

Mr. Speaker, we have tackled the review of 
Bermuda’s tourism incentives to provide a competitive 
platform that will convince international and domestic 
investors to bring foreign direct investment to Bermu-
da, and local investors to invest in the redevelopment 
and refurbishment of existing hotels. While Bermuda 
is technically not in the Caribbean region, the global 
investment market considers it so. The global invest-
ment market, Mr. Speaker, considers it so, and ap-
plies the same investment profile to Bermuda as to 
other island nations.  

Extensive review of regional jurisdiction incen-
tives highlighted that, while Bermuda provides a world 
class infrastructure base for conducting business, it 
lags behind significantly with regard to Government 
incentives that would encourage investment in new 
and existing hotel and touristic assets. While Govern-
ment incentives are broadly aligned as to type, the 
most significant gap is in length of time extended. 
Bermuda’s competitors set—the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Aruba—provide tax 
incentives for periods ranging from 10 to 25 years. 

Mr. Speaker, as this has already been high-
lighted as a contentious issue by the Opposition (and 
when I say “this” I am talking about the length of time 
contained in the Bill, which is a 10 year period, Mr. 
Speaker), I would like to list some of the tax holiday 
timeframes from some of our competitors. As I said 
already Barbados–25 years, Dominica–20 years, Do-
minican Republic–15 years, Jamaica–10 to 15 years, 
St. Kitts and Nevis–15 years, the Bahamas–10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, in some of these jurisdictions the 
tax exemption includes all import duties, taxes and 
levies of any nature, including value added tax on the 
importation of all capital goods, which includes build-
ing materials, articles of hotel equipment, furniture, 
furnishings, fixtures, fittings, construction machinery, 
boats, watercraft, vehicles for the hotel’s use, televi-
sions, computer equipment, telephones, software, 
hardware, shrubs and plants, garden and agriculture 
equipment, promotional and marketing materials for 
operating the hotel, and for the cyclical refurbishing 
undertaken from time to time in order to maintain the 
hotel. They include consumables for the operation of 
the hotel, including, but not limited to, operating sup-

plies, soft furnishings, printed materials, guest sup-
plies, spa supplies, paper, stationery, books and 
spare parts for equipment. They include food, alcohol 
and beverages. Again, these are the goods subject to 
full concession that have been provided by some of 
our competitor jurisdictions for years. 

So I go back to my earlier question: There is a 
reason for my earlier comment. There is a reason why 
we have not seen a hotel developed on this site for 27 
years and why we have not seen hotels developed in 
this jurisdiction, Mr. Speaker, as they should be. We 
are a luxury jurisdiction; at least we espouse to be a 
luxury jurisdiction. And we only have two international 
brands. So when a person who wants to go to a luxury 
destination says, Well, let me have a look.  Is there a 
Four Seasons? Is there a St. Regis? Is there a Park 
Hyatt? What do they have? And when they see that 
their favourite hotels are not there then they decide, 
Well, I will go somewhere else. So it is incumbent that 
we attract these brands to Bermuda because it has an 
impact on the jurisdiction as a whole. And our compet-
itors know that, and our competitors have done every-
thing they can to attract the foreign investment and 
the developers. 

Mr. Speaker, I have provided the information 
on the research work that our Ministry has undertaken 
on hotel concessions because it is important for the 
public to understand the rationale behind our deci-
sions and to also clearly indicate how we are aligning 
our policies with legislation that will assist in achieving 
one of this Government’s main priorities, which is to 
revitalise the tourism industry. And you cannot just 
revitalise a tourism industry by improving one area. 
We believe that we have improved the management 
of tourism by moving towards an independent Tourism 
Authority and I believe that we are going to see the 
fruits and benefits of that shift.  

But that is just not [all of] it. A lot of people 
think . . . well, market more and I agree. I agree. We 
need to put more funding in our marketing. Our com-
petitors are outspending us by leaps and bounds. But 
that is not the answer by itself either. As I just said a 
minute ago, we have limited inventory. So even during 
the summer months, as we are in now, there are 
times, Mr. Speaker, when all of our hotel beds are full, 
and our planes are not coming in 100 per cent full. 
That tells me there is a problem. We do not have 
enough capacity. We need more so that we can fill 
those airlines. But if you have more inventory it will 
attract more people. And we also have a dearth of 
brands—luxury brands.  

So we have to fix the entire foundation first 
before we are going to be able to see real change in 
tourism. Multiple Tourism Ministers have tried all dif-
ferent [strategies] with the greatest of sincerity, differ-
ent types of strategies to turn tourism around.  

You were one, Honourable Speaker, as a 
former Tourism Minister. And— 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry, you were 
working . . . director maybe, in the Ministry. And that is 
even more direct, Mr. Speaker, in the work that you 
did.  

And you know . . . so the point I am making, 
Mr. Speaker, is that there are many components that 
need to be fixed. We have got to fix the entire founda-
tion before we can really start to see the growth that 
we need. And I believe that this step today is moving 
us in the right direction in providing the solution. 
 Mr. Speaker, the passing and enactment of 
this Bill is a significant milestone in our efforts to fulfil 
our commitment to facilitate the development of a re-
sort hotel on the St. George’s tourism site. We have 
worked extremely hard to get to this position today.  

As I said, today is an exciting day. In some 
areas the progress was not fast enough, or did not go 
the way that we may have wanted it to go. But with a 
project of this size, with the various elements and de-
tails that need to be negotiated and agreed upon, we 
are very pleased to be in the position of presenting 
this Bill, and very confident that the development will 
commence. And I believe that site preparation will 
start later this year. The finalising of the Master De-
velopment Agreement and Ground Leases is immi-
nent and we will ensure, Mr. Speaker, as we are re-
quired to do, that all of the leases will be tabled in this 
Honourable House. 
 Mr. Speaker, my opening comments high-
lighted the fact that it has been 27 years since a hotel 
has been in operation on this site. Therefore, as I 
have stated previously and I will state again, this is 
exciting for Bermuda as the benefits of this develop-
ment are significant to the revitalisation of our tourism 
industry, the St. George’s community, and Bermuda 
as a whole. This development has the potential to 
spur other developments and provide exponential 
employment opportunities for Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, on Thursday of last week the 
Opposition took the unusual approach of highlighting 
to the media, after a meeting at my invitation with my-
self the day before, concerns they stated [they had] 
with the Bill and proposed amendments before the 
House today,  which I will bring via a motion during 
Committee, before we actually debated the Bill. In my 
time I have not seen that before. I think that it is only 
appropriate that since these concerns have been ex-
pressed in the public domain that I deal with some of 
them in these introductory remarks. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Opposition complained that 
one of the proposed amendments gives the develop-
ers the ability to create subsidiaries as they desire. 
The Honourable Member from constituency 29, the 
Shadow Minister for Tourism, stated (and I quote) 
“Why is there a need for subsidiaries when it is Gov-
ernment land?”  

I found this peculiar as I am aware, Mr. 
Speaker, that the Morgan’s Point development, by 
Morgan’s Point Ltd., which this Government supports 
but was negotiated by the former PLP Government 
has, since the Morgan’s Point Act was passed, creat-
ed at least four subsidiaries to execute the develop-
ment in the same way that this developer is proceed-
ing, and as I said earlier, that existing hotels proceed. 
You have different aspects of the property that require 
different expertise, and the commercial structure re-
quires subsidiaries. So Morgan’s Point Ltd. has sub-
sidiaries. Maybe that Honourable Member forgot. I 
know he is good friends with one of the principals, so I 
was surprised and perplexed when he asked why is 
there a need. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Opposition complained 
about the 262 year lease agreement contained in this 
Bill. I also found it strange and somewhat hypocritical 
as the Park Hyatt Act 2008, under the PLP Govern-
ment, stated in section 5 that the lease for “[(a)] the 
condominium units component area of the Property, 
for a term not exceeding 262 years;” and “[(c)] any 
remaining part of the Property, for a term not exceed-
ing 131 years, with an automatic renewal for a further 
131 years.” 
 Mr. Speaker, that equals 262 years. So it 
begs the question, Mr. Speaker, what is the problem? 
The exact— 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I wonder, Mr. Speaker, if my 
learned friend will . . . this not a point of order, a point 
of clarification— 
 
The Speaker: Do you want the clarification? 
 Yes, carry on, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker and Members of 
the House, the Minister of Tourism is entitled to ask 
why we have the problem. And I would ask him, as he 
is now on the topic of the Opposition’s concerns, to 
kindly address the fact that Desarrollos are currently 
under investigation in a Federal Court for, amongst 
other things, setting up subsidiaries to conceal fraud, 
displace its investors— 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Well, no, I am asking you to . . 
. to please 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —put that in your considera-
tion as to what the problem is— 
 
The Speaker: All right— 
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: —because you are mislead-
ing us. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Oh, Mr. Speaker, I am 
not misleading the House. As I said earlier, the BMA 
has already vetted this group, Mr. Speaker. The Gov-
ernment did its due diligence on this group. We have 
had a member from another place, the Leader of the 
Opposition in another place, have to retract state-
ments against this developer.  

And you know I say to the developer, I actual-
ly congratulate them and I applaud them for their thick 
skin because they have been maligned in this country 
by the Opposition, and they stayed at the table in spite 
of it, Mr. Speaker. So we have considered those is-
sues, Mr. Speaker, and the developer is going to pro-
ceed with the development. 

The issue is, why did the Opposition complain 
about the things that they did? That is the issue, Mr. 
Speaker. It is called hypocrisy. Why are they [ques-
tioning] doing subsidiaries, when Morgan’s Point Ltd. 
does subsidiaries? 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, I know that my 
friend is a bright attorney. The issue that is before us . 
. . I have to repeat it. When you mentioned that the 
Fairmont Princess and the Green family have subsidi-
aries, neither of them are in a Federal Court for fraud. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Neither of them are. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker,. I am not 
aware of what he is talking about. So the Honourable 
Member can, you know, take instructions from his 
Leader to stay on that line because that is what the 
Opposition does, Mr. Speaker. All they try to do— 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: I am not quite sure what is 
happening to my learned friend.  

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: He is misleading the House 
and impugning. I have the ability to read the docu-
ments that are in the public domain. The Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition— 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. Thank you. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable and 
Learned Member, my friend, will have an opportunity 
to wax eloquent at the appropriate time. And I expect 

him to do so, Mr. Speaker. But it is my turn right now. 
Obviously I am starting to hit a nerve, Mr. Speaker. 

So I say again, Mr. Speaker, what is the prob-
lem? Park Hyatt had 262 years; Desarrollos has 262 
years, Mr. Speaker. 

The Opposition complained that the Govern-
ment has not disclosed the Master Development 
Agreement which will govern the terms of this devel-
opment between the OBA Government and Desar-
rollos Hotelco Group. Again, I find this to be hypocriti-
cal because the former PLP Government did not table 
or disclose the MDA for the Morgan’s Point Act or the 
Park Hyatt Act. Never disclosed it, did not table it, did 
not disclose it. As a matter of fact it was not until we 
became the Government that we had sight of the 
MDA for the Park Hyatt Act and saw that a casino was 
guaranteed to the developer. And casino gaming had 
not even been legalised! How do you do that, Mr. 
Speaker? How do I guarantee you something— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: — I do not even have, 
Mr. Speaker? That is fact. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
definitely misleading the House. He has not read it 
correctly. What it says in that agreement, Mr. Speak-
er, is that if . . . if . . . casino licences are issued in 
Bermuda, he would get one. So it does not say . . . 
and I challenge him on this— 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —it does not say he is 
guaranteed a casino licence. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay, I will concede . . . I 
will concede, Mr. Speaker. Yes, “if” was in there, but 
guess what? They guaranteed it!  

I wonder why— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, point of or-
der. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member, yes? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Misleading the House. It 
was not guaranteed, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: All right. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It was guaranteed if the 
legislation was passed. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is all I am saying. I 
said “if.” If it was passed, it was guaranteed. I just 
wonder what terms of that agreement were not written 
in the Act or the MDA, Mr. Speaker. A guaranteed 
casino if legislation is passed. Is that something, Mr. 
Speaker, when all the stuff we hear in this House from 
the other side and they negotiated and guaranteed, if 
it was passed, that Bazarian was going to get a casi-
no. Huh! I tell you boy. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Did not the Minister . . . I 
heard earlier that he guaranteed a casino for St. 
George’s? 

The Speaker: Carry on. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You were not here, Hon-
ourable Member. You should have been on time. If 
you were listening— 

The Speaker: Honourable Member, please take your 
seat. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, I said if they get per-
mission from the gaming . . . no guarantees. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No it is not. It was guar-
anteed.  

Honourable Opposition Leader you are 
smarter than that, sir . . . you are smarter than that. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I would like him to confirm or 
deny whether or not he told MP Furbert and me at the 
meeting last week if there has been a provision made 
for the current developer on that. 

The Speaker: All right. Carry on. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I really 
wonder what people hear. I really wonder what people 
hear. What I said to that Honourable Member and his 
colleague in the meeting is that the Gaming Commis-
sion, which this Government established to have sep-
aration from the Government, will provide provisional 
licence to applicants who do not have a resort in 
place. That is a big difference. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I was at the meeting, Mr. 
Furbert was at the meeting, he did not say that. 

The Speaker: All right, carry on, Honourable Member. 
That, that, that . . . is one who said and one did not 
say . . . just carry on . . . just carry on. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: My permanent secretary 
was at the meeting— 

The Speaker: Just carry on. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —and he took notes— 

The Speaker: Just carry on. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —okay? So, there you 
go. And the fact of the matter is that is how the situa-
tion is going to go. And I could tell you this . . . no, I 
will hold that comment about meetings with the Oppo-
sition. 

Mr. Speaker, the Opposition complained 
about the quarter of an acre that may be subject . . . 
let me go back, because I want to be slow on this one, 
okay? In case there may be a point of order I want to 
make sure that these Honourable Members hear me 
because they are not hearing what I am saying, Mr. 
Speaker.  

The Opposition complained about the quarter 
of an acre that may be subject to a sale to enable the 
development of fractional units, which I addressed 
earlier. The Honourable Member from constituency 6 
stated (and I quote), “Giving up Crown land, we do not 
think it is right.” I am assuming the “we” is the PLP, 
Mr. Speaker. This is most bizarre. When I heard that I 
just . . . it is funny because the Honourable Member 
from constituency 6 looked at the Honourable Member 
from constituency 29 . . . he was not quite sure, but he 
said it anyway, “Giving up Crown land, we don’t think 
it’s right.”  
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 But Mr. Speaker, that is bizarre. As the former 
PLP Government, during the well documented land 
swap involving Southlands and the now Morgan’s 
Point Ltd., that Government gave about 85 acres of 
Crown land, 85 acres of Crown land. But yet the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 6 says we don’t 
think that’s right. A quarter of an acre! This is hypocri-
sy.  

The former Government can give away—give 
away—85 acres. And you know what? We are trying 
our best to make sure that that is going to be a world-
class site, a world-class resort, but you can give away 
85 acres of Crown land and you are going to complain 
because we are going to sell a quarter of an acre! 
That is this Opposition, Mr. Speaker—misinformation, 
doing everything they can do to undermine a good 
project. I was surprised, Mr. Speaker, that that Hon-
ourable Member would make that statement. Maybe 
he was in the UBP at the time and he did not have the 
information, or maybe he simply forgot about the 85 
acres, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Opposition has claimed that 
the OBA is not committed to protecting Bermudian 
jobs and the training of Bermudians in relation to this 
project. Let me be clear: Nothing can be further from 
the truth. The hiring of Bermudians for this project and 
the training of Bermudians are requirements of the 
Master Development Agreement and are clearly set 
out.  

I want to say it again because the Honourable 
Member from 29 is talking and he is going to get up 
later and say he did not hear it. So let me read it 
again. The hiring of Bermudians for this project and 
the training of Bermudians are requirements of the 
MDA, Mr. Speaker. Bermudians can rest assured that 
they will have preference for construction jobs and 
jobs for the operation of the hotel, and those who are 
interested in training will receive training.  

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I know that 
members of the management company are already 
scouting in Bermuda looking for the best talent, [peo-
ple] who are here. It makes business sense. This is 
what they do. They go to jurisdictions, they build ho-
tels, they want the locals in the hotels. 
 But Mr. Speaker, if you are a five star luxury 
resort and you are hiring locals, are you not going to 
train them? Of course you are going to train them. 
You have worked in that industry. You want to make 
sure that the people working in your establishment are 
going to be providing a level of service that is com-
mensurate to your brand. So it is nonsense when the 
Opposition wants to get out there and say, Well 
there’s not going to be any training. 

The difference is, Mr. Speaker, the training is 
not attached to the concessions. And we believe as 
we go forward, like every other jurisdiction, that the 
concessions should be attached to the investment that 
is being made. A developer comes to this country and 
says I’m going to spend $120 million to $150 million . . 

. they have earned the right to concessions based on 
the investment. But then you turn around and say 
well, we have all these other conditions and terms 
before you can get any concessions, which becomes 
a disincentive, Mr. Speaker. And that is why we have 
not had development on this site for 27 years, and we 
have not had major developments in this country, be-
cause we have not had the right structure, Mr. Speak-
er. 

I do not know what other jurisdictions do, but 
we have made sure that the requirement to hire Ber-
mudians and to train Bermudians is set out in the 
Master Development Agreement, which is the most 
important agreement between the Government and 
the developer for the project. 

But you know it was interesting, as the Fi-
nance Minister pointed out to me recently, that, as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, existing hotels get payroll tax re-
lief now. In fact that was implemented by the former 
Government to help them out, and it was a good thing, 
but there was no condition to train. But guess what? 
They trained because it makes sense. Payroll tax 
concessions are provided to the retail sector. There is 
no condition to train. But guess what? They train 
nonetheless because it makes business sense. 

So Mr. Speaker, we have gone a step further 
in this project by making these requirements of the 
MDA. 

Now let me speak about being committed to 
protecting Bermudian jobs in general, okay? The 
Honourable Opposition wants to forget that it is this 
Government that facilitated the redevelopment at the 
Fairmont Hamilton—$90 million, hundreds of jobs on 
that site. It is this Government that started the Pink 
Beach [project], Mr. Speaker, that has created jobs, 
and approvals have been granted for Ariel Sands, a 
development that is going to happen and create jobs. 
And this particular site, the St. George’s tourism site 
with Desarrollos, will create hundreds of jobs for Ber-
mudians on the construction side and on the opera-
tions side, Mr. Speaker. 

This Government is committed to creating 
jobs for Bermudians. That is why the recent statistical 
data shows that things are turning around. And even 
that report the Opposition tried to undermine because 
they do not want progress, Mr. Speaker. They do not 
want progress, Mr. Speaker. And that is evidenced in 
their actions, in the words that we hear from them time 
and time again. 
 
The Speaker: You have got 10 minutes left . . . 10 
minutes left. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
before I provide my parliamentary colleagues the op-
portunity to speak on this Bill (and I am sure it is not 
going to be the last time I am going to be on my feet, 
Mr. Speaker), I strongly encourage Honourable Mem-
bers and all Bermudians to collectively work together 
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and do our utmost to ensure the success of this pro-
ject. 
 Now I hear interpolation . . . no, no, I am not 
expecting the Opposition to collaborate, but I am talk-
ing to Bermudians— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay, I must have heard 
wrong. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I must have heard 
wrong, Mr. Speaker, because I am appealing to Ber-
mudians to collectively work together, do our utmost 
to ensure the success of this project, not because I 
am asking, Mr. Speaker, not because the OBA Gov-
ernment is asking, but because Bermuda and its peo-
ple need this project to be successful.  

St. George’s needs this project to be success-
ful. Opposition to this project, Mr. Speaker, is opposi-
tion to the community of St. George’s; it is opposition 
to moving this country forward; it is opposition to the 
revitalisation of tourism in this country, and that is 
where, Mr. Speaker, the Opposition stands. 

Today is an exciting and great day for Bermu-
da. We are going to get through this, it may [take] an-
other 10 hours, but we are going to get through it, Mr. 
Speaker. We are going to pass the Bill with amend-
ments, and we are going to move this project one step 
forward. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 29, MP Zane De Silva. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable and Learned 
Member who just took his seat said that we have op-
position to this Bill. Let me state for the record, Mr. 
Speaker, that the Progressive Labour Party supports 
a hotel development in St. George’s as we do any 
hotel development in Bermuda.  
 
An Hon. Member: But . . . 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no “buts.” You know it 
is amazing that the Honourable Member says “but” 
because I remember when I was sitting on that side 
that used to be my favourite saying the minute we got 
a bit of support when someone opened their speech-
es. 
 But Mr. Speaker, let me say this. We support 
development in St. George’s. There is no shadow of a 
doubt. And I think that anybody who says otherwise is 
just being a little mischievous and economical with the 
truth to say the least. So Mr. Speaker, we have chal-

lenges with some of the wording, some of the things 
that the OBA wishes to accomplish with this Bill. 

And Mr. Speaker, let me just start off by mak-
ing a few comments on the speech by the Honourable 
Member from constituency 31. He said that “our com-
petitors are outspending us by leaps and bounds.” We 
have only been saying that for two and half years, Mr. 
Speaker, that they have been outspending us in terms 
of marketing. And that has been the big problem, and 
you know that, Mr. Speaker, you have heard me say it 
enough. So they are outspending us by leaps and 
bounds because they are not being restricted so much 
so like the Bermuda Tourism Authority or like the Min-
ister himself, because I am sure he would love to have 
$20 million extra to market Bermuda, as everybody in 
this House should do.  

So, you know, therein lies the problem. And 
he knows what the problem is, and we know what the 
problem is, and more money has to be found to mar-
ket our country. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member also 
talked about how hotels are full during the summer 
months and planes are coming here with empty seats. 
And he asked why. Well the point I would bring to the 
Honourable Member is this: I disagree with it. All the 
hotels in Bermuda are not full when these planes are 
coming in here with empty seats. In fact, just two 
weeks ago— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I do not know if he was not 
here when I said it, Mr. Speaker, I said that I know of 
a time during our peak season when all of our hotels 
were full, but yet the airlines were not coming in full. 
So I was speaking to a specific time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, all right. So then to 
make my point . . . to make my point . . . and the Hon-
ourable Member . . . you know when he did start we 
were on the back list, Mr. Speaker. But let me say 
this: The hotels are full maybe sometimes, maybe 
some hotels are. Just two weeks ago I had lunch with 
a hotelier and he was telling me how the bigger ho-
tels, because of their lack of occupancy, are dropping 
their prices. And you will know, Mr. Speaker, because 
of your experience, when they drop their prices—the 
big hotels—what does that do? It puts pressure on the 
smaller operators. It puts pressure on the home own-
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ers, the vacation owners that rent their houses out to 
our tourists, Mr. Speaker. 

Why do I mention that? Because we are back 
to square one. We had the Premier and the Minister 
go up and talk to the powers that be with United Air-
lines not long ago. That very same day (or the next 
day) United announced that they are increasing flights 
to our competitors while decreasing ours. Therein lies 
the problem, Mr. Speaker. Therein lies the problem. 

And then we are talking about concessions, 
Mr. Speaker, and I know the Minister has got a tough 
job. I know that Minister Furbert had a tough job when 
he was Tourism Minister and ministers prior, over and 
over . . . tough job because it is a balancing act. But 
Mr. Speaker, when it comes to concessions I submit 
that if we had four or five hundred thousand tourists 
wanting to book and come to Bermuda you would not 
have to give concessions, you know, because the ho-
tels would be begging us, these developers would be 
begging us, Look, let me open a hotel in your country . 
. . let me put up a Ritz . . . let me put up . . . you name 
it . . . let me put up a Four Seasons . . . they would all 
be knocking on the door, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, especially the casino 
boys. We know that. That started off way back when. 
Mr. Landow, who is a casino buff himself, saw the 
writing on the wall early, he tried to get on board early. 
So we know how the casino boys are, Mr. Speaker, if 
we have four or five hundred thousand people coming 
here additional to what we have now, they would be 
busting down the door and we would not have to give 
any concessions. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member also 
talked about the BMA, and the BMA has given the 
green light. Now I am not going to kick the BMA in the 
teeth, but I tell you what, if I am the Premier of the 
country I am going to do my due diligence. And I know 
the Honourable Minister said that the Government did 
do some due diligence. Well I do not know how much 
due diligence they did, Mr. Speaker, because they did 
not even know about the court case in Connecticut. I 
mean the Minister admitted that himself. So what kind 
of due diligence did they do? That is a big question 
that needs to be answered. What due diligence did 
they do? I would like to know what due diligence the 
BMA did, if they want to make that public.  
 But Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
from constituency 31 also said that the Stipa family  
have been maligned, and they stayed at the table, and 
he gives them credit for it. I know that maybe one my 
colleagues had a little misinformation, a misstep back 
in another place, but you know those things happen. 
The Minister made a misstep just now when he called 
you Tourism Minister. So we all make missteps when 
we are on our feet in this House or in the other place, 
Mr. Speaker.  

 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: We all make missteps, Mr. 
Speaker. So we all make mistakes. 
 But Mr. Speaker, let me say that I remember 
when Mr. Carl Bazarian was talking about developing 
St. George’s, he had very similar things thrown at him 
week in and week out by the Opposition. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No.  

The Honourable Member Kenny Bascome 
says “no”, and he is right. And I believe he will also tell 
you that he had many conversations with Dr. Ewart 
Brown, Marc Telemaque and other technical officers 
over St. George’s.  

I heard you were very much in the picture. So 
I have done a bit of homework on you, too, Mr. Bas-
come. Yes. 
 So you know, Mr. Speaker, and this thing 
about maligning the Stipa family, we are not maligning 
the Stipa family, Mr. Speaker. Not at all. But we have 
information, and it is factual information, that there is 
somehow a connection between the Stipa family, his 
associates, and a Ponzi scheme that robbed people of 
up to almost $400 million . . . allegedly. That is all we 
are saying to the OBA, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is misleading the House and doing 
exactly what I said he does. There is no connection—
no connection, Mr. Speaker—between the individual 
who was running the fund and the Stipa family. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I have a doc-
ument right here, which I will table, and it tells very 
clearly . . . these are court documents from Connecti-
cut that clearly state that the gentleman that was be-
hind that Ponzi scheme had a known relationship with 
the Stipa family folks that ran all their business inter-
ests. And that is a fact, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
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POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
needs to table it and we can read it, Mr. Speaker. I 
dispute that. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He will get it. In fact his 
colleague Mr. Pettingill, I believe, is in the back there 
looking it up right now. So he will be able to give it to 
him. So I will move on, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: So it would be a good thing if you could 
table it if you would like. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I will. I will. I need it for my 
notes, yes, I do. I am not finished with it. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Learned Mem-
ber talked about 87 acres [since] we complained the 
quarter acre or the half acre that [the OBA] are giving 
away for the fractional . . . not— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We are not giving away 
anything, Mr. Speaker. It is going to be a quarter acre, 
and it is going to be a sale. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is correct. It is a sale. 
I thank you for the correction, and let us hope we get 
market value for it. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
talked about the 87 acres that we gave away. Maybe 
he will stand up and correct himself because we did 
not give it away, Mr. Speaker, we exchanged it. And 
we exchanged it for 37 acres of prime property down 
at South Shore Beaches.  

Now let me just say this because I do not 
want to be stopped on this point, Mr. Speaker, but he 
did say that we gave away. So he might want to get 
up . . . just like he said he did not give away that quar-
ter acre of land, we did not give away 87 acres, we 
swapped it for 37 prime acres.  
 Now Mr. Speaker, for the listening public let 
me just give you an example. If I was to take Dr. Grant 
Gibbons’ house, which sits on about (and I will take a 
guess) two acres of property down at Mid Ocean . . . 
three . . . two, three, maybe it goes a bit further than I 
know, Dr. Gibbons. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no, no, let us be realis-
tic. It is on maybe about two acres. Mr. Speaker, if I 
was to put that on the market what do you think I 
would get for it in Tucker’s Town?  

What do you think, Dr. Gibbons, 10, 11, 12, 
15 million [dollars]? How much do you think they get 
for two acres of land on 42nd Street, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, you see? So if you 
are going to say that we gave away 87 acres of land, 
Mr. Speaker, you have to mention that they were 
“brownfields” and they are zoned “brownfields,” the 
Minister can check it, all right . . . and polluted. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is in danger of misleading the House. The 85 
or 87 acres actually came with a Government guaran-
tee to clean it up. So, in effect, it was prime real es-
tate. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, so I say I 
guess if you go up 42nd Street or if you go a little bit 
farther down Parson’s Road, or you come a little bit 
farther down Devonshire, that would be prime real 
estate too. Since when can you do a comparison with 
Dr. Gibbons’ house in Tucker’s Town to somebody 
around Back O’ Town? Come on, Mr. Speaker. My 
point is just that. Just for the listening public, just put 
that in your computer and keep it there. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member from 
constituency 31 also said that the OBA started Pink 
Beach and Ariel Sands, beating his chest. That was 
started under the PLP, Mr. Speaker. Yes, they certain-
ly were, and I have got the Minister right here who 
could tell you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, what I said 
was this Government facilitated the Fairmont Hamilton 
and these . . . but the specific projects at Pink Beach 
and at Ariel Sands were started by the OBA Govern-
ment. 
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The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I am not go-
ing to be diverted, but certainly that Honourable Mem-
ber and this House knows that Ariel Sands in particu-
lar . . . in fact I went to a meeting with the owners—
myself and the Honourable Member, and our former 
Premier. But Mr. Speaker, they continued the talks 
and they got it going, yes.  

It went nowhere says Dr. Gibbons, but you 
know what . . . No, let me stay on point because I 
have got quite a bit of ground to cover, Mr. Speaker. 
How is the time going? 
 
The Speaker: You have plenty. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay.  

Mr. Speaker, now let us talk about this training 
of Bermudians and the removal of the training of Ber-
mudians. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, as I said in 
my presentation, there is no removal for the require-
ment to train Bermudians.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay let us be a little bit 
more specific. Let us talk about the removal of the 
training of Bermudians and Bermudian entertainers 
from the Act, okay? From the Act, Mr. Speaker, the 
Act that was tabled on July 17th. The Minister has re-
moved the training of Bermudians as a requirement of 
the concessions agreement, and removes the re-
quirement of local entertainment to be employed. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister 
was beating his chest and talking about that’s going to 
be in the MDA. And he did say that the developer is 
committed to training Bermudians and hiring local en-
tertainment. Well, if they are so committed, Mr. 
Speaker, why remove it from the Act? Is there some-
thing to hide? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I explained 
this. The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. I explained in my presentation that what has 
been removed is attaching [the] receiving [of] conces-
sions based on these conditions. That is what has 
been removed. The requirements still exist clearly in 
the MDA, but there is no need to have it in the Act 
because there is no requirement attached to the con-
cessions. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, that is easy. Remove 
the attachment of concessions, but leave the training 
of Bermudians and hiring of local entertainment in 
there. That is easy. That is an easy fix. But why delete 
the whole paragraph, Mr. Speaker? And you know 
what that does? It just, it just throws up a red flag, that 
is all it does, Mr. Speaker, it throws up a red flag. 
 Mr. Speaker, we talked about subsidiaries and 
my learned colleague, Michael Scott, beat me to the 
gun. I was quite willing to let the Minister talk without 
interrupting too much because I certainly wanted to 
hear everything he had to say. And he said it very 
clearly, and he mentioned Hamilton Princess, be-
cause I think Hamilton Princess was drawn as an ex-
ample of a hotel company that has subsidiaries, Mr. 
Speaker. And I do not have a problem with subsidiar-
ies. No, no, no, let me finish. I do not have . . . gener-
ally, I do not have a problem with subsidiaries, Mr. 
Speaker. I have a company that has subsidiaries and 
the subsidiaries have subsidiaries—me personally, 
Mr. Speaker. So you know I do not have a problem 
with subsidiaries. 
 What I have a problem with, Mr. Speaker . . . 
again, I am going to refer to this document which has 
the Desarrollos Hotelco Group and several of their 
subsidiaries named in this document. All I said was 
that I have concerns. And I had to believe that the 
Minister had conversations with the developers before 
he drafted the Act. I have to believe he had conversa-
tions. So if you had conversations with the developer 
before you drafted the Act, why was this removed af-
ter you tabled it? You see, Mr. Speaker, this is what 
throws up red flags. And these are the types of things 
that can make it seem like the PLP objects to this de-
velopment.  

As I said from the outset, we do not object to 
the development. We object to some of the things that 
are in this Bill, and specifically some of the changes 
that have come about just in the last couple of weeks. 
It smells of not being ready. It smells of racing. It just 
does not smell right, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sometimes if it does not 
smell right, Mr. Speaker, things are not right. So that 
is what we do, Mr. Speaker.  

I even had one person [ask] me, Mr. Speaker, 
if these forming of subsidiaries are a way of union 
busting. That is what was put to me by a man on the 
street. I think Mr. Furbert was with me. I said I don’t 
know, I don’t know. The Minister has said that the 
same shareholders are going to be shareholders of 
the subsidiaries. And that is cool. I understand that. 
Like I said I have subsidiaries, so I understand that. 
But are they? And like our former colleague in this 
House Mr. John Barritt always used to say, Mr. 
Speaker, the Devil is in the detail. The Devil is in the 
detail. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member talked 
about why we are complaining about 262 years. Well, 
Mr. Speaker, 262 years is a long time, and we have a 
record of doing the same. And he talked about us hav-
ing 131 years. I do not know if he read the entire Act 
from 2008, but I have a copy of it here, I am sure he 
has read it, but the second 132 years was based on 
what? Maybe the Minister would like to tell us. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 It states in that Act, clause 5, it was an auto-
matic renewal, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, no, Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to differ. I will pull the Act out, I have it here too. But I 
will tell you what, I will come back to that, we can 
come back to that in Committee— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I have got the Act right 
here. Mr. Speaker, we will come back to that in Com-
mittee. But I can tell you this; it was 132 [years] that 
were guaranteed if they were in good standing. But I 
do not have a problem with 262 years, Mr. Speaker. If 
I am going to invest a couple of hundred million dol-
lars I am going to want a little lifeline to that two hun-
dred and some million dollars, I can guarantee you 
that. So I do not really have a problem with that, and I 
am sure that the Members opposite will say that they 
do not have a problem with it at all because that 
means, hopefully, that this company will continue. And 
that is another thing that we will get to in Committee 
about the company and transferring of shares and you 
know the Stipa family is not going to last forever, just 
like we will not be here in . . . well, some of us will not 
be here, Mr. Speaker. We do not know, we might not 
be here next year.  

But the thing is, that will give jobs for our 
Bermudians for years to come, so I am not too con-

cerned about that. We did it. We set the precedent 
and I am okay with that. 
 Mr. Speaker, of course I know that the Hon-
ourable Minister would tell me that there is an out 
clause that is going to be in the Master Development 
Agreement. Well we do not know that. I do not see 
any out clauses in the Bill. I do not see anything in the 
Bill that says that if the developer goes bankrupt after 
three years and we have laid three-storey buildings 
that we can take over. You know I did not see that, 
Mr. Speaker, and that is a big concern. What out 
clause do we have? We currently have 9 Beaches, 
Mr. Speaker. We do not know what is happening up at 
9 Beaches. The last I heard it was a million dollars 
owed by the developer up there, maybe it is two mil-
lion by now, I do not know. But it is sitting up there, 
what is happening with that? We know how long Club 
Med’s building sat there, Mr. Speaker. I think maybe 
Mr. Bascome could tell us exactly (I was probably too 
young), 25, 28 years, I do not know. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You know, 27 years (I was 
close). I was in the ballpark. But you see, Mr. Speak-
er, what assurances do we have? What assurances 
do we have? Now I would not want to count on that, 
Honourable Member. No, I would not want to count on 
that. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, let me tell you some of the 
things that do give us concern over here. And, Mr. 
Speaker, I am looking at a Ministerial Statement that 
was read by Dr. Ewart Brown on July 4, 2008. It is 
funny how sometimes . . . I do not know, I just man-
age to keep certain things, Mr. Speaker, and when I 
look through my files I surprise myself. 
 But Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, I will 
read a bit. This is from Dr. Brown in 2008, July: 
 “We wish to ensure that maximum information 
is shared with the people of St. George’s”(just admit-
ted by the Member Kenny Bascome who said he was 
well in touch with the Premier at the time) “and so in 
advance of any debate on the Bill we will have an in-
formation session for the people of the area so that 
they can clearly see what is planned and also express 
their views on those plans.”  

He went on to say, “Mr. Speaker, we are con-
fident that the Bill, in its current form, will survive rig-
orous scrutiny. But in the event” (key, Mr. Speaker, “in 
the event”) “that an informed body of public opinion 
requires that changes to any aspect of it are made, we 
are fully content to make any amendments required 
on the floor of the House.” 
 So you know what that tells me, Mr. Speaker? 
From my homework I am told that there were several 
meetings with people in St. George’s, the stakehold-
ers and, you know, the people themselves. Meetings 
were held. And you know what, Mr. Speaker? The 
developer was present, and maybe the Honourable 
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Member Bascome can confirm that. Has this develop-
er and this Minister and this Premier held any public 
meetings to inform the people of St. George’s of what 
they are doing? Or is the cloak of phantom-ness going 
to continue? Because do you know what, Mr. Speak-
er? We do not . . . the people of Bermuda, if you ask 
them who the Stipa family are, they will not be able to 
tell you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, they know Bazarian 
because Bazarian— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: They know Bazarian, Mr. 
Speaker, because Bazarian was out in the public and 
had several meetings with all the stakeholders and the 
members of St. George’s. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now the Honourable 
Member, Sylvan Richards, says they know Bazarian. 
Well, they know Landow too, don’t they? Oh, yeah.  

I tell you what; they know Landow a lot better 
than they know the Stipa family. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is what they know, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And Mr. Speaker, let me 
be clear. The Honourable Member on the other side, 
whose name is Sylvan Richards, and Grant Gibbons, 
the Honourable Member from constituency 22 piped 
up too and said Oh, everybody knows Bazarian. But 
let me be clear. Let me repeat, for those that may not 
have heard, a lot more people in Bermuda know 
Landow than know Bazarian and Stipa put together, 
and there is a reason for that, Mr. Speaker. There is a 
reason for that. That is how Jetgate started, Mr. 
Speaker, let us not forget that that is where Jetgate 
started . . . on that site.  

The Honourable Member from constituency 
31— 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute . . . just a minute. 
 Honourable Members, let us have some or-
der. 
 Carry on, please. 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And Mr. Speaker, I will tell 
you something else. Not only the people of Bermuda 
know Landow, the Stipa family know him too. 
 So Mr. Speaker . . . oh! 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member is misleading the House. He needs 
to substantiate his statement, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: As they always do, they 
just throw out stuff out there with nothing to back it up. 
So substantiate it. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, what would 
you like me to substantiate? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Which one? Okay. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I was saying— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: This project started . . . this 
site . . . this site came to light for most Bermudians, 
Mr. Speaker, over Jetgate. That is when it started, that 
is when it started, Mr. Speaker. Yes, the Honourable 
Member next to us says, It was? Yes, Mr. Speaker, it 
was. That is where it all started. You have Mr. Landow 
who is a casino developer/operator— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member what does it have 
to do with . . . let us stay on point. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Let us stay on point. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay.  

Mr. Landow himself, Mr. Speaker, said he was 
very interested in the site. So much so he sent a jet 
here to pick up Ministers and the Premier— 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Very good, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —to come up to meetings. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Very good, Honourable Member, 
now let us get on. Get on to the point, all right? Get on 
to the point. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It is amazing how the 
Members opposite can say, you know, I have lost my 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, that is where it started. Jetgate 
started with this site. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. 
Mr. Speaker, now if you really want me to ex-

pand on it I can. 

The Speaker: Honourable Members, Honourable 
Members, let us . . . Honourable Member, just take 
your seat a second because . . . Honourable Member, 
just take your seat one second for me, please. 

It is getting a little bit out of hand now. So let 
us . . . I want to hear the speaker speaking to me. Let 
the speaker speak to me, not to Members on the other 
side. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Well 
some of them are so good looking it is hard for me 
to— 

The Speaker: Honourable Member. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —keep my eyes on you. 
Not to say that you are not good looking, Mr. Speaker. 

But Mr. Speaker, let me say that when we talk 
about development, and the Honourable Member from 
constituency 31 gave a host of reasons why we have 
not had any development in Bermuda in 30 years, 
okay? And it goes right back to that trip. How do we 
know, Mr. Speaker? Will we ever know that there is 
anybody, any developers . . . and the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Speaker . . . you know he is going to 
cause me to jump ahead a little, he says that’s all you 
got. Mr. Speaker, you know I received emails from 
some of those developers that bid on that job. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Two. How do you know I 
only have one?  

Ah! 
Mr. Speaker, I have emails from two develop-

ers who bid on that site. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? One of my colleagues may read that email 
out to you later on. But I have said it in this House 
many times already how they thought that the process 
was totally abnormal, and how they felt that Bermuda 
was a joke . . . it was a joke. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
says because they didn’t get it. Well let us go through 
that process for a moment, Mr. Speaker. They put out 
an RFP. They had 12 expressions (so I am told) of 

interest. I can only go by what the Minister puts out in 
the public domain. And received five RFPs. Now Mr. 
Speaker, five— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, five . . . 
point of order. 

The Speaker: Proposals. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Five written submissions. 

The Speaker: Five proposals, that is what— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Five proposals, 
because this is important. The Minister received, or 
his Committee received, five proposals.  

Mr. Speaker, out of that five only two, only two 
were given the opportunity to make a physical presen-
tation to the Committee and/or Cabinet—only two.  

Now Mr. Speaker, if you owned that property 
down at St. George’s, you or any other Member in this 
House outside of the Minister, or I should say people 
on this side (because they [on the other side] have 
already agreed with what the Minister . . . you know, 
his process). So we on this side, Mr. Speaker, if we 
would have owned that property and I was looking for 
somebody to develop it in my best interest, Mr. 
Speaker—I own it, hypothetically speaking . . . [would] 
like to own it—but Mr. Speaker, five . . . five proposals 
were received. Would you not want all five, especially 
if all five—the Minister’s words—are reputable com-
panies, reputable developers, would you not want to 
hear what each and every one of them had to say, Mr. 
Speaker? Would you not?  

Why not? Why not? 
In fact, one of the developers said that [the 

government] consultant that we paid I do not know 
how much for, who the Minister said last week did a 
fantastic job, showed up on a scooter and said look, 
just follow me around for a few minutes, I will show 
you the site. After 20 minutes, Mr. Speaker, they were 
gone. What kind of, what kind of . . . you know what 
he . . . what kind of Mickey Mouse show are you guys 
running in Bermuda? I am looking at coming here to 
spend $150 [million], $200 million and this is what you 
do? And he had the money. He did not say he had it 
and after he was given the go ahead start going 
around looking for it. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am talking about Desar-
rollos Group. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, you said it. Oh, yes, 
yes, you certainly did. Do you not remember when 
you and the Premier— 
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The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Minister must recall, 
Mr. Speaker, when he and the Premier went to the 
bank and—their words—discussed many projects. But 
they did talk about this particular one on behalf of the 
developer to try and get additional monies— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. First of all, the meeting . . . 
we did not go anywhere. It was a contingency of Cab-
inet, which included myself, the Finance Minister, the 
Economic Development Minister and the Premier, and 
we met with all banks. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I just said that. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You said myself and the 
Premier went to the bank— 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And, Mr. Speaker, point 
of order, as well (just clarifying), the Honourable 
Member keeps referring to this email and this devel-
oper. Is he prepared to say who he is talking about? 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Honourable Member, carry on Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I will tell you 
what, the Honourable Member just asked if I would 
reveal his name. If he was on top of his game he 
would know that this developer sent an email— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let me finish.  

This developer sent an email to his permanent 
secretary. And there he is asking me who the devel-
oper is. And then when he sat down he said, I know. 
Well, what . . . is he trying to trick me, Mr. Speaker? 
Trying to trick me? He cannot trick me because I 
speak to facts. I speak to facts, Mr. Speaker. So that 
answers his question.  

Talk to your permanent secretary and ask him 
who the developer was. Well start doing the math. 
The process of elimination will tell you who is left. Like 
you said this morning you were not going to tell us the 
wage of your new PR person in New York, you want 

us to go find out. We will go find out. You go find out 
who the one out of the other two is if it is not both of 
them. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It is a cause of concern. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, you know why we have 
another problem [is because] we are light on infor-
mation. Mr. Speaker, we are light on information. 
 Mr. Speaker, in 2008 the Honourable Dr. Ew-
art Brown, in one of his Ministerial Statements, out-
lined what the development in St. George’s was going 
to consist of. In fact I know the Minister has a copy, 
because he told me so. He has got a copy of the Park 
Hyatt Act 2008, as I do. And in that Act the Minister 
will know that there is detail given on what that devel-
opment was going to consist of. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, as we sit here today to 
possibly give this developer a 262 year lease we real-
ly do not know what he is going to build yet. And I will 
yield to the Minister if the Minister will give an under-
taking that he will bring the Master Development 
Agreement here for us to debate before it is actually 
signed.  

See? No clarification there. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: If the Honourable Mem-
ber would yield, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Sure. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, I have already said 
publicly that we will make the MDA available, but it is 
not going to be for debate. We have never debated 
and approved an MDA. We will debate and approve 
all the leases, but we have never debated and ap-
proved an MDA. 
 
The Speaker: All right, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I will yield . . . thank 
you, Minister. I will yield. I will yield, Minister.  

Why not?  
Minister, why not? 

 
The Speaker: Carry on guys. We are not in Commit-
tee so let us . . . you will have a chance to go back 
and forth in Committee. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, and thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, because you know it is biting into my time. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, the reason I ask that ques-
tion is because on May 23, 2014, the Minister came to 
this House with a Ministerial Statement and he said 
(amongst the stomping and beating of chests) that the 
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developer is going to build a 238 room hotel, 16 resi-
dences, 24 golf villas and 16 three- to four-bedroom 
homes amongst some other things. Now the reason I 
am only highlighting those four, Mr. Speaker, is be-
cause six months later the Minister came and made 
another Ministerial Statement and the hotel rooms 
have gone from 238 to 122, the residences have gone 
from 16 to 8, the golf villas have gone from 24 to 4. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member has . . . thank you, Honourable 
Member. 

What the Honourable Member is not saying is 
that, as I explained to the Honourable House, the de-
veloper changed the management operator, the man-
agement brand. And with the change of that man-
agement brand we had a change in the design of the 
hotel. 

The Speaker: All right. 
Carry on, MP De Silva. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, Mr. Speaker. The 
Honourable Member says they had a change of 
brand. Now therein lies another question.  

When this developer was chosen the Minister 
made a Ministerial Statement and he talked about a 
matrix for choosing the developer. Guess what was 
included in that matrix? A brand name, a top-notch 
brand name was one of the reasons for deciding that 
the Desarrollos Group gets this development. Oh, 
what happened, Mr. Speaker? Six months later they 
came in and changed brands. The Minister said that 
part of the matrix, one of the important parts of decid-
ing on that developer, was the fact that they had a 
top-notch world class—his words—five-star brand. A 
five-star brand. So what happened, Mr. Speaker?  

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House by implication. The original 
brand was the Ritz Carlton brand. The developer, for 
reasons that the developer can have, changed the 
brand. And they changed the brand to a St. Regis. We 
determined that it was like for like, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, okay. I am 
glad the Honourable Member got up and said that.  

So let us take what he just said. He came 
back with different, less rooms, less hotel rooms, less 
residences, large villas . . . 20 less large villas, and 
less golf villas in 2012 because they changed brands. 
Wow, Mr. Speaker! July 17th, just a few weeks ago, 
the Minister came in with yet another change. So 
maybe they have changed brands again and he has 
not told us because on July 17th (our last session) he 
said the hotel (and his Ministerial Statement is right 
here, Mr. Speaker) is 122 rooms with a casino, 90 
condos— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Minister. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I am not going to let him put 
that out there. I have always made it clear that any 
casino on that project is subject to approval by the 
Gaming Commission. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. 
Mr. Speaker, let me go back because the 

Honourable Minister said that in December they 
changed the amount of hotel rooms, the residences, 
villas, and golf villas because they changed brand. 
Last session the hotel rooms stayed the same at 122, 
but now we have no golf villas, we have estate resi-
dences, only 6, and we have 90 condos. So did we 
change brands again from December to July, if that 
was the reason for the change? Or are we just pluck-
ing numbers out of a hat every time we decide to 
make a Ministerial Statement about a development in 
St. George’s?  

Look, I hope you have your Minister State-
ment there, I have it too. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, again, I do 
not know if the Honourable Member was present 
when I . . . and I think he was not present because it 
was early in my presentation. I laid out exactly what 
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the proposed development includes. And if he wants 
me to say it again [it is] 122 hotel guest rooms, 105 
resort residences, 8 estate lots, and potentially 15 out 
of the 105 resort residences can be fractional units. 
 The Honourable Member is a developer, Mr. 
Speaker, and it is funny because we had a without 
prejudice agreement in this thing so I am not going to 
disclose what we discussed in the meeting, Mr. 
Speaker, although they had a press conference. The 
fact of the matter is that developers change as pro-
jects evolve. The Honourable Member knows that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
was just getting out his Ministerial Statement because 
I know exactly what is in it and he was not wrong. And 
that is exactly what I said.  

My point is that I know developments change. 
But, Minister, if you are going to get up in this House 
and make statements . . . Mr. Speaker, if he is going 
to make statements, then he has got to make sure 
they are factually correct. He said the reason for the 
change in December was that they had a change in 
brands. Now, my only statement was if you had a 
change in brand (that is why the numbers changed in 
December), well why did the numbers change for Ju-
ly?  

Now, I know darn well that as a developer 
things can change in a heartbeat. But you know what? 
I am a private developer, it is a big difference. I devel-
op on my land that I buy. I can do whatever I want 
with my plans. 
 Now, if a developer is dealing with Crown 
Bermudian owned land, that is a different story. You 
cannot chop and change as you see fit. You might 
agree to make some . . . look, this is my vision and 
this is the first stab at it (just like when we have a TAF 
price in the Budget book, a first stab). And of course 
we are not going to go that way because we know 
what some of these projects . . . how they have un-
folded over the years. 

But what I say, Mr. Speaker, is that I just have 
concerns when it is first announced, it is announced 
again, it is announced a third time. Now I have to 
wonder what is going to be in the MDA. And the funny 
part is, Mr. Speaker, and you say . . . you know, the 
PLP do not support, and I am telling you that we do 
support. This is what gives us concerns and throws up 
red flags. 

Now the Minister came with an outline of the 
development on May 23, 2014. Six, seven months 
later he comes back and gives us different numbers of 
the development, different number of houses, different 
number of hotel rooms, and again on the 17th of July 
(just a couple of weeks ago) he gave us different 
numbers again. But Mr. Speaker, do you know what 
number has never changed? The price.  

What is going on? It has been $120 million 
from jump. It goes from 238 rooms to 122. You say, 
Okay, I am going to do 8 residences instead of 16, I 
am going to do 4 villas instead of 24, I am going to do 
. . . Do you see what I am saying, Mr. Speaker? I am 
telling this pattern . . . all these changes we are mak-
ing but the price has stayed the same. It just makes 
you wonder, Mr. Speaker, it makes one wonder. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, it does not add up. It 
does not add up and it gives us concern. And I will say 
again, Mr. Speaker, we want a development in St. 
George’s. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, we do want a devel-
opment in St. George’s.  
 But Mr. Speaker, it is these red flags that con-
tinuously come up. Now let me give you another red 
flag, Mr. Speaker. This same development group in 
2013 announced, and the Minister today announced a 
few developments that this particular developer has 
constructed. In fact the one in Aruba I have stayed in, 
Mr. Speaker. So I can attest to it. It is first class; it is 
top of the line. The only thing I do not like is that it is 
now part of a court case in Connecticut due to that 
Ponzi scheme—red flag, Mr. Speaker! Red flag. And 
the Minister . . .  if I were him I would be worried. I 
would be worried before I celebrate.  
 And what else gives me concern, Mr. Speak-
er, is the same developer announced on April 3rd of 
this year that they have signed an agreement to build 
a $224 million hotel in Turks and Caicos—this, after 
2012 they had announced in 2012 a $500 million de-
velopment in Turks and Caicos. So in 2012 they an-
nounce a $500 million development in Turks, then in 
April of this year they say that they are going to build a 
$224 million development in Turks, and nothing is 
started yet. Just a red flag, Mr. Speaker, maybe there 
is a reason for it. Maybe the Minister knows. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, this point of 
order is going back to the Honourable Member. I be-
lieve that he is misleading the House but I would like 
for him to confirm by producing that July 17th 2015 
Ministerial Statement. I have just looked online, Mr. 
Speaker, because I do not recall giving a Ministerial 
Statement on July 17, 2015, on this project. So if the 
Honourable Member can help me and show me the 
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Ministerial Statement that he said I gave a few weeks 
ago on July 17th. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I will stand 
corrected. It is not a Ministerial Statement, but I will 
tell you what it is— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, hang on, hang on, 
hang on, hang on, hang on. I can make mistakes. I 
put my hand up. It is not a Ministerial Statement. I 
know I am not perfect, Mr. Speaker. But Mr. Speaker, 
this is the Honourable Member Mr. Crockwell’s quote, 
and I can read it to you. 

The Speaker: Where is the quote from, Honourable 
Member? Say where it is from. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let me give it to you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Where it is coming from? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I will give . . . look, it 
even has your picture, Minister. 

The Speaker: But where is it coming from? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: From Bernews. 

The Speaker: Oh, from Bernews. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A quote from the Minister 
himself. And he says— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And I have no problem 
with the Honourable Member reading out the quote, 
but there is . . . he mislead this House in a material 
way. There is a significant difference between a 
statement given to Bernews and a Ministerial State-
ment, which he quoted the date—he said July 17th. 
That Honourable Member deliberately misled this 
House. 

The Speaker: All right. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no, no, no, no. 

The Speaker: All right. Honourable Member, if you 
could just . . . just— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker— 

The Speaker: —withdraw that July . . . the fact that 
July 17th was not the case. So just indicate that. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It was not a Ministerial 
Statement. I acknowledge that, Mr. Speaker, and I 
said . . . I have got tons of information here so . . . if I 
make a mistake, correct me, and I will apologise. I will 
put my hand up. 

But let me tell you what he did say, Mr. 
Speaker. Now, here he wants to get— 

The Speaker: And you are quoting? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A statement he made to 
Bernews, to the media . . . to the media, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay? 
1“This is a $120 million development and very 

significant to the revitalization of our tourism industry, 
the St. George’s community and Bermuda as a 
whole.”  

“The proposed development includes 122 ho-
tel rooms . . .” “a casino”—his words—“[which will be] 
subject to an application to the Gaming Commis-
sion”—yep— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

[Gavel] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But your words . . . your 
words—“and the renovation of the 18 hole . . . golf 
course.”  

There are also plans for a 90 condominium 
development and 6 estate residences, Mr. Speaker. 

So that verifies the numbers that I quoted for 
July 17th. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I have another point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. Go ahead. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member misled the House again. And he 
claims to have copies of these things on his desk. 
Well he said that in . . . so in May of . . . first of all, he 

1 Bernews, 19 July 2015 

http://bernews.com/2015/07/st-georges-resort-act/
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said that in December . . . Mr. Speaker, the Honoura-
ble Member misled this House in the statement I gave 
in December when I outlined the project and the cost 
of $120 million. When I updated this House on the 
new structure, at no time, Mr. Speaker, did I mention 
the cost in that statement. I have said time and time 
again that the development may range from $120 mil-
lion to $150 million, but that . . . no value of the cost of 
that development was stated in my subsequent Minis-
terial Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, we will get back to 
that in a minute. 
 
The Speaker: MP De Silva, carry on. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: We can get back to that in 
a minute because, Mr. Speaker, I will tell you what, 
Hansard will prove different. So I am going to leave 
that. 
 But Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
said that he did not say that on July 17th it was a hun-
dred . . . now you want to talk about deliberately mis-
leading the House? He just said that he did not say it, 
and I am quoting him as saying that it is 122 rooms, 
90 condos, 6 estate residences. He said he did not 
say that. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. I did not 
say that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Again, Mr. 
Speaker, it is important that this is clear— 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —because the Honoura-
ble Member is talking about cost of the hotel and how 
the figure changed. When we came to this House with 
the largest development, when it was 200-plus rooms, 
Mr. Speaker, 238 room hotel, in that Ministerial 
Statement there was no mention of cost. So if the 
Honourable Member has it on his desk, read it. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, if I may, 
because the point is that in the subsequent Ministerial 
Statement in December, that is the first time I men-
tioned $120 million and that was the reduction of the 
development. And that is important. I did not say in 
May of 2014 that it was 120. 

 
The Speaker: All right. Thanks, Minister. 
 Yes. Carry on, MP De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, just give me a 
second if you may, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: You have got— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I do not have a permanent 
secretary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, go ahead. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: How much time do I have 
left, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Take your time, you have got nine 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Nine minutes? 
 
The Speaker: Nine minutes, yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay, well we are going to 
come back to that, Mr. Speaker. We have got to come 
back to that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to move on. I want to 
move on because I have let the Honourable Minister 
take up enough of my time based on little (what they 
used to say in school) teeny weenie stuff, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 But Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member 
talked about us giving opposition to this Bill. Mr. 
Speaker, how short memories are.  

I am glad the Honourable Dr. Gibbons is here 
because in 2008 Dr. Gibbons said, Mr. Speaker (and 
you will be familiar with the Park Hyatt Act of 2008 
when we were giving five year concessions and one 
year concessions), that we were giving away too 
much. We were giving away too much. And it was 
echoed by his colleagues, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, you know, if we were giving away too 
much then I will be interested to hear what Dr. Gib-
bons has to say when he takes to his feet, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 But Mr. Speaker, I talked about this earlier 
and it is important. It is important that when we debat-
ed the 2008 Act—the Park Hyatt Act—Mr. Speaker, 
there were public meetings. We had public meetings. 
The Minister and also Premier at the time had con-
stant consultation with stakeholders and the developer 
himself, Mr. Speaker.  

Will the Minister, will this OBA Government, 
have public meetings and have discussions with the 
people of St. George’s that he said are so desperate? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, he is. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, he says he will, Mr. 
Speaker, a little late, but I hope he does, Mr. Speaker, 
because prior to the Progressive Labour Party bring-
ing the Park Hyatt Act in we had meetings several 
weeks, if not months, before. So I look forward to that, 
Mr. Speaker, I really do. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that when these develop-
ers come to Bermuda the Minister is going to do what 
he has to do and he is going to bring him around and 
let him spend a little time with Bermudian people. I am 
sure he will. If not, you should not be Tourism Minis-
ter. So I would . . . I know you are going to do it. 

Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, Mr. 
Speaker— 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, the Honoura-
ble . . .  

Oh! Before I take my seat . . . I know time is 
getting short, Mr. Speaker, but one of the things I 
hope that the Minister is going to do in Committee is 
explain to us how he gets this figure of $120 million. 
Because Mr. Speaker, you do not have to be a devel-
oper to do round about costs for the development that 
he has outlined.  

Now, unless the development has changed, 
Mr. Speaker, because if you have a 238 room hotel 
versus 122 and if you have 90 condominiums versus 
none, the price changes significantly. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. When I presented to this 
House the 238 [rooms], at no time did I attach a cost 
to that development. 

The Speaker: All right. Thanks. Right, I think you said 
that, yes. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The price did not remain 
the same.
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I did not say you did. All I 
am saying to you is that you have said publicly and in 
this House that it is going to be $120 million to $150 
million, and you have said it more than once. So all I 
am saying to you is I would like to hear if he has got 
any sort of inclination as to the cost, and if those costs 

are true costs. Because, Minister, the reason I say 
that is this: That developer, Mr. Speaker, is on record 
twice in Turks and Caicos—one is $500 million, an-
other one $224 million—with promise dates to start, 
and we have not seen anything happen in Turks yet. 
Nothing yet, Mr. Speaker. 

So therein itself lies the biggest of our prob-
lems in that . . . and maybe, maybe the Minister will 
tell us before we finish this debate today if there is a 
start date, if there is a completion date. Are there out 
clauses for the Government? All right? What happens 
if he gets into trouble . . . he gets halfway up and then 
. . . you know, are we going to be saddled for another 
. . . or is it going to be like the Bazarian deal?  

The Minister says no. 
Well, I have not seen the MDA on that one, 

but I have certainly seen the Act. I have certainly seen 
the Act, and the Act made provisions for outing as you 
and the Honourable Member Mr. Wayne Furbert will 
know. 

So I say, Mr. Speaker, that before I take my 
seat, I think the important things are that we do have  . 
. . and the Minister can talk about the Master Devel-
opment Agreement all he likes. I would like to see 
training of Bermudians; Bermudian entertainment; I 
would like to see out clauses, Mr. Speaker, just in 
case the developer gets in any trouble, so that the 
people of Bermuda can be assured for generations to 
come that we do not spend 20, 30 years down there 
with a monstrosity. 

The other thing I would like to do, too, Mr. 
Speaker, is congratulate Derrick Burgess, the Hon-
ourable Member, for the implosion of that hotel when 
he did it. Yes, I would like to thank him for that be-
cause I know that was a big help to the OBA Govern-
ment. And whilst I am on that implosion, Mr. Speaker, 
let me . . . because the OBA are quick to say how 
much money we spent, and you know, overspent, if 
my memory serves me correctly. We saved about $11 
million on that job, Mr. Speaker. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Seven? Oh, gee. Oh, no, 
no, no, my memory . . . my memory. The Honourable 
Member just confirmed that they saved about $7 mil-
lion. I think the technical officers gave you a price and 
he went out and looked to see what he could do and 
he actually saved the taxpayers $7 million. 

So Mr. Speaker, with that I look forward to 
Committee and us having a robust debate when it 
gets to the detail. Thank you.

 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you very much, Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 29. 

The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Community, Culture and Sport. 

Minister Gordon-Pamplin, you have the floor. 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I start my comments I 
think it is very important to underscore, in order to 
make it abundantly pellucidly clear (and that is as am-
biguous as you can come) that when the Minister 
came to this Honourable House in May 2014 speaking 
of the development that was going to come under the 
first brand that was hoped for with the Desarrollos 
Group, there was never a price mentioned. When he 
returned to the Honourable House in December of 
2014 there was an indication that the development 
budget was estimated at $120 million. So it is very 
important for this Honourable House and the public at 
large to understand that when Members opposite 
stand and start throwing out numbers and say nothing 
has changed, they must speak to facts, because we 
do not come to this Honourable House, Mr. Speaker, 
with innuendo. We have to be supported by the facts 
that we have. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other thing that the Honour-
able Member insisted on in terms of trying to under-
mine the work of the developers, that in the Turks and 
Caicos they said that they were going to do a $500 
million project and then they were going to do a $224 
million project, and then we heard from their press 
conference two days ago, Mr. Speaker (or whatever 
day it was, Thursday), that they have seen nothing. 
But Mr. Speaker, the developers had only just re-
ceived the approvals. They intended to break ground 
in 2016 so that the two projects that they have com-
mitted to building . . . they have only just gotten per-
mission.  

The same way that these projects have taken 
time to come to fruition here in this Honourable 
House, Mr. Speaker, obviously other jurisdictions also 
have their processes which must be followed in order 
to ensure that their i’s are dotted and their t’s are 
crossed in order to give the necessary permissions. 
So to say or to suggest that the developers are reneg-
ing on the development because it has not started and 
they have not seen their $200 million or $224 million 
project, I think is being mischievous. 

I think that so frequently, Mr. Speaker, we 
hear that level of disinformation, misinformation, con-
sistently and persistently coming from Members of the 
Opposition, and it is time to stop.  

Mr. Speaker, you know there is a saying 
about Chinese torture. If you continue to drop a drip of 
water in the same place at the same time for an ex-
tended period of time it is going to create an indenta-
tion. And what I believe Members opposite are hoping 
for, albeit I heard unequivocal support for a project in 
St. George’s, but it seems to me that Members oppo-
site are effectively saying, How can we grind down 
these developers? Because it does not suit their rhet-
oric, Mr. Speaker, to say that the One Bermuda Alli-
ance Government is having success in ensuring that 
there are projects coming to fruition where Bermudi-

ans are going to be able to gain employment—both at 
the outset in terms of the construction and then ulti-
mately in terms of the work going on in the actual ho-
tel to ensure that there is work for Bermudians. That is 
our mandate, Mr. Speaker, and we are going to stop 
at nothing in order to ensure that we fulfil that com-
mitment to ensuring that there are jobs out there for 
our Bermudians, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, you know the Honourable Mem-
ber in his presentation indicated that the first time we 
heard about this Club Med project was with Landow. 
No. The first time it became a proper awareness pro-
ject was with the big bang theory with Bazarian, be-
cause we were told all kinds of things. And yes, there 
were meetings and yes, there was information, and 
there was interaction and engagement with the people 
of St. George’s to say that this was the intent. And 
yes, Mr. Speaker, we all had hoped for it because as 
a country we needed that development, Mr. Speaker.  

But it did not happen, because what we found 
out after we approved the Park Hyatt Act is that the 
developer in that instance did not have the money, 
and he was actually effectively shopping around to be 
able to find money in order to do the development. So 
to make these spurious types of comments today, you 
know, it is really unfortunate. 

So Mr. Speaker, let me just say that Members 
indicated . . . the Honourable Member failed to recog-
nise the change in brand. And with the change in 
brand, obviously, there were going to be differences in 
the project. But let me just say, Mr. Speaker, before I 
even start in my stride, the disappointment that I am 
experiencing today with Members opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, if I call a meeting with Members 
of the Opposition that is deemed at the outset to be a 
without prejudice meeting and then within 24 hours 
see the content of that without prejudice meeting dis-
closed by way of a press conference, I think it is dan-
gerous, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member 
does not know what she is talking about. The Minister 
never called for “without prejudice.” We said it. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That is what I am 
saying. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, hold on, hold on, hold 
on— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Hold on. I am sorry, not you, 
Mr. Speaker, but the Premier is perking up. The pur-
pose is that we would have the ability to come here 
and say what we want on the amendment. That is 
what the issue was. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It was not about not saying 
anything. 

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, let 
me just say that when meetings are held and there 
are commitments made party to party, there is a rea-
sonable expectation that a level of integrity prevails 
within those meetings. And very clearly it was more 
important that the amendments to which those Hon-
ourable Members spoke in the public domain and in 
the press had not even yet been tabled in this Hon-
ourable House, Mr. Speaker. So what [he was] doing 
as a courtesy, the Minister went and said, These are 
the amendments that we are considering doing. This 
is what we would like to do, and we wanted to make 
sure that you were aware of what it was that we were 
going to change, that we were hoping to change come 
Monday. 

And then it just became their modus operan-
di—which is the way they operate, Mr. Speaker—to 
ensure that they put their spin on it to make sure that 
there was angst and an emotive response in the 
community to get out and say there are no jobs for 
Bermudians.  

Yes, that clause has come out of the Act, and 
the Honourable Member made his comment in his 
presentation that if there was this commitment then 
maybe it should have stayed in the Act, but it is speci-
fied in the MDA, Mr. Speaker. And while the Honoura-
ble Member does not yet have sight of the MDA, be-
cause the way these things work is that you have to 
know that you are going to have the property first and 
then you show how it is all going to develop and then 
the leases are then brought to this Honourable House 
in order to ensure that the project comes to fruition. 
So there is a chronological process. And within that 
chronological process the Honourable Minister has 
given his commitment. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether you were 
able to hear this afternoon when the Honourable Min-
ister started, but he has an enthusiasm for this that is 
infectious. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a proud day for this coun-
try. It is a proud day because a project that has been 
many, many years in the making will finally find its 
way coming down the pipeline for the benefit of all 
Bermudians, Mr. Speaker. All Bermudians.  

And Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Members 
opposite can take comfort in knowing that the scrutiny 
that this Bill has required and the input that we had to 
ensure was in place guaranteed that we would have 
jobs for Bermudians. You know we are not going to sit 
and turn our backs and close our eyes and say, Oh 
well, you know, we’ll take this out and hope that it 
goes away. Hope nobody notices. That is not how we 
do things, Mr. Speaker. We are upfront with these 
things, Mr. Speaker. And to the extent that Members 
opposite feel as though they are deficient in their 
knowledge of information, they always have PATI. 
They always have PATI, which was brought into being 
by this administration, Mr. Speaker. So when we start 
talking about transparency and openness, they have 
it. They have the ability to get whatever information 
they choose to have, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said, it was disappointing 
because the public, while they [could] have seen the 
Bill, if they were so inclined, in the newspaper when 
the Bill was tabled on the 17th of July, they did not 
have the opportunity to [look at] the amendments. So 
the only thing they had to go by was what the Opposi-
tion were telling them the amendments contained. 
And, Mr. Speaker, without the information that I had in 
front of me, if I had to listen to that presentation I 
would have been concerned. I would have been con-
cerned. But what is interesting is that what they said 
was not indicative of reality, and I think that is the un-
fortunate part because we have seen how they have 
failed on the many projects that they have done.  

So, as I said, it does not suit their rhetoric to 
see this Government succeeding, Mr. Speaker. Where 
is the hotel— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Where is the hotel 
at Palmetto? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What are these many pro-
jects the Honourable Member is talking about? 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The many projects that did 
not get built? 

The Speaker: Thanks, thanks, thanks. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I know what 
you said . . . I know what you said. 

But Mr. Speaker, my question is, Coco Reef . 
. . look at Coco Reef, Mr. Speaker. When they start 
talking about— 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Look at 9 Beaches. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —when they— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! Honourable 
Member, you know better than that. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, look 
at Coco Reef under their administration. They gave 
Coco Reef . . . they put out an RFP, received bids 
based on what they had put out, and the heads of 
terms of what was ultimately granted was so signifi-
cantly different that it caused major angst for the Audi-
tor General who ended up writing a special report.  
 Now the Honourable Member just asked me 
what about 9 Beaches. Mr. Speaker, 9 Beaches was 
one that they put out. They gave the 9 Beaches. And 
if something was wrong, something needed to be 
done further, they needed to do whatever was re-
quired. They did not do it. 
 Mr. Speaker, we came in, we looked at the 
Park Hyatt Act, we came to this Honourable House, I 
believe it was 2008 around this time of year (I believe 
it was September that we came on a special sitting in 
the summer) to be able to approve the Park Hyatt Act. 
And at that point in time every person in this Honour-
able House, Mr. Speaker, wanted to know that there 
was something that was going to go in that particular 
space. But as I said, we found out that they did not 
have any money, that the developer had no money, 
and needed to shop around to find it. We also found 
out that notwithstanding the intent at the time it was 
their . . . the Honourable Member, as Minister (I be-
lieve the Honourable Member from constituency 6), 
actually cancelled the agreement with the then devel-
oper, notwithstanding that he may have said some-
thing different in this Honourable House. But my un-
derstanding is that he cancelled that agreement.  

So, Mr. Speaker, when they started going 
down the road to development they did it with all good 
intention, I do honestly believe, thinking that it would 
come to fruition. And very clearly it did not. So I am 
just asking Members opposite to not continue to de-
flect the efforts of this administration in trying to en-
sure that this project gets up and off the ground, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that every Bermudian—
every Bermudian—should be willing to stomp the Op-
position’s rhetoric into the ground. Any right-thinking 
Bermudian would reject what we consistently and per-
sistently hear. On the one side, Mr. Speaker, they say, 
We want a development. And on the other side it is 
How can we, you know, put paid to the progress that 
is being made in this regard? And that is very, very 
serious, Mr. Speaker, because you know with . . . I am 
responsible, Mr. Speaker, you will know, for Financial 
Assistance. And you will know that people are dying 

for jobs, Mr. Speaker. They want to know that there 
are ways by which they can feed their families. 

And we know that what we are seeing in our 
jurisdiction, Mr. Speaker, is a competitive disad-
vantage that we have vis-à-vis other people who are 
in other jurisdictions who are allowing hotels to be 
built. They are giving away their shop. We heard the 
Honourable Minister say earlier, Mr. Speaker, any-
where between 25 and 40 years is not unheard of, but 
giving away the entire waterfront in terms of what they 
are prepared to do in order to get new development. 
So Mr. Speaker, we want new development, and we 
are saying we are going to give you, and we are going 
to let out the rope, but we are going to pull it back in. 
We are going to let it out a little bit more, but we are 
going to pull it back in.  

Mr. Speaker, you know, when we heard the 
Honourable Member indicate that this same company, 
the Desarrollos Hotelco Group, had committed to 
building two other developments and, you know, Mr. 
Speaker, they do not have to stay here in Bermuda 
because there are other jurisdictions who will lap them 
up in a heartbeat. So you can be assured that if we 
continue to put impediments in the way of progress 
then there is no reason for them to stay in this jurisdic-
tion. Who wants to beg somebody to spend their 
money? Mr. Speaker, they can spend their money 
willingly somewhere else. So this is what we have to 
be sure of, Mr. Speaker. 

And when we talk about 262 years . . . Well, 
you know, I think the Honourable Shadow Minister 
alluded to it. I think it is important for people to under-
stand that while they perhaps may have gone out to 
the public and tried to indicate that 262 years is a long 
time and we do not agree with it and selling Crown 
land is, you know, not on, but yet we heard . . . yes we 
did hear— 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair recognises MP De Silva. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: She must not have been 
listening because I have been the only one to speak 
on this side and I said that we support 262 years. In 
fact I gave you a little dissertation on why I supported 
262 years. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I just said that the 
Honourable Member indicated . . . the Honourable 
Member is the one who is not listening. I just said the 
Honourable Member said he supports 262 years, yet 
in their press conference his colleague suggested that 
they had a problem with it.  

He also suggested that he had a problem with 
the half—sorry, the one quarter—acre acre that was 
going to be sold freehold in order to enable fraction-
als. So that is the thing. If the Honourable Member is 
not sure, [he should] listen to himself on his press 
conferences and he might be able to understand what 
it is that he said, Mr. Speaker.  
 You know, I actually . . . sometimes we talk 
about bedtime reading. I actually went to bed with the 
Honourable Member last night, Mr. Speaker, because 
I had to listen to— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I had to listen to 
that Honourable Member’s press conference so that I 
knew that when I spoke today— 
 
The Speaker: You mean you went to sleep while lis-
tening to him. That is it, yes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I went to bed. I 
went to bed with the Honourable Member right by my 
head, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, get on to the 
point now, please. 
 
An Hon. Member: Please retract that comment. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is definitely misleading the House, Mr. 
Speaker. The Honourable Member is definitely mis-
leading the House, Mr. Speaker. 
 But let me just say that when we followed the 
precedent that had been established on the 262 years 
we recognised that this was one of the requirements 
that would have to be given, one of the concessions 
that we would have to make in order to ensure that 
the developers felt that they had sufficient tenure to 
cause them to put that amount of money into the pro-
ject. 
 Mr. Speaker, you will know that Honourable 
Member said that we continued to disrupt his presen-
tation with teeny weenie comments. And Mr. Speaker, 
I think it is important to understand that in this debate, 
and for the purposes of today’s argument, Mr. Speak-
er, we have to ensure that everything that is said here 
is clear, that it is unequivocally correct, so that there is 
no confusion, because there have been so many 

mixed messages coming out of Members opposite, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me just say that when the 
Minister also gave his presentation he spoke to the 
original RFP that was put out, the RFI, and there were 
12 respondents. And those responses were whittled 
down to five, two of whom gave presentations, and 
one of the two was chosen. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, let me just say that when 
you have 12 expressions of interest they do not nec-
essarily equate to a responsive submission. So those 
12 people looked at the possibilities. And yes, it does 
disturb us, Mr. Speaker, to hear Members opposite 
saying that people felt that we had a Mickey Mouse 
jurisdiction. You know when you are working with a 
system where your hand is tied behind your back, Mr. 
Speaker, you have to figure a way to be sufficiently 
appealing. And that is what we have done in terms of 
modifying how the Act is, but requiring—requiring very 
stringently—for those specifics to be included in the 
MDA. 
 Mr. Speaker, that is the important part. What 
is the relationship between the developer and the 
Government (because the Government represents the 
people of Bermuda)? When we heard Members oppo-
site speak to the fact of, you know, what about these 
subsidiaries, I am glad to hear that there is some sen-
sibility there that the Honourable Member, who gave 
his presentation, suggested that there is nothing 
wrong with having subsidiaries. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, they have indicated that 
they [feel] some unreadiness because of the structure 
of the subsidiaries and whether, in fact, the subsidiary 
companies of this organisation were being used for 
fraudulent purposes. 
 Mr. Speaker, that is a dangerous statement. I 
think that very frequently when things are tied up in 
court, Mr. Speaker, it is very important to ensure that 
the process works its way through so that there is 
some ultimate conclusion, and then you can comment 
on the conclusion, rightly, wrongly or indifferently. But 
when you find that something is in train and you make 
comments about it that may prove to be inaccurate . . 
. we ended up with one of the Members in another 
place having to apologise because these are the sorts 
of things that will start to undermine the confidence of 
developers.  

And when people start to say, Do I really want 
to put my money in Bermuda? It is not so much, Do I 
want to invest under these circumstances, but it is, Do 
I trust the people that are coming at us with these spu-
rious allegations, and do I want to put my money . . . 
just in case tomorrow they are in charge? That is the 
danger, Mr. Speaker. That is the danger. And based 
on that . . .  

You know the Honourable Member speaks to 
Jetgate. And let me just say, one of the things of those 
12 expressions of interest, not one came from the 
person who the Honourable Member indicated. Not 
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one of those expressions of interest came from 
Landow— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —of the 12 ex-
pressions of interest. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: What is your point of order, Honourable 
Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The point of order is she is 
misleading the House. The Honourable Member said 
not one of those 12 expressions came from Landow 
himself. Well, Mr. Speaker, I submit to you two things. 
First of all we were told that he missed the deadline, 
number one. And I think someone from that side told 
us that, that he actually submitted but missed the 
deadline, so it was discarded. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. What was stated was that he 
missed the deadline. So he did not submit anything. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, that— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. I think we are clear on that, we are clear on that. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 As I said, there were 12 responses, and not 
one of the 12 included Mr. Landow. Not one. And 
there was nothing that came about that said maybe 
this person is going to do it on behalf of or as an ad-
junct to something that Mr. Landow may have wanted. 
Nothing of the sort happened. 
 So Mr. Speaker, we were not in the situation 
of having to determine whether it was going to be ap-

propriate to even consider him, because he never ap-
plied. And so that was— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is asking why.  

Mr. Speaker, why did he not apply? He would 
have his reasons. I do not know why he did not apply. 
All I could say, Mr. Speaker, is that I know if I have an 
application that shows a specific deadline, if I am in-
terested I am going to ensure that I make the repre-
sentation within the appointed time in the appointed 
manner—if I am truly interested.  

So you know, while it might have sounded 
sensationalist and it might suit the Members opposite 
to be able to make references to that particular situa-
tion, Mr. Speaker, it just did not happen. So by it not 
happening, you know, we did not have to deal with 
whether in fact that particular individual was a part of 
the process. So it was never considered. So whether 
he flew down to Bermuda 50 times or whether he did 
whatever he did, Mr. Speaker, he was not a consider-
ation for that property. 

What was the consideration for that property, 
Mr. Speaker, were the five who had given submis-
sions and ultimately the two. And I can remember the 
actual submissions as they were presented to Cabi-
net, Mr. Speaker. Those two submissions were very, 
very difficult to have that level of discernment to say 
whether we should approve A or whether we should 
approve B. And yes, while I understand, having heard 
the Honourable Member indicate that, you know, peo-
ple had sent him notes after the fact and he did not 
indicate the nature of the emails that he received, he 
simply said “I got emails.” 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. Point of order, I certainly did. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. I certainly did. In fact I even 
called what it was. It was an email that was sent to the 
PS from this individual. So do not say that, you know, 
I did not say that, because I did. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So I say, Mr. 
Speaker, that when the Honourable Member said in 
his presentation . . . he did say that there was an 
email. What I should have said, to be more specific, 
was that he did not share with this Honourable House 
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the content of the email to which he referred. He said 
that the email was— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, what is the point of order this 
time? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The email was shared with 
the House. I said you can get it from the PS. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member . . . the PS is not the House of Assembly. 
Irrespective of that, Mr. Speaker, I am saying that the 
Honourable Member did not include with his presenta-
tion the content of the email to which he referred. And 
in the absence of that, Mr. Speaker, all we can do . . . 
he said he heard from two. But what I do find, which 
happens very frequently, Mr. Speaker, is when some-
body is not successful in their application then . . . I 
would not even call it sour grapes. I would just say 
that they follow a further process to see whether they 
can make some kind of impact on the people who 
might be responsible for making those decisions and, 
hence, the Honourable Member may have received 
the email which ultimately would have— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. I am trying to let the— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —Honourable Member go, 
but she is misleading the House.  

When she says that, Mr. Speaker, the devel-
oper . . . when they are not successful . . . she refer-
enced sour grapes, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, you are talking about— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, that Honourable 
Member did not mention sour grapes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I did not mention 
sour grapes. 
 
The Speaker: She did not. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I did not say that. I 
did not say that. 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But when she mentioned 
disappointment . . . she was heading that way. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But let us be careful— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I did not. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva:—Mr. Speaker, because 
some of these developers are listening today. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, absolutely. Absolutely. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And Mr. Speaker, 
that is why I was very, very careful. I said I would not 
say sour grapes, I would say that they would have a 
different approach to try to get some influence for 
people who they think might be able to influence the 
process. That is what I said, Mr. Speaker. 
 But let me just say that if we continue to have 
the attitudes that we have . . . we can iron out the dif-
ficulties. Mr. Speaker, we could iron out the problems 
that the Opposition has as legitimate problems. We 
can sort those out because we are all here to work for 
the better good of how we can get this agreement to 
work for all the people of Bermuda. So I believe we 
can work that out. It is just disappointing that we have 
to do it . . . effectively my honourable colleague would 
say we are sucking hind tit on this because they went 
out to the public, effectively trying to put their spin on 
what it was that we were seeing. But let me just, in my 
very final words, Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of information, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have got two 
seconds. 
 
The Speaker: You cannot have both, Honourable 
Member. Honourable Member, please take your seat. 
You said point of information and she is not taking it. 
Please, Honourable Member. Please, please, come 
on, come on. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Let me just wrap 
by saying, Mr. Speaker, because . . . how much time 
do I have, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: About two minutes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Let me just wrap 
by saying that one of the things that we cannot afford 
is for the developers to walk away, because, notwith-
standing that we are going to be required to give up 
some things, given the competitive environment in 
which we are operating, Mr. Speaker, we also have to 
know that in the absence of that hotel being put in 



2958 17 August 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Bermuda there will be no jobs. So when we talk about 
making sure that we train Bermudians, there will be no 
places to train them into. There will be nobody over-
seeing a training regimen if there is no hotel.  

So these are the things that we have to be 
very mindful of when we come and we start to spew a 
lot of the vitriolic comments that we hear both in the 
press and coming from Members opposite. Concerns, 
I accept. Concerns, I have no issue with. But when we 
hear the vitriol and the undermining, consistently and 
persistently undermining the work and the progress 
that the One Bermuda Alliance Government is making 
in trying to get this project coming to fruition, Mr. 
Speaker, there will be nobody to train if those devel-
opers walk away, there will be nobody. There will be 
no jobs, there will be no training regimen, there will be 
no additional revenue. 

Notwithstanding that the Finance Minister is 
giving up some money, right now we are getting noth-
ing, we are getting nothing, Mr. Speaker. So some of 
the concessions that will be required, there will ulti-
mately be some money coming into the kitty. There 
will be development, economic stimulus as a result of 
this particular project coming to fruition, Mr. Speaker. 
And in the absence of that, Mr. Speaker, St. George’s 
will continue to mirror the ghost town that was left be-
hind by the failed attempt of the PLP with the Bazarian 
Park Hyatt situation. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton West constituency 5, MP 
Wayne Furbert. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, for some reason the Govern-
ment has a short memory. For years they sat on this 
side and they beat up on the Government in regard to 
Park Hyatt. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, I am speaking to my-
self. Yes, I am speaking to myself. I remember those 
days, Honourable Grant Gibbons, that is why I can 
speak to them. I can speak to those matters because I 
was on this side with you, all right? I remember those 
times, Mr. Speaker, that we kept on beating up on the 
Government over and over and over. So this is not 
unusual. It is not unusual, all right? But, but— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think the Honoura-
ble Member is misleading the House, probably unin-
tentionally. The reason the Opposition was beating up 
on the Government at the time was because nothing 
ever happened. There were promises after promises 
after promises. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That Honourable Member is 
misleading the House as to that nothing was pro-
duced. Plans were produced, almost all the financing 
was produced— 
 
The Speaker: All right, great. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —and we actually knew who 
was developing the property— 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —unlike their developer. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, so the Honourable 
Member is just— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I said we complained over 
and over again. And that was the issue I was talking 
about, Mr. Speaker.  

This side of the House wants a property in St. 
George’s. It is not surprising. And it is not even sur-
prising to the Honourable Member Grant Gibbons, all 
right? So he can say whatever he wants but I believe 
everyone in this House wants a property in St. 
George’s. It is not an issue. We understand that we 
need hotels in this Island.  

And let me just say when we talk about hotels 
in this Island where there is only limited property that 
we can build on, I heard somebody say that you know 
we should . . . this Island has planning zones for par-
ticular properties, for building hotels. The Honourable 
Member Bob Richards stopped one up in Southamp-
ton when the Honourable Member David Dodwell was 
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a Minister. Warwick . . . Ritz Carlton . . . wherever it 
was. The Honourable Member knows because he was 
in Cabinet.  

My point is that the Honourable Bob Richards 
stopped a property up in Southampton, in Warwick. 
So do not talk about people don’t want hotels. The 
current Minister of Finance said he did not want one, 
and that stopped. 
 So this game about property and the not-in-
one’s-backyard has been around for a long time, 
Honourable Grant Gibbons. He would not put a hotel 
next to his property either, despite the issue. We can-
not afford his 50 acres of property. We cannot afford 
to put up a hotel around there . . . or 45 acres. 
 My point is, Mr. Speaker, this Island needs 
some hotels and we worked hard for it over the period 
of time. I was not here all the time, but the Honourable 
. . . every Minister from David Allen . . . reporting on 
first the Concession Act in this Honourable House and 
made some changes, to the next Minister, who was 
the Honourable Renee Webb, all right? And the next 
Minister, the Honourable Ewart Brown. They had chal-
lenges. So let us not play this game that the Opposi-
tion does not want hotels.  

That is the problem, I say, Mr. Speaker. And 
the Honourable Minister stood up and put innuendoes 
out there that the developers or investors are con-
cerned about the Opposition. That is what they will be 
playing. I guarantee it, Mr. Speaker. They will be play-
ing that in the next election. I guarantee it, all right? 
Their consultants are writing that script right now. I 
probably could name some consultants, unless they 
changed them. 
 So Mr. Speaker, I know the game played on 
that side. So let us not play it again. We need hotels, 
but . . . the only thing . . . and we support the devel-
opment in St. George’s. As a matter of fact we proba-
bly support . . . you are probably going to open up . . . 
we know you are going to open up the channel in St. 
George’s. That is not new. That is not new. We know 
you are going to open it up. You are not going to beat 
him . . . the Honourable Member Minister of Works . . . 
you explain about it. I know a few things I am talking 
about, that is why I got that commission. But anyway, 
that is a different story, Mr. Speaker, we are not on 
that one. 
 All I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is this: During 
the period . . . and I reminded the Ministers on that 
side of the Government that the Newstead [Resort] 
was built during the PLP’s time. I remind the Minister 
that Tucker’s Point was built during the Progressive 
Labour Party’s time. I remind the Minister that the 
Honourable Member who sits in the House, 9 Beach-
es was worked on, all right?  

Now I cannot explain what happened after 
that. That is a different story. I remind him that The 
Reefs was renovated during the good days of the 
Progressive Labour Party. I would remind this Hon-
ourable House that the Cambridge Beaches was ren-

ovated during this time of the Progressive Labour Par-
ty. So do not talk about they did not have anything to 
do with tourism or building hotels. The Newstead I 
already mentioned. And Ariel Sands, we were working 
on it, Mr. Speaker. And the Honourable Member 
Richards . . . anyway the Hamilton Princess . . . I was 
in the meeting when it took place when the developer 
was negotiating the price for the development at that 
place.  

So I am telling you that the Progressive La-
bour Party has been concerned about hotel develop-
ment for a long period of time. And there is timing in 
everything. They will never cut that ribbon in St. 
George’s. It will be cut by this side. And the Honoura-
ble Member looked at me like he is surprised. This 
side will be cutting the ribbon, unless they are starting 
tomorrow. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Even if they start tomorrow 
this side will . . . the Honourable Zane De Silva, if he 
is the Minister of Tourism, will be cutting the ribbon. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And we will invite the Hon-
ourable Member Shawn Crockwell. I am sorry, he is 
not running next time. He is not running next time. But 
whoever your Shadow Minister is, Honourable Prem-
ier, because you will still be Leader of the Opposition, 
he will be invited to the ribbon cutting because he did 
some good work. We are not knocking that. We are 
not knocking that. And we will invite the Honourable 
Member Grant Gibbons, too, because he will still be 
there as he works in a safe district.  

Honourable Member Glen Smith is not going 
to be there . . . maybe you will. I can name the Mem-
bers that are not going to be there, but there are some 
Members that are going to be there and some Mem-
bers that are not. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am not going to . . . the 
Honourable Member is going to try to put me in that 
one, Mr. Speaker, but I am not. I am just saying that 
the Progressive Labour Party for 12 years worked 
hard for tourism, and the numbers were increasing. 
The numbers were increasing.  

But something strange happened in 2006 and 
2007. And people, for some reason, forget it, all right? 
In Ariel Sands was a great developer out of Canada 
looking into the development. He had some issues 
raising the capital. I am not sure he is still involved. I 
have not spoken to him lately, so he is not involved. 
But you cannot [fault] him, Honourable Member Grant 
Gibbons. That is my point. No, I am not going after . . . 
I am saying some problems occurred, okay? 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So something happened and 
we had some problems in the tourism industry. And 
not only in Bermuda, but other places in the Caribbe-
an also. Other places had problems in attracting hotel 
development. Hence why we now have these incen-
tives of giving away the whole park because we have 
to, at the end of the day, to get developers here. That 
is the only reason why.  

If we knew we could get developers we would 
not have those 10, 20 year, 50 year leases around 
here . . . 262 year leases. So that is nothing magical. 
The economy changes and goes around in its cycles, 
and the time for the Government is the time now. So 
they have found a developer. [Member claps] We ap-
plaud you. We applaud you. But we are saying that 
we want to make sure that the Act reflects in the best 
interests of the country, all right? That is all we are 
saying on this side, hence why, when the Minister had 
us down . . .  and I am not going to say the permanent 
secretary can get up to stand and verify it. All I am 
saying is we talked to him and we said, Look, we sup-
port your Act. However, we have concerns about the 
training of Bermudians not being included and [Ber-
mudian] entertainment not being included in the Act—
full stop. 
 What is so hard about that? And if you are 
saying it is in the MDA, then why can you not put it in 
the Act? Maybe the Minister can stand up and tell us 
what he is going to put in the MDA. What is [so] secre-
tive about [this]? Hence, the concern of the Progres-
sive Labour Party. 
 We do not want to duck and weave. We want 
to draw a document up. And then once the Act passes 
everything is done then I am going to get a copy of a 
MDA sometime in November or December, whenever 
the Government wants to lay it down. That is not how 
you do it. Bring the matters before Parliament, let us 
look at it, and we can hold hands and walk it right 
down to St. George’s. We can be putting a shovel in 
the ground and helping you dig the first hole because 
we want . . . No, we will not be helping you dig the 
hole because we will be cutting the ribbon. 
 So we want to make sure, at the end of the 
day, Mr. Speaker, that the MDA reflects the wishes of 
the people and not the wishes of just the OBA. Be-
cause so far everything that they have given is like 
giving away to those who . . . I do not want to talk 
about America’s Cup. But we heard the story of a 
young lady who cannot even get a job because the 
America’s Cup can hire whoever they want. And [she] 
has a degree. They can hire whoever they want with-
out going through immigration because we put it in the 
Act. We said it. And so, carte blanche, they can do 
just whatever they want.  

Is that right? No, I do not think it is right.  I do 
not think it is right. 

 And so what we are saying is put the matter of 
Bermudians being trained and Bermudian entertain-
ment in the Act. That is all we are saying. But do not 
come here like you are some saint and saying that at 
the end of the day this side does not want develop-
ment. We do want development. We question the 
numbers— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But the Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I will take my seat. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, point of order. 
 Sorry, I was just walking out when I heard the 
Honourable Member. He is misleading the House. 
The America’s Cup Event Authority and all the teams 
have to go through Immigration for anybody they hire 
if they are non-Bermudian. They are subject to all of 
the Immigration rules that everybody else is. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well I hear that . . . I am go-
ing to have to take a close look at the Act. And if I do I 
will come back and apologise to the House. But my 
understanding is that there are certain things that they 
can go through without Immigration approval. I could 
be wrong, Mr. Speaker, and I stand corrected. 
 
The Speaker: The Minister has just said it has to go 
through Immigration approval. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, yes. I stand corrected. 
Yes, I stand corrected. 
 So the point, Mr. Speaker, is that we have 
before this House the St. George’s Resort Act and the 
Minister will bring certain amendments after this dur-
ing the Committee stage. Some we support and some 
we do not. And that is as simple and clear as any-
thing. But the actual building of the St. George’s hotel 
we support 150 per cent, all right? I am clear that we 
are happy about the development that they allow the 
Bermudians to have access to the beaches, we are 
happy that the golf courses . . . all exciting, all excit-
ing. The restaurant, everything . . . we are excited 
about that. 
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We just do not understand why, and the Min-
ister has not yet made a concrete argument, at least 
to us, of why that particular clause is now being taken 
out. Why can he not have the same wording in the Act 
as he has in the MDA? The same wording? That is all 
we are saying, why can you not?  

Let me ask the question for all these legal 
minds around here: What overrides what? The Act or 
the MDA? What overrides? Is the Act higher than the 
MDA? Because I would have thought that the Act was 
higher than the MDA. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, that is my point. That is 
my point. So it is not in there, all right? It is not in 
there. But the Honourable Minister with the signature 
of his Cabinet colleagues, as the Honourable Member 
told us a few minutes ago that Cabinet has the right to 
do basically what they want in regard to paying the 
Minister’s legal fees, that is what I heard. You can 
stand up . . . you want to say something now? No. 

So the Minister . . . why can Cabinet not make 
some changes again instead of coming to the Hon-
ourable House, which is supreme? And so you will be 
left to public scrutiny on changes, particularly serious 
changes, you made in the Act. Why are we here? Just 
put everything in an MDA and just walk away happy. 
So from now on every hotel . . . This is the message 
you are sending to them, to us, to Bermudians, that 
every hotel can now exclude the training of Bermudi-
ans and hiring [Bermudian] entertainment because we 
are doing an MDA and an agreement between us. 
That is what can be said.  

When the new incentive act comes that is 
what will be said. That is what is coming from the 
Tourism Authority, that every hotel will not have to hire 
Bermudians and— 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, that Honoura-
ble Member is misleading the House. I am not sure 
where he has gotten this idea, but there is nothing 
here which would suggest that other hotels or this ho-
tel do not have to hire Bermudians. It is simply wrong. 
He is misleading the House. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I said 
the incentive act that is coming, because the Minister 

told us (you were in the meeting) that the incentive act 
has some of these changes in it. You missed that 
meeting, ask the PS. In the incentive act there will be 
things such as this where you do not have to do it an-
ymore, Minister. Have you read it yet? 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 

The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. What the Minister of 
Tourism actually said was we— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You were not there. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member! 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: What he said was 
we are not tying some of the conditions that have tra-
ditionally been in the Hotels Concession Act to the 
actual investment, okay? The requirements will be in a 
different piece of legislation, or they will be required 
otherwise. So before there were conditions in the Ho-
tels Concession Act with respect to hiring and things 
of that sort, they will be in a different place going for-
ward. The Concession Act will be dealing with the in-
vestment as opposed to other conditions. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
Carry on, please— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: —MP Furbert. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member 
said the Minister said . . . the Honourable Member 
Grant Gibbons was not in our meeting. Now I know 
you may have some tapes down there and you may 
have listened to the tapes, I do not know. I asked the 
Minister, are there [recorders] in the room? I did ask 
him. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I said, “Minister are there 
any [recorders] down there?” And maybe the tapes 
were played and the Minister has heard them. So if 
you heard them, let me know, because I will not say 
anything in that Minister’s office ever again. But you 
cannot say that the Minister said it because you were 
not in the meeting, Honourable Minister. So let us 
move on. 

[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You know you were not in 
House; you were not in the room either. 
 So Mr. Speaker, all we are saying is that to 
make Bermudians feel at least comfortable put it in 
the Act. We do not know anything about this MDA. 
Where is the MDA? And we do not see it now. Where 
is the MDA? At least give us some type of . . . show 
us that you are concerned about Bermudians. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: For clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, the Minister 
earlier said that the MDA would be brought to the 
House. It would not be debated, but the leases which 
are required to be debated will also be brought to the 
House in the next session. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, I recall the Park Hyatt 
lease was laid in this House in July 2008 and the Act 
for the Park Hyatt with the lease was debated in Sep-
tember 2008. In other words, the leases are not ready. 
So we just want to let this Honourable House just 
pass things without even knowing what is going on.  

All I am saying, Honourable Minister, is you 
are trying to rush this job. If we do not have any lease 
how can the Honourable Member . . . how can the 
Group start building tomorrow? They cannot. They 
cannot start building until that lease is passed by this 
Honourable House, because I would have thought so. 
So the Minister said we can start building tomorrow, 
we cannot. Is that true, Minister? 
 
The Speaker: We will . . . no, no, what we need . . . 
this is what you are doing in . . . in Committee— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. I agree, yes. 
 
The Speaker: So just make your statement now. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Minister should not be 
jumping up and down, I agree, Mr. Speaker. He 
should not be jumping up and down and answering 
questions. 
 So the whole idea is that we are passing an 
Act because the Minister is trying to rush this through. 
The Minister wants to at least get it out there, but it 
gives no assurance to Bermudians about the hiring of 
Bermudians. And I know it can probably be controlled 
another way, but it gives no assurance about the . . . I 
mean the entertainers and above all the lease that this 
country is giving up to the developers is hidden in 

somebody’s closet and we will debate it sometime in . 
. .  

Sit down.  
It will be debated when we come back in No-

vember, and most likely it will not be debated until De-
cember because the House is coming back in No-
vember for the Throne Speech. Talking about the 
Throne Speech, we probably will not get to it until 
January, all right? Well we will come back for a spe-
cial session, knowing you guys, for a special thing.  
 So Mr. Speaker, that is all I have to say. I am 
expressing the concern of Bermudians overall from 
what I am hearing. And this thing about without preju-
dice, we made it very clear to the Minister. The Minis-
ter never said without prejudice. We said it to him. 
And we jokingly said we are coming to this meeting, 
but we are not holding any rights that we cannot . . . 
and we came back and talked to our caucus and let 
them know. And the caucus felt that it was wrong for 
what he was doing and that is why we went public on 
it. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you very 
much. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 24 is it? Am I right, 24, 
MP? 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Maybe I could have won that 
one as well, Mr. Speaker, but it is 25 I think. 
 
The Speaker: Number 25. Sorry, 25— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I might have won that one. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Learned Member MP 
Pettingill, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: My good honourable friend 
there, Mr. Scott, was about to jump and object, like 
that. But I am not coming down there, I will tell him 
that. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say this: I can assure the 
Honourable Member that just took his seat that I will 
guarantee you—guarantee you—that unless we get a 
hotel built, no Bermudians are going to have any jobs 
there. None. And I can tell you this: As he well knows, 
for the last 30 years no Bermudians have had a job 
there either.  
 So this degree of pontificating over concerns 
about Bermudians having jobs in St. George’s frankly 
falls a bit flat, because that Honourable Member and 
his Opposition party know full well—know full well—
that by building it, if you build it they will come. And if 
they come they will employ. And you do not have to 
pass an act of Parliament stipulating, Well you’re go-
ing to employ Bermudians and you’re going to employ 
Bermudian entertainers.  
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And I say that on this basis, because he 
asked about which would have precedence. And, 
sure, if you legislate it then you are going to have that 
embodied in the law. But the fact of this is laws are 
based on precedent. So show me a precedent for a 
development act where that was done, where it is 
embodied in the act. And do not just show me it con-
tained in Bermuda because they certainly did not do it 
when it came to St. George’s before when they were 
trying to get it done. It was not in that Act.  

They did not embody “must employ Bermudi-
ans” in that Act. Why did they not do that? Because 
there was no precedent for that and they would have 
gone on and likely done it on the MDA like anybody 
else would because those are agreements, those are 
things you say under these heads, this is what we are 
going to agree between parties. If you start to get into 
we’re going to legislate it and tell you to do this and 
tell you to do that, you are going to run into problems.  

We have to get away from this culture of 
thinking that we are now the centre of the universe 
and that we can dictate to people what they are going 
to do. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva:  Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. He said show him where it is 
embodied in any act. It is in the Park Hyatt 2008 Act 
where that part of the concessions was for that devel-
oper to maintain and hire Bermudian entertainers. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Entirely. And I am obliged to 
that Honourable Member for raising that . . . “to main-
tain.”  

To maintain—you are not asking for the same 
type of stipulation where you must do this and you 
must do that. But the point is this, the world is a 
changing place. And I can assure you that people 
have not been kicking down the door to get into our 
little gem of an Island. They certainly did not kick 
down the door under their watch to get in here, de-
spite everything they were trying to do. They did not 
do it because our competition is in the game.  

Show me the precedent in other jurisdictions, 
Honourable Member, where embodied in the law on 
the development acts it contains “you must do this” 
with regard to employment and so on, and “you must 
have this.” Or concessions, show me that, where our 
competition has done that. So if you want us to be 
competitive we have to compete. And you have to, in 

a business sense put it on the table, or make it more 
attractive than what your competition is doing.  

And this is what frightens me about the Oppo-
sition just in case one day, many, many years from 
now they do become the Government again; many, 
many years from now when there are no ribbons left 
to cut, that they do not get these types of things. That 
if you stand here and start demanding to people that 
are bringing money and development into your coun-
try you’ve got to do this . . . if you’re gonna come here 
you’ve got to do this and we have got to have this and 
we’ve got to have this . . . they will leave before they 
get in the door. And that has been the challenge all 
along.  

That is why they dealt with Mr. Bazarian the 
way that they did and dragged it out for so long. That 
is why they offered things they should not have been 
offering like grants of licence of a casino in the lease 
itself. Wow! That would have really set a good tone for 
the jurisdiction on saying we only deal with these 
things with an independent body like we set up, the 
way that it should be. 
 But I get it. They were trying to reach; they 
were trying to make it happen. He was the only show 
in town. He could not get it done. And it went on for-
ever and ever and ever during that not-so-platinum 
period.  
 You know we should be standing here today 
with a standing ovation for my honourable and learned 
friend, Minister Crockwell, because I know how much 
work—tireless work, endless work—he and his team 
(Mr. Dodwell is in the precincts) have put in on getting 
this done. And it has not been easy. And the Honour-
able Member who just took his seat stands up and 
says, Well we support it, we support it. But at the 
same time they are prepared to run a campaign of 
misinformation which tarnishes the jurisdiction at the 
same time that they are saying, Oh, we love you, de-
veloper, because maybe . . . they really think that you 
can slander, defame, call people into question on 
drunken prophecies, libels and dreams, and then 
when it is all done turn around and say, It’s the poli-
tics. I want to be your friend now? Let’s all hold hands 
and sing Kumbaya because that was just politics be-
cause we wanted to be the Government . . . can I 
come down and cut your ribbon?  

You better tie the yellow ribbon around the 
cedar tree and kiss it goodbye because it is not going 
to happen if you take that approach. 
 So when you stand up and start talking about 
these developers are involved in a Ponzi scheme, all I 
can say is, Thank God that they’re thick skinned. Be-
cause everybody— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Point of or-
der. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Thank you, MP De Sil-
va. 
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POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker. We never ever 
said that this developer was involved in a Ponzi 
scheme directly. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I would like to know what they 
did say, because that is not the first time that I heard 
that there are allegations about them being involved in 
litigation, that they were involved— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —and I did not . . . I am cer-
tainly not saying that. That is my whole point. That 
Honourable Member interpolates, Am I saying the al-
legations are true?  

That is the problem. Of course they are not 
true; they are allegations. But nobody should ever 
hang their hat, ever, on an allegation of, This may 
have some substance or truth to it, that, This may 
even be a red flag, because then you fall into the habit 
of repeating things on the basis of, Well I heard this 
and I heard that, and this allegation is here and that 
allegation is there and repeat and repeat. Dim-witted 
people just take that on, Oh there may be some truth 
in that. Incredibly, incredibly dangerous, and there is 
no justice in that, Honourable Member.  

If people get locked over it, where is the jus-
tice in that? It is all on the basis of hearsay and non-
sense. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: None of us can support that. 
So when we flash around conversations like, Oh, 
they’re involved in these proceedings and this . . . 
sure, I admit, that Honourable Member made the 
comment. I went and got the documents in question. I 
thought, Wow, there is some big lightning rod there. It 
is a civil proceeding application with at least 30-odd 
parties to it, dealing with particular items and touching 
on allegations against any number of people, even 
embodied within the document itself, saying in relation 
to the parties, as related to this development, Oh, 
we’re not really sure what happened in relation to 
them . . . but just in case, they are getting thrown in. 
That is what happens when people get sued, espe-
cially in America. You sue everybody and their moth-
er! And their mother’s company and their mother’s 
son’s company. You go on a fishing expedition. So 
that is all this is.  

Why? What is the political gain in floating 
around a document like that if it is just an allegation? 
Where does that take us? How does that make the 
developer feel warm and fuzzy? How does that make 
them feel good about coming to the Island? By even 
exposing that they are involved in that type of thing, 
how does that serve us?  
 So when we say we have concerns about 
whether the other side wants us to succeed, it is on 
just that type of basis that we have the concern, when 
those type of things are propagated. When you prop-
agate things about us on the basis of you heard this 
and you heard that, trying to undermine the Govern-
ment, that is how it comes across. And then you stand 
up and say, But we support development. But we 
want it in St. George’s. We support what you’re doing. 
And then endeavour to pick apart the Act and the 
manner and the way it is dealt with and say, Well we 
would support it, but for this or but for that. And then 
have the audacity to stand in this House and say, Oh, 
it’s being rushed.  

It is being rushed? My honourable learned 
friend . . . my honourable friend . . . he is learned, too, 
but Mr. Bascome here, ask him if he feels a hotel in 
St. George’s is being rushed. Ask him if he feels it is 
being rushed. The urgency is now! The urgency is 
now, the rush is on. 

And the good thing is this, because of the long 
hours and the time that the Honourable Minister and 
his colleagues have put in, they are ensuring that the 
i’s are dotted and the t’s are crossed. When you are 
dealing with developers, Mr. Speaker, you are doing 
business deals. You are doing a business deal be-
tween your country and that developer that is buying 
into your country’s business. It is an international 
business deal. And you have to sit down and have a 
lot of dialogue; you have to go through a lot of line 
items to arrive at where you want to go. 

And maybe in the old glory days when you 
know you were having to beat people off because 
everybody wanted to get in the door, Mr. Speaker, 
and everybody wanted to invest, you had a stronger 
position on your negotiating position. Your best nego-
tiated outcome was a stronger position. Well, as your 
country goes through challenges and turmoil, like our 
country has gone through in the last number of years, 
your position of strength weakens and you have to 
adjust.  

Maybe we would have had the luxury 20 
years ago of putting into an Act—we did not do it—but 
the luxury of saying, Well, if you want to come here 
you’ve got to do this and that, and 90 per cent and all 
the rest of it . . . we did not do it. We do not have the 
luxury of those types of things. We need to roll out the 
red carpet, and the MDA is a perfectly acceptable le-
gal business approach to dealing with the issues of 
ensuring that you get your people employed. 

Hoteliers who are going to a jurisdiction want 
to have local entertainment. They want to have local 
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employees. It adds to the attraction of the hotel. When 
you go to Hawaii you want to see Hawaiians in Hawai-
ian skirts, and so on, around the hotel because it 
gives a flavour of what the place you are visiting is 
about. So developers know that when you do some-
thing here you want to see Bermudians in Bermuda 
shorts, you want to hear the lingo, you want to hear 
the facts from people there. You want to hear local 
entertainment. That is not rocket science.  

It is quite obtuse to say you must do this. The 
developer is going to sit there and say, Well, you think 
we didn’t know that? Of course we want to do that. 
But to legislate it, candidly, is not the smart way to go. 
It is not attractive. It should not be tied up in an Act, 
and it should not be the source of all of this type of 
debate with regard to this type of thing. If you support 
it 150 per cent, then support it 150 per cent and say 
thank you, goodnight, and let us go. It is five o’clock 
now, we do not need to stay any longer on that. But 
that has not appeared to be the modus operandi of 
the Opposition. 

The modus operandi of the Opposition seems 
to be by any means necessary with the spoken word . 
. . and do not let the truth get in the way of a good sto-
ry. And if misinformation works then it works. I wish I 
did, but I do not believe in my heart that Honourable 
Member when he stands there and says we are 150 
per cent behind it, we want to see a development in 
St. George’s. I believe that they do, but they do not 
want to see it under this Government’s watch. That is 
the difference.  

That is what they do not like, [that] they do not 
control that, that they were unable to make it happen 
under their watch, Mr. Speaker. And they sure as 
heaven do not want it to happen under the watch of 
this Government. And I believe that is what it is about. 
That is what it is about. 

And I can tell you now, when it comes to what 
the Opposition has to say I have a serious trust deficit. 
So when I start hearing things like, We support it 150 
per cent, or, I have heard this, or, We can say that, I 
start to lose faith in what their real motivation is. Actu-
ally, I lost faith quite some time ago with what their 
real motivation is and the way they do things. And I 
believe that there is an element of say-whatever-it-
takes to get the job done to undermine the Govern-
ment. And I will give you an example with the Honour-
able Member that just took his seat when we talk 
about a campaign of misinformation and let us see 
what we can say and do.  

When that Honourable Member was the Min-
ister of Tourism in September 2012 he said on ZBM 
News in an official statement that the agreement with 
Bazarian . . . and, let me just be clear, that is the Ad-
dax Holdings Ltd. (which was Mr. Bazarian’s compa-
ny) the agreement with them had been terminated—
an official statement from him. That was in the Royal 
Gazette, sorry, on the ZBM News. He released an 
official statement to say that [it] had been terminated.  

He then came along on the 28th of September, 
a week after he made that statement, and said . . . he 
released an official statement to the public of this 
country—and this is my red flag when I have concerns 
about can you really believe what is being said with 
regard to certain things— 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —where he now said— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I ask that Honourable Mem-
ber to show me the official document about the . . . 
what was it? About the . . . termination . . . the official 
document. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill:  Okay.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There was no official docu-
ment. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I will table it. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Go ahead . . . if 
you could say where that comes from. 
 
Hon. Mark J. Pettingill: I am obliged for his interjec-
tion, I am obliged. Thank you. 
 So what he said . . . you heard it right there, 
there is no official document. He wants me to show it 
to him. Okay. 
 So he says he “misspoke” when he said the 
agreement was terminated. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is my point. That par-
ticular . . . I know when it was said; it was said at 
Southampton Princess.  

It was not an official document. That is why I 
said “misspoke.” It was at . . . there was a meeting at 
Southampton Princess in regard to . . . just looking at 
hotels. And I did misquote the idea about it being ter-
minated. It was at Southampton Princess. So I am 
asking the gentleman, the Honourable Member, to 
show the official document. 
 
The Speaker: All right. MP Pettingill. 
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Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: See? 
Let me tell you something about me, Mr. 

Speaker, I like to give . . . this is all designed to be a 
little evidence lesson in law, all right? It is a little evi-
dence lesson.  

And when you want to come along and say, I 
heard that so and so said this about you, and, I heard 
this, or, Oh, this guy said this that you are involved in 
this—that is not evidence. That is fish-wife’s monger 
gossip of second-hand hearsay that has no place in 
evidence. Evidence is real— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member is 
trying to go somewhere and, Mr. Speaker, you are 
aware of that. He is trying to go somewhere, but he 
knows there is some evidence out there. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member, what are you— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: He knows there is some evi-
dence out there. 

The Speaker: Carry on, now. 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. How 
much time have I got? Mr. Speaker, how much time, 
please? I am sorry. How much time? 

The Speaker: Twelve minutes. 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Twelve minutes? I can talk 
slow. It would give me more time to read it out. 

So he said that he misspoke when he said the 
agreement was terminated. That is what he said in an 
official statement on the 28th of September, 2012. Now 
let us bear in mind we are leading up to an election 
here. They want to have a development in St. 
George’s. It does not do them good to have anything 
terminated. So he comes along and he makes a 
statement to the public of this country out of his 
mouth. This is direct evidence. I did not hear this, Mr. 
Speaker. Steven DeCosta did not tell me this, I did not 
hear this right? This is directly what was said in his 
statement: 

2“Yesterday, when I spoke on ZBM news, I 
misspoke when I said that government has terminated 
the Park Hyatt agreement.” I did not say that . . . I did 
not mean that. “What I meant to say, is that the time 
period . . . has expired and that the agreement has 
lapsed. We are fully committed to a hotel in St. 
George’s. Mr. Bazarian and his team are travelling to 

2 Bernews, 28 September 2012 

Bermuda and we will be meeting with them next 
week.”  

A direct statement to the people of this coun-
try from him as the Minister. Where is the document? 

The Speaker: Yes. And just so we know, where are 
you actually reading from, Honourable Member? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: That is from the official 
press release, which is online also. That Minister 
made— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker— 

The Speaker: Just one second, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —when he said he 
misspoke. Right? That is the official press release 
from when he said he misspoke. Those are his words 
in an interview. That is his release— 

The Speaker: All right. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —in the news media. 
Okay? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order. 

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member 
said there is an official document, that is what we 
heard in this House . . . there is an official document. I 
asked the Honourable Member to lay before this 
House the official document. I know clearly when I 
said that information. 

The Speaker: Right. In a press release was it, or . . . 
? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No. ZBM stuck this camera 
in my face and— 

The Speaker: Oh, I see. So you— 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So I am asking where is the 
official document. The Honourable Member is trying to 
hide from the conspiracy or the Commission of In-
quiry. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He . . . yes, Wayne. We 
are going to do that because I will amend that one so 
we can go back to ’98 and all your crew can have a 
piece, right? Or go back to— 

The Speaker: Carry on, MP Pettingill.

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: So Mr. Speaker— 

http://bernews.com/2012/09/park-hyatt-resort-agreement-terminated/
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Happy to, happy to. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: So in an official document . . . 
in an official press release he said that he misspoke 
when he said it was terminated. 
 Now here we go . . . and now this is an official 
document from the Attorney General . . . it is entitled 
the Attorney General’s Chambers to Addax Holdings 
Ltd. c/o Addax Development, Attention: Mr. Carl Baza-
rian, entitled— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Oh, what is the date? Sorry, 
yes. The date on this one is the 20th of September . . . 
the 20th of September, a week before, and it says: 
 “Park Hyatt project” (very official looking doc-
ument) “Notice of Termination.  

“Notice of Termination of Master Development 
Agreement made between the Government of Bermu-
da and Addax Holdings Ltd.”  

And in that document—I did not hear this, I 
am giving it to you now, all right? 
 “The Government of Bermuda has made a 
determination to terminate by this notice” (and it ter-
minates Addax Holdings Limited’s rights under the 
above mentioned agreement.) “There is no prospect 
of any cure on Addax Holdings Limited’s part within 
the 30 days grace or cure period—  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —“to which the Government of 
Bermuda . . . a right of termination.”  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, yes. 
 Yes, MP De Silva. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I am just try-
ing to figure out what this has to do with the Bill, the 
current Bill. 
 
The Speaker: Right. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Just trying . . . I cannot fig-
ure it out. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, just— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: What does that have to do 
with the current Bill? 

 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Thanks for that. I think we are 
talking about the same property.  
 It turns over the page, “the Government of 
Bermuda, having terminated the Master Development 
Agreement, as amended” for a termination event. 

That Master Development Agreement, as 
amended, and the Ground Lease became null and 
void under the terms of the Master Development 
Agreement, as amended. Not lapsed.  

“In all the circumstances the Government of 
Bermuda’s termination of the aforesaid Master Devel-
opment Agreement, as amended, and of the aforesaid 
Ground Lease each take effect immediately.” No 
lapse.  

No, We’re working to get this done—
immediately! The Government of Bermuda. And 
guess who signed that statement? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: No. Guess again. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: The Member told me he guar-
antees . . . I guarantee he did not sign it either.  

The Honourable Wayne L. Furbert JP MP.  
 And then a week later— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: —he misspoke. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I do not understand . . . we 
know that we terminated the lease. I do not . . . I am 
still lost with the Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am still lost. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We did terminate the lease. 
We . . . the whole Island knows we terminated the 
lease. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: The point is this, they did not 
know that at the time, they did not know it when he 
spoke to the media in his official release (and said he 
misspoke) that the lease was not terminated. That 
was what he said— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —he did not know it then. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member, he 
has been saying it was an official release. There was 
no official release in regard to that termination. There 
was no official release. I am asking the Member to lay 
before this House the official document for the re-
lease. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Did you look? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I know you are a God-fearing 
man— 
 
The Speaker: What we— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Did you make a public state-
ment? 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member 
and Honourable Member. We are not in Committee so 
we are not going back and forth with each other, all 
right? So the Honourable Member has got up and 
made a point of order. He is concerned about the 
document. I think the Honourable Member is saying 
he is reading an email— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: No, no, I am not reading an 
email.  
 
The Speaker: Not, not— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I am reading from the official 
press release that was on Bernews— 
 
The Speaker: From the press release. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: On that date. And we obtained 
it by way of— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, just a second, Honoura-
ble Member. 
 Go ahead, finish what you are saying. 
 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I am reading from the official 
statement of the Minister that was released as an offi-
cial statement on Bernews on that day. 
 
The Speaker: Right. So it is a— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: That is what he said. 
 
The Speaker: —a Ministerial— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: He has now released an offi-
cial statement saying that he misspoke. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Okay. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: So did he . . . did he not make 
the statement saying that he . . . I think he has got it. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Just one second. 
 Now, what is your objection? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I know the 
Honourable Member is a learned lawyer, and I see 
where he is trying to question me on the particular 
words. But we are on to that. 
 But the Honourable Member said at the very 
beginning that I had an official document—that is what 
he said—stating about the termination at the begin-
ning. That is what he said. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I just read that out. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, no. That is what . . . 
that there . . . we know there is an official document 
for that, but you said that I stated that we had an offi-
cial document saying that. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Member. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: It gets lost on me. I read from 
the official document that was sent to Mr. Bazarian 
terminating the lease, and I will table that in the 
House. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: That was on the 20th of Sep-
tember.  

And then, with respect, I am reading from 
what was on the site when you look at it, and the doc-
umentation is here, that Bernews said he released an 
official statement—which was on Bernews—and he 
said that he misspoke when he said the agreement 
was terminated. And, by the way, there is no follow up 
statement from him saying Oh, that was in error that I 
said I misspoke. I misspoke when I said I was mis-
speaking. Right? 
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 He made a statement to the media on the 28th 
saying he misspoke— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —when he said it was termi-
nated. 
 
The Speaker: Okay then, carry on. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: So that is the point.  

So my point comes down to this, in relation to 
St. George’s and whether they are genuine about it. 
How can one believe a word that is being said when 
you have that type of evidence duplicity that has gone 
on by the former Government in relation to dealing 
with a lease there? 
 And it is not on the basis of I heard this or I 
heard that, because I know what it is like to be kind of 
tagged with that bosh—fundamentally unfair. And I 
stood on the basis professionally that that did not 
happen to Honourable Members on that side. People 
just could not roll up and say I heard this and I heard 
that was wrong. 
 So they need to be honest about their real 
reasons—their real reasons—for taking any objection 
with regard to what is going on here today. Let us be 
really honest about our real reasons. And is it not that 
you just do not want to see this Government succeed? 
Because I believe wholeheartedly when he said Yes, 
150 per cent we want to see a development in St. 
George’s. I do not believe for a second that they want 
to see this Government do it and the whole history of 
the matter speaks to that. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton East, MP D. V. Burgess. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me reiterate my support—our 
support—for the hotel development in St. George’s. 
And it really does not matter who is in Government. It 
is for the people of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think a lot of statements made 
here this afternoon are unnecessary, had nothing to 
do with the Bill. And people listen to us and ask, What 
is going on up there? What is really going on? You did 
this, he did this, she did this, all right? 

Some of the statements I have to speak to, 
because they were uttered here in this House. The 
PLP Government did not leave a ghost town. That 
hotel was closed in 1988—not 1998. And just like the 
OBA Government, or just like the UBP Government 
prior to that, tried to get some developers on that site. 

And you know I wish they would have. In fact, I think a 
lot of damage was done even prior to that or even af-
ter that because I remember under the Minister—the 
best Tourism Minister this country has ever had and 
ever will have, Sir Jim Woolridge, who tried to get . . . 
he had Ritz Carlton around South Shore, and that was 
stopped. He was not in favour of Club Med, and his 
reasons for that proved that he was right.  

Sir Jim Woolridge wanted quality. Bermuda is 
a very expensive place to come to and you must have 
the infrastructure to complement that. And that is why 
when the Honourable David Allen was the Minister for 
Tourism . . . at that particular point in time our hotels 
were in a deplorable state. A deplorable state. The 
plant was allowed to deteriorate. And that is when he 
introduced the Hotels Concession Act. Then we start-
ed to get some improvement of our hotels. In fact, one 
of the hotels keeps winning awards—The Reefs ho-
tel—nothing to do with David Dodwell. The staff did 
that. And I am just joking there. But his place, they 
continue to get awards and I am happy about that, not 
because he is on the opposite side of me, it is be-
cause it is Bermuda and the majority of his staff and 
he—he—being one of those who has come around 
the negotiating table, and I would say “crows” (and I 
say that respectfully) about the amount of Bermudians 
that he had working for him.  

He always gave credit to his staff for making 
that hotel successful—he and others. The smaller ho-
tels particularly had almost 100 per cent Bermuda 
employees on their property. So David Allen, he is the 
one. And I am not saying it because it was PLP; it was 
needed at that time. The hotels realised it was needed 
because they improved their plant, they improved their 
hotels. 

But this information . . . and I have heard 
about misinformation and I have heard about a trust 
deficit. You know, Mr. Speaker, we have to question 
this Bill and it is because of the short history that the 
OBA has, not a really great history on certain things, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, yes, we have to question wheth-
er you have the number of staff in the Bill. Now I 
agree it should not be in the Bill. It should not be. We 
all should take for granted that if you are coming to 
operate in Bermuda you will take Bermudian staff 
where they are available. That is what you are sup-
posed to do. We should not have to put that in any 
Bill. But the reason why we question it, Mr. Speaker, 
is because earlier this year (or was it last year? time is 
going so quick) they  made an agreement with Pink 
Beach that they can bring in 50 per cent employees 
from overseas—non-Bermudians—to work in that es-
tablishment, when Pink Beach was another one of the 
properties that had a very high percentage— 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker, if the Honourable Member will allow it. 
 Thank you. 
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The Speaker: Do you want a clarification? All right, 
yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The clarification is that it 
was not that they were given permission to bring in 50 
per cent. The position was that they had to employ at 
least . . . 50 per cent on that site had to be at least . . . 
I mean . . . I am sorry; 50 per cent had to be Bermudi-
an. That was a minimum. So it was not like you can 
go and bring in 50 per cent foreign. We guaranteed 
that 50 per cent had to be—at a minimum—
Bermudians. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you for that 
clarification. But that even makes it worse.  

You should not have had to even stipulate 
that. You are coming to Bermuda, Pink Beach is one 
of those that had a majority of Bermudian staff, way 
up in the 90’s . . . 90 per cent plus Bermudian staff. A 
lot of those hotel staff came from Harrington’s Bay.  I 
know them. My cousins, my relatives worked there, so 
I know the history of that property having Bermudians. 
And when we have got to stipulate in any agreement 
going forward that you are going to hire 100 per cent 
Bermudians or 90 per cent Bermudians—we should 
not have to put it there. You come here to operate; we 
have people here that are unemployed. That is who 
you hire.  

Now if they are not available we understand 
that. I do not have to repeat that. If you do not have 
them here you have to go somewhere else. So we 
have to question that. 

And even, you know, when you put in this Bill 
about the entertainment tied to the payroll tax and 
then you take it out, that raises a lot of questions, 
eyebrows and everything else. Why would you take it 
out when you have it in there? Okay, fine; you are 
guaranteeing some training, and you have that even 
in collective bargaining agreements, training is in 
there, you know. So why would you want to take it 
out? I mean to me, from the start, I would not have put 
it in there in the first place, but once you put it in there, 
now you want to take it out? Certainly we have to 
question that, Mr. Minister. It does not look right to do 
things like that. It does not look right.  

Even though I understand you want to sell, 
what, a quarter of an acre of property, and I know that 
freehold cannot go over this 262 years, I understand 
that. But that is not something that has been brought 
here before, that is something new. You brought 
something here and you said now why would you put 
that in there. I mean, if that was so important it should 
have been in this draft. So do not get all bent out of 
shape because we are questioning whatever is in the 
Bill, your amendments. That is our duty, to question 
what you have in here. And one has to respect that. 

Now why do the questions come up? Each 
time you came here and made a presentation about 
the hotel the rooms or something in the makeup of the 
rooms changed, condos, residences, all right? And 
yes, there was one time I think you did say (and cor-
rect me if I have got it wrong) that it is 120 rooms and 
it is $120 million, something to that effect. Well I know 
that cannot work because it was 120 plus so many 
more condos. I mean if you are going to build a five 
star property it costs you a million dollars a room. So 
that is only 120 rooms for $120 million. That is not all 
the money that is going to be needed for that project.  

I think in the Casino Bill . . . I know my cousin 
Pettingill is going to help me out there. I think in order 
to be considered for a casino licence you have got to 
have, I think, it is 200 rooms. So we have got $120 
million. That will not give you a 200 room hotel. It does 
not.  No statement to the fact has been about . . . as 
far as the other monies that are going to be needed. 

Now another reason why we had to question 
about Bermudians is, you know, when this Govern-
ment did the improvements at Heritage Wharf they 
came in this Honourable House and made a public 
statement that when they hire staff for that project it is 
going to be 75 per cent Bermudians and 25 per cent 
non-Bermudians. Well what did you actually get? Sixty 
per cent Bermudians and 40 per cent non-
Bermudians. So you have to question these things.  

Are you going to hire Bermudians? Because 
what you practice is not what you preach. That has 
been proven. So do not get bent out of shape. Come 
here and tell the truth, tell it like it is. I even hate to say 
tell the truth, just come here and be honourable. That 
is probably the proper parliamentary language we 
should be using. 

I really did not like the way they were insinuat-
ing about Bazarian. When Bazarian came here, Baza-
rian had included in his proposal a sewage plant, not 
only for the hotel but for the town, to complement the 
town of St. George’s. And he met with the people. I 
think he met with Kenny more than anybody. I do not 
think Kenny would have had it any other way. You 
know, I said “Kenny” (Kenny knows who I am talking 
about). If I was to say Mr. Bascome then I would say 
what I have to say, but . . . Mr. Bascome, yes, he is an 
Honourable Member like all those up here. But you do 
not have to tell me that.  I was brought up to respect 
everybody, and I continuously do that. 

Mr. Speaker, when we talk about the conces-
sions on toilet paper and everything else, you cannot 
give that concession to one hotel and not the others. 
They are all in competition together. So you give that 
concession to the new hotel coming in, you do not 
think that the Honourable former Member, David 
Dodwell, and the rest of them are not going to ask for 
it? They are competing on the same field. You have 
got to give it to them. I mean anybody would tell you 
that. You cannot give favour to one over the other.  
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And the estimate that they said when it was 
questioned that it was . . . I think a statement came 
out that it would be a cost savings of about $30 mil-
lion. I think that is a bit low. Not cost savings, but what 
. . . cost savings to the hotel. That is real low. And 
yes, a lot will depend on the occupancy of the hotel. 

The Honourable Minister, Mr. Crockwell, said 
Bermudians need to work together. And he is right. He 
is right. But it must start from up here, and it must start 
where you accept the questions that are being asked 
about this Bill, and the reason why you must look at 
your history, your very short history, and you should 
understand, Okay, they are going to ask these ques-
tions. Look what we have done, we have denied . . . 
we have made statements in this session, you know, 
from 2012. And you have not lived up to what you 
said. So you get what you get. 

Now Mr. Speaker, I would hope that in the, 
whatever, memorandum they sign or Memorandum of 
Understanding that they have, that they do not agree 
that they need to bring in all these employees from 
overseas. Because let me say when Correia Con-
struction built Heritage Wharf in Dockyard they only 
had two work permits. That shows you the depth of 
the skill that we have on this Island. We do not have 
to go outside all the time because we send our chil-
dren away to school and they are saying, Why should 
I come back? Because I have always got Bermudians, 
and, in particular, black Bermudians. They have got to 
jump through hoops here and there in order to get the 
job. It should never happen, but that is what is experi-
enced in this country today. And we need to stop it, 
Mr. Speaker. 

So Mr. Speaker, I would just hope that any 
other person who gets up to speak on this Bill will be 
very constructive and objective. And I hope the an-
swers will follow suit. Not getting up talking about the 
trust of the PLP is in question. We can say the same 
thing there. But I am not here to play tit for tat. I 
stopped playing those games when I was 17 . . . that 
was a couple of years ago, you know. 

The thing is, it is our duty to question and de-
bate any Bill in this House without it being personal. 
And we need to stop that and let us get on with the 
business, because it is wasting a lot of time up here. 
The questions are valid questions because of your 
history. I am not responsible for your history. You 
write your own history, and I think you have to answer 
accordingly. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 14, MP Glen Smith. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you and good afternoon, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Good afternoon. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: I stand here, first of all, because I 
want to applaud the Honourable Minister of Tourism 
Development and Transport, the Honourable Shawn 
Crockwell, and also our Cabinet Ministers and the 
technical officers, and also members from the BTA. I 
applaud you because it has taken a lot of work and a 
lot of perseverance and we are proud that Desarrollos 
will be the developer for the St. George’s site. 
 Mr. Speaker, in my opinion, this is the most 
important new hotel development project we have 
seen in Bermuda for the last 40 years—the most im-
portant. It is the vast property that they have had to 
work with. This Government was committed and made 
an election promise to create jobs. And no, it has not 
been easy. No, it has not come overnight. But it is 
gradually starting to work, trickle its way in. And this 
will have a major impact on the residents of St. 
George’s, its people, and on the hiring of Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to cast my mind back, 
because I remember the Holiday Inn hotel. [I was] 10 
years old. My treat was if I went to Sunday School I 
would be able to go to lunch down at the Holiday Inn 
because it was one of my favourite restaurants to go 
to. And if my mind serves me correctly I believe that 
the restaurant was either on the sixth or eighth floor, 
which at that age I found it phenomenal to be able to 
be up so high and look out over the channel.  

From then it went to the Loew’s hotel. I also 
remember being in my courier business at the time (or 
working for a courier business at the time) where we 
used to go and collect courier packages and what 
have you and deliver packages that were brought in 
there. The main thing that I guess I am trying to get at 
is that that road that ran up from the city of St. 
George’s up to that hotel, there were always tourists 
walking up and down that street, always walking. 
Where it gets really narrow (sorry, I do not know what 
the name of that Lane is offhand, I do not remember) 
it was always tough to negotiate to be able to get up 
through there because of the amount of guests that 
we had staying at that hotel at that time.  

And then it led to the Club Med. All I can really 
remember about the Club Med was that there were 
beads or whatever to either get a drink or to get some 
food and some entertainment. 
 But anyhow, the site has been, as we all 
know, abandoned essentially for the last 27 years, or 
perhaps even longer than that, given what the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 5 (who just sat 
down) said.  
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to reiterate that the 
Desarrollos development group is a reputable family 
and business. I Googled them. I am aware of all the 
hoops that you have to go through with the BMA to-
day, KYC and what have you. And I just want to reit-
erate what the Minister said. They had to go through 
all those hoops to be able to get to where they are, to 
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be able to form a company in Bermuda. We also 
learnt that they have already had three Marriott hotels 
in the Caribbean, in Turks and Caicos and one in Aru-
ba (which is the Ritz). But I think the feather in the cap 
for us is being able to score, or be involved, with the 
Starwood Hotels, which is the St. Regis, which is the 
crème de la crème up with the Four Seasons Hotel. 

The Desarrollos Group have invested more 
than 50 per cent of their own money, or equity, so 
they put real skin into the game. It is there, the cash is 
there. And also we are very fortunate to have the 
Bank of Butterfield to be able to support them with 
additional financing for the completion of this project. 
The total investment for this 124 acre property is be-
tween $120 million and $150 million. It is not any 
small change to laugh about. And the good news is 
that the residents of Bermuda will have access to this 
hotel, the residences, and also the golf course, obvi-
ously, once it is completed. 

My understanding is, Mr. Speaker, that once 
this Bill is passed this afternoon, or this evening, that 
the site will start to have preparations for this year 
which will create jobs. And the type of jobs that we are 
talking about are excavating jobs one would see to 
start off with. So I would assume that the likes of the 
D&J, my Honourable Shadow Tourism [Minister] from 
constituency 29, Island Construction, has a fine com-
pany, and would also be bidding for those works. 
Likewise, Bell’s Excavating; Dynamic, you name it. 
But it is going to take Bermudians to be able to be part 
of the excavating part of the job, and also there will be 
truckers that will have to remove the rubble and what 
have you.  

Mr. Speaker, construction will then commence 
in 2016. It is obvious, as we have learned today, that 
there are going to be several phases. But the first 
phase is 122 rooms, which are going to be down near 
the beach, which is totally different from where obvi-
ously it is today. So it will be closer to Fort St. Cathe-
rine’s. Then there will be golf villas, and then there will 
be residences and possible fractional units. There will 
be an additional 100 plus units to add to the pool. 

I also understand there is a two-and-half to a 
three-year aggressive time table for the first phase, 
which is pretty aggressive. And the good news is that 
they will be hiring contractors, such as cement com-
panies, because you will not be able to carry wet ce-
ment from the US or where it is coming to Bermuda, 
that will either have to be SAL or Bierman’s or Hunt’s. 
Also they will have to purchase cement block, sand 
and what have you. Hire electricians, plumbers, 
HVACs, companies, drywall companies and so on, 
and painters. 

Mr. Speaker, the Desarrollos Group will also 
upgrade the golf course. We know this golf course has 
been laying fallow for the last several years, with the 
exception of the Honourable Member Bascome who 
occasionally goes out there with a lawnmower and 
cuts it himself . . . or a hoe. But unfortunately he had 

his hoe and tools stolen last year, I believe about this 
time. So I think that has ceased. But he has done his 
best to try to help clean out the part of the golf course 
he can. 

The good news, once again, is the general 
public will be able to have access to the golf course. 
Obviously there would probably have to be a fee that 
the general public would have to pay. But the good 
news is it is not going to cost us, the taxpayers, to run 
that golf course. That will be borne totally under this 
new group—the St. Regis group. 

Mr. Speaker, for the first time we will have a 
five star hotel here and a recognised name brand. 
And when you have a recognised name brand you get 
a clientele list that is unbelievable. This afternoon I 
googled what Starwood Hotels have. And if I can just 
read it to you, Mr. Speaker, I wrote down what I got off 
the website.  Besides St. Regis they have The Luxury 
Collection, the W Hotels, the Westin Hotels, Le Mé-
ridien Hotels, Sheraton Hotels, the Tribute Portfolio, 
Four Points, Aloft Hotels and Element Group. 

The way that people travel today is they like to 
go to a recognised hotel. They know what they are 
going to get. To reiterate, the Minister says people 
google [Bermuda], they look for St. Regis, it is not 
here; they look for Four Seasons, it is not here. But 
now when they google they know they are part of this 
chain because at the end of the day people are used 
to standards and they know what they are going to get 
when they go to St. Regis and they know what they 
are going to get, when they go to Four Seasons and 
also the Marriott hotels. 

As we have learnt this afternoon, they are 
committed to hiring Bermudians and training Bermu-
dians under the Master Development Agreement. 
There is potential employment by the hotel of between 
250 and 400 staff members, which would be either 
through maintenance of the hotel, the hotel residenc-
es, the golf course and so forth. Also we have to re-
member the economic impact that this will have on 
our local utility companies, such as Logic, BTC, 
BELCO. And there are wholesalers, because these 
hotels will have to buy food for their guests. So the 
Butterfield & Vallis, the BGA and the Vikings of the 
world will also be able to be suppliers to this hotel. 
Likewise wholesalers such as Gosling’s and Burrows 
Lightbourne, and so forth, will hopefully be able to win 
some of those contracts too. 

The other side of it, Mr. Speaker, is you will 
always need supporting companies, i.e., security 
firms, air express firms, shipping firms, like Bermuda 
Container Line, or Sea Venture Line, that will have to 
bring goods to Bermuda. They all employ Bermudi-
ans. So the multiplier fact is that it will hit those Ber-
mudians’ pockets. It is not going to be exported any-
where, the money will remain here. 

I guess, Mr. Speaker, the greatest news for 
this development is the economic impact that it will 
have on the Town of St. George’s. As we know . . . we 
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believe . . . we know it will revitalise the Old Town. We 
will have overseas guests that will be shopping, eating 
and spending US dollars or foreign dollars in St. 
George’s. And, Mr. Speaker, what does this do when 
you know there is an event that is about to happen 
that is going to increase business? Generally speak-
ing, businesses start to invest money back into their 
plant. And I can bet you that there will be several 
businesses that will be reinvesting in their plant so 
that they can build themselves up to standard to be 
able to attract the foreign guests that come down to 
be in their restaurants or their shops for shopping, 
what have you. 

Mr. Speaker, let us not forget about the taxi 
drivers, our good ambassadors, and tour operators. It 
will increase their business. Perhaps taxi drivers will 
be looking for more drivers, because you have to be 
on the road for certain hours of the day, and, yes, 
maybe they will be out looking to increase their fleet. I 
do declare my interest being a director of a car busi-
ness here. 

Also Mr. Speaker, St. Regis will need to hire 
non-Bermudian staff as these individuals will have to 
train Bermudians at the standard that St. Regis has. 
And those non-Bermudians will have to rent apart-
ments, and, yes, they will probably rent apartments, 
hopefully, in St. George’s. That will help the people 
that own those homes that have not had them rented 
in a long time because not much has happened in St. 
George’s for a very long time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing today I am standing in 
St. George’s colours. No, we did not win the Cup at 
Cup Match, but this is a far bigger victory for my fellow 
St. Georgian friends when, finally, they come to real-
ise that revitalising St. George’s has been our priority. 
And once again confidence is shown in Bermuda and 
its Government for bringing on huge investment to 
Bermuda. As we have seen with the Hamilton Prin-
cess, Beach Club, Pink Beach, Ariel Sands, and let us 
not forget about the America’s Cup. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 15, MP Walter Roban. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 We have heard quite a bit today, certainly, 
about this Bill and about the significance that it is 
bringing to the country. You know, I will repeat it just 
for the record, but, certainly, on this side we are in full 
support of a development of a hotel in the St. 
George’s community. It is an effort that we worked 
hard on when we had the responsibility to attempt to 
bring in. I had some role in trying to make that hap-
pen. And it was something that we desired for the 
country, not just for St. George’s, because having an 
additional hotel, a brand new property added to the 

Bermuda mix just adds a little something to the inter-
national and local confidence in the economy. It cer-
tainly will bring jobs to a number of people. 

I was having a discussion with someone 
about this recently, because people are interested in 
what is happening in St. George’s. It is certainly a fact 
that St. George’s is one of the few parishes in Bermu-
da where at one point most of the residents of St. 
George’s worked in the parish. That is only a circum-
stance that is duplicated here in the central area and a 
few other areas in the Island. But that is one area 
where the majority of citizens who lived there, be-
cause of the hotel development, because of the activi-
ty in town and even with the airport and other features 
in the area, that they benefit economically with literally 
not having to come across the bridge.  

I am sure St. Georgians appreciated that ex-
perience for themselves. So to have not had that ex-
perience for almost 30 years has meant a change in 
their lifestyle, a change in their way of life, which has 
been unsettling. Even having a cruise ship in St. 
George’s does not duplicate that experience. Having a 
fixed, visible, structure like a hotel in St. George’s will 
bring back some of that quality of experience to the 
people of the east end. It is good to see.  

In just segueing slightly, because we are talk-
ing about tourism in St. George’s to some degree as a 
part of this Act, there are some who are going into the 
residential tourism in St. George’s, developing the 
very quaint and beautiful houses in the St. George’s 
area, in particular in the Town, into being visitor prop-
erties. It is wonderful, taking on a tradition established 
by [Aunt] Nea’s Inn essentially years ago and now 
turning residences into the same quaint, Bermudian 
hospitality and . . . and like St. George’s is ideal for 
this sort of hospitality.  

If you go around the world and you experi-
ence that type of tourism you know St. George’s is 
perfect for it. So adding a hotel to that mix will certain-
ly bring an injection of activity into the Town economi-
cally. I am of the view, frankly, that the departure of 
the hotel certainly had its effect. But I believe that the 
business community has done more damage by de-
serting St. George’s and thus removing a lot of em-
ployment out of St. George’s over the past 20 or 30 
years than by some other things. That hotel will be 
important to bring that back and that will be good. A 
lot of the big retailers who had stores there and even 
smaller ones have left and have not maintained a 
presence, and that employed a lot of people. 

 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, in the Chair]  

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: So we know that a hotel, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker, will bring a lot of that quality 
back. There will be renewed confidence in the town 
for some of the even local investors to come back in 
and bring their faith back into the town. 
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 There is no way that anyone on this side, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, is against that process. 
There is no way. There has been some suggestion on 
the other side that we are, but those suggestions are 
rubbish, outright rubbish, because our efforts to bring 
not only that but other things, such as a yacht port and 
other things like St. George’s, are a part of the public 
record. 

Former Premier Brown, I know, went to St. 
George’s and talked to them about, If you’re not going 
to widen the Town Cut (and I speak about this in the 
context of us going through this process of bringing 
visitor activity back to St. George’s, with the St. 
George’s hotel) . . . if it is a question of my context, 
that is what it is all about. There has been much effort 
by previous administrations to bring some of that ele-
ment back to St. George’s. Now we hear of talk about 
the Town Cut possibly being widened. Well, we will 
see. But certainly there has been a strong lobby 
against that up until recently. 

So, be that as it may, we support a develop-
ment of a hotel in St. George’s, and there should not 
be any doubt about that. But the Honourable Mem-
bers on this side, the Honourable Member who sits in 
constituency 29, the Honourable Member who sits in 
constituency 6 who has represented our voice strong-
ly around tourism and economic development, has 
met with the Government and raised issues that we 
are concerned about. Not that the whole Bill was a 
problem; but there were some specific clauses in this 
Bill that we felt . . . and changes.  

Now I heard the Minister make some sugges-
tions about whether it was appropriate for our Mem-
bers to disclose the contents of the meetings that he 
had with our Members last week or a week before 
about the Bill. I do not understand why the Minister 
raised that point, because what he was doing was . . . 
because there was no opportunity to present further 
amended . . . perhaps an amended Bill in this House 
prior to now. The amendments that he wanted to bring 
here were substantial enough where he felt a need to 
have a discussion with Members of the Opposition. 
That is fair game. But those were amendments to a 
public Bill, so the fact that we went public with our 
feelings on the Bill— 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —on the amendments, is actu-
ally appropriate. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Will you take a 
point of order? 
 Thank you. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. What the Honoura-
ble Minister did in the meeting with them was to give 
them the courtesy of going through the amendments. 
The process that obtains in this Honourable House is 
that if amendments come to a Bill, yes it is a public 
Bill, but those amendments can be made on the floor 
of the House. There is no requirement for the Minister 
to go and have a conversation with Members of the 
Opposition. And he could have done that. However, in 
the interest of cooperation and collaboration he elect-
ed to reach out prior to. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Member? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member’s 
comments are fine, but the Honourable Member is not 
the Minister. I understand what the Minister was do-
ing, and I do not understand the rationale of the point 
of order because all I was saying was the fact that 
those amendments we made public . . . those were 
amendments to a Bill that was already tabled. So 
there was nothing to be secret about what the Gov-
ernment was proposing.  

Why should we have not disclosed how we 
felt about what the Government was doing? This 
House was not open, so it made sense for us to make 
our position clear. The House was not in session. We 
had strong enough feelings about what the Minister 
was bringing and we felt a duty to make it public. That 
was not going to stop the process in the House. But 
we have a duty to the public. We have a duty to make 
it clear what our position is on all things.  

Now, if the Minister feels differently about that, 
that is fine. But we have a duty to the public of this 
country. And it does not in any way change what the 
Government is going to do. So what our Members did, 
that was our interpretation of the amendments and the 
Minister came and explained what those amendments 
were. So the process fulfilled itself. There was no 
damage to the process, there is nothing wrong with 
what we did, it was our fulfilling our duty as the Oppo-
sition, and they would have done the same thing if 
they were in our shoes. So you know . . . enough of 
that. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, this is about a num-
ber of things. This is about disclosure. This is about 
jobs. This is about ensuring sustainability of a quality 
of tourism that we as Bermudians would like to see 
back in this country. This is also about ensuring that a 
development happens. That is what some of what we 
hear is about. And we feel we are playing a credible 
role to that just as much as the Government must fulfil 
their role.  

For many months now we have been going 
through this process with the Government, having 
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statements made. We heard in December 2014 that (I 
believe it was 2014) it is going to happen. You know, 
before the House closed down in Christmas there was 
a grand statement made by the Government about 
what was happening down at St. George’s. Then 
things seemed to move a bit early in the year. Now 
that does not include all the other drama that was go-
ing on at the time, but the Members on this side raised 
points and questions because the Government’s rec-
ord on some of its activity just has not been con-
sistent.  

And the Government’s obligation that it has 
made to the public, and promises that it made, par-
ticularly around tourism, particularly around the econ-
omy, have not met the public expectation. So we 
stand here making sure that that is properly held to 
account, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 So when we talk about and raise the points 
about the Desarrollos Group, that is because up to 
this point, and even during the period upon which their 
name became the most prominent in the scope of re-
sponsibility for this development, we have had little 
information about them available other than from the 
mouth of the Minister.  

Now, I raise this point particularly because the 
property upon which this development is seeking to be 
started is public land. It is not a Fairmont. It is not a 
Sonesta. It is not the numerous other properties in this 
country, Madam Deputy Speaker. It is public land. It is 
a substantial amount of public acreage of considera-
ble value and considerable importance to the country. 
So from the standpoint of us and even the standpoint 
of the Government there is a greater responsibility of 
disclosure, Madam Deputy Speaker.  

There is a responsibility for disclosure. And in 
my recollection most developers who have sought or 
pursued an opportunity to develop that land . . . there 
was full public disclosure of who they were and what 
they were doing at all times in the past, even under 
the previous United Bermuda Party administration. 
This is the experience that I have seen. 

This is the first time that there has been al-
most secrecy around who was doing what, where and 
how. And that raises questions. That is why the red 
flags [mentioned] by the Honourable Member who sits 
in constituency 29 have been raised. To not know who 
the Desarrollos Group was until very recently . . . we 
did receive information today about who the share-
holders are of the company that is based in Bermuda. 
Prior to that, the one reference (perhaps you can go 
online and see who Walter Stipa is, but that had noth-
ing to do with Bermuda) was a court action in the 
United States. That is about the only place you could 
find anything about who this particular person was. 
And even if you came with the questions, they would 
not give you any information. If you were relying on 
the Minister who has made statements, he was the 
only source of information, the Honourable Learned 
Member. So those were the questions. 

Now why should we have to table parliamen-
tary questions on an issue of such public importance? 
The Government, if they are proud of what they were 
bringing to the table, should have been overflowing, 
literally, with information. But we have only just now 
begun to get the information that we have been asking 
for for months about who is doing what and where and 
how. I am not going to get into some of the other is-
sues that have arisen, but members of the public must 
understand the rationale of why we have taken such a 
strong position on the content of this Bill. Disclosure, 
which has been lacking, around who Desarrollos is; 
the vision for the property . . . perhaps that will now 
begin to see the light once this Bill, if it ultimately 
passes the Legislature. But there has been a lacking 
amount of disclosure in the context of this being public 
land.  

That is the position. And I have said this be-
fore in this House, I am not saying anything new. This 
is not Southampton Princess, this is not other privately 
held property, Hamilton Princess, this is substantial 
acreage of public land. This is a public asset that is 
going to be turned over for hundreds of years to 
someone else to control and to use at their leisure. 
And so the public, in our view, require disclosure and 
should have it. 

Now the Honourable Learned Member who is 
responsible for Tourism has made a commitment that 
there is going to be more disclosure with more infor-
mation and a sort of connect with the developer and 
the community of St. George’s and by virtue of that 
Bermuda. I hope that comes, because up to this point 
that has not been the experience. It has not been, as 
with other experiences with this particular property [as 
it] has gone on. 

Jobs. We have been hearing from December 
2012 the OBA commitment to jobs. They are already 
about 2,000 jobs in the hole. As a matter of fact, if one 
talks about hotel development, we are still way ahead 
of them when it comes to investment in tourism hotel 
development during our 14 years in there too. And I 
grant they have only had two years and perhaps they 
will have some more success in this area, but we 
have hotel development under our belt as what we 
have contributed to the country, plus the amount of 
money that the Hotels Concession Act, which, of 
course, deserves to be reviewed and renewed and 
amended, if needed, to meet the modern times. 

I totally agree with the Minister’s point on that. 
If this Act no longer represents the conditions that the 
market for hotel investment represented, fine. It repre-
sented what was good for the year 2000. If it now 
needs to be changed to represent the era going for-
ward, bring the amendments. I would have hoped that 
you would have brought the amendments, Honourable 
Member, in the past two and half years. Perhaps 
those changes needed to be made already. But I have 
not heard much about that up to this point. Now there 
is talk about changing the Hotels Concessions Act. 
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Well, if that has been an impediment to the past two 
and half years of investment, bring the amendments. 
We certainly will not disagree. That is a Bill that we 
made sure was in place to encourage development at 
a time when it was hard pressed to find it, irrespective 
of what the markets were saying. 

So if the Minister and the Government feel 
that they have changes to the Hotels Concession Act 
that will benefit further development, bring them.  

I am not trying to make a commitment now 
that you will be able to stand on completely, but I be-
lieve we will probably support them because that Act 
should work for Bermuda. That is why it is there. It is 
not to work for a Government or an OBA Government 
or a PLP Government; that Act was meant to help 
Bermuda. And amending it to help the investment 
market for the hospitality industry is a good thing. So I 
hope that sometime in November we see an intention 
to amend the Act so that it can help the environment 
that is trying to be created here for the St. George’s 
property.  

There are other people out there who most 
people will know have been buying and selling Ber-
muda hotel properties over the last couple of years. 
Some have been buying and selling and doing what-
ever they want to do, but they have not moved with 
actual refurbishment and development. Maybe they 
need some help with that and maybe changes to the 
Act, Minister, will help in that some way, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 

Jobs. It is important that this particular devel-
opment creates jobs. Now, there is a reason my hon-
ourable colleagues raised that issue. The proposal of 
changes to the Bill takes out a concessionary provi-
sion which was in a commitment that was in the previ-
ous Park Hyatt Act 2008 about the training of staff and 
how that developer would get between 90 per cent 
and 100 per cent back for the expense if they train 
Bermudians. So the logic follows. If you employ more 
Bermudians and you train them, you will get money 
for that. That is the logic.  

You may spend money on some other things 
that are costly, but actually you will get some of that 
money back that you expend on these Bermudians 
you employ. That is the logic that follows. And that is 
why there is some of the distress that we have about 
taking out that provision because, actually, we do not 
understand why the hotelier would give up the oppor-
tunity to make that sort of money. If they employed 
200 Bermudians and trained all 200, they will get back 
the investment that they made in concessions on 
those people. Also there is a potential for payroll con-
cessions on all of those people. By not creating an 
incentive for them to employ Bermudians, or not hav-
ing it fixed, as it was in the 2008 Act, which is really 
the precedential Act for this whole country as it relates 
to a Hotels Concession Act of that nature . . . that is 
why we raised the point. It seems to defy the logic. It 
means that if they do not employ . . . you know, there 

is no incentive for them to employ our people. That for 
us is a distressing issue.  

The same thing with the entertainers. We 
know the history of entertainment within our hotels. 
Even with the Hotels Concession Act, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and Mr. Minister, hoteliers have not been so 
willing to have our entertainers involved. We have 
gone from years ago having quite a robust entertain-
ment community and a musicians community in the 
hotels when, obviously, we had more hotels, so that 
helped, and more properties where they could go and 
work, [but now] to almost being starved. And there is a 
question by the entertainment industry in this country 
as whether this Government has a commitment to 
them. All that this proposal does, what they have in 
this Act, Madam Deputy Speaker, [is that it engrains] 
the belief of the entertainment industry that the OBA 
Government does not work for them. That is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes we did. Yes, we did. 

And despite that, we still met resistance from 
hoteliers because it is still tough for many musicians 
to work in the hotel industry, despite what we did with 
the Hotels Concession Act and despite the effort to 
try. We had studies done of the music industry trying 
to find ways to help them. All of these things. It is 
tough for them. So to have the Government take out a 
provision that at least was there and was the basis of 
providing them with an opportunity with a new hotel, 
with . . . presumably, there is going to be new things 
happening. It sort of, Well, since the Government has 
taken that out, so they do not really want to help us. 
That is the logic. It is just straightforward logic. 

Now, what the Minister is going to have to do 
is (and maybe it is not something . . . maybe he had 
already planned to do it), he is going to have to go to 
the entertainment industry and talk to them and ex-
plain to them how this is supposed to work if it is not 
going to be in the [Hotels] Concession Act. I do not 
know if the Minister wants to even expend that ener-
gy, Madam Deputy Speaker. Perhaps he should not 
have to; but if the provision was there, at least he 
would have a basis for showing that this Government, 
which in recent times has been fighting with the enter-
tainment industry, not actually helping it . . . it is about 
the impression one gives. It is about showing a com-
mitment. 

I look forward to the day, because I am hop-
ing, I would have hoped, because I remember some 
of the things that we as a Government aspired to 
when working with hotel development was to make 
sure that Bermudians did have more of a say, making 
sure that training was a part of any development ar-
rangement that was orchestrated with a hotelier from 
the standpoint of concessions. That was our objective. 
I am not saying that we met it; but that was the objec-
tive.  
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Previous Tourism Ministers under the PLP 
administration talked about linking even housing to 
certain developments. I am not suggesting the Gov-
ernment needs to go that way. I am just saying that 
these are some of the things that we tried to do to en-
sure that our people felt that they had a stake in the 
development and growth of the industry. 

By taking these provisions out the Minister 
puts that into question. The Minister will get up here 
and say, Well, that is absolute nonsense. People 
should know that we’re committed to Bermudians and 
jobs. The Minister has been saying that. But people 
are more interested in action because when they see 
things roll out and they do not see certain responses 
from those who have been given the licence to do 
what they are going to do, they will ask the question 
and they will go back to whoever the Government is 
and say, Well, it’s not happening from them. And this 
is what the Minister and his administration and his 
team at the BTA and whoever else is tasked with look-
ing over tourism will have to face. 

So we raise these points about these changes 
because this is the reality. People are out of work. The 
OBA record on job creation is not sterling. And if this 
is going to be an opportunity where people see, other 
than with whatever is going to happen with construc-
tion, and until we see the Master Development 
Agreement, there is mention of it all through the Act 
but we do not see it. And all I am saying is that until 
we see it, this is about reality. The Minister can say 
what he likes, the Honourable and Learned Member. 
But until we see there will be scepticism. Until the 
public sees it themselves, there will be questions. And 
until we see that, because as my Honourable and 
Learned Member from constituency 6 stated, the 
leases were already tabled, then the Act was passed. 

The other question is, when is actual devel-
opment going to start? The Minister has alluded to the 
end of the year. Well, we know . . . you know— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, I agree, but I can only go 
by what the Minister said, right? 

We know. You know, we know how this pro-
cess works. We were the Government. So for the Min-
ister to say certain things, we are going to be like, 
Yeah, right, Minister. Okay? Like the Minister, you 
know, almost alluded to at an earlier time in this pro-
cess that ground will be broken now. Well, obviously 
that did not happen. But we know we have a parlia-
mentary schedule. We are not coming back possibly 
until November. Will the leases then be tabled in No-
vember? I do not know. Will the Master Development 
Agreement be signed, sealed and delivered with the 
red seal on it by then? I do not know. 

So the Honourable Minister, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, can make few promises at this point as to 
when things are going to start. And certainly as a for-

mer Planning Minister, I am also asked, Well, when 
are the permits going to be applied for for certain ap-
plications around planning? Because that has got to 
happen and that is an indication to the public as to 
what is really going to happen with this. This is all just 
paper we are dealing with right now, but people have 
moved beyond the paper because there has been a 
lot of talk from the OBA Government around this. 

We are happy that things seem to be moving, 
but in reality until, Madam Deputy Speaker, they see 
certain very tangible steps being made, it is all airy-
fairy to some degree. 

How much time do I have, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? 
 
An Hon. Member: Two minutes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Two minutes and forty two 
seconds.  
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you. 
 So, I look forward to hearing more information 
from the Minister on these very key points because 
certainly the real tangible evidence that actually this is 
going to happen is [when] certain things happen with 
Planning.  

I was very much involved with the movement 
of the previous developer, and I know where that got 
to. I know how that process works. And I am personal-
ly going to be sceptical until I see that application and 
some timeline set out as to what is really going to 
happen, because all the timelines that the Minister 
and the Government have put forth on this so far have 
not been met. That is why people are sceptical.  

The country is happy that it is moving. The 
country is happy that it looks like this development is 
going to happen, Madam Deputy Speaker, but now is 
time for the tangible. It is now the time to see Desar-
rollos here to, to show themselves, who they are, to 
the Bermuda public and to the people of St. George’s. 
It is time for us to know how this thing is going to be 
shaped and moved. It even is time for us to under-
stand about how this thing is being financed because 
we are hearing that it might be a local bank as well as 
someone else with money, and that is not inward in-
vestment to me if a local bank is putting hundreds of 
millions of dollars into a project like this.  

I thought this was all about inward investment 
from outside and that capital that the Honourable Fi-
nance Minister says we need to run the country. 
 So let us see what happens from here. I ap-
plaud the Government’s effort to get this Bill passed to 
get development in St. George’s, but now it is time for 
the tangibles. Let us see the proof. Let us see some-
thing happen for the people of St. George’s and for 
the people of this country. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
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 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Sorry, we have to go this way. 

I am just looking . . . 
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Okay. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I do not have a list up here. 
Constituency  7. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 I am not going to speak for a long time, but I 
do want to make some remarks. First of all, I want to 
thank and congratulate the Tourism Minister and his 
team for their dedicated efforts in bringing a new hotel 
to Bermuda. It has been something that Bermudians 
have been looking forward to, and particularly the 
folks in St. George’s, for a long, long time. There have 
been many false starts, many promises have been 
made that have not been kept, there have been spec-
tacular explosions and implosions that were filmed 
and put on YouTube, and then silence, once the dust 
had been blown away by that ocean breeze.  
 So here we stand. We are going to have a 
hotel in St. George’s. And I speak for my colleagues 
on this side; we have been patiently contemplating 
what that is going to do for our tourism product. It is 
going to revitalise our tourism industry. We have a 
major hotel operator who signed onto the project. It is 
injecting investor confidence in Bermuda once again 
in our tourism product, which has been missing for 
many, many, many years. And it is not by accident. It 
is due to the hard work [and] diligence of the Minister 
and his team.  

The Minister and I have had conversations 
privately about this development. Come on, Crock, 
when we gonna break ground? Come on, Crock, 
when we gonna have this hotel? And he has kept his 
cards to his chest and I understand that because 
when you negotiate it is very fluid, it is not static. 
Terms and conditions change; sometimes the players 
change. The Opposition found that out when they 
were Government and they tried to get this project off 
the ground. 
 So I want to congratulate the Minister and his 
team and everybody. I do not know everybody who 
was involved in getting this project to where we are 
today, but they deserve the thanks, appreciation and 
gratitude of the entire country. 
 I want to look back, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
to a comment that was made on the floor of this 

House in 3May of 2014 by the Honourable Opposition 
Leader, Marc Bean. I heard it. I thought it was an ex-
traordinary statement that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made on the floor of this House in the heat of de-
bate. He said (and I am quoting), “There will be no 
hotel development!”  

What was implied was there will be no hotel 
development under this OBA Government. Because 
the way he said it was he was staking his reputation 
that we would not build a new hotel. I just want to re-
mind the listening public, because I do not forget. No-
body has brought that statement up. I am bringing it 
up because it is important to note because when the 
Opposition stands to their feet and says, Oh, we don’t 
oppose you building a hotel in Bermuda. We support 
the Government in their endeavours to build a new 
hotel in St. George’s. I want to state for the record, I 
do not believe them. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I do not believe you. 

Because if we build a hotel in Bermuda in St. 
George’s—and we are going to do it! We have got the 
ball across the goal line. And that is something they 
could not do, and I am not going to let them forget it. 
People can say what they want, but the record speaks 
for itself. 
 It has been a long, strange journey, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, with this property in St. George’s. A 
long, strange journey. It pretty much began when the 
Club Med development, the hotel, closed in 1988. 
[They] shut the doors. And then in 2004 . . . what is 
that? Fourteen, fifteen years? (I am not that great at 
math.) It is sitting up there empty, an eyesore; people 
living in it. It is like a derelict house. In the summer of 
2004, the Government of the day announces a lease 
to a company called Quorum. Everybody remember 
Quorum? Quorum. 

Two years later in 2006, Quorum is dropped 
in favour of a company called KJA Developments. In 
November 2006, KJA Developments is dropped. 

In April of 2007, a gentleman called Carl Ba-
zarian is named as the operator for a new resort—
optimism—let us get this thing going. In April of 2008, 
the Premier of that time, Dr. Ewart Brown, announces 
the development of a Park Hyatt resort on that site. 
Okay. Things are chugging along in the right direction. 

In July of the same year, 2008, the golf course 
is closed. There was a very nice business on the 
beach down there. I used to go there on a Sunday, sit 
off, had a DJ playing reggae music, tourists on the 
beach, locals on the beach, food . . . a wonderful ex-
perience. I go there one day and the place is gone. It 
just disappeared overnight. I knew the operator. He 
had spent thousands and thousands of dollars up-
grading the place. It was gone, disappeared. Why? To 
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this day I have not heard a good answer why that 
business disappeared. I went down there last week 
and there is another little business, I do not want to 
call it a shack, but there is a little business on the 
beach. It looked very nice, but it was not what was 
there before. The business was just taken away.  

And then in August 2008, we had the much 
hyped demolition of destruction up on the hill. Well, 
they blew up the hotel! Something must be happen-
ing! The rubble was carted away. There was a beauti-
ful hole in the ground, and then nothing.  

Nada! 
 

[Inaudible interjection]  
 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: MP Bascome knows all 
about it because he was up there cleaning up that site 
on his own time. 

Fast forward to September 2013, Parliament 
repeals the Park Hyatt Act, and then in December 
2014 the Minister announces a new developer and 
here we are today. 

The record speaks for itself, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. What a long, strange journey this has been. 

Now, this week has been an interesting week 
for me and also for some of my parliamentary col-
leagues, especially on what we call the Backbench. I 
was not pleased when I saw that the clause in the Bill 
regarding the hiring and training of Bermudians was 
removed. Trust me when I tell you. I lost sleep the 
night that I found out that clause had been removed. 
The Opposition’s concerns are my concerns. And not 
just mine, others on this side. Why? Because this pro-
ject is all about jobs, jobs, jobs—paramount—and re-
vitalising our tourism product. 

And the Bermuda Tourism Authority is on their 
way. There is a lot of good stuff happening in the tour-
ism space in Bermuda right now, regardless of what 
they say over on that side. Pink Beach is an ongoing 
construction project. Ariel Sands is going to be devel-
oped. Morgan’s Point is going to be developed. St. 
George’s is going to be developed. I want the people 
of Bermuda to hear me clearly. The OBA Government 
is doing the business of the people, regardless of the 
headwinds, regardless of the currents that we swim 
against every single day, regardless of the sustained 
programme of misinformation. And I do not want to 
use the “L” word up in here because it is unparliamen-
tary, but it rhymes with “buys.” It is nonstop. 

We are going to build a hotel. St. George’s 
has lingered in the doldrums for too long. I, for the life 
of me, cannot understand why the Opposition, when 
they were Government, allowed St. George’s to get to 
the state that it got to—no cruise ships, no hotels, no 
tourists, no night life. I am old enough now to remem-
ber when St. George’s was hopping. You could go to 
St. George’s any night of the week and have a good 
time. And I have not heard one reason from the Op-
position why they allowed St. George’s to stagnate the 

way it did. It is deplorable. Deplorable! And we, the 
OBA, made a commitment in our Throne Speech (go 
back and look it up) to revitalise St. George’s and we 
are doing it. 

So all this other stuff is just tree frogs in the 
night. You hear them, they are there, they might keep 
some people awake, but Bermudians are used to 
sleeping with tree frogs doing what they do. And we 
are used to working and getting the job done with the 
Opposition doing what they do. It is background noise, 
and more and more Bermudians are figuring it out. 
We are getting the job done. 

And with that I think I have said enough. But, 
once again, exciting times are coming to Bermuda. 
We had a carnival last year (this year, sorry). I talked 
to people who are coming to Bermuda. There was an 
event down at Tobacco Bay yesterday, a DJ lives in 
Dubai, plays all around the world, was playing at To-
bacco Bay yesterday. He loves Bermuda. He was on 
his Twitter and Instagram posting pictures of Bermu-
dians at Tobacco Bay. He is telling all his friends 
around the world [that] Bermuda is the place to be. 
We are creating a buzz in this country that has been 
lacking for far too long. “Buzz” meaning, Hey man, 
let’s go to Bermuda. Man, I hear there is a lot of . . . 
you know, it’s happening in Bermuda.  

We used to have that buzz back in my dad-
dy’s day—the 1950s and the 1960s. Bermuda had 
buzz. We had tourists from all over the world—black 
tourists, white tourists, College Weeks. Bermuda was 
hopping, and [then] it died. Now we are resuscitating 
the patient and it is not easy to do, but we are singu-
larly focused on the mission at hand and we are get-
ting there to the chagrin of the Opposition! 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the St. George’s Resort Act? 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader 
from constituency 26. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I stood to my feet because usually I would 
speak last on a Bill, but my Deputy will speak last be-
cause I actually have to step out and do some fatherly 
business and then come back to the House. So I fig-
ured that I would speak now and my Deputy will finish 
off. 
 Certainly, we all would agree that with the 
level of unemployment increasing in this country—and 
that is casting blame at no one, it is just a fact and a 
matter of reality—that there would be no person in this 
House who will wish for a hotel not to be built in St. 
George’s. And we have spoken of 27 years to not 
having a hotel being built. In fact, I am fairly young, 
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but I can recall spending church conventions [there] 
when it was called the Holiday Inn. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Right? Right.  

That is right. You would not believe it, but me 
and MP Sylvan Richards went to the same church. 
You would not believe it, but we did. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I do not know about . . . but 
our families are still very tight to this day. And he 
could recall us spending Septembers and Octobers 
down at St. George’s at the Holiday Inn. And there 
has not been anything happening down there for 
some time. 
 Earlier in the brief the Minister, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker, spoke of the reasons why we have not 
attracted new hotels in 27 years. And there are multi-
ple reasons that are not worth repeating. But I think 
that it would be instructive to refer to this 2014 Annual 
Report of the Bermuda Tourism Authority. Not to 
make mention of the $9.7-odd million that was spent 
on marketing out of a budget of $21 [million] to $23 
million, which is a story and a debate within itself, but 
if I can refer you to page . . . I believe it was 36. Page 
36. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Excuse me, Dr. Gibbons? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Why do you not listen? It is 
none of your business if you want to know— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Nobody cares what you think. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please speak to the Chair. 
Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: See, let me explain some-
thing that stands out from this Tourism Report, page 
36. These are the notes on the Financial Statements, 
No. 3, Economic Dependence on Government. Let me 
read it slowly.  
 “The Authority is economically dependent up-
on the Government of Bermuda.” That speaks to the 
foundational challenge we have in tourism. In spite of 
the theatre about how the OBA is managing tourism 
better now—the Minister’s words, not mine—in spite 
of the spin that makes it appear as if the BTA is some-
thing fresh and new than what we had previously. The 
fact of the matter is that tourism . . . the Tourism De-

partment says  that the Authority is economically de-
pendent upon the Government. If the Authority is eco-
nomically dependent upon the Government, so is the 
tourism industry. 

And that, I will posit, is the greatest challenge 
in tourism. Whether you put it in a body like the BTA 
that is so-called “independent” and still financed by 
the taxpayer, or you have it in the Department of Tour-
ism. That is the core problem that we are facing in 
tourism. The market is not allowed to be free, to com-
pete.  

I looked at the chairman, I am sure he would 
agree, we have one of the most hampered tourism 
markets in Bermuda—I am sorry, in the world . . . in 
the world. I have never seen so much reliance on the 
taxpayer to enhance business and such a lack of in-
terest by the actual stakeholders in promoting their 
own business. Because for some reason it is felt that 
in the tourism industry, unlike other sectors, the Ber-
muda Government and the taxpayer have to subsidise 
the industry. And what does that lead to? All sorts of 
problems—stagnation, lack of creativity, lack of mar-
keting, lack of product improvements, more depend-
ency, and that is the major problem, which I am sure 
that the Minister agrees with. And I reiterate it over 
and over again. 

So that is the greater context of the challeng-
es we face in attracting investment, especially hotel 
development, in this country. There is an investment 
climate. There is an environment that is not conducive 
to attracting foreign capital, for whatever reason. 
Maybe it is because of this dependency on Govern-
ment.  Maybe, just maybe. 

But here we have this attempt now to bring 
something to St. George’s. Listen, we all know we 
need a hotel in St. George’s. But we do not need one 
to start to be built. We do not need a hotel to be built. 
What we actually need over the long term is a hotel 
that is built, it operates, it trains and it hires Bermudi-
ans and is profitable. That is what we need. I keep 
hearing this narrative from the Government that we 
are trying to prevent jobs being created in the East 
End. When they say “jobs being created,” they are 
actually speaking about construction jobs. And do you 
know what that reveals? It reveals that the motivation 
of this hotel development is not long-term progress 
and success, but more so political expediency. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 Member, have a seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Tourism Minister 
from constituency 31. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 



Official Hansard Report 17 August 2015 2981 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

And I regret to interrupt the Honourable Mem-
ber, because I thought he was doing well, but he is 
misleading the House. We have made it clear, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, that jobs will be created on the con-
struction end and long-term permanent jobs—
hundreds—on the operation end, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not sure why that is a 
point of order because I was just expressing my ob-
servations. I am not misleading the House. I am bas-
ing my comments off your actions. I am basing my 
comments off the fact that you cannot take . . . the 
condition of allowing or permitting Bermudians to be 
trained and hired, you will not make that enshrined in 
legislation by merely reducing it to being an agree-
ment. 

But if you are the agents of the taxpayer, the 
voter, you are not the agent of the developer. Right? 
So if you are negotiating with the developer, I would 
think that you are negotiating at a level where it is mu-
tually beneficial to both sides. How is it, then, that in 
the midst of increasing unemployment, on reliance on 
tourism to solve that unemployment, that you cannot 
create a commitment enshrined in legislation that pro-
tects the interests of the people you serve? Why not 
enshrine it? Why not make sure that you are negotiat-
ing as an agent of the taxpayer to ensure Bermudians 
get a first chance or first opportunity to work in their 
own country? Who cares about an agreement when 
you can enshrine it in legislation? That is what I am 
speaking of. That is an indication of long-term strate-
gic intentions. But when you take that away, what do 
you hear? That we are trying to prevent jobs, con-
struction jobs, whatnot, whatnot. 

Listen, we all understand that you are desir-
ous of getting something started, getting something 
built to create confidence electorally, because you 
know that the people of this country have lost confi-
dence in you. I understand. I understand. And to be 
honest, back in the day, the PLP Government proba-
bly would have been accused of doing the same thing. 
In fact, listening to this debate it is amazing how the 
roles are now reversed. It is quite amazing. The roles 
have reversed. Everything we are saying today, the 
Opposition UBP said yesterday, and our response is 
the same response they have as Government. 

An Hon. Member: Yep. 

[Inaudible interjections]  

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So let me elevate beyond that 
petty back and forth and speak to the crux of the mat-
ter. 

We want to see a hotel development. But 
there is a saying, A house built on sand cannot stand. 
The reason why we are raising red flags is because 
this process, Madam Deputy Speaker, seems to not 
be a normal process. There is no transparency. There 
is no accountability.  

Do I need to speak of the connections of De-
sarrollos or Landow? Who knows what the connec-
tions are? Something is not adding up. Even when 
speaking about a project of 120 units or whatever the 
amount is, when you add that up to $120 million, it still 
does not add up. And I am not a construction expert, 
but I am told that if you want to build in Bermuda a 
four- or five-star quality room it is going to cost you 
between $1 million to $1.2 million per room. So when 
we do the math that does not add to $120 million. So 
when you look at the facts, it is not adding up to the 
spin, what sounds good politically. Because you are 
really just desirous on fooling those people who have 
now opened their eyes and woken up to your broken 
promises, and they are going to think that a few jobs 
in the ground down at Club Med will be enough to win 
the next election.  

That is what you are banking on. That is what 
you are banking on. As if everyone who is unem-
ployed in Bermuda, are unemployed from the con-
struction industry—as if! But we have unemployment 
across the economy, so the short-term desire of fool-
ing people into thinking that something is happening is 
eventually going to come with long-term consequenc-
es. And that is the biggest concern. 

Listen, for example, we have in the Bahamas 
the Baha Mar development. The development is 
96 per cent complete. But as it stands now, if they 
cannot sort out the mess, if the PLP Government 
down there does not sort out that mess, if the devel-
oper and the Chinese do not sort out that mess, they 
are going to have a $3.5 billion white elephant. And so 
it is easier said than done. The road to a new hotel, 
you might have good intentions, but it is paved with 
pitfalls. It is no laughing matter. If there is one aspect 
of development that can reveal malinvestment, it is 
hotel development. Did I use that word? Let me repeat 
it—malinvestment. And for some reason, and this is 
not a slight on the OBA Government, but for some 
reason the way the steps have been taken for this 
project tells me that this a project of malinvestment. 

When a developer cannot raise the develop-
ment financing on their own accord and are relying . . . 
now listen to me. The Minister indicated that (I do not 
know if I should reveal) 50 per cent, over 50 per cent, 
has been raised by the Group. But the remainder (let 
us say under 50 per cent) is coming through local fi-
nancing, debt financing, which the Minister and the 
Economic Development Committee . . . you went and 
talked to the banks to assist in that endeavour? 
[Inaudible interjections]  

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Excuse me, did you? 
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I am asking a question, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  

Did you go to the bank as the Economic De-
velopment Committee to assist in the fundraising for 
this development? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, if you want to speak 
to the Chair, and then get the answers. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Potayto, potahto! It is a simple 
question. But I think they understand where I am go-
ing with it.  

Are you done? Okay. All right, all right, all 
right. 

But let me go there. Let me go there. The so-
called “business party”—those who know business, 
the corporatists. Listen, any time you need a politician 
to intervene and go to a financial institution on behalf 
of a developer to raise the funds, that is Government 
intervention. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Please have a 
seat. 

The Chair recognises the Minister of Tourism. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. We have made it clear that 
the Members of Government met with all the banks to 
discuss a variety of things. The Minister of Finance 
has been adamant about his feelings on the banks 
and what the banks need to do in Bermuda. 

Also, the Honourable Member is misleading 
the House in terms of the equity and debt ratio. This is 
extraordinarily high for a hotel development for the 
developers themselves to be putting in more than 
50 per cent of the equity. That is why all those other 
projects that have not started, have not started. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Okay— 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Fair enough. 
Well, let me ask this question then, Madam 

Deputy Speaker. Have the principals of the Desar-
rollos Group visited Bermuda as of late? Has the Stipa 
family been to Bermuda as of late? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Of late? They met at the 
banks? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: They are the ones that got the 
financing together? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Without any assistance from 
the Government? 

The Deputy Speaker: Members, there is a way of 
asking questions and this is not the format. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: If you say so, if you say so. If 
you say so. But I would suggest that— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Your point of order 
is? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. First of all I want to be clear 
that I answered yes to every single one of his ques-
tions. And it is not “if you say so,” it is a matter of fact, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Listen, this is the concern. It is 
not a tangled web. All right?  

I mean, over the last few weeks you have 
been screaming on how we are spreading disinfor-
mation. And all we are doing is repeating your actions, 
or giving observations of your actions. How is that 
misinformation? I said on the news earlier it is difficult. 
All right? PR [public relations] is difficult when you do 
not tell the truth and you are dishonest. But when you 
tell the truth and you are honest, public relations are 
simple. So you wonder why the One Bermuda Alli-
ance is having such a difficult time with PR in spite of 
their high-paid, six figure consultants. Think about it. 

And then we go on to why I think this is a ma-
linvestment. Well, I will move on for I will get back to 
that at the end. 

The Desarrollos Group. The way this Gov-
ernment has dismissed the cloudiness surrounding 
this group really is par for the course of the One Ber-
muda Alliance. But in the real world, in the real world, 
that is totally unacceptable, totally unacceptable. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Well, the Minister is saying 
Aruba but then he would deny that the Ponzi scheme 
that the Stipas are involved in, some of that money 
was allocated to developing the Aruban property.  

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Nothing started down at TCI 
[Turks and Caicos Islands]. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So the Desarrollos Group . . . 
the Desarrollos Group . . . In the real world it is unac-
ceptable the way the OBA dismisses our concerns. 
How do you dismiss a federal action or action in fed-
eral court in Connecticut regarding the Ponzi scheme? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: All right? Where . . . but you 
cannot dismiss it, Mr. Premier. By all standards it does 
not pass the smell test.  

And you say, Well, how could you give the 
Stipa family such a difficult time,  they are upstanding 
this, they are upstanding that? I remember for almost 
six, seven, years that is what everyone in that side 
and your business associates, you said that about 
Bernie Madoff, too. 

An Hon. Member: We didn’t even know who Bernie 
Madoff was. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So now they do not know 
Bernie Madoff, but Argus, KeyTech and all these other 
companies who almost went belly up investing with 
Bernie. Come on now— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Come on now. The Govern-
ment had nothing to do with investment decisions by 
private institutions. Do you understand that, Mr. Prem-
ier? 

The Deputy Speaker: But . . . but Member, Mem-
ber— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: What happened to Butterfield 
Bank? 

The Deputy Speaker: Member! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You had a lot of institutions— 

[Gavel] 

The Deputy Speaker: Member! I was trying to get 
your attention, but you kept talking. I was simply going 
to say could we stay to the St. George’s Resort? And 
if you have a way of bringing it there, can you please 
do that? 

Thank you. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good Lord! 
You cannot dismiss it . . . the smell test.  
Who are the Stipa family?  
You said that they are from Venezuela. It 

would be interesting to know if they are Venezuelans. 
Really, I would like to know their politics. Are they a 
supporter of the Chávez regime? I doubt it. That 
means they are opponents of the Chávez regime, 
which speaks a lot. Remember, we are talking about 
Venezuela. Venezuela.  

Now, I some of you might not understand 
what I am talking about because you just do not know 
how to connect the dots. Dr. Gibbons knows how to 
connect the dots, but the rest of you do not. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But I am not only just inter-
ested in just who they are. Do you know why? Be-
cause we do not know who they are. And this is the 
first time we have had a developer come to this coun-
try and no one knows who they are. The only infor-
mation we can get off the Internet is Mr. Stipa being 
involved with a federal case. How upstanding is that?  

If he is such an upstanding businessman, and 
I am not saying he is not, then he must be coming 
from a very powerful family, a very powerful family out 
of Venezuela who is backed by some very, very pow-
erful people, because you do not get people this pow-
erful without a public footprint. No one knows who 
they are, unless . . . unless they are fronting for 
somebody.  

So the question is, Who is the ultimate benefi-
cial owners of the Desarrollos Group? And rest as-
sured . . . rest assured. No one on that side will know 
who they are. No one will know who they are. I am not 
saying that the ultimate beneficial owner is Nathan 
Landow. 

[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am not saying that. But see? 
See? You know where conspiracies come from? 

An Hon. Member: Keep drinking the tea! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Drinking the tea? 
Hey, the Premier . . . Look, let me say this as I 

said on the news. Right? The Premier says I am drink-
ing the tea. Let us elevate this to intellect and ideas. 
Meet me up at Gary Moreno’s for two hours live, with-



2984 17 August 2015 Official Hansard Report 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

out a pen, without a paper, without an iPad, and let us 
see between us who is the sharpest leader in this 
House—he or me. Let us see who is drinking tea. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, can we stick to the 
Bill? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Let us talk about economic 
development. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member! 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: But I know you will not take 
up— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: You will not take it up— 

The Deputy Speaker: With all due respect, can we 
stick to the Bill? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He will not take it up, okay? 
He will get scooped and embarrassed. All right? 

The Deputy Speaker: That was not part of the Bill. 
Can we stick to the Bill, please? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is all you talk about is 
tea. That is all he talks about is tea. 

Now, let me get back to what I am saying. 
There is a reason why they are trying to distract me. 
The reason why they claim that they are conspiracy 
theories is because there is a lack of transparency. 
That is why people start to speculate. It is because 
you are not forthcoming with information. That is 
where you get speculation from. But then you com-
plain about the speculation, you complain about the 
effects, when it is your behaviour that is the cause. 
That is a problem. That shows me that they are not 
willing to be accountable. They are not even honest 
with themselves or the people of this country. The first 
thing you say is that that is a conspiracy theory. 

Well, tell us who the ultimate beneficial own-
ers are of the Desarrollos Group. We do not know 
who the ultimate beneficial owners are. I mean, there 
is someone in this House whose family owns over 
60 per cent of the local businesses, but he would say 
it is not, because his name ain’t on nothing. But his 
family is the ultimate beneficial owners, are they not? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, okay, I thought so. Hmm. 
Hmm. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 

The Deputy Speaker: And your point of order is? 
Please proceed. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: For any company that 
incorporates in Bermuda the Bermuda Monetary Au-
thority requires—I repeat, requires—people to declare 
who the beneficial owner is of that company. 

The Deputy Speaker: Member— 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: This company— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, Member, can I just 
ask you to have a seat for a quick second? 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Certainly. 

The Deputy Speaker: We can never have two Mem-
bers standing to their feet, so thank you. 

Now, please, proceed. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you. 
The Desarrollos Group have incorporated a 

Bermuda company. Therefore, the Bermuda Monetary 
Authority had determined who the beneficial owner of 
that company is. So, what the Honourable Member 
said— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. Point of or-
der. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: [INAUDIBLE] is false. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Twenty-nine. 

The Deputy Speaker: Twenty-nine. Thank you. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, because this morning we 
talked about the owners of the Bermuda Hotelco 
Group and the Minister said that he did not know it 
yet. Now the Finance Minister is saying in order to 
form a company— 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
The Chair recognises— 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: People just do not listen. 

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Tour-
ism Minister. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. Something has to be wrong, 
seriously, because this is unbelievable. I listed every 
single shareholder this morning of the Bermuda Com-
pany. He got up and said he wanted the international 
company.  

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Question. 

The Deputy Speaker: Is this a point of order? I am 
just asking . . . or are you continuing? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I did not say a point of order, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Fine, then please continue. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Now, question to the Minister: 
When you got those parliamentary questions, Is the 
international firm the same name as the local firm, 
how it is incorporated? So how did you get them 
mixed up? We asked a question regarding the benefi-
cial owners of the international firm, but you gave us a 
response talking about who got incorporated on Ju-
ly 17th. We want to know the information about the 
international group, not the persons who came and 
incorporated three, four weeks ago. So maybe the 
Minister will be forthcoming with that information. Not 
now, not now, don’t kill my time. 

Now what does the OBA Minister Crockwell 
owe, or do they owe somebody something, and do 
you owe it forthwith? Because it just seems shady. 
We mentioned the $350,000, but does anyone re-
member the $2 million? Was not $2 million raised in 
the OBA caucus a few days before former Premier 
Cannonier was shown the back door and that was the 
straw that broke the camel’s back? Didn’t their opera-
tive in the OBA caucus, on behalf of a certain Minister 
who sits another place, raise the issue of $2 million? 

The Deputy Speaker: Member, are we— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am just asking. 

The Deputy Speaker: I would like you to refer to the 
Bill that is front of us. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No, no, no, because— 

The Deputy Speaker: No! Yes, yes, we are going to 
refer to the Bill in front of us. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean:  Look— 

The Deputy Speaker: Member,— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am referring to the Bill. 

The Deputy Speaker: Would you have a seat, 
please? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Oh, I see. I see what is going 
on. 

The Deputy Speaker: Very good. And if we are going 
to be clear, we have a Bill that we are debating. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is the general debate. 

The Deputy Speaker: So, would you like to stay to 
the Bill on the St. George’s Resort Act? 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is the general debate. 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes, it is. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is my responsibility to con-
nect the dots. You all would like to make everything in 
a vacuum, but we are not going to operate in a vacu-
um. We are not operating in a vacuum, Madam Depu-
ty Speaker, there are dots to be connected in this 
place. Okay? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Truth? How about transpar-
ency? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: How about transparency? I 
want to know is there a string attached, because any 
time I see a Government act irrationally like this, and 
not transparent and not open as to who the develop-
ers are, the people can be forgiven for thinking that 
there is a string attached. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
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Your point of order is? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House.  

We have been clear from day one. They have 
referred to multiple Ministerial Statements I have 
made in this House on this project, who the develop-
ers were.  And Madam Deputy Speaker, the Honour-
able Member has made many predictions. Okay? The 
Speaker is still the Speaker. I remember the day when 
he was not going to be Speaker another week. The 
dots he connects never connect. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mad-
am Deputy Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker: And your point of order is? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is [imputing] improper motives— 

The Deputy Speaker: I cannot have two people 
stand— 

Member?  
Thank you. 
Please proceed. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member is [imputing] improper motives as well. He 
needs to stop these unsubstantiated allegations. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: No unsubstantiated allega-
tions— 

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises— 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I am asking questions. I am 
asking questions. Okay? Yes, I mean, we are asking 
. . . that would be unsubstantiated allegations, too. 

[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So let me move on. The glob-
al economy is getting worse. The global economy . . . 
The global— 

[Crosstalk]  

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Come on. 

The global economy is getting worse. Okay? 
So you can . . . so we are actually facing another eco-
nomic downturn. Okay? “We,” collectively Bermuda, 
internationally are facing a serious economic down-
turn that is going to make 2008 look like a hiccup. The 
developments you have seen worldwide in our com-
petitor jurisdictions, another result of these jurisdic-
tions having a special secret, outside of being open 
and available to hot money, money that has been 
flown into the hands of a select few as a result of 
money printing and quantitative easing. That is what 
you see going into these hotel developments over the 
last six, seven years.  

But what happens in a year or two when the 
bond market or the derivatives market goes . . . it 
tanks? What happens then? Unfortunately, the OBA is 
not going to be blamed for that. The same way that 
we should not be blamed for the first instance in 2008. 

There are conditions in the external environ-
ment that make this project extremely risky, in spite of 
what we might say on either side of the aisle, ex-
tremely risky. I mean Baha Mar could not get devel-
oped at the height of the boom with Chinese hot mon-
ey. So that is the risk. That is why we cannot get up 
here and say, Oh, we’re gonna put a shovel in the 
ground. Because in five years’ time we might have a 
white elephant in St. George’s. And I do not think an-
yone, regardless of who is the Government, desires to 
see that—especially not Mr. Bascome. 

An Hon. Member: It won’t happen. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Come on now. It will not hap-
pen. 

But that is the reality. And so not only is there 
malinvestment because, obviously, the economic 
analysis has proven that foreign direct investment are 
not interested in investing in this country, it requires 
Government intervention to assist financiers, all types 
of concessions to incentivise investors. What that tells 
me is that the investing climate is still not conducive to 
sound investment decisions. And for that, we are all 
responsible for, not just the OBA, not just the BDA, 
not just the PLP. We are all responsible for it. But a 
house that stands must be built on a solid foundation. 
And this house is not being built on a solid foundation. 
This house appears to be built on sand. 

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
Are there any other Members that would like 

to speak? 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 2, St. George’s West, the Honourable Nandi 
S. Outerbridge. 

You have the floor. 
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Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I stand here today 
smiling in support of this Bill. And I would like to con-
gratulate the Minister and his team because this is a 
step in the direction of us saying, Promise made, 
promise delivered.  
 In 2012, Madam Deputy Speaker, I knocked 
on doors of other candidates in the East End, includ-
ing yourself, and we made promises to constituents in 
my area especially about how the OBA was going to 
do everything they can to revitalise St. George’s and 
the East End. And this is yet another victory for the 
people of Bermuda, especially the people in St. 
George’s. 
 This is a victory that everyone has been wait-
ing for 27 years, Madam Deputy Speaker, one year 
after I was born. I was in Pampers. A new five-star 
resort will help stimulate the economy, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. My friends down at Wahoo’s, they will bene-
fit from this. My friends at Davidrose, they will benefit 
from this. There is no doubt that the people in the 
Town of St. George’s will benefit from this. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Sweet Saak, they will benefit 
from it. 

This will create jobs for Bermudians, whether 
people want to admit it or not. And that is why the Op-
position . . . they know this. And that is why they tried 
to get a hotel there, but they could not get it done, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. After years of disappoint-
ment, the OBA Government has given Bermudians 
hope, another step on more hope. We have created 
an environment that will encourage developers to 
want to develop in our country, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

I actually appreciate the Opposition now say-
ing that they support this project or they support a ho-
tel being built in St. George’s because . . . I was actu-
ally going to lay out a timeline of all the false promises 
that they did. But I am not going to now since my 
Honourable Member had already laid that out accu-
rately enough. But what I will say is that I am sure we 
all remember the last promise. I think that was made 
under the previous administration that said, A hotel 
will be built in 2012. Or, Open by 2015. And 2010 
came and no ground was broken; 2011 came and no 
ground was broken; 2012 . . . no ground broken. 
Why? Because the PLP could not get it done, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

And then you know what, Madam Deputy 
Speaker? In 2012 . . . late in 2012, 2013, Bermudians 
voted for real hope, real change, a new Government, 
a new Tourism Minister that, you know, put in all the 
hard work and repealed the Park Hyatt Resort, there-
by opening the way for fresh negotiations, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. Despite all of the undermining and 

all the doubts that people had, you know, even a 
Member that was sitting in the other place has been 
said many times today had to go back and apologise 
for something he said in relation to the principals of 
the development being involved in a Ponzi scheme. 
What nerve does anybody on that side, on the Oppo-
sition, have saying that somebody is involved in a 
Ponzi scheme? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
Minister of Tourism worked very hard and his team 
worked very hard and this has been great news. And 
after two and a half years of the OBA—just over two 
and a half years—the OBA being the Government, we 
brought to the House of Assembly the St. George’s 
Resort Act that was tabled this year, one o’clock in the 
morning, a few months back.  
 And you know what? This is great news for 
Bermuda. And I would expect that the Members on 
the opposite side would be up here today singing 
praises about it, not sitting here going around all this 
“fuzziness,” as they like to call it. As a matter of fact, 
they should have worn red today. They should have 
been so excited about this project. This is a great day 
for Bermuda; it is an exciting time. We are going to 
have a hotel whether they like it or not, and I would 
have thought that as they call out the OBA Back-
benchers that they would have stood up and said how 
much jobs will be created out of this resort.  

This is going to be a resort that has guest 
rooms, beach clubs, golf courses, tennis courts, res-
taurants, bars . . . there are many jobs, possibly a ca-
sino. People can be casino managers, security guards 
(that job will be available) bartenders, wait staff, chefs, 
room attendants—the list really goes on—customer 
service, cashiers, everything. These people should be 
standing up and saying, Well done OBA! I am in red 
today supporting you. Here’s my flag and my banner.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: Where is your red? 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: I have on red underwear. 
 So there are so many different fields that 
Bermudians can go into with this hotel development 
being made. And if you look into St. George’s, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, and you look at the towns in St. 
George’s you will see that a lot of St. Georgians are 
working within the town. So I have no doubt that my 
constituents will be hired under this new development, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. And I also have no doubt 
that this project will break ground soon, as the Minis-
ter of Tourism has said, proving that this One Bermu-
da Alliance Government will continue to provide the 
support that St. George’s needs to make its future as 
bright as its past. 
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 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Anyone else like to speak to the Act, the St. 
George’s Resort Act? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 17, Pembroke Central, Mr. C. Walton D. 
Brown. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: And as the Speaker takes to his 
seat, let me first of all commend the Government 
Backbenchers for their contribution to the debate to-
day. They have been very consistent. They followed 
the script very well, and except for one very minor ab-
erration just a short while ago, I think it has been very 
consistent across the Backbench. 
 Let me say, Mr. Speaker, that I too like every-
one else in this House want to see a hotel built in St. 
George’s. We think it is long overdue. We think it is 
necessary for the community. We think it is necessary 
for Bermuda. And so we want to ensure that the opti-
mal set of conditions are in place for the successful 
development of a new hotel. So there is no opposition 
on this side to the idea of building a new hotel, a via-
ble hotel, for the people of St. George’s and for Ber-
muda. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the most interesting as-
pects of the delivery by the Minister was that there 
was a comparison of the range of concessions that 
are given to hotel developers in the wider Caribbean 
compared with Bermuda. I have to say that I was very 
surprised to see concessions of 10 years and up to 25 
years. So that really helps to reinforce a point, Mr. 
Speaker, that we have to adjust what we are doing to 
make ourselves more competitive because the fact of 
the matter is that Bermuda just has not been competi-
tive for decades in the hotel development business. 
We need to do those types of things. We need to have 
those kinds of concessions much more broadly posi-
tioned and obviously in ways that provides for a far 
greater incentive. 
 Mr. Speaker, the issue of concessions raises 
a very interesting question, because, given that it is 
unlikely that any person would develop a new hotel in 
Bermuda in the absence of concessions, we have to 
consider about the long-term impact of having con-
cessions. Maybe it is because our whole taxation sys-
tem has to be revised because the concessions ad-
dress the issue of cost upfront for any development. 
So if they are really serious about creating opportuni-
ties for development, we need to reconsider the tax 
structure that imposes a fundamental challenge for a 

lot of developers and those who seek to renovate their 
properties upfront. We need to consider that. 
 Another point I wanted to make, Mr. Speaker, 
is that I spoke in the last couple of months to some-
one who is connected to the hotel industry (shall we 
say), and he made a very interesting point. He was 
impressed by the tremendous focus and attention that 
was given by this Government to securing the Ameri-
ca's Cup. He recognised that the America's Cup has 
been a great coup for Bermuda. But his question for 
me was, Why is it that we (meaning the Government 
of Bermuda) cannot direct that same kind of energy 
and enthusiasm and flexibility to try to bring new hotel 
development and investment to Bermuda?  

I hear the Honourable Member from constitu-
ency 8 (I believe)— 
 
An Hon. Member: Seven. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Seven. 

My Honourable friend, Sylvan Richards, says 
that is what we are doing. But that is not exactly what 
is being done, because what has been done to date is 
to send out an RFP and to consider those who submit. 
What I am saying is that maybe you want to adopt a 
model that you used successfully to get the America's 
Cup. Go out and target the kinds of investors and the 
kinds of hotels you want and encourage them.  

That is a different approach, Mr. Speaker, and 
I think that you will find this entire House behind an 
initiative that is focused on getting real investment into 
Bermuda in an aggressive way as opposed to the tra-
ditional, what I would consider to be, much more pas-
sive manner.  
 Mr. Speaker, we can get a new hotel into 
Bermuda, a new development. We can have the in-
vestment as a combination of equity plus debt. We 
could have a five-star resort built, but that in and of 
itself is not going to turn around our tourism industry. 
We have the Bermuda Tourism Authority that was set 
up that has as its mandate to increase visitor arrivals 
into Bermuda and to re-increase the spending. But 
you know, Mr. Speaker, there are three essential 
components to the revitalisation of tourism that any 
new hotel development is going to be predicated upon 
1) the infrastructure; 2) the marketing; and 3) our ca-
pacity (in other words, rooms and so forth).   

We have the BTA focused on marketing. All of 
us hope that the BTA will be successful in increasing 
tourism arrivals in the years to come. I am not 
100 per cent convinced that our approach is the right 
approach, because I still believe that we need to look 
beyond that traditional market, and I have had that 
discussion. I have made comments on this before, Mr. 
Speaker. I am not convinced that our approach, as it 
is, is all that we can do. I think we need to look more 
broadly—look at where the growth is in tourism, look 
where the growth is in travel, and then try to attract 
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where that increase is coming from. I think we need to 
put a bit more effort into that. 
 We need that to make the hotels viable. We 
need to fix our infrastructure. I have heard some 
comments earlier today about the lack of things to do 
within Bermuda—some of the opportunities that might 
be created on our beaches and so forth. We need to 
have a careful examination of our infrastructure. We 
need to figure out what it is that we need to do, who it 
is that we are going after, and if we can do that and 
we are successful at that, Mr. Speaker, then they will 
have a larger pool of people to draw from who will in 
fact come and stay at these hotels and these proper-
ties. 
 The reason, I suspect, and the Minister can 
address this in his reply, the reason for the new tour-
ism models in terms of development relates to a little 
bit of concern about the reliability of just the raw num-
bers, in terms of staying in rooms. So what you want 
to do is get some money upfront for those who buy 
the fractionals or who buy villas because then you 
know your revenue is at a particular level. If you are 
only building hotel rooms, you are subjected to the 
devaluation of the market or the time of the year. So I 
understand that the model has to change, so you 
have a combination of rooms along with condomini-
ums and villas and so forth. But the key—one key 
component has to be the increase in the marketing. 
 Mr. Speaker, there have been comments to-
day about the importance of opportunities for Bermu-
dians in hospitality and the hotel industry. Why do we 
want to see tourism succeed? Because it creates 
jobs. And it does not just create jobs in the abstract. 
We want to see jobs created for Bermudians. There 
are some hotels like The Reefs where there is a very 
high percentage of Bermudians working in the hotel 
industry—others less so. So the question becomes, 
Mr. Speaker, what sort of framework, what structure is 
in place that is going to actually encourage Bermudi-
ans to get involved in hospitality?  

We know that during the 1980s people left 
tourism because there were many more opportunities, 
more lucrative opportunities elsewhere. A particular 
question I have for the Tourism Minister is . . . I know 
that there are some hotels that actually have employ-
ee accommodation on site. I want to know whether or 
not there is any requirement, or any provision, being 
made in this development for employees to be able to 
reside on the property because it is done at a much 
lower rate. People in hospitality do not tend to get paid 
the kinds of salaries that people in the international 
business sector get paid, but if you can actually ame-
liorate some of the costs that workers incur living in 
Bermuda because of [the high] rent by having a staff 
accommodation on the property, that might make it a 
bit more attractive for locals to consider working in the 
tourism environment.  

I know they still have them at Elbow Beach 
and I am sure there are some other properties that 

have staff accommodations today. But I want to know 
whether or not there is such a provision in place on 
this property. 
 Mr. Speaker, the issue of St. George's (and 
this is my final point) and a hotel has always been a 
tough one because my understanding . . . the re-
search that I have done points to the fact that no hotel 
that was at St. George's at that site ever made any 
money, ever made a profit. If that is correct, then we 
really need to be innovators about what we do to get a 
hotel built in St. George's.  

I think we have no issue with concessions. 
We want to provide a framework that is as attractive 
as possible for the development to take place be-
cause there is no point in building a hotel that cannot 
sustain itself, that cannot be viable. So the conces-
sions are fine but we need to get the other compo-
nents right—improve our infrastructure, improve the 
conditions that attract locals, but also (and perhaps 
more fundamentally) improve our marketing so that 
we can get more people coming to Bermuda by air to 
occupy these hotels. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister of Finance, Minister Bob Richards. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has been an interesting debate 
this afternoon. We had a kind of split personality here 
with respect to the Opposition and the remarks that I 
have heard. On the one hand, we have heard a rea-
soned discourse and arguments that were particularly 
. . . as an example, the speaker who just took his seat. 
On the other hand, we have had extreme ranting and 
ravings, perhaps you could call it, and conspiracy the-
ories and extreme rhetoric. So it is hard to know which 
one to respond to. In fact, I thought that instead of 
responding to either one I would just start with some 
observations about the situation we find ourselves in 
with respect to St. George's and a hotel in St. 
George's.  
 To state the obvious, St. George's has not 
had a functioning hotel for almost 30 years even 
though the town (and I am sure that my colleague, Mr. 
Bascome, will agree with me) still has very, very spe-
cial appeal as a World Heritage Site. It is quaint and 
historical and well-preserved. It has access to great 
beaches in the general East End area and has its own 
golf course. So what is the reason for the lack of suc-
cess of a hotel in St. George's? It clearly is not be-
cause of St. George's. The reason that we have had a 
lack of success in St. George's is a reflection of the 
lack of success in Bermuda as a tourist resort. It is a 
national problem, and St. George's is an example of 
the problems that we have been having in tourism 
over the past 30 to 35 years. 
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One of the key things that is an example of 
what is wrong with our tourist business is that Bermu-
da has not been successful in attracting investment 
capital to rebuild the industry. Investment business is 
a faultless barometer in the long term, Mr. Speaker. 
The people who invest millions of dollars are not al-
ways right in the short term, but in the long term they 
are very seldom wrong. When you have a 30-year 
period—it is a long time in the investment time scale—
where people have not been willing to step up to the 
plate and to take advantage of investment opportuni-
ties then you have to say to yourself, Is it them or is it 
us? I think pretty clearly for this Government.  

We came to the conclusion before we were 
the Government that it was basically us, not them. So 
we set about trying to do something about some of the 
fundamentals of the economics of hotels and the eco-
nomics of tourism. We have done quite a bit in that 
area already in terms of administration. The Tourism 
Authority . . . that was a problem inside Government. 
That is a work in progress. But we are pleased with 
how that is going. The investment economics was 
something that we recognised early that there was a 
significant problem. That is why we had the Tourism 
Economic Summit in Bermuda very shortly after we 
became the Government. We realised it just was not a 
marketing problem, which the former Government just 
seemed to think that that is what it was—you know, if 
you just keep jocking around advertising agencies and 
all that sort of stuff somehow it would work out. You 
know, if you threw the first ball at Fenway Park, or 
some nonsense like that, somehow it would affect 
tourism. These problems are much more profound— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Oh, yes. And singing the 
US National Anthem and all that sort of thing, that 
somehow that is going to change the fundamentals of 
tourism. But these kinds of superficial things did not 
make any difference and they will never make any 
difference. They never make any difference. 

So the Tourism Investment Conference was, I 
think, a very important event. We did not get much 
play in the national press when it happened, but I 
think for many of us Bermudians it was an eye-
opener. It was an eye-opener and it showed us.  

When we talked to people who invested in 
tourism properties, what they told us was profound. It 
showed us how far behind the curve we really were in 
terms of people considering to build hotels in the gen-
eral Atlantic/Caribbean region. I think the Minister has 
said many times we have found that Bermuda was not 
even on the map insofar as these people were con-
cerned. We were known as a place in which you could 
not do business. So we in Bermuda had some built-
up, totally unrealistic, assumptions and expectations 
about what we needed to do to compete. One of the 

issues that is controversial today relates directly to 
that.  

But the conference showed me (at least) how 
out of touch we were as a country with the realities in 
the tourism business—particularly the infrastructure 
development business and we were out of touch with 
what we had to do to win that development dollar for 
Bermuda—not acquire it, not get it, but win it. The 
word "win" implies a race. It implies competition and it 
really is competition. It is a race. We are competing 
with a lot of other jurisdictions for that tourism devel-
opment dollar. And we kind of had some ideas that we 
could call the shots and still get the dollar, Mr. Speak-
er. We found out that we cannot call the shots. We 
thought that we could demand what we want and still 
get the dollars. That attitude of this is what we—“we” 
meaning Bermudians—what we want. Right? That 
attitude has prevented us from getting significant tour-
ism development dollars for 30 years.  

It was always like, Well, this is how we do it in 
Bermuda, and somehow that would fly. Well, that flew 
like a lead balloon, Mr. Speaker. It has gotten us no-
where. The bottom line is that we have to compete. If 
we do not, we will get nothing because we cannot fi-
nance these things ourselves. One of the speakers 
made a statement that was totally incorrect about 
somehow, because a local bank was helping to fi-
nance the St. George's hotel, this money was coming 
from a local source. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The local bank may be doing the lending, but 
that money is not coming from Bermuda.  

The money that that bank is lending comes 
from a US dollar deposit and that US dollar deposit 
that is lending the money to that hotel is not coming 
from Bermuda. So the local bank is merely an inter-
mediary for a foreign investment. I remind people that 
all local deposits have long been loaned in Bermuda 
since before 2003. Every dollar of local people’s de-
posits in banks has been loaned out—every dollar of 
it—a long time ago. Everything that the bank loans 
now is money from abroad.  
 Let us not make a mistake that somehow be-
cause a local bank is involved that we are getting this 
money locally. We are not. This is an inward invest-
ment, and it is an important thing to know. 
 The fact is that we do not call the shots any-
more. That day has gone by. And in the heyday of 
tourism, yes, we could say that this is the way we do it 
in Bermuda. And investors would say, Okay, let us do 
it your way. We really want to be in Bermuda. But now 
that attitude gets us, Yes? Well, see you. We are go-
ing to some other dot on the map. That is what hap-
pens.  
 The fact is, Mr. Speaker, we are in desperate 
need of new hotel inventory. It is not news. But what 
else is not news is that for 14 years the former Gov-
ernment tried—and they tried hard, they tried very 
hard—to get that foreign investment in Bermuda. But 
you know it is like the fisherman who had the marlin 
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on the line. But he could not get the marlin in the boat, 
no matter how he tried. They tried and tried and tried 
but they could not land the big fish. They could not do 
it. I have heard some incredible rhetoric here today, 
Mr. Speaker, about, you know, who these Stipa peo-
ple are. I do not remember the former Government 
asking, Who is Bazarian and where is his money? 
 
An Hon. Member: Did not have to. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: He did not have to be-
cause he did not have any money. He did not have 
any money! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
  
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Oh, we will see about 
that.  

He did not have any money.  
How many times did we hear from either Mr. 

Bazarian or Dr. Brown, Oh, yes, the financing is in 
place. What a bunch of hot air that was! Because nei-
ther Dr. Brown nor Mr. Bazarian had the money, and 
that is why the hotel did not get built.  

Let us face facts. You are having all these ra-
ther sceptical questions about who these Stipa people 
are. I will repeat what I said in [my] point of order. We 
know who the Stipa people are because the gold 
standard for checking things out is the Bermuda Mon-
etary Authority. We have our entire reputation as a 
jurisdiction in that Authority insofar as who does busi-
ness in Bermuda. They have been doing it for 70 
years.  

In a former life I did it myself when I worked 
there. They check out people who are forming com-
panies in Bermuda, whether it is a hotel company or 
whether it is an investment trust or exempt company. 
It does not matter what kind of company. If it is for-
eigners using the auspices of Bermuda to set up a 
company, the Bermuda Monetary Authority has the 
most sophisticated and thorough means of vetting 
such people. The Desarrollos Group has been vetted 
by the Bermuda Monetary Authority.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Bazarian? I do not 
know what Mr. Bazarian . . . I did not say Mr. Bazarian 
was a crook. I just said Mr. Bazarian did not have any 
money. 

The other thing is, Mr. Speaker, that . . . as far 
as I know, all the things that Bazarian was trying to do 
were kind of modelled very much like Tucker's Point 
where the whole thing was financed by debt. It was a 
formula for ultimate disaster. That is not what we are 
doing here. We have over half of the cost of the pro-
ject is being equity financed by the developers. It is 
their money.  

So this is not a Bazarian deal. It is not a Baza-
rian deal. This is the real deal, and we can have 
whichever face the Opposition wants to show, wheth-
er it is the face that we just heard, by the Member who 
just sat down, or the Leader of the Opposition. Like 
Janus the two-headed god, I do not know which one I 
am talking to here. But I can say that we are not deal-
ing with a Bazarian situation with the Stipa family. 
They have been checked out and they are putting 
their own money on the table. That is one of the key 
reasons that we really looked at these guys seriously. 
We were told from the start that these guys have the 
resources to do the deal. So that is what they are do-
ing here. 
 Now, someone said, I think the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Roban, and I agree with what he said. 
Because of all the hot air that has been spewed over 
the St. George's Hotel for decades, the public of Ber-
muda are naturally sceptical about this. I mean, I 
would be. If I was not sitting here, I would be scepti-
cal, because we have heard so much about this be-
fore. So much. So I accept that a reasonable person 
after all that has happened would be sceptical.  

But there is no reason to turn that scepticism 
into some delusional conspiracy theory that we heard 
from the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. I 
mean, that is totally nonsensical. There is no reason . 
. . there is a long way from being sceptical to being 
delusional and having all kinds of conspiracy theories. 
A long way. I appreciate healthy scepticism and we 
understand that over here. That scepticism will only 
be totally allayed when we start some action down 
there in St. George's, break some ground and start to 
get things going. 
 I think the difference between the former 
Government's approach and ours, Mr. Speaker, is 
when we started this quest we kind of had the tradi-
tional Bermudian notions about how great we were 
and how important we were in the tourism world. We 
had a lot of that knocked out of us already before we 
started. We had a lot of that knocked out of us from 
that investment conference. We kind of got to grips 
with the reality of the marketplace that we (up until 
then) were not competing because we thought some-
how that we could make the rules.  

It is not our race. It is not our rules. It is the 
market's race and the market's rules. If we do not 
comply to those market's rules, we will lose. It is as 
simple as that. It is as simple as that. So, if we even 
want to get that imminent investment in Bermuda, we 
have got to play by their rules.  
 Let me address the clause that is being delet-
ed having to do with training Bermudians. Now, we all 
want Bermudians to be trained. There is no problem 
with that. The problem with the clause, Mr. Speaker, is 
that the training of Bermudians is used as a legal con-
dition for payroll tax holidays. Everybody in the tour-
ism business in the Atlantic/Caribbean is giving tax 
holidays. Everybody. And they are not giving it condi-
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tionally. They are giving it unconditionally. The only 
condition is that if you come and you spend your $200 
million in our country, we will give you a tax break.  

But Bermuda comes along and says we want 
your $200 million or $150 million investment, but we 
are doing it conditionally. We are going to tie it to this 
training thing. That makes us uncompetitive. We are 
in a race. We are in a comparison race. If you like, we 
are in a beauty contest with other jurisdictions. We 
just have to accept the realities of the marketplace. 
We cannot get everything we want. We cannot do it.  

The other thing is that existing hotels in Ber-
muda are currently on a tax holiday. They do not pay 
their share of payroll tax. We do not require them to 
do any Bermudian training. Of course they do training, 
as the Honourable Minister said. They do it because 
they want to do it, because it is in their long-term best 
economic interest to do it. But not because it is a con-
dition; because it is not. It is not a condition for the 
retail people either that we give a payroll tax holiday 
for. They train—maybe not as much as the hotels—
but it is not a condition.  

So why are we telling a new investor—who is 
brining hundreds of millions of dollars to our country 
and is facing all of the rigours of an initial investment . 
. . we are making them jump a higher hurdle than 
people who are already here, who have already had 
time, time, time, time, and time again, opportunities to 
make their investments back, make a return on their 
investment. Again, it is nonsensical and it renders us 
less competitive in a highly competitive marketplace. 
 I have to remind the House that it was the 
PLP Government that put these tax holidays in place 
as the recession unfolded. We agreed with it. The 
reason we are doing it was to save jobs. That is the 
reason we are doing it. We are doing it to save jobs. 
But we have to do it now to create jobs. Uncondition-
ally, we have to do it to create jobs. That is our priori-
ty—to create jobs. That was our election pledge. That 
is the yardstick by which our success will be meas-
ured and we are doing this to create jobs. 
 We have to do it to be competitive with other 
jurisdictions or else their money goes someplace else. 
We heard remarks from the Leader of the Opposition 
who still does not seem to understand that. He still 
thinks that we can make our stuff conditional. Yes, we 
can make it conditional. We have been doing it all this 
time. But has it worked? No, it has not worked. The 
conditions—the insistence on Bermudian training is 
going in the Master Development Agreement where it 
ought to be. Not in legislation; and particularly not as a 
condition for a payroll tax holiday. We cannot have 
that, and that is the real problem with this. It is not so 
much that that legislation mentions the training of 
Bermudians, we all want that. But the fact that it is a 
condition for the tax holiday that creates a problem. It 
creates a problem for the investors and therefore it 
creates a problem for us. That is why it has to go. 

 We do not have a very good track record on 
tourism for the last 30 years. In all our minds, we think 
we are the greatest tourism place on earth. If you are 
like me, every Bermudian, when you are on the plane 
and you arrive in Bermuda, you look down you say, 
My God, that is the most beautiful place on earth. And 
it is. But on the economic side we have been a failure 
for the last 30 years. We have to do things differently 
and we cannot do the kind of things that we have 
done that have caused this failure. We are not in a 
strong bargaining position. We just have to face it—
we are not. If we had a terrific track record with tour-
ism, then we could demand that like we did in the 
1960s and 1970s. But this is 2015. The world is differ-
ent. But more importantly, Bermuda tourism is a lot 
different than it was.  
 I have spoken about the BMA vetting process. 
I will not talk about that again, or Mr. Bazarian. (I am 
just looking through my notes here.) But, Mr. Speaker, 
the fact is that it is politically expedient for the Opposi-
tion to find some objection to what we are doing here. 
It is politically expedient. It is as simple as that. The 
PLP failed to get a new hotel in St. George's. They 
tried. For 14 years they tried and they failed. They 
want us to fail, too. They say that they are in favour of 
a hotel in St. George's—yes— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member 
was on a good tack, and he is misleading the House. 
When he just said that we want them to fail, too . . . 
that is incorrect. Almost everybody to a person has 
gotten up and supported this development today, with 
concern. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I do not know how they 
could support this project while they are tearing the 
developer's reputation to shreds. You cannot have it 
both ways. 
 Mr. Speaker, they want us to fail. Never mind 
the fact that this project would create hundreds of 
jobs, with construction jobs and long-term jobs. Never 
mind that it will improve and freshen Bermuda's tour-
ism product. Never mind that it will signal to the in-
vestment world that Bermuda is truly open for devel-
opment business as never before. Never mind all 
those things because . . . How much time do I have 
left, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Okay, I will be finished 
before that.  
 Never mind all those things, because the Op-
position have a long track record of putting party be-
fore country and this is no exception to that particular 
line of thinking.  
 Mr. Speaker, they have failed in this endeav-
our. I am now telling this House what we are going to 
fail at. Do you know what we are going to fail at, Mr. 
Speaker? We are going to fail at failing. That is what 
we are going to fail at. We are going to fail to fail be-
cause we are not going to fail on this thing at all. De-
spite all the toxic rhetoric, disinformation that is always 
thrown this way, we are going to fail to fail.  

We will not be deterred, distracted, deflected 
or any kind of adjective that starts with a "D." We are 
not going to be distracted from this objective and from 
our other objectives as a Government. The objective 
here is to create a money-making machine known as 
a hotel. It is a money-making machine for the devel-
opers. It is a money-making machine for the opera-
tors. It is a money-making machine for Bermudians 
working there. It is a money-making machine for every 
entity in Bermuda that services that machine. It is a 
money-making machine and therefore it is of great 
value to Bermuda and we are not going to fail to do 
that. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 13, MP Glenn Blakeney. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will start where the Member left off in talking 
about a new hotel being a money-making machine. 
That is a real interesting irony here that I see, particu-
larly since we do need hotels. But if hotels were such 
a money-making machine, where has the profit been 
all of these years? If there was that kind of declared 
profit, there would have been investors coming with 
money a long time ago. It would not have been almost 
30 years for them to regain some level of confidence 
and knowing that they could leverage the Government 
of the day because of the challenges that everybody 
knows Bermuda has. 
 Now, the last speaker spoke about the PLP 
putting party before country. You know, that just inter-
ests me so much how he could even have the audaci-
ty to make such a statement when the One Bermuda 
Alliance has put party before country in every instance 
of controversy. There are investigations going on that 
are related to the hotel projects proposed in Bermuda 
where there are no answers.  

There are court proceedings, there are affida-
vits. The people of the country want to know who and 
what to believe. And you are going to tell me party 
before country, when not one person had the decency 
from a political perspective, on the Backbench or front 

bench, to stand up in this House and hold your party 
accountable to misrepresentations in Ministerial 
Statements and subsequent information that was re-
vealed as a result of declarations?  

You are now going to talk in retrospect and 
point a finger at the Progressive Labour Party being 
guilty of putting party before country, when this coun-
try right now as I speak is in turmoil (notwithstanding 
what is trying to be done with the good intentions of 
the One Bermuda Alliance on this particular project)?  

That is where we have the trust deficit. That is 
where we have the scepticism. That is why the ques-
tions are asked and more scepticism comes when 
there are no answers and there is no transparency. 
That is all we have been asking. And there would be 
no school of thought that goes down the road of con-
spiracy if there was no need to suspect whether the 
truth was being revealed or not. That is the critical 
mass. That is what the people of this country expect 
from all of us here representing the interests and the 
best interests of all those vested in Bermuda.  
 So to get up and pontificate and point fingers 
because the Opposition has legitimate questions 
based on the concerns coming back from the people 
we also represent—which, I might add, is just under 
50 per cent of the voting public—that is not that 
skewed. There is no huge majority. There was no 
landslide victory. And, yes, we have had an incredible 
challenge over almost 30 years to get a hotel. The 
reason why is because of the kind of mentality that 
was just expressed by the last speaker, when there 
has been best efforts made that have been innovative.  

Something I was proud to be a part of was 
accompanying a Bermudian singer that was consid-
ered worthy enough—not just by Bermuda but by the 
Americans—to sing the American anthem at the last 
game of the closing of a major stadium in New York 
City, that being Shea Stadium, and then going on to 
sing the National American Anthem at Fenway Park in 
front of thousands of people. But it was an initiative 
that was tried that involved Bermudians—the same 
Bermudians that have talent that would be worthy of 
being showcased in this new development or any ho-
tel in Bermuda that the former speaker just now threw 
cold water on. That was an insult more so to the Ber-
mudian who gave of her worthy talent to expose it in 
front of the theatre market population in our Northeast 
corridor—on most monumental occasions.  

So this is the kind of thing . . . so you are say-
ing that it is not important for Bermudians to be in-
volved in the marketing strategy or innovative con-
cepts. That goes to the heart— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member? 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House.  

We are not saying at all that we did not want 
Bermudians involved. What we were saying is that 
there was a better place in order to have the condition 
of employment and that that was going to be in the 
MBA. It did not have a place in the Act. That was 
simply what we are saying. We are not negating Ber-
mudians and the Honourable Member needs to stop 
suggesting that we are. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The OBA Government has 
been negating Bermudians for the last two and half 
years with their anti-Bermudian policies which is why 
we have had some of the biggest marches ever in this 
country on the Cabinet grounds. So I do not know 
where she goes with that.  

Do not try and convince me. I am telling you 
how people feel. They know it, too. When they talk 
about people hurting in this country, are they talking 
about white people or black people predominantly?  
 
An Hon. Member: We are talking about people. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Let us have some real talk.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Some real talk! Because the 
One Bermuda Alliance is not on the favoured list of a 
significant number of Bermudians in the country.  

Out of desperation, instead of real good faith 
negotiation, they have had to capitulate in certain in-
stances as opposed to compromise. Capitulating is 
giving away almost the whole shop. Compromise is a 
little give and take. Compromise is in good faith that 
opposite on the other side of the negotiating table un-
derstanding some of your sensitivities. Notwithstand-
ing the financial challenges finding out with the meet-
ing of the minds and through a meeting of the minds 
how do we come to an accord where there is some 
give and some take on both sides.  
 We have the minimum revenue guarantee for 
air travel to this country, the cost of doing business in 
this country. These are the kinds of things that an in-
vestor looks at when he considers his ROI—the return 
on the investment. The Progressive Labour Party un-
derstood that. And do you know what? In good faith 
we said, Look, if you train Bermudians, you employ 
Bermudians in the entertainment industry, that is a 
condition. Not one lived up to the expectation that was 
anticipated in employing entertainers in this country as 
ambassadors to welcome visitors through a part of the 
performing arts and our cultural history. Not one hotel!  

But there are exceptions because hotels like 
Grotto Bay, hotels like The Reefs, hotels like the Ham-
ilton Princess have had (for the most part) a level of 
commitment. But it could and should be more.  
 The way that the musicians union in this coun-
try has been treated is absolutely reprehensible. It is 
like, Hey, lump it. This is what it is going to be. And, 
Hey, sorry. No real sensitivity. No public relations ex-
ercised to say, Listen, Mr. and Mrs. Bermudian Enter-
tainer, we have gone beyond the call of duty in trying 
to get an understanding with those that we need in 
this country with their direct foreign investment to see 
what you feel and to understand it. As a result, we are 
still ongoing with those negotiations because we be-
lieve as a part of our tourist product, you have to play 
a most integral part. We will not give up even if we 
have to give more than we would hope we would have 
to give, given the set of circumstances, we promise 
you that we will spend every waking hour in dealing 
with the challenges that you have as an industry in 
entertainment to try and fix it—to make it better. You 
do not hear that kind of speak. No conciliatory speak 
with the primary stakeholders that are responsible for 
us being here in this Chamber to represent their inter-
ests first—their interests first, Mr. Speaker. 
 The former speaker also spoke about it being 
the economics. Their economics has to be tied and 
related to infrastructure, and infrastructure has had 
significant restrictions relative to the tourism product. I 
can recall something I was involved in as one of the 
first tasks I had as a Minister, which was to consider 
an application for Long Bay Beach. Being a brand-
new Minister, green behind the ears, I just thought I 
had to sign the document and say it was approved 
based on appeal, based on the rationale that I saw for 
approving the proposal, but without writing the sub-
stantiation of my rationale. As a result, a lobby group, 
a special interests group, an environmental group, 
took it to court and won—to my chagrin and to the 
proposer's chagrin. Thankfully that proposer is now at 
Tobacco Bay—but those kinds of restrictions on 
something that would have been a viable enhance-
ment to the tourism product.  

One of the reasons why I approved it was be-
cause we had done the exact same thing (or similar to 
it, proposed maybe on a little bigger scale) at Horse-
shoe Bay when busloads of people were coming from 
the cruise ships on a Wednesday night to be enter-
tained with an open-air, moonlight, starlit night of en-
tertainment and dinner and beverages. That went 
very, very well. So these kinds of things would not 
only apply to other areas of the country but, indeed, to 
St. George's as is exampled by Tobacco Bay and as 
is exampled by the Fort St. Catherine Beach.  

But now the question we are asking is, How is 
this really going to fit the model in St. George's when 
there has been no real consultation with the stake-
holders? They do not really know what they are going 
to get, or who it is from, relative to what background is 
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involved with the developer. And those are some of 
the fundamental concerns that have been expressed 
by the Opposition today. What are the bona fides? 
When we see that there is litigation, where we cannot 
go online, where you can go just to Wikipedia and get 
some historical perspective on the background of any 
entity that is legitimate worldwide. Why can we not do 
that? So we ask a question. And since there is a trust 
deficit, the scepticism comes in, in believing what 
comes out of the lips of the OBA.  

Is that hard to follow? If the roles were re-
versed and your feet were in our shoes, you would be 
asking the very same questions if we were giving the 
answers—or not giving the answers, such as the ex-
perience over the last two and a half years. That is 
what has got the country quite concerned on who to 
believe and what to believe—not just the 15 or so 
people over here on the Opposition benches. We are 
not speaking to the issues for us. We are speaking to 
the issues for the people of this country who have ex-
pressed and said their concerns. That is our job, and 
no one can convince me that some of the very same 
concerns have not touched the ears of Members of 
the OBA.  

People have absolutely expressed concerns 
on various levels—whether it has been the revocation 
of contracts, whether it has been the whole situation 
with the affidavits, whether it has been Jetgate. Take 
your pick. So why should the people of the country 
that voted for people here to represent their interests 
not be concerned when they do not get answers or 
see transparency. We have an educated populous. 
They may not be all as articulate as we are here—that 
is why they put us here. But they want us to be honest 
brokers.  

If a question is asked, regardless of what side 
of the political divide, they just want to hear truth that 
is not filtered, that is not misrepresented, that is not 
exaggerated. It is not something that we, as elected 
representatives, should not expect from those who put 
us here to represent their interests to come back to 
them and explain what it is that we are doing and why 
and how it will benefit them. We support a hotel in St. 
George's. That is why we engaged Bazarian. Okay, it 
did not work out. How many deals over the last 30 
years have not worked out? Under the OBA tenure—
there has been Waterfront, there is the Par-La-Ville 
hotel, which is embroiled in a humungous controver-
sy—humungous—that the One Bermuda Alliance is 
responsible for. Everybody understands that. But 
there is no level of commitment to investigating even 
their own. And when they have investigated their own 
and someone who has been in charge of the investi-
gation says they will make public the finding, they are 
muzzled. They are muzzled!  

You have a former Premier who now sits in 
the Cabinet who was not good enough to be Premier 
but is now good enough to be among equals at the 
Cabinet level! You have a former Attorney General 

that said he did not know there was a code of con-
duct!  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: That all ties into the Jetgate 
situation where there was an interest expressed by 
Mr. Landow in the very same property of the hotel that 
is now being proposed to be developed by Desar-
rollos. Connect the dots. Follow the bouncing ball. 
That is why there is the un-readiness by the people of 
this country in trusting the One Bermuda Alliance.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: But I will tell you, if and when 
this works out, we would hope it would be for the best 
and not be (as has been suggested could be the pos-
sibility, if not the probability) a big white elephant on 
the hill in St. George's. We do not hope that. We do 
not hope that. And you could speak that as much as 
you can—just like they are now coining the phrase of 
“misinformation.”  

But what about corruption? That is what I 
have a problem with when I think about the OBA 
based upon the revelations of late from one who is a 
Bermudian who in good faith was dealing with them to 
develop a hotel and the Waterfront, and it has all gone 
awry, and there is no explanation with regard to who 
is actually telling the truth. Just an investigation; just a 
commission of inquiry would get to the bottom of it. 
And that is what the people of the country deserve.  
 Let the truth come out with an investigation 
that is independent and objective. Then your mem-
bers, our members, the country, will know the truth. 
That is why there is the un-readiness based on the 
lack of transparency on this project when legitimate 
questions are asked on various issues that we have in 
the amendments that have been proposed and re-
proposed, because when you come with one set of 
amendments and then you come back to this Honour-
able House— 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —with amendments to the 
amendments— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —we have a problem. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House, again, and has been mis-
leading the House for some time or most of his 
presentation. But when he talks specifically about this 
project and a lack of transparency, we have been 
open on this project from day one. I have given multi-
ple Ministerial Statements to this House, Mr. Speaker. 
I even went out of my way to have Members of the 
Opposition in my office to walk them through the pro-
posed amendments. So I am speaking on this Bill and 
this particular project, there has been nothing but 
openness and transparency with the Opposition and 
with the country. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: The Minister might think he 
has been open and transparent. The country [does] 
not, and the country does not on this project. There is 
no—you talk about a plan—we do not know with re-
gard to the property that is going to be sold about 
where it is, it has not been identified. Start there. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: That is what we are talking 
about. We are talking about specifics. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: No specifics. Not to any 
great degree. There is in principle, but it still to go 
back before the DAB [Development Applications 
Board]. The piece of property that is going to be iden-
tified that is going to be sold—that is not in concrete 
yet. It is coming, yes, it is coming. Everything is com-
ing. The development has been coming. We said that 
it was coming as well. It is a new day, the Minister 
said, and I hope it is. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: But I would implore . . . I 
would implore . . . I would implore that you consult, 
Minister, with the people in St. George's. That you 
consult with the people in St. George's, and the vest-
ed stakeholders in that community, so that there is 
buy-in with a degree of understanding that satisfies 
the curiosity and also satisfies their level of comfort 
which will bring a level of confidence.  
 I hope that this project goes through as it is 
planned in the interest of Bermuda, and that there will 
indeed be a commitment to employing Bermudians 
because we know from the manifestations that exist 
today in this industry, Mr. Speaker, that there is a 
huge lack of confidence in the hospitality industry 
among Bermudians, because there is no one that can 
tell me that there are not enough Bermudians to fill 
every available job that needs to be filled in the hospi-

tality industry save and except for possibly executive 
management level positions. There are some that are 
filled by Bermudians and more that can be filled by 
Bermudians. But when you have [non-Bermudian] 
people serving you water and drinks and food that are 
gainfully employed, and Bermudians that could do that 
work are not, then something is wrong and something 
still has to be fixed there as well.  

So I hope that with the Desarrollos Group, we 
do not see a continuation of the pattern where there is 
more of a commitment to guest workers coming into 
that establishment as opposed to qualified and willing 
able-bodied Bermudians to fill the positions that will be 
made available once that development has been 
completed. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister of Public Works, Minister Cannonier.  
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am an East End bye. I grew up St. David’s, 
went to school in St. George’s, saw Holiday Inn. Back 
in the day then it was probably considered, not high-
end necessarily, but a really good brand in a hotel. I 
spent many days in Holiday Inn, in fact, enjoying 
some of the amenities that they had there, only to see 
us today, 27 years later after Club Med, there is noth-
ing there. Nothing. Nothing, but I guess you would 
say, dry bones and trash and a lot of overgrown 
grass. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, MP Bascome. 
 But I just have to say this here before I con-
tinue on, because I am going to stick to the facts and 
the Bill here. I just want to say to the comments from 
the Honourable Member who just sat down, Great 
minds discuss ideas, Mr. Speaker; average minds 
discuss events; small minds discuss people—Eleanor 
Roosevelt. 
 
An Hon. Member: Amen. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And I am sickened by the 
accusations and the allegations, with no foundation 
whatsoever, continuing on and on and on, and the 
strings that are attached to this, and the strings that 
are attached to that, and we can go on forever and 
ever and ever. And I can sit here, as an MP, and go 
down the Opposition line and talk about all kinds of 
allegations that I have heard that have nothing to do 
with this Bill or this Act. Nothing!  
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The mud-slinging going back and forth. And 
the Opposition has become riddled with bogeyman 
theories. Boo! Every time you turn around a corner—
Boo! In 2012 when they lost the election, it was boo-
hoo! And we continue on with this bogeyman stuff, 
annihilating one another. For what? For political gain? 
This is about, after 27 years . . .  

We have Honourable Members in this House, 
Mr. Speaker, that were just born 27 years ago, and so 
in their whole lifetime they have not seen a hotel 
there.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Twenty-eight years. 
 Have not seen a thing.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. 

But you know what, Mr. Speaker? When I was 
coming along and we byes were running up and down 
the back side there of preparatory school, you know, 
playing against the other schools, cricket and stuff like 
that, there was a saying that we used to say, when 
somebody said something foolish. And you know what 
we used to say? They probably said it in some of the 
other parishes too. Bye, what you smoking, bye? Did 
not mean literally that you were smoking something, 
but I have to ask the question: What in the world is the 
Opposition smoking?  

To listen to the kinds of things and the kind of 
debate that we are having in this House, over getting 
a hotel built, the only conclusion I can come to is, 
What in the world are you smoking? Well, maybe 
drinking too, Bermudians do love to drink, though, 
whether it is Kool-Aid, or anything else.  

You know, we have heard in this Honourable 
House that there self-confessed Kool-Aid drinkers in 
the Opposition. They said it themselves. So we need 
to stop with this rhetoric and get on with the Bill. 

So I am going to go back my opening state-
ment, Great minds discuss ideas, average minds dis-
cuss events, small minds discuss people. Now, let’s 
get down to the business here. I have heard two 
things that have come out of this. They are concerned 
about Bermudians working, and they are also con-
cerned about us giving away land that is down there in 
Club Med. The “fractionals” or whatever you want you 
call it.  

Well, let me just go through the part about the 
land first of all. And I am going educate, and some of 
the former Ministers that are on the Opposition know 
about this here. We, as a Government to this day, 
right now, have over 1,080 buildings that we are re-
sponsible for. In addition to that, we have over 2,000 
parcels of land that we are responsible for. And in this 
day and age, and with the economy the way that it is, 
with the budget that we do have, it is impossible to 

keep up all of that land and all of those buildings. 
Which means, Mr. Speaker, that we need to shed off 
some of this land and we need to shed off some of 
these buildings because we cannot keep up with 
them.  

And we are sitting here talking about a quarter 
of an acre, was it?  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: And we cannot even afford 
to keep up some of the buildings that we are in right 
now, and maintain them.  

We have got to cut our costs. And so one of 
the areas that we can cut our costs is definitely to look 
at land, and selling off some of this land for market 
value. And I want the honourable Opposition to note 
that; Members on this side of the House, the Govern-
ment, have gone back and forth, and Members have 
said, Well, it had better be sold at market value.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Keep up. Keep up. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The grass is this high on 
the land right here— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: —we cannot afford to cut 
it, and it’s something like, There is no upkeep on land. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker,  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: What is the point of order? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sit down and I will tell you. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Tell me. 
 
The Speaker: Just a minute, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Tell me. 
 
The Speaker: Take your seat. 
 And, Honourable Member, you take your seat 
please. 
 All right. Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member is misleading this House. The golf course is 
not being sold. Okay? The golf course is not being 
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sold. The piece of land that the Minister is talking 
about, there is no grass to cut.  
 
The Speaker: All right. All right. Thank you. Thank 
you. 
 Carry on, please, Minister. 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 As I said, I am going to stay on a line of length 
of what the two concerns that I have heard. So, we 
have a situation whereby we need to relieve ourselves 
of some of the land, and some of the properties that 
we have to ensure that they can be kept up and put 
into private hands, which I believe will lead to it being 
maintained, and the like. And then we have on the 
other side of the coin, what I have heard as a concern, 
the concern of Bermudians working. Bermudians 
working.  
 Now, I can assure the Opposition that as we 
went over this thing there were many Members who 
were concerned about the same concern that they 
have over ensuring that Bermudians get back to work. 
And in the summer of 2013, Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Finance Minister alluded to some of what we talk-
ing about and that was . . . we went to a meeting and 
we met with leaders in the industry.  

I believe, Minister Crockwell, you were there 
at that same meeting, as well. Were you at that one at 
that time? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Summer of 2012, and we 
met with leaders of the industry in tourism and hotels. 
And they looked out over Bermuda and they looked at 
all the different properties that we do have and they 
saw prime pieces of property. The old Club Med prop-
erty was one of those properties that they had looked 
at and they said, What beautiful land that you have. 
What beautiful pieces of property that you have that I 
am sure there would be investment towards. But you 
will never get investment in these properties.  

And we were trying to figure out, Okay. Well, 
explain to us what it is that we need to do. Well, first of 
all, they were telling us that we were not even in the 
game, that we were not even speaking the same lan-
guage, or the right language, to the investors, and the 
hoteliers, and the like, to even be considered. And 
that is why after 27 years we are just now getting to 
the point whereby we have a Government who under-
stands and is trying to listen and learn the language of 
ensuring that we get investment into these properties 
and to ensure that we can get more tourists flying 
here, because it is vital to the survival of this country.  

We need to move on and ensure that we get 
Bermudians employed. See, governments do not cre-
ate jobs, but they do create the conditions that invig-
orate an economy that allow private folks to come in 
to create jobs. And that is what this Bill, this Act, is all 

about, ensuring that we can get the likes of Desar-
rollos. And I want to commend the Minister for all of 
the work, and his team who are still here right now, all 
of the work that they have put into it, and I am going to 
be a bit self-serving here and say that even within 
Public Works many of our team have been up day and 
night trying to ensure that they assist the Minister of 
Tourism and his team to ensure that we get to this 
point today.  

But all of the bogeyman stuff, and the trust 
deficits, and the likes . . . you know, we are going 
back and forth and we hear how on the 20th of Sep-
tember, a termination was signed for Bazarian, but yet 
on the 28th it was not terminated. You know, we can 
go back and forth debating all of these things—which 
have nothing to do right now with ensuring that we 
move with some urgency to get people back to work.  

The Government and the Opposition both 
want to see Bermudians getting back to work. But if 
we are going to get into this tit for tat about trust defi-
cit, then you can rest assured we certainly can go 
down that line. But it does no good for the country of 
Bermuda and to the people of Bermuda to continue on 
in this vein because it is not getting private investment 
to the table and, yes, it is scaring people. So for one 
side to say that the other side is scaring investors is 
just politics. Politics. Nonsense! So it needs to stop.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes, we keep going on. 
Going on. There we go. Got to be talking about 
Jetgate and the like. Well, I can assure you that if 
there is anyone that has got something to say about it, 
I do. But you have not heard me say anything, be-
cause I do not want to get into the tit for tat. The truth 
is where it is at. And you can start talking about all 
kinds of strings that you see attached. Ain’t no strings 
attached. That is why you are still sitting there talking 
about it, looking for the bogeyman that does not exist. 

So let us get back to the Act, let us start creat-
ing opportunities and an environment that stimulates 
the market so that people can get back to work. I 
know that the Opposition and Government are tired, 
every day when you . . . the politics in Bermuda, I can 
tell you right now. It is ruthless when you walk out on 
the street because people feel, No way! Bermuda’s 
politics is unlike anywhere else in the world. A politi-
cian walks down Reid Street and guess what hap-
pens? You can rest assured, Pookey, or whoever else 
is going to come by. Your buddy that you grew up 
with, is going to tell you straight to your face, What are 
doing about my job, bye?  

Every single day at least a dozen . . . every 
day at least a dozen people come to me, calling me 
up, e-mailing me, Look, Pop, I need a job. Just like 
that! In good old-fashioned Bermuda language, Pop, I 
need a job! And we are up here in the House . . . How 
many hours we have been debating and we are going 
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to continue on and we are going on about Jetgate and 
bogeyman theories?  

Grow up!  
Get a grip!  
We are trying to put jobs on the table. So the 

legitimate concern is, How do we ensure to get Ber-
mudians back to the table? Not all of this other stuff 
that you want to speculate on. 

Let’s stick to where we are, dealing with this 
Act, so that Bermudians . . . if you think there is more 
trust in the Opposition than in the Government, I want 
the Opposition to know that is a falsehood. The trust 
deficit is in this whole House of Assembly. So we 
need to stop with this bickering. We have something 
exciting, I mean, shucks, we had an Honourable 
Member talking about, you know, what kind of under-
garment, colour undergarments . . . I got red in my 
socks. I am excited about the fact that we had this 
opportunity. Excited!  

This is brilliant! For the first time in years now, 
we have something real on the table that we can work 
with. And when I say “work with,” I mean that means 
the Opposition and Government working with this, 
ensuring that the Minister of Tourism gets the job 
done! 

Now, I can assure you, Opposition, we are go-
ing to get it done no matter what you say. Because we 
have got folks all around. I mean, the OBA is known 
for saying what it has got to say about some of its 
Members. Okay? I ain’t afraid to say it. I am telling 
you. So, it is going to get done. And we are going to 
get on with it. What we are looking for is some con-
structive dialog and even if you want to call it “criti-
cisms,” of how we might be able to work with it. But it 
ain’t going to be no working with anything if we are 
going to sit up here and go through accusations and 
allegations and all of the likes.  

Because I come back to, when I was running 
around St. George’s [Preparatory] and I was the cap-
tain of the cricket team— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Yes. I come from a 
long line of cricket, man. I am hoping to have a game 
against the Opposition one day. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Hoping to. Open those 
bowlers for St. David’s. Go look in your history. You 
will see it.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Well, I need to bowl out the 
Speaker first because he bowled out my father in Cup 
Match, so I need to bowl him out first. 
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: His knees are bad now, so 
that is where I might be able to bowl him out. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I go back to what is im-
portant and it is vitally important that  all of us in this 
Honourable House put our support behind the Hon-
ourable Minister who has been working—you know 
how thorough he is—day and night to make some-
thing happen here. It is happening and I am excited 
about the fact that St. George’s . . . MP Bascome, MP 
Outerbridge, MP [Roberts-]Holshouser. I live in con-
stituency 2. We got something that we cannot let go 
now. We have got our hands on it, and every day 
when I am in St. George’s, the St. Georgians are say-
ing, Listen, man, I don’t care what kind of building you 
put up there, just put a building up there! We want to 
see something happen. 

And I heard earlier about some allegations of 
Town Cut [Channel] and the like, and we were going 
to cut it and all of that, I do not know where the Hon-
ourable Member was going with that, but we certainly 
are looking at how we can revitalise the East End, and 
get business going once again. And incentivising the 
private sector to invest their monies, as we have al-
ready had $70 million of their own money put into this, 
it is the first time we have seen this in a long, long 
time.  

So we can accept the criticisms and the con-
cerns that may be had there, but we cannot accept 
the tools being used to get to that point through accu-
sations and allegations.  

I once again want to commend the Tourism 
Minister for getting to this point in fashion time, know-
ing the urgency. It is our job, Government, to stimulate 
the market. And I am excited at the opportunity that 
we have of stimulating the market through the part-
nership with Desarrollos, the Ministry of Tourism, and 
the other Ministers supporting, Backbench and all, 
getting this thing through fruition after 27 years. It 
might have taken a while, but there is light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. The Chair will recognise now 
the Honourable Member from constituency 24, MP 
Lawrence Scott. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this piece of legislation right 
here, in principle, is a good idea. This, in principle, this 
is what Bermuda needs. And in principle, this is what 
the PLP does support. We support something that is 
tangible. We support something that, once again, in 
principle, is in the best interest of the country. But al-
so, Mr. Speaker, the idea and the principle behind this 
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is good. But the legislation itself, Mr. Speaker. . . I 
think I would have to say that this legislation is proba-
bly nothing more than a commercial, a market, a PR 
tool for “ifso facso” [sic].  

I hear people asking, What is ifso facso?   
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: They . . . so . . . no, no. Ifso 
facso,  Mr. Speaker, they are trying to tell me about 
the product that I am telling them about. Right, Mr. 
Speaker?  

So ifso facso  is sort of like, to give an exam-
ple, Mr. Speaker, if God is love, if love is blind, then 
Ray Charles must be God. That is ifso facso  for you, 
Mr. Speaker. Right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And that is all throughout 
this legislation right here, Mr. Speaker. All right?  

I have listened to them try to justify it in all 
other types of ways, but all I hear, Mr. Speaker, is ifso 
facso . Right? The thing is, Mr. Speaker, I have heard 
Members on the other side say that if the Government 
has not been receiving . . . and this is in response to 
or in criticism to the concessions questions that we 
are asking. The Government says, Well, if the Gov-
ernment hasn’t been receiving revenue from a hotel or 
lack thereof in St. George’s all this time, then we can 
give everything away in concessions. They won’t miss 
anything. That is ifso facso . Right? So, the thing is 
that it— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of clarifica-
tion, Mr. Speaker,— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —if the Honoura-
ble Member would yield one second. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Do you want to give her . . . it is 
up to you, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I just think that 
there are young people who listen to us here. There 
are people who listen to us here and I think that we 
must be accurate. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The expression 
that he wants is ipso facto. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, I understand 
what the Honourable Minister is trying to do, but I can 
tell you, I do not know what degree she has, but I 
know it is not in mind reading. I would like to say “ifso 
facso.” I-F-S-O  F-A-C-S-O. That is what I would like 
to say, Mr. Speaker, and that is what I am saying. So, 
thank you, Mrs. Minister, but I will continue. All right? 
 Mr. Speaker, going back to the legislation at 
hand, and what I just said, where the Government has 
not been getting revenue from a hotel in St. George’s 
all this time, therefore, we can give it all away in con-
cessions. And the reason why I say that, Mr. Speaker, 
is because in the original Bill, actually, if you look on 
page 11, on the original Bill, you will see where Cus-
toms supplied the import duty for every item, a very 
nicely typed-out, specific, itemised list, and they even 
had the Customs’ tariff codes next to it.  

But my understanding with the amendments 
that have come in, is that they have taken all of this 
out and now it is just “operational items.” So, what 
they are trying to say is that instead of having the 
itemised list, Mr. Speaker, what they want to do is 
keep it open. Since this is a lease for 200 or for how-
ever many years, Mr. Speaker, since this is a long-
term lease, the operators, the developers, might actu-
ally be missing something off the list, so therefore, let 
us keep it open so that if we keep it open then later on 
they can come back and they can add it up later, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House and I know that he believes he has the correct 
information because that is the information that his 
colleagues gave him. But if his colleagues recall, dur-
ing the meeting the Permanent Secretary explained 
that he had just returned from a meeting with Customs 
and they would prefer the itemised list. So the item-
ised list will remain in the Bill. And it will be updated, if 
necessary, going forward. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and thank you, Mr. Minister for the clarification. All 
right? 
 So, what I will do, obviously, I will move on to 
my next topic.  

Mr. Speaker, I could be cliché and I could talk 
about the OBA’s campaign promise of 2,000 jobs, but 
Mr. Speaker, to be honest, and just to be frank, that 
would be beating, basically, the proverbial dead 
horse. Because instead of asking about the 2,000 jobs 
that the OBA has failed to create, Mr. Speaker, it 
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might be better if I was to ask this question: If a man 
who cannot count finds a four-leaf clover, is he lucky?  
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And the thing is, Mr. Speak-
er, the reason I ask that question because it would 
be— 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, I might ask that 
question because it is probably better off, or more like-
ly for a Bermudian to find a four-leaf clover on this 
Island under the OBA Government than a job. So, 
with that said, Mr. Speaker, the thing is that why go 
onto jobs and about ifso facso — 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —is that . . . what happens is 
that— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, all around the 
House, please, I cannot hear. The Honourable Mem-
ber is trying to make a presentation. I really cannot 
hear him, you know, above all the other . . . Please, 
Honourable Members, if you would allow the Member 
to present. 
 Carry on. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, I am going to give you a 
little, another example of that ifso facso  on this piece 
of legislation. Right? Mr. Speaker, when it comes to 
the jobs, the PLP’s concern is the fact that we have a 
whole clause that outlines the training, the hiring of 
entertainment, and all of that that was in the original 
Bill. All right? But what the Government has seemed 
to do, they took a little ifso facso , sprinkled it all over 
there, and said, You know what? If Bermudians ha-
ven’t had a job all this time, they won’t miss it. So they 
can’t miss what they don’t have. And that is how they 
seem to justify by saying . . . and then they go and 
say, Well, we are putting it in the master agreement.  

But, Mr. Speaker, the thing is this. Right? It 
sounds good on top. Right, Mr. Speaker? It sounds 
like, If God is love, if love is blind . . . but this is where 
the Ray Charles is God part comes in. As a develop-
er, Mr. Speaker, I would be more concerned with 
breaking the law than I would be about breaching a 
contract. Because, if you put the jobs into the legisla-
tion itself, I understand that there might be some chal-
lenges, but what we should be doing is focusing on 
quality not quantity, Mr. Speaker. We should not be 
worrying about how fast we can get something done, 

but ensure that it is done with quality, that it is done so 
that it can be sustained, and that it is a sustainable 
development, Mr. Speaker.  

Therefore, what we should do is keep the jobs 
in the legislation so that that motivates, that provides a 
. . . a— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —it provides, basically— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes, Minister. 

Go ahead. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I will allow the Honoura-
ble Member to catch his thoughts. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House when he stands here and says that the legisla-
tion would carry greater weight than the Master De-
velopment Agreement, that there are no consequenc-
es to breaching the Master Development Agreement. 
The Honourable and Learned Member earlier refer-
enced a termination letter that the former Government 
terminated with Addax Holdings. They did not refer-
ence the Act in the termination letter. That termination 
letter came as a result of breaches of the Master De-
velopment Agreement. That is the legal document that 
governs the project.  
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You cannot, you know, 
attenuate the importance of the document. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Minis-
ter. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: So, Mr. Speaker, one thing I 
will not do. I am not going to sit there and try to argue 
the points of law with a lawyer. I understand and I re-
spect the subject matter experts in the room. Right? 
Just like I do not expect them to argue aviation or the 
airline industry with me. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, I will move on, Mr. 
Speaker. Again, because speaking— 
 
[Gavel]  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Speaking about aviation, 
and this is where my concern comes in. And this is 
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where the concern of others in my constituency 
comes in, Mr. Speaker, with the hotel development. If 
you go and you look at the tourism numbers, because 
I know the Honourable Minister stood up and said that 
there has been a time that we had hotels that were full 
to the brim and so and stuff like that. Mr. Speaker, I 
respectfully say that that is a fictional truth. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: That is— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. And, again, the taking my 
comments out of context.  
 I was not trying to make the point that hotels 
in Bermuda are full all the time. I made the point that 
at a time during our peak season last summer, our 
reduced capacity, we have lost 50 per cent of our 
rooms, but when we were full, airlines were not com-
ing in full. Some of them were coming in 40 per cent 
capacity. So, you know, I am not saying that the ho-
tels are doing all great. We know that there are chal-
lenges. But the point is, we need more capacity to 
attract more people. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, yes, I under-
stand what the Honourable Minister was trying to say, 
that we need more capacity. But when you look at the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority 2014 Visitor Arrival Re-
port you will see that in 2013 we had 57 per cent oc-
cupancy. We had 58 per cent hotel occupancy in 
2014.  

Mr. Speaker, since the OBA has taken power, 
the highest occupancy rate was 86 per cent, which 
was the month of July 2013. That is the highest we 
have ever had. But yet, if we cannot fill the current 
hotels that we have now with tourists, Mr. Speaker, if 
we have had a steady decline in our air arrivals, how 
are we expected to sustain a new hotel development? 
This is just a question. I am not trying to throw water 
on the fire, Mr. Speaker, I am just raising . . . but these 
are just what the numbers are saying. The Govern-
ment has said to come and talk facts; I am speaking 
facts, Mr. Speaker. I am using reports and statistics 
that have been provided, that are out there. 

Mr. Speaker, that is what we are asking for. 
Mr. Speaker, me more than anybody, and I do not 
want put myself above anybody else, (and I will be 

selfish for a minute), I need this hotel to be successful. 
Why? Because my career depends on it, Mr. Speaker. 
If we cannot have people coming in, if the Honourable 
Finance Minister said that a hotel is supposed to help 
revitalise our tourism product, Mr. Speaker, I person-
ally do not see how one hotel is going to do that, but I 
will go with the Minister on that. Right? I will be posi-
tive in thinking about it because the thing is, our tour-
ism product needs to be revitalised. Our tourism prod-
uct needs, basically, life breathed into it.  

It is not revitalised by one hotel, Mr. Speaker. 
And the thing is that if our tourism product is not revi-
talised, if this hotel is not successful because we are 
not attracting more tourists, Mr. Speaker, I am literally 
out of a job. And this is how I want to show how con-
nected to this I am and how serious I take this. This is 
not about politics for me, Mr. Speaker. This is a way of 
life. I work for an airline. I work for JetBlue Airways 
that flies in here. If the tourism product is not success-
ful, Mr. Speaker, I am out of a job. I will not be able to 
sustain the quality of life that I feel I deserve. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am seriously . . . I may try 
to make light of it, I may use “ifso facso” as a  little tag 
line to get every body’s interest. Right? But at the 
same time, these are real concerns that I have, Mr. 
Speaker, because the thing is, we need tourists to 
support a hotel. And what we on this side are saying 
is that we are all for a hotel, Mr. Speaker. But what we 
do not want is for this hotel to be rushed through and 
then after it has been developed, after it has been 
built that we then realise that we missed a step, we 
skipped a step, or we could have done things better.  

Let us do it right the first time so that we can 
all celebrate in the success of a hotel. So that we can 
all say, You know what? The Government, whoever it 
may be, whether the OBA cut the ribbon or whether 
the PLP cut the ribbon, at least we can all say, You 
know what? We did this together. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what I want to say in mov-
ing forward is that I think that maybe, maybe this hotel 
project is a little too soon. I am not saying that we do 
not need one; I just say that we need to focus on our 
tourism product. Now, what I would like to hear the 
Government say in response to what I have just said, 
is that we can walk and chew gum at the same time, 
Mr. Speaker. That is what I am hoping I hear from the 
next speaker on that side. And the next speaker from 
the Government I hope can say that, You know what? 
This is what we are doing with the tourism product. 
That the Bermuda Tourism Authority is going to do A, 
B, C, D, E, F, G and this is what we are projecting. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I am concerned about our 
tourism product more than anything. And I think I have 
tied it in because I am going to talk about our tourism 
product in a little bit more depth. And I think I have 
tied in our tourism product [in] relation to this Bill be-
cause they do go hand in hand. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
that what we need to do as an Island [is]  . . . I have 
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got a couple of minutes. I am going to give a brief his-
tory. 

When it comes to our tourism product, Mr. 
Speaker, where we fall short is the fact that this Is-
land, and part of our economy as a whole, the reason 
that we are in the position that we are in is not neces-
sarily because of any particular Government, not be-
cause of any particular Minister. It is because we are 
at a transition period in our history as a country. We 
have never before had to figure out how to make 
money as a country. Money has always fallen in our 
laps, Mr. Speaker. We have always been at the right 
place at the right time. It started with our agriculture 
industry, which went into our original Blue Economy, 
which was ship building. And then after that it went 
into tourism, and tourism was because of Princess 
Victoria that came here. And then from there it went 
into international business because the Bahamian 
Prime Minister uttered the words that he was thinking 
about causing the international companies to pay tax-
es and they then came to Bermuda. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, these are times that 
we have never seen before. We have never had to sit 
there and say, This is how we are going to make 
money. This is how we are going to do anything like 
that, because we have never had to promote our-
selves. So what we have to do now, Mr. Speaker, is 
really take a step back, put some politics on the side 
burner and ensure that what we do is quality. I do not 
want to be associated with a Parliament that passes 
legislation and passes Bills that are not quality.  

Mr. Speaker, the Government’s success is my 
success. The Government can only be successful with 
a successful Opposition. But right now what I see, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the Government is not really listening 
to what we have to say. They are so busy focusing on 
trying to make us into the bogeyman, and the person 
that just took his seat said that all we are doing is talk-
ing about bogeyman this and bogeyman that. No, we 
are not trying to scare anybody. We are showing peo-
ple the reality of what is really going on. We are show-
ing them the holes in the legislation that should be 
fixed.  

Mr. Speaker, what we are doing is voicing the 
concerns of the people that we represent, with no 
apology. So for any MP on the other side to say that 
we are doing anything different, that is a farce, Mr. 
Speaker. And that will be my new favourite saying, a 
“fictional truth.” For those that do not know what  

fictional truth is, look up the definition of “fic-
tion.” We should all know what the definition of “truth” 
is. Put them together and you will realise what I am 
trying to say is because the word that that actually . . . 
That is a creative way of saying the “L” word, Mr. 
Speaker.  

So, Mr. Speaker, what we need to do now is 
seriously look at this Bill. Mr. Speaker, I am going to 
be honest. With the explanation that the Honourable 
and Learned Member gave about the Master Agree-

ment, I do not really understand it. I do not. But I 
would feel better if it was in the legislation. My constit-
uents would feel better if I could go back to them and 
say, You know what, Mr. and Mrs. Constituency 24? 
Bermudians have jobs. Bermudians will have jobs. 
Bermudians are guaranteed to be hired because the 
legislation says so— not because of an agreement 
that we do not really have a say over. Not because of 
an agreement that comes after we pass the legisla-
tion, Mr. Speaker. Because that is something my con-
stituents cannot fathom, that my constituents cannot 
wrap their heads around. And that is who I am re-
sponsible for.  

So all the Government Ministers, all the Gov-
ernment benches can all laugh at me when I say “ifso 
facso”  and whatever I say, Mr. Speaker, because at 
the end of the day, I am responsible to my constitu-
ents, and that is whose opinion that I care about. That 
is whose opinion that matters to me. 

So, Mr. Speaker, once again, the main thing is 
jobs for Bermudians. We need a guarantee, not a 
promise, because we were promised 2,000 jobs back 
in 2012. We were promised change, and we got the 
change, Mr. Speaker, but it was not for the better. 
Right? There are many people in my constituency that 
would say that they have not seen a job since 2012.  

Mr. Speaker, there are people that I see on 
the railway trail when I am walking my dog, that say, 
Do you know what? This is what is going on. I have 
had a non-Bermudian be given a position over me, 
[and I am] a Bermudian.  

Mr. Speaker, I have constituents who are hav-
ing issues, and when they go to Government and 
when they go to the Minister, they are shunned away. 
They are not even given the time of day. So, Mr. 
Speaker, this is serious. This is not politics anymore, 
Mr. Speaker. This is not just my livelihood. It is the 
livelihoods of thousands of other Bermudians, Mr. 
Speaker. So, we can try to make light of it, but this is a 
serious topic. We need a guarantee for Bermudian 
jobs. We need a guarantee that, you know what? That 
we are not giving . . . we are not just rolling over out of 
desperation. 

I understand that beggars cannot be choos-
ers. And right now we are beggars, Mr. Speaker. We 
are not number one in tourism anymore. But you can-
not dismiss what the Bahamas is doing better than us. 
You cannot dismiss . . . when they have the Baha Mar 
project, and they might not . . . it might just be a build-
ing. It might turn into a big, expensive birdhouse, Mr. 
Speaker. But, also, you cannot take for granted the 
fact that the Cayman Islands are posting record arrival 
rates. And we are sitting here in decline.  

But most Caribbean Islands are, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I mean, we have bigger issues. One is-
sue is that . . . you know, what Bermudians cannot 
understand is that we need our tourism product to be 
successful in order for our hotels to be successful, 
and if our hotels are successful then the economy can 
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be successful. But yet we are paying somebody a half 
a million dollars but there is no success, Mr. Speaker. 
And people are frustrated.  

I am frustrated, Mr. Speaker. So when we 
come here and we talk about that jobs for Bermudians 
are going to be in a contract and not the legislation, 
can you imagine how frustrating that is going to be for 
me to go back to my constituents? And they are going 
to say, Well, Lawrence, why didn’t you do something 
more? And all I can is because, You know what? The 
Government laughed at ifso facso .  

You know, Mr. Speaker, as my time is getting 
short, I only have about eight minutes or so. I have a 
little time on my Windows Surface Pro. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I do not really want to take all my time. But 
the thing is, I want to reiterate that we on this side be-
lieve that this is a good idea. We want this to succeed. 
But as I started off with Ray Charles, Mr. Speaker, I 
believe that Ray Charles could see and Helen Keller 
could read that this is a good idea that is suffering 
from bad execution.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 33. MP Jamahl Simmons, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good evening. 
 
The Speaker: Good evening. 
 
Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons: Good evening colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, this hotel has to happen. It must 
happen. It has to happen and must happen. Our peo-
ple are desperate to get back to work. Some of us will 
have seats regardless of the outcome of the next elec-
tion. That is just the way the cookie crumbles. But 
there are people who are looking for that light at the 
end of the tunnel. Hope, not just for entry-level posi-
tions, not just for a hustle, but for a career and the 
ability to feed their families, advance their career, 
move up, and represent their country as Bermudians 
do best in the tourism economy.  
 Mr. Speaker, when we look at the people that 
I know, a woman who worked for an insurance com-
pany who is now working as a waitress because she 
cannot find anything; when I look at the man who 
used to own a business who is now working as a se-
curity guard, these are the people, these are the sto-
ries of our people. When I look at the families, there 
are people who have tried to kill themselves because 
they could not afford to pay for their homes. Our peo-
ple are suffering like they have never suffered before.  

It is not a game, and that is why this is so crit-
ical that this is done right. And it goes beyond the con-
tract because we have hotels in existence now that 
have been given massive concessions, that still we 

hear stories from our people of Bermudians not being 
hired, of Bermudians not being promoted, of Bermudi-
ans not being trained. This is why it is so important 
that we get this right. We are starting on the ground 
floor of something new. A potential revitalisation of 
what we do best as a people—serve the world.  

And if we do not get it right, we will be coming 
back three years, four years from now with a hotel that 
is asking us for a bailout because we did not get it 
right and they could not get the people here, and it is 
just not working out. Or we will come back in five 
years and we are still hearing our people working in 
jobs beneath their education, beneath their abilities 
because they have not been hired. We have to get 
this right.  
 Mr. Speaker, if we look at the potential, as the 
Minister said the potential, of a casino being in this, 
we do not have very many Bermudians with any expe-
rience working in casinos. Now is the time that we 
need to begin preparing our people for what will come, 
because this hotel is not opening next year. If it opens 
2017, 2018, whenever, we have the time now to pre-
pare our people to be in the running for those jobs.  

Now, when most hotels are set up what hap-
pens is there would be a group, particularly from a 
quality line, I believe it was the Marriott the Minister 
said that we are looking at now? Well, whichever line 
it is, they will bring in a management group from over-
seas to sort of set it up and get things running and 
going. And the ideal scenario is to be able to plug 
Bermudians in who are nearly ready, have potential to 
move up and fill these things once that management 
group has everything up and going, once they have 
shaken out all the bugs in the hotel, you know, the 
different things, they have gotten the restaurants, 
menus right. They have worked all these little details. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to say 
we want to emulate the rest of the world in terms of 
concessions, in terms of an open doorway, but not get 
the lesson of what the other countries in the world are 
doing that we are not. Mr. Speaker, we can trace the 
decline of tourism when people will point to the 1980 
strike, they will point to the adding of addition of gra-
tuities, they will point to many things. But I believe if 
we look critically and honestly, it was the beginning of 
the removal of the Bermudian from our tourism pack-
age. That was the beginning of the end, Mr. Speaker. 
That was the beginning of the end. 

So when a Bermudian who may have worked 
a white-collar job during the day, and would go and 
work in the hotel, and was able to be treated with dig-
nity and respect, and make a liveable wage where 
they could educate their children, where they could 
build their home, where they could do things to give 
themselves a better quality of life, when that began to 
crumble, when we started seeing people come in who 
do not treat Bermudians with respect, who did not 
treat Bermudians with dignity, and some, as a matter 
of fact, did not want to hire Bermudians, that is when 
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we saw the decline. The people who came to this Is-
land, came for Bermudians.  

I love our beaches, but there are beaches 
everywhere. Not as pretty as ours, but there are 
beaches everywhere. There are casinos everywhere. 
There are fancier airports everywhere. But Bermudi-
ans are not everywhere. And that is the key. And that 
is the key that I think that we have to get a grip on. 
That is why the training aspect is so important to us. 
And I understand the assurances the Minister has 
made, but I think that we have to go deeper than this. 
This is a tourism, cultural discussion. It is an Island-
wide cultural discussion we need to have. Because in 
this country you cannot insult most demographics ex-
cept the Bermudian.  

It is acceptable to denigrate the Bermudian, in 
most circles, especially when it is used as a euphe-
mism for black Bermudians. It is acceptable, because 
we will hear people boast during the boon days, I 
don’t rent to Bermudians. We hear employers talk 
about, Bermudians are lazy. They cannot make time. 
When it rains, you know, they don’t want to come to 
work. We have built a culture that we say, and under-
stand, that when it is negative it is a euphemism for 
black Bermudians; when it is positive, it is all of us, 
you know. So when we talk about coming together it is 
all of us, when we talk about those lazy people, it is 
usually black Bermudians. But I digress. 

But the language that we use, locally, as 
business leaders, as co-workers, as Members of Par-
liament, sends a message to the world that our people 
of no value. We tell them, You don’t want to hire these 
people because they are no good. They are lazy. 
They don’t make time. That is the message that we 
send when we allow this talk to become the dominant 
narrative. When I look at the men and women I have 
worked with, the Bermudians I have worked with at 
the Fairmont Southampton back in 2010, 2012, I saw 
some very talented individuals, people who have had 
a lot of potential ability. And Mr. Speaker, I am sure 
you are aware of many as well, from your past with 
the Fairmont Hamilton.  

But I also saw in the industry the condoning of 
anti-Bermudian attitudes. The condoning of when a 
work permit comes up, employees [were] told, We like 
you where you are. Don’t apply for that position. And 
you know, [they] go to Immigration, and say, Well, 
nobody internally wanted it. Nobody externally could 
pass the test. And so now a person on a work permit 
is rolled over again. 

We have to be vigilant. And this is a collective 
thing. This is something that we have fallen down on, 
perhaps because our economy was doing so well we 
got our eye off the ball. But we need to be vigilant that 
every single Bermudian who wants to work, who has 
the right attitude and the right ability, is not being de-
nied an opportunity in our country. We need to look at 
our labour laws to make sure that the penalties are 
severe enough as a deterrent to employers, local or 

international, against discriminating against Bermudi-
ans.  

We need to look at reforming the Employment 
Act and look at things like the probation period, which 
is something that we introduced, but which we have 
found that some employers use as a trick to hire 
somebody locally and then say, Well, they didn’t work 
out. And now there are no locals. Let’s bring in the 
person I really wanted. Three months, you know, you 
get the hope you have got a little something going in, 
and now yanked away, and all of sudden somebody 
on a work permit is sitting there. We cannot . . . it 
makes no sense.  

Mark my words, Mr. Speaker, if Bermudians 
do not have the opportunity, and I am not talking 
about building the hotel, alone. I am not talking about 
serving the drinks, alone. I am not talking about open-
ing the doors, alone. Unless Bermudians are at every 
level, and given the opportunity to reach every level, 
this will fail, as our tourism industry has failed. Be-
cause the Bermudian element is the one part no coun-
try can duplicate. I will take my people and put them 
up against any people.  

Mr. Speaker, when I worked at Fairmont 
Southampton, we used to host seasoned travellers, 
journalists from overseas, Travel and Leisure, Cigar 
Aficionado, Esquire, GQ, you name it. They all said a 
couple of things to me. One of the first things they 
used to say was that they were shocked at how close 
Bermuda was to the East Coast. Veteran, experi-
enced travellers, writers of the industry, did not know 
how close we were. But the other thing they said, eve-
ry single one of them without fail said this, The best 
service I have ever received in the world was from 
Bermudians. The best! And when it was bad, it normal 
bad, it was not some freakishly, outlandish, crazy 
thing that they have never experienced before. But the 
best they ever had was from a Bermudian.  

When they come to this country, and no dis-
respect for those who come here for the opportunity, 
they do not want to have waiters who do not know the 
land, who do not know the country, who do not have 
the capacity on their hours off to take you on a drive 
and show you the country, to build those connections. 
People came back for the people. Our hotels ain’t 
sharp. You think people came back for our hotels? 
No! They ain’t sharp. But the people—the people—is 
what brought them back—consistently, again and 
again. And we have lost that element.  

There was a reason why, if you looked at it, it 
would be a grandmother who, as a young girl, came to 
Bermuda. Right? Maybe to the College Weeks, had 
her honeymoon, had children, that multi-generational 
experience. Why do they keep coming back? If you 
look at it, there are beaches everywhere. There is 
nothing particularly special unless you experience it 
for yourself. But it is the people. And that element has 
to be included. That is why we are so passionate 
about the training and about the entertainment.  
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People, when they go to an island, do not 
want to hear what we have seen in many of our estab-
lishments, knock-off American lounge acts, singing 
American music and just, you know, there is none of 
that feeling of being in an island, none of that feeling. 
That is what we are missing. That is what other coun-
tries understand. Mr. Speaker, the island of Saint 
Kitts, 50,000 people, they have a Marriott. They have 
a casino as well. I walked in there, the people opened 
the doors, local. People at the front desk, local. Peo-
ple in the casinos, local. Everybody, top to bottom. 
And I asked somebody, Do you bring in any people? 
Is there anybody else from other countries work here? 
And they said to me, Who else would be here? Who 
else would be here? They could not understand the 
question. [They] could not understand the belief that 
you had to bring in somebody else to do a job that 
your people could do. It was inconceivable.  

And with our economy the way it is going, we 
have to face some serious facts. If we cannot get tour-
ism working, we have got a serious problem. Interna-
tional business as it is going is maturing. It is not go-
ing to produce the jobs it used to. It is not going to 
have the benefits it used to. We have to realise that 
we are at the stage in a lot of ways that our ancestors 
were when the Easter Lily fad died off. We could not 
sell Easter Lilies any more, or we couldn’t build 
sloops, or whatever it was, because somebody found 
a way to do it cheaper, faster, whatever.  

So now we have to start, not just getting our 
people ready to be in control of this part of our econ-
omy,  [because] if we are not going to diversify our 
economy this is where we are going to have to put our 
energy in . . . diversifying our economy is critical. But 
we have to get our people these jobs. And it cannot 
just be that you expect Bermudians to just be waiters 
when they aspire to more. You cannot expect that. 
And we also have to be very clear, when the first 
shovel goes into the ground there needs to be a Ber-
mudian holding that shovel. When the ribbon is cut, 
and the door is open, there needs to be a Bermudian 
opening that door. That is what will make it success-
ful. 

And we have to now invest in our people and 
train them, and prepare them. It makes no sense to 
have this place open in three years’ time and they tell 
us, Well, gee, you guys have no qualified Bermudians, 
when we have time to prepare. If we can find money 
to give bonuses to the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Author-
ity], when we should be giving out pink slips, if we can 
find money to fund (in my opinion) frivolous court cas-
es against the leader of the BPSU [Bermuda Public 
Services Union], we can find money to prepare our 
people to be, not just the servers, not just the han-
dlers, but the masters of this new property. And let 
that be the beginning of a change, a mindset where 
we stop saying, Bermudians can’t do it, where we stop 
encouraging non-Bermudians to not hire our people 

because we put the mouth on our own people and say 
that they are not good enough.  

We have an opportunity; this is why we have 
to get this right. We have to train our people, prepare 
our people, and do what it takes. And I am not en-
couraged by it just being in the Master Agreement. I 
would have liked to have seen legislation, because 
history has shown that if we are not strong and stand 
firm, our people get left out. And it is our people right 
now who are suffering and just want a fair chance, but 
are tired of going on interviews, and being told, You 
are over qualified. They are tired . . . no, they want to 
work. And they should have the opportunity to work.  

We need to stop the negative anti-Bermudian 
talk. And we need to shift our mindset from we need 
to bring in the best, to the best is right here. We have 
cultivated the best. We have built the best. We are the 
best. Because, I am telling you, we can take tourism 
. . . I am not afraid of Cuba, if Bermudians are at the 
forefront. I am not afraid of the Dominican Republic, or 
Baha Mar, none of those places, if Bermudians are at 
the forefront. We can do it. We just have to have the 
confidence and faith. And we need the Government, 
once this Bill has passed, once the ground is broken, 
once the ribbon is cut, once the door is open, to stay 
on this developer and this management company and 
every single other company that comes to this country 
and police them, not with an eye to hinder their busi-
ness, not with an eye to be unfriendly, but to protect 
the people who pay our salaries as Members of Par-
liament, Mr. Speaker. That is what it is about, because 
that is who I work for. I do not work for a foreign de-
veloper. Never have and probably never will. But I 
work for the people of Bermuda and I know they can 
do this. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge the Government, if 
you will not put this in the legislation, to put this in your 
heart and make it a priority that Bermudians will come 
first. Let this be the start of something new, where our 
people come first, get first crack, first chance, and I 
guarantee you that we will succeed. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister for Economic Development, Dr. Gibbons. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I understand that it is the Oppo-
sition’s job to portray the glass as half empty, but let 
me see if I can cheer up the Honourable Member who 
just took his seat.  

I was down at the Hamilton Princess about 
the middle of last week. My wife and I went down 
there after actually an Energy Public Meeting. We 
went to Marcus. We knew that we did not have any 
reservations. We knew it was very unlikely to be able 
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to get in. So we went in there and they said, No, they 
were completely full. My wife said, Well, can we sit at 
the bar? And they said, Well, yes, you can sit at the 
bar. So we went over to the bar and we were aston-
ished. Okay? This is enlightened management down 
there. 
 
The Speaker: That is my kind of place. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It was, it was a 
whole group of young Bermudians. Okay? There were 
obviously very enthusiastic. They were excited. They 
were happy to be there, and I think they did a phe-
nomenal job, just in terms of talking with us. The ser-
vice was excellent. The food was pretty good, by the 
way, as well. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Pretty good. Yes, I 
have got high standards. So I am going to say pretty 
good. But it was certainly, at least as far as hotel res-
taurants go; it was excellent in that sense.  

But I do not mean to damn with faint praise, 
but it was actually a really good experience. And in 
some respects, I agree with the Honourable Member 
who just took his seat. I think we all understand that 
Bermudians, when they are motivated and trained 
properly, can do a superb job of selling Bermuda. In 
fact, they are ones that can probably do the best job in 
terms of selling Bermuda.  
 So I think that what the Honourable Member 
needs to hear, and I think we heard it from the Minis-
ter a little bit earlier on, is that when you are talking 
about a name brand five-star hotel, training is implicit 
because they are not going to be able to charge five-
star prices unless they provide the kind of service, and 
the kind of welcome, and the kind of value for money 
that people expect when they go to a five-star hotel. 
So it is implicit. And it is unfortunate in a way because 
the attitude that the Honourable Member who just took 
his seat had was part of the reason that I think we lost 
a lot of people from Bermuda over the last few years. 
It is an attitude of suspicion, of not, basically, being 
supportive, but basically being critical about a lot of 
different things. And I am not going to get into that. 

But let me go back to where I wanted to start 
and just say that I think that this is a watershed piece 
of legislation in many respects. And I say that be-
cause I remember working with the Honourable Mem-
ber, David Dodwell, the former Member David Dod-
well, back in the mid-1990s when we were trying— 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, I am dating my-
self. There are others who have been in the House 
longer. 

 But when we were trying to see if we could 
find a replacement for the Club Med, at the time We 
had a developer, and I cannot remember the name at 
this particular point, it was about 1997, 1998, but we 
all know what happened after that. 
 
An Hon. Member: What happened? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It was a change of 
Government. Okay? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I think the Honoura-
ble Member knows what happened after that. 
 Now, I am not saying that that was the reason 
there was no replacement for Club Med at the time, 
but I was rather amused, not the speaker who just 
took his seat, but the one before that who was com-
plaining about this legislation, at least I understood 
him to be complaining, this legislation was being 
rushed forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, after 27 years, I do not think the 
people of St. George’s will feel this legislation is being 
rushed forward. I think they would say it is a long, long 
way overdue. And I know there was the implication 
here that there are still issues that need to be ad-
dressed, and I think the Honourable Member who 
brought this to the House today, the Honourable 
Member Shawn Crockwell, recognised that and he 
said we still have to come back later in the next ses-
sion of the House, to bring the leases, because if you 
are going to lease anything for 262 years, the House 
has to approve it. And also (and I think this is really 
interesting) to make the Master Development Agree-
ment available as well.  
 I can remember back in 2007/08 trying to get 
a look at the Master Development Agreement at the 
time, trying to ask questions. And I know the Honour-
able Member on the other side, Mr. Furbert, was also 
very interested at that time to try and get a look at it, 
but it was not forthcoming, Mr. Speaker. So, I say that 
to begin by saying that I think the Minister and his 
team really deserve to be commended to get this 
piece of legislation here today in the form that it is in.  

Are we at the end of the trail yet? Absolutely 
not. There are still things that need to be done. There 
is still work that needs to be done. There are still is-
sues (and I think they are fairly small at this point) that 
need to be sorted out in terms of the leases and the 
Master Development Agreement, and I think that the 
commitment was there that those would come. But I 
think the Honourable Member and his team certainly 
deserve a great deal of appreciation for all the hard 
work, as others have said, that it took to get this par-
ticular piece of legislation to this place.  

It has not been easy. I have been involved, 
and other colleagues have been involved as well 
through the Economic Development Committee, we 
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have seen some of the ups and downs. It is not easy. 
As Honourable Members have said, it is a very com-
petitive climate out there right now and a lot of other 
jurisdictions are certainly going out of their way to give 
huge concessions simply to get hotels here. And I 
think that is important. 
 Now, one of the things that did trouble me a 
little bit about what I am hearing from the Opposition 
as well, and you heard it with the speaker before last. 
He said, In principle we agree with this Act. Others 
have said they are in full support of a hotel in St. 
George’s. Mr. Speaker, what we are talking about is a 
very specific hotel in St. George’s now. This is not 
about “in principle.” This is not about “in full support” 
of some generic hotel. You either agree with this hotel 
that is coming forward now, or you do not. And I think 
that if you do not, you have to explain to the people of 
St. George’s why you are not supporting this very 
specific project, which is a Desarrollos project, which 
is coming right now. It is not good enough to say, We 
agree in principle. Or, We are in full support of some 
hotel. You either agree with this one now or you do 
not. And if you do not, you do not vote for this particu-
lar piece of legislation.  

I can assure you that the Government be-
lieves this is an appropriate hotel. It has taken a lot of 
work to get here and I think colleagues on this side of 
the House are certainly in full support of this hotel in 
St. George’s, and I suspect we will hear from one of 
the other Honourable Members from St. George’s a 
little later on who will talk about how important this 
hotel really is to St. George’s. We have already talked 
about hundreds of jobs in the construction area. We 
have talked about long-term jobs in the tourism indus-
try, and we have talked about the very important mes-
sage this sends about a hotel site which has been 
vacant for 27 years, and is now working its way to-
ward construction and completion. I think that is a very 
important message to the broader investment group 
out there, to the industry as a whole. 
 I would like to talk about a couple of other 
points. I think many things have been addressed al-
ready, but one of the comments that the Honourable 
Member, Mr. De Silva, made earlier on was that there 
were, when he was going through some of the con-
cerns that the Opposition had, he said there are no 
out clauses in the Bill. Now, what I understood by that 
was [that] he was looking for some provision in the Bill 
that would give the Government the ability to be able 
to cancel the development going forward.  

I think it is important to note, unless he can 
find it for me, that were certainly no provisions in the 
Park Hyatt Act either. There were no out clauses in 
that as well. And I think that allows us to make a 
broader point which others have tried to make as well, 
and that is that the reason for that is because the out 
clauses, if you can put it that way, the safety cord, is 
in the Master Development Agreement. In fact, it was 
pretty clear that when the former Government, and the 

Honourable Member who was Minister of Business 
Development and Tourism at the time, Wayne 
Furbert, decided on the 20th of September 2012, to 
essentially terminate the agreement, they did not turn 
to the Park Hyatt Act, that was essentially repealed 
many months later, long after the former Government 
had left. They turned to the Master Development 
Agreement. And that is that letter that was referred to 
earlier, the 20th of September 2012 from the Minister 
of Business Development and Tourism, the Honoura-
ble Member Mr. Furbert, at the time, which terminated 
the agreement with the Park Hyatt group, which is not 
really the Park Hyatt group, it was really Addax Hold-
ings, which was Mr. Bazarian, at the time.  

I say that because that reinforces the im-
portance of what is in the Master Development 
Agreement. That is the contract between the Govern-
ment and the developer. And that is why, we on this 
side of the House have said it is so important to have 
in there the various issues related to training and first 
preference for Bermudians, because that is really the 
agreement that has the clout in terms of the contract, 
the legal agreement, between the developer and 
Government. And that is why even though others may 
feel better on that side of the House about having it in 
the Act, what we have been saying all afternoon, at 
least those on the Government side, is that is an old 
way of looking at things. That is an approach which 
was put in place in 2001 or 2002, the Hotels Conces-
sion Act. And, frankly, Mr. Speaker, it simply has not 
worked. 

I think, as Honourable Members have said, 
there have been a lot of other issues which relate to 
the success of tourism as well. But, quite frankly, the 
Hotels Concession Act is not competitive; it simply 
does not work in this day and age. My honourable 
colleague, Mr. Richards, has said it, [and] the Hon-
ourable Member Minister of Tourism. In that summit 
which we had a year or two ago, it was spelled out 
very clearly what we need to do. And the Minister of 
Tourism has said it, and the Minister of Finance has 
said it this evening, you do not have your investment 
connected, essentially, to conditions and whatever, 
you [do not] have that connected . . . the investment to 
the concessions. You put your conditions for employ-
ment and other stuff into the Master Development 
Agreement and that is a newer way, a more modern 
way of approaching this.  

The former Act, which we have talked about 
replacing, and I am sure this House will see at some 
point in the near future when the Minister of Tourism 
does it . . . we will come forward with a new hotel in-
centive Act which will be different and we will look at it 
from a different prospective. It will be a 2015 or 2016 
approach to this, not the year 2000 approach to it. 
And, quite frankly, while we have used the Hotels 
Concession Act in a couple of cases, I will be the first 
to admit that it has been difficult. I think that if you talk 
to any hotelier who has actually tried to apply it, be-
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sides the Customs part, it is very difficult. There is a 
lot of paperwork and documentation, and I think a lot 
of hoteliers actually have not really gotten very much 
out of it because of the difficulty of actually getting the 
concessions. 

So all of that to say, while I understand the 
concerns, and the Opposition is right to express con-
cerns, that is part of their job, the fact of the matter is 
we are taking a new and different approach to it, and 
the approach the late David Allen took and his basket 
of incentives may have been right for the late 1990s 
and early 2000s, but it simply is not working anymore 
in this day and age.  

So, a couple of other points, if I may. I think 
the other issue was subsidiaries. And I think the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. De Silva, accepted the fact that 
with these projects, you often set up a number of sub-
sidiaries. In fact, in the Park Hyatt Act there were six 
separate leases. One of them dealt with the hotel, one 
of them dealt with the golf course, I suspect (I do not 
know, I have not looked) that each of those leases 
probably had a separate subsidiary associated with it. 
It is simply a way of structuring it, it is a way that your 
financial backers (and I am talking about probably the 
banks as well as your equity participants) want to 
make sure that the thing is structured appropriately 
and it is structured in a flexible way. There is nothing 
untoward about that. It is simply a way of ensuring 
that you have got separation between different as-
pects of this. And I suspect that the hotel and the re-
sort lots and others will all have separate subsidiaries 
associated with them. 

The other thing that I wanted to underscore as 
well is this issue of the equity. I think it is not unheard 
of, but it is pretty unusual, to have over 50 per cent 
equity in a deal like this. And I think that should give 
us a lot of . . . in other words, the developers them-
selves have got significant skin in the game. They are 
putting in over 50 per cent of the financing, at this 
point it looks like it is going to come from equity. That 
is a fairly high proportion. If it is a lot lower than that, 
which it was, I believe, in the case of Mr. Bazarian, 
that means the project is highly leveraged, it is sensi-
tive to ups and downs. Whereas, if you have a lot eq-
uity in it, a high proportion of equity, that is a very 
good thing, and that is what we are seeing here in this 
particular approach. 

The other point that I wanted to make, which I 
think the Honourable Member, Mr. Scott, had made 
was this concern about build it and they will come. We 
are not basically getting enough visitors now, why 
would you build something like this? We are not going 
to be able to fill it.  

I think that does not recognise the impact that 
some of these properties have had in other places. 
And I think a good example would be Four Seasons in 
Saint Kitts and Nevis. Mr. Dodwell would be well 
aware of that. When you have something of that sig-
nificance come, it is like a rising tide that helps to lift a 

lot of boats. They have significant marketing power. 
They have significant draw. They have a lot of people 
that follow and stay in, whether it is Four Seasons or 
St. Regis, or what have you. And as a consequence, it 
brings additional throw weight, fire power, to the whole 
issue of marketing St. George’s and marketing Ber-
muda as a whole. So, as they found in Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, when people cannot get rooms in the Four 
Seasons, they stay in other places. So a lot of those 
bed and breakfasts in St. George’s may benefit. Other 
hotels in the Island may benefit as well, as a conse-
quence of having a significant power coming in that 
kind of a way. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I said I would not be very 
long, but I think as I said at the beginning, this is a 
watershed piece of hotel legislation. It is very im-
portant as part of the overall rejuvenation of the hotel 
and tourism industry that we are bringing here. And I 
think it is something that I would hope, even though 
we will hear the glass is half empty, that all Members 
can support. And I know that this is going to be a huge 
benefit to the people of St. George’s and Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? The Chair will recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Member from constituency 36. MP Michael 
Scott, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, of course, the analysis by the 
two senior front benchman, Ministers of the Govern-
ment, Mr. Richards and Dr. Gibbons, have sought to 
produce a viable rationale for this project. But, Mr. 
Speaker, one of the theses that the Government is 
clearly seeking to rely upon is that there is an invest-
ment body of cash, hundreds of millions of dollars, 
which we should all be celebrating as coming to Ber-
muda. But I want to challenge the Minister of Finance 
who took that position. He said that Desarrollos have 
been spending hundreds of millions of their own mon-
ey and he characterised the amount of money coming 
as they are bringing hundreds of millions of dollars 
into Bermuda. Now, the debate today has been going 
backwards and forwards on the intent of the Opposi-
tion in raising concerns. 
 
[Mr. Rolfe Commissiong, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: With your permission, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker, I would like to read the case claim 
against, including Desarrollos, and an Italian (now a 
convict who has been imprisoned), that has taken 
place and that we have heard so much about as tak-
ing place in the federal courts. The point that com-
pletely contradicts the Honourable Minister of Finance 
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is this, theses for supporting this project, is that they 
are spending their own money.  

In this case involving a number of defendants, 
including the Desarrollos Company, with Mr. Stipa as  
principal, we learn that the receivership entity is the 
money that was used by that company, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. The receivership money was used to fund 
the Aruba hotel. So, they have got no skin in the 
game. They are using other peoples’ money, fraudu-
lently. May I read it? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order. Point of order, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. In the project before the Honourable House 
today, we have made it abundantly clear that the de-
velopers are putting up over 50 per cent, between $70 
million and $90 million. How is that not skin in the 
game? In what the Honourable Member just said, the 
point of order is [that he is] not correct. The monies 
that they got from a hedge fund, they got a loan from 
a hedge fund that was run by the Italian, was merely 
$15 million. It was the end of the development of the 
hotel. That was not the major money. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I take my Honourable and 
Learned Minister of Tourism’s point. 
 No, I should have been a little more clear. The 
reason for the Opposition’s concern is that Desarrollos 
are involved as defendants in a fraudulent scheme 
where this took place. That is the point. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. And I know, in his full regalia today of law, he 
must have had a case, but I am wondering if the Hon-
ourable Member has read the pleading, which is a 
pleading by the plaintiff. Nowhere in that document 
does it state that Mr. Stipa, or anyone connected with 
Mr. Stipa, had knowledge of the scheme. Nowhere!  

So every time they say they were part of the 
scheme, that is false! The allegation, which they have 
not denied, is that they received the loan from the 
fund, once it was determined that the fund was being 
run as a Ponzi scheme they had made those funds 
available as restitution. It is a simple and straight-
forward case. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 You may resume. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 

 The criminal proceeding, now with your per-
mission, Mr. Acting Speaker. Paragraph 36 of the 
claim indicates that according to the information, “Illar-
ramendi” (this is the Italian) “engaged in or caused 
multiple acts in furtherance of the Ponzi scheme” . . . 
(1) making false statements to investors, creditors 
and”— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
The Acting Speaker: You may have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House by making it appear as if 
those proceedings have anything to do with the de-
velopers. That is abstract in the pleadings, referring to 
criminal proceedings of Mr. Illarramendi (is his name). 
[It] has no connection at all. That was the proceedings 
as it related to the hedge fund in Connecticut [USA]. 
There were references. If he reads that abstract, he 
will determine that the Stipas are never mentioned. I 
would encourage the Honourable and Learned Mem-
ber to read the pleading.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Member from constituency 36, you may re-
sume, sir. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 Paragraph 46 of this claim that I have will al-
low me to do just that.  

“Defendants received or benefited from $15 
million” (at least) “transferred from Receivership Enti-
ties while failing to provide any reasonably equivalent 
value to the Receivership Entities in connection with 
these transfers.”  

Stipa, Desarrollos NEWCO, Desarrollos Cu-
raçao Holding, Desarrollos Aruba Holding, Desarrollos 
DHC Aruba, and Romeo Mouawad are parties to a 
share agreement and share agreements dated 22 
June 2010. The agreement describes Stipa, Desar-
rollos, NEWCO, Curaçao Holding as the developers of 
the hotel and defines the entities as developers direct-
ly or indirectly, fully owned by or related to Stipa.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So what? Read para-
graph 63.  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, read 63. 
 
[inaudible interjection] 
 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVi0JJ9ZVd1IA5OcnnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTByOHZyb21tBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzcg--/RV=2/RE=1440126858/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2fmichaelkenwoodgroupreceivership.com%2fuploads%2fDE_1_-_Complaint.pdf/RK=0/RS=byHB8bcUDVM8CYK0xtJbr_26jVc-
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: And so, Mr. Acting Speaker, 
the familiarity and similarity in this case in which De-
sarrollos are defendants, the familiarity and similarity 
of the president’s, Stipa’s, involvement in a case 
where the criminal claim is one that is so familiar with 
what we have now seen by the amendments brought 
by the Honourable Minister of Tourism, is the reason 
that we raise— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, the Honourable Member 
is misleading the House! And that is shocking what he 
just said. Shocking! 
 The criminal pleading that he is referring to 
has nothing to do with the civil case. In the pleadings, 
someone referred to an abstract of criminal proceed-
ings, laying out a summary. The only allegations in the 
civil pleadings—these are civil pleadings—is that the 
company was in receipt of funds of a fund that was 
deemed to be run by a Ponzi scheme. Just like Bernie 
Madoff, there were charities that received funds from 
the Madoff scheme. Were they involved in the 
scheme? 
 
An Hon. Member: No! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: They ended up [having] 
to provide restitution, even charities have to provide 
restitution once it is ascertained that the origin of the 
funds is illegal.  

It is clear in the proceedings, if the Honoura-
ble Member will read it, that they never say that the 
Stipa family had any knowledge. In fact, the Tourism 
Shadow Minister even said to me earlier, We get that. 
That there was no knowledge that the Stipa family had 
awareness that this was a Ponzi scheme. We cannot 
put this type of misinformation out there in the public. 
It serves no one. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. You have 
made that point. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I do not know what is making 
this Member, the Honourable Minister so excited.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
An Hon. Member: Really? 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, it is not misinformation. I 
am reading it from a case summary. And— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. Point of order. 
 This is the problem. It is not a case summary. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Have your seat, Shadow Minis-
ter. 
  

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. It is totally mis-
leading and a mischaracterisation of what this is. It is 
not a case summary. It is pleading by plaintiffs that 
are trying to put forward a position. There has not 
been a case in relation to this. That is a misleading 
statement to say that it is a case summary.  

Now that Honourable Member, with some ex-
perience over the years, must know the difference 
between a case summary in relation to a case that 
has finished, where there is a judgment, and the 
pleading of one party. This nonsense . . . and Mr. Act-
ing Speaker, you need to stop this. This nonsense 
needs to stop. This totally, totally, totally unaccepta-
ble. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Okay. Thank you, Member. 
 Member, are you going to continue with that 
line of inquiry or has this been exhausted now? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: No, I do not accept anything 
that the former Attorney General has just said. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: What is the point of order? 
What is the point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading and imputing improper motives] 

 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: He is again being totally mis-
leading and he is [imputing] improper motives be-
cause if he does not accept a word I just said, he does 
not know the difference between a case summary or 
pleadings, he needs to explain to the public what it is 
and tell them why it is a case summary when there 
has not been a case. So how can he not accept what I 
just said? 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member from con-
stituency 25. 
 Member from [constituency] 36, you once 
again have the floor. You may proceed. 
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: The case, the civil action (as 
the Minister of Tourism was at pains to point out) is 
what I am reading from, and seeking your permission 
to read from. I rely on it because of the very special 
similarities in this case, including how any corporate 
advisors are seeking, have no doubt sought, from the 
Government, including the Minister of Tourism, to 
have the very same corporate structure as appears in 
these proceedings. And they give us cause to ask 
questions.  

That is the gravamen of the Opposition’s con-
cern. We see the corporate structure that is taking 
place in the amendments that have just been brought 
today appearing in a matter in Connecticut’s federal 
court, that are either directly similar or so similar as to 
ask ourselves why the Government seeks to proceed 
with this . . . with this . . .  
 
An Hon. Member: Legislation. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: —set of amendments which 
have been the elements that have given us the great-
est concern, without a risk assessment that you have 
assured the House as opposed to all of this defending 
of the . . . blindly and without supporting your position 
with a reasonable assurance of their being either no 
difference between these serious matters and the 
matters that you are about to embark the Government 
on in the partnership with Desarrollos.  

These are reasons for the questions and con-
cerns. And any reasonable reading of this case, in-
cluding the criminal proceedings that are set out 
here— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Have your seat. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 25. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: The Honourable Member is 
misleading this House again. He is characterising that 
it is a case. It is not a case. It is pleadings in a civil 
proceeding. He cannot keep mischaracterising it. I 
know that it is a strategy, but he cannot keep mis-
characterising it as a case. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The pendency of the Honour-
able and Learned Member is the reason why I say I 
am not impressed by anything that the Honourable 
and Learned Member is saying. I am relying on this 
document, which makes it as clear as the writing that 
is here, as what I am relying on.  
 

[Crosstalk] 
 
The Acting Speaker: You may proceed, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 Another concern is paragraph 50, an overview 
of the agreements. “The Share Sales Agreements 
states that the Developers signed” (the developers are 
Desarrollos) “a series of agreements with the govern-
ment of Aruba and the operator and manager of the 
Hotel for the construction and operation of the Hotel.” 
A series of agreements.  

So, this is the similarity too. This is this sub-
sidiaries point.  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable and Learned Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. He is making a colossal 
stretch from the fact that the development in Aruba 
received $15 million from a fund. And the corporate 
structure . . . it has nothing . . . The fact that the corpo-
rate structure will be similar in Bermuda, as it probably 
was in all the other jurisdictions that they built hotels, 
has nothing to do with the court action. Nothing at all.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I am not necessarily making 
that point. That is a different point.  

My primary point is that the Government has 
an obligation to work with partners, developers, and 
investors in our country following the compliance with 
both “know your customer” [KYC] and ensuring that it 
does not raise questions about the developer.  

Now, we are entitled to say that this developer 
who is involved as a party, a defendant, in a continu-
ing civil action that involves fraud, concealment . . . 
and therefore, I have made the point. We know that 
the Italian, Mr. Illarramendi, has been convicted, but it 
cannot be overlooked that Desarrollos, as a company 
and, therefore, Mr. Stipa, is a named defendant. And 
so we need you to vet— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Well, how could you . . . how 
could you— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 

The Acting Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Finance Minister. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House when he says, We need to 
vet. We have already vetted.  

An Hon. Member: Twice. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Ministry of Tourism 
vetted the Stipa family. And totally independently, the 
Bermuda Monetary Authority [BMA] vetted the Stipa 
family.  

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is right. 
I spoke to Jeremy Cox personally on this to 

make sure that he was satisfied—personally—that he 
was satisfied. And, Mr. Acting Speaker, I will say that 
just because somebody borrows money from some-
body that is a crook, does not make him a crook. It 
does not make him a crook; does not even make him 
questionable. I mean, is the Honourable Member say-
ing that if he borrows money from the Bank of Butter-
field and if the Bank of Butterfield is run by a bunch of 
crooks, that makes the borrower a crook? That is a 
nonsensical statement. A nonsensical argument.  

The Acting Speaker: Member from [constituency] 36, 
you may resume. 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: I was also making the point 
that the Minister of Finance was urging this House to 
accept that millions of dollars of investment will, 
through this project, come into the hotel development 
in St. George’s. When, in fact, the scheme of the fraud 
in this case, to which I have been referring, involved 
the receivership’s cash. And so there was no risk to 
these particular players in this scheme.  

Now, the last time the Minister stood and 
complained that I was making this complaint about 
this case. And I am not saying that, but it is the con-
cern that in a live court case, this was the MO, modus 
operandi. And how can we, with any confidence, pre-
sent to the country that these kinds of players are the 
very partners that we are seeking to do business with. 
The Bermuda Monetary Authority has a duty, a vetting 
duty in this country for the purposes of incorporating a 
company.  

When and if this matter were to go south, the 
responsibility would be . . . if it were to fail for any rea-

sons of due process, you cannot blame the Bermuda 
Monetary Authority or Mr. Jeremy Cox. The primary 
responsibility to make sure that the country is protect-
ed is with yourself. And I have listened with alarm that 
you have thrown the rugby ball into the lap of Bermu-
da Monetary Authority. 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 

The Acting Speaker: We do not want to  . . . please. 
We have three people who have a point of order. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of order. The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House yet again. 

He is showing a woeful, woeful legal under-
standing and disdain for how AML [anti-money laun-
dering] and KYC procedure works. I am not surprised, 
given certain things, but it would not be for the Gov-
ernment to go and do that. There are the proper au-
thorities that these things get vetted through.  

Can you just imagine, Mr. Acting Speaker, if 
we had not gone through as a Government the prop-
erty authoritative analysis through the BMA and others 
who said, Don’t worry about it. We did it ourselves. 
The hue and cry in doing it. There are proper proce-
dures that have to be taken, and they have all been 
taken.  

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I also have a point of or-
der. 

The Acting Speaker: Point of order. 
What is your point of order, Member? 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The point of order is that 
the Honourable Member is misleading the House. 

The chief vetter of the entire Island of Bermu-
da is the Bermuda Monetary Authority. That is their 
job; that is what they do. We have gone to them to ask 
them to check these people out. They did so. The 
Tourism Ministry did so, and, which I forgot to men-
tion, because they got a term sheet from the Bank of 
Butterfield, the Bank of Butterfield also did a vetting 
process on them, as did HSBC. No one has said to 
anybody that there is anything doubtful about this 
group. Not one. We have one, two, three, four, five 
people that have vetted this company. 

The Acting Speaker: Okay. You may resume again 
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Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Shadow Minister and Member 
for [constituency] 36, I just want to inform you that you 
have about three minutes left. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes. Thank you. 
 So, the exercise has been helpful because up 
until these answers have been produced from . . . we 
have never had these . . . I have been in most of the 
debate all day, we have never had these assurances 
about the concerns that have been raised by the Op-
position as clear as the Minister of Finance has put. 
But, the Opposition cannot be faulted for extracting 
these assurances from the Government. And, frankly, 
you should have been able to have said this right in 
the brief so that we would not have had to pull nails on 
this issue.  
 And then the Government has a responsibility 
too. This is my other point. The Government has a 
responsibility to the country, not to just hand over and 
to make a judgment call about these matters that I 
have been referring to in the case. The Government 
has a responsibility to say, Notwithstanding, the steps 
that Mr. Cox and BMA have taken . . . you have a re-
sponsibility as a Cabinet, 12 to 13, common sense, 
understanding the world, to also apply your judgment 
about these partners that you are going to do deals 
with. 
 Now, the Minister of Finance in his presenta-
tion also has revealed, and this is the concern, that 
the new approach is to not say that we come to the 
game with any balls to put into the pitch. And we say 
that this is an experiment to concede the entire bank 
because the environment globally— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Experiment. It is a new exper-
iment by the Government that concedes that because 
the investor and competitive environment is such that 
other destinations are making these concessions, roll-
ing over to the investor community, and given them all 
that they want, is the way to go and will be the way for 
governments to go. 
 The concern we have had throughout in the 
Opposition benches has been that there has been a 
number of flagged concerns with this particular devel-
oper. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

 Any other Honourable Members care to 
speak? The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency . . . 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thirty. 
 
The Speaker: Thirty, sorry, constituency 30, MP Leah 
Scott. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good evening. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like to applaud 
the Minister for bringing this legislation. I think it is a 
great achievement, and I know he has worked very 
hard to bring this legislation to the House. I am proud 
to support him in this. I know that there have been 
very many concerns about the creation of jobs.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Government has worked 
very hard to create an environment that people will 
want to invest in. We have tried to create an environ-
ment where people will want to bring their money 
here, and not take it to other jurisdictions. And I think 
that our efforts have paid off, Mr. Speaker. We are 
going to create hundreds of jobs for people. Desar-
rollos wants to invest a $150 million in Bermuda. To 
me, that is 150 million reasons to be able to make re-
quests of the things that they want to be able to do 
here. 
 If I can just read from the Minister’s State-
ment, “The proposed development includes 122 guest 
rooms, 105 resort residences, 8 estate lots which will 
be sold to non-Bermudians. The developer has also 
advised that consideration is being given to utilising 
15 out of the 105 resort residences for fractional 
units.” 
 Mr. Speaker, do you know how many jobs that 
is going to create, not just in construction, but in the 
hotel industry itself? I think that we should be ap-
plauded for bringing this legislation. As it has been 
said many times this evening, it has been over 27 
years since a hotel has been down in St. George’s, 
and I think that the Minister is doing an excellent job. I 
think that we, as an entire Parliament, should be sup-
porting this. And while I understand that there are res-
ervations and concerns about whether or not Bermu-
dians are going to be trained, I do not think that you 
can legislate behaviour.  

So putting in a piece of legislation that some-
body has to do this or has to do that, is not necessari-
ly going to make them hire and train Bermudians. I 
think that it should be in the Master Development 
Agreement. I think that the Minister is going to ensure 
that the people from Desarrollos honour their word. 
And I think that he is going to ensure that Bermudians 
are trained. I cannot imagine a hotelier coming to 
Bermuda and not wanting to hire Bermudians. And 
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from what I understand, they are already looking at 
Bermudian talent and looking for people in Bermuda 
to place in the hotel. 

I remember my first job in Bermuda was at the 
Southampton Princess. I worked in the Convention’s 
Department. It was actually one of the best jobs that I 
have ever had. I do not think I have ever been any-
where, been employed anywhere where I have had 
more fun, or had a better time. And I think that Ber-
mudians needs to get back into the hotel industry. My 
son’s father used to work at Sonesta Beach Hotel 
many years ago. And I remember back in the 1980s 
and he was bringing home a $2,000 to $2,500 pay 
cheque a week. So that was in the 1980s, so you can 
imagine what it can be like in a five-star hotel now.  

I think that Bermudians need to get prepared 
for what is going to be coming down the pike. I think 
that they need to ready themselves. We have to 
change our mindset and we have to be open to re-
ceive people who want to put their money here. We 
have to want them to be here. They do not have to put 
their money here. They can put it in any other jurisdic-
tion. So I think we need to embrace what is coming for 
us. I think that we need to be proud of what is coming 
to this Island, and what Bermuda is going to be. 

Again, I would like to thank the Minister, and 
he has my full support in this legislation. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 3, St. David’s, MP Lovitta 
Foggo. You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Mr. Speaker, I am here this 
evening to tell you that I was ordered to speak on 
this— 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: —by the Honourable Minister 
of Tourism.  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I am sure he pretty much 
guessed that— 
 
The Speaker: You are from St. George’s. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: That is right. 
 —that I would get up and speak on this mat-
ter. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yes. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: In fact, he threatened me. 
[Laughter]  
 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: No, but, you know . . . yes.  
I am compelled to speak on this Mr. Speaker, 

because it does involve St. George’s. And I can say, 
speaking for every St. Georgian, we remember the 
vibrant St. George’s Parish. We remember what it was 
like when Loews Bermuda Beach and other hotels 
were operating in St. George’s. St. George’s was a 
very busy hub in the Island of Bermuda. Now St. 
George’s, which has been designated as a World Her-
itage Site, I think would be well complemented by hav-
ing a hotel in the St. George’s area.  
 But the reason why many of my colleagues 
have stood to speak on this is not because they do 
not wish for a hotel to be here. I would think that every 
single Bermudian would like to see a hotel develop-
ment in St. George’s. It would boggle my mind if they 
said otherwise. But being the Opposition, we question 
(I guess) particularly some of the amendments that 
have been set forth. Not because we do not want it to 
work, but more so because we want to be assured 
that what is being put in place is going to be to the 
benefit of the Bermudian, first and foremost. 

I think Members can attest to the fact that they 
have heard me say that several times, standing to my 
feet, that Bermudians must come first. So when the 
matter arises regarding employment for Bermudians, 
we want to be assured that, indeed, the Bermudian 
will not be left out of the equation, because living in 
these 21 square miles we have seen over the years 
some actions which have taken place that sometimes 
do not seem to put the Bermudian first. And we want 
to be assured that in this deal that, indeed, there will 
be employment for Bermudians. And not just employ-
ment for Bermudians, but we are hoping that the hotel 
ends up with 100 per cent employment for Bermudi-
ans. 

When I grew up in St. George’s and I used to 
visit the St. George’s hotel or Loews Bermuda Beach, 
I can tell you that when I walked into those hotels, 
everybody knew me (in terms of workers). Everybody 
knew me and I knew them. It was either Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Burgess, whomever! They were all Bermudian work-
ers, for the most part. Yes, there were some foreign 
employees. Yes, there were. I would be lying if I said 
otherwise. But the majority of the employees were 
Bermudians, and they sold the Bermudian product to 
the extent where you saw visitors come year after 
year after year to experience the Bermudian flavour. 
So when one of our Honourable Members stood to 
their feet and spoke about the fact that it is the Ber-
mudian who sells Bermuda, and keeps those tourists 
coming back, they were absolutely right. 

I am not saying that the Government certainly 
does not want to see because . . . I don’t . . . I can’t 
. . . I would wonder why they would not want to see 
Bermudians being employed. So I am not suggesting 
that in any of my words. But what I am saying, we 
want (if you will) a guarantee that this hotel will ensure 
that it puts Bermudians first and foremost. And when 
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we see a situation which, Mr. Speaker, provides free-
hold property to Government land, we have the right 
to ask whether or not this is the best deal. And so, we 
just want assurances that it is the best deal. That in 
this deal, there is the guarantee that Bermuda will be 
the benefactor, that the people will definitely experi-
ence benefits. That is all we are asking when we 
question and ask the Government to provide details 
that will leave us all happy with this Bill being passed 
today. Because we do not want to see down the road 
anything that transpires which ends up having the ef-
fect of saying, Oh, my God, what have we done here? 

So I do not harbour the notion that anyone 
who sits in the Honourable House today is doing 
things wilfully that will not lead to that end result be-
cause I know that we are all sitting here today making 
the arguments and presentations with Bermuda’s best 
interest at heart. I know I can say for myself and for 
others who have spoken with me, St. George’s in par-
ticular, that there is a concern that in the agreement, 
the Master [Development Agreement] that the land 
surrounding the East End Primary may be part of the 
deal. And I have a concern about that because I think, 
as the Minister of Education [does], and I am sure the 
Minister of Tourism [does] too, they know the public 
outcry that took place when there was the thought that 
East End Primary may close.  

I can tell you, there will be—I have no doubt—
a major upset which will probably lead to a fight if East 
End Primary land is part of that deal because East 
End for many St. Georgians was the bastion for St. 
Georgians. It is the oldest public elementary school for 
blacks in particular. And being a World Heritage Site, 
we believe that that is not an institution that you would 
want to see done away with.  

I am just making a point of some of the con-
cerns that came out. I am not speaking against . . . so 
I am saying that that is the thought. Minister, I am say-
ing that that is the thought. I do not think, I do not 
know, if that is the case. But I can tell you those are 
the concerns that have come to the fore that I have 
had to deal with in terms of the hotel coming online. 

I cannot speak for the Honourable Kenneth 
Bascome, but I am sure that even if he has not heard 
that concern, he has heard some concerns. But I 
know, like myself, he has been confronted by many 
who are eager for this hotel to come online, but not if it 
. . . well, when I say “not” . . . but they do not want to 
see institutions like East End (if you will) a causality. 
So, Minister, when I stand to my feet that is one of my 
concerns. 

Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Point of order or clarification. 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Clarification? 

[Inaudible interjection] 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 

Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Point of order. She is mislead-
ing the House, but I don’t think— 

The Speaker: Just a second, Honourable Member. 
Please take your seat. 
All right.  

Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I don’t believe it is intentional. 
So I will clarify that for the Member because we have 
had this conversation before. 

Any suggestion that any school in the East 
End has any association with this Desarrollos project 
or hotel being built, is absolute nonsense. It is untrue. 
We have had this conversation, so let’s not even go 
there. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Minister, for that 
clarification, or point of order. But, I did not say that if 
that . . . yes, I was just speaking about concerns that 
had been raised. But I do appreciate the information. 
So I hope that all of Bermuda did hear you say that, 
so at least I know I will not get confronted with that 
issue again. 

But going back to the reason why we are here 
today and we are here speaking on a hotel develop-
ment, Minister, again, it is concerns like that and oth-
ers that the Opposition, representing the people of 
Bermuda, want to be able to be assured that we have 
the best deal on the table and that down the road we 
will all be jumping for joy when the shovel is put in the 
ground and the new hotel development is erected. 

So, Minister, and to the Government, please 
understand that we are here doing our job as the loyal 
Opposition, trying to ensure that Bermuda, indeed, will 
be the benefactor. I believe, I know, that a hotel, a 
successful hotel, will be a good thing for St. George’s 
in particular, and Bermuda as a whole. Hopefully, all 
of that translates into long-term employment for our 
Bermudians. Hopefully, that translates into continuing 
improvement in the tourism product, and hopefully 
that will translate into increased numbers of tourists 
visiting our shores when this hotel does come online. 
So, on that note, Mr. Speaker, I will take my seat. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 

The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 4— 

Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Yes, thank you 
very much. 

The Speaker: MP Susann Roberts-Holshouser. You 
have the floor.  
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Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker, I 
was not planning on standing as I am not feeling very 
well, but I couldn’t resist the opportunity. 
 It does fascinate me sometimes when infor-
mation is put out there, or statements are put there or 
. . . the reality of it is when you make such statements, 
as what we have just heard from the Member that 
took their seat, while the intention might not have 
been a bad one, there are people that are going to 
think . . . they are not going to hear the full statement. 
And I think that is disingenuous.  

Mr. Speaker, that is unfair because we have 
heard about land being given away—or sorry, being 
sold, Crown land and the size of that land, in compari-
son to what the truth is. And the fact that we are not 
giving away land, we are going to sell it at market val-
ue, at the cost, the value as we have had to do with 
other properties. When Bermuda found itself in an 
economic situation, it left us as a Government of Ber-
muda putting the people first rather than our own 
agendas. And whether that might not settle very nicely 
for some people, it is the truth for others.  

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing that I would not 
want to congratulate, to say negatively. The Minister 
and his team have worked long and hard hours for the 
betterment of our future, not our yesterday.  
 Mr. Speaker, while looking at some of the in-
formation data that I have over the past few weeks, 
one of the statements that I had picked up from the 
Member from constituency 6, that was said in the past 
and at one point I believe when he was Minister of 
Tourism, was the Island’s hospitality industry in on the 
cusp of a major renaissance, imploring locals to 
dream bold dreams about its potential.  

Well, Mr. Speaker, I think it is awesome that 
the One Bermuda Alliance is not just dreaming. Be-
cause dreams, Mr. Speaker, while they are good, are 
only worthwhile when they become a reality. And the 
One Bermuda Alliance has made this a reality. Mr. 
Speaker, it is not without having to correct false 
statements. I have to be honest with you, if I was an 
individual looking at investing the amount of money 
that they are in Bermuda, and hearing some of the 
rhetoric that we have to listen to, that they have to 
absorb, they could go anywhere in the world if they 
want to.  

Mr. Speaker, we are honoured that they have 
chosen Bermuda. We are honoured, especially those 
people in the Town of St. George’s, not only does this 
mean an increase in jobs, it means that the little 
stores like Gojo’s [Coffee Shop], the little stores, the 
mom-and-pops that have not necessarily been as 
successful as they should have been. They can look 
at increasing and multiplying their business. Multipli-
cation, not just adding, but multiplying. 

Mr. Speaker, while I understand the Opposi-
tion’s position is always to ask the questions, it is not 
to put out false information, so that people can walk 
away questioning whether we did our homework, 

whether individuals were not looked at to see whether 
they were above board. Of course we are going to do 
our homework. Of course we are going to dot our i’s 
and cross our t’s. Unlike another event that was just 
prior to an election that I went down to the Town of St. 
George’s to hear this wonderful, grandiose promise in 
anticipation of a hotel which never took place, Mr. 
Speaker. And, Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt in my 
mind that people are questioning whether we would 
be able to pull it off because the thread of doubt was 
planted. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I am here to say that with 
the likes of the team that put this together, with the 
gratitude of the people of Bermuda that will benefit 
from one end of the Island to the other, I am very 
grateful because I know that I am constantly in this 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. And, Mr. Speaker, 
there are too many Bermudians that have not taken 
advantages of the businesses that are there. And I 
look forward to the day that a Bermudian wants to 
come down to St. George’s to get a sandwich from Art 
Mel’s [Spicy Dicy], but it is too full because there are 
tourists lined up and they cannot have an opportunity. 
They will have to come back another day. I think that 
would be an awesome thing for the Town of St. 
George’s. 

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker, 
while I am speaking I would prefer not to hear the 
Whip on the opposite side speaking. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Mr. Speaker, I 
wanted to point out the fact that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: I wanted to point 
out the fact that there were concerns of Bermudians 
not able to get a job. I use this opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker, to implore our young Bermudians, our young 
people, and our middle-aged people. Look into the 
career of tourism. See where it will take you. See 
where it will take us. Get involved. Go to the college. 
Now is the time.  

Now is the time to set yourself up because 
you see what is coming in the future, be a part of it. 
But do not sit back and say, Well, I didn’t get a job.  

I have to say, one of the notes that I had 
looked at was, back in 2008, the then-Minister of the 
Economy, Mrs. Patrice Minors, who I have great re-
spect for, and lives in my constituency, at one point 
refused to renew pot washer, or other similar job cat-
egory, work permits. The reality of what happened in 
that particular case was no Bermudians came for-
ward, so it had to be reversed. 
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There is one important factor that we must 
never forget. Not only do we have a development of a 
new hotel and potential for our future, we have an 
Immigration Department. And their job is to make sure 
that we are not inundated with non-Bermudians, that 
Bermudians do come first. But the only thing, again, I 
will reiterate before I take my seat is that we must en-
courage them to go into the field now. They might not 
be paid the riches of the bankers of the world, but 
their richest rewards will be about sharing who they 
are with people who have no idea who we are, ex-
panding on the beauty of being Bermudian and what 
we can give to them that they cannot get in any other 
part of the world.  

So when we have had to make concessions in 
order to ensure the future of our people, I am glad we 
have done so. And it is not at the cost . . . and I rec-
ognise that should be a concern. And it is a valid con-
cern, but one that we as a Government recognise, 
and it is just as important to us. But more important is 
encouraging and giving Bermudians an opportunity to 
work, which, quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, is what this 
opportunity is giving us. And I know that the Town of 
St. George’s and the area surrounding will be ex-
tremely grateful and excited. And let’s get on with it! 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 16, MP Michael Weeks. 
You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As I get started, I want to make it abundantly 
clear that Members on this side of the House and I are 
in full support of any successful hotel development. 
So even though we may come up with some issues 
that we see, especially when it comes to our people 
and our community, we have to be abundantly clear, 
Mr. Speaker, that we also support a hotel develop-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, my concern, like a lot of my con-
stituents and a lot of my colleagues, is the job oppor-
tunities at this new hotel development. I know that we 
have given them a 262-year lease. I think it is im-
portant that this hotel show, or the developers show, 
corporate citizenship. In what way are they going to 
help to ensure that our people come first?  

I remember when it was Holiday Inn and Club 
Med and the like down there. So I know what it was 
when there was a hotel there. But I am not of the 
mindset that because we have not had a hotel, we will 
put a hotel there by any means necessary. We still 
have to ensure that the people of Bermuda come first 
and this deal that we may enter into is going to benefit 
us as Bermudians. Right? And some may say, Well, 
we haven’t had a hotel for the last 30 years or so, so 
jobs are going to be created. Short-term jobs, yes, in 

the building of the hotel, but we are looking for more 
long-term jobs. 

What I would like to suggest, Mr. Speaker, is 
that with all the concessions that we are giving this 
development in order for the hotel to be built, it would 
be a good partnership opportunity if the developers 
looked to help to repair and renovate the infrastruc-
ture, i.e., things like the forts, help to renovate and 
upgrade the buildings down in the town, so the neigh-
bours could see a good corporate citizen. One thing I 
really want to say, Mr. Speaker, is that we have to get 
prepared. And take about two or three years in order 
for this hotel to be built, if it does get off the ground. 
And I, for one, want it to get off the ground. But what 
we need to do is look at how do we prepare our peo-
ple for this? 

I recall in the Honourable House some time 
during the last session, the Honourable Minister of 
Education said that education up at the Bermuda Col-
lege was no longer going to be free. I would like to 
make a suggestion just to encourage some of our 
people to get into the hospitality industry, we may 
want to consider making those who go into the hospi-
tality industry, if they were to go up to Bermuda Col-
lege, make that free, or give them a substantive dis-
count. Because it is important that once all the bricks 
and mortar are in, in order for us to get our people into 
these hotels, not just the one in St. George’s but any 
new hotel development, we have to get our people 
prepared. So let’s consider hospitality management, 
hotel management, let those Bermudians that want to 
study those things at Bermuda College . . . make that 
free or even give them a substantive discount. 

Mr. Speaker, another thing that we could do, 
or have the developers do, because we have given 
them a 262-year lease, we have given them a whole 
lot of concessions, we have a lot of things in and 
around St. George’s that are in need of repair. And, 
you know, I am always championing the cause of our 
sporting and workmen’s clubs. It is one thing having a 
hotel built, but what next? Even if the hotel gets up 
and running, what is next? The infrastructure needs 
addressing.  

Why not have the developer, because we 
have given them so many concessions and a 262-
year lease, look at how they could partner with some 
of these schools in here. Look at how they could part-
ner with some of these sporting clubs that are in the 
area, so that they could be that good corporate citi-
zen, Mr. Speaker. And I do not want to just reiterate 
what everyone else has said, because we have been 
talking about this here for quite some time. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, there is no argument 
from me, but before I take my seat, I really want to 
encourage our Government, our Education Minister, 
to make hotel management, hotel hospitality studies 
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free at the college. Because that would ensure that we 
would get some Bermudians for all these hotel devel-
opments as they come online, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you.  
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Health and Seniors, Minister Jeanne 
Atherden.  

You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I understand that tonight has 
been quite emotive for some people, especially as it 
relates to the development of the hotel in St. 
George’s, especially for the residents who have been 
waiting over 27 years. I am sure they must sort of feel 
it is like the steak. You can sort smell it and you just 
waiting to be sure when you are going to taste it. And I 
think that is what we are all working towards. 
 Mr. Speaker, not only do I remember being a 
guest at the Holiday Inn, I am old enough to have had 
a honeymoon there. Also I remember what it was like 
growing up in St. George’s and going down there and 
realising that the hotel created such vibrancy and 
made the town really very much alive. Not only that, 
because I am a golfer, I remember when there was 
actually a golf course there, even when there wasn’t a 
hotel. There was still something that caused people to 
come to the Town of St. George’s and it still created a 
spark that at least made the businesses in there feel 
that they could carry on and there was some degree 
of vitality, which was why I was really concerned when 
the golf course was demolished because you almost 
snuffed out any reason for people to come down to St. 
George’s.  

I want to be sure that as we go forward we do 
things to make sure that St. George’s gets this which 
they deserve. So when I heard some Members of the 
Opposition suggesting that they were looking forward 
to the fact that they might be cutting the ribbon at the 
opening of the hotel, that they were daydreaming 
about this, I actually said to myself that they should 
dream on, because we are going to make sure that 
this happens. 

Mr. Speaker, I have to congratulate the Minis-
ter for doing so much to make sure that this has been 
pulled off. There have been lots of things that he has 
had to overcome. But when the Minister said that he 
was confident that the company is a highly respected 
developer, I wanted to state, and I think most of us 
around this side of the aisle accept that the endorse-
ment that has been given to this developer . . . and it 
upsets me to hear information persistently stated 
which appears to be a red herring. It clouds the issue 
and it takes our sights off of the real issue, which is 
that we need to get started on this new project which I 

believe will benefit St. George’s and Bermuda as a 
whole.  

The Government has the responsibility to en-
sure that the developer is highly respected and I be-
lieve that that is what we have done. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been some discussion 
about the fact that we have taken the wording about 
training out of the legislation. This seems sensible to 
me. I remember, Mr. Speaker, when I was in another 
place, we used to look at some of these leases and 
we used to look at some of the Acts and we used to 
think to ourselves, Well, how are they going to really 
make sure that the concession that they have given, 
that they actually get as much for . . . that this conces-
sion that you have given, how do you make sure that 
the actual training and the entertainment and all those 
other things actually equate to what you desired. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the fact that now that every 
hotel can have training of staff in their leases seems 
to me the way to go, because this way at least we can 
make sure that it is tied to something that will be sub-
ject to greater scrutiny.  

Mr. Speaker, I also want to say that I agree 
that, as it relates to the tourism industry, the best ser-
vice comes from Bermudians. And we also know that 
the repeat visitors that we have come back because 
of the Bermudians that they meet. But I also recognise 
that training and entertainment is something that we 
have to do. It is not going to come overnight. And I 
remember a few years ago having a conversation with 
a developer reminding him that it is not just about 
signing the lease, but you need to start looking at 
training the Bermudians because it is going to take 
you two or three years to get them up to speed. And 
so we have to take the time to prepare our Bermudi-
ans.  

I say to the Opposition Members that I believe 
that it is important for you to be interested in what we 
are doing, it is important for you to challenge what we 
are doing. But I also think that it is important for you to 
come forward with your ideas, and I am not necessari-
ly critical when you are constructively critical, but I am 
concerned when it seems as if we are doing things 
which, even though you state that you are in agree-
ment, sometimes the way in which some of these 
things are represented, it makes the general public 
out there think that maybe you are distracted with the 
idea or the fact that we are actually going to create 
this and achieve this before you did. And so I would 
like to think that that is not something that is really 
meant by that, and that we can start to get on and 
recognise that we have to have this commitment to 
the Bermudians.  

We also believe that we are not, as someone 
suggested, more committed to guest workers than the 
Bermudians. We are committed to our Bermudians. 
We are making sure that when the work permits are 
given, that there will be an opportunity, not as was 
seemingly suggested, not to just deal with the con-
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struction jobs, but to make sure that at the executive 
and the higher levels in the hotel that is going to be 
created afterwards, that Bermudians have the oppor-
tunity. I would hate to think that one would even sug-
gest that we were only just looking at construction. 
This is going to turn around and open up the work-
force in Bermuda and it is going to stimulate the 
economy, and all of those persons in Bermuda should 
be out there getting themselves lined up to go to the 
next level and making sure that they dust off their cre-
dentials, they get their skills, and get themselves in 
the best position. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister has indicated that 
the hiring of Bermudians for this project, and the train-
ing of Bermudians, is a requirement of the Master De-
velopment Agreement, and it is clearly set out. And I 
believe that this is something that is going to take 
place. Therefore, I am looking forward with anticipa-
tion for when these Bermudians are able to go out 
there and get involved. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to finish and I have a 
couple things that I just want to state. I want to con-
gratulate the Minister on getting us to this level, be-
cause I believe that it is time to get the people of Ber-
muda back to work, and this hotel is going to be very 
significant [in doing] it. I would encourage my col-
leagues across the aisle, I do not think we want to be 
saying things that are scaring the investors. I take the 
point that you want to raise concerns, but I also hate 
to think that things are raised with a, really, not what 
you believe, but they are actually there to turn around 
and create a diversion. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I also want to say that I am 
excited that we have something on the table. Let’s get 
our investors back into Bermuda. And I say to the Op-
position, we are looking forward to you holding us ac-
countable plus we would look forward to you present-
ing good ideas because it is important that if we do 
this that we also have some degree of collaboration.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
The Chair will recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 1, MP Kenneth Bascome. You have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Good evening, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good evening.  
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: And a pleasant 
good evening to my fellow St. Georgians. 
 I have arrived, and I won’t cry. All I want to 
say to the Honourable Minister and his team is, Thank 
you. Thank you. Thank you. You will be aware that I 
said to you from jump, Mr. Minister, that I believe in 
you. I am depending on you. And you have come this 

far by faith and with the support of the other Members 
of the One Bermuda Alliance. We will bring this to frui-
tion.  

This is a great day, not only for St. George’s 
but for Bermuda. And as I continue to tell people when 
they say, It’s a one-horse town. It’s a ghost town. 
Well, today I guess the ghost didn’t even have time to 
sleep, Mr. Speaker, because everybody has been 
talking all day about St. George’s. And I say that we 
are on the verge of a renaissance. We have a new 
little business that is just opening in St. George’s. The 
Yo Cherry, and they are doing a booming business.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: Relax yourself. 

I will say once again that I believe this is a 
great opportunity for the community of St. George’s. 
And you continually hear, We are so far away from 
everything. Well, I believe in St. George’s we have 
some of the best beaches in the Island, Gates Bay, 
and for those of you who do not know what Gates Bay 
is, that is what you call Ford St. Catherine. We have 
Clearwater [Beach]. We have Turtle Bay, and then we 
have the four lovely little beaches over in Cooper’s 
Island. So when people say they have to go to Horse-
shoe Bay to enjoy the scenery of the ocean and the 
beautiful beaches, they are in St. George’s.  

We are seven minutes from the airport. We 
have one of the best snorkelling areas in the Island. 
We have a town that is steeped in history. And you 
continually hear me say that we are the jewel in the 
Crown. 

I remember, Mr. Speaker, when I made the 
point that I represent the “illusive” Town of St. 
George’s and all the intellectuals giggled. Not realising 
that I had set them up to talk about the “illustrious” 
Town of St. George. We are steeped in history. We 
have the safest community in Bermuda. And I have 
been told that by the Minister, the Commissioner, and 
the Governor, that St. George’s is the safest commu-
nity in Bermuda.  

I am going to say once again to the Honoura-
ble Minister, I want to thank you for bringing us this 
far. And it is my intention to see that the young people 
in St. George’s share in the economic prosperity that 
is on the horizon.  
 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 
 
Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome: They will be trained. 
They will be upstanding, they will be well-behaved, 
and they will carry themselves with R-E-S-P-E-C-T. 
Take it from me; we are on the verge of a renais-
sance. 

And, Mr. Speaker, with that, being short, pre-
cise, thank you, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
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 Any other Honourable Member care to speak? 
The Chair will now recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 35.  

MP Lister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The one cue I am going to take from the last 
speaker is that I intend to be short too. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: No, no, I am going to stick to 
it. I am going to be short. 
 He got up and represented the East End, 
which is his area. Coming from the West End, I think I 
am going take a tack that I do not normally take which 
is praising the East End. I normally going down to the 
East End by the red and blue and looking forward to 
putting licks into you guys, but this is one of those 
times that I am going to stand up and say I think, as 
all have said tonight, that the development of a hotel 
in the East End is one that we can support. No doubt 
about that. Both sides of the House.  

Mr. Speaker, as the . . . here we go. As the 
old man in the House, I can remember when I was 
first elected in this House, leading up to that election 
campaign, the MP for the area, St. George’s MP, sit-
ting on the beach in a beach chair guaranteeing that if 
the UBP were reunited—re-elected rather (they got 
reunited when they joined in with the OBA, but that is 
a different story). But if they got re-elected, they would 
guarantee that there would be a new hotel up there. 
That was 25 years ago when I got first elected to this 
House, Mr. Speaker. So it is a long time seeing new 
development. It is a long ongoing project, or wanting 
to see a project down there. 

The point that I raise there, Mr. Speaker, is 
that this is 30 years practically. We were Government 
for 15 years. Some of the comments that were made 
earlier, particularly by the Minister of Finance when he 
was on his feet, were almost directing the failure of 
any new development to the 14 years of the PLP 
Government. Clearly, Mr. Speaker, that is not the 
case. The one thing that the Minister of Finance did 
say was that the failure was because of us, our prod-
uct, Bermuda. That I agree with. That I agree with. If 
we are going to return to the days of real tourism of 
Bermuda, we have to address the product of what 
Bermuda is and who Bermuda is. Not just bringing in 
a new hotel, but a product.  

There are a few occasions when my dear 
friend, the former Minister of Tourism under the UBP, 
Mr. Dodwell (sitting over there in the corner), and I 
have talked about this. We always say that one of the 
most important things of who the Bermuda product is, 
is its people. When we talk about the tourism industry 
of yesterday, and we like to hail Bermuda in its yes-
terday in the tourism industry, it was fielded and ser-
viced by the Bermudian. When you talk about all the 

successful hoteliers of yesterday, and the successful 
properties of yesterday, you talk about the Bermudian 
element that served our tourism. Not just in the hotels 
but in the hospitality industry, our restaurants, all the 
service industry.  

Most of us who came up during that era, try-
ing to go off to school and get educated, spent time in 
the hospitality industry working to be able to go off to 
college that fall or that spring or summer term. So, we 
went and had that experience. What I gained from that 
was the understanding of the service that we had to 
provide for our tourists. In my days in the hotels, be-
fore there was guaranteed gratuities, if you wanted to 
make money you had to service the client, the cus-
tomer, the guest that night and make them feel like 
they were the most important person in the hotel. That 
came with conversation and interaction with the tour-
ists.  

Where we fail today, Mr. Speaker, in my opin-
ion, and again, it is a conversation I have had with Mr. 
Dodwell on many occasions, is when we had the for-
eign element as to the waiter, who is interacting with 
the visiting guest. They cannot have the interaction 
that we used to have because most of them just do 
not know Bermuda. Do not know it. There are some 
who have had the fortune of having guests here quite 
a bit during the summer and being in different restau-
rants and having them  try and have an interaction 
with the person serving them, it was useless exercise, 
Mr. Speaker.  

What I remember when I was the guy provid-
ing the service, we made sure that the tourist knew all 
the little ins and outs about Bermuda. Have you seen 
this? Have you tried this? Maybe this would be of an 
interest to you. We sold Bermuda, not just served food 
to them. Not just waited on their table. That piece was 
because of the Bermudian element. If we want to turn 
our product around, we have to go back to the Ber-
mudian element. 

Just now when my colleague, Mr. Weeks, was 
on his feet, he made a suggestion of seeing to it that 
we offer free education; free schooling at the college 
for those who were interested in the hospitality indus-
try. Another point that I have raised again a number of 
times with Mr. Dodwell is that what allowed us to be 
able to get into the industry before was the fact that 
you could walk out of high school and get into the in-
dustry as a bus boy. The bus boys no longer exist. 
That was the entry level for many, many of the great 
Bermudian hoteliers that we speak of in yesterday. 
Their entry was through [starting] as a bus boy.  

They were not trained. They had no certifica-
tion. They had no papers. They walked in as a young-
ster out of school, during high school, day release, all 
those types of things, took on bus boys, the civil ser-
vice, all those things. And from that they made a ca-
reer out of the industry. When we took away that entry 
position, we killed the Bermudian entrance into it. If 
we really want to start turning this product around, 
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those are the types of things that we have to speak to. 
It is not just putting block and mortar up.  

Block and mortar will not turn our industry 
around. Yes, we want to see that hotel down at St. 
George’s. We want to see it, but if we think that block 
and mortar alone is going to do it, we are already lost. 
We are already lost. Let’s get that clearly understood 
up here. It is about putting the Bermudian element 
back into our product. That is what is going to help to 
turn this thing around for us. Without that, we are fail-
ing before we start.  

So that is why when you hear us today stand 
up on this side of the House and emphasise so much 
about the training of Bermudians and ensuring that 
the Bermudians are going to be involved in this prod-
uct, and concerned about the way that it is being tak-
en out of the legislation, it is not just to make hay of it. 
It is because we are really concerned about the fact 
that if our product is going to be successful, it has to 
be Bermudianised. It has to be. The concern purely is 
from that element alone when we talk about the legis-
lation now not requiring them to train Bermudians and 
particularly Bermudian entertainers. We hear about 
the Talbot Brothers and all those entertainers from 
that era. When you talk to old tourists . . . when I was 
in my hotel days working there when I was back and 
forth from college, you used to talk to the guests and 
you used to talk about the old Bermudian entertainers 
and the fact that they loved hear that piece of Bermu-
dian element in the entertainment. Those were the 
days that made our product what it was. 

If we are going to again be successful, we 
have to make sure that we ensure those pieces are 
part of the pie that makes this thing work. So the con-
cern over here is a genuine concern when we speak 
to the fact that we have an issue with the legislation 
not ensuring the Bermudian element.  

Yes, you talk about a new packaging that you 
are going to bring to address it, not going to be here, 
[but] it is going to be in the agreement. But we want to 
make sure that the agreement has real teeth. Let’s 
understand it. It is not just a piece of paper that says, 
but one that has real teeth that gives the Minister and 
the Government the ability to stand on it in their con-
versation with whoever the developer and the opera-
tor is to ensure that that piece of element is a key 
component of making the product what it should be, 
because our success will lie in the people, not the 
block and mortar. It is the people.  

If we do not get that, as I said just now, we 
have already failed before we started. And after 30 
years of seeing an empty site down there, we cannot 
fail before we start. We have to be successful if we 
are going to get this off the ground. 

Thank you. 
 
[Mr. Walton Brown, Acting Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Is there anyone else who wishes to speak to 
this Bill? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 21. Mr. Commissiong, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, first I want to say that we 
had a couple of presentations by Members on the 
other side, one which I thought was very interesting. 
When you have the Member from constituency 12 
make the claim that the Progressive Labour Party Op-
position here is always indulging in fanciful theories 
that are oftentimes unsubstantiated in bringing issues 
to— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order.  
  
The Acting Speaker: The Chair will recognise the 
Honourable Member from, constituency 12. You have 
the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The Member is misleading 
the House. I did not say “always” that they are always 
doing that.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Mr. Commissiong, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I am not going to argue 
that, Mr. Acting Speaker. All I will say is, if that is the 
case, then that Member would still be serving as the 
Premier of this country. If that was the case. 
 Secondly, we had another Member— 
 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Have a seat, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. L. Craig Cannonier: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. He is making an assumption 
right now, and he needs to stop. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
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 Honourable Member Commissiong, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
 Moving on, the Opposition has consistently 
called for more accountability and transparency from 
the Government on this and related issues. But with 
respect to this issue, the only transparency that we 
appear to have gotten was the confession by the 
Member from constituency 2 that her underpants were 
the colour of red! Go figure!  
 
The Acting Speaker: Member, that may not be an 
appropriate comment. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: No, she said that right on 
the floor of the House. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, I know. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I mean, it was like the low-
est point I have seen in this House. It really is. From a 
woman MP as well!  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So you had to 
repeat it. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Member, you may 
want to move on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I mean, it was just . . . it 
was the absolute low point that I have seen in this 
House.  
 
An Hon. Member: That is ridiculous. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Ridiculous.  
 Mr. Acting Speaker, what price development? 
is the question. The question is, when you do a cost 
benefit analysis, is the set of concessions given by our 
Government sufficient with respect to the returns that 
we are anticipating?  

You know, we talked about the amount of 
Crown land that is going to be used for this develop-
ment, the lease of Crown land, which is over 262 
years in length. It is not a purely private development 
that has seen the creation of a hotel. So the Govern-
ment has been actively involved in managing the 
Government’s and the people’s assets with respect to 
this land in terms of this development. And so we are 
called to provide significant scrutiny on behalf of the 
people of Bermuda with respect to this developmental 
project.  

Is Bermuda getting the best deal possible? 
remains the question. I want to see this deal happen. I 

want to see it as a successful deal for Bermuda. We 
need a successful hotel project down there. Nobody 
on this side has argued against that. 

But, again, getting back to the issues of ac-
countability and transparency, particularly with respect 
to the question that was raised about the beneficial 
owners of the internationally domiciled Desarrollos 
Group, these are legitimate questions. Not to . . . with 
respect to the local incorporated company, develop-
ment company, but the, I guess, de facto parent com-
pany, the international company. Who are they? 
Those questions have not been answered.  

The Government on the other hand has been 
prepared to give up at least $30 million in potential tax 
revenue at a time when tax revenues in general are 
not growing, but our deficit remains almost fixed and 
is not significantly being reduced. And, of course, it is 
impacting our debt. So, again, it is a cost benefit anal-
ysis. It is a bet that the gains, as evidenced by jobs 
and overall economic activity, will more than compen-
sate for the granting of the significant concessions.  

I have sympathy for the views expressed by 
the Finance Minister, with respect to this is the new 
world we live in. I believe that it was credible what he 
said and other Members there, including the learned 
Member for Tourism, about the competitive environ-
ment. That islands and like jurisdictions in the Atlantic 
Caribbean region are all providing these major con-
cessions. Certainly, it can lead to a race to the bottom 
and it is something that I think we need to be con-
cerned about. But this is the world we live in. And so I 
am not going to beat up the Government too much 
over that. I understand that.  

With respect to labour and training, I just want 
to make sure that our labour unions, such as the Ber-
muda Industrial Union, are going to be viewed as val-
ued partners by the development group, Desarrollos, 
and that they will play fairly and equitably with them, 
so that they can protect the interest of not only the 
potential workers down there, but also the interests of 
the owners, in partnership. I think that is going to be 
important. 

On the issue of training, I stand four-square 
with the recommendation of my colleague from con-
stituency 16, the Honourable Mr. Michael Weeks, 
about the need for us to revise some sort of hospitali-
ty-style training within our educational system. I be-
lieve that that is where we are going to have to transi-
tion as well in terms of present and future generations 
of Bermudians back into that industry.  

The big question then, and this is where I 
think the unions are key, will we now see hopefully a 
revived tourism industry that will provide a liveable 
wage for Bermudians? Because, contrary to what 
many people think, one of the reasons why Bermudi-
ans were forced out of the industry, part of which, was 
the fact that they no longer could get an affordable 
wage and thus an affordable standard of living to meet 
the high and increasing higher cost of living in Bermu-
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da. So that is the conundrum that still needs to be ad-
dressed.  

Mr. Acting Speaker, the other issue that I 
wanted to just quickly address is, and it was men-
tioned earlier by those who are savvy about the cost 
of building in Bermuda (and not only in Bermuda, but 
also internationally), by the Shadow Minister of Tour-
ism, by also the Member from constituency [5], Mr. 
Burgess, about the estimated cost of building the per 
room cost of building high-end four- or five-star ac-
commodations, estimated at $1.2 million per room. 
But yet the estimated spend so far (we have heard) is 
only $120 million. And so how is that $120 million go-
ing to meet the developmental cost of building the 120 
rooms (is it120 rooms?), the 90 condominiums and 
the fractional units at $120 million?  

What we are hearing from people in the know 
is that that is exceedingly a stretch. And that will re-
quire much more. Unless, of course, having been 
freed from having to provide Bermudians from em-
ployment by way of the front end in terms of the 
agreement, maybe they intend to source low-cost for-
eign labour overseas, even on the build phase 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Tourism Minister. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House with his guesstimation, Mr. 
Acting Speaker. 
 The fact that we are passing these conces-
sions is creating the environment for this developer to 
be financially viable in this project. And the experience 
of the developer will allow the $120 million to $150 
million to cover the cost. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, I do not know if he 
really addressed the point I was making. I think, I will 
repeat again. I think that the $120 million figure is in-
creasingly viewed as being inadequate in terms of the 
Bermudian context, the cost of building, for the pro-
posed four- or five-star level resort. And that, again, 
why would it be ruled out? If you can get away with 
getting cheaper labour into the country to do the build, 
then why wouldn’t you attempt to do so? We will see. 
We will see. 
 Again, the expectations of Bermudians are 
that . . . and we  make no  apologies for this, that we 
want to see our people be placed uppermost first, at 

the head of the line, in terms of these developments, 
both at the building side of it and at the operational 
side.  

As you know, Mr. Acting Speaker, we had a 
situation brought to the attention of yourself, myself, 
and other colleagues here about the situation of a 
young Bermudian who applied for a job up at the West 
End with the America’s Cup organisation up there, 
and served during that probationary period. At the end 
of the probationary period she was let go, and now we 
hear that a foreign migrant worker has been brought 
in to take her place. Okay?  

So we need the Government to understand 
that the context in which we operated back in the 
2000s at a time of the greatest boon in Bermuda’s 
history, under the PLP Government, is radically differ-
ent from the time we are in now. You go from a time of 
over-employment back then to a time where thou-
sands of Bermudians remain unemployed. And so the 
patience of Bermudians, the tolerance for Bermudians 
in terms of not being able to secure employment in 
their own country is far more acute now than ever ex-
isted during that different context of that period from 
1998 to 2009. So they need to be sensitive to this. 
And so when they hear, when Bermudians hear com-
ments from OBA Members, like Senator [Georgia] 
Marshall and Minister Fahy, pouring cold water on 
Bermudian birthright, that sends the wrong signal. And 
if that is being perpetuated, it will only create a greater 
distance between the Government and those they 
govern.  
 Thank you. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Is anyone else wishing to speak to this Bill?  

The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 18, the Honourable and Shad-
ow Minister of Finance, David Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good evening, Mr. Acting Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, before I proceed I would 
like to ask the Honourable Minister of Tourism for clar-
ification. And I am prepared to yield to the Honourable 
Minister. Can the Honourable Minister please advise 
whether or not the Master Development Agreement 
has been signed? 
 
The Acting Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Tourism Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker. 
 No, it has not been signed. I have been clear 
that the signing is imminent. But passing of this Act 
was something that needed to be done first, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker, before we concluded the MDA. 
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The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member David Burt. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. I am 
obliged to the Minister for his clarification, or his an-
swer.  

We are currently debating a Bill that makes 
reference to an agreement that has not yet been 
signed or concluded. So when we have Ministers of 
the front bench talking about how we are going to 
have this inside the Master Development Agreement 
and that inside the Master Development Agreement, 
nobody knows what is inside the Master Development 
Agreement, Mr. Acting Speaker, because the Master 
Development Agreement has not yet been concluded.  

Tomorrow, the developer could ask for a 
whole number of changes. And what is to stop them? 
Because it just says inside this Bill, a Master Devel-
opment Agreement that was going to be agreed by 
the developer and the Government. So let us be clear. 
We are passing something right now that is going to 
give effect to something which nobody in Cabinet, no-
body on that side knows what is inside of it. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order.  
 
The Acting Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Tourism Minister. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER  
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. As the Minister responsible 
for this project, I am fully aware what is contained in 
the Master Development Agreement. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And the Minister— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Sorry. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You might want to wait for me 
to recognise you. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Acting Speaker: The Chair will now recognise 
the Honourable Member from constituency 18. 
 
[Laughter and crosstalk]  
 

Mr. E. David Burt: As the Honourable and Learned 
Minister would know, if the agreement has not yet 
been concluded, everything inside of that agreement 
is subject to change.  

That is a fact. So we do not know what is in-
side of this agreement.  

And what is most interesting is, there is abso-
lutely nothing in this Bill or anywhere else that ties the 
Desarrollos Hotel Group to that property in St. 
George’s. They could walk away tomorrow. All this 
work that has been done could be for naught because 
they can just continue to drive a bigger and bigger 
bargain. They continue to say, Oh, we don’t want that 
in the legislation. Oh, we don’t want that in the legisla-
tion. Oh, we want to take this out. Oh, no, you need to 
add some more concessions. Let’s go from 10 years 
to 15 years. Let’s go here, let’s go there. The way the 
process was done before, Mr. Acting Speaker, was 
the Master Development Agreement was concluded 
first. That is the first step in the process. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: That is the first step in the pro-
cess. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: So let us be clear. We are doing 
this backwards. Not the correct way around. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: And in the way that this thing has 
proceeding, we do not know what we are giving away.  

We have no idea what we are giving away. 
We have nothing in our plans. We are giving planning 
permission without plans. That is what is happening 
today, because inside of this Act, planning permission 
is granted. Given! But we do not even know what is 
being built. How does that make sense? How does 
that make sense for transparency?  

So, we have seen the One Bermuda Alliance 
all in unison sing from the same hymn sheet of pro-
gress and joy. We have seen it. It is almost as though 
the Minister of Tourism wrote the sheet himself, be-
cause you know he is the former chairman of the 
UBP. He fancies himself as political strategist. And he 
probably wrote this. He wrote the sheet. We heard it 
all. PLP could not get the job done. We will get the 
ball over the line. We will create jobs for Bermudians. 
All of this is going on. But, Mr. Acting Speaker, this Bill 
is not the end.  

This Bill is not shovels into the ground. We 
just heard—we do not even have an agreement with 
the developers signed yet. But yet we are hearing this 
chorus of, Oh, this is such a great day! You might 
want to stop the victory lap. You might want to stop 
clapping so early. Because the fact of the matter is, 



3026 17 August 2015 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

that at the same point in time that you are talking 
about jobs, what are you going to do for the 40 people 
who were just let go at Montpelier? Is your answer to 
them, Go get a— 
 
An Hon. Member: A construction job. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Yes, go get a construction job. Go 
learn how to operate an excavator because, I do not 
know if the plans are drawn up. They might be digging 
holes, they might not be building buildings for a while. 
Is that what we are saying? Because the victory lap . . 
. it seems that in the passage of this Bill, with no 
agreement signed, the One Bermuda Alliance thinks 
their job is done. And it is far from done. Because the 
people of this country would like to see more than 
Acts that have been passed.  

To be clear, we have had Acts that have been 
passed before. They have been passed in this House 
before. We have had announcements that have been 
made in this House before by both sides. But the fact 
is that there is still always a lot of work to be done. So 
when we hear the Minister of Works and Engineering 
say that something real is on the table here, that is 
what he is said earlier. There is nothing real here. 
There is nothing real here. There is nothing real here! 
We are passing a Bill. No agreement as of yet; as I 
said, nothing that will tie the developer to this proper-
ty. 

So then we have to ask a question to the 
Government because it is something that we have to 
understand. What makes the Minister of Tourism so 
confident that this plan and this project is going to 
work? Because this is, as many hotel projects it 
seems, which are going on, is a residential develop-
ment that is masquerading as a hotel. That is what we 
have here. Thrown in with a casino—a nice casino, I 
am sure of that. But how did that plan work for New-
stead? How is that plan working for The Reefs? How 
did that plan work for Tucker’s Point? We understand 
that there are a great deal of challenges with this hotel 
model. So why is the Government so confident that 
this time it is going to work? Why is that the case? 

Now we heard earlier about this whole thing 
about the Bill being rushed. And, Oh, why is the Op-
position complaining that the Bill is being rushed? One 
thing I have said, Mr. Acting Speaker, is because they 
are putting the cart before the horse. There is no 
question about it. The way that these things are sup-
posed to work is that you have an agreement first. But 
we know that we are not there. But let us be clear, 
that this Bill, just like it was being tabled the last mi-
nute before the House rose, and just like this whole 
thing is being discussed today, it is largely for political 
purposes. It is this whole thing about creating this 
idea, an image of progress that is going on. But in the 
exact same way for political purposes, it is being 
done, the timing of it, is just like the reason why the 
second quarter air arrival statistics are going to come 

out tomorrow, after we have left from Parliament, 
which are going to show a decline in air arrivals, yet 
again.  

Now, I will go the BTA in a minute. But I think 
that it is very interesting to note, we are going in the 
wrong direction when it comes to air arrivals, yet we 
continually talk about we are going to build more and 
more hotels that are supposed to be successful. 

The Shadow Minister of Tourism had it exactly 
correct. If our air arrivals figures were 450,000 people 
a year, we would not be having to give away the farm 
to developers. And when I talk about giving away the 
farm to developers, I think that that is important. Be-
cause earlier, the Minister of Tourism, I think it was in 
one of the local news medias, said, and I quote, 4“This 
site has remained undeveloped for 30 years because 
the proper incentives were not in place.” Wow! What a 
realisation.  

So now the Minister of Tourism says the 
proper incentives were not in place. I am going to re-
mind the people of this country what the Minister of 
Economic Development said in 2008, because back 
then it was, We were giving away too much to Carl 
Bazarian. That was the story.  

I mean, I can quote. I can quote. Minister 
Grant Gibbons said, who earlier said, that this was a 
watershed moment. That is what he said earlier, that 
this was a watershed moment. But in 2008, he said, 
and I quote, “Since this is public property, I think that 
131 years will be more than sufficient."  

He went on to say when we were talking 
about the rent payable under the lease, and I quote, 
“The developer is going to make a handsome profit. 
That is a pretty good return. We could drive a slightly 
harder deal.”That what was said in 2008.  

Now, now, now, the One Bermuda Alliance is 
singing a completely different tune. Now, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, back then it was the complete combined 
Opposition. We had BEST [Bermuda Environmental 
Sustainability Taskforce], we had the UBP, it was the 
BDA, (probably) maybe they were the OBA, the Ga-
zette, the Old Military Road group, and for one reason 
or another they had issues and problems with the de-
velopment that was going on in the East End.  

Now, they are either all united in their silence 
or united in their support. And the overall rationale is, 
as we have heard now, that we need hotel develop-
ment at all costs. How was that not the case in 2008? 
What was different then that is different from now? 
Why is that the case? How is it that back then it was a 
deal too much, but right now we can double the length 
of the concessions and double the length of the 
lease? How is that the case? How is it that 131 years 
is what the Honourable Minister of Economic Devel-
opment said. (Calm down Minister of Tourism.) [And] 
262 years is what the Honourable Minister of Econom-
ic Development is okay with now.  

                                                      
4 Royal Gazette, 21 August 2015 

http://www.royalgazette.com/article/20150813/NEWS/150819835&template=mobileart
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[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No problem. And just to be clear, 
the original lease was 131 with renewal. This is not 
131 with renewable. This is 262. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: [It is] 131.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: One hundred thirty-one.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I read the Act earlier. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Okay. In the Act.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I shall continue.  
 
The Acting Speaker: Member, you may proceed. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I am fine.  
 So the question that all of us have to ask is, 
Why does it require us to have to hit absolutely rock 
bottom to then to begin to support what we know 
needs to happen inside this country?  

We had the same debate when it came to 
gaming. Because the same people on the front bench 
of the UBP right now, opposed gaming back then. And 
now they change their mind. And why do they change 
their mind? Because they know that it is what is need-
ed for success.  

But imagine the different picture, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, if they would have supported it back then. 
Imagine the different picture. Instead of attacking Carl 
Bazarian, if they would have supported the develop-
ment back then. Just imagine. We could be talking 
about bigger and better things. But right now we are 
fighting in almost what some people describe as a 
race to the bottom. That is not the way that it should 
be, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 Now, going back to this whole process being 
rushed and out of place. We are still making changes 
to amendments that were given to us last week. Earli-
er today we heard the Honourable Shadow Minister of 
Tourism—or Shadow Minister of Transport—say 
something to the Minister about the Customs list, or 

the exemptions, and we found from the Minister that 
that is ending up staying in the Bill. So last week we 
were given a whole list of amendments and now we 
find out, three days later, that those amendments 
have changed. And there is a question as to why we 
are wondering how this process is being rushed? That 
the i’s are not dotted and the t’s are not crossed?  

I mean, we are talking about land that we are 
going to be giving away for 262 years. It is absolutely 
important and vital that we get it right. I mean, there 
was a Bill that was tabled inside of this Parliament 
making reference to a company that did not even ex-
ist!  
 
[Laughter]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Like, how is it that we accept that 
level of preparation? How is it that we accept that lev-
el of detail in our legislation?  
 
An Hon. Member: Lack of detail. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Lack of detail. 
 I mean, and then we wonder, 262 years? Key 
points. We are giving away land. So when we talk 
about this being important to get it right, we heard 
speakers earlier today talk about the property in the 
Bahamas. Talk about Baha Mar. Talk about how it has 
not managed to pass the finish line. What would be a 
disaster is for this project to start and not be able to 
finish. That would be a national disaster. It would be 
better [to have] no development than for that to hap-
pen. 
 Now, our responsibility inside of this House is 
to make sure that what is being done with the people’s 
land and the people’s business is being done correct-
ly. So, again, I hope when the Minister gets up he can 
tell us what makes this different from Newstead? 
What makes this different from The Reefs What 
makes this different from than Tucker’s Point? What is 
it that [makes them] think that this project will succeed 
where others have struggled to succeed? That is what 
I would like to know because I think it is very im-
portant.  

It is very important because we all want this to 
work. But it cannot work if we are not going to 
(1) have the air arrivals supported; or (2) have the 
people who have been sold this million-dollar dream, 
or buy these nice big houses if they are actually not 
going to buy them. 

I would also hope the Minister, when he gets 
a chance, will tell us how much the developer is going 
to pay to lease this land. How much money are the 
people of this country going to get back for land that is 
now being sold for freehold? And may I say, prime, 
pristine, oceanfront-looking property which is now 
property of the golf course, which is going to be taken 
away from the golf course. So how much is the golf 
course being shortened by? I hope you can answer 
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that question as well. Because it seems as though if 
land is coming out of the golf course, we were talking 
before [about a] Nick Faldo golf course, wanted a 
championship but they moved it down to Par 3, et 
cetera. These are all the questions, Mr. Acting Speak-
er, that are not answered.  

But yet, we have the Government taking a vic-
tory lap. Then, we have the developers that raise 
questions about the process and, if you will [allow], 
Mr. Acting Speaker, I will read an e-mail that was sent 
to the Permanent Secretary for Tourism and 
Transport, who I do believe is with us here in the 
House today. 

 
The Acting Speaker: And you will identify the author 
of that e-mail? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, no, I will not. I am sure that 
someone will make a PATI request for it, but I will not.  
 And I will say, the e-mail goes like this: “Dear 
Mr. Richardson, I hope all is well. As I understand it, 
the due diligence period for Desarrollos Hotelco was 
to be concluded on October 8th.” This e-mail was dat-
ed October 15th.  

“Do you have an update as to whether they 
and the Government will be progressing with the 
transaction? My investment group remains interested 
and excited as ever and would relish the opportunity 
to be awarded this project. Let me remind you that we 
have proof of funding capacity and a balance sheet 
partner.” 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: That is what he says. 
 He goes on to say, “I also want to bring to 
your attention something I discovered recently during 
a web search that you should know about if you do 
not already. Apparently a group of investors filed suit 
over the summer against Walter Stipa and a number 
of the Desarrollos Hotelco subsidiaries and partners 
regarding questionable capital raising for the Ritz-
Carlton Aruba project. I have attached the court filing. 
Beyond what is contained in the document, there are 
other questionable media reports in the public domain 
through the Internet related to Mr. Stipa and his asso-
ciates.”   

The e-mail then goes on to say “You know the 
reservations I have expressed about the entire RFP 
process and regardless of what the outcome of this 
litigation is, it is evident to me that (1) the committee 
failed to do the proper due diligence as the company 
awarded the project from the so-called ‘short list’ and 
(2) the RFP process was conducted with blinders on 
solely to lend credence to a decision that was made 
long before it began. Because the RFP process was 
not transparent, I feel compelled to let the public know 
about the selection and the selection process.” 

 It goes on to say, “My group is well qualified to 
make the shortlist with a world-class hotel brand with 
a major financial commitment to St. George’s, as well 
as a Bermuda team of investors, bank and consult-
ants. We never had an opportunity to discuss our ca-
pabilities or plans for the St. George’s hotel property 
and the surrounding areas. The committee awarded 
the RFP, then gave the same group an additional four 
months to negotiate while we were shovel-ready and, 
along with other participants, had more credible finan-
cial resources.”  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Now, Mr. Acting Speaker, that is 
just one developer. So, I go on to say this presents 
questions. And we have to ask questions.  

Now, the fact of the matter is that, on the Op-
position, all we can do is ask questions. Because the 
Government is in control. The Government can select 
whomever they want to. We know that. We know that 
this Government disregards financial instructions any 
day of the week whenever they are ready. We know 
that they disregard the Public Treasury Act whenever 
they are ready. So, Good Governance Act does not 
apply to them. We understand that. We know that. 
Ministerial Code of Conduct? No, we do not have to 
declare trips that are taken with developers. 
 And that brings me to a wonderful point, be-
cause earlier today we heard the former Premier talk 
about, We are out looking for bogeymen!  

Bogeymen! Really? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: We are talking about bogeymen. 
The former Premier is talking about bogeymen related 
to the St. George’s hotel project, looking for a bogey-
man that does not exist. I would hate to remind the 
Honourable former Premier why he is probably no 
longer Premier. And it has everything to do with this 
exact hotel property of which we are discussing, which 
was most likely promised to a developer in exchange 
for donations to the One Bermuda Alliance during the 
election campaign. We know that is what happened! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. Point of 
order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Member, the Chair 
recognises the Honourable Tourism Minister. Your 
point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading, imputing improper motive] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. He is imputing improper mo-
tive, and he is completely and totally incorrect. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Shadow 
Finance Minister. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, my goodness, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, I did not know . . . Okay. I am making it up. 
Because I guess Craig Cannonier, Sean Crockwell, 
Mark Pettingill— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —Stephen DaCosta (he is not 
Honourable) did not get on a plane to go meet with 
the developer, the same guy who came down here, 
the same guy who gave money to the One Bermuda 
Alliance. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No. We remember all this, the 
funds that were undisclosed.  

But yet, we are here talking about bogeymen?  
Come on, now. Let us get it correct. The rea-

son why we are here discussing this 32 months after 
the One Bermuda Alliance was elected is because it 
was embroiled in the shadiness of the hangover of the 
election, the shadiness of the $350,000 donation, the 
shadiness of Jetgate, which took so long to reveal, all 
of this. 
 We heard the former Premier talk about ideas, 
talk about events, talk about people. We are not talk-
ing about people. We are talking about what hap-
pened. We know what happened. Everyone in this 
country knows what happened. So that is why when 
you have questions from developers like this, that is 
why when you know the history of the project, we 
have to make sure that we tread carefully, because as 
I said, Mr. Acting Speaker, the last thing that we would 
want to happen is for this development to start and not 
to finish. That is key. Because once you start, it is very 
hard to go back. So I would hope, of course, that the 
proper due diligence is being done.  
 Now, I did ask the question (I am hoping that 
the Minister will be able to respond) in regard to 
whether or not the golf course is planned on being 
shortened from the original plans, because they are 
taking away quite a few parcels of the golf course. It 
looks like the entire old 18th fairway is gone. And— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Have a seat, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Tour-
ism Minister. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. The 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. The 
quarter of an acre will not impact the golf course. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Shadow 
Minister of Finance. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Here is the thing, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. To come up here in Parliament, you should 
be able to read. So there were plans that were tabled 
as part of the 2008 Bill, which show a golf course. And 
then there are plans that were tabled as part of this 
Bill which show houses on the golf course. So, I am 
just asking—and you will have a chance to respond 
when your time comes, Minister—is the golf course 
being shorted? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: That is all. Okay, that is fine. So, 
that is okay. So we are going to expect that the golf 
course is going to be just as long, even though we are 
building houses on where the golf course was sup-
posed to be. Okay. We will see. But as I said, we have 
no plans. So we are just talking. We are speculating, 
because we have no plans, no plans. 
 So, to continue, I asked the question about 
the land. Now, getting back to what this Bill is indica-
tive of, this Bill is indicative of a tourism product that 
two and a half years into the One Bermuda Alliance’s 
tenure is on life support. Let us be clear: Our tourism 
product is on life support. When we are having to 
double the length of concessions of which we have 
offered, extend operational concessions, take out 
training for Bermudians, take out these ties just to get 
a developer to sign an agreement, because be clear. 
If the developer did not have a problem with those 
concessions, they would still be in the Bill. But be-
cause the developer is calling all the shots, because 
the developer has the Government by the proverbial 
short-and-haires, short-and-curlies— 
 
An Hon. Member: Curlies. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: It is all right. 

Because of that, it seems as though they are 
willing to do anything what is necessary to get this 
over the line. That is fine. We understand that position 
of which they are in. We understand the fact that they 
have ignored our calls for diversification. We under-
stand the fact that they have ignored our calls to in-
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crease tourism marketing. We understand the fact that 
last year, with an annual report that was tabled today, 
the BTA spent $4 million marketing this destination 
overseas. 
 Is there any wonder why our tourism arrivals 
are falling? Four million dollars! That is it. All the rest 
is spent on other things. That is it—$4 million dollars. 
We spent less on marketing than we spent on sala-
ries. That is what happened. We almost spent less on 
marketing than we spent to set up the office. And now 
we are wondering why air arrivals are falling. I won-
der— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Oh, we will know, because I re-
member that Mr. Hanbury said that we will own the 
2015 numbers. So when those numbers are down 
tomorrow, I would like for the Minister of Tourism, who 
might miss that press conference, to tell us who is 
going to get fired.  

Who is going to get fired? Is it going to be the 
Chairman of the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority]? Is 
it going to be the head of the BTA? Who is going to 
get fired?  

Our numbers are moving in the wrong direc-
tion, and this is a symptom of a Government that does 
not know what it is to do with tourism. Because I 
heard the Honourable Junior Minister (of what is he, 
Planning?) Sylvan Richards talking about how there 
was a DJ from Dubai out here and we are generating 
buzz. Really? That is it, Crown Prince? You are talk-
ing about generating buzz. 
 Let me tell you what buzz is. Buzz is what is 
happening in a destination where the person that the 
One Bermuda Alliance fired from running tourism, Billy 
Griffith, went to—Barbados. And they are experienc-
ing record air arrivals. Buzz is when you have Rihan-
na and Lewis Hamilton putting up pictures on their 
Instagram and Twitter talking about the good time of 
which they are having in Barbados. That is buzz. You 
know how many Twitter followers they have, Honour-
able Minister of Tourism? Between them, they have 
53 million. Do you know how many Crown Prince 
has? Five thousand. There is no comparison. So we 
hear this falseness talking about buzz, buzz, buzz. 
No. The BTA is falling short of the mark.  

Now, I have in the past given praise to the 
BTA, and I have told people that I am going to have to 
clearly eat my words. Because for an organisation that 
is going to spend more money on salaries than they 
are selling the very destination that we are supposed 
to be promoting, then it is a problem. When we are 
talking about we are going to attract people from New 
York to come here and eat fish sandwiches, do you 
really think they are going to leave New York to eat a 
fish sandwich? 
 If there is an example of what needs to be 
done with our hotel product, look no further than the 

Hamilton Princess. Look no further. Celebrity chef, 
swimming pools, renovation of properties. Sorry, old 
people. You got to go. That is just what it is. I mean, 
that is the fact. So the thing is that this whole issue 
about what we are still doing, it seems to the BTA . . . 
it just seems that they are completely off the mark. 
And so, when I hear the Government Members cheer-
ing this guy who sent quotes with Twitter followers of 
5,000 people, it shows that they, seemingly, do not 
get it. 
 It is my hope that somebody, somebody in the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, or someone in the One 
Bermuda Alliance leadership, will realise that that is 
not what we need to be doing, and we need to go a 
little higher. And guess what? We might actually want 
to invest a little bit more in our tourism market. Be-
cause $4 million is not going to cut it. Four million dol-
lars, you can almost use the entire Tourism Authority 
fee to pay for it. That is it. Because the rest, salaries 
and all other different expenses, the bonuses, et 
cetera, does not make sense. Now— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Acting Speaker: You have about one minute left, 
Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: No problem. I will finish. I will finish 
on this, Mr. Acting Speaker. 

Let us not forget that what we have here is an 
Act which is giving unprecedented hotel concessions 
in the act of getting something done. We are giving 
these developers 10 years of concessions, which is 
twice of what has been given, and a casino, in [ex-
change] for freehold property and leases. One would 
hope that it is the right deal for this country. But for the 
One Bermuda Alliance to have this massive victory 
lap does not make sense. You know why? Because if 
you told someone you are going to give them a piece 
of property and they can build a house, they do not 
have to pay you anything for 10 years, then they may 
build one, too. That is reality. That is what a tourism 
product is. 
 And what we as a country need to focus on is 
how to make sure that the next few hotel properties do 
not ask to double up on what these people have. Be-
cause if that is the case, then we will be in an even 
worse situation going forward, and that is not the 
place we need to be. We need to do better in tourism, 
and we need to do better than offering everything but 
the kitchen sink in order to get people here. 

Thank you, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Is there anyone else who wishes to speak to 
this Bill? 
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 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Premier. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 
 The Honourable Member who just finished 
speaking reminds me of when I was a young child and 
I used to enjoy Winnie-the-Pooh. There was a fictional 
character in there, Eeyore, who would always walk 
around going, Oh, the sky is falling on me. I’m having 
such a bad day. Because the Honourable Member . . . 
I give him credit. He is a very effective speaker, at 
times. And he picks out little titbits of information with-
out giving you the full velocity of what might be 
around. 
 One example of that was when the Honoura-
ble Member referred to the promotion, the budget, for 
the BTA and said that $4 million was being spent on 
sales and marketing. Well, you know, $4 million is 
spent on media. The sales and marketing is over $9 
million. And so, you know, if you are going to use 
numbers, you should try to be accurate with the num-
bers you use, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Shadow Minister of Finance. Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: My point of order is $4 million is 
spent on advertising. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Honourable Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Acting Speaker, I will 
check the Hansard next week, and we will clear that 
up just like I will clear up on the motion to adjourn to-
night some misinformation by speakers when we met 
on July 17th. So the Hansard, as Honourable Members 
on that side like to say, tells you what went on when 
our selective memories allow us to forget. 
 But, Mr. Acting Speaker, it was very interest-
ing because I tried not to interpolate; it was hard, be-
cause the former Member questioned the amount of 
money being spent by this Government, saying that 
more money should be spent. And I think the former 
Government has a much-less-than-admirable record 
for their spending of funding. And so, for the Honour-
able Member to say that more money should be 
spent, I have heard that for two and a half years now: 
Spend more on this, spend more on that; spend more 
on this, spend more on that. And yet, a short time later 
in another debate, the Honourable Member will say, 
But we have got to get on top of the debt.  

I am still trying to figure out the plan of how 
we can spend more on this, more on that, more on 
this, more on that without looking at our expenses and 
how we deal with the debt. But I guess when you are 
in the Opposition you can roll something out there and 
not really have it be accountable. And that seems like 
what we have seen in the last two and a half years. 
 Now, the Honourable Member said that our 
tourism product is on life support. And I think there are 
those who like to say that. But then, 15 or 20 seconds 
later, he talked about the great job that has been done 
at the Hamilton Princess. Well, it cannot be life sup-
port if the Hamilton Princess has spent $90 million on 
a product that he thinks is first class, and he admitted 
that. It cannot be life support if we have got develop-
ment at Pink Beach, which is going to be first class 
when it opens up. It cannot be life support if we see 
that the Ariel Sands plans have been now approved, 
and a first-class resort is to be built out there. And in 
spite of all the number of times the Honourable Mem-
ber mentioned the victory lap, this is an historic mo-
ment in this House this afternoon and tonight because 
we are bringing the Resort Act for St. George’s to the 
table here, and we will pass it tonight, and we will 
move forward! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes!  

No one on this side has said that we do not 
have a lot of work to do in this. This is a first step. And 
it is a vital, critical and important first step. And we will 
get the job done. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, it is interesting because 
the Honourable Member said, The last thing we want 
is it to start, because we are not sure that we will fin-
ish. Well, sorry. What the Honourable Member really 
meant to say—and this is my interpretation of it—is, 
The last thing we want is to start because we are wor-
ried that it will be finished. It will be finished, and then 
they will have to say, Well, we got this one all wrong. 
We got this one all wrong, because we said there 
would be no hotel development, and it started and it is 
finished. 
 So, in spite of all the palaver that we have 
heard through the debate this afternoon . . . and I find 
it quite amusing, because Honourable Members on 
that side have gone from supporting the Bill fully, with 
some recommendations to the Government about 
training of Bermudians and opportunities for Bermudi-
ans, which I find very acceptable—and all colleagues 
on our side will support it—to taking the half-pregnant 
approach, which I think we all understand never 
works, where We support it, but—but—but—but—but, 
and throwing absurd allegations across the floor and 
trying to make them stick. 
 And then some Members outright just say, 
Well, you know, we don’t support this approach. Well, 
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I would hope that next time they caucus, they could 
come with a better approach than that. 
 Now, Mr. Acting Speaker, let me start out by 
dealing with the concern that Members on that side 
have expressed in regard to training for Bermudians 
and opportunities for Bermudians. And we all agree 
that we serve and we work for the people of Bermuda. 
And so, we want to create opportunity. We want to 
create jobs. We want to create meaningful careers for 
all of our people. And we all agree on that. How we 
get there is the $24 million question that keeps going 
around and around in debate. 
 Obviously, it is an interesting topic to have on 
this discussion tonight. But I am very comfortable with 
the conversations that I have been involved with and 
the negotiations that have taken place with the Minis-
ter and the entire team that the developers are com-
mitted to Bermuda and Bermudians. I do not have any 
challenge with that. And I feel strongly that as we 
move forward, more and more people in Bermuda will 
get to understand that that is a prime objective of the 
developers. 
 Now, why would they be investing $70 million 
in Bermuda and not want to make sure that that in-
vestment is successful? Because the way that in-
vestment is going to be successful in the largest way 
is for Bermudians to be involved in helping to sell that 
product and helping to make that investment pay off 
for them. So for training and opportunities for Bermu-
dians, we all support that in the fullest way. And I have 
every confidence that when we move forward on con-
struction and when we move forward with opening the 
property, that Bermudians will be given every oppor-
tunity. 
 I have been a bit concerned through the 
course of the debate this afternoon and this evening in 
regard to the smear campaign on the investors. I have 
been a bit concerned in the message that has come 
from the Opposition in regard to the sale of Crown 
lands and the record that they cannot run from. They 
can hide, but they cannot run. I have been a bit con-
cerned about the messages that the Opposition has 
sent, not only on-Island, but off-Island. And, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, I refer expressively to the press conference 
that was held late last week by Opposition Members 
after a meeting with the Honourable Minister, who ar-
ranged that meeting in good faith in the spirit of col-
laboration, in the spirit of getting the Opposition up to 
speed on where we would like to see this project go, 
to give them some background ahead of the debate in 
the House. 
 But lo and behold, not only did the Opposition 
go out and have a press conference, which I am sure 
the Minister was just aghast at that inappropriate ac-
tion, but the Opposition, shortly after that press con-
ference (and I could be wrong; it could have been be-
fore, it could have been some time after) released 
messages overseas to media, slamming the project 

when we have not even had the opportunity to have 
the debate in this House. 
 Now, if the Opposition, who say they want this 
project to go forward . . . why would you send out 
overseas media messages with the derogatory slant 
from the start to the end?  

Why would you? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Why would you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Point of order, Honourable 
Premier. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Shadow Tourism Minister. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 
 The Honourable Premier is misleading the 
House, unless he wishes to clarify exactly what he 
meant by what he just said. Otherwise, he is mislead-
ing the House. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Honourable Member, I 
would be happy to print it out and bring it to him when 
I see him next, to show him. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, those types of messages 
do nothing but put the handbrake on or send us 
backwards. And also, Mr. Acting Speaker, this debate 
here this afternoon— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I will wait for the chirping 
birds to finish. They all had an opportunity. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Proceed. Proceed. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. I appreciate 
that. 
 The Opposition has spent a great deal of time 
this afternoon focusing on their poor record of perfor-
mance in the hotel industry. And I get it, because if 
you have poor record in the hotel industry, what you 
are trying to do is to attack the other guy and then al-
so defend your record a little bit. And I think they failed 
miserably. And we found out that one Minister even 
prevaricated to the people of Bermuda and to Mem-
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bers of this House in his actions before the last elec-
tion. And I do not see them with a call to arms to try to 
heal that matter. But the Honourable Members try to 
defend their record in the Tourism Ministry, which is 
bad.  
 And I say that to say that we know it is tough 
in that industry. That industry has changed over the 
past 40 or 50 years. Because clearly, that industry has 
changed. The world has gotten smaller, because trav-
el has become easier. More people are willing to trav-
el longer ways to get to vacation destinations. And 
everybody wants to get into the business. So it is a 
really tough business to get into. 
 But it does not mean with the right plan that 
you cannot have success. And I think we are on the 
right track. And that is why today is a big deal for 
Bermuda and the people of Bermuda, because it 
gives us an opportunity to create those jobs. It gives 
us the opportunity to bring hope back to the table 
again. It gives us an opportunity to develop a first-
class resort in the East End of the Island, something 
that everyone has been crying for. It gives us the op-
portunity to boost construction, which has been wan-
ing over the past number of years. It gives an oppor-
tunity to boost tourism, and we need to boost tourism. 
 It gives us an opportunity to boost all those 
knock-on jobs that could be related to the hotel, such 
as servicing the hotel, upkeep of the hotel, activities to 
do with the hotel. There will even be a golf course 
down there. So an East End golf pro looking for a job 
can apply and perhaps get that job if they are still up 
to the cutting edge of that profession. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, this gives us extra mo-
mentum in the economic turnaround that is taking 
place in Bermuda. And the Government is certainly 
pleased to see that, slowly but surely, the turnaround 
is taking place, and this adds to the opportunity to 
move forward. And I guess, in regard to why this is an 
important moment in the House tonight, this signals to 
investors around the world that Bermuda is indeed 
open for business. And this is a signal of confidence in 
what we are offering in Bermuda. 
 And, Mr. Acting Speaker, we need to be very 
careful that, as we slowly but surely work to turn 
things around, and as we do everything we can to at-
tract investors to this Island, whether it be for tourism, 
international business or any other industry that we 
have, that we continue to feed on and build that confi-
dence. I think, as you know, Honourable Member, that 
confidence is a very fleeting thing. Confidence can be 
lost quicker than you are saying Bolt can run 100 me-
tres. Confidence and certainly money can flow at the 
press of an e-mail. And so, we need to be careful in 
these type of debates that, while we are clear in our 
opinions and we voice our expressions of concern 
about certain things, we need to be very careful that 
we do not undermine and erode the confidence that is 
starting to develop and grow in Bermuda. Because 
investors can go anywhere in the world that they want. 

And so, this is good for Bermuda, and it is good for 
the people of St. George’s. 
 And I think it is important, Mr. Acting Speaker, 
to reflect for a few moments on the focus that this 
Government has put towards the East End of the Is-
land through the commitment and dedication of the 
Government and our honourable colleagues who rep-
resent the East End of the Island, who have always 
pushed us to do the right thing down there. We have 
started out initially with emergency funding to take 
care of the expenses that were challenged for the 
East End to meet. Then we implemented the collec-
tion of wharfage fees to support operating activities 
and improvements. We developed a fund to help the 
World Heritage Site. And recently, we negotiated 
more cruise ship visits to the East End for the years 
2015, 2016 and going forward. And now we have the 
opportunity for a new hotel. This is all good news for 
the East End of the Island, and certainly good news 
for the people of Bermuda. 
 Now, Mr. Acting Speaker, let me just mention 
the developers for a few minutes, because I was quite 
concerned in regard to the approach that some hon-
ourable colleagues on that side took during the course 
of the debate in regard to the Stipa family and Desar-
rollos. And when you hear comments like that, I would 
imagine that there would be people listening to the 
course of this debate today and wondering why any-
body would want to invest in Bermuda, knowing how 
hard it is now to get investment in Bermuda, to hear 
some of these comments. 
 Let me tell you what I know about this family 
and the Desarrollos group. It is a family business with 
a good track record. Yes, Mr. Acting Speaker, every-
one along the course of life will have some issues, so 
you have to deal with that. But I have every confi-
dence in the family, and I believe that they will do the 
right thing and be good partners for Bermuda. 
 And my confidence was boosted recently 
when I had the opportunity to be in Toronto for the 
North American Economic Forum. And as I mentioned 
in this House once previously, Mr. Acting Speaker, I 
took the opportunity to call up a good friend of Bermu-
da, a Bermudian, Mr. Tim Terceira, who worked at the 
Toronto Ritz-Carlton Hotel, just to say hi and see how 
he is doing. And lo and behold, he greeted me on the 
call with some good news that he was being promoted 
to manage the Ritz in Boston. He had done such a 
fantastic job at the Ritz in Toronto they were going to 
move him to Boston. And he was happy with that be-
cause it was a move upward. He would be closer to 
home. His family supported that. 
 He said, Why don’t you come over today, be-
cause we have the number two at Ritz, Bob Kharazmi, 
who is going to be here. We’re going to have a little 
reception with the staff and thank me for the job we’ve 
done. So I went over there and had the opportunity, 
along with the Cabinet Secretary, to sit down with 
those gentlemen. And Mr. Kharazmi said to me, How 
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are things going in Bermuda? And how is hotel devel-
opment? And I said, You know, we’re facing some 
challenges. We’re working hard. I think we’re turning 
things around. And this summer, we will be bringing 
the St. George’s Resort Act to the floor of the House 
of Assembly. 
 And he said, Oh, who are the developers? I 
said, The Desarrollos Group. And no sooner did I say 
that then he looked across the table to me and said, 
They are good people. You are in good hands with 
these people. We worked with them before, and they 
are a very reputable company.  

Now, that is from one of the top men at the 
Ritz-Carlton chain. Not asked for, just in a general 
conversation. And that gave me added comfort that 
we were on the right track. And I think that is im-
portant to bear in mind. 
 And moving on from that, here is a group, like 
the Greens, who are putting $90 million in Bermuda, 
and the Honourable Member (who has moved his 
seat) has admitted that it is a good investment and 
they are doing the right thing. These individuals are 
putting $70 million into Bermuda. They are serious. 
They are not coming down here like previous inves-
tors at the East End of the Island who did not have 
anything to scratch together to get started. They have 
$70 million they are ready to put in, and they are ne-
gotiating with a local lending institution to get the rest 
of the money. That is serious change. That is a poten-
tial for progress. 
 So, I believe these people are reputable peo-
ple. And I also believe that the allegations that we 
have heard today are very worrying for me, coming 
from the Opposition, because in my opinion, it shows 
a callous disregard for doing things in an appropriate 
way. And I asked Honourable Members on that side, 
have any one of them taken the opportunity to call up 
the Stipa family and ask them to sit down— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. Point of order. Point of order. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Shadow 
Tourism Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
certainly misleading the House, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
Because I can assure you, I, for one, have tried to 
locate and find . . . You go on the Internet. You cannot 
. . . you cannot on the Internet . . . You see a Desar-
rollos Group, no numbers, no . . . You cannot find 
them. 
 I tell you what, Premier. You— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You give me his number 
and I will call him. And I will. You could take that to the 
bank. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: They prove my point. That 
is a weak excuse. If you were serious, Mr. Acting 
Speaker—not you, but the royal “we” over there—if 
the Opposition were serious, they would have done 
more than look on the Internet. Heck, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, they state that this group is not connected in 
Bermuda yet. And maybe, to some extent, they are 
not because . . . The Honourable Member who loves 
to chirp can just sit quiet and chill. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Have a cup of water. Re-
lax. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Have a cup of water and 
relax.  

If he would listen, I will get to the point, Mr. 
Acting Speaker. But obviously, manners is something 
that has been lost in his vocabulary and his lifestyle. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier, you might 
want to move on from that. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Manners!  

I am moving on. It is manners. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: It is manners, which is 
important. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, the Honourable 
Member says he googled them and he cannot get any 
information. But I will give him two things. One is, as I 
walked around the community, I bumped into them at 
Good Friday down at Horseshoe Bay Beach. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: They came up to me! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: They came up to me, Mr. 
Acting Speaker! So I say that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I say that, and I am not 
getting into the childish games of those Opposition 
Members.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But I say that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You are good. You are 
good, you know.  

You are childish! 
 
The Acting Speaker: Premier. Honourable Members. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You are required to keep 
order in this House for the— 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Members. Honour-
able Members. 
 Okay, Premier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am not sure you can con-
trol those Members. 
 But I say that because they are trying to say 
they are not connected in the community. Then why 
are they out there on Good Friday enjoying what we 
offer? Why are they out there? 
 Now, getting back to the point of connection, if 
they were so keen to talk to them, without me bringing 
it up in the floor of the House, why did they not ask the 
Minister at the meeting last night, Look, we can’t get 
hold of these people. Can you help us get in touch 
with them? Now, they seem to find every other bit of 
information under the sun. They come out with the 
most absurd allegations under the sun. But they can-
not get a phone number and call these people who 
have been in and out of Bermuda on a number of oc-
casions, who have developed properties. 
 And the Honourable Member (which makes 
me laugh) said that he stayed in the resort in Aruba. 
But he cannot get hold of the man who is running the 
resort! Wow! That Member is really full of endeavour 
and results. So he is all talk and no action! They talk, 
talk, talk, but they do not walk. I will give you the num-
ber. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, I will give the Honour-
able Members the number. 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So if they are serious, I will 
give the numbers. In fact, you know what I will do? 
Because they might not be able to dial the call, I will 
actually dial it for them so they can speak to them and 
they can talk to them directly and have their concerns 
answered directly by the developer. Because we need 
to work through this together. We cannot keep throw-
ing mud at the feet of the developer and expect them 
to feel comfortable about where they are going.  

We have to get through this here at the 
House. And the Opposition is going to have to be able 
to deal with the developer. We are all in this together. 
They are not going to put all that money into East End 
property and not expect to have an Opposition that at 
least supports the direction they need to go. You can-
not keep calling the developers, whatever they call 
them, being locked up, being jailed and had to retract 
their words— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. Point of or-
der. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair recognises the Shadow Tourism 
Minister. You have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Premier needs to 
withdraw that. No one ever said on this side that we 
said that he or any of his direct family were locked up. 
We did not say that, not here in this House. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: You had better check, be-
cause in the other place the Member had to retract 
some comments in that regard. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No, you said on this side.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You said us! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: No. Those Members in the 
other place are on your side, too, in the Opposition. 
So do not try to push them out there on the limb. They 
were appointed by the Opposition Leader. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Acting Speaker, 
so they . . . These guys are pretty good. The talking 
points have been given to me by everybody under the 
sun. So just keep on dreaming. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, in regard to the alle-
gations against the company and the concern that this 
Government has granted them a licence, I find it quite 
interesting, to say the least, Mr. Acting Speaker, quite 
interesting, to say the least, that Honourable Members 
on that side have never questioned the authority and 
the ability and the adjudication of the BMA [Bermuda 
Monetary Authority] in this process. Why do I say 
that? Because, one, Honourable Members on that 
side, I am sure, know the role the BMA plays in grant-
ing company licences to people who are interested in 
doing business in Bermuda. I am sure they know that 
the BMA has to give sign-off. I am sure Honourable 
Members know of the good reputation that the BMA 
has.  
 So why have they not questioned the BMA 
through this process? Why have they not questioned 
the BMA through this process? I hear silence where 
the church mice who had run through this place are 
starting to stop and look for a point of order. Why have 
they not questioned it?  

Well, let me answer my question: Because it 
does not fit their purpose! Because they know the 
BMA has an admirable reputation, and they know they 
cannot question that. And they should know that the 
BMA advises this Government before they can even 
move forward. So that matter is thrown in the trash. 
The BMA would have investigated all the trickery that 
came up this afternoon with papers that the Honoura-
ble Member seems to come up with that have no 
foundation—no foundation whatsoever! And they flub 
through them for minutes on end trying to find some-
thing in there that was more than a mere kernel of 
interest. Despicable, Mr. Acting Speaker! 
 Where are all the interpolations now and the 
points of order? Their trickery has run out. The misin-
formation has come to an end. You cannot question 
that, because the BMA has approved it. And this Gov-
ernment stands with the BMA on that decision. So if 
you want to question the developers, do some home-
work yourself and call them up and speak to them. 
And I will give the number. Because it is not accepta-
ble. 
 If you want investors to run to other jurisdic-
tions, and if you want to criticise us for the job we are 
doing in Bermuda, keep going ahead and doing it. We 
are not afraid of what the Opposition Leader or any-
one on that side would do because we will meet it. We 
will meet it like we have done through the course of 
this debate this afternoon with every single Member 
on this side making a valued contribution. We have 
taken everything they have said, and we have thrown 

it back. That paper was not even worth the ink that 
was on it—was not even worth the ink that is on it. So 
I find it galling that they would question the licences 
given to this company and not question the BMA—
because it does not fit their political purpose!  
 Just like when they questioned the salaries of 
BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] members, and they 
do not question the salaries of the BMA executives 
and management. Whoa! That is very interesting. It 
does not suit their purpose! 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. Point of or-
der. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 What is your point of order, Honourable Mem-
ber? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He is misleading the 
House. The reason we do not question the BMA is 
that they show results and profits every year. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ooh! 
 
The Acting Speaker: Honourable Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Well, that shows the glar-
ing lack of understanding. Because the BMA is funded 
by the people they monitor. So if they need more 
money, they just put up their fees. The Honourable 
Member should not be such a jack-in-the-box to get 
up every two minutes. But they will not question the 
salaries of those, but they will question the BTA be-
cause they do not want tourism to succeed. They talk 
the talk, but cannot walk the walk. 
 I am not hiding behind the BMA. I am just let-
ting those Honourable Members who, in two and a 
half years, probably forgot the process, because they 
were not too familiar with it when they were in the 
Government. They were not too familiar with it when 
they were in the Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: They probably forgot the 
process. So, you know, I find it quite interesting that 
they still will not question the BMA, because it does 
not suit their purpose. 
 Now, I am glad to see the Opposition Leader 
is back from his family commitment. I hope it all went 
well. And I will not be distracted by his interpolations, 
because obviously, he will continue on. 
 As my time comes to an end, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, let me take the opportunity— 
 
The Acting Speaker: You have three minutes. 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, I watched the clock; 
thank you. 
  I want to congratulate the Honourable Minis-
ter and the entire team for the job they have done. We 
are not at the end yet. There is a lot more work has to 
be done. But I think Honourable Members on that side 
who have been through this process before realise the 
tremendous amount of work that had to take place 
within Tourism and Transport, within the BTA, by eve-
ryone involved. I also want to congratulate all my col-
leagues for their support of the Minister, specifically 
the St. George’s MPs, for sticking to it and working 
with us to get it done. 
 And, Mr. Acting Speaker, let me finish with 
this question and comment to the Honourable Mem-
bers. The Honourable Members in the Opposition say 
they support development and we need this develop-
ment as we go forward. And I want to ask them: If 
they support the development, do they also support 
this developer to get the development done? And if 
they do, I expect them to all support it in Committee, 
and after Committee, for the future of Bermuda and all 
Bermudians. 

Thank you, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Prem-
ier. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Acting Speaker: The Chair will now recognise 
the Honourable Tourism Minister. You will make, I 
guess, a reply to the comments that have been 
made? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker. 
 I believe that we have been at this for some 
time. Started at two o’clock. And so, I do not think I 
will be able to, in a half an hour, address all of the 
concerns that have been stated. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, the Opposition has asked 
. . . you know, quite often they reach out to me for a 
variety of things, whether it is in transport or other 
reasons. And as they know, when an RFP is respond-
ed to, there is a litany of information that is provided 
on the respondent to that RFP. And Wayne Furbert, 
the Honourable Member, is a friend of mine. And I 
have contact with the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 29 when it has to deal with transport issues 
or trucking issues or other things. We can e-mail each 
other and text each other. You know, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, I could have easily provided the information 
that the Honourable Members wanted in relation to 
being able to reach out to the developers. 
 But the developers come to Bermuda on a 
regular basis. Obviously, they come here to meet with 
the Government and the negotiation team. And I am 
sure they will be here again soon, after we are suc-

cessful today. This is a milestone. They have been 
waiting for this. And they are grateful that we came 
back to the House for a special sitting. And I would 
have no problem in arranging a meeting, a combined 
meeting when they are back here so that the Honour-
able Opposition Members can meet them and sit 
down and have a conversation. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, Mr. Speaker, I 
looked at a cartoon picture that a friend of mine sent 
to me, which I found was very interesting. It is of a 
boat. It is of a punt, Mr. Speaker. And Honourable 
Members will have to visualise it, because I cannot 
show it. But it is of a punt. And the back of the punt is 
taking on water, and the boat is half filled with water. 
And so you can imagine that the punt is sort of tilted, 
with the top of the boat sticking up in the air. 
 There are four people in the boat, and there 
are two guys at the bottom of the boat, desperately 
trying to bail out the water. And then, one of the guys 
at the top of the boat says, Sure glad the hole isn’t at 
our end. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And I thought that was 
funny. I thought that was interesting. I thought it was 
telling, because those two at the top are happy that 
the hole is not at their end, but oblivious to the fact 
that when the boat sinks— 
 
An Hon. Member: They all drown. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: They are all going down. 
They are all going down, Mr. Speaker. 
 And sometimes, I wonder what we are doing 
up here in this Honourable House. And you know 
what? I say that collectively, because I sat on that 
side. I sat on that side, and I took pleasure in flogging 
the Government of the day. And, Mr. Speaker, we 
worked hard to— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I remember a time when 
the Honourable Member who just interpolated would 
give me instructions, Flog them today!  
 
An Hon. Member: Yeah! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You’re my colt! Take care 
of them today! 
 
[Laughter] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And, you know, that is the 
role of the Opposition.  

What is unfortunate, as we transition the 
structure of tourism in Bermuda, and I believe that that 
is going to bear fruit . . . With all of this, every time I 
hear Opposition Members or someone else go after 
the BTA, and I understand the issue with the air arri-
vals and the like, there are other factors involved in 
this process. But I always say to myself, You know, 
this is why we made the change. Because politically, 
we would react immediately. And as somebody said, 
Fire this person! And fire that person! And that is why 
we had four Tourism Ministers in five years, because 
the structure was such that you do not allow the nec-
essary time for these things to turn around. It takes 
time. It takes persistence. It takes dedication and fo-
cus. 
 So, I believe that because there are not going 
to be any knee-jerk reactions, we are going to allow 
the strategies to be implemented, I believe that we will 
see the benefits in time. 
 But we need a change of structure. It is not 
going to happen, but sometimes I am concerned 
about the structure of politics in this country because it 
is predicated on tearing down the other side at all 
costs. And Bermuda, at the end of the day, is the los-
er. And the sense I get sometimes when I hear some 
of the comments is that it is a by-any-means-
necessary approach. I looked at, I read the speech 
that the former Premier, Dr. Brown, gave at the La-
bour Day banquet. And that was the call to arms—By 
any means necessary, you have to remove this Gov-
ernment. Not at the next election. Find a way. 
 And, you know, that is extraordinary. Just 
think about that. When a former Premier, who is well 
respected, particularly on that side of the aisle, has a 
great deal of influence in that organisation, when he 
says, Don’t wait for an election. You have to find a 
way to remove the OBA Government now! The actu-
al— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: I think the Member is mis-
leading the House. He fully well knows that we do not 
have the fixed terms in terms of elections in Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I will quote 
from the speech of the former Premier. He says,5 “We 

                                                      
5 Bernews, 30 August 2014 

must return the government to the PLP. I will say this 
again in another way. I am calling for an organized 
effort to take back the government—starting right now! 
Right here! We cannot afford to wait 3 more years for 
an election.” 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am quoting what some-
one said! Okay? The point is that in order to achieve 
that, has to be some extraordinary things take place. 
And it is by any means necessary. So, Mr. Speaker, 
we have seen all sorts of allegations. 
 In fact, the Leader of the Opposition made a 
comment to the media that you would no longer be 
the Speaker the following week! This was— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, they do not want to 
hear that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We have heard predic-
tions that from the very beginning of the tenure, 14 
months the Government is going to be gone. Every 
prediction— 
 
An Hon. Member: Get on with your debate. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Oh, now I have to get on 
with the debate. They do not like it when it comes 
back on them, Mr. Speaker, right? Every single allega-
tion, every single prediction, all the dots have not 
added up. 
 Mr. Speaker, so I think eventually, like the 
child crying Wolf!, eventually the people are going to 
see it. They are going to see it. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I have to say that I appre-
ciated the comments that were made by the Honoura-
ble Member Derrick Burgess, Diallo Rabain [sic] and 
others, who had— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry. Walter Roban. 
(My apologies. I always mix that up.) 

I appreciated the tone and the content of what 
they said. But something that I just want to clarify from 
the Honourable Member from constituency 5, he said 
he does not understand why the Government is get-
ting bent out of shape when the Opposition is simply 
asking questions. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not have a problem with 
asking questions. I do not have a problem with an-
swering questions, Mr. Speaker. 
 I do have a problem when an Honourable 
Member would get up here, would reference a Minis-

http://bernews.com/2014/08/dr-ewart-brown-we-must-unite-reconnect/
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terial Statement, actually put a date to that Ministerial 
Statement and that particular Ministerial Statement did 
not even exist. I have a problem with that. Only after I 
had to research and ask to see it . . . That is a fact! 
  
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member, 
Mr. Speaker, you will recall this morning that I did say, 
and I apologised because I misquoted the paperwork 
that I had in front of me. What does the Honourable 
Member want me to do, apologise another 10 times? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, I don’t, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: For making—he made 
several errors himself today, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, when you 
get up and say, I have a Ministerial Statement dated 
July 17th, 2015, it would suggest that you looked at it. 
It suggests that you looked at it. I had to get up and go 
and look at all the Ministerial Statements that were 
made in July of this year to figure out that I never 
made one on this development. 
 
An Hon. Member: It was a public statement. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, it was a statement to 
the press. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, also, that Honourable 
Member said that I came here, and in my first Ministe-
rial Statement I said it was going to cost $120 million 
for 200-odd rooms, and then that figure remained the 
same in my second Statement. But that was not true. 
Because in my first Statement, I never mentioned the 
cost of the development. 
 So all I am saying to the Honourable Member 
from constituency 5— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, I did not. 
 All I am saying to the Honourable Member 
from constituency 5 is, I get riled up when stuff like 
that happens, when there appears to be—and I ac-
cept the Honourable Member’s position. But it ap-
peared to me that it was intentional misleading. And I 
had to go and . . . I mean, if you have a document, 

you should know the difference between a printed 
statement off of Bernews and a Ministerial Statement. 
We have been up here a long time. So that is what 
gets me upset. 
 What gets me upset is when Honourable 
Members go to the press and Honourable Members 
say they have a problem with Crown land, giving up 
Crown land, when they gave up 85 acres of Crown 
land. And it may have been a good deal. It may have 
been a good deal. I am not here trying to question the 
deal. I am simply saying, if it is okay for you to deal 
with Crown land and transfer Crown land to a devel-
oper, why are you going to go to the press and say it 
is a problem when we do it for a miniscule amount of 
land, as compared to the amount of land in that land 
swap? That is disingenuous. 
 Let us do this thing on the right level. That is 
all I am saying. I have never had a problem with 
someone getting up . . . In fact, I rarely seldom have 
much criticism when the Honourable Member David 
Burt gets up and makes his presentation, because 
normally it is based on some fact. He may hyperbolise 
sometimes, Mr. Speaker. But that is decent debate. 
 But when you want to say, I have a problem 
with the giving away of Crown land, and you gave it 
away years ago, that is wrong. That is when I get riled 
up. Yes, I have some concerns. You want to talk 
about the action in Connecticut? I have no problem. 
Let us talk about it. But let us not take an excerpt that 
has nothing to do with the civil case and try to connect 
it to the developers. That is wrong. 
 So that is where I have a problem, Mr. 
Speaker. I have no problem with Honourable Mem-
bers getting up and saying, You know what? Hey, the 
Master Development Agreement has not been signed 
yet. No, it has not. That is a legitimate comment. We 
have made the choice to do the Act first. And so, time 
will tell. You know, I am not going to get up here, Mr. 
Speaker, and promise St. George’s the world. They 
have talked about, have we consulted with St. 
George’s, the people of St. George’s? Has the devel-
oper gone into St. George’s? They, quite a few Mem-
bers of the Opposition, made a big deal over the fact 
that the developer, Desarrollos, has not gone into St. 
George’s. 
 That was part of the problem when they were 
dealing with Bazarian. He went to St. George’s so 
many times and talked about all these things he was 
going to do, and there was no deal! 
 Let me tell you something about these devel-
opers, because I have asked them to do press con-
ferences, Mr. Speaker. I am the politician. I want the 
press conferences, and I want them to be out there 
and I want people to see. And you know what they 
have said to us? We are not going to the people until 
the deal is done! That is what they said to me. We are 
not going to make the mistake that Bazarian made. 
We are going to go to there when we can say this is 
what we are going to do, deal is done. So, I think that 
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is laudable, Mr. Speaker. They are not going to go out 
there— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Misleading] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. Because when Mr. Bazarian 
went to St. George’s, the deal was done. The deal 
was done. The MDA [Master Development Agree-
ment] was signed. 
  
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. Well, I do not know 
what his definition of deal done is, but deal done to 
me is a hotel is going to start to get built. That is what 
deal done means to me, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not going to slander 
Bazarian, you know. We heard the Honourable Mem-
ber . . . I said that it was a mistake, Mr. Speaker, go-
ing to the people and raising expectations when you 
were not in the position to deliver. I have met Baza-
rian. Bazarian came and made a presentation to this 
Government. And I thought he was an amicable, 
charming man. I do not know him well, but I felt that 
he really wanted to do that development. 
 And you know what was interesting? Let me 
make this point. Because they read the e-mail from 
the developer who did not get it, and it was very 
clear—because I saw that e-mail. It is interesting what 
the intent was when the Opposition has the e-mail, 
right? But you can tell that this developer was eager to 
do a development in Bermuda. In fact, I made the 
comment to Chairman Dodwell. I said, You know 
what? It is a compliment that he still wants to do the 
development in Bermuda. There is only one property. 
We cannot divide it up. We made a decision that it 
was going to be Desarrollos. 
 And so, he wrote that e-mail to the Govern-
ment, copied the Opposition, or forwarded it to the 
Opposition. And he was critical in some respects of 
the process. I believe he was critical because he was 
upset that he did not get an opportunity to make a 
presentation. Right? But you know what, Mr. Speak-
er? Bazarian did not say a lot of nice things to me 
about the former Government when I met with him. I 
can tell you that. He was very critical of how he was 
handled by the former Government and why it got 
terminated. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Oh, that is what hap-
pened! No, no, no, no, no. They do not want me to 
say it after they say it. They read out an e-mail, but I 
cannot state the facts. And you know what? Let me 
tell you how I interpreted it. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Let me tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, how I interpreted it.  

I did not walk away saying, Oh! The PLP 
Government must have wronged Bazarian. But I 
would have long come out publicly and said that. You 
know what I said? I said, He is upset. I recognised he 
was upset. He wanted the project to continue. He 
wanted the former Government to rescind the termina-
tion. And you know what this Government did? We 
looked at the termination. We got a legal opinion in 
terms of the legality of the termination. And we told 
Mr. Bazarian that the former Government terminated it 
based on law. And we are not going to overturn it. 
 But the point I am making is, that is what hap-
pens when people feel that they have not been given 
a fair shake. And that happens in commercial transac-
tions all the time. So to come here and rely on a de-
veloper who did not get as far as he wanted to in this 
process, you know, I think is, as the Honourable Op-
position Leader would say, building an argument on a 
weak foundation. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot about 
jobs and training. I have made it clear that those re-
quirements will be evidenced clearly in the Master 
Development Agreement. Now, we have heard people 
say, No, well, it would be better for it to be in the Act. 
And it will have more legal power in the Act. Well, if 
you look at the letter that terminated the past agree-
ment—I am going to read it, Mr. Speaker. 
 It says, “Notice of termination of Master De-
velopment Agreement made between the Government 
and Bermuda and Addax Holdings, Limited, dated the 
2nd of April 2008, as amended on the 12th of February 
2009 and the 7th of April 2010” It was amended twice; 
that is interesting. “and of the ground lease made be-
tween the Government of Bermuda and Addax Hold-
ings, Limited, dated the 26th of October 2010.” Did you 
hear, Mr. Speaker, any mention of the Act?  
 The legal document that governs this project 
is the Master Development Agreement and the leas-
es. Those are— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And yes. So that is fine. 
But the point is that that is the most important docu-
ment. That is what you rely on. That is what you go to 
court over, Mr. Speaker.  

And so, I am confident that— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I believe it is for this de-
velopment. It outlines the entire relationship and the 
expectations and the terms and the conditions of the 
project. And we will have, Mr. Speaker, in the Master 
Development Agreement, clearly set out the require-
ment to employ Bermudians, first, on the construction 
and the operation side, as well as training Bermudi-
ans. 
 Now, there was a question about staffing ac-
commodations. I want to address that. They have ar-
ticulated to us, Mr. Speaker, that they are not interest-
ed in building staffing accommodation, that they want 
to actually utilise the local rental market in the area. 
So, I am just answering the direct question. That is 
what they have said they want to do. So that will be a 
further benefit to the community if that goes forward, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 And I cannot take my seat without another 
mention as it relates to the court case that they keep 
bringing up. You know, they have mentioned every-
thing from a negative slant, Mr. Speaker. But when I 
saw that, I knew that it was going to be used by the 
Opposition. And no matter how many times I try to 
explain it, you know, there are Honourable and 
Learned Members on that side, Mr. Speaker, who 
should be able to look at it. It is a civil action because 
it is an action of restitution. The receiver who was put 
in place . . . Mr. Speaker, receivers go out and recover 
assets. That is their job, to recover assets. 
 At no time has there been any statement, any 
allegation at all that the Stipa family or their compa-
nies had any knowledge that the actual hedge fund or 
the fund itself was being run as a Ponzi scheme. 
 I think, Mr. Speaker, of former Sir Allen Stan-
ford. We used to celebrate Allen Stanford. In fact, we 
participated, I believe, in the 20/20. They went there, 
and I believe a Bermuda contingent went there. And 
we played in the 20/20. And, you know, Mr. Stanford 
is now serving 110-year prison sentence for a $7 bil-
lion Ponzi scheme. Can you imagine how many enti-
ties in Antigua received funds from the Stanford Fi-
nancial Group? An airport was built. He had a bank. 
And are all those people who had done dealings with 
the Stanford Financial Group, were they complicit? 
No! Of course they were not. This is how these things 
happen. 
 But anyone who received . . . If the receiver 
can prove that you received direct funds from such a 
scheme, whether you are a charity . . . The Honoura-
ble Member mentioned Bernie Madoff. Okay? I recall 
following that situation, and I remember a charity who 
received a donation from someone who received 
funds from the Madoff fund had to make restitution. I 
thought that was extraordinary. A charity, had no idea 
the origin of the funds, but they were named in the 
suit. 
 So, we have made that clear. But yet, the Op-
position do not like that explanation. As the Honoura-
ble Premier and the Finance Minister have stated time 

and time again, this development company has been 
vetted by multiple entities. The Bank of Butterfield that 
they like to get up and say, We saved, vetted them 
and found them suitable enough to lend them money. 
Wow! Would a bank really lend millions of dollars to 
an entity that they did not think was of good repute? I 
mean, come on. We are all intelligent people up here. 
 The BMA, run by Jeremy Cox, is he going to 
vet and authorise the licences? No. We know that. But 
it does not suit the narrative.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, my view is, enough is 
enough. But I know that it is going to continue. I have 
heard quite a bit about the $120 million to . . . And I 
have said before, the developer has now said they 
think it may go up to $150 million. But the original pro-
posal was $120 million. They are prepared to come 
out of their own pocket for anything that goes over. So 
they have already committed to $70 million. They 
think it may cost $120 million. But they have looked at 
it again and said, Well, it may go to $150 million, and 
if it does, we will pay for it. That is a committed devel-
oper. 
 But we have been asked, Well, how is that 
going to work when other hotel projects may have had 
some challenges? Well, what makes this project dif-
ferent, as the Honourable Member, Mr. Burt, asked, 
one, is the finances are in place. In this case, the de-
veloper is putting up over 50 per cent of the finances. 
So this is not going to have a burden of debt that is 
going to be like this albatross. They have the money. 
And they are going to be able to invest that money. 
They are going to be putting a luxury brand there that 
has access not only to the St. Regis customer base; 
they will have access to the entire Starwood group’s 
customer base. They have already said that: Don’t 
worry about filling my hotel. We will do that ourselves. 
We will have our people come down to the new St. 
Regis in Bermuda; don’t worry about it. And then, dur-
ing your winter months, we will make sure that there 
are going to be some conferences in Bermuda. We 
got that. 
 And you know what is interesting? The Hon-
ourable Member from Warwick said, Well, if you can’t 
fill your hotels now, why build more? And I understand 
that mindset, and I am probably sure a lot of Bermudi-
ans think that way. I once said it, and I said it to a ho-
telier, and not a hotelier that is building on that proper-
ty. And you know what they said to me? They said we 
need a new hotel. Because especially if it is a luxury 
brand, because it brings renewed focus on the desti-
nation. They are going to do additional marketing. 
They are going to fill it with their own people. And then 
you are going to have more people coming to the des-
tination. So when those 120 rooms are full, where do 
you think these people are going to go? 
 We need to elevate Bermuda. Because one 
thing about Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, one thing about 
Bermuda—when you come here, you fall in love. The 
problem we have had is just getting them here, Mr. 
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Speaker. But once they get here, they are like, Wow! 
This is the best-kept secret. You know, it is a compli-
ment, but I get tired of hearing it. I do not want it to be 
a secret! 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do not want it to be a 
secret, Mr. Speaker. 
 But, you know, that Honourable Member, for-
mer Junior Finance Minister, talks about, Well, spend 
more than $4 million. Well, if you would have left the 
finances in a decent state, we may have more money, 
Mr. Speaker! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But you wasted it all! You 
and your former Finance Minister’s financial policies! 
So take ownership of that, Honourable Member. 
Okay?  

That is why we are broke, Mr. Speaker! That 
is why we are broke. And so, when we have austerity 
measures, he is going to get up and criticise when it 
was his wasteful Government under his management, 
because he was the advisor. He was the big dog, he 
would always brag. Talk about political strategies, I 
remember in 2007, he bragged and bragged about 
how they were going to win the election. And they did. 
And guess what? They were so shocked in 2012. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes I was!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, I was, Mr. Speaker. 
Let me tell you. I was shocked. I called my boss and 
said, I may not be coming in tomorrow, sir.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Get somebody else to do 
that case. I was shocked. But you know what? The 
Honourable Member who interpolated, I remember, 
and I am not just saying this to try and be more hu-
morous. But I remember watching the TV that night. 
And when the TV went to Court Street, the most 
shocked face I ever saw was the Honourable Wayne 
Furbert.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He was like, Oh, my God! 
What have I done? I thought I was going to be in Cab-
inet for years! 
 
[Laughter] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: He did not know what hit 
him, Mr. Speaker! 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That Honourable Member is 
misleading this House. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: In fact, Mr. Speaker, if I 
can read his mind, he said, I don’t believe I’m back in 
the Opposition! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, all the ran-
cour that we have heard today does not do any good 
for the project. But you know what makes me most 
confident, Mr. Speaker, about this project? It is be-
cause I have had the opportunity on multiple occa-
sions to sit across the table from the Stipa family. And 
what is interesting is that the father, Walter Stipa, 
does not speak English. His son does. His son, Rob-
ert, speaks fluent English and Spanish. So they al-
ways bring down an interpreter. They come with an 
advisor and a lawyer, and they come.  

And I have just never understood, why does 
this man, from the very beginning . . . I mean, the 
passionate presentation they made to the Cabinet, the 
two finalists. But they in particular, I just was saying, 
Why do they want to do this project so badly? They 
just wanted it. And every time I sat down across from 
them, they exuded this enthusiasm about the project. 
 And yes, we have to negotiate. And they are 
top negotiators. Yes, we have to negotiate. And when 
people talk about them, I say to myself, Well, how can 
. . . I can understand if this was a development com-
pany that never built anything, you know. We have 
seen some projects given to developers who have 
never built a hotel! Okay? So I can understand ques-
tioning that. But when you have a development com-
pany that has built a JW Marriott and a Marriott Playa 
Grande, a Renaissance, a Ritz-Carlton in Aruba, 
which is receiving awards, they have a proven track 
record. 
 You know, so I said to them, I was like I al-
ways said to myself, They are so passionate and they 
keep coming back. And then I had (I do not know who 
it was, but) somebody on my team came to me and 
said, Minister, you wouldn’t believe who I bumped into 
on the beach. And it was not the Premier, so this was 
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another occasion. I said, Who? He said, It was Walter 
Stipa. He was just there enjoying the festivities. And 
he spoke to him, and he said, Well, what are you do-
ing here? He said, I love coming to Bermuda. It’s my 
favourite place. And we should be lucky. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Now, if you can . . . 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I now move 
that the Bill be committed. 

The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

It has been moved that the Bill be committed. 
Any objections to that? 
The Chair will ask that the Deputy Speaker 

please take the Chair [of Committee]. 

[Pause] 

House in Committee at 12:13 am 

[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Chairman] 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 

ST. GEORGE’S RESORT ACT 2015 

The Chairman: Good evening. We are now in Com-
mittee of the whole for further consideration of the Bill 
entitled St. George’s Resort Act 2015. 

I call on the Minister in charge to proceed. 
Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

I am sorry. If you would just give me a mo-
ment, Madam Chairman. 

[Pause] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, this 
Bill would enable the granting of the rights, leases, 
concessions, permissions and approvals necessary to 
develop and deliver the St. George’s Resort on land 
lying to the south side of St. Catherine’s point in the 
Parish of St. George’s. 

I would like to move clause 1, Madam Chair-
man. 

The Chairman: Yes, please. 
Does everyone have the amendment? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
They were handed out right after lunch. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 

[Pause] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, 
clause 1 is self-explanatory. 

The Chairman: Yes. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: This Act may be cited as 
the St. George’s Resort Act 2015. So if we can ap-
prove clause 1, and then we can move on to the 
amendment. 

The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to clause 1? 

Yes. Thank you. 

[Crosstalk] 

The Chairman: There are no amendments to 
clause 1. Right. We are doing clause 1 now because 
there are no changes to it. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So we have approved it. 

The Chairman: Right. 
Are there any objections? 

The Clerk: But there are amendments to 2. 

The Chairman: No, no, no. That is fine. 
Are there any objections? 
There are no objections. 
Minister. 

[Motion carried: Clause 1 passed.] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
Madam Chairman, I would like to now amend 

clause 2.  

[Pause] 

The Chairman: Please proceed. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I just 
need some guidance here because there are quite a 
few amendments. So are we going to move the clause 
first, debate the clause and then do the amendments? 

The Chairman: Correct. 
Are there any objections to that? 
There are no objections. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. 

http://parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/House_Business/Bills/St.%20Georges%20Resort%20Bill%202015.pdf
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The Chairman: And we are going to be doing 
clause 2 next. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. So I would like to 
move clause 2. 

The Chairman: Yes. Please proceed. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now, I am moving clause 
2, and I am going to speak to clause 2 and the 
amendment. 

The Chairman: Right. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And then allow Honoura-
ble Members to speak to it. 

The Chairman: Right. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, now we are speaking 
to clause 2. So I am moving clause 2. And so, Madam 
Chairman, clause 2 defines various expressions used 
in the Act. And I have an amendment for clause 2. 

So do I now read the amendment? 

The Chairman: Yes. Yes, please. 

AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 2 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. Clause 2 . . . In 
clause 2, after “2015” in the definition of “Developer”, 
insert “and includes, for the purposes of section 3, any 
local company that is a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
Developer and has been granted consent under sec-
tion 4A of the Companies Act 1981 to hold land”; 

After the definition of “Development” insert 
“freehold land” means all that land which is part of the 
Property, having an area of approximately 0.175 hec-
tares (0.431 acres), shown in Drawing No. 
5510/046/448a in Schedule 5;”; 

In the definition of “Minister” insert after “in”, 
“section 3(4) and”; 

In the definition of “Property” delete “approxi-
mately 50.51 hectares (124.81 acres)” and substitute 
“approximately 49.538 hectares (122.411 acres)”; de-
lete “Drawing No. 5642/021/13” and substitute “Draw-
ing No. 5743/003/01”; 

After the definition of “Resort” insert “subsidi-
ary” means a subsidiary company as set out in section 
86 of the Companies Act 1981. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to the amendments on clause 2? 
Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 

from constituency 29. You have the floor. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 

Madam Chairman, before I ask the question, I 
just thought that I would just mention one thing, be-
cause I think that we have been here now debating 
since . . . I think debate started about 11:00. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I would say two o’clock, 
yes. So it has been about 10 hours, 10.5 hours. Mad-
am Chairman, you know, I give the Honourable Minis-
ter credit. He invited us to a meeting to discuss this 
amendment, and the others. And as the Honourable 
Minister knows, I took those amendments to discuss 
with my caucus. He knows that we had some con-
cerns with some of the amendments, as we did with 
the Bill, as we expressed at that meeting. 

I called the Minister from caucus on that 
Wednesday evening after the meeting and asked the 
Minister, Minister, can you talk to your people and ask 
if they might defer the House meeting on Monday so 
that we could possibly get together and discuss this 
Bill? The Honourable Minister said he would do that. 
He did not think that the Premier and his people would 
be willing to do that. But he would try it. 

Now, why am I making this statement? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Chairman. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Minister. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. And of course, it is going to 
be this he said, he said stuff. The Honourable Member 
said to me that, he asked me to defer. He did not say 
that we can discuss. He said, We have problems. You 
need to defer it. I told the Honourable Member that 
people are flying in for this sitting, that we have a 
timeline in place, that I will speak to the Premier, but I 
am not optimistic, because it is not viable. So, I do not 
want to give the impression that I was going to try and 
get the matter deferred. 

The Chairman: Thank you, Minister. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, we obviously had a 
disconnect. Because as [Shadow] Minister Burt will 
know, he was in my presence when I made the call. 
The intent was . . . And let me say this. Let us forget 
the he said, she said thing for now. But let me state 
for the record, Madam Chairman. Whether it be this—
and the Minister will know. I have called him before, 
only two times, maybe three times since we have 
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been opposites, that we have actually had a tele-
phone conversation. But we had a conversation a 
couple of weeks back about the Motor Car Act. And I 
said to him, Minister, look. I would like to get together 
with you and your PS, me and my people, we have 
some concerns with the proposed legislation. 
 And we had a very fruitful meeting. And I think 
that, if they have not done already, they will have an-
other fruitful meeting with one of my colleagues to 
help to make sure that we get everything right so that 
we do not come to this place and waste a lot of time. 
And the Minister knows that. And I will say this. I have 
no issue, and I have told my colleagues, and my col-
leagues agree. We have been here for 10 hours. We 
might be here for another six in Committee. 
 But let me say this, and I am not going to wor-
ry about he said, she said, but I will state for the rec-
ord tonight that if the Minister ever has any legislation 
that he wishes to discuss with me or my colleague, 
Wayne Furbert, because he is, you know, the eco-
nomic development side of it, that if he wishes to dis-
cuss, or anyone on that side wishes to discuss, espe-
cially if we have issues, and if we want to try to get 
some from that side and some from this side to try to 
hammer it out so that . . . You know what we do when 
we come here on the Friday? We will come and say 
. . . The Minister will speak. The Shadow will speak. 
And then we can go into Committee, and we can get it 
all done in 30–40 minutes. 
 So let me lay that marker down. Because that 
is what we could have done. And maybe I was not 
clear enough when we spoke on Wednesday night. 
But that was the intent. The intent was, look. Put this 
sitting today off. Let us get together, have a little chat. 
And see if we can iron it out, because my people had 
serious concerns. You maybe heard that over the oth-
er stuff, and maybe I was not vociferous enough. But 
let me state that that is what the intent was. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. Now you will 
get— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, let us get to the 
clause. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: With regard to, Minister, 
with the freehold land. Can you tell us, do you have a 
schedule for the sale of that land, number one? Do 
you have a schedule for the sale of it? You might ask, 
well, why do I ask that? Well, if you are going to put 
together your master agreement, and I would think 
that the sale of the land would be in the master 
agreement, what is the sort of . . . See, we do not 
know the phasing. We do not know, you know, are 
you going to look to strike a deal with the developer to 
put the hotel up first? Is he going to purchase the 
land, then put the hotel up? Or is he going to put the 

hotel up, then purchase the land later? What is going 
to be the phasing of that? 
 And the only reason I say that is, and I will be 
a little pessimistic right now, if things go horribly wrong 
and we end up with the hotel development itself, or 
wherever they start—I would hope you are starting 
with the hotel—and whether it be the condo portion or 
whether it be the villa portion, you know, with regard 
to this freehold land . . . And if it is sold, for example. 
Say you sign the agreement tomorrow that they are 
going to put a shovel in the ground September 1st, 
say. But August 15th, we are going to purchase the 
land. And February next year or 10 months later, they 
have an issue. If the land is already sold, have you 
made any provisions for that? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clause 2? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Chairman: Sorry—amendments. Sorry. 
 Now you may answer. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 First of all, let me just say in relation to the 
Honourable Member’s introductory remarks, that I was 
very encouraged and very appreciative when the 
Honourable Member came with his team in relation to 
the Motor Car Act, I think the Motor Car (No. 2) Act. 
And they brought some very good suggestions in rela-
tion to some technical issues. We had, as he said, a 
very good meeting. It never became political. And we 
were going to be able to . . . Well, the Honourable 
Member is pointing to the clock.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I can tell you that we are 
not keeping people here that long. But I just have to 
make the point that I appreciated that. 
 But what he omits to say about this particular 
situation was that the Honourable Member never said 
to me, Minister, I need you to get back to me right 
away tomorrow morning because we are planning a 
2:00 pm press conference. He never . . . He said, you 
know, Go to your people, right? This was probably 
around . . . I do not know what time that caucus got 
out, but it was not early evening. So, I did have some 
conversations with the leadership, with the Premier. 
And I do not think we would have deferred it. But cer-
tainly, I found out like eleven o’clock from Bernews 
that there was a scheduled press conference. They 
wanted copies of the amendments. I was shocked. 
 So, you know, if you said, Look. We’re going 
to have a press conference. Let me know. Can we 
talk?, it may have affected things. So, there was, in 
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my opinion—and I respect the Honourable Member’s 
opinion—but there was a political agenda, Madam 
Chairman. 
 But in relation to a schedule for the sale of the 
freehold, you will see here that . . . I think it goes on. 
But the reality is that the developer may, they may 
purchase this land. It is not something that is guaran-
teed. As I explained to the Honourable Member during 
the meeting, there is a valuation taking place of that 
property so that we can ascertain the proper consid-
eration.  

So the answer is no. The work is being done 
so that we can have an approximate cost for that sale 
put into the agreement in the event that they decide 
that they want to do the fractional. And then, of 
course, the necessary conveyances would take place 
at that time. This is allowing that possibility to happen. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, earlier today you 
said that you would be holding meetings in St. 
George’s to talk to the people of St. George’s about 
this. 
 Were you planning on having this meeting 
sooner rather than later to end speculation and maybe 
put some of the concerns of the neighbours of this 
land and the people of St. George’s, so that you might 
be able to put their concerns to rest with regard to the 
sale? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
At the appropriate time, once we have completed, and 
we hope to complete the agreement over the next few 
weeks, the developers will be coming to Bermuda. We 
will be doing a press statement. And we will be ar-
ranging town hall meetings in the East End. They 
have never resisted that suggestion. In fact, they wel-
come it. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 With regard to the fractionals that are pro-
posed to go on this site eventually, can you tell us if 
they are single-story, two-story? Can you give us any 
indication? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I have 
said it many times that the operator said that they may 
be interested in fractional units because they think 
that their clientele would be a good fit for this particu-
lar development. They have not committed to building 
fractional units. The Honourable Member asked, or 

someone asked, earlier about, is the hotel going to be 
built first or whatever? The hotel will be built first. 
There may be other developments taking place at the 
same time. But the commitment is to build the hotel 
first. 
 Unlike other developments that need to raise 
financing to build the hotel, this is a whole different 
situation. They are not in that position. But they have 
not made a firm decision as to whether or not they are 
going to proceed with a fractional component. They 
are going to build the residences. But whether or not 
one of those residences or multiple residences will 
form part of the 15 fractionals, they have not made 
that decision. But they want to have the ability, and in 
order to give them the ability, we have put it into the 
Act. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the clause 2 amendments? 
 No?  
 Are we just going to work on clause 2 for the 
amendments? Now we go back to clause 2. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. I 
have already stated that clause 2 defines various ex-
pressions used in the Act. Oh, okay. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much. 
 The first question that I have is on clause 2 
under “developer.” Madam Chairman, it says it means 
“Hotelco Bermuda Holding Ltd., a local company in-
corporated under the laws of Bermuda on 17 July 
2015,” which is the day this was tabled. 
 It is my understanding that there was no com-
pany incorporated on that date, as BMA vetting had 
not yet been complete. Does that need to be updat-
ed? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, the 
information I have is that it was incorporated on the 
17th of July. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clause 2? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Madam Chairman, the company 
was not incorporated on the 17th of July, because as 
of the following Monday they were still undergoing 
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their BMA checks. But if the Minister wants to be fine 
with that, then that will proceed on. 
 Under “resort,” the definition of “resort,” it 
says, “staff housing.” Given the Minister said that the 
developer does not want staff housing, I guess there 
is a question as to why that was included. 
 Furthermore, under the “Master Development 
Agreement,” as we understand, the Master Develop-
ment Agreement has not been signed. And there 
could, of course, be many changes that would occur 
to this Master Development Agreement. Does the 
Minister have any indication as to when that might be 
done? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
 I am sure the Honourable Member would ap-
preciate that, as I said, they indicated verbally to me 
that they are considering using local residences or 
apartments in the area. They may change their mind, 
Madam Chairman. I do not know. So the Act provides 
the permission for them to do certain things, and staff 
housing is not an unusual component of a resort. But 
they have already indicated that they may go a differ-
ent way, based on the way that the town is configured. 
 In terms of the Master Development Agree-
ment, I said it a few minutes ago that we anticipate the 
signing to take place over the next few weeks. Or at 
least, we are going to come to a full agreement, and 
they will come down, and we would have a signing. I 
believe those are your two questions. Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mad-
am Chairman. 
 Sewage plant. Where will they construct the 
sewage plant? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, they 
obviously know that is a requirement. In fact, we have 
had conversations with them. And we want them to 
actually have discussions with the Corporation of St. 
George’s to see what type of collaboration they can 
do to try and improve the overall. But exactly where it 
is going to be, I cannot say, Honourable Member. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clause 2? 

 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 21. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Minister, you have publicly 
stated that it is your desire to see ground broken be-
fore the end of the year. Considering what you said 
about the Master Development Agreement likely not 
to be signed, probably no earlier than September, is 
that still realistic, the breaking of ground before the 
end of the year? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Again, Madam Chairman, 
thank you for the question. 
 I did not say ground will be broken by the end 
of this year. I said that work will start. Site preparation 
will start. Excavation, those types of things will start in 
anticipation of ground being broken in the first quarter 
of 2016, like serious construction. But a lot of work, a 
lot of jobs will be created in the site, preparation of the 
site. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Staff housing—I 
mean, I have to applaud them to want to use local 
housing, which means to me that their intent is to hire 
majority of Bermudians. But if they decide to build 
some dormitories, is it anywhere in the plans location-
wise where they may build staff dormitories? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, again, 
the actual area where I believe the staff housing was 
located, which was on the former plan to this property, 
is no longer in the particular plan because of their ex-
pressions. So if they decide not to follow with their 
intention, as they stated, they would have to deter-
mine where they would put a dormitory of that nature. 
But at present, they are committed, verbally though, 
that they would prefer to use the local residences. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. I believe it is on 
Redcoat Lane. So that is where the housing for staff is 
supposed to go. Now, Redcoat Lane is in this bounda-
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ry plans that you have on the motion here. If they are 
not going to use that for staff housing, what will it be 
used for? Because that is quite a bit of distance away 
from the hotel site, because that is down back of the 
youth centre. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Madam Chairman, 
as I stated a minute ago, because of their intentions, 
that actual area that you mentioned . . . I know what 
he was looking at. But as part of our amendments, 
that is coming out of the Schedule. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, so we cannot speak 
to that at the moment. But we will get to it further. And 
also, if I can just say for Honourable Members that I 
have tabled, or I would like to officially table, larger 
plans, which are here on the table for Members. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 Minister, can you tell us if you have had any 
conversations or have you agreed with the developer 
that when it comes to tendering of different parts of 
the construction, will it be an open tender process? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I have not had any formal 
discussions about that, but anticipate that that is how 
it will go. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. With the golf 
course, would you know the yardage of the golf 
course? Because, as you see in the plans there, they 
will be putting some of the condos, or fractionals, 
whatever you want to call them, on the site of the pre-
sent golf course. So, you can still put an 18-hole golf 
course. Will it be 3,000 yards, 2,000 yards or what? 
We do not know. And by them taking some of the ex-
isting property on the golf course, it would indicate to 
me that the golf course is going to be shorter. 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. I was trying to recall 
what the yardage is now, Madam Chairman. But those 
residences are going to be on the edge of the golf 
course, Honourable Member, very similar to if you go 
to Mid Ocean, you will see houses there on the par 
three and the like, right next to the hole. So I envisage 
that. I have been told, Madam Chairman, that they are 
not going to be on the golf course, but they are going 
to be along the edge of it. Obviously, there are some 
great views there. So, it should not have an impact on 
the length of the golf course. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Madam Chairman, I would like to follow on 
from a question by the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 5, when he asked about the sewage plan. 
Can the Honourable Minister indicate whether or not 
the draft Master Development Agreement, or the Mas-
ter Development Agreement that is being worked on 
makes any reference to a sewage plant or the re-
sponsibility of the developer to construct the infra-
structure to make sure that the sewage at the hotel is 
being handled? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, of course. But the 
point I was making was that we want them to have 
dialogue with the Corporation of St. George’s to see if 
what they are implementing, which, of course, would 
be more modern, can somehow assist with some of 
the sewage issues there. Obviously, it would be a 
huge burden on the developer to try and come in and 
remediate the entire sewage system of the corpora-
tion. But they will, obviously, be putting in a top-rate 
sewage plant. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 So, there are no . . . Thank you. The Chair 
recognises the Member from constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I mean, I do not think 
St. George’s is asking them to renew their infrastruc-
ture. It is the facility itself, can it handle if St. George’s 
decides, Okay, we will revamp our sewage system, 
our pipes and stuff . . . Would that plant that they 
would put in be able to handle that much more sew-
age? 
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The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. I think there is some 
confusion over here as to what is being asked. The 
sewage plant that they are putting in, obviously, will 
be able to handle their facility. And so, because there 
are issues in St. George’s, they have to collaborate 
with them just to be able to make sure that what they 
are doing is not going to create any issues with the 
Town of St. George’s, and to ascertain whether or not 
there could be any way that they can assist in that 
area. 
 But what they are going to be putting there, 
Madam Chairman, will be more than sufficient and, of 
course, will not create a greater problem for St. 
George’s. 
 Also, on the golf courses, you know, I hear 
Honourable Members asking about whether or not this 
is going to affect the yardage. And it seems that there 
are some Honourable Members, based on what they 
are looking at, who are convinced that it would be. 
But, Madam Chairman, that golf course has been in 
that state for years. So if they are committed to rede-
veloping the golf course, it is going to be a golf course 
for their guests. And of course, it will be open to the 
general public. That is going to be a good thing. So, 
you know, I think that . . . I do not know exactly how it 
is going to affect the yardage, but certainly we are 
very happy that they are committed to redoing the golf 
course. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 The Honourable Minister just mentioned about 
the golf course. And I am looking at this map. And in 
fact, based on this schematic, Minister, you will take 
note that at least an entire hole of the existing golf 
course has now been earmarked for the actual hotel 
development, plus . . . I know. I know. But once you 
are at this end, you are basically taking a good portion 
of the hole. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: My cousin and colleague, MP 
Burgess, seems to think that it is not going to take as 
much land as it appears from what I am looking at on 
the map. So maybe I do need to take a drive and take 
the map with me. I know how to read maps. So I will 
be able to ascertain that. And I do remember how the 
golf course was— 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Just a point of clarifica-
tion, Honourable Member. 
 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Yes. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Are you looking at what is 
attached to . . . Are you looking at this? You are look-
ing at the subdivision, Honourable Member. So the 
plan that I tabled, which I believe is subject to . . . 
Okay, well, this is the plan that I would like for Hon-
ourable Members to be looking at. And I appreciate 
the Honourable Member—I have tabled them. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I accept, Madam Chair-
man, that there is some uncertainty in terms of how 
this is going to impact the golf course. We have made 
an undertaking to have a look at this later and go up 
there and clarify this for the Honourable Member. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I just want to get back 
to the sewage plant. I would hope that the Govern-
ment, along with St. George’s, can negotiate with this 
group to put in a sewage plant large enough to handle 
St. George’s. Because if you put in a sewage plant 
down St. George’s for the hotel, just to handle the ho-
tel, you can increase it with a minimum cost to handle 
twice as much. But you do not want to be building two 
sewage plants in St. George’s. We do not have a lot 
of land as people think we have in this country. So 
putting one sewage plant certainly would be much 
better than putting two. Your price, your cost would 
certainly be much less. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I take 
the Honourable Member’s point. And those are the 
conversations we are having with them. Because we 
do not want that problem to arise. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Just to clarify, Minister, 
when he is ready. Minister, okay. Just to clarify, that is 
correct. That is significant. It is taking a significant bite 
out of that particular hole and eliminating the . . . I do 
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not know if you remember the temporary Par 3 they 
used. Maybe the Premier might know there is a tem-
porary Par 3 that used to even go up the hill to the left, 
right on the waterside. That is completely gone. But 
that was only temporary, you know, when they took 
the other hole out of play. So, it is significant. But we 
will see, at the end of the day, concerns. The Leader 
is correct. The concern is valid, and it is a substantial 
piece of property being taken up for that. 
 Minister, will the developer be paying any 
rent? And if so, what is it? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, those 
details will be contained in the ground lease, which 
will be tabled in the House. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 
An Hon. Member: Tabled where? 
 
The Chairman: In the House. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, with regard to the 
hotel management, what are the principal terms with 
regard to the hotel management agreement? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, that is 
an agreement between the developer and the man-
agement company. It is going to be St. Regis. And, 
Madam Chairman, that does not have anything to do 
with the Government. That is between the developer, 
and it is between the management company. And I do 
not think it is appropriate . . . Now, certainly, I am not 
quite sure, but the Honourable Member can proceed 
to try and ascertain information from them. But at this 
point, my position is that negotiation is taking place 
between the management company and the develop-
er. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 Still in regards to clause 2. We are still on 
clause 2. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, yes. 
 

Mr. E. David Burt: And following from the Minister’s 
answer just now, can the Honourable Minister, I 
guess, advise this House whether or not he is aware 
that the Starwood hotel group is taking an equity posi-
tion in this project or not? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
  
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: As far as I am aware, 
Honourable Member, no. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 2? 
 So, Minister, if you would move clause 2 be 
approved as amended. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Do I now— 
 
The Chairman: You are going to move clauses 1 and 
2, as amended. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I have already moved 
clause 1. 
 
The Chairman: Right. Just clause 2. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Now I would like to move 
clause 2 as amended. 
 
The Chairman: Right. Are there any objections to 
moving clause 2 as amended? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 

[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 2 passed as amended.] 
 
The Chairman: Minister, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I would now like to move 
clause 3. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to moving 
clause 3? 
 No. Minister, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Am I doing the amend-
ment first or just the— 
 
The Chairman: We are going to do the same format. 
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AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 3 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. So we wish to 
amend clause 3, Madam Chairman. 
 Delete clause 3 and substitute the following— 
 

Minister may convey and lease Property to 
Developer 
 
 3(1) Notwithstanding section 8 of the Public 
Lands Act 1984, section 120 of the Companies 
Act 1981, or any other Act, the Minister may, for 
such consideration as the Government may de-
termine— 

 (a) convey any of the freehold land to the 
Developer (in fee simple); 

 (b) lease the rest of the Property to the De-
veloper for a term not exceeding 262 
years; and 

 (c) grant to the Developer such other ease-
ments over Government land as the Min-
ister may think necessary or convenient— 

 (i) so that access may be had by per-
sons, animals or vehicles to the Prop-
erty; and 

 (ii) for the provision of utilities and infra-
structure to the Property. 

  (2) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby 
declared that separate leases may be granted to 
the Developer in relation to different parts of the 
Property. 
  (3) Any conveyance or lease granted by the 
Minister to the Developer under this Act shall be 
subject to the following rights of access— 

 (a) the public shall have, free of charge, rea-
sonable access to any beach and fore-
shore on the Property; and 

 (b) public utility providers shall have reason-
able access to the Property in order to 
maintain installations and equipment on 
the Property. 

  (4) The Developer shall ensure that the golf 
course remains accessible to the public during 
such times and on such reasonable terms and 
conditions as the Developer shall, after consulta-
tion with the Minister, approve. 
  (5) Upon the conveyance of any part of the 
Property to the Developer . . . (I am on the second 
page, dealing with . . .) Upon the conveyance of 
any part of the Property to the Developer or exe-
cution of a lease for any part of the Property, the 
Government shall hold the Developer harmless 
against any assertion by any other person of any 
right to occupy or use that part of the Property. 
 (6) Subsections (3)(c), (4) and (5) of section 
4AA of the Companies Act 1981 (Minister may re-
voke consent to carry on restricted business activ-
ity relating to corporate land holding) shall not ap-

ply in relation to any land holding by the Develop-
er under and in accordance with this Act. 

 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to clause 3, the amendment? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Minister, under what conditions are the bene-
ficial owners going to be permitted to sell or merge or 
reassign a lease to another party? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, those 
terms will be set out in the ground lease as well. The 
details of the leases, of course—and this House has 
to approve them—all those details will be in the 
ground lease as well, I am sure. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Minister, on the 
(a), (c) and (ii), the lease is for 262 years. I wish it was 
worded differently, 131 with an option, the first option 
for 131, 262. But anyhow, we understand that. 
 What will they be charged for the lease? Also, 
I am concerned about any road change, because you 
have made some road changes, substantial in my 
opinion, where the hotel is going to be going along 
toward the beach. So, as you can see by the map you 
just had there, are there any more road changes that 
are going to be taking place? Because all we see are 
the ones down by the beach. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 In terms of the last question, there are no pro-
posed additional road changes. As we have stated 
that there will be public access and the public will 
have free access to all of the public amenities there. 
 And I already stated that the details in terms 
of the lease, the rent and those details will be in the 
ground lease, which will be debated another time. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 Minister, you stated earlier that the developer 
is putting in $70 million of his own money. You will 
know that during the debate today, I think you will 
agree that the developer instructed his finance man to 
go out and find $15 million so he could finish the hotel 
in Aruba. 
 Having said that, my question is, I wonder 
what would have happened if Mr. Stipa’s finance guy 
had not raised $15 million? Would that hotel be sitting 
there today unfinished? 
 The other thing that I have to tag onto that, 
dovetail onto that, is also, you will know that this same 
group announced in 2012 that they were going to 
build a $500 million in Turks and Caicos. And in fact— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, but it is important. It is 
important. And when you talk about the clause, we are 
talking about, Madam Chairman, the lease. And if you 
are talking about the 262-year lease and the leasing 
of the property, this all ties into it. I mean, there should 
not be any question about that. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So I am talking about 
clause 3(1)(b), “lease the rest of the Property to the 
Developer for a term not exceeding 262 years . . .”  
 So, what I am saying to you is, Minister, was 
that a difficult question? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You are trying to get 
through the clauses, and we have to work through 
them. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I am not worried about my 
Leader. He can go anytime he wants. He has a young 
baby at home, and I know that. 
 
The Chairman: So your question? I am sorry. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, my question is that the 
developer had to borrow $15 million to finish the hotel 
in Aruba that was not that long ago. All of a sudden, 
the developer has $70 million. My question is, What 
would have happened if they did not get that $15 mil-
lion? So that is one question. These are the types of 
red flags that we discussed earlier that tie into this Bill. 
And it is a concern. My question is, if they had not re-
ceived that money, where would they be? What as-
surances do you have, Minister? Have you seen proof 

that the developer has $70 million in order for us to 
commit to this 262-year lease? 
 
The Chairman: Members, there is a question. Basi-
cally, I understand what you are asking. It is a tenden-
cy to be more of a hypothetical question based on 
something that has already happened. I can under-
stand your question, but, quite honestly, under page 
24 of our [Standing Orders], we cannot solicit an opin-
ion. And that might be what you are looking for. Can 
you help guide me? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Oh, you do? Sorry. I understand there 
was . . . He understands what you are asking. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Just dealing with the amendment, of course, 
which replaces the entire clause, I guess clause 
3(3)(a), which says “the public shall have, free of 
charge, reasonable access to any beach and fore-
shore on the Property . . .” Can the Honourable Minis-
ter please indicate to us what “reasonable access” 
can be construed to mean and whether or not there 
are any restrictions or other items which are contem-
plated in the draft yet to be signed, the Master Devel-
opment Agreement? Or is this beach, because we see 
the hotel is being built right on the beach, just going to 
be open to all the public at any time? Because it says 
“reasonable access.” 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
 This is a public beach. And it means that there 
will be no restrictions to access the beach for the pub-
lic. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: For the other Honourable 
Member, all I can say to his hypothetical question is 
that the fact of the matter is that they finished it. And it 
is a world-class resort in Aruba. That is their track rec-
ord. They finished it. 
 In terms of their financing, we received refer-
ences from reputable banks that provided comfort and 
satisfaction to the Government as to the financial posi-
tion of the developer. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.   
 Are there any other Members? Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you for that, Minis-
ter. I appreciate it. 

Just wondering if you have any concerns that, 
on May 7th in 2013, JW Marriott and Desarrollos an-
nounced together at the Caribbean Hotel and Resort 
Investment Summit, that they were going to build a 
380-room hotel that was to open in early 2016. That 
has not started yet. I do not know if you are aware of 
that joint announcement between JW Marriott and 
Desarrollos. But that . . . See, these are the types of 
announcements that give us concern. And you can let 
us know if you . . . You obviously are fairly confident 
that the due diligence has been done. But I just 
thought I would lay that down as a marker for you to 
keep in your back pocket. Or you may want to com-
ment on it. 

But I do have a question. 

The Chairman: Yes, please. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: What guarantees or claw-
backs or penalties have been put in place in case the 
developer does default? 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 

It sounds like that Honourable Member has 
been talking to a developer, Madam Chairman. But 
there will be default provisions clearly stated in the 
MDA [Master Development Agreement]. And, Madam 
Chairman, I am not aware of the process in Aruba. 
But the fact of the matter is that I know that on 
April 15th of this year, they renewed. They had another 
announcement that the project is still going ahead. 
And so, you know, whether or not there was a delay, 
fine. But no, I do not have any concerns. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any other Members who would like 

to speak to clause 3? 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, do you have the 
current net assets of the Desarrollos Hotelco Group? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any other Members who would like 

to speak to clause 3? 
Thank you. The Chair recognises the Opposi-

tion Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 

For clause 3(4), the Minister is seeking to 
amend who has the power in terms of the public hav-
ing access to the golf course. Initially, it said that it 
was based on terms and conditions that were reason-
able upon approval of the Minister. And now, through 
the amendment, the power of approval from the Minis-
ter has changed from approval to just consultation. 
And the actual power to determine is given to the 
hands of the developer. 

Can the Minister explain to us why this 
amendment is being brought? Is it at the encourage-
ment or request of the developer? Or is it something 
that the Government feels they do not have the ability 
to administer? 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I thank the Honourable 
Member for the question. 

The answer is that it is something at the en-
couragement of the developer, primarily because I 
may have a certain view. They may submit something 
to me as the Minister. I approve it. And then, for what-
ever reason, I am no longer the Minister. And they go 
down a certain path. And then a new Minister comes 
along and takes a different view. So they felt that it 
was some concern that they would not have con-
sistency and continuity in terms of the overall project. 

So we believe the consultation is strong 
enough. If the Government objects, the Government 
can stop something from taking place. But there was 
concern that if there was a change of Minister or a 
change of government, that there could be a substan-
tial change to the direction of the golf course. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Opposition Leader. 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I appreciate the response by 
the Minister when he said that if the Government have 
an issue, the Government can actually stop something 
from taking place. But based on the law or the 
amendment, it says through consultation. That is not 
the power to stop anything. Approval or disapproval is 
the power to stop it. 

Now, what we are speaking of is access of the 
public to a public golf course. Now, it is leased land. I 
know that the developer has a level of expectations to 
ensure that their clients get first choice or first access 
to the golf course. I think that is reasonable. But that 
balance has to be struck, and that is a balance that 
should be so solid and acceptable, regardless of if a 
government changes or not. 

I mean, we are talking about a golf course. 
We are not talking about anything more. You can only 
have 36, about 36 groups of four on the golf course at 
the same time. So the balance has to be struck. And I 
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am wondering if you are actually giving too much 
away. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thirty-six groups of four—
there are 18 holes. You can have two foursomes on 
each hole. Maximum, okay? 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: That is all. But you get the 
drift. I mean, the Premier seems to get caught up on 
little minor things, naturally. But can the Minister ex-
plain if you think that this request by the developer 
could be going a step too far? Because you did men-
tion that the Government, if you object or if you have 
issues, you can stop it. Based on this amendment, 
you cannot stop it because the power is now being 
given to the developer instead of the Minister. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. I appreciate that. 
And he is absolutely right as it relates to the Act. 
When I said the Government, at the end of the day, 
the Government can always come back to Parliament 
and amend something if we felt very passionate about 
it. 

But let me just say this to the Honourable 
Member’s question. The developer and the operator, 
they want as much volume as possible. We do not 
think that, and they do not think that, you know, their 
guests alone are going to be able to sustain the golf 
course. So they are hopeful that a lot of people in the 
public are going to come and utilise the golf course. 
They are committed to having access. That is why it is 
here, that it will remain accessible to the public during 
such times. There may be some preferential times for 
their guests, Madam Chairman. But they did feel that 
if they started to invest—because it is not cheap to 
redevelop a golf course—if they started to make sub-
stantial investments and then another Minister comes 
along and changes approvals, that that is not a com-
mercial term that they were comfortable with. 

So I did not have any issue with it if this is 
going to get the golf course redone and make it avail-
able to their guests and to the public. But I take the 
Honourable Member’s point. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 5. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. 
Is the islet, is that going to be a part of the golf 

course? And the other thing is, will there be special 
rates for locals to play golf there? 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No. It is not going to be 
part of the plans. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Islet, island? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The small island down 
there. It says the development, “as part of the golf 
course, of the islet shown in . . .” 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Right. No, I under-
stand it. I know what it is. I went to Harrington Sound. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It was the tee, that little 
small area. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Oh, I do not know what it 
was going to be. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, yes. But was it going 
to be used as a tee previously? I do not know. But, no. 
The answer is no. I have been told no. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I think 
it is too early for me to speak to what the rates are 
going to be at the golf course. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 

Did this developer, Minister, did this developer 
give a rationale for requesting the 262-year lease? Did 
this developer give a rationale for wanting a 262-year 
lease? 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I think 
I know where the Honourable Member is going with 
this. But at the end of the day, the precedent was set. 
And this is deemed to be the commercially acceptable 
term for these types of properties. And so, there was 
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no issue. So, at the end of the day, yes, they gave it. 
This is the commercially efficacious way to go. And 
we have seen this particular term in other agree-
ments. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. I just want to be 
very clear. I know the Minister answered. But [clause] 
6(3), may I read? 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: It says, “The Minister 
responsible for parks may impose such reasonable 
terms and conditions on the development and use of 
the national park islet as part of the golf course as he 
may consider necessary.” Now, you said that it is not 
going to be a part of the golf course. But it is not writ-
ten that way here. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry, Madam 
Chairman, because we are on the amended clause 3. 
 
The Chairman: Right. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So I am not quite sure— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, I have been following 
him. I am sorry. I am just trying to catch up with you. 
So, where did you just read from? The Bill? 
 
The Chairman: The Bill. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. And which clause? 
Clause 6(3)? Okay. Yes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. The Chair recognises the 
Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
 I appreciate it, because this is dealing with 
national parkland. And the Minister has this power. 
But I am advised that the developers have stated that 
they are not going to include the islet in the golf 
course. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other— 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 Minister, what performance steps must the 
developer complete before the lease is signed by 
Government? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. The Chair recognises the 
Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, there 
are multiple conditions on developers in these pro-
jects. Clearly, one is securing the finance. Obviously, 
there are going to be approved plans. It is a normal 
process. I do not know if the Honourable Member is 
trying to drill down on any specific deliverable on the 
developer. But they have met, to date, all of the ex-
pectations and conditions that we have been looking 
for. As we go forward, obviously, with the plans and 
other things, there are other government approvals 
that will be required. So they will have to meet these 
conditions as we go forward. 
 I am not quite sure what the Honourable 
Member is asking. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. 
 You know, early on today, Dr. Grant Gibbons 
mentioned, he talked about the Hotels Concession Act 
2000. And he said how it is outdated and they will be 
coming up with something new. I believe you said the 
Incentive Act or some words to that effect. And, you 
know, that is a good point. That is a good point. May-
be what the Government need to do, because you 
know what? Here it is. It is 20 after 1:00 [am], and we 
are just touching some of these questions. Maybe 
what you could do in the future, something new, as 
Dr. Grant Gibbons likes to say, what you should con-
sider doing in the future, Minister—and let us hope 
there are some more of these, right?—is get the Mas-
ter Development Agreement done and table it with the 
Bill so that what we can do is get . . . All those ques-
tions could have been answered. We could have 
probably been home four or five hours ago. 
 So, you know, as Dr. Gibbons said, it is a new 
day. The Hotels Concession Act is outdated. Well, 
maybe we should do this differently, too. I know that 
when we tabled the Park Hyatt (St. George’s) Resort 
Act 2008, we did it the same way. And we were here 
till, I think it was like three–four o’clock in the morning, 
as well. So let us try and remember that for the future 
because there are many more questions to come. 
 Now, I do not know if you really understood 
what I said, but I will repeat it. What performance 
steps must the developer complete before the lease is 
signed by Government? And you had said that one of 
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the performance steps was the financing. I am just 
wondering if there are any other steps, performance 
steps, that you had set for the developer to meet be-
fore the lease is actually signed and stamped. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, that is 
a very broad question. But my response is that the 
two that were most important that the developer had 
to fulfil were come to an agreement with a quality lux-
ury brand—they have done that; and secure financ-
ing—they have done that. Of course, all the other vet-
ting to ascertain whether or not they are fit and proper 
was also done. So I do not know if there is a perfor-
mance that he is looking for, but those are the ones 
that we have considered. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
Are there any Members who would like to 

speak to clause 3? 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 18. 

Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Madam 
Chairman. 

Regarding the lease that will be granted, and I 
am talking about clause 3(2) and 3(3), of course, 
those leases will have to be tabled and approved here 
in Parliament. Does the Minister intend on tabling the 
Master Development Agreement at the same time? 
Because I am assuming the Master Development 
Agreement will be done before the leases. That is just 
the assumption. 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
The Chair recognises the Minister. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 

The Chairman: Are there any other Members who 
would like to speak to clause 3? 

Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That is excellent news. 
And I like your red and white socks. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Pink. Pink is not a bad col-
our. Pink is not a bad colour. 

Minister, under what circumstances can the 
Government abrogate the lease? 

The Chairman: I am sorry; repeat the question? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Under what circumstances 
can the Government abrogate the lease? 

The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: First of all, let me just 
say, because the Honourable Member is interpolating 
over there, I have always said that the Government 
was committed to tabling the MDA. But we are not 
going to be back into the House until November, 
Madam Chairman. And so, knowing the Opposition as 
I do, and I have said that we intend to sign over the 
next few weeks, I will not be surprised if a PATI re-
quest comes along well before November, Madam 
Chairman. 

So all I am saying is that the public will have 
access to it whether I table it or not, Madam Chair-
man. Because this Government, as the Honourable 
Shadow Tourism Minister said to me, We are so glad 
you passed PATI. So, we did it. We have got to live 
with it, Madam Chairman. And the public will have 
access to it. 

Now, in terms of the question . . . I am sorry. 
Repeat the question? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Oh, yes. There are going 
to be, as I said earlier, clauses in the leases, in the 
Master Development Agreement, protection clauses 
for the Government, as standard. The Honourable 
Member knows. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Having said that with re-
gard to the completion of the MDA, Minister, I know 
that you, being the collaborative Minister that you are, 
surely we will not have to go to PATI and you will be 
certainly transparent and forthcoming and present 
us— 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes. We will invite . . . 
Look. When the MDA is ready, you let me know and 
we will hold a special caucus just for you, Minister. 

Minister, I think you may have mentioned this 
earlier, but let me ask again. When do you estimate 
that Government will table the lease agreement? 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We anticipate doing all of 
that in November. 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
The Chair recognises the Member from con-

stituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
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 Now, having said that, Minister, knowing that 
time is of the essence, and certainly you will know that 
your OBA Government promised 2,000 jobs prior to 
the election in 2012. When you are saying that you 
are going to table this lease in November, and having 
had 14 months of negotiations with these folks, why 
cannot you see coming back for another special ses-
sion as soon as it is ready so that we can get the 
lease approved, get it ratified and put people to work? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I am 
glad the Honourable Member made that suggestion. 
And if that is something that we think is feasible, we 
can consider it. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 3? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Just a question, 
and it is not there, but I am just wondering. Gunpow-
der Cavern does not play any part in this lease or any-
thing, right? 
  
[Pause] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. I 
am advised that there are no plans to use it. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thanks. 
 The other thing is, I know with the plans that 
we had for Bazarian, the sewage plant was supposed 
to go to the south east of the Gunpowder Cavern. You 
do not have idea where the sewage plant is going to 
be? 
 
The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, not at this point. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 Minister, will you be looking at official phases 
for the development of the entire project? 
 

The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Madam Chairman. 
As I stated earlier, it will be done in phases. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any other Members who 
would like to speak to clause 3, the amendment? 
 No? 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would now like to do clause 3. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Clause 3 enables the 
Minister responsible for public lands to lease to the 
developer, for not more than 262 years, land forming 
part of the property. 
 As you know, the amendment has just re-
placed the entire clause. So I think we can vote on the 
amendment, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clause 3? 
 No. 
 Minister, if you would just. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. 
 So I move that we— 
 
The Chairman: Clause. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move clause 3 as 
amended. 
 
The Chairman: With amendments.  
 Are there any objections to moving clause 3 
with amendments? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clause 3 passed as amended.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I would now like to move clauses 4 through 
10. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any objections to moving 
clauses 4 through 10? 
 No objections. 

Minister, please proceed. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, 
clause 4 grants planning permission in principle for 
the development. 
 Clause 5 grants planning permission for the 
subdivision of the property as set out in Schedule 5, 
subject to the developer submitting, to the Develop-
ment Applications Board for approval, an application 
for planning permission based on a final plan of sub-
division. 
 Clause 6 gives permission for an islet that 
forms part of a national park to be used as part of the 
golf course component of the resort. 
 Clause 7 requires the development of the 
property to be compatible with the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site status of the Historic Town of St. 
George’s and related fortifications. 
 Clause 8 allows commercial vehicles used in 
the development and servicing of the property to trav-
el on certain routes that would otherwise be restricted 
by the St. George’s Traffic Ordinance 1967, provided 
the vehicles are driven at speeds that will not cause 
damage to the roads or surrounding structures. 
 Clause 9 approves the hotel concessions set 
out in Schedule 1. 
 Clause 10 provides for the Minister responsi-
ble for tourism to bring the Act into operation on such 
day as he may, by notice in the official Gazette, ap-
point. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to clauses 4 through 10, please? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you.  
 During the construction of the hotel, will cer-
tain roads be off limits to the heavy trucks that will be 
carting back and forth rubble and materials? 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, obvi-
ously, trucks will have to have access to the site for 
the development. There have not been any roads 
identified as being off limits to these vehicles, As I 
think I read that, you know, they would have to . . . 
Clause 8 allows commercial vehicles used in the de-
velopment and servicing of the property to travel on 
certain routes that would otherwise be restricted by 
the St. George’s Traffic Ordinance, provided the vehi-
cles are driven at speeds that will not cause . . . So 
there are some restrictions in terms of speeds and the 
like. But I have been told that there have not been any 
roads identified that cannot be utilised. So, clause 8 
allows them to use roads that are restricted, because 
obviously, they have to have access. But there will be 
restrictions put in place in terms of the speed they can 
go and the like. 
 

The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Going to the ho-
tel, if you use Duke of Kent Street, that is very narrow. 
And if you use the Barrack Hill, that hill is compro-
mised on the right side where the apartments are. I 
would urge you to be cautious and look at that, be-
cause that road, it is not as safe as one thinks. There 
is enough traffic going there now. So whatever road 
they use, I think you need to check that out like now. 
Because if you are going to start something in the first 
quarter, you are going to need to do something with 
that. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. 
 I accept the comments of the Honourable 
Member. And of course, you know, roads that are 
compromised or too narrow will not be used. 
 And I have the say, Madam Chairman. I do 
not know if the Honourable Member . . . he must have 
gone to a good church service yesterday, because he 
is being really nice today. My cousin has been extra 
nice today in his demeanour in the House. I have real-
ly enjoyed his contributions, Madam Chairman. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Let me say for the 
public, I am a nice person. I am a nice, young Chris-
tian boy. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to clauses 4 through 10? 
 There are no other Members. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Okay. Now, Madam 
Chairman, I would like to amend Schedule 1. 
 
The Chairman: Well, we are going to approve the 
clauses. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry. I would like to 
approve clauses 4 through 10, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that clauses 4 to 
10 be approved. Are there any objections to that mo-
tion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 4 through 10 passed.] 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Now I would like to move Schedule 1. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: There is an amendment. Correct? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. So, let us deal with 
the amendment first, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, please. 
 

AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 1 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Schedule 1 is amended 
as follows: in paragraph 2, delete “and to paragraph 
3”; and delete paragraph 3. 
 Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any questions on the amendment 
for Schedule 1? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry. We are doing 
it the other way. So the Opposition is asking for the 
Schedule 1 as it is drafted. So, Schedule 1 sets out 
the hotel concessions given to the developer. And we 
are, as I said, amending it, deleting paragraph 3. 
 Madam Chairman, as we had a long debate 
today in the House, and I will restate the reasons why 
the Government is doing this. And I am glad the Hon-
ourable Member drew to my attention to elaborate 
even further. 
 Madam Chairman, I certainly appreciate what 
has been said all day as it relates to this particular 
amendment. And when I first saw the way that we 
were moving with this project and the amount of re-
search that was done by, particularly Mr. Andy Bur-
rows of the BTA, and I saw—in fact I have it here—a 
matrix in terms of what other jurisdictions are doing as 
it relates to Bermuda, I appreciated how these particu-
lar terms and conditions have served as a disincen-
tive, as an incentive, Madam Chairman. 
 But I can tell you this. And the only thing that 
we are doing is, we are not tying the receipt of con-
cessions to these conditions. And let me give you an 
example, and I know that Honourable Members have 
talked about the entertainment. And I would, Madam 
Chairman . . . You know, I remember as a young man 
going to Hamilton Princess and seeing shows there. 
You can go and buy a show and a dinner and the Fol-
lies, and it is really astonishing how we have lost all of 
that. And that was at a time when, I mean, you would 
go to one of those shows and it would be sold out. 

And everyone is dressed up. And it was such a lovely 
experience. 
 The Follies were in Southampton, but there 
was a show and a dinner at Hamilton. I remember 
going there, Madam Chairman. And so, I would like to 
see entertainment come back in this country. We have 
some great entertainers. I remember at my first VIP 
Awards ceremony, I had just become the Minister, 
and I was so impressed by the band. I mean, it could 
have been a band backing up Phil Collins, Madam 
Chairman. They were that good. We have good quali-
ty talent. And we have some young talent. But I do not 
see it in the numbers coming through. 
 And I do not know what we can do to encour-
age it. You know, we have talked about the fact that 
this is coming out of the Bill. But I have also heard 
Honourable Members talk today about how entertain-
ers are complaining that they do not have the type of 
work that they would like to have. And that is based 
on the conditions that are already in existence. I think 
that we have to look at the whole local entertainment 
industry and figure out a way how to support it, how 
we can grow it, how we can get more young Bermudi-
ans involved in it and it can be a financially viable in-
dustry for locals. 
 I can tell you this. You can go to The Reefs 
certain nights of the week and enjoy local entertain-
ment there. You can go to Grotto Bay, which is just 
around the corner from my house, and enjoy local en-
tertainment there during the week as well. So local 
entertainers are working, and hotels are working with 
them. 
 But I know of a situation, Madam Chairman, 
where because it is tied to the concession . . . One of 
the conditions is that the hotel owner or developer has 
to submit receipts for all of—they have to prove that 
they hired these entertainers, and they have to have 
receipts attached to that document. If they are missing 
a receipt, they do not get the concession. And I have 
had developers or owners call the Ministry and say, 
You know, we are having difficulty because we can’t 
locate this receipt. We don’t think the entertainer ac-
tually submitted an invoice. They came, they per-
formed, we paid them. Now I have to use staff to hunt 
down, you know, this entertainer, find a receipt, just so 
I can get my concession. And I just spent $90 million! 
 It is just not a good commercial situation. We 
believe, and based on other jurisdictions, that the 
concession should be contiguous to the investment. 
And then, you put the conditions to train, the condi-
tions to employ in the agreement. And so, that is the 
way we have gone. The agreement is what governs 
the parties. And I can tell you, we have made this 
point abundantly clear. There has been no resistance 
from the developer. They believe that, on both the 
construction and the operation side, the majority of the 
workers, without doubt, will be Bermudians. So it will 
be enshrined in the MDA. It will be set out clearly. And 
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without question, that is going to be legally sufficient 
for this deal. 
 
The Chairman: Okay.  
 Are there any other members? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, you just said you 
have made it abundantly clear, abundantly clear, and 
they have agreed that they will try and hire as many 
Bermudians as they can, as many entertainers, local 
entertainers as they can. If you have made that abun-
dantly clear, have you agreed a penalty if they do not? 
And how are you going to prove, or what is going to 
be your proof of their not agreeing to that agreement, 
outside of an uproar from people themselves? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, there 
is not a specific condition or penalty associated with 
this particular clause. But ultimately, the Government 
expects the developer to adhere to the terms of the 
agreement. If they do not, then the Government can 
take a look at its position with the developer. That will 
be a breach of the agreement, and then you can pro-
ceed on that line. 
 And, you know, it has been a lot of talk on 
this. And at the end of the day, Madam Chairman, the 
only way that anyone is going to be satisfied is when 
Bermudians are working on the site. So I hear the 
Opposition. I will continue to hear the Opposition. I 
recall when we did the transition from the department 
to the BTA. And there was all sorts of noise about the 
jobs that are going to be lost and all sorts of issues 
are going to happen. It is going to be horrible. Bermu-
dians are going to be out of work. And none of that 
happened. And from that experience, I learned that all 
you have to do, Madam Chairman, is get the job done. 
 So I hear, but we are focused. We have made 
it clear in the MDA it is a requirement. And if they 
breach it, the Government can reconsider its position. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I hear the Minister, Madam 
Chairman. But to me, that does not cut it. That does 
not cut it when it comes to the people and the workers 
of this country. It does not cut it. I am sorry. It is not 
good enough. I mean, it was stipulated in the Bill. I do 
not mind, and I agree, if the Minister wishes to not tie 
the concessions to this particular agreement, I do not 
have a problem with that. 
 But the developer or the hotel management, 
they have to be held to account when it comes to the 

locals, the local workers whom we hope to have em-
ployed in the hotel and our entertainers. We cannot 
. . . for the Minister to say that, you know, If they do 
not do that, they will be in breach of their lease and 
we will have a conversation, that is not good enough. 
There are too many people out of work. And we know 
how it works. Look at what is happening up at Ameri-
ca’s Cup right now. We hear the stories. You have got 
people in Bermuda who are trying to get jobs up there 
at ACBDA who have degrees, who are being told that 
they are not good enough. And that is the type of thing 
that we want to avoid. 
 What is the recourse for anyone now? We 
have been told that America’s Cup is going to float all 
boats. Some boats are being sunk. The Minister 
talked earlier about, you know, a punt. You have got 
four people in the punt, and it is a hole in the bottom, 
two down at the bottom, two up top. And the two up 
top says, Well, it’s not leaking up here. Well, that is 
what is going on up at America’s Cup right now. It is a 
lot of things going on up in Dockyard right now, a lot of 
things. You have bids that are not being put out. They 
are being put out to tender; they are not open tender. 
And the jobs up there that I just mentioned are factual. 
 And we get more and more on this side. Just 
this weekend, I believe, between the group of us, we 
had three Bermudians who applied for jobs. One par-
ticular lady has a degree and was told that, No, she 
don’t cut it. Sorry. But, you know what? There is a for-
eigner coming in to do that job—marketing. Tell me I 
have a degree and I cannot do a marketing job? And 
you are going to bring someone in to replace me, to 
take food off my table? 
 And here we are talking . . . That is America’s 
Cup. That will be gone in 2017. Hopefully, they will be 
back in five years after that. But you are talking about 
a hotel. No checks and balances in place. Minister, it 
does not cut it. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Madam 
Chairman. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. He understands that there 
are always checks and balances. The Government, 
we are in charge of immigration, Madam Chairman. 
We decide who comes in and who does not, Madam 
Chairman. 
 It is a requirement of the MDA. These are 
reputable developers. They understand how this 
works. They must abide by the MDA. And if there is 
an issue, we can deal with it from the immigration per-
spective, Madam Chairman. 
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 So, there are always checks and balances as 
it relates to workers and who is hired and the protec-
tion of Bermudian jobs. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. The Honourable 
Minister just said they are reputable. Well, I thought 
the ACBDA were reputable, too. So let us talk about 
reputable. And you have a Minister of Economic De-
velopment who is in charge of the ACBDA and the 
America’s Cup. We are talking about employment, 
Madam Chairman. We are talking about employment 
of Bermudians, and we are talking about locking peo-
ple in to make sure that our people get jobs and our 
entertainers get jobs. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order. 
 
The Chairman: Point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: If the Honourable 
Member has an issue with ACBDA—I am not even 
sure whether it is ACBDA he is talking about or ACEA 
or Oracle—then why does he not come and talk to me 
about it? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Chairman, we will 
take him up on that. 
 
The Chairman: Good. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: We will. Thank you, Minis-
ter. We will take him up on that. And all three that we 
received this weekend, we will discuss with the Minis-
ter. And let us see what kind of response we get. 
 
The Chairman: Well done. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So I am happy to hear that. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. 
 The statement that was made by the immigra-
tion Minister in regard to entertainment is certainly not 
jiving with what the Minister or the intent of what the 
Minister is saying here. Number two, the conces-
sions—the concessions that we have given out in the 

past, payroll tax exemption, it was for five years. This 
one is for 10 years. 
 Now, what will happen, because I am sure 
they will, the other hotels would apply for a 10-year 
concession, not only on the payroll, but on the goods 
and everything else that you have got here. What is 
Government’s intention on making everybody the 
same? Because you know that is going to come; you 
know it is only natural. 
  
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 Again, these concessions are based on in-
vestment. If an existing hotel comes and says, We 
want to make a reinvestment in our property of $50 
million, and they want concessions, of course the 
Government is going to consider them. Absolutely! 
We provide concessions for individuals who are mak-
ing substantial investment. But if a property comes to 
us and says, Hey, we just want concessions, and we 
ain’t going to make any investment in the property, 
then the answer is no! 
 The point of this is to revitalise, have redevel-
opment, have new development. And so, I can tell you 
this, though, Honourable Member. And you are abso-
lutely right, and I think that we are going to hear from 
other developers probably more than existing hotels. 
But I have had conversations with the hotel associa-
tion and individual members, individual hoteliers. And 
they all understand and appreciate the value of getting 
this property done for the entire jurisdiction, and for 
them. 
 And we have seen how in other jurisdictions, I 
have been drawn to the Four Seasons in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, who got an extraordinary amount of conces-
sion. And there were some complaints, but the 
amount of new tourists who came to the island be-
cause of that Four Seasons benefited all of the hotels. 
So we believe that it is going to be a similar situation. 
But if they are going to make the investment, they can 
apply for the concessions. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to the Schedule, where we are at?  
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 13. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Just on that very same point, and in follow-up 
to the Honourable Member Burgess, the point he is 
making is that the inequity by setting the precedent 
could cause a major or perceived disadvantage. So 
even though your argument is that, similar to the Four 
Seasons, there might be a knock-on effect because of 
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the supply and demand principle with them being 
oversubscribed, and then the tourists who are the 
surplus filtering out around the country, that is a theo-
ry. 
 What about the properties, from small- to mid-
sized, that are existing and do not have the advantage 
of a profit where they can invest in their infrastructure 
and are still competing with those who have been giv-
en the concessions because of their fresh money and 
new development? 
 There has got to be an imbalance there. 
There has got to be an imbalance. And there would be 
a substantiated rationale for them saying, Listen. Even 
if it’s not “X” amount percentage concession, there 
should be some concession because now I can’t 
compete. My 15–20-year-old property is in need of 
refurbishment. I am not making a profit. The banks are 
not giving up any money, no matter how good my 
business plan is, because I am still showing, on my 
balance sheet, in the red. 
 So, what would be more of a substantiated 
argument for that group of potential hotels coming to 
you and almost demanding, We need some assis-
tance, even if it is half the amount? So there has to be 
some flexibility and some give and take. Would you 
not be willing to consider, on the merit of the argument 
of that property that would be in need of refurbishing 
so that they can maintain at least some level of signif-
icant competitive involvement, to look at a proposal on 
the merit and consider it favourably or unfavourably as 
a result of what is presented? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 Ah! The Chair recognises the Member from 
constituency 6. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Can the Minister . . . He said he had a Sched-
ule there that was prepared by, I think it is one at BTA. 
Can the Minister tell us whether all the other islands 
have excluded training in their concession or incentive 
acts? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, I would like to go to 
the first question. And, Madam Chairman, as I said 
earlier, concessions are granted based on investment. 
So if a local hotel wants to raise financing and do a 
redevelopment and take advantage of a more favour-
able concession structure, they can do so. And as we 
go forward, the concessions or the extent of the con-
cessions will be commensurate to the extent of the 
investment. 
 But the example the Honourable Member 
used as it relates to a struggling hotel is just the point. 

It is not just the surplus of visitors coming to that par-
ticular resort. But the resort will be marketing itself 
and, by extension, the destination. And you would 
have situations where, just because I am seeing the 
marketing of this St. Regis in Bermuda, I may see At-
lantis, or I may see a Sandals or something, and I 
may say, Oh, that’s nice. But I may not be able to af-
ford that. So I go and look and go to another property. 
 It is the exposure as well that benefits the ju-
risdiction and will benefit . . . So a struggling hotel is 
saying, This is good. Because this is going to bring 
some attention to Bermuda. It is going to put Bermuda 
back in the conversation. People are going to be look-
ing at us. Anybody in this business, [because] more 
people are looking at Bermuda, will have an oppor-
tunity to get business.  
 So, like I said, every hotelier I talked to said 
they think it is good. It is going to have a positive 
knock-on effect. But if they are going to make an in-
vestment into their property, they will have access to 
concessions. 
 In terms of the Honourable Member from con-
stituency 6 . . . Oh, and from what we have seen, 
Honourable Member, there are no conditions at-
tached. I cannot speak to any specific jurisdiction off 
the top of my head, but we did not see other jurisdic-
tions create conditions, in addition to the investment, 
to get the concessions. Now, whether or not there are 
commitments in those other jurisdictions to train, we 
believe that is probably the case, because it is in the 
best interest of both the jurisdiction and those hotels. 
But as it relates to the receipt of concessions, no. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
constituency 5. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. I want to get back 
to that training situation. I agree that no requirement 
should be put in any MDAs or whatever for training of 
Bermudians. But there should be a policy, a national 
policy from the Immigration Department that this is 
required not only in hotels, but in every industry that 
we have, that they must train Bermudians. 
 Now, is the Government going to put a policy 
in place that will protect and train all Bermudians in 
every industry in this country? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. I just want to inform the 
Minister, I believe that Barbados has the actual train-
ing in their act for their— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I would encourage the 
Honourable Member, because I recall when we met, 
the Honourable Member was surprised to hear about 
the 25 years in Barbados. Barbados recently amend-
ed their concession regime this year and increased it 
to 25 years. And I am aware of some very generous 
deals there to bring hotels. So I am not quite certain if 
the Honourable Member is clear on that. I know that 
he did not appreciate that length of time for Barbados 
as well. So I believe there have been some changes 
to their legislation and concession structure. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 I am still stuck on this training and the educa-
tional programmes as well. And if you look in the Act, 
page 10, clause 3(3), and I will read it just for ease of 
reference, Madam Chairman. 
 “To qualify for the exemption from payroll tax 
under paragraph 2(1)(h) and (i), the Developer must, 
for the relevant period— 
 “(a) comply with guidelines on the training and 
educational programmes for Bermudian employees 
issued by the Minister . . .” 
 And the reason that I read that out, and let us 
just emphasise the last part of that, where it says, “is-
sued by the Minister.” Okay? And if you look at (b), (b) 
starts, and it says, “satisfy the Minister that appropri-
ate training has been provided in accordance with the 
guidelines . . .” 
 So, in (a), it says “issued by the Minister”, (b) 
it says “satisfy the Minister.” And (c), when it talked 
about annual audited statement of accounts, I agree, 
throw that out the window. That is a pain in every-
body’s neck. Get rid of that. And “showing the 
amounts expended on training,” you could throw that 
out, too. Because when you have in the current Act as 
it stands, Minister, you are saying that “complied with 
guidelines issued by the Minister.” And then it says, in 
(b) “satisfy the Minister that appropriate training has 
been [given] . . .” So, what I am saying to you is, why 
remove it? Why remove that when the Minister will set 
the guidelines, and the Minister will also have to be 
satisfied? You see? 
 And you said earlier that you made it clear, 
abundantly clear with the developer, and he agreed 
that this must be part and parcel. If you would have 
said to me that in the MDA, if you found that they were 
not training and they were not hiring locals, you would 
have a conversation. But if you would have had some-

thing in here that said, Listen. The penalty is X, Y, Z if 
you do not, what are you going to do? Have a clause 
in there that says, Well, you know what? We are going 
to withdraw your lease if you don’t train Bermudians? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, it does not belong 
there. And this is why this should . . . To me, you have 
to protect your people, Minister. Right? And when it 
comes to training, we are looking at a casino going in 
there. Now, you will know, I love a casino. In fact, we 
bumped into each other when you were on one of 
your fact-finding missions down in Hard Rock in Flori-
da. And I have been to casinos just about in every 
Caribbean island there is. Every time I visit a Caribbe-
an island, I look for a casino. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: London, as well. And you 
will know that, Minister. I love a casino. In fact, there 
are two, one on either side of Metropolitan. All right. 
 But one thing is, you travel to the islands, 
even to Central America, South America, too, as far 
down as Chile, all the way down, the thing that I found 
most pleasing is a lot of the locals are the dealers. I 
am a Blackjack fanatic, so I love Blackjack. So, you 
know, you get to converse with people. You get to talk 
to people. I do a lot of pushing for you in tourism when 
I am at the Blackjack tables. You meet a lot of people 
at the Blackjack table, Pai Gow tables, too. 
 But what I am saying to you is that if we are 
going to have a casino, would it not be nice to have all 
our Bermudians working in the casino? All the wait-
resses there. You know what I am talking about, Min-
ister. All those beautiful girls! Who was it said that 
they had the body building thing this weekend? In fact, 
the Honourable Member Wayne Furbert’s daughter, I 
think, participated. And of course, you will know. One 
of your old friends, Zoe Roberts, looking super fit. I 
mean, you know. Can you imagine we get some of 
our beautiful girls walking around the casino with their 
trays, you know, giving everybody their cocktails and 
drinks? I mean, our Bermudian people . . . Who said it 
earlier today? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes, yes. No, I am 
talking about our people, cousin. Right? 
 But what I am saying, Minister, let us put a 
little heat to the developers to hiring our locals. Let us 
give them an incentive to hire our people. So rather 
than you say this is a burden and this is a lead weight 
on their feet, let us take that off. Let us challenge them 
to hire our people. Maybe you could give an incentive 
for that other than the payroll tax, like you are doing. 
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 So that, I think, you are going to have that 
argument on this side, Minister. You have got to do a 
little bit more than to say that you are going to have a 
conversation if these people do not do what they have 
to do. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you. Yes, we are 
on . . . 
 
The Chairman: On the Schedule. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I have 
made it abundantly clear, I do not know how much 
more clear I can make it, that it is going to be set out 
in the Master Development Agreement very clearly. It 
will be a requirement. We have policies in Immigra-
tion, Madam Chairman, that are going to also oversee 
this. There were just two speakers just now on this. 
The first speaker for constituency 5 said it should not 
be in here. And he understands the commercial reali-
ties of that, that it should be governed in Immigration. 
Then we have the other Member, who just came and 
said, Do better, Minister. 
 The reality is that it is a disincentive to attach 
these things to the granting of concessions. Conces-
sions are granted because a developer is investing 
substantially in the jurisdiction. And so, we are ensur-
ing that the commitments are going to be made in the 
MDA. And I never said, We’ll have a conversation. I 
said if they breach these requirements, the Govern-
ment would reconsider its position. And so, the Gov-
ernment can take all sorts of punitive reactions to that. 
 And so, it is going to be in the MDA, and the 
Government is committed to employment and training 
of Bermudians. I cannot say it any more or any clear-
er. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to the Schedule? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency number— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just want to make—sorry. 
 
The Chairman: No, go. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just want to make sure the 
Minister also includes . . . Will entertainment be in-
cluded in the MDA? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, no, 
because it comes down to . . . Yes, we can talk about 
we know that there are Bermudians who are available 

and need work. So I do not think it is going to be any 
problems when it comes to finding Bermudians who 
need work on construction. It is going to be interesting 
to see who is going to be available on the operations 
side. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I know. I am leading to 
that, Honourable Member. 
 What I am saying is that you cannot put an 
unreasonable condition on the developer to say, You 
have to hire so many local entertainers. Suppose the 
availability is not there?  

The reality is that I believe—I believe, Madam 
Chairman, and I will take the criticism that will come, 
because there is not requirement at Grotto Bay, and 
Grotto Bay has entertainers there or The Reefs. The 
Reefs has entertainers there. No, it is not. They do not 
have concessions. The Reefs does not have conces-
sions. They never got concessions for their redevel-
opment. The Reefs hires local entertainers because 
they want local entertainment there. And I believe 
Grotto Bay is the exact same thing. Honourable Mem-
bers think that every hotel has got some concession 
conditions? No. 
 So, I believe that the new operator is going to 
want local entertainment. And I believe that we have 
some good local entertainment. I think that we need 
more. And if it is available, I am convinced that the 
hotel would avail themselves of that entertainment. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sorry. I just want it clarified.  

I heard the Honourable Member say that The 
Reefs did not receive concessions. When The Reefs 
did their development up here, they received no con-
cessions for the development? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, duty relief. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, that is a concession, is 
it not? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, but it is not a con-
cession. There is no Reefs Concession Order, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But there were concessions. 
That is my point. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: They got duty relief. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. In the general act of the 
concession, because they got duty relief, they had to 
hire our entertainers. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who want to 
speak to the Schedule? 
 There are no other Members. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So, I would like to ap-
prove Schedule 1 as amended. 
 
The Chairman: Right. 
 Are we all agreed to approve Schedule 1 as 
amended? 
 All in favour? 

Agreed. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Schedule 1 passed as amended.] 
 
The Chairman: Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I would like to move 
Schedule 2. 
 
The Chairman: It has been proposed that Schedule 2 
be moved as printed.  
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 

[Gavel]  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, 
Schedule 2 lists “operational supplies” referred to in 
paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 (which qualify for full relief 
from customs duty under certain concessions). 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to Schedule 2? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 It says “list of operational supplies.” And I 
used the words operational supplies that qualify for full 
relief from customs import duties. And I hope the Min-
ister does not mind me saying this, because I am not 

sure whether he told us this anyway, that the devel-
oper said, We want operational supplies as far as duty 
relief, and Customs came up with this list of opera-
tional supplies.  

I find it extraordinary that they just come up 
with a list. And then the developers, I am not sure that 
they agreed to this list or not. But I do not know how 
feminine care products become an operational supply. 
I said that to the Minister before. I do not understand 
how that becomes operational supplies. So maybe the 
Minister can explain to me once again, because he 
did not explain it down at the place, because— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister, would you want to— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am not sure whether the 
developer had that in his mind when he said, We want 
operational supplies as custom duty relief, is my point. 
 
The Chairman: The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 30. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: When you go into the women’s 
room and you have the little container where you put 
your sanitary napkins, you put the napkins in the bag. 
If you are cleaning up the restroom, do you want to 
clean up a basket without the napkins in a bag? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. 
 I certainly cannot speak to that issue as well 
as that Honourable Member. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But as I explained to the 
Honourable Member, and I seem to have gotten 
through to one of the Opposition Members, but obvi-
ously, the Honourable Member still has an issue with 
this. For some hotels, particularly luxury hotels, it 
forms part of the room amenities. So, the hotel pro-
vides this product for free to their guests. So clearly, 
that is part of the operation, part of what it offers their 
guests. 
 Now, maybe the Honourable Member did not 
notice it. Maybe he has not been in five-star hotels. 
But I have seen it. And it is something, just like they 
offer deodorant, they offer other room amenities. This 
is one of them. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to Schedule 2? 
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 No. Minister, please proceed. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move Schedule 2. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedule 2 
be approved as printed. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Schedule 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move Schedule 3 as 
amended. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 

AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 3 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, 
Schedule 3 [amendment reads], “Delete the Property 
Plan and substitute a new Property Plan as follows—”. 
 
The Chairman: Are there any Members who would 
like to speak to Schedule 3, the amendment? 
 There are no Members. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move Schedule 3 as 
amended. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedule 3 
be approved as amended. 
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Schedule 3 passed as amended.] 
 

AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 4 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move Schedule 4 as 
amended. 
 Madam Chairman, Schedule 4 sets out a list 
of the definitive boundary plans of the property that 
can be inspected at the Office of the Senior Land Sur-
veyor with the Department of Land Surveys and Reg-
istration during office hours. 
 The amendment states, Delete the words 
“Drawing No. 5642/021/11 Staff HQ at Redcoat Lane.” 
  
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the amendment? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Chair-
man. 
 Are these plans now available in the depart-
ment, Minister? And will they be available in the Plan-
ning Department as well? 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Is that yes to both places, 
in Estates and the Planning Department? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: To Estates. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to Schedule 4? 
 No. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move Schedule 4 as 
amended. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 It has been proposed that Schedule 4 be ap-
proved as amended. 
 Any objection to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Schedule 4 passed as amended.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I 
move Schedule 5 as amended. 
 
The Chairman: Please proceed. 
 

AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 5 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, 
Schedule 5 is the Subdivision Plan. And the amend-
ment is to “Delete ‘[Plan to follow]’ and substitute the 
following Subdivision Plan.” 
 
The Chairman: Thank you.  
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the amended Schedule 5? 
 The Chair recognises the Member from [con-
stituency] 29. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am sorry, Madam 
Chairman. I am sorry. I just need to clarify further. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
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Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: To delete “[Plan to fol-
low]”—that is what is being deleted. I did not say that. 
To delete the words “[Plan to follow]”. 
 
The Chairman: “Plan to follow,” yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And substitute the follow-
ing Subdivision Plan. 
 
The Chairman: Right. Thank you. 
 Are there any Members who would like to 
speak to the amendment to Schedule 5? 
 Thank you. The Chair recognises the Member 
from constituency 29. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Just need a little clarifica-
tion. We had a question on the actual plan itself, Min-
ister. We can probably, for the ease of everybody, we 
can ask this question offline if that is cool. 
 
The Chairman: Okay. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That should be good, yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 If the Honourable Member is referring to the 
question with the golf course, I gave an undertaking to 
the Opposition Leader that we would take a look at 
that together. And even, I think it would be good for 
those who are interested to probably go to the proper-
ty so we can be clear on the configuration. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. All right. And just if 
you look at the south eastern corner of the boundary, 
that is all in white. And all in white says “golf course,” 
and I do not think that is quite right. So maybe we may 
have to look at that. If you look at the different phases 
and the keys, you will see that it is south west . . . un-
less we have something wrong. But the south eastern 
corner. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
  
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, we will 
have a look at that. Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you. 
 Are there any other Members who would like 
to speak to Schedule 5 as amended? 
 No other Members. Minister. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I move Schedule 5 as 
amended, Madam Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that Schedule 5 
be moved as amended. 
 Any objection to that motion? 

 No objections. 
Agreed to. 

 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: Schedule 5 passed as amended.] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Madam Chairman, I 
move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Preamble 
be approved.  
 Are there any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And, Madam Chairman, it 
brings me great pleasure to move that the Bill be re-
ported to the House as amended. 
 
The Chairman: It has been moved that the Bill be 
reported to the House as amended. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Chairman: Any objections to that motion? 
 No objections. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[Motion carried: The St. George’s Resort Act 2015 
was considered by a Committee of the whole House 
and passed with amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 2:13 am 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

ST. GEORGE’S RESORT ACT 2015 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Members, the second 
reading of the St. George’s Resort Act 2015 has been 
approved with amendments. 
 Any objections to that? 
 Thank you. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, with your 
indulgence. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I do apologise. I failed at 
the end of Committee to thank and extend my deepest 
thanks to Ms. Lorraine Welch, who is the drafter and 
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has worked extremely hard on this. I think she proba-
bly regrets when I send her Bills, because I send her 
complicated stuff. And she works very hard. But I 
would like to thank her for her hard work. 
 
The Speaker: That is fine. She is my constituent, too, 
so that is a good thing to do. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Right. That is the St. George’s. So that 
completes Order No. 3. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Minis-
ter of Finance. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 23(9)(b) 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend Standing Or-
der 23(9)(b) so that consideration may be given to 
draft Regulations entitled the Bermuda Immigration 
and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations 
2015, proposed to be made by the Minister responsi-
ble for Finance under section 102C(1)(a) of the Ber-
muda Immigration and Protection Act 1956. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. That 
matter was actually laid this morning. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Right. 
 
The Speaker: So, any objections to that? 
 Carry on, then. 
 

REGULATION 
 

BERMUDA IMMIGRATION AND PROTECTION 
(LAND HOLDING CHARGES) REGULATIONS 

AMENDMENT 2015 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government wishes that the 
House of Assembly give consideration to regulations 
entitled the Bermuda Immigration and Protection 
(Land Holding Charges) Regulations Amendment 
2015. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
passage of the Bermuda Immigration and Protection 
Amendment Act 2015 earlier this year. That piece of 
legislation sought to ease restrictions and fees on 
permanent residents and restricted persons. That re-
striction would have dampened the Bermuda property 
market. The proposed regulations are in keeping with 
the aims of this legislation, which is to stop the bleed-
ing of property values, spur growth in this moribund 
market and help create jobs for Bermudians. 

 Mr. Speaker, you may recall that before the 
Ministry of Home Affairs issues a land licence to a 
non-Bermudian to own property, the applicant must 
pay a land holding charge. This is calculated as a per-
centage of the value of the land, ranging from 4 per 
cent to 8 per cent. On September 30th of this year, 
those values are set to automatically increase to be-
tween 6 per cent and 12.5 per cent. 
 The proposed regulations seek to defer this 
increase by a further 18 months so that they come 
into effect on the 31st of March 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, in summary, the current land 
holding charges, together with the values to which 
they will rise, are as follows: 

• for a permanent resident purchasing a resi-
dential valuation unit that is not a condomini-
um unit, 4 per cent of the value of the land to 
rise to 6 per cent; 

• for a permanent resident purchasing a con-
dominium unit that is non-tourist accommoda-
tion or a hotel residence, 4 per cent of the 
value of the land to 6 per cent; 

• for a non-Bermudian other than the spouse, 
child or parent of a Bermudian or a permanent 
resident who purchases a residential valuation 
unit that is not a condominium, that goes from 
8 per cent of the value of the land to 12.5 per 
cent; 

• any other than spouse, child or parent of a 
Bermudian or permanent resident, a condo-
minium unit that is not tourist accommodation 
or hotel residence is 6 per cent of the value of 
the land to rise to 8 per cent. 
 

 Mr. Speaker, since passage of the land hold-
ing amendments, there have been strong signals of 
activity in the real estate market. This demonstrates 
that the Government of Bermuda is on the right track. 
However, since then, industry representations have 
been made to Government that the scheduled fee in-
crease has a potential to derail this activity and a 
number of outstanding transactions that are near clos-
ing. 
 We have assessed those representations and 
considered the possible economic impact of increased 
activity in the real estate market as against revenue 
implications. In conjunction with the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, the Ministry of Finance believes this legislative 
change will provide an overall net benefit. However, 
we will not keep the lower rate in place in perpetuity. 
Instead, we will delay it to a future period when the 
Bermudian economy is doing much better and where 
it can withstand the increase in the land holding 
charge. 
 In addition, it would be further increased by 18 
months in order to marry any changes in these charg-
es with the Government’s budget cycle. 
 Just for the information of the Honourable 
House, Mr. Speaker, I have some numbers for the 
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transactions in process at the moment. And those 
transactions in process in train right now total $124.5 
million. Taking out the low numbers, i.e., the condos, 
at $189,000, this would leave about $120 million in 
aggregate sales for the big-ticket items. At the current 
tax rate of 8 per cent, this would provide about $9.54 
million in potential revenue for the Government. So we 
are talking about a considerable amount of money if 
we allowed the rates to rise in September 30th and 
these transactions were not processed. Then, some of 
these, particularly the bigger items, may not be con-
summated. 
 So, those are all the remarks I have right now, 
Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Are there any Members who would care to 
speak to speak? 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 18. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will admit that I was unaware 
that this was going to be debated tonight. It might 
have been an oversight on my behalf. That much be-
ing said, I think that it is very interesting that we find 
ourselves, two years after being promised that we are 
going to have temporary reductions in land holding 
charges in the hope of stimulating the economy, ex-
tending them for another 18 months. And it seems as 
though we get sucked into the cycle of we-will-cut be-
cause we are saying that are attempting to stimulate, 
and then we cannot raise because we are going to be 
told that it is going to cause an issue, which is some-
thing that seems to happen very often. We have seen 
it with payroll tax concessions. We have seen it 
across the board in lots of different places where con-
cessions are given, reductions are given and then in-
dustry makes representations that it will be harmful if 
they are raised. 
 These reductions were given to us in the first 
One Bermuda Alliance budget. I remember the debate 
in that point in time. It was a rather vigorous debate. It 
was a talk about this happening for two years. I know 
that they were opposed. And the fact is that, now with 
this extension, it will just lead to us in 18 months be-
ing, Oh, the economy is . . . You know, let us push it 
on some more. So the fact of the matter is that the 
Government has the votes. The Government has the 
policy. The Government feels that this is what they 
want to continue to do and forgo whatever revenue we 
may be giving up. So we register the same—  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Well, it is a failed policy. But the 
fact of the matter is that the Government feels that this 
is something they want to do. We did not support it 

then, and I do not particularly think that we support it 
now. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 17, MP Walton Brown. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just a quick question for the Minister. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Minister said that there was 
over, I believe, $120 million worth of property deals in 
process. I was wondering what definition of “in pro-
cess” you are using to arrive at that conclusion? And 
is that definition something that is accepted by the real 
estate agents who have, no doubt, made representa-
tion to you? 
 
The Speaker: Would any other Member care to 
speak? 
 Then I will recognise the Minister. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: To answer the second 
question first, in process means the applications that 
have been made to Immigration that have been re-
ceived, but have not been finished. And that is what in 
process means. 
 And it is $124 million worth. I mean, the reve-
nue we are going to get from the ones that are in pro-
cess now is about $9.5 million, which is the entire rev-
enue that we budgeted for in the entire fiscal year. So 
the remark that this is not working is ludicrous. This is 
working. And that is why we are here. 
 So if there are no more remarks on that, Mr. 
Speaker, I will propose that the draft regulations be 
approved and that a message be sent from this Hon-
ourable House to His Excellency the Governor. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 It has been moved that the draft regulations 
be approved and that a message be sent from this 
House to His Excellency the Governor. 
 Are there any objections to that? 
 The message will be sent. 
 
[Motion carried: The draft Bermuda Immigration and 
Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations 2015 
were considered by the whole House and approved.] 
 
The Speaker: Order No. 5 is carried over. I think Or-
ders . . . MP Weeks, are you taking up your matter? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: It is carried over. 
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The Speaker: Okay. So all other matters are carried 
over. 

And the Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 6. 
 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 23 and 28(5)(1)(b)  

[failed] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Order 23 and 28(5)(1)(b) be suspended to 
move the following Motion: Pursuant to section of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act 1935— 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, the Government 
does not agree with this. We object to—  
 
The Speaker: Yes. Well, okay. Let him make the mo-
tion first. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —and that a commission is 
warranted, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor im-
mediately issue a commission of inquiry consisting of 
a minimum of three commissioners chosen from out-
side these Isles authorising them to conduct a special 
investigation for the public welfare into the serious 
allegation of extortion and bribery made against sitting 
Ministers of the Government, the Honourable L. Craig 
Cannonier, JP, MP; Senator the Honourable Michael 
Fahy, JP; and Member for Warwick North East, Mr. 
Mark Pettingill, JP, MP, as contained in the affidavit of 
developer Mr. Michael McLean, dated 2nd of July 2015 
and filed in certain Supreme Court proceedings. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Honourable Member has asked that 
Standing Orders be suspended. He is asking the 
House to suspend Standing Orders in order that he 
can carry forth this motion. 
 So, all those in favour of carrying on? 
 Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I just want to ask one ques-
tion first. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Can we speak to it? 
 
The Speaker: No. You are asking for the Standing 
Orders to be suspended in order that you can speak. 
So that is what you do. Yes. 
 All right. So all those in favour of suspending 
the Orders, say Aye.  
 
AYES.  
 
The Speaker:  Those against, say Nay. 
 
NAYS. 

[Motion failed: Standing Orders not suspended.] 
 
The Speaker: The Nays have it. So therefore, the 
matter will stay on the Order Paper, but will not be 
debated tonight. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Minister of 
Tourism. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move that the Bill enti-
tled the St. George’s Resort Act 2015 be now read the 
third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Are there any objections to that? 
 Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

ST. GEORGE’S RESORT ACT 2015 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. The Bill is now passed. 
 
[Motion carried: The St. George’s Resort Act 2015 
was read the third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair now recognises the Minister 
of Finance. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Standing Orders be suspended to allow me to move 
that the Bill entitled the Investment Business Amend-
ment Act 2015 be read a third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections to that? 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

INVESTMENT BUSINESS AMENDMENT ACT 2015 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I move that the Bill do 
now pass. 
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The Speaker: Right. It has been moved that the Bill 
now pass. 
 Any objections? 
 Therefore, that concludes. 
 
[Motion carried: The Investment Business Amendment 
Act 2015 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, just before, I 
just want to ask a question. I want clarification on 
something. 
 The motion that was defeated by the Gov-
ernment, you said that the motion will not be debated. 
Are you talking about today or it can be debated in the 
future? 
 
The Speaker: Right. It cannot be debated today, right. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Today. All right. 
 
The Speaker: It stays . . . it is on the Order Paper. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: You will have to bring it back again in 
the next . . . Yes. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. I move that we do now adjourn until Novem-
ber 13th. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 5, who is up very late. 
 

BERMUDA FIRE SERVICES EMPLOYMENT OF 
NON-BERMUDIANS 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Very, very late, Mr. 
Speaker. I am messing up my whole week, actually. 
 Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, the fire depart-
ment advertised for recruits. And recently they hired, 
selected, seven people to be employed in the Bermu-
da Fire Services. Mr. Speaker, out of those seven 
folks who were employed, five were non-Bermudians. 
The whole five were spouses of Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, I have heard the 
Honourable Premier say that Bermudians come first. 
Now, if he wants to deny it, he can. But I remember 
hearing him say that. Mr. Speaker, there was a policy 
in place put in by the UBP Government and kept by 
the PLP Government only to be recently changed by 
the OBA Government. And the policy stated the hiring 

practices as far as who comes first. And as in an in-
terview with Dr. Brewer, which was published in the 
Gazette, Dr. Brewer said, Bermudians come first, then 
spouses of non-Bermudians [sic]. In fact— 
 
The Speaker: Spouses of Bermudians. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Spouses of Bermudi-
ans, yes. I am sorry; thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, the interviewer asked Dr. Brew-
er, Well, if a Bermudian married somebody from the 
UK, they have the same rights as the person in the 
UK. That is if they stay in the UK. And Dr. Brewer’s 
response was that England does not have 22 per cent 
of their workforce on work permits. In fact, in Bermuda 
about 20 per cent today of our workforce is non-
Bermudian. 
 If we are interested in Bermudians, then that 
ratio is certainly wrong when you can hire 72 per cent 
. . . 72 per cent of those seven hired were non-
Bermudians. Only 28 per cent . . . two Bermudians 
were hired. 
 Mr. Speaker, Government House denied four 
jobs to Bermudians, one being the Chief Justice. 
Government House said, No, we’re bringing in some-
body. The DPP [Department of Public Prosecutions], 
same thing. That is right, the Chief Justice. [Sir Rich-
ard] Ground came in his place. Then you had PATI, 
Bermudian recommended, denied. Then you brought 
somebody in from the UK to run the army. And you 
know, ironically, we saw in the papers last week the 
commanding officer of the army receiving weapons 
with pride from the UK. But I think in the Bible, Eccle-
siastes would tell you that wisdom is better than 
weapons of war. So I do not know why we are so 
proud to bring weapons into Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, the stigma still occurs in Bermu-
da that Bermudians, particularly black Bermudians, 
come second. Because of those seven people that 
were hired, five were white. And, you know, they 
would not even do the racial make-up, the 60/40 
(60 per cent black, 40 per cent white). But even more, 
when you have a couple of hundred people apply for 
that job, and you are going to tell me you can only 
take two Bermudians? That is an insult to the educa-
tion system in Bermuda. In fact, they used what they 
called a “sight test.” A sight test? Not even construct-
ed in Bermuda! One that is constructed overseas to 
eliminate Bermudians. 
 When you are doing any type of testing, you 
must know the culture. You must know the environ-
ment. And if any type of test was to be put in place, it 
should have been constructed by Bermudians for 
Bermudians. But obviously, with that selection of five 
non-Bermudians, it was designed for non-
Bermudians. 
 This Government should be embarrassed—
embarrassed!—when the Premier got on the radio 
August the 4th on the ZBM News, 89.1, and said Ber-
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mudians come first. That is what the Premier said. But 
the policy and what comes out of the mouth of the 
Premier are different. They are different.  
 Mr. Speaker, when you look at, I think the last 
report on the unemployment, the unemployment of 
blacks was about six times more than the whites. And, 
you know, Mr. Speaker, I think it was only two PRCs 
that were unemployed—only two. The majority of un-
employed people are black; and particularly black 
males. And we cannot get these jobs.  
 The four people that Government House re-
jected were four black people, and what they hired 
was four white folks. The stigma that goes on in this 
country against blacks! Despite the education, despite 
the training we have, they still make it impossible for 
blacks to get these jobs. They have got to be training, 
training, training, training. 
 
An Hon. Member: Not good enough! 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I know. 

The Government should be embarrassed to 
know that only two Bermudians, 28 per cent Bermudi-
ans, can get in the fire department, and you have got 
to go overseas to get 72 per cent. And that is why we 
have to question a lot of the Bills they are bringing, 
even in the last debate we had about the St. George’s 
property, about hiring. We should not have to be up 
here even discussing that. Policies should be in place 
that Bermudians come first, and that you train Bermu-
dians. It should not have to go in any agreement. That 
is natural. 
 Mr. Speaker, Cal Smith, a former MP in this 
House, was in Canada working in the statistical de-
partment. He had a high-level job. And he was mar-
ried to a Canadian. And a job opening came that 
would have elevated him if he would have gotten the 
job. He applied for the job, and others applied for it. 
And he did not get the job. And when he went to ask 
why he did not get the job, they told him, they said, 
Because a Canadian applied for the job, and they 
come first. It is correct. It is what should happen. That 
is what should happen. 
 And then when you have people coming in 
this country and saying that we are all the same . . . 
we are not the same. Because they get status. When 
you have people having three passports and I have 
got one, they have a choice to go somewhere. We are 
not the same. If you want to be the same as me . . . 
and I have no problem with status Bermudians, but if 
you want to be the same as me, give up those other 
two passports. Denounce them. Then we are on the 
same equal ground. 
 You see the Attorney General saying, Rub-
bish. You would think he has been up here long 
enough to raise the standard of debate. That is why 
we are getting in the gutter with utterances from folks 
like him. Rubbish, yeah, that’s rubbish. 
 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker. He was starting 
on a good wicket there. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, just a minute. 
 Honourable Member, take your seat for a 
second, please. 
 Yes. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member 
should well know that as there is no restriction to other 
people having several passports, there is no re-
striction to Bermudians having several passports. 
Most of us, in fact, have two British passports, the one 
issued in Bermuda and the one issued by the UK. We 
are very privileged, indeed. So he should stop making 
out that we are so hard-done-by. It is not true. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 MP Burgess, carry on, please. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, we are 
not an independent country; we are British. And that is 
why you will have that passport.  

I do not have a Canadian passport. I do not 
have a passport from the United States. So that is the 
difference, right? That is the difference. That British 
passport is available to every Bermudian, every Ber-
mudian. And that is the only other one I can have. I 
cannot get, I am not entitled to a Canadian passport 
or a New Zealand passport. That is what they do not 
understand. 
 And then when you can get a Minister of the 
Government denying a Bermudian a job, when the 
Ombudsman gave the recommendation that it should 
be, and even the technical officers, and the Minister of 
the Government, and the Premier has not even de-
nounced that, we need somebody to lead this country 
for Bermudians.  And what did they do? Two of 
the Ministers criticised the Ombudsman because the 
Ombudsman was doing her job. There is nothing right 
about that. There is nothing right when you discrimi-
nate against Bermudians. Nothing right about that. 
 Then I know of another Bermudian who ap-
plied for a job and did not get the job. They gave it to 
someone else. And from what I understand, the per-
son is on the Island without even a work permit. Ber-
muda is small, you know. I hear a lot of things. We all 
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do. Things like this here. You are not only denying 
black folks, you are denying not only black Bermudi-
ans, but white Bermudians also are denied jobs. And 
these type of things must stop.  

What we are looking for is some direction and 
some leadership from the Premier. Because when the 
Premier can get on radio and say Bermudians come 
first, he must stand up to that conviction and not play, 
not be deceitful in that remark. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

  
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He is [imputing] improper 
motive with that word “deceitful.” I ask that he retract 
that and try to find some more appropriate English 
than that. 
 
The Speaker: All right.  
 Honourable Member, carry on, please. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, we had even a Minis-
ter of the Government who wanted to allow children of 
work permit holders to work during the summertime 
when our children come home this summer and the 
summer before and not have a job. And a lot of our 
students this year who returned home from university 
did not have a job. And that is what you want to do?  

The intent of the Government is not very good 
at all. Bermudians must come first. But when we get 
that policy or the practice coming from Government 
House, where they can deny Bermudians despite the 
recommendations, despite the experience, despite the 
qualifications, and deny them a job, then Bermudians, 
our young Bermudians, are saying, Why should I 
come home? Or, Why should I go to school? I am not 
going to be first up in the line. I won’t be considered. It 
will be almost like a miracle if I get the job. Or maybe I 
will get it because no foreigner applied for it, or if they 
can’t get a foreigner from overseas, then I might be 
considered. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, even at the Heritage 
Wharf, when that place was constructed, Correia 
Construction had the job. I think I said already today, 
only had two work permit holders up there. Only two. 
You know, Mr. Speaker, I keep hearing some noise 
from the Attorney General, one who should be advis-
ing the Government that they should do things right, 
when he is the leader, or doing things wrong in this 
House with his behaviour, you know. But it is okay. I 
understand. I think everybody in this House under-
stands, you know. But, Mr. Speaker, yes. 

 So, Mr. Speaker, this situation with the fire 
department hiring 72 per cent non-Bermudians and 
only hiring 28 per cent Bermudians is deplorable. It is 
shameful in this country. And it is disrespectful to 
Bermudians and disrespectful to the schooling sys-
tem, because many of those folks who are applying 
for the jobs were young Bermudians, graduates of 
Berkeley, graduates of CedarBridge and could not get 
the job. Some of them even had degrees and could 
not get the job. 
 I would hope to get a statement or would hope 
the Premier would get up and make a statement de-
nouncing that and say, Look. I am going to look into 
this because that is not right. But I am not going to say 
I am expecting a miracle. It is not that. I am expecting 
for the Premier to do the right thing and respect Ber-
mudians, and not pay lip service to Bermudians. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Right. Honourable Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Certainly, I am happy to oblige the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 5 and make a few 
comments.  

First and foremost, I support the policy of the 
Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service and Chief Burchall. 
Let me say also that I find it very interesting that the 
Honourable Member on that side wants to draw a line 
between Bermudians who have married a non-
Bermudian and put them in a lesser category than a 
Bermudian. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, I am not 
drawing the line. I am just giving you facts. That is 
what it is. It is no line. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, that is not a 
valid point of order for quarter to three in the morning 
or any time of the day. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I also find it interesting that 
we want to continue to use this wedge that one side of 
the aisle is more prone to take care of Bermudians’ 
issues than the other side of the aisle—errant non-
sense. Errant nonsense, Mr. Speaker. 
 Let me give you some short information here 
at the early stages of the morning today, Mr. Speaker. 
When the former Government was in that position, 
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they granted as many work permits as in the history of 
this Island. And, Mr. Speaker, because of the prepon-
derance for them for granting work permits, we had to 
tighten up on the policies and the controls. We have 
found that permits were not being renewed on time, 
and employers were coming in and renewing permits 
after they expired. And it was just happening without 
any penalty for late renewal.  

The immigration policies were not enforced in 
any way. We found that rogue employers were not 
even looked into. And that is why Minister Fahy put in 
new policies to tighten up, to make sure people paid 
attention to immigration policies in Bermuda. 
 So for that side to say that they want to take 
care of Bermudians, it is lip service. Because the rec-
ord when they were in Government was poor. Now, 
we know it is a topical issue and it is one we want to 
speak of. And we will not shy away from dealing with 
it. 
 
An Hon. Member: So that is the reason you hire non-
Bermudians over Bermudians? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member refers to the spouses of Bermudians as 
hired in another category. Well, if they want to divide 
and conquer, we can look around at all of us who 
were married to a non-Bermudian at a time, and they 
are spouses of Bermudians, or they have their Ber-
muda status now. I am not into dividing people. I am 
into uniting people and improving Bermuda as we 
move forward. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: This party is not into 
dividing anybody. This party is into Bermudians first, 
then spouses of Bermudians. That is the policy. That 
has been the policy for many years. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I stand by 
my comments and my opinion. He is entitled to his 
opinion, and I respected his when he was speaking. 
 So, with that, Mr. Speaker, I will wish you and 
all colleagues the rest of an enjoyable summer. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all Mem-
bers for coming back to the House on this Monday 
and for dealing with important issues and the business 
of the people of Bermuda. Together, we can make all 
of us, all our Bermudian people and those who want 

to invest in Bermuda, see some hope for a brighter 
day tomorrow. So, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and enjoy 
the rest of the week and the rest of the summer. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 The House is now adjourned to Friday, No-
vember the 13th. 
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 2:49 am (Tuesday, 18 August 2015), the House 
stood adjourned until 10:00 am, Friday, 13 November 
2015.] 
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Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2672–2673 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 2689–2692 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 2679–2681 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2702–2704 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2708–2713 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2707–2708 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 2676–2678 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2692–2695 
Division, 2717 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2695–2697 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 2675–2676 
Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J., 2686–2689 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 2673–2675 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 2681–2686 
Richards, Mr. Sylvan D., Jr., 2670–2672, 2713–2717 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 2704–2707 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2699–2702 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 2697–2699 

Committee, 2717–2722 
Division, 2722 

Report, 2722 
Third Reading, 2732 

Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015 
Second Reading 

Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 2587–2588, 2589 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 2588 
Wilson, Ms. Kim N., 2588–2589 

Committee, 2589–2591 
Report, 2591 
Third Reading, 2609 

St. George's Resort Act 2015 
First Reading, 2892 
Second Reading 

Atherden, Hon. Jeanne J., 3019–3020 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny), 3020 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2979–2986 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 2993–2996 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 2988–2989 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2969–2971 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 3024–3030 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 2996–2999 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 3022–3024 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 2932–2939, 3037–3043 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2939–2951 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 3030–3037 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 3015–3016 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2958–2962 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 3006–3009 
Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J., 2952–2958 
Lister, Hon. Dennis P., 3021–3022 
Outerbridge, Ms. Nandi, 2987–2988 
Pettingill, Mr. Mark J., 2962–2969 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 2989–2993 
Richards, Mr. Sylvan D., Jr., 2978–2979 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2973–2977 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 3016–3018 
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Bills (continued) 
St. George's Resort Act 2015 Second Reading (continued) 

Scott, Hon. Michael J., 3009–3014 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2999–3004 
Scott, Ms. Leah K., 3014–3015 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 3004–3006 
Smith, Mr. Glen, 2971–2973 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 3018–3019 

Committee, 3043–3067 
Amendment to clause 2, 3044 
Amendment to clause 3, 3051 
Amendment to Schedule 1, 3059 
Amendment to Schedule 3, 3066 
Amendment to Schedule 4, 3066 
Amendment to Schedule 5, 3066 

Report, 3067 
Third Reading, 3070 

VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015 
First Reading, 2731 
Second Reading, 2731 

Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A. 
$200 million facility agreement, 2752 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2628–2632 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2782–2784 
Expertise Limited review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP), 2572 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2689–2692 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2628–2632 
Question Period 

$200 million facility agreement, 2752 
Expertise Limited review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP), 2572 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2993–2996 
Brigs, Mr. John 

Bermuda Police Service, employment of Mr. John Briggs (See Question Period) 
Brown, Mr. Walton 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2610–2614 

Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations Amendment 2015, 3069 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2838–2842 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2679–2681 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note, 2600–2604 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2610–2614 
Question Period 

Red Ensign Group Annual Conference 2015, 2574, 2575 
Red Ensign Group Annual Conference 2015, 2574, 2575 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2988–2989 

Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Bermuda Fire Service, employment of non-Bermudians, 3071–3073 
America's Cup, 2761 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2784–2787 
Bermuda Fire Service, employment of non-Bermudians, 3071–3073 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2663 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2866–2868 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2582–2583, 2763, 2922–2923 
Legal fees paid April 2013-March 2014, 2569 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2702–2704 
National Office for Seniors and the Physically Challenged, rebranding, 2666 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note, 2604–2607 
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Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr. (continued) 
Question Period 

America's Cup, 2761 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2663 
Legal fees paid April 2013-March 2014, 2569 
National Office for Seniors and the Physically Challenged, rebranding, 2666 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2969–2971 
Burt, Mr. E. David 

$200 million facility agreement, 2750, 2754, 2755, 2756, 2757, 2758, 2760 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2635–2638 
America's Cup, 2762 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2788–2793 
Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations Amendment 2015, 3069 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2662, 2663 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2868–2876 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2585–2586, 2924 
Contributory Pension Fund, number of persons contributing 2012-2015 (written answer), 2907 
Existing statutory interest rate regime, modifications, 2657 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2908 
Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015, 2804 
Investment Business Amendment Act 2015, 2928 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2577, 2578 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2708–2713 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2635–2638 
Overseas trip report, 2727, 2730, 2731 
Payroll tax return, number of entities filing (written answer), 2907 
Question Period 

$200 million facility agreement, 2750, 2754, 2755, 2756, 2757, 2758, 2760 
America's Cup, 2762 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2662, 2663 
Contributory Pension Fund, number of persons contributing 2012-2015 (written answer), 2907 
Existing statutory interest rate regime, modifications, 2657 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2908 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2577, 2578 
Overseas trip report, 2727, 2730, 2731 
Payroll tax return, number of entities filing (written answer), 2907 
Response to PAC report on Auditor General's Misuse of Public Funds Report, 2658 

Response to PAC report on Auditor General's Misuse of Public Funds Report, 2658 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3024–3030 

C 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2918 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2996–2999 

Casino Gaming Amendment Act 2015. See Bills 
Censure Motion 

Speaker, (See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding; Divisions; Motions) 
Speaker, delay of (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 

Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015. See Orders; Papers and other Communications to House 
Commission of Enquiry to investigate serious allegations against sitting Ministers. See Motions 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe 

$200 million facility agreement, 2747, 2748, 2756, 2757, 2759 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2632–2634 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2660, 2661, 2663 
Expertise Limited 

review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section, 2569, 2570, 2571 
review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP), 2571 

Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2707–2708 
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Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe (continued) 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note, 2594–2598 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2632–2634 
Question Period 

$200 million facility agreement, 2747, 2748, 2756, 2757, 2759 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2660, 2661, 2663 
Expertise Limited 

review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section, 2569, 2570, 2571 
review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP), 2571 

Summer Employment Programme (SEP) number of clients securing employment, 2572, 2573, 2574 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3022–3024 
Summer Employment Programme (SEP) number of clients securing employment, 2572, 2573, 2574 

Confirmation of Minutes 
15, 22 and 29 May, 2565 
5 June 2015, 2565 
12, 19 June 2015, 2651 
26 June 2015, 2733 
3 July 2015, 2733 
10, 17 July 2015, 2903 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches 
Atherden, Hon. Jeanne J., 2580, 2924–2925 
Bascome, Mr. Kenneth (Kenny), 2924 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2583–2584, 2921 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2582–2583, 2763, 2922–2923 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2585–2586, 2924 
Cannonier, Hon. L. Craig, 2918 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2579–2580, 2923 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 2579, 2668, 2921 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2668, 2918–2919 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H., 2586 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 2764, 2920–2921 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2581–2582, 2763, 2925 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 2583, 2669, 2763, 2921–2922 
Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J., 2584, 2667, 2917–2918 
Jackson. Mrs. Susan E., 2585 
Lister, Hon. Dennis P., 2584–2585 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 2763, 2919 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2667, 2918 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 2581, 2763 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne, 2582 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2669, 2764 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 2919–2920 
Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole, 2667–2668, 2923 
Sousa, Mr. Jeff, 2578–2579, 2920 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 2581, 2668, 2764, 2922 

Contributory Pension Fund, number of persons contributing 2012-2015 (written answer). See Question Period 
Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure Act 2015. See Messages from/to Senate 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2638–2641 

Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2780–2782 
Bermuda Tourism Authority Annual Report 2014, 2904 
Bermuda Tourism Board Annual Report and Financial Statements 2013, 2904 
Casino Gaming Amendment Act 2015, 2806, 2807 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2860–2866 
Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015, 2566, 2800, 2801, 2803 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2579, 2668, 2921 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2567–2568 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2676–2678 
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Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G. (continued) 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2638–2641 
Red Ensign Group Annual Conference 2015, 2566–2567 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2932–2939, 3037–3043 

Cup Match. See Adjournment, motions thereon 
D 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S. 

$200 million facility agreement, 2748, 2749, 2756, 2757, 2759, 2760 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

America's Cup, 2895 
Bermuda Tourism Authority CEO, 2894–2895 
Cup Match, 2895–2896 
HIP and FutureCare benefits, 2896 
Stalled construction projects, 2893–2894 

America's Cup, 2761, 2895 
Bermuda air service approval process, 2915 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2777–2780 
Bermuda Heroes Day weekend, 2746 
Bermuda Tourism Authority 

bonus and/or incentive funds, 2659, 2661, 2664 
CEO, 2894–2895 

Bermuda-UK air route, 2913 
Casino Gaming Amendment Act 2015, 2806–2807 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2852–2860 
Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015, 2802–2803 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2668, 2918–2919 
Cup Match, 2895–2896 
Desarrollos Hotelco Group directors and shareholders, 2911, 2912 
Dockyard project, 2916 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2908, 2910 
HIP and FutureCare benefits, 2896 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2577 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2692–2695 
Overseas trip report, 2726, 2729 
Question Period 

$200 million facility agreement, 2748, 2749, 2756, 2757, 2759, 2760 
America's Cup, 2761 
Bermuda air service approval process, 2915 
Bermuda Heroes Day weekend, 2746 
Bermuda Tourism Authority bonus and/or incentive funds, 2659, 2661, 2664 
Bermuda-UK air route, 2913 
Desarrollos Hotelco Group directors and shareholders, 2911, 2912 
Dockyard project, 2916 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2908, 2910 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2577 
Overseas trip report, 2726, 2729 
Summer Employment Programme (SEP) number of clients securing employment, 2573 
Tourism Authority fee (2.5%), 2910, 2911 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2939–2951 
Stalled construction projects, 2893–2894 
Summer Employment Programme (SEP) number of clients securing employment, 2573 
Tourism Authority fee (2.5%), 2910, 2911 

Decorum in House, language in debate. See Adjournment, motions thereon 
Department of Workforce 

Expertise Limited, review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section (See 
Question Period) 

Desarrollos Hotelco Group directors and shareholders. See Question Period 
Development and Planning (General Development) Amendment Order 2015. See Orders; Papers and other 

Communications to House 
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Divisions 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2799 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2892 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015 

Committee, 2722 
Second Reading, 2717 

Dockyard project. See Question Period 
stalled construction projects (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 

Draft Orders. See Orders 
Draft Regulations. See Regulations 
Dunkley, Hon. Michael H. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Bermuda Fire Service, employment of non-Bermudians, 3071–3073–3074 
Censure Motion-Speaker, delay of, 2645–2649 
Cup Match, 2896–2897 
Decorum in House, language in debate, 2897–2901 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2644–2645 

Bermuda Fire Service, employment of non-Bermudians, 3071–3073–3074 
Censure Motion-Speaker, delay of, 2645–2649 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2586 
Cup Match, 2896–2897 
Decorum in House, language in debate, 2897–2901 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2644–2645 
Overseas trip report, 2724–2725 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3030–3037 

E 
Electricity Bill, Draft. See Papers and other Communications to House; Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers 
Expertise Limited 

review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section (See Question Period) 
review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP) (See Question Period) 

F 
Facility agreement 

$200 million facility agreement N.T. Butterfield & Son Ltd. and Gov't of Bermuda (See Statements by 
Ministers and Junior Ministers) 

Fahy, Minister 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 

Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union. See Question Period 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F. 

Censure Motion-Speaker, 2842–2847 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2764, 2920–2921 
Dockyard project, 2915, 2916 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2909 
Question Period 

Dockyard project, 2915, 2916 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2909 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3015–3016 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L. 

$200 million facility agreement, 2751 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2621–2624 
America's Cup, 2760, 2762 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2773–2777 
Bermuda Tourism Authority 

bonus and/or incentive funds, 2660, 2664 
Director of Public Relations remuneration (written answer), 2910 
employee and board member remuneration (written answer), 2910 
marketing dollars spent January-July 2014 and January-July 2015 (written answer), 2910 

Commission of Enquiry to investigate serious allegations against sitting Ministers, 2925, 3070 
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Furbert, Hon. Wayne L. (continued) 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2581–2582, 2763, 2925 
Ministry of Economic Development, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written answer (at 

end of Index) 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2695–2697 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2621–2624 
Question Period 

$200 million facility agreement, 2751 
America's Cup, 2760, 2762 
Bermuda Tourism Authority 

bonus and/or incentive funds, 2660, 2664 
Director of Public Relations remuneration (written answer), 2910 
employee and board member remuneration (written answer), 2910 
marketing dollars spent January-July 2014 and January-July 2015 (written answer), 2910 

Ministry of Economic Development, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written answer 
(at end of Index) 

Overseas trip report, 2727, 2728 
Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model, 2666 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2958–2962 
FutureCare 

FutureCare Fund Financial Statements 2011-2014 (See Papers and other Communications to House) 
HIP and FutureCare-changes to premiums and benefits 2015/16 (See Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
G 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant 

America's Cup 
Concession (Team Japan) Order 2015, 2565, 2568–2569 
update, 2740–2742 

Censure Motion-Speaker, 2848–2850 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2583, 2669, 2763, 2921–2922 
Development and Planning (General Development) Amendment Order 2015, 2766 
Electricity Bill, Draft, 2738, 2742–2743 
Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015, 2804 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2675–2676 
Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model, 2651–2653 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3006–3009 

Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2641–2644 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2584, 2667, 2917–2918 
High Risk Programme Bermudians enrolled in (correction), 2586 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2686–2689 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2641–2644 
Personal Explanations 

High Risk Programme Bermudians enrolled in (correction), 2586 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2952–2958 

Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015. See Bills 
Grand Atlantic 

stalled construction projects (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
H 
Hayward, Stuart 

stalled construction projects (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
Health Care summit-Improving the system through community engagement. See Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers 
Health Insurance Department Financial Statements 2011-2014. See Papers and other Communications to 

House 
High Risk Programme 

Bermudians enrolled in (correction) (See Personal Explanations) 
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HIP and FutureCare 
benefits (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 
changes to premiums and benefits 2015/16 (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 

Hotelco 
Desarrollos Hotelco Group directors and shareholders (See Question Period) 

I 
Immigration 

Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Order 2015 (See Regulations) 
Investment Business Amendment Act 2015. See Bills 
J 
Jackson, Mrs. Susan E. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2585 
L 
Legal fees paid April 2013-March 2014. See Question Period 
Lister, Hon. Dennis P. 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2584–2585 
Ministry of Public Works, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written answer (at end of Index) 
Question Period 

Ministry of Public Works, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written answer (at end of 
Index) 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3021–3022 
M 
Messages from/to Senate 

Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure Act 2015, 2733 (See also Bills) 
Ministry of 

Community, Cultural Development and Sports, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See 
Question Period) 

Economic Development, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See Question Period) 
Health, Seniors and Environment, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See Question Period) 
Legal Affairs, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See Question Period) 
National Security, consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See Question Period) 
Public Works, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See Question Period) 
Tourism Development and Transport, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 (See Question 

Period) 
Misuse of Public Funds 

Response to PAC report on Auditor General's Misuse of Public Funds Report (See Question Period) 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G. 

Censure Motion-Speaker, 2835–2837 
Criminal Jurisdiction and Procedure Amendment Act 2015, 2734, 2735, 2736–2737 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2673–2675 
Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015, 2587–2588, 2589 

Morgan's Point 
stalled construction projects (See Adjournment, motions thereon) 

Motions 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, promotion of Bermudian Musicians and performing arts 

Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 2765 
Censure Motion-Speaker (See also Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding) 

Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2879–2888 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 2838–2842 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2866–2868 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2868–2876 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 2860–2866 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2852–2860 
Division, 2892 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 2842–2847 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 2848–2850 
Moniz, Hon. Trevor G., 2835–2837 
Scott, Hon. Michael J., 2826–2835, 2888–2892 
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Motions (continued) 
Censure Motion-Speaker (continued) 

Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 2850–2852 
Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole, 2876–2879 

Commission of Enquiry to investigate serious allegations against sitting Ministers 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2925, 3070 

National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 2600–2604 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2604–2607 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2594–2598 
Richards, Mr. Sylvan D., Jr., 2591–2593 
Sousa, Mr. Jeff, 2598–2600 
Wilson, Ms. Kim N., 2607–2609 

Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments. See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015. See Bills 
Mutual Re-Insurance Fund Financial Statements 2011-2014. See Papers and other Communications to House 
N 
National Office for Seniors and the Physically Challenged (NOSPC), rebranding. See Statements by Ministers 

and Junior Ministers 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note. See Motions 
O 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments. See Adjournment, motions thereon 
Orders 

Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2801–2802 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 2800, 2801, 2803 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2802–2803 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2800–2801 

Development and Planning (General Development) Amendment Order 2015 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2766 
Gibbons, Dr. the Hon. E. Grant, 2766 
Richards, Mr. Sylvan D., Jr., 2766, 2767 

Tucker's Point (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) Special Development Order 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2723 
Richards, Mr. Sylvan D., Jr., 2722–2723 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2723 

Outerbridge, Ms. Nandi 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2987–2988 

Overseas trip report. See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 
P 
Papers and other Communications to House 

Allied Health Professions (Emergency Medical Services Practitioners) Order 2015, 2904 
America's Cup Concession (Team Japan) Order 2015, 2565 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2566 
Bermuda Health Council Annual Report 2014/15, 2904 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Bermuda Hospitals Board 

(Hospital Fees) Regulations 2015, 2565 
(Medical and Dental Charges) Order 2015, 2904 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations 2015, 2904 (See also 

Regulations) 
Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual Report 2014, 2737 
Bermuda Tourism Authority Annual Report 2014, 2904 
Bermuda Tourism Board Annual Report and Financial Statements 2013, 2904 
Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015, 2566 
Development and Planning (General Development) Amendment Order 2015, 2565 
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Papers and other Communications to House (continued) 
Electricity Bill, Draft, 2738 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
FutureCare Fund Financial Statements 2011-2014, 2904 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Health Insurance Department Financial Statements 2011-2014, 2904 (See also Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
Mutual Re-Insurance Fund Financial Statements 2011-2014, 2904 (See also Statements by Ministers and 

Junior Ministers) 
Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model, 2651 (See also Statements by Ministers and Junior 

Ministers) 
Response to PAC report on Annual Report of Auditor 2009/10, 2737 
Response to PAC report on Special Report of Auditor General on Misuse of Funds, 2737 

Parliamentary Questions. See Question Period 
Payroll tax return, number of entities filing (written answer). See Question Period 
Personal Explanations 

High Risk Programme 
Bermudians enrolled in (correction) 

Gordon-Pamplin, Hon. Patricia J., 2586 
Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model. See Papers and other Communications to House 
Petitions 

VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015 
Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann, 2731 

Pettingill, Mr. Mark J. 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2962–2969 

PIPA 
Personal Information Protection Act Draft Model (See Papers and other Communications to House) 

Police Service 
Briggs, Mr. John, working with (See Question Period) 
extended paid leave 2013-2015 (See Question Period) 

Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015. See Bills 
Public Accounts Committee 

Response to PAC report on Auditor General's Annual Report 2008/09 and 2009/10 (See Question Period) 
Q 
Question Period 

$200 million facility agreement 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2749, 2753, 2758, 2759 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 2752 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2750, 2754, 2755, 2756, 2757, 2758, 2760 
Commisiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2747, 2748, 2756, 2757, 2759 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2748, 2749, 2756, 2757, 2759, 2760 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2751 

America's Cup update 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2761 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2762 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2761 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2760, 2762 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A., 2762 

Bermuda air service approval process 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2915 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2915 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2914 

Bermuda Heroes Day weekend 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2746 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. A., 2746 

Bermuda Hospitals Board 
Ashton, Irene, consultancy agreement with 

Wilson, Ms. Kim N., 2665 
physician turnover rate 

Wilson, Ms. Kim N., 2665 
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Question Period (continued) 
Bermuda Hospitals Board (continued) 

(Medical and Dental Charges) Order 2015 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2916, 2917 

Bermuda Tourism Authority 
bonus and/or incentive funds 

Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2659, 2660, 2662, 2664 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2663 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2662, 2663 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2660, 2661, 2663 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2659, 2661, 2664 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2660, 2664 

Director of Public Relations remuneration 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2910, written answer (at end of Index) 

employee and board member remuneration 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2910, written answer (at end of Index) 

fee (2.5%) 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2910, 2911 

marketing dollars spent January-July 2014 and January-July 2015 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2910, written answer (at end of Index) 

Bermuda-Europe air route 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2913, 2914 

Bermuda-UK air route 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2913 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2913 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2912 

Briggs, Mr. John, employment with Police Service 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2907, written answer (at end of Index) 

Contributory Pension Fund, number of persons contributing 2012-2015 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2907, written answer (at end of Index) 

Desarrollos Hotelco Group directors and shareholders 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2911, 2912 

Dockyard project 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2916 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 2915, 2916, written answer (at end of Index) 

Expertise Limited 
review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section 

Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2569, 2570, 2571 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2570 

review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP) 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 2572 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2571 

Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2910 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2908 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2908, 2910 
Foggo, Ms. Lovitta F., 2909 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2909 

Legal fees paid April 2013-March 2014 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2569 

Ministry of 
Community, Cultural Development and Sports, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 

Weeks, Mr. Michael A., written answer (at end of Index) 
Economic Development, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 

Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., written answer (at end of Index) 
Health, Seniors and Environment, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 

Wilson, Ms. Kim N., written answer (at end of Index) 
Legal Affairs, list of consultants/contractors/quangos April 2013-March 2015 

Scott, Hon. Michael J., written answer (at end of Index) 
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Question Period (continued) 
National Security, consultants/contractors/quangos April 2013-March 2015 

Roban, Mr. Walter H., written answer (at end of Index) 
Public Works, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 

Lister, Hon. Dennis P., written answer (at end of Index) 
Tourism Development and Transport, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 

Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, written answer (at end of Index) 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments 

Burt, Mr. E. David, 2577, 2578 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2577 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2576 
Wilson, Ms. Kim N., 2576 

National Office for Seniors and the Physically Challenged, rebranding 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2666 

Overseas trip report 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2725, 2726, 2727, 2731 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2727, 2730, 2731 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2726, 2729 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2727, 2728 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2728, 2729, 2730 

Payroll tax return, number of entities filing 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2907, written answer (at end of Index) 

Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2666 

Police Service 
Briggs, Mr. John, employment with Police Service 

Roban, Mr. Walter H., written answer (at end of Index) 
extended paid leave 2013-2015 

Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2569 
Red Ensign Group Annual Conference 2015 

Brown, Mr. Walton, 2574, 2575 
Response to PAC report on Auditor General's Annual Report 2008/09 and 2009/10 

Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2658 
Response to PAC report on Auditor General's Misuse of Public Funds Report 

Burt, Mr. E. David, 2658 
Summer Employment Programme (SEP) 

number of clients securing employment 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2572, 2573, 2574 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2573 
Roban, Mr. Walter H., 2573, 2574 

review by Expertise Limited 
Commissiong, Mr. Rolfe, 2571 

Statutory interest rate regime, modifications of existing 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2657 

Trailer concessions 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2664, 2665 

Work permits, total number of Bermuda Government employees on, 2014 and 2015, 2907 
Written Answers (at end of Index) 

Bermuda Tourism Authority 
Director of Public Relations remuneration, 2910 
employee and board member remuneration, 2910 
marketing dollars spent January-July 2014 and January-July 2015, 2910 

Briggs, Mr. John, employment with Police Service, 2907 
Contributory Pension Fund, number of persons contributing 2012-2015, 2907 
Dockyard project, 2916 
Ministry of 

Community, Cultural Development and Sports, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015,  
Economic Development, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 
Health, Seniors and Environment, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 
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Question Period (continued) 
Written Answers (at end of Index) (continued) 

Legal Affairs, list of consultants/contractors/quangos April 2013-March 2015 
National Security, consultants/contractors/quangos April 2013-March 2015 
Public Works, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 
Tourism Development and Transport, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015 

Payroll tax return, number of entities filing, 2907 
R 
Red Ensign Group Annual Conference 2015. See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 
Regulations 

Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015 
Bean, Hon. Marc A. R., 2794–2796 
Blakeney, Mr. Glenn A., 2782–2784 
Burgess, Hon. Derrick V., Sr., 2784–2787 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 2788–2793 
Crockwell, Hon. Shawn G., 2780–2782 
De Silva, Hon. Zane J. S., 2777–2780 
Division, 2799 
Furbert, Hon. Wayne L., 2773–2777 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 2767–2768, 2796–2799 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence, 2768–2773 
Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S., 2787–2788 

Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations Amendment 2015 
Brown, Mr. Walton, 3069 
Burt, Mr. E. David, 3069 
Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob), 3068–3069 

Reports of Committees 
Parliamentary Joint Select Committee on Private Bills 

VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015, 2656 
Response to PAC report on 

Annual Report of Auditor 2009/10 (See Papers and other Communications to House) 
Auditor General's Misuse of Public Funds Report (See Question Period) 
Special Report of Auditor General on Misuse of Funds (See Papers and other Communications to House) 

Richards, Hon. E. T. (Bob) 
$200 million facility agreement N.T. Butterfield & Son Ltd. and Gov't of Bermuda, 2738–2739 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2566, 2767–2768, 2796–2799 
Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations 2015, 2904 
Bermuda Immigration and Protection (Land Holding Charges) Regulations Amendment 2015, 3068–3069 
Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual Report 2014, 2737 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2763, 2919 
Government Fees (Special Waiver) Act 2015, 2803–2804 
Investment Business Amendment Act 2015, 2926–2928 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2681–2686 
Response to PAC report on Annual Report of Auditor 2009/10, 2737 
Response to PAC report on Special Report of Auditor General on Misuse of Funds, 2737 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2989–2993 

Richards, Mr. Sylvan D., Jr. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2624–2628 
Development and Planning (General Development) Amendment Order 2015, 2565, 2766, 2767 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2670–2672, 2713–2717 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note, 2591–2593 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2624–2628 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2978–2979 
Tucker's Point (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) Special Development Order, 2722–2723 

Roban, Mr. Walter H. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2617–2620 
Briggs, Mr. John, employment with Police Service, 2907, written answer (at end of Index) 
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Roban, Mr. Walter H. (continued) 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2667, 2918 
Expertise Limited review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section, 2570 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2909 
Ministry of National Security, consultants/contractors/quangos April 2013-March 2015, 2656 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2617–2620 
Police officers, extended paid leave 2013-2015, 2569 
Question Period 

Briggs, Mr. John, employment with Police Service, 2907 
Expertise Limited review of Department of Workforce Development's career development section, 2570 
Finance Minister's defamation action against President of Bermuda Public Service Union, 2909 
Ministry of National Security, consultants/contractors/quangos April 2013-March 2015, 2656 
Police officers, extended paid leave 2013-2015, 2569 
Summer Employment Programme (SEP) number of clients securing employment, 2573, 2574 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2973–2977 
Summer Employment Programme (SEP) number of clients securing employment, 2573, 2574 
Tucker's Point (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) Special Development Order, 2723 

Roberts-Holshouser, Mrs. Suzann 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2581, 2763 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3016–3018 
VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015, 2656, 2731 

S 
Scott, Hon. Michael J. 

Adjournment, motions thereon 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2634 

Censure Motion-Speaker, 2826–2835, 2888–2892 
Ministry of Legal Affairs, list of consultants and contractors 2013-15, 2907, written answer (at end of Index) 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2704–2707 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2634 
Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015, 2588 
Question Period 

Ministry of Legal Affairs, list of consultants and contractors 2013-15, 2907, written answer (at end of 
Index) 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3009–3014 
Scott, Hon. R. Wayne 

Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2582 
Scott, Mr. W. Lawrence 

Bermuda air service approval process, 2914 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2768–2773 
Bermuda-Europe air route, 2913, 2914 
Bermuda-UK air route, 2912 
Civil Airports (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2015, 2800–2801 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2669, 2764 
Ministry of Tourism Development and Transport, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written 

answer (at end of Index) 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2576 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2699–2702 
Overseas trip report, 2728, 2729, 2730 
Question Period 

Bermuda air service approval process, 2914 
Bermuda-Europe air route, 2913, 2914 
Bermuda-UK air route, 2912 
Ministry of Tourism Development and Transport, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, 

written answer (at end of Index) 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2576 
Overseas trip report, 2728, 2729, 2730 
Trailer concessions, 2664, 2665 

St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2999–3004 
Trailer concessions, 2664, 2665 
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Scott, Ms. Leah K. 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3014–3015 

Simmons, Mr. Jamahl S. 
Adjournment, motions thereon 

Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2614–2617 
Bermuda Air Terminal (Fees) Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2015, 2787–2788 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2850–2852 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2919–2920 
Municipalities Amendment (No. 2) Act 2015, 2697–2699 
Ombudsman Report and Minister Fahy's comments, 2614–2617 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3004–3006 

Simons, Mr. N. H. Cole 
Censure Motion-Speaker, 2876–2879 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2667–2668, 2923 

Smith, Mr. Glen 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 2971–2973 

Sousa, Mr. Jeff 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2578–2579, 2920 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note, 2598–2600 

Speaker's Rulings. See Announcements by Speaker or Member presiding 
Special Development Orders 

Tucker's Point (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) Special Development Order (See Orders) 
St. George's Resort Act 2015. See Bills 
Stalled construction projects. See Adjournment, motions thereon 
Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers 

$200 million facility agreement N.T. Butterfield & Son Ltd. and Gov't of Bermuda, 2738–2739 (See also 
Question Period) 

America's Cup Concession (Team Japan) Order 2015, 2568–2569 
America's Cup update, 2740–2742 (See also Question Period) 
Bermuda Health Council Annual Report, 2905–2906 
Bermuda Hospitals Board (Medical and Dental Charges) Order 2015, 2904–2905 
Electricity Bill, Draft, 2738, 2742–2743 
FutureCare Funds Financial Statement 2010-2014, 2906–2907 
Health Care summit-Improving the system through community engagement, 2654 
Health Insurance Fund Financial Statements 2010-2014, 2906–2907 
HIP and FutureCare-changes to premiums and benefits 2015/16, 2743–2745 
Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2567–2568 (See also Question Period) 
Mutual Re-Insurance Fund Financial Statements 2010-2014, 2906–2907 
National Office for Seniors and the Physically Challenged (NOSPC), rebranding, 2653–2654 (See also 

Question Period) 
Overseas trip report, 2724–2725 (See also Question Period) 
Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) Draft Model, 2651–2653 (See also Question Period) 
Red Ensign Group Annual Conference 2015, 2566–2567 (See also Question Period) 
STEPS to a well Bermuda 

release of survey findings, 2655–2656 
Statutory interest rate regime, modifications of existing, See Question Period 
STEPS to a well Bermuda 

release of survey findings (See Statements by Ministers and Junior Ministers) 
Stipa, Mr. Walter 

Desarrollos Hotelco Group and their percentage of ownership (See Question Period) 
St. Georges Resort Act 2015 (See Bills) 

Summer Employment Programme (SEP) 
Expertise Limited 

Review of Summer Employment Programme (SEP) (See Question Period) 
Number of clients securing employment (See Question Period) 

T 
Tourism Authority 

fee (2.5%) (See Question Period) 
Trailer concessions. See Question Period 
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Tucker's Point (Hamilton and St. George's Parishes) Special Development Order. See Orders 
U 
Unparliamentary words 

Cowards, 2625 
government systematically corrupt to core, 2887 

V 
VL Assurance (Bermuda) Ltd. Act 2015, 2656 
W 
Weeks, Mr. Michael A. 

America's Cup, 2762 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, promotion of Bermudian Musicians and performing arts, 2765 
Congratulatory and/or Obituary Speeches, 2581, 2668, 2764, 2922 
Ministry of Community, Cultural Development and Sports, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-

2015, written answer (at end of Index) 
Question Period 

America's Cup, 2762 
Ministry of Community, Cultural Development and Sports, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-

2015, written answer (at end of Index) 
St. George's Resort Act 2015, 3018–3019 

Wilson, Ms. Kim N. 
Bermuda Hospitals Board 

Ashton, Irene, consultancy agreement with, 2665 
physician turnover rate, 2665 

Ministry of Health, Seniors and Environment, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written 
answer (at end of Index) 

Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2576 
National Training Board Annual Report 2014, take note, 2607–2609 
Proceeds of Crime (Asset Retention) Amendment Act 2015, 2588–2589 
Question Period 

Bermuda Hospitals Board 
Ashton, Irene, consultancy agreement with, 2665 
physician turnover rate, 2665 

Ministry of Health, Seniors and Environment, list of consultants/contractors/quangos 2013-2015, written 
answer (at end of Index) 

Motor Car Act, update on planned amendments, 2576 
Work permits, total number of Bermuda Government employees on, 2014 and 2015. See Question Period 
Written answers (to Parliamentary Questions), at end of Index 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dates of Sittings: 
 July 3, 10, 17 2015 
 August 17, 2015 


	ADJOURNMENT, MOTIONS THEREON
	AMERICA’S CUP
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva

	BERMUDA FIRE SERVICES EMPLOYMENT OF NON-BERMUDIANS
	Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley

	BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY CEO
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva

	CENSURE MOTION—SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley

	CUP MATCH
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley

	DECORUM IN HOUSE—LANGUAGE IN DEBATE
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley

	HIP AND FUTURECARE BENEFITS
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva

	OMBUDSMAN REPORT AND MINISTER FAHY’S COMMENTS
	Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney
	Mr. Walton Brown
	Mr. E. David Burt
	Mr. Rolfe Commissiong
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley
	Hon. Wayne L. Furbert
	Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin
	Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.
	Mr. Walter H. Roban
	Hon. Michael J. Scott
	Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons

	STALLED CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva


	ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER OR MEMBER PRESIDING
	CENSURE MOTION-SPEAKER  (Statement to House)
	HOUSE VISITORS
	Mr.  Arthur Hodgson
	Senator [Renee] Ming
	Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina
	Mr. Neville Tyrrell
	Ms. Renee Webb


	BILLS
	CASINO GAMING AMENDMENT ACT 2015
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell

	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva
	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 2
	NEW CLAUSE 17A

	REPORT OF COMMITTEE
	THIRD READING

	CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE AMENDMENT ACT 2015
	Hon. Trevor G. Moniz
	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	REPORT OF COMMITTEE

	GOVERNMENT FEES (SPECIAL WAIVER) ACT 2015
	Mr. E. David Burt
	Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons
	Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards
	Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards

	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	RERPORT
	THIRD READING

	INVESTMENT BUSINESS AMDENDMENT ACT 2015
	Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards
	Mr. E. David Burt
	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 3

	REPORT OF COMMITTEE
	THIRD READING

	MUNICIPALITIES AMENDMENT (NO. 2) ACT 2015
	Hon. Marc A. R. Bean
	Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney
	Mr. Walton Brown
	Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.
	Mr. E. David Burt
	Mr. Rolfe Commissiong
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva
	Hon. Wayne L. Furbert
	Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons
	Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin
	Hon. Trevor G. Moniz
	Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards
	Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.
	Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.

	Hon. Michael J. Scott
	Mr. W. Lawrence Scott
	Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons
	DIVISION
	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	DIVISION

	REPORT OF COMMITTEE
	THIRD READING

	PROCEEDS OF CRIME (ASSET RETENTION) AMENDMENT ACT 2015
	Hon. Trevor G. Moniz
	Hon. Trevor G. Moniz

	Hon. Michael J. Scott
	Ms. Kim N. Wilson
	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	REPORT OF COMMITTEE
	THIRD READING

	ST. GEORGE’S RESORT ACT 2015
	Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden
	Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome
	Hon. Marc A. R. Bean
	Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney
	Mr. Walton Brown
	Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.
	Mr. E. David Burt
	Hon. L. Craig Cannonier
	Mr. Rolfe Commissiong
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell

	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley
	Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo
	Hon. Wayne L. Furbert
	Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons
	Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin
	Hon. Dennis P. Lister
	Ms. Nandi Outerbridge
	Mr. Mark J. Pettingill
	Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards
	Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.
	Mr. Walter H. Roban
	Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser
	Ms. Leah K. Scott
	Hon. Michael J. Scott
	Mr. W. Lawrence Scott
	Mr. Jamahl S. Simmons
	Mr. Glen Smith
	Mr. Michael A. Weeks
	COMMITTEE ON BILL
	AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 2
	AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 3
	AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 1
	AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 3
	AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 4
	AMENDMENT TO SCHEDULE 5

	REPORT OF COMMITTEE
	THIRD READING

	VL ASSURANCE (BERMUDA) LTD. ACT 2015
	Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser
	THIRD READING


	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
	15, 22 and 29 May; 5 June 2015
	12 and 19 June 2015
	26 June and 3 July 2015
	10 and 17 July 2015

	CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY SPEECHES
	3 July 2015
	Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden
	Hon. Marc A. R. Bean
	Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.
	Mr. E. David Burt
	Mr. Rolfe Commissiong
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell
	Hon. Michael H. Dunkley
	Hon. Wayne L. Furbert
	Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons
	Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin
	Mrs. Susan E. Jackson
	Hon. Dennis P. Lister
	Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser
	Hon. R. Wayne Scott
	Mr. Jeff Sousa
	Mr. Michael A. Weeks

	10 July 2015
	Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell
	Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva
	Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons
	Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin
	Mr. Walter H. Roban
	Mr. W. Lawrence Scott
	Mr. N. H. Cole Simons
	Mr. Michael A. Weeks

	17 July 2015
	Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.
	Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo
	Hon. Wayne L. Furbert
	Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons
	Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards
	Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser
	Mr. W. Lawrence Scott
	Mr. Michael A. Weeks

	17 August 2015
	Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden
	Mr. Kenneth (Kenny) Bascome
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